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Special edition highlights importance
of community newspaper

ROCHELLE — If you are reading this
special Rochelle News-Leader edition,
you may be wondering why you
received it in your mailbox

today.

Well, you aren’t alone, be-
cause every household in the
Rochelle zip code (61068) is
receiving amailed copy of the
“Hub City’s” hometown news-

paper, as a thank you to our resi-

dents for staying strong and vigilant
during pandemic and also to remind citizens

Drive-thru
for FFA

Pork chop dinner to celebrate
what would-be high school’s
Homecoming weekend

BY RUSSELL HODGES
STAFF WRITER/SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — CO-
VID-19has forced Rochelle
Township High School
to go without many of its
usual Homecoming fes-
tivities. One tradition that
won’t change, however, is
the Rochelle FFA Chapter
serving pork chops, and the
chapterrecently announced
it will be hosting a drive-
thru pork chop dinner for
the community on Friday,
Sept. 25 from 5-6:30 p.m.

While the Rochelle FFA
Chapter normally serves
pork chops during Friday
night football games, stu-
dents are changing course
this year due to the ongo-
ing pandemic. The din-
ner includes a pork chop,
applesauce, chips and a
cookie for $10. Pre-orders
are due Monday, Sept. 21,
and orders can be placed
online at https://rochelle-
ffa-drive-thru-porkchop-
sale.cheddarup.com.

“We thought it would be
agreatwayto generate some
community involvement
and celebrate what would
have been our Homecom-
ing weekend,” Rochelle
FFA Advisor Donna Page
said. “We wanted to raise
morale and do something
nice for our community...

Lions

It’s been great to see the
FFA members get excited
about hosting an event that
will feel close to normal.”
The money raised from
the drive-thru dinner will
go toward the Rochelle
FFA Chapter, which uses
the money to fund supplies
and chapter activities such
as conferences. The money
also goes toward providing
goods and services includ-
ing first-aid kits for local
farmers. Those who place
their orders online can add
extrapork-chop sandwiches
to their meals for $5 each.
“We’re looking forward
to seeing a great turnout,”
Page said. “We highly
encourage using the link to
orderonline sowe canknow
how many chops we need
toprovide for Fridaynight.”

(FILE PHOTO)

Rochelle senior Mary
Coglianese promotes
pork chops.

May not be combined with
other special offers. Current
subscribers not eligible.

of the important role newspapers continue
to play in small town communities.
We have compiled several interesting
feature stories in this edition to give all
readers a glimpse at what we deliver

low-cost opportunity to share what s

going on with their businesses as we

alltry to keep moving forward during
these unprecedented times.

Please take some time to read through

this special edition and appreciate the timely

onaregularbasis, and we have also
givenmany local businesses a great
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news and features we produce every week at
the News-Leader with our print and digital
editions. If you don’t already subscribe, we
encourage you to give us a try by taking ad-
vantage of one of the big discount subscription
deals highlighted in this edition that will fit
any budget for both non-subscribers and cur-
rent customers.

Thank you to all of our subscribers and
advertisers who help support our efforts and
allow us to continue informing, educating and
entertaining Rochelle area residents- now more
than ever we all need each other.

2021
Trom Yhe Fearl”
C

alendar

Funds support non-profits

BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Rochelle Rotary
Club’s ‘From the Heart’ event will cel-
ebrateits 14th yearin 2021 and its anchor
fundraiser is now underway.

The Rochelle Rotary Daily Cash
Calendars are now available for pur-
chase. For those unfamiliar with the
club’s annual fundraiser, the Daily
Cash Calendar is a way to give back to
eight local non-profit organizations that
benefit from the club’s From the Heart
fundraiser as well as a chance to win a
cash prize every day for a year.

Every calendar purchase gives a
chance at winning daily cash prizes —
a total of $18,250 for the year. Prizes
range from $25 daily, $50 each Sunday
to $250 and higher on holidays. Those
whose names are drawn for New Year’s
Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July and
Christmas are awarded $1,000.

The eight area non-profit organiza-
tions who receive large contributions

$19.99 for 3 months

Plus get a 4th month totally FREE!

That’s 34 issues of the News-Leader delivered to your door for less than 59¢ an issue!

NEw:

“These non-profits
need our help...

With future funding
uncertain, it’s
especially important
to buy these calendars
and support our
community through

these services”
Greg Folmar

from the sales of the calendars — and the
From the Heart event held in February
—are the Hub City Senior Center, Focus
House, CASA, Shining Star, YMCA
Child Care Center, Rochelle Christian
Food Pantry, Rochelle Area Community
Foundation, and HOPE of Ogle County.

See CASH page 5

We are offering this great deal because we want non-subscribers to give
us a try, but don’t delay as this offer is only valid through Sepft. 30, 2020.

[.eader

PO.Box 46 - 211 Hwy. 38 East | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-2112

09182020



SECTION 1 « PAGE 2 « ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

FRIDAY, SEPT. 18, 2020

STATE NEWS

Agency leaders urged to prepare for cuts

Without federal action, services could see budget reductions, Pritzker says

By JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/JNOWICKI@CAPITOLNEWSILLINOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD - State agency heads are preparing
to cut 5 percent of their budgets in the current fiscal
year and 10 percent next fiscal year should the federal
government fail to provide aid to state and local gov-
ernments, Gov. JB Pritzker said Tuesday.

The governor made the announcement at a Chicago
restaurant during a news conference called to announce
another $245 million in grants aimed at giving a boost
to businesses hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic and
civil unrest.

That includes $220 million in Business Interrup-
tion Grants for businesses suffering losses due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The funding comes from the
federal Coronavirus Aid, Reliefand Economic Security,
or CARES, Act.

That was a more than $2 trillion stimulus package
passed by Congress and signed into law in March.
Partisan disputes in Washington, D.C., however, have
stalled follow-up legislation, which several U.S. gov-
ernors, including Pritzker, have said needs to focus on
aid to states.

“Let me repeat that every state in the nation has
suffered, every municipality in the nation has suffered
from the fiscal effects of COVID-19.,” Pritzker said.
“However, until Republicans in Washington decide
otherwise, middle class, working class and poor families
across our state and across the nation will likely suffer
from cuts to public safety, education, human services
and environmental safety, and the potential layoffs will
make the economic recession worse.”

He called the potential for cuts a “nightmare scenar-
i0” for entities such as schools, hospitals, universities,
law enforcement, health care workers and firefighters.

“Thisis about support for local and state governments
across the nation,” he said. “This is about support for
our nation’s economic recovery that only the federal
government can provide, just like it did for the corporate
sector already.”

While the state has already distributed more than $49
million in federal BIG funding, applications for the next
$220 million will open Thursday. Application informa-
tion for the second round of funds can be found on the
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s
website at Illinois.gov/dceo.

Grants will range from $5,000 to $150,000 to each
business based on revenue losses incurred due to the
ongoing pandemic and the size of the business.

Businesses and nonprofit entities with $20 million or
less in revenue last year will be eligible, with a focus on
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That's why you'll find Central Bank lllinois and our people

volunteering in our communities, supporting local schools

and sponsoring local charity events. We're a part of the
fabric that weaves this town and it's people together.

Central Bank

businesses located downstate or in disproportionately
impacted areas, according to the governor’s office. At
least $100 million will go to businesses in downstate
and rural areas of Illinois.

Of the funding, $60 million will go to “heavily dis-
tressed industries” such as movie theatres, performing
arts venues, concert venues, indoor recreation, amuse-
ment parks, event spaces located at banquet halls and
hotels, and more.

Disproportionately Impacted Areas will see $70 mil-
lion set aside. Those are defined by zip codes identified
by the General Assembly for communities seeing the
most economic distress due to the pandemic. Another $5
million will be set aside for businesses facing livestock
production disruptions.

Another $25 million made available through the Re-
build Illinois capital infrastructure plan will go toward
helping businesses in communities damaged during
civil unrest following the killing of George Floyd by
a police officer in Minneapolis in May. Projects may
range in size from $1,000 to $200,000, based on the
extent of the damages.

Applications will be available “in the coming weeks,”
according to the governor’s office.

Other COVID-19 news

Pritzker also signified he is not willing to make a “po-
litical decision” to allow high school football to resume.
“This isn’t a political decision. I know that there are
people who would like me simply to make a political
decision to allow people to endanger themselves,” he

“Let me repeat that every state

I in the nation has suffered, every

municipality in the nation has
suffered from the fiscal effects
of COVID-19...However, until
Republicans in Washington
decide otherwise, middle class,
working class and poor families
across our state and across the
nation will likely suffer from

cuts...”
Gov. JB Pritzker

said, noting that surrounding states allowing football
to be played have higher positivity rates than Illinois.

“Ifthey’ve decided to endanger children and families
in those states by allowing certain contact sports to take
place, that’s their decision. That’s not something that’s
good for the families, the children of Illinois,” he added.

The news conference came as the state reported
another 1,466 new confirmed cases of the virus among
39,031 test results reported over the previous 24 hours.
The Illinois Department of Public Health also reported
another 20 deaths in people from their 60s to their 90s.

The rolling seven-day statewide positivity rate re-
mained at 3.6 percent for the second straight Tuesday.

At the end of Monday, 1,584 people in Illinois were
reported hospitalized with COVID-19, including 373
in intensive care units and 144 on ventilators. Those
were all slightly above pandemic lows and significant
increases from the previous day.

The state’s two regions that have seen increased
mitigations due to high positivity rates both saw their
numbers drop, according to the latest data from IDPH.
Region 7, which includes Will and Kankakee counties,
has a 6.9 percent rate as of Sept. 12. That’s still slightly
above the 6.5 percent needed to remove mitigations
such as closure of indoor dining, but it’s a decrease of
three-tenths of a percent from the day prior.

In the Metro East region, known as Region 4 in the
reopening plan, the rate decreased two-tenths of a per-
centage point to 9.2 percent as of Sept. 12. That region
was still far away from mitigations being lifted despite
the progress.
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The ‘Hub City’ is growing

ROCHELLE — From street, curb and gutter
work to other projects including Well 12, the airport
taxiway and the Rochelle Railroad expansion, the
City of Rochelle has been improving infrastructure
throughout the ‘Hub City’ over the past year.

City of Rochelle road work

Reconstruction of North Sixth Street from the
Fourth Avenue intersection to the Fifth Avenue in-
tersection along with the alleys east of North Sixth
Street between Lincoln Avenue and Fifth Avenue, and
the Municipal Parking Lot No. 4 south of the Flagg
Township Museum began in early June.

The project involves upgrades to the water main
system, removal and replacement of curb and gutter,
pavement and base course, sidewalks, storm sewer,
streetlights, and other related improvements. The
project will require periodic partial and full closures to
vehicle and pedestrian traffic within the project area.
Private drives will be closed for much of the project
and alternate access and parking will be required in
other locations adjacent to businesses fronting these
streets. The project is expected to be complete by
mid-October.

The Dement Road project is nearly complete as
striping work is expected to be completed next week.
The road has been closed from First Avenue to past
the overpass since mid-summer for bridge approach
and pavement repairs on the south side of the road.

South Main Street construction continues and is
expected to be complete by mid-October. Construction
is taking place on South Main Street from Steam Plant
to Steward Road. The project is the beginning of a
year’s-long process to overhaul South Main Street
to include resurfacing, curb, gutter, street lights and
a multi-use path.

Phase I is now underway and Phase II is slated
to begin in 2021 from Steam Plant Road to Veter-
an’s Parkway, completing the multi-use path from
Steward Road to Veteran’s Parkway. This majority
of this nearly $3 million project is being funded by
the State of Illinois.

I e N N e

The City of Rochelle recently completed its three-
part, $7 million Rochelle Railroad expansion project.
The project consisted of building the new Rochelle
Trans Loading Center and a four-track wide bridge.

James E.
“Spud!!
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(PHOTO BY JENNIFER SIMMONS)

Work on Steward Road just off South Main Street has been underway and includes street widening and

sidewalks as shown above on Tuesday morning.

Other street projects expected to be complete soon
include Mulford Road and West Second Avenue.
Mulford Road is expected to be complete by the end
of September once striping work and guardrail work
is complete. West Second Avenue is expected to be
complete and open by the end of September.

Rochelle Railroad expansion

The City of Rochelle recently completed its three-
part, $7 million Rochelle Railroad expansion project.

