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MENDOTA – The Mendota Youth Football 
League season has been canceled for the 2020 
season.

Youth football will not play in the spring, and 
is hoping to return to the field in the fall of 2021.

For questions or more information, contact 
Jim Lauer at 815-539-5106.

Trees on the avenue
The Mendota Gardening Club partnered with the city of Mendota to purchase and plant trees as part of the 
continuing Illinois Avenue revitalization project. The limelight hydrangea trees, which were purchased from 
Ekana Nursery & Landscaping in Mendota, are flowering trees that will grow to about eight feet tall. They 
were planted on both sides of the street in the 700 block of Illinois Avenue.

Pandemic aid to start flowing 
to local governments in Illinois
q Mendota to receive over $300,000; LaSalle Co. $1.3 million
By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — The 
state of Illinois will soon be-
gin distributing $250 million 
in federal funds to help cities, 
counties and other units of 
local government pay for 
pandemic-related expenses.

The General Assembly’s 
Joint Committee on Ad-
ministrative Rules cleared 
the way last week for the 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 
to launch the Local Corona-
virus Urgent Remediation 
Emergency, or Local CURE, 
program, which state law-
makers authorized in the 
budget they adopted in May.

Of that money, $200 mil-
lion will go directly to cities 
and counties. The rest will be 
divided between local public 
health departments and other 
local units of government 
such as townships and other 
special taxing districts.

The money can be used for 
expenses such as COVID-19 
testing and emergency med-
ical expenses; public health 
expenses, including costs of 
enforcing orders related to 
COVID-19; payroll expens-
es for public safety and other 
employees whose jobs are 
mainly focused on mitigating 
or responding to COVID-19; 
and other expenses that are 
“reasonably necessary” for 
responding to the public 
health emergency.

DCEO used a formula to 
determine how much money 
each city and county will 
receive. Department spokes-
woman Lauren Huffman 
said the agency will start 
distributing the money later 
this month.

The  a l lo tmen t  fo r 
area counties is:  Bu-
reau - $367,234; DeKalb 
- $656,294; LaSalle - 
$1,323,273; Lee - $548,376. 
The allotment for area cities 

is: Amboy - $103,133; Ar-
lington - $7,962; Earlville - 
$70,171; LaMoille - $29,950; 
Leland - $40,304; Mendota 
- $304,117; Ohio - $21,163; 
Paw Paw - $35,890; Sub-
lette - $18,523; Troy Grove 
- $10,313; West Brooklyn 
- $5,858.

One thing local govern-
ments cannot use the money 
for, however, is direct aid to 
local businesses that have 
been impacted by the pan-
demic. That is something 
that disappointed some local 
government leaders.

“The federal government 
says that communities can 
use these dollars for lo-
cal economic support, but 
DCEO says we can’t,” Brad 
Cole, executive director 
of the Illinois Municipal 
League, said during an inter-
view after the JCAR meeting. 

By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Gov. JB Pritzker 
last week announced the release of $46 
million in grant funding for small busi-
nesses affected by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, warned of potential further shutdowns 
if case counts continue to rise and called 
widespread use of face coverings the key 
to preventing such action.

The funding comes from the Business 
Interruption Grant, or BIG, program which 
is funded through the federal CARES Act.

The initial allotment of $46 million 
split between 2,655 small businesses is 
part of $636 million in total funding for 
the program. Of that funding, $270 million 
will go to child care providers. 

Pritzker said the initial allotments were 
distributed in 78 of the state’s 102 counties.

“The initial focus of these grants has 
been on businesses that have been most 
severely impacted by COVID-19 — those 
that were completely shut down in the 
spring and those that are in COVID-impact-
ed areas that experienced property damage 
amidst the looting and civil unrest in June,” 
the governor said at a news conference. 

The grants range from $10,000 to 

$20,000 each per business. 
More than $24 million of the first 

allotment will go to disproportionately 
impacted areas as designated by the 
General Assembly. These include areas 
significantly impacted by COVID-19 and 
other adverse economic conditions. In 
total, 30 percent of BIG funds will go to 
businesses located in those areas. 

State releases $46 million split among
small businesses reeling from pandemic 

“Ultimately, revitalizing 
our economy must start 
with getting the pandemic 
under control. That means 
following the public health 
guidelines, wearing a 
mask, maintaining a safe 
social distance of six feet 
and washing your hands 
regularly.” 

–Gov. JB Pritzker

By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota High School District 
280 Board of Education 
met on Aug. 17. Discussions 
included the status of student 
registration, a revised school 
calendar and the preliminary 
budget for 2021. 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Registration was held 
online through July and 
August. Principal Denise 
Aughenbaugh said freshman 
students came in on Aug. 12 
for their student ID pictures 
and Chromebook handouts. 
The high school still hopes to 
hold a rescheduled Freshman 
and New Student Orientation 
night on Wednesday, Sept. 
2. This will allow first-time 
MHS students and families to 
tour the building and practice 
their schedule. They also 
plan to schedule an 8th grade 
Honors Algebra I orientation 
program for students. 

• As of Aug. 17, MHS has 
522 students active in their 
database. This includes six 
super-seniors, 126 seniors, 
139 juniors, 140 sopho-
mores and 111 freshmen. An 
additional 25 eighth grade 
students will take Honors 
Algebra I with Ms. Barnes. 

• The first day of Area 
Career Center is Aug. 19, and 
the first day of attendance 
for Mendota High School 
students will be Tuesday, 
Sept. 8. 

• Aughenbaugh encour-
aged all MHS families to use 

Dist. 280 prepared
for school opening 
q Board approves calendar changes 

the communication resourc-
es posted online at www.
mendotahs.org. The home 
page has a Communications 
20-21 link, which will take 
families to all of the docu-
ments and forms pertaining 
to the reopening of school. 
“We understand it is difficult 
to keep track of multiple 
e-mails with attachments and 
want to streamline communi-
cations as much as possible,” 
Aughenbaugh said. 

In addition, along the left-
hand side of the homepage, 
there are other resources 
including the MHS Events 
Calendar. Aughenbaugh not-
ed that the events printed in 
the Student Handbook/Plan-
ner are not accurate because 
school and athletic events 
have been rescheduled. She 
encouraged families to visit 
the MHS Events Calendar, 
which is a Google Calen-
dar, and it will sync activity 
updates as well as athletic 
updates entered through 
different webpages. 
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Dayton Bluffs Preserve hosting ‘Hike to End Hunger’ on Aug. 29
OTTAWA - A “Hike to 

End Hunger” will be held 
at Dayton Bluffs Nature 
Preserve in Ottawa. The 
hike will take place on 
Saturday, Aug. 29 from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The hike is sponsored 
by local growing projects 
that are part of the Growing 
Hope Globally organi-
zation. Growing projects 
raise money to help people 
in developing countries 
improve their food produc-
tion and agriculture. All are 
welcome.

The money raised by 
the hike will be earmarked 

to help people in Tanza-
nia improve their farming 
methods and help their 
crops withstand drought. 
Many Tanzanians in rural 
areas are part of more than 
800 million people that 
suffer from hunger all over 
the world. The goal is to 
raise $19,750 to fund this 
year’s work.

The hike will also high-
light the work of Dayton 
Bluffs volunteers, who are 
turning the preserve into 
a wonderful place to visit 
locally. Along the hike route 
there will be presentations 
on prairie restoration, the 

restored Daniels Cemetery, 
and more. Dayton Bluffs is 
owned by the Conservation 
Foundation and leased 
to the City of Ottawa. Its 
entrance is one-half mile 
south of Interstate 80 on the 
west side of Illinois Route 
71. For more information 
on Dayton Bluffs Nature 
Preserve, go to theconser-
vationfoundation.org. 

Donations can be made 
in several ways:

• At the hike – by cash 
or check. Checks should 
be made to Growing Hope 
Globally, memo’d to Tan-
zania.

• Checks can be mailed 
to: Growing Hope Global-
ly, P.O. Box 5628, Carol 
Stream, IL 60197-5628.

• Online at growing-
hopeglobally.org – click on 
“support a program” and se-
lect “Tanzania Chamwino” 
– click on the “donate” 
button. Information about 
the program is on the site. 

An anonymous donor 
will match all donations 
dollar for dollar. Donations 
must be made by Sept. 5.

The Hike to End Hunger 
fundraiser will take the place 
of the usual harvest celebra-
tion held each fall and is 

sponsored by local growing 
projects including Earlville 
Growing Project, Mazon/
Western Springs Growing 
Project, Somonauk Area 
Growing Project, and Twin 

Rivers (Ottawa)/Barrington 
Growing Project.

The public is invited to 
come and enjoy this won-
derful day.  Social distancing 
is requested. 

Endangered Rusty Patched Bumble Bee sighted at Illiniwek Forest Preserve
♦ Western Illinois preserve becomes one of a few places nation-wide with sighting of rare Bombus affi nis

HAMPTON – Illiniwek Forest 
Preserve in Hamilton recently be-
came one of a few sites nationwide 
with a confi rmed sighting of the 
endangered Rusty Patched Bumble 
Bee (Bombus affi nis). The species 
has declined by 96 percent in the last 
20 years and is likely to be present 
in only 0.1 percent of its historical 
range.

The sighting was confi rmed by 
Isaac Stewart, assistant professor 
of biology at Black Hawk College’s 
East Campus, and is a milestone 
moment for the Rock Island County 
Forest Preserve Districts’ conserva-
tion efforts.

“I was out walking my dog and 
happened to see this bee that looked 
awfully unusual,” said Mike Peters-
en, park ranger at Illiniwek. “I sent 
a picture of it to Isaac and he came 
out the next day and identifi ed 10 
female and three male Rusty Patched 
Bumble Bees in under an hour. We 
are beyond excited that our prairie 
restoration efforts are paying off in 
such a big way.”

In 2017, the Rusty Patched 
Bumble Bee was the fi rst bumble 
bee protected under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). Once common 
through the United States and Can-
ada, today the species is only found 
in fragmented populations of the 

Midwest.
“This is the best possible indicator 

that the prairie restorations the Forest 
Preserve District has been working 
on are paying off,” said Stewart. 
“Finding this new sighting is really 
important in our efforts of staving off 
the extinction of this species.”

The Rock Island County Forest 
Preserve District, which includes 
Illiniwek, Loud Thunder Forest 
Preserve, Dorrance Park, Martin 
Conservation Area, Niabi Zoo and 
Indian Bluff Golf Course, has been 
working hard to provide suitable 
habitats for all plants and animals 
that call its properties home.

Over the last fi ve years, the Forest 

Preserve District has planted 55 acres 
of prairies between its six properties, 
and this fall, a season record-breaking 
46 acres of prairies are expected to 
be planted.

Partners in this effort include 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Pheasants Forever, Trees Forever, the 
Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation, Monarch Watch, the 
John Deere local area conservation 
fund administered by Living Lands 
and Waters, as well as donations from 
private contributors. 

Indian Bluff Golf Course is home 
to one of the state’s rarest native, 
undisturbed hillside prairies. “Re-
markably, prairie once covered 60 
percent of Illinois but today, only 1 
percent of that land remains,” said 
Jeff Craver, Forest Preserve District 
director. “It is our organization’s 
goal to re-establish these habitat-rich 
lands, and to educate our visitors and 
citizens to do the same in their own 
backyards.”

Stewart, who has been studying 
bumble bees since 2007, partnered 
with the District in 2017 to survey 
the bee population in the parks and 
help monitor an increase in diversity. 
On the same day Stewart spotted 
the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee on 
Illiniwek’s grounds, he also made a 
confi rmed sighting of another threat-

ened bee species, the bombus pen-
sylvanicus or American Bumblebee.

“We’re defi nitely seeing an in-
crease in diversity in the bee popu-
lation,” said Stewart. “In doing this, 
we’ve also created habitat for other 
species that aren’t as well studied, 
charismatic and well understood. It’s 
very, very exciting to see the efforts 
paying off.”

To help foster an environment 
that’s attractive for endangered bees, 
Stewart recommends people focus 
on wildfl owers that are native to the 
region, like beebalms.

“There are many very pretty 
wildfl owers at local nurseries, but 
it’s really important the fl owers are 
native to the area. Also, try to plant 
a selection of wildfl owers that bloom 
through the spring and fall. In addi-
tion to summer blooms, the bees need 
nectar to feed on early in the spring 
and late into the fall.”

If you think you’ve spotted a Rusty 
Patched Bumble Bee, take a picture 
of the animal and share it with an 
expert for confi rmation. Websites 
such as www.bumblebeewatch.org/ 
have portals to submit photos of bees. 
Do not attempt to capture, touch or 
disturb the bee.

For more information on Rock 
Island County Forest Preserve, please 
visit www.RICFPD.org.  

LOCAL AND AREA

Find a provider near you  
at osfhealthcare.org/ready.

Our world  
is changing.  

So are we.
When COVID-19 changed the world  
— OSF HealthCare changed, too.
We offer the same safe, reliable care in new, easy-to-access ways. 

If you delayed medical care, such as immunizations, or if you 
stayed home fearing your underlying health condition could  
put you at greater risk, a primary care provider can help get  
your health — and your life — back on track.  

Our providers are ready to see you in the office, or via video 
from the comfort of home. 

See Local News online at  www.mendotareporter.com

EDUCATION 
BRIEFS

U of I dean’s list, 
graduation

CHAMPAIGN - The 
University of Illinois has 
announced 13,183 dean’s 
list and more than 9,000 
graduates for the 2020 spring 
semester.

Local students includ-
ed on the dean’s list are 
Preston Lewis, a freshman 
business major, and Bryar 
Lindenmeyer, a senior civil 
engineering major, both of 
Mendota.

Dean’s List eligibility is 
limited to the top 20 percent 
of a student’s college class 
or curriculum. In a special 
consideration for spring 
2020, dean’s list recognition 
required at least 12 academic 
semester hours taken for 
either standard letter grades 
or “pass.”

Local graduate, Rayna 
Martinson of Mendota, 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
with a major in Molecular 
and Cellular Biology. 
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James Armstrong 
MENDOTA - 

James “Jim” Arm-
strong, 96, of Men-
dota passed away 
Aug. 16, 2020 at 
Heritage Health, 
Mendota.

Cremation rites 
have been accorded. 
A celebration of life 
and burial will take 

place at a later date. Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota is handling the arrangements.

Jim was born Feb. 22, 1924 in Baltimore, 
Md. to James and Ruth (Bischoff) Armstrong. 
He met the love of his life at the Kakusha 
Dance Pavilion and quickly swept Gertrude 
“Trudy” Elsesser off her feet. They were 
married July 29, 1950 at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Mendota. She preceded him in 
death in 2004.

Survivors include two daughters, Meg 
(Scott) Stevenson of St. Paul, Minn. and 
Mary (Michael) Noonan of Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
one son, Tom (Heike Spayne) Armstrong of 
Elgin; seven grandchildren, Drew (Amber) 
Stevenson, Paige (Emma) Stevensby, Tyler 
(Samantha) Stevenson, Kelsey (Adam) Ru-
bin, Patrick Armstrong, Elizabeth (Christo-
pher) Lanning and James Noonan; and four 

great-grandchildren, Charlotte, Olin, Elinor 
and Camille Stevenson.

He was preceded in death by his wife and 
one sister, Rachel Fink in 2013. 

