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“This Thanksgiving is going 
to look different than others 
have before, and it’s because 
it has to.”

–Michigan governor
Gretchen Whitmer
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By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker announced last 
week that the entire state 
would enter Tier 3 of his 
mitigation plan, which began 
Nov. 20, as he noted the best 
way for Illinoisans to avoid 
another stay-at-home order 
was by staying home.

“Tier 3 boils down to 
this: if you don’t need to do 
it, don’t,” Gov. JB Pritzker 
said of leaving the home as 
COVID-19 cases and hospi-
talizations continue to soar.

Pritzker, at his daily 
briefing, said the Tier 3 
mitigations stop short of a 
stay-at-home order, although 
staying home was the best 
option for limiting the virus’ 
spread. More businesses are 
allowed to remain open than 
when he issued a stay-at-
home order in March because 
more is known about the 
virus, he said. 

State issues stricter mitigations 
in ongoing fight against COVID-19
q Efforts are being made to avoid another stay-at-home order

RESTORE ILLINOIS
Tier 3 mitigations in all regions

The announcement con-
firmed that certain business-
es – including casinos and 
indoor gaming terminals 
– would close. The Tier 3 
mitigations also call for 
limiting home gatherings 
to household members and 
banning gatherings at meet-
ing rooms, banquet centers, 
private party rooms, private 
clubs and country clubs. 
Funerals are limited to 10 
family members of the de-
ceased person. 

“To be very clear, we are 
relying on you here,” Pritzker 
said. “Nobody will go door-
to-door to check on you. But 
we’re asking people to hold 
themselves and each other 

“To be very clear, we are relying on you here. 
Nobody will go door-to-door to check on you. 
But we’re asking people to hold themselves 
and each other accountable.”

–Gov. JB Pritzker

accountable.”
The mitigations are need-

ed, according to the governor 
and IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike, because hospitaliza-
tions are hitting a point of 
exponential growth, meaning 
the rate of increase is growing 
faster. Mitigations will be in 
place until numbers start to 
decrease significantly, the 
governor said.

“In hospitals throughout 
the state, one out of every 
four patients has COVID and 
that number is only going 
to grow,” Ezike said. “So if 
those COVID numbers grow, 
and flu hospitalizations will 
grow, where will someone 
go with chest pain? Where See Mitigations, Page A5

would they go if they acutely 
notice facial droop? After 
a car accident? We have to 
be able to take care of all 
of the people of Illinois and 
have the hospital capacity 
to do so.”

The virus spreads through 
respiratory droplets and 
when people are in close con-
tact with one another, so the 
new mitigations are aimed at 
keeping people further apart 
from one another, she said. 

“Right now this virus has 
backed us into a corner,” 
she said. “And we are left 
making insanely difficult and 
weighty decisions. We all 
want to get back to normal 
but we can’t get there just 
yet. I urge people to turn their 
frustration and their anger 
into something positive. 
Instead of trying to buck the 
mitigations, can we all just 

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – A bipartisan group of 
governors from seven Midwestern states, 
including Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, issued 
a joint plea for residents of their states 
to take precautions against the spread of 
COVID-19 over the upcoming holiday 
weekend, even if that means avoiding 
travel and family get-togethers.

“This Thanksgiving is going to look 
different than others have before, and it’s 
because it has to,” Michigan Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer said during a virtual joint 
news conference. “I know that instead 
of hosting a big, in-person Thanksgiving 
like I usually do, I’m going to be setting 
up a Zoom call with my family members.”

Whitmer was joined by Pritzker, Ken-
tucky Gov. Andy Beshear, Wisconsin Gov. 
Tony Evers and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, 
all Democrats, in the news conference. 
Earlier, however, those governors were 
joined by Republican Govs. Eric Holcomb 
of Indiana and Mike DeWine of Ohio in 
releasing a joint video on social media 
calling on residents throughout the region 
to take extra precautions this year.

All of those states, as well as others 
in the region, have seen some of the 
most rapid growth rates in the nation for 
COVID-19 infections and hospitaliza-
tions. And the news conference came on 
the same day Pritzker announced that all 
of Illinois has been placed under Tier 3 
mitigations, which include the closing of 
certain nonessential businesses and strict 
capacity limits in retail stores, fitness 
centers and some other establishments.

“As of our most current data, Illinois 
today is averaging more than 5,200 pa-
tients (per day) fighting COVID-19 in our 
hospitals – 400 more individuals than at 
our spring high,” Pritzker said. “And this 
isn’t just in Chicago or our other cities in 

Illinois. It’s happening in our suburbs and 
our rural areas.”

According to the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, as of Monday, Nov. 15, 
the most severe hospital resource shortage 
was in Region 7 of the state’s mitigation 
plan, made up of Will and Kankakee 
counties, where only 12 percent of the 
region’s hospital medical and surgical 
beds, and 16 percent of intensive care 
unit beds remained available.

But many of the governors said they 
were less concerned about the availability 
of hospital beds than about hospital staff.

“Because every day that you have 
3,000, 4,000, 5,000 cases, those include 
our health care workers too,” Kentucky 
Gov. Beshear said. “And they’re not 
getting it at the hospital. They’re getting 
it in their communities. So, to make sure 
that we have enough people and enough 
staffing, we need people to do their part 
and to remember, if you don’t want to 
mask and you go out in public, you may 
be infecting that health care worker that 
you or your family could later need.”

Wisconsin Gov. Evers said his state is 
experiencing the same problem.

“Here, we are at capacity or very close 
to it,” he said. “But it is about the people 
that do the hard work. We have a severe 
shortage of people, we’re stealing from 
other states. And, you know, we’re stealing 
from the states around us for God’s sakes. 

Midwest governors urge residents 
to limit contact over the holidaysMENDOTA – Mendota Elementary 

School District 289 will remain closed 
for full in-person learning until Monday, 
Jan. 18, 2021.

This “adaptive pause” is designed to 
prevent further spread of COVID-19 and 
reduce the risk for district students, staff 
and community.

Student learning will be Monday 
through Friday with remote/blended learn-
ing for all students. Northbrook School 

will continue its A-Day/B-Day scheduling. 
Packets will continue to be made available.

Meal pickup will be Mondays and 
Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at Northbrook. If you are already receiving 
pickups, you don’t need to do anything. 
To be added to the list, call 815-539-6237.

Parents need to take attendance in 
TeacherEase during the closure.

For more information, contact the 
District office at 815-539-7631.

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Elementary School 
District 289 Board of Educa-
tion has an-
nounced the 
approval of a 
contract for 
the district’s 
next super-
intendent , 
K. Bradley 
Cox. He will 
succeed current superinten-
dent Dr. Kristen School upon 
her retirement on June 30, 
2021. The three-year contract 
was approved on Nov. 20 at a 
special board meeting.

“After an extensive search 
and several hours of inter-
views with numerous lead-
ers, we believe that Mr. Cox 
is the best choice for our dis-
trict,” said Board President 
Sean Pappas. “The process 
we used included input and 
feedback from teachers, 
administrators, parents and 
the community, recognizing 
that the individual serving in 
this role is an integral pillar 
of leadership in our role.”

Cox is currently in his 
19th year as a Superintendent 

of Schools in rural Illinois 
communities. He began his 
educational career at River-
ton High School as a science 
teacher and coach, followed 
by the Junior-Senior High 
principalship in Greenview. 
Mendota Elementary will 
be his fifth superintenden-
cy with the previous four 
(Donovan, Tri-Valley, Erie, 
Beecher) being in unit dis-
tricts providing him with 
a great perspective of not 
only elementary education, 
but also the needs of our 
graduating eighth graders.

“I believe that children 
should be at the center of 
each decision that a school 
makes,” said Cox. “I practice 
leadership through service, 
to foster positive relation-
ships built on trust, respect, 
communication and trans-
parency.” He was described 
as an inspirational leader 
with the ability to handle dif-
ficult situations with utmost 
dignity and consideration by 
former colleagues and board 
members.

The union membership at 
his current district voted and 

expressed a 98 percent rating 
of support for Cox.

As part of the final deci-
sion process, the Mendota 
Elementary 289 Board of 
Education hosted a commu-
nity conversation with two 
finalist candidates. Questions 
were asked by administra-
tors, teachers and parents 
and written feedback was 
provided by all attendees 
to the board. Feedback re-
flected confidence in Cox’s 
depth of experience and his 
student-centric leadership.

Cox has an extensive back-
ground in finance and human 
resources and holds degrees 
from Illinois State University 
and Eastern Illinois Universi-
ty. During his career, Cox has 
been a regional and statewide 
presenter on 1:1 technology 
implementation, staff pro-
fessional development, and 
alternative energy for schools.

Cox will be relocating to 
the area with his wife Janna. 
They have three sons, Will, 
Alex and Adam. Adam will 
be attending third grade at 
Lincoln Elementary School 
in Mendota next year.

District 289 closed until Jan. 18

B. Cox

District 289 hires superintendent
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Learn from home with Winter Webinars
URBANA – From selecting and caring 

for a Christmas tree to creating a winter 
haven for birds, the University of Illinois 
Extension Good Growing Winter Webinar 
series has seasonally appropriate tips and 
tricks to keep you informed from the comfort 
of home this winter.

Extension Educators Andrew Holsinger, 
Chris Enroth, Ken Johnson and Katie Parker 
will lead a series of five live sessions with 
follow-along activities.

Webinars are free and will be 3 to 4 p.m. 
CST Wednesdays from Nov. 25 to Dec. 16 
and return in 2021 on Jan. 6. Sign up for one 
or all of the sessions. Advance registration is 
required for each session.

• Christmas Tree Types and Care - Nov. 
25: Different types of Christ-
mas trees offer different colors, 
strength of fragrance, needle 
retention, branch sturdiness, and 
other attributes. Join Local Foods 
and Small Farms Educator Katie 
Parker to learn about the different 
types of trees and how to care 
for live trees. Illinois Extension 
educators will demonstrate how 
to create nature-themed ornaments, in this 
kid-friendly hands-on activity. Sign up at 
go.illinois.edu/GGChristmasTrees.  

• Fun with Evergreen Foliage - Dec. 2: 
Craft some holiday elegance with evergreen 
foliage for your home. Learn how to craft 
your favorite holiday décor and how to source 
suitable materials in your home landscape. 

Extension Educator Andrew Holsinger will 
demonstrate how to make a wreath and fol-
low along at home with hands-on activities 
for kissing balls, outdoor holiday planters 
or evergreen gnomes. Sign up at go.illinois.
edu/GGEvergreenFoliage.   

• Popular Holiday Plant Care - Dec. 
9: Do you love buying holiday plants like 
poinsettia and amaryllis, but struggle to 
keep the plants alive through the holidays let 
alone keeping them going year-round? Join 
Illinois Extension educators as they discuss 
popular holiday plants and their care. During 
this webinar they will talk about poinsettia, 
amaryllis, holiday cactus, and Norfolk Island 
pine. Sign up at go.illinois.edu/GGHoliday-
PlantCare.   

• Holiday Spices - Dec. 
16: Ever wonder about where 
those holiday spices you’re 
using come from, or if you 
could grow them? Illinois Ex-
tension educators Ken Johnson 
and Chris Enroth will cover 
the origins and how to grow 
popular holiday spices such 
as nutmeg, cinnamon, clove, 

allspice, peppermint, citrus, and ginger. Sign 
up at go.illinois.edu/GGHolidaySpices.   

• Create a Winter Bird Haven - Jan. 6: 
Gardens are a haven for bird year-round. Lots 
of wildlife use yards for over-wintering and 
provide a delightful spectacle on cold days. 

Friends of the Library holding 
mini-tree decorating contest

MENDOTA - Friends 
of the Library is inviting 
the community to enter 
the Graves-Hume Public 
Library Christmas Tree 
Decorating Contest. Pick 
up a mini-tree now through 
Nov. 30 at the Library. No 
library card is required; 
one tree per family. 

Decorate your tree 
however you wish, using 
any sort of materials. Drop 
off the decorated tree at the 
library by Dec. 8 and invite 
your friends and family 
to vote with dollars. All 
proceeds will help Friends 

of the Library provide 
future library programs. 
The Friends group is a 
separate, charitable entity 
that supports the library 
with monetary donations 
for books and programs 
not in the library’s budget. 

Voting will begin Dec. 
9 and end on Dec. 23. The 
tree with the most money 
collected will receive the 
grand prize of $30 Men-
dota Chamber Gift card. 
Second place winner will 
receive a $20 Mendota 
Chamber Gift Card. Help 
decorate the library with your festive ideas.
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Mendota Mutual 
Insurance Company
1019 Main St., P.O. Box 498 • Mendota

(815) 539-3426
www.mendotamutual.com

Your Home Town Property Insurance Company

ARC Insurance
Peru • 815-223-4660

Español

Blackhawk
Insurance Services

Dixon
815-499-0127

Dimond Bros.
Insurance Agency

Peru • 815-223-7923

Dose Agency, LLC
Oglesby

815-883-8616

Erickson Insurance
Plainfield

815-436-6211
First State Insurance

Mendota
815-539-5651

Earlville
815-246-8261

Paw Paw
815-627-8552

Setchell Agency, LTD
Mendota

815-539-9311

Stillwell Insurance
Pontiac • 815-844-5057

Kevin Thompson
Insurance

Ottawa • 815-792-8030

In A World Of What Ifs
We’ve Got You 

Covered

This Holiday Season 
make sure your 

insurance can handle the 
unexpected. Don’t forget 
to clean out your dryer 

lint vents, too!
Contact one of our  

agents for a NO COST 
insurance review.

11232020

LET’S KEEP IT UP
LET’S ALL #MASKUP

We know it’s tough that we all need to do our part and keep wearing 

masks. But here’s what we also know: The science has not changed. 

Masks slow the spread of COVID-19. So please join us as we all embrace 

this simple ask: Wear. Care. Share with #MaskUp. 

Together, wearing is caring. And together, we are saving lives.

EVERYMASKUP.COM

See WINTER, Page A3

HOLY CROSS HONOR ROLLS
Holy Cross Honor Roll 1st quarter 2020-21

8th High Honor Roll
Lily Bokus—4.0, Kir-

by Bond—4.0, Alondra 
Delao, Ava Eddy, Bailey 
Engels—4.0, Cassandra 
Gonzalez—4.0, Lauren Hol-
land, Libby Huffaker—4.0, 
Korinne Miars—4.0, Izzy 
Rosales, Grace Royer—4.0, 
Kenley Wilson—4.0

8th Honor Roll
Benjamin Bresley, Na-

talie Hanaman, Ella Martin
7th High Honor Roll
Maren Atherton, Alex 

Beetz, Anna Cyrocki, Laylie 
Denault, Dane Doyle, Mae 
Hagenbuch, Brody Hartt, 
Alex Holland, Addisyn 
Jones, Grady Jones, Ella 
Lewis, Peri Manning, Koop-
er Novak, Lily Soliman, Joe 
Stewart, Aden Tillman

7th Honor Roll

Addyson Allensworth, 
Breanna Martinez, Nick 
Sheridan

6th High Honor Roll
Emily Diaz, Emma Huf-

faker, Elaina Koch, Kara 
Miars, Alexandrew Tillman

6th Honor Roll
Nolan Hagenbuch, Abbie 

Kreiser, James Whitmore
5th High Honor Roll
Charlee Dankenbring, 

Komen Denault, Hayley 
Diaz, Corbin Doll, Karson 
Doyle, Giselle Gonzalez, 
Leah Henkel, Kaylee Mac-
Donald, Abby Magallanes, 
Gaby Martinez, Ashlynn 
Rickels, Elsie Soliman, Ross 
Sondgeroth, Cole Tillman, 
Charles Wilson

5th Honor Roll
Emily Diaz, Nolan Ha-

genbuch, Abbie Kreiser

Graves-Hume 
Library open

MENDOTA - Graves-
Hume Public Library District 
will remain open for “Grab 
& Go” and curbside services 
in compliance with the latest 
Tier 3 Resurgence Mitiga-
tions in the Restore Illinois 
Plan. Grab & Go service in 
the building includes brows-
ing, material check out and 
public computer use, as well 
as scan and fax services.

Patrons are asked to limit 
their time in the library. Face 
coverings that cover both 
mouth and nose are required 
for all library staff and pa-
trons over the age of 2 and 
six feet of distance must be 
maintained. Patrons are also 
asked to stay home if they or 
a member of their family is 
currently ill or exhibiting any 
symptoms of COVID-19.

Music and dance remain prominent 
at Holiday Folk Fair International

MILWAUKEE, Wis. 
– Dancers and musicians 
representing cultures from 
around the world will contin-
ue to be a key component of 
the 77th annual Holiday Folk 
Fair International, Ameri-
ca’s premiere multi-cultural 
festival that is now being 
presented online at www.
FolkFair.org.

Videos of dance and 
musical performances by 
the following groups and/or 
individuals will be offered 
as part of this year’s event: 
Algerian Dance Group, 
Caledonia Scottish Dancers, 
Chuevang Xion (Hmong 
Musician), Dance Acade-
my of Mexico (Youth and 
Adult Group Performances), 
Dnipro Ukrainian Adult 
Dance Ensemble, Filipino 
American Association of 
Wisconsin, The Givatay-
im (Israeli) Dance Group, 
Kalyna Ukrainian Dance 

Ensemble (Children), Lat-
vian Dance Group, LAU-
ME Lithuanian Folk Dance 
Group, Milwaukee Croatian 
Tamburitzans, Na Less Bul-
garian Cultural Dancers, 
Nefertari African Dance 
Company, Polynesian Dance 
Group, Promin Ukrainian 
Youth Dance Ensemble, 
Paul Trebian (Tlingit Native 
American Group), Syrena 
Polish Folk Dance Group, 
Tradizione Vivente (Italian 
Dance Group of Milwaukee), 
Viata Romanesca Romanian 
Folk Dance Ensemble.

In addition, groups have 
prepared dance demonstra-
tion videos that will allow 
viewers to practice and 
learn dances performed by 
the cultural groups during 
Holiday Folk Fair Interna-
tional and at other locations 
throughout the area. The 
following groups prepared 
dance demos: Dance Acad-
emy of Mexico, Nefertari 
African Dance Company, 
Polynesian Dance Group, 
Shanley Spence, Indige-
nous Dancer, Turam Turk-
ish Folk Dance Ensemble, 
Tradizione Vivente (Italian 
Dance Group of Milwaukee), 
Viata Romanesca Romanian 
Dance Group.