The project consisted of building the new Rochelle
Trans Loading Center, a four-track wide bridge with
an adjacent detention pond, and expanding the old
track to create new unit change interchange tracks.
Construction on the project began in August 2018
and was expected to take nine months, but due to an
excess amount of rain last spring and an early winter,
the project took about two years.

The railroad system serves many industrial busi-
nesses and was in need of expansion since it had
reached its capacity. The railroad is one of the main
driving forces behind economic development in the
community and the city hopes the new expansion will
attract even more businesses to Rochelle.

“The City of Rochelle railroad is an economic
development engine,” economic development di-
rector Jason Anderson said. “It drives industrial
development because of the many benefits of having
easy access to two class one railroads. And what the
city of Rochelle has uniquely done is being able to
create its own railroad and from that, attract industry
that creates jobs, tax base, and customers for RMU.”

When train cars are loaded at the Rochelle Trans
Loading Center, they then connect to either the Union
Pacific Railroad or the Burlington Northern Santa
Fe Railroad to reach their final destination. Having
access to two Class 1 railroads doubles the amount
of business the city is able to serve.

This also helps provide leverage to businesses who
use the railroad over the railroad companies because it
forces the railroads to place bids rather than choosing

a set price. In addition to the railroads and loading
center, Rochelle also has the resources businesses are
looking for when choosing a new location.

“When it comes to economic development, a
community needs to have every utility that is needed
for a business,” Anderson said. “You may have an
abundance of water and that is great, but do you have
the sewer treatment or enough power to support it. A
community needs to have it all and Rochelle has all
of'the infrastructure in place to attract new businesses
and industries.”

In addition to the Trans Loading Center, the city
built a new four-track-wide bridge and extended the
old railroad by laying three new tracks, each 3,300
linear feet in length. This extension provides the Ro-
chelle Railroad with additional space thatis currently
used for storage, but will eventually be utilized by
new businesses.

These tracks were built with the end goal of ex-
tending the railroad to Elva Road in Steward and
eventually looping it back around. When building
the bridge and unit change interchange track, a
3,300-by-160-foot detention pond also had to be dug
to prevent flooding. New drainage tiles also had to
be place under the farmers field next to the pond.

“Whenever we do a big industrial project like
this, we always look at the impact it will have on
the environment,” Anderson said. “When laying the
tiles under the farmers field, they actually made the
land more rich and valuable, so it was a win-win
situation for both of us.”

The City of Rochelle is currently working on more
economic development projects around town and
more details will be released in the coming future.

Rochelle Airport renovation

The Rochelle Municipal Airport recently complet-
ed a $3.2 million three-phase runway and taxiway
renovation project.

See CITY page 4

ST. PAUL SCHOOL & CHURCH

FUNDRAISER DRIVE THRU DINNER
Friday, September 25, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Serving limit of 200 dinners of each of the following:
Grilled Pork Loin Chop or Chicken Leg Quarter
No presale ticket. Drive Thru Dinner

$8.00 / Dinner

Dinner includes either a:

Grilled Hand Cut Brined Pork Loin Chop or
a Grilled Marinated Chicken Leg Quarter
PLUS
Fresh Coleslaw
Smoked Baked Beans with Bacon & Onions
Grilled Potato

09182020

Drive thru will be located on the north side of church. Please eﬁer
the drive thru from 10th Avenue and follow the signs.
1415 10th Avenue, Rochelle, IL 61068

09162020

Rundna Dader Twvae

ok kO O uvu’, kLSO

Complete Body Repair on domestic & foreign cars & trucks.
Your Local Rhino® Dealer

Rt. 251 S., Rochelle
www.zipsautobody.com
Proudly serving the Rochelle area
for over 35 years!

I-CAR

09182020




SECTION 1 « PAGE 4 -« ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

FRIDAY, SEPT. 18, 2020

LOCAL NEWS

(FILE PHOTO)

City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh, RMU Superintendent Adam Lanning and fellow RMU staff members cut the ribbon on the recently completed $3 million dollar investment
into the city’s drinking water system. Pictured left to right (front row) are Fiegenschuh, Lanning, Jay Mullholand, Kyle Bridgeman, Dwayne Rangel and Joe Kinney.

CITY: Projects keep ‘Hub City’ hopping

From page 3

The first phase of the
project involved tearing
up the old asphalt ramp
leading to the taxiway and
runway and rebuilding it
out of much stronger and
longer lasting concrete.
The second phase of the
project was tearing up
the old runway that was
beginning to fall apart
to resurface, repaint and
implement new groove
drainage technology for
the new runway.

The final portion of
the project involved re-
locating the old taxiway
from the beginning of
the runway toward the
middle to actlike a speed
bump for planes entering
the runway. This entire
project ensures the safety
of the pilots as well as
updates the quality of the
runway itself.

“The main reason was
to maintain the infra-
structure of the airport
because those areas were
beginning to wear out
and the surfaces were be-
ginning to break down,”
airport manager Mike
Hudetz said. “We also

implemented new drain-
age grooving technology
instead of the previously
used, friction course, S0
the runway drains quick-
er and last longer.”

All the lights along
the runway were also
rewired with a special
lightning suppression
system since they had
been hit by lightning
twice in the last two
years. The total cost of
the project was $3.2 mil-
lion, but 90 percent was
paid for by the federal
government, 5 percent
through the state and the
city paid the remaining 5
percent

The airport has been
working towards getting
the runway redone since
2016 and work finally
began last fall. The ramp
was completed last fall,
the taxiways in April
and the runway took the
duration of April, May,
June and was finished in
mid-July.

“The runway had to be
closed down on and off
during the entire process,
but we are back to nor-
mal now and it was very
worth it in the long run,”

Hudetz said. “It really
gives the whole airport
anew makeover and this
is one of the most active
airports in the area for
general, commercial and
sport aviation. We have
skydiving, pilot training
and even the restaurant. It
isareally good airport for
people to enjoy aviation
by observation or to ac-
tually getinvolvedinit.”

The airport is already
planningits second-phase
ramp project of turning
its other asphalt ramp
into concrete, as well as
rebuilding certain air-
plane hangars that were
originally built in 1963.

Well 12

Rochelle city officials,
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities staff and both local
radio and television news
outlets gathered outside
Rochelle Well 12 at the
end of August to cele-
brate the completion of
a $3 million investment
into city’s drinking water
system.

Well 12 was complet-
ed and went live in 2017,
but in 2018, it began
showing radium levels

1001013.1

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc

Shane B Huber, Agent
1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
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State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Improvements at
Rochelle’s Municipal
Airportincluded
grooving work on the
runway (at right).

higher than the required
amount set by the Illinois
EPA. The recent project
was completed to bring
the radium levels down
to therequired amount as
well as remove any iron
in the water and update
much of the technology
used.

“With the new require-
ments, we decided to use
the same Hydrous Man-
ganese Oxide (HMO)
technology used at the
well by the high school,”
said RMU Superinten-
dent Adam Lanning.
“We are using all state
of'the art monitoring and
automation so the water
quality is continually
analyzed. All monitors
are also connected to a
SCADA system that will
automatically shut off
the water and call out
to a worker if an alarm
goes off.”

Along with the new
automation, an employ-
ee will come out once a
day to manually check
the water quality. Work
began on the project in
the fall of 2019 and was
recently completed this
summer of 2020.

The cost of the plant
itselfwas about $1.9 mil-
lion, extending the sani-
tary sewer line from town
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was about $650,000,
rehabilitating the well
wasaround $100,000 and
design and construction
management was around
$400,000 for a total of
approximately $3 mil-
lion. The work was con-
tracted through Larson
and Larson Builders Inc.
and was funded through
an Illinois revolving loan
program through the
IEPA at a 1.38 percent
interest rate over the
period of 20 years.

“I think that this will
be a great addition to our
water system and will be
able to offer lots of high
quality water for the
next many years,” said
Lanning.

Along with increas-
ing the quality of the

city’s drinking water and
technology at the well,
this investment will also
help the city attract new
businesses to the area.
Without this well and
water access, businesses
would not be able to set
up in this area of town.

“Now with all of this
water and sewer capacity,
we are moving south with
our industrial develop-
ment,” said Jason Ander-
son, Rochelle economic
development director.
“There is about 1,000
acres here that this will
serve immediately and
without this you don’t
develop. This has a huge
impact on the growth of
our industrial base be-
cause the infrastructure
is here.”

The City of Rochelle radium removal plant is located
on Hayes Road and was constructed over a two-year
period.
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CASH: Calendar money benefits non-profits

From page 1

“These non-profits need our help. The money raised
with these calendars is given with no strings attached
and allows the organizations to use it where they need
itmost,” Rochelle Rotary Club President Greg Folmar
said. “With future funding uncertain, it’s especially
important to buy these calendars and support our
community through these services.”

The cash calendars cost $20 each and along with
the chance to win the daily cash prize there are more
than $100 in savings in the form of coupons from
participating sponsors as well.

“The main goal of this program is to help the
non-profit organizations that partner with From the
Heart,” explained David Eckhardt, From the Heart
coordinator and Rotary Club member. “Where else
can you spend $20 and help out eight organizations?”

Calendars are available for purchase from any
Rochelle Rotary Club member, Holcomb Bank in
Rochelle, Stillman Bank, First State Bank, HOPE
Chest and through the Rochelle Rotary From The Heart
website at http://fromtheheartrochelle.org.

Plans are currently underway for the 2021 From
the Heart event.

About the non-profit

organizations

Hub City Senior Center: The Hub City Senior
Center offers a variety of activities and programs to
meet the diverse interests of local seniors age 60 and
up. The center offers a variety of activities including
pool, card games, Bingo and games. The center also
offers a monthly birthday party, a monthly movie day
and important services for seniors including regular
visits from a local podiatrist, eyecare technicians and
hearing specialists. Daily lunches are also provided.
Several groups meet at the center as well.

Focus House: The mission of Focus House is to
provide a safe, nurturing and structured environment
for youth. Through the commitment of Focus House
to children, youth will are given the opportunity to
develop self worth, responsibility and respect — en-
abling them to successfully return to their families and
communities. The primary goal of Focus House is to
return each child to his/her family, avoiding further
— and more severe — court-mandated actions.

CASA: The Ogle County CASA (Court Appointed
Special Advocates) program recruits, screens and
trains volunteers from the community to become a
voice for an abused and/or neglected child involved
in the local juvenile court system. After completion
of our training class, volunteers are sworn in by the
Judge as a Guardian ad Litem. As a direct party to the

“The main goal of this program is to help the non-profit
organizations that partner with From the Heart. Where else can
you spend $20 and help out eight organizations?”

case, the volunteer has court authority to look into the
child’s situation, submit findings and recommendations
in the form of a court report and ensure that the best
interests of the child are served. Ogle County volun-
teers are appointed to one case at a time. Free from
the burden of a heavy case load and bound only to
protect the child’s best interest, volunteers often bring
information to the judge that otherwise might not be
heard. CASA seeks to shorten the time a child is in
foster care and ensures that child’s prompt placement
into a safe, nurturing, permanent home.

Shining Star Children’s Advocacy Center: Since
2002, Shining Star Children’s Advocacy Center has
been providing services for child abuse victims and
their families. The mission of Shining Star is to trans-
form victims of child abuse into survivors. The vision
is to reduce the trauma of child abuse through identifi-
cation, offender accountability, advocacy, counseling,
and education on the path to eliminating child abuse.
The purpose of the program is to provide forensic
interviewing, case management and follow-through,
and coordinated services to child victims of sexual and
physical abuse and theirnon-offending family members
in Lee and Ogle Counties as well as minimizing the
trauma experienced by child victims by providing a
comfortable and child-friendly environment for the
interview and investigations of child abuse crimes.

YMCA Child Care Center: The YMCA Child Care
Center, formerly the Rochelle Child Care Center, has
been dedicated to the enrichment of children since
1965. The YMCA Child Care Center offers accredited
day care, pre-school, and school age programs in a
safe, clean, and nurturing environment staffed with
loving, caring, and qualified professionals.

Rochelle Christian Food Pantry: The Rochelle
Christian Food Pantry serves families in the Rochelle
Township High School district who are needing tem-
porary help obtaining food. The pantry receives food
and cash donations and is a volunteer driven ministry.
Food is distributed on Tuesdays and Fridays.

