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ROCHELLE – All fire departments within the Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District are asking the community 
for its help as they are currently in need of more paid on-call volunteers. 

The Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District consists of four different fire departments that work and train 
together as one unit. The departments include Hillcrest, Creston, Flagg Center and Steward. All are in 
need of volunteers. 

Paid on-call volunteers are called in for help anytime the department needs the extra hands, whether 
full-time employees are on vacation or out on other calls. The Rochelle Fire Department currently 
has 26 paid on-call volunteers, but some are more active than others. While these volunteers can 
be called in at any time of the day or night, the department is especially in need of individuals 
who can be available between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

“We staff four firefighters a day, essentially enough for one call,” said Rochelle Fire Chief 
Dave Sawlsville. “But, frequently we will get simultaneous calls, we will get two or three ambulance 
calls going at the same time. When this happens, we have to use our full-timers and call in our 
paid on-calls at the same time.” 

Requirements
Anybody who is over the age of 18 and under the age of 65 can sign up to be a paid on-call 

volunteer, as long as they meet four requirements: Individuals must have no criminal background, 
a valid driver’s license, an equivalent to a high school diploma and pass a drug screening. 

Pay for on-call volunteers starts at a minimum of $12 per hour depending on certification. This pay 
can go up or even turn into a full-time position if an individual seems to be a good fit for the depart-
ment. Along with the pay and helping local communities stay safe, being an on-call 
volunteer also offers valuable experience. 

“Once you become a volunteer, we send you through a lot of training,” 
Sawlsville said. “We will get you licenses in Emergency Medical Training 
and we will send you through a basic operations firefighters class to get you 
certified as a firefighter.”

Anyone interested in signing up to become a paid on-call volunteer can 
get an application from their local fire department on Monday from 7 to 
9 p.m. Applications for any department in the Ogle-Lee Fire Protection 
District can also be acquired by stopping by the Rochelle Fire Depart-
ment, located at 401 5th Ave. in Rochelle.

“I would like to emphasize that all five stations are really looking 
hard and could use the help,” Sawlsville said. “If you have an interest 
and the time, you are going to be helping out your community and your 
own neighbor.” 

On Tuesday, the statue of the soldier over-
looking the War Memorial was installed on 
the pedestal at Lawnridge Cemetery facing 
the engraved bricks of the veterans honored 
at the memorial. Above, John Beck, from 
the City of Rochelle, and his crew lifted the 
600-pound statue into place on the ped-
astal. The Rochelle Veterans War Memorial 
Association plans to meet and discuss op-
tions for a dedication ceremony, most likely 
to be held around Veterans Day. This is the 
very first piece of bronze art to be placed 
in Rochelle. The piece, shown at left, was 
sculpted by Fran Volz.

Statue installed

Paid-on-call volunteers needed
Fire Prevention Week is the perfect time to answer the call to become a volunteer

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

CRESTON — Village of 
Creston officials set trick-or-
treating hours for Halloween 
during the October board meet-
ing at Creston Village Hall on 
Tuesday.

Trick-or-treating will take 
place from 5-8 p.m. on Satur-
day, Oct. 31. Village trustees 
recommended that those hand-
ing out candy or participating 
in Halloween activities practice 
social distancing and wear masks 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We need to reiterate all safety 
aspects,” Village President 
Wayne Williams said.

Old Business
Village trustees discussed 

ideas to honor former village 
president William Heal during 
Tuesday’s board meeting. A 
founding member of the Creston 
Booster Club, Heal passed away 
in April at the age of 93. Heal 
served as village president from 
1982-2007.

Some ideas include hanging 
a plaque inside Village Hall and 
putting a bench in the Creston 
Booster Park. Village Trustee 
Tom Byro will continue leading 
discussions with the Heal family. 

Village sets 
trick-or-
treat hours
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In recognition of Constitution Week honoring the signing of the U.S. Constitution on Sept. 17, 1787, 19 members of the Rochelle Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution are shown with their newly dedicated U.S. flag, which had recently been flown over Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C. 

Recognition

ROCHELLE — In partnership with 
Hope of Ogle County, the Rochelle 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution will hold its next meeting on 
Saturday, Oct. 10 beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
at the Creston Opera House. 

The Financial Justice edition of “In Her 
Shoes,” a socially distanced, experience 
based, domestic violence, community ed-
ucation event will be presented. The event 
is open to the public (suggested age high 
school and above) who should plan to 
arrive any time between 1:30 p.m. and 
2:45 p.m. to participate in the self-paced 
scenario. 

There is no charge for tickets, but dona-
tions for HOPE of local gift cards valued 
at $10 to $20 would be appreciated. The 

Rochelle Chapter will also be presenting 
three scenarios, one each in three separate 
Zoom sessions for those who wish to 
participate virtually. The Zoom sessions 
are scheduled at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
10, and at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Sunday, 
Oct. 11. Contact the chapter via email 
at ViceRegent.DAR.Rochelle@gmail.
com for the Zoom links. 

DAR’s “In Her Shoes” 
program to support 
HOPE of Ogle County

STEWARD — The 
Steward United Meth-
odist Women will host a 
drive-thru turkey supper 
on Thursday, Oct. 8. 

The supper will be 
held at the Steward Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 

507 Main Street in Stew-
ard, and will be carry-out 
only. Dinners will be 
served first come, first 
served from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m.

The menu includes 
homemade turkey, dress-

ing, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, corn, rolls, cole-
slaw, cranberry sauce and 
bakery pie. 

Meals cost $12 for 
adults, $6 for ages 5 to 
10 and free for children 
4 and under.

Steward United Methodist Women 
hosting drive-thru dinner event
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Daily SpecialsDaily Specials DINE-IN, CARRYOUT DINE-IN, CARRYOUT 
OR DELIVERYOR DELIVERY

Sunday
50¢ Boneless Wings 

75¢ Jumbo Bone-In Wings

Monday 
25% off any pizza of your 

choice*

Tuesday
Buy one pizza & get the 
same size cheese pizza 

for FREE**

Wednesday
One 16” Thin Crust 

1-Topping Pizza only 
$10.99**

Thursday
Buy One Pasta Dinner, Get 

a 2nd for 1/2 Price*

Friday
Free dough nuggets with 

any order over $20

Saturday
 Free 12” cheese pizza with purchase of any 18” pizza.

*Limit 2 per customer per day some restrictions apply. Daily Specials not valid with other coupons/offers/catering

** Additional Toppings Extra

05032020

02272018

Diana Alanis, MD Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner

815-227-9594 1118 Turkington Terrace, Rochelle, IL
Most Insurance Accepted

Mon  7:30-7:30,  Tue 1:30-7:30,  Wed 7:30-7:30,  Thur  8:00-7:30,  Fri  7:30-4,  Sat 8-12

CARING FOR YOUR FAMILY’S HEALTH
• Infants to Adults 
• Family Medicine

• Same Day Appointments
• Physicals (including Sport)

• On Site Affordable  
Lab Services

• Chronic Care Management
• Internal Medicine

Accepting 

New  

Patients!

Diana Alanis, MD Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most Insurances 

and
Patients Without Insurance

 Monday 7:30-6:00pm,  Tuesday 1:30-7:30, Wednesday 7:30-6:00, Thursday 8:00-7:30,  
Friday 7:30-4:00, and some Saturdays 8:00-12:00

WE’VE MOVED TO A NEW 
LOCATION TO BETTER CARE 
FOR YOUR FAMILY’S HEALTH!

Medical Care For Your 
Whole Family
• Infants to Adults 
• Acute Care Visits

• Chronic Disease Management
• Wellness Visits

Accepting 

New  
Patients!

Starting 

date of 

May 4th...

Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

CARING FOR YOUR 
FAMILY’S HEALTH

• Same Day Appointments
• Infants to Adults
• Family Medicine

• On Site Affordable
Lab Services

• Chronic Care Management
• Opioid Addiction 

Management
Summer Special Cash Price:

• Sports Physicals $35
• School Physicals $50

Accepting 

New  
Patients!

Tenemos personal que habla español

07
01

20
20

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Open 7 days a week, 6am -9pmOpen 7 days a week, 6am -9pm
Bar Open Daily 8am -9pmBar Open Daily 8am -9pm

*Daily Home 
Cooking 
Specials*

Friday - All you 
can Eat Fish

-Walleye
-Cod

GrubsteakersGrubsteakers

RT. 251 & 64 - Kings, IL
815-562-3430
Carryout Available 07012020

Back To School
Health & Sports

Physicals

$25 each or $40 for both

(Immunizations not included)

Schedule Soon To Beat The Rush!

Appointments Available
Mon., Wed. & Thurs.

Most insurances 
accepted.

Now Welcoming New Patients
Davis Family  
Health LLC We Fix Boo Boos

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court
Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500

Adult Physicals
For Work

$40
With TB Tests 

$60-$80

DOT
Physicals

$75

07012020

Cash required

361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

   Hub City
361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
Jennie McLaughlin

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

GOOD LUCK HUBS!
It would be my pleasure to help 

you with all your real estate 
needs, whether buying or selling.

Give me a call with any  
questions you may have.

FBB2017

Jennie McLaughlin, 
Broker

(815) 561-9488
jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com

www.jenzhomes.com

Norm McLaughlin, 
Broker

815-901-2005
Normanmc123@yahoo.com

Independently owned & operated.

10
07

20
20

We are now located at

136 May Mart Drive
Same Great Service at a New Location!

ROCHELLE — After participating in a previous musical 
performance with fellow alumni teachers, Rochelle Town-
ship High School Band Director Shaun Schaefers invited 
band students to participate in an upcoming performance.

The Lift Your Voice project will take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 10 at 6:30 p.m.

“The musicians who organized this are teachers in the 
school district that I grew up in, Indian Prairie School Dis-
trict 204 in Aurora and Naperville. I know several of the 
teachers through playing in the district alumni band that they 
run, and I participated in the project back in May when they 
ran the first distanced performance,” Shaefers explained. 

The musically distanced performance is designed for all 
musicians — instrumentalist and vocalists of all ages and 
skill levels — to perform right from home continuously at 
the same time.

“When I heard about this second performance that they 
were planning, I wanted to extend the opportunity to our 
students to participate since our performance opportunities 
have been limited during this pandemic,” Schaefers said. “ 
I’ve also encouraged students to have their family members 
participate if they play an instrument, as it’s important to me 
that students know music can be a lifelong pursuit, and that 
it doesn’t have to end once they graduate from high school.”

Participants are encouraged to perform the specific 
piece, Simple Gifts, from outside their home whether from 
the front yard, back yard, balcony, porch or just from an 
open window. Music for the piece can be found at https://
liftyourvoice2020.weebly.com/

“A performance like this is an opportunity to beautify 
the community through sound, if even for a few fleeting 
moments,” Schaefers said.

Rochelle Township High School Hub Marching 
Band member Evin Odle practices his piece on 
the trumpet for the Saturday Life Your Voice 
performance.

Pictured left to right are Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Executive Director Jackee Ohlinger, Board of Commissioners President Tim Hayden, 
Stillman Bank President and COO Tom Hughes and Vice President of Retail Banking at Stillman Bank Kathleen Yocum.

ROCHELLE — On Tuesday, the Rochelle Com-
munity Park District announced a partnership with 
Stillman Bank. As part of the partnership, Stillman 
Bank has committed $20,000 to the park district’s REC 
Center project.

The REC Center is 91,0002 of RECreational space 
for all to play, learn, compete and connect. The REC 
will allow for a variety of activities – from basketball, 
soccer, football, golf, volleyball, soft/baseball with the 
indoor turf and multi-purpose flooring in the fieldhouse; 
to swimming, water aerobics, and swim lessons in the 
aquatic center. A state-of-the-art fitness center and group 
fitness classroom as well as two multi-purpose rooms 
and an outdoor patio for gathering space are included. 
The lobby is open flexible space for small organization 
meetings, social gatherings and so much more.

“On behalf of the board, staff and all of the local 
tax payers that we represent, we would like to extend 

our gratitude to Stillman Bank for their generous con-
tribution to The REC,” Tim Hayden, Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District board president said. “The 
REC will be a wonderful community asset for many 
years to come and we are proud to call Stillman Bank 
a partner in the successful community events that will 
happen within those walls. The support of local business, 
like the support of the residents, is appreciated as we 
bring a new asset to our community.”

“As a locally-owned and headquartered financial 
institution, we have been committed to our communities 
for over 138 years,” stated Martin C. Larson, Stillman 
Bank chairman and CEO. “It is an honor to partner 
with the Rochelle park district, as they provide such 
beneficial services to Rochelle and the surrounding 
area. We are excited about the new opportunities The 
REC Center will bring and are delighted to do our part 
in helping make this vision a reality.” 

Larson also acknowledged that Stillman Bank is 
making their contribution in recognition of Dick Gens-
ler’s 21 years of service on the Stillman Bank Board 
of Directors. 

“Dick has always been proud to be a citizen of Ro-
chelle and we hope this donation helps illustrate his 
mission and continued commitment to the Rochelle 
community,” Larson said.

Stillman Bank is a local, independently-owned com-
munity bank founded in 1882 and has been meeting 
the financial needs of its customers in northern Illinois 
for over 138 years. Stillman Bank has remained inde-
pendently owned since its founding and is one of only a 
few banks in the area that remains locally headquartered. 
With six locations throughout Ogle and Winnebago 
County, they strive to provide service that exceeds 
their customers’ expectations while offering the latest 
in financial products, services, and technology.