Jim grew up in Sparrows Point and 
Dundalk, Md. After high school, he earned 
a Bachelors degree in Agronomy from the 
University of Maryland. He served in the 
U.S. Army from 1945-1946 as a medical tech. 
Following the war, he attended the University 
of Illinois and received a Masters degree in 
Agronomy. After serving an internship at the 
Rochelle Del Monte Plant, Jim was hired in 
 1949 to begin work as a fi eld supervisor at the 
new Del Monte Plant in Mendota. This was 
a career that lasted until he retired in 1984. 

Jim enjoyed a lifelong passion for gar-
dening and nature conservation. He was a 
long-time member of the Mendota Garden 
Club and could be seen planting and working 
on public gardens around town well into his 
80s. He was an avid tennis player, sports fan 
and was smooth as silk on the dance fl oor. 
He will be dearly missed by his family and 
friends.

Memorials may be directed to The Nature 
Conservancy in Illinois, 400 N. Michigan 
Ave., Suite S1100, Chicago, IL 60611 and to 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 607 10th Ave., 
Mendota, IL 61342.

Rosalie McLaughlin 
MENDOTA - Ro-

salie McLaughlin, 
96, of Mendota, 
passed away Aug. 
14, 2020 at Heritage 
Health, Mendota. 

Funeral services 
will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Monday, Aug. 24 
at the Merritt Funeral 
Home, Mendota with 

visitation one-half hour prior to the service. 
Face masks are required. Burial will follow 
at Stewart Cemetery in Plainville.

Rosalie was born July 16, 1924 in Plain-
ville to James and Neva (Boyd) McLaughlin.

She was preceded in death by one brother, 
Otis McLaughlin; a brother-in-law, Dallas 
Strubinger; and one sister, Madelyn Stru-
binger.

Rosalie was driven, adventurous and had a 
thirst for knowledge. She attended Seymour 
Community High School in Plainville, West-
ern Illinois University where she received 
her Bachelor of Science in Education, and 

Northern Illinois University receiving her 
Masters degree. From 1942 to 1945 during 
World War II, she worked for the Army Map 
Service, Corps of Engineers in Quincy, where 
she was the secretary for the colonel. After 
obtaining her teaching degree, she taught in 
LaFayette for nine years and then moved 
to Northbrook School, Mendota where she 
taught for 31 years before retiring in June 
1988. She was an active member of First 
Presbyterian Church, Mendota for 61 years, 
serving as deacon and elder. She also was a 
member of the National Education Associa-
tion, Illinois Retired Teachers, and Chapter 
BV, PEO (Mendota). Ms. McLaughlin, as she 
was known by her students, had a passion 
for travel and loved to eat out. On a few 
of these excursions, she was accompanied 
by her students. She had a love for all and 
became the unoffi cial greeter at Stonecroft 
and then at Heritage Health. Rosalie always 
had a smile on her face and a kind word - she 
will be missed.

Memorials may be directed to the First 
Presbyterian Church.

Dorothy J. Harris 
MENDOTA - 

Dorothy Jean Har-
ris, 99, of Mendota 
passed away Aug. 
14, 2020 at Heritage 
Health, Mendota due 
to COVID-19.

Due to the coro-
navirus, there will 
be a private family 
gathering at Merritt 
Funeral Home. A 

public graveside service will be held at 11 
a.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 19 at Restland 
Cemetery, Mendota with Pastor Hogun Kim 
of Zion United Methodist Church offi ciating. 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota is handling 
arrangements.

Dorothy was born Aug. 26, 1920 to Carter 
and Minnie (Reeder) Parlier. She married 
James “Jim” Harris on April 16, 1942. He 
preceded her in death in 1995.

Survivors include one daughter, Catherine 
(Larry) Hood of Bridgewater N.J.; one son, 
John (fi ancée Darla Kleckner) Harris of 
Mendota; one granddaughter, Alisa Turner 
and a great-grandson, both of Mount Pleasant 
S.C.; her special granddaughter, Amy Furar of 
Mendota; special grandsons, Lewis Kleckner 
and Matt Furar, both of Mendota; special 
great-granddaughter, Audrey Kleckner; and 
special great-grandson, Gabe Kleckner.

Growing up on a farm just northeast of 
Mendota, Dorothy always rode her pony to 
a one-room school, and also graduated from 
Mendota High School. She worked at vari-

ous jobs including Westclox, the telephone 
company and in health care. Traveling was 
a major enjoyment for Dorothy and Jim with 
trips in the U.S. including two trips to Hawaii, 
visiting their daughter and family in New 
Jersey, and going to Jim’s Army reunions. 
They also traveled to Europe with their 
Army friends to some of the places Jim was 
at during World War II. Especially important 
to Dorothy was helping others. She enjoyed 
community service and was always willing 
to help neighbors, friends, and family. She 
was active in organizations including Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary, Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church (active member since 
1951), Mendota Women’s Club (member 
over 50 years serving in many positions), 
Home Extension, Camp Fire Girls Leader, 
and Mendota Area Senior Services (MASS). 
In addition, she enjoyed attending MASS pro-
grams and monthly suppers and Zion UMC 
fellowship hour after church service. She 
was a loving, devoted mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother who loved spending 
time with family. She was an excellent cook, 
having cooked with her mother for thrashers 
on the farm, and her family will especially 
miss her Christmas sugar cookies. Other hob-
bies included being an excellent seamstress 
and upholsterer, crocheting, and collecting 
antiques. Gardening at her home at 410 8th 
St. kept her busy and happy until she entered 
Heritage Health.

Please direct memorials in lieu of fl owers 
to either Zion United Methodist Church of 
Mendota or to Mendota A rea Senior Services 
(MASS). 
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WHEN IT COMES TO CHECKING...
EUREKA SAVINGS BANK

HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.

CHOOSE
FROM

Regular Checking
NOW Checking
Super NOW Checking

Call or stop by 
to enjoy these 
great benefits:

• No Per  
Check Fee

• Online and 
Mobile Banking

debit

EUREKA’S NEW
DEBIT CARD

Wireless enabled to 
allow contactless

tap-to-pay 
transactions.

Quick and easy use 
wherever you go.

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

Carl’s Quiz
In what year was the fi rst offi cial U.S. 

airmail carried? 

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Robert De Niro’s 
character in Taxi Driver was Travis Bickle who had 

the classic line, “You talkin’ to me?”
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

See U-505, Page A4

Obituaries
Continued from Page A4

 Heartsaver 
AED CPR 
course offered 
at OSF Saint 
Paul 

MENDOTA – OSF 
HealthCare Saint Paul Med-
ical Center is offering a 
Heartsaver AED Cardiopul-
monary Resuscitation (CPR) 
Course at 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 3. A prepaid $35 per 
person fee will reserve a 
spot in the class. Class size is 
limited, and the room will be 
set up with social distancing 
in mind.

The class will be held in 
the hospital’s Conference 
Room C, and participants 
should enter through the 
Medical Office Building 
doors. Register online at 
www.osfsaintpaul.org or 
contact Michelle Jones, RN 
at (815) 539-1654.

HCC, inc. workers are EQUIPPED TO VOTE in Mendota
♦ HCC, inc. educates & engages employees about pro-man-
ufacturing policies with new national campaign

MENDOTA - HCC, inc. in 
Mendota is teaming up with the 
Association of Equipment Manu-
facturers on Equipped To Vote, a 
national campaign to engage, edu-
cate, and mobilize the 2.8 million 
men and women of the equipment 
manufacturing industry leading up 
to the election this fall. 

The centerpiece of the campaign 
is a pledge to support pro-manufac-
turing candidates and to encourage 
them to champion policies that 
strengthen the economy, support 
communities, and ensure the 
continued growth and success of 
equipment manufacturers.

“Manufacturing is more im-
portant to the US than ever before. 
Throughout the pandemic, the man-
ufacturing sector has continued to 
provide jobs and income to people 

that want and need to work. It is 
imperative that US manufacturing 
continues to regain its strength to 
lead the economy back from the 
lows of 2020. We need our elected 
offi cials to continue to support man-
ufacturing as it is the cornerstone 
that the US was built on,” stated 
Mark Lamboley, VP at HCC, inc. 

Kip Eideberg, AEM Senior Vice 
President of Government and Indus-
try Relations, added, “The state of 
U.S. manufacturing is clearly on 
the minds of many Illinois voters 
this election year. That is why it is 
critical that we give them the tools 
and resources they need to support 
pro-manufacturing candidates. 
HCC, inc. has been a steadfast 
supporter of our efforts to promote 
policies essential to growing equip-
ment manufacturing in the United 

States, and we are grateful for their 
partnership on the Equipped to Vote 
campaign.

The Equipped to Vote campaign 
features a Digital Action Center, an 
online platform that features infor-
mation about the policies that matter 
to the industry as well as tools and 
resources to encourage greater civic 
engagement. It will allow them to 
take a series of actions in support 
of pro-manufacturing policies and 
share them through social channels. 
Participants have the opportunity to 
win weekly prizes as well as a grand 
prize at the end of the campaign.

The Equipped To Vote campaign 
demonstrates the commitment by 
HCC, inc. to make sure all employ-
ees are able to make their voices 
heard this election and shape the 
future of our country.

 Campaign information and in-
teractive features can be found on 
www.EquippedToVote.org.

About - HCC, inc. manufactures 
agricultural harvesting equipment 
such as reels, sieves, chaffers and 
other innovative products for every 
combine need. We supply sieves, 
chaffers, and reels to original farm 
equipment manufacturer for most 
makes and models of combine. We 
work closely with manufacturers 
to match our products with com-
bine specifi cations and capacities. 
With over 100 years experience 
and advances in technology, we 
are prepared to meet the needs of 
tomorrow’s farmers.

AEM, the North American-based 
international trade group repre-
senting off-road equipment manu-
facturers/suppliers, has over1,000 
companies and over 200 product 
lines in the ag/construction-related 
industry worldwide. U.S. equipment 
manufacturing supports 2.8 million 
jobs and contributes about $288 bil-
lion to the economy annually.

Small Steps 
has openings

MENDOTA - The Small 
Steps Program is announcing 
to parents and grandparents 
in Mendota District 289 
that they have openings for 
families with children ages 
0-3. Because raising a baby 
can be challenging, the goal 
of this program is to offer 
family support. There is no 
cost to participate.

Parenting is the most 
rewarding and most demand-
ing job you will ever encoun-
ter. There are many benefi ts 
to having someone to talk 
with while facing the daily 
challenges that come along 
with being a parent. Small 
Steps usually offers home 
visits, but due to the risk of 
Covid-19, they are offering 
virtual and telephone visits. 
Small Steps is a wonderful 
community to be a part of.

Small Steps is part of 
Mendota District 289 and has 
programs serving Earlville 
and Rochelle. Call (815) 
538-1849 to learn more. 

Virtual program on ‘The 
Remarkable History of the U-505’

LA SALLE - Curator at the Museum of Science and In-
dustry, Dr. Voula Saridakis, will be hosted virtually by the 
LaSalle Public Library for an insightful presentation on the 
history of the U-505 submarine. This free event will take 
place on Tuesday, Sept. 1 at 6 p.m. and is open to the public.

The Museum of Science and Industry (MSI) is home to 
the only U-boat of its kind in the United States and  is one of 
only four left in the world. In this unique virtual presentation, 
Dr. Saridakis will share historic details on the remarkable 
capture of the submarine, which was kept secret for over a 
year, its journey from New Hampshire and across four of the 
fi ve Great Lakes to Chicago, the engineering feat of moving 
the 252-foot vessel into a new indoor space, and the sub’s 
recently completed restoration in 2019. 

Saridakis is a curator in the collections department at 
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Verna L. Gordon
MENDOTA - Verna Lydia (Lin-

denmeyer) Gordon, 95, of Mendota, 
peacefully passed on Aug. 10, 2020 
at Heritage Health, Mendota

Visitation will be held from 10-
11 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 22 at the 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota. 
Public graveside services will fol-
low at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday at 
Restland Cemetery, Mendota with 
Rev. Mary Bohall offi ciating.

Verna was born July 13, 1925 in Mendota to Joseph and 
Dorothy (Brown) Lindenmeyer. She married Clarence John 
Gordon on June 6, 1943. Together they had three children, 
two sons and a daughter.

Survivors include one so n, Ronald (Jane) Gordon of 
DeKalb; eight grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; six 
great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by a son, Dennis Gordon, and 
a daughter, Dixie Summers on Dec. 4, 2019.

Verna was a selfl ess woman who was always around to 
help others fi rst, a natural teacher. She enjoyed being an ac-
tive member of First United Methodist Church in Mendota. 
Attending county fairs, being dedicated to the rural farming 
industry, and gardening were favorite pastimes. She made 
everlasting memories spending quality time with her grand-
children and great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be directed to the family.

Allen E. Novak 
MENDOTA - Allen Edward 

Novak, 77, of Mendota passed away 
Aug. 10, 2020 at his home.

Visitation was held from 10 a.m. 
until noon on Aug. 15 at the Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota under the 
requirements of face masks and 
social distancing. A private family 
only service was at noon with Rev. 
Jon Wenger offi ciating. Burial was 
at Clarion Cemetery with military 
honors by Mendota VFW Post 4079.

Pallbearers were Nicholas Novak, Madeline Novak, 
Allysia Jaques, Anthony Jaques, Caitlin Donnelly, Keegan 
Donnelly, Travis Donnelly, Joshua Garcia, and Raphael Gar-
cia. Honorary Pallbearers were  Tim Funfsinn, Bill Johnson 
and Craig Varo.

Allen was born March 20, 1943 in New Prague, Minn. 
to Edward and Goldie (Jahn) Novak. He married the love of 
his life, Virginia Hansen of Ruthven, Iowa on Dec. 23, 1967.

Survivors include his wife of Mendota; one son, Michael 
(Nancy) of Richmond, Va.; three daughters, Dawn Jaques of 
Shabbona, Deanna (Bernie) Donnelly of DeKalb and Janelle 
(George) Garcia of Mendota; 11 grandchildren, Nicholas 
Novak, Madeline Novak, Allysia Jaques, Anthony Jaques, 
Caitlin Donnelly, Keegan Donnelly, Travis Donnelly, Joshua 
Garcia, Alicia Garcia, Raphael Garcia and Dallas Garcia-Ra-
meriz; one great-grandson, Lionel Jaques, and soon to-be 
great-grandson, Ezekiel Allen; eight step great-grandchildren; 
four sisters, Carole (Leon) Goldenman, Linda Novak, Jeanne 
(Tom) Sween and Joni Novak; and Tim Funfsinn, to whom 
he was also a father fi gure.

He was preceded in death by his parents and his furry 
friend, Lucy.

Allen grew up and attended schools in New Prague. He 
attended Waldorf College and the University of Minnesota 
graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Agronomy. After 
graduation, he relocated to Mendota to work for Del Monte 
Foods for over 25 years. Following his time at Del Monte, 
he followed his passion for gardening and canning. This 
culminated in the formation of “Feathered Friends Country 
Creation Canned Goods” and resulted in the creation of over 
100 variations of jams, jellies, pickles and salsas. Allen and 
Virginia could be found selling these home canned goods at 
many local festivals and craft fairs. Allen always engaged 
potential customers and encouraged them to try the goods 
before they bought them. He and Virginia enjoyed traveling 
across the United States each spring in their RV. He took an 
active role in the church community by serving on church 
council, providing Bibles to those in need and fi nancially 
supporting Christian education.

