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Silent swings
The swings and the rest of the playground at Lincoln School are quiet on the first day of school for Mendota 
Elementary School District 289 on Aug. 24. All students began the 2020-21 school year with remote learning. 
Teachers contacted each student and family during the first week of school to provide training on logins, expec-
tations, curricular materials, and other information. The first week will also include student assessment. The 
District will work with the LaSalle County Health Department during the week of Aug. 31-Sept. 4 to deter-
mine whether remote instruction should continue for all students or if the schools can return to the previously 
approved hybrid plan on Sept. 8. Regardless of the decision made during the week of Aug. 31, the district will 
revisit the plan approximately every six weeks and communicate this decision in a timely manner to enable 
parents to plan. (Reporter photo)

By RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Illi-
noisans suffering economic 
decline due to COVID now 
have an extra week to apply 
for emergency rental assis-
tance. 

Gov. JB Pritzker an-
nounced that the Illinois 
Housing Development Au-
thority, or IHDA, extended 
the deadline for Illinois 
renters to apply for the Emer-
gency Rental Assistance 
Program until noon Friday, 
Aug. 28.

According to a news 
release from the IHDA, the 
deadline was extended due to 
powerful storms that battered 
residents in northern Illinois 
on Aug. 10.

“With over 750,000 Il-
linoisans losing power as a 
result of the strong derecho 
that swept across northern 
Illinois, it’s important we 
provide additional time 
to file and complete ap-
plication for assistance,” 
IHDA Executive Director 
Kristin Faust said in the 
news release. “I am pleased 
to extend the deadline as 
there were many renters and 
landlords without power 
for nearly a week, which 
negatively impacted their 
ability to apply to the Emer-
gency Rental Assistance 
program.”

For an application to be 
considered complete, land-
lords must also submit docu-
ments on behalf of the renter, 
which are due Aug. 30.

Illinois residents have 
more time to apply 
for rental assistance
q Deadline extended until noon Aug. 28

Tenants who are approved 
for emergency rental assis-
tance will receive a one-time 
grant of $5,000, paid direct-
ly to their landlords. That 
grant covers rent payments 
missed beginning in March 
and prepayment of rent bills 
through December, or until 
the $5,000 is exhausted, 
whichever comes first. The 
grant will not have to be 
repaid.

A similar initiative, called 
the Emergency Mortgage As-
sistance program, launched 
on Aug. 24 and will not be 
affected by the extension of 
rental assistance, according 
to IHDA’s release. 

Applications for both 
rental and mortgage assis-
tance can be filed online at 
https://era.ihda.org/.

Each program is receiv-
ing $150 million in federal 
CARES Act funding.

IHDA expects about 
30,000 tenants to receive 
funding. When announcing 
the programs earlier this 
month, Pritzker acknowl-
edged it would not be enough 
to reach everyone impacted 
by the coronavirus pandem-
ic, and that he would work 
on securing more federal 
assistance for Illinoisans.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

By RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services said the state is 
poised to have one of the top 
census response rates in the 
country despite two tumul-
tuous months of changing 
deadlines as determined by 
the Trump Administration.

Illinois sits at a 69.1 per-
cent self-response rate as of 

State making final push to increase census participation
Aug. 20, up two points from 
its 67 percent self-response 
rate on July 19. The nation-
al response rate was 64.2 
percent.

The state’s 2010 census 
response rate was 70.5 per-
cent, giving organizers hope 
of passing that mark by the 
Sept. 30 deadline – a date 
recently moved forward one 
month by the Trump admin-
istration.

Illinois currently has 
the seventh-highest self-re-
sponse rate of any state in 
the U.S. and is the only 
state in the top 10 that has 
a population exceeding 10 
million. Chicago also has the 
highest response rate for any 
city with a population over 
2 million, according to the 
Illinois 2020 Census Office.

Maximizing the census 
count is important, because 

the population count helps 
determine federal funding 
and the number of represen-
tatives the state sends to the 
U.S. House.

The positive trend comes 
despite challenges posed by 
the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic and changing federal 
deadlines.

Mendota Lions Club recognizes MHS students for academic excellence
MENDOTA – The Mendota Lions Club 

has announced the Mendota High School stu-
dents from the 2019-20 school year that were 
invited to its annual 2020 Honor Banquet. The 
students are recognized for their outstanding 
academic achieve-
ment. This year’s 
banquet was not held 
due to the pandemic 
health crisis.

Freshman stu-
dents being honored 
are William Bentley, 
Jamie Dooley, Is-
abelle Escatel, Alexis Finley, Abby Kunz, 
Neal Linden, Karli Miars and Emma Schultz.

Bentley is the son of Ben and Sharlene 
Bentley. He is a member of the MHS Drumline 
where he plays cymbals. He is also a member 
of the percussion section of concert band 
and has performed with MHS percussion 
ensemble.  

Dooley is the daughter of Daniel and 
EmLee Dooley of West Brooklyn. During 
Dooley’s first year at MHS, she was a member 
of the cross country and track and field teams.

Escatel is the daughter of Isidro and Car-
rie Escatel. While at MHS, she has been a 
member of the volleyball and bowling teams. 
She is also a member of the math team and 
Academic Challenge.

Finley is the daughter of Adam and Carrie 

Finley. She is a member of band and was a 
member of the tennis team.

Kunz is the daughter of Matt and Stephanie 
Kunz. She is a member of band, the math 
team and was a cheerleader for both football 
and basketball.

Linden is the son of Maureen Linden. 
While at MHS, Neal has been a member of 
the football and baseball teams and a member 
of band and jazz band.

Miars is the daughter of Darrell and Jen-
nifer Weber. While at MHS, she has been 
a member of the bowling team, marching 
band and concert band. She is a member of 
the spring musical cast and attended solo and 
ensemble for both band and choir.

Schultz is the daughter of Ryan and Jamie 
Schultz. During her first year at MHS, she was 
a member of the volleyball and softball teams.

Sophomore students being recognized 
are Faith Anderson, Elly Buettner, Vanes-
sa Escatel, Paige Manning, Maya Martin, 
Elizabeth Schilling, Andrew Stamberger and 
Allison Stewart.

Anderson is the daughter of Mike and Kara 
Anderson. She has been active in Madrigals, 
choir, show choir, and the fall and spring 
plays. She was selected for the BNC choir 
and the ILMEA district junior mixed chorus. 
She received six first-place ratings at the 2019 
solo & ensemble contest and earned best of 
the day. She is also a member of Academic 

Challenge and was awarded honor roll and 
received an invitation to the Academic Incen-
tive breakfast for the second year.

Buettner is the daughter of Doug and 
Allison Buettner. She has been involved 

in volleyball, stu-
dent council, math 
team, Spanish Club 
and is a principal’s 
office worker.  She 
was awarded honor 
roll and earned her 
second academic 
award.

Escatel is the daughter of Panfilo and 
Vicky Escatel. This year at MHS, she 
was a member of the soccer team and is 
in the Spanish Club. She is a principal’s 
office worker and spends her eighth period 
assisting the science department as a lab 
technician. This is her second invitation to 
the Academic Incentive breakfast for her 
honor roll achievement.

Manning is the daughter of Steve and 
Valerie Manning. She has been active in 
volleyball, basketball, and softball, where she 
received BNC Honorable Mention. Manning 
works as a principal’s office worker and is 
a member of Scholastic Bowl, Academic 
Challenge, Spanish Club and math team. 
She earned honor roll and earned her second 
academic award.

Martin is the daughter of Jason and 
Lisa Martin. She has been a member of the 
volleyball team, serving as captain, and a 
member of the basketball team. She has 
been active in Madrigals, Show Choir, math 
team, Scholastic Bowl, Interact Club, Drama 
Club and is a member of Student Council. 
Martin was a freshman Homecoming Atten-
dant and earned her second invitation to the 
Academic Incentive breakfast for her honor 
roll achievement.

Schillinger is the daughter of Jeff Schil-
linger and the late Cathy Schillinger. She has 
been a member of the band and FFA where 
she is the FFA office reporter and holds the 
FFA Greenhand Degree. She has also earned 
a black belt in Martial Arts. This year, Schil-
linger earned her second invitation to the 
Academic Incentive breakfast for her honor 
roll achievement.

Stamberger is the son of Jayson and Re-
becca Stamberger. He has been active in cross 
country (earning MVP in 2018 and received 
the Captain’s award this year), tennis, band, 
marching band, and MHS tech team. He is a 
member of choir, show choir and is involved 
in the spring musical.  He is a member of 
FFA where he earned a 2019 FFA Freshman 
Scholarship Award and was FFA chair for 

See Lions, Page A5
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Gillette family history traced to 1855 in Mendota
MENDOTA – The Gil-

lette family can trace its 
history in Mendota to 1855. 
Evidence of where its an-
cestors came from has been 
hard to find, though. Thanks 
to a newly published book, 
the family can now add an 
additional seven genera-
tions to its known ancestry, 
including early Pilgrims, 
Revolutionary War Patriots, 
and a few notable relatives.

The book, “Gillette Fam-
ily History and Genealogy 
from Canaan, CT to Mendo-
ta, IL,” was published in July 
(TEN16 Press, Waukesha, 
Wis.). Author Richard J. 
Warp, visited Mendota last 
week to donate a copy of the 
book to the Graves-Hume 
Public Library and to the 
LaSalle County Genealogy 
Guild in Ottawa. Both lo-
cations served as sources of 
information during the seven 
years Warp spent solving the 
mystery of the Gillette line.

The book spans over 400 
years of the Gillette family, 
dating back to its voyage on 
the Mayflower in 1620 and 
the Mary and John in 1630. 
The Gillette family settled in 
Connecticut during the 1700s 
and 1800s, before Franklin 
Gillette and family came to 
Mendota in 1855.

Richard’s father, Richard 
D. Warp, started exploring 
the Gillette family history in 
2002. His father suspected, 
but was unable to prove, 
that the Mendota Gillettes 
were related to Jonathan 
Gillette, a Revolutionary 
War solider. When he passed 
away in 2010, he left his son 
several boxes of genealogy 
paper-work and family trees. 
After five trips to Mendota 
and one trip to Connecticut, 
Richard was able to complete 
the work his father started, 

solve the mystery, and write-
up the lineage for future 
generations.

In 1776, Jonathan Gil-
lette, Sr. served under the 
command of George Wash-
ington in the Battle of Long 
Island. His son, Jonathan 
Gillette, Jr. also served in 
the Revolutionary War.  Both 
father and son were captured, 
taken prisoner, and later 
freed. Their story is one of 
bravery and suffering. With 
sufficient proof of his lineage 
to Jonathan Gillette, Richard 

was awarded membership 
into the Sons of the American 
Revolution (S.A.R.) society 
this year.

The Gillette family is also 
related to: King Camp Gil-
lette (famous razor inventor 
and founder of the Gillette 
company), Benjamin Frank-
lin, and George Steinbrenner 
(Yankees’ owner).

Richard’s maternal grand-
mother, born Dorothy Gil-
lette, grew up in Mendota in 
the 1920s and moved to the 
Chicago area in the 1930s. 
Dorothy and her daughter of-
ten visited family in Mendota 
through the 1960s. Richard 
and his mother made several 
trips back to Mendota in 
search of the dozens of rela-
tives buried in the cemetery.

Today, the family is 
spread across the county. 
However, thanks to Face-
book and Ancestry, many of 
Richard’s second- through 
sixth-cousins have reunited. 
Ancestry DNA testing helped 
identify three blood relatives 
who were given up for adop-
tion as children. As a result of 
his second-cousin, Amanda 
Arndt’s, hard work and 
persistence, the family was 
able to identify the parents 
of all three adopted children 
and prove how they are all 
related, introducing them to 
each other and a previously 
unknown family.

Richard met with his 
first-cousin once-removed, 
Pamela Gillette, to give her 
copies of the book. Pamela is 
the fifth consecutive Gillette 
generation to live in Mendo-
ta; her son and grandchildren 
are the sixth and seventh 
generations. Richard is giv-
ing a book to each living 
descendant in the extended 
family. During his visit from 
Wisconsin, Richard met 
Pamela Gillette at the First 
State Bank to see a picture 
of Bud & Dolly Gillette’s 
Subway Cafe restaurant and 
gas station.

Mendota Elks Lodge 
announces Teens of the Year

MENDOTA – The Mendota Elks Lodge has an-
nounced its 2019/2020 Teens of the Year. They are 
Katherine Henrikson and Luke Anderson.

Henrikson, a senior 
at Ohio High School, 
is the daughter of David 
and Karen Henrikson. 
She is currently first in 
her class and has been 
on the high honor roll 
all four years. She has 
been in the National 
Honor Society since her 
junior year.

For her class, she was 
the Vice-President as a 
freshman, President as a 
sophomore and Treasur-
er as a junior. Henrikson 
has been in the Science 
Club all four years, serv-
ing as President since 
her sophomore year. She 
was also a member of 
Ohio’s Student Council 
her sophomore and ju-
nior years, serving as the 
Treasurer her junior year 

Among her other 
activities were being in 
the Drama Club and par-
ticipating in the school’s 
plays her freshman and 
junior years. She per-
formed in the school’s 
variety show and took 
art class her first three 
years and even won a 
Best in Show Ribbon her sophomore year.

Henrikson also gives back to the community in her 
spare time. She has helped with concessions all four 
years. During the Christmas holiday, she has helped with 
the Student Council’s Christmas activities her freshman 
through junior years. She has helped at the Walnut Com-
munity Bible Church with Vacation Bible School during 
her freshman through junior years. She was a part of a 
mission that went to Indianapolis her sophomore and 
junior years. During that time, she helped people in that 
area as well as helped paint a church. Henrikson also 
assisted with some community yard work and helped 
paint a house her junior year. She helped a thrift store 
change locations her sophomore year.

Henrikson enjoys creating things, art, organizing ev-
erything and playing with her pets. She likes hanging out 
with her family and friends. She also likes photography 
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Henrikson

Anderson

Cousins Richard Warp and Pamela Gillette share his new 
book about the Gillette family history and genealogy. 
(Reporter photo)
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Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey
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Carl’s Quiz
Which landmark is the tallest?

1) Rock of Gibraltar, 2) Empire State 
Building, 3) Golden Gate Bridge 

4) Great Pyramid of Giza

The answer to last week’s quiz is: The first official 
U.S. airmail was carried by balloon 

on Aug. 17, 1859.
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online 

at www.mendotareporter.com
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and capturing pictures of nature. She 
also enjoys helping others that need it.

Henrikson plans to start her college 
education at a community college ma-
joring in business or accounting.

Luke Anderson, a senior at Ohio 
High School, is the son of David and 
Tina Anderson. He is currently second 
in his class and has been on the honor 
roll his first three years. He has also 
been a member of the National Honor 
Society since his junior year.

Anderson has been a member of the 
Science Club all four years. During his 
first three years he was in the Drama 
Club, Student Council, variety show and 
school plays. He was in the concert band 
his freshman and sophomore years. He 
participated in track and basketball his 
freshman year. He was in Food Club his 
sophomore year and has been in FFA 
since his sophomore year, serving as 
Secretary his senior year.

Anderson has helped with conces-
sions and the Student Council’s Christ-
mas activities since his freshman year. 

As a sophomore and junior, he went 
on mission trips to Indianapolis to help 
aid communities. He has also assisted 
in Ohio’s American Red Cross Blood 
Drives all four years.

Anderson likes to work on small 
engines and other things that are hands 
on or mechanical, including restoring 
old trucks. He also has been working 
at Sisler’s Ice and Ice Cream for the 
past two years and is a farmhand for 
two farms.

Anderson wants to join the Air Force 
to become a pilot.

WIU graduation
MACOMB/MOLINE - 

Stacy O’Sadnick of Mendota 
was among 1,105 students 
who earned academic de-
grees or post-baccalaureate 
certificates at Western Il-

linois University after the 
spring 2020 semester. 

O’Sadnick received a 
Master of Science in Edu-
cation, Language Culture & 
Education. She was one of 
313 WIU graduates to earn a 
Master’s degree this spring. 

Two IVCH nurses in Huey Lewis 
video tribute to essential workers

PERU - Two Illinois Valley Commu-
nity Hospital nurses are among a group 
of healthcare and other essential workers 

who can been 
seen in a Huey 
Lewis and the 
News music 
v i d e o  a c -
companying 
the group’s 
new song, “I 
Am There 
for You,” a 

tribute to those battling the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The video features a series of self-re-
corded clips of nurses, doctors, first 
responders, and other essential workers 
from around the world holding signs, each 
with a line of the song’s lyrics.

Julie Repsel, an emergency department 
nurse at IVCH, and nurse supervisor Mary 
Milashoski submitted their video clips af-
ter Repsel saw a Facebook message from 

the band inviting essential workers to be 
part of the video promoting the new song.

Repsel said it took about and hour and a 
half to record the clips she and Milashoski 
submitted about two months ago.  

“We had a blast,” she said. “We thought 
it would be something fun to do to allevi-
ate some of the stress all of us have been 
going through.”

The video was released online this 
week.  The IVCH nurses, wearing their 
hospital name tags, can be seen four times 
in the four- minute-and-13-second video.

Repsel said she and Milashoski have 
always been big fans of Huey Lewis and 
the News.  The two are holding a sign 
that says “We love you, Huey!” in one 
of the clips that can be seen on the video.

“We are lucky and proud to have such 
wonderful fans, many of whom are front 
line workers themselves, to highlight the 
courage, compassion, and sacrifices we 
are so grateful for,” Lewis said in a state-
ment published on the Datebook web site.

Live virtual program “When the Men Were Gone” 
♦ LaSalle Public Library to host author of novel 
based on true story of female football coach

LA SALLE - The LaSalle 
Public Library will host a 
virtual presentation with 
author Marjorie Herrera 
Lewis on Tuesday, Sept. 8 
as she shares a true story of 
courage, perseverance, gen-
der politics, war and Friday 
night football. 