Stillman Bank partners with park district

Lift your voice Saturday night
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R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

ROCHELLE —On 
July 15, 2020 with her 
three children and her 
family there, our beauti-
ful Mother, Laurie Kaye 
Ballwahn, 69 of Ro-
chelle, passed on from 
this world into God’s 
care. We told her to go 
and we would find our 
way. One tear fell from 
her eye and God whisked 
her away.

Laurie was born in 
Sycamore, to the late 
Keith and Joan (Beck) 
Densborn. She grew up 
in Sycamore, and was a 
1969 graduate of Syca-
more High School. Lau-
rie married Steven J. Du 
Prey in 1969 and togeth-
er they have three chil-
dren, Heather (Chris-
topher Tenggren) Wie-
drich, Angela (Jeremy) 
Adams, all of Rochelle, 
and Jason (Tonia) Du 
Prey of Salem, Wiscon-
sin; and six grandchil-
dren, Joshua, Zachary, 
Kaydence, Dylan, Alexa 
and Matrix.

Laurie later married 
Larry L. Ballwahn in 
1989 and welcomed 
his children,  Teresa 
(Todd) Busch of Mc-
Queeney, Texas, and the 
late Anthony Ballwahn 
of Genoa; and four more 
grandchildren, Derek 
(Cory Brooks) Hodg-

son, Deniel (Travis) 
Robbins, and AJ (Laura) 
Busch, all of Texas, and 
Logan (Jacob) Corona-
do of Utah; and seven 
great-grandchildren of 
Texas and Utah. 

Laurie is survived 
by her husband, her 
children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchil-
dren. She is also sur-
vived by her great-aunts 
Jane Vandeburg of Syc-
amore and June Cadie 
of DeKalb, her sister-
in-law Colleen (Gordy) 
Winchel of Belvidere, 
her Godson and neph-
ew Ryan Vandeburg of 
Sycamore and many 
cousins.   

She is preceded in 
death by her parents; 
her baby brother, Greg-
ory Keith; her step-son; 
her grandparents; and 
aunts and uncles and 
great-grandparents. 

Special thanks to the 
staff at Serenity House 
in Oregon and to Pastor 
Doug Cowan of First 
Baptist Church in Ro-
chelle for being there 
for our mother and our 
family.  A memorial is 
established for First 
Baptist Church, 810 
Woolf Court, Rochelle, 
IL 61068.  

At Laurie’s request, 
there will be no services. 

BYRON — Tina Ma-
rie (Catron) Lockard, 
58, passed away peace-
fully at her home on 
Friday, Oct. 
2, 2020, sur-
rounded by 
her children 
and husband 
of 31 years. 

Tina was 
the daughter of the late 
Rufus and Helen (Rich-
ardson) Catron and the 
youngest of the seven 
children. In 1989 she 
married the love of her 
life, Michael Lockard.

Tina was 18 when 
she began working at 
Rochelle Pharmacy. She 
was passionate about 
helping others, especial-
ly her customers. This 
year Tina won Illinois 
Pharmacy Technician of 
the Year, with over 90 
letters of recommenda-
tion from customers and 
co-workers. 

She loved traveling, 
boating, spending the 
day at the sandbar, and 
spending time at their 
Florida home, and cook-
ing (from the heart) for 
her family and friends.

She was preceded 
in death by her par-
ents; and her brothers, 
Lohman Catron and 
Richard Catron.

She is survived by her 
husband, Michael, and 

children, Eric (Jamie) 
Herrmann and Boone 
Lockard (Megan Car-
bon); one grandchild 
C o l t o n  H e r r m a n n ; 
furry-baby Brynley; 
father in-law “Dad” 
C h a r l e s  ( C o n n i e ) 
Lockard; mother in-
law Dorothy Lock-
ard; her sisters, Sheryl 

Gammon, Peggy Jones 
and Sheila Catron; her 
brother, Edward Catron; 
brother in-laws, Doug 
(Heidi) Lockard and 
Kent Harrison; sister in-
law, Michelle Lockard; 
and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

A private family cer-
emony will be held on 
Monday, her ashes will 
be spread at “Her Happy 
Place,” a little island 
at Clearwater Beach, 
Florida.

Those who knew Tina 
know that she hated 
being fussed over and 
would rather give than 
receive. In lieu of funeral 
services, and to honor 
Tina’s character, we ask 
that all who wish to par-
ticipate make donations 
to Serenity Hospice 
1658 S. Illinois Route 2 
Oregon, IL 61061

Ti n a ’s  F a c e b o o k 
page will remain open 
and all are welcome to 
post memories and final 
words to her there.

ROCHELLE — Shir-
ley Jean Patrick, 82, passed 
away peacefully Tuesday, 
Oct. 6, 2020 at her home 
with her family by her side. 

Arrangements are pend-
ing with the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home in Rochelle. 
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com.

Obituaries

Laurie Ballwahn

Tina Lockard

Shirley Patrick

SPRINGFIELD — 
Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White announced 
that expiration dates for 
driver’s licenses and ID 
cards have been extended 
an additional three months 
– from Nov. 1 until Feb. 
1, 2021. 

This new Feb. 1 exten-
sion also includes those 
who have October, No-
vember, December and 
January expiration dates. 
As a result, expired driv-
er’s licenses and ID cards 

will remain valid until Feb. 
1, 2021, so customers do 
not need to rush into Driver 
Services facilities during 
the pandemic.

License plates stickers 
remain extended until 
Nov. 1 as they can easily 
be renewed online.

White recently extend-
ed the driver’s license 
expiration date by one 
year for qualified drivers 
age 75 and older. The new 
expiration date is their 
birthday in 2021.

Extension given on 
expired licenses

BLOOMINGTON —Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) 
ACTIVATOR recently announced that it has desig-
nated State Senator Brian Stewart of the 45th Senate 
District as a Friend of Agriculture.    

“Senator Stewart consistently has shown his 
support for agriculture during his term,” said Don 
Meyer, Lee County Farm Bureau president. “He 
is truly deserving to be recognized as a Friend of 
Agriculture.”

IFB ACTIVATOR designates legislators as a 
Friend of Agriculture and endorses them because 
they demonstrate an understanding of the important 

role agriculture plays in Illinois. Those designated a 
Friend of Agriculture have shown they support the 
farmers of their district and the issues important 
to them. 

ACTIVATOR, Illinois Farm Bureau’s Political 
Involvement Fund, is a voluntary, non-profit, seg-
regated fund promoting the economic and social 
well-being of farmers which seeks to help elect 
pro-farm candidates no matter their party affiliation. 
ACTIVATOR trustees are local Farm Bureau leaders 
representing each county in the Illinois General 
Assembly Legislative District.

Stewart named Friend of Agriculture
Pictured left to right are Emily Pratt, Senator Brian Stewart and Leonard Sheaffer.

Read and 
Recycle
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Now is a great 
time to adopt a 

pet! Call  
Tails today!

Granny Smith _________
Hi, new friend! My name is Granny Smith! At 6 years 
old I’m really not a granny, but you can tell from my 
gray eyebrows and body that I have been through 
a lot. I’m well beyond my crazy puppy days and I 
am ready to settle into my golden years. I enjoy a 
good sniff around the yard and leaning in close for 
a snuggle. Just like an apple I am a sweet gal, but 
I should let you know that small animals are not my 
cup of tea. If you’re looking to add a furry companion 
to your life then look no further. Come meet me at 
Tails today.
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:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
There are over 75 million 

pet dogs in the U.S.—
more than in any other 

country
Approximately 94 million cats in 

the United States are the proud owners  
of humans

24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL CENTER:  
855-764-7661

BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/PHANCOCK@
CAPITOLNEWSILLINOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD – State offi-
cials on Tuesday urged Illinoisans 
to get their seasonal flu vaccina-
tions as a way to conserve medical 
resources for COVID-19 patients.

“There is the potential that 
people could become co-infected 
with both flu and COVID-19,” 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike 
said in a statement.  “Although a 
COVID-19 vaccine is still being 
developed and tested, we do have 
a vaccine to combat this season’s 
anticipated flu viruses. I want to 
challenge everyone to roll their 
#SleeveUp and show us you that 
you’ve received your flu shot and 
are committed to protect those 
around you.”

Although the seasonal flu 
is significantly less lethal than 
COVID-19, many of the initial 
symptoms of both illnesses are 
similar – coughs, fevers, chills and 
shortness of breath.

Increasing the number of people 
who are vaccinated for the flu, 
IDPH said, can help reduce the 
number of flu illnesses, hospital-
izations and deaths. That, in turn, 
would help reduce the burden on 
the state’s medical system and save 
medical resources for COVID-19 
patients.

That plea came as the number of 
people hospitalized for COVID-19 
in Illinois as of Monday night rose 
to 1,673, an increase of 42 over the 
previous day, although that number 

often fluctuates widely on a daily 
basis. Of those, 384 patients were 
in intensive care units, including 
159 who were on ventilators.

IDPH also reported Tuesday that 
1,617 new cases of COVID-19 had 
been confirmed over the previous 
24 hours out of 49,513 tests per-
formed, making for a single-day 
positivity rate of 3.3 percent. The 
seven-day rolling average positiv-
ity rate held steady at 3.4 percent. 
There have now been 305,011 cases 
of the disease in Illinois since the 
pandemic began.

On a regional basis, Region 1 
in northwest Illinois continued to 
have the highest positivity rate, at 
8.5 percent, as of Oct. 3, the most 
recent date for which data was 
available. Public health officials 
imposed additional mitigation 
efforts in that region effective 
Saturday, Oct. 3.

In Region 4, which includes the 
Metro East area across the border 
from St. Louis, the positivity rate 
stood at 6.7 percent on Oct. 3.

Enhanced mitigation measures 

in those regions will only be lifted 
when they reach an average posi-
tivity rate of 6.5 percent for three 
consecutive days.

Officials also reported an addi-
tional 32 confirmed virus-related 
deaths on Tuesday, bringing the 
statewide total to 8,836 since the 
pandemic first appeared in Illinois. 
That means about 2.9 percent of 
those who have tested positive 
for the virus in Illinois have died, 
although the number of cases is 
likely understated as many can 
have the virus but be asymptom-
atic, meaning they would not get 
tested.

According to estimates from the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the death rate from 
seasonal flu during the 2017-2018 
flu season was less than 0.2 percent.

While the COVID-19 pandem-
ic has already killed more than 
200,000 Americans, the deadliest 
flu year since 2010, which occurred 
in 2017-18, claimed 61,000 lives, 
according to preliminary estimates 
from the CDC.

Department of public health 
urges flu shots as COVID-19 
continues to spread

1,617 new cases, 32 additional deaths reported Tuesday

“Although a COVID-19 vaccine is still 
being developed and tested, we do 
have a vaccine to combat this season’s 
anticipated flu viruses. I want to challenge 
everyone to roll their #SleeveUp and 
show us you that you’ve received your flu 
shot and are committed to protect those 
around you.”

Dr. Ngozi Ezike

$100 Move-In Bonus*

APARTMENTS 
NOW AVAILABLE!
COUNTRYSIDE 

VILLAGE
907 N. 2nd Street • Rochelle
For Adults 62+ &/or Persons  

with a Disability
On-Site Services Coodinator
Affordable Rent is Based on  

30% of Income

815-562-8487
www.meridiangroupinc.net

* Offer valid thru 8-30-20

07
01

20
20

On Sept. 29 at 6:07 p.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies 
were dispatched to the 6000 block of S. Sarah Avenue in 
Rochelle for the report of a disturbance. After an inves-
tigation, Corey Carter, 36, of Steward, was arrested for 
battery. Carter was released from the scene on an I-Bond 
and will appear in court at a later date.

On Sept. 30, Daniel Rice, 40, of Muscatine, Iowa, was 
arrested on a driving while license suspended warrant. 
Rice was given a bond of $3,000/10 percent. Rice was 
scheduled to appear in court Sept. 30.

On Oct. 1, Jacob A. Haws, 34, of Rockford, was arrested 
on a for failure to appear warrant. Haws had a bond of 
$2,625.50. Haws was able to post the $2,625.50 and was 
released from jail. 

On Oct. 3 at 12:27 a.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in the 19000 block of East Illinois 
Route 64 for an equipment violation. After an investiga-
tion, Malcom Mcneal, 37, of Rockford, was arrested for 
driving on a revoked license.  Mcneal was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond. 

On Oct. 3 at approximately 2:11 p.m., Ogle County 
Sheriff’s deputies responded to the intersection of Allen 
and Second Streets in Holcomb for a property damage 
accident. After investigation, deputies placed Jeremy 
Probasco, 32, of Holcomb, under arrest for driving while 
license revoked. Probasco was additionally issued citations 
for failure to yield, expired registration and operating an 
uninsured vehicle. Probasco was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was held in lieu of bond.  

On Oct. 2 at approximately 11:55 p.m., Ogle County 
Sheriff’s deputies conducted a traffic stop in the 6000 block 
of North Illinois Route 2. After investigation, deputies 
arrested Robert Curatola II, 33, of Oregon, for driving 
under the influence of alcohol. Curatola II also received 
citations for equipment violation and operating an unin-
sured motor vehicle. Curatola II was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where he was released to correctional 
staff and held in lieu of bond. 

Arrest made following 
disturbance
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LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
How do you feel about bars and restaurants in Region 1 staying open for indoor service despite 

recent mitigations from Gov. JB Pritzker and the IDPH?

VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

LAST week, 
I picked my 
15-year-old 

daughter up from 
school and told her I 
had an interview with a 
Supreme Court justice 
that afternoon.

She 
gasped, 
“Re-
ally, Daddy? 
That’s im-
pressive.”