A program of the Interna-
tional Institute of Wisconsin 
(IIW), the 2020 event theme 
is “Celebrate the Culture 
of Plants – The Seeds of 

See FOLK, Page A4

See LIBRARY, Page A3
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Attracting birds to the winter 
landscape can be incredibly 
rewarding for all ages. 

Horticulture Educator 
Chris Enroth will describe 
the species of birds in Illi-
nois during the winter, what 
they’re looking for, and how 
to make habitat so they stick 
around all year. 

Enroth will be joined by 
other Extension Educators 
who will demonstrate cre-
ative ways to feed the birds 
with logs, toilet paper rolls, 
grapefruit and a fruit and 
popcorn garland. 

Please sign up online at 

go.illinois.edu/GGWinter-
Birds.   

University of Illinois 
Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment. If you need 
reasonable accommodation 

to participate in this program, 
please contact Horticulture 
Educator Chris Enroth at 
cenroth@illinois.edu. Early 
requests are strongly encour-
aged to allow sufficient time 
for meeting access needs.

LOCAL AND AREA

Comparing our loans to
the loans of others

Is an apples-to-oranges
comparison.

Eureka’s commitment to the community is evident by the fact 
that all loans made at Eureka stay in house, unlike most 

competitors, who sell their loans into the secondary market. 

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

NMLS#447018
MEMBER 

FDIC

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

NMLS#447018

Carl’s Quiz
What are the most often recorded 

songs in the U.S.?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: The Eiffel Tower 
was originally intended for Barcelona, but Spain 

rejected the project.
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

Winter
Continued from Page A2

Brought to  you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

Smaller turkeys, lower prices on Thanksgiving menu
URBANA – As concerns rise over 

the possible spread of coronavirus 
during large family gatherings, the 
expected smaller holiday party size is 
affecting the food production industry. 

A smaller number of guests in homes 
means consumers are looking for 
smaller whole turkeys on the holiday 
menu in 2020.

Local health authorities, including 
the Centers for Disease Control, are 
warning against large family gath-
erings for the holidays, so consum-
ers may downsize from their usual 
25-pound bird or switch the menu 
entirely.

“What’s going to happen is people 
are going to have smaller group set-
tings and buy boneless turkey breasts 
instead of the whole turkey,” says Ken 
Koelkebeck, University of Illinois 
animal sciences professor. “There may 
also be more demand for ham.”

Koelkebeck, who specializes in 
poultry production, says supermarkets 
will be serving up good deals this 
year, especially on birds larger than 15 
pounds. He’s seen prices between 33 
cents to 39 cents a pound.

“In order to sell those whole turkeys, 
they’re going to have to cut the price,” 
Koelkebeck says, “and that means good 
specials for consumers on whole birds.”

Grocery stores typically lose money 
on whole turkeys with low prices, but 
use the marketing strategy of lower pric-
es to gets shoppers in the door hoping 
they’ll spend more on other holiday 
ingredients, sides, and desserts.

For those worried they won’t get 
enough leftovers, prices are expected to 
drop even further after Thanksgiving, 

as low as 19 cents a pound. Koelkebeck 
says that might be a good time to stock 
up if you  have the freezer space because 
higher feed prices for corn and soybeans 

will affect the turkey supply in 2021.
To see a video tutorial on how to 

break down a turkey for storage, visit 
go.illinois.edu/CutWholeTurkey.

American Life in Poetry
By TED KOOSER 
U.S. Poet Laureate, 2004-2006
James Crews is the editor of a very timely anthology 

entitled “Healing the Divide: Poems of Kindness and 
Connection,” published by Green Writers Press. He’s 
also an accomplished poet and the author of several 
books, including “Bluebird.” 

This poem by Crews first appeared, appropriately 
at Gratefulness.org. 

Winter Morning
When I can no longer say thank you

for this new day and the waking into it,
for the cold scrape of the kitchen chair

and the ticking of the space heater glowing
orange as it warms the floor near my feet,
I know it’s because I’ve been fooled again
by the selfish, unruly man who lives in me

and believes he deserves only safety
and comfort. But if I pause as I do now,

and watch the streetlights outside flashing
off one by one like old men blinking their

cloudy eyes, if I listen to my tired neighbors
slamming car doors hard against the morning

and see the steaming coffee in their mugs
kissing chapped lips as they sip and

exhale each of their worries white into
the icy air around their faces—then I can
remember this one life is a gift each of us

was handed and told to open: Untie the bow
and tear off the paper, look inside

and be grateful for whatever you find
even if it is only the scent of a tangerine

that lingers on the fingers long after
you’ve finished peeling it.

(We do not accept unsolicited manuscripts. American 
Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation 
(www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of “Poetry” 
magazine. It is also supported by the Department of 
English at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Poem 
copyright ©2019 by James Crews, “Winter Morning,” 
from Gratefulness.org, (2019). Poem reprinted by per-
mission of James Crews and the publisher.)

Continued from Page A2

Library

It is also encouraged that 
patrons limit their visits to 
the library during this time 
by checking out extra ma-
terials. Please call or check 
the library’s Facebook page 
for up-to-date information. 
The Library is open Monday 
through Thursday 10 a.m.–8 
p.m., Friday 10 a.m.–4 p.m., 
and Saturday 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
If you need assistance, call 
(815) 538-5142.
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Brad L. Prentice
MENDOTA - Brad Lee Prentice, 

59, formerly of Mendota, passed 
away Nov. 15, 2020 due to compli-
cations from COVID-19 at Trinity 
Hospital in Minot, N.D. where he 
resided.

Graveside services will be held 
at 2 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 27 at 
Restland Cemetery, Mendota with 
Rev. John Nuegebauer officiating. 
Military rites will be conducted by 
Mendota VFW Post 4079. Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota 
is assisting the family.

Brad was born April 14, 1961 in Mendota to James and 
June (Zimmerman) Prentice. He married Iris Bollman in 
Carberry, Canada.

Survivors include his mother, June Prentice of Mendota; 
one son, James “Ryan” Prentice of Fargo, N.D.; one daugh-
ter, Sandra Abrahamson of Stanley, N.D.; his twin brother, 
Timothy (Patty) Prentice of Lancaster, Calif.; and two sisters, 
Kim (Steve) Kofoid of Mendota and Kelly (Joe) Baird of 
Granville.

Brad graduated from Mendota High School in 1979. 
He proudly served in the U.S. Air Force for 20 years from 
1979-1999. He worked with Minute Man III missiles and 
was currently working as a civilian on the Minot Air Force 
Base. His main entertainment was riding his motorcycle and 
spending time with his beloved dog, Rukus.

Memorials may be directed to the family.

Phyllis V. Thompson 
MENDOTA - Phyllis V. Thomp-

son, 92, of Mendota, formerly of 
Belt, Mont., slipped quietly from 
sleep in her home into the arms of 
her loving Savior and is now singing 
and dancing on the streets of Heaven.

A memorial service will be held 
at a later date, when all her family 
can gather safely together to cele-
brate her life. Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota is assisting the family.

Phyllis was born June 29, 1928 in Wethersfield to McKin-
ley and Vonda Eshelman. She married Floyd Thompson on 
June 3, 1956. He preceded her in death on Sept. 22, 2001. 
He preceded her in death.

Survivors include three daughters, Margo Gamble of 
Sharpsburg, Ga., Kim (Kenny) Van Rheenen of Mendota, and 
Diana (Kevin) Watts of LeClaire, Iowa; three sisters, Marilyn 
Alexander of North Carolina, Ruth (Marion) Kubinsky of 
Kewanee and Barbara Fors of Woodhull; her twin brother, 
Philip (Lois) Eshelman of Ankeny, Iowa; one sister-in-law, 
Roseanne Eshelman; five grandchildren, Ryan Gamble of 
Sharpsburg, Ga., Kristopher (Melinda) Watts of Lisle, Allison 
Watts of LeClaire, Iowa, Travis Van Rheenen of Kirkland, and 
Logan Van Rheenen of Annawan; one great-granddaughter; 
and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; 
twin sons; five brothers, Joseph, William (Dorothe - de-
ceased), Paul (Delora-deceased), Richard (Betty – deceased) 
and Vernon Eshelman; two sisters, Josephine Eshelman and 
Marcia Horine; and two brothers-in-law, David Alexander 
and Cecil Fors.

Phyllis loved the Lord most of all and shared His light 
and love with everyone she met. She loved to bake and to 
feed people. She was known as “The Cookie Lady” by many 
of the lucky recipients of her baked goods throughout the 
years. She loved singing hymns and often did so while she 
did housework, which she called “playing house.” She loved 
to trounce her children and grandchildren at Canasta and did 
so gleefully. Phyllis and Floyd traveled extensively during 
his Air Force career. In the first 15 years of their marriage, 
they lived in 23 different locations. Upon retirement, they 
moved to the little town of Belt, Mont., which they called 
home for the next 31 years. No matter where they were sta-
tioned, Phyllis made a point of making friends quickly and 
always stayed in touch with those she befriended. She sent 
over 120 Christmas cards each year to people they met in 
their travels. She always said, “Make new friends, but keep 
the old, one is silver, and the other is gold.”

Following Floyd’s death, Phyllis moved to Mendota, 
where she has lived in her “little house across the drive” for 
the past 19 years. As was her way, she met many friends in 
her new community, especially her church family at Mendota 
First Presbyterian.

Memorials may be directed to the micro-pantry at the First 
Presbyterian Church, which offers food to anyone who needs it.

Therese M. Blee 
AURORA - Therese Marie Blee, 

88, of Aurora, formerly of Paw Paw 
and Holiday, Fla., peacefully entered 
eternal life on Nov. 19, 2020 at her 
home.  

Visitation was held from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. on Nov. 25 at the Da-
leiden Mortuary in Aurora. Funeral 
services followed at 10:30 a.m. on 
Nov. 25 at the mortuary and then an 
11 a.m. funeral mass at Holy Angels 
Church in Aurora. Burial was at 2:30 p.m. that afternoon at 
Wyoming Township Cemetery in Paw Paw.  

In adherence to COVID-19 protocols, non-family visitors 
were asked to pay their respects to the family for only a 
few minutes and exit the funeral home in a timely fashion. 
Social distancing and face masks were required for those in 
attendance with a limit of 10 people in the building at a time. 

Therese was born March 29, 1932 in Rochelle to Hans Pater 
and Inger (Larsen) Hansen. Due to the death of her mother 
when Therese was an infant, she was adopted by her uncle 
and aunt, Charles and Minnie Hansen. She married Arthur 
J. Blee on Oct. 16, 1954, and they made their home in Paw 
Paw. He preceded her in death. 

Survivors include one daughter, Karen (Gerard) Nick-
els of Aurora; one son, Arlen Blee of Phoenix, Ariz.; one 
grandson, Joseph Arthur Blee of Phoenix, Ariz.; and many 
nieces and nephews.   

She was preceded in death by her husband of 45 years; 
her parents; three sisters, Hazel Quinn, Bernice Schoenholz 
and Arlene White; and one brother, Clifford Hansen.

Therese was a 1950 graduate of Rochelle Township High 
School. After retiring in 1979, she and Arthur moved to 
Holiday, Fla. Therese returned to Illinois in 2018 to live near 
her daughter in Aurora. She was an associate of The Blessed 
Sacrament Fathers and volunteered to help the poor at Florida 
soup kitchens and a parish food pantry. She was a member of 
The Ladies Guild of her Florida parish, St. Vincent de Paul, 
and had served on the board of her condo association. She 
enjoyed sewing and craft work and made many beautiful 
items for family and friends.

Please visit www.daleidenmortuary.com to leave condo-
lences for Therese’s family.

In lieu of flowers, donations would be appreciated in 
Therese’s name to The Holy Angels Food Pantry, 204 South 
Russell Ave., Aurora, IL 60506.

OBITUARIES / LOCAL NEWS

Publication No. (USPS 339-100)
Vol. 142, No. 48

A Charter Member of 
Mendota Area Chamber 

of Commerce
Member Northern Illinois 

Newspaper Association 
and Illinois Press 

Association

     The Mendota Reporter 
(339-100) is published 
weekly at 703 Illinois 
Ave., Mendota, IL 61342. 
Subscription rates are $52 
per year in advance in 
LaSalle, Lee and Bureau 
counties and $72.35 per 
year in advance in the 
United States outside those 
three counties.

Postmaster: Send 
address changes to 

The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, 

Mendota, IL 61342. 
Phone (815) 539-9396.

See Obituaries online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week.

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:Fountain at OSF Saint Paul Medical CenterWinner -  Alta Stroyan

Where is it…

in Mendota?

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

GIVING THANKS
There’s no better time of year to thank you for 
allowing us to help protect what matters most 
to you. We’re grateful for your trust and wish 
you a happy, healthy Thanksgiving! Trust in 
Tomorrow.®
“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Our Family Protecting Your Family

11232020

LEFFELMAN & 
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Heritage,” which will ex-
plore how plants are used 
by groups from around the 
world in order to shape their 
heritage.

In addition to the videos of 
dance/musical performanc-
es, visitors to www.FolkFair.
org will have the opportunity 
to view cooking and artisan 

demonstrations, education 
presentations, participant 
interviews, and “Folk Fair 
Through the Years” presen-
tations.

For more information 
on the 2020 online Holiday 
Folk Fair International, visit 
www.FolkFair.org or call 
(414) 225-6225.

Continued from Page A2

Folk

OSF part of national campaign to encourage everyone to #MaskUp
PEORIA – OSF Health-

Care is joining 100 of the 
nation’s top health care sys-
tems, representing thousands 
of hospitals in communities 
across the U.S. with an urgent 
plea for all Americans to 
mask up, because wearing 
a face mask is our best 
chance at slowing the surging 
COVID-19 pandemic.

More than 11 million 
Americans have tested pos-
itive for the virus – including 
an additional one million in 
just the past week – leading 
to more than 250,000 deaths. 
With 13 hospitals across 
Illinois and one in the upper 
peninsula of Michigan, OSF 
HealthCare has felt the im-
pact of the increasing number 
of people with COVID-19 

who require hospitalization.
This trend is causing 

increasing concern for OSF 
HealthCare and others, not 
only because of the demands 
on physical needs like per-
sonal protective equipment 
(PPE) and hospital beds, but 
also a potential shortage of 
healthy caregivers to handle 
a rapidly increasing number 
of patients. The next several 
months will be critical. 

Though there has been 
positive news about vaccine 
development, no one knows 
when those vaccines will be 
ready for widespread use. In 
the meantime, everyone must 
remain vigilant, take precau-
tions and follow public health 
orders. The power to do what 
is right is now in the hands of 

everyone everywhere. 
“We are proud to partner 

with these other well-re-
spected health care orga-
nizations on this important 
public service campaign,” 
said Bob Sehring, CEO of 
Peoria, Illinois-based OSF 
HealthCare. “The message 
is simple: we need everyone 
in the communities we serve 
to help us help keep our 
communities healthy.”

A public service message 
is running in The New York 
Times, USA Today, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Washing-
ton Post and The Los Angeles 
Times. The message reads:

“As the top national-
ly-ranked hospitals, we know 
it’s tough that we all need to 
do our part and keep wearing 

masks. But, here’s what we 
also know: The science has 
not changed. Masks slow the 
spread of COVID-19. So, 
please join us as we all em-
brace this simple ask: Wear. 
Care. Share with #MaskUp. 
Together, wearing is caring. 
And together, we are saving 
lives.”

“Recent studies have 
shown that facemasks suc-
cessfully limit the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus in 
two ways: by protecting the 
wearer against inhalation of 
harmful pathogens and by 
preventing exposure of those 
around the wearer,” said Dr. 
Leonardo Lopez, Chief Med-
ical Officer, OSF HealthCare 
Saint Paul Medical Center. 
“We will get through this 
pandemic, together. By 
wearing a mask, you limit 
potential exposure and help 
us conserve vital medical 
resources by stopping the 
spread of the virus.”

The CDC suggests mini-
mizing non-household con-
tacts, maintaining six feet of 
distance and limiting time 
around others. For infor-
mation on COVID-19visit 
OSF’s COVID-19 digital 
hub at: www.osfhealthcare.
org/covid19/. 

EveryMaskUp.com 
encourages best practices

EveryMaskUp.com is 
a collaboration of dozens 
of leading health systems 
representing thousands of 
hospitals across the U.S. 
joining together to create 
messages for the betterment 
of communities they serve. 

The impetus for this, and 
other public service cam-
paigns to follow, came from 
a group of health care market-
ing and communications ex-
ecutives meeting for a decade 
and reengaged weekly since 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The goal is to share 
knowledge and experience, 
best practices, strategies and 

resources - knowing they can 
accomplish more together. 

Founded and led by Rho-
da Weiss, Ph.D., Los An-
geles-based national health 
care leader and consultant, 
the expanded coalition is 
partnering with Cleveland 
Clinic Chief Marketing and 
Communications Officer 
Paul Matsen and his team 
for this effort. Additionally, 
hospitals and health systems 
on a regional basis continue 
to come together to send 
messages like these of pre-
vention and safety, hope and 
healing, life and death, care 
and caring.
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Nov. 27
Parmesan Baked Cod

Saturday, Nov. 28
COOKOUT NIGHT!

Ribeye • Chops • Filet
Cooked on charcoal grill. Includes potato, 

vegetable, salad & dessert.
(also serving full menu both nights)
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Due to Thanksgiving, we will add 
Wing Night to our Wednesday 

night menu!!

Holiday Gift Cards make great 
stocking stuffers!!

Can’t stop in? No problem.  
Call Joanne for mail orders.

ATTENTION SANTA’S HELPERS:

MENDOTA OPERATION
ELF ACTION

PICK A NAME OFF 
THE TREE!

After shopping for that special child, the gifts 
should be dropped off at Eureka Savings Bank 

by Saturday, Dec. 5. You may call ahead or 
go through the drive-up to let them know you 
are dropping off a gift. Financial support is 
also being accepted and may be dropped off 

at the Chamber office in December. For more 
information, call the Mendota Chamber of 

Commerce at 815-539-6507.

11
18

20
20

“Christmas Elves” with names and ages of needy 
children will be set up at Purpose Nutrition, Schim-
mer Chevrolet-Buick and Ziggie’s Family Restaurant 
in Mendota.
People will also be able to go through the following 
Mendota financial institution drive-ups to request 
names: Eureka Savings Bank, Financial Plus Credit 
Union, First Federal Savings and First State Bank.

follow them, acknowledg-
ing that these are what are 
needed to get back to some 
semblance of normal?”

