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LEE COUNTY — On 
Dec. 24 at approximately 
1:49 a.m., Union-Pacific 
railroad called the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
to report that one of their 
trains derailed. This oc-
curred north of the inter-
section of Rock Island and 
Atkinson Road.  

Union-Pacific initially 
reported that two cars had 
derailed, with no injuries, 
and they were coordinat-
ing a response.  They did 
not request any assistance 
from the sheriff’s office.    

Shortly before 5 a.m., 
Union-Pacific re-con-
tacted the sheriff’s office 

and reported that 29 train 
cars were involved in the 
derailment. Additionally, 
there was spillage of diesel 
fuel, nut oil and sulfuric 
acid, which was contained. 
The EPA was contacted. 
Union Pacific Railroad and 
contractors were on scene 
Dec. 24 for clean up and 

removal of the train cars.  
The Lee County Sher-

iff’s Office did respond 
to the scene, as did the 
Lee County Emergency 
Management Agency and 
the Dixon Rural Fire 
Department. The EMA 
director and Dixon Rural 
Fire Chief remained on the 

scene to monitor clean up 
efforts.

At approximately 10:30 
a.m. Dec. 24, Union Pa-
cific Railroad updated the 
count of the derailment to 
39 train cars. There was no 
evacuation required.

The Illinois EPA was 
also on scene.   

Union Pacific train derails in Lee County

ROCHELLE – The 
City of Rochelle is helping 
residents who discard live 
Christmas tree after the 
holidays.

The City of Rochelle will 
chip Christmas trees left on 
the curb until Jan. 15. For 
those wantin to discard trees 
sooner, they may bring it to 
Atwood Park (behind the 
band shell) at 10th Avenue 
and 20th Street by Jan. 15.

All decorations, tinsel 

and ornaments must be 
removed from trees.

The Christmas tree re-
cycling drop-off program 
is open to all Ogle County 
residents and is sponsored 
by the Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District, 
City of Rochelle and Ogle 
County Solid Waste Man-
agement.

Call Rochelle City Hall 
at 815-562-6161 for more 
information.

City offering tree Christmas tree recycling

Structure a total loss

Firefighters from Rochelle and Ogle-Lee fire departments responded to a 
structure fire in the 100 block of Main Street in Creston Monday morning. 
Upon arrival, firefighters found heavy smoke and flames coming from the 
structure located behind the Hueber Feed LLC facility.

(PHOTOS BY JENNIFER SIMMONS)

BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — Firefighters from Rochelle and Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments worked to extinguish a fire inside a building 
in the 100 block of Main Street in Creston Monday morning.

The building, located on the property of Hueber Feed 
LLC in Creston, was showing heavy smoke and flames upon 
firefighters’ arrival.

According to Rochelle Fire Chief Dave Sawlsville the fire 
appears to have started in a break room area of the building.

“At this time the cause of the fire appears to be electrical 
in nature,” Sawlsville said. “…on the far east end [of the 
building they] insulated it, heated it…there was a refrig-
erator, a sink, a microwave, a coffee maker… It was a nice 
breakroom for the truck drivers.”

There was no gas hook-up to the building, meaning all 
heating was also electrical. 

“An employee of Hueber Feed had been in the breakroom 
and saw a small fire in the southeast corner which he sprayed 
with a fire extinguisher,” Sawlsville said. “He then put the 
extinguisher down and took off and removed a tractor from 
the garage area of the building.”

Other equipment in the building was not able to be sal-
vaged. 

Sawlsville said the building is a complete loss at a cost 
estimate of approximately $80,000.

Crews were called to the scene at approximately 11:30 a.m. 

Look for the sign 
near the road on 
20th Street behind 
the band shell for 
the drop-off for 
Christmas tree 
recycling.
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HONEY BEND, Il-

linois — Looking for a 

job and a future, Ken Potts 

saw little hope in central 

Illinois.
Born and raised in tiny 

Honey Bend, Potts — like 

other teens on the brink 

of manhood — found 

few career opportunities 

as the Great Depression 

continued to squeeze 

America. So, when he 

turned 18, he enlisted 

in the U.S. Navy. The 

move seemed sensible: 

not only did the service 

mean steady work, but 

the United States seemed 

unwilling to poke its nose 

into growing political 

unrest in Europe.

Potts found his naval 

assignment to his liking, 

USS Arizona survivor recalls Pearl Harbor attack

Illinois Press: Important Dates Series

as a coxswain stationed 

aboard the USS Arizona at 

Pearl Harbor, amid sunny 

skies and a picturesque 

ocean.
But, that serenity — as 

well as the Arizona — 

suddenly exploded the 

morning of Dec. 7, 1941. 

The Japanese sneak at-

tack took 2,403 Ameri-

can lives, nearly half of 

them — 1,177 sailors and 

Marines — aboard the 

Arizona, which sunk after 

a cataclysmic bombing.

Amid the greatest loss 

of life ever aboard a U.S. 

warship, just 335 from the 

Arizona survived, includ-

ing Potts. Now 98, he is 

one of only three remain-

ing survivors of the war-

ship. When Potts thinks 

back to the world-shaking 

chaos, confusion and 

clamor — as well as the 

men he helped save and 

the bodies he recovered 

— he remains amazed at 

how the quickly and bru-

tally hellfire rained down 

on that terrible morning.

“It was unbelievable 

how it could happen,” 

Potts says. “It was tur-

moil.”

See HARBOR page 8

In this Dec. 7, 1941, photo, smoke rises from the battleship USS Arizona as it sinks 

during a Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. [AP photo]

Cast your vote
The Kitchen Table in nationwide contest for 

title of Community Cafe of the Year

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Ro-

chelle’s very own pay-

what-you-can style café, 

The Kitchen Table, is 

participating in a nation-

wide competition to be 

recognized as the Com-

munity Café of The Year, 

and they appreciate all the 

votes they can get. 

The contest is being 

held by One World Ev-

erybody Eats, a non-profit 

organization whose main 

goal is to increase food 

security and build com-

munity through the pay-

what-you-can nonprofit 

restaurant model. One 

World Everybody Eats 

holds an annual summit 

each year, offers mentor-

ship for new cafes opening 

if they need it and supports 

nearly 50 independent 

cafes and start-up cafes 

throughout the country 

including The Kitchen 

Table in Rochelle. 

The competition itself 

is between 35 pay-what-

you-can cafes throughout 

the country, but that num-

ber is constantly chang-

ing due to organizations 

signing up and dropping 

out of the competition. 