I said, 
“Yes, I’ve 
known 
Justice Tom 
Kilbride for 30 years. 
He’s a good guy.”

“Oh, he’s just an 
Illinois Supreme Court 
justice,” my no longer 
impressed daughter said 
as she stuck her nose 
back in a book.

When I related this 
story to Kilbride, he 
howled with laughter.

That’s Tom Kilbride: 
a man void of preten-
sion.

Every decade, vot-
ers are asked if the 
Supreme Court justice 
representing their dis-
trict should be retained. 
Sixty percent must say 
“yes” for the judge to 
stay on the bench. And 
this year, it’s Kilbride’s 
turn to be on the bubble.

Or perhaps it would 
be more accurate to say 
he’s in the crosshairs. 
Monied special interests 
have made him a target.

For example, bil-
lionaire Wisconsin 
businessman Dick 
Uihlein, founder of 
Uline shipping and 
office products, has 
given $250,000 toward 
removing Kilbride. The 
Judicial Fairness Proj-
ect, a dark money group 
that does not disclose its 
donors, gave $200,000.

Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce CEO Todd 
Maisch also is call-
ing for Kilbride to be 
ousted. He was quoted 
in Crain’s Chicago say-
ing the judge “has been 
a consistent supporter 
of organized labor and 
trial lawyers,” to the 
detriment of the state’s 
economy.

Oh, please. Maisch, 
Uihlein and their ilk 
have one beef with 
Kilbride: he’s a Demo-
crat.

And those folks want 
a Republican in the 
spot.

During his two-de-
cades on the high court, 
Kilbride has carved a 
pragmatic, moderate 
path. He’s known for 

his bipartisanship. 
He’s neither the most 
liberal member of the 
court nor the most 
conservative.

I’ve read his deci-
sions. I agree with 
many and disagree 
with some. But I’ve 
found all of them 

well-reasoned. Republi-
can Bob Thomas, served 
20 years on the high 
court with Kilbride and 
likely was the most con-
servative person on the 
court during his tenure. 
But he has endorsed re-
taining Kilbride, calling 
him honorable, indepen-
dent and thoughtful.

“There  is a reason 
judges wear black 
robes,” Kilbride told 
me. “You wouldn’t want 
them wearing red or 
blue robes saying they 
are ‘Republican’ or 
‘Democrat.’ You want 
them to be neutral. You 
may get elected to the 
court as a Republican 
or a Democrat, but you 
don’t function as one 
once you are on the 
court,” he said.

Justices fill vacan-
cies on lower courts 
and Kilbride routinely 
fills those spots in 
his district with both 
Republicans and 
Democrats, said Peoria 
lawyer Tim Bertschy, 
who heads Kilbride’s 
judicial selection com-
mittee.

“Never once has 
party affiliation played 
a role in selecting a 
judge. Tom has been 
very clear that he wants 
just quality judges. 
When we interview 
candidates, political 
affiliation or political 
activity is not brought 
up or considered.”

Not all members of 
the high court have this 
policy. Some only ap-
point members of their 
own party.

Jim Nowlan, a for-
mer Republican state 
representative, is chair-
ing the committee try-
ing to oust Kilbride. He 

said they hope to leave 
the Supreme Court 
deadlocked 3-3 be-
tween Republicans and 
Democrats, if his group 
is successful in getting 
Kilbride  removed.

“That way when 
Mike Madigan comes 
out with his (redistrict-
ing) map, we can have 
a judge – from outside 
Cook County – rule its 
unconstitutional and the 
supreme court will be 
deadlocked and unable 
to reach a majority to 
overturn the decision.

He presumes the 
high court would also 
be deadlocked in pick-
ing a replacement for 
Kilbride.  And he also 
presumes that a judge 
will be found who is 
willing to rule a map 
– which hasn’t even 
been drawn yet – is 
unconstitutional. And he 
presumes the high court 
would vote in a partisan 
manner on a redistrict-
ing case.

There are a lot of 
presumptions there.

But these kinds of 
political machina-

tions are not why the 
drafters of the Illinois 
Constitution allowed 
for voters to decide 
whether a judge should 
be retained. While few 
drafters of the 1970 con-
stitution are still alive,  I 
spoke with one of them, 
Springfield lawyer Mary 
Lee Leahy, ten years 
ago about this topic. She 
died two years later in 
2012.

Here is what she had 
to say, “Nobody ever 
dreamed that retention 
would be used in this 
way. The idea was to 
give voters a chance to 
get rid of bad judges – 
ones who made sloppy 
decisions or were rude 
to lawyers or who be-
haved in an erratic way. 
It was never intended to 
be used to punish judges 
for voting a particular 
way. The judiciary has 
to remain independent 
and act without fear of 
retaliation of an interest 
group.”

In other words the 
way Kilbride is being 
targeted is an abuse of 
the process.

The other shortcom-
ing of this process is 
that it ignores a judge’s 
accomplishments. Dur-
ing his three-year stint 
as chief justice, Kilbride 
did more than perhaps 
any other Illinois jurist 
in making courts acces-
sible.

First, he spearheaded 
an initiative allow-
ing cameras into trial 
courts. This has made it 
easier for media orga-
nizations to share with 
the public what is hap-
pening in a courtroom.

But his Access to 
Justice initiative has 
profoundly changed 
how Illinois courts 
operate, Circuit Judge 
Linnea E. Thompson 
of Rock Island County 
said.

“More than 60 per-
cent of people appearing 
in court in civil cases 
are not represented by 
an attorney,” Thompson 
said. “This program is 
designed to help them.”

The program:
Revamped legal 

forms so they are writ-
ten in plain English 

rather than legalese.
Clears the way for 

trial court judges to 
provide guidance to 
unrepresented individu-
als on what they need 
to do to work through 
the legal process.

Provides interpret-
ers for individuals not 
proficient in English.

Encourages lawyers 
to provide pro bono, or 
free, services to impov-
erished individuals.

“Before the Access 
to Justice initiative, 
somebody who showed 
up in court unable to 
speak English would 
likely get yelled at,” 
Thompson said. “For 
some reason, some 
judges thought if you 
talked louder and 
slower, you were more 
likely to be understood. 
Today, we have an 
alternative. And that’s 
because of Justice 
Kilbride.”

 
Scott Reeder is a vet-

eran statehouse jour-
nalist and a freelance 
reporter. ScottReed-
er1965@gmail.com.

Removing Justice Kilbride affects the independence of the judiciary

“All people have the right to patron 
whatever establishment they wish in 
whatever way as long as establish-
ments are taking all necessary pre-
cautions to keep everyone safe. Why 
are these businesses being punished 
when there is the same amount of 
risk of contracting the virus as there 
is with every day-to-day activity? Even 
if you religiously wear a mask you 
could happen to touch or pick up an 
item that contains the virus from the 
grocery store. Every place is vulner-
able even taking every precaution 
possible. So why should these small 
businesses give up profit when other 
types of businesses are still allowed to 
function as normal? I truly support 
their move. If you don’t, then order 
curbside pick up or delivery. Free 
choice.”

Katherine Mosher

“I fully support businesses that are 
remaining open. It is not an outlaw 
move. Just be safe and take the same 
precautions that they have been tak-
ing since reopening.”

Debbie Czekala

“From everything I have seen and 
heard from many business owners, 
there has been no definitive link 
between their establishments and 
increased cases. Remember that thing 
called contact tracing? I understand 
that some people are more vulnerable. 
The ones I know, and their families, 
take the necessary precautions.”

Jimmy Rot

“I’m torn. The burden falling 
on specific businesses seems unfair 

when no contact tracing shows this 
is where the spread is occurring. 
Stores are still open as is every other 
business, so why bars and restaurants 
specifically? The local Walmart had 
cases among staff yet didn’t notify the 
public. Schools have cases but classes 
are still in session. In essence, we need 
to either close down again or take 
this seriously — that includes masks, 
social distancing and avoiding large 
gatherings. You may not be affected 
as severely as the person you infect.”

Laura Emke Salazar
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Sept. 15 - From the Heart Auction, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 16 - Jimmy Gilbert, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 17 - David Sprung, LaMoille, $25

Sept. 18 - Bobby Clausen, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 19 - Monty Enoch, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 20 - Roger & Jan Hoyle, Dixon, $50

Sept. 21 - From the Heart auction, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 22 - Cheri Divine, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 23 - Sheri Klindera, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 24 - Robert Bryant, Earlville, $25

Sept. 25 - Teresa Probasco, Stillman Valley, $25

Sept. 26 - Jennifer Diehl, Oregon, $25

Sept. 27 - Gerri Arntzen, Amboy, $50

Sept. 28 - Jackie McConnell, Beloit, WI, $25

Sept. 29 - Kathleen Wayman, Oregon, $25

Sept. 30 - Lauren Kellen, CHS-Rochelle, $25

Oct. 1 - Dave Mavghan, Highlands Ranch, Colo., $25

Oct. 2 - Herb Sondergroth, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 3 - From the Heart auction, $25

Oct. 4 - Natalia Garza, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 5 - Dennis & Angela Burkhart, Steward, $25

Oct. 6 - Ralph Dauphin, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 7 - Shawn Knight, Polo, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Oct. 8
Jose Avila

Ralph Papke (92)
Oct. 9

John Oleson
Oct. 14

Samantha Zellers
Oct. 15

Rivers Estock

Oct. 17
Kati Johnson
Preston King

Oct. 20
Veda Lopez

Oct. 22
Kayleigh White

Oct. 24
Brittany Brown

Oct. 25
Bianca Herrera

Oct. 28
Stephanie Wiginton

Bryce Weems
Oct. 30

Jack Powell
Oct. 31

Angel Weyhrauch

Oct. 8 (Thursday) Chicken bacon ranch kabobs, salad, 
Alfredo pasta
Oct. 13 (Tuesday) Meatloaf, green beans, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, bread
Oct. 15 (Thursday) Steak bowl, red beans and white rice, 
plantains, French bread
Oct. 16 (Friday) To Be Determined
Oct. 20 (Tuesday) Crab cakes, steamed veggies, garlic 
bread
Oct. 22 (Thursday) Pork chops, mac ‘n cheese, peas, 
bread
Oct. 27 (Tuesday) Shrimp and grits, fried okra, salad 
(vinaigrette)

Oct. 29 (Thursday) Chili – traditional or white chicken 
chili - cornbread
*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike 
Road, Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless 
otherwise stated. A kid’s menu is available each serving 
date and includes peanut butter and jelly, corn dog 
with chips or chicken nuggets. Please note that all 
menus are subject to change.  Serving is from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. Sunday brunch 
is served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The menu is always 
available on the answering machine by calling 815-561-
9074 or visit www.KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu

OGLE COUNTY  – 
Laura J. Cook, Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk and Recorder, 
announces the launching 
of a Vote by Mail Ballot 
tracking program through 
BallotTrax. 

This is a new way for 
Ogle County voters to track 
and receive notifications on 
the status of their Vote by 
Mail Application and Ballot. 
Voters are encouraged to 
sign up for this free service 
at ogleballottrax.com

Once a voter has signed 
up, they will receive notices:

Vote by Mail Ballot request has 
been accepted;

Vote my Mail Ballot has been 
mailed;

Your ballot has been accepted. 

Your voter packet has been accepted 
by the county election office for 
counting.

Information about how to sign 
up for the ballot tracking service 
and USPS Informed Delivery will 

be included in the Vote by Mail 
packets.  

If you have any questions, 
please contact the Ogle County 
Clerk’s Office at 815-732-1110 
for more information.

Vote by mail ballot tracking 
program announced
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STATE NEWS

The 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendars The 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

YMCA/Rochelle Childcare Center, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, 

Shining Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we 
will mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2021 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office

• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we 
will mail a 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/JNOWICKI@CAPITOLNEWSILLINOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD – A think tank once tied to Repub-
lican former Gov. Bruce Rauner is suing the Illinois 
State Board of Elections and secretary of state, charging 
that graduated tax constitutional amendment language 
is “misleading” as it appears on the General Election 
ballot and in a pamphlet sent to voters.

The Illinois Policy Institute, which describes itself as 
a libertarian-leaning think tank and has been a leading 
organization in opposition the amendment, is joined by 
three retirees in the lawsuit which asks a judge to force 
election authorities to send “a corrective notice” to voters 
regarding the graduated tax constitutional amendment.

That amendment – which is a marquee policy initiative 
of Democratic Gov. JB Pritzker, who has given more than 
$50 million to groups lobbying for its passage – would 
change the state’s constitution to allow lawmakers to 
impose different tax rates on varying levels of income. 
Currently, the state must level a flat rate income tax on 
every penny of a taxpayer’s income.

On the ballot, voters are asked to vote “yes” or “no” 
after reading the following language:

“The proposed amendment grants the State authority 
to impose higher income tax rates on higher income 
levels, which is how the federal government and a 
majority of other states do it. The amendment would 
remove the portion of the Revenue Article of the Illinois 
Constitution that is sometimes referred to as the ‘flat 
tax,’ that requires all taxes on income to be at the same 
rate. The amendment does not itself change tax rates. It 
gives the State the ability to impose higher tax rates on 
those with higher income levels and lower income tax 
rates on those with middle or lower income levels. You 
are asked to decide whether the proposed amendment 
should become a part of the Illinois Constitution.”

The lawsuit
The IPI’s lawyers argue in the court document that 

the amendment would “eliminate important structural 
safeguards that deter legislators in the General Assembly 
from imposing new taxes on retirement income and deter 
legislators from imposing higher taxes on individuals 
with middle or low incomes.”

