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Hoping for a catch
After several days of cool, damp weather, the skies brightened up and the temperatures rose, which created
spectacular fishing conditions for these women at Lake Mendota on Sept. 13. The actual days of summer are
running out as the first day of Autumn is Tuesday, Sept. 22. (Reporter photo)

Farmers’ Almanac reveals winter forecast for Illinois

By KEVIN BESSLER
The Center Square
SPRINGFIELD - If you
are abeliever in the Farmers’
Almanac winter predictions,
you may not want to hear its
prediction for Illinois.
Thepublication, foundedin
1818, iscallingitthe “Winter of
the Great Divide,” forecasting
cold and snow in the north,
drought in the west, and wild
weather in the south. Illinois is
included in the cold and snowy
section of the country.
Managing editor Sandi
Duncan said a lot of factors
are considered when the al-
manac arrives at its weather
predictions.
“Along-term outlook that
is actually based on a math-
ematical and astronomical

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15-Oct. 15

formula,” Duncansaid. “The
formula was actually devised
back in 1818 by our found-
ing editor who correlated
different things like sunspot
activity, position of the plan-
ets and other factors.”

More widely accepted in
the scientific community is
the forecast from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. This year,
NOAA is forecasting average
temperatures for Illinois, but
more precipitationthannormal
from December to February.

If this winter will be any-
thing like the winter of 2014
inIllinois, the Department of
Transportation’s budget may
get stretched thin again. The
department’s yearly budget
is just over $5 billion, but
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during that winter, the agency
asked for an additional $47
million to cover overtime
costs, the temporary drivers
who assist with snow remov-
al, and fundsto coverthe cost
of additional road salt.

As for predicting the
weather, Duncan said the
Farmers’ Almanac has a

pretty good track record.

“We do kind of give an
overview of how we did
especially for the winter
because that seems to be the
all-important season ahead,
and people who follow our
forecast say we are about
80 to 85 percent accurate,”
Duncan said.

MENDOTA - Hispanic Heri-
tage Month, Sept. 15 to Oct. 15,
recognizes and celebrates the con-
tributions Americans tracing their
roots to Spain, Mexico, Central
America, South American and the
Spanish-speaking nations of the
Caribbean have made to American
society and culture.

The observance was bornin 1968
when Congress authorized the pres-
ident to issue an annual proclama-
tion designating National Hispanic
Heritage Week. The legislation was
sponsored by Rep. Edward R. Roy-
bal of Los Angeles and signed into
law that year by President Lyndon
Johnson. Just two decades later in
1988, lawmakers expanded it to a
month-long celebration, which was
signed into law by President Ronald
Reagan.

The timing is key. Hispanic

Heritage Month — like its shorter
precursor — always starts on Sept.
15, a historically significant day
that marks the anniversary of inde-
pendence of five Latin American
countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicara-
gua, who all declared independence
in 1821. The designated period is
also a nod to those from Mexico
and Chile, which celebrate their
independence on Sept. 16 and Sept.
18, respectively.

The following statistics are avail-
able thanks to the public’s invaluable
participationin U.S. Census Bureau
surveys. The Bureau appreciates the
information shared by each respon-
dent as they continuously count and
measure America’s people, places
and economy.

Did You Know?
60.6 million: The Hispanic

population of the United States
as of July 1, 2019 is 60.6 million,
making people of Hispanic origin
the nation’s largest ethnic or racial
minority. Hispanics constituted 18.5
percent of the nation’s total popula-
tion. (U.S. Census Bureau)

12: There were 12 states with
a population of 1 million or more
Hispanic residents in 2019 — Ari-
zona, California, Colorado, Florida,
Georgia, [llinois, New Jersey, New
Mexico, New York, North Caroli-
na, Pennsylvania and Texas. (U.S.
Census Bureau)

29.8: The median age of the
Hispanic populationis 29.8, up from
27.31n2010. (U.S. Census Bureau)

Medal of Honor: The Medal
of Honor has been awarded to 61

See Hispanic, Page A5
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Illinois’ unemployment
problems persist nearly

6 months into pandemic
4 1.4 million people have filed since March

By GREG BISHOP
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD — Prob-
lems with unemployment in
Illinois continue to mount
nearly six months into the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
state lawmakers are demand-
ing a seat at the table to find
solutions.

An economist says un-
employment will continue
to trend downward, but it’s
going to be driven by con-
sumer confidence.

The U.S. Department of
Laboron Sept. 10reportedan
additional 23,300 Illinoisans
filed for initial unemploy-
ment claims last week,
nearly 2,900 fewer than the
week before. There have
been more than 1.4 million
Illinoisans who have filed
for initial unemployment
benefits since the beginning
of March.

“The No. 1 constituent
service request I get right
now is help with unemploy-
ment, help with housing,”
said state Rep. Sonya Harper,
D-Chicago.

State Sen. Don DeWitte,
R-St. Charles, highlighted
constituents who’ve had a
series of problems getting
benefits they’re owed.

Sue Sloan was let go from
her job at a gym. She got
unemployment benefits for
months, but was later told she
had to pay them back and she
can’t get anyone at the state
to explain what’s happening.

“Idon’tknow how I’'m go-
ing to make a $700 payment
every month,” Sloan said.
“But suddenly I’m going to.
Or come up with $7,000 to
pay [the state].”

DeWitte said the Pritzker
administration has failed
Sloan and other constituents
across the state by not antic-
ipating the need when it shut

-

down sectors of the economy.
Hesaid the frustration grows
every day the legislature is
left out of helping to solve
the problem.

“How about including the
Legislature in this process,
and appreciating and respect-
ing the constitution of this
state, which does have three
branches of government?”
DeWitte said.

The state has also failed
to address the issue of the
employer-funded unemploy-
ment trust fund that could
have up to an $8 billion
deficit, DeWitte said.

“I'havenever been critical
of the governor for taking
the aggressive measures he’s
taken in regards to masking
and distancing and the clo-
sure orders,” DeWitte said.
“But seven months in...
getting the economy open
back up would certainly put
peopleback to work and feed
the revenue streams.”

DeWitte said everyone
is going to approach this
differently.

“We are at the point
where there are those who
chose to be careful to pro-
tect themselves and prevent
the spread, and there is that
percentage of the population
thathave decided they’re not
going to deal with it in that

See Unemployment, Page A5
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Soaking in the sun
A flock of geese meander along the
shore while others enjoy a swim
in Lake Mendota during a warm,
sun-splashed late summer day.
The countdown is on for the final
days of summer 2020 as the first
day of Autumn is Tuesday, Sept.
22.The September equinox marks
the moment the Sun crosses the
celestial equator — the imaginary
line in the sky above the Earth’s
equator — from north to south.
The Sun shines directly on the
Equator and the length of day and
night is nearly equal. (Reporter
photo)

National Day of
Prayer and Fastmg

September 24, 20200

i

For God’s mercy on our land and the healing and conversion of our hearts.

JOIN HoLy CRoOSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
. - ./AS WE PAUSE AND REFLECT - .
ON THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 248
“IN A NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER & FASTING

SCHEDULE OF THE DAY’S EVENTS
A clean heart create for me, © God,

+ and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 6:00 a.m. ~ Adoration of the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar
7:00 a.m. ~ Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. ~ Adoration in
the main church
t 1:30 p.m. ~ The Holy Rosary ~
Reflecting on the public life & ministry of
Jesus Christ in the Luminous Mysteries
3:00 p.m. ~ The Divine Mercy Chaplet

T 6:00 p.m. ~ Adoration of the Most

My sacrifice, © God, is a contrite
spirit; a heart contrite and humbled,
© God, you will not spurn.
Psalm 51: 12, 19

Our nation, and our world is hurting.
We are seeking to petition our Triune
God through a sacrifice of prayer and s ¥
fasting for one day; to ask for peace in
our world, areturn to living as peaceful
children of God. We ask gur Eord for RIS
unity rather than division. t 7:00 p.m. ~ Holy Sacrifice of the Mass

» For more information go to: mendotacatholic.org »
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Stockman’s Assoc. announces 2020
Win-A-Show-Animal Essay Contest

LA SALLE COUNTY - Applications are now being ac-
cepted for the 2020 LaSalle County Stockman’s Association
Essay Contest. The Stockman’s “Win-A-Show Animal”
contest is open to any LaSalle County 4-H member, a resi-
dent exhibiting at the 2020 LaSalle County Junior Fair, or a
member of a LaSalle County FFA Chapter.

To apply, an applicant must write no longer than a 350-
word, typed essay on the theme “Why I Want to Win-A-
Show-Animal.” Applicants must be specific to the species
they are writing about and choose from one of the following
four: Beef, Swine, Sheep or Goat.

Each applicant must apply specifically to win one of the
four species (beef, swine, sheep or goat) and the contest winner
will have their choice of either a market animal or breeding

See ESSAY, Page A4

4-H Fall Expansion & Review welcomes input

MENDOTA - Anyone involved in or in-
terested in 4-H is welcome to join the 2020
Fall 4-H Expansion & Review Committee
meeting on Thursday, Oct. 8. For everyone’s
safety this year, the meeting will be on Zoom
at 6:30 p.m. To register, please contact Beth
Dellatori (information below) or your coun-

ty’s 4-H program coordinator.