Health and fitness centers 
will be allowed to operate at 
25 percent capacity as long 
as all patrons wear a face 
covering and reservations 
will be required. Indoor 
classes will not be allowed 
and locker rooms will be 
required to close. 

The guidance also calls 
for a “pause” of all indoor 
group sporting and recre-
ational activities including 
youth and adult recreational 
sports while Tier 3 miti-
gations are in place. This 
includes park districts and 
travel leagues.

Outdoor sports and rec-
reation are allowed but par-
ticipant groups and practices 
outdoors will be limited to 
10 people or less and social 
distancing is required along 
with face coverings. 

Non-essential retail facili-
ties will be allowed to operate 
at 25 percent capacity, while 
pharmacies and grocery 
stores may operate at 50 
percent capacity. 

Personal care services 
must operate at the lesser of 
25 clients or 25 percent of 
capacity but can remain open 
as long as everyone wears a 
face covering throughout the 
appointment. 

Indoor service will con-
tinue to be banned at bars 
and restaurants, which will 
no longer be allowed to op-
erate gaming terminals. The 
businesses must close by 11 
p.m. and table sizes cannot 
exceed six people. 

The tier also closes in-
door recreation centers such 
as theaters, performing arts 
centers and indoor museums 
and amusement centers. 
Outdoor activities are al-
lowed at 25 percent of ca-
pacity or less, with outdoor 
group activities limited to 
10 people or less, with face 
coverings and reservations 
required. 

Manufacturing facilities 
may remain open with sever-
al safety and risk guidelines 
and contact tracing proce-
dures in place. 

Some state House Re-
publicans earlier in the day 
called for the governor to 
convene a special session for 
lawmakers to give input on 
mitigation plans. Democratic 
leaders in the General As-
sembly called off a planned 
November veto session, and 
when lawmakers last met 
in May, they decided not 
to pass measures allowing 
lawmakers to meet and vote 
remotely after strong Repub-
lican opposition. 

Asked about including the 
General Assembly Tuesday, 
Pritzker said he has had 
“discussion after discussion 
with individual members of 
the Republican caucuses” 
and taken into account their 
suggestions on “a number of 
industries” in consultations 
with doctors. 

“And so again…what 
the doctors are trying to do 
is measure the risk and then 
take action based upon how 
we can limit risk, but still 
keep things going,” he said. 

And so the point is absolutely 
true. They’re getting it from 
the community. We have to 
stop the community spread.”

Minnesota Gov. Walz said 
the health care workforce in 
his state is likewise affected 
by community spread of 
the virus outside of hospital 
settings.

“One of the things is child 
care, and schooling for these 
frontline workers, what they 
do with that,” he said. “When 
we start to see that communi-
ty spread, it has a cascading 
effect. And what do they do 
with their own children? 
What happens when their 
school goes to distance 
learning? And that’s one of 
the challenges of looking at 
this much more holistically.”

Mitigations
Continued from Page A1

Governors
Continued from Page A1

URBANA – The past year 
has been a year like no other 
for Illinois agriculture. While 
the year started optimistically 
with talks of a surge in ag-
ricultural exports resulting 
from the trade agreement 
with China, the COVID-19 
pandemic rocked the global 
economy. Most agricultural 
prices plummeted, and the 
government created new ad 
hoc agricultural aid programs. 

Illinois farm managers 
for commercial and small-
scale operations are invited 
to the farmdoc 2020 Illinois 
Farm Economic Summit for 
some perspective with re-
search-based discussions of 
trends and projections from 
University of Illinois experts.

Scott Irwin, Chair of Ag-
ricultural Marketing, De-
partment of Agricultural and 
Consumer Economics will 
lead a session on the market 
outlook for corn and soybeans.

“After the year we’ve just 
had, it’s hard to know where 
to start when thinking about 
the economic outlook for 
Illinois agriculture in 2021,” 
Irwin says. “We will do our 
best to walk people through 
the big issues that are on the 
horizon – the grain price and 
income outlook, new and old 
policy programs, and the 
incredible macro response 
to the COVID pandemic.”

The summit is being pre-
sented virtually with the first 
of five live sessions starting 
Dec. 1. College of Agricul-
tural and Consumer Econom-
ics experts and researchers 
will discuss where the ag-
riculture sector is heading 

OGLESBY – The Illinois Valley 
Community College board adopted 
the tentative $12.8 million 2020 tax 
levy Nov. 12, a three percent increase 
over the $12.4 million actual 2019 
levy.

The levy is based on a five percent 
increase in the district’s equalized 
assessed valuation (EAV), said Vice 
President for Business Services and 
Finance Cheryl Roelfsema.

Homeowners should not see an 
increase in the IVCC portion of 
their property tax bill, she said. The 
estimated 2020 tax rate of .3557 is 
down slightly from the 2019 rate 
of .3644. 

Since the increase is less than five 
percent, there is no requirement for 
a public notice and public hearing 
before trustees move for final ap-
proval Dec. 10.

IVCC levies taxes in all or parts 
of eight counties: La Salle, Bureau, 
Putnam, Marshall, Lee, Livingston, 
Grundy and DeKalb.

In other action, the board approved 
an Associate of Applied Science 
degree in Dental Assisting. 

“After discussion with the dental 
assisting advisory board, local den-
tists, current and past students, it is 
apparent the AAS in Dental Assisting 
would be beneficial to future, current 
and past students from a continuing 
education and employment per-
spective,” said program coordinator 
Heather Seghi.

The 60-credit AAS aligns with 
dental hygiene program require-
ments at various Illinois schools 
and will thus ease transfer to those 
institutions, said Dean of Workforce 
Development Shane Lange.

In his report, IVCC President Jerry 
Corcoran said the administration 
fosters open communication with 
faculty and staff by offering numer-
ous opportunities for discussion and 
feedback.

“Despite some unfortunate state-
ments made to the contrary over the 
last few months, I want to set the 
record straight regarding the degree 
to which the administration encour-
ages faculty and staff participation 
in the decision-making process,” 
Corcoran said.

“IVCC uses the principles of 
shared governance in its operations. 
Standing committees exist to fa-
cilitate the work of the institution. 
Faculty hold key positions on 18 
committees and 11 subcommittees/
workgroups.

“From a communication stand-
point, every semester begins with 
an all-staff in-service. Debriefings 
are held the week following every 
board meeting,” he said.

“The spring term included regular 
Zoom meetings with all employees 
and, when asked for additional meet-
ings with the faculty, the administra-
tion was happy to do so.

“In 2020, we’ve had 11 debriefings 

(everyone is invited), four faculty 
forums, three in-service all-staff ses-
sions, and two meetings of the faculty 
Executive Board and President’s 
Council,” Corcoran said, adding, “To 
those team players who have worked 
hard with the administration and 
contributed to the positive direction 
of the college, I say thank you.”

Trustees also approved:
• Seeking bids for 20 multi-stage 

welders at an estimated cost of 
$60,000. 

• The hiring of Dr. Jennifer Grobe 
as director of nursing effective Jan. 
4. Grobe earned the Ph.D. in educa-
tion, specializing in nursing, from 
Capella University, the MSN from 
Benedictine University and BSN 
from Rockford College. She is cur-
rently associate dean of nursing and 
allied health at Highland Community 
College in Freeport. 

• The appointment of Crystal Credi 
as interim transition and completion 
specialist through December 2021. 
The position will be paid through 
the CTE Improvement Grant, part 
of IVCC’s Adult Learner Initiative. 
Credi is currently the administrative 
assistant for Student Services. 

• Release of 2019 closed session 
meeting minutes from Nov. 14 and 
Dec. 12.

• Following closed session, 
approved release of closed session 
minutes from Oct. 8.

The board learned:

• Online enrollment remains 
strong. “Although Illinois commu-
nity college enrollments are down, 
it is encouraging to see the progress 
we’ve made in boosting online enroll-
ments. Fall online headcount of 1,770 
places us in the upper 50 percent of 
the 48 community colleges. Learning 
Resources and faculty should be 
commended for a job well done,” 
said Corcoran. 

• Summer 2021 sessions include 
a three-week term, Summer A, May 
24-June 15; eight-week term, Sum-
mer B, June 7-Aug. 2; and six-week 
term, Summer C, June 16-July 28.

• Custodian Jon Scott Mercer will 
retire Jan. 1 and Mary Beth Liss, 
administrative assistant in Truck 
Driver Training, a 24-year employ-
ee, will retire Dec. 31. Janna Stash, 
administrative assistant in financial 
aid, resigned Nov. 12. 

• The IVCC Foundation met 
growing demand for student finan-
cial assistance this fall by awarding 
over $330,000 in scholarships to 325 
students. In a campus update to the 
board, Executive Director of Com-
munity Relations and Development 
Fran Brolley said as of June 30, Foun-
dation assets topped $6.9 million, an 
increase of nearly $280,000 over the 
previous year.

• The Nov. 10 Virtual Explore 
IVCC event attracted 120 RSVPs 
and 22 students attended the Oct. 27 
Virtual College Connection.

IVCC Board approves tax levy; college’s portion of tax bill should not increase

Farmdoc Illinois Economic Summit set: Farm management guide in difficult times
and how to manage in such 
unprecedented times. 

The online summit is 
free and will be presented 
11 a.m. to noon CT Dec. 
1, 4, 8, 11 and 15. Register 
in advance at go.illinois.
edu/IFES. Each session 
will include a 30-minute 
presentation followed by a 
30-minute Q&A.

• 2021 Market Outlook 
for Corn and Soybeans - De-
cember 1: In a year stricken 
by the coronavirus pandemic 
and an extremely severe eco-
nomic contraction, corn and 
soybean prices have risen to 
levels that seemed impossi-
ble just a couple of months 
ago. A critical question for 
2021 is the likelihood of 
sustaining corn prices near $4 
and soybeans near $11. This 
webinar discusses the 2021 
supply and demand outlook 
for corn and soybeans and 
the longer-term outlook for 
trade with China.

• Grain Farm Income 
Outlook with Risk and Rental 
Implications - December 4: 
Grain farm incomes in 2020 
were supported by above-
trend yields, higher prices 
than expected, and several 
forms of Federal payments. 
These 2020 incomes serve as 
a backdrop for 2021 income 
projections. Sufficient 2021 
incomes will be dependent on 
a combination of above-trend 
yields and continued federal 
payments. Risk management 
will be critical, and several 
new tools are available this 
year.

• Farm Program and Crop 
Insurance Decisions for 2021 

- December 8: The election 
and enrollment period for the 
ARC and PLC programs for 
the 2021 crop year is now 
open, and decisions must be 
made by March 15. A new 
county-based crop insurance 
program, the Enhanced Cov-
erage Option (ECO), will 
also be available for crops 
produced throughout the 
Midwest. ECO can be used 
to supplement underlying 
multi-peril coverage for eli-
gible crops. This session will 
address these decisions and 
provide some examples and 
recommendations for Illinois 
farm situations.

• Post-election Farm Pol-
icy Outlook - December 11: 
We consider the short- and 
medium-run outlook for U.S. 
farm policy following the 

2020 election. The present-
ers will provide an updated 
review of three years and 
four rounds of ad hoc farm 
payments, including an anal-
ysis of payment distribution 
and program design for the 
Market Facilitation Program 
(MFP) and Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Programs 
(CFAP). Presenters will 
discuss what the perceived 
need for ad hoc assistance 
says about standing farm pro-
grams such as Agricultural 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
and the implications for 
future coronavirus-related 
relief and the 2023 Farm Bill.

• Farmland Markets and 
Macro Markets - December 
15: Farmland is receiving sig-
nificantly increased attention 

by owners and investors seek-
ing to make sense out of the 
scrambled economic signals 
of the recent past. This session 
examines the relative returns 
to farmland over differing 
macro-environment periods 
of the past and suggests the 
strength of relationship to ex-
pect in the future to financial 
assets, interest rate indexes, 
and inflation.

University of Illinois 
Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment. If you 
need reasonable accommo-
dation to participate in this 
program, please contact 
Ryan Batts at batts@illi-
nois.edu. Early requests are 
strongly encouraged to allow 
sufficient time for meeting 
access needs.
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By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – Illinois is one of only four states 

that require a license to own a firearm, but the state is 
routinely failing to process applications and renewals 
in a timely manner.

“I have constituents who have waited more than a 
year to get a FOID card. That is denying them a basic 
constitutional right,” state Rep. Tim Butler, R-Spring-
field, said.

Twelve years ago, in Heller vs. District of Columbia 
the U.S. Supreme Court interpreted the Second Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitution as a right to own firearms. 

Liberals hate this decision almost as much as con-
servatives hate Roe vs. Wade.

“How would a woman feel if she were told she had 
to wait five or six months to exercise her constitutional 
right to an abortion?” said Todd Vandermyde, a lobby-
ist for licensed gun dealers in Illinois. “That’s what’s 
happening with our constitutional right to bear arms. 
A woman may be the victim of abuse and wants to 
buy a gun to protect herself but she may have to wait 
months and months to get a FOID card before she can 
even buy a gun.”

Firearm Owners Identification, or FOID card, must 
be presented when purchasing guns and ammunition. 
And it is a requirement for possessing a firearm. The 
average wait time for new FOID card applicants is 122 
days, according to the Illinois State Police.

If you are an otherwise legal gun owner and are 
arrested for possessing a firearm without a valid FOID 
card, you could be facing an offense punishable by up to 
a year in jail. Before issuing FOID cards, the State Police 
conduct full criminal background checks on applicants.

There are a number of reasons why the state has fallen 
behind in processing FOID applications and renewals. 
They are inadequately staffed, the volume of applications 
has gone up two or three fold and COVID restrictions 
have made it more difficult for office workers to process 
the paperwork.

For example, between July and October of last year, 
Illinois processed 52,077 new FOID applications. For 
the same period this year the state processed 114,512, 
Beth Hundsdover, a spokesperson for the Illinois State 
Police, said.

State Sen. Neil Anderson, R-Moline, said rioting in 
cities across the country has sparked the growing desire 
to own firearms.

“Before, folks didn’t think this could happen in 
their town or their neighborhood. Now they know that 
it can,” he said. “So, they want to find a way to protect 
themselves.”

Anderson wants to eliminate the FOID card require-
ment for Illinois.

“Now that the federal government requires instant 
background checks when a gun is purchased, the FOID 
card is redundant,” he said.

Hundsdover said within the past “several months,” the 
State Police have hired 21 Firearms Eligibility Analyst 
Trainees and will continue to hire additional analysts in 
the coming months.  She added, on average, the current 
staff works an extra week in overtime hours each month 
to address application processing needs. 

Illinois law has required FOID cards for more than 
50 years. The cards typically expire after 10 years. But 
Hundsdover said cards that expire during the current 
COVID crisis have had their expiration dates extended 
by 18 months through an executive order from Gov. 
JB Pritzker.

But this is far from a satisfactory solution. 
Individual police officers don’t always know about 

executive orders, Vandermyde said.
“If someone hands an officer a FOID card that 

appears to have expired that person is likely to get 
arrested,” he said. 

He added that many stores selling firearms and 
ammunition won’t accept a FOID card that appears to 
have expired. 

“It’s not like when you go into a store to buy ammuni-
tion, you have a state trooper standing behind you telling 
the clerk it’s OK to accept that FOID,” Rep. Butler said.

Butler noted firearm deer season has arrived in Illinois. 
“I have one constituent who really wants to go deer 

hunting. But he is still waiting for his FOID card so 
he won’t be able to go hunting. That’s just not right.” 

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and 
a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com)

The wait for FOID

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Nov. 28, 1990)
By Jessica Nashold

When The Reporter came out on Nov. 
26, 1975, it carried gloomy news. Since 
the special grade school tax referendum 
on Nov. 20 had been defeated, certain 
cutbacks in District 289 would now 
take place.

The defeat had been decisive – 1,484 
in favor of the 33-cent increase and 
1,784 opposed. This was the fifth tax 
referendum to fail in the 10-year period.

The consequences had been clearly 
spelled out before the referendum so 
there were no surprises. Compton and 
Blackstone schools would be closed. 
The grade school administrative office 
would be moved from 728 Main St. – the 
present Chamber of Commerce location 
– to a mobile unit at Northbrook School.

James Basala, superintendent of 
grade schools, explained that, with an 
expected enrollment of 800, he felt the 
administrative office should not use 
classroom space. He was prepared to 
make the move in January, although 
the lease ran until April.

The teaching staff would be reduced 
by 18 and in addition, one principal, 
one secretary, two cafeteria workers 
and two noon-hour assistants would 
be eliminated.

An initial plan was to divide kin-
dergarten classes between Lincoln and 
Northbrook, take care of grades one 
through three at Lincoln, and enroll 
grades four through eight at Northbrook.

The psychologist and social worker 
would be cut from two days to one day 
a week.

Expenditure for textbooks would be 
reduced by $30,000. It was believed 
there would also be a saving of $36,000 
in building operation and maintenance 
costs.

The lone note of encouragement was 
the fact that in the Nov. 20 referendum, 
there had been more yes votes than in 
the June 24 referendum. In Compton, 
where the school closure was sure to 
follow defeat, the referendum passed.

The Reporter quoted Ron Moeller, 
finance committee chairman:

Maybe people who voted no said 
“we won and the board lost” – 
but it’s the community and the 
children who’ve lost.
At a board meeting Dec. 3, as 

discussions began on closings and 
cuts, Oden Jordal, principal at Lincoln 
School, presented his resignation as his 
contribution to “an orderly transition.”

Although some of the 18 teachers to 
be cut were not tenured, some tenured 
staff would have to be dismissed as 
well. Class sizes under the reduced setup 
would be 30 to 35 students.

***
All the news was not depressing 

in the November issues. At Mendota 
High School, on Nov. 22, 500 students 
gathered for the North Central Illinois 
Conference music festival.

During the afternoon, they practiced. 
In the evening, they presented a concert.

David Nott of Illinois Wesleyan 
University directed the choral mem-
bers. Victor Zajec from the Vandercook 
College of Music in Chicago conducted 
the orchestra. Robert L’Heureux, music 
department at Dixon High School, took 
the baton for the finale.

***
Since coach Bob Beals had gone to 

Illinois Valley Community College, a 
new basketball coach was needed at 
MHS, and Sam Snuffin received the nod.

***
Cub Pack 109 was chartered at Black-

stone School with Gilbert Crane as Cub-
master. A previous Pack 109 at Blackstone 
during the 1940s and 1950s had lapsed.

