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Welcome
to Fall!

MENDOTA – The LaSalle County Health De-
partment is announcing a temporary drive-through 
COVID-19 testing site sponsored by the State of Illinois, 
which will be held in Mendota. The site will be set 
up on Saturday, Sept. 26 and Sunday Sept. 27 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Mendota Civic Center, 1901 Tom 
Merwin Drive.  

Some important details about the testing site:
• Simple nasal swabs will be used.
• You will be called with results within 4-7 days.
• No cost for testing.
• Bring your insurance card, but you can still be 

tested if you do not have insurance.
• Anyone can get tested. You do not have to have 

symptoms or be sick.
For more information, call the LaSalle County Health 

Department at 815-433-3366.

Virus testing available
for 2 days in Mendota

By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor

MENDOTA – After many 
months of planning and 
preparation for a safe return 
to classes at Mendota High 
School, teachers and admin-
istrators agreed that the first 
week of school went well. 

One week in, Superinten-
dent Jeff Prusator had many 
positives to report. “The 
good news is everyone was 
very pleased with the first 
week of school. There were 
some bumps but we expected 
that,” Prusator said. “Nobody 
ever tried to open schools 
during a pandemic before so 
this is all new.”

Many changes were in 
store for students as they 
began the new school year on 
Sept. 8. One of the first was 
temperature checks, which 
Prusator said went extremely 
well. Using forehead scan 
thermometers that are cali-
brated to account for weather 
conditions, students quickly 
adapted to the process. “It 
took a little time to get used 
to it but it’s going very well,” 
he said. 

Principal Denise Aughen-
baugh said one of the main 
concerns they had while 
planning to reopen was 
lunch. To keep lunchtime 
safe, students are served a 
sack lunch in four separate 
areas during three different 
lunch times so distance can 
be maintained. “The kids 
have been wonderful about 
the changes,” Aughenbaugh 
noted. “They don’t have food 
choices like they used to but 
they understand why we have 
to do that.” 

Despite the term “sack 
lunch,” Prusator praised the 
cafeteria staff for finding 
ways to be creative in provid-
ing variety for the students. 

Off to a good start
q MHS encounters only minor expected issues with school reopening

Mendota High School students wear their masks in the classroom as they attend the 
first day of school on Sept. 8. Teachers have been taking their students outside for a 
five-minute mask-free break during what are 85-minute class periods. (Reporter photo)

MENDOTA – Shelby 
Weide was named the new 
President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
on Sept. 9. She takes over the 
position from Kate Fox, who 
was the President/CEO since 
Dec. 1, 2018. Fox resigned to 
take a job out of state.

Weide joined the Cham-
ber of Commerce in July 
2018 as the administrative 
assistant. She replaced long-
time administrative assistant 
Roberta Friedlein.

“I am really excited with 
my new position at the 
Mendota Chamber and I am 
looking forward to going out 
into our business community 
and getting to know our 
members,” Weide said.

The year 2020 has dis-
rupted businesses and lives 
throughout the world, and 
for the first time since its 
inception, what would have 
been the 73rd annual Sweet 

New President/CEO
named at Chamber

Corn Festival this year was 
cancelled because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
Chamber was also forced to 
cancel some of its other annual 
events, but Weide is crossing 
her fingers that things will be 
different next year.

“2020 has been a crazy 
year for the Chamber with 
the cancellation of so many 
events,” she said. “Looking 
at 2021 just around the cor-
ner, the Chamber is hopeful 
that we will be able to do the 
things we have all missed this 
year, including the Annual 
Sweet Corn Festival, fly-
in breakfast and two golf 
outings.”

Weide is a lifelong resi-
dent of Mendota and grad-
uated from Mendota High 
School. Before her em-
ployment at the Mendota 
Chamber, she was a teacher’s 
aide at Blackstone School 
and manager of the Mendota 
Moose Lodge.

Shelby Weide has taken over as the new President/CEO 
of the Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce. She was 
promoted from administrative assistant. (Reporter photo)

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Il-
linois plans to continue 
withholding federal payroll 
taxes on behalf of its 62,000 
employees despite a program 
President Trump launched in 
August that allows workers 
to defer paying those taxes 
through the end of the year.

“I’m not supporting a 
deferral that would double 
workers taxes after January 
and put Social Security fur-
ther at risk. I mean, that’s 
essentially what this would 
do,” Illinois Comptroller 
Susana Mendoza said.

Trump announced the 
program in a memorandum 
Aug. 8. It applies to the 6.2 
percent tax that employers 
withhold for their employ-
ee’s Social Security bene-
fits. It often appears on pay 

“Our six lunch ladies have 
been phenomenal,” he said. 
“They are taking the time to 
change things up – one day 
they made turkey wraps, 
another day the kids got hot 
dogs wrapped in foil to stay 
hot, so they’re not just serv-
ing peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches.” 

By using technology, 
students are sent a reminder 
each day to order lunch for 
the following day. The stu-
dents have assigned seats 
for eating so the staff knows 
when and where each student 
is located and lunch is deliv-
ered to them. The students 
take their masks off to eat but 
when they are done eating, 
they have to put their masks 
back on. “They can talk to the 
people around them but they 
have to stay in their seats,” 
Prusator noted. “The kids 
have been great about it and 
have done what we’ve asked 
of them.” 

From all reports, the mask 
requirement has posed no 
problems at MHS. Classes 
are 85 minutes long but 
include a five-minute break 
to go outside, relax and take 
off the masks. “The kids have 
been great as far as wearing 
their masks,” Prusator said. 
“We have all gotten used to 
them and we have had no 
issues with masks – the kids 
keep them on.”

One positive outcome 
from all the changes at 
school is in the use of tech-
nology. “This has forced us 
to improve our technology 
skills – if there’s any good 
to come of this, it would be 
that,” Aughenbaugh noted. 
“These are forced changes, 
but we will be able to con-
tinue using some of them.”

That includes the use 
of Zoom for remote class-
es. Prusator said money 
the school received from 
the Cares Act was used to 

See MHS, Page A5

purchase wireless digital 
cameras so classes could 
be streamed when students 
are quarantined at home. 
“That has gone very well,” 
he said. “We so appreciate 
the parents and community 
for understanding that there 
are bound to be bumps in the 
road, but we are doing our 
best to stay safe and keep 
students in the classroom.”

Prusator emphasized that 
due to all the safety measures 
they have taken – social dis-
tancing, cleaning, and most 
importantly wearing masks 
at all times – and the coop-
eration they have received, 
he believes that MHS is a 
safe environment. “But there 
are challenges and none of 
them were unexpected. We 
don’t have our head in the 
sand,” he said. “We expected 
that eventually a student or 

Illinois won’t take part in Trump’s payroll tax deferral program

“I’m not supporting a deferral that would double workers 
taxes after January and put Social Security further at risk. I 
mean, that’s essentially what this would do.” 

–Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza

stubs as FICA – the Federal 
Insurance Contributions Act. 
The program is available for 
employees who earn less than 
$104,000 per year.

The intent is to temporar-
ily boost workers’ income 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but the taxes that 
would be deferred would 
have to be repaid after Jan. 
1. Then, the employee’s 
withholding would double to 
12.4 percent until the amount 
of taxes that were deferred 
is repaid.

So far, the only major 
employers taking part in 

the program is the federal 
government, Mendoza said. 
Most states and many large 
private-sector employers 
have publicly stated that they 
will not take part.

Mendoza said Gov. JB 
Pritzker has already an-
nounced that the agencies 
under his purview will not 
take part in the program, 
nor will any of the other 
state constitutional officers 
– attorney general, secretary 
of state, state treasurer and 
attorney general.

“Just on its face, as a 
policy, to me it seemed really 

bad policy to essentially tell 
people that they can have 
a little bit of money on the 
front end and then pay twice 
as much on the back end 
and be prepared to do so,” 
Mendoza said.

“I reached out to the 
governor early on to let them 
know my position, that we 
would not be doing it for 
any of our employees, and 
of course recommended that 
no one do it because I think 
it’s terrible policy,” she said. 
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Conkey Award winner
The 39th Annual Conkey Family Award winner was announced on Sept. 18 at OSF 
HealthCare Saint Paul Medical Center in the Serenity Garden. Darci Kettleborough, 
RN from the Surgical Services Department from OSF Saint Paul, was named this 
year’s winner. She has been caring for patients for nearly 34 years and is described 
by her nominator as inspiring. “Darci’s kindness and caring is evident to ensuring 
that each patient feels like they are the only patient. She is compassionate and is 
carrying out God’s word throughout her work,” said her nominator. Left to right, 
are Heather Bomstad, Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer; Kettleborough; Dawn 
Trompeter, OSF Saint Paul President; and Leonardo Lopez, MD, Chief Medical 
Officer. (Photo contributed)

Illinois Avenue additions
Decorative benches and trash cans have been added to Illinois Avenue as part of the 
ongoing beautification project to the downtown Mendota street. The project is winding 
down, with the installation of street lights and a few other minor additions yet to be 
completed. (Reporter photo)

Several new Mendota High School teachers were introduced to board members during 
the Sept. 21 board of education meeting. They include, seated left to right, Nicole 
Cromwell, science; Kristi Barajas, special education; Paula Baker, band; back row, 
Joe Hughes, science and Jon Steben, choir. (Photo contributed) 

FY21 budget approved, new teachers 
welcomed at Mendota High School
By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor

MENDOTA – Mendo-
ta High School Principal 
Denise Aughenbaugh in-
troduced five new teachers, 
Paula Baker, band; Kristi 
Barajas, special education; 
Nicole Cromwell, science; 
Joe Hughes, science and Jon 
Steben, choir, during the Dis-
trict 280 Board of Education 
meeting on Sept. 21. 

Aughenbaugh commend-
ed the new teachers for their 
resilience, hard work and 
professionalism during this 
unusual start to the 2020-21 
school year.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

SAT tests, Oct. 14
Aughenbaugh said the 

U.S. Department of Educa-
tion and the State of Illinois 
are still mandating in-person 
SAT testing for students to 
earn a high school diploma. 
Because seniors did not take 
the SAT last spring during 
the shut down, they will be 
given the SAT on Wednes-
day, Oct. 14. 

The test will be given to 
about 125 seniors in multiple 
rooms at MHS. Seniors who 
do not take the test that day 
will have to take it with the 
junior class in April in order 
to graduate. 

Prusator said he was 
very disappointed that there 
was no flexibility from the 
federal government on the 
SAT waiver and he felt the 
state could have pushed 
back harder as well. “It’s just 
common sense to be flexible 
with the SAT right now,” he 
stressed. “Many colleges are 
not requiring it any more and 
not all students are going on 
to college. It’s hard enough 
to open the school year under 
these circumstances and then 
a few weeks in we have to 
do this. It’s just stupid. The 
remote learners will have to 
come to school when they are 
not comfortable doing so. It 
makes absolutely no sense.”
Professional Development 

Due to the calendar 
changes, there are no early 
dismissals this school year 
for professional develop-
ment. Teachers utilize time 

after school each day for 
professional development 
and share planning needs. 
The emphasis is on innova-
tive technology and teaching 
with teachers introducing 
and exploring numerous 
online learning resources. 
MHS also provided addi-
tional training to teachers 
on COVID-19 precautions 
and safety. 

Homecoming & IHSA
Homecoming week will 

be held during the spring 
semester when football 
schedules are finalized. 
Activities will be based on 
Coronavirus guidelines for 
safe gatherings at that time. 
Aughenbaugh said MHS 
hopes to at least have a spirit 
week for students.

The IHSA Board of Di-
rectors met on Sept. 14 and 
updated their Return to Play 
guidelines for sports. (Visit 
www.ihsa.org for the com-
plete report.) IHSA waived 
the 2020-21 season limita-
tions for winter, spring, and 
summer sports that would 
have restricted those sports to 
no more than two contests per 
week. The winter, spring and 
summer seasons will now re-
vert to their “normal” season 
game limitations as dictated 
by IHSA by-laws. The IHSA 
summer season will also 
meet two weeks earlier than 
previously announced. 

Aughenbaugh encour-
aged everyone to visit the 
high school’s activity calen-
dar link at www.mendotahs.
org for all athletic and activi-
ty updates and changes. “We 
will have a year of constant 
rescheduling and will make 
every attempt to keep our 
community and families 
informed,” she said. 

AUDIT REPORT
Russ Rumbold of Gorenz 

& Associates, who presented 
audit report, said the district 
remained in the Financial 
Recognition category again 
this year with a Financial 
Profile Score of 3.65. The 
score is determined by the 
Illinois State Board of Ed-
ucation. 

Rumbold noted that Dis-
trict 280 receives most of its 
funding from local sources 

including real estate taxes (48 
percent) and local revenue 
(20 percent). The remaining 
revenue comes from state 
funding (24 percent) and 
the federal government (8 
percent). 

Currently, MHS spends 
about $4,000 less per pupil 
than the average school dis-
trict in Illinois. He noted that 
the district’s fund balances 
are strong and said this was 
another good year for the 
district financially. 

OTHER BUSINESS
• The board approved 

the FY21 budget: revenue 
of $9,826,282; expenditures 
of $10,408,240; deficit of 
$581,958. Prusator said the 
deficit amount is misleading 
because $780,000 is for work 
that will be done on the 
building next summer. While 
that is not the full cost of the 
projects, that amount has to 
be paid this year and the rest 
will be paid next year. “If you 
subtract the projects, there is 
actually a $306,000 surplus 
in the budget,” he said.

• Prusator thanked board 
members for agreeing to 
delay the start of the school 
year until Sept. 8. “It was a 
great decision by the board - 
the number of COVID cases 
declined during that time and 
because of the work every-
one did to get ready, no one 
batted an eye at coming back 
to school,” he said. 

Because students and 
teachers have now had 10 
days to get acquainted with 
each other, Prusator said 
the high school is much 
more prepared if it becomes 
necessary to go completely 
remote. “We’re ready, but 
we couldn’t have accom-
plished that without being 
here these past 10 days,” he 
emphasized. “You trusted 
what we recommended and 
your decision benefitted us.”

PERSONNEL
The board accepted the re-

tirement resignation of Rich 
Johnson and the resignation 
of Katie Fox, freshman girls 
basketball coach. 

The next regular board of 
education meeting will be 
held at the high school on 
Monday, Oct. 19 at 6 p.m. 

Sublette Village Board approves new 
salary rates, discusses Trick or Treat
By TONJA GREENFIELD
 Staff writer

SUBLETTE — The Village of Sublette 
Board of Trustees approved salary increases 
for those elected and appointed after the April 
2021 election.

The board met in regular session on Mon-
day, Sept. 14 at the Ellice Dinges Center. All 
board members were present.

The ordinance had to be passed 180 days 
before the next election on April 2021. The 
new salary rates are as follows:

• Village President shall receive $2,400 
per year, payable at the end of the fiscal year.

• Village Trustees shall receive $1,500 
per year, payable at the end of the fiscal year.

• Village Clerk shall receive $5,400 per 
year, payable at a rate of $450 per month.

• For Committee meetings, committee 
members, trustees, village president, village 
clerk and village treasurer shall receive $25 
per committee meeting, special meeting, and 
fiscal year-end meeting, but in no case can 
one person be paid for more than one meeting 
attended on a single day. Payable at the end 

of each fiscal year.
• Village Treasurer shall be fixed on an 

annual basis and determined at the time of 
appointment of this position, which is the first 
meeting of each fiscal year. Payment shall be 
paid in full and shall be payable either at the 
end of the fiscal year or on a monthly basis.