Once registered, participants will receive
a link via e-mail on the morning of Oct. 8 to
join the evening program.

The 4-H Expansion and Review Com-

See 4-H, Page A3
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Window washers

The Imagine Mendota group washed the first-floor windows of buildings on Illinois
Avenue on Sept. 13. Some of the group members taking part, left to right, are Lee
Stocking, Bill Hein and Janet Shirey. This was the group’s only fundraiser of the year.
Imagine Illinois approached the city and performed the project for half the price the
city had projected it would cost, which saved the city money and secured some income
for Imagine Mendota. (Photo contributed)

ENGLERT
cafCiuard® .-
clog-free gutter solutlonl*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

eafGuard#
815-673-7216

\ Call Today for Your
s FREE Estimate!
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*Does not include cost of material. Expires 9/30/20. **To be eligible for this promotion, the participant's estimated job cost
must be at least $7883. The advertised payment of $99 a month is an estimate only, and assumes that third-party financing
is available for new customers at an estimated 9.99% annual percentage rate for 132 months. Promotion available to qualified
buyers on approved credit with 599 down payment. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher annual percentage rates apply for
buyers with lower credit ratings. LeafGuard is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by third-party lenders
unaffiliated with LeafGuard, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all of which
are subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are
estimates only. LeafGuard does not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to
lenders interested in financing its customers. Expires 9/30/20. "All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per

. household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years

~ of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together.
Participants must have a photo 10, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following

' persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family £

© members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or

~ greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 21

* days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not
sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.
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Top 10 Reasons to
Finance With
Eureka Savings Bank

1 Knowledgeable Lenders!
You can find a friendly face to help you in LaSalle, Mendota & Peru. Se habla
espafiol.

2 Quality Service!

Our lenders are backed by an incredible team of processors.

3 Local Service!
All our loans are held and serviced at Eureka Savings Bank.

4 Quick Turnaround!
We pride ourselves on being able to offer fast closings.

5 Low Origination Fees!
Eureka charges $475.00 for our origination fee or $225.00 if you are a first time
homebuyer!
We collect a separate $375.00 appraisal deposit at the time of application.

6 In House Closings!
No additional closing fee. Just
one more way we are saving you
money!!

7 Less than 20% down?
No problem!

We can do a mortgage with as little as 5%
down if you qualify for private mortgage
insurance.

8 We are not credit score driven!
We do not base our interest rates or loan
approval solely on your credit scores.

You are a person, with a name, not just a
number.

9 Online Applications!
We offer easy online applications for you to
fill out at your leisure and one of our
lenders will contact you within 24
hours!

10 Easy Construction

Loans!

We offer a one-time
closing, locked in interest
rate,construction to
permanent financing.

fmeéa.faomgw

BAN

We are your #1
Mortgage Lender!

Our customers voted us #1 for a reason.
Come find out for yourself why they chose us!

MEMBER

FDIC
250 Marquette St. 1300 13th Ave. 101 N. Columbia Ave. 2959 Peoria St.
LaSalle, IL 61301 Mendota, IL 61342 Ogleshy, IL 61348 Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-0700 Ph. 539-5656 Ph. 883-3354 Ph. 223-9400

www.eurekasavings.com
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Extension offers virtual program
on ‘Landscaping for Birds’

MENDOTA - Join a live
virtual presentation, “Land-
scaping for Birds” hosted by
the McNabb Public Library
and presented by University
of Illinois Extension Master
Gardener volunteer Natalie
Martin. The event will take
place on Wednesday, Sept.
23 at 6:30 p.m.

Find out what plants to
use in your garden to help
supportavibrantand healthy
local bird population. Martin
will discuss different plants,
shrubs, and trees that can be
used, as well as some best

practices when attracting
birds. Afterward, partic-
ipants will be able to ask
questions via live-chat.

This program is free and
open to the public in an easy-
to-use virtual format. E-mail
Cheryl Young at the Mc-
Nabb Library at cyoung@
putnamcountylibrary.org for
information or visit https://
putnamcountylibrary.org/ to
access the Zoom link.

For questions, contact
Meg E. Overocker at meo@
illinois.edu or call the county
office at (815) 433-0707.

HSTP to meet remotely Sept. 25

OTTAWA - The Human Services Transportation Plan
(HSTP) - Region 3 - Transportation Committee (Bureau,
DeKalb, Grundy, Kendall, LaSalle, Lee, Ogle, and Putnam
counties) will take place on Friday, Sept. 25 at 10 a.m. The
meeting will be held remotely due to COVID-19. Individuals
with an interest in public transportation are strongly encour-
aged to participate, especially human service organizations
serving individuals who use public transportation. If you
would like further information please e-mail info@ncicg.org.

HSTP identifies transportation needs and develops solu-
tions to improve transportation services for the general public.
An emphasis is placed on seniors, people with disabilities,
individuals with lower incomes, and veterans.

For more information about NCICG, HSTP, or if special
accommodations are needed, contact Lisa Lau at (815)

433-5830.

Continued from Page A2

mittee is made up of youth
and adults who examine
the programming in each of
the county’s 4-H programs.
Together, they review and
brainstorm ways to make
local 4-H programs better
and stronger, to expand, to
serve community partners,
agencies, school and commu-
nities and to increase youth

involvement. The committee
has seen firsthand how 4-H
programs positively impact
the lives of both youth and
adults when all ages partner
together.

For more information or
questions, contact Beth Del-
latori, Youth Development
Educator with University of
Illinois Extension, at (815)
224-0889 or by e-mail at
bethS@illinois.edu.

CARL'S QUIZ

What is it impossible to do with your
eyes open? (Hint: It’s not sleeping.)

-

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Newborn Dalma-
tion puppies are white. They will have most of their
spots after around four weeks.

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at
www.mendotareporter.com

-

Walnut
Grove
Farm’s fall
concerts
scheduled

KNOXVILLE -
Historic Walnut Grove
Farm will begin a fall
concert series on Sat-
urday, Sept. 19 with
“Musical Outings” with
the Knox Galesburg
Symphony Chamber
Quartet in the barn.
Other Musical Outings
concerts are scheduled
for Sept. 26 and Oct. 4.

Then on Oct. 10,
the Farm’s Tiny Barn
Concerts will begin fea-
turing David Berchtold
playing finger-picking
Piedmont and Coun-
try Blues, and Paul
Hamilton, pop guitarist,
composer and producer.

OnOct. 24, Carol and
Gabriel Trulson with
friends, “Blue Room

See FARM, Page A4

Village Board

Meeting

The Paw Paw Village
Boardmeton Sept. 9. Several
upcoming activities were
discussed.

Senior Exercise resumed
on Sept. 14 and will continue
on Mondays and Thursdays
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Monthly Bingo will be
held at the Veterans’ Park
Pavilion on Sept. 16 from
1-3 p.m., weather permit-
ting. Bingo will return to the
usual schedule of the second
Wednesday of each month
starting Oct. 14.

Halloween will be cele-
brated on Saturday, Oct. 31.
Trick-or-Treating hours in
Paw Paw will be from 4-7
p.m. Masks, either costume
or standard-health ones,
should be worn. If you will
be available to give out can-
dy, please leave your porch

OSF Children’s Hospital NICU
part of nationwide read-a-thon

PEORIA - Even the smallest child can
benefit from someone reading to them, in-
cluding babies born prematurely. Reading
helps babies with neuro-development and
language skills and is a positive experience for
families, helping to give a sense of normalcy
of being a parent, even when their child may
be facing medical challenges.

“Thatreally is a greatbonding moment, not
only for them to get neuro-development, but
also for families to be able to bond and interact
with their baby, even for the most premature
babies,” explains Kristopher Rosburg, MD,
neonatologist with OSF HealthCare Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Illinois in Peoria.

September is Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit (NICU) Awareness month. As part of
the observances, the NICU at OSF Children’s
Hospital of Illinois is joining approximately
45 other NICUs across the country partic-
ipating in a nationwide read-a-thon from
Sept. 14-24.

The ultimate goal of the friendly competi-
tion is to encourage reading by families and
staffto the smallest patients at OSF Children’s
Hospital with an expectation of reading to
each infant in the unit each day.

“There’re numerous opportunities for
the staff here to be reading as well as for the
families, and our hope is that over the course
of'this read-a-thon every baby would be able
to go home with a book, as well as have
families bring in their own favorite book to

—

read to their child as well,” says Dr. Rosburg.

Donations by physicians and neonatal
nursing staff have funded the initial purchase
of books. Organizers hope to collect enough
books from throughout the community so that
every NICU infant will go home with a book
as a reminder for families of their positive
experience in the NICU at OSF Children’s
Hospital.

“The family, even though being in the
NICU was a very hard time and very stress-
ful for a lot of families, that they could have
something to reflect on that was a positive -
‘when you were so tiny I read you this book.’
Andthatcanbe part ofthatchild’s life forever
as a thing to remember Children’s Hospital
and their NICU.”