Many of the arguments in the lawsuit filed in Cook 
County Circuit Court mirror those that conservative 
groups have used to argue against the amendment’s 
passage in public advertisements, opinion pieces and 
campaigns.

The basis of the lawsuit is the language of the question 
and the arguments in favor of the proposal that were 
distributed to voters.

The phrasing of the ballot question and pamphlet was 

approved on a partisan roll call in the General Assembly 
earlier this year. But the lawsuit claims the “misleading 
statements in the ballot explanation deny voters their 
rights to a free and equal election in violation of the Free 
and Equal Elections Clause of the Illinois Constitution,” 
as well as the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The lawsuit objects to the language that says the 
amendment allows the state to “impose higher income 
tax rates on higher income levels,” and suggests it be 
changed in a corrective notice to be sent to voters to 
read “different income tax rates on different income 
levels.” It also seeks an added sentence noting, “The 
General Assembly would continue to have the authority 
to establish income tax rates.”

When the language passed, Republicans in the 
General Assembly issued similar concerns, noting the 
language in the question was similar to language used 
in arguments supporting the measure.

The lawsuit also argues that the absence of the 
actual amendment language in the pamphlet and on 
the ballot is also a violation of voters’ U.S. and state 
constitutional rights. The lawsuit seeks to have that 
information included in the corrective notice they are 
asking a judge to require.

The amendment
Specifically, Article 9, Section 3 of the Illinois 

Constitution would be amended if the ballot question 
passes. The new language would read: “The General 
Assembly shall provide by law for the rate or rates 
of any tax on or measured by income imposed by the 
State. In any such tax imposed upon corporations the 
highest rate shall not exceed the highest rate imposed 
on individuals by more than a ratio of 8 to 5.”

That would replace the current language, which 
states: “A tax on or measured by income shall be at a 
non-graduated rate. At any one time there may be no 
more than one such tax imposed by the State for State 
purposes on individuals and one such tax so imposed 
on corporations. In any such tax imposed upon corpo-
rations the rate shall not exceed the rate imposed on 
individuals by more than a ratio of 8 to 5.”

Under current law, lawmakers already have the 
authority to tax retirement income – it is not an added 
power granted by the amendment. While lawmakers 
could tax retirement income currently, it would have to 
be at the same flat rate of any other income tax levied 
and it would have to apply to every retirement earner 
equally.

Because the amendment removes the flat tax re-
quirement, however, it would open the door to taxing 
some levels of retirement income without taxing every 
retiree’s income.  Opponents argue this makes raising 
or creating such a tax politically easier.

Gov. JB Pritzker has frequently said he opposes any 
tax on retirement income, and a rate structure already 
approved by the General Assembly in separate legisla-
tion that will become law in January if voters approve 
the amendment does not provide for retirement income 
taxation. That structure would raise taxes on those 
earning more than $250,000 annually while keeping 
taxes level or lowering them slightly for those earning 
less than that amount.

But the lawsuit argues those rates are subject to 
change and a retirement income tax could be instituted 
by a future General Assembly.

The number of votes required to raise income taxes 
in the General Assembly – a simple majority – is un-
changed by the amendment.

The lawsuit argues, however, that a pamphlet sent 
by Secretary of State Jesse White’s office to voters 
which states “This amendment does not tax retirement 
income” could be interpreted by voters “to mean that 
voting in favor of the (graduated tax) amendment is 
specifically a vote against the imposition of a tax on 
retirement income,” when it in fact is not.

Treasurer comments
The lawsuit cites a June comment from Illinois 

Treasurer Michael Frerichs, a Democrat who has no 
role in setting tax rates, as an indicator that retirement 
taxes are being considered by state lawmakers.

“Specifically, the Illinois State Treasurer, Michael 
Frerichs is reported as stating at a Chamber of Com-
merce event that ‘[o]ne thing a progressive tax would 
do is make clear you can have graduated rates when 
you are taxing retirement income, and, I think that’s 
something that’s worth discussion’ or words to that 
effect,” according to the lawsuit.

Frerichs had scheduled a news conference for Tues-
day morning to “condemn misleading statements” about 
taxing retirement income, but he canceled it about 10 
minutes before the event. Instead, he issued a statement 
in favor of a graduated tax and said, “I oppose creating 
a retirement tax in Illinois, along with the General 
Assembly, and governor.”

John Tillman, who is the chairman and CEO of Illinois 
Policy Institute, is not a stranger to suing the state. In 
August, a Sangamon County judge declined to hear a 
lawsuit filed by Tillman as a private citizen challenging 
the constitutionality of two of the state’s general obli-
gation bond issuances.

Former Gov. Rauner’s family foundation had given at 
least $500,000 to IPI before he was governor, according 
to the Chicago Tribune, and several staffers went from IPI 
to serve briefly on Rauner’s staff in high level positions 
in 2017 before the ex-governor vowed not to give any 
more money to the organization. 

Lawsuit takes aim at graduated tax ballot language
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SPORTS GIRLS NET ROAD WIN 
 
The Lady Hub tennis team topped Morris 
in a three-team meet on Saturday. 
 
See page 5 for more details
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RTHS Girls Tennis

RTHS Golf

Hubs take eighth in IHSA 2A Sterling Regional 
Kirk, Ohlinger lead Rochelle team at Emerald Hill Golf Course

https://rochellenews-leader.secondstreetapp.com/Teacher-of-the-Month---Ogle-County/gallery

VOTE FOR YOUR...

TEACHER OF 
THE MONTH
Online Contest starts October 1st.

Lady Hubs stepping up
Rochelle netters dominate Rockford Christian in 4-1 victory

Junior Ashley Knight extends for a soft shot during Rochelle’s tennis match 
against Rockford Christian on Monday.

Senior Melanie Gonzalez serves the ball during 
doubles play against Rockford Christian on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — It was 
nearly a clean sweep for 
the Lady Hub tennis team 
when Rochelle hosted 
Rockford Christian for 
nonconference play Mon-
day afternoon.

The Lady Hubs domi-
nated the Royal Lions in 
doubles, surrendering only 
one point across all three 
matches. Junior Emma 
Hicks played a perfect 
singles match against her 
opponent, and the Rochelle 
netters earned their most 
decisive victory of the sea-
son, a 4-1 win over Rock-
ford Christian to reach 
5-11 overall. Rochelle has 
won four of its last seven 
matches.

“We’ve been a lot more 
focused in practice and 
we’ve been able to get a lot 
more done,” junior Jordin 
Dickey said. “We’re giving 
our all and we’re working 
really well together… 
We’ve played some tough 
teams this year and we’ve 
beaten a couple of them, 
and I know we’ll have a lot 
more confidence going into 
the postseason because we 
know there will be some 
good teams.”

Hicks had no trouble on 
the No. 2 singles court, de-

feating Taylor Powell 6-0, 
6-0 for Rochelle’s fourth 
point of the match. Se-
nior Anna Guevara nearly 
sealed a perfect day for the 
Lady Hubs, splitting two 
sets before falling against 
Zoe Antczak 6-3, 6-7, 5-10 
at No. 1 singles.

Rochelle put its first 
two points of the match on 
the board simultaneously, 
with Dickey and teammate 
MeLisa Young sweeping 
Savannah Jackson and 
Gracie McMahon 6-0, 
6-0 on the No. 1 doubles 

court while senior Sawyer 
McGee and junior Sylvia 
Hasz won 6-0, 6-0 over 
Cameron Groenwald and 
Elle Jones at No. 2 doubles. 
Juniors Josie Lundquist and 
Megan Thompson cruised 
over Gia Buscema and 
Katie Kirschmann at No. 3 
doubles, winning 6-1, 6-0.

“Our communication is 
really good,” Dickey said. 
“Our serves have improved 
a lot as well.”

The Lady Hubs will play 
the Interstate 8 Conference 
Varsity Championship at 

Ottawa Township High 
School on Saturday, Oct. 10 
before beginning the IHSA 
1A Rochelle Sectional at 
home on Friday, Oct. 16. 
Rochelle has two dual 
meets remaining against 
Belvidere and Freeport.

Fresh/Soph
The Lady Hub tennis 

team took sixth place 
with five points in the 
Interstate 8 Conference 
Fresh-Soph Championship 
at LaSalle-Peru Township 
High School on Saturday. 

Sophomore Torrin Nantz 
fell 2-6, 0-6 against Kane-
land’s Lexi Maberry at No. 
1 singles, while freshman 
Maceznie Glosser went 
down 0-6, 1-6 against 
LaSalle-Peru’s Ella Kamke 
at No. 2 singles.

Sophomores Francesca 
Williams and Abby Tarve-

stad lost 1-6, 0-6 to Morris 
at No. 1 doubles, while 
freshmen Laney Hicks and 
Annaleigh McKinney fell 
0-6, 0-6 against LaSalle-
Peru at No. 2 doubles. 
Freshman Allison Dickey 
and sophomore Sammy 
Sanford lost 1-6, 0-6 at No. 
3 doubles.

Senior Dominic Williams clears the bunker during the IHSA 2A Sterling Regional at Emerald Hill Golf Course on 
Tuesday. The Rochelle Hubs finished in eighth place out of 10 schools in the tournament.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — Blis-
tery conditions and chal-
lenging greens presented 
the toughest obstacles for 
Rochelle golfers during the 
IHSA 2A Sterling Regional 
at Emerald Hill on Tuesday.

The Hubs fought hard 
throughout the tournament, 
ranking as high as fifth 
place in the team standings 
before ultimately finishing 
eighth out of 10 schools 
with a final score of 393. 
Senior Reese Kirk, who 
was tied for seventh place 
overall at one point during 
the afternoon, led Rochelle 
with a 93 while sophomore 
Griffin Ohlinger added a 98 
for the Hubs.

“The kids had a lot to 
deal with today,” head 
coach Glen Mehrings said. 
“It was windy today, there 
were fast greens and there 
was a lot of pressure be-
cause it was a regional 
tournament. The kids per-
formed as well as they 
could and I thought they 
fought hard throughout 

the day. They came up a 
little short at the end, but 
I thought we fared as well 
as we could have.”

Sophomore Damen 
Harrington and senior 
Dominic Williams carded 
100 and 102, respectively, 
while junior Brett Fergu-
son and sophomore Wade 
Smith rounded out Ro-
chelle’s varsity lineup with 
106 and 125, respectively. 
Although windy conditions 
affected many players 
throughout the tournament, 
the combination of sloped 
and slippery greens made 
putting extremely tough. 
Mehrings said the tourna-
ment was a good learning 
experience for players 
returning next year.

“Griffin and Damen are 
two talented sophomores 
who are coming back next 
season,” Mehrings said. 
“The kids are realizing that 
they have to putt well under 
pressure. When the kids get 
nervous, those 2-foot putts 
start looking like 5-footers 
and those misses will wear 
on young players as the 
tournament goes on. Hav-

ing a good putting routine 
and getting comfortable on 
the greens make a big dif-

ference, and unfortunately 
we weren’t able to do that 
today.”

Ottawa finished first in 
the tournament behind re-
gional champion Jonathon 

Cooper, while Princeton 
placed second and Stillman 
Valley took third.

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 10
23

20
19HUB CITY FURNITURE

Fall Furniture Event
Get set to host the holidays with storewide 
savings on furniture for every room!
Dining Sets | Living Rooms | Sleeper Sofas
Bedrooms & Mattresses

Shop now for the best 
selection! Financing, Delivery 

Available



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 2WEDNESDAY, OCT. 7, 2020

The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm • Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

#GoHubs#purplepride

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Alexander

Burke

Year: Freshman

Sport: Cross Country

Karina

Lopez

Year: Sophomore

Sport: Cross Country

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my first year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Knowing that I can always 

improve.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: Math because I think it’s very 

simple sometimes.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Yuelma Ortiz because she’s 

such a strong person.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: Sara Johnson because she’s 
the oldest runner of all the girls 

and she’s a great role model.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: I would like to study plants 

or business.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Peru because it’s such a 

pretty country.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: It introduced me to a very 
welcoming family of athletes and 

amazing runners.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my third year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: The adrenaline rush at the 

end of each race.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: English because I enjoy 

writing.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: The older runners on the 
team.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: To work in construction 
management because it pays 

well.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Being a student-athlete at 
RTHS is tough, but I like that it 

pushes me to do my best.
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SPORTS

Kishwaukee College

Kougar golf, 
eSports teams 
see action

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College men’s 
golf team traveled to Byron 
and PrairieView Golf Club 
Friday afternoon for the 
team’s last invite before 
the regional championships 
next week.  

The Kougars finished 
in sixth place as a team. 
Thomas O’Connor finished 
in a tie for fifth place shoot-
ing a 77. Dyllon Davis tied 
for 10th place carding an 
80. Noah Forsberg finished 
with an 89, while team-
mates Hayden Jones (Ro-
chelle Township HS) a 91 
and Matthew Randall a 93 
were right on their heels.  

“This was our best over-
all performance so far this 
Fall,” head coach Thomas 
Brennan said. “That is a 
very good sign leading into 
the regional championships 
next week. We are improv-
ing in many aspects and they 
all can’t wait to get to our 
biggest event of the season 
next week.”

PrairieView will be the 
host site again next week for 
the regional championships 
with potential qualifiers be-
ing able to go to the NJCAA 
Division II Men’s Golf 
Championship held May 
18-21, 2021 in Plymouth, 
Indiana.

eSports
The Kishwaukee Col-

lege eSports intercollegiate 
team put in some major time 
this past week in competi-

tions. 
On Tuesday night, Jack 

and Josh Sunderlage both 
won their Smash Bros 
matches making them both 
2-0 so far on the young 
season. Madison Baul-
ing played a competitive 
match, taking a match from 
her opponent but coming 
just short of the victory in 
her Smash Bros event. 

