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Celebrating families on the job…

ALL IN THE

As long as families have made their homes in the Amboy and Sublette area, the 
contributions they have made within the community have never been 

limited to a social role; local businesses, from the time when the 
railroads and wagons first brought pioneering settlers to the 

Great Midwest, have been a family affair.

From the agricultural and manufacturing industries to the  
Main Street proprietors, family businesses continue the legacy of  

fostering a healthy commercial community in  
North Central Illinois and beyond…

Your Community - Your Voice - Your News

This week’s column 
features #14
Gordy Koch
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CLIPPER 
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Amboy schools still in session despite obstacles 
By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor
AMBOY – During the first month of 

in-person classes, Amboy schools have 
faced some ups and downs but remain open. 
Reporting at the Sept. 17 board of education 
meeting, Superintendent Joshua Nichols said 
the district had been very fortunate until re-
cently when an Amboy High School student 
tested positive for COVID-19. 

Working with the Lee County Health De-
partment, contract tracing was done and an 
additional 18 students had to be quarantined 
for 14 days because of close contact with the 
positive student. In addition, Nichols said a 
number of other AHS students are also in 
quarantine because they were in close contact 
with a positive case outside of school, such 
as family member or relative. 

“This means for about another week we 
will have 41 percent of the high schoolers 
remote learning,” he said. “When they come 
off of their quarantine time periods, they will 
come back to in-person instruction.”

Nichols said later that he was aware of three 
additional Amboy students, who are remote 
learning and have not been in the school 
buildings, who have tested positive as well. 

When asked by a board member how 
teachers are doing during this difficult time, 
the responses included “frustrated” and 
“stressed.” A big area of concern is students 
who do not participate in their remote lessons. 

“If kids don’t even log in, we can’t make 
them,” one teacher responded. 

PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS
Amboy High School Principal Janet 

Crownhart congratulated August Student of 

the Month Nick Tarr.
Curriculum and School Improvement
• Aug. 19 and Sept. 2 the SEL and Transi-

tional teams met to plan upcoming homeroom 
lessons.

• The Continuous School Improvement 
Team met Sept. 10 to discuss current plans, 
homeroom, challenges with remote learning 
and which goals to tackle this school year.

• During SIP day on Sept. 14, teachers met 
as SEL and Transitional Teams to plan the next 
few weeks. Teachers also received an update 
on the continuous school improvement plan 
and had time to work on mandated trainings 
and prep for remote learning.

School Activities
• Mrs. Crownhart and Mr. Schwamberger 

attended a NUIC Conference meeting on 
Sept. 9.

• The Spanish Honor Society and Student 
Council sponsored a blood drive on Sept. 4 at 
the Community Building and exceeded their 
goal of 35 units.

• Volleyball and football were able to have 
contact days the weeks of Sept. 8 and 14.

• Crownhart congratulated newly elected 
FFA officers: Mason Ely - President, Dana 
Merriman - Secretary, Kelton Schwamberger 
- VP of Community Development, Lauren 
Althaus - VP of Student Development, Olivia 
Dinges - VP of Chapter Development, Ethan 
Pratt - Treasurer, Bradley Dinwiddie - Report-
er, and Brooklyn Hoffman - Sentinel.

Building Activities
• Fire drills were scheduled around the 

construction schedule so they could be com-
pleted before walls are blocked off.

See SCHOOL page A9

AMBOY — The Amboy Depot Commission would like 
to invite the public to come to an open house on Saturday, 
Oct 3, at 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., and view our outdoor Museum 
grounds. They ask that everyone please wear a mask and 
because this is outdoors, they feel the 6-feet will be no 
problem for our public.    

Last year, on Oct. 3, our community and county shared the 
loss of one of our beloved citizens, Sharon U. Thompson. As 
a native Amboyan, we all were proud of her accomplishments 
as Lee County Treasurer for 20 years, elected President of 
the Illinois County Treasurers’ Association in 1982/83. She 
served on the SVCC Board of Trustees in 1996.  Selected by 
the Governor of Illinois to serve on the Property Tax Appeal 
Board and also was a realtor-broker for Burke Realty for 20 
years. As busy as she was, she also volunteered for the mu-
seum during many Depot Days. Our organization wanted to 
honor her today with a memorial brick that will be dedicated 
to her family in our Memorial Brick Pad earlier in the day.

During 2018, we ran a campaign to get all school classes 
remembered by purchasing a Memorial brick for our brick 
pad that sits east of the train. It was such a success that it was 
voted to make a new brick pad designated for all the school 
associated bricks. The new pad was completed just before 
Depot Days 2019 but never got dedicated to our community.  
The new pad is located at the north end of Clint Conway Park 
by the Palmer School House.  

Also, during Depot Days 2019, the Illinois Society Children 
of the American Revolution presented our museum with a 
Bronze Bench depicting two children who road the Orphan 
Train sitting on the bench holding a toy. 

Amboy Depot Commission to host open house on Oct. 3

See DEPOT page A2

DIXON — Surrounded 
by red, white and blue ban-
ners, quotes from President 
Ronald Reagan and patriotic 
songs, the Lee County Re-
publican Central Committee 
hosted a Grand Opening of 
their new Republican Head-
quarters in downtown Dixon 
on Saturday morning. 

Prior to opening the new 
facility State Representative 
Tom Demmer addressed the 
crowd on the steps of the 
headquarters’ entrance  say-
ing, “If we hope to restore fis-
cal discipline and combat the 
culture of political corruption 
that has plagued Illinois for 
far too long,  then we must 
elect Republicans who are 
committed to changing the 
culture in Springfield.” 

Senator Brian Stewart 
echoed Demmer’s remarks 
saying, “We must get out 
every day between now 
and election day to get 

our friends, families and 
co-workers to vote the whole 
Republican ticket.”

Immediately following 
a short ribbon cutting cere-
mony the crowd flooded the 
lobby gathering yard signs 

and campaign materials. 
Jennifer Dallas, Lee Coun-

ty Republican Chairwoman 
expressed that the event 
exceeded her expectations, 
“There is a lot of excitement 
for President Trump and all 

of our local Republican can-
didates and the turnout today 
is proof of that.”

For several hours people 
came and went throughout the 
morning as volunteers dis-
tributed more than 500 signs 

as well as other campaign 
material. The Lee County 
Republican Headquarters is 
located at 98 South Galena 
Ave. at the corner of S. Galena 
Ave and 1st Street – former 
US Bank Building.

Lee County Republicans open headquarters in Dixon

BY TONJA GREENFIELD
General Manager
SUBLETTE — The Village of Sublette Board of 

Trustees approved salary increases for those elected and 
appointed after the April 2021 election.

The board met in regular session on Monday, Sept. 14 at 
the Ellice Dinges Center. All board members were present.

The ordinance had to be passed 180 days before the 
next election on April 2021. The new salary rates are as 
follows:

Village President shall receive $2,400 per year, payable 
at the end of the fiscal year

Village Trustees shall receive $1,500 per year, payable 
at the end of the fiscal year

Village Clerk shall receive $5,400 per year, payable 
at a rate of $450 per month

For Committee meetings, committee members, trustees, 
village president, village clerk and village treasurer shall 
receive $25 per committee meeting, special meeting, and 
fiscal year-end meeting, but in no case can one person be 
paid for more than one meeting attended on a single day. 
Payable at the end of each fiscal year.

Village Treasurer shall be fixed on an annual basis and 
determined at the time of appointment of this position, 
which is the first meeting of each fiscal year. 

Board approves 
salary increases for 

elected officials 

See SUBLETTE page A2

Lee County COVID-19 
Update: Sept. 21, 2020

LEE COUNTY — The Lee County 
Health Department will host a COVID-19 
mobile testing site from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., on 
Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 50 East Ave., in Amboy. 
COVID-19 symptoms are not required to get 
tested and one does not need a doctor’s not 
to get tested either. There will be no out-of-
pocket cost regardless of ability to pay.

Call 708-747-7441 to reserve your testing 
at Amboy’s mobile location. 

Positive Tests
Between Sept. 15 and Sept. 21, the Lee 

County Health Department has reported  a 
total of 28 new cases have been reported 
and here are the ages that were announced: 
8 in his or her 20s, 1 in his or her 30s, 2 in 
his or her 40s, 3 in his or her 50s, 3 in his or 
her 60s, and 1 in his or her 80s. Five other 
reported cases are in Dixon Correctional 
Center inmates.

This brings the total number of positive 
cases to 327. Of the 327 cases, 267 have 
recovered. Currently, there is 1 resident 
hospitalized due to COVID-19.

The Unified Command Team would like 
to remind our community that COVID-19 
remains in our area and continues to be a real 
threat. Some people who have tested positive 

have had no symptoms or mild symptoms. 
Others have felt miserable or even been 
hospitalized.  Although there are individuals 
considered at a higher risk for complications 
due to COVID-19, some otherwise healthy 
people have also become very sick.  The more 
the virus spreads & the more cases we have 
locally, the risk of very ill or hospitalized 
individuals increases.