Due to COVID-19 infection concerns, all
books donated must be new. Members of the
community can learn more about making a
donation by calling (309) 624-0629.

PAW PAW NEWS

lights on.

Seven Day Forecast In-Depth Forecast Regional Cities

Wednesday we will see sunny skies Wednesday ~ Thursday
Wednesday with a high temperature of 79°, City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx
. .Sunny . humidity of 59%. Southwest Winq 5 Aurora 80/58 s 76/48 s
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Local UV Index National Weather Summary This Week
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UV Index
0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate,
6-7: High, 8-10: Very High,
11+: Extreme Exposure

www.WhatsOurWeather.com
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> The Northeast will see mostly clear skies with the highest temperature
~ of 83 in Evansville, Ind. The Southeast will experience partly to

7 mostly cloudy skies with isolated showers and thunderstorms, highest
A~ temperature of 92 in Weston, Fla. The central United States will see

mostly clear to partly cloudy skies with the highest temperature of 90
in Pasadena, Texas. In the Northwest there will be partly cloudy skies with the highest
temperature of 90 in Lewiston, Idaho. The Southwest will see mostly clear skies with
the highest temperature of 108 in Coachella, Calif.

Weather History

Sept. 17, 1965 - A storm produced a band

A F-1 tornado has wind

Sept. 16, 1989 Showers  and
thunderstorms, representing what

of heavy snow across parts

of Wyoming.

speeds of?

remained of Hurricane Octave, brought

®  Jocally heavy rains to California, impeding
the drying process for raisins and other
crops. Sacramento, Calif. was soaked with
1.53 inches of rain insix hours.

ydur zy1 03 ¢/ 21amsuy

Totals of 23 inches at Rawlins and 20.7
inches at Lander easily surpassed previous
snowfall record totals for so early in
the season.

Brought to you each week by:

Swneta Savi;

BANK

S [dic

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

There will be village
trustee and president seats
open next year. If someone
wishes to be put on the
spring ballot, please pick up
an application at the village
clerk’s office after Sept. 21.
Petitions must be submitted
between Dec. 14-21.

Lions Club

The Paw Paw Lions Club
expressed their appreciation
to everyone who participated
intheir drive-thru parade and
meal. Over 600 dinners were
sold. They also thanked those
who purchased raffle tickets.
The supportis greatly appre-
ciated in this most unusual
year. The Lions hope to see
everyone back on the park
ground next year for the 75th

annual Lions’ Labor Day
Celebration.

Winners of the Lions Club
Raffle were congratulated.
They include Tamera Mur-
ray, Amy Shaddick, Ashley
Clayton, Kevin Fuss, Lloyd
Pohl, Michelle Dyer, Gene
Schinnzer, Dean Powers,
Jessica Olson, Mage Brink,
Joe Vivan, Steve Early and
Mike Tarr. The 50/50 winner
was Renee Parker.

The Lions Club accepts
the following items for re-
cycling: ink jet cartridges,
toner cartridges, metal keys,
aluminum pull tabs, cell
phones, phone chargers and
cables, strings of Christmas
lights, electrical cords. For
more info contact Paw Paw

LionKevinLarimoreat(815)
793-4650.

Blood Drive

The Paw Paw Community
Blood Drive will be held on
Thursday, Sept. 17 from 1-6
p.m. at the Paw Paw gymna-
sium, 511 Chapman St. For
an appointment, call Dawn
at (815) 257-1974 or visit
redcrossblood.org.

Children’s Books

The Lee County Health
Department is looking for
new or gently used books
appropriate for children ages
0-5. Please call LCHD at
(815) 284-3371 if you have
any questions. Books may be
dropped off at the Paw Paw
Public Library.

4 .
Your hometown news online

at www.mendotareporter.com
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Keeping you informed...
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Mary Frances Bierwirth

MENDOTA - Mary Frances
Bierwirth, 89, of Mendota passed
away Sept. 7,2020 at Aperion Care,

Marseilles.

Funeral services were held at
11 a.m. on Sept. 10 at the Merritt
Funeral Home, Mendota with Rev.
Susan Presley officiating. Burial
was at Restland Cemetery, Mendota.
Visitation was for one hour prior to
services. Face masks were required

for entrance.

Frances was born Dec. 8, 1930 in Elizabethtown, Ky. to
William Henry and Mary Elizabeth (Gardner) Farmer. She
married Richard Bierwirth on June 24, 1978. He preceded

her in death in 2011.

Survivors include one son, Harold Brown of Douglasville,
Ga., five grandchildren and several great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband
and two daughters, Brenda and Lois.

Frances was a member of First Presbyterian Church,
Mendota. She enjoyed flowers and visiting with her friends.

Memorials may directed to First Presbyterian Church.

FEMA provides $9.8 million to
Illinois Emergency Management

CHICAGO - The U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security’s Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) announced today
that $9.8 million in federal
funding has been made avail-
able to the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency
(IEMA) for costs associated
with the deployment ofteams
of temporary healthcare
workers to state-operated
long-term care facilities in
response to the COVID-19
pandemic.

This grant funding is
part of the recovery ef-
forts for the federal disaster
declaration of March 26.
This funding will reimburse
IEMA for costs incurred in
conjunction with the Illinois
Department of Public Health
to deploy teams of tempo-
rary healthcare workers for
supplemental clinical staff,
and to perform measures to
manage, control and reduce
threats to public health and
safety at long-term care fa-
cilities throughout the state.

“FEMA’s Public Assis-
tance Program is an import-
antresource for communities
affected by COVID-19,”
said Kevin M. Sligh, act-
ing regional administrator,
FEMARegion5. “This grant
funding has helped ensure
critical medical services are
available across Illinois to
help combat this virus.”

“As the pandemic spread

throughout the nation, the
State of Illinois builtarobust
medical reserve corps to en-
sure a quick and expedient
response to meet the needs
ofourresidents,” said [IEMA
DirectorAlicia Tate-Nadeau.
“We are eternally grateful
for these skilled and expe-
rienced healthcare workers
who served on the frontlines
during uncertain times to
care for some of our most
vulnerable residents and
provide essential training
and assistance to facilities
throughout our state.”

The Public Assistance
Program funding will be ad-
ministered by [IEMA. FEMA
providesa 75 percent federal
share of eligible reimburs-
able expenses for this proj-
ect. The federal share of the
FEMA grant is $9,843,567
with the remaining amount
paid by IEMA.

FEMA’s Public Assis-
tance Program provides
funding to local government
jurisdictions and eligible
private non-profits for the
repair, replacement, or res-
toration of disaster-damaged
infrastructure as well as
costs incurred for debris
removal, disaster cleanup
and emergency actions taken
to protect lives or property.

To learn more, visit FE-
MA’s website at https://
www.fema.gov/public-as-
sistance-local-state-tribal-
and-non-profit.
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Rodolfo Escatel

MENDOTA - Rodolfo Escatel,
75, of Mendota passed away Sept.
7,2020 at OSF St. Francis Medical
Center, Peoria.

Private family Mass of Christian
Burial was held at 10:30 a.m. on
Sept. 10 at Holy Cross Church with
Rev. Peter Pilon officiating. Burial
followed at Holy Cross Cemetery.
Wasmer Funeral Home was privi-
leged to assist the family. :

Rodolfo was born in Totatiche, Jalisco, Mexico to Panfilo
and Maria Cruz (Castaneda) Escatel. He married Luz Elena
Rosales in May of 1969 in Totatiche, Mexico.

Survivors include his wife of Mendota; 12 sons, Panfilo
(Victoria) Escatel of Mendota, Rodolfo Escatel Jr. of Mendota,
Avel (Yoana) Escatel of Mendota, Patricio (Patricia) Escatel
of Mendota, Arturo (Fatima) Escatel of Mendota, Antonio
Escatel of Mendota, Carlos (Erica) Escatel of Mendota, An-
dres (Nancy) Escatel of Mendota, Juan Escatel of Mendota,
Isidro (Carrie) Escatel of Mendota, Jose (Skye) Escatel of
Mendota and Estevan Escatel of Mendota; three daughters,
Estela (Gustavo) Garcia of Rochelle, Irma (Jeremy) Escatel
Bantista of Bloomington and Marivel Escatel of Schaumburg;
36 grandchildren; one great-grandchild; one brother, Luis
(Guadalupe) Escatel of Mendota; and one sister, Herminia
(Rogelio) Magallanes of LaSalle.

He was preceded in death by his parents; three brothers,
Rutilio Escatel, Jose Maria Escatel and Reyes Escatel; and
two sisters, Rosario Escatel and Juventina Godina.

During his work career, Rodolfo was a welder at Mayrath
for many years until his retirement. He was amember of Holy
Cross Church, Mendota. He was loved by many. He made
many sacrifices for others throughout his life and had a beau-
tiful character. He will continue to be a strong inspiration for
his loved ones for eternity. His wife, children and all family
will miss him dearly, but the memories will live on forever.

Memorials may be directed to the family.

Condolences may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Ruth B. Locke

MENDOTA - Ruth B. Locke,
86, of Mendota passed away Sept.
7, 2020 in her home.