Rochelle Area Community Foundation: The
Rochelle Area Community Foundation offers an op-
portunity for individuals, families, and businesses to
leave a legacy for future generations that will continue
to grow in perpetuity and grant money each year to im-
prove the Rochelle Area. The Community Foundation
is a public, charitable organization designed to attract

Dave Eckhardt

gifts that will be shared with Rochelle area non-profit
organizations for the benefit of the entire community.

HOPE of Ogle County: HOPE of Ogle County’s
mission is to advocate on behalf of domestic violence
victims and their children in a welcoming environment.
Our caring professionals provide safety planning, sup-
port, shelter, and referrals while empowering survivors
to build asafe and peaceful future. Those experiencing
domestic abuse can contact HOPE of Ogle County 7
days a week/24 hours a day. This service is available
in most languages. Domestic violence advocates are
there to listen, offer support and provide information
on ways to increase personal safety. HOPE provides
temporary emergency shelter for adults and their mi-
nor children who are experiencing domestic abuse.
Safety, shelter, support and goal related services are
provided to help individuals make their own choices
about the next steps to take. Transitional housing is
also available by application to families who access
our emergency shelter. Adult and child counseling
services are provided by appointment. Weekly support
groups are available for adults and their children. HOPE
staff also provides public education to local schools,
colleges, service organizations, and businesses. Court
advocates are also available to assist those experienc-
ing domestic violence, in obtaining court Orders of
Protection in Ogle County.

COUPONS INSIDE CASH CALENDAR

The Rack Bar & Grill Merlin’s Flowers & The
Other Side Boutique
Super Lube
Anderson Plumbing &
The Cypress House Heating, Inc.
Baked with Tiff Alfano’s Pizzeria and

Italian Restaurant
Moose Knuckle

The Pit Stop Bar & Grille
Steve’s Complete

L.OTS.
Automotive

Hope Chest
Flight Deck Bar & Grill

Colonial Flowers & Gifts
Hidden Timber Gardens Shoppe

Iron Skillet/Hub City Express ~ *More than $100 in savings

We are pleased to announce that
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.

who has been providing complete
live and on-line auction services
since 1975, will be expanding their
services to include a complete

DINE-IN, CARRYOUT OR DELIVERY

wm’a% otm'ﬂ#
90¢ Boneless Wings 25% off any pizza of your
156 Jumho Bone-In Wings choice’

One 16” Thin Crust
1-Topping Pizza only

$10.99

7 %
Buy one pizza & get the
same size cheese pizza for

FREE™

ITuwesday — Friday — Salweday

Buy One Pasta Free dough Free 12" cheese
Dinner, Geta2nd nuggets with any Pizza with

for1/2Price’  orderover$20 purchase of any
18" pizza.

*Limit 2 per customer per day some restrictions apply. Daily Specials not valid with other
coupons/offers/catering

** Additional Toppings Extra

ROCHELLE | 1233 N. CARON RD.

819.962.5000
ORDER ONLINE @ MYROSATIS.COM/ROCHELLE.COM

09182020

Brokerage Service division effective
September 1, 2020

Whether buying or selling, the complete Real Estate
Brokerage will include Residential, Commercial and
Ag Land. Their location has not changed, they are
still at 361 W IL Rt#38, Rochelle IL. Their focus will
be to continue the professional service you have
known over the past 25 Years since opening the first
Bearrows office in downtown Rochelle in 1995. The
staff and Agents at Bearrows Real Estate & Auction
Co. look forward to providing brokerage services that
will be focused on the details and customer service.
Owners are John & Dina Bearrows, and John will
be the Managing Broker, Debra Hansen will be the
administrative assistant.

Local ownership, local management and local agents
is how this change will be beneficial to everyone that
they work with. Owner John Bearrows states “I am
extremely excited and look forward to the times ahead
for everyone at Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.”

AR
%ggﬁ” AUCT/oZQ

361 W. IL Rt. 38 - Rochelle, IL 61068
815-562-5113 - www.bearrows.com

09182020




FRIDAY, SEPT. 18, 2020

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER « SECTION 1« PAGE 6

LOCAL VIEWS

Letter to the Editor

Don't forget to
be counted by
the 2020 Census

Dear Editor,

Do you enjoy when
roads are redone in your
town, when there is anew
park with fresh mulch,
or when art and band
supplies are
available at
the schools? .
Do you want
to keep this
uptake going
in your com-
munity?

Here’s how: the 2020
Census. It takes a quick
15 minutes to change our
community. The Census
takes place once every
10 years. It is a form that
every household needs to
fill out. There are only
nine simple questions to
fill out.

Many people avoid
the Census because they
believe that their names,
addresses, and personal
information will be given
to the public, but this is
not true. The Census is
so secure that even the
White House does not
receive your name. The
point of the census is
for D.C. to know how
our population is spread
across the country so they
can send proper funding
out for the next 10 years.

Guest column

This funding helps
redo our roads and keep
our community safe.

We only have until
Sept. 30 to get as many
Ogle County residents as

possible to fill it out.
We need you to remind
your neighbors, your
church congregation
and people you work
with. Respond or we
lose money for a full
decade. We have less
than 90 percent of our
community who have
responded. We need to
get this number up to 100
percent.

Goto2020census.gov
to respond.

Sincerely,

Abby Duke,

OHS Class of 2022
Eric Morrow,

Ogle County States
attorney

Laura Cook, Ogle
County Clerk and
Recorder

Brian VanVickle,
Ogle County Sheriff
John Frinfrock, Ogle
County Board Chairman
lvy Hood, Region 1
Planning council

VOICE ON THE STREET

“We, in Colorado, vote solely by
mail and have done so for years. All
the research and studies show little
fraudulent votes. It’s around the same
percentage as in-person voting.”

Richard Myroth

“In person but early.”
Cathy Horton

Question:

Ogle County Clerk Laura Cook is accepting applications for Vote by Mail ballots for the
Nov. 3 General Election and will begin mailing Vote by Mail ballots Sept. 24 for those who
request them. Do you plan to vote in person in the fall election or vote by mail? Do you

think there will be any election issues across the nation due to more voting mail?

“Of course there will be a lot of
issues. It’s too easy to cheat and
guaranteed lost ballots. Go in person

to vote only, people.”
Richard Oleson

“We choose to vote in person with
ID in hand to show that we are a
registered voter.”

Ann Andersen

“We, in Oregon, have been 100
percent vote by mail for many years
— safe and no lines. Fraud is not
an issue. We have drop boxes too.”
Laurie Heltness Russell

“Vote by mail. Proud
American.”
Kay Chapman

“Vote by mail is a scam - much

L

like this ‘scamdemic’.
David Reish

Reality check on five claims used to
boost ‘Fair Tax' plan

BY ORPHE DIVOUNGUY, ADAM SCHUSTER and BRYCE HILL

THE CENTER SQUARE

OTERS can expect to be bombarded by
\ / claims about the ‘fair tax’ until Nov. 3 — but
what are the facts? Proponents have made
misleading claims in hopes of convincing Illinoisans to

do away with the flat tax.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker so far put $56.5

million of his own money into con-
vincing voters they should scrap
[llinois’ constitutionally protected flat
income tax on Nov. 3. Most of that
money will buy ads boosting what
have been the progressive tax backers’
most popular — and deceptive — spins.
Here are the top claims Illinoisans
can expect to hear, and the realities

they should remember.

Claim 1: It is just as difficult to
raise taxes under a progressive tax as it

is under a flat tax.

Reality: It is easier to raise taxes
under a progressive income tax than it

is under a flat tax.

A flat tax makes it far harder for
politicians to raise taxes. A progressive
income tax allows politicians to divide

Orphe
Divounguy

Adam
Schuster

and conquer. They can segment II-

linoisans into small income groups and
increase taxes on each, one at a time.
They can hold taxes constant for
the majority in any given year, while
gradually raising taxes on everyone —
one group at a time. They can go after
retirees. They can tax the same $1
multiple times. Division allows law-
makers to skirt backlash from voters.

The flat tax encourages political
accountability. Many of the politicians
who voted for the 2017 tax hike were either forced to

retire or voted out of office.

In the 32 states with progressive income taxes, 18
of them subject middle-class families to the highest tax

rate. All of them tax retirees.

Claim 2: We can fix inequality with this “fair tax.”
Reality: Income inequality is higher in progressive
tax states, and the gap between rich and poor in those

states has not been shrinking.

Illinois imposes the nation’s third-greatest tax bur-
den on those in the lowest 20 percent of wage earners,
or about $1,800. The progressive tax would save the
average person in that group only $6 — while decreas-

ing their job prospects.

Poverty rates skyrocketed after Connecticut enacted
a progressive income tax, and that was while poverty
rates were falling in most other states. Connecticut in
1996 was the last state to scrap its flat tax for progres-

sive rates.

Not only is income inequality, measured by the Gini
coefficient, higher in states with progressive income
taxes, those states haven’t been any more effective at
combatting rising inequality. The difference in income
inequality between progressive and non-progressive
income tax states remains unchanged when the two are
compared over the past decade.

Because Pritzker is unwilling to consider structural
reforms to the state’s cost drivers, the lowest income
Illinoisans under his tax plan pay the greatest share
of their income in state and local taxes — compared to
other income groups — and suffer the most from a lag-
ging economy.

Claim 3: A graduated income tax hike won’t harm
the state’s economy.

Reality: The vast body of peer-reviewed academic
literature shows tax hikes and progressive income taxes
hurt the economy.

There are claims that the $3.7 billion “fair tax” in-
crease will have no effect on the economy, but there is
significant consensus among academic experts that tax
hikes do harm the economy. More than that, econo-
mists and policy experts are in near-unanimous agree-
ment that the financial chaos created by COVID-19
is exactly the wrong time for a new tax. As former
President Barack Obama said, “You don’t raise taxes in
a recession.”

Everyone from Nobel Prize winners such as Edward
Prescott to former chairs of the Council of Economic
Advisors — including Christina Romer in the Obama
Administration, the Director of the Congressional
Budget Office Douglas Holtz-Eakin, George W. Bush
economic advisors Harvey Rosen and Greg Mankiw,
whose textbooks are the most widely used in macro-
economics — agree. They say higher taxes hurt eco-
nomic growth and that higher marginal tax rates reduce
small business employment, the wages of their em-
ployees and their growth. New studies are consistently
confirming these results.

Even the left-leaning Tax Policy Center admits that
in the long-run, “High marginal tax rates can discour-
age work, saving, investment and innovation, while
specific tax preferences can affect the allocation of
economic resources.” They also state that in the short
run, “Tax cuts boost demand by increasing disposable
income and by encouraging businesses to hire and
invest more. Tax increases do the reverse.”

To say that tax hikes don’t harm the economy is
simply wrong. The governor’s $3.7 billion tax hike will
hurt the economy.

There is also a broad consensus that the optimal in-
come tax — i.e. the one that hurts the economy the least
—is a flat tax. Even UC Berkeley economist Emmanuel
Saez agrees optimal income taxes should be “progres-
sive on average but not on the margin.” Illinois’ current
flat tax accomplishes this goal because of the value of
exemptions and deductions for lower-income tax filers.

As if more proof were needed to show that people
respond to tax policy, Illinoisans need only look at the

governor himself. Pritzker is currently under federal
investigation for removing the toilets from his Gold
Coast mansion in order to receive $331,000 in property
tax breaks. The governor also has been widely criti-
cized for utilizing offshore trusts to avoid paying taxes
on his multi-billion dollar fortune.

Claim 4: We need this tax to pay for education — or
else.

Reality: Despite billions in increased education
funding each year, most of these funds have been di-
verted from classrooms to pay for pensions.

During the past 20 years, state education spending,
adjusted for inflation, has increased by $5.4 billion
annually. However, two-thirds of this increase has gone
to pensions instead of classrooms. Despite the syphon-
ing of state education funds by pensions, Illinois still
spends more per pupil than every Midwestern state
except for North Dakota, but yields below average edu-
cational outcomes. Bloated district-level administration
is a major reason why more dollars are not advancing
students. Without structural reforms, a progressive
income tax will be a tax for pensions — not for school
funding.

Claim 5: The choice is simple, either raise revenue
through the “fair tax,” a flat tax increase for everyone
or enact spending cuts of 15 percent across the board.

Reality: This is a false choice. Illinois can balance
the budget and fund services without higher taxes.

[llinoisans have been paying higher and higher taxes
every year. Meanwhile, the fiscal condition of the state
has continued to sink and the COVID-19 recession is
pushing it deeper. New revenue can’t fix a broken state
system.