Please, for yourself and others, follow the 
state and federal recommendations.  It’s easy 
to remember as the 3 W’s:  Wash your hands; 
Watch your distance; and Wear your mask. 
We don’t want to backtrack from the great 
work our community has done. 

Also, we’d like to mention the process 
of contact tracing. If your local health de-
partment tries to contact you, please answer 
or return their call. Some people may feel 
distrustful or afraid of the term “contact 
tracing.” This is actually a strategy used for 
many years in public health to reduce the 
spread of infectious disease. Contact tracing 
is a critical piece of our mitigation efforts 
against COVID-19. More information can 
be found at this link:  https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/
contact-tracing.html 
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DEPOT continued from page A1

NOTICE OF 
VOTE BY MAIL AND EARLY VOTING

Cathy Myers, Lee County Clerk and Recorder 
would like to announce that beginning THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 24 2020, VOTE BY MAIL and EARLY 
VOTING will be conducted in the Election Department 
of her office, first floor of the Old Lee County 
Courthouse, 112 E. Second St., Dixon. 
VOTE BY MAIL~ signed applications will be accepted 
through Thursday, October 29, 2020 and is available for 
properly registered Lee County voters. Applications are 
available on the website or by contacting the Election 
Department of her office.
EARLY VOTING~  must be conducted in person 
Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:15 a.m. 
and 4:15 p.m. and Saturday, October 31, 2020 from 
9:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.
MASKS MUST BE WORN WITHIN THE 
COURTHOUSE
PLEASE NOTE: Lee County Courthouse will be 
closed October 12, 2020.
The votes cast during this time will not be counted until 
Election Day.  Once a ballot has been cast it cannot be 
rescinded.

Website:  www.leecountyil.com
 Email:  election@countyoflee.org

Phone:  815-288-3309
Cathy Myers

Lee County Clerk & Recorder09232020

CELEBRATING OVER 100 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO AMBOY & THE SURROUNDING AREA

Water Softener Salts
40lb Pellet...............................$6.30

40lb Solar.................................$5.65

40lb Rust Remover..............$7.45

HARDWARE & 
BUILDING MATERIAL

1 South Commercial, Amboy
815-857-2525

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 - 5  
Sat. 8 - 3 • Sun. 10 -1

Serving The Amboy Area For Over 100 Years 
Save Time, Save money...

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
09232020

8 East Oak St., Amboy $119,900
Warm and welcoming 3 bed 1 bath ranch home. Features a cozy stone 
fireplace in the living room and a spacious backyard with a patio, perfect 

for entertaining. Stove, refrigerator, microwave, washer and dryer all 
stay! Also has a heated 2 car garage. 4’ crawl space has a sump pump. 

All ready for you to move into!

1101258.1 03
02

20
16

ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

GET TO A BETTER STATE.®          CALL ME TODAY.

Take the guesswork out of your 
insurance. Whether itʼs your car, home, life, or more, I 
can help you feel good about your coverage, as well as 
the price youʼre paying.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, 
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 

Bloomington, IL, State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

We just installed the 
bronze informational plaque 
next to the bench. It is truly 
a beautiful piece of art to be 
viewed by all. The group 
selected our museum because 
the Orphan Train movement 
stopped in Amboy and the 
sitting president, Bryn Calla-
han, who selected the project 
also had an ancestor who 
rode the Orphan Train from 
New York City orphanage 
to Illinois. 

Our newest addition to 
our campus is two cement 

benches and one cement 
square picnic table with four 
attached benches. Three fam-
ilies donated these memorial 
items. A plaque will be on 
each cement piece. Shirlene 
Lowe purchased a red brick 
cement bench in memory of 
her husband, Robert.  

The children of Helen 
Glessner, a past president 
of the Depot Museum Com-
mission and local teacher 
also purchased a matching 
red brick cement bench. 
Both benches will be placed 

along the sidewalk from 
the Museum to the Palmer 
School House.

Kathleen and Mary Lou-
ise Branigan along with the 
Joanne Branigan Trust from 
Phoenix, Ariz., purchased a 
red brick cement square pic-
nic table with four benches 
in memory of their parent’s, 
Frank and Kathryn Branigan, 
local business – Branigan 
Motors.  This picnic bench 
will be placed across the 
street from the Lee County 
Tourism Building, north of 
the museum.  

The Depot Museum 
would like to thank these 
three families for their gener-
ous donation to help beautify 
our Clint Conway Park.  

The Commission mem-
bers will be around for any 
tours of the buildings or to 
answer any questions. The 
Depot Museum, Freight 
House and Palmer School 
House will all be open for 
viewing. 

SUBLETTE continued from page A1
Payment shall be paid in full and shall be 

payable either at the end of the fiscal year or 
on a monthly basis.

Village Economic Development Coor-
dinator shall be fixed on annual basis and 
determined at the time of appointment of 
the position, which is the first meeting of 
each fiscal year.

Village Planning Commission shall be 
fixed on annual basis and determined at the 
time of appointment of the position, which 
is the first meeting of each fiscal year.

These changes are effective May 1, 2021 
as applied to those positions that are elected 
during the April 2021 election, and also 

will apply to those elected during the April 
2023 election.

The last increase the village approved was 
in 2007. The motion to approve the above 
ordinance was approved 6-0.

Trick or Treat
Acting Village President John Stenzel 

asked Village Clerk MacKenzie Belan to 
look into whether or not the village could 
have Trick or Treating hours this year. Belan 
said that as of the meeting, the Lee County 
Health Department has not come out and 
said no Trick or Treating. 

She said she talked to the 4-H Club who 
normally hosts an event for Halloween, and 

the club said they are not going to do any-
thing this year. She said she also spoke with 
Pastor Brian McWethy of Grace Fellowship 
Sublette, and reported that the church is 
planning on doing something. Belan said 
that certain things should be followed this 
year for Trick or Treating like the treats 
already in a bag and the bags on a table in 
the front yard, so children won’t be going 
up and ringing the doorbell. 

Sublette Village Trustee Julie Kessel said 
she feels it’s up to the parents if they want 
their children to go Trick or Treating, adding 
that residents can turn their lights off if they 
do not want Trick or Treaters. 

The board decided to hold off setting a 

date, time, guidelines for people, until the 
next board meeting.  

In other board news:
• The board discussed rentals at the Ellice 

Dinges Center and recommended directing 
Ellice Dinges Center Janitor Freddy Artea-
ga to write requests down for 2021 but that 
nothing is guaranteed. 

• Economic Development Chair Don Ding-
es said he is working on a tentative schedule 
for 2021 events, and that as of right now, it 
doesn’t look promising for having the Sublette 
Christmas Walk.

The next Sublette Village Board meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m., on Monday, Oct. 12, 
in the Ellice Dinges Center.

Fish Fry
We are having a Drive-Thru Fish on Friday, 

Oct. 9, from 4 to 7 p.m. It will be a pick up 
only at the Boehle Youth Center (Teen Turf 
building) 235 W. Main in Amboy. Dinner 
includes Fish, Coleslaw Bread, Potato Salad, 
and Dessert. Cost of dinner is $9 in advance. 
Please see Eileen Piper at 815-440-8195 and 
board members for tickets:  Deb Albee, Barb 
Harrison, Pam Thomas, Mark Grossman, 
Trese McNinch, Cindy Phillips, Shelli Bump, 
Janine and Scott Huffman, Kaylee Jones, and 
Kimberly Watley. The cost of the dinner will 
be $10 on the day of event. You can also see 
those kids you know that come to the home-
work club. They are selling tickets in order to 
attend a Pizza Party at a future date.  

Things in Need
If you would like to donate to Teen Turf, 

we are in need of the following items: Anti-
bacterial wipes, Toilet paper, Paper Towels, 
Cases of Water bottles, and Febreze. Monetary 
donations are always welcome and appreci-
ated. The support of our community has kept 
us going all these years.  

Teen Turf 
We are now open, however it is not like 

any year before. Students had to pre-register 
before coming and we are limited on space 
due to Illinois State guidelines. Please do not 
send a child without speaking to Eileen Piper 
at 815-440-8195

Thank You’s  
Thank you to those who leave items in the 

pantry. Thank you Mike Blackburn for the 
beef.   Thank you for the monetary donation 
from the memorial of Leroy Daniels.  Thank 
you to Barb Scheider, Julie and Todd Morgan, 
Fran Kessel and Michelle Cheshire. Thank you 
to our board members for their assistance in 
provide a safe and wholesome environment 
for our kids: Deb Albee, Barb Harrison, Pam 
Thomas, Mark Grossman, Trese McNinch, 
Cindy Phillips, Shelli Bump, Janine and Scott 
Huffman, Kaylee Jones, and Kimberly Watley. 
Thank you to Pete Rood and Larry Piper for 
taking care of the cans.  