The winner is based on the 

number of votes that each 

of the organization re-

ceives through the website. 

While this is technically 

a competition, everyone 

involved is fighting for the 

same cause. 

“I don’t really think 

that it is a competition, 

but more of a nice healthy 

challenge. You don’t really 

want to say that one is bet-

ter than the other because 

we are all good in our own 

ways and we all have basi-

cally the same mission,” 

explained Carolyn Brown, 

founder of The Kitchen 

Table. 
Each of the cafes are 

based off the same pay-

what-you-can model, but 

have their own personal 

touches.

While participating in 

this competition will bring 

awareness to The Kitchen 

Table, they are also hoping 

that it will help people un-

derstand that The Kitchen 

Table serves anyone who 

comes through the door 

looking for a meal, no mat-

ter what walk of life they 

come from.

“We are here for ev-

erybody; some people 

think that we are just for 

homeless people and that 

is not true. We are here 

for everybody,” explained 

Brown. “We offer the same 

to everybody, a place where 

anyone can afford to eat a 

meal out.” 

The Kitchen Table 

serves people from sur-

rounding communities as 

well as their home com-

munity of Rochelle. 

Voting

To vote for The Kitchen 

Table and help them on 

their way toward being 

recognized as the Com-

munity Café of The Year, 

go to www.woobox.com/

ztiyt2, select The Kitchen 

Table and provide a first 

and last name and a valid 

email address. Currently, 

the Kitchen Table is in first 

place by approximately 100 

votes, but that number is 

continuously fluctuating. 

See VOTE page 4

“...You don’t really want to say that one is better 

than the other because we are all good in our 

own ways and we all have basically the same 

mission.”

Carolyn Brown

Carolyn Brown (far right) along with several volunteers work Tuesday afternoon 

to prepare Tuesday’s dinner.

Another great reason to come to Kish.

We work with

robots!

R E A S O N  N O . 4

Step into

your future

at Kish with

training in

robotics
systems &

electronics!

www.kish.edu/reasons
Find your reason – register today!

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

CRESTON – Thanks 

to a recent visit between 

the village’s building 

inspector and the school 

superintendent, Creston 

Board members learned 

that the Creston School 

is up to code.

During its monthly 

board meeting Tuesday 

night, Village of Creston 

board members spoke 

with the village building 

inspector Casper Man-

heim about his meeting 

with the Creston School 

Superintendent Curt Rhe-

ingans about making sure 

the building is up to code. 

Manheim and Rheingans 

did a walk-through of 

the school and found a 

few things to update, 

such as replacing the old 

exit signs with new ones 

that light up. The school 

already has a new roof 

and will be getting new 

windows, so everything 

including the structure is 

up to date. 

“We were just really 

getting the bones of the 

place into good shape, and 

otherwise I didn’t really 

have to do too much,” 

explained Manheim. 

The building falls un-

der the existing building 

code, so it doesn’t need 

some of the modern ame-

nities such as an elevator. 

See CRESTON page 4

School 

up to 

code

GET TWO GREAT GIFTS 

IN ONE BUY!

You can’t beat this holiday gift deal!

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week 
News-Leader Subscription for 

just 

$99*
 PLUS get a Rotary 

Cash Calendar 

FREE!
($134  total value!)

* Offer expires December 31.2020
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Hospital provides 
community dinner

The Rochelle Community 
Hospital elves were busy 
preparing a community 
holiday dDinner on 
Wednesday, Dec. 23. More 
than 320 total dinners were 
prepared including more 
than 200 complimentary 
dinners of prime rib or 
turkey were given out to 
those in need, seniors and 
patients with another 100 
purchased dinners. 
Recipients drove up to the 
Second Street entrance 
to pick up their orders. 
Pictured are several staff 
members who helped 
(above), dietary staff and 
Marilyn Balch loading 
dinners.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Customized tutoring services 
for PreK to Adult.
• Remote interactive homeschool program
• Very qualified and Experienced team of tutors
• Small group sizes or one on one tutoring offered for all classes.
• Onsite and Remote classes offered.
• SAT/ ACT Prep
• STEM classes for PreK to 5th Grade
• Writing Workshops for Middle and High School
• Job skill Seminars (Resume writing)

Institute of Languages, Mathematics, 
and Sciences (ILMS)

5601 Wansford Ave. • Rockford, IL • (708) 581-8617 
ilmstutor.com • ilmstutoring@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/ilmstutoring

All safety protocols regarding 
COVID-19 will be followed onsite.
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BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/
PHANCOCK@CAPITOLNEWSIL-
LINOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD  – 
The top public health 
official in the United 
States said Tuesday that 
the COVID-19 trends in 
Illinois are improving and 
he urged the public to get 
vaccinated as soon as the 
doses become available 
to them.

“The numbers here in 
Illinois are moving in the 
right direction and we 
have a finish line in sight 
with these two vaccines,” 
U.S. Surgeon General 
Dr. Jerome Adams said 
during a news conference 
in Chicago last week.

Adams was referring 
to the vaccines that were 
recently granted Emer-
gency Use Authorization 
by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration, one 
developed by the drug 
companies Pfizer and 
BioNTech, and another 
by Moderna. The state 
began distributing the 
Pfizer vaccine last week 
and expects to begin ship-
ping the Moderna vaccine 
this week.

The major difference 
between the two vaccines 
is that the Pfizer vaccine 
must be stored at an ul-
tra-low temperature of 
80 below zero, whereas 
the Moderna vaccine can 
be stored at temperatures 
up to 20 below zero. Both 
have been shown to be 94 
to 95 percent effective in 
preventing people from 
developing COVID-19 
symptoms.

But while people are 
waiting for their turn 
to receive the vaccine, 
Adams urged people to 
continue following public 
health guidelines – wear-
ing face masks in public, 
frequently washing hands 
and wiping down surfaces 
and avoiding large gath-
erings.

“We can’t let fatigue let 
us make poor decisions 
this holiday season that 
end up making us back-
track, especially when we 
are so incredibly close 
to getting ourselves and 
everyone else across the 
finish line,” he said.

Adams was in Chicago 
to tour local hospitals 
there as they administered 
vaccinations and to meet 
with the state’s public 
health director, Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike, as well as Chica-
go’s public health direc-
tor, Dr. Alison Arwady, 
to get an update about 
the state’s vaccination 
program.

Adams visited Chica-
go as the state’s overall 
infection rate continued 
to decline.

The Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health 
reported Tuesday that 
6,239 new confirmed 
or probable cases had 
been diagnosed over the 
previous 24 hours out of 
84,764 tests performed. 
That lowered the state’s 
seven-day rolling average 
case positivity rate to 7.4 
percent, marking the third 
consecutive day the num-
ber was below 8 percent.

As of Monday night, 
4,571 Illinoisans were 
reported hospitalized 
with COVID-19, an in-
crease of 111 from the 
day before. Of those 
hospitalized, 981 were 
in intensive care units, 
unchanged from the day 
before, and 557 of those 
ICU patients were on 
ventilators, 11 more than 
on Sunday.

IDPH also reported 

116 additional deaths 
over the previous 24 
hours, bringing the total 
number of fatalities in Il-
linois since the pandemic 
began to 15,414. There 
have now been 911,308 
cases of the disease in the 
state out of more than 12.6 
million tests performed.

Earlier in the day, a 
panel of state lawmakers 
received a briefing on the 
state’s vaccination plan 
where they were told the 
state expects to receive 
enough vaccines by the 
end of the month to vac-
cinate all of its front-line 
health care workers and 
more than a quarter of all 
the residents and staff of 
long-term care facilities.

Those are the popula-
tion groups categorized 
as 1A in the state’s Vac-
cination Planning Guide, 
the first people in line for 
the vaccine.

Andrew Friend, IDPH 
deputy director for the 
Office of Preparedness 
and Response, said that as 
of Saturday, Dec. 19, the 
state had received more 
than 109,000 doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine. That 
included 23,328 doses 
that were shipped directly 
to Chicago and 85,800 for 
the rest of the state.

All of those doses were 
distributed to hospitals, 
either through Regional 
Hospital Coordinating 
Centers or directly to hos-
pitals that have the equip-
ment to store the vaccine 
at ultra-low temperatures. 
Outside of Chicago, they 
were focused in the 50 
counties with the highest 
death rates per-capita 

from COVID-19.
Friend estimated it 

would take four to six 
weeks to vaccinate all 
the 1A individuals who 
agree to get the vaccine. 
The next group, 1B, will 
include people age 75 and 
older and front-line es-
sential workers outside of 
the health care industry.

After that, he said, will 
come group 1C, which in-
cludes people age 65 to 74 
as well as people age 16-
64 who have other health 
issues such as heart or 
lung disease that put them 
at high risk of developing 
serious complications 
from COVID-19.

Friend emphasized, 
however, that the length 
of time it takes to move 
through those groups will 
depend on several factors 
such as how many ship-
ments the state actually 
receives and the “uptake 
rate” – the percentage of 
people within each cate-
gory who elect to get the 
vaccine.

In Chicago, Surgeon 
General Adams acknowl-
edged that many people 
might be skeptical or 
have questions about the 
vaccine, but he encour-
aged people understand 
the facts.

“It is perfectly OK 
to have questions about 
this vaccine,” he said. “I 
want you to ask questions 
about this vaccine. What 
is not OK is to let misin-
formation lead you into 
making a decision which 
is poor for your health 
or for the health of your 
communities.”

Illinois numbers ‘moving in the right 
direction’ according to Surgeon General

Public urged to get vaccine, continue practicing safety measures
“The numbers here in Illinois 
are moving in the right 
direction and we have a finish 
line in sight with these two 
vaccines.”

U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Jerome Adams 

SPRINGFIELD — Ogle County has been issued 
a tentative property assessment equalization factor of 
1.0000, according to David Harris, director of the Illinois 
Department of Revenue.

The property assessment equalization factor, often 
called the “multiplier,” is the method used to achieve 
uniform property assessments among counties, as re-
quired by law. This equalization is particularly important 
because some of the state’s 6,600 local taxing districts 
overlap into two or more counties (e.g. school districts, 
junior college districts, fire protection districts). If there 
were no equalization among counties, substantial in-
equities among taxpayers with comparable properties 
would result.

State law requires property in Illinois to be assessed at 
one-third of its market value. Farm property is assessed 
differently, with farm homesites and dwellings subject 
to regular assessing and equalization procedures, but 
with farmland and farm buildings assessed according 
to standards based on productivity.

The equalization factor is determined annually for 
each county by comparing the sales price of individual 
properties sold over the past three years to the assessed 
value placed on those properties by the county supervisor 
of assessments/county assessor.

If this three-year average level of assessment is one-
third of market value, the equalization factor will be 
one. If the average level of assessment is greater than 
one-third of market value, the equalization factor will 
be less than one. And if the average level of assessment 
is less than one-third of market value, the equalization 
factor will be greater than one.

Assessments in Ogle County are at 33.23 percent 
of market value, based on sales of properties in 2017, 
2018, and 2019.

The equalization factor currently being assigned is 
for 2020 taxes, payable in 2021.

Last year’s equalization factor for the county was 
1.0000.3

The tentative factor is subject to change  if the County 
Board of Review takes actions which significantly affect 
the county assessments or if local officials or others can 
present data showing that the Department of Revenue’s 
estimates of the average level of assessments in the county 
should be adjusted. A public hearing on the tentative 
multiplier will be held between 20 and 30 days after the 
tentative factor is published in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the county.

A change in the equalization factor does not mean 
total property tax bills will increase or decrease. Tax 
bills are determined by local taxing bodies when they 
request money each year to provide services to local 
citizens. If the amount requested by local taxing districts 
is not greater than the amount received in the previous 
year, then total property taxes will not increase even if 
assessments may have increased.

Ogle County tentative 
multiplier announced
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S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

$100 Move-In Bonus*

APARTMENTS 
NOW AVAILABLE!
COUNTRYSIDE 

VILLAGE
907 N. 2nd Street • Rochelle
For Adults 62+ &/or Persons  

with a Disability
On-Site Services Coodinator
Affordable Rent is Based on  

30% of Income

815-562-8487
www.meridiangroupinc.net

* Offer valid thru 12-31-20
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AMBOY — The First 
National Bank in Amboy 
is proud to announce that 
Colleen Henkel will be 
promoted to President as 
of Jan. 1, 2021. 

Henkel has spent her 
40-year banking career at 
The First National Bank 
in Amboy, having served 
in many areas within the 
bank; most recently as 
executive vice president 
and cashier.

Besides her banking 
and family duties, Hen-
kel has been a community 
leader. In addition to 
serving on the board of 
directors for the bank, 
she also serves on the 
KSB Board, the Northern 
Illinois Cancer Treat-
ment Center Board, the 
Community Bankers 
Association of Illinois 
Legislative Committee, 
the Lee County Soil and 
Water District Board, and 
as Finance Chair of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church.