Memorial services were held
at 11 a.m. on Sept. 12 at Victory
Baptist Church, Mendota with
Preacher Ian Rawson and Rev. Jay
Miller officiating. Lunch followed.
Visitation was for one hour prior to
services at the church. Burial will
be private at Precinct Cemetery,
Earlville at later date. Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota han-
dled the arrangements.

Ruth was born April 28, 1934 in Earlville to Andrew and
Bodil (Lundgren) Nelson.

Survivors include three daughters, Shirley (Michael)
Cox, Donna (Steven) Trost and Barbara (Sally) Ridley;
eight grandchildren Tim Locke, Andrew Rawson, Ian
(Stephanie) Rawson, Krystle (Tiara) Rawson, Aaron Grace,
Jenna (Daniel) Hough, Brad Trost and Zac Trost; and seven
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents.

Before retirement, Ruth worked at Sullivan’s Bakery in
Mendota for many years. Prior to that she was a beautician,
worked at a Western Factory Outlet, did plaster and sewing
and worked at Conco/Interlake.

Memorials may be directed to Illinois Valley Animal
Rescue.
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Gary Bauer

OREGON - Gary Bauer, 74, of
Oregon passed away in his home on
Sept. 12, 2020.

A memorial Mass will be held at 1
p.m. on Friday, Sept. 18 at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help Church, Sublette
with Rev. Randy Fronek officiating.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
masks and social distancing measures
are required including placing a hand
over your heart in place of hugging
and handshakes. Burial will follow at St. Mary’s Cemetery
in Sublette.

Gary was born Feb. 17, 1946 in Mendota to Gilbert and
Virginia (Bell) Bauer, the oldest of four children. He married
Cathy Bonnell on April 17, 1971 in Dixon.

Survivors include his wife of Oregon; his canine com-
panion, Bella; two daughters, Melissa and Amy of Madison,
Wis.; two brothers, Warren (Sandy) and George, both of
Mendota; a sister, Kathy Knowlton of LaMoille; and many
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his beloved parents.

Gary grew up and farmed in West Brooklyn. He attended
school in Shaw Station, Compton and Mendota, where he
was a member of FFA. He enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and
served in Vietnam at the Tuy Hoa Air Base as a jet engine
mechanic in 1968 and 1969. After returning from Vietnam,
he met Cathy and they married in 1971. They raised their
daughters in Compton. After their daughters moved away for
college, Gary and Cathy moved to Oregon, I1l. He worked for
several decades at Swift & Company (later Rochelle Hormel
Foods) and prior to his retirement, he worked at Northern
[llinois University. He enjoyed taking care of his lawn, lov-
ing his many schnauzers over the years, and watching auto
auctions and sports (specifically, Cubs baseball and college
football) on television with his dog, Bella on his lap. He
loved old time rock and roll music and Coca-Cola. He was
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If you know where this
scene is located in Mendota,
write the answer briefly and
concisely on a slip of paper
and drop it off or mail it
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a loving husband, father, brother and son.
Memorial donations in Gary’s name may be gifted to the
Oregon EMT/Fire Department.

ISBE seeks community input
on state funding for education

SPRINGFIELD — The
Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation (ISBE) is asking edu-
cators, parents, students, and
community organizations
to give their input on state
funding for public education.
ISBE is accepting testimony
inwriting and at three virtual
budget hearings in October.

ISBE wants to hear from
communities across the state
about what investments will
best supportstudent learning,
improve learning conditions,
and elevate educators, espe-
cially as schools continue
to face the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

State Superintendent of
Education Dr. Carmen I.
Ayala said now, more than
ever, weneed school leaders,
classroom teachers, parents,
and community advocates to
suggest what investments
would make the biggest
difference for their students.

The input ISBE receives
will inform the agency’s ad-
vocacy for equitable funding
for all students in fiscal year
2022.

Participants must submit
their testimony in writing by
completing the online form
at www.isbe.net/budget.
People are welcome to also
speak at a virtual budget
hearing; equal consideration
will be given to all testimony.

Virtual hearings:

*4-7p.m. Oct. 7 (Register
by 11:59 p.m., Oct. 4)

* 1-4 p.m. Oct. 14 (Reg-
ister by 11:59 p.m., Oct. 11)

* 1-4 p.m. Oct. 16 (Reg-
ister by 11:59 p.m., Oct. 11)

Find Wi-Fihotspots state-
wide atwww.ildceo.net/wifi
foranyone needing access to
participate virtually.

For captioning or transla-
tionservices, call (217) 782-
2221 or TTY/TDD at (217)
782-1900 two weeks prior.

Continued from Page A2

stock from that species to be
determined by the winnerand
individual sponsor.

The winner of each breed
is required to show their ani-
mal ateitherthe 2021 LaSalle
County Junior Fair or the
2021 Section 7 FFA Fair. No
more than one species will be
awarded to an individual in
a year, therefore applicants
must submit only one essay
application. Individuals may
only win a species one time.

The following breeders
have donated animals for the
2020 essay contest:

Steer/Heifer - Lukach
Family, Streator

Wether/Ewe - Jacob
Black, Streator

Barrow/Gilt - Lance
Moritz, Streator

Goat Wether/Doe - Wood-

side Farm/Robson Family
Marseilles

Applicants need to submit
a copy of their essay, along
with parent/guardian ap-
proval and a complete essay
application form. In order to
bejudged, the entriesneed to
be postmarked no later than,
Thursday, Oct. 15. Please
submit applications to: La-
Salle County Stockman’s
Association, P. O. Box 853,
Streator, IL 61364.

Winners of the essay
contest will be announced
at the 2020 LaSalle County
Stockman’s Harvest Re-
wards Banquetin November.
Please note, winners will be
notified and must be present
at the banquet to win. For
more information, please
visit the Stockman Facebook
page or contact any Stock-
man member.

We can help.

MEYERS
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Hispanic

Continued from Page A1

people of Hispanic heritage.
(Wikipedia)

College Experience:
About 41 percent of U.S.
Hispanic adults ages 25 and
older had at least some col-
lege experience in 2018, up
from36 percentin2010. The
share who have a bachelor’s
degree or more education
also increased during this
period, from 13 percent to
17 percent. (Pew Research
Center)

English Proficiency: In
2018, 71 percent of Latinos
ages 5 and older spoke En-
glish proficiently, up from
59 percent in 2000. U.S.-
born Latinos are driving this
growth, as their share on this
measure has grown from 81
percent to 90 percent during
this time. By comparison, 37
percent of Latino immigrants
spoke English proficiently in
2018, a percentage that has
increased only slightly since
1980. (Pew Research Center)

U.S.Citizens: As0f2018,
about 80 percent of Latinos
living in the country are U.S.
citizens, up from 74 percent
in 2010. This includes peo-
ple born in the U.S. and its
territories (including Puerto
Rico), people born abroad
to American parents and
immigrants who have be-
come naturalized citizens.
Among the origin groups,
virtually all Puerto Ricans
are U.S. citizens. Spaniards
(91 percent), Panamanians
(89 percent) and Mexicans
(80 percent) have some
of the highest citizenship
rates, while Hondurans (53
percent) and Venezuelans
(51 percent) have the lowest
rates. (Pew Research Center)

Unemployment

Continued from Page A1

fashion,” DeWitte said. “The
thought process is we should
open up and there will be
those who chose to be smart
and those who don’t may
suffer the consequences.”

CATO Institute econo-
mist Jeffrey Miron agreed.

“There’s a ton of het-
erogeneity across people,”
Miron said. “Not everyone
behaves the same way in
response to either the threat
of the virus or in response to
the policies.”

Miron said consumer
confidence is going to be a
major factor in getting back
to low unemployment levels.
He said one thing that could
power an economic recovery
ishavingavaccineavailable.

City Burn

Ordinance

MENDOTA - It is un-
lawful to burn any materials
other than small and dried
quantities of branches,
leaves, weeds or grass at
any time. The burning of
any material such as rubber,
tires, leather, tar paper, old
batteries or any material
that emits an offensive odor
when burned is unlawful
within the city limits of
Mendota.

Limited amounts of yard
waste material may be
burned provided the ma-
terial is dry and does not
create an offensive odor,
nuisance or fire hazard due
to excessive high winds.
Combustible yard waste
material may be kindled
from 10 a.m. through 4 p.m.
on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays only. All fires
must be constantly tended
by a competent person,
until such fire is properly
extinguished. The continued
smoldering of slow-burning
combustible yard waste
after 4 p.m. is a nuisance
and anyone kindling such
a fire that will emit obnox-
ious odors after 4 p.m. will
be considered performing
an unlawful act. Burning
on Sunday by commercial
establishments shall be
considered an unlawful act.

Child welfare officials say they’re coping during pandemic

\
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By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD — Child
welfare officials in Illinois
told a panel of state law-
makers Sept. 14 that the
COVID-19 pandemic has
hindered but not completely
prevented their efforts to
monitor children at risk of
abuse or neglect.

“Without question, the
pandemic has been and con-
tinues to be extremely chal-
lenging for all of us, both per-
sonally and professionally,”
Marc Smith, acting director
of'the Illinois Department of
Children and Families, told a
Senate panel during a virtual
meeting. “Buteveryone who
works for, or in partnership
withus has kept their eyes on
our mission to keep children
safe.”