Cards and condolences to the family may be sent to Merritt 
Funeral Home.

Memorials may be directed to the Ottawa Christian Acad-
emy and Beren Missions in Thailand.

Beverly Duitsman Bassing
MENDOTA - Beverly Duitsman 

Bassing, 93, of Mendota passed 
away unexpectedly of the COVID 
virus on Aug. 10, 2020 at Heritage 
Health, Mendota.

Due to no memorial services 
being held, there will be no do-
nations taken at this time. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is handling 
arrangements.

Beverly was born Sept. 1, 1926 
in Waterloo, Iowa to William and Marie (Ryan) Reupke. She 
was the loving wife of Eugene “Bing” Bassing of Mendota, 
married for 30 years.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Gerald “Jerry” 
Duitsman and two brothers, Gordon Reupke (wife Janet) 
and Billy Reupke.

Family members left behind to  cherish her memories 
include two sisters, Joyce (Sy) Siford of Fort Mojave, Ariz. 
and Helen Delagardelle of Waterloo, Iowa; two sons, Mark 
Duitsman of St. Louis, Mo. and Adam (Lori) Duitsman of 
Woodridge; three daughters, Jennifer (Andy) Thompson 
of Marvin, N.C., Kim Duitsman of Grayslake and Julie 
(Tony) Tosi of Charlotte, N.C.; eight grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Bev lived a wonderful life and loved to dance to old 
time music. Her hobbies were planting fl owers, reading, 
playing cards, shopping and baking and she was an amazing 
seamstress.

Eleanor Ann Beals 
MENDOTA - Eleanor Ann 

Beals, 89, of Mendota passed away 
Aug. 10, 2020 at Heritage Health, 
Mendota. 

Cremation rites have been ac-
corded. There will be no visitation 
or services and burial will take place 
at Restland Cemetery, Mendota 
at a future date. Merritt Funeral 
Home of Mendota is handling the 
arrangements.

Ann was born May 25, 1931 in Monmouth to Herbert 
and Eleanor (Wichelman) Jebens. She married Robert “Bob” 
Beals in Dixon on June 29, 1951 after meeting him when 
they were students at the University of Iowa. He preceded 
her in death in 1979.

Survivors include two children, Patrick (Holly) Beals of 
Mendota and Melissa Beals of Murchison, New Zealand.

She was preceded in death by her husband and one brother, 
Herbert “Hap” Jebens, Jr. in 2017.

Ann was proud to work for the Mendota Elementary 
School District over parts of four decades as a secretary at 
both Blackstone and Lincoln Schools before her retirement 
in 1996. She was a nature lover and especially enjoyed bird 
watching and seeing the eagles at the Illinois River by Starved 
Rock. She attended numerous athletic contests over the years, 
fi rst supporting teams coached by her husband and in later 
years, teams coached by her son. She also attended many 
games and events that her children participated in.

Memorials may be directed to Illinois Valley Animal 
Rescue at P.O. Box 284, Peru, IL 61354.

Gifford Fordham Jr.
SUBLETTE - Gifford “Bugs” 

Fordham Jr., 72, of Sublette passed 
away peacefully on Thursday, 
Aug. 6, 2020 at Heritage Health in 
Mendota.

Gifford was born Feb. 3, 1948 
in Amboy to Gifford and Grace 
(Hazelwood) Fordham.

He graduated from Amboy High 
School in 1966. He was a proud 
veteran of the U.S. Army and served 
in the Vietnam War. He married Diane Fetzer on March 7, 
1970. Together they had three children. He later married 
Irene Shaw on Jan. 8, 1999.

Bugs was a skilled welder and worked at Agriculture 
Building Company for over 26 years until he suffered from 
a stroke in June of 2000 that left him disabled. He was an 
avid fan of the Chicago Cubs and the Chicago Bears. He was 
an outdoorsman who had a great love of hunting and fi shing. 
He enjoyed his Saturday car rides cruising the country roads 
and driving by the family farm to look for wild life. He had 
a large collection of baseball hats and it was very seldom 
that Bugs would be seen without a hat. He looked forward 
to visits with his family & loved to share stories and special 
memories.

He is survived by and will be dearly missed by Irene 
Fordham; two cherished daughters, Tricia (Brian) Hiebing 
of Mendota and Amy Hicks of Dixon; one beloved son, 
Jared Fordham of Sublette; step-sons, Yancy Shaw and Eric 
Shaw, both of Dixon and Neil Shaw of Oregon; his precious 
grandchildren, Lyndsay (Tyler) Hodapp, Andrew (Harleigh) 
Hiebing, Ian Hiebing, Camryn Kirby and Charlee Fordham; 
great-grandchildren, Avery Hodapp, Paisley Schmidt, Ben-
jamin and Emery Hiebing and Baby Girl Hiebing arriving 
soon; step-grandchildren, Dylan, Colton, Ethan, Evan, Gabe, 
Christian, Cory, Carter, Cody, Irelyn and Patrick Shaw; step 
great-grandchildren, Arira and Dominick Shaw; his brother, 
Larry Fordham of Amboy; his sisters, Linda Hess of Earlville 
and Diane Fordham of Spring Valley; step-brothers, Ron 
(Marlene) Egler of Sublette and Ed Egler of Florida; and 
step-sisters, Linda Ikens of Amboy and Deb Egler of Dixon.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his step mothers, 
Laverne Fordham and Ellen Fordham; and his sister, Debra 
Hartenbower.

Face masks and social distancing requirements were 
enforced for a public visitation on Friday, Aug. 14 from 4-8 
p.m. at the Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota. Cremation rites 
were accorded after the visitation and a private family burial 
with military honors by the Mendota VFW Post 4079 will be 
held at St. Mary’s Cemetery, Sublette at a later date.

Memorials may be directed to the family.
Bugs was a wonderful father, grandfather and great-grand-

father that was very loved and will be deeply missed by many. 

Mary P. (Robeson) Ferrell 
MENDOTA - Mary P. (Robeson) 

Ferrell, 96, of Mendota passed away 
Aug. 14, 2020 at Heritage Health, 
Mendota.

Public graveside services were 
held at 11 a.m. on Aug. 18 at Rest-
land Cemetery, Mendota with Rev. 
Mary Bohall offi ciating. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota handled 
the  arrangements.

Mary was born Sept. 19, 1923 on 
a farm west of Ohio, Ill. to Edward and Lillian Merkel. She 
married Lawrence Smith on June 5, 1943. He preceded her 
in death on June 5, 1949. She married Reginald Robeson on 
June 22, 1957. He preceded her in death on Feb. 26, 1989. 
She married Wilbur Ferrell on Dec. 29, 1991. He preceded 
her in death on Nov. 7, 2013.

Survivors include her son, John (fi ancée Kathryn Barnard) 
Robeson of Mendota; six grandchildren; nine great-grand-
children; nieces and nephews; and one step-daughter, Vickie 
Wilcoxson of Joliet.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her three hus-
bands; two daughters, Kathryn Quinlan and Edna Miller; 
and a sister, Ruth Catton.

Mary attended Ohio Grade School and High School. She 
lived in this vicinity her entire life. She was a waitress for 46 
years, 23 of those at Ziggie’s Family Restaurant in Mendota, 
which she loved. She was a member of Red Oak Church until 
her marriage to Reginald and then joined the First United 
Methodist Church in Mendota. She loved to travel, garden 
and take care of her home.

Memorials may be directed to First United Methodist 
Church, Mendota.
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U-505
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In Loving Memory of

Rosie 
Shannon

July 1, 1928
August 19, 2012

08192020

You were a light in 
our lives that burns 

forever in our hearts.

May the light of peace 
shine on your face for 

eternity.

From Your Loving 
Family

See additional OBITUARIES, Page A3

the Museum and part of the 
team responsible for the care 
of 35,000 plus artifacts. A 
historian of science and tech-
nology by training, Saridakis 
has 19 years of college-level 

teaching experience.
This free program will be 

presented in a live virtual for-
mat via Zoom. To receive the 
viewing link, please register 
by going to https://bit.ly/3a-
hiZjg. For more information, 
please contact Rachael at 
rblomquist@lasalle.lib.il.us. 
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LOCAL AND AREA

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011  

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, August 21 
Shrimp Trio 

Fried • Baked • Grilled

Saturday, August 22
Chicken & Ravs Family Style
(also serving full menu both nights)

08172020

Serving lunch Tuesday - Saturday from  
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Dinner starting at 5 p.m.

Open for indoor 
dining. Carryout  

and curbside pickup 
also available.

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

in collaboration with 
local businesses, 

announces the launch 
of the area-wide

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign to 

encourage residents to 
shop locally & support 

the Mendota Area 
economy.

“And while the department 
says that local governments 
cannot use the funds for that 
purpose, the state reserves 
the right to use it.”

DCEO set up a separate 
program to help businesses 
impacted by the pandemic 
called the Business Interrup-
tion Grant, or BIG, program 
that will distribute about 
$636 million to businesses 
around the state.

Both the aid to local gov-
ernments and the BIG pro-
gram are funded with money 
the state received through the 
federal CARES Act. The city 
of Chicago as well as Cook, 
DuPage, Kane, Lake and Will 
counties are not eligible for 
the grants because they have 
populations over 500,000 

The governor’s office said 
more than 5,000 businesses 
applied for the grants and 
those who received them were 
chosen by random lottery. 

Michael Negron, acting di-
rector of the state’s Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, acknowledged 
“there is much more we must 
do” amid historic impacts 
felt by the pandemic. DCEO 
oversees the grants.

“Ultimately, revitalizing 
our economy must start with 
getting the pandemic under 
control,” he said at the news 
conference. “That means 
following the public health 
guidelines, wearing a mask, 
maintaining a safe social dis-
tance of six feet and washing 
your hands regularly.” 

Dr. Ngozi Ezike, director 
of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, said she con-
tinues to be troubled by the 
upward trend in virus cases 

in the state. 
“My concern is growing 

each day about the direction 
our numbers are going,” 
Ezike said at the news con-
ference. “Remember that 
numbers increasing actually 
represents people infected 
with this new virus. And those 
people infected with the new 
virus can go on to get sick. 
And those people who are sick 
can go on to be hospitalized. 
And those people who are 
hospitalized can go on to have 
very severe complications 
including up to death.”

While she said most 
people have mild to mod-
erate symptoms that last 
only weeks, the long-term 
effects of the virus are not 
yet known. 

She once again urged 
all Illinoisans to wear face 
coverings and keep distance 
from others in public. 

Pritzker called the news 
conference to discuss the 
financial effects of the virus 

and associated government 
shutdowns, and when ques-
tioned he said he does not 
want to send the state back 
down that path. 

“That’s the last thing 
that’s on my mind if I can 
avoid it,” he said of potential 
shutdowns. “But the truth is 
that if we keep going in the 
wrong direction, we will 
inevitably get there. That’s 
why I want everybody to 
take personal responsibility.”

A new rule allowing 
health officials to levy fines 
against businesses that are 
lax on social distancing and 
face-covering requirements 
will help in that area, he said.

“I want to emphasize 
again that local officials 
should pay close attention 
to the data for their commu-
nities, and, where necessary, 
step up and impose greater 
mitigations on a targeted ba-
sis to bring down the number 
of infections or the positivity 
rate,” he said.

and therefore received their 
own direct allocation of 
CARES Act funding.

Gov. JB Pritzker an-
nounced during a COVID-19 
briefing in Chicago that 
DCEO just awarded the first 
round of those grants total-
ing $46 million. He said the 
funding will go to more than 
2,600 businesses located in 
78 of the state’s 102 counties. 

An additional round of 
grants will be awarded soon 
focusing on child care pro-
viders, and further grants will 
be awarded later in the fiscal 
year, according to DCEO.

Phil Keshen, DCEO’s 
chief financial officer, said 
during the JCAR hearing 
that there had been many dis-
cussions between the agency 
and IML, and DCEO intends 
to make up to $30 million 

available to local communi-
ties working in conjunction 
with local businesses.

The main concern, Kesh-
en said, is the potential liabil-
ity to the state and the local 
governments if the funds are 
not used in strict accordance 
with federal rules or with the 
state’s Grant Accountability 
and Transparency Act, com-
monly known as GATA.

“The liability does remain 
on the state for the federal 
funds,” he said. “And so 
that’s part of the process of 
entering into grant agree-
ment — to make sure that 
the audit requirements set 
forth by GATA are in place as 
well, and…making sure that 
both the local government 
knows what their role is in 
the grant-making process as 
well as what DCEOs role is.”

Grants
Continued from Page A1

Aid
Continued from Page A1

• Students and parents 
were reminded that Parent 
Connect is used for online 
grading, attendance, and 
communication. Parents 
are asked for current e-mail 
addresses so important stu-
dent progress information 
may be shared. Freshmen 
and new students received 
Parent Connect login and 
passwords in the registration 
mailing. New parents will 
receive their password in the 
mail, or they may contact the 
high school for the login and 
password.  

MHS uses e-mail for the 
majority of correspondence 
home. At registration, fam-
ilies were asked to provide 
accurate e-mails and/or to 
request paper mailings. “We 
strongly encourage parents 
to contact MHS with any 
questions,” Aughenbaugh 
said. “We also plan to post 
updates on Facebook and 
Twitter.”
SUPERINTENDENT’S 

REPORT
A revised 2020-21 school 

calendar was approved by 
the board. Superintendent 
Jeff Prusator expressed his 
appreciation to MHS teach-

ers for their cooperation in 
working out the new calen-
dar. Teacher institute days 
will be Sept. 3-4 and the 
first day for students will be 
Tuesday, Sept. 8. 

Other changes: School 
will be in session on Oct. 9 
and Columbus Day, Oct. 12.

There will be no school 
on Election Day, Nov. 3, 
which has been declared a 
state holiday.

Parent Teacher Confer-
ences will be on Nov. 25.

Christmas break will be-
gin on Dec. 23, and school 
resumes on Jan. 4. The first 
semester will end on Jan. 15.

No traditional spring 
break is scheduled, however, 
there will be several days off 
surrounding Easter. 

Graduation will be Satur-
day, May 29 and the last day 
of school if no emergency 
days are used will be June 
4. “That’s pretty good for 
not starting school until Sept. 
8,” Prusator said. “The last 
possible day would be June 
11 [if emergency days are 
used]. The sports seasons 
will be going until the end 
of June.” 

• The board approved an 
addendum with ENGIE re-
garding the security corridor. 

Three projects, the roof, re-
surfacing of the back parking 
lot, and the security corridor 
are all scheduled to be done 
next summer. The cost is not 
to exceed $1.5 million.

• Prusator presented the 
preliminary budget for FY21 
and a budget hearing was 
scheduled for Sept. 21 at 
6 p.m. He said most of the 
funds will be in good shape 
by the end of the year but 
noted that the state is still two 
payments behind in Trans-
portation. If one or both of 
those are received, the fund 
will be balanced. 

• Board policy updates 
were approved.

PERSONNEL
The board accepted a 

retirement notice from cus-
todian Frank Lopez effective 
Dec. 31. Prusator commend-
ed Lopez saying he has been a 
very dependable worker over 
the years. “Frankie mostly 
works at night and he has 
done a great job,” Prusator 
said. “He will be hard to 
replace.”  

