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MENDOTA – The Illinois 
FFA Degree is the highest 
honor that the Illinois As-
sociation FFA can bestow 
upon its members and is one 
of four degrees that an FFA 
member can earn during their 
high school career. This year, 
Mendota FFA Chapter Vice 
President Alison Schlesinger 
earned her State FFA Degree, 
which was presented during 
the 92nd Illinois FFA State 
Convention. The convention 
was held virtually this year 
throughout June and July due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sch les inger  i s  the 
daughter of Tod and Chris 
Schlesinger of Mendota. 
She maintained records on 
her meat chickens, her work 
as a groundskeeper at the 
Mendota Golf Course and her 
management of the Mendota 
FFA Greenhouse. She also 
received the DEKALB Ag-
ricultural Accomplishment 
Award, sponsored by Mon-
santo Company. This award 
is bestowed on one senior 
each year based on their 
excellence in academics, 
leadership and agricultural 
work experience.

Tod and Chris Schlesinger 
also earned their Honorary 
Chapter FFA Degree from the 
Mendota FFA Chapter. In ad-
dition, the entire Schlesinger 
family was recognized with 
the Blue & Gold Award, 
which is presented annually 
to a family “…for their work 
with and support of agri-

Officers of the Mendota FFA Alumni & Supporters met recently with the Schlesinger 
family to commemorate their honors. Left to right, are Cory Biers, treasurer; Tod 
Schlesinger; Chris Schlesinger; Alison Schlesinger; Megan Faber, vice president; and 
Brian Atherton, president. (Photo contributed)

Schlesingers receive top FFA honors
q State FFA Degree, Blue & Gold Award among the honors bestowed on Mendota family

cultural education and the 
Mendota FFA Chapter.” Both 
of Tod and Chris’s daughters 
were active participants 
in the chapter and earned 
their State FFA Degrees. 
Tod’s unique woodworking 
projects have been a major 
highlight of the Mendota 
FFA Alumni & Supporters 
Draw Down Auction the 
last several years. Their 
support has been greatly 
appreciated.

Students are able to earn 
their Greenhand and Chap-
ter FFA Degrees at the 
local level by completing 
agricultural coursework, 

establishing and maintaining 
a Supervised Agricultural 
Experience (SAE) project, 
actively participating in FFA 
activities, and participating 
in community service. The 
State FFA Degree is the third 
step on the way to earning the 
prestigious American FFA 
Degree, which is awarded by 
the National FFA Organiza-
tion to qualified high school 
graduates every October 
during the National FFA 
Convention & Expo.

The members and officers 
of the Mendota FFA Alumni 
& Supporters recognize the 
hard work that goes into 

earning this degree and have 
committed funds to provide 
each student earning their 
state degree with a $500 
grant.

The Mendota FFA Alum-
ni & Supporters meets at 7 
p.m. on the second Monday 
of the month from Novem-
ber to April. Membership is 
open to anyone who would 
like to support agricultural 
education and the FFA. To 
learn more about agricultural 
education, the Mendota FFA 
Chapter or the Mendota FFA 
Alumni & Supporters, please 
contact Matthew Meyer at 
Mendota High School.

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – More 
than 2 million Illinois 
voters have requested 
vote-by-mail ballots and 
more than 26,000 such 
ballots have already been 
returned, according to the 
Illinois State Board of 
Elections.

That means about a 
quarter of the state’s regis-
tered voters had requested 
vote-by-mail ballots as of 
Sept. 30. 

ISBE reported that 
2,077,594 ballots were 
requested, with 26,872 re-
turned and 55,751 persons 
having voted early. 

The number contin-
ues to grow as public 
health guidance advises 
against congregating in 
indoor places due to con-
cerns about the spread of 
COVID-19. Earlier this 
year, state lawmakers 
passed a law requiring 
election authorities to send 
applications for vote-by-
mail ballots to registered 
voters who voted in recent 
elections. 

Applications must be 
sent back to the election 
authority to receive a 
mail-in ballot. Many of 
the applications have al-
ready been distributed to 
voters, and vote-by-mail 
and early voting periods 
began several weeks ago.

Once the ballot is re-
ceived, it must be sent back 
to the election authority to 
be counted. While the new 
law for the 2020 election 
allows an election author-
ity to install drop boxes 
for the return of ballots, a 
spokesperson said only 54 
of the state’s 108 election 
jurisdictions have such a 
drop box.

Those who have re-
quested mail ballots but 

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The 
state announced Halloween 
COVID-19 guidance encour-
aging social distancing while 
trick-or-treating, and the gov-
ernor took questions in a virtual 
news conference last week.

Those passing out candy 
should maintain six feet 
from trick-or-treaters and 
wear proper face coverings, 
according to the guidance, 
and trick-or-treating should 
be done in groups with 
household members only.

Governor Pritzker issues state Halloween guidance

Dr. Ngozi Ezike, director 
of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, said house-
holds should consider leav-
ing individually wrapped 
candy on a table in driveways 
or in front of walkways to 
allow for social distancing 

“For anyone wearing a 

costume – whether a child or 
an adult – a costume mask is 
not a substitute for face cov-
ering,” Ezike said. “If face 
coverings are worn under the 
costume mask, please ensure 
that this does not create any 
breathing problems, and if it 
does, don’t discard your face 
covering. Put the costume 
mask aside.” 

Indoor haunted houses are 
not allowed, per Phase 4 state 
guidance, and IDPH sug-
gested open-air alternatives 
such as one-way haunted 
forests or haunted walks 

where social distancing can 
be maintained. 

At pumpkin patches, 
face coverings should be 
worn and hands sanitized 
before handling pumpkins. 
On hayrides, parties should 
be spaced six feet apart and 
they should not exceed 50 
percent capacity.

Also per Phase 4 guide-
lines, gatherings of more 
than 50 people or 50 per-
cent or more of a building’s 
maximum occupancy are 
prohibited, including for 
Halloween parties.

More than 2 million 
mail-in ballots are
requested in Illinois

change their minds and 
would like to vote in-per-
son instead have avenues 
to do so, according to 
ISBE spokesperson Matt 
Dietrich, who said there 
are safeguards in place to 
ensure no double voting 
occurs.

A voter who received 
a mail ballot but wishes 
to cast a ballot in person 
must surrender the ballot at 
an early voting location or 
polling place on Election 
Day and will be given a 
regular ballot.

A voter who does not 
surrender the ballot must 
cast a provisional ballot. 
Provisional ballots are 
not counted until all the 
mail ballots have been 
processed and it is assured 
that the voter’s ballot is not 
among them.

According to Dietrich, 
if someone has requested 
but not yet received their 
mail ballot and wants to 
vote in-person, the voter 
can sign an affidavit at 
the polling place or early 
voting location attesting 
that they have not received 
a mail ballot. The voter 
will then be given a regular 
ballot.

“This happens most 
frequently with voters who 
request their mail ballot 
very late in the process 
and don’t receive it as of 
Election Day, though a 

q All requests must be received by Oct. 29

By Reporter staff
PERU – Illinois Valley PADS (IV PADS) 

has started season 29 in its care of the local 
homeless in LaSalle, Bureau and Putnam 
counties. The PADS shelters in Peru and 
Ottawa opened their doors on Aug. 15 with 
extended hours. PADS shelters are normally 
open from 5 p.m. to 9 a.m. daily, but during the 
COVID outbreak, the shelters are remaining 
open 24 hours.

Six weeks into its 29th season, Peru PADS 
reported being quite busy with 32 clients 
already being helped. In Ottawa, one month 
after opening, staff had already served 42 
individuals, six of which were children, and 
they reported housing between 20 and 25 

people at the shelter each night.  
IV PADS was founded by Sister Margaret 

Suerth in 1991. She began the organization’s 
compassion-
ate journey 
to help the 
homeless by 
placing mat-
tress pads on 
the floors of 
local church-
es and volun-

teers served food donated by local hospitals. 
Each night the pads were packed up and 
moved to new locations. 

From those humble beginnings, IV PADS 

now operates two shelters where homeless 
individuals who are at least 18 years of age, 
as well as families, are offered a secure place 
to stay each night along with three meals a 
day, laundry and shower facilities and various 
other services.

PADS’ comprehensive programs include 
individualized case management with 
goal-setting and a plan of action; onsite 
classes in job skills, computer skills, bud-

geting and parenting; a support group and 
Bible study; occasional transportation to 
appointments (not daily); and assistance 
with various needs such as applying for 
other social services, assistance with pre-
scriptions, and referrals to medical and 
mental health professionals.

Illinois Valley PADS opens shelters for the season
With an expansion project completed last year in Peru, that 
shelter now accommodates up to 66 individuals and the 
Ottawa shelter can house up to 51.

See PADS, Page A5
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Festival 56 theater for young audiences will continue in 2021 
PRINCETON - Festival 

56 in Princeton has received 
a grant from the Arts of 
Starved Rock Country Fund 
in support of “Polkadots,” a 
theater for young audiences 
production that was original-
ly planned for the Festival’s 
2020 summer season. The 
grant provides financial sup-
port for securing the rights to 
produce the play.

Since this year’s season 
was cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 crisis, the Festi-
val looks forward to bringing 
“Polkadots” to children and 
adults early next summer 
when the Festival kicks off 
its 2021 season.  

Inspired by the events of 
The Little Rock 9, “Polkad-
ots” serves as a history lesson 
for children, reminding them 
that individual differences 
make us awesome, not out-
casts. As the first Polkadot in 
her school, Lily feels hope-
less about being accepted 
until she meets Sky, a shy boy 
whose curiosity about her 
blooms into an unexpected 

pal-ship. 
Since 2018, Festival 56 

has included a theater for 
young audiences component 
in its season (“A Year with 
Frog” and “Toad, Pinkali-
cious: The Musical”). Fes-
tival 56 board president 
Ron McCutchan explained, 
“Exposure to theater at a 
young age increases em-
pathy - helping children to 
imagine the lives of others. 
It creates a stronger link to 
literature and reading. Both 
our previous shows were 
based on children’s books. 
And it makes theater and the 
arts relevant to their lives - in 
other words, Festival 56 is 
literally growing our audi-
ence. And hopefully, their 
parents might also purchase 
tickets later in the season for 
a night out!”

The Illinois Arts Council 
Agency and the National 
Endowment for the Arts also 
provide support for Festival 
56 to continue offering the-
ater for young audiences in 
north-central Illinois.

LOCAL AND AREA

KEEPING YOU HEALTHY

To schedule an appointment, call (815) 431-0435.

Dr. Leigh Ann Kowalski  
has joined our family to  
care for you.
Obstetrics & Gynecology

OSF Medical Group – Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Dr. Kowalski provides annual wellness exams and complete women’s 

health care, including:

• Abnormal menstrual cycles
• Breast health
• Endometriosis
• High-risk pregnancy 

• Hormone management
• Infertility
• Pelvic pain
• Urinary incontinence

1614 E. Norris Drive, Ottawa, Illinois

Thinking about buying a house?
Getting married or having a baby?

Confused about the best way to prepare for retirement?
Trust our knowledge and experience in money matters to expertly 

answer all of your financial questions. Whether you’re applying for
a home mortgage, comparing education savings plans or simply saving 

for the future, we have fiscal solutions to meet your unique needs. 

To discuss your financial concerns, stop in or schedule an 
appointment anytime. Our advice is always friendly and free! 

Money Questions Answered

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

NMLS#447018

•  AMERICANISM ESSAY WINNERS  •

See LEASE, Page A3

The Mendota Elks have announced their 2019/2020 Americanism Essay winners. This year’s Americanism 
Essay topic was, “What Does Freedom of Speech Mean to Me.” Three Holy Cross School students took top 
honors: Maren Atherton 1st, Nolan Hagenbuch 2nd and Emily Diaz 3rd. The three Mendota students were 
then honored with the same placement within the Elks Great Northwest District. (Photos contributed)

M. Atherton N. Hagenbuch E. Diaz

Rose Blume portrays Pinkalicious in last year’s theater 
for young audiences Festival 56 production. (Photo 
contributed) 

L.E.A.S.E. 
preschool 
screenings 
Oct. 13

MENDOTA - L.E.A.S.E. 
will hold preschool screen-
ings for Mendota District 
289 on Tuesday, Oct. 13 
at First United Methodist 
Church, 100 E. Sixth St., 
Mendota. The screenings 
are for children who were 
3 to 5 years old by Sept. 1 
and who are not currently 
enrolled in kindergarten. 
L.E.A.S.E. will screen key 
developmental areas such as 
motor development, speech, 
language, vision, hearing 
and general readiness.

Due to Covid-19 only one 
parent may bring the child. 
Parents and children must 
wear masks.

All children must be 
screened to be eligible for the 
Preschool for All Program. If 
a child is currently enrolled 

Beekeepers 
to meet in 
LaSalle

LA SALLE - The Illi-
nois Valley Beekeepers 
Association will hold 
their next meeting on 
Friday, Oct. 9 from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the LaSalle 
Knights of Columbus, 
209 Gooding St., La-
Salle. Please note the 
different location of this 
month’s meeting.

The October meeting 
will include the board 
election. Other topics 
to be discussed will be 
helpful to have your 
bees survive the winter. 
Masks will be required 
and social distancing 
restrictions followed.

Anyone who is inter-
ested in beekeeping and 
would like to learn more, 
please attend this IVBA 
meeting. Meetings are 
free and open to the 
public. 

Online Contact Tracer 
class available through 
Kishwaukee College this fall

MALTA - Kishwaukee College Workforce and Community 
Education will offer an online Contact Tracer class Nov. 1-14. 

Contact tracers are skilled, public health professionals who 
provide information regarding isolation/quarantine, testing 
and public health resources. They work with individuals who 
have been diagnosed or exposed to highly communicable 
diseases. The cost of the program is $50.

Contact tracers are trained to communicate respectfully 
and empathetically. In addition, they are trained to adhere to 
strict confidentiality and ethical standards as well as how to 
use technology to collect the required information. Participants 
will have the opportunity to practice their communication 
skills during the class.

Individuals who have been trained as contact tracers 
are in high demand in both the public and private sector, 
especially those who are bilingual. The average rate of pay 
is $20 an hour.

For more information on community education and 
short-term training at Kish or to register, visit kish.edu/
ce or contact Melissa Gallagher, coordinator of short-term 
training and continuing education, at mgallagher1@kish.edu 
or (815) 825-9466.
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Mendota Elks announce September Teens of the Month
MENDOTA - The Men-

dota Elks have announced 
their September Teens of 
the Month, Grace May and 
Jackson Lind.

Grace, a senior at Princ-
eton High School, is the 
daughter of Joan and Michael 
May. She is currently 10th 
in her class, has been on the 
honor roll all four years and 
a member of the National 
Honor Society her junior and 
senior years. 

She has been class trea-
surer all four years and was 
selected to be a delegate to 
the United States Senate 
Youth Program. She attend-
ed the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership conference on 
a scholarship, and after the 
conference was selected to 
be an Alumni Ambassador. 
For the past two years, she 
has attended State Senator 
Chuck Weaver’s Youth Ad-
visory Council. 

Grace has participated in 
basketball all four years and 
was in volleyball freshman 
through junior years. She 
also participated in softball 
as a freshman, track as a 
sophomore and tennis as a 
senior. As a junior, she was 
All-Conference Academics 
for basketball and volley-
ball, and as a sophomore, 
earned the Sportsmanship 
Award for both basketball 
and volleyball.

She has been in school 
plays since junior year and 
school musicals since soph-
omore year. As a senior, she 
was in the school’s Thespian 
troupe and was awarded Best 
Supporting Actor for her 
school’s production of “The 
25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.”

Grace has been in Chorus 
all four years. As a junior, she 
was in Mixed Chorus, Swing 
Choir and Girls Chorus and 
was selected to be a part of the 
Illinois All-State Choir. She 
has also been a member of 
Spanish Club since freshman 
year, FFA since junior year 
and has been involved with 
the Freshman Orientation 
Mentoring Program the past 
two years. She volunteers 
at youth basketball camps 
during the summer and helps 
at the Performing Arts Center 
box office in Princeton. 

She enjoys learning and 
playing guitar, learning 
about government and being 
politically active, listening 
to podcasts and TedTalks 
and watching movies. She 
has also begun to try her 
hand at embroidering. She 
is employed as a cashier at 
Ace Hardware in Princeton.

Jackson Lind, a senior at 
Bureau Valley High School, 
is the son of David and Candy 
Lind. He is ranked 1st in his 
class and has been on the 

honor roll all four years. He 
has also been in the National 
Honor Society his junior and 
senior years.  

Jackson was vice-presi-
dent of his class as a sopho-
more, as a junior was Student 
Council treasurer and has 
been a member of Student 
Council since freshman 
year. He has participated in 
school plays and musicals 
since sophomore year. He 
helped build, paint and de-
sign the sets and props and 
was the head of the technical 
equipment. He has also been 
in Drama Club since sopho-
more year.

He participated in band, 
marching band, concert band 
and pep band freshman year 
and was in the Three Rivers 
Athletic Conference Musical 

Festival.
Jackson has participated 

in baseball and golf since 
freshman year, played bas-
ketball as a freshman and as 
a senior, was captain of the 
golf team.

Jackson has been in FCA 
since freshman year, was on 
the Scholastic Bowl Team 
sophomore year and has been 
in Spanish Club and Renais-
sance Club since sophomore 
year. While in Spanish Club, 
he was secretary as a soph-
omore and vice-president as 
a junior. He also helped as a 
math tutor sophomore year 
and was in the Peer Mentor 
Mentee Program junior year.

Jackson helps at church 
by running the sound board 

LOCAL AND AREA

The Following Financial Institutions Will Be Closed

Columbus Day
October 12, 2020
Financial Plus Credit Union

(815) 539-3444
Member NCUA - ESI

•••
Eureka Savings Bank

(815) 539-5656
Member FDIC

•••
First State Bank

(815) 538-2265
Member FDIC

•••
Midland States Bank

(815) 539-9346
Member FDIC

Carl’s Quiz
Never pick up a pumpkin from the 

stem. True or false?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Babies born in 
the fall (September through December) are more 

likely to excel in school, according to a UK Depart-
ment of Education report.

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

See ELKS, Page A4

Brought to  you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

in the Mendota District 
Preschool for All Program, 
he/she does not need to be 
screened again. Applications 
for Mendota District 289 
Preschool for All will be 
available at the screenings.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, call the L.E.A.S.E. 
office at (815) 433-6433.

Continued from Page A2

LEASE

J. LindG. May

DAR to meet Oct. 10 at Lock 16, LaSalle
LA SALLE - The October meeting of 

National Society Daughters of American 
Revolution will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 10 at Lock 16, 754 First St., LaSalle.