Smith said one of the first
things DCFS did wastomove
its child abuse reporting
hotline, officially known as
the State Central Register, to
aremote environment so that
employees could answer the
phones from their homes.

Gayle Hopper, who man-
ages the hotline, said the
people who answer those
phones have been working
remotely since March 23.

“The hotline today con-
tinues to work remotely and
staff are working from home
every day,” Hopper said.

Hopper noted that there
was a sharp decline in the
number of reports received
from “mandatory reporters”
— which are licensed pro-
fessionals such as teachers
and health care workers
who are required by law to
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Child welfare officials in Illinois say the pandemic has hindered but not completely
prevented their efforts to monitor children at risk of abuse or neglect.

report cases of suspected
abuse or neglect—especially
during the early weeks of the
pandemic.

In response, she said,
agency officials reached out
to members of the American
Pediatrics Association and to
the Illinois State Board of
Education to instruct doctors
and teachers about how to
report to the hotline, even
when they were only seeing
children remotely.

By July and August, she
said, call volume began to
pickupagain, evenexceeding
the numbers reached during
the same months in 2019,
even though the total number
of calls this year is about 18
percent lower than last year.

“This can be attributed
to the increase of reporting
by law enforcement, by the

steady reporting of medical
professionals, and the com-
munity observing orreporting
first-hand information of
child maltreatment,” she said.

Mike Lubelfeld, superin-
tendent of the North Shore
School District 112 in High-
land Park, said the pandemic
has been challenging for
teachers and others who
were only able to meet their
students remotely this spring.
But he said his district has
come up with other solutions.

“Just out of an abundance
of caution, we literally had
secretaries, social workers,
teacher’s aides and a family
specialistdouble-checkingin
with children and families,
just to make sure everybody
was okay,” he said. “So I’'m
not going to say we’ve had
no findings (of abuse or

neglect). We have had less.
Part of it is because we don’t
have control, so to speak, of
the kids being with us, but
I think that our families do
work with us.”

Officials with private
agencies that provide child
welfare services on contract
with DCFS said they have
faced similar challenges.

Bill Steinhauser, presi-
dent and CEO of Bethany
for Children and Families,
a social service agency that
serves the Quad Cities area,
said case workers at that
agency are doing what they
can to stay in contact with
families.

“They basically are stay-
ing in contact through either
FaceTime or Google Meet,
but also going out, directly
talking to families, practicing

[llino1s pension debt climbs as pandemic hits funds

By COLE LAUTERBACH
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD - Illinois’ public
pensions, long underfunded by law-
makers, are beginning to show just
how much of a financial hit they took
during the pandemic.

A report from Moody’s Investors
Service estimates Illinois’ pension
liability will spike to $261 billion in
2020, up from $230 billion inthe 2019
fiscal year. Moody’s said the increase
was because of acombination of lower
interest rates and investment losses.
That state has estimated its pension
liabilities to beabout $137 billion. The
funds are around 40 percent funded,
one of the lowest funding ratios in
the nation.

The Teachers Retirement System
of Illinois, responsible for public
teacher retirements outside of Chi-

cago Public Schools, is the largest
of the five. It announced last week
that it outperformed many other
public pension systems during the
economic turbulence but are still
estimating a return of 0.52 percent
return on assets that totaled $54.2
billion in January.

“Everyone took a hit during the
pandemic,” TRS Interim Executive
Director Stan Rupnik said. “But the
investmentstrategies we have inplace
limited losses and have allowed us
to prudently rebuild the portfolio’s
value.”

The state’s pensions assume a
7 percent return annually. In years
like this, the difference isn’t paid by
taxpayers, rather just added to the
total estimate of expected liabilities.

“This is going to be counted as an
actuarial loss because it’s below that

actuarial assumption,” said actuary
Mary Pat Campbell, who maintains
a popular blog on public pensions.
“When you do the roll-forward of
the unfunded liability, from 2019 to
2020, that’s going to count as a loss,
as well as other things that may count
as a loss.”

TRS, and the other four state
funds, are largely-funded by tax-
payers via state appropriations. Ac-
tuaries estimate the cost to properly
fund them equals nearly half of the
state’s entire annual budget but law-
makers follow a contribution plan
that gradually increases annually.
The current contributions account
for around 20 percent of the state’s
annual budget.

Public pension funds are paid for
by taxpayers and partly paid into by
future pensioners.
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social distancing and wear-
ing a mask. It’s kept them all
safe,” he said.

But Steinhauser noted
that Illinois families have
suffered unique financial and
emotional strains during the
pandemic, which has affect-
ed children’s welfare.

“Our families are expe-
riencing economic stress,
and also just not very fa-
miliar with being around
each other all that often,”
he said. “And that stress as
well as economic stress are
causing our families to do
as any other family, which
is experience dysfunction.
And also they’re trying to
escape from the reality of
COVID-19.

“We’re also seeing an
increase in substance abuse,
and mental health seems to
be aggravated or intensified.
And those services, because
of where we’re located, are
difficult for many families
to access.”

Monday’s hearing was
considered a “subject mat-
ter” hearing only, which
means the committee was
not considering substantive
legislation. But the informa-
tion could become the basis
of legislation that the Gen-
eral Assembly could take up
during the fall veto session,
which begins in November.

(Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state
government and distributed
tomore than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.)

MPD reminder:
Always keep

vehicle locked

MENDOTA - Mem-
bers of the Mendota Police
Department would like to
remind citizens of an import-
ant safety tip. Whether your
vehicle is in your garage,
driveway or parked on the
street, always keep it locked.

Do not leave the keys in
the ignition of your vehicle,
even if you are only park-
ing it for a short period of
time. Do not leave purses,
wallets or other valuables in
your vehicle, as this attracts
unwanted attention from a
would-be thief.

Please assistthe Mendota
Police Department to help
keep you and your valuables
safe.

Welcome Home.
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Women face more scrutiny

By Scott Reeder

SPRINGFIELD — When it comes to running for
office, women just have to put up with a lot more crap
than men do.

Last week, Republican congressional candidate
Jeanne Ives had three signs in Naperville defaced with
a slur often used to describe a private portion of wom-
en’s anatomy.

Four years ago, someone took a picture of state Rep.
Avery Bourne’s face and photo-shopped it on to the naked
body of another woman and mailed the phony image to
people throughout her legislative district.

Vice Presidential candidate Kamala Harris has been
publicly called a “prostitute” on various social media
forums.

Let’s face it, these are things that male candidates
don’t have to deal with.

In the case of Harris, much attention has been paid to
her past relationship with former San Francisco Mayor
Willie Brown, who is 23 years her senior.

Itisinteresting that her once dating someone 23 years
her senior is considered a blotch on her record. But
Donald Trump marrying someone 23 years his junior
is just a mild curiosity for most folks.

By the way, both Brown and Trump were married
but estranged from their wives at the inception of these
relationships.

Actress Robbin Young tweeted, “‘Kamala doesn’t
care if Willie was good...women who prostitute them-
selves only care about money and prestige.”

In my 33 years in journalism, I’ve never heard an
allegation like that made against a man holding public
office.

But over and over I’ve heard that assertion made
against women running for offices as low as county
coroner and as high as vice president.

“There is a real double standard here. A man who
dated a lot of women is called a ‘stud’ but a woman
who dated a lot of men is called something else,” said
Denny Jacobs, a former long-time state senator from
East Moline.

“Itshouldn’t make any difference who someone used
to date. But for women seeking office it does matter,”
he said. “But it goes beyond that. A woman doesn’t
have to be beautiful, but she has to be presentable.
For us men, that is not an issue. (U.S. Senate Majority
Leader) Mitch McConnell can win office even though
he’s not particularly good looking. Could a woman that
bad looking win? No.”

When Ives first contemplated a run for the Illinois
House, she hired a consultant.

“He told me, “You can’t just go to the grocery store
wearing sweats anymore. People expect women running
for office to look good all of the time.’ I just looked at
him and said, “I had five kids at home, if I need to go
to the store, I’ll wear sweats if I need to. I still go to the
store wearing sweats.”

Inthe case of Rep. Bourne, R-Raymond, the doctored
photos appeared to be an effort to denigrate an accom-
plished woman. She is the youngest person to serve in
the General Assembly in Illinois’ 202 years.

Imagine someone pasting Mike Madigan’s face onto
a photo of a naked man and mailing it out.

It just wouldn’t be an effective smear campaign.
But, unfortunately, women in public life are held to a
different standard. Rumors are spread, lies are told and
usually it pertains to their personal lives.

Sadly, an undercurrent of misogyny remains a con-
stant in American politics.

Ivesnoted Trump’s 2016 comment to “Rolling Stone”
abouthis female primary opponent, Carly Fiorina, “Look
atthat face. Would anyone vote for that? Can you imagine
that, the face of our next president?”

To be sure, both male and female candidates have
signs vandalized. But the attack against Ives was far
more personal.