Autumn 1944 – for the 
folks of Brownwood, Texas, 
the only thing more import-
ant than winning the war is 
football. It is the heartbeat 
of Brownwood and Fri-
day nights. For as long as 
assistant principal Tylene 
Wilson can recall, the town 
has gathered in the stands to 
cheer their boys on. The war, 
though, has changed every-
thing. Most Brownwood men 
have gone to war and in the 
small town, possibilities for 
a new coach are limited. Ty-
lene, who learned the game 
at her daddy’s knee, knows 

more about it than most men, 
so she does the unthinkable, 
convincing the school to let 
her take the job. Faced with 
opposition from the press, the 
community, rival coaches, 
referees, and even the play-
ers, Tylene remains resolute. 
When her boys rally around 
her, she leads the team - and 
the town - to a Friday night 
and subsequent season they 
will never forget. 

Marjorie Herrera Lewis is 
the author of “When the Men 
Were Gone,” a novel based 
on the true story of Tylene 
Wilson. She is also co-edi-
tor of SportsDay Bound, a 
collection of sports stories 
published by The Dallas 
Morning News. Lewis knew 
early on that she wanted to be 
a sportswriter. After several 
years at small newspapers, 
she began working at the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 

She later joined the Dallas 
Morning News sports writing 
staff. Throughout her career, 
Lewis covered college and 
professional sports, includ-
ing the Texas Rangers and 
Dallas Mavericks, as well 
as tennis and golf. She also 
covered the Super Bowl, 
Wimbledon, the NCAA 
men’s basketball tourna-
ment, and several college 
bowl games. She teaches 
media ethics at the University 
of North Texas.

This program will be 
presented in a live virtual 
format via Zoom beginning 
at 6 p.m. on Sept. 8. It is free 
and open to the public. To 
receive the virtual viewing 
link, please register by going 
to https://bit.ly/3iTMfQg. 
For more information, please 
contact Rachael Blomquist, 
Digital Content Librarian, at 
rblomquist@lasalle.lib.il.us 
or call the Library at (815) 
223-2341. 

Aden Lamps Foundation Walk/Run benefits local hospitals
MENDOTA - The Aden 

Lamps Foundation will host 
its 8th Annual 5K run/walk 
during the week of Sept. 5 
through 12. 

This year, the walk/run 
will be virtual with partici-
pants choosing to complete 
the walk/run at the location 
of their choice. 

Registration fee for adults 
is $20 and registration is open 

until Sept. 12. The cost for 
children ages 14 and under 
is $15. The fee includes a 
T-shirt for kids of all ages 
and children age 7 and under 
will receive a participation 
medal. 

There will be two male/
female awards per age group 
for those who submit their 
time and qualify for an 
award. There will also be 

raffle baskets on their web-
site during that same week. 
T-shirts and medals will be 
mailed or delivered with no 
contact delivery.

The Aden Lamps Founda-
tion helps spread awareness 
for SUID (Sudden Unexpect-
ed Infant Deaths). The Foun-
dation was started in 2014 
by Aden’s mother, Ashley 
Lamps, and since the incep-

tion, the foundation has been 
able to purchase 7,244 sleep 
sacks and over 5,000 safe 
sleep board books, which 
are then donated to IVCH, 
St. Margaret’s Hospital, OSF 
St. Elizabeth Medical Center, 
LaSalle County WIC, and 
other local organizations. 

Every local newborn re-
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Bradley Bradford
MENDOTA - Bradley “Brad” 

Bradford, 62, of Mendota passed 
away at home Aug. 19, 2020 after 
a brave battle with cancer.

Due to COVID-19, services will 
be private. Burial will be at Wisner 
Cemetery. A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is handling 
arrangements.

Brad was born July 13, 1958 in 
Mendota to Archie and Doris (LaDene) Bradford. He married 
Sandra Knowlton.

Survivors include his wife; three children, Adam (Stepha-
nie) Cioni of Downers Grove and Gabrielle (Travis) Barkman 
and Nathan Bradford, both of Mendota; two grandchildren, 
Conrad and Geneva Barkman; three brothers; two sisters; 
many nieces and nephews and his faithful dog, Sadie Mae.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one brother.
Brad was a 1976 graduate of Mendota High school. 

He was a union carpenter most of his life and was looking 
forward to retirement. He loved fi shing and relaxing with 
friends and family. Wherever he went, a good time was had 
by all. His pride and joy was his two grandchildren. He spent 
30 years married to his loving wife. On the weekends, you 
could fi nd him working at home or out at family karaoke 
night with his kids. 

Memorials may be directed to the donor’s choice.

David A. Miller
LA MOILLE - David A. Miller, 

59, of LaMoille passed away at 
home Aug. 18, 2020 surrounded 
by his family, after a battle with 
colon cancer. 

Private family funeral services 
were held at 11 a.m. on Aug. 21 at 
the Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota 
with Rev. Patrick Fixsen offi ciating. 
Cremation rites were accorded after 
the funeral and burial will be private 
at a later date. Visitation was on Aug. 20 from 4-7 p.m. at 
the funeral home. Face masks we re required and social dis-
tancing appreciated.

David was born Dec. 6, 1960 in Mendota to Raymond 
and Frances (McConnell) Miller. He married Angela (Taylor) 
Miller on May 16, 1992 in LaMoille. She preceded him in 
death on Oct. 17, 2019.

Survivors include one daughter, Taylor (David Bowers) 
Miller of Washington, D.C.; fi ve sisters, Cheryl (Ron) Zolper 
of Byron, Pamela (Ben) Martino of Beverly Hills, Fla., Dawn 
(Randy) Shaddick of Amboy, Lori (Tim) Selquist of Triumph 
and Mary (Jason) DePolo of Thomasville, N.C.; 27 nieces 
and nephews; and 48 great-nieces and -nephews. 

He was preceded in death by wife; his father in 1990; his 
mother in 1994; one brother, Raymond Miller Jr. in 1989; 
two sisters, Linda (Miller) Schmidt in 2004 and Patricia 
(Miller) Zerfes in 2016; and one great-nephew, Lucas Neu-
mann in 2009.

David was a 1979 graduate of Mendota High School. He 
worked for Twait Farms since April 2008. He was a member 
of St. Patrick Catholic Church. 

Memorials may be directed to Cops 4 Cancer or Illinois 
Cancer Care. 

Robert T. Harmon
EARLVILLE - Robert “Bob” T. 

Harmon, 84, formerly of Earlville, 
died Aug. 4, 2020.

Funeral Mass will be held at 9:30 
a.m. on Friday, Aug. 28 in an outdoor 
setting at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Upland, Calif. Locally, a 
rosary and graveside service will be 
held at St. Theresa’s Catholic Cem-
etery in Earlville on Friday, Sept. 4 
at 10 a.m. with military honors by 
Earlville American Legion Post 549. Please join family for a 
brief, distanced social after each service. A proper celebration 
will be scheduled in each location when stories and love 
for Bob can be safely shared in more festive settings. Local 
arrangements are being handled by Hanley-Turner-Eighner 
Funeral Home in Earlville.

Bob was born Aug. 26, 1935 in Earlville. 
Survivors include two children, Teri and Kate; his second 

true love, Janet Bellavia; a son-in-law, Erik; his only grandson, 
Spencer; one sister, Joan; one brother, Tom; and his beloved 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Bob grew up with the joy and hard work of living post-de-
pression in a small, Midwestern farming town. Fishing in the 
creek, climbing trees, chasing the train and playing football, 
he was grateful for his early life lessons. He joined the U.S. 
Air Force right after high school, met Rosalie at a dance 
in her home town in California, and they spent the next 40 
years together raising two girls, Teri and Kate, and living 
all over the United States plus Germany. Bob found time to 
earn his BA  with honors and retired from his military career 
as Commander of the 1965th Communications Squadron 
with over 350 troops on his watch. He continued his career 
in communications with Kaiser Permanente and Pacifi c Bell, 
both in Los Angeles, and then he showed us what retirement 
is supposed to look like, fi lling his days with recreational 
activities like daily power walks that included the redistribu-
tion of golf balls from the golf course where he lived to the 
student golfers at Earlville High School. He was the lead man 
in his weekly tap-dancing class over many years (okay, the 
only man), and he sang with several chorales and barbershop 
groups, traveling for performances all over the world including 
the iconic Carnegie Hall in NYC. Bob met his second true 
love, Janet, and they shared their mutual love of singing and 
socializing and drinking IPAs for 12 years together. He also 
found great joy contributing his time and energy to charitable 
organizations including Working Wardrobes, adult literacy 
and food banks, plus always deepening his Catholic faith 
with and in support of Saint Anthony Parish.

In lieu of fl owers, please consider a donation to the Amer-
ican Heart Association, the American Cancer Society, or one 
of your favorite organizations. For more information or to sign 
the online guest book, go to www.eighnerfuneralhomes.com.  
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Wheel on Gandy Dancer hand car at 

Union Depot RR Museum, 683 Main St.
Winner -   Fred Mende
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Lauretta A. Iversen 
PAW PAW - Lauretta A. Ivers-

en, 107, of Paw Paw, passed away 
Aug. 23, 2020 at Heritage Health, 
Mendota. 

Due to the coronavirus, there 
will be a private family funeral at 
Rollo Congregational Church in 
Rollo on Saturday, Aug. 29 with 
Pastor David Marquardt offi ciating. 
Private graveside service will follow 
at Wyoming Cemetery in Paw Paw.

Lauretta Alice Ferguson was born Aug. 2, 1913 in Willow 
Creek Township, Lee County, north of Paw Paw, to Omer and 
Lillie (King) Ferguson. She married her soul mate, Arnold 
Iversen, on Aug. 29, 1931. He preceded her in death in 1979. 

Survivors include one son, Gilbert and Barbara (Landers) 
Iversen of Paw Paw; three grandchildren, Kimberlee and 
Glenn Fox of Paw Paw, Corey and Julie (Todd) Iversen of 
Earlville, and Gay and Donald Sellers of Earlville; eight 
great-grandchildren; 16 great-great-grandchildren; and many 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband; her parents 
and step-father, Lawrence “Shorty” Gallagher; her brother 
and sister-in-law, Donald and Wilma (Braid) Ferguson; and 
so many wonderful friends.

Lauretta grew up in the Paw Paw and Rollo area. She started 
school in fi rst grade at Rollo School, riding her horse four 
miles to attend. She met the love of her life, Arnold Iversen, 
at a dance held at the school. She said, “I liked Arnold from 
the moment I saw him.” They dated throughout her high 
school years and she graduated from Rollo High School in 
June of 1931 as the valedictorian. Following high school, 
she married Arnold at the Paw Paw Baptist Church in Paw 
Paw and they began a life of farming. Two years later, their 
son Gilbert was born. After a lot of hard work, they were 
able to purchase their own farm in 1943, which is still the 
family homestead today. She often talked of the good old 
farm days, when they purchased their fi rst tractor by trading 
a horse, a cow, and some cash. Later on, around 1949, they 
bought their fi rst semi-truck and trailer and started their own 
business as Iversen & Son Trucking. “You call, we haul” was 
their slogan. Arnold, Gilbert and hired men hauled livestock, 
grain and freight locally and to many different states. Lauretta 
always said Arnold did the hard work and she ran the books. 
She taught herself how to keep the books and fi nances of 
the trucking business and the farm. There was nothing this 
lady couldn’t do or fi gure out. Gilbert later took over the 
trucking business and Lauretta retired from farming at the 
young age of 98.

Through their 47 years of marriage, Lauretta and Arnold 
loved to travel everywhere and visited 48 states with very 
dear friends of theirs. They had a very loyal hired man, Chuck 
Zimmerman, who ran the farm and their son, Gilbert ran the 
trucking business, which he later took over. After her husband 
passed away, she continued farming and traveled to Hawaii 
and Alaska to complete seeing all 50 states. This very special 
lady had a thirst for knowledge and never stopped learning 
or teaching. Lauretta always made time for family. Early in 
the years, she so enjoyed having the grandchildren on the 
farm. In later years, she would take her great-grandchildren 
to McDonalds for lunch, to the park, for combine rides, or 
shopping at John Deere or Hello Kitty store - wonderful 
memories of them spending the night with her. She was a 
loving, devoted mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
great-great-grandmother and aunt. We will miss her so much.

Memorials may be directed to the Paw Paw Fire Depart-
ment/Ambulance or Rollo Congregational Church, where 
she was the oldest living member of the church. Please visit 
www.TormanFuneralHome.com to sign the online guest book.

Labor Day Mass scheduled
MAY TOWNSHIP - A 

Mass will be offered at 
10 a.m. on Labor Day, 
Monday, Sept. 7, at St. 
Michael’s Cemetery - 
Sandy Hill, located off 
of Sublette Road, east of 

Rockyford Road in May 
Township. Please bring 
a lawn chair for seating. 

Social distancing will 
be practiced and every-
one is asked to wear a 
face mask. 

ceives one of the sleep sack 
packages, with a retail value 
of approximately $25. 

The sleep sack package 
contains a reusable bag, a 
sleep sack (zip up wearable 
blanket), and an infant board 
book. 

The mission of the Aden 
Lamps Foundation is to ed-
ucate local families on the 
dangers of an unsafe sleep-
ing environment for infants. 
The sleep sacks are a safer 
alternative to having loose 
blankets in the crib. 

Aden Lamps, son of Andy 
and Ashley Lamps, died in 

2013 of a SUID at the age 
of 4 1/2 months.

For more information, 
contact Ashley Lamps at 
(815) 712-7701 or aden-
lampsfoundation@gmail.
com. 

Information can also be 
found on Facebook or at 
www.safesleepforaden.org.  

IVCC offering beginners 
digital photography class

OGLESBY - Illinois Valley Community College’s Con-
tinuing Education Offi ce offers “Photography for Beginners: 
DSLR” (HLR-2506-309) from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Sept. 3 through Oct. 8 in E320.

Instructor Doug Dellinger will teach students about basic 
photography concepts, camera settings and functions, lenses, 
accessories and an overview of topics related to imagery.

Students will review and discuss photos presented by the 
instructor as well as student work.

Class will meet both indoors and outdoors, weather per-
mitting. Class size is limited to 8-10 students. Students should 
bring a digital SLR camera, lens, memory card and camera 
manual to class. Call (815) 224-0447 to register. 
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011  

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, August 28 
Cod Oscar

Saturday, August 29
Cookout Night!

Ribeye & Chops on charcoal grill. Served with potato,  
vegetable, salad bar & dessert.

(also serving full menu both nights)

08242020

Serving lunch Tuesday - Saturday from  
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Dinner starting at 5 p.m.

Open for indoor 
dining. Carryout  

and curbside pickup 
also available.

The Illinois 2020 Census 
Advisory Panel discussed 
obstacles to self-reporting 
and shifting standards from 
the federal government at a 
regularly scheduled meeting 
Aug. 21.

“This past month, as you 
all know, has been a month 
of many surprises for us at 
the census office,” Oswaldo 
Alvarez, co-director of the 
Illinois Census Office at the 
IDHS, said.

There were several con-
tributing factors that led the 
office to reorder its timeline, 
including delays in in-person 
door-knocking and the Trump 
Administration’s Aug. 13 
announcement that the census 
portal would close Sept. 30 
instead of Oct. 31.

“So at this point we are 
operating at the census office 
as if (Sept. 30) is the official 
deadline and that’s it, until 
we are informed otherwise,” 
Alvarez said. “Because of 
that, there has been a lot of 
shifting that we have been 
doing at the census office.”

Additionally, a July 21 
presidential memorandum 
seeking to exclude illegal im-
migrants from being counted 
as it pertains to Congressional 
apportionment also created 
confusion at IDHS. That 
memorandum has since been 
challenged in court, but, if im-
plemented, would cost Illinois 
up to two seats in the House.

For the 2020 fiscal year, 
IDHS was funding more 
than 360 non-profits and 
municipal governments for 
the purpose of increasing 
census self-response rates. 
But that number has dwindled 
to a little more than 250 for 
fiscal year 2021 due to the 
pandemic, shifting deadlines 
and other circumstances.

Funds to those nonprofits 
are disbursed through 30 other 
non-profit organizations that 
serve as regional intermediar-
ies, or RIs, which oversee 12 
regions of the state and lead 
hyperlocal outreach efforts.

Intermediaries include 
health-based agencies such 
as the Illinois Primary Health 
Care Association, community 
outreach groups such as Teens 
Against Killing Everywhere, 
and other organizations such 
as the Metropolitan Mayors 
Caucus.

IDHS was allocated $29 
million for the 2020 fiscal 
year to be used for census 
outreach, including nearly 
$26 million set aside for re-
gional intermediaries. 

State agencies assisting 
in census outreach were 
allocated $2.3 million, while 
approximately $900,000 
went to the University of Il-
linois at Chicago for technical 
assistance and data analysis.

Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, not all the funds 
were spent before the end of 
the fiscal year on June 30, so 
they were reappropriated for 
the current fiscal year. As of 
last week, a little over $4.4 
million remains unspent.

“We were nervous that it 
would be a lot more remaining 
than 4.4 (million),” Maris-
honta Wilkerson, also co-di-
rector of the Illinois Census 
Office, said at the meeting. 
“We thought it would be like 
10 (million). But the RI’s 
were creative, and they found 
different ways to engage their 
communities virtually and we 
are happy about that.”

Still, some areas of the 
state remain below their 
self-response target rates. 
As part of its August report, 
IDHS said many counties had 
self-response rates below 50 
percent. As of July 29, Har-
din, Calhoun, Henderson and 
Alexander counties had the 
lowest response rates, with 
Hardin County in particular 
sitting at 31.9 percent, 10 
percentage points fewer than 
the next lowest county.