Lunch will be available via menu after the 
meeting. Any woman 18 years of age or older 
with an ancestor who served in the Ameri-
can Revolution is eligible for membership. 

Lineage assistance is available upon request.
Guest speaker  Kathleen Hughes, District 

II Director of NSDAR, will speak on the topic 
“Combat Boots to High Heels.” Guests are 
welcome. Social distancing and masks will 
be required.

For more information, please contact 
Linda Sigmon Byrd at (815) 538-4166.

Muzzleloaders group to hold 
open house weekend events

FRANKLIN GROVE - The public is invited to the 
Chaplin Creek Muzzleloaders’ open house on Saturday 
and Sunday, Oct. 17-18 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Chaplin 
Creek Village in Franklin Grove. The event will include 
a period camp to visit and observe how our ancestors 
survived and see the implements they used. The Black-
smith shop will be open with demonstrations on Saturday 
and Sunday. Masks must be worn at the event. 

The sixth annual “Pumpkin Shoot” will take place 
on Sunday, Oct. 18 at 11:30 a.m. Pumpkins are grown 
at the range, harvested and then lined up to see who can 
make a “face” on the pumpkin. The public is welcome 
to come and observe the marksmanship. Prizes will be 
awarded for first, second and third place for the best 
face shot into the pumpkins.

The event will also include a silent auction on various 
primitive paraphernalia and a 50/50 cash raffle. Among 
the items to be auctioned will be period muzzleloading 
accouterments and other muzzleloading era items. Bids 
may be submitted by e-mail to mrahk@comcast.net. The 
50/50 drawing and the silent auction will be held after 
the pumpkin shoot, around 1 p.m. on Oct. 18.

The Chaplin Creek Muzzleloaders are a group of 
local antique and historic gun collectors that call their 
home Chaplin Creek Village in Franklin Grove. As a 
charter member of the The National Muzzle Loading 
Rifle Association, the Chaplin Creek Muzzle Loaders 
exist to “promote, support, nurture, and preserve our 
nation’s rich historical heritage in the sport of muzzle-
loading through recreational, educational, historical, and 
cultural venues such as match competition, gun making 
and safety, historical re-enactments, exhibits, museums, 
libraries, and other related programs.” Live shooting and 
meeting dates occur throughout the warm months of 
the year. The group is located in the historical Chaplin 
Creek Village, 1715 Whitney Road, Franklin Grove.

For information about the Chaplin Creek Muzzle-
loaders, including membership, please e-mail mrahk@
comcast.net. For more information, call (630) 664-6757.

Four Seasons Gardening offers free webinars
OTTAWA - The Univer-

sity of Illinois Extension’s 
Four Seasons Gardening 
Program, which focuses 
on environmental steward-
ship, home gardening, and 
backyard food production, 
will hold the next in its fall 
series of webinars on Tues-
day, Oct. 13 at 1:30 p.m. 

The public is invited 
to participate in this free 
webinar series. 

The October program 
is titled “Creating a Bottle 

Terrarium.” This session 
will explore the enclosed 
world of bottle terrariums, 
which are self-contained 
plant environments within 
glass. Join Horticulture 
Educator Bruce Black as 
he discusses terrariums, 
their needs, and how to 
create a bottle version of a 
terrarium.

The final topic in the 
fall series will be “History 
of Forest Pest Outbreaks 
in North America” and is 

scheduled for Tuesday, 
Nov. 17 at 1:30 p.m. 

Webinars are available 
for viewing from wherever 
individuals have internet 
access by pre-registering 
at go.illinois.edu/foursea-
sons. Recorded videos 
of these sessions can be 
viewed following the pro-
gram at go.illinois.edu/
fourseasonsrecordings. 

Please note that due to 

See SEASONS, Page A4
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Joan E. Norton
EARLVILLE - Joan E. Norton, 

87, of Sugar Grove passed away 
Sept. 26, 2020 at home in Sugar 
Grove. 

Visitation was held from 9-11 
a.m. on Oct. 3 at St. Theresa Catholic 
Church in Earlville with a Rosary 
at 10:30 a.m. and two musical 
selections offered in tribute by her 
grandchildren. The Funeral Mass 
began at 11 a.m. with Rev. Jean 
Tayoro officiating followed by burial at St. Theresa Cath-
olic Cemetery in Earlville. Protective masks were required 
in the church building and seating for Mass was limited to 
maintain safe distancing. Hanley-Turner-Eighner Funeral 
Home, Earlville handled the arrangements.

Joan was born Nov. 10, 1932 in Utica to Thomas and 
Elizabeth (Donahue) Harmon. She married John E. “Jack” 
Norton on June 20, 1953 in Earlville at St. Theresa Catholic 
Church, where she was an active parishioner since childhood. 
He preceded her in death.

Survivors include one brother, Thomas Harmon of Clear-
lake, Calif.; six children, Thomas (Susan) Norton of Carol 
Stream, Julia Norton of Mesa, Ariz., Mary Beth Norton of Mil-
waukee, Wis., Jane (Febronio) Norton of Chicago, Margaret 
(Duane) Norton-Rosko of Sugar Grove and Joseph (Nikole) 
Norton of Chicago; 18 grandchildren; two step-grandchildren; 
and seven great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; 
one daughter, Mary; two sisters, Donna Schrecengost and 
Marilyn Payne; and one brother, Robert Harmon. 

Joan grew up and spent most of her life in Earlville. As 
a member of Earlville High School’s graduating class of 
1950, she was a straight-A student in every year of school. 
However, college was not within her family’s reach, so she 
continued as a member of the local workforce. Beginning 
at age 13 as a pinsetter at Earlville’s bowling alley, she 
worked the rest of her life until retirement, including both 
part- and full-time work as she raised her family. Among 
her employers were the Earlville Leader Newspaper, where 
she began dating future husband Jack, Babcock Insurance 
Agency, R & H Supermarket, One Stop Foods (later Red 
Fox Supermarket), and she retired from Pioneer State Bank 
(aka National Bank of Earlville). Her life revolved around 
her faith, her marriage, her children, her extended family 
and her work, and later in life, her grandchildren, traveling 
the Midwest to support them in their academic, musical and 
athletic endeavors. She especially loved the trips she took 
around the U.S. with her children and grandchildren and as 
the guest of her brother, Bob on trips to New York, Ireland 
and Rome. Known by all as an exceptionally kind, giving 
and loving person, she will be missed dearly by her family 
and friends. May she rest in peace.

In lieu of flowers, kindly consider a gift in her memory 
to the Earlville Library District, the Earlville Community 
Historical Society, Earlville High School, or to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. For more information or to sign the online 
guest book, please go to www.EighnerFuneralHomes.com. 

Richard A. Erickson
LYNNWOOD, Wash. - Richard 

“Dick” A. Erickson, 86, of Lyn-
nwood, Wash., formerly of Mendota, 
passed away Sept. 28, 2020 at home 
surrounded by his family. 

A graveside family service will 
be held on Wednesday, Sept. 30 in 
Lynnwood. A memorial service will 
be planned for a later date at Alder-
wood Manor Community Church 
in Lynnwood. Purdy and Walters 
at Floral Hills Funeral Home of Lynnwood is assisting the 
family with funeral arrangements.

Dick was born March 26, 1934 in Chicago to George S. 
and Birdia K. (Lysland) Erickson. He married June L. Greener 
in LaSalle on Aug. 6, 1955 and they celebrated 65 years of 
marriage in August.

Survivors include his wife; three daughters, Lynn (Glenn) 
Holly of Parker, Colo., Pamela Erickson of Parker, Colo. 
and Andrea Langkow of Prescott Valley, Ariz.; one sister, 
Virginia (Dwain) Dial of Davenport, Fla.; three brothers, 
Keith (Gene) Erickson of Port Byron, Joel (Marian) Erickson 
of Moline and Dean (Marcia) Erickson of Aledo, Texas; and 
one granddaughter, Hope Langkow of Birmingham, Ala.

Dick was the oldest of five children. He first started to play 
trombone at age 8, learning from his dad who also played. 
He continued playing trombone in school bands through 
high school and in brass ensembles. He began school in 
Chicago and as a child, moved with his family to Ottawa, 
where he finished his schooling and graduated from Ottawa 
High School in 1952. Before his retirement, he owned and 
operated Erickson Signs, where he did custom sign painting 
and pin striping. He applied his craft primarily in the auto-
motive industry and striped many vintage cars, boats and 
motorcycles. He and June spent many winters enjoying the 
sunny weather of south Texas where he enjoyed playing his 
trombone in a community band. He also enjoyed painting 
as a hobby and created many pieces that are treasured by 
family members. He continued using his artistic talents on 
two overseas mission trips to Haiti and again in Peru, South 
America, where he painted signs for local mission groups.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Gideon’s 
International, https://www.gideons.org/donate. 

Kenneth E. Cradduck 
STEWARD - Kenneth E. Crad-

duck, 82, of Steward passed away 
peacefully Oct. 1, 2020 at Heritage 
Health Hospice Home in Mendota.

Due to the coronavirus, there was 
a private funeral service on Oct. 6 
at Restland Cemetery in Mendota 
with Pastor Ken Foster officiating.

Kenneth was born Oct. 20, 1937 
in Mendota to Earl and Erma (Mit-
tan) Cradduck. He married Lonnie 
Grover on June 28, 1975 in Big Rock. She preceded him 
in death.

Survivors include two sons, Leroy (Sheila) Cradduck 
of Oak Harbor, Wash. and Dante Cradduck of California; a 
sister-in-law, Marilyn Grover of DeKalb; a niece, Chantel 
(Jim) Jones of Peoria; a nephew, Carson (Vicky) Cradduck of 
Mount Prospect; and several more nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and grandchildren. He was a proud grandpa to “his boys,” 
grandsons Gabriel, Alexander, Lukas and Henry Johnston.

He was preceded in death by his wife; his parents; his 
father- and mother-in-law, Ike and Elizabeth (Morris) Grover; 
one brother, Dennis; and a sister-in-law, Anita.

Kenneth was a 1955 graduate of Paw Paw High School. 
Right after graduation he worked as a packer at General 
Electric in DeKalb for a couple of years. He farmed together 
with his brother for over 40 years near Paw Paw, retiring in 
2003. During that time, he also maintained the gravel roads 
in his township. He loved to drive and he took any oppor-
tunity to be behind a tractor - helping to fill a pothole after 
a heavy rainstorm, plowing neighbors’ driveways free after 
a snowfall, or helping his daughter-in-law pull her car out 
of the ditch. He enjoyed collecting die-cast tractors, trucks 
and pretty much anything that had a John Deere emblem on 
it. He was a regular at the local coffee spot in the mornings 
and loved to be around friends and meet new people. He 
never missed a school musical, winter concert or other school 
event, especially when his grandchildren were involved in 
them. He was also an enthusiastic gardener, finding joy in 
tending to his vegetable plants and sharing them amongst 
family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the First 
Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw. Please visit www.Torman-
FuneralHome.com to sign the online guest book.
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Gigi L. Greer
EARLVILLE -Gigi L. Greer, 58, 

of Earlville, passed away unexpect-
edly Oct. 2, 2020 at OSF Saint Paul 
Medical Center, Mendota.

Visitation will be from 5-7 p.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 8 at the Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota. Masks 
are required. Cremation rites will 
be accorded afterward and private 
burial will be at a later date.

Gigi was born July 15, 1962 in 
Sandwich to Frederick and Lois (Ziegler) Hund.

Survivors include her mother, Lois Hund of Kaneville; 
two sons, Cornelius “C.J.” (Kelsey) Greer of Mendota and 
Nelson (Jenny) Greer of North Aurora; one sister, Cindy 
Moffitt of Kaneville; one brother, Chad Hund of Kaneville; 
two grandchildren, Zaden Greer and Brenley Greer; and the 
father of her children, James Greer of Earlville.

She was preceded in death by her father.
Gigi was an amazing mother and grandmother whose only 

hobby in life was making her family happy. She loved nothing 
more than spending time with her children and grandchildren. 
She will be missed every day. We love you GoGo.

Memorials may be directed to the family.

during morning church ser-
vices and helps lead the 
junior high youth group at 
his church. 

He helps supervise the 
children’s yard games at 
Fall Fest in Walnut and helps 
set up the “Music on Main” 
concerts in Walnut. He has 
helped the elderly clean up 
their yards after big storms, 
has led cookouts to fundraise 
for the high school golf team 
and helped host Vacation 
Bible School at his church 
and on a mission trip to 
Romania. 

He helped lead an af-
terschool program and the 
annual Christmas fun day for 
youth, helped run technical 
equipment for multiple dra-
ma productions for elementa-
ry school shows and assisted 
in supervising children at the 
annual “Jingle All the Way” 
Christmas Youth Day to al-
low parents to go shopping 
while watching their kids.

Jackson enjoys playing 
cards and board games with 
his family and grandparents. 
He enjoys golf, mini golf and 
swimming with his friends 
kayaking and attending 
Youth Group at his church. 

the COVID-19 pandemic, 
all local county offices are 
currently unable to offer 
viewing options at those 
locations.

Each session is free to the 

public. Advance registration 
is needed. 

Call the LaSalle County 
office for more details at 
(815) 433-0707 or e-mail 
Extension Program Coor-
dinator Meg Overocker at 
meo@illinois.edu.  

MASS schedules outreach assistance 
EARLVILLE - Beverly Dunfrund, out-

reach specialist for Mendota Area Senior 
Services (MASS), will be at the Earlville 
Library District in Earlville from 1 to 3 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Oct. 21. 

In the morning, Dunfrund will be at the 
Adams Township Building in Leland from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Face masks are required 
at both locations. 

Dunfrund will assist any persons over 

the age of 60, as well as individuals under 
60 who have a disability, in obtaining access 
to services available in this area, applying 
for programs or simply answering their 
questions. 

Feel free to drop in any time during those 
hours. No appointments are necessary. 

Anyone with further questions should 
contact the MASS office at (815) 539-9673, 
(815) 539-7700, or toll free 1-800-535-5970.

John W. Deaner 
MENDOTA - John W. Deaner, 77, formerly of Mendota, 

passed away Sept. 30, 2020 at his home in Sierra Vista, Ariz.
Private graveside services will be held at Restland Cem-

etery, Mendota. Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota assisted 
the family.

John was born Oct. 25, 1942 in Mendota to Willard and 
Elizabeth “Betty” (Woods) Deaner.

Survivors include one sister, Mary Ellen Ensor of Mendo-
ta; two nieces, Laura and Michelle; and one nephew, Chad.

He was preceded in death by his parents and two brothers, 
Lynn and Clayton.

John was a 1960 graduate of Mendota High School. He 
studied photography and landscaping. His hobbies were 
fishing and gardening, especially plants and vegetables.

Memorials may be directed to the family.
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voter can do this anytime as 
long as they haven’t received 
the ballot,” he said.

Voters using this method 
are instructed to discard the 
mail ballot if it arrives, but if 
they do sign and return it for 
voting, they’re committing 
vote fraud and are subject 
to Class 3 felony charges, 
Dietrich said.

Gov. JB Pritzker was 
asked at a virtual news 
conference if he had any 
concerns about rhetoric 
from President Donald 
Trump in the recent pres-
idential debate in which 
Trump continued to raise 
questions about the validi-
ty of a November election 
that has already smashed 
mail-in voting records in 
many states. 

Pritzker said he would 
feel “confident in the system 
we have” if he were voting 
anywhere in the state, not-
ing that the new law has 
made the process “safer 
and easier.”

“We’ve had vote-by-
mail in Illinois for some 
number of years,” he said. 
“And so there’s, I think, a 
reasonable high confidence 
level of people who have 
done it have done so suc-
cessfully. We have not had 
situations of voter fraud in 
Illinois caused by vote by 
mail.” 

All mail-in ballot re-
quests must be received by 
Oct. 29 ahead of the Nov. 
3 election, but officials 
recommend submitting 
requests earlier to ensure a 
ballot is received by Elec-
tion Day.

Returned ballots must 
be postmarked by Nov. 3 
and received by the local 
election office by Nov. 17 
in order to be counted.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspa-
pers statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.)

Each client at the PADS shelter is provided a bunk, locker, storage tote and laundry basket. (Photo contributed) 

Statistically, from Aug. 
15, 2019 through July 31, 
2020, PADS reported serving 
349 individuals, of which 84 
were children. They served 
34,136 meals and assisted 60 
individuals in finding new 
jobs. A homeless person slept 
in a PADS bed 14,035 times 
during the past season.

Additional services such 
as classes, life skills and 
case management were also 
provided to clients during 
the past season. Reflections 
classes were attended 388 
times, transportation to med-
ical or legal appointments 
was provided 470 times, 
staff worked on life skills to 
help clients achieve self-suf-
ficiency 9,347 times, 2,121 
clothing items were provid-
ed, 1,667 household items 
(furniture, small appliances, 
towels and other essentials) 
were provided as clients 
moved to new homes, and 
104 new homes were found.

Other helpful assistance 
given to clients included 
83 prescriptions filled, four 
eyeglasses provided, 14 gov-
ernment issued cell phones, 
30 birth certificates obtained 
and 16 Social Security cards. 

PADS also works close-
ly with many other local 
organizations by making 
referrals. These included 
305 housing referrals, 30 
for mental health, 20 for 
substance abuse and 102 for 
health and dental. 

Facilities
With an expansion project 

completed last year in Peru, 
that shelter now accommo-
dates up to 66 individuals and 
the Ottawa shelter can house 
up to 51. Both locations have 
a dormitory style facility with 
separate areas for men and 
women within the building. 
They also offer family rooms 
so family units may remain 
together while at the shelter. 
Children must remain under 

the care of a parent/guardian; 
child care services are not 
provided.

Lily Pads Resale
For 15 years, Lily Pads 

Resale Boutique of Peru has 
provided significant financial 
support to shelter operations, 
along with furnishings and 
household items for clients 
moving out of homelessness. 
Lily Pads Too in Ottawa was 
added to meet the increased 
growth and needs of the 

homeless population. All 
proceeds from the resale 
shops benefit the shelters 
including some donations 
being given directly to home-
less clients. 

The Lily Pads donation 
center in Peru has now re-
sumed full-time hours, Mon-
day through Saturday from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. (same as the store 
hours). Donations of gently 
used household items, decor, 
shoes, jewelry, clothing etc. 

may be brought to the dona-
tion center any time during 
those hours. A list of accepted 
and non-accepted items is 
posted at http://ivpads.com/
lily-pads-donations/

For information about 
volunteering or donating 
to IV PADS, please visit 
its website at www.ivpads.
com. The Peru shelter is 
located at 1320 Menards 
Drive, Peru; phone (815) 
224-3047.