• Village Economic Development Coor-
dinator shall be fixed on annual basis and 
determined at the time of appointment of 
the position, which is the first meeting of 
each fiscal year.

• Village Planning Commission shall be 
fixed on annual basis and determined at the 
time of appointment of the position, which is 
the first meeting of each fiscal year.

These changes are effective May 1, 2021 
as applied to those positions that are elected 
during the April 2021 election, and also will 
apply to those elected during the April 2023 
election.

The last increase the village approved was 
in 2007. The motion to approve the above 

LaSalle Co. to hold free electronics recycling
OTTAWA – A free electronics recycling 

event will be held on Saturday, Oct. 3 from 8 
a.m.-noon at the LaSalle County Government 
Center, 707 E. Etna Road, Ottawa.

The event is for LaSalle County residents 
only and pre-registration is required. Register 
online (preferred) at https://lasallecounty.
as.me/ or by phone at (815) 630-4308 

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday 8 
a.m.-noon.

There is a limit of two televisions per 
vehicle. The event is not open to businesses 
and oversized loads may be refused.

Accepted items include cables and sat-
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Book drive fundraiser to 
benefi t Mendota youth

MENDOTA - Our nation 
is in a literacy crisis. Al-
though 100 percent of Kin-
dergarteners report wanting 
to read for fun, by 4th grade 
the number drops to 54 per-
cent, and by high school, it 
is only 19 percent. The good 
news is there are simple 
things we can do to help. 

Book ownership mat-
ters. A 20-year global study 
showed that children who 
have plenty of books in their 
home complete more educa-
tion and earn more per year. 

In partnership with the 
Graves-Humes Public li-
brary, Jennifer Bast (Foulk) 
hopes to promote literacy and 
inspire a love of reading at 
a young age in local youth.  

Bast is asking the com-
munity to join her and 
Graves-Hume Public Library 
in supporting local fami-
lies through the Chamber’s 

“Mendota Christmas.” They 
hope each child attending this 
event will go home with a 
free book. Each $25 donation 
provides 2-3 children with a 
new book, a simple way to 
give back and provide a new 
book in time for the holidays. 

Over the next month, 
the goal is to raise $3,000. 
Combined with 50 percent 
donation matching from 
Usborne Books & More, this 
will provide Mendota with 
$4,500 in books. With just 
120 donations of $25, this 
goal can be reached. 

Donations can be made at 
https:/ /www.gofund-

me .com/manage /d t5b-
nr-books-for-mendota. All 
donations are tax deductible.

“I hope you’ll have the 
opportunity to partner with 
us in making a difference 
for these amazing children,” 
Bast said.

LOCAL AND AREA

Your Local Bank
  connected to your financial needs

From fee-free checking and savings 
accounts to affordable borrowing 
solutions, we’re here to meet our 
community’s banking needs with a 
personal touch.

Free Online & 
Mobile Banking, 
Remote Deposit 
Capture

Plus free online 
   bill pay with no 
     minimum balance 
     requirement!

To open an account, 
talk to us in 

person today!

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

NMLS#447018

Carl’s Quiz
What is a Hupmobile? 

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Sneezing with 
your eyes open is impossible.

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

GRAVES-HUME PUBLIC LIBRARYObituaries
Continued from Page A4

Brought to  you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

Ronald L. Rebholz 
MENDOTA - Ronald Lee Re-

bholz, 63, formerly of Mendota 
passed away Sept. 20, 2020 at his 
home in Buchanan, Tenn. surround-
ed by family after a long battle with 
brain cancer.

Funeral services will be held at 
noon on Saturday, Sept. 26  at the 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota 
with Rev. Tony Dieckmann offi -
ciating. Burial will be at Restland 
Cemetery, Mendota. Visitation will be from 10 a.m. until 
noon on Saturday at the funeral home. The family wishes to 
thank everyone in advance for adhering to COVID guidelines 
of wearing a mask and practicing social distancing.

As a lifetime Chicago Cubs fan the family kindly requests 
all guests to sport Cubs attire in his honor. Additionally, if 
you have an old car, a fast car, or just a real cool car, feel free 
to bring it out to the Moose from 2-5 p.m. on Saturday. The 
family is trying to send him off with all his favorite things.

Ronald was born March 1, 1957 in Mendota to Earl and 
Lois (Smith) Rebholz. He married the love of his life, Joann 
Walzer on July 14, 1979. She preceded him in death on July 
13, 2016 after nearly 37 years of marriage.

Ronald graduated from Mendota High School in 1976 with 
his sister by his side. His junior year he met his high school 
sweetheart and soul mate Joann. Joann and his sister, Donna did 
their part on the dance team to cheer on Ronald as he starred 
on the basketball team averaging 22 points a game. Ronald 
and Joann welcomed the fi rst of two daughters, Jill Renee, in 
January of 1984 and their second, Lori Jo, in June of 1985. 
He was such a proud father and spent every vacation day he 
had to attend every single athletic event they played in. He 
may have only had two daughters, but he was a father to so 
many more. Ronald worked at Caterpillar Tractor Company 
for 17 years while residing in Pontiac before moving back 
into his childhood home. Once back in Mendota, he began 
working for the City Streets and Parks Department. He then 
retired after giving 20 hard years to the city he cared so much 
for. He was known for his love of antique cars, auto detailing, 
and his favorite furry friend, Oliver. He shared his love of 
old cars and fast cars so much with his brothers, Raymond 
and Donald, and brother-in-law, Dean and from attending 
several car shows with them and watching Donald from the 
stands when he raced his stock car.

Ronald was preceded in death by his parents and his 
brother, Raymond Rebholz on June 18, 2020.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial donations may be given to 
assist his family with funeral expenses.

ordinance was approved 6-0.
Trick or Treat

Acting Village President 
John Stenzel asked Village 
Clerk MacKenzie Belan to 
look into whether or not the 
village could have Trick or 
Treating hours this year. 
Belan said that as of the 
meeting, the Lee County 
Health Department has not 
come out and said no Trick 
or Treating. She said she 
talked to the 4-H Club, which 
normally hosts an event for 
Halloween, and the club said 
they are not going to do any-
thing this year. She said she 
also spoke with Pastor Brian 
McWethy of Grace Fellow-
ship Sublette, and reported 
that the church is planning on 
doing something. Belan said 
that certain things should be 
followed this year for Trick 
or Treating like the treats 
already in a bag and the bags 
on a table in the front yard, 
so children won’t be going 
up and ringing the doorbell. 

Sublette Village Trustee 
Julie Kessel said she feels 
it’s up to the parents if they 

want their children to go 
Trick or Treating, adding that 
residents can turn their lights 
off if they do not want Trick 
or Treaters. 

The board decided to 
hold off setting a date, time, 
guidelines for people, until 
the next board meeting.  

In other board news:
• The board discussed 

rentals at the Ellice Dinges 
Center and recommended 
directing Ellice Dinges Cen-
ter Janitor Freddy Arteaga 
to write requests down for 
2021, but that nothing is 
guaranteed. 

• Economic Development 
Chair Don Dinges said he is 
working on a tentative sched-
ule for 2021 events, and that 
as of right now, it does not 
look promising for having 
the Sublette Christmas Walk.

The next Sublette Village 
Board meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 12 
at the Ellice Dinges Center.

Sublette
Continued from Page A2

ellite receivers, cameras, 
cash registers and credit 
card readers, cell phones 
and accessories, chargers, 
circuit boards, computer 
servers, computers and com-
puter parts, copiers/printers/
scanners/fax machines/type-
writers, DVD/VHS players, 
external hard drives, ferrous 
and non-ferrous metals, 
ink and toner cartridges, 
laptops/tablets/eReaders, 
mice and keyboards, micro-
waves, monitors-all types, 
MP3/iPods/etc., networking 
equipment-modems, switch-
es, routers, hubs, phones 
and telecom equipment, 
projectors, rechargeable 

batteries-lithium ion, Ni-Cd, 
lead acid, Ni-Mh, stereos/ra-
dios/speakers, televisions-all 
types, Uninterrupted Pow-
er Supplies, video game 
consoles, wire, cables and 
Christmas lights. 

Non-accepted items: 
loose alkaline batteries (ac-
cepted while contained in 
electronic devices), liquid 
containing items, Freon 
containing items (A/C units, 
dehumidifi ers), white goods 
(refrigerators, freezers), ther-
mostats, light bulbs.

For information not re-
garding registration, call La-
Salle County Environmental 
Services and Land Use at 
(815) 434-8666. 

Recycle
Continued from Page A2

Pumpkin Decorating Contest 
MENDOTA - Graves-Hume Public Library is hosting a 

one-time family craft project this fall, “The Great Library 
Pumpkin Contest.” Everyone is invited to get a pumpkin from 
the library beginning this week and take part in the event.

Just stop by and pick up a pumpkin provided by the library 
and  decorate it in ANY way with ANY materials you choose. 
Please note - carved pumpkins will not be accepted. Bring 
the pumpkin back to the library no later than Oct. 13 so the 
community can vote on their favorite. Voting begins Oct. 13. 

The library will award the top two pumpkins with a gift 
card for Mendota Chamber Bucks. All children who participate 
will receive a participation prize. No library card is required.

Free craft projects for kids 
MENDOTA - Graves-Hume Public Library is branching 

out in a new direction. Due to the inability to host in-person 
programs for youth at this time, the library staff has put together 
crafts for children, which may be picked up at your leisure. 

Each month, there will be an age-appropriate craft project 
for different age groups, just as if the library was hosting 
in-person activities. The library will offer a craft for: Shake 
Rattle & Read (birth-2 years), Small Fries (3 years-Kinder-
garten), Grades 1-4 and Grades 5-8. The crafts are free and 
come with all or most of the items needed to complete. Ev-
eryone is welcome to take part; a library card is not required.

Carolynn Ohlendorf, Children Services, looks forward to 
offering these activities. “Even though we are unable to host 
programs in person, we wanted to provide some fun crafts for 
all our littlest patrons,” she said. “I truly miss seeing all my 
little friends, and I can’t wait until we can all meet again.”

Craft projects will be available each month from September 
through December. Anyone wishing to get a free craft for 
their child should simply stop in at the Graves Hume Public 
Library to pick it up. There is no need to register. 
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Clifford W. Schlesinger
PAW PAW - Clifford W. 

Schlesinger, 93, of Paw Paw, passed 
away at home Sept. 16, 2020. 

An outdoor visitation was held 
from 2-4 p.m. on Sept. 20 at Imman-
uel Lutheran Church in Compton. 
Graveside funeral service was at 
11 a.m. on Sept. 21 at Immanuel 
Lutheran Cemetery with Pastor Jeff 
Schlesinger officiating. COVID 
guidelines, the wearing of masks 
and practicing of social distancing, were observed for the 
visitation and funeral.

Cliff was born May 12, 1927 in Compton to Phillip C. 
and Hilda (Kaufman) Schlesinger. He married June Adell 
Sloter on June 24, 1956 at Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Compton. She preceded him in death. 

Survivors include two children, Connie (Craig) Ganz of 
Mendota and David (Cindy) Schlesinger of Earlville; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Connie Schlesinger of Paw Paw; six grandchildren, 
Michelle (Terrie) Bauer, Jason (Jaime) Ganz, Stephanie 
Ganz, Diane (Michael) Reppin, Scott (Katie) Schlesinger 
and Jayde (Sam Lipp) Schlesinger; seven great-grandchil-
dren, Allison and Alexis Bauer, Connor Reppin, Emerson 
and Oliver Ganz, Lucas Schlesinger, and Eleanor Lipp; a 
brother-in-law, Rockwell (Mary Ann) Sloter of Mendota; a 
sister-in-law, Annabelle Myers of Thornsby, Alberta, Canada; 
and numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his wife; one son, Ronald 
Schlesinger; one brother, Newton (Freda) Schlesinger; and 
two sisters, Eleanor (Melvin) Mathesius and Corrine (Stan-
ley) Rosenkrans.

Cliff was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Compton, where he previously served on the church coun-
cil, and was an active member of the Paw Paw Lions Club. 
He was also active in his community. He previously served 
on the Lee County 4-H Board, Paw Paw Co-op Board, Lee 
County Farm Bureau Board and was a former member of the 
Cattlemen’s Association. Cliff was a lifelong farmer which, to 
him, was not just a job but his passion. He enjoyed traveling 
with his wife, watching tractor pulls, and scouting crops.

Contributions in Cliff’s memory may be directed to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Compton. Please visit www.
TormanFuneralHome.com to sign the online guest book.

John T. Hartt 
MENDOTA - John T. Hartt, 76, of 

Mendota died Sept. 17, 2020 in his 
home surrounded by his family.

Private family funeral services 
were held at 11 a.m. on Sept. 22 at 
the Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota 
with Rev. Mary Bohall offi ciating. 
Cremation rites were accorded after 
the funeral. Private burial will be at 
Restland Cemetery, Mendota at a later 
date. Visitation was from 4-7 p.m. on 
Sept. 21 at the funeral home. Facemasks were required for 
entrance. 

John was born April 1, 1944 in Galesburg to Omer and 
Frances (Cooke) Hartt. He married Carolyn Carr on June 
16, 1963 in Mendota.

Survivors include his wife of Mendota; three daughters, 
Cindy (Jerry) Saylor of Mendota, Sandy Barkman of Mendota 
and Kelly Hartt of Chandler, Ariz.; one son, Rick (Jennifer) 
Hartt of Mendota; 11 grandchildren, Nick (Rachel) Kenne-
dy, Adam (Tonya) Kennedy, Eric Salander, Tyler (Brittini) 
Salander, Delaney Lockard, Kassidy Barkman, Tyce Barkman, 
Dylan Schultz, Spencer (Madi) Evans, Macy Hartt and Brody 
Hartt; fi ve great-grandchildren, Michael Rosales, Jonathon 
Rosales, Liam and Abby Salander and Laikyn Evans; and 
one sister, Mary Donnell of Mendota.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one brother, 
Bill Hartt.

John was a 1962 graduate of Mendota High School. He 
worked at Wayside Press in Mendota for 25 years and retired 
from Growmark in Yorkville.

Memorials may be directed to the family.

Janet P. Schmidt
MENDOTA - Janet P. Schmidt, 

82, of Mendota passed away Sept. 
17, 2020 at St. Anthony’s Medical 
Center, Rockford, after a brief 
illness.

Mass of Christian Burial was 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Sept. 23 at 
Holy Cross Church, Mendota with 
Father Peter Pilon offi ciating. Burial 
was at Restland Cemetery, Mendota. 
Visitation was from 4-7 p.m. on Sept. 22 at the Merritt Funeral 
Home, Mendota and from 9:30 until 10 a.m. on Sept. 23 at 
the funeral home.

Pallbearers were  Vince Gatza, Joe Gatza, Jesse Clinton, 
Andy Clinton, Jason Klein and Austin Ficek.

Janet was born Sept. 16, 1938 to Elmer and Lillian (Truck-
enbrod) Bauer. She married her high school sweetheart, James 
Schmidt on Oct. 26, 1957.