“Someone used spray paint to write that horrible word
on the sign,” she told me during a telephone interview.
“Wetook the signs down right away so children wouldn’t
see them. Only female candidates have to deal with this
sort of thing.”

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and
a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com.)
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Black Bros. comes to Mendota

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column
reprinted from Sept 12, 1990.)

By Jessica Nashold

Earlyin 1900, the Mendota Industrial
Association began an active search for
factories to locate in Mendota.

In March, it considered a feather
duster company, which wanted to use
the Blanchard Mill rent-free fora couple
of years. They said they might employ
100 girls.

In June, talks began with Black
Brothers of Blue Island. They said they
might come to Mendota if the citizens
would purchase stock in the amount of
$16,000. The investment had been lined
up by Donohue & Madden foundry
on North Main Street for a period of
five years with privilege of purchase
at $14,000.

The final contracts were signed on
July 23. The company would be called
Black Brothers Machinery Co.

OnAug. 3, itwasreported that clean-
up of the old foundry was in progress.
The first four machines scheduled to
be made in Mendota had already been
sold “to parties in Germany.”

On Aug. 15 and 16, five carloads of
machinery arrived and on Aug. 23 the
old foundry whistle was blown for the
first time in many years.

By Sept. 7, Otto Kieselbach, pub-
lisher of The Mendota Reporter, gave a
first-hand report on the new operation.

Our New Factory
We stepped into the new factory
and listened to the busy hum of
labor where for some years it
had not been heard.

Although the factory had only been
open a few days, 18 men were already
employed and additional skilled labor
was being brought in. Total employment
was expected to reach 25.

Mr. Kieselbach said the time was
not far distant when the mortising and
sandpapering machines made by this
company would be a must in wood-
working plants everywhere.

No woodworking plant of any
account willbe complete without
these machines.

Of the 10 or so units already being
made, four were to be shipped to Berlin.

We think Mendota has made

Backtracks

&

Sidetracks

a good deal in securing this

enterprise and such a desirable

addition to our citizenship as the

Messrs. Black.

sfesksk

Overat Troy Grove, the village board
retained John Madden of Mendota to
redraft the village ordinances. Then a
committee was appointed to get bids
on printing. Soon, rumors were flying
as to how this was done.

The Reporter reprinted an item from
the Ottawa paper under the heading:

Can This Be True?

We find the following astonishing

information in the Ottawa Jour-

nal and wonder whether such

a breach of common business

principles can be true.

The item alleged that five bids had
been secured. Of these, the Adventist
publishers had the highest, but “through
the medium of their preacher, the
committee was persuaded to allow the
Adventist people to see the other bids
and revise their proposal accordingly.”

The following week brought refuta-
tion from both E.L. Whitney, manager of
Our Hope press, the Adventist printing
house and B.J. Panton, president of the
Troy Grove Board of Trustees.

Whitney said —

Inasmuch as the article you pub-

lished reflects upon the integrity

of our office and denomination, I

request that you give this notice

the same publicity that you did

the other.

Panton declared the item was mis-
leading in some respects, “absolutely
false” in others. He said the Adventist
bid was not the highest bid and the
other bids were not shown to them. The
committee of A.C. Gilmore, A. Krausse
and Charles Wilkins gave the board
five bids to consider, but as some were
incomplete regarding quality of paper
and type of binding, the board couldn’t
decide. The committee was told to get

more information and place the order.

Kieselbach pointed out that Panton
failed to explain how the committee
came to its decision and that other bid-
ders, including The Reporter, were not
given an opportunity to bid on a more
specific set of requirements.

As for the rumors, Panton specu-
lated —

I can only surmise, but there are

some sore heads in Troy Grove

who put in their time looking for
flaws in the conduct of those to
whom the public has seen fit to
trust in its affairs.

skoksk

A farmers’ picnic was held at the
M.J. Jones farm, chosen because of its
central location. At the picnic the year
before a charge of 50 cents per family
was made. This was now increased to
$1 per family.

Last year, hitching places for so

many teams was insufficient. It

would be advisable if farmers
would go in their wagon, instead
of buggy, take a little feed along
and tie their team to their wagon.

Everyone was urged to come at 10
a.m. with enough food for dinner and
supper.

Regrettably, this picnic was dis-
turbed by some “unruly elements from
a distance.

Mr. Jones had to take energetic

steps to prevent rowdyism from

going rampant.
skskosk

The old school building in the
downtown park had been used as city
hall since 1868. In 1900, it was torn
down. The men doing the work found
bees had been using the inside walls
as a hive and filled three bags with the
finest honey.

Anton Leven, manager of the Op-
era House, made the basement of that
buildingavailable for council meetings.
An agreement was reached to use these
facilities from Nov. 1, 1900 to May 1,
1901 at a rental of $5 per month.

skoksk

There was no special observance of
Labor Day in Mendota in 1900. How-
ever, the cigar makers, the only repre-
sentatives of union labor in Mendota,
gave themselves a holiday.

Hollywood’s shameful kowtow to Beijing

Mendota City Officials

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........ 815-538-3924
CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ...... 815-539-7459
TREASURER
Jeff Simonton, 1708 Meriden St., ................. 815-539-7459
FIRST WARD ALDERMEN

James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, ..................... 815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave,, ............. 630-841-1315
THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First AVe., ...cccoveveerierieieennnne 815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First AVe., ..ccccocvrvenieierieenene 757-412-9374
FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ................... 815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., ............c.......... 815-910-0816

By Rich Lowry

Hollywood is accommodating a new era of McCarthyism,
imposed this time by Red China.

It involves everything that Hollywood tells us that it
hates -- censorship, pressure to conform and blacklists. Yet
the studios have seamlessly absorbed China’s dictates into
their operations.

This most iconic American business is now, literally, an
agent of Chinese influence.

The latest outrage is Disney’s live-action remake of the
animated movie from the 1990s, “Mulan,” based on Chinese
folklore about a girl enlisting in the army. Disney filmed
parts of the movie in China, and in its credits, thanks Chinese
propaganda departments as well as a public security bureau
in the province of Xinjiang, where Beijing is carrying out
its hideous campaign against the Uighurs.

If you think Hollywood would be sensitive about associ-
ating itself with an ongoing atrocity, you haven’t paid much
attention to its priorities lately, which are all about pleasing
Beijing.

Hollywood hasn’t dared to make movies offensive to
Beijing in more than two decades. A trilogy of such movies
came out in 1997, most famously “Seven Years in Tibet,”
starring Brad Pitt. Ever since, Hollywood has considered
kowtowing to Beijing the better part of valor.

In a chilling report released a few weeks ago about Hol-
lywood’s subordinate relationship to Beijing, PEN America
described the forces that have given China the whip hand.

First, there’s sheer market power. China went from having
amarket about the size of Peru in the late 1990s to abehemoth
box office. Money talks, even if it is the money of a country
hostile to the United States.

Then, there’s China’s comprehensive system of censorship
that very much applies to foreign movies. It is rare that a

studio or producer says “no.” To his credit, Quentin Tarantino
refused to cut a comic scene featuring Bruce Lee from “Once
Upon a Time in Hollywood.”

Otherwise, the changes are exacting. “Mission: Impossible
IIT” cut a scene where tattered clothes hung from a clothes-
line in Shanghai. Chinese villains are out of the question.
Notoriously, Paramount changed the invaders in a remake
of “Red Dawn” from Chinese to North Korean.

Since Beijing can delay the release date of a movie or
demand that a scene be reshot, and studios don’t want to
deal with the uncertainty, Hollywood preemptively accedes
to Beijing’s wishes. PEN America notes that producer David
Franzoni has said, “They have a lot of power so you want to
try to be sure you have it all down the first time.”

Paramount removed patches with the Japanese and Tai-
wanese flags from Tom Cruise’s bomber jacket in the sequel
to “Top Gun.” As PEN America points out, the changes had
already been made when the trailer was released, meaning
Paramount didn’t wait for Chinese censors to object.

The director of “Seven Years in Tibet,” Jean-Jacques
Annaud, subsequently released a letter expressing slavish
regret. He “solemnly declared” that he never supported Tibet
independence and never had contact with the Dalai Lama.
“Moreover,” he added, “becoming friends with him is out
of the question.”

The upshot is that Hollywood is much more comfortable
criticizing the United States than one of the most reprehen-
sible regimes on the planet. The repression of the Uighurs?
As far as Hollywood is concerned, it doesn’t exist and, at
this rate, never will.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

() 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Social Security
warns about scams

By Mike Weitl

The most effective way to
defeat scammers is to know
how to identify scams. You
should just hang up on any
call you’re uncertain of and
ignore suspicious emails.
Scammers are always finding
new ways to steal your mon-
ey and personal information
by exploiting your fears.

One common tactic scam-
mers use is posing as federal
agents and other law enforce-
ment. They may claim your
Social Security number is
linked to a crime. They may
even threaten to arrest you if
you do not comply with their
instructions. Just hang up.

Asareminder, you should
continue to remain vigilant of
phone calls when someone
says there’s a problem with
your Social Security number
or your benefits. If you owe
money to Social Security, we
willmail you aletter explain-
ing your rights, payment
options, and information
about appealing.