[llinois leaders should learn from past mistakes
instead of constantly presenting a false choice to
lawmakers and residents. The governor claims there
are only three ways to close the state’s daunting $4.6
billion deficit: a federal COVID-19 bailout, massive
tax hikes or slashing core government services such as
education, public safety and social services.

That’s not true. Another option exists: Illinois can
make structural spending reforms to the core cost driv-
ers of its overspending, protect essential services and
reduce the tax burden on Illinois residents at the same
time. The Illinois Policy Institute’s five-year plan, I1-
linois Forward, could accomplish all three through
commonsense reforms that have received bipartisan
support in the past.

Structural spending reform would enable lawmakers
to balance the state budget immediately. In fewer than
five years, they could eliminate the state’s bill backlog
and finance a deficit-neutral income tax cut. Contrary
to the governor’s claims, this can be accomplished
without cuts to core services that provide value to I1-
linois residents.

[llinois can build a new reality that draws new resi-
dents and heals injuries sustained during COVID-19,
but political leaders first need to stop claiming they can
tax their way to prosperity.
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Mobile food pantry is coming to Oregon

OGLE COUNTY —
Lifeline Food & Self-Help
Project in partnership with
the Northern Illinois Food

pantriesin 13 counties that
partners with the North-
ern Illinois Food Bank to
provide food for those in

The food pantry at Life-
line is open on Tuesdays
from 1:30p.m.to4p.m.and
on Fridays from 1:30 p.m.

The proceeds from the
clothing sales all benefit
the food pantry.

Please be aware that

BankishostingtwoMobile need. These two mobile to 4:30 p.m. In addition, clients need a picture ID

Food Pantries. food pantries are open to  clothing may be purchased  eachtimethey pickup food. ] e 2
TheMobileFoodPantry  anyoneinOgle Countywho  at very low prices during  Also, in accordance with R AP |5’Y 'I\i E.\\M YEAR: *

will be in Oregon on Mon-  isinneed ofnutritiousfood.  these same hours, plus on  Health Department restric- ) . : '

day, Sept. 28 and again on
Monday, Oct. 19. The truck
willbe parked in St. Mary’s
parkinglotat 300 N. 3rd St.

The Oregon Lifeline
Food & Self-Help Project
is just one of over 800 food

The mobile food pantry
provides an extra distribu-
tion of food that does not
effect a Lifeline client’s
eligibility to receive their
normal monthly allotment
of food.

Thursdays from 1 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. and on Saturdays
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Both food and cloth-
ing are provided through
the generous donations of
many people in the area.

tions, a properly worn face
maskisrequired foranyone
entering Lifeline.

You can follow us on
Facebook at Lifeline Food
& Self-Help Project, Ore-
gon, IL.

’ jmm .?/w ﬂez\zrl Ga(édar

FROM THE HEART
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Aug. 27 - Denise Johnson, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 28 - Emily Whitaker, Rochelle, $25

Serenity Hospice offering free course

OREGON - Serenity Hospice
and Home is pleased to announce
they will be starting an eight-week
class entitled, “Understanding Your
Grief.”

This class will run each Tuesday
evening from Sept. 29 through Nov.
17. The group will meet at The
Serenity Hospice Home located at
1658 S. Illinois Route 2 just south
of Oregon from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The structure of the group will fol-
low the book by Dr. Alan D. Wolfelt
which covers 10 touchstones in the ar-
eas of physical, emotional, cognitive,

social, and spiritual growth to help
youthrough the griefprocess. Wolfelt
has written many books about healing
after the loss of a loved one and is
considered a leading grief educator.

The class will be facilitated by
Cathy Warren, Serenity Hospice’s
Bereavement Coordinator.

“I am very excited to offer a class
like this one,” Warren said. “Our grief
groups are usually open-ended and
people come and go as they travel
through their own journey of grief.
This is a more structured approach
and the participant will know exactly

when it will end.”

Each participant will receive a
free copy of the book by Dr. Wolfelt.

Be aware that in an effort to con-
tain the spreading of the COVID-19
virus, participants will be asked to
take your temperature upon entering
the building. Social distancing will
also be practiced as well as wearing
facemasks.

Call Serenity Hospice at 815-732-
2499 to find out more information
about this class.

Class sizes are limited so call
today.

Sept. 22 (Tuesday) Shredded pork over Hoe Cakes,

baked beans, coleslaw

Sept. 24 (Thursday) Lemony chicken over pasta with

capers, salad, dinner rolls

Sept. 29 (Tuesday) Balsamic pork with roasted carrots
and potatoes, green bean and dinner rolls

*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike

The Kitchen Table menu

otherwise stated. A kid's menu is available each
serving date and includes peanut butter and jelly,
corn dog with chips or chicken nuggets. Please note
that all menus are subject to change. Serving is from
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday.
Sunday brunch is served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The menu is always available on the answering
machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit www.

Aug. 29 - Roger & Susie Ahlensdorf, Kings, $25

Aug. 30 - Terry Harvell, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 31 - Betty Dearth, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 1 - Judy Etchason, St. Charles, $25

Sept. 2 - Charley Boostra, Dixon, $25

Sept. 3 - Taylor & Loren May, Westmintsier, Colo., $50

Sept. 4 - Abigail Erwin, New York, New York, $25

Sept. 5 - Dave & Judy Stadler, Forest, Virginia, $25

Sept. 6 - Duane Alcock, Monroe Center, $50

Sept. 7 - Sunshine Bakery, Rochelle, $1,000

Sept. 8 - Gabe Garcia, Chana, $25

Sept. 9 - Carol Koch, Rochelle, $25

Sept.
Sept.

Sept.

10 - Sandra Chasm, Oregon, $25

12 - Jackie Cutts, DeKalb, $25

11 - Ron Schabacker, Rochelle, $25

Road, Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless KitchenTableRochelle.org. Sept. 13 - Linda Sanderson, Creston, $50
- _ - B Sept. 14 - Joe & Norma Thiele, $25
- Birthdays & Anniversaries §>2 Sept. 15 - From the Heart Auction, Rochelle, $25
: — . ‘> . .
— Sept. 18 Ben Shank Maria Shank — Sept. 16 - Jimmy Gilbert, Rochelle, $25
——= - Amic Eggenburg Sept. 22 Sept. 27 -— ) "
% =Terry & Teresa Dodillet Krew Sullivan Ron & Freda Ankney (57) “=—— Sept. 17 - David Sprung, LaMoille, 525
_ Sept. 19 Sept. 23 Sept. 28 -
%- p . p p -_— > Sept. 18 - Bobby Clausen, Rochelle, $25
e Leland & Lucy Hazlip John Worley Ashley Bunger —_—
e Madison Wooten Chris Doering - — _ _ _
_ _—— Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each
Q. — — = — - — - — month
— - il - - ==
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LOCAL NEWS

Registering to vote in lllinois can
be confusing: Here’s a breakdown

Mindy Ruckman | Government Affairs
Legislative Analyst | lllinoispolicy.org

HIS Election Day is signifi-
I cant in Illinois because voters

will have the chance, for
the first time in 50 years, to tell state
leaders whether they want their taxes
raised and whether they trust state
lawmakers with greater power to set
their tax rates.

But before anyone gets to cast that
vote, they may need a guide to navigat-
ing the confusing voting process. The
important first step in making anyone’s
voice heard is registering to vote.

Who can votein
lllinois?

You must:

Be a citizen of the United States

Be a resident of Illinois and of your
precinct at least 30 days before the
election

Be at least 18 years old on or before
the next election

Cannot be serving a sentence in
prison

Cannot be voting anywhere else

How can I tell if I’'m registered to
vote?

Not sure if you’re already regis-
tered? The easiest way to see if you’ve
registered to vote is by checking
online. The Illinois State Board of
Elections has an online tool Illinoisans
can use. To check, you simply add in
your name, date of birth and address.
If you are already registered, you are
good to go.

How do | register to

vote in lllinois?
There are a couple routes you can
take to register to vote. Regardless,
you must ensure you’re registered in
a timely manner. Regular registration

is open year-round, but ends 27 days
prior to the election, on Oct. 6.

What do | need to
register to vote?

Federal law requires some form of
identification for first-time registration.
Valid identification could include a
state-issued ID or a copy of a utility
bill, bank statement, paycheck, or an-
other government document showing
your name and address.

[llinois does not require a voter to
declare a political party to vote in a
General Election. Although the option
exists to pick a party, it is not required.

You will be required to sign your
voter registration card.

A person who is 17 may register to
vote if they will turn 18 on or before
Election Day.

How do | register
online to vote?

Online registration is available until
16 days before the election on the Illi-
nois State Board of Elections website.
In order to register online, a person
must have completed their registration

®
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by 11:59 p.m. on Oct. 18. When filling
out the registration form, the voter will
need to input some personal informa-
tion such as their driver’s license, age,
name and address.

How can I register by
mail to vote?

To register by mail, you may print
out this form from the U.S. Election
Assistance Commission and mail it to
the Illinois State Board of Election at

Q‘g\\%"ﬂ\ Electiop Dy

November 3

this address:

State Board of Elections

2329 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Springfield, IL 62704

You will be required to submit iden-
tification with your mail-in form. If
you do not submit the necessary identi-
fication, you will be required to show it
in person when you vote, and you will
not be eligible to vote by mail.

Additionally, mail-in registration
forms must be postmarked by Oct. 6.

How do | register in
person to vote?

If you miss the online or mail-in
voter registration windows, you may
also register in person during the
“grace period” starting Oct. 7 and ex-
tending through Election Day, Nov. 3.

Each county has designated loca-
tions where a person can register to
vote. It is best to check out your local
county clerk’s website or call their of-
fice to find a place near you. Typically,
in addition to the county clerk’s office,
you can register in-person at city and
village offices, public libraries, and
locations that are set up as permeant
and temporary voting locations.

Voting in Ogle County

OREGON — Ogle County Clerk,
Laura J. Cook, announced that her
office complies with the Federal Vot-
ing Accessibility for the Elderly and
Handicapped Act.

The Ogle County Courthouse is ac-
cessible to disabled citizens for voter
registration. If you are unable to go to a
Deputy Registrar, we will send a deputy
registrar to the residence of any person
who wishes to register to vote.

For information on this service,
please call the County Clerk’s Office
at 815-732-1110.

Voter Registration

Any Ogle County resident who has
never registered in Ogle County, has
moved within the county, or has had a
change of name since the last election
must be registered with the correct name
and address if they wish to vote in this
election. First time registrants shall (by
Nov. 3, 2020 General Election) have
resided in their precinct for 30 days and
must be 18 years of age on or before the
Nov. 3, 2020 General Election.

The last day to register to vote or
change your address for the Novem-
ber 3, 2020 General Election is Oct.
6 (with the exception of grace period
voter registration beginning Oct. 7 and
ending Nov. 2 in the office of the Ogle
County Clerk.)

Vote by Mail

All properly registered voters are
eligible to Vote by Mail. An Application
to “Vote by Mail” can be downloaded by
visiting the Ogle County official website
at www.oglecounty.org by going to the
“I Want To” tab, select “Application for
Vote by Mail.” This application must be
filled out and mailed or hand delivered to
the county clerk’s office, who will then
mail the Vote by Mail ballot to the voter.
After voting the Vote by Mail ballot it
must be mailed or hand delivered back
to the county clerk’s office so it can be
counted on Election Day.

The first day to apply for a Vote by
Mail ballot was Aug. 5 for the Nov. 3
General Election. The first day to mail
a Vote by Mail ballot is Sept. 24 with
the last day for mailing a ballot from
the county clerk’s office being Oct. 29.
Early voting in person at the county
clerk’s office may be done through Nov.
2 until 4:30 p.m.

Early Voting

Early voting will be conducted at the

Ogle County Clerk’s Office located at
the Ogle County Courthouse, 105 S. 5th
Street, Oregon, Sept. 24 thru Nov. 2 for
all Ogle County precincts. Voting hours
are Monday through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday, Oct. 31
from 9 a.m. to noon.

Early voting will be conducted at the
Flagg Township Building located at 303
W. Illinois Route 38 in Rochelle Oct. 28
thru Oct. 30 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Oct. 31 from 9 a.m. to noon, for Flagg
and Dement precincts only.

Ifthere are any voters in Ogle County
who cannot get into the polling place,
we can send two Judges of Election
within 50 feet of the polling place with
the ballot. A request should be made
prior to the election on a form provided
by the county clerk’s office.