Survivors include three daughters, Donna (James) Clinton, 
Debbie (Frank) Gatza and Betty (Rick) Cook; one son, Dennis 
Schmidt; nine grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by a daughter Carol; one 
sister, Eleanor Geuther; a brother-in-law, Ralph Geuther; 
sister-in-law, Anna Jegglie; brother-in-law, Ron Jegglie; and 
brother-in-law, Tony Witczak.

Janet graduated from LaMoille High School in 1956. 
She was a beautician for many years. Jim and Janet were 
members of the Holy Cross Church in Mendota, where Janet 
was a member of the altar and rosary society and sang in the 
church choir. She also volunteered for 20 years at Mendota 
Community Hospital, now known as OSF Saint Paul Medical 
Center. She loved spending time with her family playing 
cards and crocheting. She was a great cook and always had 
cookies for everyone whenever they came over. She also 
loved to play the organ and loved gardening. Her kids will 
always remember their childhood vacations spent fi shing, 
swimming, and sightseeing. Jim and Janet also took many 
wonderful trips and cruises with friends and other family 
members. Janet’s favorite music was country music and at 
any time she was ready for another trip to Branson.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences can be sent to www.merrittfh.com. 

Joseph R. Sester 
MENDOTA - Joseph Raymond 

“Joe” Sester, 81, of Mendota passed 
away peacefully Sept. 15, 2020 at 
his home.

Visitation was from 2-4 p.m. on 
Sept. 20 at the Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota. Mass of Christian Burial was 
at 11 a.m. on Sept. 21 at Saint Patrick 
Catholic Church, LaSalle with Father 
Tom Otto offi ciating. Burial followed 
at North Kingston Cemetery in Genoa 
at 2 p.m. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, everyone attending 
was  asked to wear a mask and use social distancing guidelines.

Joe was born in 1939 in Genoa to Raymond “Bub” and 
Isabel (Rubeck) Sester, as the eldest of seven boys. He married 
Corinne Eide on June 21, 1957 in Sycamore.

Survivors include his wife of Mendota; three children, 
Christopher (Rayanne) Sester, Scott (Dana) Sester and 
Michele (Duane) Brotherton; nine grandchildren; fi ve 
great-grandchildren; and three brothers, Ronnie, Norman 
and Gayle Sester.

He was preceded in death by his parents and three brothers, 
Lindsay, Gary and Kirk Sester.

In 1956, Joe, the beguiling running back of the Genoa 
Kingston High School football team, captured the eye of his 
high school sweetheart and future wife, Corinne. The day 
after Joe’s high school graduation, he grabbed his suitcase, 
a graduation gift from his grandmother, and they hopped 
on a bus from Sycamore to O’Hare for a fi nal destination 
of North Carolina. After a fruitless elopement, Joe and 
Corinne offi cially tied the knot in Sycamore. Joe was hired 
in 1957 as a telephone installer for Leich Electric. He and 
Corinne and their dog, Poochie hit the road for three years, 
traveling across the U.S. to various job sites and enjoying 
many adventures as a new couple. They had their fi rst child, 
Christopher in 1960 and lived in Genoa until the telephone 
company transferred them to Mendota in 1962. In Mendota, 
Joe worked as switchman at the telephone company (General 
Telephone, now Frontier) until he retired at age 60. He also 
loved to share his trade, hosting numerous grade school class 
fi eld trips at the local Mendota telephone offi ce, showing the 
kids the fascinating insides of the telephone switch room. 
He became known in the state as the go-to-guy and was sent 
to resolve the most diffi cult trouble-shooting assignments.

When Joe set his mind on doing something, there was no 
stopping him. In 1977 and 1978, he and his brother, Gayle 
built the Sester dream house on fi ve acres north of Mendota. 
This was through two of the worst blizzards on record. He 
continued his day job at the phone company and managed to 
work on the house in the evenings and weekends, installing 
all electrical and plumbing - even with his right hand in a 
cast part of the time. In his 70s and 80s he was doing all of 
his own siding and roof replacements, car repairs, chopping 
down trees and taking care of their fi ve acres. Joe felt his faith 
deeply and sincerely and always put others before himself. 
He would give you the shirt off his back if you asked. For 
many years, he drove fellow Mendota parishioners to church, 
lovingly provided communion to nursing home residents, wore 
out two Bible covers reading his Bible daily, and was a very 
active member in his local church. He was known to give 
people the last dollar in his wallet and helped out numerous 
strangers who needed help including a couple who showed 
up at their home door stranded. Without question, he drove 
them 30 miles in the middle of the night to their hometown.

Joe would want everyone to remember him with a joke 
or smile. Please pass on your favorite humorous story to 
brighten up someone else’s day, which is what he would 
want most of all.

The online guestbook may be viewed at www.merrittfh.
com. Memorials may be directed to Saint Patrick Catholic 
Church in LaSalle, Holy Cross Church in Mendota or CBN 
[the Christian Broadcasting Company].

Richard I. Garland 
SUBLETTE - Richard I. Garland, 

90, of Sublette died Sept. 14, 2020 at 
Rock River Hospice Home, Sterling.

A public visitation was held from 
9 to 10:45 a.m. on Sept. 19 at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Church in Sublette. Face coverings 
and public distancing were required. 
A private family Mass of Christian 
Burial was at the church with Rev. 
Randy Fronek offi ciating. Burial 
with military honors was at St. Mary Cemetery. Arrangements 
were  handled by Mihm-Jones Funeral Home in Amboy.

Richard was born Nov. 3, 1929 in Princeton to Cornelius 
T. and Gertrude (Battin) Garland. He was the only one of 
his parent’s 11 children born in a hospital. He married Leila 
Ann Rapp on June 28, 1952.

Survivors include his wife; six children, Jerry (Pat) Garland 
of Sublette, Karen (Dan) Leake of Dixon, Sue (Maurice) 
Zimmerlein of Sublette, Patti (Jim) Heintzelman of Dixon, 
Dean Garland of Island Lake, and Roger (Michelle) Garland of 
Hilliard, Ohio; eight grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; 
and one brother, Robert Garland of Springfi eld.

He was preceded in death by an infant daughter, Joyce Ann 
Garland; fi ve sisters, Delores Chesley, Midge Hochstatter, 
Evelyn Ryan, Vivian Gabel and Rosmund Buckley; and four 
brothers, Joseph, Clifford, Virgil and Raymond Garland.

Richard served in the U.S. Army 3rd Infantry as a B.A.R. 
gunner during the Korean Confl ict. He worked at Conco in 
Mendota until retiring in 1978 and then worked for Chicago 
Whiting Crane Company. He had also owned and operated 
the Garland Vault Business and with his wife, owned and 
operated the Garland Health Spa, both in Mendota. He was 
member of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church in 
Sublette, the Elks Lodge in Mendota and was a volunteer 
fi reman/ambulance driver for 18 years with the Sublette 
Fire Department.

Memorials have been established to Sublette Fire De-
partment, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church and 
Rock River Hospice and Home. 

Condolences may be sent online at www.thejonesfh.com. 
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workmanship very 
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customers do too. 
After all, when 
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permanent thing 
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Window on gate tower replica north of  Amtrak DepotWinner -   Zachary Hunt

Where is it…

in Mendota?

Our Family Protecting Your Family
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Serving you is our specialty, because we make 
your needs our priority. Get coverage from 
people you know will be there when you need 
them most. Trust in Tomorrow.® 

Contact us today.

THERE WHEN YOU 
NEED US MOST

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.
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815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011  

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Sept. 25
Sesame Ginger Salmon

Saturday, Sept. 26
Cookout Night!  

Ribeye & Pork Chops cooked on a charcoal grill. Served 
with potato, vegetable, salad bar & dessert.

(also serving full menu both nights)

09212020

Open for indoor dining. 
Carryout and curbside 
pickup also available. 

Serving lunch Tuesday - 
Saturday from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  

Dinner starting at 5 p.m.

Join us every Friday!
Bucket of Beer - 5 for $11.00

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue &Wed 9-5 

Thurs Closed • Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4 09092019

You can still participate!
Hosted by Mendota Area Senior Services

You can still receive information by mail from 
all the vendors. Contact Mendota Area Senior 

Services to be added to the mailing list.

For more information, call 
MASS at 815-539-7700.

mendotaareaseniorservices.org
This event is provided through a grant received from  

Western Illinois Area Agency on Aging.

CAREGIVER FAIR!

09232020

MESSAGE FROM CITY
Political signs are not permitted 

on any city of Mendota property. 
Signs are allowed on the city right-
of-way as long as the property 
owner maintains that property. All 
political signs must be removed by 
Saturday, Nov. 7.

teacher would test positive 
for COVID-19 and we had 
our first student test positive 
yesterday [Sept. 15].”

When a student tests 
positive, the school provides 
the LaSalle County Health 
Department with the names 
and phone numbers of people 
who were exposed to that 
student. That includes any-
one who was within six feet 
of the student for 15 minutes 
or longer. Aughenbaugh said 
the health department then 
does all the contact tracing. 
“They have been wonderful 
to work with, always avail-
able to answer our questions 
and they work very closely 
with our school nurse, talking 
almost daily,” she said.

Anyone who was exposed 
must quarantine for 14 days 
from the contact date. Pru-
sator pointed out that this 
process is good because it is a 
way to prevent further spread 
and to keep people safe. In 
addition, any student who has 
any symptoms of sickness 
at all, such as a headache or 
sore throat, has to do a 10-
day quarantine before they 
can return to school. 

To keep the public up-
dated, the MHS website 
[mendotahs.org] has a quick 
link to a COVID-19 dash-
board with statistics on any 
quarantines, positive cases, 
recovered cases and overall 
enrollment. “I will try to 
update it daily so we can be 
as transparent and honest 
as possible with everyone,” 
Prusator said. “The worst 
thing is for rumors that are 
not true to get started. This 
way, anyone can check and 
see how many students are in 
school, how many positives 
we’ve had, how many are in 
quarantine, etc.”

Teachers
MHS English teachers 

Matt Gehm and Jenn Masini 
agreed that the first week 
of school went well for 
the most part. Gehm said 
students have been really 
good about mask-wearing, 
aside from an occasional 
reminder to someone to 
keep the mask on properly. 
“There hasn’t seemed to be 
any real push-back to wear-
ing them,” he said. “I think 
the students understand the 
importance of wearing a 
mask to protect others and 
stop or slow the potential 
spread of COVID primarily, 
but other similar viruses 
as well. And if not, I think 
they understand that they do 
have to wear one in order 
to be here since remote 
learning is an option. In 
general, the students seem 
to be adjusting well to all 
the changes. I think that 
they are glad to be back 
and having some return to 
normalcy, even if it’s not a 
completely normal return.”

For Masini, masks and 
social distancing have 
presented somewhat of a 
challenge to learning and 
instruction this year. “But 
the health and well-being 

of our students and staff 
is priority number one and 
I have been impressed by 
how cooperative my stu-
dents have been in wearing 
their masks,” she said. 

Masini noted that the 
short “mask breaks” during 
class when the teacher 
and students step outside, 
socially distance, and take 
masks off to get a breath 
of fresh air is helpful. “I 
do miss being able to smile 
at my students and seeing 
my students’ smiles,” she 
said. “Also, teachers have 
to speak louder while wear-
ing a mask for students to 
be able to hear them, so 
strained voices have been 
a bit of an issue.” 

As for teaching, Gehm 
said some adjustments had 
to be made to modify les-
sons and unit plans for the 
new block schedule. “But 
changing up the routine can 
be good,” he added. “It’s 
easy to fall into a rut and do 
the same things all the time, 
so the schedule change is 
good for us teachers in that 
regard.” 

Gehm, who also teaches 
social studies, said he had 
a jump start on the changes 
because the social studies 
department put all their 
materials online when MHS 
went one-to-one and he did 
the same with his English 
courses. “That made the 
transition during the spring 
shutdown a bit easier for 
me personally, and as a 
department the other social 
studies teachers and I had 
to make only a handful of 
modifications so students 
could turn in their work,” 
he said.

Both Gehm and Masini 
said learning to use new 
technology tools such as 
Zoom has taken some time. 
“Many teachers put in many 
hours over the summer fa-
miliarizing themselves with 
technology tools such as 
Bitmoji/virtual classrooms, 
Flipgrid, Screencastify, 
and Zoom (just to name a 
few),” Masini said. “An-
other obstacle teachers will 
be faced with is providing 
instruction to students who 
may be in quarantine at 
home for extended periods 
of time, while addressing 
the needs of our in-person 
learners. It is a bit of a 
juggling act with lots of 
trial and error with Zoom 
and Google Classroom as 
we figure it all out.” 

But Gehm said Zoom 
could  a lso  be  a  rea l 
game-changer for teaching 
students who have extended 
absences for surgeries or 
illnesses. “Now, a student 
who is home for a couple 
of days can receive similar 
instruction to the students 
who are in attendance,” he 
said. “It’s not exactly the 
same as being in-person, 
but it is a good substitute. 
Students will be better able 
to keep up with the course-
work, so in that regard, 
this experience has been 
positive.”

Both agreed that it will 
take some time to feel totally 
comfortable with the new 
technology, though. “Like I 
tell my students, flexibility 
and patience are going to be 
the name of the game this 
year, and we are all going 
to have to give each other – 
and ourselves – a whole lot 
of grace as we adapt to the 
changes,” Masini said.

Looking ahead
Prusator emphasized that 

MHS wants to keep the high 
school open as long as they 
possibly can. His concern 
is that over time there may 
not be enough staff to do so. 
Currently, teachers who are 
quarantined have been able 
to teach from home using 
Zoom, which has worked 
well so far. “I credit the staff 
and Mr. Siri for their effort 
with this,” he said. “They 
have been extremely coop-
erative and we couldn’t have 
asked for more from them. 
We held so many meetings 
over the summer and had 
everyone involved in making 
decisions. Because of that, 
the people who are here feel 
safe.” 

This semester, 99 of 
MHS’s 522 students opted 
for remote learning and do not 
attend regular classes. Those 
students are on a completely 
online curriculum and do not 
attend any classes via Zoom. 
Prusator said remote students 
have the same educational 
standards and are required to 
have 300 minutes of instruc-
tion per day, which is tracked 
through the software. “Some 
students are doing well with 
the curriculum, others are 
struggling, but it is still much 
better than is was last spring,” 
he noted.

Prusator said his main 
focus this year is keeping 
school open. “Everybody 
is very happy to be back at 
school and we are asking 
parents and the community 
to hang in there with us,” he 
said. “There will be chal-
lenges ahead but I believe 
the kids are safe at school. 
In fact, two of our remote 
learners have tested positive 
and they were not in school. I 
don’t think the virus is being 
spread at school because the 
kids are following the rules 
here. But when they’re at 
home and on the weekends 
with their friends, do they 
keep their masks on all the 
time? We can’t control that.” 

MHS
Continued from Page A1

“And it’s really kind of a 
cruel hoax. I mean, the Pres-
ident’s essentially dangling 
this carrot in front of people. 
And I would say, this is that 
perfect scenario where all 
that glitters is not gold.”

According to an analysis 
by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, a worker earn-
ing $50,000 a year would 
see a temporary increase of 
$119.23 in each two-week 
pay period. But at the end of 
the year, that person would 
owe $1,073.08 in deferred 
taxes.

Mendoza said she be-
lieves the program was 
devised to boost Trump’s 
re-election campaign.