If You are in Need
If you or someone else you know needs 

anything, for example, food, toiletries, or med-
icine, please don’t hesitate to contact Eileen 

Piper at 815-440-8195. She can arrange for 
someone to pick and drop off those items in 
a safe and timely manner. We also have extra 
meat, milk, eggs, and bread if you need them.  

A Note to say hello or Happy Birthday 
in September

If you know any person, young or old who 
is need of a Hello or a Happy Birthday. Please 
reach out to us via Facebook Messaging or 
please call Eileen Piper at 815-440-8195. We 
have given out over 100+ cards.  

Final Word
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and comes down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow of turning” (James 1:17).

TEEN TURF
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Huddle Café 
and Homemade Pizza
802 Main Street 815-453-2677

09232020

Tuesday - Saturday 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We will be closed on Mondays 

Daily specials

Now serving beer and wine with your dinner! 
Stop in to see our new menu and decor.

ANDERSON’S SERVICE 
AND TOWING, INC.

105 S. Mason St., Amboy

815-857-3494
24 Hour Towing: 815-973-8955

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOUWE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU

04222020

Complete Automotive RepairComplete Automotive Repair

Do you have an itch to do 
something bigger than 

yourself? Do you have a 
desire to do more for your 

community? Do you want to 
start a career in healthcare? 

AFPD was recently awarded another grant in the amount of $120,762. 
The RURAL EMS TRAINING GRANT is handled by The Substance 

Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), Center 
for Substance Abuse Treatment. This grant provides funding for 

emergency medical services in rural areas - AFPD is 1 of 27 rural 
agencies in this program. The grant will be used for:

• Recruitment and training for new and current EMS personnel
• Development of new ways to educate EMS providers using 

advanced technology and virtual learning 
• Aquire OSHA approved EMS personal protective equipment 
• Complete specific training on mental and substance abuse 

disorders and the appropriate care of patients with said disorders 
• Purchase and train EMS personnel on the use of the opioid 

overdose antidote, naloxone, to utilize in case of opioid overdose 
emergency situations

We are looking for local individuals to recruit and  
train using this grant! Contact us to today at  

ashley@amboyfire.com to get on board!
*Applicants must reside in Amboy’s district. 

Thank you Chief Jeff Bryant for securing all types of grants for 
 our department that benefit our personnel, our department, and 

ultimately our community!
09022020

Any type of 
property - any 
time of year 

(815)849-5476

09
23

20
20

Mary Lovgren, 
Realtor/Broker
815-582-2381

Salvador Bayron, 
Realtor/Broker
312-952-3409

Bonita Willis, 
Designated Managing 

Broker

Justin Wiley, 
Realtor/Broker
815-849-5476, ext 165

Marcia Kosowski, 
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

Lisa Maher, 
Realtor/Broker 

773-459-5472

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011  

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Sept. 25
Sesame Ginger Salmon

Saturday, Sept. 26
Cookout Night!  

Ribeye & Pork Chops cooked on a charcoal grill. Served 
with potato, vegetable, salad bar & dessert.

(also serving full menu both nights)

09212020

Open for indoor dining. 
Carryout and curbside 
pickup also available. 

Serving lunch Tuesday - 
Saturday from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  

Dinner starting at 5 p.m.

Join us every Friday!
Bucket of Beer - 5 for $11.00

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 
services available.

P R I N C E T O N - T h e 
American Red Cross will 
hold a Blood Drive from 
11:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, Sept. 24, at 
the First United Methodist 
Church, 316 S. Church St. 
Call 800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org to make 
an appointment to donate.

AMBOY-The final Am-
boy Farmers Market of the 
seeason will be held Friday, 
Sept. 25, from 9 a.m. until 

noon in the Depot parking lot.

DIXON-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. on Fri-
day, Sept. 25, at the AFSCME 
Union Hall, 622 Palmyra Rd. 
Call 800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org to make 
an appointment to donate.

AMBOY-The Amboy Li-
ons Club will meet at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, Sept. 28, at the 
Community Center, 280 W. 
Wasson Rd.

SUBLETTE-The Amer-
ican Red Cross will hold a 
Blood Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Sept. 29, at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish 
Hall, 202 S. Locust St.  Call 
800-733-2767 or visit Red-
CrossBlood.org to make an 
appointment to donate.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy committee meetings 
will be held at 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, Oct. 5, at the Community 
Center.

DIXON-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, at the 
YMCA, 110 N. Galena Rd. 
.  Call 800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org to make 
an appointment to donate.

AMBOY-The U of I 
Extension will present the 
online program “Mushrooms 
of Illinois” with Dr. Andrew 
Miller from 1 to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 7.  Regis-
ter online at go.illinois.edu/
mushroom. For more infor-
mat contact Mary Nelson at 
mnelsn@illinois.edu.

STERLING-The Amer-

ican Red Cross will hold a 
Blood Drive from 9 a.m. until 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 8, 
at Sterling Bethel Reformed 
Church, 230 E. 23rd St.   Call 
800-733-2767 or visit Red-
CrossBlood.org to make an 
appointment to donate.

AMBOY-The Lee Center 
Township meeting will be 
held at 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
Oct. 8, at the Township Build-
ing, 2202 Shaw Rd.

AMBOY-Teen Turf will 
hold a Drive-Thru Fish Fry 
on Friday, Oct. 9, from 4 to 
7 p.m. Pick-up only at the 
Boehle Youth Center, 235 
W. Main St. Call Eileen at 
815-440-8195 or see a board 
member for advance $9 tick-
ets. Tickets will be $10 the 
day of the event.

Driving While License Suspended
On Sept. 12, at 5:44 p.m., Isaiah M. Latigo, 21, of Amboy, 

was arrested for driving while license suspended, and operat-
ing uninsured vehicle. He was taken to the Lee County Jail.

Disorderly Conduct
On Sept. 15, at 4 p.m., Steven T. Mclain, 23, of Amboy, 

was arrested for disorderly conduct. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail.

LEE COUNTY — Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
has released the winners for 
the virtual state 4-H general 
project show.  These 4-H 
projects were judged at the 
local 4-H virtual shows and 
were chosen to advance to 
the state fair. 

All qualifying youth ex-
hibiting in the state general 
project show will receive a 
recognition ribbon, Award 
of Excellence.  

Champion and Reserve 
Champion awards are given 
to the top exhibits in the 
class. Inspire awards are 
given at the judges’ discre-
tion for projects they wish 
to highlight or acknowledge 
as inspirational.

Following is a list of youth 
that participated from Lee 
County 4-H:

4-H Member P r o j e c t 
Area Award

Riley Bally,  V i s u a l 
Arts: Chalk/Carbon/Pig-
ment  Award of Excel-
lence

Evan Belzer L e a d e r -
ship 1 Award of Excel-
lence

Owen Belzer Vegetable 
Gardening Display 
Award of Excellence, Cham-
pion

Catherine Bloemker 
Passport to the World-Indiv 
Award of Excellence

Aby Buettner Civic En-
gagement 1 Award of 
Excellence

Cherith Bulfer Photogra-
phy 3 Award of Excel-
lence, Champion

Ella Coffman Food Dec-
orating-Intermediate 
Award of Excellence

Aaron Conderman 
Entomology 3 Award of 
Excellence, Reserve Cham-
pion

Emily Conderman 
Visual Arts: Glass/Plastic 
Award of Excellence

Rhayanna Cotter 
Animal Science Award of 
Excellence

Logan Crawford 
Advanced Visual Program-
ming Award of Excel-
lence, Inspire

Ross Eden R o c k 
Hounds 1 Award of 
Excellence, Champion

Olivia Gingras Food Sci-
ence 1 - 4 Award of 
Excellence, Champion

Lillian Haws S T E A M 
Clothing 1  Award of 
Excellence, Champion

Olivia Hintz A n i m a l 
Science Award of Excel-
lence

Caleb Johnson V i s u a l 
Arts: Wood Award of 
Excellence

Nolan Johnson Entomol-
ogy 2 Award of Excel-
lence

Emily Kitson Photogra-
phy 1 Award of Excel-
lence

Alexis Lopez Soybeans 
Award of Excellence

Gage Lopez 4-H Cook-

ing 101 Award of Excel-
lence

Emily Lovett 4-H Cook-
ing 101 Award of Excel-
lence

Kayla McCormick 
Scrapbooking-Beginning 
Award of Excellence

Rachel McCormick 
4-H Cooking 301 Award of 
Excellence

Caroline Montgomery 
STEAM Clothing 1  
Award of Excellence

Addison Morley 
Shopping in Style - In-
termediate Award of 
Excellence

Alyssa Morley Photo Ed-
iting Award of Excel-
lence

Bethany Odle V i s u a l 
Arts: Clay Award of 
Excellence

Lucas Odle Welding 
Award of Excellence

Barbara Palmer 
Vegetable Display 
Award of Excellence

Emily Sondgeroth 
STEAM Clothing 2  
Award of Excellence

Josh Sondgeroth 
Corn Award of Excel-
lence, Reserve Champion

Wyatt Sondgeroth 
Welding Award of Excel-
lence

Margaret Vaessen 
Visual Arts: Fiber Award of 
Excellence

Elsie Viall S T E A M 
Clothing 1  Award of 
Excellence, Inspire

Kate Viall Ve g e t a -
ble Display Award of 
Excellence

Cooper Welch W o o d -
working 1 Award of 
Excellence

William White Shooting 
Sports Archery Display 
Award of Excellence

Haleigh Wilcox 
Visual Arts: 3-D Design/
Mixed Media Award of 
Excellence

Kara Wilcox W o o d -

Lee County State 4-H Fair results announced

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

09212020
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your needs our priority. Get coverage from 
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them most. Trust in Tomorrow.® 

Contact us today.