In Rocket League ac-
tion, the team of Allen 
Bredeson, Josafat Bri-
zuela and Kyle Rasmus-
sen played hard but lost 
a tough one evening up 
their season record to 1-1.  
The Kougars also played 
a tough match this week 
in Overwatch, with the 
team of Bredeson, Chase 
Littlefield, Bauling and the 
Sunderlages giving it their 
all but taking the loss in a 
close one.

Wednesday saw Little-
field win his Hearthstone 
match 3-2 which gets his 
overall record so far to 
2-0. Friday night, the team 
of Tucker Mark, Bredeson, 
Rasmussen, Jack Sunder-
lage and Brizuela won in 
Valorant play 13-10 with 
an overall 2-0 record. 

RTHS Tennis

Eckardt, Pence share special tennis bond
Lady Hub grad takes coaching reigns from RTHS Hall of Fame father

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

KRISTY Eckardt 
could only help 
but smile as she 

watched her father, long-
time tennis coach Mike 
Pence, receive his induction 
into the Rochelle Township 
High School Hall of Fame 
in 2017.

The ceremony was per-
haps the pinnacle of a well 
accomplished career for 
Pence, who taught at RTHS 
and coached both the Hub 
and Lady Hub tennis teams 
for well over 30 years. Eck-
ardt has since taken over the 
reigns as head coach of the 
boys, but much of what she 
has learned about coach-
ing and the game of tennis 
stems from the experiences 
she shared with her father.

“It was a really great 
experience,” Eckardt said. 
“We knew he had received a 
lot of support from the com-
munity, and to see 
him recognized in 
front of the whole 
stadium and to see 
everybody show 
their appreciation 
for what he did 
through coaching was re-
ally special for me.”

Eckardt has enjoyed 
tennis from the day she first 
picked up a racket as a little 
girl. She grew up watching 
the sport on television with 
her father, whose coach-
ing career started before 
she was born, and she 
still remembers attending 
summer camps at the high 
school. When she arrived 

at RTHS as a freshman in 
the late 1990s, the two saw 
their tennis bond grow even 
stronger.

“He was always very 
calm and he expected a lot 
of us,” Eckardt said. “He 
never got upset with us and 
that’s something I really 
picked up on that I keep in 
mind while I’m coaching. I 
want the kids to enjoy what 
they’re doing and I want 
them to be more relaxed 
while they play… We al-
ways got along really well 
and I was really excited to 
play for him. He’d bite his 
sweater a little more when I 
was playing, but I knew he 
held me to a high standard 
which was encouraging.”

Eckardt enjoyed a great 
amount of success during 
her high school career, 
spending three seasons with 
the varsity team and reach-
ing the IHSA State Cham-
pionships twice. RTHS 
hired Jeff Truckenbrod as 

an assistant coach 
during Eckardt’s 
sophomore year, 
and over two de-
cades later, Truck-
enbrod remains 
on the coaching 

staff as Eckardt’s assistant 
coach.

“What I enjoyed most 
about playing for my dad 
was the time we spent to-
gether,” Eckardt said. “We 
had a really great core group 
of players who I grew up 
playing with since grade 
school. The times we spent 
playing over the summer 
are probably some of my 
fondest memories.”

Eckardt went on to play 
collegiately with the Au-
gustana Vikings, ranking 
fourth on the school’s all-
time list in singles victories. 
She graduated college in 
2005 before moving to 
Kewanee and eventually 
relocating to Oregon, where 
she currently lives with 
her husband Andy and her 
children David and Sarah. 
Eckardt, who also played 
basketball in both high 
school and college, said she 
began pursuing coaching 
opportunities as soon as she 
graduated college.

“I loved playing sports 
so much and I didn’t want 
that to end,” Eckardt said. 
“I always thought it would 
be cool to come back to 
Rochelle and take over for 
my dad… I had five tennis 
coaches in college, which 
was rough, so I always 
relied on what I learned 
from my dad growing up. 
Whether it was staying 
calm, playing one point at a 
time or not getting upset… 
I was also fortunate that 
Augustana was close to 
home, so my parents came 
to a lot of my meets.”

Pence retired from teach-
ing in 2011 and his final year 
as a head coach was 2014. 
When Eckardt took over 
the Hub tennis program 
in 2015, Pence had the 
chance to work alongside 
his daughter, serving as a 
volunteer assistant until he 
and his wife Trish moved 
to Tennessee this past year. 
Pence knew his daughter 
would excel in tennis at an 
early age, and while he may 

not be around this coming 
season, he’s extremely 
proud to see how far his 
daughter has come.

“It was really fun having 
the opportunity to coach 
her,” Pence said. “Kristy 
played multiple sports 
growing up, but she really 
enjoyed tennis all through 
the years and she picked 
up on the strategy of tennis 
really quickly. She always 
anticipated really well and 
she still does when we play 
together. She really under-

stands the game and she 
knows how to tell kids what 
they need to try because she 
can see where kids need to 
be positioned and where 
they need to improve.”

Nowadays, Eckardt 
helps run the youth sum-
mer camps at the high 
school, the same camps she 
participated in as a kid. She 
said both of her children 
have picked up tennis, and 
while they may be years 
away from reaching high 
school, Eckardt said having 

the opportunity to coach 
her kids, the same way her 
father coached her, would 
be a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience.

“Oregon doesn’t have 
a team at the moment, but 
maybe they could co-op 
with Rochelle,” Eckardt 
said laughingly. “It would 
be nice to see David and 
Sarah play tennis. I would 
love to have that opportu-
nity and hopefully they’ll be 
more receptive to the sport 
in high school.”

RTHS boys tennis coach Kristy Eckardt (right) shares a photo with her parents 
Trish and Mike Pence (left) and her children Sarah and David Eckardt (middle). 
Pence coached tennis at Rochelle Township High School for over 30 years before 
his daughter Kristy took over coaching the Hubs in 2015.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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ON THE FARM

Avoid Down Times

TIRE SERVICE
311 N. 7th St., Rochelle

562-4644
Travis Brown, Mgr.

Auto | Truck | Tractor
• On The Farm Service

• New & Used Tires
• Wheel Balancing

01092019

IT’S no secret the pandemic has raised havoc 
with everything we do. I can’t imagine the 
length of time it will take to recover economi-

cally from this disease. Of course, in Illinois we will 
just tax ourselves out of this hole.

Farm income is projected to dive this 
year through pandemic, trade issues and 
poor exports. I’ll share with you the 
numbers from AFBF. Hold on, it’s not 
pretty.

Following a sharp downturn in many 
commodity prices following COVID-19, 
e.g., Coronavirus Sends Crop and Live-
stock Prices into a Tailspin, USDA’s 
most recent Farm Income Forecast, released Sept. 
2, projects cash receipts from the sales of crops and 
livestock will decline by $12 billion, or 3 percent, 
from 2019 to $358 billion. If realized, U.S. farm 
cash receipts will be at the lowest level in more than 
a decade, and $18 billion below the 10-year average 
of $376 billion.

Largely through the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program and the Paycheck Protection Program, 
Congress and the administration have provided a 
projected $23.4 billion to help farmers and ranchers 
impacted by COVID-19. Importantly, nearly $3 out 
of every $4 in federal support to farmers and ranch-
ers comes from CFAP, PPP and other ad hoc assis-
tance programs, like the tariff-mitigating Market 
Facilitation Program. When this support is combined 

Farm income projected to dive this year
with traditional farm bill conservation and risk 
management programs and other farm income, total 
gross income is forecast at $447 billion for 2020, 
up 3 percent from 2019, but more than $36 billion 
below 2013 and 2014 gross income levels. 

After taking into consideration a decline in total 
production expenses of $4.6 billion, or 3 percent, to 
$344 billion, net farm income, a broad measure of 
U.S. farm profitability, is projected at $103 billion 
for 2020, up 23 percent from the prior year and the 
highest level since 2013’s $123 billion. Removing 
all federal payments, net farm income in 2020 would 
be approximately $66 billion, slightly higher than 
prior-year levels, but $10 billion below the 10-year 
average. In short, the actual farm economy and what 
growers receive from the market largely remains 
depressed.

Cash receipts by commodity
USDA’s latest farm income report reflects the sig-

nificant impact of COVID-19 on commodity prices 
and cash receipts. Cash receipts for poultry (broiler) 
producers are projected to decline by 23 percent 
from 2019 to $22 billion, falling to the lowest level 
in more than a decade. Similarly, cash receipts for 
hogs are projected 16 percent lower to $18.5 billion. 
Cattle and calf cash receipts are forecast to decline 8 
percent to $61 billion, while cash receipts for dairy 
farmers are projected to be 2 percent lower at $40 
billion. Overall, livestock-related cash receipts are 
projected to decline by $14 billion, or 8 percent, 
from 2019.

For crops, corn, soybeans, wheat and cotton are 
all projected to post lower cash receipts in 2020. 
With a decline in cash receipts of $3 billion, or 6 
percent, from 2019, corn producers are expected 
to have the largest dollar decline. Driven by higher 
expected prices, specialty crop cash receipts are 
forecast to increase by 17 percent in 2020 —  one 
of the few agricultural sectors with higher expected 
cash receipts. 

Other farm financial indicators
During 2020, U.S. farm sector debt is projected to 

increase $15 billion, or nearly 4 percent, to a record 
$434 billion. Nearly 65 percent of farm debt is in the 
form of real estate debt. Real estate debt is project-
ed to increase $14.7 billion to a record-high $282 
billion. Non-real estate debt is projected to increase 
only slightly to $152 billion. Farm assets, includ-
ing farmland, animals, machinery and vehicles and 
crops in inventory, are projected at $3.1 trillion, $33 
billion higher than 2019. Most of this increase, $29 
billion, is related to higher farmland values.

Based on 2020 debt and asset levels, the debt-to-
asset ratio is projected at nearly 14 percent for 2020, 
which would be the highest since 2002. Every year 
since 2012, debt-to-asset levels have climbed higher.

Working capital, which takes into consideration 
current assets and liabilities, is the amount of cash 
and cash-convertible assets minus amounts due to 
creditors within 12 months. In 2020 it is projected 
to fall by $10 billion, or nearly 13 percent, to $68 
billion. Current working capital levels have declined 
sharply in recent years and now stand 43 percent 
below 2012’s level of $121 billion and are 55 per-
cent lower than 2010’s $153 billion. The low level 
of working capital suggests that many U.S. farmers 
have just enough capital to service their short-term 
debt.

Another metric that highlights the downturn in 
the farm economy and low profitability is the rate 
of return on assets. For 2020, the rate of return on 
assets is projected at less than 3 percent. The rate 
of return in agriculture has been less than 3% for 
three consecutive years and is in stark contrast to 
the 10 percent-to-16 percent returns experienced 
from 2010 to 2012

Summary
While the headlines would suggest the farm 

economy is improving, the opposite is true. The 
actual farm economy remains depressed, and 
without the ad hoc support from Congress and the 
administration, farmers, ranchers, rural communi-
ties and the businesses they support would be in an 
even worse financial position.

Farm income from the sales of crops and live-
stock have fallen by $12 billion since last year. 
Nearly every major sector of the farm economy 
will have lower cash receipts this year compared 
to last year, and total cash receipts will be the lowest 
since 2010. Moreover, farm debt and debt-to-asset 
levels continue to climb, while working capital 
levels deteriorate further and the rate of return on 
farm assets remains thin.

Lower production costs alongside federal 
assistance via CFAP, MFP, PPP and other ad hoc 
support temporarily help offset the impact of lower 
commodity prices and revenue. Longer term  – be-
yond additional stimulus likely to come from Con-
gress and the administration – U.S. farm income 
will be critically dependent on maintaining inter-
national market access and remaining competitive 
around the world, restoring demand for renewable 
fuels and finding innovative ways to generate rev-
enue for farmers’ conservation and sustainability 
efforts.

Ron Kern

SPRINGFIELD – The agricultural industry is one 
of the most dangerous with a work-related death rate 
of 23 deaths per 100,000 workers, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. And the fall harvest 
season is one of the busiest and most dangerous times 
for agricultural workers.

“This is the time of year when it is so important 
for both farmers and motorists to be patient and 
share the roads. We want everyone to head home to 
their families safe and sound at the end of each day,” 
Michael Kleinik, director of the Illinois Department 
of Labor said.

Vehicle safety is an especially important focus this 
time of year. Tractor overturns are the leading cause of 
fatalities in the agriculture industry, according to the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration. These 
accidents result in about 130 deaths each year nation-
wide, according to the National Ag Safety Database.

While tractor roll-over accidents most often occur 
on the farm, roadways also pose a major safety hazard. 
Too often a non-farm vehicle attempting to pass causes 
a collision before the tractor or farm implement can 
finish a left-hand turn onto a rural road or into a field. 
Many collisions occur simply because the driver fails 
to reduce speed for the slower moving farm implement.

“We all appreciate the important work our farmers 
do, and this time of year it is vital that we support and 
protect them by slowing down when you approach farm 
vehicles on rural roads,” said Kleinik.

Visibility is also a key to safety on the 
roads. All agricultural vehicles using the 
public roadways must display the fluores-
cent orange Slow Moving Vehicle triangle. 
Additionally, tractors and other self-pow-
ered farm vehicles must have proper light-
ing. According to Illinois law:

Lighting is required from 30 minutes 
before sunset to 30 minutes after sunrise.