“I mean, it couldn’t be any 
clearer,” she said. “And the 
fact that the President (this) 
week turned around and said 
that…if he gets reelected, he 
will forgive the payroll defer-
ral and people wouldn’t have 
to pay it back. I mean, to me, 
that’s just a clear attempt to 
buy votes, he does not have 

Tax
Continued from Page A1 the legal authority to forgive 

the debt. And he doesn’t 
tell people that even if he 
could – which thankfully 
he does not – if he did, he’d 
be doing it at the expense of 
bankrupting Social Security, 
which millions of Americans 
rely on.”

Meanwhile, Mendoza 
said, the bigger threat to the 
economy is the possibility 
that Congress will not ap-
prove an aid package to help 
state and local governments 
that have seen precipitous 
declines in revenue due to 
the recession brought on by 
the pandemic, something 
Pritzker also warned about.

Preparing for what he 
called a “nightmare scenar-
io” if Congress fails to pass 
an aid package, Pritzker said 
he has asked state agency 
heads to make plans for a 
5-percent budget cut in the 
current fiscal, which ends 
June 30, 2021, and a 10-per-
cent cut for the following 
fiscal year.

The Democratic-con-
trolled U.S. House passed 

such a bill in May, but it has 
languished in the Republi-
can-controlled Senate where 
GOP leaders have argued 
that the federal government 
shouldn’t be asked to bail 
out states that were already 
in financial trouble before the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We’re not asking for the 
government to come in and 
bail us out for the self-in-
flicted wounds of the past,” 
Mendoza said. “We were on 
our way to fixing that and to 
getting back on stable fiscal 
footing. But without a doubt, 
the federal government has 
an obligation to step up for 
all states in the nation, and 
to help us supplement for the 
lost income directly related 
to COVID-19.”

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspa-
pers statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.)

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Com-
munity College’s Admissions Office 
hosts a live, virtual Parent College 101 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 29.

The free event is for parents and 
guardians of current high school stu-
dents to provide information on the 
college search process, including topics 
such as when to start, the difference 

between certificates and four-year 
degrees, and enrollment steps and 
timelines.

The Admissions team will be avail-
able to answer questions and a parent 
and student will share their perspective. 

Go to www.ivcc.edu/visit or call 
(815) 224-0439 to RSVP or for infor-
mation. Students are welcome to attend.

IVCC schedules live virtual 
Parent College 101 event

By KEVIN BESSLER
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD – Illi-
noisans unable to pay their 
utility bills during the coro-
navirus pandemic may soon 
be out of luck.

The shutoff moratorium 
for many state-regulated 
electric, water, sewer and 
natural gas utility companies 
– such as Illinois American 
Water, Nicor Gas and Aqua 
Illinois – expires Sept. 30. 
Ameren and ComEd’s mor-
atorium ended Sept. 10.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker said he 

Moratorium on utility shutoffs
is winding down in Illinois 

plans to put pressure on the 
utility companies.

“It is my intention to con-
tinue to lean on them to do the 

right thing,” 
P r i t z k e r 
said. “I must 
say though 
that many of 
them have 
s t e p p e d 
forward to 
do the right 

thing on their own, some 
slightly more reluctant than 
others, but they have come 
to the table and we are going 

to continue to work on that.”
Last week, Pritzker abrupt-

ly ended a news conference in 
Macomb after people in the 
crowd began chanting “No 
utility shutoffs.”

Jennifer Golz, media rela-
tions manager with Nicor Gas, 
said assistance is available for 
customers with past due bills.

“If those are customers 
who have been affected 
by the ongoing pandemic, 
they still have time to make 
account arrangements and 
learn how we might be able 
to help them,” she said.

Pritzker
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By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – I read The Atlantic magazine story 

asserting that Donald Trump denigrated America’s war 
dead, and then I cringed.

It’s certainly troubling if any president were to say 
such a thing. But I have no way of reaching an objective 
determination on whether it was said or not.

Why? The story is based on anonymous sources. 
Not only do we have no idea who these people are, we 

have no idea why they are speaking up now – two years 
after – the alleged utterance. And we also don’t know 
what access, if any, they had to the president.

Regular readers of this column know I’m no fan of 
Trump. But I am a fan of good journalism. And The 
Atlantic story doesn’t make the cut.

Yes, there are rare instances where unidentified 
sources are necessary, but it has become all too common 
a practice in American journalism.

In this case, the journalist is asking us to take his 
word that he was told these things.

Sorry, I’m not biting.
“Not having any identified sources in that story makes 

it far less credible,” said Al Tompkins, a senior faculty 
member at the Poynter Institute, a journalism school 
for news professionals.

The cloak of anonymity makes it next to impossible 
to hold sources accountable. What if they are lying or 
simply mistaken? Their identity will never be known.

I remember 25 years ago, I had a source on the Moline 
City Council who would leak to me what was discussed 
in closed executive sessions.

After I published a story citing an unnamed source 
spilling the beans on a project the city was involved with, 
my source rose the next week, wagged his finger at his col-
leagues and denounced “whoever was leaking to the press.”

I sat there, notebook in hand unable to hold this 
person accountable without breaking my promise of 
confidentiality. In other words, I’d inadvertently given 
the fellow a ticket to lie.

Some might say that is an extreme example. But it 
really isn’t. People in government are routinely asked 
by supervisors, peers and other reporters if they were 
the confidential source in a news story. Do you think 
they tell the truth when they are asked? Don’t bet on it. 

And sometimes it’s not the source who is lying. 
“There are liars in every profession – including 

journalism,” Tompkins reminded me.
Friends have pointed out that The Atlantic is a pres-

tigious publication and for that reason we should give 
it extra credibility. Well, I love the magazine and have 
subscribed for more than 25 years.

But I also know that Jayson Blair worked for the 
New York Times, Stephen Glass for The New Republic, 
Janet Cooke for the Washington Post and Jack Kelley 
for USA Today. And each of these scoundrels fabricated 
sources despite working for high-profile publications.

So, the prestige of a publication doesn’t make it 
immune to wrongdoing within its ranks.

It’s worth noting that the Associated Press and other 
news organizations have apparently contacted some of 
the same individuals as The Atlantic and been told the 
same things – not for attribution.

Well, if the magazine’s competitors could figure out 
who the sources were within a few hours, don’t you 
think the president and other administration officials 
have a pretty good idea who is talking, too?

So, if the political insiders are in the know, the only 
people being deprived of the knowledge are the readers.

And we have no way of evaluating the credibility of 
the information. In that light, what value does it have?

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and 
a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com.)

Anonymous elicits uncertainty

By Rich Lowry
There’s a giant scheme afoot to disenfranchise voters in 

November -- it’s called mail-in balloting.
Mail-in voting has, like many things in our politics, taken 

on the aspect of tribal warfare -- if President Donald Trump 
is vociferously against it, Democrats must be vociferously 
for it, and vice versa.

Absentee voting is unquestionably less secure than in-per-
son voting, but there’s no evidence of widespread fraud. Nor 
is there evidence that, at least prior to this campaign, mail-in 
voting has favored Democrats, as the president believes.

There is inevitably going to be more mail-in voting in the 
fall, but in-person voting is superior. Only about one-hun-
dredth of 1% of in-person votes are rejected, whereas rejection 
rates of 1% are common with mail-in votes, and some states 
exceeded that during their primaries this year.

This should be a five-alarm worry for Democrats. Ac-
cording to polling, almost twice as many Biden supporters as 
Trump supporters say they’ll vote by mail this year. According 
to NPR, studies show “that voters of color and young voters 
are more likely than others to have their ballots not count.” 
In another universe, if Trump were urging Democrats to stay 
away from the polls and instead use a method more likely 
to get their votes discarded, it’d be attacked as a dastardly 
voter suppression scheme.

There are at least three ways that mail-in voting could 
contribute to a 2020 nightmare. Trump could be winning on 
election night, and the outcome slowly reverse over time. 
Delayed by the volume of mail-in ballots, states could blow 
past the deadline for finalizing their results. And if the margins 
in battleground states are very close, rejected mail-in ballots 
could lead to protracted, high-stakes court fights.

More than a half-million ballots were rejected in this year’s 

presidential primaries. Ballots are discarded for improper 
postmarks and signatures, and mail-in voters are also more 
prone to accidentally vote for more than one candidate or 
make other errors. 

In its primaries, New York delivered up the perfect storm 
of ramped-up mail-in voting and inadequate preparation. In 
the 12th Congressional District, it took weeks to declare a 
winner, and the number of rejected mail ballots was roughly 
three times Rep. Carolyn Maloney’s 3,700-vote margin of 
victory over challenger Suraj Patel.

What happened in New York easily could preview the 
general election. NPR notes that more than 23,000 absentee 
ballots were rejected in Wisconsin’s primary this year, ex-
ceeding Trump’s margin in the state in 2016. Nearly 40,000 
were rejected in Pennsylvania, where Trump won by 44,000 
votes in 2016.

In light of all this, it makes sense, first and foremost, to 
try to make more options available for in-person voting.

In addition, states should allow the counting of mail-in 
ballots prior to Election Day to minimize any swing in the 
count afterward. Congress should delay the date that states 
have to finalize their results, currently Dec. 8. And election 
officials and the parties should do everything they can to 
educate mail-in voters to do it correctly.

What should be intolerable is any attempt to change the 
rules after the fact, although it’s entirely conceivable that 
Democrats will feel compelled after Nov. 3 to argue that 
the mail-in voting that they’ve done so much to promote is 
desperately flawed and deeply unjust.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Democrats should worry about mail-in voting

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Sept. 24, 1997)
By Jessica Nashold

It has been 25 years since the Moose 
Lodge east of Mendota was dedicated. 
The building project had started in 1969 
with the purchase of 2 1/3 acres of land. 
The local lodge had been organized 
in 1926.

At the dedication ceremony, Sept. 
24, 1972, Jack Tower, Americanism 
chairman for Legion Post 540, gave 
the address. Members of the Boy Scout 
Troop 110 presented the colors. The 
flagpole had been dedicated by Louis 
Baird and the flag by Robert Nearing 
and Les Winners.

***
The Church of the Nazarene an-

nounced the sale of the old Methodist 
church on Sixth Avenue where it had 
been meeting and the purchase of the 
Mendota Bible Church building at 1215 
Sixth St.

New owners of the Methodist church 
were Terry Lampton and Larry Jacobsen 
of Antioch. They planned to restore 
the building because of its historical 
significance.

They will retain the colored 
windows, church bell and organ.

***
The Mendota city council passed 

an ordinance setting aside 96.85 acres 
of the Snyder legacy to be known as 
Snyder’s Grove. The balance of the 
property was to be leased to Earl Barr 
at $40 per acre. This income, or any 
income from the Snyder acreage, was 
to be used solely for park purposes.

This action was taken in order to 
qualify for a real estate tax exemption. 
The 1972 tax on the 249.075 acres was 
$3,745.81.

Barr was permitted to use timber 
or pasture in the grove, rent-free, but 
it was understood he would be given 
a 48-hour notice when park develop-
ment was about to begin. He would 
also help to control weeds and clear 
dead wood.

***

The director of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Local Government Affairs 
spoke to the LaSalle County Mayors’ 
Association at a meeting at the Moose 
Lodge. The mayors protested the 
amount of red tape encountered in 
applying for grants.

Mendota’s Mayor Louis Kooper-
smith needed, but had not received, 
a variance in order to burn trees cut 
down because of disease. He was told 
he should have asked the State Pollution 
Control Board instead of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency for this 
variance. The frustrated Koopersmith 
exploded.

It takes one man full time to keep 
up with all the regulations.

***
The elementary school board met 

Sept. 20, 1972, and declared the Troy 
Grove school building economically 
unusable. Its disposition would be de-
termined at the Oct. 10 board meeting.

***
The Mendota Woman’s Club had 

made a defensive driving course 
available to the community, taught by 
a state trooper.

Some insurance companies of-
fer reduced premiums to those 
taking the course.
Three meetings, one week apart, cost 

$1.50, payable at the first meeting. A 
daytime course in the First State Bank 
community room could not accommo-
date all the applicants, so night courses 
were added. Arrangements were made 
by Mrs. Oden Jordal, Mrs. A.E. Claus 
and Mrs. Dan Copper.

***
Motorists who wanted to keep their 

1972 license numbers in 1973 were 
given a Sept. 30 deadline to apply.

The earlier applications are 

received the sooner the plates 
will be delivered.

***
Herbert Goslin of Goslin Drugs 

purchased the Pratt building at 707 
Washington St. A new store front and 
entrance would be part of extensive 
remodeling. The Goslin store had 
been located at the corner of Main and 
Washington streets since 1940.

***
The Kanteen Mothers’ Board heard 

a request from the Kanteen Student 
Board that smoking by students be 
allowed. The mothers agreed to discuss 
the issue. The Kanteen would be open 
until 11:30 p.m. following the Ottawa 
game, with barbecue being served. After 
the Geneseo game, there would be hot 
chocolate and doughnuts. A 25-cent 
admission was charged on those nights.

***
In his SportsScope, Mike O’Connor 

mentioned that the Chicago Bears had a 
new head coach, Abe Gibron. As Bobby 
Douglass, quarterback, had achieved 
only four completions out of 12 pass 
attempts in a recent game, O’Connor 
agreed with critics who thought Dou-
glass would be a good halfback.

***
The Mendota Athletic Boosters So-

ciety (MABS) urged mothers to become 
members and attend meetings.

***
Governor Richard B. Ogilvie an-

nounced a trade mission to Russia. The 
group would depart Sept. 22, 1972, and 
its job would be to capture “every bit 
of extra business possible.” Ogilvie’s 
motivation – 

Benefits will be felt by the Illi-
nois farmers for years to come 
because of contacts that will be 
made.

***
Full text of Planning Standards 

for Comprehensive Amendment to 
the Zoning Ordinance of the City of 
Mendota occupied eight pages in The 
Mendota Reporter on Sept. 20, 1972. 
Carl Gardner & Associates of Chicago 
was consultant.

Mendota Moose dedicate lodge – 1972
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

UNITED STATES SENATORS
Tammy Duckworth (D), Washington office: G12 Dirksen 

Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510, telephone 
(202) 224-2854, fax (202) 228-4611; Chicago office: P.O. 
Box 10793, Chicago, IL 60610, telephone (847) 794-8977.

Dick Durbin (D), Washington office: 711 Hart Senate 
Bldg., Washington, DC 20510, telephone (202) 224-2152, 
fax (202) 228-0400; Chicago office: 230 S. Dearborn, Suite 
3892, Chicago, IL 60604, telephone (312) 353-4952, fax (312) 
353-0150; Springfield office: 525 S. Eighth St., Springfield, 
IL 62703, telephone (217) 492-4062, fax (217) 492-4382.

UNITED STATES CONGRESSMEN
Adam Kinzinger (R), 16th District, Washington, DC office: 

1221 Longworth HOB, Washington, DC 20515, telephone 
(202) 225-3635, fax (202) 225-3521; Ottawa office: 628 
Columbus St., Suite 507, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
431-9271, fax (815) 431-9383.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR
JB Pritzker (D), Springfield office: Office of the Governor, 

207 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-0244; Chicago office: Office of the Governor, James R. 
Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, 16-100, Chicago, IL 
60601, telephone (312) 814-2121; e-mail GovernorsOffice@
illinois.gov.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Juliana Stratton (D), Springfield office: 214 State House, Spring-

field, IL 62706, telephone (217) 558-3085, fax (217) 558-3094; 
Chicago office: James R. Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, 
Suite 15-200, Chicago, IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-5240; fax 
(312) 814-5228; e-mail LtGovernorsOffice@illinois.gov.