THERE WHEN YOU 
NEED US MOST

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.
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OBITUARIES
OBITUARIES

Richard I. Garland
Nov. 3, 1929 - Sept. 14, 2020

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

Trusted protection 
for your Home and 

Auto by local agency.
Call Roxy or Bert for a quote

102 Elm St. • Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2319

www.stenzelinsurance.com 08
19

20
20

Thanks to all who sent 
cards on my special 
birthday. Thanks to  

Kim Stram for arranging 
a surprise party.
Jack Dempsey

09232020

SUBLETTE — Richard 
I. Garland, 90, of Sublette, 
died Monday, Sept. 14, 2020 
at the Rock River Hospice 
Home in Sterling.  

He was born Nov. 3, 
1929 in Princeton, the son 
of Cornelius T. and Gertrude 
(Battin) Garland.  He was the 
only one of his parent’s 11 
children born in a hospital.

Richard served in the 
U.S. Army 3rd Infantry as 
a B.A.R. gunner during the 
Korean Conflict before mar-
rying Leila Ann Rapp on June 
28, 1952.

He worked at Conco in 
Mendota until retiring in 
1978. He then worked for 
Chicago Whiting Crane 
Company. He had also owned 
and operated the Galand 
Vault Business and with his 
wife owned and operated the 
Garland Health Spa both in 
Mendota.

He was member of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Church in Sublette, 
the Elks Club in Mendota 
and was a volunteer fireman/

ambulance driver for 18 
years with the Sublette Fire 
Department.

He was preceded in death 
by an infant daughter, Joyce 
Ann Garland; his parents; 
five sisters, Delores Chesley, 
Midge Hochstatter, Evelyn 
Ryan, Vivian Gabel, Ros-
mund Buckley; and four 
brothers, Joseph, Clifford, 
Virgil and Raymond Garland.

Richard is survived by 
his wife, Leila; children, 
Jerry (Pat) Garland, of Sub-
lette, Karen (Dan) Leake, 
of Dixon, Sue (Maurice) 
Zimmerlein, of Sublette, Patti 
(Jim) Heintzelman, of Dixon, 
Dean Garland, of Island 
Lake, and Roger (Michelle) 
Garland, of Hilliard, Ohio; 
eight grandchildren; and 
three great-grandchildren. 
He is also survived by one 
brother, Robert Garland, of 
Springfield.

A public visitation was 
held from 9  - 10:45 a.m., on 
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2020, at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Church. Face cov-

erings and public distancing 
required. 

A private family Mass of 
Christian Burial followed 
at the Church with the Rev. 
Randy Fronek officiating. 
Burial with military honors 
followed in St Mary Ceme-
tery. Memorials have been 
established to Sublette Fire 
Department, Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Catholic 
Church and Rock River 
Hospice and Home.  

Arrangements by the 
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
in Amboy. 

Condolences may be sent 
online at www.thejonesfh.
com. 

William J. “Bill” Apple
March 17, 1942 - Sept. 15, 2020

AMBOY — William J. 
“Bill” Apple, 78, of Amboy, 
died Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2020. 

He was born March 17, 
1942 in Amboy, the son of 
Charles and Mildred (Bush-
man) Apple. He was an Elec-
trician with IBEW Local 364 
until his retirement in 2004; 
20 years of which he spent at 
the Byron Nuclear Station. 

He was a member of St. 
Patrick Catholic Church, 
Amboy American Legion, 
Knights of Columbus and 
the Fr Boland Assemble of 
the 4th Degree. He was also 
a member of the Amboy 
School Board for 20 years 
from 1985 to 2005. 

Bill was a veteran of the 
United States Air Force. He 
always enjoyed bicycling, 
gardening, and his daily 
coffee with friends at the 
Amboy Family Restaurant. 

Bill married Sharon Sel-
oover Fahs in Amboy on 
Sept. 19, 1975. He was 

preceded in death by his 
wife on Nov. 13, 2003; his 
parents; one brother, Donald 
Apple; and one sister Betty 
Eichelberger. 

Bill is survived by his chil-
dren, Susan (Nick) Vaessen, 
of West Brooklyn, Patrick 
(Jenny McCoy) Apple, of 
Amboy, Tammy (Mark) 
Henkel, of Sublette, Lori 
(Mike) Schultz, of Byron; 
and 10 grandchildren, Trevor 
and Tyrah Vaessen, Ashley 
and Hannah McCoy, Chad, 
Derek, and Austin Henkel, 
Lyndsey (Peter) Hodapp, 
Nick and Ben Schultz. He is 
also survived by three sisters, 
Eileen Linton, of Rock Falls, 
Rita Clifton, of Sterling, 
Doris (Leonard) Amesquita, 
of Rock Falls; three brothers, 
David (Doris) Apple, of Rock 
Falls, Robert (Betty) Apple, 
of Tampico, Gene (Jane) Ap-
ple, of Morrison; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

Public visitation was held 

from 9:30 - 10:45 a.m., on 
Satruday, Sept. 19, 2020, at 
St. Patrick Catholic Church 
in Amboy. Face coverings 
are required. A private fam-
ily mass of Christian Burial 
followed with Rev. John 
Gow officiating. Burial with 
military honors followed at 
St. Patrick’s Cemetery. 

Memorials have been 
established.  

Condolences may be sent 
online at www.thejonesfh.
com.

Attend astronomy 
webinar to learn more 
about the night sky

Calling all amateur as-
tronomers, join University 
of Illinois extension in an 
online zoom webinar as we 
explore the night sky. Take a 
tour of the stars and discover 
their lifecycle. 

Learn how to identify 
stars, constellations and 
planets, and delve into some 
myths and stories.  We will 
discover the best way to ob-

serve the night sky and look 
at how a telescope works. 
Astronomy 101 will be held 
on Monday, Sept. 28, 2020 
from 2 – 3 p.m. Register 
online to attend at: https://
go.illinois.edu/astronomy. 
For more information  con-
tact Mary Nelson, University 
of Illinois Extension Ag and 
Natural Resource Program 
coordinator at; mnelsn25@
illinois.edu.

Mushrooms of Illinois 
Webinar

Please join University of 
Illinois Extension, Carroll, 
Lee and Whiteside Counties 
for a fascinating presentation 
by Dr. Andrew Miller, on 
the Mushrooms of Illinois, 
Wednesday Oct. 7, from 1 – 

2 p.m. for an online webinar 
presented via Zoom.

Dr. Miller will discuss the 
large variety of fungi that oc-
cur throughout Illinois.  The 
major groups of macrofungi 
will be presented including 
several edible and poisonous 
mushrooms.

Dr. Andrew Miller is 
a research professor and 
serves as the Director of 
the Herbarium at the Illinois 
Natural History Survey at 
the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign.  

A native of Illinois, Miller 
began his formal education 
in mycology (the study of 
fungi) under the tutelage 
of Dr. Andrew Methven at 
Eastern Illinois University 

and completed his doctoral 
degree at The Field Museum 
in Chicago.  

Miller has traveled exten-
sively throughout the world 
collecting and describing 
fungi, documenting their 
biodiversity, and studying 
their evolutionary relation-
ships.  An expert on both 
large macrofungi and small 
microfungi, he has described 
over 100 species of fungi 
new to science.  

Register online to attend 
at:go.illinois.edu/mush-
room. For more information 
contact Mary Nelson, Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
Ag and Natural Resources 
program coordinator, at 
mnelsn25@illinois.edu.