***
Boy Scouts had been busy transplant-

ing 250 small trees from Shed’s Grove 
to Snyder’s Grove. They also planted 
countless acorns.

***
Merritt Funeral Home, which had put 

on an addition in 1972, was arranging 
still more space.

***
Polley’s Round-up featuring Levi’s 

for men, women and children had a 
grand opening at 707 Illinois Ave.

***
Mabel Jarrell’s tumblers earned the 

championship in a state competition 
held at the Mendota High School gym.

***
Don Harl Studio opened in the El 

Jan properties on Nov. 30.
***

Kurz Stansell & Co. was hired to set 
up a bookkeeping and record-keeping 
system as required by the Illinois Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

***
At Wayside Press, three new direc-

tors were named: Stan Kordek, Marge 
Cannon and Vince Slomian. The offi-
cers were K.B. Butler, president; Wes 
Yenerich, Ken Yohn, Warren Hanson 
and Jack Tieman, vice presidents; and 
Mary K. Beckner, secretary-treasurer.

***
And at The Mendota Reporter, yearly 

subscription rates were raised from 
$5.50 to $7 in LaSalle, Bureau, Lee and 
DeKalb counties. The rate elsewhere 
was $9 per year.

When the voters said no in 1975
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ...................815-538-3924

CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., .................815-539-7459

TREASURER
Jeff Simonton, 1708 Meriden St., ............................815-539-7459

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., .............815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, ...............815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, ................................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., ........................630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., ........................................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .......................................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ..............................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., ..................................815-910-0816

Mendota City Officials

By Rich Lowry
Black Lives Matter came up with the single most effective 

political slogan of the year. 
While no one was likely to be overly impressed with 

Joe Biden’s line, “Build Back Better,” and Donald Trump’s 
“Keep America Great” or “Make America Great Again, 
Again” didn’t have the resonance of the original 2016 
version, BLM broke through the clutter with a catchphrase 
that was memorable, pungent -- and utterly devastating to 
Democrats.

After a surprising Tory victory in the British parliamentary 
election in 1992, the pro-Tory tabloid The Sun famously 
boasted, “It’s the Sun Wot Won It.” In the same spirit, it 
could be said that in this year’s congressional election, “It’s 
‘Defund the Police’ Wot Lost It.”

Democrats have an uphill battle to take the U.S. Senate 
-- pending two Georgia run-offs -- and suffered shocking 
setbacks in the House that drastically diminished their 
majority.

All over the map, Democrats got hammered on defunding 
the police, which couldn’t have been better designed to 
extract maximum political pain with zero upside.

Black Lives Matter has been a stunning success in the 
elite culture. It won the obeisance of almost every major 
institution, from corporate America to sports leagues to 
colleges. It created a powerful, if dishonest, narrative of 
systemic police racism. It got invested with nearly a holy 
significance, such that criticizing it is considered at least a 
sin and perhaps a firing offense.

Much more importantly, at least for a time after the death 
of George Floyd in police custody in Minneapolis, it won 
the goodwill of a clear majority of Americans.

To take this position of strength and use it primarily to 
associate your allies with a politically radioactive position 

requires extraordinary strategic folly and heedless ideolog-
ical fanaticism. BLM had both, in ample supply.

The notion of defunding the police had been rattling 
around the left for a long time, but the George Floyd protests 
took it mainstream. BLM pushed municipalities to actually 
act on the proposal.

Whenever someone tried to take the edge off defunding 
the police by redefining it as simply reallocating some 
law-enforcement dollars, defenders piped up to say, No, we 
really mean it. The New York Times ran an op-ed against 
incrementalist interpretations, “Yes, We Mean Literally 
Abolish the Police.”

Predictably, Republicans took the weapon handed to 
them and used it, as Democrats would have done if a vol-
uble faction on the right called for, say, abolishing child 
welfare agencies.

The effectiveness of the attack now has Democrats who 
are otherwise loath to speak ill of BLM complaining about 
what its catchy slogan did to the party.

After support for BLM surged last spring, positive 
feelings for it have been declining. A Pew Research report 
showed support for BLM dropping from 67% in June to 
55% in September. Only 45% of white people expressed 
support for the movement.

Given that BLM elevated the dumbest, most self-de-
structive slogan in American politics in a very long time, 
and an even more atrocious policy, its numbers deserve to 
fall further. Advocates of defunding the police argued that 
setting out an extreme position could have a political effect 
even if it had no chance of enactment.

They proved exactly right -- just not how they expected.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The failure of Black Lives Matter

The Mendota Reporter welcomes letters to the editor on 
public issues of local interest. Letters must be signed for 
publication; authors’ names will not be withheld. Include 
your address and telephone number. The number will not 
be published but may be used to verify authenticity. Un-
signed, anonymous letters are never published. Keep your 
letter as concise as possible. The editor reserves the right 

to edit letters for length and to withhold letters that do not 
meet The Reporter’s standards of taste and ethics. The 
Reporter reserves the right to accept or reject letters to the 
editor endorsing candidates for public office. The deadline 
is 10 a.m. Monday for Wednesday’s issue. Send letters to: 
The Mendota Reporter, 703 Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 300, 
Mendota, IL 61342.

Letters Policy
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SPORTS

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

~ New Y App & Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult Activities

~ FREE Group Exercise Classes

~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates

~ Young Adult Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

Auto Body Specialists

Ranch Truck Toppers

Weather Tech dealer

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru
224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

706 W
ashington St. 

M
endota 

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

Chris Holdenrid
VP, M

ortgage Lending
NM

LS#461073

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NM
LS#477895

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$700
Double It For

$1300

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA 
BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT

1300 13th Avenue
Mendota, IL 61342

Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

Anna ArteagaAnna Arteaga

Buying 
a car 

just got 
easier. 
Find out 
how by 
calling 

NMLS# 461075

Member 
FDIC

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

½ Price 
Day 1st & 3rd 
Saturdays

Garden Center  
& Custom  
Landscape 

Design

417 US-34 
Mendota 

(815)538-4800
Mon-Sat 9-4  

Closed Sunday

STEPHENITCH

HARDWARE
Your hometown 
Hardware Store 

since 1893!

Owners Gene & John 
Stephenitch have a 
combined 96 years 

in the hardware 
business.

1200 13th Ave., 
Mendota

815-539-9394

BLOOMINGTON – The 
Illinois High School As-
sociation (IHSA) Board of 
Directors met for a special 
virtual meeting on Nov. 19, 
where the Board provided 
an update on winter sports.

To maintain compliance 
with the most recent miti-
gations issued by Governor 
Pritzker that took effect on 
Nov. 20, the IHSA Board 
issued guidance to pause 
all IHSA winter sports and 
activities by Nov. 20.

“All IHSA sports and 
activities will cease by Nov. 
20 for what we hope is a 
short-term pause,” said IHSA 
Executive Director Craig 
Anderson. “Given the rising 
COVID-19 cases in our state 
and region, we support the 
Governor’s mitigations and 
believe it is imperative for 
everyone in the state to do 
their part in following them 
so that we can return to high 
school sports participation as 
soon as possible.”

The Board will revisit the 
status of winter sports at its 
update discussion on Dec. 
2, and again at its regularly 
scheduled meeting on Dec. 
14 if necessary.

“Taking into account the 
current state mitigations, the 
Board believes that early to 
mid-December will be the 
most reasonable target to 
review the status of winter 
IHSA sports and activities,” 

IHSA temporarily pauses sports & activities

said Anderson. “The Board is 
sensitive to the scheduling dif-
ficulties these delays create for 
athletic directors and coaches. 
However, our experiences this 
summer and fall lead us to 
believe that setting arbitrary 
start dates hinders the process 
even more. We realize it may 
seem redundant, but we have 
to preach patience as we await 
more data and direction from 
the state. Despite the obstacles 
this unprecedented school year 
has presented, the Board’s 
vision to provide participation 
opportunities in all IHSA 
sports has not wavered.”

The Board was steadfast in 
its desire to remind all athletes 
and athletic programs that 
adhering to the mitigations 
is vital to the hopes of safely 
playing high school sports in 
Illinois as soon as possible.

“I believe there is a mis-
conception that IHSA and 
non-school athletic programs 
have an adversarial relation-
ship,” said Anderson. “In my 
time at the IHSA, I have not 
found that to be the case at 
all. More so, I think there is a 

mutual respect for the oppor-
tunities that each provide for 
athletes. IHSA schools have 
been exemplary in adhering 
to state regulations through-
out this pandemic and we are 
calling upon non-school pro-
grams to hold themselves to 
that same standard. As school 
and non-school sports tem-
porarily cease in Illinois, and 
throughout the Midwest, it is 
a great reminder that putting 
the health and safety of our 
fellow citizens at the fore-
front in the short-term will 
allow all levels of athletics 
to thrive in the long-term.”

The Board provided the 
following participation clari-
fications to member schools:

Winter Season Start 
Date: Given the timing of the 
Governor’s new mitigations, 
Nov. 16 will not be recog-
nized as the start date of the 
winter season, regardless of 
whether winter sport teams 
conducted any official try-
outs or practices. A new start 
date will be established for 
each sport once winter sports 
can be conducted again.

Conditioning & Weight 
Training: Conditioning and 
weight training before and af-
ter school are paused. Local 
schools will decide if condi-
tioning and weight training 
programs that are a part of 
their academic curriculums 
continue or are ceased.

Open Gyms: Are paused 
and cannot be conducted at 
this time.

Outdoor Workouts: 
Outdoor workouts may be 
conducted in any sport in 
groups of 10 or less with 
masks and social distancing. 
Coaches are counted toward 
the 10. Use of sport-specific 
equipment is allowable with 
proper sanitizing practices.

One-on-One Skill Work: 
Per Tier 3 Resurgence Mit-
igations and with school 
approval, one-on-one skill 
work between a coach and 
student-athlete is permitted 
for winter sports only, but is 
limited to one coach and one 
student-athlete per facility.

Activities: Practices and 
competitions may only be 
conducted virtually.

Non-School Participa-
tion: All sports organizations 
in the state, school or non-
school, have been directed 
to abide by the Governor’s 
mitigations. IHSA coaches 
cannot organize non-school 
participation in any fashion. 
IHSA by-law 3.100 will be 
in effect once winter sport 

seasons begin following 
this pause. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS
At each meeting of the 

Board of Directors, there 
are certain items the Board 
discusses, but upon which 
no action is taken. The fol-
lowing is a report of those 
items from the November 
19, 2020, agenda:

1. The Board discussed 
IHSA eligibility by-laws 
3.022 and 4.022. A recent 
survey of IHSA member 
schools did not support 
waiving the by-laws during 
the second semester of the 
2020-21 school year. No 
further action is expected 
regarding these by-laws.

2. The Board discussed 
contact days, voicing support 
for continuing contact days 
once the state is out of Tier 
3 Resurgence Mitigations. 
This will be reviewed at the 
December Board meeting.

3. The Board discussed 
seeking feedback from ad-
visory committees on winter, 
spring and summer sport 
season lengths should winter 
sport seasons be delayed 
beyond December. This will 
be reviewed at the December 
Board meeting.

4. The Board discussed 
State Series plans for winter 
sports and activities, as well as 
winter sport spectator guide-
lines. Both will be reviewed at 
the December Board meeting.

EARLVILLE – Of-
ficials from the Little 
Ten Conference have 
released the following 
statement in regard to 
the winter sports season:

Given the current lim-
itations and guidance 
provided by state and 
local officials, as well 
as the IHSA, the Little 
Ten Conference schools 
have elected to postpone 
league games, events, and 
activities through Jan. 15.

The Little Ten will 
await further develop-
ments and will provide 
another update a month 
from now.

Please note, this ap-
plies only to conference 
scheduled games, events 
and activities.  The de-
cision to move forward 
with any team-related 
or non-conference com-
petitions will be made 
by the individual school.

Little Ten
updates the
status of its
winter season
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

Stop In Today To Place Your Ad
703 Illinois Avenue • Mendota

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

Brought to you each week by

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Is Sofia Coppola still 
directing movies? Also, what 
about her father, the legend-
ary Francis Ford Coppola? 
-- M.D.

A: Despite her family ties, 
Sofia Coppola did not have a 
good start in show business. 
She was slammed by critics 
and audiences alike back in 
1991 when she was cast in her 
father’s disappointing “The 
Godfather: Part III” after 
actress Winona Ryder was ill, 
and her acting career never 
recovered. Fortunately, she 
seems to have inherited her 
father’s gift behind the lens. 
She both won and was nomi-
nated for an Oscar for writing 
and directing, respectively, 
for the motion picture “Lost 
in Translation” back in 2003. 
The dramatic film starred 
Bill Murray and Scarlett 
Johansson, and really turned 
her career around. 

A few years later, Sofia 
directed Kirsten Dunst in a 
retelling of historical figure 
“Marie Antoinette.” Her 
most recent project is the 
film “On the Rocks,” star-
ring Murray once again. It’s 
available for streaming on 
AppleTV+.

As for Francis Ford Cop-
pola, he appears to have 

“50 Cent”

retired from filmmaking. I 
often wonder if he’ll attempt 
a fourth chapter of “The 
Godfather” saga, but at 81 
years old, 
he’s likely 
very much 
enjoying his 
retirement. 

***
Q :  I s 

the  show 
“ P o s e ” 
coming back? -- R.S.

A: Yes, a third season of 
the Ryan Murphy (“Amer-
ican Horror Story”) pro-
duced Netflix show “Pose” 
is expected to premiere 
around June 2021, assuming 
that production resumes as 
planned. The Emmy-nom-
inated series is set in the 
Latino and African American 
ball culture and stars Billy 
Porter, who himself won 
Outstanding Lead Actor in a 
Drama Series in 2019. 

Production for the third 
season was stopped just a 
few days into filming because 
of the pandemic, so that’s 
set everything back, but the 
good news is that the show 
has indeed been renewed.

***
Q: A friend of mine was 

telling me there is a TV show 
that stars rapper 50 Cent 

and that he’s actually quite 
good in it. Is it still on the 
air? -- B.P.

A: Your friend was talking 
about the ABC prison drama 
“For Life,” which is based 
on the true story of Isaac 
Wright Jr., who was falsely 
convicted of drug charges 
in 1991. While behind bars, 
he became a paralegal and 
helped turn around prison 
sentences of some of his fel-
low inmates, and eventually 
his own conviction. 

In the series adaptation, 
Wright’s story is told through 
a character named Aaron 
Wallace, played by actor 
Nicholas Pinnock. Curtis “50 
Cent” Jackson plays a violent 
inmate named Cassius. He 
not only acts in the drama, 
he’s an executive producer.

Season two debuted 
this November and airs on 
Wednesday nights at 9 p.m. 
ET on ABC. In real life, after 
his release from prison, Isaac 
Wright Jr. went on to earn his 
law degree and still practices 
to this day. 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. FOOD & DRINK: What is 

another name for the vegetable 
known in some parts of the world 
as a courgette?

2. LANGUAGE: What does 
the Latin phrase “Ars longa, vita 
brevis” mean?

3. LITERATURE: Which 
20th-century novel begins with 
the line, “When he was nearly 
thirteen, my brother Jem got his 
arm badly broken at the elbow”?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a pudu?

5. MOVIES: Which 1983 
movie featured the character of 
Tony Montana?

6. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the vacuum cleaner 
on the children’s series “Tele-
tubbies”?

7. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What color is carmine?

8. SCIENCE: What was the 
first mammal to be cloned suc-
cessfully from an adult cell?

9. FIRSTS: Who was the first 
African American man elected to 
the U.S. Senate?

10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What 
was the name of President Bill 
Clinton’s family cat?

Answers
1. Zucchini
2. Art is long, life is short
3. “To Kill a Mockingbird”
4. Small South American deer
5. “Scarface,” Al Pacino
6. The Noo-noo
7. Dark red
8. Dolly the sheep
9. Hiram Rhodes Revels, 1870
10. Socks
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Tigers, jaguars and leop-

ards love the smell of Calvin 
Klein’s “Obsession For Men”! 
Photographers who used the 
fragrance to lure the big cats to 
their cameras in the wild said 
the cats “would start drooling, 
their eyes would half-close, 
almost like they were going 
into a trance.” 

* The human body gives 
off enough heat in 30 minutes 
to bring a gallon of water to 
a boil.

* Between 1970 and 1973, 
four Israeli fighter pilots held 
as POWs in an Egyptian 
prison passed their time by 
translating J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
“The Hobbit” from English 
into Hebrew. The book was 
sent to them by their family 
members via the Red Cross. 
The pilots’ version was pub-
lished commercially in 1977 
and is still considered by many 
to be one of the best Hebrew 
translations available.

* Until 1953, New York 
City had a pneumatic tube 
mail network that spanned 27 
miles and connected 23 post 
offices. At its peak, the system 
moved 95,000 letters a day at 
speeds of 30-35 mph.

* Halloween is more Irish 
than St. Patrick’s Day.

* Ever wonder how the dice 
game Yahtzee got its curious 
moniker? A wealthy Canadian 
couple invented the game as 
a way of entertaining friends 
on board their yacht. After 
it proved a hit, the couple 
consulted a toy maker who 
loved it, bought the rights, 
and changed the original 
name from the generic “Yacht 
game” to “Yahtzee.”

* Homer Simpson’s fa-
mous “D’oh!” is a real word 
in the Oxford English Dictio-
nary, though in “The Simp-
sons” scripts, it’s rendered 
merely as an “annoyed grunt.”

* Barbie has been outfitted 
by over 70 well-known de-
signers, including Yves Saint 
Laurent and Christian Dior.

***
Thought for the Day: 

“Kindness in words creates 
confidence. Kindness in think-
ing creates profoundness. 
Kindness in giving creates 
love.” -- Lao Tzu

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Neil 
Bogart launched Casablanca 
Records in 1973 at age 30 
and was a pioneer of the 
disco era. Bogart discovered 
and promoted Donna Sum-
mer, Curtis Mayfield, The 
Village People, Kiss, The 
Isley Brothers and Gladys 
Knight, to name some, be-
fore succumbing to cancer a 
short nine years later, at 39. 
Now his son, Timothy Scott 
Bogart, wrote “Spinning 
Gold” and is producing and 
directing the biopic about his 
father with a fantastic cast.