Regular office hours are 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Call
815-732-1110 for more information.

“We have accepted 6,013 Vote
by Mail applications which is
about 19.5 percent of registered
voters in Ogle County. There will
be a secure drop box for Vote
by Mail ballots installed on the
west side of the courthouse. Due
to the security requirements
needed for a drop box location,
this will be the only one in Ogle
County.”

Laura J. Cook

*The last date a requested Vote by Mail
ballot can be mailed is Oct. 29 to a voter

- This will NOT be enough time for the
voter to receive their ballot and have it
POSTMARKED by Nowv. 3, 2020. We ask
that they apply for the Vote by Mail ballot
as soon as possible due to the mail time.
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The Shed celebrates fifth anniversar

Oregon bereavement center continues to help community

BY BRAD JENNINGS
OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

OREGON - It was five
years ago in August that
Serenity Hospiceand Home
opened The Shedin Oregon.

The idea was to give
grieving people a chance
to get together and work on
projects. [tisnowan import-
ant part of the community.
Cathy Warren, bereavement
coordinator and manager of
The Shed, recently satdown
to answer some questions
about its the past, present
and future. Warren stared
at Serenity in April, 2008.

Question: What was
the original idea of The
Shed?

Answer: When people
think of bereavement or
grief groups, it seems that
most of them picture very
sad people sitting in a circle
crying and sharing. And
sometimes that is what a
groupisandthatcanbevery
effective, but some people
are not comforted by this
type of group. Actually
many people find that they
find comfort when busy or
productiveusing theirhands
or being creative.

With this in mind, a
widower in Australia start-
ed inviting the men from
his hospice grief group
to his garage to work on
projects. Sometimes it
was silent as then worked
together on a project, but
they worked together and

that was whatbrought com-
fort. Sometimes while they
worked they began to talk
and share. That was how
the first concept of a “shed”
type therapeutic place was
born. This story was on You-
Tube and an employee at
Serenity Hospice saw itand
shared it with our CEO. It
became a vision and a goal
to try and create this type of
center here in Oregon free
and open to the public.

Q: How has the reality
been compared to the
original idea?

A: 1 think the biggest
surprise to us all was that
we immediately saw that
The Shed could help people
experiencing any type of
loss ... not just death. Loss
of a job, a relationship,
loss of a way of life, loss
of their youth ... it became
obvious from our first few
encounters that this type of
creative therapeutic work
was healthy for anyone. We
now haveregularvolunteers
that come in and haven’t
experienced any type of
huge loss, they just enjoy
the comradery and want to
help Serenity Hospice. We
try to make it a comfortable
place to be. We have food
and coffee and sitting areas
that have nothing to do with
working on a project. We
havearetailroomwherethe
itemsaresoldandwehavea
meetingroomwhere we can
talk privately with anyone.

Another big surprise is

that the two of us who run
The Shed, Denise Watts
and myself, were never that
crafty and we have learned
to operate equipment, paint,
have visions for donated
furniture and our own
creative sides have flour-
ished! Another surprise has
been the response to our
classes, particularly Ladies
Night Out and our kids
programs and camps. We
have been able to team up
with the Oregon Park Dis-
trict and offer some camps
for grieving kids. Our plan
for 2020 was to expand the
programming for kids and
teens and unfortunately
covid-19 put a halt to that,
but we look forward to the
future when more younger
people can be served by
The Shed.

Q: Whathas surprised
you the most about The
Shed, orthereaction toit?

A: People are continual-
ly surprised that something
so innovative and yet quite
simple is available right
here inthe Oregon commu-
nity and open to all the sur-
rounding areas. The quality
of our products are always
surprising and once people
purchase a piece of furni-
ture or a decorative item or
sign they always return for
more. It’s also nice to have
an alternative place to offer
our grief groups instead of
the hospice home.

We also have had so
many people stop by and

Above is a photo from the children’s camp held in February for grieving children
who recently lost a parent or sibling. They swam, played games, learned
pickleball, ate pizza, made crafts and spent some time exploring their grief.
Many volunteers train and work together to make this camp successful.
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Patrick Keaty (center) and his sons Michael (left) and Jimmy (right). Patrick and his
family have been a part of The Shed from the beginning. They are pictured here at
the five-year celebration.

say they have no creative
spirit or craftiness, but it
doesn’t take long until we
find what that person is
good at and it always sur-
prises us and them. Maybe
they find out that their
attention to detail makes
them an excellent person
toapply the top coat sealant
or to do the initial sandpa-
pering. Many people have
surprised themselves by
learning to use a handsaw
to create stars or hats. We
couldn’toperate withoutthe
generous donations of items
such as spray paint, paint-
brushes, etc... The Shedhas
something foreveryoneand
way for everyone to help.
We are also finding that
the stuff we make which
is almost always one-of-a-
kinditemssells well atother
venues. Currently you can
find our items at Berryview
Orchards in Mt. Morris.
Q: What programs
does The Shed offer, and
what is most popular?
A:We have had a very
positive response to our
creative classes, partic-
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ularly Ladies Night Out
and our kids programs and
camps. We have been able
to team up with the Oregon
Park Districtand offersome
camps for grieving kids
and we had two camps
planned for the summer
with Pegasus Special Rid-
ers which have had to be
put on hold. Our plan for
2020 was to expand the
programming for kids and
teens and unfortunately
covid-19 put a halt to that,
but we look forward to the
future when more younger
people can be served by
The Shed.

We have hosted many
programs at The Shed as
well over the years from
interior design classes to
travel experiences. We
hosted a very popular pro-
gram featuring James and
Karen Brown after their
trip to Israel. We had food
and wine tastings and they
shared their experience. We
have also been the meeting
place for Girl Scout groups
and other civic organiza-
tions. We have had Crest

Fedeny A
ZATRNRS

We Fix
00 Boos

foods and other large cor-
porations bring groups of
employees and we have
been a site for the Oregon
High School service day.

Q: What does the fu-
ture hold for The Shed?

Serenity Hospice is
committed to keeping this
resource available and we
find comfortand motivation
by the many lives impacted
by The Shed. Sometimes
people come and continue
to come daily or week-
ly. Sometimes people stop
by only once ormaybejusta
few times and that’s ok too.
We want to meet people
where they are. There is no
judgement at The Shed and
peopleareaccepted for who
they are and where they are
on their journey.

The future at The Shed
is exciting we have many
great classes we are ready
to host in the future. The
Shed is a place for Oregon
tobeproudofand everyone
should stop by, take a tour
and be amazed by what is
being accomplished right
here in Northern Illinois.

09182020
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OHLINGER STEPPING UP

Sophomore golfer Griffin Ohlinger is
playing at a high level for the Hubs.

See page 4 for more details

Home on the lanes

Wyka turns childhood passion for bowling into successful career

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

AN Wyka has
been a bowler
for nearly his

entire life. As akid, Wyka
used to travel to bowling
centers with his grand-
parents, watching them
and learning the sport
alongside them.

Wyka spent many days
bowling during his teen-
age years, hitting the lanes
when he would travel
to his family’s summer
home on Lake Summer-
set. Wyka enjoyed bowl-
ing somuch thathe signed
up for two men’s leagues
after high school, and he
hasn’t stopped bowling
since.

“l enjoy the people
and having fun,” Wyka
said. “I was much more
competitive when [ was
younger, but [ enjoy being
with people, and that’s the
main reason why I still
bowl.”

While Wyka loved the
sport, he didn’t consider
making a career out of
bowling until the early
2000s, when he and his
wife Deb saw an oppor-
tunity to purchase T-Byrd
Lanes in Rochelle. Wyka
had over 30 years of ex-
perience in the printing
industry prior to owning
the bowling center, and
he co-owned a company
called Edison Press with
his older brothers Rich

Mascs

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Local bowler Dan Wyka has made the Hub City his home since purchasing T-Byrd Lanes with his wife Deb in 2004. Wyka made the
transition to owning a bowling center after spending 30 years in the printing industry.

and Ken.

But Wyka knew deep
down that it was time fora
change. Wyka’s godfather
owned abowling centerin
California, and Wyka had
considered buying abowl-
ing center for roughly 10
years before making the

move to purchase T-Byrd
Lanes from Tomand Linda
Carter in 2004.

“My wife and I fell in
love with T-Byrds when
we first saw it,” Wyka
said. “Buying T-Byrds was
probably the best thing
I’ve ever done... My wife

thought I was crazy that I
wanted to leave printing
and purchase a bowling
center, but we love it here
and we love the bowling
industry.”

Dan and Deb had lived
near Elgin before purchas-
ing T-Byrds, but within

six months of buying the
bowling center, the Wykas
relocated to Rochelle and
have made the Hub City
their home. Throughout
his 16 years as an owner,
Dan said the camaraderie
he’s built with the com-
munity and the change of

paceare whathe’s enjoyed
most about running the
bowling center.

“I think it comes down
to the folks who come here
who I can sit down and
laugh with,” Wyka said.

See T-BYRDS page 3

Eckardt, Pence share special tennis bond
Lady Hub grad takes coaching reigns from RTHS Hall of Fame father

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

RISTY Eckardt
could only help
ut smile as she

watched her father, long-
time tennis coach Mike
Pence, receive hisinduction
into the Rochelle Township
High School Hall of Fame
in 2017.

The ceremony was per-
haps the pinnacle of a well
accomplished career for
Pence, who taughtat RTHS
and coached both the Hub
and Lady Hub tennis teams
for well over 30 years. Eck-
ardthas since taken over the
reigns as head coach of the
boys, but much of what she
has learned about coaching
and the game of tennis stems
from the experiences she
shared with her father.

“It was a really great
experience,” Eckardt said.
“We knew he had received
a lot of support from the
community, and to see him
recognized in front of the

whole stadium and to see
everybody show their ap-
preciation for what he did
through coaching wasreally
special for me.”

Eckardthas enjoyed ten-
nis from the day she first
picked up aracket as a little
girl. She grew up watching
the sport on television with
her father, whose coach-
ing career started before
she was born, and she
still remembers attending
summer camps at the high
school. When she arrived
at RTHS as a freshman in
the late 1990s, the two saw
their tennis bond grow even
stronger.

“He was always very
calm and he expected a lot
of us,” Eckardt said. “He
never got upset with us and
that’s something I really
picked up on that I keep in
mind while I’'m coaching. I
want the kids to enjoy what
they’re doing and be more
relaxed while they play.”

See HUBS page 10
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(COURTESY PHOTO)

Kristy Eckardt (right) poses with her father Mike Pence and her doubles partner Anne Holbrook after the 2000
Hub Girls Invitational. Pence coached the RTHS tennis teams for over 30 years, with Eckardt taking over the

boys program in 2015.
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Lodico runs first-ever virtual Boston Marathon
Rochelle resident hustles 26.2 miles around the Hub City

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

OCAL resident
Kurt Lodico has
completed 10

marathons over the last
four years, but none were
asunique as his experience
this past Saturday, when
Lodico ran 26.2 miles
around the Rochelle area
in a virtual form of the
2020 Boston Marathon.

Lodico started the race
athis Hickory Ridge home
Saturday morning, and his
trek brought him along
several local businesses
and landmarks including
Tilton School, downtown
Rochelle, T-Byrd Lanes,
May Mart and VFW
Park. Lodico’s family
and friends held signs
and cheered him on from
various areas of his route,
which ultimately brought
him back to his driveway,
where his stepson Jack
held out a 2020 Boston
Marathon finish line for
him to cross.

“Being able to race un-
derthese circumstances. ..
It was definitely differ-
ent,” Lodico said. “There
arenormally alotofthings
going on around me and
there’snormally alotmore
excitement, but this race
was nice because I could
plot my own course and
I could choose what day
I wanted to run... There
normally aren’t many fans
that know me outside of
my immediate family, but
I had some friends who
normally don’t watch me
run who came out and
cheered for me.”

Lodico qualified for the

A

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Kurt Lodico (right) keeps his pace as his son Jack trails behind him during his virtual Boston Marathon race around Rochelle. Lodico, 56,
has completed 11 marathons over the last four years, and he hopes to run the Boston Marathon live next year.

2020 Boston Marathon,
the first Boston Marathon
of his running career, after
completing the 2018 CNO
Financial Indianapolis
Monumental Marathon in
3 hours and 23 minutes.