The next regular board of 
education meeting will be 
held at 6 p.m. on Monday, 
Sept. 21 at the high school. 
The meeting will include a 
budget hearing.

Dist. 280
Continued from Page A1

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– The U.S. Census Bureau 
has begun following up with 
households nationwide that 
have not yet responded to the 
2020 Census. Based on the 
current self-response rate of 
63.3%, the Census Bureau 
estimates it will need to visit 
about 56 million addresses 
to collect responses in per-
son. Up to 500,000 census 
takers across the country 
will go door-to-door to assist 
people in responding to the 
2020 Census.

Census takers began 
following up with house-
holds on July 16 in a limited 
number of areas and added 
additional areas each week 
thereafter. Starting Aug. 9, 
all remaining offices began 
following up with house-
holds nationwide. Census 
takers have completed train-
ing on social distancing and 
safety protocols, will follow 
local public health guide-
lines, and will be required 
to wear a face mask when 
conducting follow-up visits.

“America has answered 
the call and most households 
responded to the census on-
line, by phone or by mail,” 
said Census Bureau Director 
Dr. Steven Dillingham. “To 
ensure a complete and ac-
curate count, we must now 
go door-to-door to count 
all of the households we 
have not heard back from. 
During this phase, you can 
still self-respond online (at 
2020census.gov), by phone 
(at 844-330-2020), or by 
mailing your completed 
questionnaire.”

The Nonresponse Fol-
lowup (NRFU) operation is 
the final stage of conducting 
the once-a-decade popu-
lation count of everyone 
living in the United States. 
Households can still respond 
now by responding online at 
2020census.gov, by phone at 
844-330-2020, or by com-
pleting and mailing back 
the paper questionnaire they 
received. Households can 
respond online or by phone 
in one of 13 languages and 
find assistance in many 
more. Those that respond 
will not need to be visited to 
obtain their census response.

What Households 
Can Expect

In most cases, census 
workers will make up to six 
attempts at each housing unit 
address to count possible 
residents. This includes 
leaving notification of the 
attempted visit on the door. 
The notification will include 
reminder information on 
how to respond online, by 
paper or by phone. In ad-
dition, census workers may 
try to reach the household 
by phone to conduct the 
interview.

Census takers will go to 
great lengths to ensure that 
no one is missed in the cen-

sus. After exhausting their 
efforts to do an in-person in-
terview with a resident of an 
occupied housing unit, they 
will seek out proxy sources 
— a neighbor, a rental agent, 
a building manager or some 
other knowledgeable person 
familiar with the housing 
unit — to obtain as much 
basic information about the 
occupants as they can.

Census takers are hired 
from local communities. All 
census takers speak English, 
and many are bilingual. If a 
census taker does not speak 
the householder’s language, 
the household may request 
a return visit from a census 
taker who does. Census tak-
ers will also have materials 
on hand to help identify the 
household’s language. 

How to Identify 
Census Takers

Census takers can be 
easily identified by a valid 
government ID badge with 
their photograph, a U.S. 
Department of Commerce 
watermark, and an expiration 
date on the badge. To confirm 
a census taker’s identity, 
the public may contact their 
regional census center to 
speak with a Census Bureau 
representative.
The Census Bureau Will 

Follow Up With Some 
Households by Phone
In order to minimize the 

need to send census takers 
to households in person, the 
Census Bureau is training 
census takers to follow up 
with households by phone. 
Using information provided 
to the Census Bureau and 
third-party purchased data, 

the Census Bureau has a 
strong contact list for both 
landlines and cellphones 
assigned to houses on the 
Census Bureau’s address 
list. These phone calls 
will enable the Census 
Bureau to have maximum 
flexibility for conducting 
field operations, and is one 
more method that census 
takers can use to reach 
nonresponding households. 
Phone calls will be used 
on an as-needed basis and 
when in-person contact at-
tempts have not resulted in 
an interview. If a voicemail 
is available, the census taker 
will leave a message asking 
the household to call one of 
the Census Bureau’s call 
centers.

Census Response 
Representatives to Visit 
Low-Responding Areas
The Mobile Question-

naire Assistance (MQA) 
program will  continue 
through Sept. 30. This 
i s  a  separate  ac t iv i ty 
from census takers going 
door-to-door. MQA rep-
resentatives are in open, 
public places in the low-
est-responding areas of the 
nation to encourage people 
to respond to the 2020 
Census. These locations 
are where people naturally 
visit when leaving home 
and can be used to help 
increase self-response 
rates. MQA is part of the 
Census Bureau’s f inal 
push to encourage peo-
ple to complete the 2020 
Census.

For more information, 
visit 2020census.gov.

Door-to-door visits begin for 2020 Census



Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2020A6 • The Mendota Reporter

OPINION

Award-winning
Newspaper

IPA/NINA
Ill. Press Assoc./No. Ill. Newspaper Assoc.

Kip Cheek, Publisher
Anne Caylor, Bookkeeping
Bonnie Morris, News Editor
Tonja Greenfield, Advertising

Opinions expressed on this page are those 
of the writer or artist. They do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the Reporter manage-
ment or staff.

Letters to the editor should be typed or 
handprinted. They should also be brief. All let-
ters must contain a name, address and tele-
phone number. The editor reserves the right to 
publish, condense, revise or reject any submis-
sions.

By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – If it can happen to Art Turner, it 

can happen to just about anyone.
But it sure is a lot more likely to occur if you happen 

to be black.
Just recently, Turner, who was once the most powerful 

African American in the Illinois House, was handcuffed 
and hauled to jail while driving just two blocks from 
his own Chicago home. 

His offense? 
Well, that’s just it. He did nothing wrong. All the 

same he ended up locked in a jail cell, stripped of his 
shoes, belt and more than a bit of his dignity. 

Here’s what happened:
The 69-year-old was driving his BMW to a car dealer 

to trade it in for a truck. Two Chicago police officers 
pulled him over and said his car was missing a front 
license plate. He explained it had just fallen off and he 
hadn’t bothered to put it back on because he was trad-
ing it that day. But he produced his title, registration, 
driver’s license and all the other pertinent paperwork.

The police officers ran his driver’s license and then 
said he was wanted for failure to appear in court on a 
traffic offense. 

Turner explained they must be mistaken because he 
knew he wasn’t wanted. He added, “Art Turner” is a com-
mon name. Could they double check their information?

They refused.
He was then patted down, handcuffed and loaded in 

the back of a patrol car.
“I kept telling the police officer that the handcuffs 

were on too tight. That they were really hurting my 
wrists. I explained to her that I represented the area for 
30 years in the legislature when we drove by my old 
office. And I said that I was certain that I wasn’t wanted 
for anything, could she doublecheck her information?”

The officer didn’t respond.
Authority and arrogance often go hand in hand. And 

let’s be honest, some folks can’t see past the color of a 
person’s skin. For such individuals, reasoning, accom-
plishments, empathy mean little.

From my time covering police departments, I can tell 
you a whole lot of bigots end up in law enforcement. And, 
no, not all cops are this way. But enough are that fear 
of law enforcement is pervasive in black communities.

In the wake of George Floyd’s death in Minneapolis 
and Black Lives Matter demonstrations throughout the 
nation, one might think these officers would be extra 
careful in how they treat people.

That apparently wasn’t the case with the pair who 
Turner encountered. They could have requested more 
information on the wanted individual but didn’t.

In case you’re wondering about Rep. Turner, he has a 
gentlemanly demeanor and stands a rather unimposing 5 
feet, eight inches tall. During his time in the legislature, 
Turner was known as quiet and cerebral. He wasn’t a 
grandstander. He was a budget nerd.

“I started out in college as a math major and then 
switched to business. Working on the state budget just 
seemed like a good fit,” he said.

When a handcuffed Turner arrived at the police sta-
tion, he hollered that he was a former state representative 
and demanded to see the watch commander. A sergeant 
heard his voice echoing down the hallway and sought 
out the commander.

The commander knew him and immediately released 
him.

It turns out that there was an Art Turner who was 
wanted. But this Art Turner is 33 – 36 years younger 
than the former state representative. The fugitive also 
is covered with tattoos. And Art, the budget nerd, has 
none. Oh, and the wanted man is 6 foot, 2 inches tall – 6 
inches taller than the other Art Turner.

If the former state representative wasn’t a prominent 
person in the community and if the watch commander 
hadn’t known him, he might well have spent a night or 
two in jail before the matter was cleared up.

The commander apologized. But Turner said he 
never heard from the two officers who locked him up.

Now some reading this may say this isn’t about race. 
Maybe the former state representative was dressed in a 
manner that caused suspicion.

So, just what was he wearing?
“I had on a shirt that says ‘Chicago Police Golf 

Memorial Fund.’ On the back of the shirt, it had the 
Chicago police star and on the front it had the flag col-
ors of the Chicago police. It’s a charity I’ve supported 
over the years.” 

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and 
a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com.)

It can happen to anyone

By Rich Lowry
This summer marks the 75th anniversary of the worst di-

saster in the history of the United States Navy -- the sinking 
of the USS Indianapolis.

Three hundred men died in the initial catastrophe on 
July 30, 1945, then the survivors cast into the sea suffered 
unimaginable horrors, abandoned for days without food or 
water in shark-infested waters. 

As long as tales of the sea move human hearts, the story 
of the Indianapolis will shock and inspire.

She was a heavy cruiser, in between a larger battleship and 
smaller destroyer. Sleek, fast and elegant, she bristled with 
firepower -- her 8-inch guns could fire a 250-pound shell 18 
miles. Franklin Roosevelt made her his ship of state, and she 
became the flagship of the Navy’s 5th Fleet.

During World War II, she saw significant action and 
suffered a debilitating kamikaze strike at Okinawa. Quickly 
repaired, she embarked on a secret mission to deliver com-
ponents of the atom bomb dropped on Hiroshima. She then 
proceeded unaccompanied to Leyte in the Philippines. 

A Japanese submarine stumbled upon her on a dark 
night. It fired six torpedoes, two of which struck the ship in 
quick succession right after midnight. The ship sank in 12 
horrifying minutes.

Nine hundred men made it off, suddenly in the middle of 
the Philippine Sea at night with their home, their weapon, 
their mistress gone. Only about half had a life jacket or life 
vest. They were spread over miles. Many were wounded.

At first, they were hopeful about a rescue that didn’t come 
for four excruciating days. The ship’s SOS call was picked 
up at three places, but the message was ignored. A failure in 
the Navy’s tracking system meant no one noticed when the 
Indianapolis didn’t show up at Leyte. Day by day, hundreds 

more men died. 
During the day, the sun tortured them. The salt water 

weakened them. Thirst agonized them. Their life jackets 
began to give out. 

They died of exposure and exhaustion. They died from 
the nightmarish attacks of circling sharks. They died from 
the terrible temptation of drinking salt water. They died from 
madness. They died from sheer despair, giving up and sinking 
beneath the waves. 

Still, somehow, at the extreme edge of human endurance, 
317 men survived when a plane on a surveillance mission 
finally came across them. 

For Capt. Charles McVay, a new agony began. As the 
Indianapolis sank, he had considered going down with the 
ship before getting swept away by a wave. At first separated 
from his men, he had the horrifying thought that he alone 
might have survived. 

The Navy court-martialed him for not having zigzagged to 
evade attack, even though his orders only made it mandatory 
during the day, even though the maneuver was of dubious 
effectiveness, even though the captain of the Japanese sub 
said he assuredly would have sunk the Indianapolis anyway.

There was a much stronger case that McVay had been 
let down by the Navy, since he wasn’t apprised of reports 
of Japanese subs operating in his vicinity and the Navy, 
shockingly, lost track of his ship. Yet McVay was found 
guilty. A broken man, he took his own life in 1968, and the 
Navy didn’t expunge his record of wrongdoing until 2001.

It’s another tragedy associated with a ship whose drama, 
heartbreaking and astonishing, will never leave us.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The immortal Indianapolis

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Aug. 19, 1992)
By Jessica Nashold

In the month of August 1917, Illinois 
Governor Lowden issued a proclama-
tion urging all communities to honor 
the young men being called to service. 
He wanted this done before Sept. 5, the 
day designated by the President as Mo-
bilization Day for the National Army.

Even before the proclamation was 
issued, Mendota had scheduled a bar-
becue and dance at Blackstone Park on 
Aug. 16 with proceeds to benefit the 
families of service men. The Mendota 
Recruits’ Welfare Association made the 
arrangements. A 125-pound roast was 
baked and “the good housewives of 
Mendota worked hard preparing good 
things to eat.” A dance platform 32x55 
feet was erected and seven long tables 
set up to accommodate the diners. Mu-
sic was provided by Mrs. Graves, Axel 
Anderson, Dr. Wagner and Charles Barr.

It was good and many encores 
were given by the dancers as 
well as those who did not care 
to dance.
An estimated 1,500 people came to 

the park during the evening. Arriving 
home on furlough in time to greet 
friends were Second Lt. Robert Black 
from Fortress Monroe, Va., Second Lt. 
Allen Cook and Wayne Perkins from 
Ft. Sheridan.

The Sun-Bulletin published a letter 
from Tracey Tower, in training at Ft. 
Sheridan. He said his unit had been 
started at the University of Illinois the 
previous year with “no one but univer-
sity boys in it.” But after the declaration 
of war, others had been added to bring 
it up to strength.”

He reported that his parents together 
with Mr. and Mrs. Worsley and Miss 
Theo Truman had visited him the day 
before.

It was nice while they were here 
but today I seem all alone.
The letter was dated Aug. 20, 1917. 

At war’s end, Miss Theo Truman be-
came Mrs. Tracey Tower.

***
Many Mendotans traveled to Rock-

ford where Camp Grant was under 
construction.

The officers in charge will not 
allow people to roam around 
this tract of 3,000 acres, but 
much can be seen from the road 
passing the place.
Statistics had been released indi-

cating there would be 1,143 buildings, 
including 180 barracks to house 36,000 
men. Officers would be quartered 
outside the camp. Accommodations 
for 10,000 horses and mules would be 
provided. The hospital unit of 61 build-
ings would cost $500,000, not including 
equipment. The parade ground would 
measure 1,000 feet by one mile. The 
rifle range took up 500 acres.

***
Mendota’s Harris Hospital was under 

construction and carpenters were at 
work on the third floor and roof.

The operating room will occupy 
this lofty place and there will be 
plenty of light as well as air and 
freedom from interruption.
An elevator was to be installed. It 

was believed the building would “soon 
be enclosed.”

***
The Illinois Central was building 

two five-room bungalows facing the 
east and west street running north of 
the Y. One of the bungalows would be 
for a foreman.

This is a new plan adopted by the 
I.C. and will save the foreman 
considerable money in living 
expenses.

***
The local Red Cross was bitterly 

disappointed when headquarters failed 
to notify the local chapter that two army 
ambulances were coming to Mendota 
to demonstrate Red Cross work on the 
battlefield. At Princeton, where ad-
vanced word was received, a crowd of 
2,000 turned out for the demonstration. 
Since Mendota had not been notified, 
there was no crowd, and the ambulances 
moved on.

This was very aggravating to cit-
izens of Mendota and especially 
officers and directors of the local 
Red Cross.

***
The War Department asked the 

American Library Association to pro-
vide library facilities in army and Na-
tional Guard training camps. Thousands 
of books would be needed.