Jeremy Jordan, of the 
Marilyn Monroe NBC musi-
cal series “Smash” (and a few 
Hallmark movies), has been 
cast as Neil Bogart. Samuel 
L. Jackson embodies “God-
father of Funk” bandleader 
George Clinton; Jason Isaacs 
plays Neil Bogart’s father, Al 
Bogart; Grammy nominee 
Jazmine Sullivan does Glad-
ys Knight; and Steven Strait 
is Gene Simmons. Stand-up 
comic and “The Irishman” 
co-star Sebastian Maniscalco 
embodies three-time Oscar 
and four-time Grammy-win-
ning composer/songwriter 
and record producer Gior-
gio Moroder. SNL’s Kenan 

E. Ballace

Thompson and James Wolk 
also have key roles. If you’ve 
never experienced disco, 
you’re in for a treat.

***
A s t a r 

is reborn! 
Elaine Bal-
l a c e  h a s 
to be one 
of the last 
traditional 
Hollywood 

comedic character actresses 
in the vein of Ethel (Vivian 
Vance) in “I Love Lucy” 
and Gladys Kravitz (Alice 
Pearce) in “Bewitched.” She 
worked extensively for Mel 
Brooks (who has become 
a friend) from 1987- 1995, 
in “Space Balls,” “Life 
Stinks,” “Robin Hood: Men 
in Tights” and “Dracula: 
Dead and Loving It.”

She co-starred in the web 
series “The Rich & the Ruth-
less” for three seasons for 
former “Diagnosis Murder” 
and “The Young and the Rest-
less” star Victoria Rowell, 
who created, executive-pro-
duced, wrote and directed 
the award-winning series, 
which has just completed 
season four. She also stars 
in the current film “Dared 
My Best Friend to Ruin My 

Life.” Elaine has several 
films awaiting release, which 
have been delayed due to 
theater closures because of 
the pandemic: “Free Lunch 
Express,” “Gaycism” and 
the comedy “Love Without 
Hairs,” in which she plays a 
prostitute.

In her spare time, Elaine 
has created a little book 
that will inspire first-time 
and young writers who 
need a cheerleader to get 
them motivated to actually 
put their life and thoughts 
on paper. “How to Write a 
Book, Camp Elaine Style” 
(based on her popular web 
series of the same name) is 
basically a place to write your 
thoughts while homebound 
that you’ll love sharing years 
later with friends and family, 
when we’re finally out of this 
mess. It’s not “Gone With 
the Wind”; it’s just for fun 
and a great stocking stuffer, 
or for those people who are 
hard to shop for. For $24 
plus shipping and handling, 
it could be yours. You can 
contact Elaine at Platzer.
Media/elaine. Where was 
she when I was starting out?

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

I have never been one 
for Black Friday shopping. 
Even in a nonpandemic year, 
I can’t tolerate the chaos 
of mass retail. Maybe it’s 
because I did my college 
years behind the counter 
of a shop facing down the 
general public on a daily 
basis. Maybe it’s because 
I prefer my couch and a 
great movie. But even with 
an endless supply of goods 
at my fingertips these days 
through aps and websites, I 
still miss shopping in a store.

Here are a few movies 
either set in shops or with 
an iconic shopping scene to 
remind you of better, or at 
least more shoppable, times.

“Pretty Woman” -- Julia 
Roberts’ hooker with a heart 
of gold makes a sad first 
attempt to buy clothes at a 
Beverly Hills boutique and 
is rebuffed, but don’t worry. 
After her rich, um, patron 
(Richard Gere) steps in to 
make shopping a bit more 
fun, she goes back to let the 
snotty shopwomen know 

they made a “big mistake 
-- HUGE.”

“Confessions of a Shopa-
holic” -- Isla Fisher stars 
opposite Hugh Dancy in a 
romcom set in New York 
City. Fisher plays a writer 
who struggles with an ad-
diction to high fashion who 
lands a job writing advice for 
a financial publication.

“Empire Records” -- A 
hip-cool crew of young 
adults -- including Liv Tyler 
and a young Renee Zellwe-
ger -- manage emotions and 
expectations along with an 
attention-seeking shoplifter, 
a visit from an aging rocker, 
a missing bank deposit and 
the potential closing of the 
record store!

“European Vacation” -- 
Clark Griswold and company 
toot about Europe to hilarious 
hijinks. But after all of their 
luggage is stolen, they find 
themselves needing new 
clothes. The ensuing Italian 
fashion montage is so very 
Griswold.

“High Fidelity” -- Anoth-
er retail setting in a music 

store, this one with John 
Cusack as a fourth-wall-
breaking record shop owner 
who spins his way through 
some questionable luck in 
love, with side antics by 
Jack Black.

“Employee of the Month” 
-- Set in a warehouse store, 
we follow employee inter-
actions centered around a 
cashier (Jessica Simpson), 
who may or may not have a 
thing for go-getter Employee 
of the Month types (Dax 
Shepard), and a stockman 
(Dane Cook) who has his 
eyes on the title.

“Clerks” -- Rated R for 
Raunchy, but a classic in 
its own right, this conve-
nience-store-set comedy 
features a devil-may-care 
clerk named Randall, his pe-
rennially harassed co-worker 
Dante and the coterie of 
crazy characters who revolve 
around the store -- including 
the indelible Jay and Silent 
Bob.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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Great Holiday Gifts!
Variety of apparel and 

other fine gifts!

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

M
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20

Over 90 Years Serving 
Our Communities

HIGHWAY 52, SUBLETTE, IL 61367 • 815-849-5232 • www.vaessenbrothers.com

Great Deals, 
            Great Service 
                             Since 1926

MGG2020

 Fresh Fruit 
Baskets
made to order

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
Phone: (815) 539-9341

Hours: 6am - 9pm
7 Days a Week

Make Sullivan’s Your
Christmas Headquarters!

Fresh Cut
Prime Rib
- Cut to Order -
(see store for details)

Sullivan’s
GIFT CARDS

Make
GREAT

STOCKING
STUFFERS!

MGG2020

Custom Made
• Deli Fresh Meat Trays
• Meat & Cheese Trays

• Hams • Turkeys • Holiday Roasts

Fresh Holiday 
Wreaths

Looking for a truly 
“Mendota” gift?

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!
Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on 

your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives, 
friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates! 

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and 
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
Gift Certificate
No Expiration Date

Mrs. Jane Doe
Fifteen and 00/100..................Dollars
Presented by The Johnson Family

Date, Dec. 1, 2020
$15.00

Signature:_____________________

MGG2020

Beauty • Security • Privacy

Poly Vinyl Fencing & Products 
That Are Practical & Beautiful!

Other Types of Fencing Available
Red Cedar • Chain Link • Aluminum

Family Run Business With Over 27 Years Experience

FENCES
• INDUSTRIAL 

• COMMERCIAL 

• RESIDENTIAL

2923 N. IL 178th Rd.
Utica, IL

815-667-3667
www.ivfenceandpool.com

Free Estimates

MGG2020

Find a new home in
time for the Holidays!

Call 
Beth! 

815-866-3630

Beth Mulcahy
abethmulcahy@gmail.com

LANDMARK REALTY
1221 N. Main St., Princeton

815-875-1221
M

G
G

20
20

dream • attain • transform

Annual Holiday Open HouseAnnual Holiday Open House

• Cheese Boxes
• Unique Gifts
• Gourmet Foods

We design

Custom Gift

Baskets

AVANTI FOODS
Cheese & Specialty Gift Shop

109 Depot St., Walnut, IL 
800-243-3739

www.avantifoods.com

Christmas Gifts
(non-food items)

10% Off
Christmas 
Ornaments
20% OFF

Fri., Nov. 27 (9am - 5pm)
Sat., Nov. 28 (8am - 2pm)

Regular Hours: Mon-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-1
Holiday Hours

CLOSED SAT., DEC. 26
Open Sat., Jan. 2, 8am - 1 pm

H
W

B
20

30

SocialDistancing! Jerry’s Flower Barn

Buy any regularly priced cash & carry holiday 
item, and then pick a candy cane for 

10-50% OFF!

It’s time for 

Candy Cane Discounts!!

701 Illinois Ave. • Mendota
(815) 539-6274

Now thru 
Christmas!
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4M Graphix
Advanced Auto Parts
ARS Auto Repair Specialists
August Hill Winery  & Illinois 

Sparkling Co.
Beck’s BP Rt. 251
Casey’s General Store
Cindy’s on 34
Cute Nails
CVS/pharmacy
De La O’s
Dr. Tara Van De Wyngaerde O.D., 

P.C.
El Rey Del Taco
El Zarape

Expressions Nail Salon
Floralcrest Inc.
Head Hunter Salon & Day Spa
JC’s Headquarters
Lakeside Liquors
Lube Cube Plus
Main Street Station
Mauch Carpentry, Inc.
McDonald”s
Mendota Area Y
Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
Mendota Moose Family Center
Mendota Shell
Mendota Sport Shop
Moore Tires

Nightingale’s Thrift Shop
Parkway Restaurant
Pizza’s by Marchelloni
Pohl’s Office Supply
Purpose Nutrition
Road Ranger
Rosati’s Pizza Pub
Sew Quiltable
Specialty Body & Paint
Sports-N-Stuff
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware
Subway
Subway I 39
Sullivan’s Foods
Sullivan’s Ace Hardware

Taco Madre
The Mendota Reporter
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 

Cooling & Electric
Uncle Joe’s
Walter Bros. Plumbing, Heating, 

& Cooling
Ziggie’s Family Restaurant

Nov. 14 is the kickoff date for the Mendota Chamber’s 2020 Shop Local Promotion. The Shop Local promotion will run from 
Nov. 14 through Dec. 31 at participating businesses.

For every $10 spent in a participating business, you will receive one sticker. In order to qualify, you must turn in a full card 
and each card must have stickers from at least three of the participating businesses.

Bring in your full cards to the Mendota Chamber Office at 800 Washington St. by noon Monday, Jan. 4, 2021. Drawing will 
take place Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021. The Grand Prize includes over $1,000 in merchandise & gift cards from our participating 
businesses. Three consolation gifts baskets worth over $300 in merchandise & gift cards. Ten additional consolation 
winners will receive $20 in Chamber Gift Certificates.

Shop Local 

& WIN!
2020 Participating Businesses

MGG2020

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY
• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR HOME

**Does not include cost of material. Expires 11/30/20. †All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years
of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together.
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed
within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 11/30/20.

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

C

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

ean your gutters for free

WITH FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!†

RECEIVE A $25
LOWE’S GIFT CARD

PLUS85% OFF
LABOR**

815-673-7216

Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St., Mendota

Open 12-3:30 Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat (Must Wear Mask)

½ Price Day 1st & 3rd Saturdays

WE 
ARE 

STILL 
OPEN!

Come see us for your Holiday Shopping!
We have all that you need!

11232020

CROSS
BODY
SHOP

QUALITY REPAIR WORK
SINCE 1948

1213 Meriden St., Mendota, IL

539-7010

ESTATE ITEMS FOR SALE
ONE DAY

800 21st St., Mendota
Black Friday, Nov. 27

11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. only.
Cash and carry.

11232020

In memory of Juanita 
Bernice Koonce, the family 
of the late Juanita Bernice 
Koonce wish to express 
their deep appreciation to 
those who have offered such 
kindness, food, donations, 
support and messages of 
sympathy and comfort in our 
bereavement. We especially 
wish to thank the United Pen-
tecostal Church of Mendota 
for their support and hospi-
tality. We are grateful for the 
professional and loving care 
shown by funeral director 
Catherine Thomas-Wasmer 
and staff of Wasmer Funeral 
Home, Mendota.

CARDS OF
THANKS POLICE BLOTTER

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
would like to remind drivers 
of a few safety tips to keep 
everyone safe while driving 
in winter weather conditions.

Take the time to clean 
the snow and ice from all 
vehicle windows prior to 
driving on the road. Keep 
your speed down to assist 
in keeping control of your 
own vehicle when driving on 
slick icy roads. If traveling 
long distances remember to 
pack a few emergency items 
to take along in the event 
your vehicle should go off 
the roadway, including a cell 
phone, blankets and water.

If you are leaving town 
and need information re-
garding road conditions, call 
800-452-4368.

MPD reminder

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community Col-
l e g e ’ s 
A d u l t 
E d u c a -
tion de-
partment 
has a new 
Eng l i sh 
as a Sec-
ond Lan-
guage and Adult Basic 
Education/High School 
Equivalency (HSE) Aid 
with a familiar face: recent 
HSE graduate Natasha 
Delaney.

Delaney, of Spring 
Valley, was a featured 
speaker in this year’s 
virtual Adult Education 
Honorees Recognition 
event and received the HSE 
as well as completing the 
Integrated Career and Aca-
demic Preparation System 
(ICAPS) and Bridge to 
Careers programs.

“I was a former (Adult 
Education) student and 
moved on to get my 
CNA. While getting that, 
I realized I liked helping 
others understand material 
more than I liked being a 
CNA,” she explained. “It 
was a no-brainer to change 
my major from nursing to 
teaching.”

She faced some chal-
lenges, namely overcoming 
public speaking and work-
ing with her dyslexia, but 
kept going with a little help. 

“Instructor Sandra 
Woest never let me give 

up and helped me find 
what my true calling is, to 
teach. My husband always 
supports me in all different 
adventures,” she said.

“The support that you 
receive from the Adult Ed 
staff doesn’t end when 
you get your GED; they 
are there to help with all 
your future educational 
questions,” she added.

At age 38, being select-
ed to speak for her peers 
was a challenge. “I was 
nervous and honored, I 
have never been great in 
the spotlight. Being the 
oldest of five from a poor 
family, I worked so they 
could reach their goals.”

She plans to continue 
her education and become 
a teacher. Becoming an 
ESL Aide was a natural 
fit. “I enjoy helping others 
follow their dreams.”

Director of Adult Ed-
ucation Sara Escatel is 
proud to welcome Del-
aney as part of her staff. 
“Natasha is an inspiration 
for others to follow.”

Delaney’s advice for 
potential HSE or ESL 
students is, “Remember, 
our jobs are to help you 
understand the material. 
No question is a dumb 
question if it helps you 
understand.”

For information about 
IVCC’s Adult Education 
program, contact Escatel 
at (815) 224-0355 or 
sara_escatel@ivcc.edu.

IVCC adds to adult ed staff

Delaney

NO VALID LICENSE
Jennifer L. Lesley, 47, of 

404 Fourth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with no valid 
driver’s license after a traf-
fic stop in the 900 block of 
Washington Street at 6:43 
p.m. Nov. 16. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.
CRIMINAL TRESPASS

Bailee E. Cannon, 21, 
of Hoopeston, was charged 
with criminal trespass to a 
vehicle after police officers 
were called to a disturbance 
in the 100 block of 20th Street 
at 12:30 a.m. Nov. 18. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.
SUSPENDED LICENSE

Tiffany L.  Lange, 26, of 
726 ½ Main St., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 

while license suspended 
after a traffic stop at 4:14 
p.m. Nov. 19. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

BATTERY
Dennis L. Sears, 71, of 202 

Cherry St., Apt. B6, Mendota, 
was charged with battery 
at 11:30 a.m. Nov. 20. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Scott L. Christman, 51, of 

2100 Lincoln Ave., Mendota, 
was arrested at 9:12 p.m. Nov. 
20 on a valid failure to appear 
LaSalle County warrant for 
driving while license suspend-
ed. The subject was unable to 
post bond and was transported 
to the LaSalle County Jail to 
appear before a judge.

TWO CHARGED

Jennifer L. Lesley, 47, of 
404 Fourth Ave., Mendota, 
and Jordan E. Lewis, 31, 
of 105 20th St., Apt. A5, 
Mendota, were each charged 
with city ordinance citations 
for disorderly conduct and 
disturbing the peace after 
police officers investigated 
the report of a fight in the 
700 block of Sixth Street at 
10:16 p.m. Nov. 20. Both 
subjects were released with 
LaSalle County court dates.

LITTERING
Monica Fox, 59, of Men-

dota, was charged with two 
counts of city ordinance 
littering violations on Nov. 
21 after a complaint of depos-
iting litter in the 500 block 
of Plaza Drive. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.
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THE FARMER’S REPORT

VISIT US ONLINE @ PERUMUTUAL.COM

Frank McConville
McConville Insurance Agency

Mendota & Tonica, IL 
815-539-9714
815-442-3116

Bart Hartauer
Hartauer Insurance Agency

LaSalle, IL 
815-223-1795

02262020

Rock Falls, IL 815-626-6086
Dixon, IL 815-285-1300

Our Family Protecting Your Family

11252020

We thank our local farmers for their 
hard work, passion, and resilience. 
We’re proud to support them with the 
comprehensive protection they need to 
support our tomorrow.  
Trust in Tomorrow.®

THE FUTURE RESTS ON
THOSE WHO RARELY DO

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Riley Klein

THANK 
YOU.

542 US Hwy 52
Sublette, IL 61367

(815) 849-9010
Serving All Makes & Models of Farm Equipment

11252020

May your plate be filled with an abundance of 
blessings at this special time of year.

Happy Thanksgiving!

By SARAH GOLDBERG
FFAR

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– Since 2018, an epidemic 
of corn tar spot has plagued 
corn growers from Florida 
to Michigan and as far west 
as Idaho. This plant disease, 
caused by the fungus Phylla-
chora maydis, reduces corn 
yields by as much as 60 bush-
els per acre. Compounding 
difficulties, the disease can-
not be grown in a lab, limiting 
scientists’ understanding of 
how to fight it. To combat 
its spread, the Foundation 
for Food & Agricultural 
Research (FFAR) awarded 
a $150,000 Rapid Out-
comes for Agricultural Re-
search (ROAR) grant to Uni-
versity of Illinois researchers 
to develop tools to study and 
mitigate tar spot on corn.

Tar spot was first detected 
in the US in 2015 and quickly 
spread through the Corn 
Belt. Scientists predict that 
tar spot could soon reach 
parts of North Dakota and 
New York, further devas-
tating yields. This disease 
causes significant losses for 
farmers’ livelihoods. Even a 
1 percent reduction in total 
domestic corn production 
could cost American farmers 
an estimated $231 billion in 
lost revenue.

Efforts to combat the 
disease have been hampered 
by the difficulty of growing 
Phyllachora maydis in a 
laboratory – an essential 
step for developing a rem-
edy. University of Illinois 
researchers are developing 
molecular tools and tech-
niques to understand how 
the pathogen interacts with 
its host. This information 
will allow farmers to make 
more informed decisions 
about when and how best to 
apply fungicide – which can 
better protect crops from corn 
tar spot.