U. of I. Extension News
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

Vesper Flights
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Avon
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COMMUNITY CENTER
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FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
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303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
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REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL
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815-535-6295
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Designated Managing Broker

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts
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SERVICE

FINANCIAL
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LOGGING
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BUYING  

STANDING TIMBER
• FREE ESTIMATES    • FULLY INSURED

Contact Billy Poignant

309-238-3210

In “Vesper Flights,” 
English author and 
naturalist Helen Mac-

donald (author of the award 
winning bestseller “H is for 
Hawk”) captures the spirit 
and wonder of her experi-
ences in a series of short 
essays. “One day when, quite 
by surprise, I discovered that 
if I held a falcon egg close 
to my mouth and made soft 
clucking noises, a chick that 
was ready to hatch would 
call back…I spoke through 
the shell to something that 
had not yet known light or 
air, but would soon take in 
the revealed coil and furl of 
a west-coast breeze and cloud 
of a hillside in one easy glide 
at 60 miles an hour…I spoke 
through an egg and wept.”

The essays range from 
hares: “Most boxing hares 
are does unwilling to mate 
with bucks making sexual 
advances on them. They 
rise up and fight them off” 
to free-roaming wild boars 
which are thriving in British 
woods. “From the introduc-
tion of boars to New Hamp-
shire in the 1890s, boar-like 
wild pigs have now been 
reported in at least forty-five 
states.”

She describes the exhila-
ration of watching nocturnal 
birds from atop the Empire 
State Building, as well as 
the plight of hundreds of 
millions of birds flying at 
nightfall north every spring 
to their breeding grounds and 
back again in the fall. “More 
than a hundred thousand die 
each year in New York City 
alone.” [Chicago lies along 
a critical migratory route for 
millions of birds. To protect 
them, Chicago launched the 
Lights Out program in 1995.] 

Swifts, unlike all other 
birds, never descend to the 
ground. Their nests are made 

of things snatched from the 
air. “On warm summer eve-
nings swifts fly low and fast, 
screaming in speeding packs 
around rooftops and spires. 
Later, they gather higher 
in the sky, and then, all at 
once, they rise higher and 
higher until they disappear 
from view. These ascents are 
called vesper flights, after the 

Latin vesper for evening.” 
These flights take them to 
heights of eight thousand 
feet. “The remote air, the 
coldness, the stillness, and the 
high birds over white cloud 
suspended in sleep.” 

Macdonald joined an ex-
pedition to the extreme envi-
ronment of Chile’s Atacama 
Desert in search of organisms 
that live in conditions analo-
gous to those on Mars. “There 
are places here that haven’t 
much changed in five million 
years.” They find “these ex-
quisitely tough, tiny, almost 
invisible signs of life held 
between finger and thumb.” 
Led by Natalie Cabrol, a Mars 
specialist, who has free-dived 
into a crater lake atop the 
Licancabur volcano at twenty 
thousand feet and discovered 
a new zooplankton species. 

Climate change on Mars and 
on Earth. Cabrol points out 
that the earth itself is in no 
danger whatsoever. “It will 
survive whatever we throw 
at it. What is in danger is 
the environment that made 
us possible. We are pretty 
much cutting the branch we 
are sitting on. It’s going to 
be sudden and frightening.”

For a wonderful weekly 
blog on our prairies and wet-
lands, I highly recommend 
Tuesdays in the Tall Grass:  
https://tuesdaysinthetall-
grass.wordpress.com/

Recycle! 
Recycle! 
Recycle!

STERLING — Ken Robbins celebrated his 90th birthday 
on Sept. 19, 2020.  

He grew up on farms in rural Amboy and Harmon and 
graduated from Amboy High School. He served in the Army 
during the Korean conflict and was stationed in Hawaii. He 
is retired from both farming and the USPS where he was an 
Amboy rural carrier.

He married Bernie Worrell (deceased) and had two daugh-
ters, Marnie (the late Rick) Slater, Lynette (Bob) Mackay, 
and one son, Jeffrey (deceased). He has five granddaughters, 
Malia, Marissa, Mackenzie, Cassidy and Peyton, and one 
great-granddaughter, Laetyn.  

Kenny would really enjoy hearing from you. Please send 
him a card at 2705 Avenue E, Apt. 114, Sterling, IL  61081.

Ken Robbins

Robbins celebrated 
90th birthday Sept. 19

Ken Robbins

Recycle! Recycle!
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Something to Say?

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

  1 year   manual pay   $39.50
            auto pay       $37.50

 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50
               auto pay           $9.50

Non-local
  1 year       manual pay      $45.00                                    

auto pay      $32.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75

auto pay      $11.00

Phone 815-857-2311         
Fax 815-857-2517        

Website www.amboynews.com

Publisher 
Kip Cheek

kcheek@mendotareporter.com
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Tonja Greenfield

tgreenfield@amboynews.com

Editor
Bonnie Morris

bmorris@mendotareporter.com

Office Manager/Circulation/
Commercial Printing

Mary Mays
mmays@amboynews.com

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either 
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is 
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per 
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive 
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that 
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of 
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. 
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time 
for correction before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer 
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its 
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility 
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column

Letters to the Editor

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - noon and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
10 a.m. - noon on Thursday

. 
Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

and major holidays.

I read The Atlantic magazine story as-
serting that Donald Trump denigrated 
America’s war dead, and then I cringed.

It’s certainly troubling if any president 
were to say such a thing. But I have no way of 
reaching an objective determination on whether 
it was said or not.

Why? The story is based on anonymous 
sources. 

Not only do we have no idea who these people 
are, we have no idea why they are speaking up 
now – two years after – the alleged utterance. 
And we also don’t know what access, if any, 
they had to the president.

Regular readers of this column know I’m no 
fan of Trump. But I am a fan of good journalism. 
And The Atlantic story doesn’t make the cut.

Yes, there are rare instances where uniden-
tified sources are necessary, but it has become 
all too common a practice in American journalism.

In this case, the journalist is asking us to take his word 
that he was told these things.

Sorry, I’m not biting.
“Not having any identified sources in that story makes it 

far less credible,” said Al Tompkins, a senior faculty mem-
ber at the Poynter Institute, a journalism school for news 

professionals.
The cloak of anonymity makes it next to 

impossible to hold sources accountable. What 
if they are lying or simply mistaken? Their 
identity will never be known.

I remember 25 years ago, I had a source on 
the Moline City Council who would leak to me 
what was discussed in closed executive sessions.

After I published a story citing an unnamed 
source spilling the beans on a project the city 
was involved with, my source rose the next 
week, wagged his finger at his colleagues and 
denounced “whoever was leaking to the press.”

I sat there, notebook in hand unable to hold 
this person accountable without breaking my 
promise of confidentiality. In other words, I’d 
inadvertently given the fellow a ticket to lie.

Some might say that is an extreme example. 
But it really isn’t. People in government are 

routinely asked by supervisors, peers and other reporters if 
they were the confidential source in a news story. Do you 
think they tell the truth when they are asked? Don’t bet on it. 

And sometimes it’s not the source who is lying. 
“There are liars in every profession – including journalism,” 

Tompkins reminded me.
Friends have pointed out that The Atlantic is a prestigious 

publication and for that reason we should give it extra cred-
ibility. Well, I love the magazine and have subscribed for 
more than 25 years.

But I also know that Jayson Blair worked for the New York 
Times, Stephen Glass for The New Republic, Janet Cooke for 
the Washington Post and Jack Kelley for USA Today. And 
each of these scoundrels fabricated sources despite working 
for high-profile publications.

So, the prestige of a publication doesn’t make it immune 
to wrongdoing within its ranks.

It’s worth noting that the Associated Press and other news 
organizations have apparently contacted some of the same 
individuals as The Atlantic and been told the same things – 
not for attribution.

Well, if the magazine’s competitors could figure out who 
the sources were within a few hours, don’t you think the 
president and other administration officials have a pretty 
good idea who is talking, too?

So, if the political insiders are in the know, the only people 
being deprived of the knowledge are the readers.

And we have no way of evaluating the credibility of the 
information. In that light, what value does it have?

Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and a 
freelance reporter. He can be reached by email at ScottReed-
er1965@gmail.com.

Cloak of anonymity makes it next to impossible 
to hold sources accountable

On This Day in History

Dear Editor,
I am writing as a parent of children who attend Teen Turf, 

a Teen Turf board member, and an AmeriCorps worker who 
volunteers at Teen Turf.  So, you can say I have a vested 
interest in Teen Turf.  

We moved to Amboy 10 years not knowing anyone. My 
husband and I had migrated to the Midwest from California 
a few years earlier. We sought organizations that would help 
us and our children feel welcomed. I think you can see where 
this is heading. 

Eileen Piper and her volunteers greeted us with open 
arms. All of my kids have participated in homework club 
and the summer program. They are giving back to Teen Turf 
by volunteering in homework club, summer program, and 
various fundraisers. 