Public Servants
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HEALTH & FITNESS

Avenir 55 Roman
Optima Bold

ENT and Allergy Center

Dr. Maher Younes  
Board-Certified  
Ear, Nose and Throat  
Surgeon 

Angela Vezzetti
PA-C

     Sinus 
Blockage?  
Who do you turn to?

Dr. Maher Younes and the staff at the IVCH ENT and 

Allergy Center offer expert help for chronic  

sinusitis, including in-office balloon sinus dilation.

920 West St., Bldg. B 
(lower level)  Peru

815.223.4400 
Ivch.org/ENT

Mendota

09
07

20
16

(815)538-2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. 

Rt. 251
Mendota, IL 61342

We Thank the many 
supporters of the 
Mendota Area Y!

The Y continues to 
expand programs 
and membership 

services.
- Fantastic cardio/weight 

training equipment 
- FREE Group exercise 

classes
- Silver Sneakers
- Low monthly rates
- Household memberships
- Young Adult memberships
- No contracts
- FREE babysitting
- Fully staffed
- Includes the Illinois 

Valley Y at no extra cost
- Fitness on Demand 

(classes you demand)

Millions of people across 
the globe get flu shots each 
year. Flu shots protect peo-
ple against influenza, but 
they might provide even 
greater benefits in 2020.

As the world continues 
to confront the outbreak 
of the COVID-19 virus, 
it’s imperative that people 
everywhere take every 
step necessary to protect 
themselves and others. 
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
notes that a flu vaccine will 
not protect people against 
COVID-19. However, flu 
vaccines have been shown 
to reduce the risk of illness 
related to the flu. Those 
illnesses weaken people’s 
immune systems, making 
them more vulnerable to 
other viruses, including 
COVID-19.

Flu vaccines have also 
been shown to reduce the 
risk of hospitalization. 
That’s a significant benefit 
of being vaccinated, as 
people who get their flu 
shots can indirectly help 
hospitals conserve poten-
tially scarce resources. 
As the COVID-19 virus 
rapidly spread late in the 
winter of 2019-20, many 
hospitals across the country 
and even the globe were 
stretched incredibly thin. So 
anything ordinary citizens 

Why the flu shot is 
so important in 2020

Flu shots protect people against influenza, but they might 
provide even greater benefits in 2020.

can do to alleviate such 
burdens can help save lives 
while also making hospital 
workers’ jobs easier and less 
stressful. 

Many people may be 
concerned about going 
out and getting a flu shot 
in 2020. That’s especially 
likely for people who live 
in communities where the 
COVID-19 virus is spread-
ing. However, the CDC 
notes that getting a flu shot 
in 2020 is an essential part 
of protecting your health 
and the health of your fami-
ly. Many doctor’s offices are 
now insisting patients wait 
in their cars until doctors 
are ready to see them, and 
masks may be required 
when entering the doctor’s 
office. Such measures can 

reduce the risk of getting 
the COVID-19 virus when 
visiting a doctor’s office for 
a flu shot or another visit, 
so patients should not be 
hesitant to receive their vac-
cinations in 2020. Patients 
can follow such protocols 
even if their doctors are 
not insisting they do so. 
The same safety measures 
can be followed by people 
who intend to get their flu 
shots from neighborhood 
pharmacies.

Flu shots are vital to 
individual and public health 
every year, but the impor-
tance of being vaccinated 
against influenza in 2020 
is heightened as the world 
continues to confront the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 
virus.

Many people consider their gyms much 
more than a place to exercise. A gym can 
be a great place to socialize while trying to 
stay healthy. Having friends or fellow fitness 
enthusiasts around also can provide the mo-
tivation many people need to stay the course 
and achieve their fitness goals. 

The International Health, Racquet & 
Sportsclub Association says more than 
70 million consumers visited health clubs 
in 2017. That marked a record high since 
IHRSA began tracking data in 1987. Fitness 
memberships also are popular in Canada. 
GoodLife, the largest fitness club in Canada, 
has 400 different locations and more than 1.5 
million members. 

Fitness centers were among the many 
non-essential businesses forced to shutter 
as a result of COVID-19, forcing fitness 
enthusiasts to find new ways to stay mentally 
and physically fit. Many creative ideas have 
surfaced.

• Online classes: An internet connection is 
all that’s necessary to find a number of work-
outs that can be streamed from the comfort 
of home. The streaming website YouTube 
can be a gold mine for free workouts. Some 
cable service providers also may have On 
Demand fitness channels or rentals that can 
mirror some of the classes taken at the gym.

• Social apps: Gym-goers can inquire 
whether their gyms are offering alternative 
programs. For example, Jersey Strong, a fit-
ness chain in New Jersey, began live-stream-

ing many of its popular group fitness classes 
via a special Facebook page. Class instructors 
guide classes from their own homes or from 
empty gyms. Other gyms may provide links 
to subscriber-based gym training workouts 
free of charge.

• The great outdoors: Even though some 
parks, beaches and trails have been closed, 
workouts can take place in and around the 
neighborhood. Jogging or walking can be 
excellent cardiovascular exercises, as can 
taking a bicycle ride for a few miles down 
neighborhood streets. People who live in 
rural areas can run through forested land or 
even farmland. Pushups, sit-ups, planks, and 
other body weight exercises can be done right 
in the backyard. Before making a decision 
about whether or not to be active outside, be 
sure to check the latest guidance from your 
local health department and community or 
state leaders.

• Remote sports: Videos of city dwellers 
playing tennis across roof tops for much-need-
ed air and exercise have emerged in recent 
weeks. Similar benefits can be achieved 
with a game of catch, volleyball or racquet 
sports over fences with neighbors, provided 
limits on participants are placed and social 
distancing is maintained.

Staying fit during COVID-19 restrictions 
takes some ingenuity, but it’s certainly pos-
sible to maintain your overall health. In fact, 
some people have found they now have more 
time to exercise than they did before.

An internet connection is all that’s necessary to find a number of workouts that can 
be streamed from the comfort of home.

How to stay fit when social distancing

Doctors may not recom-
mend their patients take di-
etary advice from cartoons, 
but people looking to eat 
healthy could do worse than 
to follow the example set by 
Popeye. The beloved, nearly 
century-old, musclebound 
cartoon sailor often cred-
ited his incredible strength 
to spinach, a nutrient-rich 
green vegetable that can 
benefit the body in myriad 
ways.

A 2010 study from re-
searchers at Mahidol Uni-
versity in Bangkok found 
that children increased their 
vegetable consumption after 
watching Popeye cartoons. 
And while adults can cer-
tainly follow suit and watch 
more Popeye if they need 
motivation to eat right, many 
may only need to learn just 
how spinach affects their 
body to start including more 
of it in their diets.

• Spinach is good for your 
bones. The National Oste-
oporosis Foundation notes 
that green foods, including 
kale, spinach and brussel 
sprouts, are great sources of 
vitamin K and calcium, each 
of which promotes healthy 
bones. Spinach alone won’t 
be enough to prevent broken 
bones or osteoporosis, but 
when coupled with exercise 
and an overall healthy diet, 
spinach can be a key com-
ponent to keeping bones 
healthy and reducing risk 
for fractures.

• Spinach can help fight 
off viruses. The world re-
ceived a crash course in im-
munology in 2020, when the 
global COVID-19 pandemic 
changed life as the world 
knew it, seemingly in the 
blink of an eye. As measures 
to prevent the spread of the 
virus took hold, individuals 
looked for ways to bolster 
their immune systems. 
Leafy green vegetables, in-
cluding spinach, are loaded 
with vitamins and nutrients 
that strengthen the body’s 
immune response. For ex-
ample, vitamin A is fat-sol-
uble vitamin that’s vital for 
immune system function, 
and spinach is loaded with 
it. In fact, a single cup of 

The health benefits of spinach

cooked spinach provides 
men and women with more 
than the recommended daily 
amounts of vitamin A as 
advised by the Institute of 
Medicine.

• Spinach promotes a 
healthy heart. Spinach is 
loaded with omega-3 fatty 
acids, antioxidants, B vita-
mins, and fiber, making it a 
heart-healthy food worthy 
of addition to anyone’s diet. 
Spinach is especially rich 
in folate, which research 
has shown promotes the 
growth of healthy red blood 
cells necessary for a healthy 
heart.

• Spinach can benefit your 
eyes. Spinach is high in the 

Many people may only need to learn just how spinach 
affects their body to start including more of it in their diets.

antioxidant lutein, which has 
been linked to eye health. 
Lutein naturally absorbs 
UV blue light, which is the 
most harmful wavelength of 
sunlight. But it’s important 
that people recognize that 
uncooked spinach tends to 
be the most effective way to 
consume it and still benefit 
from lutein, the effects of 
which may be minimized 
when the spinach is cooked.

Whether they eat spinach 
thanks to the influence of a 
beloved cartoon character or 
after reading about the leafy 
green vegetable’s many 
health benefits, people who 
include spinach in their diets 
can reap a host of rewards.
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GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
     Anything that still has usability and some value.
2. HOW TO PRICE
    Decide the price of each item and then tag that 

item.
3. LENGTH OF SALE
    Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.
4. HOW TO SET IT UP
    Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have 

a central place with sufficient change for them to 
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
    The most effective place to reach more people is in 

The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist 
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 5 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

708 Jefferson St
Mendota, IL

HOURS: Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., 
and Sat. 12 pm - 3:30 pm 

Closed Sunday and Tuesday

BUY 1  
GET 1 FREE

(Some Exceptions)

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

09
21

20
20

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1301900

I can help lower your premium 
through Drive Safe & Save™. 
Get to a better State®.  
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Get a discount up to 50%.

Big savings 
for safe 
drivers.

Kurt Bruno, Agent
1103 Main Street

Mendota, IL  61342
Bus: 815-539-3878

kurt.bruno.gtoz@statefarm.com

815-539-5985

NOW OPEN 
FOR OUTDOOR 

DINING.
CARRYOUT, 

CURBSIDE AND 
DELIVERY ORDERS 
ALSO AVAILABLE.

08
05

20
20

The family of Betty 
Strouss Smith would like 
to thank everyone for their 
expressions of sympathy, 
prayers, memorials, cards 
and food. Thanks to Michelle 
and her staff at Heritage 
Health for their wonderful 
care. Thanks to Catherine 
Wasmer of Wasmer Funeral 
Home for taking care of all 
our needs. Thanks to Father 
Pilon for his wonderful 
words of compassion at the 
cemetery.

Les Strouss & family
Robert Strouss & family
James Strouss & family

CARDS OF
THANKS

WEEKLY
RECORD

LaSalle County
(marriage licenses)

Philip C. Antonini and 
Marie A. Anderson, both of 
Earlville; issued Sept. 11, 2020.

Michael A. Gast and 
Katrina C. Simmons, both 
of Earlville; issued Sept. 
11, 2020.

Brennan T. Reeder and 
Stephanie M. King, both of 
Mendota; issued Sept. 17, 2020.

By RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Gov. JB Pritzker appeared 
in Macomb last week to promote the census less 
than two weeks before the Sept. 30 deadline 
for responses. 

As of Sept. 17, Illinois was 16th in the 
country for “total enumeration,” or the percent-
age of households in the state that have been 
counted in the census, at 96.2 percent. The 
state has been above average when it comes to 
self-response when household representatives 
fill out the census themselves by mail, through 
the phone, or online. 

With a 70.5 percent self-response rate, Illi-
nois is seventh in the nation, and first among 
states with a population over 10 million.

The state’s total enumeration has been 
dragged down by the difficulty census workers 
are having reaching households. Door-knocking 
census takers will go to households that have 
not yet filled out a census response and record 
the information of who lives there, a process 
recorded by the U.S. Census Bureau as “enu-
merated in nonresponse followup,” or NRFU. 

Illinois has an NRFU rate of 25.7 percent as 

of last week, the 10th lowest in the country. The 
state’s highest self-response and NRFU rates 
have typically come from suburban parts of the 
state, with some rural and urban census tracts 
having lower records of response. 

Census counts are directly tied to aid and 
funding from the federal government. A lower 
enumeration rate can equal hundreds of millions 
of dollars lost to Illinois over the next decade. 
It’s also tied to how many representatives the 
state receives in the U.S. House.

“The higher the count, the more of your 
federal tax money comes back to Illinois in-
stead of going to other states,” Pritzker said 
at the Macomb news conference. “Just a one 
percent undercount could result in the state 
losing hundreds of millions of dollars in federal 

funds, and that’s at a time when, frankly, we 
need those funds the most.”

According to Pritzker, Illinois is currently 
one of a few states that receives less money 
from the federal government than it pays in. 

While the census count is normally complet-
ed by June, there is a federal lawsuit currently 
underway to extend the census deadline to 
an end date of Oct. 31 that was at one time 
scheduled due to the pandemic. The Trump 
administration shortened the deadline by a 
month in July, arguing the Census Bureau and 
state governments needed the census to be 
completed earlier to have enough time for the 
process of drawing new congressional districts 
and determining representatives.

Pritzker, however, said the state is approach-
ing the deadline as if it is officially Sept. 30. 

The census can be filled out at 2020census.
gov or by calling 844-330-2020.

(Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news service covering state government 
and distributed to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.)

Governor promotes census two weeks from deadline

OROZCO – Mr. and Mrs. 
Jose Cruz Orozco (Valentina 
Leyva) of Mendota, Sept. 
19, 2020, at Illinois Valley 
Community Hospital in Peru.

BLESSED
EVENTS



The Mendota Reporter • B1Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2020

SPORTS

BLOOMINGTON – Steve 
Endsley, who has served as 
the Executive Director of the 
Illinois Elementary School 
A s s o c i a -
tion since 
1996, has 
announced 
that he will 
retire at the 
conclusion 
of the 2020-
21 school 
year. It will conclude a ca-
reer in education that started 
at Pekin Edison Junior High 
School in 1979-80. He is 
just the fifth person to serve 
as the Executive Director in 
the 92-year history of the 
Association.

Nicole Schaefbauer will 
become the sixth Executive 
Director and the first female 
to lead the Association. She 
is the former Nicole Coates 
of Princeton. She is a 1991 
graduate of Princeton High 
School and was a star athlete 
while at PHS. She attended 
the University of Notre Dame 
and was a four-year starter on 
the volleyball team.

Schaefbauer started with 
the IESA in 1999 as an Assis-
tant Executive Director and 
was promoted to Associate 
Director in 2001. During her 
time with IESA, Schaefbauer 
has been the administrator 
for boys’ and girls’ basket-
ball, girls’ volleyball, track 
and field, chess, speech, 
music, scholastic bowl, 
cross-country, softball, and 
bowling. In addition, she 
has worked closely with the 
IHSA officials committee 
and organized the first ever 
IESA athletic director’s 
workshop. 

“It is both a tremen-
dous honor and weighty 
responsibility to serve as 
the Executive Director of 
the IESA, said Schaefbauer. 