“I am grateful for this 
opportunity,” Henkel 
stated. “The First Nation-
al Bank in Amboy has a 
long tradition of serving 

our local communities 
for all of their banking 
needs. I look forward to 
continuing the values and 
culture we have created. 
We are fortunate to have 
an outstanding team who 
are passionate about 
serving the financial 
needs of individuals and 
businesses in the commu-
nities we serve. We will 
continue to deliver high 
quality financial prod-
ucts and services to our 
customers and I promise 
we will always give you 
our best.” 

The First National 
Bank in Amboy was 
charted in 1934 with 
roots dating back to 
1867, with six locations 
in Lee and Ogle counties. 

Henkel promoted

Henkel

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Department of 
Employment Security announced that it remains 
committed to implementing newly announced federal 
unemployment benefits and relief measures as quickly 
and effectively as possible. 

After nearly a week of delays, President Trump 
signed the omnibus spending bill, H.R. 133, on Sunday, 
December 27. IDES and state unemployment agencies 
nationwide await further U.S. Department of Labor 
(USDOL) guidance to begin supporting claimants 
and are urging federal authorities to not create further 
hardship as a result of the president’s inaction. 

Claimants are encouraged to check the IDES web-
site and social media platforms for additional updates. 
The Department will share additional information as 
soon as it becomes available. Included in the bill were 
critical extensions to the Pandemic Unemployment As-
sistance (PUA), Pandemic Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation (PEUC), and Extended Benefits (EB) 
programs, which technically expired on December 
26 because of the delay in the presidential signature.  
Because of this delay, IDES and all other state unem-
ployment agencies await guidance on how to move 

forward with continuing to accept and pay benefits 
under these programs.

In addition to guidance surrounding existing federal 
unemployment programs, this new legislation includes 
an option for states to implement the Mixed Earner 
Unemployment Compensation (MEUC) program.  
Illinois and IDES plan to adopt the MEUC program, 
which addresses mixed-income earners who have 
self-employment income but are disqualified from 
receiving PUA because they are eligible to receive 
regular unemployment benefits.  MEUC will mark 
the sixth federal unemployment program IDES has 
stood up this year.

“The Department will do everything in its capacity 
to ensure claimants experience as seamless a transition 
as possible given that this new law contains changes to 
existing programs that all states must now work to im-
plement” said IDES Acting Director Kristin Richards.

From the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, IDES 
has stood up five brand new federal programs in record 
time, alongside numerous changes to existing programs 
to help claimants access benefits. Since March, IDES 
has paid out more than $19 billion in benefits. 

IDES preparing to administer new 
federal COVID-19 relief legislation

State unemployment agencies will require clear, concise guidance 
from USDOL for smooth implementation

BY RAYMON TRONCOSO
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/
RTRONCOSO@CAPITOLNEWS-
ILLINOIS.COM

 
SPRINGFIELD  – 

While the number of 
new COVID-19 cases 
and people hospitalized 
in Illinois continue to 
decline, the state’s coro-
navirus death toll has 
surpassed 16,000.

An additional 105 
deaths were reported 
Monday by the Illinois 
Department of Public 
Health. That brings the 
total COVID-19 deaths 
in Illinois to 16,074 
among 942,362 cases 
and more than 13 million 
test results reported.

The IDPH on Mon-

day reported 4,453 new 
confirmed and probable 
cases of COVID-19 in 
Illinois.

Statewide, the rolling 
seven-day average case 
positivity rate from Dec. 
21 to Dec. 27 was 7.2 
percent. That is three-
tenths of a percentage 
point lower than the 
seven-day average case 
positivity rate reported 
on Dec. 23, the last day 
IDPH released COVID 
data before the holiday 
weekend. That makes 
one week of rates below 
8 percent.

At the end of Sunday, 
there were 4,243 peo-
ple hospitalized with 
COVID-19 in Illinois, 
a decrease of 350 from 

Illinois COVID-19 death toll hits 16,000
IDPH reports 4,453 cases of COVID-19 and 105 additional deaths Monday

Dec. 23.
There were 884 inten-

sive care beds in use by 
COVID-19 patients as of 
Sunday night, a decrease 
of 69 from Dec. 23. That 
left 840, or just over 25 
percent, of ICU beds 
available statewide.

COVID-19 patients 
occupied 515 ventila-
tors, a decrease of 21 
from the Wednesday 
prior to the holiday 
weekend. That left 4,205 
ventilators, or 73.7 per-
cent of all ventilators, 
available for use across 
the state.

More than 112,000 
doses of COVID-19 
vaccines have been ad-
ministered in Illinois 
since the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines were 

approved for emergency 
use earlier this month.

On Sunday, President 
Trump signed a bill 
granting $900 billion in 
COVID-19 aid, which 
includes a direct pay-
ment up to $600 dollars 
to some Americans. The 
bill also includes funds 
for vaccine distribution 
and boosts in weekly 
unemployment benefits.

 
Capitol News Illinois 

is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news service cov-
ering state government 
and distributed to more 
than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation.

ROCHELLE – Rochelle United Methodist Church 
will host a blood drive with Rock River Valley Blood 
Center from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Jan. 7 at Hicks 
Hall. 

Donors can make appointments online at rrvbc.org or 
by calling 815-965-8751. Walk-ins are also welcome.

The blood center needs to see 700 donors per week 
as the only provider of blood products and services to 
10 regional hospitals in Illinois and Wisconsin. 

If you’re a first-time donor, please bring a photo 
ID. You can donate whole blood every 56 days. The 
process is safe and simple, and one unit can save up 
to three lives.

Church hosting 
blood drive Jan. 7

Read and 
Recycle
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LOCAL NEWS

Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Rochelle Police, the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department 
and the Illinois State Police, will be 
printed without exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
will not be considered or honored at 
any time.

Report policy

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Davis Family  
Health LLC
1212 Currency Court 

Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500
Appointments Available  

Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
Most insurances accepted.

12
02

20
20

Always Welcoming 
New Patients!

We Fix Boo Boos

HOURS: Open Daily

Sun-Th 11:30-9:30pm
Fri-Sat 11:30-10pm

2290 Oakland Drive, Sycamore
815-758-8222

www.olliessycamore.com

Stop by for a tasty family outing!