In Mendota, Miss Sadie Wilcox, 
the librarian, would accept donation of 
books during library hours: Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday from 1-5 and 
from 6-9.

Good books of fiction, stirring 
poetry, foreign language study 
books (especially French), trav-
el, history and technical books, 
good ones about the war and 
fresh attractive magazines of the 
better class are wanted.
The War Department said it was 

important that “our soldiers be given 
intellectual and moral stimulus, and 
profitable recreation of this character.”

***
The Sun-Bulletin sponsored a tobac-

co fund for “our soldiers in Europe.”
There is nothing you can think 
of that will give more comfort 
and solace to soldiers at the front 
than tobacco.
The Sun-Bulletin would be able to 

send 50 cents worth of smoking tobac-
co, chewing tobacco and cigarettes for 
every 25 cents donated. It was planned 
to publish the names of all contributors 
to this fund together with the amounts 
given from time to time.

***
An American Purple Cross was 

being organized to properly embalm 
and return home the bodies of soldiers 
who were killed or died abroad while in 
service. A bill regarding this auxiliary 
to the Quartermaster General’s Depart-
ment was being presented to Congress.

***
To ease the minds of families with 

men overseas, a statement was issued 
in Washington dated Aug. 23, 1917 that 
there had been absolutely no American 
troops in the fighting thus far. Men 
were being trained and would not be 
committed to action until more had 
arrived in France.

War news in Mendota – 1917
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

The Mendota Reporter welcomes letters to the editor on public 
issues of local interest. Letters must be signed for publication; 
authors’ names will not be withheld. Include your address and 
telephone number. The number will not be published but may be 
used to verify authenticity. Unsigned, anonymous letters are never 
published. Keep your letter as concise as possible. The editor reserves 
the right to edit letters for length and to withhold letters that do not 
meet The Reporter’s standards of taste and ethics. The Reporter 
reserves the right to accept or reject letters to the editor endorsing 
candidates for public office. The deadline is 10 a.m. Monday for 
Wednesday’s issue. Send letters to: The Mendota Reporter, 703 
Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

Letters Policy
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265
firststatebank.biz

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-915-4170
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BEAUTY SALON
J.C.’s Headquarters
Hair • Nails • Massage • Tanning
810 Washington St. • 815-538-5171

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290
Fax 815-538-7032  
email: tux_dawg@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations -  
Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road • Sublette 
815-849-5476

RECYCLING  
Buckman Iron & Metal
705 5th St. 
815-539-9563

RESTAURANTS  
Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM, ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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KEEP THEIR  
FUTURES BRIGHT
Students are back in school. 
Please drive carefully and 
observe school zone speed 
limits. 
 Trust in Tomorrow.®  

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years
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20

Tess Fleming

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Children of Tess Fleming

LEFFELMAN & 
ASSOCIATES SAYS

Census data impacts 
funding for things like:

Supplemental Nutrition  
Assistance Program

Rural Rental Assistance Payments

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers

Medicare Part B

Children’s Health Insurance Program

School Breakfast Program

Unemployment Insurance

Community Development  
Block Grants

For more information, visit: 

2020CENSUS.GOV

Census data impacts 
funding for things like:

Supplemental Nutrition  
Assistance Program

Rural Rental Assistance Payments

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers

Medicare Part B

Children’s Health Insurance Program

School Breakfast Program

Unemployment Insurance

Community Development  
Block Grants

For more information, visit: 

2020CENSUS.GOV

Respond to the 
2020 Census online.
The 2020 Census is here, and it’s your chance to 
shape your community’s future. You can respond 
online using a mobile phone, tablet, or computer 
— even if you haven’t received your census 
invitation. 

Responding is as easy as 1-2-3:

1. Visit 2020CENSUS.GOV and click “Respond.”

2. Complete the online form. Be sure to include 
everyone who lives in your household. 

3. You’re done!

D-HP-RU-EN-480

Mendota Area 
Senior Services 

MASS can help you with your 
Census application.

1901 Tom Merwin Drive | Mendota, IL | 61342
815-539-7700

mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

08172020

2020 Census Self-Response (statistics thru 8/10/20)
BY STATE

National Self-Response
63.4%

Illinois Self-Response
68.3%

BY COUNTY
Illinois Self-Response

68.3%
LaSalle County

71.2%
BY CITY

(LaSalle County cities)
Mendota – 71.0%
Earlville – 65.7%
Leland – 70.7%
Serena – 75.5%

Sheridan – 65.5%
Troy Grove – 66.3%
Peru – 76.7%
LaSalle – 68.7%

(Lee County & Bureau 
County cities)

Compton – 64.7%
West Brooklyn – 61.3%
Paw Paw – 71.6%
LaMoille – 74.5%

STRONGEST IN THE INDUSTRY
• Northern Maple Hardwood  

Frame on all Stress Points
• Double Doweled at Stress Points
• Reinforced Mitre Blocks
• Stapled and Glued

STABILITY & SUPPORT
Adjustable Anti-Skid Feet

SOFT TO THE TOUCH
with numerous durable fabric options

EXTREME COMFORT TECHNOLOGY
• Patented Positioning
• Hand Blown Dacron Fill
• Pocketed Coil Seating Systems

AMERICAN MADE QUALITY
Manufactured in Old Forge, PA

Visit your local Authorized UltraComfort™ Retailer

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue &Wed 9-5 

Thurs Closed • Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4 09162019

CROSS
BODY
SHOP

QUALITY REPAIR WORK
SINCE 1948

1213 Meriden St., Mendota, IL

539-7010 815-539-5985

NOW OPEN 
FOR OUTDOOR 

DINING.
CARRYOUT, 

CURBSIDE AND 
DELIVERY ORDERS 
ALSO AVAILABLE.

08
05

20
20

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

MASS ANNUAL
PORK CHOP BBQ

Sponsored by Mendota
Area Senior Services
Wednesday, Aug. 26
Serving 4:30-7 p.m.

Mendota Civic Center
DRIVE-THRU ONLY!

Menu includes
2 BBQ pork chops, potato

salad, baked beans,
roll & butter, cookie.

$15 per person.
Tickets available by

calling MASS at
815-539-7700 or at

local banks drive-thru.
2t33rms

ESTATE SALE
521 S. Fourth St.,

Earlville
Friday, Aug. 21 &
Saturday, Aug. 22

8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Furniture, dishware,
lots of miscellaneous.

1t34msr

GARAGE SALE
406 Sixth Ave.,

Mendota
Thursday & Friday

8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday

8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
1t34msr

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

WARRANT ARREST
Christopher J. Brown, 37, 

of 100 S. First Ave., Mendo-
ta, was arrested at 11:34 a.m. 
Aug. 11 on valid LaSalle 
County arrest warrant for 
failure to appear on a charge 
of driving while license sus-
pended. The subject posted 
bond and was released with 
a LaSalle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Robert A. Bugiyne, 57, of 

812 Main St., Apt. 4, Mendo-
ta, was arrested at 11:24 a.m. 
Aug. 13 on a valid LaSalle 
County warrant for failure to 
appear on a charge of assault. 
The subject posted bond and 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Ernesto A. Angulo, 28, 

of 1010 Main St., Apt. 1, 
Mendota, was arrested at 
3:20 p.m. Aug. 13 on a valid 
Kane County warrant for 
failure to appear on a charge 
of possession of a controlled 
substance. The subject was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County Jail.

POLICE
BLOTTER

LaSalle County
(marriage licenses)

Tyler J. Ince and Erica L. 
McPheeters, both of Mendo-
ta; issued July 28, 2020.

David P. McLachlan and 
Susan R. Rebholz, both of 
Mendota; issued Aug. 3, 
2020.

Jamal D. Roach and Genia 
M. Nickel, both of Mendota; 
issued Aug. 4, 2020.

Ronnie L. Boston of 
Ottawa and Dantonette T. 
Walace of Mendota; issued 
Aug. 13, 2020.

WEEKLY
RECORD

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE DEADLINES

• Thursday 5 p.m. to 
appear in Monday’s Money 
Saver.

• Monday 10 a.m. to 
appear in Wednesday’s Re-
porter.

Temp monitor
Student Alexis Fuller of Dana uses one of Illinois Valley Community College’s new temperature monitors at 
the main entrance. The contactless, 8-inch terminals are 99.9 percent accurate in less than 1 second. Everyone 
entering the college is required to use the monitors. To prevent the spread of COVID-19, everyone is also ex-
pected to wear a facemask; social distancing will be in place. (Photo contributed)

Animals-Pet Waste 
• The purpose of this 

section is to establish require-
ments for the proper disposal 
of pet solid waste in the City of 
Mendota so as to protect pub-
lic health, safety and welfare, 
and to prescribe penalties for 
failure to comply.

• Requirement for dispos-
al. All pet owners and keepers 
are required to immediately 
and properly dispose of their 
pet’s solid waste deposited on 
any property, public or pri-
vate, not owned or possessed 
by that person.

• Exemptions. Any owner 
or keeper who requires the 
use of a disability assistance 
animal shall be exempt from 
the provisions of this section 
while such animal is being 
used for that purpose.

• Violations and penalties. 
Any person(s) who is found to 
have violated the provisions 
of this section shall be subject 
to a fine of no less than $25 
and no more than $75.

City Ordinance
MENDOTA – It is unlawful to burn any materials 

other than small and dried quantities of branches, 
leaves, weeds or grass at any time. The burning of 
any material such as rubber, tires, leather, tar paper, 
old batteries or any material that emits an offensive 
odor when burned is unlawful within the city limits 
of Mendota.

Limited amounts of yard waste material may be 
burned provided the material is dry and does not 
create an offensive odor, nuisance or fire hazard due 
to excessive high winds. Combustible yard waste 
material may be kindled from 10 a.m. through 4 p.m. 
on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays only. All fires 
must be constantly tended by a competent person, 
until such fire is properly extinguished. The continued 
smoldering of slow-burning combustible yard waste 
after 4 p.m. is a nuisance and anyone kindling such a 
fire that will emit obnoxious odors after 4 p.m. will 
be considered performing an unlawful act. Burning 
on Sunday by commercial establishments shall be 
considered an unlawful act.

Burn Ordinance

PAW PAW ANNUAL TOWN-WIDE 

GARAGE SALES
Saturday, August 22, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Balloons mark the sales
Maps available

Masks and Social Distancing will apply
For Questions, call Tammy Smith, 630-669-9667

08
19

20
20
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See Music, Page B2

Summer splendor
Lake Mendota offers up a beautiful setting as a couple soak in the splendor from a lakeside bench on a recent sunsplashed late-summer 
day. More people were out taking advantage of the delightful day by fishing, jogging, bike-riding and just reading a book under the shade 
of a tree. (Reporter photo)

By Mike Weitl
Did you know you can 

see your work history online 
all the way back to your first 
job? Your earnings history 
is a record of your progress 
toward your Social Security 
benefits. We keep track of 
your earnings so we can 
pay you the benefits you’ve 
earned over your lifetime. 
This is why reviewing your 
Social Security earnings 
record is so important. 

If an employer didn’t 
properly report just one 
year of your earnings to us, 
your future benefit payments 
could be less than they 
should be. Over the course 
of a lifetime, that could 
cost you tens of thousands 
of dollars in retirement or 
other benefits to which you 
are entitled. It’s important to 
identify reporting problems 
as soon as possible. As time 
passes, you may no longer 
have easy access to past tax 
documents, and some em-
ployers may no longer exist 
or be able to provide past 
payroll information.

While it’s your employ-
er’s responsibility to provide 
accurate earnings informa-
tion to us, you should still 
review and inform us of any 
errors or omissions so you get 
credit for the contributions 
you’ve made through payroll 
taxes. You’re the only person 
who can look at your lifetime 
earnings record and verify 
that it’s complete and correct. 

The easiest way to verify 
your earnings record is to vis-
it www.ssa.gov/myaccount 
and set up or sign in to your 
personal my Social Security 
account. You should review 
each year of listed earnings 
carefully and confirm them 
using your own records, 
such as W-2s and tax returns.  
Keep in mind that earnings 
from this year and last year 
may not be listed yet. 

You can find detailed in-
structions on how to correct 
your Social Security earnings 
record at www.ssa.gov/pubs/
EN-05-10081.pdf.

Let your friends and 
family know they can access 
important information like 
this any time at www.ssa.gov 
and do much of their business 
with us online.

(Weitl is the Social Securi-
ty District Manager in Peru.)

PRINCETON – The Bu-
reau County Farm Bureau 
is holding a Freezer Meal 
fundraiser to benefit the 
Bureau County Farm Bureau 
Foundation.

Enjoy the ease of picking 
up 10 prepackaged meals to 
serve five people. All you 
need to do is reheat. This is 
a great way to save time on 
meal preparation and support 
the Bureau County Farm 
Bureau Foundation.

The cost is $170, which 
averages only $3.40 a person 
with each meal feeding five 
people. Orders and payment 
are due by Sept. 24.

Items on the menu are 
sweet & sour meatballs, 
breakfast burritos, pulled 
pork, cheesy ham & potato, 
baked mostaccioli, chicken 
fajitas, ham balls, bourbon 
pulled chicken, cowboy tater 
tot casserole, and cheesy 
chicken & stuffing casserole.

Meals will be prepared, 
packaged and frozen. Meals 
will be packaged in a sealed 
box for pickup and can be 
picked up at the Bureau 
County Farm Bureau on 
Thursday, Oct. 8 between 
3:30-5:30 p.m.

Pre-registration and pay-
ment is required by Sept. 24. 
You may mail your payment 
to 1407 N. Main St., Prince-
ton, IL 61356 or you may pay 
by phone for a slight service 
fee at (815) 875-6468.

Bureau County
Farm Bureau
plans freezer
meal fundraiser

See your lifetime 
earnings with 
my Social Security

Social
Security

ROCKFORD – Howard 
and Ginny (Smith) Schmidt 
will celebrate their 65th 
wedding anniversary on Aug. 
27, 2020.

They both grew up in 
the Mendota area, attended 
Mendota High School, and 

were married in 1955 at Holy 
Cross Church. 

They will be celebrat-
ing safely in their home in 
Rockford with an outdoor 
visit from their four daugh-
ters, Shari, Julie, Angie and 
Carrie.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Schmidt

Schmidts to mark 65th 
anniversary on Aug. 27

The NIU Community School of the Arts at NIU offers 
music instruction online and in person this fall.  

NIU Community School of the Arts offering music lessons, ensembles, classes
DeKALB – For more than 

30 years, NIU Community 
School of the Arts has of-
fered music education and 
instruction for children and 
adults of all ages. The CSA 
offers activities for personal 
enrichment year-round for 
community members who 
participate in classes, les-
sons, and music ensembles 
in person or online.

Registration is open now 
for a variety of programs in 
person and online for the 
2020-2021 school year.  The 
programs and activities that 
meet in person in the NIU 
Music Building will strictly 
adhere to the safety mea-
sures outlined by Northern 
Illinois University and the 
NIU Community School of 
the Arts.  Program and safety 
information is available at 
the CSA website www.csa.
niu.edu.

Scholarships
Financial assistance is 

available for students age 
18 or younger who want to 
pursue their study of music.  
Funding for scholarships is 
provided through private 
donations, fundraising ac-
tivities, and support from 
the Farny R. Wurlitzer Foun-
dation Fund.  The deadline 
for submitting a need-based 
scholarship application for 
the fall semester is Oct. 15 
and families with an adjust-
ed gross income less than 
$75,000 annually are eligible 

to apply.  Scholarship appli-
cations are available at the 
CSA website and by calling 
the NIU Community School 
of the Arts.