“It’s especially hard to 
develop solutions for tar 
spot when the underlying 
fungus cannot be grown in 
a lab,” said FFAR Executive 
Director Dr. Sally Rockey. 
“One of our initial objectives 
is to address unanticipated 
pathogens and this grant 
does just that by generating 
the knowledge needed to 
help farmers make timely 
and economical decisions to 
prevent tar spots.”

University of Illinois 
researchers are building a 
multi-state effort to develop 
research tools and informa-
tion to help growers with 
tar spot management. The 
team’s research is mapping 
where the fungus is currently, 
discovering how the fungus 
entered the US, assessing 

management options and 
developing outreach and 
extension materials for corn 
farmers. The researchers are 
also building forecasting 
models to help producers 
make timely fungicide deci-
sions using a free smartphone 
application and working 
with corn farmers to collect 
information that will result 
in immediate real-world 
impacts on and benefits for 
producer decisions.

 This research is funded 
through FFAR’s ROAR 
program, which rapidly 
funds research and outreach 
in response to emerging 
or unanticipated threats to 
the nation’s food supply or 
agricultural systems. This 
ROAR grant was matched by 
the National Corn Growers 
Association, Corteva Agri-
science, Wyffels Hybrids, 
Illinois Corn Growers Asso-
ciation and Purdue Univer-
sity for a total investment of 
$300,000.

About the Foundation 

for Food & Agriculture 
Research

The Foundation for 
Food & Agriculture Re-
search (FFAR), a 501 
(c) (3) nonprofit organiza-
tion originally established 
by bipartisan Congressional 
support in the 2014 Farm Bill, 
builds unique partnerships 
to support innovative and 
actionable science addressing 
today’s food and agriculture 
challenges. FFAR leverages 
public and private resources 
to increase the scientific 
and technological research, 
innovation, and partnerships 
critical to enhancing sustain-
able production of nutritious 
food for a growing global 
population. The FFAR Board 
of Directors is chaired by 
Mississippi State University 
President Mark Keenum, 
Ph.D., and includes ex officio 
representation from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and 
National Science Foundation.

Learn more: www.foun-
dationfar.org.

Grant given to study 
corn tar spot disease

PEORIA – Estolides may 
not be a household name yet, 
but Agricultural Research 
Service (ARS) scientists and 
their industry partners are 
working on it.

Made from organic fatty 
acids found in various plant 
(bio)-derived oils, estolides 
as highly functional biosyn-
thetic oils have numerous 
uses in lubricant, automotive, 
marine and personal care 
applications.

Scientists at the ARS 
National Center for Agri-
cultural Utilization Research 
in Peoria, began researching 
the estolides in 1991—first, 
using fatty acids from a new 
oilseed crop called mead-
owfoam and, later, from 
canola, sunflower, safflower, 
lesquerella, castor and high 
oleic-acid soybeans.

Tests showed estolides 
showed excellent oxidative 
stability, which is a measure 
of the service life of a lubri-
cant. Other biobased lubri-
cants that were evaluated for 
comparison required the use 
of costly additives to keep 
them from oxidizing and per-
forming poorly, according to 
Steve Cermak, Terry Isbell, 
Thomas Abbott (retired) and 
others with the ARS center’s 
Bio-oils Research Unit in 
Peoria.

The estolides also scored 
high marks on the opposite 
end of the spectrum, retain-

ARS researchers created a process for making biodegradable base oils for lubricants 
and other products using estolides from canola, soybean and other crop plants.

Plants give rise to biodegradable base 
oils – with helping hand from science

ing desirable pour point 
properties when used in cold 
temperatures of -22 to -52 de-
grees Celsius. Furthermore, 
estolides performed as well 
as or better than standard 
petroleum-derived base oils.

In addition to coming 
from a renewable resource—
namely, castor or soybeans—
estolides promise to leave 
behind a lighter “environ-
mental footprint” than min-
eral-oil-based lubes. Testing 
also showed that the estolides 
components of a finished 
engine are biodegradable.

Some inventions can 
languish on the lab bench 
for years before a company 
takes notice. Not so with 
estolides. In 2009, ARS 
licensed the technology 
to Biosynthetic Technolo-
gies, an Indianapolis-based 
company, which has since 
commercially developed 
estolides into biosynthetic 
base-oil products for a va-
riety of applications.

The company created a 
synthetic motor oil using the 
estolides technology and put 
it to the ultimate road test: 
lubricating the engine of a 
Las Vegas taxicab during a 
150,000-mile, 18-month tri-
al run involving stop-and-go 
traffic. In this test, the engine 
using estolides-based motor 
oils was cleaner and showed 
much less varnish than those 
engines using commercially 

available mineral-oil-based 
motor oil.

The encouraging results 
led to Biosynthetic Technol-
ogies’ subsequent develop-
ment of two different grades 
of passenger car motor oil, 
5W-20 and 5W-30—each 
containing estolides in the 
formulation. These two 
grades also received Amer-
ican Petroleum Institute 
(API) SN - Resource Con-
serving certification, which 
validates the performance 
capabilities and the envi-
ronmental promises.

Under a renewed Co-
operative Research and 
Development Agreement 
(CRADA) signed with 
ARS in July, Biosynthetic 
Technologies will contin-
ue collaborating with the 
Peoria team to expand the 
functionality of estolides. 
CRADAs are one of several 
partnership mechanisms by 
which ARS innovations like 
the estolides technology are 
moved out of the lab and into 
the marketplace, where con-
sumers, producers and other 
stakeholders can benefit.

The team’s estolides 
research also supports the 
“Value-Added Innovations” 
theme outlined in the USDA 
Science Blueprint and 
moves us closer to meeting 
the goals outlined in US-
DA’s Agriculture Innovation 
Agenda.

URBANA – When the 
Thanksgiving table is set this 
year, check if something is 
missing. It may be the care 
that local farmers, ranchers, 
bakers and cooks put into 
their work.

For four years, Illinois 
Extension Horticulture Edu-
cator Kelly Allsup has chal-
lenged herself to buy mostly 
fresh, local ingredients for 
her family’s meal.

“Buying local foods has 
become a new Thanksgiving 
tradition,” Allsup says. “In 
past years, we have feasted 
on sweet potatoes, brussels 
sprouts, carrots, cheese, 
honey, eggs, and herbs as 
well as breads and desserts 
from local bakeries.”

Supporting regional food 
providers is good for you 
and your community. It en-
courages economic growth, 
benefits the environment 
and promotes a safer food 
supply.

Locally grown foods 
also have more nutrients 
since they have a shorter 
time between being har-
vested and reaching the 
consumer. Produce grown 
locally travels an average 
of 56 miles to market while 
conventionally grown food 
travels 1,494 miles, accord-
ing to a 2003 Iowa State 
University study.

Allsup encourages peo-
ple to consider a few local 
options when shopping for 
Thanksgiving.

Finding locally grown 
fresh produce can be diffi-
cult in Illinois in November. 
Some towns have pop-up 
markets for Thanksgiving 
and roadside stands may be 
an option. If you’ve devel-
oped a relationship with a 
farmer at a market, consider 
contacting them in advance 

Local foods offer a cornucopia of fresh Thanksgiving options
about an order.

It’s likely too late to track 
down a locally-sourced tur-
key or ham this year, but next 
summer ask around at your 
local farmers market about 
ordering a locally raised bird 
in advance. 

Honey can be swapped 
for sugar in many recipes. 
Honey made by local bees 
has minerals, vitamins and 
is a natural energy booster 

and can be found at markets 
and natural food stores.

Shoppers may also un-
intentionally end up with 
local foods on the table. 
Whether buying gourds for 
decorations, canned pump-
kin or a premade pie, the 
source squash is likely from 
Illinois. About 90% to 95% 
of the processed pumpkins 
in the U.S. are grown in 
Illinois.
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SOCIAL SCENE

The 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 
Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, 

Focus House, 
Shining Star Children’s Advocacy 

Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, Hub City Senior 

Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar! 
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________

Clip and mail this form along with $22 
($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 

Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we
will mail it out to you!
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2021 From The Heart Cash
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office

• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we
will mail a 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you!
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Roger & Jean Simkins

We know you’re busy.

We know you’re on the road.

We know you’ll love

 our eEdition. 

• Same great content

• Searchable, portable, 
convenient

• Back issues available

• Identical in format to paper 
edition– 
Flip each page with a single 
click!

• News when you want it– 
eEdition is available sooner than 
home delivery!

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail acaylor@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

Celebrating 50-year 
wedding anniversary

MENDOTA - Roger and Jean (Sondgeroth) Simkins cel-
ebrated their 50th anniversary on Nov. 21, 2020.

They were married at Holy Cross Church in Mendota by 
Rev. Charles Karl on Saturday, Nov. 21, 1970. A Mass of 
Thanksgiving for God’s blessings was celebrated on Nov. 
21, 2020 at Holy Cross with the immediate family.

Roger and Jean were blessed with three children, Ryan 
(Carrie) of Naperville along with sons Owen and Aidan; 
Corry (Jennifer) of Lockport, along with sons Ethan and Alex 
; and Trina (Ryan “Bart”) Barnard of Crestview, Fla. with 
their children, Addison, Brendan and Camryn.

Roger retired from Caterpillar/Aurora after 32 years of 
service. Jean retired from Black Bros. Co. after 25 years 
of service and then went on to a career in sales for Cygnus 
Business Media, followed by five years as travel coordinator 
with the Vista Club for First State Bank. They both enjoy 
keeping active with activities and travel, when possible.

A celebration with family and friends has been postponed 
until 2021 when safe to do so. If desired, cards may be sent 
to: 1503 Lakeview Drive, Mendota, IL 61342. 

5th Grade 
Northbrook School’s fifth grade Students of the 
Month for October, left to right, are Samantha Nelson, 
Isaac Caracheo and Fernanda Valdes. Not pictured 
are Savannah Lenert and Jordyn Sanders. (Photos 
contributed. Please note: Photos of the students were each 
taken individually for safety and then grouped together 
digitally.)

NORTHBROOK STUDENTS OF THE MONTH - OCTOBER

7th Grade 
Northbrook School’s seventh grade Students of the 
Month for October, left to right, are Sean Indigo, Luis 
Nunez and Gracie Botts Not pictured is Talia White. 

6th Grade 
Northbrook School’s sixth grade Students of the Month 
for October, left to right, are Blake Bute, Harlow 
Foltynewicz and Emily Sondgeroth. Not pictured is 
Ryder Woods.

8th Grade 
Northbrook School’s eighth grade Students of the Month 
for October, front row left to right, are Jose Hermosillo, 
Travis Mumm and Jose Hernandez; back row, Jesus 
Escobar, Brenna Rummery and Lissette Sandoval Rios.

Girl Scouts and SupplyCore bring back popular rappelling adventure
SupplyCore continues sponsorship & provides historic 8-story building for 2021 
Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts - Girl Scouts of N. I. urban rappelling fundraising event

ROCKFORD – Girl Scouts of Northern 
Illinois (GSNI) and SupplyCore are happy 
to announce plans to host Over the Edge 4 
Girl Scouts in 2021. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the two organizations were forced 
to move the event originally scheduled for 
May 30 at SupplyCore in Rockford, to June 
5, 2021. Plans are currently underway for 
the event to run amid updated health and 
safety guidelines.  

Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts takes fund-
raising to new heights and adds adventure! 
This unique event provides participants the 

thrill of rappelling down the historic 8-story 
SupplyCore building in downtown Rockford. 
Limited to the first 92 participants, indi-
viduals, ages 11 and older, raise proceeds 
through peer-to-peer and DIY fundraising 
with GSNI’s fundraising toolkit and specially 
designed website! “Edgers” must raise $1,000 
to go Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts. Employees 
can even join together to raise $1,000 to “Toss 
the Boss” and send someone over the edge.

No experience is required—only the 
desire to show off your courage and give 
back to girls in the community! The Over 

the Edge staff consists of a team of experts 
who provide the technical expertise, training, 
and equipment needed for the event. Social 
distancing and COVID-19 safety policies are 
strictly followed. 

Early Bird Registration is available 
through Jan. 1, 2021. Registration fees count 
as the first donation and applies to each 
person’s final fundraising goal. Visit www.
girlscoutsni.org/ote to sign up or check out 

ways to support local event rappelers with 
their fundraising efforts at www.overth-
eedgegsni.com.

Proceeds from the event aid local troops 
that face financial barriers to fully partic-
ipating in Girl Scouts. Funds raised will 
support leaders in areas where volunteers 
are not always readily available. Girl Scouts 
of Northern Illinois is committed to provide 
every interested girl and her family access to 
the lifelong benefits and skills found only in 
the Girl Scout Leadership Experience.

For information on Over the Edge or to 
donate or volunteer, contact 1-844-476-4463 
or customercare@girlscoutsni.org. 
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KIDS’ FUN PAGE

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION SPONSORS
COUPON

FREE CHEESEBURGER
with purchase of cheeseburger.

501 Ninth Ave., Mendota
815-539-7451

With locations in:
Mendota • 539-5651
Earlville • 246-8261
Paw Paw • 627-8552

The Newspapers In 
Education (NIE) program is 
designed as an educational 
tool to enhance our local 

students’ understanding of 
the world around them. The 
Mendota Reporter wishes 
to recognize these 2020-
2021 sponsors and their 

commitment to education!

703 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9396
www.mendotareporter.com

1905 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-3444

Ottawa | Peru | Morris | Diamond

www.financialplus.org

Setchell 
Agency, Ltd.

618 6th Street 
Mendota, IL

 815-539-9311
www.setchellagency.com

706 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815.538.2265 • firststatebank.biz

EXPIRES 6/30/21. REDEEMABLE ONLY AT MCDONALD’S IN MENDOTA.  COUPON 
REQUIRED. ONE COUPON PER PERSON PER VISIT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTH-
ER OFFER, DISCOUNT, COUPON OR COMBO MEAL. CASH VALUE OF 1/20TH OF 
1 CENT. COUPON MAY NOT BE TRANSFERRED, AUCTIONED, SOLD, COPIED, 
OR DUPLICATED IN ANY WAY OR TRANSMITTED VIA ELECTRONIC MEDIA. 
VALID WHEN PRODUCT IS SERVED. MAY NOT BE VALID FOR ALL ORDERS.

NOW 
HIRING -

EOE
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LOCAL AND AREA

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED OF 
ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

BEFORE CALLING: VIEW at www.loghomedream.com
Click on House Plans

SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept.

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia       $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi           $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta      $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

Your 
Advertising 
Message

Can Reach The
ENTIRE 

STATE OF 
ILLINOIS

For A Surprisingly 
Low Cost!

Call Us Today For 
Details 539-9396

539-9396

We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods
• CVS Pharmacy

• Subway

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

What does it mean to 
be led by the Holy Spir-
it? Some may refer to it 
as being filled with – or 
sensitive to or anointed 
by – the Spirit. It sounds 
really spiritual, but being 
led by the Spirit is actual-
ly a very practical part of 
living the Christian life. 

Simply put, to be led 
by the Holy Spirit just 
means to be obedient to 
Him.

The Holy Spirit does 
such awesome, yet prac-
tical work in the lives of 
God’s children. He is our 
Comforter, Counselor, 
Helper, Intercessor, Ad-

Discover how to make your life an adventure
vocate, Strengthener and 
Standby. He teaches us 
and guides us into truth…
and He even brings the 
things we learn back to 
our remembrance as we 
need it.

And the best part of it 
all is that He lives in each 
of us. Ephesians 3:16 
(AMP) says you can be 
“strengthened and spir-
itually energized with 
power through His Spirit 
in your inner self, [in-
dwelling your innermost 
being and personality].” 

He comes to live in 
our hearts when we’re 
born again, and then He 

teaches and guides us 
according to God’s plan 
and purpose for us. One 
of the ways He does this 
is by convicting us of 
the sins in our life; we 
learn what’s right and 
wrong as we grow in our 
faith. We may get by with 
things that are not right 
for awhile, but the time 
comes when we need to 
grow up. 

I remember when I 
would go to church ev-
ery Sunday and then 
gossip about the pastor 
or whatever I didn’t 
like about the service. 
Of course, I was not a 
very happy Christian 
during that time. And I 
couldn’t have been a very 
good example of one to 
others either. Critical 
and judgmental attitudes 
like that, or murmuring, 
being unthankful, and 
complaining hinder our 
relationship with God 
and our representation of 
what a Christian is. 

But eventually, I be-
gan to get this nagging, 
uneasy feeling every time 
I would say something 
negative about the pas-
tor…or anyone else for 
that matter. I could feel 
that what I was saying 
was wrong, and I knew 
in my heart it was the 
Holy Spirit telling me it 
was time to grow up and 
mature spiritually.

Now I am immediately 
aware when I say or do 
something that is not 
pleasing to God. And this 
is what He wants for all 
His children: to develop 

sensitivity and obedience 
to His voice as He leads 
each of our lives. Ro-
mans 8:14 declares that 
“all who are...led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of 
God.” This term “sons” 
indicates a level of matu-
rity and intimacy in our 
relationship with Him.

God is not looking for 
spiritual robots; He wants 
sons. He doesn’t want us 
all just following a bunch 
of rules for the sake of 
obedience. 

Jesus made a way, 
through His perfect sac-
rifice, for our sins to be 
completely washed away 
and removed from us so 
we can have a personal 
relationship with God. 
We are free to obey Him 
simply because we love 
Him and we know that 
everything He tells us to 
do, or not do, is for our 
good. We just need to 
learn to follow His lead.

It’s actually exciting to 
follow the Holy Spirit. I 
can tell you that life will 
never be boring with Him 
in the lead. 

When I first met my 
husband, Dave, he had 
been praying for a wife…
and particularly someone 
who needed help. He 

came to the house one 
day to visit a friend of his 
who lived upstairs from 
us. I was outside wash-
ing my car and he said, 
“When you finish that 
one, you want to wash 
mine?” My response was, 
“If you want your car 
washed you can wash it 
yourself!” 

It had to be the Holy 
Spirit leading him, be-
cause he says that’s when 
he thought, “That’s the 
girl for me!” 

Everyone’s story is 
different but the point 
is the Holy Spirit wants 
to lead us all according 
to the plans God has for 
each of our lives. In our 
relationship with God, 
our part is to pray, study 
His Word, and learn to 
develop sensitivity and 
be obedient to the Holy 
Spirit’s lead. 

As we do, He promises 
this: “I will give them one 
heart [a new heart], and 
put a new spirit within 
them. I will take from 
them the heart of stone, 
and will give them a 
heart of flesh [that is re-
sponsive to My touch]” 
(Ezekiel 11:19 AMP). 