“The governor’s office has 
asked us to do a final and bigger 
push in certain areas of popula-
tion, so we are having our RI’s 
gear up and do a big push,” 
Wilkerson said. “Additional 
canvassing, door-knocking in 
rural areas and in particularly 
the African American, Latinx 
and Asian areas.”

Census
Continued from Page A1

Strengthening Agriculture.  
He also received fifth place 
in FFA Section 7 Agriculture 
Mechanics. Stamberger at-
tended NIU Huskie Hack and 
was a U of I SAIL computer 
science participant. He is a 
member of Zion ZEBRAS 
youth group and attended the 
Youthworks Mission Trip. 
This is his second year to 
receive an invitation to the 
Academic Incentive break-
fast for his high honor roll 
achievement.

Stewart is the daugh-
ter of Jason and Cheryl 
Stewart. She is a member 
of math team, Academic 
Challenge, Spanish Club 
and is an MHS cheerleader. 
She was awarded honor roll 
and received her second 
invitation to the Academic 
Incentive breakfast.

Junior students honored 
are Amanda Barrett, Amel-
lia Bromenschenkel, Lily 
Linden, Ella Massey and 
Madi Mikolasek. 

Barrett is the daughter 
of Jeff Barrett. This year 
she has been a member of 
the math team, Scholastic 
Bowl, Academic Challenge 
and Spanish Club. She is a 
member of National Honor 
Society and Spanish Na-
tional Honor Society and 
serves as a principal’s office 
worker. Barrett has received 
honor roll and received her 
third invitation to the Aca-
demic Incentive breakfast 
for her accomplishments.

Bromenschenkel is the 
daughter of Chad and Debi 
Bromenschenkel. She has 
been involved in volleyball, 
basketball, and soccer. She 
was first-team all-confer-
ence in basketball as well as 
IBCA All-State Basketball 
Team and was awarded 
Area Basketball Player of 
the Year. She serves as a 
principal’s office worker, 
is a member of National 
Honor Society, Spanish 
National Honor Society 
and Academic Challenge. 
She was awarded honor 
roll and has earned her third 
invitation to the Academic 
Incentive breakfast. 

Linden is the daughter 
of Maureen Linden. During 
her junior year, she has been 
involved in pep and march-
ing band, choir, All-State 
Chorus, show choir, wood-
wind choir for Madrigals, 
and was a crew member 
for the fall play. Linden is 
a member of Interact Club, 

Academic Challenge and 
the cross country team. She 
is a member of National 
Honor Society and was 
awarded honor roll for all 
three years at MHS. 

Massey is the daughter of 
Chad and Melinda Massey. 
She is a member of the track 
team and the volleyball 
team where she is a three-
year varsity starter, was a 
captain this year and was 
first-team all-conference 
and second-team all-area in 
both 2018 and 2019. She is a 
member of Student Council, 
Spanish Club, Academic 
Challenge, math team, 
served on the Homecoming 
and Prom committees and 
attended TEC. She was 
inducted into the National 
Honor Society and Spanish 
National Honor Society. 
Massey was Homecom-
ing attendant in 2017 and 
2018 and earned her third 
invitation to the Academic 
Incentive breakfast.

Mikolasek is the daugh-
ter of Ray and Terri Miko-
lasek. During her junior 
year, she has been a mem-
ber of the volleyball team, 
Student Council and math 
team, where she earned 
second place in the calcu-
lator team competition. She 
is a member of Academic 
Challenge, earning second 
place in Physics. She is a 
member of the National 
Honor Society and Spanish 
National Honor Society. 
Mikolasek earned honor 
roll and received her third 
invitation to the Academic 
Incentive breakfast.

Senior students being 
honored are Hannah Am-
bler, Noah DeLong and 
Sean Dullard.

Ambler is the daughter 
of Carl and Susan Ambler. 
She is active in band; 
serving as band president, 
tennis,  basketball  and 
cheer. She is a member of 
the math team and National 
Honor Society; serving as 
president, student council, 
Interact Club, is a delegate 
to ALA Illini Girls State, 
adapted Physical Educa-
tion Leader and served 

on the Homecoming and 
Prom committees. She 
attended TEC and was an 
Illinois Leadership Sem-
inar Attendee in 2018. 
Ambler is an Illinois State 
Scholar and received the 
DAR Good Citizenship 
Award and the John Orth 
Principal’s award. She was 
awarded for seven semes-
ters on the honor roll.

DeLong is the son of 
Michael and Janet DeLong. 
He has been a member 
of the golf, basketball, 
cross country, and tennis 
teams and participated in 
band, choir; serving as 
president, Madrigals, and 
Academic Challenge. He is 
a member of the National 
Honor Society and Spanish 
National Honor Society 
and an IMEA All-State 
chorus member.  DeLong 
was crowned Homecoming 
King this fall. He received 
the LaSalle Regional Of-
fice of Education Student 
Excellence Award, the John 
Orth Principal’s award and 
is an Illinois State Scholar. 
He is a drummer for First 
Baptist Church of LaM-
oille Praise Band, helps 
with LaMoille Community 
Bible School, assisted in 
fundraising and volunteers 
for the local PADS shelter. 
He has been awarded for 
seven semesters on the 
honor roll, and this is his 
fourth year to be invited to 
the Lions Honor Banquet.

Dullard is the son of 
Steve and Deb Dullard. 
While at Mendota High 
School, he has been in-
volved in band, jazz band, 
Drumline, percussion sec-
tion leader and was a 
Drama Dept. tech crew 
member. He was chosen 
for Augustana College’s 
Honor Band.  He is  a 
member of National Honor 
Society, WYSE Academic 
Team, and is a Boy Scout 
of America Life Scout. 
Dullard attended Illinois 
Premier Boys State and is 
an Illinois State Scholar. 
He received second place 
in the Spanish Regional 
Cultural Contest, second 
place at the 2018 WYSE 
Academic Challenge, and 
an MHS Pulley commen-
dation. He received Order 
of the Arrow, Boy Scouts 
of America Eagle Scout, 
BSA. This is his fourth 
year to be invited to the 
MHS Academic Honors 
breakfast and Lions Honor 
Banquet.

Lions
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By REBECCA ANZEL
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Re-
formers say it’s time for 
Illinoisans to “advocate for 
themselves” when lawmak-
ers redraw the state’s political 
boundaries in a few months.

That’s the message the 
Coalition for Honest and 
New Government Ethics, or 
CHANGE Illinois — a group 
that has long advocated for 
changes to the redistricting 
process — intends to deliver 
through an online application 
its helped develop.

Using Representable, 
residents can input informa-
tion about their communities 
— geographic borders, his-
torical information, cultural 
and ethnic members and 
economic factors — to draw 
more “actionable” maps for 
use by lawmakers during 
redistricting, said company 
co-founder Preeti Iyer.

This latest attempt by 
CHANGE at reform comes 
after the failure of a proposed 
constitutional amendment 
that would have created an 
independent redistricting 
commission. The amend-
ment did not get the requisite 
legislative support it needed 
before a May 3 deadline, 
after the Illinois General 
Assembly halted its session 
in March in response to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic.

The state’s Constitution 
specifies that lawmakers 
have until June 30, 2021, 
to create an agreed-upon 
redistricting plan. If they are 
unsuccessful, a bipartisan 
commission will be con-
vened to finish the job.

Ryan Tolley, policy di-
rector for CHANGE Illi-
nois, said both the House 
and Senate held at least 15 
hearings in 2011 — the last 
year legislators were tasked 
with drawing new maps — to 
hear from communities about 
their representation needs. 
The group’s partnership with 
Representable is meant to 
encourage residents to attend 
any hearings with tangible 
proposals.

“Even though we weren’t 
able to change the process, 
we can’t just let the remap 
go forward without making 
a concerted effort to ensure 
our communities are playing 
an active role in advocating 
for themselves,” Tolley said. 

Redistricting reformers seek 
to change mapping process

“It’s so vitally important for 
these communities to be at 
the table, because everyone’s 
ability to advocate for them-
selves over the next decade is 
going to, in part, be dictated 
by this.”

Complicating the Gen-
eral Assembly’s timetable 
this year is uncertainty the 
U.S. Census Bureau will 
get states, President Donald 
Trump and Congress the data 
it is tasked with obtaining and 
analyzing in time.

Due to COVID-19, cen-
sus workers were delayed 
by three or four months in 
outreach and counting efforts 
this year, Jay Young, exec-
utive director of Common 
Cause, said. The bureau 
asked for an extension to 
report information to the 
federal and state govern-
ments, but later retracted that 
request. Common Cause is 
a nonpartisan government 
watchdog group.

“Whatever is going to 
happen, it is not clear when 
data will ultimately get first 
to the president and then to 
the states to allow them to 
do their remap,” Young said. 
“There are lots of things that 
feel broken right now, and 
even if you set aside all the 
things already going on in 
the General Assembly that 
makes things complicated 
and confusing and hard to 
predict, this is the sort of task 
that is going to be especially 
complicated.”

The situation in Illinois 
will be “particularly messy,” 
he added, in underserved 
communities classified as 
traditionally hard to count.

In a news release an-
nouncing Representable, 
CHANGE Illinois wrote that 
“in too many previous redis-
tricting cycles, politicians 
draw districts that splinter 
and split up neighborhoods 
and communities of people 
with common bonds. Split-
ting up neighborhoods or 
natural communities dilutes 
people’s political power and 
advocacy strength.”

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Grass clippings, etc. in streets
No person shall throw, place or leave, or cause or 

permit to be thrown, placed or left, any ashes, dirt, filth 
or rubbish, grass clippings, or foreign matter in or upon 
any street, alley or sidewalk of the City of Mendota.

Penalty: Any person violating this section shall be 
subject to the penalty of not less than $50 nor more 
than $500. Imposition of any penalty for a violation of 
this section shall not be construed as a waiver of the 
right of the City to collect the cost of removal of such 
nuisance where it is necessary for the City to remove 
such nuisance.

Mendota City Ordinance
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By Rich Lowry
At this rate, Postmaster General Louis DeJoy will be 

lucky if he isn’t arrested and tried for treason before a peo-
ple’s tribunal.

According to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, DeJoy is a 
“complicit crony” aiding Trump’s efforts to sabotage Amer-
ican democracy. She believes the two have hatched a plot to 
delay mail-in voting and disenfranchise countless Americans 
prior to the election. 

In tried-and-true fashion, President Trump has stoked 
suspicions by saying that he opposes a $25 billion Postal 
Service bailout in the latest Democratic COVID-19 relief 
bill. According to Trump, blocking this measure -- and $3 
billion in election aid to the states -- will prevent universal 
mail-in voting. But the bailout doesn’t have anything to do 
with mail-in voting, and given the billions of pieces of mail 
handled by the post office every week, it surely can handle 
the increased volume from mail-in voting. 

It is true that Postmaster General DeJoy is a major Trump 
donor. He made his fortune in shipping and logistics, though, 
and he was selected by the Postal Service’s board of governors. 

Little did he know, when he took over the agency in June, 
that he’d soon have a starring role in the country’s latest 
psychodrama. Every change at the Postal Service is now 
seen through the prism of a belief that the agency is a tool 
of creeping authoritarianism. 

Letter collection boxes are being removed -- never mind 
that this has been an ongoing process for years. Underutilized 
boxes are decommissioned or moved to higher-traffic areas. 
In 2009, the Washington Post reported that 200,000 boxes 
had been shelved over the past two decades. In 2016, the 
inspector general noted that another 12,000 collection boxes 
had been cut over the previous five years. 

Letter collection boxes all of a sudden have big, red locks 
on them -- well, yeah, as an off-hours device to prevent the 
theft of mail, also something the Postal Service has done 
for years.

The Postal Service is deactivating mail-sorting machines 
-- right, and there was a plan for this prior to DeJoy becoming 
postmaster general, and it has long been discussed in response 
to the declining volume of mail. 

DeJoy is cutting back on overtime -- indeed he is, because 
artificially swollen overtime is an enormous expense that 
he hopes to eliminate with a more rational delivery system. 

Democrats and much of the media make it sound as though 
the post office was an efficient, smooth-running agency 
before DeJoy took charge. In reality, the post office has lost 
nearly $80 billion since 2007, and it lost more than $2 billion 
last quarter. Unless the service finds a way to innovate, it is 
headed for bankruptcy.

This is the impetus for DeJoy’s reforms, which should 
be welcomed by all the people now caterwauling about how 
essential the post office is to the American way of life. 

DeJoy has been adamant that the Postal Service will do its 
job regarding mail-in ballots. The post office’s recent warnings 
to states that they should be mindful of how quickly ballots 
can be delivered were intended to avoid unrealistically late 
deadlines for mail-in voting that could create a train wreck 
in November.

But in their inflamed state, Democrats want a villain. If 
not a foreign potentate, then the guy in charge of delivering 
the mail.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The Post Office paranoia

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Aug. 31, 2005)
By Jessica Nashold

When the day was set for dedi-
cation of a State Park on the site of 
the birthplace of Wild Bill Hickok, it 
was combined with the unveiling of a 
monument in his memory and elaborate 
homecoming activities in Troy Grove. 
That date was Friday, Aug. 29, 1930 – 75 
years ago. The Mendota Reporter was 
published on Thursday, so the Aug. 28 
issue was filled with information about 
the events being scheduled.

The dedication of the State Park 
was to take place at 10:30 a.m., under 
auspices of the Illinois State Historical 
Society. R.G. Soderstrom, representing 
Governor Emmerson, made the presen-
tation of the Park. It was accepted by 
James Weldon, president of the Town 
Board.

The monument to James Butler 
Hickok was unveiled by Mrs. Martha 
Hickok, widow of Horace D. Hickok, 
the oldest living relative of Wild Bill’s 
generation.

Next, the Paw Paw band was sched-
uled to play a processional, as the as-
sembled crowd marched to the speaker’s 
stand in the village park. William Rice, 
a noted orator, was to give an address, 
after which “Illinois” was to be sung 
by those present.

Remarks were made by Dr. Otto L. 
Schmidt, president of the Illinois Histor-
ical Association, and by Congressman 
John T. Buckbee of Rockford.

At noon, a long table would be 
prepared for the notables, and smaller 
tables for those who did not wish to be 
seated at the head table. At 1 p.m., a 
parade was planned, showing changes in 
transportation over the years. Fashions 
from the early days of Troy Grove to 
current Flapper Styles would also be 
shown.

Miss Mayme Andrews of Troy Grove 
and Mrs. Alta Milar of Mendota were to 
sing a duet, after which the president of 
the Community Club was to call old tim-
ers to the platform to share reminisces.

In the evening, pictures were to be 

shown in the village hall, with com-
mentary by O.M. Andrews.

This will illustrate the Home-
coming theme – “Back to the 
Old Neighborhood.”

***
At a city council meeting in August 

1930, a letter was read from the State 
Sanitary Water Board, indicating that 
the tank and screens in place at the 
Inderrieden canning plant were not 
adequate to prevent contamination of 
the city water supply. The city attorney 
was instructed to notify Inderrieden that 
corrections must be made before the 
start of the canning season.

That season started on Tuesday, Aug. 
19 and about 300 people were waiting 
to be put to work. The first load was 
delivered by James Foster, who estimat-
ed yield might be 2 ½ tons to the acre.

That first delivery was found to be 
“too soft,” so the plant was shut down 
on Wednesday, to be opened again on 
Saturday.

The notice from the State 
Sanitary Board may also have 
influenced the shutdown.

***
Dr. Elbridge McIntyre announced he 

was moving his practice to Princeton, 
where he would join Dr. C.C. Barrett, his 
father-in-law. He had previously been 
in practice in Mendota, with his father.

***
A tractor plowing demonstration was 

held Aug. 23, 1930, on the farm tenanted 
by William McGrath, 2 ½ miles north of 
Mendota. Mendota Welding & Supply 
had the agency for the Allis Chalmers 
tractor and LaCrosse plow used in the 
demonstration. Farmers were urged to 
come and inspect the work. Also – 

Sit back of the wheel and drive 
the tractor.

***

A gasoline explosion at the Clif-
ford Setchell farm east of Mendota 
brought out the Mendota Fire Depart-
ment. A 30-gallon tank of gasoline 
and a 40-gallon barrel of kerosene 
were located close to the house. 
When the Setchell daughter, Ruth, 
drew gasoline from the tank, a spark 
ignited the contents. No buildings 
were involved, but columns of smoke 
brought in the neighbors.

Luckily, Ruth had turned her 
head and scorched only her back.

***
Kindergarten was held in both 

Blackstone and Lincoln schools in 1930. 
Lucille Fritz taught both classes. In the 
first semester, classes in Blackstone 
were held in the morning from 8-11 
a.m. Lincoln classes were 1-3 p.m. In 
the second semester, the times were 
reversed, with Blackstone classes in 
the afternoon and Lincoln classes in 
the morning.

This will prevent the feeling that 
favoritism has been shown.
To be eligible for kindergarten, 

children must have reached the age of 
6 years by Dec. 1.

***
Waneta Westgate and Sylvan Henry, 

a demonstration team for the Mendota 
4-H Club, placed first in a demonstra-
tion competition at the State Fair in 
August 1930.

They were coached by G.E. Mer-
cer, head of the Ag Department 
at MTHS.

***
Farm news in The Mendota Re-

porter often reflected the views of the 
publishers, Nisley and Leiser. On Aug. 
21, 1930, they had this to say:

Every now and then someone starts 
the rumor that the world is getting 
warmer or cooler or dryer or wetter, 
but it is the same old world. We are not 
going to be frozen stiff or burnt up. The 
thermometer is only about 200 years old 
and the records dating back to the 18th 
century yield very little information. No, 
the world is not changing.

The fault lies with the people 
who inhabit the world.

Troy Grove homecoming – 1930
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – Last week, I watched my three 

daughters head off for school after a long and frustrating 
five months away from their classrooms. 