There are a few ways you

can identify a scam call. If
you do business with us,
remember that we will never:

* Threaten you with bene-
fitsuspension, arrest, or other
legal action unless you pay a
fine or fee.

* Promise a benefit in-
crease or other assistance in
exchange for payment.

* Require payment by
retail gift card, cash, wire
transfer, internet currency,
or prepaid debit card.

* Demand secrecy from
you in handling a Social
Security-related problem.

* Send official letters or
reports containing personally
identifiable information via
email.

If you do not have ongo-
ing business with our agency,
it is unlikely we will contact
you. If you get a suspicious
call claiming to be from
Social Security, you should
hang up and report it to
our law enforcement office
at 0ig.ssa.gov.

(Weitlis the Social Securi-
ty District Manager in Peru.)

Social Security
celebrates Hispanic
Heritage Month —
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15

By Mike Weitl

At the Social Security
Administration, we strive
to deliver great customer
service and easy-to-access
information about our ser-
vices. If Spanish is your
primary language, you can
visit www.ssa.gov/espanol,
our Spanish-language web-
site. There, you can find
information about how to
get a Social Security card,
plan for retirement, apply
for benefits, manage your
benefits, and much more.

Spanish-speaking cus-
tomers wishing to speak with
a representative and apply
for retirement, disability,
survivor, and other benefits,
as well as Medicare, can call
us at 1-800-772-1213.

We also provide many
publications in Spanish on
popular topics like:

 Retirement, Disability,
and Survivors benefits;

* Retirement planning;

* Online services infor-
mation;

e Medicare; and

* Supplemental Security
Income.

You can find them at
Www.ssa.gov/espanol/publi-
caciones/. You can also visit
www.ssa.gov/espanol for
other resources in Spanish.
Share these resources with
friends and family who may
need them.

(Weitlis the Social Securi-
ty District Managerin Peru.)
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reliable way!

General
Question:

My child, who gets Social
Security, will be attending
his last year of high school
in the fall. He turns 18 in a
few months. Do I need to fill
out a form for his benefits to
continue?

Answer:

Yes. You should receive
a form, SSA-1372-BK, in
the mail about three months
before your son’s birthday.
Your son needs to complete
the form and get it to his
school’s office for certifica-
tion. Then, youneed to return
page two and the certified
page three back to Social Se-
curity for processing. If you
can’tfind the form we mailed
to you, you can find it online
at: www.socialsecurity.gov/
forms/ssa-1372.pdf.
Question:

I noticed that my date
of birth in Social Security’s
records is wrong. How do I
get that corrected?
Answer:

To change the date of birth
shown on our records, take
the following steps:

* Complete an Applica-
tion For A Social Security
Card (Form SS-5);

* Show us documents
proving:

—U.S. citizenship (if you
havenotpreviouslyestablished
your citizenship with us);

—Age; and

—Identity; then

* Mail your completed
application and documents to
yourlocal Social Security office.

Note that all documents
must be either originals or
copies certified by the issuing
agency. We cannot accept
photocopies or notarized
copies of documents. For
details on the documents,
visit www.socialsecurity.
gov/ssSdoc.

Retirement
Question:

I worked the first part of
the year, but plan toretire this
month. Will Social Security
count the amount I earn for
this year when I retire?
Answer:

Yes. Ifyouretire mid-year,
we count your earnings for
the entire year. We have a
special “earnings test” rule
we apply to annual earnings,
usually in the first year of
retirement. Under this rule,
you get a full payment for
any whole month we consider
youretired regardless of your
yearly earnings. We consider

youretired during any month
your earnings are below the
monthly earnings limit, or if
you have not performed sub-
stantial services in self-em-
ployment. We donotconsider
income earned, beginning
with the month you reach full
retirement age. Learn more
about the earnings test rule
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
retire2/rule.htm.

Question:

I am nearing my full
retirement age, but I plan to
keep working after I apply
for Social Security benefits.
Will my benefits be reduced
because of my income?
Answer:

No. If you start receiving
benefits after you’vereached
your full retirement age,
you can work while you
receive Social Security and
your current benefit will not
be reduced because of the
earned income. If you keep
working, it could mean a
higher benefit for you in the
future. Higher benefits can be
important to you later in life
and increase the future ben-
efit amounts your survivors
could receive. If you begin
receiving benefits before
your full retirement age, your
earnings could reduce your
monthly benefit amount. Af-
ter you reach full retirement
age, we recalculate your
benefit amount to leave out
the months when we reduced
or withheld benefits due to
your excess earnings. Learn
more about Social Security
reading our publication, How
Work Affects Your Benefits,
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs/10069.html.

Disability
Question:

Ineedto apply for disabil-
ity benefits. Where do I start?
Answer:

Begin by looking at our
Disability Starter Kit. You
can find it online at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/disability/
disability starter kits.htm
or you can request a copy
by calling 1-800-772-1213
(TTY 1-800-325-0778). The
Disability Starter Kit will
help you prepare for your
application and interview.
When you are ready, you
can apply online at www.
socialsecurity.gov/apply-
fordisability or make an
appointment to apply over
the phone with a local Social
Security office. Remember,
ouronline disability applica-
tionis convenientand secure.
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Are you getting Social Security, VA or other
federal benefits by paper check?

Sign up for electronic payments NOW!

250 Marquette St.

1300 13th Ave.

Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

LaSalle, IL 61301
\ Ph. 223-0700
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DEPOSIT

101 N. Columbia Ave.

Oglesby, IL 61348
Ph. 883-3354
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Visit www.godirect.org today and begin
getting your payments the safe, easy &
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2959 Peoria St.

Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400
09162020

Find it and more at www.
socialsecurity.gov.
Question:

How do I know if I have
worked long enough to
qualify for Social Security
disability benefits?
Answer:

You must have worked
long enough—and recently
enough—under Social Se-
curity to qualify for disabil-
ity benefits. Social Security
work credits are based on
your total yearly wages or
self-employment income.
You can earn up to four cred-
its each year. The amount
needed for a credit chang-
es from year to year. The
number of work credits you
need to qualify for disability
benefits depends on yourage
when you become disabled.
Generally, youneed 40 cred-
its, 20 of which you earned
in the last 10 years, ending
with the year you become
disabled. However, younger
workers may qualify with
fewer credits. To learn more,
see our Disability Planner
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
planners/disability.

Supplemental Security
Income
Question:

What is the purpose of
Supplemental Security In-
come, or SSI?

Answer:

The purpose of SSI is to
helpaged, blind, and disabled
people who havelittleincome
and few resources to support
themselves. Itprovides finan-
cial assistance to meet basic
needs for food, clothing, and
shelter. You can receive SSI
even if you have not worked
and paid into Social Securi-
ty. SSI is a federal income
supplement program funded
by general tax revenues (not
Social Security taxes). Find
out more at www.socialse-
curity.gov/ssi.

Question:

WhatdoIneedtoreportto
Social Security if I get Sup-
plemental Security Income
(SSI) payments?

Answer:
You need to report any

SETCHELL
AGENCY LTD.

SINCE 1875

618 6th Street * Mendota, lllinois 61342
www.setchellagency.com
Office: (815) 539-9311 ¢ Residence: (815) 539-5321

Social Security Q&A

changes that may affect
your payment amount. This
includes changes in your
income or resources. You
must report changes of
address, changes in your
living arrangements, and
changes in your earned and
unearned income. To learn
more about SSI, visit www.
socialsecurity.gov/ssi.

Medicare
Question:

If I retire at age 62, will
I be eligible for Medicare?
Answer:

No. Medicare starts when
you reach 65. If you retire
at 62, you may be able to
continue medical insurance
coverage through your em-
ployer or purchase it from a
private insurance company
until youbecome eligible for
Medicare. For more informa-
tion, read Medicare at www.
socialsecurity.gov/pubs, or
call us at 1-800-772-1213
(TTY 1-800-325-0778).
Question:

Is it true that if you have
low income you can get
help paying your Medicare
premiums?

Answer:

Yes. If your income and
resources are limited, your
state may be able to help
with your Medicare Part B
premium, deductibles, and
coinsurance amounts. State
rules vary on the income
and resources that apply.
Contact your state or local
medical assistance, social
services, or welfare office,
or call the Medicare hotline,
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-
633-4227), and ask about
the Medicare Savings Pro-
grams. If you have limited
income and resources, you
also may be able to get help
paying for prescription drug
coverage under Medicare
Part D. Call Social Security
at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY
1-800-325-0778) or visitany
Social Security office. Also,
see our publication, Medi-
care, at www.socialsecurity.
gov/pubs/10043.html. For
even more information, visit
www.socialsecurity.gov.

09162020

Tess Fleming

BlueCross BlueShield
of Illinois

7esd

says,

Did you know

that we also sell...

IKeuson

facebook

 Health and life insurance

o Medicare Supplements

® Major Medical under the age of 65
® Disability Income Insurance

® [ ong Term Care Insurance

BlueCross BlueShield
of Illinois

N Lerrelmanl

Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.