Princeton native to
fill role as executive
director of IESA
q Former Nicole Coates promoted to post

Schaefbauer

“I thank the Board of Direc-
tors for their support and for 
entrusting this role to me. I 
look forward to continuing 
to work with the talented 
staff here at the IESA, the 
dedicated administrators, 
coaches and officials around 
the state and the whole IESA 
family to advance the mis-
sion of this organization. I am 
excited for this opportunity to 
expand my role and continue 
to serve the member schools 
and students participating in 
IESA sports and activities.” 
Schaefbauer and her hus-
band, Skipp, live in Normal 
and are the parents of two 
daughters. 

“It is hard for me to be-
lieve that I started with the 
IESA 32 years ago,” said 
Endsley. “While we have ac-
complished so much over the 
years, I am only successful 
because of the IESA board 
of directors and staff, the 
member schools, the admin-
istrators, athletic directors, 
coaches, officials, and all of 
the other people that work 
together to give students an 
outstanding experience in 
education-based activities. 
My staff is unbelievable and 
they do not get the credit they 
deserve. We have worked 
together as a team to help 
make IESA the outstanding 
organization it has become.

“When I was hired, I was 
the fourth employee. Today 
we have nine employees. I 
am so proud of what we do 
for students in our member 
schools. Additionally, I am 
proud of the national pres-
ence IESA has developed. 
My whole goal when I be-
came the Executive Director 
was to do things the right way 
and by doing so I believed 
that students would have 
really great experiences. I 
hope that has been the case.”

MHS golf
Members of the 2020 Mendota High School golf team, front row, left to right, are Zeke Hessenberger, Logan Brand-
ner, Jack Mikolasek, Braden McPheeters, Cayden Escatel and Connor Egler. Middle row, Cale Strouss, Owen 
Aughenbaugh, Drake Dennis, Dominik Stamberger, Haden Shakespeare, Jace Baird, Sam Christmann and Ethan 
Hanaman. Back row, head coach David Ross, Kasen Novak, Jack Beetz, Kody Becket, Clayton Buffington, Liam 
McGann and Mateo Escatel. Not pictured, Xzavier Orozco. (Reporter photo)

MHS cross country
Members of the 2020 Mendota High School cross country team, front row, left to right, are Billy Hall, Sam Law-
rence, Alex Hermosillo and Dagen Setchell. Middle row, Bianka Valdez, Valerie Valdes, Alayna Nosalik, Nataliya 
Durban and Jamie Dooley. Back row, Rose Fouke, Eli Arjes, Ty Connelly, Trent Stamberger, Andrew Stamberger 
and coach Kevin Wohrley. (Reporter photo)

OREGON – Mendota 
High School’s cross country 
team participated in a Sept. 
18 race at Oregon along 
with runners from Rockford 
Lutheran.

In the girls’ race, Lauren 
Spangler of Lutheran tra-
versed the 3-mile course in 
22:15 to take first place.

Mendota’s top finish be-
longed to Nataliya Durbin 

(16th, 26:06).  Additional 
Mendota finishes: Bianka 
Valdez (20th, 27:04), Alayna 
Nosalik (21st, 27:05), Jamie 
Dooley (24th, 27:34) and Val 
Valdes (30th, 28:56).

Rockford Lutheran and 
Oregon both had 28 points, 
with Lutheran winning with 
the sixth runner. Mendota 
finished with 85 points.

In the boys’ race, Oregon’s 

Ryan Hussung had the top fin-
ish with a clocking of 18:49.

Mendota was led by Trent 
Stamberger’s 19:52 (5th), 
Andrew Stamberger and 
Ty Connelly (both 20:07).  
Rounding out the Trojan 
effort were Alex Hermosillo 
(11th, 20:32), Eli Arjes (12th, 
20:45) Dagen Setchell (14th, 
21:06), Billy Hall (17th, 
22:08) and Sam Lawrence 

(21st, 27:42) 
Oregon posted the top 

team score of 36, while 
Mendota and Lutheran each 
tallied 43. Mendota won the 
tie-breaker with Setchell de-
feating Lutheran’s sixth man.

The Trojans will race 
again against Rockford 
Christian and Winnebago 
on Saturday, Sept. 26 at the 
Lake Mendota course.

MHS harriers compete against Oregon, Lutheran

The Mendota Trojan varsity golf 
team kept up its winning ways, including 
victories over a pair of Big Northern 
Conference opponents.

The Trojans shot a 172 to win at Rock 
Falls on Sept. 15. Rock Falls only had 
three golfers.

Logan Brandner led the charge for 
Mendota with a low round of 40 and was 
the meet medalist. Jack Beetz wasn’t far 
behind with a 42, while Ethan Hanaman 
carded a 44. The rest of the Trojan lineup 
consisted of Clayton Buffington (46), 
Owen Aughenbaugh (49) and Mateo 
Escatel (57).

Mendota claimed a 202-219 triumph 
in the junior varsity match.

MHS’s Braden McPheeters captured 
meet medalist honors with a 46. He was 
followed by Drake Dennis (49), Kody 
Becket (53), Xzavior Orozco (54), 
Dominik Stamberger (55) and Cale 
Strouss (55).

***

The varsity Trojans had an easy 
time in dispatching Oregon, 173-202, 
on Sept. 16 at the Mendota Golf Club.

Hanaman shot a sizzling round of 
38 to lead the Trojans and earn meet 
medalist honors. Beetz and Buffington 
tied at 44, while Brandner (47), Dennis 
(48) and Aughenbaugh (52) completed 
the lineup card.

Mendota’s junior varsity squad 
cruised to a 191-230 victory over 
Oregon.

Escatel was the medalist with a 45. 
Also landing in the 40s were Orozco 
(47) and Becket (49). McPheeters (50), 
Strouss (51) and Stamberger (54) also 
competed for the Trojans.

Seven freshman-sophomore golfers 
also played a round of 9 holes for Men-
dota. They were Cayden Escatel (50), 
Jack Mikolasek (52), Connor Egler 
(54), Kasen Novak (61), Jace Baird 
(62), Sam Christmann (69) and Haden 
Shakespeare (73).

***
The Trojan varsity took second in 

a triangular at Spring Creek in Spring 
Valley on Sept. 21. Seneca fired a 179 
to edge Mendota by one stroke, while 
Hall carded a 187.

Hanaman continued his quality 
play by shooting a 36 to claim meet 
medalist. It was his low round of the 
season. Brandner finished second 
for MHS with a 46, while Beetz and 
Buffington each had 49s. Dennis 
(51) and Escatel (54) rounded out the 
lineup card.

Mendota came out on top in the ju-
nior varsity match. The Trojans totaled 
a 195, followed by Seneca at 201 and 
Hall at 233.

Aughenbaugh and Orozco each 
had the low round among all golf-
ers with a 47. Also competing for 
the Trojans were McPheeters (50), 
Liam McGann (51), Strouss (56) and 
Stamberger (57).

MHS golfers take out 2 BNC foes

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. JB Pritzker said last week 
that he stands behind his decision to prohibit high school 
football for the fall season amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic, even as professional and many college leagues 
have decided to resume play.

“Over the summer, we saw outbreaks across Illinois 
and the world tied to a variety of youth sports leagues. 
Those continue today, even 
among the lowest risk youth 
sports,” Pritzker said. “We have 
watched professional sports 
and even some college teams 
play seemingly without many 
problems. But remember that 
these programs are operating with daily testing or in a 
league-created bubble, or with facilities that allow for 
outsized social distancing and are sanitized every day. And, 
in some cases, all of those precautions have been taken.”

Pritzker’s comments came one day after the Big 10 
conference, which includes the University of Illinois and 
Northwestern University, reversed its earlier decision and 
announced that it will allow the 2020 football season to 
go forward starting Oct. 23-24 under enhanced health 
and safety protocols.

The NFL also has allowed its season to go forward under 
safety protocols that include limited seating in the stadiums.

The Illinois Department of Public Health released its 
sports safety guidelines in July. Those guidelines divide 
various sports into three risk categories, depending on the 
level of physical contact involved, among other factors. 

Football and hockey are in the highest risk catego-
ry, meaning those teams are restricted to non-contact 
training. Basketball and soccer are considered medium 
risk, meaning they can have intra-team scrimmages 
but no competitive play. Baseball, golf and softball are 
considered low risk so they are allowed to engage in 
competitive games.

Football has been pushed back to the spring, along 
with boys’ soccer and girls’ volleyball. The only high 
school sports currently ongoing are cross country, golf, 
girls’ tennis, and girls’ swimming and diving. 

“The science is the same for sports as it is for 
restaurants, meetings, nursing homes, you name the 
situation,” IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike said. “The 
more people you are around, the closer you are to them, 
and the longer you are around them, the greater the risk 
of transmitting COVID-19, and this includes colleges 
and universities.”

Dr. Michael Lin, an infectious disease specialist at 
Rush University Medical Center in Chicago, said that 
regardless of the level of contact involved in any partic-
ular sport, all contact sports present some level of risk.

“While a contact sport itself provides an easy way on the 
field for the virus to spread, it is also incredibly important 
to remember that there are many off-the-field activities that 
are associated with contact sports, such as athletes using 
locker rooms, working out in gyms, and traveling together 
that provide a perfect storm of conditions.”

Pritzker defends decision 
on high school football

Kayaking is a wildly 
popular paddlesport. Pad-
dlesports offer people unique 
ways to enjoy nature while 
getting up close and personal 
with expansive waterways. 
Kayaking is remarkably 
accessible for people of all 
skill levels and interests. 

According to the Outdoor 
Foundation’s 2019 Special 
Report on Paddlesports and 
Safety, kayaking has seen a 
consistent upward trend in 
participation for the last five 
years. Today, recreational 
kayaking is the most popular 
paddlesport, with more than 
11 million participants in the 
United States. And the activity 
is almost evenly split among 
men and women (51 percent 
and 49 percent, respectively). 

Many kayakers can enter 
the water with relatively no 

instruction in kayaking and 
take to the sport like a duck 
to water. Of course, the right 
gear can make all the differ-
ence for both experienced 
and novice kayakers. Anyone 
who plans to be a consistent 
kayaker should probably 
invest in a kayak of his or 
her own. The right kayak 
depends on where kayakers 
plan to use it. Sea kayaks can 
sail easily through choppy 
conditions. Tandem kayaks 
carry two or more people 
and have more storage space. 
Touring kayaks are designed 
for long distance kayakers. 
Sit-on-top kayaks are ideal 
for beginners and casual 
paddlers.

Some additional supplies 
also can help kayakers get the 
most out of this rewarding 
activity.

• Paddle: Many kayaks 
are sold with compatible 
paddles. However, it is al-
ways a good idea to have a 
spare. Be sure to choose one 
made from sturdy materials, 
especially if it will be used in 
saltwater or brackish water.

• Life jacket: A life jacket 
is a must when on the water. 
While kayaks are relatively 
stable, should a tip-over 
occur a life jacket can keep 
you afloat and safe until you 
are able to reboard the kayak.

• Kayak racks and carri-
ers: Kayaks can be transport-
ed to the water on roof racks 
that strap on to SUVs and 
cars. Kayak carts and trailers 
can help you comfortably 
move the kayak to the water’s 
edge or dock, as kayaks can 
be heavy and cumbersome 
to move on your own.

• Spray skirt: A kayak 
spray skirt keeps water from 
splashing up and onto your 
lap/legs while in the kayak. 
Staying dry can make kay-
aking more comfortable in 
all seasons.

• Dry storage: Dry bags 
and containers keep items 
like a phone, camera and 
GPS devices dry and se-
cure. These containers are 
designed to be water-tight 
when splashed or submerged.

Other kayaking supplies 
include dry shirts, special 
shoes, hats, and gloves. Co-
ordinated fishing gear can 
even be purchased for those 
who want to catch some fish 
while kayaking.

Kayaking makes for a 
great day on the water. The 
right gear helps enthusiasts 
sail with ease.

Get on the water with the right kayaking gear
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ENTERTAINMENT

Brought to you each week by

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: We have watched 
all 11 seasons of the se-
ries “Heartland” on Netflix 
(twice) and 
hear they 
have pro-
duced sea-
sons 12 and 
13. Do you 
know when 
these will 
be available 
on Netflix? 
-- E.S.

A: “Heartland” tells the 
story of two sisters and their 
grandfather looking after 
their ranch. It’s a Canadian 
series, but was introduced to 
American viewers through 
Netflix, with the first 11 sea-
sons available for streaming. 
As you wrote, there are two 
additional seasons that aired 
through the CBC in Canada. 
From what I could find out, 
the 12th installment should 
be available on Netflix this 
fall. In fact, the website 
“What’s On Netflix” reported 
in June that it was expected 
by August. However, like 
most things in 2020, it’s been 
delayed. For updates, check 
out Whats-on-Netflix.com. 

***
Q: We rented the excel-

lent World War II movie 
“Dunkirk” this past week-

A. Marshall

end. I don’t remember it 
in theaters. Did it win any 
Academy Awards? It should 
have. -- T.R.

A: “Dunkirk,” directed by 
Christopher Nolan (“Incep-
tion,” “The Dark Knight”), 
was released in 2017 and 
was awarded Oscars for Best 
Achievement in Sound Mix-
ing, Sound Editing and Film 
Editing, but the Best Picture 
Oscar was elusive. Although 
“Dunkirk” lost to Guillermo 
del Toro’s “The Shape of 
Water,” it was still a fantastic 
movie about the rescue of 
trapped Allied soldiers from a 
beach in France. The biggest 
names in the film are Tom Har-
dy and Kenneth Branagh, but 
actor Fionn Whitehead, who 
played the lead young British 
soldier, gave a heart-wrench-
ing performance.

***
Q: I know David Foster 

married the much younger 
Katharine McPhee, but has 
his ex, Yolanda from “The 
Real Housewives of Beverly 
Hills,” found love again? I 
never hear about her any-
more. -- M.S.

A: I agree that we don’t 
hear much about Yolanda 
Hadid since her battle with 
Lyme disease and exit from 
the “Real Housewives” fran-
chise, but it looks like she’s 

much happier nowadays. 
The 56-year-old ex-model 
has three beautiful children 
who have all followed in her 
footsteps on the runway, and 
it appears that her ex-husband 
David Foster is but a memory. 

Hadid recently wished her 
boyfriend Joseph Jingoli, a 
construction CEO, a happy 
birthday, calling him her 
“true love.” She has said that 
“farm life has connected us,” 
which is in her roots. Hadid 
grew up in the Netherlands 
and was hand-picked by 
Eileen Ford to sign with the 
Ford Modeling Agency as 
a teen. Now she lives on a 
farm 10 miles from her beau, 
initially spending time by 
herself after her divorce “for 
the first time in, you know, 
53 years” before dating him.

She recently told “Peo-
ple” magazine that she made 
“a love spiral and wrote down 
exactly everything that was 
important to me in a man, 
and he magically just rang 
the doorbell at the farm.” It 
sounds like post-reality-TV 
has been good to Hadid. 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. GEOGRAPHY: Which 

modern city was originally named 
Byzantium?

2. AD SLOGANS: Which na-
tional company’s slogan is “We’ll 
leave a light on for you”?

3. ANATOMY: Which bone 
are babies born without?

4. HISTORY: Which Euro-
pean monarch was known as the 
“Sun King”?

5. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What is Samhain?