Like any parent, I felt a mixture of pride and appre-
hension as they went out the door.

My children are among the 10 percent of school-
age Illinois youngsters who will be attending school 
in-person five days a week. 

That number in itself is stunning. COVID-19 has so 
altered our society that 90 percent of the state’s pupils 
are learning in a different setting than they were just a 
year ago.

According to the Illinois State Board of Education, 
most public school students, 59 percent, will be beginning 
the school year in a remote-learning setting, usually over 
a computer. The remaining 31 percent will be learning in 
a blended environment where some days they are being 
taught remotely and other days they are in a classroom. 

After months of studying the different educational 
paths, I have to concede that they all have drawbacks. 

I don’t want my children – or anyone’s – to contract 
a virus. 

On the other hand, I believe the ideal environment for 
youngsters to learn is in school with a teacher present. 

That’s not such a radical notion. It is how students 
have been taught for centuries.

Before choosing to send my kids back to school, I 
reviewed their schools’ COVID-19 safety plans. Mask 
wearing and social distancing will be strictly enforced 
in the Catholic schools they attend. Desks will be dis-
infected between students. Hand washing augmented 
with hand sanitizing will occur multiple times during 
the school day. 

Is it a risk-free plan? No. But it would seem the best 
of less than ideal alternatives. 

Unfortunately, many school boards have focused on 
reducing liability for school districts rather than holistic 
solutions for the child. 

We need to ask ourselves if children are safer in a 
structured environment such as a school or being home 
without parental supervision. Even when alternate adult 
supervision is available while a parent works, it’s often 
with an older family member such as a grandparent. 

Elderly people are the most vulnerable group during 
this pandemic. We should be seeking to limit their ex-
posure rather than increase it. 

And let’s be honest; if they aren’t in school they will 
likely be somewhere in a group, which may be a greater 
risk to disease spread. 

And if students are left alone at home, while parents 
work, this too can be dangerous.

But more importantly, let’s not downplay the value 
of teachers in this equation. They are trained profes-
sionals who know how to impart knowledge. The more 
miles you put between the educator and pupil the more 
difficult that becomes.

High-speed internet availability is far from universal 
due to family income or geography. The presumption that 
all students will have ready access to the internet is false.

There are no easy solutions.
But it is important to remember that youngsters 

will eventually have to return to a classroom. Parents, 
educators and school board members need to ask: What 
are the risks of not having them there now?

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and 
a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com.)

Back to school

Public Servants
ILLINOIS SENATORS

Brian Stewart (R), 45th District, Dixon office, 629 Galena 
Ave., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 284-0045; Springfield 
office, 103B State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone 
(217) 782-0180.

Sue Rezin (R), 38th District, Local office, 350 Fifth St., 
Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax 
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office, 309J Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217) 
782-7818. 

Chuck Weaver (R), 37th District, State Capitol office, 
M103A State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-1942, fax (217) 782-9586; Peoria office, 5415 University 
St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614, telephone (309) 693-4921, 
fax (309) 693-4923.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES
Tom Demmer (R), 90th District, District office, 105 E. 

First St., Suite 110, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office, 314 Capitol Building, Springfield, 
IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; e-mail demmer@
ilhousegop.org.

Lance Yednock (D), 76th District, District office, 628 
Columbus St., Suite 204, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
324-5055; e-mail staterepyednock@gmail.com; Springfield 
telephone (217) 782-0140. 

Daniel M. Swanson (D), 74th District, Springfield office, 
240-W Stratton Office Building, Springfield, IL 62706, tele-
phone (217) 782-8032, fax (217) 557-0179; District office, 
536 Oxford Ave., Suite D, Woodhull, IL 61490, telephone 
(309) 334-7474, fax (309) 334-8000.
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Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I know that on “The 
Crown,” each season follows 
the British royal family clos-
er to cur-
rent times. 
Which era 
will the next 
season cov-
er, and when 
does it be-
gin airing? 
-- R.B.

A: Season four of “The 
Crown” will take place during 
the late 1970s to early 1980s. 
Olivia Colman will continue 
as Queen Elizabeth, and 
Gillian Anderson will play 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher in this installment. 
Emma Corrin has been cast 
as Princess Diana, but only 
for the upcoming season, as 
Australian actress Elizabeth 
Debicki will play the tragic 
figure in seasons five and six. 

If you haven’t heard 
of Debicki, she has some 
impressive credits. She was 
in the British series “The 
Night Manager,” with Tom 
Hiddleston, and in the Mar-
vel movie “Guardians of the 
Galaxy Vol. 2.” She can be 
seen in the highly anticipat-
ed movie “Tenet” once it’s 
finally released in theaters.

Look for the new season of 
“The Crown” sometime later 
this year, with season five not 

E. Debicki

being released until 2022. 
***

Q: It makes me so mad 
when movies and now TV 
shows give away so much in 
previews. I was watching the 
preview for “Lucifer,” and I 
can’t believe what I saw. I 
should have never watched it. 
I like to be surprised. -- R.D.

A: You’re not alone. 
Netflix received a lot of com-
plaints for giving away what 
appears to be a huge spoiler 
in the trailer for the upcoming 
season of “Lucifer,” but it has 
assured viewers that “there is 
so much more” to the plot. 

Co-producer Joe Hender-
son told “TVLine” that “once 
fans see [the episodes], they’ll 
understand that while it seems 
like we have spoiled a lot, we 
have not spoiled much at all.” 

***
Q: I’ve followed Tom 

Pelphrey’s career ever since 
he played Jonathan on the 
daytime soap “Guiding 
Light,” and I’m thrilled that 
he’s finally getting bigger 
roles. However, I can’t be-
lieve he didn’t get an Emmy 
nomination for “Ozark.” I bet 
he wins an Oscar someday 
though. -- E.E.

A: Pelphrey burst on 
the soap opera scene back 
in 2003 when he made his 
professional acting debut 
as the troubled Jonathan 

on “Guiding Light.” While 
he didn’t get nominated for 
playing Ben on the critically 
acclaimed series “Ozark,” he 
did win two Daytime Emmy 
Awards in 2006 and 2008. 
It probably won’t be long 
before he adds a primetime 
statuette to his mantel or 
even, perhaps, an Oscar. 

Next up for him is the 
biographical film “Mank,” 
starring Gary Oldman and 
Amanda Seyfried. Pelphrey 
will play Hollywood screen-
writer and director Joseph 
Mankiewicz alongside Old-
man’s Herman Mankiewicz. 

As for Pelphrey’s slight 
by the Television Academy 
for his role in “Ozark,” 
you’re not alone. Director 
Alik Sakharov stated that 
Pelphrey’s “superb” perfor-
mance was a “compendium 
on acting, on the ability to 
inhabit the character so, so 
well -- so deeply, you just 
don’t feel like the person 
is acting. You feel like he’s 
living the role and you feel 
like he is that person.” 

With praise like that, who 
needs a trophy? 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. GENERAL KNOWL-

EDGE: Which activity uses terms 
such as baste, bias and selvage?

2. MYTHOLOGY: What are 
the Norns?

3. AD SLOGANS: Which 
product uses the advertising slo-
gan “Vermont’s Finest”?

4. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
capital of New Zealand?

5. MUSIC: Which Madonna 
song features a recitation of 16 
cultural icons?

6. U.S. STATES: How many 
states begin with the letter “A”?

7. HISTORY: Who was queen 
consort to French and English 
kings in the 12th century?

8. LITERATURE: Which 
20th-century novel begins with 
the line, “All children, except 

one, grow up”?
9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 

president detested broccoli and 
banned it from his meals?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a group of crabs called?

Answers
1. Sewing
2. Norse goddesses of fate
3. Ben & Jerry’s ice cream
4. Wellington
5. “Vogue”
6. Alabama, Alaska, Arizona 

and Arkansas
7. Eleanor of Aquitaine
8. “Peter Pan”
9. George H.W. Bush
10. A cast
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* In 2015, Godzilla was 

made an official resident of the 
Shinjuku ward of Tokyo. The 
“King of Monsters” was not 
only given Japanese citizen-
ship, but also appointed as the 
ward’s tourism ambassador.

* When Henri IV of France 
wed Maria de Medici in 1600, 
he could not actually be pres-
ent for the ceremony. Instead, 
he sent a life-sized sculpture 
of himself ... made entirely 
out of sugar.

* Knowing they might 
never return safely from the 
moon, Neil Armstrong and 
the Apollo 11 crew worried 
about the prospect of leaving 
their families without financial 
support, but couldn’t take out 
life insurance policies due 
to the extreme risks of their 
mission. Instead, they signed 
hundreds of autographs to 
be sold if they didn’t make 
it home. Thankfully, those 
weren’t needed, but still show 
up in space memorabilia auc-
tions today, going for as much 
as $30,000.

* Only two sports have 
been played on the moon 
-- golf and the javelin throw.

* At a NOAA conference 
in 1972, civil and women’s 
rights activist Roxcy Bolton 
proposed naming hurricanes 
after senators instead of wom-
en. She also preferred the term 
“him-i-canes.”

* Hot air balloons can’t be 
used in the rain because the 
water would boil from the heat, 
destroying the fabric.

* A donkey will sink in 
quicksand, but a mule won’t. 

* Like to lie back and watch 
puffy clouds drift lazily by in the 
summer sky? Bet you’d never 
guess that a single one weighs 
about 1.1 million pounds! Re-
searchers calculated that stag-
gering amount by multiplying 
a cloud’s water density by its 
volume. So how do they manage 
to float? Simple: The air below 
them is even heavier.

***
Thought for the Day: “In-

stead of letting anxieties and 
uncertainties fence off your 
life, they can become signposts 
showing you where to turn to 
do what really matters to you.” 
-- Mark Freeman

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Come 
December, Oprah Winfrey’s 
“O” Magazine will cease to 
exist in hard 
copy. Twen-
t y  y e a r s 
ago ,  “O” 
became an 
instant suc-
cess which 
grew to a 2.2 
million paid 
subscription and a readership 
of 10 million. But it will now 
be a “digitally centric” “O.” 
If this is successful, will 
“People Magazine” be next? 

***
With the passing of Olivia 

de Havilland on July 26 at age 
104, we lost the last living 
cast member of the greatest 
film ever made, “Gone With 
the Wind” (1939).

On June 30, 2017, at 101, 
Dame Olivia sued the FX 
Network and producer Ryan 
Murphy for inaccurately 
portraying her and using her 
likeness without permission 
in their mini-series “Feud: 
Bette and Joan.” The motion 
was denied in September 

de Havilland

2017 and she appealed to 
the Supreme Court, which 
also struck down her lawsuit. 
Dame Olivia was trying 
to protect her good name 
and image from being used 
adversely by writers invent-
ing dialogue that she never 
spoke, which was delivered 
by Catherine Zeta-Jones, 
who portrayed her.

She was a very special 
lady. I had two encounters 
with her. The first when I 
was 17. A friend and I went 
to The Plaza Hotel to see her 
as she checked out to go back 
to Los Angeles. We stood 
near the elevators, and in due 
time she appeared holding a 
dozen roses and a five-pound 
box of Russell Stover choco-
lates. We asked for and were 
granted an autograph, and 
after posing for photos, she 
handed the dozen roses to my 
lady friend, saying “I’d like 
you to have these.” She then 
turned to me and asked, “Do 
you have a mother?” I said I 
did, and she handed me the 
box of chocolates and said, 
“Please give this to your 
mother as a gift from me.” 

My mother didn’t believe 
the chocolates were from 
Olivia de Havilland until I 
showed her the pictures of 
Olivia holding it.

In 2008, when The Acad-
emy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences celebrated what 
would have been Bette Da-
vis’ 100 birthday, I attended 
with Gena Rowlands, who 
was speaking that night about 
working with Bette Davis. 
Robert Osborne, one of the 
hosts, said, “The next person 
to appear was to be Olivia 
de Havilland, but she lives 
in Paris and it’s difficult for 
her to travel.” A man walked 
out, whispered in his ear and 
he said, “She’s here, Olivia’s 
here,” just like in the famous 
scene at the end of Judy 
Garland’s “A Star Is Born.” 
Needless to say, the crowd 
went wild. At the reception 
I reminded her about the 
chocolates, and she loved it 
when I told her my mother 
never let me have even one 
piece!

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

“You Should Have Left” 
-- a psychological horror film 
at the top of the streaming 
charts -- features Kevin 
Bacon as a middle-age pro-
ducer in a rocky marriage to 
a young actress. The pair set 
off on a vacation with their 
young daughter to a remote 
Welsh villa penetrated by a 
sinister force that threatens 
to tear them apart.

This got me thinking 
about a game that film buffs 
used to play -- Six Degrees 
of Kevin Bacon. Bacon once 
claimed that he’d worked 
with everyone in Hollywood, 
or if not with them, then with 
someone who did. Out of that 
one statement, a phenomenon 
was born, one that occupied 
thousands of hours of film 
nerd discussion and spawned 
a board game, a book and 
even a charitable organization 
(sixdegrees.org).

It has been described as 
a parlor game, the object 
of which is to connect any 
random actor to Kevin Bacon 
through a series of no more 
than six shared connections. 
It requires absolutely no 
equipment. And it’s easier 
than you think.

For example, I am a nor-

mal, ordinary person. I once 
ran into actor River Phoenix 
at a music club in Florida, 
where he was playing with 
his family’s band. River 
Phoenix was in the movie 
“Stand By Me” with Kiefer 
Sutherland (what a bad guy!). 
Kiefer Sutherland was in 
“Flatliners” with Kevin Ba-
con. So, that’s three degrees.

Choose your own starting 
place and challenge your 
friends. To aid you, here are 
some great Kevin Bacon 
movies, along with a list of 
his co-stars.

“National Lampoon’s 
Animal House” (1978) 
-- In director John Landis’ 
crack college comedy, Bacon 
played Omega pledge Chip 
Diller. It also starred John 
Belushi, Tim Matheson, 
Tom Hulce, Karen Allen and 
Donald Sutherland.

“Diner” (1982) -- Direc-
tor Barry Levinson’s autobi-
ographical story set in late 
1950s Baltimore includes 
Steve Guttenberg, Daniel 
Stern, Mickey Rourke, Tim 
Daly, Ellen Barkin and Paul 
Reiser.

“Footloose” (1984) -- 
This ‘80s superclassic about 
a big-city kid who changes 
small-town hearts with his 

love of dance also starred 
Lori Singer, John Lithgow, 
Dianne Wiest, Chris Penn 
and Sarah Jessica Parker.

“She’s Having a Baby” 
(1988) -- Bacon plays half 
of a young couple struggling 
to conceive in a cast that 
includes Elizabeth McGov-
ern, Alec Baldwin, Holland 
Taylor, Paul Gleason and 
Edie McClurg.

“A Few Good Men” 
(1992) -- The quotable mil-
itary legal drama features 
heavy hitters Tom Cruise, 
Jack Nicholson, Demi Moore 
and Kiefer Sutherland with 
Noah Wyle, Cuba Gooding 
Jr. and a cameo by writer 
Aaron Sorkin.

“Apollo 13” (1995) -- 
Houston, we have a fantastic 
cast, including Tom Hanks, 
Bill Paxton, Gary Sinise and 
Ed Harris.

“Black Mass” (2015) -- 
Irish mobster Whitey Bulger 
is the focus of an investiga-
tion in this crime drama with 
a cast that includes Johnny 
Depp, Benedict Cumber-
batch, Joel Edgerton, Dakota 
Johnson, W. Earl Brown and 
Juno Temple.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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SPORTS

Mendota High School 
Cross Country 2020

Head coach: Kevin Wohrley
Seniors
Ty Connelly
Sam Lawrence
Amaya Olivas
Trent Stamberger
Juniors
Alex Hermosillo
Aliza Salinas
Andrew Stamberger
Sophomores
Eli Arjes
Jamie Dooley
Rose Fouke
Alayna Nosalik
Freshmen
Nataliya Durbin
Billy Hall
Dagen Setchell
Bianka Valdez
Valeria Valdez

Mendota High School 
Golf 2020

Head coach: David Ross
Seniors
Kody Becket
Jack Beetz
Dylan Denault
Mateo Escatel
Zeke Hessenberger
Kasen Novak
Juniors
Logan Brandner
Connor Egler
Ethan Hanaman
Liam McGann
Sophomores
Clay Buffington
Drake Dennis
Cayden Escatel
Braden McPheeters
Jack Mikolasek
Owen Ossman
Dominik Stamberger
Freshmen
Owen Aughenbaugh
Jace Baird
Haden Shakespeare
Cale Strouss

Mendota High School 
Girls’ Tennis 2020

Head coach: Shawn LeRette
Assistant coach: Tom Corrigan
Seniors
Mary DeFore
Janice Gonzalez
Twila Martinson
Eve McDowell
Izabella Nanez
Natalie Orozco
Maddy Pappas
Perris Stachlewitz
Juniors
KayLee Barkman
Natalie Bodmer
Lizzie Bresley
Thalia Bustos
Jackie Cortez
Zoe Finley
Lilly Newkirk
Alex Stremlau
Sophomores
Juliya Avila
Alexis Finley
Julia Krueger
Angela Sandoval
Talya Schwaegerman
Freshmen
Emma Clark
Payton Diaz
Linnea Escatel
Marah Figueroa
Vanessa Gomez
Perla Lopez
Natalia Salinas
Jenah Sims

The Mendota High School 
golf teams took to the course 
for the first time this season 
at Winnebago on Aug. 17.

In varsity competition, the 
Trojans downed the hosts by 
three strokes, 171-174.

Ethan Hanaman led the 
way for Mendota with a 
team-low score of 41. Jack 
Beetz and Logan Brandner 
checked in next with 42s, 
followed by Liam McGann 
with a 46, Mateo Escatel with 
a 49 and Clayton Buffington 
with a 53.