Our Tami[y Protecting Your Tumil:y
P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367

LaMoille 6382171 ¢ Amboy 857-2125

Sublette 849-5219
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Byron tops
MHS golfers

BYRON — Byron
posteda 176-191 victory
over Mendota in varsity
boys’golfaction on Sept.
14 at Byron.

Jack Beetz and Ethan
Hanaman paced the Tro-
jans, each with scores of
46. Logan Brandner was
next on the card with a
49, followed by Owen
Aughenbaugh (50), Clay-
ton Buffington (54) and
Drake Dennis (61).

“Our worst team total
of the year and it cost us
a gettable match,” said
MHS coach David Ross.
“Byron played well — if
we shoot our average we
are right in the mix.”

Byron’s Maison
Brandt checked in with
the low score at 41.

Mendota salvaged a
spliton the day by taking
the junior varsity match,
222-233.

Cale Strouss led the
way for the Trojans with
a 48, which was good
enough for meet med-
alist honors. Teammate
Braden McPheeters was
justone stroke back with
a 49. Completing the
Mendota lineup were
Connor Egler (60), Kody
Becket (65), Jack Miko-
lasek (67) and Dominik
Stamberger (68).
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The Illinois Department
of Natural Resources
(IDNR) announced the
launch of the new Hunt
Illinois website —an on-
line resource for Illinois
residents and visitors to
the state interested in

Lincoln.

The website includes
information on Illinois
hunting seasons, places
to hunt, licenses and
permits needed, hunting
and trapping regula-
tions, hunter harvest
reporting, hunter safety,
wildlife management,
and conservation pro-
grams.

“The new Hunt Illi-
nois website is an easy-
to-use one-stop resource
for hunters to find just
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hunting in the Land of

IDNR launches new
‘Hunt lllinois’ website

SPRINGFIELD -

about everything they
need to know about
planning a hunt, no
matter the species, no
matter the season,” said
IDNR Hunter Heritage
Program Manager Jared
Duquette.

The new website was
developed by the IDNR
in cooperation with the
National Great Rivers
Research and Education
Center, with funding
support from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice Wildlife Resto-
ration Program.

The Hunt Illinois
website can be accessed
through most desktop
and laptop computer
web browsers, or by
using most mobile de-
vices, at https://huntill-
inois.org/.

i)

* Bakery
* Deli

- Meats

* Liquor

* Produce
* Floral

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341
Open 6am-10pm
7 days a week

STEPHENITCH

Doit

®

HARDWARE

Your hometown
Hardware Store
since 1893!

Owners Gene & John
Stephenitch have a
combined 96 years

in the hardware
business.

1200 13th Ave.,
Mendota
815-539-9394

LN

BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

Nightengales
Thrift Shop

108 lefferson St, Mendota

Open 12-3
Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask]

Buy One
Get One Free

Buying
a car
just got
easier.
Find out
how by
calling

Member

1300 13th Avenue "<
Mendota, IL 61342 =
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

NMLS# 461075

Cash
& Carry

100

31300

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Advertise
Your
Business
Here

In The
Area
Business
Spotlight
939-9396

IHSA updates Return To Activities guidelines;
lengthens summer season by two weeks

U Board also waives limitation on 2 contests per week for upcoming seasons

BLOOMINGTON - The Illinois High
School Association (IHSA) Board of Di-
rectors met virtually for their regularly
scheduled meeting on Sept. 14 where the
Board approved several updates to the IHSA
Return To Activities guidelines, while also
providing guidance on the IHSA’s indepen-
dent team participation rule for the 2020-21
school year.

The Board updated its Return To Activities
guidelines by waiving the 2020-21 season
limitations for winter, spring, and summer
sports that would have restricted those sports
to no more than two contests per week. The
winter, spring, and summer seasons will now
revertto theirnormal season game limitations
as dictated by IHSA by-laws.

“We have preached that this school year
will be fluid, and the changes made by the
Board today are a good example of that,”
said IHSA Executive Director Craig An-
derson. “When the IHSA’s initial Return To
Activities guidelines were established, the
limitation of two contests per week felt like
a constraint that would help limit exposure.
However, given how well our state is han-
dling the pandemic, and the lack of setbacks
in the fall sports we have conducted so far,
there was a consensus that we could move
forward with allowing schools to schedule
winter, spring, and summer sports without
further restrictions.”

Additionally, the IHSA’s summer season
will begin two weeks earlier than initially
announced. With Monday’s modification,
summer sports (baseball, softball, track &
field, girls’ soccer, boys’ tennis) can now
begin practices on April 19 and games on
May 3.

“We understood that when the modified
schedule for 2020-21 was released that the

summer sport season coaches would take
some umbrage with it,” said Anderson.
“However, we also knew that summer was
the season that we had the most time and
flexibility to work with, so we preached
patience. We are glad to be able to provide
some relief by creating the option to start
two weeks earlier.”

Additionally, the Board reviewed a
request that sought an exemption to IHSA
By-law 3.100, which governs Independent
Team Participation. Highland sought an
exemption to the rule during 2020-21 for
the sports of volleyball, lacrosse, soccer,
baseball, and softball, which would allow
student-athletes in those sports to simulta-
neously participate on their IHSA school
team and on a non-school team. The current
by-law prevents participation on a school
and non-school team at the same time in
the same sport. The Board elected not to
provide an exemption to the rule.

“There was a lengthy and spirited discus-
sion onif we should provide an exemption to
this rule given the unprecedented nature of
the school year,” said Anderson. “The Board
understands both sides of the argument and
has heard from passionate advocates for each
scenario. Ultimately, concerns over safety
and equity left them uncomfortable with
providing an exemption to this rule. They
understand it could lead to some difficult
decisions between participating on a school
or non-school team. Fundamentally, the na-
ture and mission of the IHSA is to provide
participation opportunities to all students.
The Board agreed that if a student-athlete
chooses to leave their school team for a
non-school team, it simply creates an op-
portunity for another student to step in and
fill that role.”
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BLESSED POLICE
EVENTS BLOTTER
CUZ — Mr. and Mrs. NO VALID
Wilmer Cuz (Jasmine Diaz) DRIVER’S LICENSE

of Mendota, boy, Sept. 11,
2020, atIllinois Valley Com-
munity Hospital.

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

FALL GARAGE SALE
Sponsored by First
United Methodist Church
First Avenue
& Sixth Street,
Mendota
Thursday, Sept. 17
Noon-6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19
8:30-11 a.m.
Masks required. Children
must be high school age
or older to attend.

2t37msr

CHURCH
RUMMAGE SALE
Friday, Sept. 18 &
Saturday, Sept. 19
Doors open from
8 a.m.-4 p.m. both days.
@ Come As You Are
Baptist Church
900 Monroe St., Mendota
We will have clothes,
crafts, dishes & other
kitchenware, books
VHS tapes, DVDs, CDs,
lamps, knickknacks &
many other small items,
plus larger furniture such
as a desk & table, plus
appliances such
as microwave,
toaster oven, TVs, etc.
Proceeds will go toward
roof repair and
church maintenance.
1t38msr

GARAGE SALE
910 Pennsylvania Ave.
Friday, Sept. 18 &
Saturday, Sept. 19
9 a.m.-4 p.m. both days.
Lots & lots of good stuff.
1t38r

Brigit Tercero Gaytan,
19, of Rochelle, was charged
withno valid driver’s license
afteratraffic stop at 13th Av-
enue and Burlington Street
at 8:54 p.m. Sept. 10. The
subject was released with a
LaSalle County court date.

DUI

Salvador Arevalo Lopez,
21, of DePue, was charged
with driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol at 12:33
a.m. Sept. 12. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Juana L. Guzman, 29, of
301 Fourth St., Mendota,
was charged with driving
while license suspended
after a traffic stop at U.S.
34 and Lori Lane at 11:42
p-m. Sept. 13. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Kimberly A. Craven,
59, of 1104 Washington
St., Mendota, was charged
with driving while license
suspended after a traffic stop
at Wisconsin Avenue and
Washington Street at 4:39
p.m. Sept. 14. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.

WEEKLY
RECORD

LaSalle County

(marriage licenses)

Aaron D. Whisenton and
Tonika D Rutledge, both
of Mendota; issued Sept.
4, 2020.

Jeremy O. King and
Colleen J. Fitzgerald, both
of Mendota; issued Sept.
9, 2020.

Include pets’ needs in disaster supply kit

SPRINGFIELD - While
every household should have
a disaster supply kit stocked
with food, water, flashlights
and batteries, homes with
pets need to take additional
steps when planning for
disasters. Whether an emer-
gency forces people to seek
shelter within the home or
evacuate, advanced planning
can ensure the safety of your
animals.

“A family’s disaster sup-
ply kit should address the
needs of every family mem-
ber, including your pets,”
said a spokesperson for the
Illinois Emergency Man-
agement Agency (IEMA).
“Every emergency situation
is stressful, particularly for
animals. But if you have a
kit and a plan, you can help

NOW OPEN
FOR OUTDOOR
DINING.

CARRYOUT,
CURBSIDE AND
DELIVERY ORDERS

ALSO AVAILABLE.

EL ZARAPE

Mexican & American Restaurant §

815-53