Trust the Holy Spirit 
and follow His lead. 

You’ll discover His way 
is the best, most exciting 
journey you can find!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing CD series Learning to 
Be Led by the Holy Spirit. 
You can also contact us 
to receive our free mag-
azine, Enjoying Everyday 
Life, by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 100 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and 
her newest devotional 
QUIET TIMES WITH 
GOD (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2020-2021 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

1003 5th St.   •   (815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
Please see our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
to see if we are open and to watch 

services live online at 10 a.m. 
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 993-2462
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road   •  Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
 “Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  
At this time in-person worship has 
been suspended due to COVID-19. 

Please check out Immanuel’s 
Facebook page or website for 

Sunday worship videos and other 
worship opportunities.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Obadiah in 
the Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. From Matthew 9, after Jesus 
healed a paralyzed man, what 
did the man pick up and carry 

home? 
Brother, Bed, Mother, Cart

3. What is the largest number 
phrase specifically mentioned 

(described) in the Bible? 
Scores upon scores, One hun-

dred thousand, Thousand 
thousand, Thousands of millions
4. Which book begins, “And the 
Lord spake unto Moses in the 

wilderness of Sinai”? 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy
5. From Psalms 5:9, on refer-

ring to enemies, their throat is 
an open ...? 

Wound, Door, Sepulchre, Cave
6. In Exodus 7 what river was 

turned into blood? 
Red, Galilee, Marah, Nile

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Bed; 3) Thou-
sands of millions (Genesis 24:60); 4) 

Numbers; 5) Sepulchre; 6) Nile

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF MENDOTA
ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT

FOR PERIOD ENDING 04/20
REVENUE SUMMARY: PROPERTY TAX-CORPORATE 
$2,084,095.67 - ROAD & BRIDGE TAX $118,106.20 - PROPER-
TY TAX-FIRE PROTECTION $55,544.17 - PROPERTY TAX-PO-
LICE PROTECTION $55,544.17 - PROPERTY TAX-AMBULANCE 
$55,544.17 - PROPERTY TAX-LIABILITY INSURANCE $169,484.18 
- PROPERTY TAX-STREET LIGHTING $37,031.99 - PROPER-
TY TAX-PARKS $55,544.17 - PROPERTY TAX-PLAYGROUND 
$9,971.86 - PROPERTY TAX-ESDA $11,970.01 - PROPERTY TAX-
SCHOOL CROSS GUARD $14,971.56 - PROPERTY TAX-WORK-
MAN’S COMP. $174,470.11 - PROPERTY TAX-AUDIT $31,904.34 
- PROPERTY TAX-FIRE PENSION $338,968.36 - PROPERTY 
TAX-POLICE PENSION $1,072,735.10 - FOREIGN FIRE IN-
SURANCE TAX $13,938.09 - HOTEL/MOTEL TAX $58,446.69 - 
TELECOMMUNICATION TAX $117,821.36 - LIQUOR LICENSES 
$16,562.50 - DOG LICENSES $1,185.00 – FRANCHISE LICENSES 
TV $86,779.17 - BUILDING PERMITS $11,160.00 - CONTRAC-
TORS LICENSE $12,000.00 - VIDEO GAMING TERMINALS LI-
CENSE $2,050.00 - PEDDLER’S PERMITS $700.00 - OTHER 
PERMITS $100.00 - STATE INCOME TAX $725,294.70 - PERSON-
AL PROPERTY REPLACEMNT TAX $163,026.26 - SALES TAX 
$1,217,899.12 - SALES TAX AUTO RENTAL $10,731.80 - LOCAL 
USE TAX $258,087.21 - CHARITABLE/TIP GAMES TAX $1,860.51 – 
VIDEO GAMING MACHINES TAX $134,895.19 - CANABIS USE TAX 
$1,206.36 COURT FINES $1,967,115.55 - PENALTIES GARBAGE 
$39,583.43 – GARBAGE COLLECTION REVENUE $520,615.26 - 
GARBAGES STICKERS $104.50 - GARBAGES BAGS $451.50 - 
AMBULANCE FEES $449,899.53 - CONTRACTED FEES POLICE 
$1,320.00 - CONTRACTED FIRE EXTRICATION $812.25 -FIRE/
AMB INTERCEPTS $587.25 - RESOURCE/DRUG ENFORCE-
MENT COORD. $43,000.00 - PARKING FINES/ACCIDENT RE-
PORTS $6,455.00 - BIRTH/DEATH CERTIFICATES $7,221.86 
- EMPLOYEE PURCHASES $3,711.61 - MAINTENANCE FEES 
STATE HWY $38,143.14 - CITY SERVICES $6,776.23 - GRANT 
MONEY $26,025.27 - GRANT REIMB./POLICE DEPT $3,381.86 
- TRIDENT DRUG REIMBURSEMENT $120,580.00 - INTEREST 
INCOME $150,572.07 - RENTAL INCOME $151,717.75 - RENT-
AL INCOME/INDUSTRIAL PARK $30,625.00 - RENTAL INCOME/
RURAL FIRE $4,100.00 - RENTAL INCOME/RURAL AMBULANCE 
$5,500.00 - RENTAL INCOME/SNYDERS GROVE $38,775.00 
- COMMUNICATIONS TOWER RENTAL $9,893.91 - WATER 
DEPT. PROP. MAINT. FEE $21,400.00 - RENTAL WIXOM FARM 
$17,920.00 – DONATIONS $52,114.91 - INSURANCE CLAIMS/
REIMBURSE $49,017.96 - RESTITUTION $158.49 - SWIMMING 
POOL/GATE RECEIPTS $16,652.91 - PARK RENT $700.00 - 
SWIMMING POOL/CONCESSIONS $5,945.00 - ECONOMIC DEV/
FARMERS MRKT $310.00 - ECONOMIC DEV/IL AVE $1,311.19 
– SWIMMING POOL/LESSONS $6,205.00 - CHAMBER MAINTE-
NANCE FEES $3,330.00 - MISCELLANEOUS INCOME $26,834.38 
- INTERFUND OPERATING TRANSFER $729,273.16 - LOAN PRO-
CEEDS $52,431.42 - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RECEIVABLE 
$8,000.00 - LA SALLE CNTY-DRUG $4,152.99 - LA SALLE CNTY-
FINES $1,528.26 - MOTOR FUEL TAX $272,039.02 - PROPER-
TY TAX-IMRF $69,789.57 - PROPERTY TAX-FICA & MEDICARE 
$69,789.57 - PROCEEDS FROM SALE OF PROPERTY $3,495.90 
- WATER SALES $695,303.78 - WATER SALES/CITY $5,167.36 
- WATER SALES/CITY OF MENDOTA $1,028,022.07 - TAP-ON 
FEES WATER $300.00 - METER SALES $381.25 - SERVICE FEE 
$1,058,205.90 - SERVICE LINE REPAIR $21,970.00 – BAR PACK-
AGE INCOME $17,743.22 - SPECIAL EVENTS $6,813.00 - LINEN 
INCOME $2,939.50 - GRATUITIES $4,933.37 - SPECIAL SERVICE 
FEES $1,235.66 - CATERED FOOD SALES $82,392.38 - BEER 
SALES $7,881.59 - WINE SALES $1,445.99 - LIQUOR SALES 
$9,679.97 - SODA/COFFEE SALES $1,758.53 - IN HOUSE FOOD 
SALES $38,014.57 - MOTEL TAX INCOME $353,335.94 - RENTAL 
FULL HALL WEEKEND $10,731.00 - RENTAL FULL BALLROOM/
WKDAY $6,575.00 - RENTAL SECTIONS $8,583.25 - RENT-
AL CONFERENCE ROOM $3,464.00 - RENTAL FEIK PARLOR 
$125.00 – RENTAL MISSION ROOM $8,731.00 - RENTAL PER-
GOLA $2,000.00 - RENTAL MASS OFFICE RENTAL $3,000.00 - 
UNREALIZED LOSS (GAIN) $156,833.87CR - REALIZED (GAIN) 
LOSS $7,380.32CR - TOTAL REVENUES: $15,375,516.86.
COMPENSATION SUMMARY: BOELK, DAVID W $6,900.00 - 
FITZPATRICK, JAMES F $4,500.00 - HESSENBERGER, JOHN 
J $4,500.00 - HOCHSTATTER, LEO J $1,875.00 - HOLLAND III, 
JOHN M $4,500.00 - HUNT, WILLIAM F $3,750.00 - JOHNSON, 
VICKI L $750.00 - KIM, KYLE L $4,500.00 - MILLER, JAY $4,500.00 
- PEASLEY, MARK E $4,500.00 - PIERSON, JOHN W $2,250.00 
- SILFIES, MICHAEL J $11,960.04 - SIMONTON, JEFFREY W 
$2,400.00 - STROUSS, JAMES $7,600.32 - AMBLER, CARLOS S 
$71,165.49 - BORELLI, RITA R $48,605.20 - HOLLAND, SAMAN-
THA J $61,827.14 - CORRIGAN, KEVIN A $19,670.00 - EISEN-
BERG, LONNY L $96,085.72 - EUTIS, TERRY M $85,781.50 - 
FALCON, DANIEL J $63,748.67 - FISHER, BRIAN L $103,540.99 
- FITZGERALD, TOBY S $72,227.14 - GONDA, VICTOR J 
$63,777.42 - GREEN, RACHEL A $40,116.19 - GRINKA, MARK R 
$47,101.63 - HAGEMANN, DALE $68,072.89 - HERNANDEZ, DAN-
IEL $34,076.41 - HOCHSTATTER, CHAD R $51,212.91 - HUFTEL, 
DALTON J $16,979.38 - HUNT, ZACHARY $41,432.12 - KACKERT, 
TAMMY L $38,489.80 - KAMMERER, LUCAS $64,050.19 - KELLEN, 
GREG S $85,125.13 - KENT, TYLER $79,971.01 - KIM, NATHA-
NIAL $41,467.73 - KIMREY, TIMOTHY D. $81,661.46 - LETTERLY, 
WENDY L $48,605.20 - LONG, MICHAEL C $56,123.37 - MANN, 
AMY E $57,331.87 - MARTIN, BRADLEY S $69,090.02 - MAR-
TIN JR, SETH $31,512.61 - MATHESIUS, KAREN A $16,085.43 
- CRONIN-MCCONVILLE, EMILY J $62,090.30 - MCPHEETERS, 
KEVIN D. $75,373.80 - MCWADE, MARY E $25,773.00 - MYERS, 
JOHN R $82,551.21 - PETERSEN, PAUL D $69,591.19 - PHA-
LEN, JASON B $54,499.17 - PRESTON, JEFFREY S $25,796.80 
- RAYA, JOSE DE JESUS $63,667.62 - RUTISHAUSER, DENNIS 
J $108,679.07 - SARVER, JOSHUA S $62,584.30 - SETCHELL, 
JUSTIN $83,162.36 - STEWART, JASON E $40,384.16 - STREM-
LAU, NICHOLAS $47,959.75 - TUCKER JR, RANDY $31,701.24 - 
URBANSKI, ZACHARY S $61,530.84 - YUCUS, ABRAM $6,536.64 
- AMBLER, HANNAH $1,895.25 - ASKA, MARK D $1,152.00 -AV-
ERY, RYANN J $1,830.75 - BARRETT, AMANDA $2,910.25 - BARK-
MAN, KAYLEE L $1,850.50 - BARKMAN, PAITYN $709.00 - BAU-
ER, CARRIE A $1,385.64 - BAXTER, DAN $16.50 - BENTLEY, 
BENJAMIN J $9,322.09 - BLAIR, KIMBERLY A $133.00 - BOELK, 
MADISYN $4,128.51 - BOELK, MYAH N $2,041.25 - BOELK, MAR-
LIE $3,195.13 - BOKUS, ANNA L $2,687.88 - BURKE, CATHY K 
$13,692.01 - CALDERON, TANYA $1,524.61 - CESSNA, ROBERT 
P $62,400.00 - CHAON, PATRICIA A $4,559.16 - CHRISTMAN, 
HOLLY A $7,705.00 - DAGENAIS, JEFFREY $824.96 - DEFORE, 
MASON R $3,500.26 - DEFORE, MARY E $2,194.75 - DELONG, 
NATHANAEL G $3,744.00 - DENK, JANET M $6,940.01 - ECCLES, 
KIMBERLY $151.59 - EMMETT, SHAWN $5,125.19 - ESCATEL, 
UVALDO $118.00 - ESTELL, MARY $1,643.32 - FEURER, TIM-
OTHY C $84.62 - FITTANTO, ANDREW N $3,053.00 - FORBES, 
STACI $3,914.15 - GARZA, AARON $8,570.25 - GARCIA, LARISSA 
$369.06 - GREEN, ABRAM J $673.77 - HADLEY, SHEILA L $429.37 
- HAMMEN, MICHAEL A $53,300.00 - HAUN, JENNIFER $396.19 - 
HAYWARD, ADAM L $2,191.12 - HERNANDEZ, DANIEL $11,209.32 

- HOCHSTATTER, CHAD R $402.84 - HORNUNG, BRANDON 
$352.26 - JACKSON, JACOB $1,937.75 - JANSEN, CHERYL L 
$543.01 - JOYCE, TAYLOR R $2,925.00 - KACKERT, TAMMY 
L $4,800.00 - KESSEL, WHITNEY M $2,217.66 - KIM, ALLYSON 
$1,281.00 - KOBILSEK, KOURTNEY S $18.42 - KREWER, RYAN 
J $8,975.08 - LARKIN, DAWN M $736.63 - LEE, JULIE A $798.73 
- LEIFHEIT, GRACE M $2,248.00 - LINDEN, LILY A $2,129.75 
- LOPEZ, JULIO $812.96 - MALL, JODY L $1,024.16 - MARTIN, 
MAYA $2,144.00 - MASSEY, ELLA O $1,750.25 - MASSEY, JACK 
$1,246.50 - MCCONVILLE, MEREDITH $3,525.00 - MIKOLASEK, 
MADISON $1,615.25 - MORRIS, ERIC L. $2,403.49 - NEEDS, BAR-
BARA $45.00 - NETTLETON, DEBORAH A $998.06 - NOWLIN, 
JANICE M $173.25 - PERRYMAN, AARON $4,923.80 - POLITSCH, 
DENNIS W $12,108.00 - REEDER, BRENNAN T $1,128.82 - RO-
SALES, NICOLAS $96.88 - RUTISHAUSER, BRADY J $8,496.32 
- SCHMIDT, JOSHUA R $91.07 - STALLINGS, MARC $105.36 - 
STUART, ERICA S $1,098.64 - THOMPSON, BLAKE J $621.77 - 
TODD, CHAD M $1,007.54 - TOLENTINO, ANTHONY $799.50 - TO-
LENTINO, ISABELLA K $392.82 - TOLLEY, NATHAN F $5,535.76 
- TRUCKENBROD, KYLE J $175.60 - TUCKER JR, RANDY D 
$1,337.12 - WACKERLIN, MARY $3,077.75 - WEILAND, WALTER 
R $1,565.49 - WEST, CHEYENNE M $1,593.56 - WEST, GARY D 
$1,193.68 - WEST, LOGAN $100.00 - WILLOUGHBY, ASHLEY N 
$4,633.25 - TOTAL COMPENSATION: $2,948,059.67.
EXPENDITURE SUMMARY: 11TH STREET NURSERY $5,296.00 
- A.R.S. $14,742.31 - A.A. AMERICAN LOCKSMITH, $5,161.93 - 
ADVANCED ASPHALT $113,026.90 - ADVANCE AUTO PARTS 
$6,115.78 - ADVANCED ENGINEERING ASSO $127,036.79 - 
AIRGAS USA, LLC $3,783.25 - AL’S LAWN SERVICE $4,775.00 
- ALBRECHT WELL DRILLING IN $6,923.45 - ALDEN POOL AND 
MUNICIPAL $3,380.00 - ALTORFER INDUSTRIES $20,977.32 
– AMERICAN MACHINE $3,239.03 - APPLE PRESS $4,067.90 - 
ARAMARK/AUCA CHICAGO MC L $10,592.70 - AT&T MOBILITY 
$6,496.47 - AXON ENTERPRISES INC $3,780.00 - BARBECK 
COMMUNICATIONS $32,016.04 - BARCO PRODUCTS COMPANY 
$3,145.65 - BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD $706,404.88 – BROWN-
LEE DATA SYSTEMS $6,900.00 - BLACK BROTHERS CORPORA-
TIO $4,536.66 - BONNELL INDUSTRIES INC $10,104.26 - BOUND 
TREE MEDICAL LLC $3,280.71 - BRENNTAG MID-SOUTH INC 
$10,280.01 - CARGILL SALT INC $58,466.73 - CARRIAGE HOUSE 
ELECTRIC $43,091.75 - CARUS LLC $59,628.89 - COMMUNITY 
FIRST NATIONAL $36,635.70 - MENDOTA AREA CHAMBER OF 
C $9,403.00 - CHASTAIN & ASSOCIATES LLC $12,060.00 - CIVIC 
CENTER/MANAGERS ACC $15,000.00 - CITY OF MENDOTA ECO-
NOMIC $11,785.32 - CITY OF MENDOTA/GENERAL F $38,245.58 
- CLEGG-PERKINS ELECTRIC $12,187.31 - LA SALLE COUNTY 
COLLECTOR $27,280.10 - COMCAST BUSINESS $3,414.09 - 
COMCAST $3,756.50 - COMED $132,847.77 - COMPLETE INTE-
GRATION & SV $16,786.50 - TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT REV 
$4,124.67 - COMMUNICATIONS DIRECT INC $2,604.00 - COM-
MERCIAL MECHANICAL SER $5,064.07 - COUNTRY CATERING 
$29,171.26 - CROSS BODY SHOP $4,298.50 - CRS INC $5,403.50 
- DEL MONTE $53,371.54 - DEUCHLER ENGINEERING CORP 
$94,149.13 - STEPHENITCH DO IT BEST HA $8,486.87 - DTN COR-
PORATION $5,376.00 - DYNEGY ENERGY SERVICE $198,429.47 
- ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GROU $2,522.70 - THE ECONOM-
IC DEVELOPMENT $4,070.40 - ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & 
SA $18,630.00 - CHRIS ELLER INVESTMENTS $7,000.00 - EN-
VIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS RES $2,899.99 - CONSTELLATION 
NEW ENERGY $18,171.32 - FEHR GRAHAM $6,200.00 - FICEK 
ELECTRIC & COMMUNIC $2,998.76 - FIRE CAM $4,320.00 - FLEX 
COURT ATHLETICS $31,719.00 - FLOW-TECHNICS $3,125.00 