Bryson Walz of Winneba-
go was the medalist with a 39.

Winnebago claimed the 
junior varsity match, 186-

212.
Kody Becket turned in the 

low score for the Trojans with 
a 48, one stroke better than 
teammate Dominik Stam-
berger. Also competing for 
Mendota were Drake Dennis 
(56), Owen Aughenbaugh 
(59), Jack Mikolasek (60) 
and Cale Strouss (63).

***
Mendota played on its 

home course for the first 
time this season and pulled 
out a 177-182 victory over 
Stillman Valley on Aug. 20.

Zeke Hessenberger and 
Hanaman were a solid one-
two punch for the Trojans, 
shooting 39 and 40, respec-

tively. Hessenberger’s score 
earned him meet medalist 
honors. Beetz fired a round 
of 47, followed by Brandner 
and McGann both at 51, and 
Buffington with a 55.

“We struggled as a team, 
but good rounds by Zeke and 
Ethan saved us,” said first-
year head coach David Ross.

Stillman Valley avoid-
ed the sweep by defeated 
Mendota in the junior varsity 
match, 187-208.

Escatel and Aughenbaugh 
paced the Trojans, each with 
a round of 48. Also compet-
ing for Mendota were Dennis 
(52), Becket (60), Stamberg-
er (63) and Strouss (64).

Trojan golfers open season
with two conference wins

Cross Country
Sept. 1 – at Ottawa (Plano, Hall) – 4:30
Sept. 8 – at Rock Falls – 4:00
Sept. 12 – Genoa-K., R. Christian – 9:00
Sept. 19 – at Oregon (R. Lutheran) – 9:00
Sept. 26 – R. Christian, Winnebago – 
10:00
Sept. 29 – at Genoa-Kingston – 4:00
Oct. 3 – at Dixon (North Boone) – 10:00
Oct. 6 – Stillman Valley – 4:00
Oct. 17 – BNC Varsity Meet

Girls’ Tennis
Aug. 27 – at LaSalle-Peru – 4:30
Aug. 29 – at Sterling Newman Tourney 
– 8:30
Sept. 1 – at Kewanee – 4:30
Sept. 3 – Sterling – 4:30
Sept. 5 – at Coal City Tourney – 8:00
Sept. 8 – Sterling Newman – 4:30
Sept. 10 – Princeton – 4:30
Sept. 14 – at Coal City – 4:30
Sept. 15 – St. Bede – 4:30
Sept. 19 – at Sterling Tourney – 9:00
Sept. 22 – at Rockford Lutheran – 4:30

Sept. 24 – Ottawa – 4:30
Sept. 26 – at LaSalle-Peru – 8:30
Sept. 28 – Rochelle – 4:30
Sept. 29 – at Pontiac – 4:30
Oct. 1 – at Morris – 4:30
Oct. 5 – Geneseo – 4:30
Oct. 6 – Streator – 4:30
Oct. 10 – Mendota Tournament – 8:00

Golf
Aug. 26 – at Byron – 4:00
Aug. 27 – at Dixon – 4:30
Sept. 3 – Genoa-Kingston – 4:00
Sept. 10 – at North Boone – 4:00
Sept. 16 – Oregon – 4:00
Sept. 19 – at Princeton – 8:00
Sept. 21 – at Hall – 4:00
Sept. 22 – Rockford Lutheran – 4:00
Sept. 24 – Ottawa – 4:00
Sept. 26 – Mendota Modified Ryder 
Cup – 8:30
Sept. 29 – at LaSalle-Peru – 4:00
Oct. 1 – BNC Meet @ Poplar Grove – 9:00
Oct. 6 – Regional

Mendota High School Fall sports schedules

Mendota High School Fall sports rosters

Good luck
to all of the
MHS teams!

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. – 
The Illinois Conservation 
Foundation (ICF) intro-
duced a new app tailored 
to Illinois’ outdoorsmen 
and women.  The app, 

ICF launches free Outdoor Illinois App
called Outdoor Illinois, 
is free and available for 
both iPhone and Android 
systems on the App Store 
and Google Play.

Once downloaded on a 

preferred mobile device, 
users can find a wealth of 
information under each 
of the four main areas of 
hunting, fishing, boating and 
camping.

BLOOMINGTON – The Illinois High 
School Association (IHSA) Board of Direc-
tors met virtually for their regularly scheduled 
board meeting on Aug. 24, where the Board 
approved a plan to conduct modified post-
season state series tournaments in boys’ and 
girls’ golf, boys’ and girls’ cross country and 
girls’ tennis this fall.

The approved plan will allow for a single 
round of regional geographic competition to 
be conducted the week of Oct. 19-25, with 
the majority of the events expected to be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 24.

“The health and safety of the student-ath-
letes, their coaches, and their school commu-
nities has been our priority from the start of 
the pandemic,” said IHSA Executive Director 
Craig Anderson. “Throughout the spring and 
summer, we looked for ways to re-engage 
student-athletes with their peers and coaches, 
and our membership has shared countless 
positive experiences from that initial ‘return 
to play’ period. We have found similar value 
in being able to conduct fall sports, and be-
lieve the participants deserve a culminating 

experience if we can offer it safely.”
The IHSA State Series tournaments will 

meet all Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) guidelines as it relates to COVID-19. 
The IHSA will be finalizing and releasing 
details for each fall state series tournament 
in the coming weeks, including dates, sched-
ules, awards, structure, and additional safety 
precautions.

In conjunction with the modified fall state 
series, the Board also approved a $100 state 
series entry fee for any school entering a 
team or individual in any of the fall sports.

“The IHSA office is charged with the 
responsibility of being a good steward of 
the Association’s finances,” said Anderson. 
“The past few months have seen a significant 
reduction in the IHSA’s income, given the 
cancellation of the IHSA Boys’ Basketball 
State Finals and the entire spring season. 
Financial challenges remain on the horizon in 
2020-21 due to the limited number of sports 
currently classified as ‘low risk’ by the state, 
making the chances of conducting full state 
series tournaments unlikely at this time.”

The IHSA By-laws allow the Board of 
Directors the discretion to implement entry 
fees into IHSA State Series tournaments. 
The IHSA last charged tournament entry 
fees in 2004-05.

“An overwhelming number of school 
administrators supported the fees in recent 
surveys,” said Anderson. “Not charging 
entry fees has been a point of pride for the 
IHSA. We are humbled by the support of our 
member schools during this difficult time, 
and appreciative of their support.”

The Board will continue to look at the 
postseason options by sport and season as the 
school year progresses, so they can accurately 
gauge the allowable IDPH options and most 
current COVID-19 data.

“Interscholastic sports, like the IHSA and 
IESA, have rightfully followed stricter return 
to play guidance than non-school events since 
the start of the summer,” said Anderson.  
“While we understand and appreciate the 
frustration felt by high school coaches due to 
the stricter guidance, we also recognize the 
need for that added guidance, even though it 

may create more challenges for us. There is 
a responsibility that exists within the school 
setting to create a safer environment for the 
community as a whole, while non-school 
competitions are often conducted without 
any standardized safety protocols.”

ACTION ITEMS
• The Board approved a recommendation 

for the IHSA Girls’ Softball State Finals to 
move to the Louisville Slugger Complex 
in Peoria beginning in 2021. The contract 
encompasses five seasons from 2021-2025. 
The Eastside Centre in East Peoria, who has 
hosted the state finals since 2001, also sub-
mitted a hosting proposal along with Chicago 
Bandits Stadium in Rosemont, the Rantoul 
Family Sports Complex, and Southern Illinois 
University.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
• The Board heard a presentation on the 

potential implementation of a shot clock in 
boys’ and girls’ basketball from the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Association. The Board 
and IHSA staff will work with the presenters 
on potential next steps.

IHSA Board approves modified postseason for fall sports

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396
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VISIT US ONLINE @ PERUMUTUAL.COM

Frank McConville
McConville Insurance Agency

Mendota & Tonica, IL 
815-539-9714
815-442-3116

Bart Hartauer
Hartauer Insurance Agency

LaSalle, IL 
815-223-1795

02262020

Rock Falls, IL 815-626-6086
Dixon, IL 815-285-1300

01
22

20
20

Bring you
r

home to life.

www.mazelumber.com

Water Street, Peru • 815-223-1742

Stop in and see Patty & 
Nicole today!

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

To the end of the row, to the end of the field, to 
the end of the year - your goal is getting there. 
Along the way, you have a lot to protect, and a lot 
to lose. Get farm insurance you can truly depend 
on to look out for your best interests each and 
every day. Call us today!

GETTING THERE. 

Riley Klein

Are we 
there 
yet?

Specializing in On Farm Repair
Call 815-849-5223 or Cellular 815-994-7543

www.sublette-mechanical.com 05272020

Peter Vaessen, Owner
 542 US Rt. 52, Sublette • 815-849-9010

AUGERS

08302017

ST. CHARLES – A live 
event is the preferred way 
to get information for the 
farm, but when a pandemic 
tosses you a lemon, the best 
choice is to make lemon-
ade. For the Farm Progress 
Virtual Experience, the 
lemonade goes beyond the 
most extensive field demos 
in the history of the two top 
farm shows in the country. 
Farmers who attend the free 
event will be able to choose 
from a focused range of 
breakout sessions designed 
to help them deal with hot 
topics of the day.

The Farm Progress Vir-
tual Experience runs Sept. 
15-17. The free event will 
be online at FPVexp.com. 
To learn more about the 
event and register now, vis-
it FarmProgressShow.com.

“We’re being very tar-
geted in our approach to 
content for this show,” 
said Don Tourte, senior 
vice president of sales for 
Farm Progress. “In a vir-
tual environment, it’s all 
too easy to bury a visitor 
in dozens of presentations. 
That’s not our intent with 
the Farm Progress Virtual 
Experience.”

Tourte said the breakout 
sessions each of the three 
days will focus on different 
aspects of an operation, pro-
viding visitors the chance 
to choose what matters to 
them. For example, if risk 
management is important, a 
farmer will have the chance 
to hear from Bryce Knorr, 
contributing marketing 
analyst, Farm Futures, 
with his perspective on the 
markets. But on another 
day, Matt Bennett, Bennett 
Consulting, will add to that 
insight with his look at key 
tactics for risk management 
on the farm.

Visitors to the three-day 
virtual event can choose 
among specific topics 

Farm Progress Virtual Experience to 
provide visitors in-depth presentations 

during each breakout ses-
sion. “But the beauty of a 
virtual experience is that 
they can return later to 
catch a breakout they may 
have missed when it first 
appeared,” Tourte said. 
“For example, if a farmer 
wants to start with the risk 
management session, he or 
she can return later to catch 
the land price update, or 
some other topic important 
to their operation.”

Matt Jungmann, events 
manager, shared that farm-
ers attend live shows to see 
equipment and discuss new 
products with exhibitors. 
“But farmers have other 
management issues they’re 
dealing with these days and 
our online sessions can help 
with that, too,” he noted. 
“From crop protection to 
mental health, from soil 
health to farm safety, we’re 
putting together a targeted 
list of sessions farmers can 
engage with.”

Recently, Jungmann ap-
peared on the Around Farm 
Progress podcast where he 
shared a lot of information 

about the new event. You 
can check that out online 
— Digging into the details 
of a new virtual farm show.

About Farm Progress
Farm Progress Virtual 

Experience, Farm Prog-
ress Show and Husker 
Harvest Days are Farm 
Progress brands. As part 
of Informa Markets, Farm 
Progress is the largest, 
most diversified agriculture 
information business in 
North America. Through 
a robust network of live 
events, digital products, 
data, marketing services, 
broadcasting, and local 
and national publications, 
Farm Progress enables the 
nation’s most economically 
significant farmers, growers 
and ranchers to connect and 
do business. It serves more 
than 80% of the 2 million 
farms and ranches in the 
U.S., and an estimated 
87% of the nation’s annual 
agricultural gross domestic 
product. Learn more about 
Farm Progress at Market-
ing.FarmProgress.com.

q Free event will be offered online September 15-17

URBANA – Recent reg-
ulatory restrictions around 
antibiotic use in livestock 
challenge the feed industry, 
but research from the Uni-
versity of Illinois shows a 
probiotic product – Clostrid-
ium butyricum – can achieve 
the same growth-promoting 
results as antibiotics.

“Not being able to use 
antibiotics, these probiotics 
or direct-fed-microbials 
(DFMs) are being used more 
and more. We have worked 
with DFMs for the last 10 
years and have consistently 
observed increased growth 
performance in pigs,” says 
Hans H. Stein, professor in 
the Department of Animal 
Sciences at U of I and co-au-
thor of the study.

Stein and his co-authors 
fed five diets to pigs: a con-
trol diet with no antibiotics 
and no Clostridium butyr-
icum; a control diet with 
standard antibiotics added; 
and experimental diets with 
1,250, 2,500, or 3,500 cfu 
per kilogram of Clostridium 
butyricum added.

“Pigs had better growth 
performance when we added 
Clostridium butyricum to 
the diets compared with the 
control diet with no antibiot-
ic. And growth performance 

Pig probiotics prove positively promising

University of Illinois shows a probiotic product – Clostridium butyricum – can achieve 
the same growth-promoting results as antibiotics.

was the same for the experi-
mental diets as the antibiotic 
control diet. These results 
indicate Clostridium butyr-
icum may be used to partly 
or fully restore the growth 
performance lost when an-
tibiotic growth promoters 
are removed from diets for 
weanling pigs,” Stein says.

Why would feeding 
this bacterium benefit pig 
growth? Stein’s team looked 
at several possibilities, in-
cluding changes to the pigs’ 
intestinal morphology.

“There was better mor-
phology in the pigs’ intestinal 
tracts with the Clostridium 
butyricum. Villi, the tiny 
‘fingers’ lining the intestinal 
wall, were a little bit taller. 
The taller the villi, the more 
nutrients they can absorb. 
And that can mean better 
growth performance,” Stein 
says.

Although Stein didn’t 
study the effects of villus 
height on nutrient digestibili-
ty in this study, his group has 
shown the effect in relation to 
DFMs in previous research.

Stein’s team also eval-
uated the microbial com-
munity in the gut; some 
DFMs encourage growth of 
“good bacteria,” leading to 
secondary benefits. While 

the researchers found some 
minor differences, they 
couldn’t be attributed to the 
experimental diets.

The team also noted a 
drop-off in benefits as the 
inclusion rate of Clostridium 
butyricum went up, conclud-
ing that a dose of 1,250 cfu 
per kilogram is sufficient to 
attain increased growth per-
formance in weanling pigs.

“These DFMs, including 
Clostridium butyricum, seem 
to have pretty consistent 
positive effects in diets for 
young pigs. I think there’s 
a good reason they’re being 
used more and more in the 
industry. It’s a good return on 
investment if you add them 
to the diet,” Stein says.

The article, “Inclusion 
of the direct-fed microbial 
Clostridium butyricum in 
diets for weanling pigs in-
creases growth performance 
and tends to increase villus 
height and crypt depth, but 
does not change intestinal 
microbial abundance” is 
published in the Journal 
of Animal Science [DOI: 
10.1093/jas/skz372]. Co-au-
thors include Gloria Casas, 
Laia Blavi, Tzu-Wen Cross, 
Anne Lee, Kelly Swanson, 
and Hans Stein. The work 
was supported by BASF.

CHAMPAIGN — State 
Conservationist Ivan Dozier 
announced the USDA Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) in Illinois is 
inviting potential conserva-
tion partners to submit proj-
ect applications for federal 
funding through the Regional 
Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP). Nation-
ally, NRCS will award up 
to $360 million to locally 
driven, public-private part-
nerships that improve the na-
tion’s water quality, combat 
drought, enhance soil health, 
support wildlife habitat and 
protect agricultural viability.

“RCPP brings an expand-
ed approach to investing in 
natural resource conserva-
tion that empowers local 
communities to work with 
multiple partners and agri-
cultural producers to design 
solutions that work best for 
them,” said NRCS Chief 
Matthew Lohr.

Partners may request 
between $250,000 and $10 
million in RCPP funding 
through this funding an-
nouncement. Partners are ex-
pected to offer value-added 
contributions to amplify the 
impact of RCPP funding in 
an amount equal or greater to 
the NRCS investment.

According to Dozier, 
“Eligible lead partners are 
encouraged to apply. Fund-
ing is open to private in-
dustry, non-government 
organizations, state and 
local governments, soil and 
water conservation districts, 
and universities. RCPP can 
work for current partners or 
new partners.” The full list 
of eligible entities is avail-
able in the RCPP funding 
announcement. 

First authorized by the 
2014 Farm Bill, RCPP has 
combined nearly $1 billion 
in NRCS investments with 
close to $2 billion in non-
NRCS dollars to implement 
conservation practices across 
the nation. There are 336 

USDA to invest up to $360 million in partner-driven conservation 
active RCPP projects that 
have engaged more than 
2,000 partners. Illinois is 
already enjoying the benefits 
of successful RCPP projects 
that provide innovative con-
servation solutions, leverage 
partner contributions and of-
fer impactful and measurable 
outcomes.

USDA is now accepting 
proposals for RCPP through 
the RCPP portal. Proposals 
are due by 11:59 p.m. East-
ern Time on Nov. 4, 2020. 
For more information, view 
the Application for Program 
Funding on grants.gov.

A webinar with general 
program information for 
RCPP applicants is sched-

uled for 3 p.m. Eastern Time 
on Aug 27, 2020. Visit the 
RCPP website for informa-
tion on how to participate.

For more information 
on RCPP, visit the RCPP 
website.
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GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
     Anything that still has usability and some value.
2. HOW TO PRICE
    Decide the price of each item and then tag that 

item.
3. LENGTH OF SALE
    Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.
4. HOW TO SET IT UP
    Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have 

a central place with sufficient change for them to 
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
    The most effective place to reach more people is in 

The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist 
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 5 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

815-539-5985

NOW OPEN 
FOR OUTDOOR 

DINING.
CARRYOUT, 

CURBSIDE AND 
DELIVERY ORDERS 
ALSO AVAILABLE.