Ballot
Continued from Page A1

TRIUMPH – The new season of 
bluegrass, gospel and country music 
will begin on Saturday, Oct. 10 at the 
Ophir Community Building in down-
town Triumph. The music will play 
from 6-10 p.m. These jams will hope-
fully continue on the second Saturday 
of each month through May 2021.

There are several new restrictions 
for the music jams this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Admission will 
be limited to 50 persons. Masks will 
be required to be worn at all times. 
Social distancing will be required for all 
seating. There will be no concessions. 
No food or drinks will be provided and 
none are to be brought into the building. 
These rules must be strictly adhered to 
or the jams will not continue.

Donations will be accepted as always 

By RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — The Illinois Department of Agri-
culture announced that $5 million in business recovery 
grants is available for the state’s livestock industry.

Livestock producers and small meat and poultry 
plants impacted by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
are eligible to receive the grants, and the application 
period is open through Oct. 31.

The funding is a part of the state’s coronavirus 
relief initiative, the Business Interruption Grants pro-
gram, which uses federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security, or CARES Act money in targeted 
disbursements for Illinois industries.

Livestock-involved firms can access the funds through 
three IDOA programs.

First is the Swine Depopulation Program, which 
covers up to $10,000 in expenses for depopulating 
and disposing of livestock in response to coronavirus 
disruptions to the market on or after April 15.

The second is the Agriculture Business Interruption 
Program, which covers monetary losses and expenses 
up to $10,000 for livestock producers who were forced 
to hold livestock or livestock-related products due to 
COVID-19 between April 15 and May 15.

The third is the Meat and Poultry Capacity Program, 
which covers operating and facility improvement costs 
associated with COVID-19 shutdowns or mitigating 
capacity reductions for businesses with 60 or fewer 
employees, up to $25,000.

Online applications for grants are available at apps.
agr.illinois.gov/AGR-CARES/. Questions about the 
programs or the application can be emailed to  agr.
grants@illinois.gov

“These dollars enable farmers’ continuity of opera-
tions while providing our small meat and poultry plants 
the ability to make necessary improvements to expand 
animal throughput and capacity,” Jerry Costello II, acting 
director of IDOA, said in a news release.

Application period open for $5 million 
in grants for Illinois livestock farmers

for the enjoyment of an evening of good music and 
fellowship. They are used for maintenance of the 
building. Several changes have been made and more 
are planned with these donations.

The sound system will be provided by Tom 
Gerber. For more information, call Jay Allen at 
815-488-9154.

Music jams returning to Triumph on October 10th
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By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – Pregnancy is just a natural part 

of life; unfortunately some employers haven’t figured 
that out yet.

A number of years ago I was in management for 
a news organization when a reporter I had just hired 
announced she was pregnant. I congratulated her and 
passed word up the chain of command.

I was stunned by the reaction of my boss.
“She deceived us, Scott. If she was going to get 

pregnant, she should have told us before we offered 
her a job.”

He wanted me to fire her.
I refused, but I knew my intransigence on the matter 

could cost me my job. Instead, I spent months being 
harangued on a near daily basis by the head of my or-
ganization about how I ought to fire the woman.

Eventually, the person gave birth, took a short mater-
nity leave and returned to the office to be a productive 
employee. She never knew the discussions taking place 
between those above her.

That experience changed how I viewed pregnancy 
in the workplace.

Before this experience, I couldn’t imagine a busi-
ness hassling an employee for being pregnant. And my 
default position on government regulation of business 
has always been less is better. 

But you live and learn. I was naïve. And I was wrong.
That is why I’m pleased to see the U.S. House of 

Representatives passed the Pregnant Workers Fairness 
Act earlier this month.

If the act becomes law, employers with more than 15 
employees would have to make reasonable accommoda-
tions for pregnant workers. Also, pregnant workers could 
not be denied employment opportunities or retaliated 
against for requesting a reasonable accommodation. And 
in most circumstances, they could not be forced to take 
paid or unpaid leave. 

One of the bills co-sponsors is U.S. Rep. Cheri Bustos, 
D-Moline, who says she has personally felt the sting of 
discrimination.

“Like many women, I have seen the impact that 
it can have on a career when an employer refuses to 
consider accommodations for a pregnancy,” she said. 
“Years ago, when I was still early in my career, I was 
up for a promotion. At the time, I had two children at 
home. During my interview, I was asked if I had child 
care and if I planned to have more children. I replied that 
I had everything in my personal life in the right place.

“Despite having more experience, an excellent track 
record and having been with my employer longer, weeks 
later it was announced that I did not get the promotion. 
The person who did was single, with no children at 
home.” 

Bustos asked that I not identify the employer where 
this happened. That’s understandable. No one wants to 
talk badly about a former employer. And that’s why I, 
too, have held off on identifying the firm where I had 
my bad experience.

But an interesting aspect of Bustos’ situation was that 
it was a female supervisor who questioned her about 
whether she planned another pregnancy. In my case, 
the pressure to fire a pregnant worker came from a man. 

Discrimination can come from all quarters. 
And that is why we need laws protecting pregnant 

workers.
(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and 

a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com.)

Protecting pregnant workers

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Oct. 6, 2004.)
By Jessica Nashold

It was 75 years ago, on Oct. 16, 1929, 
that a bronze plate was attached to the 
memorial stone for Wild Bill Hickok in 
the smallest state park in Illinois. The 
stone is on the site of his birthplace, in 
Homer, later renamed Troy Grove. The 
plate contains an abbreviated account of 
the reasons he is remembered to this day.

James Butler “Wild Bill” Hick-
ok, pioneer of the great plains, 
born here, May 27, 1837, as-
sassinated at Deadwood, Aug. 
2, 1876. Served his country, as 
Scout and spy in the western 
states, to preserve the Union. 
Equally great was his service 
on the frontier, as express mes-
senger and upholder of law and 
order. He contributed largely 
for making the West a safe place 
for women and children. His 
sterling courage was always at 
the service of right and justice. 
To perpetuate his memory, this 
memorial is erected by the State 
of Illinois, A.D. 1929.
Further details of Wild Bill’s life have 

been made part of an exhibit in the south 
room of the Hume Carnegie Museum. 
Items preserved by the Hickok family 
were made available to the museum 
when it opened.

Hickok is also feted in Deadwood, on 
the anniversary of his assassination, in 
August. This year (2004), his principal 
biographer, Joseph G. Rosa of Middle-
sex, England, spoke there.

***
For a number of years, in the 

1920s, The Mendota Reporter carried 
excerpts from the diary of a World 
War I veteran. They were signed 
“Mendota Jack,” and the identity of 
the author was not disclosed. Finally, 
in 1929, as he was preparing to move 
to Galesburg, it was revealed that 
the diarist was J.E. Ausland. He has 
been employed by the Burlington in 
Mendota for a few years, and was now 
being transferred.

His identity was made public 
during an “Alibi Ike” show at 
the Elks.

***
It was in 1929, after scoring victories 

in their first two games under new coach 
Rufus E. Dewitz, that the Mendota High 
team was labeled Dewitzmen. Bob 
Friedlein was captain and Rich Phalen 
was quarterback. The Neuman brothers, 
Bob and Bill, were on that team.

The Dewitzmen were tied twice 
that season, but never defeated. 
The record stands.

***
Charles E. Walgreen, referred to as 

“the multimillionaire head of the drug 
chain,” purchased “a magnificent estate 
on the Rock River in Dixon.” The deal 
was closed on Oct. 3, 1929. Mr. Wal-
green flew to Dixon in his “amphibious 
Sikorsky plane” to sign the papers.

Walgreen shared the beauty of 
his acquisition with the public.

***
H.W. Billhorn began excavating a 

basement on the southeast corner of 
Washington Street and Thirteenth Av-
enue in October 1929. It was next door 
to his house, which faced Washington 
Street. As the other three corners of 
that intersection were occupied by gas 
stations (Prescott Brothers, Shell and 
Standard), it was known as “gasoline 
corners.” The new building was a sand-
wich shop, but later became a real estate 
office, and was moved to the east side.

Later still, Gulf Oil opened a 
station on that southeast corner.

***
Clark Seyller, who operated an 

airport across the road from Kakusha 
Park, announced he had accepted a 
position with the Cannon Ball Garage. 
Nevertheless, he would still make flights 
from the airport, by appointment.

He will also carry passengers on 
Sundays, as usual.

***
Dore Schmidt sent information about 

farm organizations to The Mendota Re-
porter. He added his own endorsement 
of the organizations.

It is no use to run around in cir-
cles all the time, and get nowhere.
Organizations provided the advan-

tage of combined action.
***

W.G. Van Etten reported to fellow 
Kiwanis members at an October 1929 
meeting that whenever he visited state 
or county highway departments, he was 
“besieged with questions.” Department 
heads wanted to know when action could 
be expected on a subway under the Bur-
lington tracks at the Thirteenth Avenue 
crossing. Since the highway department 
has the funds, and the Burlington is 
waiting to go ahead – 

It seems to be up to Mendota.
Van Etten felt we should not wait 

until there is an accident at the crossing 
before acting on a subway.

***
It was reported on Oct. 17, 1929, 

that Dr. Dean Mosher had arrived in 
Mendota that very week. His dental 
equipment had arrived from Chicago, 
as well.

He will soon be ready for busi-
ness.
SIDETRACK – Dr. Mosher 
opened on the second floor of the 
Waldorf building, in space previ-
ously occupied by Kieselbach’s 
law office. He married a Mendota 
girl, Lillian Zapf, and was active in 
community affairs. He continued 
his dental practice until he retired, 
some 50 years later.

***
During the Prohibition Years, 

Charles Miller conducted a soft drink 
parlor in the basement under Fischer’s 
grocery, at the corner of Washington 
Street and Illinois Avenue. In October 
1929, he moved his business to South 
Main Street, where he had a rooming 
house. Since prohibition was still in 
effect, it was still a soft drink parlor.

Hickok memorialized in Troy Grove – 1929
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

SECRETARY OF STATE
Jesse White (D), 213 State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62706, 

telephone toll free in Illinois (800) 252-8980, outside Illinois 
(217) 785-3000.

ILLINOIS SENATORS
Brian Stewart (R), 45th District, Dixon office, 629 Galena 

Ave., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 284-0045; Springfield 
office, 103B State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone 
(217) 782-0180.

Sue Rezin (R), 38th District, Local office, 350 Fifth St., 
Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax 
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office, 309J Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217) 
782-7818. 

Chuck Weaver (R), 37th District, State Capitol office, 
M103A State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-1942, fax (217) 782-9586; Peoria office, 5415 University 
St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614, telephone (309) 693-4921, 
fax (309) 693-4923.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES
Tom Demmer (R), 90th District, District office, 105 E. 

First St., Suite 110, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office, 314 Capitol Building, Springfield, 
IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; e-mail demmer@
ilhousegop.org.

Lance Yednock (D), 76th District, District office, 628 
Columbus St., Suite 204, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
324-5055; e-mail staterepyednock@gmail.com; Springfield 
telephone (217) 782-0140. 

Daniel M. Swanson (D), 74th District, Springfield office, 
240-W Stratton Office Building, Springfield, IL 62706, tele-
phone (217) 782-8032, fax (217) 557-0179; District office, 
536 Oxford Ave., Suite D, Woodhull, IL 61490, telephone 
(309) 334-7474, fax (309) 334-8000.

PUBLIC SERVANTS

By Rich Lowry
For many progressive opinion-makers, the only way to 

save the Supreme Court is to destroy it.
They believe the best response to the Republican-held 

Senate confirming a Trump nominee to fill Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s seat on the Supreme Court is to pack the Court 
if Democrats win in November. Holding out the court-pack-
ing threat, they argue, also might give Republicans second 
thoughts about filling the vacancy.

For the Democrats, court-packing would be a murder-sui-
cide. It would end the Supreme Court as we know it, and 
almost certainly bring a swift and decisive end to Democratic 
congressional majorities. There’s a reason Republicans aren’t 
taking the threat seriously in their calculations.

No matter how infuriated a party is, the rules of political 
gravity still apply. A president is at the high point of his power 
at the outset, steadily losing juice over time.

Would Biden spend precious capital on court-packing early 
in his presidency? If so, voting, green energy and health care 
legislation would take a back seat.

If, instead, all of that legislation went first, then court-pack-
ing would be pushed toward the back of the line, when Biden 
would have diminished clout for the political fight of a lifetime. 

The question of timing would enter in another way. If 
Democrats managed to add Court seats in the second year 
of a Biden presidency, how much time and political capital 
would they have left to fill them before the midterms? If 
Republicans took back the Senate, they certainly wouldn’t 
fill them.

And, of course, when Republicans hold the presidency 
and Congress again, they’d add their own seats or subtract 

the Democratic ones, making the entire exercise a nullity.
It’s also true that, as a general rule, big changes happen in 

our system when a party makes a sustained public case for 
them prior to an election. Very few elected Democrats are 
willing to come out in favor of packing the court, and Biden 
the other day pointedly refused to endorse it.

Making court-packing the major initiative of his presi-
dency would be an awkward fit for Biden. It would validate 
the critique of him as weak and prone to getting pushed 
around by the left. It would blow up his hope to bring some 
normality back to Washington. It would inexorably make 
the destruction of the legitimacy of the Supreme Court part 
of his legacy, when he imagines himself an institutionalist.

The argument that Republicans have already “packed the 
court” is a false equivalence. Yes, Republicans have used 
hardball tactics to keep open, or now to try to fill, vacancies. 
But these seats opened up in the natural course of events. 
They weren’t conjured out of nowhere in a fit of pique or 
vengeance.

It’s easy to pound the table and demand an incredibly 
momentous change to our system when you don’t have 
power and don’t have to cope with the consequences. It’s 
another to act in the face of vigorous opposition and with 
nervous officeholders in marginal districts or states looking 
for a way out.

No matter how much progressives want elected Demo-
crats to write the ransom note, they aren’t going to take the 
Supreme Court captive next year, let alone kill the hostage.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

No, the Democrats won’t pack the court
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Gospel group to perform Oct. 25
AMBOY - The East 

Grove Union Church in 
rural Amboy will host The 
Assemblymen, a southern 
gospel men’s quartet, in 
concert at the church on 
Sunday, Oct. 25 at 6 p.m. 
A freewill offering will be 
received for their ministry 
expenses. 

A dessert buffet will 
follow the concert. All are 
welcome to attend. East 
Grove Union Church is lo-
cated at 449 Reuter Road, 
Amboy. For information, 
contact Pastor Rick Wulf 
at (815) 440-5321 or (815) 
376-6661. 

Gamma Phi Chapter holds 
installation of officers

PRINCETON - The Gam-
ma Phi Chapter of Delta 
Kappa Gamma International 
recently held a socially-dis-
tanced installation of officers 
that was supposed to take 
place last spring but was 
postponed until the fall. 
The installation took place 
outdoors at Zearing Park in 
Princeton. 

Officers installed includ-
ed Sue Bromme-Winger, 
president; Kelly Kessel, vice 
president; Pat Law, treasurer; 
and Ann Frels, recording 
secretary. Not present were 

Kathy Forristall, correspond-
ing secretary and Eleanor 
Walker, parliamentarian. 

The Gamma Phi Chapter 
of Delta Kappa Gamma 
International is an honorary 
education society with mem-
bers from Bureau, Henry, 
and Stark counties who are 
present or past educators. 
The organization meets on 
the third Wednesday of the 
month at 4 p.m. 

For more information, 
please contact Sue Brom-
me-Winger at suzie_b12@
hotmail.com.

LOCAL AND AREA

The Assemblymen

See Local News online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue &Wed 9-5 

Thurs Closed • Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4 09232019

Fall Heating 
Tune-Up

Get Your Furnace 
Cleaned and Checked 

at Grasser’s
We’ll make sure your 

system is running 
effectively & efficiently. 
Call for details and an 

appointment today, and 
beat the winter rush!

FREE ESTIMATES
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SUDOKU
EVERY WEEK
IN THE 

REPORTER
Brought to
you each
week by:

TOM MERWIN 
“GOLD STAR” 
EMPLOYEE AWARD

Remember when getting a  “Gold Star”  
meant you’d done a “Great Job”?  

IT STILL DOES!
We’re looking for that “Gold Star” 

Employee! Someone who makes you 
glad to do business in Mendota!

The MENDOTA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
THE MENDOTA REPORTER in a joint project, are seeking 

nominations from the customers of the retail, service 
and professional businesses in the community for that 

outstanding employee in Mendota!

This is your opportunity to recognize that kind, courteous, 
competent and efficient employee who cashes your check, fills 
your order, answers the phone, brings your food or processes 

your paperwork every day.

Nominations must come from the general public - The 
Customer - for this “Gold Star Employee.”

The winner will be determined by the board of directors of 
the Mendota Area Chamber from those nominations received, 

and their decision will be final. Winner will be announced.  
For questions, email Shelby Weide at  

sweide@mendotachamber.com.
(Store owners are not eligible.)

Past Winners 
of the 

Tom Merwin 
Gold Star 
Employee 

Award
1992 - Cheryl Thorne 
1993 - Hester Full
1994 - Joyce McDonald 
1995 - Barb Christopher
1996 - Jack Arkins 
1997 - Johnny Arteaga
1998 - Bob Francis
1999 - Sheila Bettner
2000 - Nellie Needs
2001 - Bob Barnett
2002 - Donna Johnson 
2003 - James “Stymie” 

Schmidt
2004 - Sherry Kuntzi 
 2005 - Steve Dinges
2006 - Jackie Emm
2007 - Ann Buchanan
2008 - Dave Fitzgerald
2009 - Rayanne Sester
2010 - Linda Basil
2011 - Carolyn Motter
2012 - Charlotte 

Delhotal
2013 - Lori Simonton & 

Sarah Dalton
2014 - Cheryl Barr
2015 - Rita Borelli & 

Wendy Letterly
2016 - Lynn Carbone
2017 -  Ashley Brooks
2018 - Colleen Myers 
2019 - Sidney Engels

I Think (Name) ___________________________________________________________  

at (Business) _____________________________________________________________  

Deserves a “Gold Star” because ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

(my name) ______________________________________________________________   
(my phone #) ____________________________________________________________

(we may call for additional information)
Nomination forms must be returned to the Mendota Area Chamber Office,  Box 620, Mendota, IL by Monday, October 19, 2020. You 

may also drop them in the water bill slot on Illinois Ave., or bring them into the office during the hours from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday through Friday. Past Gold Star Award Winners may be nominated, but are ineligible to win again.

09282020

09282020

DON’T LET 
THE FLU GET 
YOU DOWN!

Get your annual flu shot at  
Mendota Area Senior Center!