There should be two white lamps on the 
front of the vehicle, visible from at least 
1000 feet to the front of the vehicle.

There should be two red lamps on the 
rear of the vehicle, visible from at least 
1000 feet to the rear of the vehicle.

There should be at least one flashing amber signal lamp 
on the rear of the vehicle, mounted as high as possible 
and visible from at least 500 feet, which can be used 
during daylight as well.

Drivers should remember that farm vehicle operators 
have limited visibility to the rear. Anyone passing such 

a vehicle needs to use extreme caution.
Modern farm equipment provides effective safety 

devices if they are used properly. Death and serious 
injury from tractor roll overs can be pre-
vented by roll-over protective structures 
– a roll bar or cage designed to provide a 
safe space around the driver.

But too often workers fail to use a vital 
part of this safety device – a safety belt. 
Unless the operator is buckled in, the roll-
over protection cannot do its job and an 
injury or fatality can still occur.

Another key to harvest-time safety is 
being healthy and alert. The temptation 
during harvest season is to keep pushing 
until the work is done. But that can be a 
recipe for disaster. Safety experts stress 
three words for agricultural workers to 

stay safe during the busy harvest days – Rest. Nutrition. 
Hydration.

Take regular breaks to stretch your legs – these breaks 
can serve the dual purpose of taking time to make a 
quick inspection of your tractor or combine. Also, your 
tractor isn’t the only thing that needs fuel. Make sure 
to eat and drink fluids regularly to help stay alert.

Illinois Department of Labor stresses farm 
vehicle safety as busy harvest season begins

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

In CASE 
you didn’t 

know...
CASE IH... 

better 
equipment, 

better 
farming!
• SALES 
• PARTS 

• SERVICE
Call Today!

06052019
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

RTHS Girls Tennis

Lady Hubs sweep Morris in singles play
Lundquist, Thompson net doubles win as Rochelle tops Redskins 7-5

Junior Sylvia Hasz prepares a serve for the Lady 
Hubs. Hasz was one of six players to win singles 
matches against Morris on Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Sawyer McGee smacks a forehand shot for Rochelle. McGee helped the 
Lady Hubs pick up a road win against Morris on Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — 
Doubles has been a strength 
of the Lady Hub tennis 
team in recent seasons. 
Rochelle’s dominance in 
singles was the key to vic-
tory on Saturday, however, 
when the Lady Hubs battled 
Morris and Kaneland in 
a three-team conference 
meet at Kaneland High 
School.

The three programs 
competed in a unique 
12-point format, with each 
team fighting for six singles 
points and six doubles 
points. Rochelle opened 
the meet against the Mor-
ris Redskins, who topped 
the Lady Hubs 4-1 earlier 
this season, but Rochelle 
was the superior squad on 
Saturday, as the girls swept 
all six singles matches to 
defeat Morris 7-5.

“I’m really happy with 
how confident the girls 
are playing and how well 
they’re holding themselves 
on the court,” head coach 
Lizzie Cartwright said. 
“Their confidence has 
grown a lot and they’re 
realizing that they can win. 
They’re doing a great job 
right now.”

Juniors MeLisa Young 
and Jordin Dickey started 
strong, with Young winning 
her No. 1 singles match 
8-3 over Olivia Moore and 
Dickey defeating Darcy 
Ancel 8-1 on the No. 2 sin-
gles court. Senior Sawyer 
McGee and junior Sylvia 
Hasz earned victories as 
well, with McGee taking 

down Lydia Gile 8-5 at No. 
3 singles and Hasz beating 
Bridget Pellens 8-3 at No. 
4 singles.

“I was really proud of 
how well the girls adjusted,” 
Cartwright said. “They all 
wanted to win. I don’t think 
they felt as much pressure 
to play well and they went 
out there to have fun.”

Juniors Megan Thomp-
son and Josie Lundquist, 
who teamed up for Ro-
chelle’s only doubles point 
in the match, competed 
the team’s singles sweep 
with wins at No. 5 and No. 

6 singles. Thompson took 
down Rachel Heap 8-4 and 
Lundquist bested Kylie Vil-
lareal 8-6, respectively. At 
No. 3 doubles, Thompson 
and Lundquist won 8-5 over 
Ancel and Moore.

“Josie and Megan both 
hustle really well and they 
don’t give up on their 
points,” Cartwright said. 
“When they communicate 
with each other, they do 
great things together.”

Kaneland
Rochelle also faced the 

Kaneland Knights on Sat-

urday, falling 9-3 to finish 
the afternoon with a 4-11 
overall record. Kaneland 
claimed all six singles 
matches over the Lady 
Hubs, but Rochelle brought 
home three points in dou-
bles play. 

Dickey and Young de-
feated Delaney Douglas 
and Sarah Schimmel 8-4 at 
No. 4 doubles, while Hasz 
and McGee won 8-2 over 
Hannah Wooten and Jenna 
Mauthe. Lundquist and 
Thompson topped Barbara 
Martinez and Abby Shoaff 
8-5.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
We will offer at Public Auction the following described Real Estate at Public 
Auction. This auction will be held on site at 1831 Lee Center Rd., Lee Center 
IL. Social distance and mask requested for the safety of everyone in attendance. 
On Auction Day, watch for Bearrows Real Estate & Auction signs from Rt. 30 
Northeast of Amboy IL. Call Auctioneer John Bearrows at 815-739-9150 for a 
private viewing or visit our web site at www.bearrows.com or www.bearrows.
hibid.com for further information & pictures.

Saturday November 7th, 2020
10 AM

DESCRIPTION OF REAL ESTATE: The 2 story home includes 3 bedrooms, 1 
bath, dining room, living room, enclosed front porch, 1st floor laundry hook-ups, 
appliances including ref, gas stove, dishwasher, washer & dryer, water softener, 
updated mechanicals, situated on a large corner lot w/ a 25’x24’ detached garage 
w/ concrete drive. plus 7’x11’ shed. REAL ESTATE TERMS:  $3,000.00 down the 
day of the auction, with the balance due on or before December 15th, 2020, at 
which time full possession will be given. Seller to provide appropriate deed as well 
as a merchantable Title Policy in the amount of the purchase price.  This property 
is being conveyed in its “As-Is” condition without any contingencies with regard 
to financing and/or the sale of another piece of property.  All announcements 
made the day of auction take precedence over all prior advertising.

Charlene L McNinch – Owner
AUCTIONEERS:

JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL
(815) 739-9150

IL Lic. #440000243
JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL

(815) 739-1030
IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com

(815) 562-5113 

Come & Be 
Part of a 

Great Team!

04012020

We offer Full-time Employees
•  Competitive Wages – based on experience
•  Health, Dental and Vision Insurance
•  Referral Bonus & Scholarship programs
•  Production Bonus
•  Flex Plans
•  401K Plan 
•  Life and Long & Short Term Disability 

Insurance
•  Paid Holidays & Paid Time Off (PTO)

Apply @  
www.pipestone.com

Call 507-825-2532 to explore 
your future with us.

No experience necessary – we will train 
Full-time Employees average 40-45 hrs/wk, 

Overtime after 40 hrs
Background screening required

FT & PT Swine Technicians WANTED 
in Malta area. 

Essential AG company hiring Now!
NEW MILFORD 

REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED SCRATCH & DENT
• Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers/Dryers • Stoves

AIR CONDITIONERS
30,000; 28,000; 25,000; 23,000; 20,000; 18,000; 

15,000; 12,000; 10,000; 8,000; 5,000; BTU
DEHUMIDIFIERS $99 & UP

07122020

Part-Time
Delivery Person Needed.

Must be able to lift & have 
valid drivers license. Flexible 

hours. Call or stop in at 
Hub City Furniture

429-433 Lincoln Hwy
Rochelle, IL

815-562-8765

04102019

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities, Ogle County, Illi-
nois will receive sealed 
bids for:
Prologis Park Substa-
tion
Equipment Purchase
until 11:00 a.m. local 
time on the 6th day of 
October 2020 at the 
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities, 420 N 6th Street, 
Rochelle, Illinois 61068.
The plans and specifi-
cations are on file with 
the said Rochelle Mu-
nicipal Utilities for view-
ing purposes only.
Copies of the docu-

ments may be acquired 
from BHMG Engineers, 
Inc., 630 Jeffco Boule-
vard, Arnold, Missouri 
63010, Consulting En-
gineers for said City. 
Please email Laura 
Stackle, Lstackle@
bhmg.com with request.
Bids shall be received 
for the aforementioned 
items.
A certified check or 
bank draft on a respon-
sible, solvent bank, or 
a satisfactory bid bond 
executed by the bidder 
and an acceptable sure-
ty company, payable to 
the Rochelle Municipal 

Utilities, Adam Lan-
ning, Utility Manager, or 
Government Bonds or 
cash in the amount of 
not less than five per-
cent (5%) of bid, shall 
be submitted with each 
bid.
The bid shall be marked 
to identify bid package 
contents, reference 
specification 2031 
K003.
The successful bidder 
will be required to:
• Register as a bidder 
for this project.
• Furnish in duplicate 
the following executed 
documents:
• Non-Collusion Affida-
vit
• Bid Form
• Bid Bond, Certified 
Check or Money Order
• And any other docu-
ments as required by 
the specifications.
No bid shall be with-
drawn after the opening 
of bids without the con-
sent of the Utility for a 
period of sixty (60) days 
after the scheduled time 
of closing bids.
The said Rochelle Mu-
nicipal Utilities reserves 
the right to reject any 
or all bids and to waive 
any informalities in bid-
ding, and to determine 
and accept the bid most 
advantageous to the 
Utility.
Rochelle Municipal Util-

ities
Adam Lanning, Utility 
Manager
Date: September 15, 
2020
No.0924
(September 20, 23, 27, 
30, October 4, 7, 2020)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY
IN THE )
MATTER )NO.
OF THE )2020
ESTATE )P 59
OF )     
JOHN )
GEORGE )
WALSH, )
Deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of 
the death of JOHN 
GEORGE WALSH, of 
Rochelle, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued on 
September 17, 2020, 
to EDITH PFEIFFER, 
whose address is 2511 
Reynolds Road, Ashton, 
IL 61006, and whose 
attorneys are Fearer, 
Nye & Chadwick, 420 
4th Avenue, PO Box 
117, Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk 
of the Court at Ogle 
County Courthouse, 
Oregon, IL 61061, or 
with the representative, 
or both, no later than 
March 23, 2020, and 
any claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for EDITH PFEIFFER, 
Administrator of 
the Estate of JOHN 
GEORGE WALSH, 
deceased
No. 0928 (Sept. 23, 30, 
Oct. 7)

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF ROCHELLE
Ogle County, Illinois
RESOLUTION NO. 

R20-36
AN RESOLUTION 

APPROVING A 
PURCHASE AND SALE 

AGREEMENT WITH 
1600

RITCIDE COURT, LLC

WHEREAS, Section 7 
of Article VII of the 1970 
Constitution of the 
State of Illinois provides 
that a municipality that 
is not a home rule unit 
shall only have the 
powers granted to them 
by law and as such 
the City of Rochelle 
(“City”), Ogle County, 
Illinois being a non-
home rule unit pursuant 
to the provisions of said 
Section 7 of Article Vil, 
and may exercise only 
the powers expressly 
granted by law; and
WHEREAS, the Illinois 
General Assembly 
granted non-home rule 
municipalities broad 
authority to “pass all 
ordinances and make 
all rules and regulations 
proper or necessary, 
to carry into effect 
the powers granted 
to municipalities.” 65 
ILCS 5/1-2-1; and
WHEREAS, the City 
of Rochelle, County of 
Ogle, State of Illinois, 
a non-home rule unit 
of government, has 
the power to purchase 
land; and
WHEREAS, the 
City has previously 
p u r c h a s e d 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
16.53 acres of land 
near Ritchie Court 
and Ritchie Road, 
Rochelle, Illinois for 
the installation of an 
electrical distribution
substation; and
WHEREAS, the City 
subdivided the parcel 
into three separate lots 
and has determined 
that Lot 3 of the 
subdivided parcel is 
no longer necessary 
for the operation of the 
electrical utility and is 
found to be surplus 
property by the City 
Council; and
WHEREAS, Lot 3 is 
zoned for industrial 
use in the I-2 General 
Industrial Zoning 
District; and
WHEREAS, the City 
has negotiated a 
Purchase and Sales 
Agreement with 1600 
Ritchie Court LLC, 
a Delaware limited 
liability company, for 
the purchase of Lot 3, 
which consists of 6
acres; and
WHEREAS, the City 
has obtained an 
appraisal and the sales 
price is equal to the 

appraised value of the 
land on a per acre basis 
as required by 65 ILCS 
5/11-76-4.1; and
WHEREAS, the City 
Council finds it to be in 
the best interests of its 
citizens and residents
to enter into this 
Purchase and Sale 
Agreement (attached 
as Exhibit 1) with 1600 
Ritchie Court LLC; and
NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF 
ROCHELLE, OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS:
SECTION ONE: 
That City hereby 
incorporates all of the 
recitals above into this
Resolution as if fully set 
forth herein.
SECTION TWO: The 
City hereby authorizes 
the City Manager to 
execute the Purchase
and Sale Agreement 
with 1600 Ritchie Court 
LLC, in substantially the 
same form as attached 
hereto as Exhibit 1, 
subject to final review 
by the City Attorney, 
and authorizes the 
sale of said property 
in the amount of TWO 
HUNDRED SIXTY-
ONE THOUSAND 
THREE HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY-NINE AND 
71/100 DOLLARS 
{$261,359.71.00).
SECTION THREE: 
If any provision of 
this Resolution or 
application thereof 
to any person or 
circumstance is ruled 
unconstitutional or 
otherwise invalid, such 
invalidity shal1 not 
affect other provisions 
or applications of this 
ordinance that can be 
given effect without 
the invalid application 
or provision, and each 
invalid provision or 
invalid application 
of this Ordinance is 
severable.
SECTION FOUR: 
Where the conditions 
imposed by any 
provisions of this 
Resolution are more 
restrictive than 
comparable provisions 
imposed elsewhere 
in any other local law, 
ordinance, resolution, 
rule or regulation, the 
regulations of this 
Ordinance will govern.
SECTION FIVE: The 
City Clerk shall publish 
this Resolution in 
pamphlet form.
SECTION SIX: This 
Resolution sha11 be 
in full force and effect 
from and after its 
passage, approval and 
publication in pamphlet 
form as provided by 
law.
PASSED THIS 28th day 
of September, 2020.
AYES: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 0
APPROVED THIS 28th 
day of September, 
2020.
Mayor John Bearrows
Attest:

Susan Messer,
City Clerk
STATE OF )
ILLINOIS )ss.
COUNTY )
OF OGLE )
CERTIFICATE
I, Susan L. Messer, 
City Clerk of the City 
of Rochelle, County 
of Ogle and State of 
Illinois, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY that the 
foregoing is a true 
and correct copy of 
Resoltuion No. R20-
36, “AN RESOLUTION 
APPROVING A 
PURCHASE AND 
SALE AGREEMENT 
WITH 1600 RITCHIE 
COURT, LLC” which 
was adopted by the 
Mayor and City Council 
of the City of Rochelle 
on September 28, 2020.
IN WITNESS 
WHEREOF, l have 
hereunto set my 
hand and affixed the 
corporate seal of the 
City of Rochelle this 
28th day of September, 
2020.
Susan Messer,
City Clerk
No. 1004 (Oct. 7) 
PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF ROCHELLE
Ogle County, Illinois
RESOLUTION NO. 

R20-36
AN RESOLUTION 

APPROVING A 
PURCHASE AND 

SALE AGREEMENT 
WITH 1600

RITCIDE COURT, LLC
WHEREAS, Section 7 
of Article VII of the 1970 
Constitution of the State 
of Illinois provides that a 
municipality that is not 
a home rule unit shall 
only have the powers 
granted to them by law 
and as such the City 
of Rochelle (“City”), 
Ogle County, Illinois 
being a non-home 
rule unit pursuant to 
the provisions of said 
Section 7 of Article Vil, 
and may exercise only 
the powers expressly 
granted by law; and
WHEREAS, the Illinois 
General Assembly 
granted non-home rule 
municipalities broad 
authority to “pass all 
ordinances and make 
all rules and regulations 
proper or necessary, 
to carry into effect the 
powers granted to 
municipalities.” 65 ILCS 
5/1-2-1; and
WHEREAS, the City 
of Rochelle, County of 
Ogle, State of Illinois, 
a non-home rule unit 
of government, has the 
power to purchase land; 
and
WHEREAS, the City has 
previously purchased 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
16.53 acres of land 
near Ritchie Court 
and Ritchie Road, 
Rochelle, Illinois for 
the installation of an 
electrical distribution
substation; and
WHEREAS, the City 
subdivided the parcel 
into three separate lots 
and has determined 

that Lot 3 of the 
subdivided parcel is 
no longer necessary 
for the operation of the 
electrical utility and is 
found to be surplus 
property by the City 
Council; and
WHEREAS, Lot 3 is 
zoned for industrial 
use in the I-2 General 
Industrial Zoning 
District; and
WHEREAS, the City has 
negotiated a Purchase 
and Sales Agreement 
with 1600 Ritchie Court 
LLC, a Delaware limited 
liability company, for 
the purchase of Lot 3, 
which consists of 6
acres; and
WHEREAS, the City 
has obtained an 
appraisal and the sales 
price is equal to the 
appraised value of the 
land on a per acre basis 
as required by 65 ILCS 
5/11-76-4.1; and
WHEREAS, the City 
Council finds it to be in 
the best interests of its 
citizens and residents
to enter into this 
Purchase and Sale 
Agreement (attached 
as Exhibit 1) with 1600 
Ritchie Court LLC; and
NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF 
ROCHELLE, OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS:
SECTION ONE: 
That City hereby 
incorporates all of the 
recitals above into this
Resolution as if fully set 
forth herein.
SECTION TWO: The 
City hereby authorizes 
the City Manager to 
execute the Purchase
and Sale Agreement 
with 1600 Ritchie Court 
LLC, in substantially the 
same form as attached 
hereto as Exhibit 1, 
subject to final review 
by the City Attorney, 
and authorizes the 
sale of said property 
in the amount of TWO 
HUNDRED SIXTY-
ONE THOUSAND 
THREE HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY-NINE AND 
71/100 DOLLARS 
{$261,359.71.00).
SECTION THREE: 
If any provision of 
this Resolution or 
application thereof 
to any person or 
circumstance is ruled 
unconstitutional or 
otherwise invalid, such 
invalidity shal1 not 
affect other provisions 
or applications of this 
ordinance that can be 
given effect without 

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has one
opening for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

09302020

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 11-12
300-800 BLOCK 
N. 8TH STREET
300-800 BLOCK 
N. 9TH STREET
300-800 BLOCK 

N. 10TH STREET
300-800 BLOCK 
N. 11TH STREET
200-800 BLOCK 

N. 12TH STREET

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

ROCHELLE: 1402 Brookside. Thursday 
October 8th & Friday October 9th, 8am-5pm. 
Riding Lawn Mower, Electric Snow Blower, 
Miscellaneous Dishes, Small Appliances, Free 
Books, Quilting Loom, Women’s Clothing, 
New Lightly Worn, Many Handmade/Sewn 
Crafts and Holiday Items. (10-07-20)

FRANKLIN GROVE: 203 West South St. 
Wednesday October 7th Thru Sunday October 
11th, 8-? Last Sale of the Season. Something 
For Everyone. Tools, Furniture, Electronics 
and Clothing. (10-07-20)

ROCHELLE: 625 N 12th St. Friday October 
9th, 8am-5pm & Saturday October 10th, 8am-
Noon. Home Décor, Table & Chairs, Jewelry, 
Jr Women Clothes, Shoes, & Miscellaneous 
Items. (10-07-20)

ROCHELLE: 4799 S Center Rd. Thursday 
October 8th, Friday October 9th, & Saturday 
October 10th, 9am-5pm Daily. Rain or Shine. 
HUGE Just Moved/Estate Sale. Women’s 
L-2XL, Kitchen Items, Home Décor, Furniture, 
Books, Lots of New Items. (10-07-20)
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

the invalid application 
or provision, and each 
invalid provision or 
invalid application 
of this Ordinance is 
severable.
SECTION FOUR: 
Where the conditions 
imposed by any 
provisions of this 
Resolution are more 
restrictive than 
comparable provisions 
imposed elsewhere 
in any other local law, 
ordinance, resolution, 
rule or regulation, the 
regulations of this 
Ordinance will govern.
SECTION FIVE: The 
City Clerk shall publish 
this Resolution in 
pamphlet form.
SECTION SIX: This 
Resolution sha11 be 
in full force and effect 
from and after its 
passage, approval and 
publication in pamphlet 
form as provided by 
law.
PASSED THIS 28th day 
of September, 2020.
AYES: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 0
APPROVED THIS 28th 
day of September, 
2020.
Mayor John Bearrows
Attest:
Susan Messer,
City Clerk
STATE OF )
ILLINOIS )ss.
COUNTY )
OF OGLE )
CERTIFICATE
I, Susan L. Messer, 
City Clerk of the City 
of Rochelle, County 
of Ogle and State of 
Illinois, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY that the 
foregoing is a true 
and correct copy of 
Resoltuion No. R20-
36, “AN RESOLUTION 
APPROVING A 
PURCHASE AND 
SALE AGREEMENT 
WITH 1600 RITCHIE 
COURT, LLC” which 
was adopted by the 
Mayor and City Council 
of the City of Rochelle 
on September 28, 2020.
IN WITNESS 
WHEREOF, l have 
hereunto set my 
hand and affixed the 
corporate seal of the 
City of Rochelle this 
28th day of September, 
2020.
Susan Messer,
City Clerk
No. 1004 (Oct. 7)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ON FLAGG 

TOWNSHIP BUDGET
Notice is hereby 
given that a tentative 
amended budget and 
appropriation ordinance 
for Flagg Township in 
the county of Ogle, 
State of Illinois, for the 
fiscal year April 1, 2020 
and ending March 31, 
2021, will be on file and 
conveniently available 
for public inspection 
at the Flagg Township 
Office Building, 303 W. 
Highway 38 Rochelle, 
IL, starting October 7, 
2020, during regular 
office hours of 8:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. Monday – 
Friday.
Notice is further given 
that a public hearing 
on said budget and 
appropriation ordinance 
will be held on Monday, 
November 9, 2020 
during the regular board 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Flagg Township 
Office Building Board 
Room, 303 W. Highway 
38, Rochelle, IL 
whereas final action 
on said ordinance will 
be taken by the Flagg 
Township Board of 
Trustees.
Joanna G. Patrick
Flagg Township Clerk
Contact Person:  
Joanna Patrick 
Flagg Township Clerk
815-757-4310
No. 1006 (Oct. 7)

PUBLIC NOTICE
State of the ownership, 
management, circula-
tion, etc.; required by 
the act of Congress 
of October 23, 1962, 
Section 4369, Title, 39 
United States Code of 
Rochelle News-Leader 
published bi-weekly at 
211 Hwy. 38 E., Ro-

chelle, IL, for Sept. 13, 
2020. State of Illinois, 
County of Ogle.
Before me, a Nota-
ry Public in and for 
the State and County 
aforesaid, personally 
appeared Mike Feltes 
who, having been duly 
sworn to law, deposes 
and says he is the pub-
lisher of the Rochelle 
News-Leader and that 
the following is to the 
best of his knowledge 
and belief and a true 
statement of the own-
ership, management, 
circulation, etc., of the 
aforesaid publication for 
the date shown in the 
above caption, required 
by the act of Congress 
of October 23, 1962, 
Section 4369, Title 39, 
United States Code. 
The names and ad-
dresses of the publisher 
and editor are:
PUBLISHER: Mike 
Feltes, P.O. Box 46, Ro-
chelle, IL 61068.MAN-
AGING EDITOR: Jenni-
fer Simmons, P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068.
That the owner is:
News Media Corpora-
tion, 211 Hwy. 38 East, 
Rochelle, IL 61068, 
John C. Tompkins, 211 
Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 
61068, 
That the known bond-
holders, mortgages and 
other security holders 
owning or holding 1 
percent or more of the 
total amount of bonds, 
mortgages or other se-
curities are: Holcomb 
State Bank, 223 E. IL 
Route 38, Rochelle, IL 
61068, Central Bank, 
340 May Mart Dr., Ro-
chelle, IL 61068, Byline 
Bank, 180 N. Lasalle 
St., #400, Chicago, IL 
60601.
That the six paragraphs 
next about, giving the 
names of the owners, 
stockholders, if any, 
contain not only the 
list of stockholders and 
security holders as 
they appear upon the 
books of the company 
as Trustee or in any 
other fiduciary relation, 
the name of the person 
or corporation for who 
such trustee is acting, is 
given; also that the said 
two paragraphs contain 
statements embracing 
Affiant’s full knowl-
edge and belief as to 
the circumstances and 
conditions under which 
stockholders and secu-
rity holders who do not 
appear upon the books 
of the company as trust-
ees hold stock and se-
curity in a capacity oth-
er than that of a bona 
fide owner, and the 
Affiant has no reason 
to believe that any oth-
er person, association, 
or corporation, has any 
interest direct or indirect 
in the said stock, bonds 
or other securities that 
so stated by him.
A. Total number of 
Copies Printed (net 
press run). Average 
no. copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months 3,353, single 
issue nearest filing date 
3,272.
B. 1. Paid/Requested 
Outside-County Mail 
Subscriptions. Average 
no. copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months 89, single issue 
nearest filing date 86. 
B. 2. Paid In-Coun-
ty Mail Subscriptions. 
Average no. of copies 
each issue during pre-
ceding 12 months 287, 
single issue nearest fil-
ing date 285.
B. 3. Sales through deal-
ers and carriers, street 
vendors, counter sales 
and other non-USPS 
paid distribution. Av-
erage no. copies each 
issue during preceding 
12 months 1,175, single 
issue nearest filing date 
1,119.
B. 4. Other classes 
mailed through USPS. 
Average no. copies 
each issue during pre-
ceding 12 months 0, 
single issue nearest fil-
ing date 0.
C. Total Paid distribu-
tion (sum of 15B (1), 
(2), (3), and (4). Aver-
age no. copies each 

issue during preceding 
12 months 1,551, single 
issue nearest filing date 
1,490.
D. 1. Free Distribution 
by mail Outside-Coun-
ty. Average no. copies 
each issue during pre-
ceding 12 months 20, 
single issue nearest fil-
ing date 20.
D. 2. Free Distritbution 
by mail In-County. Av-
erage no. copies each 
issue during preceding 
12 months 20, single 
issue nearest filing date 
18.
D. 3. Free distribution 
by other classes mailed 
through the USPS. Av-
erage no. copies each 
issue during preceding 
12 months 0, single is-
sue nearest filing date 
0.
D. 4. Free Distribution 
outside the mail (car-
riers and others). Av-
erage no. copies each 
issue during preceding 
12 months 32, single 
issue nearest filing date 
30.
E. Total Free Distribu-
tion (sum of 15d (1), (2), 
(3), and (4)). Average 
no. copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months 72, single issue 
nearest filing date 68.
F. Total distribution (sum 
of 15c and 15e). Aver-
age no. copies each 
issue during preceding 
12 months 1,623, single 
issue nearest filing date 
1,558.
G. Copies not Dis-
tributed. Average no. 
copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months 1,730, single 
issue nearest filing date 
1,714.
H. Total (sum 15f and 
15g). Average no. 
copies each issue 
during preceding 12 
months 3,353, single 
issue nearest filing date 
3,272.
I. Percent Paid and or 
Requested Circula-
tion. Average no. cop-
ies each issue during 
preceding 12 months 
95.56%, single issue 
nearest filing date 
95.63%.
I certify that the state-
ments made by me 
above are correct and 
complete.
Mike Feltes, publisher
Sworn to and sub-
scribed before me this 
28th day of September, 
2020.
Kelly White, 
Notary Public
My commission expires 
10-10-22
No. 0940 (Oct. 7)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CDL DRIVER and Farm 
Help Wanted For Fall 
Harvest. 10 Miles South 
of Rochelle. 815-716-
6681. (10-11-20)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FRANKLIN GROVE - 
Like New Heavy Duty 
Jazzy Power Chair. Call 
For Details. 814-453-
2593. (10-07-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet, Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing. 815-762-
6650 or 815-761-3968. 
(10-14-20)

ROCHELLE: LARGE 
2-BEDROOM, North 
Side. Heat & Water 
Included. No Pets. 
Available Now. 815-
919-9015. (10-28-20)

 

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

Want breaking news wherever you are?