Flavors: Vanilla or Chocolate
or our Flavor of the Day

• Milk Shakes

• Malts

• Sodas

• Arctic Blast

• Black Cow

• Slushies

• Specialty Sundaes

Ollie’s
Frozen Custard

Call to order specialty pies for birthdays,
anniversaries or any other occasion! (24 Hour Notice)

HOURS: Open Daily
Sun.-Thurs. 11:30-9:00pm

Fri.-Sat. 11:30-10pm

07012020

NOW 

SERVING

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

12022020

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level    Reduce appetite 

We Accept Most Insurances and Patients Without Insurance

Open 6am-9pmOpen 6am-9pm
Dine In & Carry our AvailableDine In & Carry our Available

Come Check Out Our Daily  
Drink Specials and Gaming!

GrubsteakersGrubsteakers

RT. 251 & 64 - Kings, IL
815-562-3430
Carryout Available 11042020

361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

   Hub City
361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
Jennie McLaughlin

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

GOOD LUCK HUBS!
It would be my pleasure to help 

you with all your real estate 
needs, whether buying or selling.

Give me a call with any  
questions you may have.

FBB2017

Jennie McLaughlin, 
Broker

(815) 561-9488
jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com

www.jenzhomes.com

Norm McLaughlin, 
Broker

815-901-2005
Normanmc123@yahoo.com

Independently owned & operated.

10
07

20
20

We are now located at

136 May Mart Drive
Same Great Service at a New Location!

ROCHELLE | 1233 N. CARON RD. | 815.562.5000
ORDER ONLINE @ MYROSATIS.COM/ROCHELLE.COM

11042020

Party Package
Feeds 20-25 Guests

• 4 lbs Italian Beef w/ Italian Bread
• Full Tray Penne Pasta

• 30 Pc of Chicken
• 24 Garlic Bread Pieces

Add Full Tray of Salad for only $25
Served with Sweet Peppers & Rosati’s 

own Hot Giardiniera
Offer valid at Rosati’s of Rochelle only. Must mention coupon when 

ordering & present it during picup or delivery. Not valid with any other 
offers/coupon. Exp 9/30/20.

$119
RESERVE 

YOUR 

PACKAGE 

TODAY!

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

SPRINGFIELD — 
Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White is alerting 
the automobile industry, 
along with private party 
vehicle sellers, of a new 
federal odometer disclo-
sure rule that increases the 
amount of time odometer 
readings must be declared 
at the time of a vehicle 
sale. The new federal rule 
takes effect Jan. 1, 2021.

The new federal rule, 
which was issued by the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, is 
intended to help combat 
odometer fraud as the 
nation’s fleet of vehicles 
ages. The average age of 
a vehicle in the United 
States is now almost 12 
years, up from 7.6 years 
when the odometer rules 
were last changed in 1988. 

Under this new fed-
eral rule, vehicles made 
in 2011 and newer will 
be subject to odometer 
disclosure for 20 years 
rather than the current 

10 years. Under the old 
rule, a 2011 vehicle would 
have become exempt 
from disclosure in 2021. 
Beginning Jan. 1, the 
odometer reading must be 
disclosed at the sale of a 
2011 vehicle until 2031. 
For example, 2012 vehi-
cles will become exempt 
in 2032, and so on.

The immediate impact 
is that 2011 vehicles will 
not become odometer 
exempt on Jan. 1, 2021, 
as they would have un-
der the old rule. The new 
rule applies even if the 
existing title says “Ex-
empt - Model year over 
9 years old.” This applies 
to automobile dealers 
and private party vehicle 
sellers.

Guidelines
Simple guidelines to 

help ensure compliance 
include:

If the vehicle is a 2011 
model or newer, the seller 
must enter the current 

mileage in the Odometer 
Reading section of the 
title upon sale of the 
vehicle.

If the vehicle is a 2010 
model or older, the seller 
may check the “Exempt” 
box on the title.

Due to the new feder-
al rule, the Secretary of 
State Vehicle Services 
Department must reject 
paperwork for sales of 
vehicles 2011 or new-
er unless the odometer 
disclosure is completed. 
The Vehicles Services 
Department is unable to 
accept an Application for 
Duplicate Title and Bill 
of Sale or a non-secure 
Power of Attorney on 
these vehicles.

For used vehicle deal-
ers and other businesses 
in the automobile in-
dustry, the new federal 
rule means they will be 
required to disclose the 
odometer reading on a 
greater number of vehi-
cles.

New federal rule changes 
odometer discloser requirements

On Dec. 24, the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
investigated a trespassing 
complaint in rural Oregon. 
As a result, John Kerr, 61, 
of Oregon, was arrested 
for trespassing on property 
on his dirt bike. Kerr was 

transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he 
was processed and then 
released with a future 
court date.

On Dec. 27 at 12:59 
a.m., deputies conducted 
a traffic stop at Illinois 

Route 2 and Margaret 
Fuller Drive. After a short 
investigation deputies 
arrested Kord Oltmanns, 
22, of Byron, for DUI. 
Oltmanns was transported 
to the Ogle Co Jail and held 
in lieu of bond.

Man arrested for trespassing

On Dec. 19 at 2:11 a.m., Rochelle 
police arrested Terra Beckman, 21, of 
Monroe Center, for disobeying a traffic 
control device, DUI, DUI over 0.08 and 
improper lane use. She posted an I-bond 
and was given a Jan. 29 court date.

On Dec. 19 at 7:02 p.m., Rochelle 
police arrested a 17-year-old male, of 
DeKalb, for failure to dim headlights, 
operating an uninsured vehicle, illegal 
transportation of alcohol, possession of 
cannabis and possession of cannabis as a 
minor. He posted an I-bond and received 
a Jan. 6 court date.

On Dec. 20 at 1:51 a.m., Rochelle 
police cited Jacob Hoskins, 26, of Ro-
chelle, for no lights when required. He 
posted a promise to comply.

On Dec. 20 at 11:41 p.m., Rochelle 
police arrested Francisco Gonzales III, 
40, of Rochelle, for DUI, speeding 38 
m.p.h. in a 20 m.p.h. zone, disobeying a 
traffic control device and driving while 
license revoked. He was transported 
to jail.

On Dec. 21 at 11:20 a.m., Rochelle 
police cited Jessica Recinos, 32, of 
Springfield, for failure to move/slow 
down on approach. She posted a prom-
ise to comply and was given a Jan. 29 
court date.

On Dec. 21 at 2:46 p.m., Rochelle 
police cited Juan Penaran-Cacique, 24, 

of Rochelle, for speeding 74 m.p.h. in a 
40 m.p.h. zone. He posted an I-bond and 
was given a Feb. 5 court date.