Monday, Oct. 12 
8:30 a.m. to noon

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota

Please register ahead by calling 
815-539-7700 or 815-539-9673.

Provided by St. Margaret’s Hospital.
Sponsored by Mendota Area Senior Services.

?

The Gamma Phi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma 
recently installed new officers, left to right, Sue Bromme-
Winger, president; Kelly Kessel, vice president; Pat 
Law, treasurer; and Ann Frels, recording secretary. 
Not pictured were Kathy Forristall, corresponding 
secretary and Eleanor Walker, parliamentarian. (Photo 
contributed) 

Local farmer directs ‘Farmers 
Grow Communities’ donation 
to Amboy High School FFA

LEE COUNTY – Lee 
County farmer Karen McCoy 
directed $2,500 to Amboy 
FFA through America’s 
Farmers Grow Communi-
ties, sponsored by the Bayer 
Fund. 

The FFA will use the funds 
to make a positive difference 
in the lives of students by 
developing their potential 
for premier leadership, per-
sonal growth and career 
success through agricultural 
education.

Celebrating its 10th year, 
America’s Farmers Grow 
Communities partners with 
farmers to support nonprofits 
that strengthen rural com-
munities. 

The program offers farm-
ers the chance to direct a 
$2,500 donation to a non-

profit of their choice. It has 
awarded more than $33 mil-
lion to over 8,000 nonprofits 
across rural America.

“A better life is Bayer’s 
goal. Farmers are invested in 
their communities, they root 
for their neighbors, and they 
know when and where there 
is a need,” said Al Mitchell, 
Vice President Corporate En-
gagement, Bayer. “Farmers 
are one of America’s best 
resources, which is why 
Grow Communities partners 
with them to direct donations 
to the organizations they are 
passionate about and that 
make a positive impact in 
communities.”

Learn more about Amer-
ica’s Farmers Grow Com-
munities at www.Americas-
Farmers.com.

Hike raises $15,394 to end hunger
OTTAWA - This year’s Hike to End 

Hunger was held at Dayton Bluffs Nature 
Preserve with 75 hikers taking part. The event, 
a fundraiser for Growing Hope Globally, took 
place on Aug. 29 and raised $15,394, which 
will be used to help people in rural Tanzania 
leave hunger behind. 

Along the hike, presenters were on hand to 
talk about native prairie restoration, forestry, 
Native American burial mounds, soils, and 
the Daniels Cemetery. 

The Hike raised $15,394 to help people 
improve their food production by teaching 
them to use conservation agriculture to 
overcome the effects of drought. A generous 
donor is matching the amount raised dollar 
for dollar. This program is sponsored by the 
Mennonite Central Committee. Learn more 
at growinghopeglobally.org

The hike was made possible with the help 

of Dayton Bluffs volunteers who assisted 
and hosted the event and the Conservation 
Foundation, which also provided support. 

The Hike was sponsored by the Earlville, 
Mazon-Western Springs, Somonauk Area, 
and Twin Rivers-Barrington Growing Proj-
ects.

For more information on the hike or on the 
growing projects, contact them at: Earlville 
Growing Project, Kurt Larson earlvillekurt@
gmail.com; Mazon-Western Springs Growing 
Project, Pat Mino pmino_99@yahoo.com; 
Somonauk Area Growing Project, Jerry and 
Toni Lundeen tjlundeen@gmail.com; or Twin 
Rivers-Barrington Growing Project, Kevin 
Nelson kc9fqe@gmail.com, John Garrity 
jgarrity54@gmail.com ; Paul Youngstrum at 
Paul.Youngstrum@yahoo.com or Growing 
Hope Globally organization, Eric Mattson 
eric@growinghopeglobally.org.

Tiny Barn Concert features regional 
musicians & Walnut Grove Farm Stew

KNOXVILLE - Historic 
Walnut Grove Farm will 
host fine regional musicians 
David Berchtold and Paul 
Hamilton in a Tiny Barn 
Concert on Saturday, Oct. 
10. Part of The Fall Concert 
Series at Walnut Grove Farm, 
the music will begin at 6 p.m.

Berchtold and Hamilton 
will team up to present blues 
and pop favorites as well 
as original works. A finger 
picking wizard, Berchtold 
has been playing acoustic 
guitar for more than 40 
years. Hamilton is a singer, 
song writer and production 
specialist who creates in his 
recording studio in Avon. 
Both musicians play a wide 
range of folk, rock, blues 
and pop. 

“A community treasure, 
Hamilton continues to share 
his music and talent with 
us all. We’re especially en-
thused about finger picking 
wizard David Berchtold 
teaming up with Paul for this 
mini Scenic Drive reunion,” 
commented Jan King of 
Walnut Grove Farm.

Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance at www.
barn-concerts.com. Walnut 
Grove Farm is located a 
half-mile north of Carr Street 
in Knoxville. Visit www.
walnutgrovefarm.com for 
more information.

For those who can’t 
be without the fall Scenic 
Drive Barn Fest, Tiny Barn 
Concerts were created. Only 
40 tickets will be sold for 
these by-invitation-only 
concerts. The event will be 
held in the National Register 
Farmstead’s barn with plenty 
of fall air. Social distancing 
will be observed in the barn. 
Masks are required for entry 
and when moving away from 
your group’s assigned area. 

In the tradition of Walnut 
Grove Farm’s Fall Drive 
offerings, Rich Wood will 
make and serve his famous 
open kettle stew with corn 
bread and apple cider. Ticket 

holders will be seated with 
those for whom they have 
purchased tickets. Tickets 
must be purchased in ad-
vance by 6 p.m. on Oct. 8.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

Stop In Today To Place Your Ad
703 Illinois Avenue • Mendota

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

Brought to you each week by

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I’m so excited to hear 
that the reality show “The 
Amazing Race” is coming 
back. It was always my 
favorite because it wasn’t 
just people bickering, and 
since I can’t afford to travel 
the world, watching “The 
Amazing Race” is the next 
best thing. How much longer 
do I need to wait for new 
episodes? -- S.B.

 A: The 32nd installment 
of “The Amazing Race” was 
actually filmed back in Novem-
ber 2018, but CBS is finally 
set to broadcast it beginning 
Wednesday, Oct. 14, at 9 p.m. 
ET. According to TVLine.
com, the globetrotting com-
petitors will touch down in 
Trinidad, France, Germany and 
Brazil, and include NFL stars 
DeAngelo Williams and Gary 
Barnidge and Olympic hur-
dlers Kellie Wells-Brinkley and 
LaVonne Idlette. Representing 
us average folk are paired-up 
siblings, couples, and a father 
and son duo.

***
Q: I was a fan of “Pan 

Am” and enjoy watching 
it again on Amazon Prime. 
What happened to the cast 
since it was canceled? They 
were great, but I haven’t seen 
them since the series. -- J.H.

A: “Pan Am,” named after 
the glamorous international 

M. Robbie

airline of the 1960s, lasted 
just one short season on ABC 
before it was canceled in 
2012. Sony Pictures Televi-

sion tried to 
get Amazon 
to pick it up 
for a second 
season, but 
t ha t  dea l 
didn’t work 
out.

The cast has done well 
since. Christina Ricci was 
already a household name 
before starring in “Pan Am” 
as stewardess Maggie Ryan 
and has since gone on to play 
Lizzie Borden in a miniseries. 
Next up for her is the survival 
drama “Yellowjackets” on 
Showtime, about a soccer 
team whose plane crashes. 

Michael Mosley, who 
played Ted Vanderway, has 
had regular roles on “Long-
mire,” “Castle” and “Ozark,” 
among others. Kelli Garner, 
who played Kate Cameron, 
starred as the tragic Marilyn in 
the miniseries “The Secret Life 
of Marilyn Monroe” and was 
in another one-season drama, 
“The Enemy Within,” which 
starred Jennifer Carpenter. 

The two most famous 
alumni of “Pan Am” are 
David Harbour and Margot 
Robbie. Harbour stars in the 
hit series “Stranger Things” 
and can be seen in the up-

coming Marvel movie “Black 
Widow.” Robbie is a two-time 
Academy Award nominee for 
her roles in “I, Tonya” and 
“Bombshell.” Next up for 
her is a starring role in the 
film “Barbie,” based on the 
popular line of Mattel toys.

***
Q: Has there been any 

news on the Alaskan Bush 
family on the Brown’s son 
Matt? I’m amazed that none 
of them have mentioned him 
at all. -- P.B.

A: Matt Brown left the 
Discovery Channel’s hit 
show “Alaskan Bush People” 
a couple years ago after he 
became addicted to alcohol 
and had a falling out with his 
family. He did a stay at the 
Betty Ford Center and has 
been sober for two years, but 
according to RadarOnline, 
the family, including his 
siblings, doesn’t want Matt 
back in the picture. 

You can follow Matt on 
Instagram @MattBrown511, 
where he showcases his 
artwork and quiet new life 
in California. 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 

Where was the ancient kingdom of 
Numidia located?

2. LANGUAGE: What is the 
opposite of the word convex?

3. GEOGRAPHY: In which 
body of water is the island of St. 
Vincent found?

4. COMICS: What was the name 
of Superman’s pet monkey?

5. HISTORY: Who was the 
king of England at the time of the 
American Revolution?

6. LITERATURE: Which 
20th-century novel featured a 
character called Atticus Finch?

7. MEDICAL TERMS: What 
does the term “idiopathic” mean in 
diagnosis of a condition?

8. U.S. STATES: Which state’s 
resident might be nicknamed a 

Jayhawker?
9. GAMES: How much money 

does each player start with in the 
board game Monopoly?

10. AD SLOGANS: Which 
auto company adopted the slogan 
“Fahrvergnugen”?

Answers
1. North Africa
2. Concave
3. Caribbean Sea
4. Beppo
5. George III
6. “To Kill a Mockingbird”
7. Of unknown cause
8. Kansas
9. $1,500
10. Volkswagen. The slogan 

means “driving enjoyment.”
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Along with henna, 

old-fashioned hair dye ingredi-
ents included the blood of black 
cows and crushed tadpoles in 
warm oil.

* While filming “Jailhouse 
Rock” in 1957, Elvis Presley 
inhaled his tooth cap as he slid 
down a pole in the opening 
dance number. It lodged in 
his lung and required surgical 
removal, but aside from a lit-
tle hoarseness for a few days, 
the King made a fairly easy 
recovery.

* Arachibutyrophobia is the 
fear of peanut butter getting 
stuck to the roof of your mouth.

* That little white paper strip 
coming out of the top of Her-
shey’s Kisses is called a plume 
and was originally introduced 
by the company to distinguish 
the product from phony knock-
off candies.

* The popular kids’ game 
“Operation” was invented by 
John Spinello, a sophomore 
at the University of Illinois in 
1962, as part of a class assign-
ment. Sadly, he only made $500 
off the game after selling the 
prototype.

* By the way, in case you’ve 
ever wondered, the “patient” in 
“Operation” is named Cavity 
Sam.

* “Gigi” author Sidonie-Ga-
brielle Colette could only write 
after she had plucked all the 
fleas off her cat.

* Many inventions and 
discoveries have come about 
through the medium of dreams, 
including the alternating cur-
rent generator, the sewing 
machine, Google, the periodic 
table and DNA’s double helix 
spiral form.

* If you had to pick a “stan-
dard” pencil color, you’d proba-
bly think of a yellow-gold shade 
-- and that’s no accident. When 
pencils went into mass produc-
tion in the 1890s, the finest 
available graphite fillings came 
from China. Manufacturers 
wanted everyone to know that 
they used only the best Chinese 
graphite, so they painted their 
pencils yellow, the traditional 
color of Chinese royalty.

***
Thought for the Day: “Our 

lives begin to end the day we 
become silent about things 
that matter.” -- Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Film-
makers are watching “The 
Batman” closely after its title 
star, Robert Pattinson, tested 
positive for COVID-19, two 
days after shooting began 
in London. Shooting was 
suspended March 25, and 
anyone who was within 6 feet 
of Pattinson for 15 minutes 
was asked to quarantine for 
10 days, whether or not they 
tested positive. Jonah Hill 
was considered to play The 
Riddler or The Penguin, but 
after he demanded $10 mil-
lion, twice what Pattinson is 
getting, they cast Paul Dano 
as The Riddler and Colin 
Farrell as The Penguin. The 
producers of “The Matrix 4” 
and “Jurassic World: Domin-
ion,” shooting at the same 
studio, are watching closely.

Fortunately, insurance 
covered this go-round but 
may not cover another shut-
down. “The Batman” has 
two sequels to follow, which 
makes Pattinson’s health 
paramount. Fortunately, 
“The Devil All the Time” 
-- with “Spiderman” Tom 
Holland, “It” star Bill Skars-
gard, Elvis’ granddaughter 
Riley Keough and “Captain 

S. Helberg

America’s” Sebastian Stan -- 
became available Sept. 16 on 
Netflix. Holland’s “Spider-
man” co-star Jake Gyllenhaal 

is one of the 
producers.

***
If all goes 

as planned, 
R o b e r t 
D e N i r o 
and  John 
Malkovich 
will begin 

filming “Wash Me in the Riv-
er” on Nov. 9 in Georgia and 
Puerto Rico. DeNiro plays a 
recovering opioid addict who 
seeks revenge on the dealers 
responsible for selling the 
drugs that killed his fiancee. 
The release of “The War with 
Grandpa” was moved from 
Sept. 18 to Oct. 9 in theaters. 
In it, DeNiro’s grandson 
Oakes Fegley wages an all-
out war to get his room back 
from grandpa. Christopher 
Walken, Uma Thurman and 
Jane Seymour co-star. 

***
Former “Murphy Brown” 

star Candice Bergen lost her 
bid to return to weekly tele-
vision when the reboot of her 
show was canceled, but she’s 
been mounting a healthy mov-

ie comeback. The 2018 film 
“The Book Club,” with Diane 
Keaton, Jane Fonda and Mary 
Steenburgen, scored $104 mil-
lion at the box office. She’s in 
great company in “Let Them 
All Talk” (for HBO MAX), 
with Meryl Streep, Dianne 
Wiest and Lucas Hedges for 
director Steven Soderbergh, 
and with Dianne Wiest again 
in the thriller “I Care A Lot,” 
with Peter Dinklage and Ro-
samund Pike.

***
Also making the leap from 

TV to movies is “Big Bang” 
alum Simon Helberg. He 
scored opposite Meryl Streep 
in “Florence Foster Jenkins” 
(2016) and completed the 
musical film “Annette,” with 
Adam Driver and “La Vie En 
Rose” Oscar-winner Marion 
Cotillard, in November be-
fore the pandemic, shooting 
in Brussels, Bruges, Cologne 
and Bonn. Helberg’s “Big 
Bang” co-star Mayim Bialik 
chose him to play opposite 
Dustin Hoffman in “As Sick 
As They Made Us,” which 
she wrote about her family 
and is directing. Howard Wa-
lowitz never had it so good!

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

There are a great many 
types of crime movie. Some 
are capers, some cerebral 
and others plain violent. 
One of my favorites is noir 
with its hard-boiled detec-
tives, shady intrigues and 
the sultry dame who might 
have been victimized but 
was not playing a victim. 
While the elements of noir 
are the dark shadows and 
the moody tone, it is not just 
seen in the black and white 
traditions of the past. Here 
are six stylish examples of 
neo-noir from the past 25 
years.

“Seven” (1995) -- In 
director David Fincher’s 
crime thriller, a detective 
on the brink of retirement 
and a fresh-faced transfer to 
the city (Morgan Freeman 
and Brad Pitt, respective-
ly) investigate a series of 
gruesome killings that are 
staged to punish the victim 
for perpetrating one of the 
Seven Deadly Sins.

“L.A. Confidential” 
(1997) -- Smashing the 
bar for neo-noir, this film 

has mood and setting in 
spades. Against the iconic 
Los Angeles backdrop, we 
find corrupt cops, a murder 
at a diner, a power vacuum 
in the criminal underbelly, 
a shady gossip magazine 
publisher, a Veronica Lake 
lookalike and a web of 
vengeance and ambition 
that threatens to ensnare 
them all.

“Memento” (2000) -- 
Guy Pearce stars as Leon-
ard, who suffers from short 
term memory loss that 
complicates his search for 
the criminal who raped 
and murdered his wife. 
Director Christopher No-
lan keeps you off-balance 
with interrupted timelines 
and frenetic shifts, while 
Pearce is convincing as a 
man who communicates 
his progress to himself via 
tattoos and notes.

“Mulholland Drive” 
(2001) -- After a mysterious 
car accident in the Holly-
wood Hills, a lone woman 
takes refuge in the apart-
ment of aspiring actress 
Betty (Naomi Watts). The 

pair attempt to uncover the 
woman’s identity through 
her only possessions: cash 
and a large blue key. Noth-
ing is what it seems in a 
David Lynch film, and each 
riddle solved creates ripples 
of doubt about what is real.

“Drive” (2011) -- A 
stunt driver who takes the 
occasional getaway job, 
the Driver (Ryan Gosling) 
falls for his single-mom 
neighbor, but when her ex 
is released from prison and 
owes protection money to 
a gangster, the Driver is 
lured into a single-score 
job to save himself and his 
would-be girlfriend.

“Gone Girl” (2014) -- 
Based on a book by Gillian 
Flynn, the story surrounds 
the relationship between 
husband Nick (Ben Affleck) 
and wife Amy (Rosamund 
Pike). Amy goes missing 
and Nick is presumed to be 
the culprit after some foul 
play. Fabricated evidence 
and unearthed liaisons later, 
the truth isn’t so solid.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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The 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

YMCA/Rochelle Childcare Center, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, 

Shining Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we 
will mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2021 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office

• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we 
will mail a 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

METAL WORKING 
MACHINE AUCTION

The Following Metal Working Machines will be sold at Riverfront 
Machinery Company Warehouse Located at 515 N. Richards Street in 

Spring Valley, IL on:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2020
TIME: 10:00 A.M.

View FULL Listing of Machines & Photos on website: 
www.tumblesonauction.com

SELLER: RIVERFRONT MACHINERY COMPANY
TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, 

PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852

Auctioneers: TOM & MARY TUMBLESON & TIFFANY FOES
Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium/Cash or Check/ CC Accepted with 5% Fee

10
05

20
20

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

CELEBRATING AMERICA’S  
PORK PRODUCERS
October is National Pork Month. So give thanks the next time you 
bring home the bacon. It’s our honor to provide coverage for those 
who feed the world. Trust in Tomorrow.®

October is National Pork Month. So give thanks 
the next time you bring home the bacon. It’s our 
honor to provide coverage for those who feed the 
world. Trust in Tomorrow.®

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” 
are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Our Family Protecting Your Family

09302020

JOIN LEFFELMAN 
& ASSOCIATES 

IN CELEBRATING 
AMERICA’S PORK 

PRODUCERS

GARAGE SALE
311 Second Ave.,

Mendota
Oct. 9, 8 a.m-2 p.m.