Like us on facebook.
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LOCAL NEWS

Act by Oct. 31, 2020 for this special subscription offer. 

Get 30% off when you renew or start 
a News-Leader Subscription!

Clip the form below and mail it in with your check, or stop in our office 
to pay in person, or call in and pay with credit card over the phone.

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City:  ________  State:  ____Zip:  ________________

Telephone:  _________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________
Offer valid for both new starts and renewals.  

Offer expires on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020.

$79
for 52 Weeks

$42
for 26 Weeks

P.O. Box 46 - 211 Hwy. 38 East 
 Rochelle, IL 61068

815-561-2112

OR

09132020

NORTHERN ILLINOIS – Recent health and 
safety guidelines affected many youth serving or-
ganizations, and Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois 
(GSNI) is no different. The organization turned to 
technology and safe, in-person outdoor events to 
provide girls with the necessary benefits of the Girl 
Scout Leadership Experience.

The organization started offering Girl Scout 
SnapShots—20-minute virtual activities for girls in 
Kindergarten and grades 1–3 and their families who 
are interested in learning more about Girl Scouts! 
Girls meet new friends online in real time while 
choosing between activities like building an edible 
campfire, making a robot friend, crafting a bird’s nest, 
or designing a fairy house. SnapShots are available 
in both English and Spanish. 

After participating in a SnapShot event, interest-
ed families are invited to an online family meeting 
where they can choose to register their girl as a Girl 
Scout! Families can sign up for a convenient Girl 
Scout SnapShot that fits their schedule at www.
girlscoutsni.org/snapshot. 

GSNI kicked off their virtual recruitment campaign 
in mid-July 2020 and has hosted over 20 SnapShot 

events resulting in nearly 50 girls registering as first-
time Girl Scouts!

“SnapShots give families the chance to preview 
Girl Scouts. We meet online and do virtual activities 
together in real time, but we talk about safe ways 
Girl Scouts can currently have adventures in-person 
and online. Then, as interested girls register, they’re 
placed in new and existing Girl Scout troops in their 
area to start their own Girl Scout journey,” says 
MaryBeth Markwell, GSNI Recruitment Resource 
Manager. 

The organization is also hosting safe, in-person 
Girl Scout Drive-Thru events for interested new mem-
bers! These events take place outdoors where girls 
and their families can easily socially distance while 
playing outdoor Girl Scout games and meeting new 
friends! GSNI will follow all recommended health 
and safety practices, including asking participants to 
wear masks and providing enough space to maintain 
a distance of 6 feet between families. Hand sanitizer 
will also be available.

Interested families can learn more and get started 
at www.girlscoutsni.org/snapshot or contact GSNI at 
1-844-476-4463 or customercare@girlscoutsni.org. 

Girl Scouts host online SnapShots and in-
person drive-thru events for new members



Fire Prevention WeekFire Prevention Week
Saluting members of the Rochelle Fire Department 

and the Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District Oct. 4 - 10, 2020Oct. 4 - 10, 2020
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Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District trustees

Pictured at left are the Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District 
trustees, back, Carl Johnson and Thad Hayes; and front left to 
right, Rick Kasmar, Erik Petry and Lance Noggle. The Ogle-Lee 
Fire Protection District serves the communities of Creston, 
Hillcrest, Flagg Center and Steward.

Flagg Center
Pictured front row, left to right, are Lisa Bolhous, cadet Cody Eichinger, Larry Lange, Tyler Carls, James Rodriguez, Mike McGill; back row, left to right, Matt 
Bolhous, cadet Dominic Williams, chief Orville Good, assistant chief Rich Patterson and Zech VanVickle. Not pictured are Kyle Aldridge, Zeke Horn, Dale Lippold, 
John Plaza and Tom Westin.



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 3 • PAGE 3WEDNESDAY, OCT. 7, 2020

THE National Fire 
Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA), the 

official sponsor of Fire Pre-
vention Week for more than 95 
years, has announced “Serve 
Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen” 
as the theme for Fire Preven-
tion Week, Oct. 4 through 10.

NFPA’s focus on cooking 
fire safety comes in response 
to home cooking fires rep-
resenting the leading cause 
of U.S. home fires, with 
nearly half (49 percent) of all 
home fires involving cook-
ing equipment; unattended 
cooking is the leading cause 
of these fires.

“Cooking continues to be a 
major contributor to the home 
fire problem,” said Lorraine 
Carli, NFPA vice president 
of Outreach and Advocacy. 
“The good news is that the 
vast majority of these fires 
are highly preventable. This 
year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign works to better edu-
cate the public about where 
potential cooking hazards 
exist and basic but critical 
ways to prevent them.”

Carli notes that this year’s 
focus on cooking safety is 
particularly timely. 

“As the public may con-
tinue to avoid restaurants for 
some time and opt instead to 
do more cooking and enter-
taining at home, the potential 
for home cooking fires will 
likely increase as well,” Carli 
said.

Key messages around this 
year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign, “Serve Up Fire 
Safety in the Kitchen” will 
include the following:

Keep a close eye on what 
you’re cooking; never leave 
cooking unattended

Keep anything that can 
catch fire — oven mitts, 
wooden utensils, food pack-
aging, towels or curtains — at 
least three feet away from 
your stovetop.

 Be on alert. If you are 
sleepy or have consumed 
alcohol, don’t use the stove 
or stovetop.

For more information about 
Fire Prevention Week and this 
year’s theme, “Serve Up Fire 
Safety in the Kitchen,” along 

with a wealth of resources to 
help promote the campaign 
locally, visit fpw.org.

As all of us continue to 
navigate the evolving situa-
tion with COVID-19, NFPA 
remains committed to sup-
porting you with the resources 
you need to minimize risk and 
help prevent loss, injuries, 
and death from fire, electrical, 
and other hazards. For infor-
mation on NFPA’s response 
to the coronavirus, pleasevisit 
our webpage.

About Fire 
Prevention Week

NFPA has been the official 
sponsor of Fire Prevention 
Week since 1922. According 
to the National Archives and 
Records Administration's Li-
brary Information Center, Fire 
Prevention Week is the lon-
gest running public health and 
safety observance on record. 
The President of the United 
States has signed a procla-
mation declaring a national 
observance during that week 
every year since 1925. Visit 
www.firepreventionweek.org 
for more safety information.

About the NFPA
Founded in 1896, NFPA 

is a global self-funded non-
profit organization devoted 
to eliminating death, injury, 
property and economic loss 
due to fire, electrical and 
related hazards. 

The association delivers 
information and knowledge 
through more than 300 con-
sensus codes and standards, 
research, training, education, 
outreach and advocacy; and 
by partnering with others 
who share an interest in fur-
thering the NFPA mission. 

All NFPA codes and stan-
dards can be viewed online 
for free at www.nfpa.org/
freeaccess.

Serve up fire safety in the kitchen

Chief Dave Sawlsville
40 years - A.A.S., B.A., CCEMTP
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Tyler Carls
11 years - A.A.S., EMT-P

10082015

Rochelle Township
High School

Tyler is a 2009 
RTHS graduate.

Tyler is a RTHS
2009 graduate.

Kenny Dougherty
10 years - EMT-P

401 Cherry Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-5050

Brian Edwards
25 years - A.A.S., EMT-P

10112016

620 S. 7th St.,
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2177
www.prescottbrothersfordrochelle.com

Thank you
for your years

of service!

Lt. Jeremy Good
16 years - A.A.S., EMT-P

10112016

Thank you for your continued 
dedication and commitment!

ROCHELLE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
333 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle

www.rmu.net • 815-562-4155

Ben Johnson
15 years - B.S., EMT-P

10082015

1115 Turkington Terrace
Rochelle, IL • 815-562-3312

Josh Lewis
14 years - A.A.S., EMT-P

10082015

815-562-1404
TTY 847-390-1460

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068

CALL FOR INFORMATION:

SENIOR HOUSING

Managed By:
Lutheran Social Services Of Illinois

www.lssi.org
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Lt. Zach Prewett
16 years - B.A., EMT-P

JAMES E. SUPANCIC
INSURANCE

“SPUD”
516 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068

All Lines of Insurance
Commercial • Home • Auto • Life • Health
License and Title Service • Plate Stickers

www.SpudInsurance.org
(815) 562-7552 Fax (815) 562-6611

Lt. Jason UnderwoodLt. Jason Underwood
25 years - B.S., M.S., Ed.D., EMT-P25 years - B.S., M.S., Ed.D., EMT-P

ROCHELLE | ASHTON  | OREGON 

815.562.5571

Jody Willis
11 years - EMT-P

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

Give Us A Call - 815-561-4035!

Jami Hackman & Nikki Lynch

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto * Home Improvent * Vacation

Tyler Christopherson
2 yr. - Firefighter/Paramedic

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle

Curt Helgren
2 years - Firefighter/

Paramedic

Rochelle Pharmacy
314 Lincoln Hwy. 

Downtown Rochelle

815-562-4444
Accepting Over 3000 Insurance Plans

Free
Prescription

Delivery!

Ryan Baylor
7 years - A.A.S., EMT-P

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Shingled Roofs • Flat Roofs • Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities• Shingled Roofs • Flat Roofs • Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes • Additions• Custom Built Homes • Additions

Residential, Concrete Driveways, Flatwork & FoundationsResidential, Concrete Driveways, Flatwork & Foundations
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Steward Fire Department
Pictured left to right are Gary Morgan, Terry Macklin, Josh Harmon, explorer 
Noah Simmons, Zachery Burkhart and chief Galen Cardott. Not pictured are 
assistant chief Don Arjes, Brandon Barkei, Tom Brown, Alexander Frye, Mike 
Harmon, Brian Johnson, Zack Lawrence, Bill Miller, Matthew Moore, Ricky Moore, 
Jason Pavlak and Lowell Taylor.

Hillcrest Fire Department
Pictured left to right are Justin Kaecker, Danielle Kaecker, Joelle Builta, chief Steve Builta, assistant chief Roger Johanning, James Brandt, Paul Cooney and 
Heather Johnson. Not pictured are Scott Anderson, Anita Byrd, Josh Lewis and Beth Smith.
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Thank you to the Rochelle 
and Ogle-Lee firefighters!

Creston Fire Department
Pictured are explorer Christian Thorne, Corday Cathina, Tyler Pellegrini, Ben Ward, explorer Sydney Thorne, chief Curt Ward, explorer Dani Ward and Mary Fiedler. 
Not pictured are Noah Allgeyer, Josh Crawford, Jeremy Good, Levi Johnson, Brian Roose, Javier Salinas, Lonie Sarver, Tonya Sarver, Gary Taylor, Judy Williams and 
Wayne Williams.
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Lanet Erickson
13 years

Ryan Brown
14 years

Brian Bakker
14 years

Rochelle Fire Department Paid-on-Call volunteers

Maria Perusquia
8 years

Jordan Miller
9 years

Angela Gillis
9 years

Dylan Fisher
6 years

Nick Rhoads
6 years

Brandan Sanders
6 years

Paul Hardcastle
5 years

Beth Smith
4 years

Matt Wittenauer
4 years

Austin Gillis
5 years

Mike McGill
4 years

Josh Valdivieso
16 years

Tim Leahey
28 years

Curt Ward
21 years

Qualifications to become a 
Paid-on-Call Firefighter:

• 18 years old or older
• Possess a valid driver's license

• High school graduate or 
equivalent

*For more information, contact the 
Rochelle Fire Department at 

815-562-2122

James Brandt
2 years

Anita Byrd
2 years

Jordan Isaacs
2 years

Jon Plaza
1 year

Heather Johnson
1 year

Dan Miller
34 years

Zech VanVickle
3 years

Kyle Aldridge
2 years

Not pictured:

Madison 
Underwood - 

New Hire
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