08
05

20
20

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

Carryouts are also available by calling 815-539-9000. 
Our Weekly Specials:

Monday is Pasta and Meatloaf Night
Taco Tuesdays

Wednesday Night All You Can Eat 
Fried Chicken

Thursday is Stir Fry Night
Friday Night Fish Fry

Saturday is Prime Rib and  
BBQ Ribs Night

Open 5 am - 10 pm
We ask that you please remember to wear your mask into the restaurant! 

1300 Raymond Dr., Mendota - Inside BP Plaza 08
24

20
20

OUR DOORS ARE 
OPEN! COME SEE OUR 
NEWLY REMODELED 

SPACE!
We are open for DINE 
IN and we also have 
OUTDOOR DINING 

available!

MOVING SALE
1407 Rolling Green Drive

Thursday, Aug. 27
Friday, Aug. 28

Saturday, Aug. 29
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Everything must go.
1t35msr

JAMES A. FOULK
Joseph and Elena (Halv-

erson) Foulk of Compton 
are parents of their first 
child, James Alan, born 
Aug. 18, 2020, at Kishwau-
kee Community Hospital in 
DeKalb. The baby weighed 
8 pounds, 4 ounces. Ma-
ternal grandparents are 
Don and Kim Halverson 
of DeKalb. Paternal grand-
parents are Glen and Ann 
Foulk of Compton. Ma-
ternal great-grandparents 
are Alan Baker of Leland, 
and Dave and Dawn Halv-
erson of DeKalb. Paternal 
great-grandparents are the 
late Don and Netia Ste-
phenitch and the late “Lefty” 
and Mary Lou Foulk.

SCHMIDT – Benjamin 
Schmidt and Kelsey Fun-
derberg, boy, July 27, 2020, 
at St. Margaret’s Hospital in 
Spring Valley.

BLESSED
EVENTS

DUI
Jose L. Gonzalez, 69, of 

613 10th Ave., Mendota, was 
charged with driving under 
the influence of alcohol after 
a traffic stop at 10th Avenue 
and Sixth Street at 12:37 
a.m. Aug. 17. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Markeise D. Washington, 

30, of 700 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Mendota, was arrest-
ed at 7:16 p.m. Aug. 17 on 
valid LaSalle County failure 
to appear warrants for the 
charges of driving while 
license suspended, theft and 
resisting arrest. The subject 
was unable to post bond 
and was transported to the 
LaSalle County Jail.

INTOXICATED 
PEDESTRIAN
IN ROADWAY

Megan N. Vickrey, 24, of 
304 Fourth St., Mendota, was 
charged with intoxicated pe-
destrian in the roadway in the 
1100 block of Chicago Street 
at 2:30 a.m. Aug. 18. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Wesley Thompson, 39, of 

404 Fourth Ave., Mendota, 
was arrested at 10:23 p.m. 

Aug. 18 on a valid original 
LaSalle County warrant for 
aggravated battery. The sub-
ject was unable to post bond 
and was transported to the 
LaSalle County Jail.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Jennifer Lesley, 47, of 

404 Fourth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with no val-
id driver’s license after a 
traffic stop at Sixth Street 
and Eighth Avenue at 10:46 
p.m. Aug. 18. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Bradley Phillips, 21, of 

130 W. Cherry St., Comp-
ton, was arrested at 8:44 
p.m. Aug. 21 on a valid Lee 
County warrant for failure to 
appear on a charge of theft. 
The subject posted bond 
and was released with a Lee 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

May A. Yarim, 47, of 
Shelby Township, Mich., 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended after 
a traffic stop at 12th Street 
and Fourth Avenue at 11:48 
p.m. Aug. 21. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

POLICE BLOTTER

MENDOTA – On Aug. 
19, at approximately 3:05 
p.m., Mendota Police arrest-
ed Alica C. Hernandez, 25 of 
105 20th St., 
M e n d o t a , 
n e a r  h e r 
h o m e  o n 
a  L a S a l -
le County 
arrest war-
rant for two 
counts of 
endangering 
the life or health of a child 
(class A misdemeanor, bond 
$5,000.00/10%).

Hernandez’s charges 
stem from an investigation 
that took place on Friday, 
Aug. 14 in which Mendota 
Fire Department and Men-

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

u Advertise your Garage Sale in The Reporter! u

Margaret “Rosalie” Rus-
sell’s family would like to 
thank all of you that expressed 
your much-appreciated sup-
port to our family: through 
visits, thoughts, prayers, 
memorials, or conversations; 
thank you from all of us. A 
special thank you to Pastor 
Mary Bohall, of First United 
Methodist Church for her 
eulogy and blessings at the 
graveside service; and Brett 
Merritt, Connie, and Tom for 
their help with arrangements 
during this most difficult 
time.

Alan and Mary Russell
Cheryl and Bill Johnson
Matt and Laura Russell

Patrick and Kendra Johnson
and grandchildren:
Brianna, Brooklyn, 

& Josephine 

CARDS OF
THANKS

Hernandez

dota Police Department 
personnel responded to 
an activated smoke alarm. 
Upon further investigation 
in which emergency services 
personnel observed smoke 
coming from the apartment, 
forced entry was made to the 
apartment and a small child 
was found unresponsive in 
the living room of the home.  
No other persons were locat-
ed in the apartment and the 
smoke was determined to be 
the result of burnt food left 
on the stove.

The child was rushed 
to OSF Saint Paul Medical 
Center and ultimately to St. 
Francis Medical Center in 
Peoria. The child is report-
edly in good condition.

Woman arrested on
child endangerment
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Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance  
and Financial Review®.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Protect  
your family. 
 

Prepare  
for their future.

I can help with both.

1001386.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Kurt Bruno, Agent
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Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263
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MENDOTA – Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniel Flanagan will 
celebrate their 65th wed-
ding anniversary in Sep-
tember. Daniel J. Flanagan 
and Barbara Lucas were 
married on Sept. 3, 1955, 
in Dixon.

They are parents of Janet 
(Calvin) Keefer of Mark, 
Karen (John Strohman) Cater 
of Madison, Teresa Bair of 
Mendota, David of Helotes, 
Texas, and Jeffrey (Kim 
Sheppards) of Troy Grove. 

They have 11 grandchildren, 
22 great-grandchildren, one 
great-great-granddaughter 
and one step-great-grand-
daughter.

Mr. Flanagan farmed for 
10 years while working at 
H.D. Conkey. He retired 
after 44 ½ years from Conco/
Heico. Mrs. Flanagan was a 
stay-at-home mom, period-
ically working at factories 
and waitressing. She was 
last employed at Sam’s Steak 
House.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Flanagan

Mendota couple to mark
65th wedding anniversary

MENDOTA – Each year 
in September, Mendota’s 
Jesse Arellano, as the lead 
volunteer for the 16th Con-
gressional District in Illinois 
for the American Cancer 
Society’s Cancer Action 
Network, joins over 600 
other lead volunteers that 
represent every congres-
sional district in the United 
States in Washington, D.C. 
During this trip, they meet 
with every single member 
of Congress to advocate for 
things like cancer funding 
research and to make cancer 
a top national priority. This 
would be Arellano’s seventh 
year traveling to D.C. to 
represent the state of Illinois.

During the trip, there is a 
ceremony called the Lights of 
Hope, which is very similar 
to a Relay For Life where 
they have luminaria bags, 
but this ceremony has over 
40,000 bags that surround the 
reflecting pool at the Lincoln 
Memorial. Law makers all 
get a personal invitation to 
come and see the number of 
bags, which each represent a 
loved one that has either sur-
vived or lost their battle. The 
first year Arellano went to 
DC there were about 6,000 
bags. Last year, there were 
over 40,000.

Mendota’s Arellano enters 7th year as 16th District
lead volunteer for Cancer Society’s Action Network

Imagine the impact on 
our lawmakers when they 
see thousands of bags from 
every congressional district 
in the country, Puerto Rico 
and Guam. Last year, there 
were also volunteers from the 
Cancer Societies in Ireland, 
Australia, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, New Zealand and The 
United Kingdom, which truly 
reiterates the idea that cancer 
doesn’t discriminate or care 
who you are, where you come 
from, or how much money 
you have. Cancer is nonpar-
tisan and all over the world it 
is a problem. By partnering 
with other countries on these 

life-saving missions, repre-
sentatives are truly making an 
impact on the cancer burden 
we all face in our lives.

This year, however, due 
to COVID-19, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network has taken 
a different approach for the 
safety of its volunteers and 
staff around the world. The 
trip will be in a virtual setting 
including leadership training 
meetings, but also meet-
ings with elected officials 
will all be done via Zoom 
meetings. While this will 
not be an in-person event, 
there will still be a Light of 

q Lights of Hope luminaria bags available as part of fundraising effort

Hope Ceremony that will be 
livestreamed on the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network Facebook 
page on Sept. 12 so that ev-
eryone can tune in to watch 
this extremely moving cer-
emony. Arellano said he has 
a personal fundraising goal 
of $500 each year and hopes 
he can achieve the goal again 
for the seventh year in a row.

For anyone interested in 
purchasing a Light of Hope 
for $10, log on to https://
secure.fightcancer.org/site/
TR/Events/GeneralACS-
CAN?px=3633989&p-
g=personal&fr_id=1260

OTTAWA – The Fall 
series of the University 
of Illinois Extension’s 
Four Seasons Gardening 
Program, which focuses 
on environmental steward-
ship, home gardening, and 
backyard food production, 
gets underway the month 
of September. The public 
is invited to participate in 
this free webinar series. 
The first session of the 
series titled “Hardscap-
ing Basics for Patios and 
Retaining Walls” will run 
on Sept. 15 at 1:30 p.m. 
Do you have a vision of 
a retaining wall or patio 
in your yard, but aren’t 
quite sure where to start? 
Hardscape installation can 
cost thousands of dollars, 
and many homeowners are 
turning to DIY to save some 
money. However, there is 
a lot to know about proper 
hardscaping installation 
methods.  Join I l l inois 
Extension Horticulture 
Educator Chris Enroth as 
he talks basics of modular 
patio paver and retaining 
wall installation.

Other topics in the Fall 
series include “Creating a 
Bottle Terrarium” set for 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 1:30 
p.m., and “History of For-
est Pest Outbreaks in North 
America” set for Tuesday, 

Nov. 17 at 1:30 p.m. 
Webinars are available 

for viewing from wher-
ever you have internet 
access by pre-registering 
at go.illinois.edu/four-
seasons. Recorded videos 
of these sessions can be 
viewed following the pro-
gram at go.illinois.edu/
fourseasonsrecordings. 
Please note that due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, all 
local county offices are 
currently unable to offer 
viewing options at those 
locations.

Each session is free to 
the public. Advance regis-
tration is needed. You may 
call the LaSalle County 
office for more details at 
815-433-0707, or you may 
email Extension Program 
Coordinator Meg Overock-
er at meo@illinois.edu.

The Mission of Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension 
is to provide practical 
education you can trust 
to help people, businesses 
and communities solve 
problems, develop skills 
and build a better future. 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment. Visit 
the Extension website at 
https://extension.illinois.
edu/blmp

Four Seasons Gardening Program 
offers free Fall Series Webinars

Master Gardener program in Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall 
and Putnam counties is accepting online applicants

OGLESBY – For the University of 
Illinois Extension Master Gardener 
program, the last four decades can be 
measured by the millions of volunteer 
hours given to help bring horticultural 
help to communities across the state. 

This year marks the 48th anniver-
sary of the Illinois Master Gardener 
program. With over 2,600 volunteers 
today, Illinois Master Gardeners have 
given more than 2,309,348 volunteer 
hours, a value of over $46 million, to 
the state. 

Today, Master Gardener volunteers, 
who come from farms, small towns, 
suburbs, and cities, offer numerous 
educational opportunities related to 
gardening in nearly every county in 
the state. 

The mission of the Illinois Master 
Gardener program is “Helping Others 
Learn to Grow.” After 60 hours of 
training in topics such as vegetable and 
flower gardening, insect problems, and 
plant diseases, the volunteers partici-
pate in programs throughout their com-
munities. Some of those opportunities 
may include speaking at garden clubs, 
civic groups, or schools; answering 
calls or emails at garden help desks; 
establishing demonstration gardens 
that serve as educational tools; and 
educating citizens on how to establish 
community gardens. 

You don’t have to be a gardening 
expert to become a Master Gardener. 
All you need is an interest in gardening, 
some time to volunteer in the communi-
ty, and a desire to share your knowledge 
with others. The program is more about 
connections; connecting people with 
other gardeners, with their community, 
and with reliable resources for informa-
tion. Once connections are forged, it’s 
time to get sowing and growing in our 
many meaningful community projects.

The University of Illinois Exten-
sion in Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall 
and Putnam counties is now accepting 
applications to participate in the Online 
Master Gardener Training Program. 
This online program allows volunteers 
to complete the training who may have 
never been able to in the past due to 
schedule or time conflicts. This online, 
self-guided course for Illinois residents 
can be completed any time of day or 
night. Set aside about 4 hours per week 
for videos, reading the manual and 
completing quizzes, and the training 
will be completed in 14 weeks. 

The 2020 Fall Master Gardener 
online training includes 13 modules - 
an introduction and 12 subject-areas. 
Module topics include: Botany; Soils 
and Fertilizers; Plant Diseases; Ento-
mology; Integrated Pest Management; 
Annuals and Perennials; Trees, Shrubs 

and Woody Vines; Lawns; Small and 
Tree Fruits; Vegetables; Composting/
Organic Gardening; and Living with 
Wildlife.

Each module consists of several 
videos and an online quiz; therefore, 
a strong internet connection is highly 
recommended. Please note this training 
is not being offered in local Extension 
offices, but must be completed through 
use of a personal computer or other 
computer access. The registration cost 
for the program is $300, which includes 
the Master Gardener manual.

Registration for the fall 2020 train-
ing is open through Sept. 7, and the 
class will start on Jan. 28. For more 
information or to obtain materials to 
begin the registration process, please 
e-mail Meg E. Overocker, Extension 
Program Coordinator at meo@illinois.
edu or leave a message with your 
contact information at the Extension 
office, (815) 224-0889.

Following completion of the train-
ing, Master Gardener interns will work 
with Extension staff and local Master 
Gardeners in the Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, and Putnam Unit area to com-
plete required volunteer time through 
approved community service projects.

Go to https://master-gardener.ex-
tension.illinois.edu/mgot to read more 
about the program.

By Mike Weitl
We’re often asked, “What’s the best age to start receiving 

retirement benefits?”  The answer is:  there’s not a single “best 
age” for everyone.  The most important thing is to make an 
informed decision.  Base your decision about when to apply 
for benefits on your individual and family circumstances.  

Would it be better for you to start getting benefits early 
with a smaller monthly amount for more years, or wait for 
a larger monthly payment over a shorter timeframe?  The 
answer is personal and depends on several factors, such 
as your current cash needs, your current health, and your 
family longevity.  You should also consider plans to work 
in retirement and other sources of retirement income.  Most 
importantly, study your future financial needs and obligations, 
and calculate your future Social Security benefit.  

We encourage you to weigh all the facts carefully before 
making the crucial decision about when to begin receiving 
Social Security benefits.  This decision affects the monthly 
benefit you will receive for the rest of your life, and may 
affect benefit protection for your survivors. 

SSA’s New Retirement Portal
Our new retirement portal is more user-friendly and easier 

to navigate, whether you’re ready to learn about, apply for, 
or manage your retirement benefits.  The redesigned portal 
will make it easier for you to find and read about retirement 
benefits, with fewer pages and clearer information.  We 
condensed and rewrote most of the pages to make them 
easier to understand.  The portal is compatible for use on 
mobile devices so you can learn and do what you want from 
wherever you want. 

Our retirement webpage has information including: 
• Retirement Publications;
• Benefit Calculators;
• Retirement benefits estimates;
• Full retirement age information; and
• Spouse benefits.
You and your loved ones can access all of these resources 

at www.ssa.gov/benefits/retirement.
(Weitl is the Social Security District Manager in Peru.)

SOCIAL SECURITY

When should you start receiving 
your Social Security benefits?
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Kindergarten
Please mark all items with child’s 

name or initials.
24- Plain yellow #2 wood pencils 

(SHARPENED)
4 - 24 count boxes of Crayola crayons 

(Crayola only)
1 - 4-oz. bottle of white glue
8 - Glue sticks 
1 - 10 count box thick Crayola Classic 

Color markers
4 – Fine tip black dry erase markers 

(Expo brand)
1 - Pink eraser
1 - Pair child’s Fiskar brand 

scissors
1 – 5 x 8-inch plastic pencil 

box (NO handle)
2 - 200-count boxes of tissues
1 – Container Clorox wipes
1 - Quart size box of Ziploc 

baggies
1 - Gallon size box of Ziploc baggies
1 - Full size book bag (approx. 13 x 

16 inches, NO bags with wheels)
1 - Paint shirt (adult T-shirt works well)
1 - Pair tennis shoes for gym (shoes 

students can tie/fasten themselves, Velcro 
is okay)

1 - Change of clothing (shirt, long 
pants, underwear, socks)

1 - Communication folder and zipper 
pouch (purchased from Blackstone for 
$2)

Individual teachers may request a few 
other supplies to be used for special proj-
ects.  Your child’s teacher will notify you 
of any specific needs throughout the year. 