6. MEDICAL TERMS: What 
is the condition formally known 
as diastema?

7. ART: Which famous paint-
ing is also known as “La Gio-
conda”? 

8. LITERATURE: Where 
does Winnie-the-Pooh live with 
his friends?

9. MUSIC: Which country 
is the rock group AC/DC from?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What 
is the primary ingredient in tradi-
tional hummus?

Answers
1. Istanbul, Turkey
2. Motel 6
3. Kneecaps, which develop 

after birth
4. Louis XIV of France
5. A Gaelic festival Oct. 31-

Nov. 1 celebrating the end of the 
harvest and beginning of winter

6. A noticeable gap between 
two teeth

7. Mona Lisa
8. Hundred Acre Wood
9. Australia
10. Chickpeas
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* In early 2016, a 155-year-

old mousetrap caught a mouse 
in a British museum. The trap 
was part of the exposition and 
hadn’t even been considered 
operational for a long time.

* Bill Nye the Science 
Guy holds a patent for ballet 
pointe shoes.

* Some odd things have 
been sold online, but an entire 
country? Yep, a fellow from 
Brisbane, Australia, tried to 
sell New Zealand on eBay 
in 2006! The site closed the 
auction at a top bid of $3,000.

* A mental phenomenon 
called the Troxler effect, dis-
covered in 1804, causes people 
to see monsters in mirrors 
-- whether they say “bloody 
Mary” three times or not.

* In order to prevent Boggle 
players from using a certain 
swear word, the letters F and K 
appear only once on the same 
cube, making it impossible for 
them to both be played at the 
same time.

* In 1987, Steve Rothstein 
paid $250,000 for a lifetime 
unlimited first-class American 
Airlines ticket, even hopping 
on planes to get a sandwich 
or go to a baseball game in 
other cities. It cost American 
Airlines around $21 million, 
and they unsurprisingly ended 
his contract in 2008. 

* A full 12% of sighted 
people dream exclusively in 
black and white.

* Levi’s once made an 
all-denim tuxedo for singer 
Bing Crosby after he was 
refused admittance to a hotel 
simply for wearing jeans.

* Japan has the highest 
density of vending machines 
worldwide, with approxi-
mately 5 million machines, or 
one for every 23 people. You 
can buy everything from live 
lobsters and bread in a can to 
underwear and Buddhist am-
ulets from a vending machine.

* Anakin Skywalker/Darth 
Vader meets six of the nine di-
agnostic criteria for Borderline 
Personality Disorder. Five are 
sufficient for a diagnosis.

***
Thought for the Day: “If 

you think education is expen-
sive, try ignorance.” -- Andy 
McIntyre

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Mov-
ie theaters are trying to 
figure out the best way to 
reopen. Will 
people still 
be afraid to 
go to a the-
ater without 
knowing if 
the venti-
lation will 
f i l ter  out 
COVID-19? One way, of 
course, is drive-in movie 
theaters. However, it ap-
pears that moviemakers and 
studios think the way to get 
people back into theaters is 
with superhero films.

Ben Affleck played Bat-
man in “Batman v Super-
man” (2016), in an un-
billed appearance in “Sui-
cide Squad” (2016) and in 
“Justice League” (2017). 
Between 2014 and 2015, he 
was set to direct, co-write and 
star in “The Batman,” but he 
decided to bow out of the 
project. This year the reason 
came to light when Affleck 
admitted to having a drink-
ing problem. “The Batman” 
moved on without him, and 
Batman is now being played 
by Robert Pattinson. Filming 

B. Affleck

began in January 2020, and 
they shot one quarter of the 
film before shooting was 
suspended March 25 due to 
COVID-19. Shooting recom-
menced this month.

But Affleck isn’t done 
playing Batman; he’s be-
fore the cameras in the new 
“Flash” film being directed 
by Matt Reeves. Michael 
Keaton, Batman in Tim 
Burton’s 1980 and 1992 
films, also has been cast in 
the new “Flash” flick. “The 
Flash” is Ezra Miller, the 
27-year-old co-star of “Perks 
of a Wallflower” (2012), 
“Trainwreck” (2015), the 
two “Fantastic Beasts” films 
(2016, 2018) and “Justice 
League (2017). 

***
The sequel of “Suicide 

Squad” (which grossed al-
most $1 billion), will have 
Margot Robbie, Viola Da-
vis, Joel Kinnaman and Jai 
Courtney returning, as well 
as new additions Idris Elba 
(originally cast to replace 
Will Smith as Dead Shot, but 
now in a new character in-
stead), Alice Braga, Nathan 
Fillion, Pete Davidson, John 
Cena and former “Doctor 
Who” Peter Capaldi.

Another sequel coming is 
“Shazam! Fury of the Gods” 
(the 2019 original grossed 
$365 million), starring Zacha-
ry Levi and comedian Sinbad. 
And not to be left out, Mr. Top 
Box Office, Dwayne Johnson, 
is set for the DC feature film 
“Black Adam,” which also 
will star Superman himself, 
Henry Cavill. “The Rock” 
issued a message for existing 
DC superheroes Batman, 
Superman, Wonder Woman, 
Flash, Aquaman and Cyborg: 
“Let them know something 
... things will never be the 
same, the hierarchy in the 
DC Universe ... it’s about to 
change.” 

***
Speaking of superheroes, 

Oprah Winfey has decided to 
declare Election Day Nov. 
3 a paid holiday for her 
employees at “OWN.” She 
feels they should have the 
day off to deal with voting, 
and she’s challenged industry 
companies to make it a paid 
holiday, too. You know she 
won’t stop until it’s a national 
holiday. Will that be every 
four years, like leap year? 
Stay tuned.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

It’s been estimated by 
me -- in a very unscientific 
manner and not in any way 
related to real mathematics 
-- that video-game use is up 
7,000% during the pandemic. 
At least, that’s the way it feels 
when I find my child huddled 
in a corner talking to her iPad 
or when the explanation that 
the young person making a 
ruckus in the background of a 
Zoom call is that said young 
person is “in the middle of a 
battle.”

I remember when playing 
video games involved a trip 
to the mall, a token machine 
and a certain centipede com-
ing at me through a field of 
mushrooms. There are some 
quite nifty games out there 
since those days, and since 
there’s nothing Hollywood 
won’t appropriate, there’s 
some nifty movies based on 
those games. Here are a few:

“Lara Croft: Tomb 
Raider” -- Adventurer-hot-
tie Lara Croft (Angelina 
Jolie) faces down the Illu-
minati in an effort to retrieve 

a powerful artifact that will 
come alive upon a particular 
celestial alignment.

“Pokemon Detective 
Pikachu” -- An officer goes 
missing and his adult son 
Tim (Justice Smith) goes on 
the case, aided by his dad’s 
former partner, a funny, 
brilliant Pokemon (voiced 
by Ryan Reynolds).

“Resident Evil” -- This 
game spawned NINE ver-
sions, six of which feature 
Milla Jovovich in the role 
of Alice, our girl hero. In the 
classic, she’s set off in the 
Hive -- under bombardment 
from a biological weapon 
that turns workers into 
zombies.

“Assassin’s Creed” -- 
Michael Fassbender leads as 
Callum Lynch, who is pulled 
back to live the experiences 
of his ancestors and indoc-
trinated into a secret society, 
the Assassins, who battle the 
Knights Templar.

“Angry Birds” -- On 
an island full of sublimely 
happy birds, the anger man-
agement crowd turn out to be 

unlikely heroes when faced 
with a menacing threat. This 
is especially true when the 
voice cast is chock full of 
“SNL” alum.

“Sonic the Hedgehog” 
-- The bright-blue phenom 
crashes on Earth, teams 
up with a human (James 
Marsden) and the pair go 
up against a proper villain: 
Dr. Robotnik, who wants to 
capture Sonic’s speed and 
powers for evil doings.

“Mortal Kombat” -- 
Another film franchise with 
multiple installments, the 
premise is an alien overlord 
who forces three earthlings 
to battle, martial-arts style, 
against improbable foes in 
a tournament to decide the 
fate of the planet.

“Need for Speed” -- A 
mechanic races for his life 
perilously across country 
against a former race car 
driver in a showcase built 
around a video game about 
driving cars really fast.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

Stop In Today To Place Your Ad
703 Illinois Avenue • Mendota

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

Buy One Get One 
Free Every Day!

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Fri 8-5 
Sat 9-4 and Sun 11-3

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

LOGGING

POIGNANT LOGGING
BUYING  

STANDING TIMBER
• FREE ESTIMATES    • FULLY INSURED

Contact Billy Poignant

309-238-3210
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LOCAL AND AREA

Your 
Advertising 
Message

Can Reach The
ENTIRE 

STATE OF 
ILLINOIS

For A Surprisingly 
Low Cost!

Call Us Today For 
Details 539-9396

539-9396

We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods
• CVS Pharmacy

• Subway

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

News to fit your lifestyle.
Your hometown news is now online at 

www.mendotareporter.com.
Great local news and all the content you love, available anytime, anywhere!

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

• Same great content
• Identical in format to paper edition–   Flip 
each page with a single click!

• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it– eEdition is available 
sooner than home delivery!

• Back issues available

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail acaylor@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

I remember when my 
grandson, who was three 
years old at the time, got 
ahold of a sheet of paper 
that had pictures of me 
on it, and he decorated 
it with all sorts of col-
orful stickers. When he 
came over to my house 
to surprise me with it, I 
couldn’t help but notice 
that in just about every 
picture, there was a 
sticker over my mouth. 
I thought: Well, God, 
are You trying to tell me 
something? 

It actually made me 
pay attention to the way 
I was talking. And that’s 

Choosing words to improve your life
something we all should 
do, because there is no 
part of us that’s harder to 
control than the mouth. 

The Bible says that 
no man can tame the 
tongue (James 3:8). But 
that doesn’t mean we can 
never improve the way 
we speak. We just need 
to partner with God to 
bring about the change 
we want to see.

The words we say are 
so important because 
they impact the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit―that 
is, the power and pres-
ence of God—in our 
lives. The power of God 

is the most precious thing 
we have, and it’s some-
thing we need to know 
how to protect. 

One of the ways we 
can hinder God’s anoint-
ing is by speaking with 
a mixture of faith and 
doubt. When we say a 
few positive, faith-filled 
words here, and a few 
negative, doubtful words 
there, it weakens God’s 
anointing on our lives.

If we want to have 
God’s power working in 
us and through us each 
day, then we have to be 
in agreement with God 
not just part of the time, 
but all of the time. 

Protecting God’s 
Power in Your Life
Without the anointing, 

everything is hard. And 
that’s not what God wants 
for us. Jesus said, “My 
yoke is easy and my bur-
den is light” (Matthew 
11:30 NIV). 

God will never ask us 
to do anything without 
giving us the ability to do 
it, and He has equipped 
us with everything we 
need to live a powerful, 
victorious life. Acts 1:8 
(NIV) says, “You will 
receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my 
witnesses…to the ends 
of the earth.”

Let’s make this practi-
cal. Here are a few ways 
you can use words to 
protect God’s anointing 
on your life:

Don’t judge other peo-
ple. For example, if you 

want God’s anointing to 
be on you for parenting, 
you need to be careful not 
to criticize other parents. 

Don’t complain. The 
Israelites wasted forty 
years murmuring and 
complaining in the wil-
derness, when they could 
have just obeyed God and 
entered into their Prom-
ised Land a lot sooner. 

Don’t ask God for 
someone else’s anointing 
or to be like them. Em-
brace the abilities He has 
given to YOU.

Pay Attention to 
What You are Saying

Think for a moment 
how your words could be 
affecting your life right 
now. How do you talk 
about yourself, your pres-
ent circumstances and 
your future? When you 
talk with your friends, 
what kinds of things are 
you talking about? 

Ask God to help you 
form a habit of speaking 
positive words of faith 
every day. Words like, 
“I love my life and I 
have a great future. I can 
do whatever I need to 
do through Christ who 
strengthens me. And 
something good is going 
to happen to me today!”

Even when you’re 
struggling to believe it, 
say it anyway. Because 
your words have the pow-
er to change your mind 
and your attitude when 
they agree with the truth 
in God’s Word.

You’ll also find that 
you have the joy and 
peace that come through 
simply believing the 
promises of God. 

Agree with God, 
Change Your Life!
In Luke 1, God sent 

the angel Gabriel to tell 
Zacharias that he and his 
wife, Elizabeth, would 
have a son who would be 
anointed to be the fore-
runner of the Messiah.

Zacharias should have 
been so excited! But rath-
er than believe the good 
news, he questioned the 
promise. So God super-
naturally shut his mouth 
until the day his son was 
born. 

If you want to live 
in the fullness of God’s 
anointing, fill your mouth 
with His Word. Don’t just 
carelessly speak what 
you think or feel or what 
other people say. You can 
have the promises of God 
fulfilled in your life if you 
will learn to come into 

agreement with Him, do 
what He tells you to do, 
and say what He says.

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing CD series Change 
Your Words, Change 
Your Life. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or vis-
iting www.joycemeyer.
org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 100 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and 
her newest devotional 
QUIET TIMES WITH 
GOD (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Steven Mindrup, Interim Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
All activities and Worship services 
are temporarily suspended until 

further notice.

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Live at 10 a.m. but can be viewed 

any time
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 993-2462
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road 

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

www.immanuellutherancompton.org
E-mail:  

immanuellutherancompton@live.com

 “Living in God’s Grace as a 
Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP:  
Worship services and all church 

activities are cancelled until 
further notice. Please check out 
our website: www.ilccompton.org 

or our Facebook page
 for updates.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Ephesians in 
the Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. In Matthew 4, Jesus says, 
“Man shall not live on bread 

alone,” but by what else? 
Joyful noise, Praise, God’s word, 

Kind deeds 
3. What was the aristocratic 

party of the Jews at the time of 
Jesus? Pharisees, Reubenites, 

Israelites, Sadducees
4. In Acts 9, what fell from 

Saul’s eyes when he regained 
his sight? 

Ants, Scales, Blood, Salt
5. From 1 Kings 6, who built 
the first temple in Jerusalem? 

Samuel, Joshua, Solomon, 
Aaron

6. What’s a sepulcher? 
Coin, Robe, Tomb, Sermon

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) God’s word; 
3) Sadducees; 4) Scales; 5) Solomon; 

6) Tomb

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child 
care service. A 
childcare facility 
that is licensed or 
operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in it’s 
care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CDL DRIVER and 
Farm Help Wanted 
For Fall Harvest. 
10 Miles South of 
Rochelle. 815-716-
6681. (10-11-20)

LOCAL COMPANY 
Looking for DRIVERS, 
Local, Regional & 
OTR Call 815-973-
9366 for Information. 
(10-04-20)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 
815-561-2112 For 
More Information.