Oct. 10, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Clothes, toys, household
items & miscellaneous.

1t41msr

BLESSED
EVENTS

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

WARRANT ARREST
Derek G. Sater, 21, of 506 

½ Third Ave., Mendota, was 
arrested at 6:50 p.m. Sept. .29 
on a LaSalle County failure 
to appear warrant for driving 
while license revoked. The 
subject was unable to post 
bond and was transported 
to the LaSalle County Jail.

WARRANT ARREST
Justin J. Waterworth, 30, 

of 205 Sandra Ave., Apt. N1, 
Mendota, was arrested at 4 
p.m. Sept. 30 on a LaSalle 
County failure to appear 
warrant for driving while 
license revoked and a Ken-
dall County failure to appear 
warrant for driving while 
license revoked. He was 
also charged with driving 
while license revoked. The 
subject was unable to post 
bond and was transported 
to the LaSalle County Jail.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Cara L. Milewski-Goers, 
38, of 510 Third Ave., Men-
dota, was charged with driv-
ing while license suspended 
after a traffic stop at Guiles 
Avenue and 12th Street at 
6:18 p.m. Sept. 30. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Clifford W. Giberson, 54, 

of 205 Sandra Ave., Mendo-
ta, was arrested at 9:08 p.m. 
Oct. 3 on a valid Will County 
failure to appear arrest war-
rant for driving while license 
revoked. The subject posted 
bond and was released with 
a Will County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Carla M. Balcazr, 27, of 

186 E. Highway 52, Mendota, 
was arrested at 7:15 p.m. on a 
valid LaSalle County failure 
to appear arrest warrant for 
DUI. The subject posted 
bond and was released with 
a LaSalle County court date.

OBSTRUCTING A
PEACE OFFICER

Nathan A. Hodge, 22, of 
904 13th Ave., Mendota, was 
charged with obstructing a 
peace officer after a police 
investigation into a traffic 
violation in the 600 block of 
Eighth Avenue at 1:02 a.m. 
Oct. 6. The subject was re-
leased with a LaSalle County 
court date.

POLICE BLOTTER
BRECKSTON S. 

SCHMIDT
Benjamin Schmidt and 

Kelsey Funderberg of West 
Brooklyn are parents of 
Breckston Stephen, born 
July 27, 2020 at St. Mar-
garet’s Hospital in Spring 
Valley. The baby weighed 
8 pounds, 14 ounces. Ma-
ternal grandparents are 
John and Kelli Funderberg. 
Paternal grandparents are 
Jim and Julie Schmidt. 
Great-grandparents are 
Joyce Funderberg and the 
late Robert Funderberg, 
Lynetta Jones, Dennis and 
Sharon Taylor, the late Don 
and Netia Stephenitch, the 
late William Schmidt and 
the late Jean Schmidt.

CARBAJAL – Olivier 
Carbajal and Claudia Car-
bajal, girl, Sept. 14, 2020, 
at St. Margaret’s Hospital in 
Spring Valley.

BORELLI – Chris and 
Lindsey Borelli of Troy 
Grove, boy, Sept. 21, 2020, 
at Illinois Valley Community 
Hospital in Peru.

DeBROCK – Mr. and 
Mrs. Blake DeBrock (Bri-
anne Blumhorst) of Prince-
ton, girl, Sept. 26, 2020, at 
St. Margaret’s Hospital in 
Spring Valley.

Animals-Pet Waste 
Ordinance

• The purpose of this 
section is to establish re-
quirements for the proper 
disposal of pet solid waste 
in the City of Mendota so 
as to protect public health, 
safety and welfare, and to 
prescribe penalties for failure 
to comply.

• Requirement for dispos-
al. All pet owners and keepers 
are required to immediately 
and properly dispose of their 
pet’s solid waste deposited on 
any property, public or pri-
vate, not owned or possessed 
by that person.

• Exemptions. Any owner 
or keeper who requires the 
use of a disability assistance 
animal shall be exempt from 
the provisions of this section 
while such animal is being 
used for that purpose.

• Violations and penal-
ties. Any person(s) who is 
found to have violated the 
provisions of this section 
shall be subject to a fine of 
no less than $25 and no more 
than $75.

City
Ordinance

MENDOTA – Incinerator 
(burn pit) hours for the city 
of Mendota are as follows:

• Monday – 3 to 6 p.m.
• Tuesday – 9 a.m. to noon
• Thursday – 10:30 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m.
• Friday – 10:30 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m.
• Saturday – 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m.
The incinerator is located 

south of Mendota near the 
sewage treatment plant.

Incinerator hours
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October 4-10, 2020
Now Is the Time to Join 4-H!
More than 60 million youth have belonged to 4-H during the organization's 118-year history. Clubs are accepting 
new members this month to grow that number even higher.
4-Hers in the state will join the 7 million other youth currently in 4-H worldwide to celebrate National 4-H Week 
Oct. 4-10. 4-H youth development programs provide hands-on learning activities for youth in Illinois and through-
out the country. 4-H youth programs focus on leadership, citizenship and life skills.
Every county in Illinois has a 4-H program which is operated through University of Illinois Extension. 4-H club 
membership is open to youth aged 8 to 18.
There are several ways to participate in 4-H. Youth may join 4-H community clubs, coordinated by local adult 
volunteers who receive special training. Each club decides how often it meets, the location of its meetings and 
the activities held during the meeting. Members may select from over 100 different project areas to study while 
they build leadership, teamwork, cooperation, decision-making and communication skills.
Youth may instead choose to focus on a specific project area and join a club specifically related to that one proj-
ect. Robotics, photography, gardening, visual arts, and nutrition, are just a few of the popular topics for special 
interest clubs.
One may also participate in 4-H short term projects during school or at after school youth organizations. Some 
of these popular groups teach youth about caring for the environment, preparing for a career, making healthy 
choices or other priority issues which build a person's life skills.
To learn more about 4-H, look online at www.4-H.Illinois.edu. 

SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS TO THE AREA 4-H MEMBERS AND THEIR LEADERS

 
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5656 •  Member FDIC
  

Ridley Feed Ingredients
1609 First Ave. • Mendota

815-539-9321
  

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota

815-539-9311
  

LaSalle County 
Farm Bureau

4201 N. Columbus St. • Ottawa
815-433-0371
  

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy. 52 • Sublette

815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

  
First State Bank

706 Washington St.• Mendota
815-538-2265 • Member FDIC

  
Holland & Sons Inc.
Rt. 251 South • Mendota

815-539-6724
  

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington Street
Mendota • 815-539-7801

  
Pioneer State Bank

Sublette • 815-849-5242
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Earlville • 815-246-8411

“Building the Path to Your Success”
Member FDIC
   

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111

Member FDIC
Malden Banking Center

302 W. Main St.  • 815-643-2121
Member FDIC
  

Sublette Farmers Elevator Co.
100 W. Main St. • Sublette

815-849-5222
  

The Cantlin Law Firm
Ottawa - 815-433-4712

Earlville - 815-246-8241
  

Leffelman & Associates Inc.
Sublette • 815-849-5219
Amboy • 815-857-2125

LaMoille • 815-638-2171
“Our Family Protecting Your Family”

 
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 

Cooling & Electric
801 Monroe St. • Mendota 

815-539-3828

  
McDonald’s

2701 12th St.  • Mendota
1503 13th Ave. • Mendota

Locally owned and operated by
Paul & Mary Breznay

  
Nutrien Ag Solutions

1793 Steward Rd. • Steward
815-396-2248
  

The Mendota Reporter 
703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota  

815-539-9396
 

Midland States Bank
801 Washington St. • Mendota
815-539-9346 • Member FDIC

 
Financial Plus 
Credit Union

1905 13th Ave • Mendota
815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI
 

Mendota Agri Products
448 N. 3973rd Rd. • Mendota

815-539-5633

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota

815-539-9341
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SPORTS

The Mendota Trojans’ 
varsity golf team strug-
gled in a dual meet loss to 
LaSalle-Peru on Sept. 29 
at Oak Ridge. L-P fired a 
165 and Mendota finished 
with a 188.

Ethan Hanaman had the 
low score for the Trojans 
with a 43. L-P’s Caden 
Valenzuela was the meet 
medalist with a 38.

Jack Beetz and Logan 
Brandner checked in next 
for Mendota, each with 
47s, while Mateo Escatel 
and Drake Dennis each 
shot a 51. Also on the 
card for the Trojans were 
Liam McGann (58), Kody 
Becket (59) and Clayton 
Buffington (60).

L-P also claimed the 
junior varsity competition, 
191-207.

Owen Aughenbaugh’s 
round of 50 led the Tro-
jans. Xzavior Orozco was 
one shot off the pace with 
a 51, followed by Braden 
McPheeters and Dominik 
Stamberger both at 53, 
Cayden Escatel at 55 and 

Connor Egler with a 58. 
The rest of the MHS lineup 
included Jack Mikolasek 
(61), Jace Baird (67), Sam 
Christmann (69) and Haden 
Shakespeare (71).

***
Mendota competed in 

the Big Northern Confer-
ence varsity meet on Oct. 
1 at Poplar Grove. The 
Trojans finished fourth 
out of 11 teams with a 
score of 372. The top 
three spots went to Byron 
(345), Rockford Christian 
(347) and Stillman Valley 
(351). Coming in behind 
the Trojans were Winneba-
go (390), Dixon (394), 
Genoa-Kingston (400), 
Rockford Lutheran (400), 
Oregon (405), North Boone 
(425) and Rock Falls (431).

Hanaman shot an 89 
and finished in 14th place 
to pace the Trojans. Other 
scores counting toward 
Mendota’s total were Buff-
ington with a 91, Beetz with 
a 94 and Brandner with a 
98. Mateo Escatel (109) 
and Dennis (110) rounded 

out the MHS card.
***

MHS’s junior varsity 
squad finished third out 
of nine teams in the Big 
Northern Conference JV 
Meet on Oct. 3 at Belvidere.

The Trojans ended with 
a round of 194, with only 
Rockford Christian (184) 
and Winnebago (189) fin-
ishing in front. The rest of 
the standings were Byron 
(206), Stillman Valley 
(210), North Boone (221), 
Dixon (224), Oregon (224) 
and Genoa-Kingston (227).

Aughenbaugh led the 
charge for Mendota with 
a round of 43, which was 
good enough for third place 
overall. McPheeters and 
Mikolasek each had a 49, 
placing 10th overall, while 
Stamberger carded a 53. 
Cayden Escatel (54) and 
Baird (60) also competed 
for MHS.

Eli Friesen of Rockford 
Christian and Ethan Lon-
ganecker of Winnebago 
tied for the low round 
with 41s.SPRINGFIELD – A number of Illinois 

state parks, fish and wildlife areas, conserva-
tion areas and recreation areas will be open 
to youth waterfowl hunting during the 2020 
North Zone Youth Waterfowl Hunt, Central 
Zone Youth Waterfowl Hunt, South Central 
Zone Youth Waterfowl Hunt and South 
Zone Youth Waterfowl Hunt, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
announced. Federal sites that fall under the 
IDNR waterfowl administrative rule that 
will be open for the youth hunts also are 
listed below.

At most sites, regulations that apply during 
the regular waterfowl hunting season apply 
during the Youth Hunt. IDNR is taking steps 
to protect hunters and staff from the spread 
of COVID-19. Participants in the Youth Hunt 
are reminded to follow current public health 
directives, including maintaining social 
distancing guidelines, bringing with them 
masks in case social distancing cannot be 
maintained and hand sanitizer containing at 
least 60 percent alcohol. Hunters should check 
for changes to site-specific regulations and 
procedures. During the Youth Hunt, the bag 
limits are the same as during regular seasons.

As part of the Youth Hunt, hunters age 17 
or younger may hunt ducks, geese, coots and 
mergansers as long as they are accompanied 
by an adult at least 18 years of age. The ac-
companying adult cannot hunt these species 
but may participate in other open seasons.

Youth hunters must have a Hunting Li-
cense, Youth Hunting License, or Apprentice 
Hunting License. The youth hunter or his or 
her accompanying adult must have a valid 
FOID card. The supervising adult does not 
need to have a hunting license if they are not 
hunting other species. Youth hunters age 15 
or younger are not required to have state or 
federal duck stamps, however youth hunters 
age 16 and older must have federal duck 
stamps even if they are using an Illinois Youth 
License. Hunters are not required to have an 
Illinois duck stamp unless they are age 18 or 
older (NOTE: this is a change from previous 
regulations). Although Illinois Youth Hunting 
Licenses are available for hunters up to age 
18, federal waterfowl hunting regulations do 
not allow hunters over age 17 to participate 
in youth hunts.

Special youth hunts taking place through 
the Youth Waterfowl Hunting Permit or other 
youth-only hunts at IDNR sites, are open only 
to youth hunters age 10–17. These special 
hunts include:

• Banner Marsh State Fish and Wildlife 
Area (Oct. 17, 18)

• Black Crown Marsh (Oct. 10,11)
• Clinton Lake State Recreation Area - Salt 

Creek and Disabled units (Oct. 17)
• Donnelly/DePue SFWA (Oct. 31)
• Larry D. Closson State Habitat Area 

(Oct. 17)
• Marshall SFWA – Duck Ranch Unit 

(Oct. 17, 18)
• Spring Lake SFWA – Spring Lake Bot-

toms Unit (Nov. 14)
• Southern Illinois youth waterfowl hunt 

– Union County and Horseshoe Lake SFWA 
(Dec. 28).

All other youth hunts are open to those 
ages 17 and younger.

All waterfowl hunters, including those 
participating in the Youth Hunt, are required 
to register with the Harvest Information 
Program (HIP). In order to register with 
HIP, hunters will need to have their hunting 
license number available. Hunters should 
register for HIP at the license vendor when 
they buy their hunting license or by calling 
1-888-6PERMIT (1-888-673-7648) or online 
through the IDNR website at https://www2.
illinois.gov/dnr/Pages/default.aspx

The lists of state and federal sites to be 
open during the Youth Waterfowl Hunts in 
the North and  Central zones are:
2020 North Zone Youth Waterfowl Hunt 

(Oct. 10-11)
(State and Federal Sites Open)

Chain O’Lakes State Park; Des Plaines 
State Fish and Wildlife Area; Heidecke Lake 
SFWA; Lake DePue SFWA; Sinnissippi Lake 
Wildlife Area; Mississippi River Pools (All 
located in North Zone); William W. Powers 
State Recreation Area

2020 Central Zone 
Youth Waterfowl Hunt 

(Oct. 17-18)
(State, Federal and Private Sites Open)

Anderson Lake SFWA; Banner Marsh 
SFWA; Braidwood Lake SFWA; Clinton 
Lake SRA; Coffeen Lake SFWA; Freeman 
Mine; Henderson Creek SFWA; Horseshoe 
Lake State Park (Madison County); Horse-
shoe Lake State Park (Madison County) 
(Gabaret, Mosenthein, Chouteau Island 
Units); Kankakee River State Park; Marshall 
SFWA; Marshall SFWA - Sparland Unit; 
Marshall SFWA - Duck Ranch Unit; Mazonia 
SFWA; Meredosia Lake; Mississippi River 
Area (MRA) - All sites managed by MRA; 
Mississippi River Pools (All located in Cen-
tral Zone); Momence Wetlands State Natural 
Area; Pekin Lake SFWA; Quincy Bay; Ray 
Norbut SFWA; Rice Lake SFWA; Sanganois 
SFWA; Sangchris Lake State Park; Shel-
byville SFWA; Spring Lake SFWA; Starved 
Rock State Park; Weinberg-King State Park 
- Spunky Bottoms Unit; Woodford SFWA.

For more information on Illinois waterfowl 
seasons, check the IDNR Illinois Digest of 
Hunting and Trapping Regulations 2020-
21, which is available at IDNR offices and 
online through the IDNR website at: https://
www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/documents/
HuntTrapDigest.pdf. For information on 
IDNR’s Youth Waterfowl Hunting Permit 
special hunts go to: https://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/hunting/waterfowl/Pages/OnlinePermi-
tApplication.aspx

For IDNR site-specific information: Hunt-
er Fact Sheets -https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
hunting/FactSheets/Pages/default.aspx and 
Hunt Illinois –https://huntillinois.org/

IDNR announces State and Federal sites 
open for ‘20 Youth Waterfowl Hunting Seasons 
q Youth hunt weekends precede start of regular waterfowl seasons in each zone 

Trojan golf teams perform well
in Big Northern Conference meets
q Varsity, JV both finish in top 4 of team standings

Mendota High School’s 
cross country team trav-
eled to Byron’s Forest Pre-
serve on Sept. 29 to compete 
against Amboy and host 
school Byron.

In the girls’ race, Rebaka 
Starwalt of Byron was the 
top finisher on the 2.9-mile 
course in a time of 20:08. 
Lauren Althaus (21:02) of 
Amboy was next followed 
by teammate Elly Jones 
(21:12.04).

Mendota’s top finish 
belonged to Jamie Dooley, 
who was 12th in a time of 
23:52. Other finishes for the 
Lady Trojans were Alayna 
Nosalik (24:02), Bianka 
Valdez (25:02), Nataliya 
Durbin (26:59) and Val Val-
des (27:12).

Byron’s girls (26) edged 
out Amboy (30), while Men-
dota carried 73 points.

In the boys’ run, Am-
boy’s team took the top five 
finishes with Brock Loftus 
(16:11), Ian Eller (16:23), 
Kyler McNinch (17:12), 
Charlie Dickenson (17:58) 
and Andrew Jones (18:05.0).

The first Trojan runner to 
cross the finish line was An-
drew Stamberger (18:05.6), 
who broke up the string of 
Clippers with a sixth-place 
finish.  Also competing for 
Mendota were Trent Stam-
berger (8th, 18:29), Alex 
Hermosillo (9th, 18:36), 
Ty Connelly (11th, 18:47), 
Dagen Setchell (14th, 20:03), 
Eli Arjes (16th, 20:16), Billy 
Hall (20th, 20:20) and Rose 
Fouke (26th, 23:11).

Amboy won the meet with 

PERU – The Mendota High School girls’ and boys’ 
cross country teams have been assigned to the St. Bede 
Regional to be held on Saturday, Oct. 24.

The schools competing in the girls’ race are Amboy, 
Dwight, Henry-Senachwine, Minonk Fieldcrest, New-
ark, Ottawa Marquette, St. Bede, Pontiac, Princeton, 
Rock Falls, Seneca, Serena, Hall, Sterling Newman 
and Lowpoint-Washburn.