I do have a point.  Due to Covid-19, we were unable to 
have our dances, fundraisers, and our biggest event The 
Draw Down. Mrs. Piper runs a tight ship and has been doing 

it for over 25 years. However, Teen Turf still needed to pay 
the bills even when we had to close the doors.  We looked 
towards different avenues to help the community: having our 
make-shift pantry, assisting seniors, and having our limited 
summer program. We were grateful to all those that gave us 
a monetary donation or items we could use.  

I am asking the community of Amboy to assist us again 
by attending our Fish Fry on Friday, Oct. 9 from 4-7 p.m., at 
the Boehle Youth Center (Teen Turf building) at 235 West 
Main in Amboy.  Advance tickets are $9 and you can call 
Eileen Piper at 815-440-8195/815-857-4800 or see any board 
member for tickets. 

The children that are attending the homework club are also 
selling Fish Fry tickets for a chance at a Pizza party. So, if 
you can see it in your heart to help us help the kids, please 
consider buying a ticket to support us.  

Thank you for your time,
Pam Thomas

Encourages people to support Teen Turf’s fish fry

Dear Editor,
A kind lady at the Amboy Thrift Shop helped me to return 

a family Bible that had been dropped off with other items. 
This sweet lady recognized it was special and helped me 

return to its owner. Small town living at its best.
Carol Fredericks

Amboy

Small town living at its best

100 Years Ago
Sept. 24, 1920

Miss Anna Bryant is absent from 
Canavan’s Store on her vacation.

Mrs Anna Klein and family and Mr. 
and Mrs. G.P. Finch and family tested 
the new pavement to Sterling Sunday.

Miss Caroline Hamblock, chirop-
odist, will be in Amboy, Wednesday, 
Sept. 29.

75 Years Ago
Sept. 20, 1945

William Morrissey, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William R. Morrissey, and grand-
son of Frank Brady, left Sunday to enter 
the seminary at St. Ambrose College, 
Davenport, Iowa, to begin his studies 
for the holy priesthood.

Mrs. Kenneth McCracken has 
accepted the position as office secre-
tary at A.T.H.S. and began her duties 

Wednesday. During the summer Mrs. 
McCracken was employed at The First 
National Bank.

Jack Edward, John J. Wagner, August 
Marchesi and Lester Ullensvang went to 
Oregon Tuesday afternoon where they 
enjoyed golf, playing a dinner match.

50 Years Ago
Sept. 24, 1970

Amboy Volunteer Firemen, their 
wives, Amboy Fire Protection District 
trustees and their wives enjoyed a steak 
cook-out at the fire station on Sunday 
evening and honored Fire Chief Ken 
Spitz and Dr. John P. Walsh for 20 years 
of service in the fire department.

Tony Cook, Amboy High School 
senior who lettered in wrestling during 
the 1969-70 school year, was awarded 
the Michael Janson memorial award last 
week Wednesday. Tony, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Cook of rural route one, 

Amboy, told the Amboy News, “I greatly 
appreciate the votes of my teammates 
which brought me this honor.”

25 Years Ago
Sept. 28, 1995

The Amboy News has been sold to 
John and Mary Koski of Aurora. Dave 
and Deb Volz will turn over ownership 
of the 141-year-old weekly newspaper 
on Oct. 1.

The Northern Illinois University 
football team that captured the league 
championship in 1983 and won the 
California Bowl will be enshrined in the 
Huskie Hall of Fam next month. Rick 
Considine, a 1980 graduate of Amboy 
High School, was a member of that team 
and will be honored with his teammates 
during a Hall of Fame banquet to be 
held Friday during the Homecoming 
weekend, Oct. 6-7.
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LOCAL NEWS

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which modern city 
was originally named Byzantium?

2. AD SLOGANS: Which national 
company’s slogan is “We’ll leave a light 
on for you”?

3. ANATOMY: Which bone are babies 
born without?

4. HISTORY: Which European mon-
arch was known as the “Sun King”?

5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
is Samhain?

6. MEDICAL TERMS: What is the 
condition formally known as diastema?

7. ART: Which famous painting is also 
known as “La Gioconda”? 

8. LITERATURE: Where does Win-
nie-the-Pooh live with his friends?

9. MUSIC: Which country is the rock 
group AC/DC from?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What is the pri-
mary ingredient in traditional hummus?

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Istanbul, Turkey
2. Motel 6
3. Kneecaps, which develop after birth
4. Louis XIV of France
5. A Gaelic festival Oct. 31-Nov. 1 

celebrating the end of the harvest and 
beginning of winter

6. A noticeable gap between two teeth
7. Mona Lisa
8. Hundred Acre Wood
9. Australia
10. Chickpeas

Posting Date September 21, 2020
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit 
as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child 
care service. A 
childcare facility 
that is licensed or 
operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department 
of Children and 
Family Services 
may publish 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 
of the services 
for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify 
the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a 
child in it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CDL DRIVER and Farm 
Help Wanted For Fall 
Harvest. 10 Miles South 
of Rochelle. 815-716-
6681. (10-11-20)

LOCAL COMPANY 
Looking for DRIVERS, 
Local, Regional & OTR 
Call 815-973-9366 for 
Information. (10-04-20)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Immediate Opening
Compton Plant

Full-time/Seasonal/
Paid Overtime

Apply in person or call
Nutrien Ag Solutions
1793 Steward Road
Steward, IL  60553

815-396-2248

0
3

2
3

2
0

2
0

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

OREGON: 2765 W 
Pines Road. Huge 
Barn Sale. ANTIQUES, 
ANTIQUES… Thursday 
September 24th Friday 
September 25th and 
Saturday September 
26th, 9am-5pm Each 
Day!! Cupboards, 
Tables, Ton of Chairs, 
Desks, Dressers, 
Beds and So Much 
More!!! Priced to Sell. 
Dick & Janaan Harms, 
Owners. (09-23-20)

HILLCREST: 313 
Erickson Rd. Thursday 
September 24th Friday 
September 25th, 
9am-4pm & Saturday 
September 26th 9am-
2pm. Variety of Items. 
(09-23-20)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FOR SALE – 4-Drawer 
Dresser $60, 2-Drawer 
Nightstand $25, Glass 
Top End Tables $25, 
End Table $15, & 
2-Basin Wash Tubs 
$50. Call 815-677-
5093. (09-20-20)

BMW Wheels & Tires. 
Four @ 15”, Four @16”. 
All $175 Call 331-575-
9355. (09-23-20)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet, Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing. 815-762-
6650 or 815-761-3968. 

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3-BEDROOM House. 
No Pets, Country Home 
Near Franklin Grove, 
815-456-2453. 

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE
Public Notice is here-
by given that on Sep-
tember 3 A.D. 2020 a 
certificate was filed in 
the Office of the Coun-
ty Clerk of Lee County, 
Illinois, setting forth, the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as 
Northwest Illinois locat-
ed at 1043 Brewster 
Road, Amboy, IL 61310.
Dated this 3 day of Sep-
tember A.D. 2020.
Cathy Myers, County 
Clerk
by L Miller, Deputy
No. 0903
Sept. 16, 23, 30, 2020

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE
Public Notice is here-
by given that on Sep-
tember 15 A.D. 2020 a 
certificate was filed in 
the Office of the Coun-
ty Clerk of Lee County, 
Illinois, setting forth, the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as 
S & D Construction lo-
cated at 1433 Chicago 
Ave, Dixon, IL 61021.
Dated this 15th day of 
September A.D. 2020.
Cathy Myers, County 
Clerk
by G Knack, Deputy
No. 0906
Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 
2020

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

INFORMATION

Office Hours:  
Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. – noon, and 
1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - noon
Closed Wednesday
Phone: 
815-857-2311
Fax: 
815-857-2517
Email: 
mmays@amboynews.com
Address:
245 E. Main Street, Amboy
Mail: 
P.O. Box 162,
Amboy, IL 61310

DEADLINES:
Mondays at 10 a.m
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 
for commercial business 
ads and $7.50 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.AMBOY C.U.S.D. #272 IS SEEKING 

APPLICANTS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING POSITIONS

BUS & VAN DRIVERS
To apply go to www.roe47.org, 

General Information, Area Vacancies, 
Applitrack & complete application.

09232020

 245 E. Main Street 
815-857-2311

ww.amboynews.com

Now is a GREAT TIME to clean your 
closets, basements, garages, and sheds. Eliminate all those old tools, lawn 

chairs, flower pots, clothes, and grandma’s doilies stored in the attic.

Have a GARAGE CLEARANCE SALE!
Advertise your garage sale listings in the Amboy News! We highlight your sale 
listing in a special GARAGE SALES BOX - easy for your garage sale customers 

to clip-out and go on the hunt.
In addition, we can place your listing in other area newspapers reaching over 31,000 homes for one price.