Music Lessons – 
Traditional and Suzuki
Learn to play a musi-

cal instrument.  The CSA 
offers traditional private 
music lessons on nearly all 
instruments – violin, guitar, 
piano, percussion, brass, 
woodwinds and many more.  
Music lessons using the Su-
zuki approach, combining 
private and group lessons, 
are taught on violin, cello, 
piano, and guitar. 

Music teachers meet with 
students weekly in person or 
online for private lessons, 
and students are invited to 
prepare for and participate 
in a recital at the end of each 
semester. Music lessons be-
gin the week of August 24. 

Music Classes for 
Young Children

Piano Starter for Chil-
dren: Limited to four children 
ages 5 – 7, this small group 
class is an ideal beginning 
class for children to prepare 
for private music lessons.  
Piano Starter meets in person 
in the NIU Music Building 
on Tuesdays from 4 – 4:40 

p.m. and begins on Sept. 8.  
Taught by piano teacher Soo-
Yon Choi, this class meets 
12 times.  

Guitar for Kids: Teacher 
Quentin Dover introduces 
children ages 8 – 12 to gui-
tar playing through a fun, 
song-oriented approach to 
learning.  Exposure to music 
fundamentals such as scales, 
chords, rhythm, melody, har-
mony, and playing technique 
allows students to begin 
building their own toolbox 
of musical skills, promoting 
confident and comfortable 
playing.  No previous gui-
tar experience is required, 
and each student will use 
their own guitar during 
class.  Class meets online on 
Wednesdays 12 times from 
5 – 5:50 p.m. starting Sept. 9.

Music Classes for Older 
Children and Adults
Guitar Basics and Inter-

mediate Guitar are taught by 
guitarist and long-time CSA 
teacher Quentin Dover on 
Wednesday evenings.  Stu-
dents bring their own guitar 
to this online class and learn 
to play songs, scales and 
chords along with beginning 
music theory and guitar tech-
niques. Guitar Basics meets 
from 6 – 6:50 p.m. and In-
termediate Guitar meets from 
7 – 7:50 p.m.  Both classes 
welcome students ages 13 – 
adult, begin on Sept. 9, and 
meet online 12 times.

Square One Piano: Group 

Basics Class meets from 6:15 
– 7 p.m. and is for beginners.  
Piano Forte: Building Piano 
Skills meets from 7:15 – 8 
p.m. and is for intermediate 
players. Both classes meet 
in person for 12 weeks in 
the NIU Music Building.  
Adults learn to play piano 
in a fun, group atmosphere 
when popular CSA teacher 
Soo-Yon Choi leads group 
piano classes for ages 13 – 
adult in person on Monday 
evenings starting Sept. 14.

Music Ensembles
Musicians share a love of 

music and learn to play with 
others through the ensemble 
experience.  The NIU Com-
munity School offers several 
music ensembles, some for 
young musicians and others 
for older children and adults.  
Every ensemble performs a 
concert in the NIU Music 
Building or online at the end 
of each semester.

CSA Symphonette is a 
string orchestra for ages 8 – 
16 that rehearses in person in 
the NIU Music Building on 
Tuesdays from 4:30 – 6 p.m.  
Directed by Linc Smelser, 
this group plays lively and 
challenging music and per-
forms in concert twice during 
the year.  The first Sympho-
nette rehearsal is on Sept. 1.

CSA Sinfonia is directed 
by Kishwaukee Symphony 

Leisure time can seem 
like a luxury for many adults. 
While it can seem like there’s 
little time in the day to do 
more than tend to responsi-
bilities at work and at home, 
people may have more time 
to pursue leisure activities 
than they realize.

In its 2018 American 
Time Use Survey, the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
found that 96 percent of 
people age 15 and over 
engaged in some sort of 
leisure activity on an av-
erage day.

How people spend their 
leisure time might affect their 
perceptions about that time. 
For example, few people 
may consider watching tele-
vision an “activity,” though 
the American Time Use 
Survey found that watching 
TV occupied more leisure 
time, nearly three hours per 
day, than any other leisure 
activity. Finding new hobbies 
that encourage active partici-
pation can make leisure time 
more memorable.

• Think back to your 
childhood. Hobbies you once 
enjoyed as a child may have 
long since been forgotten, but 
it can be fun to re-immerse 
yourself in such interests. 
Adults who loved to play 
sports as a child can no doubt 
find adult leagues in their 

How adults can find new hobbies

area, while once budding 
artists might want to dust off 
their easels and visit a local 
paint and sip facility.

• Reinvent something 
you’re already doing. Anoth-
er way to find a new hobby 
is to consider the things you 
already do and see if there’s 
ways to make them better. 
For example, cooking for 
a family each night might 
be made more enjoyable by 
enrolling in a cooking class, 
where you can meet fellow 
foodies while fine-tuning 
your culinary skills. If you 
love to read, start a commu-
nity book club. 

• Expand your horizons. 
It’s easy for anyone to say 

“no” to something new, but 
especially so for adults ac-
customed to their routines. 
But men and women who 
are willing to try anything are 
more likely to find something 
new to be passionate about 
than those who shy away 
from the unknown. You don’t 
have to make a big initial 
commitment when trying 
a new hobby, but approach 
any new ideas or suggestions 
with an open mind. 

Finding a new hobby 
as an adult can be tricky. 
But approaching activities 
with an open mind may 
help people uncover new 
hobbies they can be pas-
sionate about.
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

~ New Y App & Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult Activities

~ FREE Group Exercise Classes

~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates

~ Young Adult Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

Auto Body Specialists

Ranch Truck Toppers

Weather Tech dealer

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru
224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

706 W
ashington St. 

M
endota 

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

Chris Holdenrid
VP, M

ortgage Lending
NM

LS#461073

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NM
LS#477895

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$700
Double It For

$1300

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA 
BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT

1300 13th Avenue
Mendota, IL 61342

Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

Anna ArteagaAnna Arteaga

Buying 
a car 

just got 
easier. 
Find out 
how by 
calling 

NMLS# 461075

Member 
FDIC

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
Open 12-3

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

Buy One  
Get One Free 

Every Day!

Garden Center  
& Custom  
Landscape 

Design

417 US-34 
Mendota 

(815)538-4800
Mon-Fri 8-5  

Sat 9-4  
and Sun 11-3 

STEPHENITCH

HARDWARE
Your hometown 
Hardware Store 

since 1893!

Owners Gene & John 
Stephenitch have a 
combined 96 years 

in the hardware 
business.

1200 13th Ave., 
Mendota

815-539-9394

Orchestra conductor Linc 
Smelser and meets in person 
for rehearsals on Wednes-
days beginning Sept. 2.   For 
fall 2020, the youth orchestra 
has been divided into three 
groups for rehearsals to 
reduce density: Strings will 
meet from 7 – 7:45 p.m., 
Woodwinds from 8 – 8:40 
p.m. and Brass from 8:55 
– 9:30 p.m.  CSA Sinfonia 
plays a wide variety of music 
and performs two concerts 
during the year.  Musicians 
age 14 – 20 are admitted 
by audition and first-time 
members should call the 
NIU Community School to 
schedule an audition.

CSA Guitar Ensemble 
meets online on Wednesdays 
from 8 – 8:50 p.m.  Directed 
by CSA teacher and musician 
Quentin Dover, guitar play-
ers ages 14 – adult work on 
ensemble skills, build confi-
dence and skill on the guitar, 
and perform two concerts 
during the year.  The first 
rehearsal is on Sept. 9.

CSA Steelband encourag-
es everyone to experience the 
unique sound of the steel pan.  
Directed by Yuko Asada, 
CSA Steelband welcomes 
members ages 12 – adult.  
No previous experience on 
the instrument is needed, 
but it is recommended that 
students can read music.  The 

steel pan family ranges from 
soprano to bass, and each stu-
dent chooses an instrument.  
The ensemble plays many 
types of music arranged for 
steel pan, including calypso, 
classical, rock, and rhythm 
and blues, and performs in 
concert several times during 
the year.  CSA Steelband 
rehearses in person in the 
NIU Music Building on 
Mondays from 6:30 - 7:25 
p.m. beginning on Sept. 14.

The NIU Community 
School of the Arts is spon-
sored by the College of Vi-
sual and Performing Arts at 
Northern Illinois University.  
More information, including 
the scholarship application 
form, activities registration 
form, teacher biographies, 
safety protocols and online 
registration can be found 
at www.csa.niu.edu, or call 
(815) 753-1450 from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Music
Continued from Page B1 OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Com-

munity College’s board gave tentative 
approval to the 2021 budget on Aug. 
13 – a plan that is not expected to result 
in a tax increase, Vice President for 
Business Services and Finance Cheryl 
Roelfsema said.

Overall, revenues are projected at 
$32.1 million, less than one percent over 
2020. Expenditures of $32.5 million 
are up less than one percent over the 
previous year.

The general fund is $22.5 million, 
an increase of 1.4 percent. The fund, 
comprised of the education and opera-
tions and maintenance funds, includes 
a $600,000 contingency to protect the 
college against a potential enrollment 
drop during the pandemic and the pos-
sibility state support could decrease if 
the proposed income tax increase fails 
in the Nov. 3 election.

Final budget passage is expected 
Sept. 10 following a public hearing. The 
80-page document is available for pub-
lic viewing in the Business Office, Room 
C338, or online at https://www.ivcc.
edu/businessservices/financial-bud-
gets/Budget_FY21_tentative.pdf.

In other business, the board ap-
proved:

• Purchase of $50,000 in fuel cards 
for the Truck Driver Training program 
from WEX Inc.

• Expending $50,000 for OSHA 
training instruction for the Continuing 
Education Center. Costs are recovered 
through fees charged to CEC clients. 

• Expending $40,000 for janitorial 
supplies from Home Depot Pro, for-
merly Supply Works of Peoria, and 
nearly $30,000 in elevator maintenance 
services from ThyssenKrupp of Peoria. 

• Renewal of Microsoft software 
maintenance and support from CDW 
for $27,303.

• The retirement request of Director 
of Nursing Programs Julie Hogue ef-
fective Dec. 31. Hogue taught nursing 
12 years before being promoted to di-
rector four years ago. In her retirement 
letter, Hogue said, “I remain a devoted 
supporter of IVCC and the positive 
impact it has had on the surrounding 
communities.”

• Renewal of premiums with Wright 
Specialty Insurance and Travelers for 
$137,822 and workers’ compensation 
insurance with Illinois Counties Risk 
Management Trust for $80,058. 

The board also learned:
• Erin Templeton has been hired 

as a full-time administrative assistant 
in Information Technology Services 
and Tracy Schwemlein as payroll and 
benefits coordinator. 

• Resignations have been submitted 
by academic support technologist Marty 
Makransky, Continuing Education pro-
gram manager Cathy Buck and Writing 
Center interim coordinator Christine 
Stiel. Makransky’s resignation is ef-
fective Aug. 21.

• Modifications were made to the fall 
calendar due to IVCC being closed for 
the Nov. 3 election. 

• In his report, IVCC President 
Jerry Corcoran credited facilities staff 

for the clean-up work they performed 
following the Aug. 10 “derechco” 
storm. “Facilities takes pride in keep-
ing everyone comfortable, safe and 
secure,” he said.

• Adult Education’s July 23 drive-
through recognition event attracted a 
dozen GED-High School Equivalency 
graduates, U.S. Citizenship passers, 
completers of the Bridge to Careers 
program and completers of the new 
ICAP program (Integrated Career and 
Academic Preparation System).

• Therapeutic Massage hosted a cere-
mony for six graduates Aug. 7 in the Dr. 
Mary Margaret Weeg Cultural Centre.

• Grand opening for the recently 
completed Agriculture Center is 8 a.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 24 at the site off Orlando 
Smith Road. The event is limited to 50 
invitees. 

• Of a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with the American 
Federation of Teachers (AFT) Local 
1810 entitled “Full-time Counselor 
Alternative Service Delivery.”

• Corcoran lauded LaSalle County 
Health Department Administrator Julie 
Kerestes for providing “tremendous 
feedback on IVCC’s COVID–19 Op-
erations and Safety Plan.”

• Corcoran commended employees 
for overcoming a myriad of imped-
iments this spring and summer. “A 
lot of good people have worked hard 
on marketing, outreach and student 
support under difficult circumstances. 
Other than a pandemic, state directive 
to close the campus in the middle of a 
semester and move everything online, 
a cyberattack, derecho and two-day 
power outage, 2020 has been a routine 
year.”

No tax increase expected at IVCC
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ENTERTAINMENT

Brought to you each week by

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

Stop In Today To Place Your Ad
703 Illinois Avenue • Mendota

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: When will “Fixer 
Upper” return with new 
episodes? I had read that it 
merged with 
the DIY Net-
work and 
was going 
to return, but 
I can’t find 
when and 
what chan-
nel. -– G.W.

A: When “Fixer Upper,” 
starring home-renovation 
experts Chip and Joanna 
Gaines, aired its last new 
episode in 2018, it was sup-
posed to be the end. It had 
become the No. 1-rated un-
scripted series in all of cable 
television, and the married 
stars needed a break. They 
eventually struck a deal with 
the Discovery mass media 
company to create their own 
channel, the Magnolia Net-
work, which would replace 
the DIY Network. Having 
their own network would 
allow them to produce many 
shows starring other talent, 
and Discovery aimed for an 
October 2020 launch date. 
Then the pandemic hit, and 
Magnolia has postponed its 
start to early 2021. 

With “Fixer Upper” done, 
the Gaines planned to pro-
duce 10 new TV series for the 

Joanna & Chip

Magnolia Network featuring 
new stars in front of the cam-
eras. However, they recently 
surprised Discovery with the 
news that they themselves 
were ready to film all-new 
episodes of “Fixer Upper.”

So, to answer your ques-
tion, Chip and Joanna will be 
returning sometime in 2021 
with new episodes when the 
Magnolia Network launches. 
In the meantime, enjoy the 
reruns, but be sure to check 
out their official website, 
Magnolia.com, for updates. 

***
Q: Whatever happened 

to actress Cameron Diaz? 
She was one of the biggest 
movie stars for a while, but I 
haven’t seen her in anything 
since she got married. Is she 
still acting? -- P.M.

A: Diaz, star of hit films 
like “There’s Something 
About Mary” and “The 
Mask,” married rocker Benji 
Madden in 2015, and their 
daughter was born late last 
year. After filming the movie 
“Annie,” Diaz decided to 
walk away from the spotlight. 

She recently told fellow 
movie star Gwyneth Paltrow 
that she is at peace with her 
decision. She also added 
that she hasn’t ruled out a 
return to acting someday. 
Coincidentally, it was recent-

ly announced that Warner 
Bros. plans to film two more 
“Mask” movies. The original 
starring Jim Carrey and Diaz 
was a hit back in 1994. If the 
studio approaches the retired 
star to reprise her role, then 
this might be the perfect 
opportunity for a comeback. 

***
Q: I saw a recent picture 

of Kelly Osbourne online, 
and she lost a lot of weight. 
Did she have weight loss sur-
gery like her mother? -- R.H.