- FIRE PENSION FUND $186,297.35 - FIRST STATE BANK 
$158,150.00 - G&M DISTRIBUTORS $2,757.45 - G.A. RICH & 
SONS INC $12,557.43 - GENERAL CODE $3,983.35 - GETZ FIRE 
EQUIPMENT $3,885.18 - GLOBAL EMERGENCY PRODUCTS 
$4,785.89 - GRAVES HUME PUBLIC LIBRAR $25,316.94 - FRON-
TIER $21,915.71 - GUILFOYLE LAW FIRM $20,705.55 - H&H 
BUILDERS $30,122.00 - HACH COMPANY $5,525.35 - CORE & 
MAIN LP $2,590.57 - HI-VIZ INC $4,886.55 - HOLLAND AND SONS 
INC $14,556.34 - iFIBER $9,600.00 - ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL 
PR $17,510.00 – ILLINOIS VALLEY CELLULAR $4,577.88 - ILLI-
NOIS MUNICIPAL INSURA $166,236.00 - ILL MUNICIPAL RE-
TIREMENT $161,627.35 - INMAN ELECTRIC CO INC $17,355.87 
- ILLINOIS OFFICE SUPPLY $3,478.15 - ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK 
FUND $145,729.00 - IRS $127,337.83 - ILLINOIS VALLEY COMM 
COLL $53,881.63 - ILLINOIS VALLEY FENCE & P $4,400.00 - IL-
LINOIS VALLEY REGIONAL $135,423.00 - JOHN DEERE FINAN-
CIAL $4,506.14 – KERR DIESEL SERVICE $4,180.00 - KLEIN, 
THORPE, & JENKINS $49,027.47 - LAFARGE WESTERN OF UI 
$7,229.24 - LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP $25,250.00 - LEXIPOL 
LLC $5,559.00 - LOCAL 150 APPRENTICESHIP $4,320.00 - LOCIS 
$4,779.00 - LOU’S SPRING & WELDING SH $2,907.81 - LASALLE 
COUNTY TREASURER $79,772.15 - MENDOTA AREA CHRISTIAN 
FO $2,500.00 - MACQUEEN EMERGENCY $4,442.36 - MARTIN 
EQUIPMENT OF ILLIN $3,821.07 - MAUTINO DIST. CO. INC. 
$2,813.13 - MCLEAN COUNTY ASPHALT CO $9,344.96 - MEN-
DOTA REPORTER $10,627.73 – MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY SERVI 
$2,689.67 - MET LIFE GROUP BENEFITS $30,347.90 - MENDOTA 
GRADE SCHOOL $95,128.47 - MENDOTA TOWNSHIP HIGH SCH 
$314,457.47 - MIDWEST METER INC $17,900.59 - MONA’S CA-
TERING COMPANY $3,967.81 - NORTH CENTRAL IL ECONOMIC 
$19,220.00 - LA SALLE PUBLISHING CO $9,489.90 - NORTHERN 
ILLINOIS AMB. BI $16,969.04 - NICOR GAS $19,125.47 - NITE 
INC. $17,770.00 - O’REILLY AUTO PARTS $2,913.26 - ON SITE 
REPAIR SERVICES I $6,641.70 - OSF OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 
$4,785.00 - OTTERBACH EXCAVATING $109,834.71 – PEERLESS 
WELL & PUMP $132,087.06 - PHELPS THE UNIFORM PEOPLE 
$7,914.38 - JOHN POHAR & SONS INC $114,710.00 - POHL’S 
OFFICE SUPPLY $9,349.17 - U.S. POSTMASTER $19,108.09 - 
POLICE PENSION FUND $571,378.51 - PRESCOTT BROTHERS 
$48,338.18 - PUTNAM COUNTY PAINTING $9,600.00 - MENDOTA 
FORD INC $32,550.76 - R.P. LUMBER COMPANY INC $3,009.27 
- RAY O’HERRON CO. INC $15,211.98 - REPUBLIC SERVICES 
$488,412.51 -THE RIGHT SPICE $18,051.35 - ROSE CONCRETE 
$6,000.00 - SCHMIDT, INC $2,859.70 - SHERWIN WILLIAMS CO 
$3,701.70 - STONE JUG BBQ $11,516.64 - J.L. SLOAN ELECTRIC 
$6,534.68 - SMB DATA NETWORKS INC $38,983.30 - SMITH ECO-
LOGICAL SYSTEMS $12,420.85 – SOLENIS $7,956.00 - STETSON 
BUILDING PRODUCTS $4,365.76 - STILES, INC. $54,118.13 - 
STRYKER SALES CORP $2,995.04 - SULLIVAN FOODS $3,874.22 
- SYNDEO NETWORKS, INC. $3,093.36 - TEST INC $17,217.87 
- JACOB & KLEIN, LTD $37,284.09 - CITY OF MENDOTA TIF 
$329,215.25 – MOORE TIRE $11,811.67 - MENDOTA TOWNSHIP 
$3,000.00 - TRIPLE SERVICE INC $7,000.00 - U.S. FOOD SER-
VICE-STREATO $9,417.59 – UNIVERSAL ASPHALT & EXCAV 
$244,761.00 - UTILITY EQUIPMENT COMPANY $21,599.40 - UNI-
VAR CHICAGO PPS $3,009.60 - USA BLUE BOOK $18,119.16 – 
VISA $22,727.05 - VISA $32,287.91 - VISION SERVICE PLAN (IL) 
$5,391.05 - WALTER BROS., INC $16,049.62 - WESTCLOX STU-
DIO INC $3,250.00 - WESTERN SAND & GRAVEL $39,268.95 - 
WIXOM FARMS $2,925.16 - WTH TECHNOLOGIES INC $5,337.65 
- All other Disbursements Less Than (2500) $208,722.06 - TOTAL 
VENDORS: $7,012,837.60 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF CONDITION
  (01)  (02)  (03)  TRIDENT  (08)
  GENERAL  2%  STATE  TASK  FIRE
  FUND  FIRE FUND  DRUG FUND  FORCE  DEPT FUND
Beg. Fund Balance  $1,035,214.05 $15,945.42  $32,981.06  $1,177,250.03  $70,636.12
Revenues  $5,852,609.27  $13,938.09  $7,723.27  $1,930,738.80  $36,394.95
Expenditures  $5,877,117.67  $7,149.24  $3,790.00  $2,191,346.10  $65,348.05
Other Fin. Sources  $60,431.42  $.00  $.00  $.00  $.00
Other Fin. Uses  $.00  $.00  $.00  $.00  $.00
Ending Fund Balance $798,181.72  $22,734.27  $36,914.33  $919,862.73  $41,683.02
  (09)  (14)  (15) (16)  (17)
  POLICE  DUI  MOTOR I.M.R.F. MEDI.SOC.
  DEPT FUND  FUND  FUEL TAX FUND SEC. FUND
Beg. Fund Balance  $9,047.61  $28,405.09  $405,501.25 $355,904.47 $420,921.83
Revenues  $.00  $5,690.29  $273,575.42 $76,712.64 $69,789.57
Expenditures  $1,364.11  $8,607.93  $260,701.58 $81,217.75 $89,683.63
Other Fin. Sources $.00  $.00  $.00 $.00 $.00
Other Fin. Uses  $.00  $.00  $.00 $.00 $.00
Ending Fund Balance $7,683.50  $25,487.45  $418,375.09 $351,399.36 $401,027.77
 (20)  (26)  (27)  (28)  (29) 
  TIF  TIF TIF TIF  TIF
  DIST. I  DIST. VI DIST VIII DIST VII 2017A
Beg. Fund Balance  $689,410.63  $585,885.77  $464,985.14  $3,216.45  $26,779.03CR 
Revenues  $1,098,315.17  $342,902.53  $208,918.75  $6.29  $121.18
Expenditures  $537,765.04  $81,511.59  $18,472.89  $.00  $.00 
Other Fin. Sources $729,273.16  $.00  $.00  $.00  $.00 
Other Fin. Uses  $466,460.42  $74,555.65  $.00  $.00  $4.35 
Ending Fund Balance $1,386,237.52  $772,721.06  $655,431.00  $3,222.74  $31,190.01CR
  (30)  (44) (51) (52)
 TIF  COUNTY  BOND WATER SEWER
  2017B  VEHICLE  FUND FUND FUND
Beg. Fund Balance  $724,357.87CR $5,933.65  $28,695.24CR  $8,148,197.94  $2,790,588.01
Revenues  $3,046.02  $1,528.26  $148,990.56  $1,455,095.96  $1,434,025.18
Expenditures  $.00  $8,445.01  $146,150.00  $872,133.59  $838,859.38
Other Fin. Sources $.00  $.00  $.00  $.00  $.00 
Other Fin. Uses  $665.56  $.00  $.00  $331,782.00  $476,924.00
Ending Fund Balance $338,612.75CR  $983.10CR  $25,854.68CR  $8,399,378.31  $2,908,829.81
  (54) (68) (71) (72)  (80)
  CIVIC  CAPITAL FIRE POLICE RLF/ED
  CENTER  EQUIPT PENSION PENSION FUND
Beg. Fund Balance $155,733.22CR $511,131.89  $3,249,421.87  $6,730,829.59 $1,910,244.19
Revenues  $243,486.65  $51,628.35  $364,018.06  $959,121.92 $31,405.80
Expenditures  $247,930.33  $59,489.75  $191,290.98  $554,204.00 $.00
Other Fin. Sources $.00  $3,495.90  $76,637.63CR  $87,576.56CR $.00
Other Fin. Uses  $4,787.00  $.00  $.00  $.00 $.00
Ending Fund Balance $164,963.90CR $506,766.39  $3,345,511.32  $7,048,170.95 $1,941,649.99
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit 
as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child 
care service. A 
childcare facility 
that is licensed or 
operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department 
of Children and 
Family Services 
may publish 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 
of the services 
for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify 
the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a 
child in it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

SNOW PLOW Sub 
Contractor With Truck 
Needed in Rochelle 
815-748-3782. (12-09-
20)

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FOR SALE: Yamaha 
Organ, Double 
Keyboards, Numerous 
Sounds and Rhythms, 
Bench and Music 
Books Included. Works 
Fine. 40” Wide and 31” 
High. Asking $99 or 
Reasonable Offer. Can 
be Seen, Played, and 
Picked up in Amboy. 
For More info 815-857-
3564. (11-25-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

FOR SALE: Mixed Jack 
Russell Terrier Puppies 
Call 815-501-2718. 

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1 & 2 - B E D R O O M 
Apartments. Clean, 
Quiet Available Now. 
Some Utilities Included. 
Call For Showing 815-
762-6650 or 815-761-
3968. (12-20-20)

R O C H E L L E : 
Large North Side 
2-BEDROOM. Free 
Heat & Water. No Pets. 
Available Now! 815-
919-9015. (11-29-20) 

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

507 507 
FARM AND FARM FARM AND FARM 
LANDLAND

PASTURE WANTED 
to Rent for 2021 Beef 
Cattle. John Nadig 
Rochelle, 815-748-
3782. (12-09-20)

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3-BEDROOM House. 
No Pets, Country Home 
Near Franklin Grove, 
815-456-2453. (11-29-
20)

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

INFORMATION
Office Hours: 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to start in Wednesday Mendota Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print publications and on 
5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping News • Ashton Gazette 
• Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads and $15.99 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not be responsible 
for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one insertion.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2017 GMC Acadia Denali 
AWD, Maroon ...........$28,900
2016 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, 98K mi.,  
Gray ...........................$13,900
2016 Chevy Equinox AWD 
LT, Siren Red ..............$13,900
2016 Chevy Equinox AWD 
LT, White ....................$13,500

2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x4, Leather, White .$26,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab 
Z71, 4x4, Black ..........$23,500
2014 Chevy 1500 2WD Reg. 
Cab, WT, Red ............$15,900

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir 
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec 
Black .........................$45,900
2020 Chevy Malibu LT 
8K Miles, Red ...........$23,500
2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, 26K Miles 
SIlver .........................$44,900
2019 Buick Encore Preferred 
FWD, 10k mi, White .$20,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, Z71, 4x4, Black .$40,900
2018 Chevy Traverse AWD 
Premier, 54K Miles 
SIlver .........................$30,500
2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD 
20K Miles, Pepperdust ..$22,900
2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD, 
Remote Start, Power Seat,  
Black .................................$19,500
 

2018 Chevy Impala LT 
47K Miles, Blue ........$19,000
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, Nav., 44K Miles 
Silver .........................$18,900
2018 Chevy Equinox Premier 
FWD, 65K Miles 
Cajun Red .................$18,500
2018 Chev Equinox FWD LT 
Sunroof, 62K Miles 
Black .........................$17,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
45K Miles, Tan ..........$16,500
2017 Buick Envision Preferred 
AWD, 21K Miles, 
Black .........................$24,900
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Remote Start, Power Seat, 
White...........................$15,500
2016 Chevy Equinox FWD LT 
43K Miles, Silver .........$15,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

GM Certified, 1-Owner, Dual Sunroof, Heated/Cooled Seats, Leather 
Interior, Much More, White - Also available in black

$45,900   

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir AWD

Well-established contractor 
looking to hire person with 

general carpentry skills who 
works well with others and 
possesses good work ethic. 
Pay established according to 

skill level. Please send resume to 
W.E.C. c/o The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

07
27

20
20

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF  )
Geneva A. Ernat, ) 
Deceased )
Case No. 2020-P-211 

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Geneva A. 
Ernat of Peru, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on November 2, 
2020 to Phillip L. Ernat 
of 120 N. 34th Road, 
Peru, IL 61354 whose 
attorney is Guilfoyle & 
Stevenson, LLP, 1316 
Meriden Street, Mendo-
ta, IL 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, Ottawa, 
IL 61350, or with the 
representative, or both, 
on or before June 1, 
2021.  If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a creditor 
of the decedent, the 
creditor’s claim may 
be filed on or before 
the date stated in the 
notice, if later than the 
date shown above.  Any 
claim not filed within the 
time allowed is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in ten days after it has 
been filed.
No. 1105 (11/25, 12/2, 
12/9 2020)

CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the  )
Estate )
of LAURIE F. WIESE, )
Deceased. )
No. 2020-P-220

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of LAURIE F. WI-
ESE of 2705 St. Vincent 
Avenue, LaSalle, Illinois 
61301.  Letters of Office 
were issued on Novem-
ber 19, 2020  to AU-
DREY SEBBEN, 217 
South Western Avenue, 
Ladd, Illinois 61329, as 
independent executor, 
whose attorneys are 
DOUGLAS B. OLIVE-
RO & ASSOCIATES, 
1615 Fourth Street, 
Peru, Illinois 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, Ottawa, Illinois 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
within six months from 
the date of first publi-
cation of this notice.  If 
claim notice is personal-
ly mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, then claim must 
be filed in the above en-
titled cause within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later.  Any 
claims not filed with-
in the above periods 
are barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 

supervision unless un-
der Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/28-4) any interested 
person terminates inde-
pendent administration 
at any time by mailing 
or delivering a petition 
to terminate to the clerk.  
A copy of a form of a pe-
tition to terminate inde-
pendent administration 
may be obtained from 
the Clerk of the Court at 
the above address.
DOUGLAS B. OLIVE-
RO & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys for Estate
1615 Fourth Street
Peru, Illinois 61354
Telephone:  815/224-
2400
No. 1106 (11/25, 12/2 & 
12/9 2020)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF )
DONNA L. CRAFT, )
Deceased. )
2020 P 00217

CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Donna L Craft, 
of LaSalle County, Illi-
nois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on the 12th 
day of November, 2020 
to Larry R. Hunter and 
Brian R. Craft,  whose 
attorney is Eric B. Deo-
bler of White, Marsh, 
Anderson, Martin, Vick-
ers, Deobler & Goode, 
511 E. Etna Road, Otta-
wa, IL 61350. 
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
Downtown Courthouse, 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350, 
or with the represen-
tative, or both, on or 
before the *25th day of 
May 2021.  If a claim 
notice is mailed or de-
livered personally to a 
creditor of the Dece-
dent, the creditor’s 
claim may be filed on 
or before the date stat-
ed in that notice, if lat-
er than the date shown 
above.  Any claim not 
filed within the time al-
lowed is barred.  
If the claim is filed with 
the Circuit Clerk of the 
Court then E-filing is 
now mandatory for filing 
an estate claim with the 
Circuit Clerk.  To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider.  Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider.  If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit http://
www.illlinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk 
with your local Circuit 
Clerk’s office.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Circuit Clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered to each  represen-
tative to whom letters of 
office have been issued 
and not revoked and to 
the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed and a proof of mail-
ing or delivery filed with 
the Circuit Clerk.
See 755ILCS 5/18-1 for 
details of how to file a 
claim.
No. 1107 (11/25, 12/2 & 
12/9 2020)
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

½ Price Day 1st & 
3rd Saturdays

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265
firststatebank.biz

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-915-4170
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BEAUTY SALON
J.C.’s Headquarters
Hair • Nails • Massage • Tanning
810 Washington St. • 815-538-5171

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290
Fax 815-538-7032  
email: tux_dawg@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations -  
Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road • Sublette 
815-849-5476

RECYCLING  
Buckman Iron & Metal
705 5th St. 
815-539-9563

RESTAURANTS  
Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM, ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-9255 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,  Designated Managing Broker
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL 61367
815-535-6295

Buying? Selling?
Talk to the Local 

Specialists in the Field!
You can count on our team to  

expertly navigate the complexities 
of your real estate transaction and 

protect your best interest.

02182019

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota • (815) 539-3811

1001 3rd St., Mendota
NICE 3 BDR, 2BA, home with attached 2 car garage. 

Remodeled kitchen with granite countertops and stainless 
steel appliances that STAY!  2 remodeled baths-1 ensuite 
with master bedroom!!  Huge dining room with access to 

the backyard. And cozy up this winter with that woodburning 
fireplace and enjoy the spacious and sunny living room too!!  

From our Family To 
Yours, Go Our Sincere 

Best Wishes For A Very 
Happy Thanksgiving  

And A Blessed  
Holiday Season!

Happy Thanksgiving!

From Becky, Rita, Jami and Lori

From: Dick, Joe, 
Melody, Marty, Sharon 

and Ryan

From: Gloria and Sally 
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