Qualifiers will advance to the Seneca Sectional on 
Friday, Oct. 30 at 4:30 p.m.

The boys’ field will include runners from Amboy, 
Dwight, Earlville, Putnam County, Henry-Senachwine, 
Minonk Fieldcrest, Newark, Ottawa Marquette, St. Bede, 
Pontiac, Princeton, Rock Falls, Seneca, Serena, Hall, 
Sterling Newman and Lowpoint-Washburn.

Qualifiers will advance to the Seneca Sectional on 
Friday, Oct. 30 at 5:30 p.m.

Mendota harriers assigned to
St. Bede Regional on Oct. 24

15 points, followed by Mendo-
ta with 47 and Byron with 77.

***
MHS runners assembled 

for the LaSalle County Invi-
tational on Oct. 3 at Streator.

In the girls’ race, Seneca 
took the team title with 34 
points, followed by Ottawa 
(50), LaSalle-Peru (71), 
Streator (86) and Marquette 
(109). Mendota did not have 
a team scored.

Nosalik was the first Lady 
Trojan to cross the finish line 
in 18th place with a time of 
23:36. Dooley checked in 
next (22nd, 24:10), followed 
by Bianka Valdez (25th, 
24:47) and Val Valdez (37th, 
27:32).

Ottawa’s Grace Carroll 
broke the tape with a winning 
time of 19:36.

The Mendota boys scored 
92 points and finished in 
fourth place. Ahead of them 
were Seneca (48), L-P (60) 
and Streator (91). Marquette 
was fifth with 97 points and 
Earlville did not score.

The Trojans sent seven 
runners out on the course 
and Andrew Stamberger 
was the first back in with 
a time of 17:58, which was 
good enough for ninth place. 
Finishing 17th through 19th 
were Hermosillo (18:43), 
Connelly (18:55) and Trent 
Stamberger (18:57). Round-
ing out the Mendota lineup 
were Setchell (33rd, 20:12), 
Hall (34th, 20:17) and Arjes 
(36th, 20:45).

Lucas Hoffman of Mar-
quette took top honors in a 
time of 16:13.

Mendota harriers compete at
Byron, in LaSalle Co. Invite

OTTAWA – The Mendota Lady Trojans 
will compete in the Ottawa Class 1A Girls’ Sec-
tional Tennis Tournament on Friday, Oct. 16.

Other teams assigned to the sectional 
include Coal City, LaSalle-Peru, Morris, Ot-
tawa Marquette, Ottawa, St. Bede, Pontiac, 
Princeton and Streator.

Netters prepare for sectional

SPRINGFIELD – As the 
leaves begin to change and 
cooler temperatures prevail, 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation and Illinois 
Department of Natural Re-
sources are reminding you 
to watch out for deer. With 
autumn comes deer mating 
season, a time of increased 
activity at dawn and dusk 
from October through De-
cember.

“We are starting to be-
gin our peak season for 
deer-vehicle crashes,” said 
Acting Illinois Transporta-
tion Secretary Omer Osman. 
“We ask all drivers to keep a 
watchful eye and remember 
the cardinal rule: don’t veer 

IDOT, IDNR remind motorists to stay alert, don’t veer for deer 

for deer. While the urge to 
swerve is instinctual, it could 
cause you to lose control of 
your vehicle or drive into 
oncoming traffic, increasing 
the severity of a crash.”

This fall, take the follow-
ing steps to help ensure your 
safety:

• Be aware of your sur-
roundings, especially in ar-
eas with deer crossing signs.

• Scan the sides of the road 
for eye shine – the reflection 
of headlights in their eyes.

• Slow down if you see a 
deer. They travel in groups, 
so more are likely nearby.

• Prepare for the unex-
pected. Deer may stop in 
the middle of the road or 
double back.

• Deer are adaptable and 
can flourish in rural, subur-
ban and urban environments.

• If a collision is inev-
itable, try to glance your 
vehicle off the deer and avoid 
swerving into opposite lanes 
of traffic.

In 2019, a total of 16,213 
crashes involved deer in 
Illinois. Of these, 15,605 re-

sulted in damage to property 
or vehicles, while 604 caused 
personal injuries. Four of the 
crashes were fatal.

More than 40% of crashes 
involving deer in Illinois oc-
curred in October, November 
and December, with Novem-
ber being the highest-risk 
month. Rural environments 
were the site of more than 
90% of all motor vehicle 
crashes involving deer, with 
more than 70% occurring at 
twilight or nighttime. 

The top 10 Illinois coun-
ties for crashes involving 
deer in 2019:

1. Cook 472 
2. Madison 434 
3. Sangamon 406 

4. Will 375 
5. Fulton 346 
6. Peoria 340 
7. Kane 337 
8. Rock Island 318 
9. Jackson 288 
10. Bureau 285 
“Deer populations are 

common in both rural and 
urban areas, which means 
deer-vehicle collisions can 
happen anywhere,” said 
IDNR Director Colleen 
Callahan. “And remember, 
if you do hit a deer, report 
the accident to local law 
enforcement or a Con-
servation Police Officer. 
They can help control 
traffic, clear the roadway 
or in the event the animal 

must be euthanized.” 
If you hit a deer, pull off 

to the shoulder, turn on your 
hazard lights and call 911 to 
report the accident. Do not 
exit the vehicle to check on 
an injured deer or pull it from 
the road.

For more information 
on how to claim a deer that 
was involved in a crash, 
visit www.dnr.illinois.gov/
hunting/deer/Pages/Claim-
a-Road-Kill.aspx. 

To report possession of 
a deer killed in a deer-ve-
hicle crash, fill out the 
form at http://dnr.illinois.
gov/SalvageDeer/(S(2g2y-
5tunjelyrx45y2dzqd55))/
SalvageInfo.aspx.
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HUNTING & FISHING

STEPHENITCH Locally owned & 
operated since 1893!

1200 13th Ave., Mendota

815-539-9394

Get your Fishing & 
Hunting Supplies here!

FISHING
• Rods & Reels

• Lures
• Tackle Boxes

• Live Bait
• Ice Fishing
• Licenses

HUNTING
• Ammo

• Deer Lure
• Hand Warmers

• Targets
• Hunting Gear

• Licenses & Tags

10
07

20
20

AMBOY
GOODS
S P O R T I N G

44 E. Main Street
Amboy

815-857-2382

GEAR UP FOR AN 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE!

Hunting, Fishing Archery, 
Guns & Ammo, Muzzleloading 

Gear, Trapping Gear
Crossbows Now in Stock!

Mon.-Sat. 8-12 & 1-5; Closed Sun. & Tues.

• Hunting & Fishing License

• Ammunition • Scopes

• Stamps • Mounts

• Guns

• Cleaning Kits

• Gun Repair

• Reloading Supplies

CARTER’S GUN SHOP, INC.
LOW

PRICES
NEW & 
USED 
GUNS

202 W. Comanchee
Shabbona, IL 824-2354

815-539-5083

SPRINGFIELD – The 
2020 Illinois Fall Trout 
Fishing Season opens Sat-
urday, Oct. 17 at more than 
50 ponds, lakes, and streams 
throughout the state.

An early opportunity at 
select trout sites – the Fall 
Catch-and-Release Fishing 
Season – opened Oct. 3 at 
locations marked with an 
asterisk (*) in the list below. 
No trout may be kept during 
the catch and release fishing 
period, but anglers can keep 
trout after the opening of the 
regular season beginning 
Oct. 17.

The Illinois catchable 
trout program is funded by 
those who use the program 
through the sale of Inland 
Trout Stamps and the Illinois 
Fish Management Fund.

No trout may be taken 
from any of the stocked 
sites until the fall trout sea-
son opens Oct. 17. Anyone 
attempting to take (harvest) 
trout before the legal harvest 

Illinois 2020 Fall Trout season opens October 17
season opening will be issued 
citations.

All anglers – including 
those who intend to release 
fish caught before Oct. 17 
– must have a valid fishing 
license and an Inland Trout 
Stamp, unless they are un-
der the age of 16, blind or 
disabled, or are an Illinois 
resident on leave from active 
duty in the Armed Forces. 
The daily catch limit for each 
angler is five (5) trout.

Illinois fishing licenses 
and Inland Trout Stamps 
are available at DNR Di-
rect license and permit 
locations, including many 
bait shops, sporting goods 
stores and other retail outlets. 
Check the IDNR website at: 
https://www2.illinois.gov/
dnr/LPR/Pages/LicensePer-
mitVendors.aspx

Fishing licenses and trout 
stamps also can be purchased 
by using a credit card through 
DNR Direct online via the 
IDNR website at https://

www2.illinois.gov/dnr
Not all of the fall trout sites 

are open at 5 a.m. on opening 
day. Anglers are reminded to 
check the opening time of 
their favorite trout fishing 
location prior to the season. 
For more information about 
all site regulations, anglers 
should contact individual 
sites that will be stocked with 
catchable-size trout.

Participants in Fall Trout 
Fishing Season are remind-
ed to follow current public 
health directives, including 
maintaining social distanc-
ing guidelines, bringing with 
them masks in case social 
distancing cannot be main-
tained and hand sanitizer 
containing at least 60 percent 
alcohol.

Among the locations that 
will be open for Fall Trout 
Fishing Season are:

• Bureau County: Henne-
pin Canal Parkway

• Kendall County: Big 
Lake at Silver Springs State 

Fish and Wildlife Area
• LaSalle County: Illinois 

and Michigan Canal, Lock 
14, La Salle-Peru

• Ogle County: Pine 
Creek, White Pines Forest 
State Park*

• Whiteside County: Cen-

tennial Park Pond, Rock Falls
• Will County: Lake Stri-

ni, Romeoville
• Will County: Van Horn 

Woods, Plainfield
• Winnebago County: 

Bauman Lake, Cherry Valley 
(* Denotes sites open for 

Catch-and-Release Fishing 
Early Season)

For a full list of trout 
fishing sites in Illinois, go 
to https://www2.illinois.gov/
dnr/news/Pages/Illinois-
2020-Fall-Trout-Season-
Opens-October-17.aspx

Hunters and prospective 
hunters are wise to educate 
themselves about the type of 
clothing they are allowed to 
wear. The rules of a hunting 
wardrobe, as with other as-
pects of hunting, such as size 
limits and location, vary ac-
cording to local regulations. 
These laws must be followed 
at all times to ensure the 
safety of all hunters.

Many areas require hunt-
ers to wear hunter orange, 
commonly called “blaze 
orange.” This is a very bright, 
often fluorescent shade of 
orange that makes hunters 
visible to other hunters. The 
percentage of blaze orange 
that hunters need to wear 
varies, and may even be 
determined by the type of 
game a person is hunting. 
Hunter orange may need to 
be worn from the waist up. 
Some hunters may need to 
have hunter orange cover 50 
percent of their bodies while 

they’re hunting. In other 
instances, hunters may only 
be required to wear one item 
in blaze orange. In addition, 
hunting blinds may need to 
have a certain amount of 
square inches covered in 
blaze orange material. 

Unfortunately, some 
hunters are not aware of the 
fact that blaze orange is hid-
den to deer and other game 
or they simply do not want to 
wear it. Learning more about 
the safety of blaze orange 
may help change such hunt-
ers’ minds. Hunting cloth-
ing manufacturers also are 
incorporating blaze orange 
into camouflage designs in 
proper ratios to combine the 
best of camouflage and blaze 
orange for style, efficacy and 
appearance.

Blaze orange is an im-
portant safety component 
of hunting that helps keeps 
hunters visible and out of 
harm’s way.

Hunters and blaze orange

SPRINGFIELD – The Il-
linois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) recently 
announced the launch of the 
new Hunt Illinois website – 
an online resource for Illinois 
residents and visitors to the 
state interested in hunting in 
the Land of Lincoln.

The website includes 
information on Illinois hunt-
ing seasons, places to hunt, 
licenses and permits need-
ed, hunting and trapping 
regulations, hunter harvest 
reporting, hunter safety, 
wildlife management, and 
conservation programs.

The Hunt Illinois website 
can be accessed through most 
desktop and laptop computer 
web browsers, or by using 
most mobile devices, at 
https://huntillinois.org/.

IDNR 
launches
new hunting
website

Blaze orange is an important safety component of hunting 
that helps keeps hunters visible and out of harm’s way.

Recreational fishing is 
enjoyed by millions of 
people. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service reported 
that there was an 8 percent 
increase in anglers between 
2011 and 2017. Expendi-
tures by anglers nationwide 
rose 2 percent during the 
same time, from $45 billion 
to $46.1 billion.

As more people stay 
closer to home, they’re 
eager to engage in hobbies 
that are fun and accessible 
but still promote social 
distancing. Fishing checks 
each of those boxes. Pro-
spective anglers who are 
eager to get into saltwater 
or freshwater fishing should 
know that the right gear is 
essential. For fishing enthu-
siasts, that gear starts with 
a rod and reel. Afterward, it 
is important to fill a tackle 
box with other essentials.

• Extra fishing line: 
Lines get snagged, torn or 
snapped when reeling in a 
great catch, so extra fishing 
line is essential. 

• Extra hooks: The tradi-
tional J-hook can snag many 

Essentials to have in your tackle box
types of fish, 
b u t  s o m e 
anglers like 
a  F r e n c h 
h o o k .  N o 
m a t t e r 
which hook 
you prefer, 
make sure 
y o u  h a v e 
a  v a r i e t y 
of sizes on 
hand so you 
can switch if 
need be.

•  A se t 
of  f ishing 
pliers: Pur-
chase pliers 
specifical-
l y  m a d e 
for fishing. 
Most come 
in aluminum 
so they will 
not corrode 
due to the elements. Also, if 
you’re using braided fishing 
line, be sure the pliers have 
a cutter made for cutting 
braid.

• Bobbers in various 
sizes: Bobbers, also called 
floaters, help anglers know 

when a fish is biting. Round 
clip-on bobbers are popular 
and widely available. Slip 
bobbers will slide up and 
down the line, enabling 
anglers to get the hook into 
deeper water.

• Sinkers: The yin to the 
bobber’s yang, sinkers are 
weights that help weigh 
down a worm or artificial 
lure to reach the right level 
to attract fish.

• Fishing regulations/
ruler: A variety of rules 
govern when and where you 

can fish. Also, you’ll need 
to know which size fish are 
keepers and which need 
to be tossed back. Keep a 
regulation ruler in the tackle 
box to avoid fines.

• Pocket knife: Keep a 
sharp knife for cutting lines 
and bait. Reserve a special 
filet knife for cleaning fish.

• Selection of lures: 
Research which fish you’re 
angling for and then pur-
chase a variety of appropri-
ate lures. Some lures will 
attract a wide array of fish. 

• Stringer: A stringer is a 
device that is used to hold 
several caught fish through 
their gills. It anchors to land 
and the other end with the 
fish on it is placed in the 
water to keep the fish alive 
until you’re ready to pack 
up and go. It’s a good alter-
native to a cooler or bucket 
filled with water.

• Fishing license: Many 
conservation or fish and 
wildlife departments re-
quire a license for fishing 
for anglers of a certain age. 
Be sure to have it on hand 
or you may be susceptible 
to fines or other penalties.

A tackle box with the 
right gear can help novice 
fishing enthusiasts get off 
on the right foot.
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THE MENDOTA FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

The sponsors on 
this page wish 

to recognize the 
dedicated service 

provided by all of our 
local Firefighters.

Dennis Rutishauser
Fire Chief

Brian Fisher
Assistant Fire Chief

Lonny Eisenberg
Firefighter/Paramedic

Terry Eutis
Firefighter/Paramedic

Justin Setchell
Firefighter/Paramedic

Eric Morris
POC Firefighter/Paramedic

Adam Hayward
Firefighter/Paramedic

Uvaldo Escatel
Firefighter

Chad Todd
Firefighter

Gary West
Firefighter

Nate Tolley
Firefighter/Paramedic

Randy Tucker
Firefighter/EMT

Aaron Perryman
Firefighter

Deb Nettleton
Paramedic

Tim Feurer
Firefighter

Walt Weiland
 EMT

Brennan Reeder
EMT

Carrie Bauer
EMT

NOT PICTURED

Tonya Calderon
EMT

Brady Rutishauser
Firefighter/EMT

NOT PICTURED

Julio Lopez
EMT

Jeff Dagenais
EMT

Dalton Huftel
Firefighter/Paramedic

Marc Stallings
Firefighter

Erica Stuart
EMT

Ashley Willoughby
EMT

Midland States Bank
801 Washington St.

815-539-9346

First State Insurance
715 Washington St.

815-539-5651

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza

815-539-3811

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. & 1503 13th Ave.
Locally owned & operated
by Paul and Mary Breznay

First State Bank
706 Washington St.

815-538-2265

Ramer Towing
4266 E. Fourth Road

815-539-5321

Mendota Mutual 
Insurance Co.
1019 Main St.
815-539-3426

The Mendota Reporter
 703 Illinois Ave.

815-539-9396

The Mendota Reporter
 703 Illinois Ave.

815-539-9396

The Mendota Reporter
 703 Illinois Ave.

815-539-9396

Financial Plus 
Credit Union

1905 13th Ave.
815-539-3444

Schimmer G.M.
Rt. 251 S.

815-539-9343

Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St.

815-539-6354

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

Merritt Funeral Home
800 Monroe St.
815-539-7211

State Farm Insurance
1103 Main St.
815-539-3878

McConville Realty & 
Auctioneering
612 S. Main St.
815-539-5673

ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Drive
815-538-2412

Black Bros. Co.
501 9th Ave.
815-539-7451

Mendota Monument Co.
606 Main St.
815-539-7276

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.

815-539-7801

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th Street
815-539-9311

N L Morton Buildings Ltd.
203 N 4099th Rd 

815-539-9325

Stephenitch Do It 
Best Hardware
1204 13th Ave.
815-539-9394

City of Mendota   
800 Washington St.

815-539-7459

City of Mendota   
800 Washington St.

815-539-7459



Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2020B4 • The Mendota Reporter

Left to right, FF Eldon Collins, FF Cadet Kailen McNelis, FF Al Fane, Capt AJ Wold, FF Candidate Travis Leitheiser, FF Cash 
Smith, FF Denny Sprowls, FF Shane Hoaglund, FF/PM Chris Collins, FF/PM Jennifer Coppes, FF/EMT Jeff Dagenais, FF/PM 
Jessica Ramey, FF Jeremy Tillman, FF Rich Roth, Asst. Chief Ken Roth, Asst. Chief Ken Tillman, Chief Larry Todd. Not pictured: 
Capt. Brent Hanson, Lt. Nathan Fruit, Lt. Gregg Pfaff, SO Matt Ramey, FF Dick Wold, FF Barry Wold, FF/PM Randy Collins, FF/
EMT Jen Hoaglund, FF Clint Roth, FF Dave Grey, FF Jenette Fruit.