On Dec. 21 at 4:30 p.m., Rochelle 
police arrested Logan Beaird, 29, of 
Loves Park, for retail theft. He posted an 
I-bond and received a Jan. 22 court date.

On Dec. 21 at 10:17 p.m., Rochelle 
police cited Brayden Bonilla, 18, of 
Rochelle, for speeding 55 m.p.h. in a 
35 m.p.h. zone. He posted a promise to 
comply and received a Feb. 5 court date.

On Dec. 21 at 9:41 p.m., Rochelle 
police cited Luis Valdes-Guido, 32, of 
Rochelle, for no insurance. He posted a 
promise to comply.

On Dec. 22 at 9:16 a.m., Rochelle 
police cited Brent Hanna, 24, of Byron, 
for speeding 57 m.p.h. in a 40 m.p.h. 
zone. He posted a promise to comply.

On Dec. 22 at 8:28 a.m., Rochelle 
police cited Timothy Davis, 57, of 
Rochelle, for failure to reduce speed to 
avoid an accident. He posted a promise 
to comply.

On Dec. 22 at 2:59 p.m., Rochelle 
police cited Leslie Kinne, 52, of Steward, 
for no insurance. She posted a promise 
to comply.

On Dec. 22 at 11:01 a.m., Rochelle 
police cited Daniel Kiesling, 35, of Ore-
gon, for speeding 51 m.p.h. in a 30 m.p.h. 
zone. He posted a promise to comply.

Officers make DUI arrest



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 6WEDNESDAY, DEC. 30, 2020

YOU can call 
it haggling, 
dickering, 

bargaining or whatever 
you want; but negotiat-
ing gives me purpose.

And sadly, it is be-
coming a dying art.

Time and time again 
friends will say they 
don’t feel comfortable 
negotiating a price. 
They just pay what-
ever is being asked. 

A couple of weeks 
ago, I purchased a new 
car and managed to 
get $8,000 knocked 
off the sticker price. 
To me, that’s enough 
money to warrant an 
hour at the negotiating 
table even if you don’t 
particularly like it.

But I love it. 
I was brought up in 

a home where nego-
tiating prices was not 
just an act of frugality 
but an art form, a point 
of pride.

I remember when I 
was a young reporter 
in the Quad-Cities 
with a postage stamp 
yard and a need for a 
lawnmower.

I told my grandfa-
ther to keep an eye out 
for me at yard sales. 
A week later he called 
me up and said he 
found an old manual 
reel mower. The owner 
wanted 50 cents, but 
Grandpa said he talked 
her down to 25.

Yep, that’s my fam-
ily. A price tag is just a 
starting point. 

I’ve bought shoes, 
exercise equipment, 
hardware, a piano and 
clothing using this 
technique.  

More businesses are 
refusing to negotiate. 
That’s ok. Others will. 
Recently, my nephew 
recruited me to help 
him buy a used car. 

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Children should learn the art of haggling
We made an offer at 
the first dealership 
we went to and the 
salesman said, “No.” 
I asked if he would at 
least run the of-
fer by his sales 
manager. Nope. 
How about a 
counter offer? 
Not interested. 

In a rather 
imperious tone 
he told us his 
only job was 
to make sure we were 
“happy.” 

We went to a com-
peting dealer and made 
a purchase for $2,000 
less for a comparable 
model. (I’ll let you in 
on a secret: the sales-
man at the second 
dealership made us a 
whole lot happier than 
the fellow who said 
our “happiness” was 
his only concern.) 

When on vacation, 
I’ll find an area with 

several motels side 
by side and then I’ll 
go from front desk to 
front desk and dicker. 
I often can get more 

than 50 percent 
knocked off the 
room rate doing 
this.

Remember, 
a hotel earns 
nothing off a 
room that sits 
empty. So, 50 
percent of some-

thing is better than 100 
percent of nothing.

My wife, by the 
way, finds this whole 
process unseemly and 
stays in the car while 
I haggle.  Sadly, her 
reaction is not uncom-
mon. 

 “Girls are taught to 
be nice and not to talk 
about money,” said 
Elizabeth Austin, co-
author of “The Good 
Girl’s Guide to Nego-
tiating.” 

“Unfortunately, 
when a woman ne-
gotiates for a higher 
salary, she is more 
likely to be called 
‘pushy.’ When a man 
does it, people will say 
things like, ‘Look at 
how much value he’s 
bringing to the organi-
zation.’”

Girls are also often 
taught not to be con-
frontational and to be 
more empathetic to the 
opposing party, she 
added. 

My father had me 
sit through I don’t 
know how many ses-
sions where he ne-
gotiated the price of 
farm equipment, cars 
or who knows what 
else. I learned through 
observation.

But failure also is a 
good teacher. 

In 2017, I launched, 
Suspect Convictions, 
a major podcast, and 

hired a firm to sell 
advertising  — after I 
negotiated down their 
sales commission.

The result? The 
salesforce devoted 
themselves to selling 
higher commission 
projects and made 
mine a lower priority. 
In hindsight, I believe 
I would have brought 
in much more revenue 
if I had been more 
generous on the front 
end.

The lesson? Drive a 
hard bargain when ne-
gotiating the price of a 
tangible product but if 
it is a service, it helps 
if you put yourself 
in the other person’s 
shoes.

Scott Reeder is a 
veteran statehouse 
journalist and a free-
lance reporter. Scot-
tReeder1965@gmail.
com.
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Jim Coulter was a physical therapist who retired on Wednesday, Dec. 23 from 
Rochelle Community Hospital. He’s been an integral part of the 
rehabilitation staff for approximately five years. Recently, the rehab staff 
treated Coulter to a special lunch and in turn he presented all of the ladies 
with cheetah scarves. RCH will miss the expertise and dedication Coulter 
provided to patients. 