The 2020 Boston Mara-
thon had been scheduled
for April, but was post-
poned to September and
ultimately canceled due
to COVID-19. However,
the Boston Athletic As-
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sociation chose to hold the
event virtually in order to
keep the event’s 124-year
tradition going.

“I knew the route [ was
planning to run, and I en-
joyed thatbecause [ had the

opportunity to run through
town and see different
sites and different people,”
Lodico said. “There were
people stationed through-
out town who cheered
me on. There were signs

and a few of my friends
put a start/finish line in
my driveway, which were
unique things I normally
wouldn’t see.”

See RACE page 7
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T-BYRDS: Wyka retflects on 16 years of ownership
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“We go to a lot of the
community events and
school fundraisers in
town as well. I enjoy the
people the most, and com-
ing from Chicago, I only
knew a certain amount
of people. But here, it’s
almost like everybody in
town knows everybody. It
was something I needed
to get used to, but it’s
become something that I
enjoy most about owning
T-Byrds.”

Thebowling center has
seen many changes since
Wyka took ownership
in 2004. Some of those
include the addition of a
handicap ramp near the
south entrance, an expan-
sion of the seating inside
the restaurant and bar
area, bathroom remod-
eling and cosmetic im-
provements. Two major
upgrades Wyka initiated
were the installation of a
$70,000 scoring system in
2018 and a $65,000 proj-
ect to repave the parking
lot so patrons could enter
and exit T-Byrds safely.

Although owning
the bowling center has
brought Wyka many posi-
tive memories, there have
been challenges along
the way. The COVID-19
pandemic forced T-Byrds
to shut down for a few
months earlier this year,
and severe storms sev-
eral years ago damaged
the bowling center sig-
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(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Deb and Dan Wyka have made several fond memories at Rochelle’s T-Byrd Lanes since taking over the bowling center 16 years ago. The
Wykas, who have been married for 29 years, don't plan on slowing down anytime soon.

nificantly, requiring the
construction of new steel
supports for the structure
and roofing. But Wyka
has faced his challenges
head on, and the 60-year-
old has no desire to slow
down.

“The day I bought this

place, I was nervous be-
cause I had to learn how
to fix bowling machines
and run the computers,”
Wyka said. “Coming from
the printing industry, it
was a challenge transi-
tioning from handling
printing equipment to

handling bowling equip-
ment... This year has been
challenging because of
COVID-19, but it’s been
challenging for everybody
in the industry.”

Wyka’s fondest memo-
ries as an owner include
the recent Strike Out Can-

cer fundraiser for long-
time Kings Elementary
School teacher Tammy
Greene. While he hasn’t
lived in Rochelle for the
majority of his life, Dan
said he’s proud to call the
Hub City its home. Dan
also acknowledged that

T-Byrd Lanes wouldn’tbe
where it is today without
Deb, his wife of 29 years.

“Deb has been a tre-
mendous help and she does
a little bit of everything,”
Wyka said. “I couldn’t
have done this without
her... We can’t be owners
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unless we’re willing to put
our time in and sacrifice.
We’ve both done that,
and we couldn’t be where
we are now without each
other. I think we do quite
a bit in the community
and to show our support.
Rochelle is home to us.”
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Storage Sheds i

l’lulnblng/eatinCooing
Anderson

: Advertlse Here : Gutters
Ut Plumbing & Heating Inc.

WI‘ at s e WI c e SEAMLESS GUTTERS S Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Do You Offer: | oo | Structures | LENNOX
562-4171

| +| +Will Not Rust, Chip Or Peel
T We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
The Rochelle News-Leader

L
!

B

o

M“°

| Quality Service-Free Fstmates |
| Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Lic.#058-087891

* Most Colors Available
+ Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing

« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available
See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015

257W. Stephenie Dr., Cortland |, : Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet
www.theisenroofing.com 779.861.3542

- - T o - - - - ‘ 4 s . 3 . I ¥ T
F . " = R - ‘ p=d 4 :

¢ Manufactured On The Job

" 815-758-8998 &

I
oY
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j Commercial & Residential Roofing Loggmg

Residential -
Concrete ;
Driveways, Flatwork |

HVAC & Household Services

561 '0099 Established 1997

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

! Promotio wailable to Rochelle customers.

Furnaces -  AirConditioners -  Boilers and Foundations
Duct Cleaning -  Water Heaters : ‘, B I‘““ S

. X_‘"('j‘"';i:;_‘“““““‘: y Constraction, Inc. F B“YI“G
! ir Conditioner ! : ;
: i Ask | .
| Clean& Check | ¢ 200Ut duct cleaning ‘Shingled Roofs Flat Roofs | STANDING TIMBER
| | antimicrobial fogging. ‘Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities | +FREE ESTIMATES « FULLY INSURED
; . ; *Custom Built Homes +Additions P ————
| . 815-561-6551 act =Ly Foigna
: After $35 rebate. E  HullHVAC.com Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners

309-238-3210
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Dine-in * Carry-out

wAlfano’s

———————
Pizzeria and Italian Restaurant
Arge 0ppIng ', )0
J J
A

1115 Turkington Terrace
Rochelle, Illinois £
VISAl Beer & Wine Dine In Only @ 4

I N\

ANDERSON

Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning,
Drinking water systems, Water Heaters,
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

Since 1976 MH—X

) One less thing fo worry about
Like us on

Facebook 621 First Ave., Rochelle 4
Lic# 055-013999 815-562-8784

6ood Luck Hubs!

from your fans at

HAYDEN
REAL [ JESTATE

INC.

815-562-2111
WWW. enreine.com :

+J|[0
aY[e
4] o]0
5
4
Huber Ins and Fin Sves Inc Please stop by and say, “Hi!"
Shane B Huber, Agent | Imkl ngforwardoseningyour needs o nsuranceand

1211 Currency . financial services.

Rochelle, IL 61068 llkea good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Bus: 815-562-7011 CALL METODAY.

oo StateFarm’
1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

 CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman

8157561 4035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle o

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. ﬁ

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Short-game strides helping
Ohlinger find the hole

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

( j HIPPING and putting were two
skills Griffin Ohlinger knew
he needed to improve as he

prepared for his sophomore season with

the Rochelle Township High School
golf team.

Ohlinger spent his summer playing at
least nine holes almost every day. Oh-
linger also worked with golf instructor
Biv Wadden to refine his mechanics and
improve his swing and putting stroke. His
efforts have certainly paid off this fall, as
Ohlinger has become one of Rochelle’s
bestand most consistent players, scoring
in the low-to-mid 40s in nearly every
head-to-head meet.

“I realized my short game was my
weakness,” Ohlinger said. “I couldn’t
putt for much last season but I’ve put a
lot of work into my putting and coach
Wadden worked with me a lot over the
summer. We had several lessons where
we worked on chipping, and we even-
tually moved up to practicing with my
longer clubs before we finished with a
lot of putting lessons.”

Ohlinger quickly rose to the varsity
level as a freshman, carding scores in the
upper 40s and lower 50s and shooting
scores around 100 in 18-hole tourna-
ments. His confidence has grown sig-
nificantly since his first varsity match
in 2019, and while he still had some
goosebumps when the Hubs teed off
the 2020 season, the game has started
to come easier to him.”

“I was still a little nervous during my
first few shots this season,” Ohlinger
said. “After that, I told myself that I had
to keep moving forward, and I’ve been
playing better with more experience. [’'ve
found myselfworrying less and focusing
more on my fundamentals.”

Ohlinger’s game has come a long way
from when he first took up golf over two
years ago. While he initially didn’t take
the sport seriously, he gradually warmed
up to it as time progressed, and as his
passion for the sport has grown, so has
his desire to improve and shoot lower
scores.

“My parents introduced me to golf
and [ received my first set of clubs about
two and a halfyears ago,” Ohlinger said.
“I was only messing around when I first

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Rochelle sophomore Griffin Ohlinger has
seen his improved short game result in
better scores this season.

started playing and I didn’t know much
about the game, but I found myself hav-
ing more fun the better I played. Hitting a
good drive, putting the ball in the middle
of the fairway and one-putting from a
good distance are confidence boosters for
me that keep me going as I move forward
to the next hole.”

Ohlinger has been an integral player for
aRochelle varsity team that has started the
2020 season 6-2 overall, matching its win
total from the last two years combined. He
said his goals this season are to continue
improving his putting and his shots off
the tee box.

“I hope to be shooting in the 70s
through 18 holes by next season,” Oh-
linger said. “I haven’t been able to do that
in tournaments, but I’ve done that during
practice rounds where I’'m playing at my
pace. I have to learn how to play with
more people and handle the pressure.”

“Hitting a good drive, putting the ball in the
middle of the fairway and one-putting from a
good distance are confidence boosters for me
that keep me going as | move forward to the next

hole”

Griffin Ohlinger

e Gustom
Embroidery

« Direct to garment
printing

Gustom Heat
Transfer

*1,000’s of
products
available

« Fast Turn Around

No Minimum
Order

McDonaild's

892 Ranger Road, Rochelle
Hwy 251 N., Rochelle

HSF2015

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
WE DO IT ALL

MASTERBEND

Hwy 251 North (221 Powers Road) e %
1 Mile North of Rochelle in Hillcrest = vsa G

S 4
DLX cMﬁ dical

Caring for your Diana s, MD

family’s health from '
infant to adults.

For appointment, please call

815-227-9594

1118 Turkington Terrace, Rochelle, IL
Most Insurance Accepted

AtlasAutoz

BUY HERE - PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

el §19-062-1433
Espanol

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am
Call us for a ride: 815-562-5050
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068
hubcityseniorcenter.com

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial
) FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

HSF2015

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!
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Community Unity

Shop - Play - Stay

AGCOUNTING SERVIGES

Walters Accounting Inc.
604 N. Main #2

815.561.8979

walterstax.com

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

Johnson Tractor

1030 S. 7th St.

815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE

Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste.a

815.562.5207

rochellevet.com

ATTORNEYS

James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.

815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick

Attorneys and Counselors
420 4th Ave

815.562.2156

fearer-nye.com

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy

815.562.2704

hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7¢h St

815.562.8754

tesscrulllaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Atlas Auto
1400 N 7th St
815.562.7433
atlasautoinc.com

Body Werks
6365 7th St
815.562.4747
bodyshoprochelle.com

Butitta Brothers Automotive
707 EFlagg Rd

815.561.3636

butitta.com

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
11615 7th St

815.561.8473

cappelscompletecarcare.com

/
LYQUOR ‘n” W=NE

Enjoy the difference!

1140 N. 7th St.

Rochelle, IL
815-561-2337

AUTOMOTIVE

Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,

815.562.8787

jeffperryauto.com

Masterbend of Rochelle
221 Powers Rd
815.562.2465

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,

815.562.2177
prescottbrothersford.com

Rochelle Motor Sales
1301 N 7th St

815.562.7609
rochellemotorsales.com

Super-Lube
1361 N 7th St,
815.562.6476
superlube.com

Zip's Auto Body, Inc
1033 S 7th St

815.562.5133
Zipsautobody.com

GCAR WASH/ PET WASH

Hub City Car Wash
1185 N 7th St
815.562.2611

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Flagg-Rochelle Park District
735N 2nd St

815.562.7813

rochelleparkdistrict.org

Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave

815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber

0f Commerce
1221 Currency Ct Suite A
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.E.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

FIRST
STATE

BANK

firststatebank.biz

Member

rnlc B
LENDER

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub

418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456
aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace

815.562.3312

alfanospizza.com

Culver’s of Rochelle
1060 S Dement Rd
815.561.9720

culvers.com

Dog Hub
134 May Mart Dr
815.561.0001
dog-hub.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

McDonald’s
1120 Hwy. 251 IN.
892 Ranger Road
mcdonalds.com

Rabbit’s Foot
1244 N. 7th Street
815.561.6541

Salt 251 Bar/Restaurant & The Palmer

Banquet Room
5315 7th St
815.561.2727
salt251.com

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.4822
tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd

815.561.7576
restauranttecarochelle.com

Wendy’s
855 E. Hwy 38
815.562.5062
wendys.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Central lllinois Loans
310 Eagle Dr

815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

-

Rhelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.
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First State Bank
304 EHwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