Pioneer State 
Bank

Sublette
815-849-5242

Paw Paw
 815-627-2651

Earlville
815-246-8411
Member FDIC

Sports-N-Stuff
815-539-6354

First State 
Insurance

815-246-8261

The Cantlin 
Law Firm

815-246-8241

McConville 
Realty & 

Auctioneering
815-539-5673

Earlville Cold 
Storage Locker 

Company
815-246-9469

Earlville 
Farmers Co-Op
815-246-8461

Elevator
815-246-8181

10072020

EARLVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Pioneer State Bank
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Earlville • 815-246-8411

Member FDIC

Flanagan State Bank
333 Chicago Road

Paw Paw
815-676-0990
Member FDIC

The Liquor Store
815-457-7233

10072020

PAW PAW FIRE DEPARTMENT

Front row, left to right, Trustee Neal Rogers, Trustee Jeff Politsch, Trustee John Prentice, Eric Tarr. Back row, Rich Callison, 
Ron Howell, Chief Rob Edwards, Chuck Sellers, Jared Penman, Todd Schrader, Joshua Ickes, Asst. Chief Brian Milton, Matt 
Wolgast, Jake, Fabiszak, Cody Marks. Not pictured: Paul Aloisio, JJ Bertram, Floyd Dewey, Nick Ekstrom, Joseph Enburg, 
Brandon Fairfield, Steve Gilmore, Captain Bill Katschke, Renee Katschke, Joe Mulcahy, Don Pierce, Bill Ponall, Ellen Ponall, 
Deputy Chief Steve Sellers, Larry Thompson, Valerie Vanjoske, Austin Wolf.

Left to right, Joe Weinzierl, district trustee; Doug Pettenger, district trustee; Foster Dorn (deceased); Thomas Neff; Bill Bodmer, 
chief; Andy Farris (no longer on department); Andy Clinton, secretary/treasurer; Nate Hornung; Dan Dooley; Devin Henkel; 
Gene Schinzer; Rick Hornung; Erik Bodmer, assistant chief.

Specialty 
Body & Paint

815-539-7801

First State Bank
West Brooklyn
815-628-3121
Member FDIC
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WEST BROOKLYN FIRE DEPARTMENT

Oct. 4-10, 2020

First State Bank
West Brooklyn
815-628-3121
Member FDIC

The 
Mendota Reporter

815-539-9396
10072020

COMPTON FIRE DEPARTMENT/EMS

Seated left to right, FF Gerald Hanson, District ex-Treasurer Paul Betz, District Treasurer Kevin Ganz, District President Dennis 
Weiler, District Secretary Wesley Englehart, District ex-Trustee Roger Grinka; standing in back, Captain Gale Barnickel, FF 
Matt Englehart, FF Scott Gilmore, FF Steve Brodko, FF/EMT Jamie Russie, Captain Steve Kofoid, FF Tom Menzel, Captain Joe 
Askins, FF John Norton, EMT Lois Kettley, EMT Deb Gilmore, EMT Kim Menzel, Assistant Chief Steve Gilmore, FF Chris Duddy 
(no longer active); standing on tailboard, FF Nick Ganz; on top of truck, FF Will Giza, FF/EMT Vern Thompson, FF/EMT Ethan 
Orzech, FF Tyler Blum, Captain Adam Betz, and Cadet Joey Maino.

Leffelman & Associates
815-849-5219

Mendota YMCA
815-539-9343

Manley Brothers
815-539-7486

Mike’s Brownstone Pizza
815-538-6000

First State Bank
815-538-2265
Member FDIC
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MENDOTA/TROY GROVE  
RURAL FIRE DEPARTMENT

Front row left to right, Matt Wujek, David Trumper, Brian Bice, Henry Kibilka, Jason Mahaffey and Mike Wujek; back row, Mitch Melau, 
Paul Kenny, Jeremy Eich, Mike Mathieu, Shane Bice and Matt Avery. Not pictured are Phil Brester, Galen Eich, Jacob Green, Mike 
Hince and Allen McCormick.

The sponsors on this 
page wish to 
recognize the 

dedicated service 
provided by all our 
local firefighters.
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Oct. 4-10, 2020

The sponsors on this 
page wish to 
recognize the 

dedicated service 
provided by all our 
local firefighters.

Becker Auction Service
815-638-2686

Leffelman & Associates
815-638-2171

First State Bank of Van Orin
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

First State Bank
815-638-2398
Member FDIC

Lundquist-Merritt 
Funeral Home
815-638-2121
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LAMOILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Front row, left to right, Nancy Sibigtroth, Hanna Ellers, Elizabeth Owens, Karla Peterson, Nicole Cromwell, Jamie Reed, Jordan Shaw, 
Brittany Chasteen. Second row, Dave Schwingle, Steve Carlson, Mark Stouffer, Brad Williams, Austin Lundquist, Capt. Austin Schwingle, 
Kendall Keutzer, Zach Guether, Stephanie Ridge, Garrett Guether, Sarah Stuepfert (retired), Capt. Edward Stuepfert, Lori Frey, Capt. Jim 
Clinton (retired). Third row, Nick Zimmerlein, Chief Brent Becker, Joe Fahs, Roger Hopps, Mike McLane, Capt. Kenny Shrimplin, Darren 
King, treasurer Brandon Hopps, Larry Cromwell. Back row, Tadd Lundquist, Asst. Chief Brian Chasteen, secretary Jeremy Fry. Not 
pictured: Alan Stamberger, Jen White.

Far left on tailboard, Asst. Chief Brian Dallam. Top of truck, left to right, FF Alexis Gutierrez, Lt. Bryce Erbes, Chief Kevin 
Schultz, FF Kole Kellen. Front of engine, left to right, FF/Par. Jenn Stampfler, Chaplain Brian McWethy, FF/EMT Dylan Ehlers, FF 
Maddie Dose, EMT Mary Ehlers, Capt. Kim Vaessen, FF/EMT Scott Hanson, Asst. Chief /Par. Nick Dinges, Capt. Kyle Kellen, Lt. 
Greg Vaessen. Not pictured: FF Valery Klein, EMT Louann Malach, FF/Par. Jordan Manion, FF Brad Pfeifer, EMT Erin Schmidt, 
FF/EMT Kevin Schmidt, Capt. Delbert Stenzel, EMT Janelle Stenzel, FF Mike Stenzel, FF Matt Stephenitch, EMT Kourtney 
Vaessen, FF Brian O’Malley.

Leffelman & 
Associates

815-849-5219

Pioneer 
State Bank

Sublette
814-849-5918
Member FDIC

Woodhaven 
Lakes Realty, 

Inc. 
815-849-5476

Vaessen Bros. 
Chevrolet

815-849-5232

Dinges Fire 
Company

Amboy
815-857-2000

        
Erbes Realty

815-535-6295
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SUBLETTE FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Fire Service in the United States of America

of firefighters  
in the United States.67%

VOLUNTEERS COMPRISE

3,009
are all career

29,705 fire departments in the country

19,122
are all volunteer

5,206 
are mostly volunteer

2,368
are mostly career

TO
TA

L

The time donated by volunteer firefighters  
saves localities across the country an estimated

$46.9 billion per year.

36,746,500 fire department calls 
23,551,500 medical aid calls 
1,318,500 fire calls 
11,876,500 other

2018
In

there were

The first fire company in the United States 
was founded in 1678.

In 2018 a fire department 
responded to a fire every
24 seconds

Volunteers are Often the First Line of Defense During:

  Fires

  Emergency Medical Incidents

  Natural Disasters

  Vehicle Accidents

  Hazardous Materials Incidents

  Terrorist & Active Shooter Events

  Search and Rescue

The volunteer fire service is an aging population. In communities under 2,500:

The number of  
volunteer  
firefighters 
reached a low of 

682,600
in 2017. 

Call volume has 
tripled in the 
last 30

years.

Recruitment and Retention Challenges Include:

  Time Demands

  Increased Training Requirements

  Increasing Call Volume

  Aging Communities

  Leadership Problems

  Internal Conflict

www.nvfc.org
Sources: National Fire Protection Association; National Volunteer Fire Council

are 50 and up

34%

are 40-49

20%

are 30-39

24%

are under 30

22%

MENDOTA – The Mendota Fire Department and 
fire departments from area communities are teaming 
up with the National Fire Protection Association® 
(NFPA®) — the official sponsor of Fire Prevention 
Week for more than 90 years —to promote this year’s 
Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Serve Up Fire Safe-
ty in the Kitchen!” The campaign works to educate 
everyone about simple but important actions they can 
take to keep themselves and those around them safe.

According to NFPA, cooking is the leading cause 
of home fires and home fire injuries in the United 
States. Almost half (44%) of reported home fires 
started in the kitchen. Two-thirds (66%) of home 
cooking fires start with the ignition of food or other 
cooking materials.

“We know cooking fires can be prevented,” said 
Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s vice-president of outreach 
and advocacy. “Staying in the kitchen, using a timer, 
and avoiding distractions such as electronics or TV 
are steps everyone can take to keep families safe in 
their homes.” 

 The Mendota Fire Department encourages all 
residents to embrace the 2020 Fire Prevention Week 
theme.

“The most important step you should take before 
making a meal is to “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitch-
en!” said Mendota Fire Chief Dennis Rutishauser. 
“A cooking fire can grow quickly. I have seen many 
homes damaged and people injured by fires that could 
easily have been prevented.”

Mendota and area fire departments want to share 
safety tips to keep you from having a cooking fire.

• Never leave cooking food unattended. Stay in 
the kitchen while you are frying, grilling or broiling. 
If you have to leave, even for a short time, turn off 
the stove.

• If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling 
food, check it regularly, remain in the home while 
food is cooking, and use a timer to remind you that 
you’re cooking.

• You have to be alert when cooking. You won’t be 
alert if you are sleepy, have taken medicine or drugs, 
or consumed alcohol that makes you drowsy.

• Always keep an oven mitt and pan lid nearby 
when you’re cooking. If a small grease fire starts, 
slide the lid over the pan to smother the flame. Turn 
off the burner, and leave the pan covered until it is 
completely cool.

• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet around 
the stove and areas where hot food or drink is pre-
pared or carried. 

For more general information about Fire Prevention 
Week and cooking fire prevention, visit www.fpw.org.

Fire Departments 
remind residents:
“Serve Up Fire Safety 
in the Kitchen!™
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LOCAL AND AREA

BROKER
PARTICIPATION
INVITED

Rick Levin & Associates, Inc. | since 1991
312.440.2000 | www.ricklevin.com

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

129,000 SQ. FT. MANUFACTURING/
WAREHOUSING  BUILDING

To be sold subject to a published minimum bid of $465,000*
Total Purchase Price UNDER $4 a foot at the minimum bid

Located just 1.5 hours from Chicago’s Southwest Suburbs at 
1642 Burlington, Kewanee, Illinois. Easy drive on I-80 from suburbs. 
Great central Illinois location very close to I-80 and I-74 corridors. 

The 1-story property features 14 ft. ceilings, 8 dock doors, 2 ground level 
overhead doors, overhead crane on approximately 5 acres. Building can 
easily be subdivided to accommodate multiple tenants. Enterprise zone 

and TIF district. Low property taxes. Good condition.

Onsite Inspections Noon to 2 pm, October 15, 20, and 28 
and by appointment. 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
OCTOBER 30, 2020

*plus a 10% buyers premium 

We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods
• CVS Pharmacy

• Subway

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

We know you’re busy.

We know you’re on the road.

We know you’ll love

 our eEdition. 

• Same great content

• Searchable, portable, 
convenient

• Back issues available

• Identical in format to paper 
edition– 
Flip each page with a single 
click!

• News when you want it– 
eEdition is available sooner than 
home delivery!

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail acaylor@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

God has a wonderful 
plan for each of our lives 
(see Jeremiah 29:11). And 
when we put our faith in 
Jesus as our Savior, we put 
ourselves in a position to 
walk out our God-given 
destiny. 

Sadly, many believers 
in Christ aren’t living out 
their destiny because of 
fear. The fear of man is 
a common problem that 
causes us to worry about 
things like, “What will they 

Get free of the fear 
that’s holding you back

think of me? What are they 
going to say about me? 
What will they do if I don’t 
do what they want? What 
if they reject me? What if 
they don’t like me?!”

Everyone struggles 
with insecurity and the 
fear of rejection to some 
degree. And there’s noth-
ing wrong with wanting 
people to like you. But 
when we’re so focused on 
being people pleasers that 
our fear of being rejected, 

judged or criticized con-
trols our choices, we’re 
being controlled by the 
fear of man.

If we’re going to get 
free of fear and really 
pursue everything God has 
for our lives, we have to 
make a decision that we 
will not live with fear! 
Instead, we can learn how 
to live courageously by 
the grace and strength we 
have in Christ.

The True Meaning 
of Courage

It’s important to under-
stand what it means to live 
courageously. It doesn’t 
mean we will never feel 
fearful, because the truth 
is, we will never complete-
ly get rid of the feeling of 
fear. But it does mean that 
when we feel afraid, we 
can do whatever we need 
to do through Christ who 
gives us strength. (See 
Philippians 4:13.) We can 
follow the leading of the 
Holy Spirit and do what 
God puts in our hearts to 
do, rather than settle for an 
okay or average life. And 
God wants to do amazing 
things in our lives that will 
likely pull us out of our 
comfort zones and require 
us to walk by faith to do 
them. 

Now, I’m not talking 
about making foolish 
choices or doing things 
that are dangerous because 
you don’t want fear of 
those things to hold you 
back. Living courageous-

ly means we can be bold 
and take risks instead of 
just doing what seems 
“safe” and keeps us from 
becoming everything God 
has created us to be.

I remember when I had 
to make some bold, scary 
choices so I could move 
forward in God’s plan for 
my ministry. I had friends 
who didn’t think I had the 
right personality to be a 
Bible teacher. There were 
people in my church who 
didn’t think women should 
teach the Word. And there 
were family members who 
didn’t understand the call 
of God on my life and they 
rejected me because of it.

It was a very hard time, 
but I’m so glad God gave 
me the courage I needed to 
do if afraid. And now, it’s 
scary to think about where 
I would be if I hadn’t trust-
ed God and followed His 
plans for me because I was 
afraid I’d lose my friends 
and not be well thought of 
by others.

The Strategy to 
Conquer Fear

The only way you can 
conquer fear is to confront 
it…to keep going forward 
with God while the enemy 
of fear is trying to drive 
you backward. Remember 
that “God has not given 
us a spirit of fear, but of 

power and of love and of 
a sound mind” (2 Timothy 
1:7 NKJV). 

When you’re strug-
gling to do what you know 
God wants you to do, go 
to the Word for encour-
agement. Here are a few 
powerful scriptures you 
can use to conquer fear:

• Isaiah 41:10 says, 
“Do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, 
for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right 
hand” (NIV).

• Psalm 118:6 says, 
“The Lord is with me; I 
will not be afraid. What 
can mere mortals do to 
me?” (NIV)

• Psalm 27:1 declares, 
“The Lord is my light 
and my salvation—whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life—of 
whom shall I be afraid?” 
(NIV) 

• Romans 8:31-32 says, 
“…If God is for us, who 
can be against us? He who 
did not spare his own Son, 
but gave Him up for us 
all—how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously 
give us all things?” (NIV)

The Word of God has 
power to set you free from 
fear! Take time to study 
these verses and pray for 

God to help you live coura-
geously in His will for your 
life. You’ll discover there’s 
nothing more exciting than 
being the person God has 
created you to be!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s two-teach-
ing CD and DVD resource 
Living Courageously. You 
can also contact us to re-
ceive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. 
She has authored more 
than 100 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and her newest de-
votional QUIET TIMES 
WITH GOD (Fai th-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of 
the respective authors and 
do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Steven Mindrup, Interim Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
All activities and Worship services 
are temporarily suspended until 

further notice.

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Live at 10 a.m. but can be viewed 

any time
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 993-2462
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road 

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

www.immanuellutherancompton.org
E-mail:  

immanuellutherancompton@live.com

 “Living in God’s Grace as a 
Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP:  
Worship services and all church 

activities are cancelled until 
further notice. Please check out 
our website: www.ilccompton.org 

or our Facebook page
 for updates.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Daniel in the 
Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. From 2 Samuel 22, who said, 
“The Lord is my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer”? 

David, Samuel, Peter, Solomon
3. 2 Kings 19 and which other 

book’s chapter are almost alike 
word for word? 

Deuteronomy 7, Isaiah 37, 
Jeremiah 50, Job 16

4. From 2 Samuel 11, who was 
the mother of King Solomon? 

Ruth, Jezebel, Bathsheba, 
Miriam

5. As stated in Judges 16:19, 
who cut Samson’s hair? 

Servant girl, Delilah, Unnamed 
man, Rebekah

6. From Genesis 4, who per-
haps invented farming? 
Adam, Cain, Abel, Jubal

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) David; 
3) Isaiah 37; 4) Bathsheba; 
5) Unnamed man; 6) Cain

=

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit 
as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child 
care service. A 
childcare facility 
that is licensed or 
operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 
of the services 
for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in it’s 
care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CDL DRIVER and Farm 
Help Wanted For Fall 
Harvest. 10 Miles South 
of Rochelle. 815-716-
6681. (10-11-20)

Immediate Opening
Compton Plant

Full-time/Seasonal/
Paid Overtime

Apply in person or call
Nutrien Ag Solutions
1793 Steward Road
Steward, IL  60553

815-396-2248

0
3
2
3
2
0
2
0

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: 1402 
Brookside. Thursday 
October 8th & Friday 
October 9th, 8am-5pm. 
Riding Lawn Mower, 
Electric Snow Blower, 
Miscellaneous Dishes, 
Small Appliances, Free 
Books, Quilting Loom, 
Women’s Clothing, 
New Lightly Worn, 
Many Handmade/Sewn 
Crafts and Holiday 
Items. (10-07-20)

FRANKLIN GROVE: 
203 West South St. 
Wednesday October 7th 
Thru Sunday October 
11th, 8-? Last Sale of 
the Season. Something 
For Everyone. Tools, 
Furniture, Electronics 
and Clothing. (10-07-
20)

ROCHELLE: 625 
N 12th St. Friday 
October 9th, 8am-5pm 
& Saturday October 
10th, 8am-Noon. Home 
Décor, Table & Chairs, 
Jewelry, Jr Women 
Clothes, Shoes, & 
Miscellaneous Items. 
(10-07-20)

ROCHELLE: 4799 S 
Center Rd. Thursday 
October 8th, Friday 
October 9th, & Saturday 
October 10th, 9am-5pm 
Daily. Rain or Shine. 
HUGE Just Moved/
Estate Sale. Women’s 
L-2XL, Kitchen Items, 
Home Décor, Furniture, 
Books, Lots of New 
Items. (10-07-20)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FRANKLIN GROVE - 
Like New Heavy Duty 
Jazzy Power Chair. Call 
For Details. 814-453-
2593. (10-07-20)

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet, Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing. 815-762-
6650 or 815-761-3968. 
(10-14-20)

ROCHELLE: LARGE 
2-BEDROOM, North 
Side. Heat & Water 
Included. No Pets. 
Available Now. 815-
919-9015. (10-28-20)

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Heated storage 
for motorcycles. 
November-April.  
$200 for winter.  