A: The TV personality and 
daughter of rock legend Ozzy 
Osbourne, Kelly recently an-
nounced on social media that 
she’s lost over 80 pounds this 
past year. She didn’t say how, 
but I do know that she got 
sober a couple years ago and 
had adopted a vegan diet. She 
decided to make her health a 
priority earlier this year. 

Kelly’s family has faced 
many health battles. Her 
mom, Sharon, beat colon 
cancer; her father, Ozzy, has 
Parkinson’s disease; and her 
brother Jack was diagnosed 
with multiple sclerosis.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. LITERATURE: What was 

the name of Hermione’s pet cat in 
the “Harry Potter” series?

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is the name of the metal band 
that attaches a pencil and an eraser?

3. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a group of giraffes called?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
state claims Mackinac Island in 
Lake Huron?

5. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the coffeehouse in the 
“Friends” sitcom?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How 
many presidents have died in 
office?

7. MEDICAL: What is the 
common name for lachrymation?

8. LANGUAGE: What is the 

American English version of a 
British flannel?

9. HISTORY: Who was the last 
czar of Russia?

10. MUSIC: What was the 
original name of the pop rock group 
Maroon 5?

Answers
1. Crookshanks
2. A ferrule
3. A tower
4. Michigan
5. Central Perk
6. Eight
7. Flow of tears
8. A washcloth
9. Nicholas II
10. Kara’s Flowers
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* A tarantula discovered 

in 2015 near Folsom Prison, 
California, was given the sci-
entific name “Aphonopelma 
johnnycashi” after Johnny 
Cash, in honor of his song 
“Folsom Prison Blues.”

* For that matter, “The 
Crocodile Hunter” Steve Irwin 
had a snail named after him, 
the “Crikey steveirwini,” a 
rare species of tree snail with a 
khaki-colored shell discovered 
in 2009.

* Some 60% of human DNA 
is identical to that of a banana.

* The maddening but ad-
dictive Rubik’s Cube was cre-
ated by accident. Professor of 
architecture Erno Rubik built 
a twistable box with colorful 
rows of labels on each side in 
an attempt to design blocks 
that could move without col-
lapsing the entire structure. 
After rotating a few rows and 
mixing up the colors, the real 
challenge began: realigning 
the hues! It took Rubik about 
a month to restore his cube to 
its original condition.

* “Slaughterhouse-Five” 
author Kurt Vonnegut was 
such a big fan of the TV series 
“Cheers” that he once told 
reporters he would rather have 
written scripts for the show 
than all his bestselling novels.

* Peppermint oil does a 
better job of promoting hair 
growth than hair-growth 
medication.

* Speaking of hair, fol-
lowing the BP oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico, thousands of 
hairstylists and alpaca farmers 
donated over 19 warehouses 
worth of cut locks to absorb it.

* Looking for a possible 
reason to like Monday? It’s 
the least rainy day of the week. 
While the exact science behind 
this is unclear, researchers 
believe it’s likely due to the 
decrease in man-made pollu-
tion over the weekend.

* The tradition of knock-
ing on wood for good luck 
originated with primitive 
pagans who tapped on trees to 
summon the protective spirits 
residing in them.

***
Thought for the Day: 

“There are years that ask ques-
tions, and years that answer. “ 
-- Zora Neale Hurston

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Once 
upon a time, long before the 
advent of television, people 
drove cars to a place that had 
400 parking spaces and a big 
white screen that stood 100 
feet high and 50 feet wide. 
The year was 1933, the place 
was Camden, New Jersey, 
and they called it a drive-in 
theater. The first film shown 
there was the MGM release 
of a British comedy starring 
Adolphe Menjou, of the orig-
inal “A Star Is Born” (1937), 
“Stage Door” (1937) and his 
last film, “Pollyanna” (1960). 
Admission was 25 cents.

Today 300 drive-in the-
aters still exist nationwide 
and because of COVID-19, 
drive-in theaters are being 
revived. The largest in the 
world is The Wilderness 
Outdoor Movie Theater in 
Trenton, Georgia. It has two 
screens, one for G-rated and 
the other for R-rated films, 
that show movies such as 
“Aladdin,” “Dumbo” and 
“John Wick 3” for $7 per 
person. The snack bar serves 
burgers, BBQ sandwiches, 
hot dogs, nachos, chili, etc., 
and nothing costs more than 
$5.50.

B. Shelton

Drive-ins have been fea-
tured in classic films such as 
“Grease,” “Pee Wee’s Great 
Adventure” and recently in 
“Once Upon 
a Time in 
H o l l y -
wood.” In 
July, the Tri-
beca Film 
F e s t i v a l 
l a u n c h e d 
“ T r i b e c a 
Drive-in” in California, Flor-
ida, New York and Texas, 
showing 30 films including 
“Goldfinger,” “Back to the 
Future” and “Bill & Ted’s 
Excellent Adventure.”

Within three years, Eu-
stis, Florida, will see the 
“Lighthouse 5” with five 
drive-in theaters, camp and 
RV grounds, restaurants and 
shops. It will cost $1 million 
to build.

Not to be outdone, the 
Australian company “Beyond 
Cinema” plans to invade 
America in September and 
October with a floating cine-
ma, which can accommodate 
12-14 mini-boats that hold up 
to eight people. It’s booked 
16 cities in the U.S., includ-
ing Chicago, Denver, Los 
Angeles, Miami, New York, 

San Diego and San Francisco, 
and Vancouver, Toronto and 
Calgary in Canada.

***
Recently drive-ins have 

been used by superstars such 
as Blake Shelton, Keith Ur-
ban and Garth Brooks. Urban 
staged a free private con-
cert at The Stardust Drive-
in Watertown, Tennessee, 
where cameras broadcast his 
show with lights and sound 
streamed into vehicles from 
FM transmitters and with a 
full concert PA system onto 
the big screen. The audience 
applauded by flashing head-
lights and honking horns. 
Garth Brooks gave a one-
night-only concert that was 
simulcast to 300 different 
drive-ins across America.

Shelton predicts, “When 
this virus is through, I see 
drive-in theaters having an 
even bigger resurgence. 
You can watch a movie and 
be entertained with your 
family. It’s a new way to do 
concerts too!” 

After months of stream-
ing, families who talk during 
movies will not get shushed 
in their own cars!

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

(Editor’s note: We are at 
the end of the coronavirus 
theater movie releases, and 
what is being released now 
are direct-to-DVD titles or 
garbage titles with little to 
no information. As a result, 
we will offer themed columns 
like this one when reviewable 
movies are not available.)

August is an imposing 
thing. Down where I live, the 
heat is so fully embodied that 
it’s something you have walk 
through rather than merely 
feel. It’s its own entity with 
a trickster personality that 
encourages poor choices and 
snap judgments, a dealer of 
bad moods and a constant 
source of aggravation -- and 
I have air conditioning! But 
I’m not alone in feeling this 
way. Study after study shows 
that hot weather can have a 
powerful effect on a person, 
and not a positive one. Here 
are four films where heat had 
a cameo, if not a headline 
role.

“12 Angry Men” (1957) 
-- A classic by director Sid-
ney Lumet, “12 Angry Men” 
centers around the jurors in a 
murder trial where a young 

man is accused of murdering 
his father with a knife. The 
jurors are hung by one man, 
Juror No. 8 (Henry Fonda), 
who forces the others, over 
the course of the hottest 
day of the year cramped 
in a stuffy juror’s room, to 
debate and review not only 
the evidence of the case, but 
also their own prejudices and 
motivations.

“Body Heat” (1981) -- 
Sexy and sultry as the swel-
tering heat of South Florida, 
Kathleen Turner makes her 
feature debut as Matty, a 
young wife to a much older, 
absentee husband. She finds 
an ardent and adoring lover 
in bumbling lawyer Ned 
(William Hurt), who’d truly 
do anything for her -- even 
unburden her of her husband. 
In true noir fashion, the pair 
enact a plot to do just that, 
but you should never trust 
a dame. This is one hot and 
steamy thriller!

“Do the Right Thing” 
(1989) -- A Brooklyn neigh-
borhood finds racial tensions 
simmering on the hottest day 
of the year, and there are 
plenty of spoons to stir the 
pot of trouble that’s ready 

to boil over. Mookie (Spike 
Lee) works at a local pizza 
shop owned by Sal (Danny 
Aiello). When two neigh-
borhood residents demand 
Sal add Black celebrities to 
his Italian-American Wall 
of Fame and he refuses, the 
protest turns violent. The 
story is as relevant today as 
it was when it hit theaters.

“Falling Down” (1993) 
-- Michael Douglas plays 
William Foster, laid off 
from his defense-industry 
job, who is on the way to 
his ex-wife’s house for his 
daughter’s birthday when his 
car’s AC stops working and 
he gets caught in endless LA 
gridlock. In that moment, he 
goes buck nuts crazy, leaves 
that junker on the side of the 
road and tears across the LA 
landscape with a fierce thirst 
for vengeance on purveyors 
of little injustices, like the 
fast food restaurant that 
won’t serve you breakfast if 
you’re even a minute too late. 
He’s pursued by a detective 
(Robert Duval) on his last 
day before retirement.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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I don’t know anyone 
who gets excited about 
going through hardship, 
and yet it’s unavoid-
able in everyone’s life at 
some time or other. When 
trouble comes, a natural 
response is “Why is this 
happening?” or “I can’t 
believe this is happening 
to ME!”

But the Bible tells us 
that hard times are actually 
good for us. James 1:2-3 
(AMP) says, “Consider it 
nothing but joy...when-
ever you fall into various 
trials. Be assured that 
the testing of your faith 
[through experience] pro-
duces endurance [leading 
to spiritual maturity, and 
inner peace].” 

How God rewards our suffering
These verses are saying 

that we can learn to go 
through hard times with 
joy and hope, knowing 
God will use them to make 
us better in the end.

Resist the 
Urge to Run

When things get tough, 
our initial reaction is to 
want to run from the pain 
and escape the situation, 
but what we need to do 
is take a firm stand in our 
faith and face it. Jesus 
promises us in John 16:33 
that if we will trust Him in 
the midst of the struggle, 
we can have peace and 
confidence that we will 
overcome it because He 
is on our side!

Now, we don’t just 
overcome the problem, 
but in the process of going 
through it, God uses the 
very thing that is caus-
ing our pain to develop 
endurance, patience and 
perseverance in our soul. 
This is how we build our 
faith in God and grow up 
spiritually.

The Value of Patience 
and Endurance

The Greek Dictionary 
says patience is a fruit of 
the Spirit that grows only 
under trial. In fact, the 
word patience comes from 
the root word hupone, 
which means “to remain 
under.”

Patience has to do 
with being steadfast, 
disciplined and com-
mitted—not running 
from difficult things, but 
sticking with them all the 
way through. It’s about 
having a good attitude 
while you’re waiting for 
your breakthrough or the 
fulfillment of something 
you desire.

Patience has a lot to 
do with endurance. I’ve 
come up with my own 
definition of endurance: 
“to outlast the enemy.” 
It reminds me not to 
give up when I’m weary 
because I never want to 
give in to the temptations 
Satan brings my way or 
let him win the battle.

We all get weary at 
times and wonder if we’ll 
ever get our breakthrough 
when we’ve been fighting 
the same battles for a long 
time. But the ones who re-
fuse to give up are the ones 
who will have a testimony 
in the end!

The Test of My Quality
In 1 Peter 4:12, we see 

that painful experiences 
test the quality of our 
faith. When our quality 
is tested, we learn things 
about ourselves, because 
we don’t really know what 
we would do in a tough 
situation until we’re in 
it. God allows us to go 
through hard times to re-
veal what’s in our hearts. 

I remember a season 
in my life when I was 
praying for God to change 
me and make me more pa-
tient, sweet, merciful and 
loving. He answered my 
prayer at the grocery store.

I used to be very impa-
tient when it was time to 
check out at the supermar-
ket, and I somehow man-
aged to pick the slow line 
every time. I can vividly 
remember one day when 
there was a new clerk be-
ing trained and everything 
was taking longer than 
usual. I was frustrated, and 
I made sure they knew it! 
I sighed loudly and mum-
bled under my breath.

These times at the 
grocery store were tests 
meant to develop patience 
and endurance in my soul. 
Over time, as I continued 
to grow in my relation-
ship with God, I began 
to pass these tests more 
often. I came to the point 

where I could wait in the 
slow line with a good at-
titude—without opening 
my mouth or making a 
sound.

The Reward Always 
Outweighs the Pain
My example of de-

veloping patience at the 
grocery store may seem 
trivial compared to the 
trial you’re facing today. 
But I want to encourage 
you to find comfort in 
the truth that God is with 
you and He knows ex-
actly what you’re going 
through. He loves you 
more than you know, and 
He has the answers you 
desperately need.

There have been many 
times when I’ve walked 
through devastating pain, 
and Galatians 6:9 has been 
an encouragement to me. 
It says, “Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not 
give up” (NIV).

And God promises in 
Romans 8:28 that if we 
will trust Him and keep 
doing what is right in each 
situation, He will work it 
all out for our good. He 
will take every moment of 
pain and use it to develop 
priceless fruit, such as 
love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faith-

fulness, gentleness and 
self-control in our soul 
(Galatians 5:22-23).

That’s  more than 
enough reason to keep 
going, one day at a time, 
and to never give up!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s three-teach-
ing CD series Burnt But 
Not Bitter. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. 
She has authored more 
than 100 books, includ-
ing BATTLEFIELD OF 
THE MIND and YOUR 
BATTLES BELONG 
TO THE LORD (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

P lease  no te :  The 
v iews and opin ions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Steven Mindrup, Interim Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
All activities and Worship services 
are temporarily suspended until 

further notice.

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Live at 10 a.m. but can be viewed 

any time
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 993-2462
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road 

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

www.immanuellutherancompton.org
E-mail:  

immanuellutherancompton@live.com

 “Living in God’s Grace as a 
Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP:  
Worship services and all church 

activities are cancelled until 
further notice. Please check out 
our website: www.ilccompton.org 

or our Facebook page
 for updates.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Isaiah in the 
Old or New Testament or

 neither?
2. A number of herbs and spices 

are mentioned in the Bible 
(KJV). Which one is mentioned 

the most? 
Salt, Pepper, Sage, Thyme

3. Whose first chapter begins, 
“The former treatise have I 

made, O Theophilus”? 
Matthew, Luke, John, Acts

4. In 2 Kings 1, what Philistine 
city worshiped Baal-zebub? 
Ekron, Succoth, Gomorrah, 

Antipatris
5. From Acts 9, where did Peter 

cure Aeneas? 
Tyre, Neapolis, Lydda, Gibeon
6. In Numbers 20, where did 

Aaron die? 
Mount of Olives, Pisgah, Mount 

Hor, Gilboa

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Salt; 3) Acts; 
4) Ekron; 5) Lydda; 6) Mount Hor

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless l icensed or 
holding a permit 
as a childcare 
facil i ty, may cause 
to be published 
any advertisement 
solicit ing a child 
care service. A 
childcare facil i ty 
that is l icensed or 
operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Il l inois Department 
of Children and 
Family Services 
may publish 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 
of the services 
for which it is 
specifically l icensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent 
or guardian to 
verify the validity 
of the l icense of 
any facil i ty before 
placing a child in it ’s 
care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON: FULL 
Time Waitress/Waiter 
Needed. Apply in 
Person. Huddle Café 
802 Main St. (08-23-20)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

WANTED - 
HOUSEKEEPER
1-2 Days/Month

Work Is Light
Pay Is Good
Earlville Area

Call 815-414-3016 08
17

20
20

Main St. Station 
is looking to 

hire part-time 
bartenders/

servers and part-
time cooks. 