Lista de Utiles para Kinder
!Por favor de marcar todos las co-
sas con las iniciales de su hijo/a!
24 Lápices amarillos de madera de 

#2 – CON PUNTA
4 Cajas de colores del la marca “Cray-

ola” (solamente marca “Crayola”)
1 Botella de Pegamento blanco de 4 oz.
8 Pegamentos de tubo 

1 Caja de 10 marcadores clásicos de 
punta gruesa de marca “Crayola”

4 Marcadores de borrado en seco con 
la punta fina

1 Borrador de goma rosa
1 Par de tijeras para niños de la marca 

Fiskar
1 Caja de plástico para lápices (sin 

agarradera)
2 Cajas de Kleenex de 200
1 Bote de toallitas de Clorox
1 caja de bolsas de plastico de ziplock 
de quarto

1 caja de bolsas de plástico de 
ziplock de galón

1 paquete de toallitas de bebé
1 Mochila (13 × 16”) – no mochilas 

con ruedas
1 Una camisa para pintar (una 

camisa de adulto es perfecta)
1 Par de tenis para la clase de 

gimnasio (deben ser zapatos que 
el estudiante se pueda poner/atar por sí 
mismo; los zapatos de Velcro están bien

1 Un cambio de ropa (camisa, pan-
talones, ropa interior, calcetines) 

También en la escuela tienen que 
comprar los dos siguientes útiles por $2

1 Carpeta para comunicación de 
maestra y padre

1 Bolsa cremallera (bolsa pequeña 
con cierre)

Si usted compra la caja de útiles 
vendida por la escuela, adentro incluye 
la carpeta de comunicación y bolsa 
cremallera.

Algunas maestras/o necesitaran al-
gunos otros útiles para proyectos espe-
ciales. La maestra de su hijo/a le avisara 
cuando necesiten algunas cosas durante 
el año. ¡Muchas gracias por su apoyo!

First Grade
Please mark all items with child’s 

name or initials
24 - Ticonderoga brand yellow #2 

pencils – SHARPENED (NO colored/
black or “fashion”)

2 - Pink erasers (no novelty erasers)
12 - Small glue sticks
1 - Pair pointed scissors 4-5-inch (left 

handed if needed)
1 - Plastic 4-oz. bottle Elmer’s WHITE 

glue
2 - Boxes Crayola crayons (16-24 

count)
1 - Box washable, broad tip markers 

(8 count) Classic Colors
4 - Skinny tip colored dry erase mark-

ers (EXPO brand)
1 - Folder with 2 pockets (any color)
1 - Small plastic school box marked 

with name (8-5/8 inches x 5-3/4 inches 
x 2 inches)

1 – Spiral notebook, single subject, 
wide-ruled (any color)

1 – Container Clorox wipes
1 – Container Wet Wipes (for hands)
1 - Book bag marked with name (NO 

wheels, they do not fit in lockers)
1 - Pair tennis shoes for gym - no 

zippers (marked with name)
1 - Paint apron, smock or old shirt 

(marked with name)
2 - Boxes tissues (150-200 count)
1 - Change of clothing - shirt, pants 

(not shorts), underwear, socks 
1 – Teacher/parent communication 

folder (purchased from Blackstone for $2)
Boys, please send:
1 – Box gallon-size Ziploc baggies
Girls, please send:
1 - Box quart-size Ziploc baggies

Lista De Útiles De Primer Grado
¡Por favor marque cada objeto con el 

nombre de su hijo/a o iniciales!

24 Lápices Marca Ticonderoga Am-
arillos #2 (ya con punta; no de colores 
ni diseños)

2 Gomas rectangulares color rosa
12 Tubos de pegamento blanco 

pequeños
1 Tijeras de punta – 4-5” (para mano 

izquierda si es necesario)
1 Botella de 4 oz. de pegamento 

BLANCO Elmer’s
2 Cajas de crayones marca Crayola 

(caja de 16-24)
2 Caja de marcadores gruesos lavables 

(contidad 8) colores clásicos
4 Marcadores de borrar en seco punta 

fina (Marca EXPO)
2 Carpetas con dos bolsillos de cual-

quier color
1 Caja de de plástico para los útiles, 

marcado con nombre (8-5/8 x 5-3/4 x 2)
1 Libreta de renglon ancho, solo un 

tema (cualquier color)
1 Bote de toallitas de Clorox
1 Contenedor de toallitas para lavar 

las manos
1 Mochila marcada con nombre (NO 

ruedas)
1 Par de tenis para la clase de gimnasio 

(sin cierres) y marcada con su nombre
1 Camiseta/mandil para pintar (mar-

cada con su nombre)
2 Cajas de Kleenex (150-200)
1 Cambio de ropa: camisa, pantalón 

largo, ropa interior, calcetines.
1 Carpeta de Comunicación Maestro 

/ Padre (adquirido de Blackstone por $2)
Niños por favor manden: 1 Caja de 

galón de bolsitas de plástico Ziplock
Niñas por favor manden: 1 Caja de 

cuarto de bolsitas de plastico de Ziplock
ATENCIÓN: POR FAVOR TODO lo 

que venga a la escuela que este marcado 
con el nombre de su hijo/a o iniciales in-
cluyendo ropa, chamarra, botas, guantes, 
ect. ¡No podemos regresar algo que esta 
perdido si no podemos identificarlo!

BACK TO SCHOOL
               • BLACKSTONE SCHOOL •

                                      • LINCOLN SCHOOL •
All supplies should be la-

beled with student’s name
Second Grade

No trapper keepers, ring bind-
ers or book bags with wheels

36 pencils - #2 hardness Ti-
conderoga (pre-sharpened)

2 large rubber pencil erasers
1 Large 3-ring pencil canvas 

pouch with zipper
1 Fiskars pointed scissors 4 

or 5-inch
12 Elmer’s glue sticks
1 Elmer’s school glue (8 oz. 

liquid)
2 Boxes of 24 regular size 

crayons 
2 Boxes of 12 Crayola colored 

pencils
1 Set Crayola Markers, wash-

able, wide tip
2 Yellow highlighters
4 Black dry-erase markers
1 12-inch ruler (inches and 

centimeters) not flexible
3 Composition notebooks
6 Plastic pocket folders with 

prongs (1 red, 1 blue, 1 green, 
1 yellow, 1 orange, 1 purple)

1 Set addition & subtraction 
flash cards

2 Boxes of tissues (150-200)

1 Book bag (no wheels) 
1 Container Clorox disinfect-

ing wipes
1 Pair of gym shoes to be kept 

at school
Paint shirt
Student assignment book 

(purchased at registration or 
Lincoln office for $5) 

* Assignment books are 
included in pre-ordered school 
kits.

* Some additional supplies 
may be needed by individual 
teachers. 

Third Grade
All supplies should be la-

beled with student’s name
No trapper keepers or book 

bags with wheels
48 pencils - #2 hardness 

Ticonderoga (prefer sharpened)
1 Pencil sharpener with com-

partment
2 Large rubber erasers
1 Small pencil box
1 Pair pointed Fiskars scissors 

- 4 or 5-inch
4 Elmer’s glue sticks
1 Elmer’s glue bottle, 4 oz.
1 Box of 24 crayons, regular 

size

2 Sets of 12 Crayola col-
ored pencils

1 Set Crayola markers, 
washable, wide tip

2 Highlighters, any color
3-4 Dry erase markers, 

low odor
1 Wooden ruler, 12-inch 

(inches and centimeters)
1 White binder – 1-inch, 

clear view
3 Spiral notebooks - wide 

lined
6 Pocket folders - 1 yellow, 

2 blue, 1 red, 2 green
2 Boxes of tissues (150-200)
1 Large container of Clorox 

wipes
1 Set of multiplication and 

division flash cards
Gym shoes - to be kept at 

school
Paint shirt (old T-shirt)
Girls - 1 Box quart-size Zip-

lock bags, 1 package notebook 
paper

Boys –1 Box gallon-size 
Ziplock bags, 1 roll paper towels

Student assignment book 
(purchased at registration or 
Lincoln office for $5)

* Assignment books are 
included in pre-ordered school 

kits.
* Some additional 

supplies may be needed 
by individual teachers. 

Fourth Grade
All supplies should 

be labeled with student’s 
name

No trapper keepers or book 
bags with wheels

No mechanical pencils or 
gel pens

36 Pencils Ticonderoga (#2 
hardness), pre-sharpened 

1 Pencil sharpener with com-
partment

1 Large rubber eraser
1 Small pencil box
1 Pointed Fiskars scissors, 4 

or 5-inch
8 Elmer’s glue sticks
1 Elmer’s School Glue (liq-

uid) 
1 Box of 24 crayons, regular 

size
1 Set of 12 Crayola colored 

pencils
1 Box of Crayola markers 

(10 pack)
2 Highlighters
2 Red pens

4 Dry erase markers (low 
odor, non-toxic)

1 Wooden ruler, 12-inch 
(inches and centimeters)

2 Packs loose-leaf, wide-
lined notebook paper

4 Spiral notebooks, wide-
lined (8 x 10 1/2 inches – 60 or 
70 pages)

5 Plastic pocket folders (1 
green, 1 red, 1 yellow, 1 blue, 
1 black)

2 Boxes of tissues (150-200 
count)

2 Containers Clorox disin-
fecting wipes

Paint shirt (old T-shirt)
Gym shoes – to be kept at 

school
Girls - 1 Box gallon-size 

Ziplock bags
Boys – 1 Box quart-size 

Ziplock bags
Student assignment book 

(purchased at registration or 
Lincoln office)

* Assignment books are 
included in pre-ordered school 
kits.

* Some additional supplies 
may be needed by individual 
teachers.

    • LIFE SKILLS - LINCOLN SCHOOL •

Life Skills
All supplies should be labeled 

with student’s name
No trapper keepers or book 

bags with wheels
DO NOT PURCHASE AN 
ASSIGNMENT BOOK

1 Durable binder (3-ring, 2-inch)
1 Spiral notebook with holes
2 Plain plastic pocket folders 

with holes
10 Glue sticks 

4 Boxes of 24 Crayola crayons
1 Plastic school box
1 Pencil bag with holes
12 Pencils #2
2 Play-doh containers
1 Scissors
4 Boxes of Kleenex (large family 

size)
2 Toothbrushes
1 Toothbrush holder
2 Tubes of toothpaste
2 Containers disinfecting wipes

2 Containers baby wipes
1 Box sandwich size Ziploc bags
1 Box gallon size Ziploc bags
1 Book bag
1 Paint shirt (old T-shirt)
1 Pair tennis shoes for PE
1 Change of clothing for emer-

gency/accidents (pants, 2 pair un-
derwear, pull ups, socks and shirt)

Each student should have all these 
items. Please send anything else your 
child may need on a daily basis.
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BACK TO SCHOOL

The opening of school brings more 
traffic and more children out walking 

or playing near busy streets and 
intersections. Slow down, look and 

listen... protect our future. Let's keep 
the kids in our community safe.

City of 
Mendota

800 Washington St., Mendota
815-539-7459

"The World's Greatest Little City"

Mendota • 815-539-5651
Earlville • 815-246-8261

Paw Paw • 815-627-8552

1905 13th Ave., Mendota
815-539-3444

financialplus.org

1300 13th Ave., Mendota

815-539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

Highway 52 • Sublette, IL
815-849-5232 OR 800-227-5203

www.vaessenbrothers.com

1102 Meriden St.
Mendota , IL
815-539-9341

706 Washington St. 
firststatebank.biz

Member FDIC
815-538-2265

Mendota Monument 
Company

606 S. Main St. 
815-539-7276
Artistic Memorials

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
815-539-9396

                                 • NORTHBROOK SCHOOL •
All grades - Please 

label all supplies with 
student name. All grades 

will need earbuds.
Book bags will not be 

used during the opening 
of school this fall but 

may be utilized later as 
the year progresses.

Fifth Grade
36 Regular Ticondero-

ga pencils (#2 hardness)
1 Rubber pencil eraser
3 Pens: 1 blue, 1 black, 

1 red 
5 Highlighters: 1 yel-

low, 1 blue, 1 pink, 1 
orange, 1 green

6 Plastic folders: red, 
blue, yellow, green, pur-
ple, black

1 Pointed scissors 4 or 
5-inch 

1 (4-oz.) Elmer’s white 
glue

3 Glue sticks
1 Box of 24 crayons
1 Box of 24 colored 

pencils 
2 Packages loose leaf 

paper (wide ruled)
1 Notebook, 3-subject 

(for vocabulary)
3 Spiral notebooks 

(wide ruled)
2 1-inch, 3-ring binders 
1 Box washable mark-

ers (10 count)
1 Ruler 12-inch 
3 Boxes of Kleenex (if 

possible)

1 Package (4-6 count) 
Expo brand dry erase 
markers

1 Plastic pencil case
1 Pencil sharpener
1 Container of Clorox 

wipes (if possible)
1 Pair gym shoes
Student planner-pur-

chase for $5 in offi ce 
ART SUPPLIES: 
1 Black sharpie
8-color water palette
Inexpensive sketch 

pad, 8-1/2 x 11-inch or 9 
x 12-inch

Paint brushes, assorted 
sizes

Sixth Grade
2 Black fi ne tip dry 

erase markers
1 Small pencil sharp-

ener
2 Highlighters
3 Dozen #2 Ticondero-

ga pencils
1 Ruler with metric 

measurement
1 Box colored pencils
1 Pack loose-leaf paper
1 Bottle squeeze white 

glue
1 Inexpensive calcula-

tor with basic operations
1 Pair scissors (4 or 

5-inch)
5 Plain poly covered 

folders (1 of each color: 
blue, yellow, red, green 
and purple)

5 Plain, colored, spiral 

bound, single subject note-
books (1 of each color: 
blue, yellow, red, green 
and purple)

2 Pink erasers
1 Box black or blue 

pens
1 Box crayons
1 White binder 2-inch 

(for AM)
1 White binder 2-inch 

(for PM)
2 Family-sized boxes 

of tissues
2 Red pens
1 Pencil bag
1 Box gallon-size stor-

age bags (15 count)
10 large glue sticks
1 Pencil bag
1 Container Clorox 

wipes (if available)
1 pair gym shoes
Student planner-pur-

chase for $5 in offi ce 
COMPUTER SCI-

ENCE: Container of Clo-
rox wipes & box of Kleen-
ex (if available)

HEALTH & WELL-
NESS: 1 folder; 1 Con-
tainer of Clorox wipes (if 
available)

ART: 
Sketch pad, 8-1/2 x 11-

inch or 9 x 12-inch
Paint brushes, assorted 

sizes, fl at and round
8-color watercolor pal-

ette
Washable markers
1 Black sharpie

Seventh Grade
2 (2-inch) 3-ring bind-

ers
3 Dozen #2 pencils with 

erasers
Highlighters – 3 colors
1 Package pencil cap 

erasers
2 Large pink erasers
1 Dozen blue pens
1 Dozen black pens
1 12-inch metric ruler 
1 Protractor
2 Packages loose-leaf 

paper
1 Zippered pencil bag 

(with 3 holes to fit in 
binder)

6 Tab dividers for bind-
ers

2 Yellow folders and 
1 yellow spiral notebook 
for math

2 Blue folders and 1 
blue spiral notebook for 
science

2 Red folders and 1 red 
spiral notebook for social 
studies

2 Purple folders for 
language

1 Box coloring pencils 
(8 different colors)

4 Packs of 3x5 plain 
index cards

1 Package of 4 dry erase 
markers

1 Basic calculator (not 
scientifi c)

1 Pencil sharpener
1 Package 8-12 Crayola 

non-washable markers
1 Package 3x3 post-its
2 Bottles of squeeze 

white glue
1 Composition book for 

language
1 Pointed tip scissors
3 Boxes of Kleenex
1 Container Clorox 

wipes (if available)
Student planner-pur-

chase for $5 in offi ce 
PE SUPPLIES (will 

notify when needed): Gym 
shoes, white socks, white 
or gray T-shirt, gym shorts

COMPUTER SCI-
ENCE: Container Clorox 
wipes & 1 box of Kleenex 
(if available)

HEALTH & WELL-

NESS: 1 folder; 1 Con-
tainer of Clorox wipes (if 
available)

ART:
Sketch pad, 8-1/2 x 11-

inch or 9 x 12-inch
Paint brushes, assorted 

sizes, fl at and round
8-color watercolor pal-

ette
Black Sharpie marker 

and black Sharpie pen

Eighth Grade
1 1-inch binder for math
1 2-inch white binder 

(for morning classes)
1 2-inch black binder 

(for afternoon classes)
3 Packages tab dividers
1 Dozen black medium 

point pens 
1 Red folder and 1 red 

notebook for social stud-
ies (all notebooks college 
ruled)

1 Green folder and 1 
green notebook for sci-
ence

1 Purple folder and 1 
purple notebook for lan-
guage arts

1 Black folder and 
1 black notebook for 
reading

1 Blue folder and 1 blue 
notebook for math

1 Composition note-
book

1 Box colored pencils
1 Pencil sharpener

1 Box markers
3 Glue sticks
4 Black dry erase mark-

ers
4 Highlighters (pink, 

yellow, orange, green)
1 Ruler
1 Scientifi c calculator 

(ONLY Texas Instrument 
TI30XIIS)

2 Dozen #2 pencils
1 Pointed tip scissors
1 Package of 2x2-inch 

post-its 
2 Packages 3x5 index 

cards
2 Boxes of Kleenex (if 

available)
1 Container Clorox 

wipes
Student planner-pur-

chase for $5 in offi ce 
PE SUPPLIES: Gym 

shoes, white socks, white 
or gray T-shirt, gym shorts

COMPUTER SCI-
ENCE: Container Clorox 
wipes & box of Kleenex 
(if available)

HEALTH & WELL-
NESS: 1 folder; 1 Con-
tainer of Clorox wipes (if 
available)

ART: 
Sketch pad, 8-1/2 x 11-

inch or 9 x 12-inch
Paint brushes, assorted 

sizes, fl at and round
8-color watercolor pal-

ette
Black Sharpie pen

Cyber safety is important 
for every grade level
People rely on the internet every day. In recent 

months, reliance on digital technology was pushed 
even further as social distancing measures had the 

world going online for school and work and to maintain 
relationships with friends and family. 