Happy retirement to Jim Coulter

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Dec. 8 - Tonja Greenfield, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 9 - Brenda Mason, Dixon, $25

Dec. 10 - Celia Castillo, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 11 - Tina Fletcher, Westville, Indiana, $25

Dec. 12 - Daisy Russell, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 13 - Cal Jacobs, Rochelle, $50

Dec. 14 - Laurie Borowicz, Sycamore, $25

Dec. 15 - Adlai Schaefer, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 16 - Shelley Haws, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 17 - Sean Saweikis, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 18 - Melissa Folkers, Sterling, $25

Dec. 19 - Judy Schermerhorn, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 20 - Debbie Vrana, Princeton, $50

Dec. 21 - Cindy Harris, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 22 - Debbie Ferguson, DeKalb, $25

Dec. 23 - Julie & Dave Christopherson, Chana, $25

Dec. 24 - Debbie Vrana, Princeton, $25

Dec. 25 - Linda Christell, Rochelle, $1,000

Dec. 26 - Laurie Miller, Davis, $25

Dec. 27 - Jennnifer Herrera, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 28 - Dennis Neal, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 29 - Jeff Glen, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 30 - Verda Crum, Rochelle, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Dec. 31

Jamey & Nicole King
Ruth Allen

Hayleigh Jones
Jan. 1

Dave Jones
David & Jennifer 

Simmons (21)
Jan. 3

Justin Sandoval
Jan. 5

Grace Yates
Alaina Eubankz

Jan. 6
Debbie Bonacquisti

Jan. 7
Elaina Phillips

Gary Phillips
Summer Coffman

Jan. 8
Graciela Perez

Xavier Villalobos
Jan. 9

Cheyenne Pourchot
Jan. 11

Troy Martinez
Kathy Sanders
Christina Jones

Jan. 13
Judy Messer

Jan. 14
Jeannie Boeck

Haley Thompson

Jan. 15
Kami South

Trenton South
Jan. 19

Kevin South
Jan. 20

Noelia Lopez
Harold & Kathy Sanders 

(anniversary)
Hailey Losoya

Jan. 23
Odessa Waters
Michele Perez

Jan. 24
Terry Dodillet
Kelly Arnold

Dec. 31 – (Thursday) – New Year’s Eve Dinner: Good 
Luck cornbread skillet, pork roast, black eyed peas, 
collard greens

*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike 
Road, Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless 
otherwise stated. A kid’s menu is available each serving 

date and includes peanut butter and jelly, corn dog with 
chips or chicken nuggets. Please note that all menus are 
subject to change.  Serving is from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday and Thursday. Sunday brunch is served from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The menu is always available on the 
answering machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit www.
KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu
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of the brain involved with 
learning and memory.

The Harvard Medi-
cal School says aerobic 
exercise may 
help improve 
brain tissue 
by improving 
blood flow 
and reducing 
the chances 
of injury to 
the brain 
from cholesterol buildup 
in blood vessels.

Quit smoking
The Alzheimer’s 

Association indicates that 
evidence shows smoking 
increases the risk of cog-
nitive decline. Smoking 
can impair blood flow to 
the brain and cause small 
strokes that may damage 
blood vessels.

Eat healthy 
foods

Foods that are good for 
the heart and blood ves-
sels also are good for the 
brain. These include fresh 
fruits and vegetables, 
whole grains, fish-based 
proteins, unsaturated 
fats, and foods contain-
ing omega-3 fatty acids. 

Neurologists state that, 
while research on diet 
and cognitive function 
is limited, diets, such as 

Mediterranean 
and Mediter-
ranean-DASH 
(Dietary Ap-
proaches to Stop 
Hypertension), 
may contribute 
to a lower risk 
of cognitive 

issues.

Consume 
caffeine

Caffeine may help 
boost memory perfor-
mance and brain health. A 
Journal of Nutrition study 
found people ages 70 
and older who consumed 
more caffeine scored 
better on tests of mental 
function than those who 
consumed less caffeine. 
Caffeine may help 
improve attention span, 
cognitive function and 
feelings of well-being. In-
formation from Psychol-
ogy Today also indicates 
caffeine may help in the 
storage of dopamine, 
which can reduce feelings 
of depression and anxiety. 

In addition, compounds 
in cocoa and coffee beans 
may improve vascular 
health and help repair cel-
lular damage due to high 
antioxidant levels.

Work the brain
Engaging in mentally 

stimulating activities can 
create new brain connec-
tions and more backup 
circuits, states Dr. Joel 
Salinas, a neurologist at 
Harvard-affiliated Massa-
chusetts General Hos-
pital. Working the brain 
through puzzles, reading 
and participating in social 
situations can stimulate 
the release of brain-de-
rived neurotrophic factor 
(BDNF), a molecule es-
sential for repairing brain 
cells and creating connec-
tions between them.

A good way to com-
bine these lifestyle factors 
is to take an exercise class 
with friends, mixing the 
social, stimulation and 
exercise recommenda-
tions together. Cognitive 
decline can come with 
aging, but through healthy 
habits, people can reduce 
their risk of memory loss 
and dementia.

PRIME TIMES

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENTS AVAILABLE

FEARER NYE 
& CHADWICK

420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL

www.fnclaw.com 12012020

Why buy life 
insurance?

COGNITIVE de-
cline is a condi-
tion that is often 

associated with aging, but 
even middle-aged people 
can experience memory 
loss or cognition issues. 

The Alzheimer’s 
Association says that 
more than five million 
Americans are living 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
and other dementias. 
By 2050, that number 
could rise to as high as 16 
million people. More than 
747,000 Canadians are 
living with Alzheimer’s 
or another dementia, says 
the Canadian Alzheimer’s 
Association. 

Although there is no 
definitive way to pre-
vent dementia, living a 
long, vibrant life may be 
possible by encourag-
ing some healthy habits 
for the brain. It is never 
too late or too early to 
begin health and lifestyle 
changes.

Exercise
Becoming more 

active can improve brain 
volume, reduce risk for 
dementia and improve 
thinking and memo-
ry skills. The journal 
Neurology found that 
older people who vigor-
ously exercise performed 
better on cognitive tests 
than others of the same 
age, placing them at the 
equivalent of 10 years 
younger. Increased blood 
flow that occurs with 
physical activity may help 
generate new neurons in 
the hippocampus, an area 

Seniors can include healthy 
lifestyle habits, such as 
exercise and balanced diets, to 
reduce the risk of dementia 
and other neurological issues.

Brain-healthy habits to embrace

FACING one’s 
mortality and 
the prospect 

of leaving family 
members behind is not 
always easy. Death, 
financial security and 
planning for the future 
are all difficult subjects, 
but planning ahead can 
make matters much 
easier in the long run. 

Life insurance needs 
frequently come up 
when making plans, 
and many people find 
that purchasing a life 
insurance policy is a 
worthwhile investment. 
Life insurance holds 
an important place in 
overall financial plan-
ning. One of the most 
apparent benefits of life 
insurance is that it will 
provide a considerable 
sum of cash upon the 
insured’s death, which 
can be put toward the 
cost of funeral arrange-
ments, housing and 
dependent care. 