Stillman Bank
455 [L-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

FLOWERS AND GIFTS

Colonial Flower Shoppe & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy

815.562.8101

floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St

815.562.2181

rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home &

Cremation Services
704 6th St

815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE

All Things New & Used Furniture, LLC
316 N 6th Street
815.562.2855

Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES

Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St

815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

DLX Medical Group
Dr. Diana Alanis, MD

Melissa [nman, NP

1118 Turkington Terrace
815.227-95%4

Midwest Physical Therapy
513 4th Ave

815.561.8786
midwest-physicaltherapy.com

Rochelle Chiropractic - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38

815.562.8706

rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St

815.562.2181

rochellehospital.com

Rochelle Pharmacy
314 Lincoln Hwy

815.562.4444

rochellerx.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St.,Suite C
815.562.6661
salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS &
CONTRACTORS

ALM Fine Cabinetry Inc.
314 N 6th St

815.562.6667

almfinecabinetry.com

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

J )
BPPPOre

/—

—

HOME IMPROVEMENTS &
CONTRACTORS

Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 - andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 - brunsconstructioninc.com

Hull HVAC & Household Services
815.561.6551
hullhvac.com

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating

& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOUSING ( ADULT )

Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.1404

Issi.org

HOTEL & TRAVEL

Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994

ihg.com

INDUSTRIES

Boise Cascade
600 Timber Ln
815.562.3366

bc.com

ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

MightyVine
222 Centerpoint Dr
312.432.6568
mightyvine.com

Rochelle Foods
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave

815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance
401 N Main St

815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct

815.562.7011

shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy

815.562.7063

terrischaefer.com

LOCKSMITH

Security Lock Inc.
1001 1st Ave
815.562.4648
lockpros.com

PEST CONTROL

Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

N
A

Central Bank

ILLINOIS

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
central-bank.com
815.562.5571

ssssss

/ e 222 222 22 00 S 4
0’ CSOIBITBUIREE Y

PRINTING AND/OR WEB DESIGN

Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave

815.562.7057

hub-remsen.com

Printing, Etc.
1135 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.6151
printingetcl.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 « rochellenews-leader.com - newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE

Hayden Real Estate
221E. Hwy 38

815.562.2111

haydenreinc.com

RE/Max Hub City
361W.Rt.38
815.562.7588

remax.com

Weichert Realtors
1218 Currency Ct
815.561.8595

weichert.com

REAL ESTATE & AUGTIONS

Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361W. Il Route 38

815.562.5113

bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES

Lida Lake Estates

433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11

815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

Seldal Properties
815.561.6243
seldalproperties.com

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS

926 Custom Embroidery
Downtown Rochelle

815.561.9500
926-custom-embroidery.business.site

Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

Needles Quilting & Yarn
430 Lincoln Hwy

815.384.2107

needlesrochelle.com

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple (t
815.562.8771

TIRES

Alderks Tire Service
311N 7th St,

815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACGO & ALCOHOL

Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive

815.561.9571

rochelletobacco.com

-
Rochelle Foods

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068
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RACE: Lodico reflects on previous marathon events

e

From page 2

Lodico began training
for his virtual marathon 12
weeks in advance, but his
journey didn’t come with-
out a few challenges. The
56-year-old started feeling
knee pain about six weeks
into his training, and the
injury sidelined him for 12
days before he could start
running again. Although
the injury resulted in a
slower-than-usual time,
Lodico said he was happy
to complete the race.

“lusually do a 12-week
cycle, but I started feeling
soreness on the inside of
my leftknee,” Lodico said.
“I tried to run as much as
I could on the weekends,
and I knew going in that
[ wouldn’t run my usual
time, but I wanted to finish
because I had been training
hard and I knew that it was
a rare opportunity. I went
out there and I was happy
to complete the race.”

Lodico has always en-
joyed running, but his
desire to compete in mara-
thons didn’t spark until
four years ago. He said he
normally tries to run one
marathon in the spring
and one in the fall. Despite
the COVID-19 pandemic
setting his schedule back,
Lodico said he will be
looking to compete in the
next Boston Marathon,
currently scheduled for
April 19, 2021.

“I always wanted to run
marathons, so I decided
four years ago that [ would

W
1. i

ﬁ.ﬁ

s rg.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Kurt Lodico (right) crosses the finish line at his Hickory Ridge home after completing the 2020 Boston Marathon virtually. Lodico, who has
always been an avid runner, said he enjoys the camaraderie and the relationships he’s build through running marathons.

give them a try,” Lodico
said. “I caught the buzz and
I’ve stuck with them ever
since. Running helps me
stay in shape and I enjoy
being out on the road. I like
seeing the sites and there
are always people driving

by who wave at me, as well
as other runners who I can
build camaraderie with.”
Lodicoranhisfirstmara-
thon in 2016, competing in
the Quad Cities Marathon
on a warmer-than-usual
September day. Motivated

toimprove his time, Lodico
ran another event just eight
weeks later, racing in the
Madison Marathon in No-
vember 2016. Outside of
actually competing, Lodico
said the experience of at-
tending Saturday expos,

listening to speakers and
meeting other runners are
what he has enjoyed since
taking up marathon running
four years ago.

“It’s nice to go out to
events with your whole
family and spend the eve-

nings and weekends to-
gether,” Lodico said. “I
enjoy talking with the other
runners before each race
and learning about some of
their experiences running
marathons and what they
enjoy about running.”

RTHS grad Brennan excited for new opportunity

Rochelle native hired as head golf coach at Kishwaukee College

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LAYING forKish-
Pwaukee College
wasn’t an option
for local golfer Thomas
Brennan when he was clos-
ing out his accomplished
high school career just
over a decade ago. That
will change this

let me know that the coach
Kishwaukee College had
initially hired resigned in
June, so I reached out to
the athletic director and
we had a couple of good
interviews. It’s a good fit
for me, and Kishwaukee
will be using Fairways as

its home course.”
ARochellenative, Bren-
nanled the Hubs

coming school to two straight
year, however, | want IHSA 2A Sec-
il e teq our kids to J00 SRS
W
with leading have fun  the 2007 and
the Kougar and 2008 seasons.
Lady I&gougar on the gOIf He began his
golfers ’in the course. It collegiate ca-
program’s first , reer at I\_hchqlls
season back doesn’t 'StateUm\];er;lty
since prior to in 2009 before
2010. matter transferring to
Brennan has Wh at th e the College of
beenhired asthe y Lake County
head coach of ShOOt and finishing at
the Kishwaukee Hannibal-La-
College rnen”s Wh.en they Grange. Brzr'l_
nd vomens arrive, - immed:
go eams, '
whichwillcom- What | leap to coaching
pete during the . in 2014, When
202021 school 100K fOr i HLGU hired
(o n Regon how much i o
CAA. Brennan, they’re ol will be o
who competed . n different type o
collegiately at IMProVvING.  experience with
the College of Thomas the Kishwau-
Lake County Brennan kee College pro-

and Hannibal-
LaGrange Uni-
versity, an NAIA program,
has been coaching for the
lastseveral years, spending
five seasons at Hannibal-
LaGrange and one season
at Johnson & Wales Uni-
versity’s Denver campus.
“My wife and 1 were
looking to move back to the
area and [ had been talking
with Mitch [Hamilton] at
Fairways since | had been
planning to help run some
tournaments and junior golf
camps,” Brennan said. “He

gram,” Brennan
said. “We’re go-
ing to have a much greater
emphasis onrecruiting local
athletes... What I'm going
to enjoy most about coach-
ing at Kishwaukee College
is giving local players an
opportunity to compete
that I didn’t have in high
school. Wehadalotofgood
players on our team when [
was in high school, but we
had to spread out because
Kishwaukee didn’t have a
program.”
Brennan guided the

HLGU golf program to
nine tournament victories
throughout his five years as
theuniversity’shead coach.
He was also responsible
for doubling the program’s
men’s roster size and for
bringinginthe No. 1 ranked
NAIA freshman class for
the2017-18 season, accord-
ing to GolfStat. Brennan
earned a bachelor’s degree
in criminal justice in 2014.

Alocal champion, Bren-
nan has won multiple Fair-
ways club titles, and he
continues to compete in
tournaments outside of
coaching. His experience
and vast knowledge of the
Rochelle course will be
very useful to the Kougar
and Lady Kougar players
this coming season.

“Coaching gives me
time to continue compet-
ing while also helping kids
improve and become suc-
cessful golfers,” Brennan
said. “I know what kids are
looking for in a program
and | want our program
to be as player-friendly as
possible while maintaining
high standards for work
ethicand academics. [ want
our kids to have fun on the
golf course. It doesn’t mat-
ter what they shoot when
they arrive. What I look
for is how much they’re
improving.”

Brennan began golf-
ing as a freshman in high
school. After eighth grade,
Brennan spent countless
hours playing over the sum-
mer after his parents pur-
chased him a membership
with Fairways Golf Course,
then known as Rochelle
Country Club. Brennan
worked his way up to the
varsity team very quickly,
dropping his scores from
the 100s down to the 70s.
His competitive nature is
something he’ll be looking

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle native Thomas Brennan was recently hired as the head golf coach at
Kishwaukee College. The RTHS graduate is looking forward to giving local players
an opportunity to compete collegiately. Above are Thomas and his wife Sarah.

to share with his players at
Kishwaukee College.

“It was definitely a late
start for me, but I fell in
love with the game right
away,” Brennan said. “My
dad [Marty] is good friends

with [RTHS golf coach]
Glen Mehrings and I was
looking for a sport to play
during the fall, so my
parents signed me up for a
membership. .. My parents
would drop me off at the

course after breakfast and
they wouldn’t pick me up
until around dinnertime.1’d
be out there with about six
or seven of my friends all
the time and we all loved
to play.”
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ROCHELLE -

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.

HILLCREST -

CRESTON -

STEWARD -

Sell your household items for free.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

™

KINGS -

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House
Rentals Available Year
Round. Please Call
815-784-4256 For
Availability or Visit us
on Facebook.

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit
as a childcare
facility, may cause
to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child
care service. A
childcare facility
that is licensed or
operating under a
permit issued by the
Illinois Department
of  Children and
Family Services
may publish
advertisements
of the services
for which it is
specifically licensed
or issued a permit.
Your Hometown
Newspaper strongly
urges any parent
or guardian to
verify the validity
of the license of
any facility before
placing a child in
it’s care.

203

HELP WANTED

CDL DRIVER and Farm
Help Wanted For Fall
Harvest. 10 Miles South
of Rochelle. 815-716-
6681. (10-11-20)

LOCAL COMPANY
Looking for DRIVERS,
Local, Regional & OTR
Call 815-973-9366 for
Information. (10-04-20)

NEWSPAPER
CARRIERS  Wanted.
(Rochelle) Several
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More
Information.

301
ANTIQUES

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

509
HOUSES FOR RENT

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’'s antique,
I’'minterested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

FOR SALE — 4-Drawer
Dresser $60, 2-Drawer
Nightstand $25, Glass
Top End Tables $25,
End Table $15, &
2-Basin  Wash Tubs
$50. Call 815-677-
5093. (09-20-20)

BMW Wheels & Tires.
Four @ 15”, Four @16”.
All $175 Call 331-575-
9355. (09-20-20)

FOR SALE: Like New
Athletic Shoes. Nike
Low Cut Size 11,
Rawlings White Leather
High Tops Size 10 %,
$10 Each OBO 815-
562-7826. (09-16-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday = 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE
RECEPTIONIST AT
FRONT COUNTER
Rochelle News-Leader.

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair  Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention

to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

3-BEDROOM  House.
No Pets, Country Home
Near Franklin Grove,
815-456-2453. (09-23-
20)

Call us to
place an ad
815-562-4171!

203

HELP WANTED

Want To Teach Your Kids About
Responsibility?
The Rochelle News-Leader has two
openings for newspaper carriers.

» Must be 10 years or over

« 2 deliveries per week
» Most routes take less
than 45 minutes

« No collecting

« A great place to
teach your child about
responsibility - and the
rewards ofearning

their own spending money

« Adult carriers are
welcome, too!

Contact Wanda at the
Rochelle News-Leader
office
211 E. Hwy. 38,
561-2112

7

ROUTE 24-25

~\

SOUTH MAIN, SOUTH
1ST, SOUTH 2ND,
SOUTH 3RD STREETS

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR,,
WILLIS AVE., LAKE

LIDA LN.