Don’t Miss 
An Issue!
Have you moved? 
Are you planning a 

move? 
Going someplace 

warm for the winter?

Don’t forget to call 
the Amboy News 

and let us know your 
new mailing address. 

Unless you call us your 
subscription will not 

follow you to your new/
temporary address.

Call Mary at 
815-857-2311

235 E. Main Street 
Amboy IL 61310
815-857-2311 02122020

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2015 Chevy 1500 Double 
CabLT, 4x4, Gray .......$20,900

2015 Chevy 1500 Double 4x4 
Z71, LT, Brown ...........$20,900

2020 Chevy Malibu LT 
8K Miles, Red ...........$23,500
2019 Buick Encore FWD 
White ........................$20,900
2018 Equinox Premier AWD 
2.0 Ltr, New Tires, One 
Owner, Maroon ........$22,500
2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD 
20K Miles, Pepperdust ..$22,900
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 15K 
Miles, Maroon ..........$19,500

2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, Nav., 44K Miles 
Silver .........................$18,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Blue .............$34,500
2017 Buick Envision Preferred 
AWD, 21K Miles, 
Black .........................$24,900
2016 GMC Acadia SLT1 AWD, 
DVD, Sunroof, Nav., Black ..$22,900
2016 Chevy Traverse AWD 
LT, 60K Miles, Silver ..$19,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

4x4 GM Certified Loaded w/ lots of options.

$34,500   

2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LTZ

$34,500
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SPORTS

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette• 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AUTO SALES/SERVICE
Gerdes Auto & Truck Sales & Service, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Amboy  • 815-857-3722 
www.gerdessales.com

BAR/RESTAURANT
Sublette Saloon Inc. 
1831 Tower Road • Sublette • 815-849-5470

DENTIST  

Amboy Dental Group  
Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D. and  
Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S. 
305 E. Joe Drive, Suite 120 • Amboy 
815-857-2015

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR  

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette • 815-849-5223

Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 • 815-849-9010

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette  • 815-849-5222

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
The First National Bank  in Amboy (FDIC) 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy  
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center 
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com

Pioneer State Bank (FDIC) 
303 S. Pennsylvania Ave • Sublette • 815.849.5242 
www.pioneerstatebank.com

FUNERAL HOME
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
303 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-2611 
www.thejonesfh.com

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES
Shell Express Lane 

342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

GOLF COURSE  

Shady Oaks Golf Club 
Highway 52 between Amboy & Sublette 

815-849-5424

GROCERY/LIQUOR
Bonnell’s General Store 

200 Reeve St. • Sublette • 815-849-5522

Amboy Food and Liquor 
242 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-7020

HARDWARE/LUMBER
Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 

1 S. Commercial •  Amboy  • 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

INSURANCE
Dimond Bros. Insurance 

10 E Division St. • Amboy • 815-857-3966

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  

The Amboy News 
245 E. Main Street  •  Amboy • 815-857-2311

PHOTOGRAPHY
On 3 Photo 

Amboy • 815-857-4686  • www.on3photo.com

REAL ESTATE
Erbes Realty, LLC 

1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL 
815-535-6295  •  Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties 
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197 • www.rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 
509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette • (815) 849-5476 

www.woodhavenlakes.com

RESTAURANT  

Amboy Family Restaurant and Pizza Junction 
211 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-3985

VETERINARY CARE
Amboy Veterinary Clinic 

Hwy. 52 • Amboy • 815-857-2215

509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette 
(815) 849-5476

www.woodhavenlakes.com 

Feed/Livestock Equipment
100 W. Main St. • Sublette

815-849-5222

SUBLETTE 
FARMERS 
ELEVATOR

Highway 52 
between Amboy & Sublette

815-849-5424

GOLF CLUB

303 S. Pennsylvania Ave 
Sublette 

815.849.5242 
www.pioneerstatebank.com

Results of Amboy High School golf matches are as follows:
Sept. 16 at Shady Oaks
(varsity)
Amboy 209, Freeport Aquin 216
Amboy scores: Hayden Wittenauer 48, Jackson Brubaker 

57, Austin Bogle 51, Jared Warner 55, Carson Reuss 55, 
Jordan Harris 56

(junior varsity)
Freeport Aquin 206, Amboy 280
Amboy scores: Griffin Bushman 65, Danzele Schwarz 

62, Shawn Lauer 108, Garrett Sage 84, Carter Boehle 69
Sept. 17 at Hinckley-Big Rock
(varsity)
Hinckley-Big Rock 186, Amboy 190
Amboy scores: Hayden Wittenauer 44, Austin Bogle 49, 

Jared Warner 61, Jackson Brubaker 43, Carson Reuss 60, 
Jordan Harris 54

(junior varsity)
Amboy scores: Griffin Bushman 60, Danzele Schwarz 

60, Luke Corcoran 72, Garrett Sage 60
(girls)
Amboy scores: Hannah Atkinson 69, Tatum Stroh 59

Amboy Golf results

Principal Andrew Full, 
Amboy Junior High 

Curriculum and School 
Improvement

• On Sept. 1 the School 
Improvement Team met 
with Anji Garza from the 
ROE to review the first few 
days of school, complete the 
1003 (a) grant and budget 
for 2020-2021 school year, 
discuss pacing guides for 
the new curriculums, priority 
standards, update the School 
Improvement Plan, update 
the to-do list, and discuss 
supports to put in place for 
curriculum implementation.

• On Sept. 3 a faculty 
meeting was held to discuss 
students, hand out “face 
cups,” discuss SLO’s, and 
discuss the school year in 
general.

• On Sept. 14 teachers 
were given time meet with 
remote learners, work on 
SLO’s, and complete Ed 
Learners Network Trainings.

• Ms. Vicks and Mrs. 

Dinges have been meeting 
with ELA and math teachers 
to discuss the new curric-
ulum.

PBIS
• On Monday, Sept. 14, 

we held our monthly PBIS 
celebration/assembly over 
Google Meets and the fol-
lowing awards were handed 
out for Students of the Month 
and Clipper P.R.I.D.E. 

School Activities
• AJHS had 18 students 

return to school from remote 
learning. There are still 48 
students remote learning, 
about 20 percent of enroll-
ment.

• Speech Team will start 
soon with Yvonne Vicks as 
coach and three members.

• Student Council will also 
start soon with co-sponsors 
Ashley Platz and Kaylee 
Jones.

Principal Joyce Scham-
berger, Central Elementary 

School Improvement/

Professional Development
• Teachers worked on 

their SLO’s and completed 
mandated trainings.

• Benchmark testing on 
all students K-4 has been 
completed.

• The RtI committee met 
and discussed the results of 
recent benchmark testing.

PBIS
• The Prize Closet for 

Central School students to 
purchase using Scooby Doo 
Cash is being stocked by 
suggestions from students 
and teachers. Central School 
PTC will support the PBIS 
program.

• During the SIP virtual 
assembly, students were 
recognized for Student of 
the Month.

School Activities
• The Second Step pre-

sentations began remotely 
on Sept. 16 using Google 
Meets. Edie Peterson from 
the YWCA of the Sauk Val-
ley is the program presenter. 

Second Step presents pro-
grams on Social Emotional 
Learning.

• Joe Jahn and Mr. Payne 
trained Central students on 
bus evacuation as part of the 
required drills.

OTHER BUSINESS
• Nichols said work is 

progressing on the new junior 
high with panels going up for 
what will be the building’s 
offices.

• The board approved the 
2020-2021 budget following 
a budget hearing. The com-
plete budget is available to 
view on the district website 
[amboy.net] under the Dis-
trict heading. 

• Purchase of a 2018 
45+1 wheelchair passenger 
school bus was approved by 
the board.

• The Junior High School 
Improvement Plan was ap-
proved. 

PERSONNEL
Following closed session, 

the board accepted the res-

SCHOOL continued from page A1
ignation of Billie Doering 
as part-time cafeteria cook 
and hired Dennis Matz as a 
bus driver.

The next regular board 

meeting will take place at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 
Central School. 

All meetings are open to 
the public. 



WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23, 2020PAGE 10 • SEC A • AMBOY NEWS

$$3333
(Regular yearly rate $39.50)

Residents of Lee, Bureau 
& LaSalle Counties

$$3939
(Regular yearly rate $45)

For Residents of all 
other areas

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:  ______________  State:  _____ Zip:  ___________
Telephone:  ___________________________________
Email:  _______________________________________

* Form and payment must be received to quality for special rate.

245 East Main Street | P.O. Box 162 | Amboy, Illinois 61310

815-857-2311

Return this form by Monday, Nov. 2, 2020
for this special subscription savings.

Take advantage of our Fall Savings Extravaganza by 
renewing or starting a subscription to your hometown 

newspaper at this reduced rate.