Some experience 
is helpful. 

Apply in person 
at 714 Main St., 

Mendota.
07272020

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

LEE: 3337 Rt 30. Lee, 
IL. Thursday August 
20th, Friday August 
21st, 8am-4:30pm & 
Saturday August 22nd 
8am-Noon. HUGE 
Estate/Garage Sale! 
Shed Full! JD Wagon, 
Buckboard, Tools, 
Antiques, Furniture, 
Glassware, Designer 
Clothes, Saddle, Fence 
Post, Linens, Dolls and 
Antique Toys. (08-19-
20)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

AMBOY-Round wood 
dining table with 4 
chairs-$40. 815-
718-1998. Leave a 
message. (08-23-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

WANTED Junk Cars 
and Farm Machinery. 
Call 815-761-2803. (09-
03-20)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

R O C H E L L E : 
Large North Side 
2-BEDROOM. Free 
Heat & Water. No Pets. 
Available Now! 815-
919-9015. (08-19-20)

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Downtown Mendota 
1-bedroom upstairs 
apartment for rent. 

Water & garbage 
furnished. No pets. No 
smoking. $450 month. 

815-910-7011.

07
27

20
20

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3-BEDROOM House. 
No Pets, Country Home 
Near Franklin Grove, 
815-456-2453. (08-19-
20)

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

2BR, 1BA, 
HOUSE. 

No pets, No 
smoking. CA. 

Located in the area 
of Northbrook 
School. Off St. 

Parking. 
Call Gloria at 
815-539-3811.

08
10

20
20

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE INFORMATION

Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
acaylor@mendotareporter.com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 
7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota 
Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party 
ads and $44.60 for commercial business ads and 
$15.99 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us 
immediately. We will not be responsible for more than one 
incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one 
insertion.

CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

In the Matter � )
of the Estate� )
of RICHARD � )
T. THOMPSON,� )
Deceased.� )
No. 2020-P-128

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of RICHARD T. 
THOMPSON of 280 
North 2619th Road, 
Peru, Illinois 61354.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on July 28, 2020  
to MARK A. THOMP-
SON, 438 North 2209th 
Road, Oglesby, Illinois 
61348, as independent 
administrator, whose at-
torneys are DOUGLAS 
B. OLIVERO & ASSO-
CIATES, 1615 Fourth 
Street, Peru, Illinois 
61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, Ottawa, Illinois 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
within six months from 
the date of first publi-
cation of this notice.  If 
claim notice is personal-
ly mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, then claim must 
be filed in the above en-
titled cause within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later.  Any 
claims not filed with-
in the above periods 
are barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-

resentative and to the 
attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision unless un-
der Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/28-4) any interested 
person terminates inde-
pendent administration 
at any time by mailing 
or delivering a petition 
to terminate to the clerk.  
A copy of a form of a pe-
tition to terminate inde-
pendent administration 
may be obtained from 
the Clerk of the Court 
at the above address.
DOUGLAS B. OLIVE-
RO & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys for Estate
1615 Fourth Street
Peru, Illinois 61354
Telephone:  815/224-
2400
No. 0801 
(Aug. 5, 12, 19, 2020)

NOTICE
There will be a Budget 
and Appropriations pub-
lic hearing for Graves-
Hume Public Library 
District on Thursday, 
September 10, 2020 at 
6:45 pm., at Graves-
Hume Public Library, 
1401 W. Main Street, 
Mendota, Illinois. No-
tice is further given 
that a tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Ordi-
nance will be available 
for inspection from Au-
gust 13, 2020 to the day 
of public hearing at the 
above address during 
normal working hours. 
Dated this 13th day of 
August, 2020.
Kim Abel, Secretary 
No. 0803 
(Aug. 19, 2020)

AMBOY C.U.S.D. #272 IS 
SEEKING  APPLICANTS FOR 

THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS
CUSTODIAN
BUS DRIVER 

VAN DRIVERS
To apply go to www.roe47.org, General Information, 
Area Vacancies, Applitrack & complete application.

08172020

Well-established contractor 
looking to hire person with 

general carpentry skills who 
works well with others and 
possesses good work ethic. 
Pay established according to 

skill level. Please send resume to 
W.E.C. c/o The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

07
27

20
20

Precision Auto Wash
• Permanent Part-time Weekend      

Car Wash Attendant
• Ideal position for retiree or those 

seeking extra income
• Approx. 5 to 10 hours/ weekend       

w/occasional weekday. 
• (Sunday 8:30 -11:00 am.,            

2:00-3:30 pm, Sat. 1:30 - 3:30 pm, 
Fri  1:30 -3:30 pm)

• Must live close or within city limits.
• Assist and Instruct customers as 

needed
• Maintain lot/bay cleanliness
• Monitor Security Cameras
• Minimal paperwork
• Light Maintenance
• Reliable transportation and cell 

phone required.
For further information, please email: 

WWL1967@gmail.com or stop
by the car wash at 702 13th Ave., 
Mendota, IL to pickup application.

E.O.E. 08032020

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2015 Chevy Equinox FWD 
4-Cyl, 2LT, Sunroof,  
Gray ...........................$12,500

2014 GMC 1500 SLT, Dbl. 
Cab, 4x4, New Tires 
Gray ...........................$23,900

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir,  
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec, 
Black .........................$45,900
2020 Chevy Malibu LT 
8K Miles, Red ...........$23,500
2019 GMC Terrain SLT 
AWD, Silver ..............$26,900
2018 Equinox Premier AWD 
2.0 Ltr, New Tires, One 
Owner, Maroon ........$22,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 15K 
Miles, Maroon ..........$19,500

2018 Chevy Cruze LT, 6K 
Miles, Power Seat, Remote 
Start, Blue .................$18,500
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew LT 
4WD, 1-Owner 
Gray ..........................$26,900 
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Remote Start, Power Seats 
9,000 mi., White .......$17,900
2016 Chevy Traverse 1LT 
FWD, Blue ................$19,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

Preferred, Sun Roof, 10,000 miles, White

$20,900   

2019 Buick Encore FWD
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

Buy One Get One 
Free Every Day!

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Fri 8-5 
Sat 9-4 and Sun 11-3

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

LOGGING

POIGNANT LOGGING
BUYING  

STANDING TIMBER
• FREE ESTIMATES    • FULLY INSURED

Contact Billy Poignant

309-238-3210
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-92555
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

“Come Settle With Us”

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Rd • Sublette, IL • 815-535-6295

1506 Lincoln Ave., Mendota $134,500 
Remarkable 3 bedroom 2-story home in Mendota on a wooded and shaded lot! If 

you are a fan of old houses, this is the one for you. Features stunning wood flooring, 
2 huge bathrooms, a walk in closet, and an area for laundry. You won’t want to miss 
out on the high ceilings and large windows, allowing the perfect amount of natural 
light in. Stove and refrigerator stay. Please note that this was originally two units 
so a window A/C unit needs to be used upstairs. Tons of updates, ask to see the 

checklist! The backyard is perfect for cooking out with friends and family. There is a 
large deck attached to the back with a super unique summer kitchen! 2 car garage 

with large workshop and office w/air condition/heat within it. 

Affordable Housing! 3 Bdr, 2 
Bath. LaMoille  
REDUCED ......................... $34,900
Priced to Sell! 2 Bdr Maintenance 
Free One-Story SOLD ...... $55,000
4-Brd 2-Story w/1.5 Baths & 
1-Car Garage SOLD ......... $73,000
Vinyl sided Story and Half w/3 
Bdrs & 2 Baths  
REDUCED ......................... $70,000
Older 2-Story on 3.64 Acres 
needs TLC SOLD ............. $75,000   
2-Bdr. + Mst. Suite, 2-Baths near 
Downtown SOLD ............. $79,900
3 Bdr 2-Story w/Lots of Updates 
PENDING .......................... $89,900
2-Unit or convert back to room 
single family REDUCED .. $93,000
Brick 3 Bdr with lots of Charm 
and Updates PENDING .... $95,000
Vinyl Sided 3-Bdr Ranch w/full 
basement SOLD ............. $105,500
Nice 3 Bdr ranch w/2 Car Garage, 
Ogelsby SOLD ............... $109,900
A Must See!! 3 Bdr. ½ Story Full 
of Charm NEW ............... $139,900
2800 Sq. Ft. Tri-Level Northbrook 
Subd REDUCED ............. $139,900
Brick 3 bdr Ranch Lake Area in 
Lg Corner Lot SOLD ...... $159,900
Brick Cape Cod, 3 Bdrs, 2.5 
Baths, 2 Car Garage ...... $189,900
Country Charmer, 3Bdr,  
2.5 Baths ............................ CALL!!

LOTS/FARM LAND
5 Acre Building Lot, Northeast of 
Mendota ............................. CALL!!
Prime Building Lot on Char Lu 
Dr. Mendota   ..................... CALL!!
48.3 Acre Farm located  
Near I-39 ............................ CALL!!

 INCOME/COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY 

Presently Ice Cream Shop, lots 
of updates ......................... CALL!!
Updated Story Front w/3 Bdr apt 
upstairs ............................. $75,800
NEW!!!  Commercial Building 
Zoned Manufacturing: 
Warehouse 3750 sq.ft. Office 
1250 sq. ft. Storage Area  
1250 sq. ft .......................... CALL!!

WHILE OUR EVERYDAY 
BUSINESS PRACTICES HAVE 

CHANGED, WE HAVE NOT! 
HOMESTEAD REALTY IS STILL 

AVAILABLE TO ASSIST YOU 
BY CELLPHONE, EMAIL, OR 

APPOINTMENT.
WE ARE PRAYING FOR THE 

WELLNESS AND SAFETY FOR 
OUR COMMUNITY, STATE, 

NATION AND WORLD. AND WE 
SAY “THANK YOU!!” TO ALL 

HEALTHCARE AND ESSENTIAL 
WORKERS.

BUILDING LOT -  
BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY 
SUBDIVISION  ..............$19,900
BUILDING LOT – BRYANT 
WOODS SUBD. PRINCETON 
REDUCED .....................$33,000
MENDOTA - 3-4 BDRM - MAIN 
FLOOR LAUNDRY ........$67,900
MENDOTA – 3BDR, COZY 
RANCH SOLD ...............$79,900
CUTE RANCH – 3 BDR., 
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE  
PENDING ......................$89,900
LAMOILLE– 3 BDR., 1.5 
BATHS – LARGE LOT  
SOLD ............................ $92,500
NEW LISTING - 4BD, 2BA, 
LARGE LOT ................$136,000
MENDOTA - 4 BDR, 2 BA, 
LOVELY BACKYARD  
SOLD ...........................$144,900
BRICK RANCH, COUNTRY, 
APPROXIMATELY  
1.5 ACRES ................. $159,000
MENDOTA STONE RANCH 
HOME WITH 3 BDR, 3 
BA, HUGE GREAT ROOM 
PENDING ....................$167,900
MENDOTA - 3 BDRM - 2 BATH - 
2 CAR GARAGE  
PENDING ....................$178,000
PRISTINE RANCH, LAKE 
AREA, 3 BDRM., 3 BATH - 
MUST SEE REDUCED $209,900
MENDOTA - COUNTRY -  
4 BDRM - 2.5 BATHS -  
POOL ..........................$289,900
MENDOTA- CLASSIC, 5BDR, 
3+ BATHS, 
 MUST SEE ................ $339,900

1415 Meriden St., Mendota $95,500 Why rent when you 
can own your own home? This Beautiful 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
ranch style home is a short walk to Mendota Lake. Features 
an open floor plan, Eat-In Kitchen with Island, all kitchen 
appliances included, gas forced heat, laundry area, wall air 
conditioning in all the rooms. 1 Car garage with plenty of 
parking in the drive, shed to store all your tools in and a 
fenced in back yard. You don’t want to miss out on this one, 
call today to set up an appointment! Contingent upon seller 
finding a home of their choice! MOTIVATED SELLER!

164 W Penkins Road, Sublette $184,500 Looking 
for the Country, look no further! Pull up to the circle 
drive to this spacious 4 bedroom, (possible 5th 
bedroom converted to kitchen that can be a bedroom 
again) 3 bath, ranch style home is situated on 3.09 
Ac. Live in one side and Inlaw quarters on other, 2 
kitchens, outside buildings, 2 water hydrants, back 
deck overlooking property and a small pond.

SEE US ABOUT WOODHAVEN 
LAKES PROPERTIES!

MLS#10813436  $99,500  905 6th 
St. Mendota,   A very nice home 
that is move in ready.  Many updates 
have been done.  It has lots of charm 
and would make a great forever 
home.  3 bedrooms 2 bath.  Call for 
all the amenities.

STAY 
SAFE!

IF YOU CAN’T REACH US AT 
THE OFFICE PLEASE CALL JOE, 

MARTY, MELODY, SHARON, 
RYAN ON  OUR CELL PHONES....

FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL 
ESTATE NEEDS!!

CELL PHONE NUMBERS  
LISTED ABOVE.

MLS#10803738  622 Clark St. 
Marseilles, IL  $94,900.  This 
affordable 2 bedroom 1 bath on a 
corner lot will be sold “as is”.  Great 
open front porch.  14.16 deck in the 
backyard that is partially fenced 
in.  Hardwood floors, laundry room, 
bonus room.   Call for all amenities.

MLS# 10813275 $199,000 4444 
E. 1553rd Rd. Earlville   Unique!  
Octagon brick and cedar home on 
5.33 wooded acres with creek.  Very 
serene property.  3 bedroom 1 bath 
(2nd bath in basement)  Partially 
finished basement.  Fireplace and 
woodburner.  This home is being 

NEW

LISTING

NEW

LISTING

REDUCED

REDUCED

REDUCED

606 West Main St., Sublette $134,000 
Charming 2 bedroom 1 bathroom home in Sublette. 
Just updated with all new lavish flooring, windows, 
doors, trim, and so much more. Ask realtor for 
property checklist. Kitchen cabinets were just 
professionally refinished and the counter tops are 
NEW. Move in ready! You must see to appreciate 
its beauty. Call to set up an appointment today!

205 W 3rd St., Sublette $91,750
Lovely 2 bedroom, 1 bath, ranch style home in 
Sublette. Move in ready! Located right down the 
street from a park. This property makes for the 
perfect starter home or small family home! Features 
a beautiful kitchen with appliances and a well-lit cozy 
living room. The basement is an amazing space to 
make the perfect man cave or even convert into a 
3rd bedroom. 

314 N JEFFERSON AVE., AMBOY $180,000
Beautiful 4 bedroom, ranch style home comes with a 
pool and deck. If you are looking for the perfect home, 
this might be the one for you! Pride of Ownership shines 
throughout!  1 full bath and 2 3/4 bath.  Central air and 
forced air/gas heating. Large basement with multiple 
rooms/workshop area and a bathroom. The fenced in 
backyard and covered porch area are perfect for the hot 
Illinois summers. Also, included is a shed for storage.

CONTINGENT
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