A 2018 report from Pew Research Center indicated that 
nearly 25 percent of young adults in America reported being 
online almost constantly. Common Sense Media says teens 
spend an average of nine hours a day online, compared to 
roughly six hours for those between the ages 8 and 12 and 
50 minutes for kids younger than 8. 

Students must exercise caution when spending time online. 
Connectivity can be empowering, but it also puts students at 
risk from others and even their own, sometimes irresponsible 
behaviors. Staying safe online should remain a priority for 
students who must spend more time on the internet and using 
digital education tools. These are some tips for maintaining 
cyber safety.

• Exercise caution when sharing information like your 
name, address, phone number, and other personal data on-
line. Check with a trusted parent or teacher before sharing 
private data.

• Report any online activity that makes you feel uncom-
fortable, scared or confused, whether it is directed at you or 
a classmate.

• Think carefully before you post comments online. Data 
remains online indefi nitely, and your words and actions today 
can greatly affect your future.

• Respect others online by refraining from demeaning or 
bullying comments. 

• Do not try to get around fi rewalls and blocked websites 
set up by school administrators. These limitations are there 
for your protection.

• Stick to school-sanctioned assignments and internet 
browsing when using school-issued devices. Administrators 
may have the right to monitor student activity without stu-
dents’ knowledge and you can easily get yourself in trouble.

• It is easy to hide or fake one’s identity on the internet, 
so never take someone you meet or speak with online at 
face value. Never meet up with someone you do not know 
or only met online.

• Talk to your parents or educators about extortion and 
ransomware that tries to trick you into providing payment in 
some shape or form to prevent a perpetrator from releasing 
private information about you, advises the Readiness and 
Emergency for Schools Technical Assistance Center. 

See Local News online at 
www.mendotareporter.com
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LOCAL AND AREA
Have you ever won-

dered if something is 
holding you back from 
experiencing the prom-
ises of God in your life? 
I remember a time when 
I was hearing about all 
the promises of God but 
never actually experi-
encing them. 

I heard about peace, 
but I didn’t have any. 
I heard about joy, but 
I was unhappy all the 
time. I could see God’s 
promises in His Word 
and I believed them, but 
something was missing. 
As I spent time studying 
God’s Word, I came to 
realize that the root of 
my problem was found 
in the wrong mindsets I 
was living with. 

Identifying 
Your Mindset

The story of the Isra-
elites is a good example 
of what a difference 
our mindset can make. 
In Exodus 13, we read 
about how God called 
them out of Egypt to 
possess the Promised 
Land. But what was 
supposed to be an 11-
day journey ended up 
being a 40-year journey 
through the wilder-
ness—all because they 
didn’t know how to 
think right (see Deuter-
onomy 1). 

One wrong mindset 
the Israelites had was, 
“Please make every-
thing easy for me be-

Get your mind set on what matters most
cause I can’t take it when 
things are too hard.” 
When things got hard 
for them and they had 
to fight their enemies, 
instead of turning to 
God, they started grum-
bling and complaining 
about their situation. 
They thought their ene-
mies were the problem, 
but it was really their 
thinking. 

So instead of moving 
forward and experienc-
ing the good things God 
had planned for them, 
He had to take them the 
long, hard way through 
the wilderness in order 
to prepare them to pos-
sess the Promised Land. 

Walking Through 
the Wilderness

Like the Israelites, 
sometimes we’re not 
ready for all that God 
has planned for us, so we 
spend a little time in “the 
wilderness” growing up 
and learning how to trust 
Him. I know what this 
is like. There was a time 
when I had an “it’s just 
too hard” attitude and 
mindset about things I 
needed to face.

When God spoke to 
my heart that I needed 
to completely forgive 
people who had hurt me, 
it seemed impossible to 
me. But realizing that 
He didn’t expect me to 
do it in my own strength 
gave me the courage 
to take a step of faith 

and choose to forgive, 
trusting that God would 
change my heart and set 
me free from the misery 
of bitterness and unfor-
giveness. 

It wasn’t easy, but 
the peace and joy I now 
have is so much better 
than living with the bit-
terness and resentment 
of unforgiveness. And 
I wouldn’t be doing 
what I’m doing today 
if I hadn’t obeyed God 
in this area of my life. 

God sometimes has to 
bring us through hard-
ship to test us, humble us 
and to see if we will keep 
His commandments in 
the wilderness. Deuter-
onomy 8:2 (NIV) says, 
“Remember how the 
Lord your God led you 
all the way in the wilder-
ness these forty years, to 
humble and test you in 
order to know what was 
in your heart, whether or 
not you would keep his 
commands.”

God wants to help 
us learn how to obey 
Him in the wilderness 
because if we don’t keep 
His commandments 
when life is hard, then 
we won’t keep them 
when everything is go-
ing our way. He wants us 
to be strong enough and 
mature enough to keep 
moving forward in His 
plan for our lives.
Setting Your Mind in 
the Right Direction

Instead of having 
the mindset that says, 
“It’s just too hard!” 
the truth is that with 
God’s help, you can do 
whatever you need to 
do in life. Philippians 
4:13 says, “I can do all 
this through him who 
gives me strength.” 

So, when the enemy 
starts to tell you that 
your circumstances 
are impossible, you’ll 
never make it, and you 
should quit, you can be 
confident knowing this 
promise from God: I 
can do whatever I need 
to do through Christ 
who gives me strength. 
You can look to God for 
the strength you need to 
deal with whatever life 
throws at you. 

Once we adopt a 
right mindset to replace 
a wrong one, we must 
be determined to keep 
our thoughts headed 
in that direction. Co-
lossians 3:2 says to 
“set your minds and 
keep them set on what 

is above (the higher 
things), not on the 
things that are on the 
earth” (AMPC). 

You do that by fo-
cusing on the promises 
of God in His Word, 
choosing to trust what 
He says more than what 
your circumstances look 
like, what others say or 
how you feel. The truth 
is God loves you, He 
has wonderful plans for 
your life and He wants 
you to experience all He 
has for you.

Instead of focusing 
on the hard things in 
your life, think about 
all that God has helped 
you through and all He 
has in store for you. 
Set your mind on Him 
and follow His lead 
through the wilder-
ness to your Promised 
Land! 

***
For more on this 

topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching CD se-
ries Right and Wrong 
Mindsets. You can also 

contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoy-
ing Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder 
of Joyce Meyer Min-
istries, Inc. She has 
authored more than 
100 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF 
THE MIND and YOUR 
BATTLES BELONG 
TO THE LORD (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday 
Life radio and TV pro-
grams, which air on 
hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

~ New Y App & Rewards Program
~ Youth & Adult Activities
~ FREE Group Exercise Classes
~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates
~ Young Adult Memberships
~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

417 US-34 • Mendota  

(815)538-4800
Mon-Fri 8-5 Sat 9-4  

and Sun 11-3.

Garden Center  
& Custom  

Landscape Design

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123

BUSINESS CARD 
BULLETIN BOARD

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

Buy One Get One Free 
Every Day!

www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 
agents in 

your area!

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

1200 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-9394

Family owned & operated since 1893.
2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Steven Mindrup, Interim Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
All activities and Worship services 
are temporarily suspended until 

further notice.

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Live at 10 a.m. but can be viewed 

any time
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 993-2462
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road 

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

www.immanuellutherancompton.org
E-mail:  

immanuellutherancompton@live.com

 “Living in God’s Grace as a 
Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP:  
Worship services and all church 

activities are cancelled until 
further notice. Please check out 
our website: www.ilccompton.org 

or our Facebook page
 for updates.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Cornelius in 
the Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. Whose first chapter begins, 
“The elder unto the wellbe-

loved Gaius, whom I love in the 
truth”? 

3 John, Galatians, Hebrews, 
Jude

3. What were Gihon, Pison 
Tigris, and Euphrates as con-

nected with the Garden 
of Eden? 

Cities, Kings, Rivers, Caves
4. In Revelation 2, what city 

was said by John to have 
“Satan’s seat”? 

Pergamos, Miletus, Patara, 
Sodom

5. From Acts 13, where were 
Paul and Barnabas deserted 

by Mark? 
Jericho, Perga, Athens, Damascus

6. In 1 Kings, who is given 
credit for writing 1,005 songs? 
Jacob, Solomon, Philip, David

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) 3 John; 3) 
Rivers; 4) Pergamos; 5) Perga; 

6) Solomon

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

LOST 
CAT

Juan
Age: 11-12 yo

Breed: Siamese, 
No claws wearing a 

camo collar
Call this number if 

found:  
815-262-3799

Lost: Off of  
E. 250th Rd 08

24
20

20

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

Main St. Station 
is looking to 

hire part-time 
bartenders/

servers and part-
time cooks. 

Some experience 
is helpful. 

Apply in person 
at 714 Main St., 

Mendota.
07272020

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

AMBOY-Round Wood 
Dining Table With 
4 Chairs-$40. 815-
718-1998. Leave a 
Message. (08-23-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: 5280 S 
Harlan Dr. Thursday 
August 27th, Friday 
August 28th 8am-5pm 
& Saturday August 
29th 8am-? Tools, Kid’s 
Clothing, Romance 
Novels, Lawn/Garden, 
Women’s Clothing, 
Toys, Shopsmith With 
Accessories. (08-26-
20)

ROCHELLE: 11786 E 
Flagg Rd. Thursday 
August 27th 4pm-7pm, 
Friday August 28th 
8am-6pm & Saturday 
August 29th 8am-Noon. 
Couch, Junior Bed, 
Toys, Dolls, Dishes, 
Glassware, Pictures, 
Golf Equipment, 
Bedding, Playhouse, 
Books, Washboard, 
Sleds, Primitives, 
Mason Jars, Pressure 
Cooker and More. (08-
26-20)

315  315  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

WANTED: Water or 
Fuel Tank, 6ft Diameter. 
Ph. 815-481-4750. (08-
23-20)

WANTED Junk Cars 
and Farm Machinery. 
Call 815-761-2803. (09-
03-20)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 

RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Downtown Mendota 
1-bedroom upstairs 
apartment for rent. 

Water & garbage 
furnished. No pets. No 
smoking. $450 month. 

815-910-7011.

07
27

20
20

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

Visit us online: www.mendotareporter.com

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
acaylor@mendotareporter.
com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to 
start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start 
in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $15.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF  )
THE ESTATE OF )
MARY J.  )
PALMER-BEEBE,  )
DECEASED. )
NO. 2018-P-000211

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Mary J. Palmer-Bee-
be, of LaSalle, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were 
issued on September 
06, 2018, to Gary Lee 
Beebe, of LaSalle, IL 
as INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATOR, whose 
Attorneys of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, Downtown Coun-
ty Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with 
the Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 
of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later. Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Dated:  August 19, 2020
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0804 
(Aug. 26, Sept. 2, 9, 
2020)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Aug. 21, 
2020 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses of 
all the persons owning, 
conducting and trans-
acting the business 
known as Studio 1500 
located at 1500 Knoll 
Crest Dr., Mendota, IL 
61342.
DATED August 21, 
2020

Linda Swanson
Applicant

No. 0805 
(Aug. 26, Sept. 2, 9, 
2020)

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN by the La Moille 
C.U.S.D. #303 Board of 
Education that a budget 
for the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, 2020 will be 
on file for public inspec-
tion at the school offices 
from and after August 
20, 2020.  Notice is fur-
ther given that a public 
hearing on said budget 
will be held at 6:45 p.m. 
on September 24, 2020 
in the La Moille High 
School library.
No. 0806
(Aug. 26, 2020)

Archer Daniels Midland 
Company (ADM) is a world 

leader in agricultural 
processing.

We are seeking a
Full time truck driver

A CDL required

At our Mendota facility
ADM offers competitive pay and 

benefits including medical, dental, 
prescription drug coverage, life 

insurance, pension AND A 401(k)
ESOP with a company match

ADM requires successful completion 
of a pre-employment drug screening

and background check.
 

Call 815-539-7491
 Apply online at www.ADM.com/careers.

ADM is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer 08242020

Well-established contractor 
looking to hire person with 

general carpentry skills who 
works well with others and 
possesses good work ethic. 
Pay established according to 

skill level. Please send resume to 
W.E.C. c/o The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

07
27

20
20

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2015 Chevy Equinox FWD 
4-Cyl, 2LT, Sunroof,  
Gray ...........................$12,500

2020 Chevy Malibu LT 
8K Miles, Red ...........$23,500
2019 GMC Terrain SLT 
AWD, Silver ..............$26,900
2018 Chevy K1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, Sunroof, 22K Miles 
Pearl White ...............$39,900
2018 Equinox Premier AWD 
2.0 Ltr, New Tires, One 
Owner, Maroon ........$22,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 15K 
Miles, Maroon ..........$19,500

2018 Chevy Cruze LT, 6K 
Miles, Power Seat, Remote 
Start, Blue .................$18,500
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Remote Start, Power Seats 
9,000 mi., White .......$17,900
2016 Chevy Traverse 1LT 
FWD, Blue ................$19,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

Preferred, Sun Roof, 10,000 miles, White

$20,900   

2019 Buick Encore FWD
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

Buy One Get One 
Free Every Day!

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Fri 8-5 
Sat 9-4 and Sun 11-3

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

LOGGING

POIGNANT LOGGING
BUYING  

STANDING TIMBER
• FREE ESTIMATES    • FULLY INSURED

Contact Billy Poignant

309-238-3210
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Rebecca McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker

www.tcrealtysales.net
Evening Phone Numbers

Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker 
708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 
815-539-9255

Jami Bauer, Broker 
815-993-7751

Lori Munson, Broker 
815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 

815-200-2233
Richard McConville, 

Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 

815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 

815-228-2842
Ryan Coss, Broker  
815-830-8636

“Come Settle With Us”

Helping 
people 

find homes 
since 1983. 

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 

Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated  
Managing Broker

Helping people find homes since 1983.

607 Sixth St., 
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

1206 Burlington Street 
MENDOTA 

4 BDR, 2BA,Victorian style home, 
hardwood floors, 2 staircases, 

HUGE backyard!!

4121 E. 2nd Rd 
MENDOTA - BACK ON MARKET!
2 BDR main floor, 2 BDR lower level, 
2BA, main level laundry, BEAUTIFUL 

country views from the deck and 
slightly less than 2 acres!

1401 Hillcrest Drive 
MENDOTA

3 BDR, 3BA, brick ranch, full 
finished basement, gas fireplace!!, 

quiet area

1309 Guiles Avenue 
MENDOTA

3-4 BDR, 1BA, main floor laundry, 
LOVELY front porch to use as 
a summer hang out!, fenced 

backyard

BUILDING LOTS!!
15 Abballee Way MENDOTA

NICE subdivision with a .67 lot!!
318 Bryant Woods PRINCETON

Established subdivision with a .49 lot!!

MLS# 10565940  102 Hubbard 
Court, LaMoille   $39,000.00    
Needs some TLC  2 bedroom 1 
bath first floor laundry, newer 2 car 
garage. nice lot in LaMoille.  Call 
for a showing

MLS#10803738  622 Clark St. 
Marseilles, IL  $94,900.  This 
affordable 2 bedroom 1 bath on a 
corner lot will be sold “as is”.  Great 
open front porch.  14.16 deck in the 
backyard that is partially fenced in.  
Hardwood floors, laundry room, 
bonus room.   Call for all amenities.

1211 Burlington Street 
$104,900

MLS#10824085

907 21st Street
$139,900

MLS#10515864

709 Pennsylvania Avenue
$93,000

MLS#10649691

1505 Guiles Avenue
$70,000

MLS#10730373

1506 Lincoln Ave., Mendota $134,500 
• 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Story Home 

w/ 2 Car Garage
• Stunning Wood Flooring, High Ceiling, Large 

Windows Allowing Natural Light In
• Tons of Updates!

606 W Main St., Sublette $134,000
• 2 Bed 1 Bath

• New flooring, windows, doors, trim
• Kitchen cabinets professionally refinished, 

new counter tops

1415 Meriden St., Mendota $95,500
• 2 Bed, 1 Bath Ranch Style Home

• Short Walk to Lake Mendota
• Open Floor Plan, Eat-In Kitchen With 

Island

164 W Penkins Rd., Sublette $184,500
• Country Living With Small Pond

• 4 Bed, 3 Bath Ranch Style
• Inlaw Quarters

Four Earlville Country Subdivision Lots  
Out of city limits Parklike setting.  

$29,000 each Lot.  
New Mendota lot Country subdivision $39,500 
Call McConville Realty for more information

Let Us Guide You Home

1196 Rockyford Rd., Amboy CONTINGENT ..............................................................................................$258,500
314 N Jefferson Ave., Amboy CONTINGENT.............................................................................................$180,000
139 W Pleasant St., Amboy CONTINGENT ................................................................................................$133,500
205 W. 3rd St., Sublette CONTINGENT ........................................................................................................$91,750
501 W. Main St., Sublette CONTINGENT ......................................................................................................$65,900
306 7th St., Peru CONTINGENT ....................................................................................................................$64,000
 

Come See Us About Woodhaven Lakes Properties!!

FEATURE
 HOME

McConville Realty & 
Auctioneering

612 S. Main St., Mendota 
815-539-5673

MLS# 10813275 $199,000 4444 E. 1553rd Rd. Earlville   
Unique!  Octagon brick and cedar home on 5.33 wooded acres with 

creek.  Very serene property.  3 bedroom 1 bath (2nd bath in basement)  
Partially finished basement.  Fireplace and woodburner.  This home is 

being sold as is. Call McConville Realty for a showing.

REDUCED

NEW

LISTING

NEW

LISTING

WE’VE GOT WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!
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