Immediate Opening
Compton Plant

Full-time/Seasonal/
Paid Overtime

Apply in person or call
Nutrien Ag Solutions
1793 Steward Road
Steward, IL  60553

815-396-2248

0
3
2
3
2
0
2
0

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door 
Stop and Antique 
Lighting… Call 
Dick Harms at 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
A N T I Q U E S 
WANTED: I pay 
cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If 
it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

OREGON: 2765 W 
Pines Road. Huge 
Barn Sale. ANTIQUES, 
ANTIQUES… Thursday 
September 24th Friday 
September 25th and 
Saturday September 
26th, 9am-5pm Each 
Day!! Cupboards, 
Tables, Ton of Chairs, 
Desks, Dressers, 
Beds and So Much 
More!!! Priced to Sell. 
Dick & Janaan Harms, 
Owners. (09-23-20)

HILLCREST: 313 
Erickson Rd. Thursday 
September 24th Friday 
September 25th, 
9am-4pm & Saturday 
September 26th 9am-
2pm. Variety of Items. 
(09-23-20)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FOR SALE – 4-Drawer 
Dresser $60, 2-Drawer 
Nightstand $25, Glass 
Top End Tables $25, 
End Table $15, & 
2-Basin Wash Tubs 
$50. Call 815-677-
5093. (09-20-20)

BMW Wheels & Tires. 
Four @ 15”, Four @16”. 
All $175 Call 331-575-
9355. (09-23-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

FOR SALE
Twin-Size Trundle Bed, 

Complete, $40;

All Beauty Shop 
Equipment:  Dryer, 

Hydraulic Chair, Dresser, 
$300.

Ph. 815-712-1507

09
21

20
20

FOR SALE
Electric Lawn Mower 

$50, “Little Giant” Vise 
$20, 6-Drawer Steel 

Desk $20, Cloth Chair 
$10, White Couch $30, 

Piano $100, Small Round 
Wooden Kitchen Table & 
2 Ladderback Chairs $20, 

Tall Wooden Cabinets 
$10, 3-Shelf Wooden 

Bookcase $10

Mendota, 815-538-2283

09
23

20
20

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet, Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing. 815-762-
6650 or 815-761-3968. 
(10-14-20)

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3-BEDROOM House. 
No Pets, Country Home 
Near Franklin Grove, 
815-456-2453. 

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
acaylor@mendotareporter.
com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to 
start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start 
in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $15.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2015 Chevy 1500 Double 
CabLT, 4x4, Gray .......$20,900

2015 Chevy 1500 Double 4x4 
Z71, LT, Brown ...........$20,900

2020 Chevy Malibu LT 
8K Miles, Red ...........$23,500
2019 Buick Encore FWD 
White ........................$20,900
2018 Equinox Premier AWD 
2.0 Ltr, New Tires, One 
Owner, Maroon ........$22,500
2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD 
20K Miles, Pepperdust ..$22,900
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 15K 
Miles, Maroon ..........$19,500

2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, Nav., 44K Miles 
Silver .........................$18,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Blue .............$34,500
2017 Buick Envision Preferred 
AWD, 21K Miles, 
Black .........................$24,900
2016 GMC Acadia SLT1 AWD, 
DVD, Sunroof, Nav., Black ..$22,900
2016 Chevy Traverse AWD 
LT, 60K Miles, Silver ..$19,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

4x4 GM Certified Loaded w/ lots of options.

$34,500   

2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LTZ

$34,500

CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

Estate of� )
KAYWIN D. PARIS� )
Deceased.� )
No. 2020 P 158

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
KAYWIN D. PARIS. 
Letters of office were 
issued on August 24, 
2020 to Cynthia L. Rip-
pel, 610 W. High St., 
Roanoke, IL 61561, as 
independent adminis-
trator whose attorney 
of record is Jonathan J. 
Stoller, 15 W Front St., 
El Paso, Illinois 61738.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
C. 755, par. 5/28-4) any 
interested person termi-
nates independent ad-
ministration at any time 
by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to 
the clerk.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the clerk of 
court, La Salle County 
Courthouse, La Sal-
le, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both 
until March 16, 2021 or, 
if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the rep-
resentative is required 
by Section 5/18-3 of the 
Probate Act of 1975, the 
date stated in that no-
tice. Any claim not filed 
on or before that date 
is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representa-
tive and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it 
has been filed.
Dated this 1st day of 
September, 2020.
Stoller Law Office
Jonathan J. Stoller
Attorney for Represen-
tative
15 W Front St
El Paso, IL 61738
(309) 527-4300 
jonathanstoller@stoller-
law.com
No. 0903 
(Sept. 9, 16, 23, 2020)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF � )
THE ESTATE OF� )
MALIK MALACHI � )
BROWN, � )
DECEASED.� )
NO. 2020-P-000167

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Malik Malachi Brown, 
of Streator, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were 
issued on September 
1, 2020, to Ashley Tra-
vis, of Streator, IL, as 
INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATOR, whose 
Attorneys of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, Downtown Coun-
ty Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with 
the Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 

of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later. Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk. 
Dated: September 8, 
2020
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0904 
(Sept. 16, 23, 30, 2020)

CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF � )
THE ESTATE OF� )
BETTY M. � )
FITZGERALD,    � )      	
Deceased.                          )
No. 2020 P 177

PUBLICATION 
FOR CLAIMS AND 

PUBLICATION 
FOR UNKNOWN 

HEIRS, AND HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES 

WHOSE NAMES OR 
ADDRESSES ARE 

UNKNOWN
CLAIM NOTICE AND 
NOTICE TO HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES

Estate of BETTY M. 
FITZGERALD, De-
ceased.
Notice is given of the 
death of BETTY M. 
FITZGERALD of Men-
dota, IL. Letters of of-
fice were issued on 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2020, 
to MARK R. FITZGER-
ALD, 115 16th St. Men-
dota IL 61342 whose 
attorney is DAVID M. 
KALEEL, 806 Jefferson 
St., Mendota, IL 61342.
Notice is given to 
CHRISTINE FITZGER-
ALD, heirs or legatees 
who are named in a pe-
tition, filed in the above 
proceeding to probate a 
will and whose names 
or ad-dresses are not 
stated in the petition 
that an order was en-
tered by the court on 
SEP-TEMBER 15, 2020 
admitting the will to pro-
bate.  Within 42 days 
after the effective date 
of the original order of 
admission you may file 
a petition with the court 
to require proof of the 
will by testimony of the 
witnesses to the will in 
open court or other ev-
idence, as provided in 
Section 6-21 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Rev. Stats., 

ch. 110 ½, Sec 6-21).  
You may also have the 
right under Section 8-1 
of the Probate Act.  (Ill. 
Rev. Stats., Ch.110 ½, 
Sec. 8-1) to contest the 
validity of the will by fil-
ing a petition with the 
court within 6 months 
after admission of the 
will to probate.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Pro-bate Divi-
sion, Downtown Court-
house, Ottawa, Illinois, 
or with the represen-
tative, or both, within 6 
months from the date of 
issuance of letters and 
any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or deliv-ered to 
the representative, and 
to the attorney with 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
No. 0912 
(Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 
2020)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF� ) 
THE ESTATE OF� )
KATHLEEN G. � )
MARTIN, � )
DECEASED.� )
NO. 2020-P-181

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Kathleen G. Martin, of 
Peru, Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
September 18, 2020, to 
Mary T. Martin, of Peru, 
IL, INDEPENDENT 
EXECUTOR, whose 
Attorneys of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with 
the Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 
of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later. Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Dated:  September 18, 
2020         
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0913 
(Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 
2020)

AMBOY C.U.S.D. #272 IS SEEKING 
APPLICANTS FOR THE 

FOLLOWING POSITIONS

BUS & VAN DRIVERS
To apply go to www.roe47.org, 

General Information, Area Vacancies, 
Applitrack & complete application.

09232020

Well-established contractor 
looking to hire person with 

general carpentry skills who 
works well with others and 
possesses good work ethic. 
Pay established according to 

skill level. Please send resume to 
W.E.C. c/o The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

07
27

20
20

Mendota High School is accepting 
applications for a full-time custodian 

starting Nov. 20, 2020. 
Duties include daily cleaning of 
classrooms and other areas. This 

position is for 2nd shift. Send resume, 
letter of interest and references by  
Sept. 25, 2020 to: Andy Knowlton,  

2300 W. Main St., Mendota, IL 61342 or 
email aknowlton@mendotahs.org.

09142020

Call us to place an ad 
815-539-9396!

www.mendotareporter.com
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265
firststatebank.biz

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-915-4170
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BEAUTY SALON
J.C.’s Headquarters
Hair • Nails • Massage • Tanning
810 Washington St. • 815-538-5171

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290
Fax 815-538-7032  
email: tux_dawg@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations -  
Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road • Sublette 
815-849-5476

RECYCLING  
Buckman Iron & Metal
705 5th St. 
815-539-9563

RESTAURANTS  
Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM, ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-9255 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,  Designated Managing Broker
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL 61367
815-535-6295

Buying? Selling?
Talk to the Local 

Specialists in the Field!
You can count on our team to  

expertly navigate the complexities 
of your real estate transaction and 

protect your best interest.

02182019

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL • 815-539-5673

MLS #10852096, 521 S. 4th St., Earlville $139,900.  
You won’t find an “as is” estate like this.  Close 

to Earlville Schools.  Clean as a whistle  move in 
condition.  3 bedroom 1 1/2 bath with a shower 

downstairs.  Very nice and bright home.   Will pass 
any financing.  Nice 2 car garage   large yard and 

nice landscaping.   Call.

314 N Jefferson Ave., Amboy CONTINGENT .................................................................................$180,000
139 W Pleasant St., Amboy CONTINGENT ....................................................................................$133,500
1415 Meriden St., Mendota PENDING ..............................................................................................$92,000

LOTS FOR SALE
25 W MILTON ST., AMBOY ................................................................................................................$29,000
707 MISSISSIPPI DR, DIXON ...............................................................................................................$4,900

Come See Us About Woodhaven Lakes Properties!!

240 W Pleasant Street AMBOY  
$29,900 HANDYMAN NEEDED!! 
This 3 BDR, 1 BA, good sized 
rooms, sturdy house, Needs 
TLC!!

1309 Guiles MENDOTA  $67,900 
Affordable AND close to school!! 3-4 
BDR, 1 BA, main floor laundry, newer 
front porch big enough for a dining 
table!!  Shed, deck, and fenced 
backyard! Give us a call-

4121 E 2nd Rd MENDOTA  $159,000 Looking 
for a ranch style home in the country?  This 
property has great sunset views from the 
HUGE backyard and the many updates include:  
baths, replacement windows, roof, furnace, hot 
water heater, and 6 panel wood doors!!  This is 
a comfortable home ready for YOU!

4198 E 42nd Rd MENDOTA  $289,900 Looking 
for a home in the country?  NEW ROOF COMING 
SOON!!!  This beautiful, custom built, 4BDR, 2.5 
BA, home is just the one!!  Gorgeous views from 
every window, spacious entertaining areas, easy 
access to the back yard and pool area.  You can’t 
build for this price with all this home has to offer!!  
Take a look and make this home YOURS!!

1206 Burlington Street 
MENDOTA  $136,000 
This 4 BDR, 2BA Victorian 
home is just waiting to 
be your HOME!!  Roof 
2010, hot water heater 
and replacement windows 
2018, remodeled baths 
2013.  Plus all the beauty 
of a Victorian with front and 
back staircases!! plenty of 
space to polish this gem to 
fit your life. Call Gloria or 
Sally for a peek!

Call us for 
all your 

real estate 
needs.  We 

can help you 
with buying, 
selling, free 

market 
analysis, just 

a friendly 
chat to 

answer your 
questions.  

We can help 
you.  Call us.

1107 5th St., Mendota, IL  #10528563  
$120,000.00    Charming 3-4 bedroom 
home with first floor laundry and master 
bedroom and bath.  Eat in kitchen and 
dining area.  2 car detached garage.  
Screened porch and lovely front porch.  
Call for all the amenities

MLS#10813436  $99,500  905 6th St. 
Mendota,   A very nice home that is 
move in ready.  Many updates have been 
done.  It has lots of charm and would 
make a great forever home.  3 bedrooms 
2 bath.  Call for all the amenities.

MLS# 10565940  102 Hubbard 
Court, LaMoille   $39,000.00    
Needs some TLC  2 bedroom 1 
bath first floor laundry, newer 2 car 
garage. nice lot in LaMoille.  Call for 
a showing

1206 4th St., Mendota   $119,000.00.  
2 bedroom brick ranch with bonus 
room for office or den.  Full basement 
with divide rooms for office or 
workshop.  1 car attached garage.  
Alley access.  Call for a showing.

606 W Main St., Sublette $134,000
• 2 Bed 1 Bath • New flooring, windows, doors, trim

• Kitchen cabinets professionally refinished, new counter 
tops

1506 Lincoln Ave., Mendota 
$127,500 

• 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 
2 Story Home 

w/ 2 Car Garage • Stunning 
Wood Flooring, High Ceiling, 

Large Windows Allowing 
Natural Light In

• Tons of Updates!

164 W Penkins Rd., Sublette $184,500
• Country Living With Small Pond

• 4 Bed, 3 Bath Ranch Style
• Inlaw Quarters

8 E Oak St., Amboy $119,900
• 3 bed, 1 bath Warm and Welcoming Ranch Home

• Heated 2 car garage
• Cozy stone fireplace, spacious backyard with patio

AFFORDABLE HOUSING! 3 BDR, 2 BATH. LAMOILLE…REDUCED ........................................................................... $34,500
PRICED TO SELL! 2 BDR MAINTENANCE FREE ONE-STORY……SOLD .................................................................. $55,000
VINYL SIDED 2 BDR ON LG LOT, 2-CAR GARAGE…….PENDING .............................................................................. $65,000
VINYL SIDED STORY AND HALF W/3 BDRS & 2 BATHS…...REDUCED ..................................................................... $68,000
3 BDR 2-STORY W/LOTS OF UPDATES……….PENDING ............................................................................................ $84,900
3 BDR, 1.5 BATHS, MAIN FLOOR UTILITY ROOM, 2 CAR GARAGE..NEW ................................................................ $89,900
2-UNIT OR CONVERT BACK TO ROOM SINGLE FAMILY ............................................................................................ $93,000
BRICK 3 BDR WITH LOTS OF CHARM AND UPDATES……SOLD .............................................................................. $95,000
NATURAL WOODWORK, HWD FLOORS, OPEN STAIRCASE…..NEW ..................................................................... $104,900
A MUST SEE!! 3 BDR. ½ STORY FULL OF CHARM…….REDUCED .......................................................................... $131,900
2800 SQ. FT. TRI-LEVEL NORTHBROOK SUBD………PENDING .............................................................................. $139,900
BRICK 3 BDR RANCH LAKE AREA IN LG CORNER LOT….SOLD ............................................................................ $159,900
BRICK CAPE COD, 3 BDRS, 2.5 BATHS, 2 CAR GARAGE ........................................................................................ $189,900

LOTS/FARM LAND
5 ACRE BUILDING LOT, NORTHEAST OF MENDOTA ................................................................................................... CALL!!
PRIME BUILDING LOT ON CHAR LU DR. MENDOTA   .................................................................................................. CALL!!
48.3 ACRE FARM LOCATED NEAR I-39 .......................................................................................................................... CALL!!

INCOME/COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 
PRESENTLY ICE CREAM SHOP, LOTS OF UPDATES ................................................................................................... CALL!!
UPDATED STORY FRONT W/3 BDR APT UPSTAIRS .................................................................................................... $75,800
REDUCED!! COMMERCIAL BUILDING ................................................................................................................... REDUCED!!
WAREHOUSE 3750 SQ.FT. OFFICE 1250 SQ. FT. STORAGE AREA 1250 SQ. FT ....................................................... CALL!!
GREAT INVESTMENT PROPERTY 5 UNIT APARTMENT BUILDING…NEW ..................................................................CALL!

NEW 

LISTING

REDUCED
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