12 Month Subscription Sale!

09232020
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SPORTS

By Spencer 
Morrissey

Clipper 
Highlights

Mail
Phone: Call 844-330-2020 Online: 
Visit the Census website at 
https://my2020census.gov/

It's not too late--the Census is open through 
September 30, 2020.

The 2020 Census will influence our 
community's funding for Special education, 
Head Start, after-school programs, 
classroom technology, free and reduced-
price school lunches, and more.

You can respond by:

Need help? Have questions?
Call Lee County Health Department at 
815-284-3371 and we will assist!

Amboy Residents:
We need you for the 2020 Census!

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Leffelman & Associates:
Amboy 

815-857-2125
LaMoille 

815-638-2171
Sublette 

815-849-5219 09
16

20
20

Deer & Spring Turkey Deer & Spring Turkey 
Hunting OpportunityHunting Opportunity
For a chance at being selected to 

experience a hunt for deer or turkey 
in Lee County, send a letter stating 
general info and hunting experience 

about the person asking for the 
opportunity.

 This opportunity is targeted to  
people not having a place to hunt, 

children, etc.  
Include contact info and mail to:  

Chance 
P.O. Box 364, Amboy, IL 61310

09232020

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy • Dixon
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center
815-857-3625
www.fnbamboy.com

09
23

20
20

Golf
Jackson Brubaker

Tatum Stroh

Cross Country
Wyatt Lundquist
Brittney Mundell

Clipper Highlights: #14 Gordy Koch
This week’s Clipper 

Highlight is the 
first Clipper from 

the 1960s to be recognized. 
This week’s Clipper is Am-
boy through and through. It’s 
my honor to announce #14, 
Gordy Koch, as this week’s 
Clipper Highlight. 

Gordy was a 1961 grad-
uate of Amboy High School 
and a three year Varsity starter 
at running back and outside 
linebacker.

Long before the Big Riv-
ers was formed, Amboy 
belonged to the ILLOWA 
Conference. Teams from both 
Illinois and Iowa competed 
on the gridiron. There was no 
playoff system at that time, 
only the regular season. 

Six decades have passed 
since Gordy’s playing days as 
a Clipper but the memories 
remain. 

“My sophomore year 
Coach Goode called up the 
entire sophomore backfield,” 
Gordy stated. Gordy’s soph-
omore season was the Clip-
pers’ most successful season 
throughout his four years. 
The 1958 Clippers posted a 
5-2-1 overall record. The only 
tie coming against DeWitt, 
Iowa, 20-20. 

“I remember that game 
because Dewitt was pretty 
good. I caught a 40 yard 
pass to set up one of our 
touchdowns,” Gordy added. 

The other highlight that 
sticks out to Gordy is the 
tough loss to, eventual un-
defeated, Rock Falls. 

“We were the only team 
to score two touchdowns 
on them that entire season,” 
Gordy shared. Gordy record-
ed an impressive 13 solo 
tackles in the game. 

“We all played hard but 
sometimes we just didn’t 
have enough in the second 
half. We had maybe 15 of 
us on the team so most of us 
never left the field,” Gordy 
stated. 

This era of Clipper foot-
ball was undoubtedly differ-

ent. A lot of talented athletes 
who could have contributed 
immensely to Clipper success 
were unable to go out for 
football as they were needed 
on the farm or to work to help 
provide for their household. 

Gordy shared, “we all had 
jobs and were expected to 
help at home. If we wanted a 
letterman jacket or anything 
else we had to pay for it. 
Sometimes we would get 
called into Beggs’ to stock 
shelves at midnight.” 

A humbling statement for 
us younger Alumni to hear. 

Gordy had nothing but 
great words to speak of all 
his teammates. Gordy men-
tioned Don McCoy and my 
great Uncle, Dan Morrissey 
as being two of his teammates 
and high school friends. 

Fast forward roughly 20 
years. Gordy took on a dif-
ferent role as a Clipper. Not 
only did he raise two former 
Clippers (Gary and David 
Koch) but he was a member 
of the chain gang for Clipper 
home games. 

“I got a front row seat to a 
lot of great Clipper games,” 
Gordy shared. 

I was fortunate to speak to 
both Gary and David prior to 
this write up. 

Gary stated, “Dad loved 
watching us play in the 80’s 
and all of his grandchildren 
that followed.” Gary added, 
“Dad loves Amboy, the peo-
ple of Amboy, and Amboy 
Football.” 

David shared, “My son 
Kye will be a freshman this 
year at Amboy and he plans 
to wear #14 as my Dad did.” 

I can only imagine the 
tremendous amount of pride 
that brings to Gordy and the 
rest of the Koch family. 

I’ve been very fortunate 
to spend a lot of time with 
Gordy as he and I made up 
the “Sod Squad” (mowing 
crew) for the City of Amboy 
Maintenance Department 
many years ago. Some of 
the best days I’ve had in our 

beautiful community were 
spent laughing with Gordy 
and learning the rich history 
of Amboy and Amboy Foot-
ball.  Gordy is all Amboy 
and represents the very best 
pillars of our community and 
football program. Gordy’s 
dedication, hard work, and 
love for his family and com-
munity make him more than 
deserving of this highlight. 
Gordy’s caliber as a man is 
one to be emulated, as much 
as any of the great Clipper 

men of the past, who have 
lived their lives by those 
great qualities. 

So, to my good friend, 
#14, Gordy Koch, thank 
you for your contributions to 
Amboy Football. Thank you 
for the memories I’ll never 
forget. You are, without a 
doubt, an eminent figure of 
our Amboy Clipper com-
munity. Best of luck to your 
grandson, Kye, as he begins 
his Clipper career and carries 
on the Koch name on the 
gridiron. Sail on!

Spencer Morrissey, is a 
former resident of Amboy 
and 2009 graduate of Am-
boy High School. In April 
2020, he created a private 
Facebook group specifi-
cally for Amboy Clipper 
Football Alumni. To have 
played Amboy football for 
any period of time, 1 year 
or all 4 years, is the only 
membership requirement. 
The group features photos, 
stories, and memories of past 
Clippers and Clipper teams. 
The best feature of the group 
is every Friday, he highlights 
a former player.

#14 Gordy Koch
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli HoursAmboy Deli Hours

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday – 7 am – 9 pm
Friday-Saturday – 7 am – 10 pm

Sunday – 8 am – 8 pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Quaker Chewy 
Granola Bars 
Assorted 6.7 oz

Any 16” Single 
Topping Pizza

Food Club 
Saltine 
Crackers 
16 oz

Green Giant 
Potatoes 
10 lb bag

Green Bell 
Peppers

Cotton Candy 
Grapes

Mushrooms 
Whole or Sliced

Sale goes through Sept. 29, 2020
09232020

Food Club 
Green Beans, 
Corn or Peas 
14-15.25 oz

Oscar Mayer 
Lunchables 
2-4.5 oz

Cucumbers

Blue Bunny 
Loaded 
Sundaes 
8.5 oz

Shurfine or 
Food Club 
Ketchup 
24 oz

Kellogg’s Eggo 
Waffles or 
Pancakes 
8.4-16.4 oz

Hass Avocados

Bolthouse 
Baby Carrots 
1 lb bag

Snapple Tea 
Assorted 64 oz

New York 
Strip Steak

Fresh Ground 
Beef

Fritos or Cheetos 
6-9.25 oz Excludes Party or Family Size

Sugardale Bacon 
16 oz

Daisy Cottage 
Cheese 
24 oz

5 Alarm 
Smoke 
Sausage

Blue Bunny 
Ice Cream 
Assorted 46-48 oz

Green 
Cabbage

 “Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.” - Albert Camus
Sale Prices Valid Sept. 23-29, 2020 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

9999¢¢
ea.

6969¢¢
lb.

$$339999
lb.

Reg. Price $4.39 lb.

2/2/$$66
Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

$$559999
ea.

Reg. Price $6.49 ea.

$$334949
ea.

Reg. Price $4.29 ea.

$$669999
lb.

Reg. Price $8.49 lb.

$$889999
lb.

Reg. Price $12.99 lb.

$$449999
ea.

Reg. Price $6.19 lb.

2/2/$$22
Reg. Price $1.39 ea.

2/2/$$33
Reg. Price $2.39 ea.

$$559999
lb.

2/2/$$55
Reg. Price $3.19 ea.

6969¢¢
ea.

Reg. Price 99¢ ea.

2/2/$$22

2/2/$$55
Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

2/2/$$33
Reg. Price $2.19 ea.

$$339999
ea.

2/2/$$33

2/2/$$55
Reg. Price $3.29 ea.

2/2/$$44
Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

2/2/$$22 8989¢¢
ea.

$$119999
lb.

Reg. Price $3.29 ea.

$$889999
ea.

Reg. Price $.10.99 ea.

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

Golden Plump 
Chicken Pieces 
Drumsticks, 
Thighs or Wings
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