Buy, Sell, Trade or Rent
through the
CLASSIFIEDS

ASHTON

INFORMATION

Office Hours:

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)

Phone:

815-562-4171

Fax:

815-562-2161

Email:
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com

Address:

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail:

P.0. Box 46

Rochelle, IL61068

DEADLINES:

Sunday  News-Leader:
Thursday, 2 p.m.

Tuesday Shopping News:
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace
line ads will appear in
the
publications and on 5 high-

following 7  print

traffic newspaper websites:
¢ Rochelle News-Leader
Ogle County Life ® Rochelle
Shopping News e Ashton
Gazette ® Amboy News
¢ Mendota Reporter e
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts
at $32.99 for private
party ads and $44.60 for
commercial business ads
and $19.99 for garage
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:

If your  advertisement
appears incorrectly, notify
us immediately. We will not
be responsible for more than
one incorrect insertion, and
will only credit customer for
one insertion.

OGLE COUNTY

VOTE NOW?™

(*You may vote only once per email address)

Online voting only at
bestofoglecounty.com

Voting ends September 24,2020

08262020

307

MICELLANEOUS FOR SALE

203

HELP WANTED

NEW M

ILFORD

REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED SCRATCH & DENT

* Refrigerators e Freezers

o Washers/Dryers e Stoves

AIR CONDITIONERS
30,000; 28,000; 25,000; 23,000; 20,000; 18,000;
15,000; 12,000; 10,000; 8,000; 5,000; BTU
DEHUMIDIFIERS $99 & UP

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty.

=

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-874-2257 ......

Nutrien

Ag Solutions-

Immediate Opening
Compton Plant
Fulltime/Seasonal/Paid
Overtime

Apply in person or Call
Nutrien Ag Solutions
1793 Steward Rd
Steward, IL 60553
815-396-2248

09132020

|OREGON: 2765 W Pines Road. Huge Barn Sale. ANTIQUES,|
ANTIQUES... Thursday September 24th Friday September 25th
| and Saturday September 26th, 9am-5pm Each Day!! Cupboards, |
Tables, Ton of Chairs, Desks, Dressers, Beds and So Much More!!!

| Priced to Sell. Dick & Janaan Harms, Owners. (09-23-20)

ROCHELLE: 5267 S Millpond Rd. Thursday September 17th, Friday |

| September 18th 8:30am-4:30pm & Saturday September 19th 8am- |
Noon. Queen Bedroom Furniture, Clothing, Tools, and Much More!

| (09-16-20)
|

ROCHELLE: 1021 8th Ave. Wednesday September 16th Noon-I

| 6pm, Thursday September 17th & Friday September 18th 9am- |
6pm. Larger Clothes, Athletic Shoes, Disney Items, Household

IGoods, Canning Supplies, Books, Paperbacks, Christian Fiction,

| Treadle Sewing Machine, Bike, Camping, & Miscellaneous. (09-16- |

20)
I

L

]
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Confidence keys Thiravong to Rockford title

Rochelle senior caps off summer season with monumental victory

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ADY Hub se-
nior Megan
Thiravong was

underwhelmed with her
qualifying-round perfor-
mance in the 2020 Greater
Rockford Women’s Classic.
Thiravong wasn’texpecting
to make the Championship
Flight, but after earning
the No. 5 overall seed, the
Rochelle Township High
School golf standout went
to work against some of the

“It was an honor to play
with some of my golf men-
tors and idols,” Thiravong
said. “Thavelookeduptoall
the ladies competing in the
Greater Rockford Women’s
Classic, especially Jessica
Slattery, Natalie Hooper
and Hui Chong Doffle-
myer. Thesethreeplayersall
have phenomenal personal
strengths engravedinto their
routine and are role models
foryoungerplayers likemy-
self on and off the course.”

Thiravong opened
bracket play with a first-

best players in round match
the area. " againstthe No.
Thiravong, Conﬁ.dence 4seedSlattery,
o won e s @ mindset  vmneuno
ight of the . '
Greater Rock- DUIlt from semifinals and
ford Women'’s face the No. 1
Classic two yea r's Of seed Hoqper,
years ago, i a four-time
qualified fifth pra cti Ce. a n d , state qualifier
inthe Champi- COMpPetition.” fromRockford
ORShlp Fglight Megan Thiravong i‘l‘::rl;rg;p‘g;;
after an 81 in
the opening for Western I1-

round at Ingersoll Golf
Course. Her bracket run
wouldn’t be easy, though,
as she needed to upset
three higher seeds to win
the championship, with all
three players being former
tournament champions.

Unnervedand motivated
to shine against players
she called her role mod-
els, Thiravong dominated
the Championship Flight,
winning three consecutive
match-play rounds to claim
the 2020 title. Facing No. 2
seed Hui Chong Dofflemyer
inthe finals, Thiravong went
15-for-17 on greensinregu-
lation and played the whole
round without a three-putt
to win 2&1.

linois University. While
Thiravong wasn’tconfident
in her qualifying-round
performance, her mental
toughness and her ability
to find the greens fueled
her victory over Slattery in
the championship bracket.

“I knew 1 had the po-
tential to play my best and
defeat my opponents,” Thi-
ravong said. “T had nothing
to lose and everything to
gain by digging in my heels
and packing in the pressure
on the course. My keys to
victory in the first round
were keeping calm and
trying my best to stay on
the green. Ingersoll is very
difficult to play without hit-
ting straight and throwing a

lot of backspin on approach
shots... I knew I had to hit
my ball on the green to
keep up.”

Hooper and Thiravong
went down to the wire in
the semifinal round at Sandy
Hollow Golf Course. After
Hooper tied the match with
aparonthe 17"hole, Thira-
vong won the 18" hole with
an easy two-putt to claim
the match 1 up and reach
the finals on Sunday.

The semifinal match
was never separated by
more than one stroke, with
Thiravong gaining the first
lead after five holes before
Hooper took the sixth and
seventh holes to surge
ahead. After halving the
next five holes, Thiravong
won the 13" and 14" holes
to reclaim the lead.

“While playing Sandy
Hollow against Natalie, my
key to victory was playing
my own game and staying
relaxed,” Thiravong said.
“Because Natalie could
crush her ball much farther
than mine, it was clear that [
should play my game rather
than trying to keep up with
her long shots... To win
any competition, a player
must first have confidence
in himself or herself, the
motivation to improve and
the ambitious mentality to
say, ‘I will win this tourna-
ment.””

Thiravong started strong
against the No. 2 seed
Dofflemyer, taking a two-
holeadvantage into thefinal
three holes and hanging on
to win the first Champion-
ship Flight at the Greater
Rockford Women’s Clas-
sic of her career. Despite
the ongoing COVID-19

HODGES WESTSIDE

TRUCK CENTER, INC.

WESTSIDE

TRUCK CENTER, INC.

815-923-0100

westsidetruckcenter.com

Truck Service

Truck Sales
including many
major brands in light,
medium & heavy duty

Truck Rentals

11201 S. Grant Hwy
Marengo, IL 60152

815-923-0100

09182020

| #8 Milos, Marissa

\ ¥ Slattery, Jessica

3 Turavong, Megan

3 Dofllemyer, Me! \\—\

#6 Sayy almh'

72 DofMlemys

#7 MeNuliy, M %

pandemic, the 2020 season
has been a prosperous one
for Thiravong, whowon the
Ogle County Junior Cham-
pionship and the Rockford
Junior Tournament at In-
gersoll earlier this summer.

Golf Rockford

“In the end, it was keep-
ingalevel head and seeking
out every open shot I could
for a lead in the compe-
tition,” Thiravong said.
“Confidence is a mindset
built from years of practice

0
fdge

Golf (¢ Rock

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Rochelle senior Megan Thiravong and her father Chico hold up the championship
trophy after Megan won the 2020 Greater Rockford Women's Classic.

and competition against
players much stronger than
I am. Therefore, the win at
Aldeen is just one stepping
stoneinmy lifetobecoming
the best golferand competi-
tor [ can be.”

Structures

We Specialize in Portable Structures.
Where Quality Counts & Detail Matters!

Come and see our displays!
Call for a FREE Literature Packet:

779-361-3542

3500 S. Chana Rd., Chana, IL 61015

09182020
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HUBS: Eckardt carrying on family tennis tradition

From page 1

“We always got along
really well and [ was really
excited to play for him.
He’dbite his sweateralittle
more when | was playing,
but I knew he held me to
a high standard
which was en-

“What |

helps run the youth sum-
mer camps at the high
school, the same camps she
participated inas akid. She
said both of her children
have picked up tennis, and
while they may be years
away from reaching high
school, Eckardt
said having the

couraging.” opportunity to
_ Ec(i<ardt en- enjoyed coach her Kkids,
joyed a great the same way her
amountofsuccess MOST father coached
during her high her, would be
school career, abOUt a once-in-a-life-
spending three plavin time experience.
seasons with the p y g “Oregon
Vars}ilty te}?nIlHaSng for my doesn’t lﬁave a
reachingthe team at the mo-
State gChampi— dad was ment, but maybe
RTHS hied Jo LN Time 0 o eler
Truck.eilbiod a}s1 we Spent Fcki_rdtl sa“iIci
an assistant coac n laughingly.

during Eckardt’s togethgr, would be. nice
sophomore year, Kristy to see David and
and over two de- Eckardt Sarahplaytennis.

cades later, Truck-
enbrod remains
on the coaching staff as
Eckardt’s assistant coach.

“What I enjoyed most
about playing for my dad
was the time we spent
together,” Eckardt said.
“We had areally great core
group of players who I grew
upplaying withsince grade
school. The times we spent
playing over the summer
are probably some of my
fondest memories.”

Eckardt went on to
play collegiately with the
Augustana Vikings, rank-
ing fourth on the school’s
all-time listin singles victo-
ries. She graduated college
in 2005 before moving
to Kewanee and eventu-
ally relocating to Oregon,
where she currently lives
with her husband Andy
and her children David and
Sarah. Eckardt, who also
played basketball in both
high school and college,
said she began pursuing
coaching opportunities
as soon as she graduated
college.

“I loved playing sports
so much and I didn’t want
that to end,” Eckardt said.
“I always thought it would
be cool to come back to
Rochelle and take over for
my dad... | had five tennis
coaches in college, which
was rough, so 1 always
relied on what 1 learned
from my dad growing up.
Whether it was staying
calm, playingonepointata
time or not getting upset. ..
I was also fortunate that
Augustana was close to
home, so my parents came
to a lot of my meets.”

Pence retired from
teaching in 2011 and his
final year as a head coach
was 2014. When Eckardt
took over the Hub tennis
program in 2015, Pence
had the chance to work
alongside his daughter,
serving as a volunteer as-
sistant until he and his wife
Trish moved to Tennessee
this past year. Pence knew
his daughter would excel in
tennis at an early age, and
while he maynotbe around
this coming season, he’s
extremely proud to seehow
far his daughter has come.

“Itwasreally funhaving
the opportunity to coach
her,” Pence said. “Kristy
played multiple sports
growing up, but she really
enjoyed tennis all through
the years and she picked
up on the strategy of tennis
really quickly. She always
anticipated really well and
she still does when we play
together. She really under-
stands the game and she
knows how to tell kids what
theyneed to try because she
can see where kids need to
be positioned and where
they need to improve.”

Nowadays, Eckardt

I would love to

have that oppor-
tunity and hopefully they’1l
be more receptive to the
sport in high school.”

Class 012017 Class 0f2015 ¢

Bobby Chadwick ~ 2000 Stan Ads

Kevin Crandall ~1994-2u 18 Kelly P '
Stacey Hultgren ~ 2003 - e 5 e
loe Kaisher ~ 1992 N

Brian

(PHOTO BY TODD SMITH)

Pictured above are Kristy Eckardt with her parents Trish and Mike Pence, as well as her children Sarah and
David Eckardt. Mike, a long-time tennis coach at Rochelle Township High School, received his RTHS Athletic

Hall of Fame induction in 2017.

for 52 Weeks

Clip the form below and mail it in with your check, or stop in our office
fo pay in person, or call in and pay with credit card over the phone.
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| Name:

| Address:

| City: State: Zip: |
Telephone:

I Email: |
I Offer valid for both new starts and renewals. |
Offer expires on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020.
T T |

Act by Oct. 31, 2020 for this special subscription offer.

Get 30% off when you renew or start
a News-Leader Subscription!

'News-Leader

for 26 Weeks

PO. Box 46 - 211 Hwy. 38 East
Rochelle, IL 61068
815-561-2112
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