Call 815-910-7011.
09282020

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2015 Chevy 1500 Double 
CabLT, 4x4, Gray .......$20,900

2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x4, Silver .............$19,900

2020 Chevy Malibu LT 
8K Miles, Red ...........$23,500
2019 GMC Terrain AWD SLT 
19K Mi, Silver ...........$26,900
2019 Buick Encore FWD 
White ........................$20,900
2018 Equinox Premier AWD 
2.0 Ltr, New Tires, One 
Owner, Maroon ........$22,500
2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD 
20K Miles, Pepperdust ..$22,900
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 15K 
Miles, Maroon ..........$19,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, Nav., 44K Miles 
Silver .........................$18,900

2017 Buick Envision Preferred 
AWD, 21K Miles, 
Black .........................$24,900
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Sunroof, 15K Mi, Red .$17,900
2016 Chevy 1500 High 
Country, Crew Cab, 4x4, DVD 
Sunroof, Pearl White .$38,500
2016 GMC Acadia SLT1 AWD, 
DVD, Sunroof, Nav., Black ..$22,900
2016 Chevy Traverse AWD 
LT, 60K Miles, Silver ..$19,500
2015 Chevy Impala LTZ 
Sunroof, Gray ...........$12,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

Crew Cab, GM Certified, 1 Owner, Leather Interior, Heated Seats, 
Sunroof, DVD Player & Much More! Pearl White

$38,500   

2016 Chevy 1500 High Country 4x4

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF � )
THE ESTATE OF� )
BETTY M. � )
FITZGERALD,    � )      	
Deceased.                          )
No. 2020 P 177

PUBLICATION 
FOR CLAIMS AND 

PUBLICATION 
FOR UNKNOWN 

HEIRS, AND HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES 

WHOSE NAMES OR 
ADDRESSES ARE 

UNKNOWN
CLAIM NOTICE AND 
NOTICE TO HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES

Estate of BETTY M. 
FITZGERALD, De-
ceased.
Notice is given of the 
death of BETTY M. 
FITZGERALD of Men-
dota, IL. Letters of of-
fice were issued on 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2020, 
to MARK R. FITZGER-
ALD, 115 16th St. Men-
dota IL 61342 whose 
attorney is DAVID M. 
KALEEL, 806 Jefferson 
St., Mendota, IL 61342.
Notice is given to 
CHRISTINE FITZGER-
ALD, heirs or legatees 
who are named in a pe-
tition, filed in the above 
proceeding to probate a 
will and whose names 
or ad-dresses are not 
stated in the petition 
that an order was en-
tered by the court on 
SEP-TEMBER 15, 2020 
admitting the will to pro-
bate.  Within 42 days 
after the effective date 
of the original order of 
admission you may file 
a petition with the court 
to require proof of the 
will by testimony of the 
witnesses to the will in 
open court or other ev-
idence, as provided in 
Section 6-21 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Rev. Stats., 
ch. 110 ½, Sec 6-21).  
You may also have the 
right under Section 8-1 
of the Probate Act.  (Ill. 
Rev. Stats., Ch.110 ½, 
Sec. 8-1) to contest the 
validity of the will by fil-
ing a petition with the 
court within 6 months 
after admission of the 
will to probate.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Pro-bate Divi-
sion, Downtown Court-
house, Ottawa, Illinois, 
or with the represen-
tative, or both, within 6 
months from the date of 
issuance of letters and 
any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or deliv-ered to 
the representative, and 
to the attorney with 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
No. 0912 
(Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 
2020)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF� ) 
THE ESTATE OF� )
KATHLEEN G. � )
MARTIN, � )
DECEASED.� )
NO. 2020-P-181

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Kathleen G. Martin, of 
Peru, Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
September 18, 2020, to 
Mary T. Martin, of Peru, 
IL, INDEPENDENT 
EXECUTOR, whose 
Attorneys of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 

Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with 
the Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 
of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later. Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Dated:  September 18, 
2020         
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0913 
(Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 
2020)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF � )
Mary Frances � )
Bierwirth,	� )
Deceased� )
Case No. 2020-P-179

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Mary Frances 
Bierwirth of Mendo-
ta, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on 
September 16, 2020 to 
Donna J Saunders of  
205 Sandra Ave., Apt 
G4, Mendota, IL 61342 
whose attorney is Guil-
foyle & Stevenson, LLP, 
1316 Meriden Street, 
Mendota, IL 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, Ottawa, 
IL 61350, or with the 
representative, or both, 
on or before April 10, 
2021.  If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a creditor 
of the decedent, the 
creditor’s claim may 
be filed on or before 
the date stated in the 
notice, if later than the 
date shown above.  Any 
claim not filed within the 
time allowed is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in ten days after it has 
been filed.
No. 0917 
(Sept. 30, Oct. 7, 14, 
2020)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF� )
Stanley F. Erwin,� )
Deceased� )
Case No. 2020-P-184

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Stanley F. Er-
win of Mendota, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on September 
22, 2020 to Carol A. 
Erwin of 1701 Sun-
set Drive, Mendota, IL 
61342 whose attorney 
is Guilfoyle & Steven-

son, LLP, 1316 Meriden 
Street, Mendota, IL 
61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, Ottawa, 
IL 61350, or with the 
representative, or both, 
on or before April 10, 
2021.  If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a creditor 
of the decedent, the 
creditor’s claim may 
be filed on or before 
the date stated in the 
notice, if later than the 
date shown above.  Any 
claim not filed within the 
time allowed is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in ten days after it has 
been filed.
No. 0918 
(Sept. 30, Oct. 7, 14, 
2020)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of owner-
ship, management, and 
circulation of The Men-
dota Reporter, Publica-
tion Number 339-100, 
published weekly at 703 
Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 
300, Mendota, LaSalle 
County, IL 61342-0300, 
for October 1, 2020.
Annual subscription 
prices are $52.00 and 
$72.35.
The complete mailing 
address of Known Of-
fice of Publication is 
703 Illinois Ave., PO 
Box 300, LaSalle Coun-
ty, Mendota IL 61342-
0300.
The complete mailing 
address of Headquar-
ters or General Busi-
ness Office is 211 Hwy 
38 East, Rochelle IL 
61068.
The name and address 
of the publisher is Kip 
Cheek, 703 Illinois Ave., 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, 
IL 61342-0300.
The name and address 
of the editor is Bonnie 
Morris, 703 Illinois Ave., 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, 
IL 61342-0300.
That the owner is:
News Media Corpo-
ration, 211 Hwy 38 
East, Rochelle, Illinois, 
61068, John C. Tomp-
kins, 211 Hwy 38 East, 
Rochelle, IL 61068, R. 
Michael Tompkins, 211 
Hwy 38 East, Rochelle, 
IL 61068.
That the known bond-
holders, mortgagees 
and other security hold-
ers owning or holding 1 
percent or more of the 
total amount of bonds, 
mortgages or other 
securities are: Central 
Bank, 340 May Mart 
Dr., Rochelle IL 61068. 
A. Total no. copies (net 
press run). average 
no. copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months, 1475, no. cop-
ies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing 
date, 1398.
B. Paid Circulation, 1. 
Mailed Outside-Coun-
ty Paid Subscriptions 
Stated on PS Form 
3541. average no. cop-
ies each issue during 
preceding 12 months, 
233, no. copies of single 
issue published nearest 
to filing date, 219. 2. 
Mailed In-County Paid 
Subscriptions stated on 
PS Form 3541. average 
no. copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months, 449, no. cop-
ies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing 
date, 426. 3. Paid distri-
bution outside the mails 
including sales through 
Dealers and Carriers, 
Street Vendors, Count-
er Sales, and Other 
Paid Distribution out-
side USPS, average 
no. copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months, 566, no. cop-

ies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing 
date, 541. 4. Paid Dis-
tribution by other Class-
es of Mail Through The 
USPS, none.
C. Total Paid Distribu-
tion. average no. cop-
ies each issue during 
preceding 12 months, 
1248, no. copies of 
single issue published 
nearest to filing date, 
1186.
D. Free or Nominal 
Rate Distribution. 1. 
Free or Nominal Rate 
Outside-County copies 
included on PS Form 
3541, average no. cop-
ies each issue during 
preceding 12 months, 
8, no. copies of single 
issue published near-
est to filing date, 8. 2. 
Free or Nominal Rate 
In-County copies in-
cluded on PS Form 
3541, average no. cop-
ies each issue during 
preceding 12 months, 
7, no. copies of single 
issue published nearest 
to filing date, 7. 3. Free 
or Nominal Rate Copies 
Mailed at Other Class-
es through the USPS, 
none.
4. Free or Nominal Rate 
Distribution Outside 
the Mail (Carriers or 
Other Means), average 
no. copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months, 57, no. copies 
of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing 
date, 57.
E. Total Free or Nominal 
Rate Distribution. aver-
age no. copies each 
issue during preceding 
12 months, 72, no. cop-
ies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing 
date, 72.
F. Total distribution. av-
erage no. copies each 
issue during preceding 
12 months, 1320, no. 
copies of single issue 
published nearest to fil-
ing date, 1258.
G. Copies not distribut-
ed. Average no. copies 
each issue during pre-
ceding 12 months, 155, 
no. copies of single is-
sue published nearest 
to filing date, 140.
H. Total. average no. 
copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months, 1475, no. cop-
ies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing 
date, 1398.
Percent Paid. average 
no. copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months, 95%, no. cop-
ies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing 
date, 94%.
Paid electronic copies.  
Average no. copies 
each issue during pre-
ceding 12 months:  0.  
No. copies of single is-
sue published nearest 
to filing date:  0
Total paid print copies 
+ paid electronic cop-
ies:  Average no. cop-
ies each issue during 
preceding 12 months:  
1248.  No. copies of 
single issue published 
nearest to filing date:  
1186.
Total print distribution 
+ paid electronic cop-
ies:  Average no. cop-
ies each issue during 
preceding 12 months:  
1320.  No. copies of 
single issue published 
nearest to filing date:  
1258.
Percent paid (both 
print & electronic cop-
ies):  Average no. cop-
ies each issue during 
preceding 12 months:  
95%.  No. copies of 
single issue published 
nearest to filing date:  
94%.
 I certify that all infor-
mation furnished on this 
form is true and com-
plete. 
Kip Cheek, Publisher. 
No. 1001 
(Oct. 7, 2020)

MAINTENANCE/
HANDYMAN

Need a reliable, honest person who takes pride 
in their work to do all-around maintenance.  

Must have the ability to handle many types of 
tasks including: lawn, tree and landscape work; 

household maintenance duties and carpentry 
repairs in the Earlville and surrounding area.  

This is a year-round, part-time position.  

Serious inquiries only, may send resume to:  
PO Box 333, Granville, IL 61326.

10072020

Well-established contractor 
looking to hire person with 

general carpentry skills who 
works well with others and 
possesses good work ethic. 
Pay established according to 

skill level. Please send resume to 
W.E.C. c/o The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

07
27

20
20
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

Buy One Get One 
Free Every Day!

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Fri 8-5 
Sat 9-4 and Sun 11-3

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

LOGGING

POIGNANT LOGGING
BUYING  

STANDING TIMBER
• FREE ESTIMATES    • FULLY INSURED

Contact Billy Poignant

309-238-3210



Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2020B10 • The Mendota Reporter

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Rebecca McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker

www.tcrealtysales.net
Evening Phone Numbers

Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker 
708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 
815-539-9255

Jami Bauer, Broker 
815-993-7751

Lori Munson, Broker 
815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 

815-200-2233
Richard McConville, 

Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 

815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 

815-228-2842
Ryan Coss, Broker  
815-830-8636

Helping 
people 

find homes 
since 1983. 

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 

Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated  
Managing Broker

Helping people find homes since 1983.

607 Sixth St., 
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

MLS #10852096, 521 S. 4th St., Earlville 
$139,900.  You won’t find an “as is” estate like 
this.  Close to Earlville Schools.  Clean as a 
whistle  move in condition.  3 bedroom 1 1/2 
bath with a shower downstairs.  Very nice and 
bright home.   Will pass any financing.  Nice 2 car 
garage   large yard and nice landscaping.   Call.

1107 5th St., Mendota, IL  #10528563  
$120,000.00    Charming 3-4 bedroom home 
with first floor laundry and master bedroom 
and bath.  Eat in kitchen and dining area.  2 car 
detached garage.  Screened porch and lovely 
front porch.  Roof repairs have been completed.  
Call for all the amenities.

MLS #10467797  304 3rd Ave Mendota, IL  
$62,500  Move right in to this 3 br. 2 bath 
home.  Laundry on first floor with mud room.  
Breakfast bar in kitchen with pantry.  1 car 
detached garage with alley access.  Furnace 
in 2008, AC 2010.  Stove and fridge stay.

1206 4th St., Mendota   $119,000.00.  2 
bedroom brick ranch with bonus room for 
office or den.  Full basement with divide 
rooms for office or workshop.  1 car attached 
garage.  Alley access.  Call for a showing.

MLS # 10847509   $249,900   525 Tally St. 
Earlville.    Very nice, very large 4-5 bedroom 
brick front ranch.  Home sits on 1.25 acres in 
Earlville  Extra large room on the back with 
separate entrance.   Family room with a wood 
burning fireplace.  Master suite with cathedral 
ceilings.  Master features a huge garden tub.   
Finished basement and an attached 2 car 
garage.  New roof and gutters in 2016.  You need 
to see this/

1506 Lincoln Ave., Mendota $127,500 
• 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Story Home  w/ 2 

Car Garage
• Stunning Wood Flooring, High Ceiling, 
Large Windows Allowing Natural Light In

• Tons of Updates!

164 W Penkins Rd., Sublette 
$183,000

• Country Living With Small Pond
• 4 Bed, 3 Bath Ranch Style

• Inlaw Quarters

206 S. Popular St., Sublette $133,900
• 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 2 Story Home in 

Sublette
• Natural Woodwork Throughout

• 3 Car Garage With Heat and Concrete 
Flooring

606 W Main St., Sublette 
$133,500

• 2 Bed 1 Bath
• New flooring, windows, doors, trim

• Kitchen cabinets professionally refinished, 
new counter tops

314 N Jefferson Ave., Amboy PENDING ......................................$180,000
139 W Pleasant St., Amboy SOLD ................................................$121,000
8 East Oak St., Amboy CONTINGENT ..........................................$119,900
1415 Meriden St., Mendota SOLD ..................................................$89,500

Come See Us About Woodhaven Lakes Properties!

LOOKING FOR YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS SPACE?? Come see 
this updated Store Front Downtown 
Mendota with 3 Bedroom Apartment 
Upstairs. Downstairs store front 
presently vacant, has been totally 
updated, with Newer Lighting, 
Flooring, Handicapped Bathrooms, 
Furnace, Air Conditioning, Small 
Utility Area with sinks, Alley 
access, Separate Utilities. Upstairs 
apt. with 3 Bedrooms, LG Living 
Room, Remodeled Kitchen with 
Appliances and one Bath. Newer 
Roof, Furnace/Air Conditioning. 2nd 
level has Newly Remodeled Deck. 
A MUST SEE!  MLS#10696270

LOOKING FOR A READY MADE 
INVESTMENT PROPERTY? 
LOOK NO FURTHER. Two 
parcels included. Hallway has 
been remodeled, nice original 
hardwood floors throughout a lot 
of the main floors. They are the 
original gym floors from when the 
building was part of the school. The 
cafeteria was in what is now the 
basement area, used for storage 
if the tenants need it. There is one 
empty apt at this time, the other 
four have year to year leases. 
There is a washer/dryer hookup in 
each apt. GREAT INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY!MLS#10846437

This ranch might be what your 
looking for! 3 bedroom, 2 bath with 
full basement and 2 car garage. Master 
bedroom with private bath, deck for 
morning coffee or relaxing. Large kitchen 
-dining with island.Main floor laundry. 
Don’t miss out on this great ranch!

COUNTRY AT ITS BEST! Grand view 
of the golf course from this 4 bdr. – 2.5 
bath home with so much to offer – family 
room with fireplace – formal dining 
-  kitchen with abundance of cabinets 
overlooking deck and pool – oversized 
garage with lots of workspace – Call to 
see this spic and span home!

Victorian in older established 
neighborhood – 4 bedroom with 
hardwood floors – beautiful open
stairway – leaded glass windows – 
2 baths – come see the charm of 
yesteryear!

INVESTMENT – FIRST TIME 
BUYER this could be what your 
looking for – 4 bedroom with newer 
roof – updated Kitchen – main floor 
laundry – fenced yard and close to 
school – priced to sell 60’S!

 Looking To Sell? Give Us A Call!

We can’t change your clock... but we 
CAN change your housing situation!

FEATURE
 HOME

Town & Country 
Realty

607 Sixth St., Mendota
(815) 539-6635

TIME FOR A NEW BUILDING? WELL, HERE IT IS! 6250 SQ FT STEEL BUILDING IN PRIME 
CONDITION! (2) 10x12 INSULATED OVERHEAD DOORS (2) 12x14 INSULATED OVERHEAD 

DOORS- BOTH WITH GARAGE DOOR OPENERS. SEPARATE SHOP ENTRANCE WITH 
EXTERIOR SECURITY LIGHTING. FEATURING: MR24 STANDING SEAM ROOF, FOIL 

VAPOR BARRIER, 400 AMP-3 PHASE UNDERGROUND ELECTRICAL SYSTEM, (6) LINEAR 
LIGHT FIXTURES AND FANS IN SHOP AREA. (4) FLOOR DRAINS,ZONED LOW 

INTENSITY GAS HEAT, HOT & COLD WATER IN 2 SHOP LOCATIONS. he LIGHTING, 
PRE WIRED FOR SECURITY SYSTEM! AND SO MUCH MORE!!! 

REDUCED
NEW

LISTING
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