Beyond end-of-life 
bills and care, life in-
surance can offer other 
advantages, say the 
experts at Allstate In-
surance Company. Life 
insurance can provide 
a family with a finan-
cial safety net. When a 
beneficiary is named, 
life insurance can serve 
as an inheritance for 
that person or people. 
Heirs may face estate 
taxes after a loved one 
dies, and life insurance 
benefits may help offset 
all or a portion of the 
costs.

There may be ben-
efits to life insurance 
while a person is living 
as well. The life insur-
ance information site 
Term Life 2 Go says 
that, depending on 
the policy, life insur-

ance can be borrowed 
against to pay off debt, 
buy a house or live off 
of dividends from the 
life insurance invest-
ment. This can provide 
a source of supplemen-
tal retirement income. 

Gateway Financial 
advisors say that many 
life insurance plans 
are extremely flexible 
and can be modified as 
needs change. Death 
benefits may be de-
creased if desired, 
and premiums can be 
skipped, reduced or 
increased.

Business owners also 
can use life insurance 
policies to their ad-
vantage. Including life 
insurance with the list 
of other benefits offered 
to prospective employ-
ees can entice top-notch 
candidates. Sole pro-
prietors may use life 
insurance as a business 
continuation plan so 
that insurance proceeds 
can keep the business 
in the black until it is 
sold or a replacement 
owner is found.

Shopping for life in-
surance requires careful 
research and an under-
standing of the products 
available. Consumers 
should have a thorough 
understanding of term 
and whole life policies, 
what premiums will 
cost, what the death 
benefit will pay, and 
if there are any living 
benefits. For example, 
living benefits may 
cover some costs for 
chronically or terminal-
ly ill people.

Working with an ex-
perienced life insurance 
advisor can help people 
navigate the types of 
policies available to 
them.

CHILDREN, 
adolescents and 
young adults 

likely cannot imagine 
a life without modern 
technology. Technology 
may have pervaded every 
part of life in the 21st 
century, but it wasn’t so 
long ago that phones were 
still attached to walls and 
people had to watch their 
favorite shows and films 
exclusively on televisions 
instead of having the 
option to watch them on 
devices like smartphones 
and tablets.

The transition to life 
in the age of technology 
went smoothly for most 
segments of the popu-
lation, but some aging 
adults have had a more 
difficult time making the 
adjustment. That difficulty 
was apparent throughout 

the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, when public health 
agencies like the World 
Health Organization and 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
urged aging adults to limit 
interactions with people 
outside their homes. Such 
recommendations forced 
many seniors to commu-
nicate with their families 
exclusively over the 
phone or via video confer-
encing apps like Zoom.

If seniors have had 
a hard time adapting to 
technology, their families 
can try these strategies to 
make that transition go 
more smoothly.

Go over product 
manuals with seniors. The 
senior caregiving experts 
at Home Care Assistance 
note that older adults 
are less likely to learn 

through experimentation 
than they are by reading 
instructions in the manual. 
When helping seniors 
learn to use new devic-
es, go over the owner’s 
manual with them as you 
set up the device. Mark 
important pages in the 
manual so seniors know 
where to go for quick an-
swers if they experience 
any issues logging in or 
using certain apps.

Look for senior-spe-
cific devices and guide-
books. Seniors make up 
an enormous segment 
of the population, and 
tech companies have 
long since recognized 
that there’s a market for 
products designed specif-
ically for aging men and 
women. When shopping 
for devices for seniors, 
look for those that have 

How to help aging adults 
adapt to technology

been designed to help 
them overcome issues that 
have proven problematic 
for aging adults in the 
past. Devices that feature 
touchscreens with large 
menus, easily accessible 
navigation tools and sim-
plified features can help 
seniors as they learn to 
use new technology.

Be patient. Some 
seniors are excited by the 
prospect of learning to use 
new technology, while 
others may be hesitant. 
Patience is essential when 
working with an aging 
loved one who’s intimi-
dated by technology. Take 
the time to explain apps 
and features and don’t 
take it for granted that 
seniors will know how to 
use a device or recognize 
what a device can do. 

Today’s seniors may 
not have grown up with 
technology at their fin-
gertips, but they can still 
learn to use devices to 
their advantage.  
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

FEARER 
NYE & 

CHADWICK
420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156 
 www.fnclaw.com

RNLSIGS

ROCHSIGS

815-561-0099
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

12292019

Beverage-Lyons
Family Funeral Home & Cremation Services

704 N. 6th Street, Rochelle   815-562-6872

ROCHSIGS

1001 S. Main, Rochelle
562-4141

R
O

C
H

SI
G

S

304 East Highway 38, Rochelle, IL

ROCHSIGS

Highway 
251 North, 
Rochelle

815-562-8792

Don’t start your new 
year with disaster.

These community businesses urge you to 
drive safely and responsibly.

Give us a call - 815-561-4035
ROCHSIGS

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

Loans For All Your Needs
  Auto  

 Home Improvement  
 Vacation 

Jami Hackman & Magan Stevens

ROCHSIGS

Clark Gas Station
Liquor, Beer and Wine
U-Haul, Western Union 
& money order services 
available
1180 N 7th Street, RochelleWe serve a variety of delicious and super healthy meal 

replacement shakes and herbal teas for energy.

R
O

C
H

SI
G

S

310 Lincoln Hwy
Rochelle

815-218-4988

12302020

314 Lincoln Highway • Rochelle, IL314 Lincoln Highway • Rochelle, IL
815-562-4444 • 815-562-4444 • www.rochellerx.comwww.rochellerx.com

We  We  
Deliver!Deliver!

Thanking our customers for their support during 2020 and wishing them a Happy New Year.Thanking our customers for their support during 2020 and wishing them a Happy New Year.

12302020

Thanking our 
patrons for 

their continued 
support 

through 2020 
and wishing 

them a happy 
and safe New 
Year’s Eve.

James E. Supancic Insurance

516 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle
815-562-7552

www.spudinsurance.com

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
Sat. 9am-12 Noon

Call “Spud” for all your insurance needs...James E. “Spud” Supancic
We carry a wide variety of insurance providers including Mexico Insurance

Auto • Home • Life • Health

James E. “Spud”
Supancic

JAMES E.
“SPUD” SUPANCIC

SUPANCIC INSURANCE

33 Years

All lines of insurance: Commercial, 
Home, Auto, Life, Health

License and Title Service
License Renewal Stickers

Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12 noon

516 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle

815-562-7552

www.spudinsurance.org

04
11

20
17

RNLSIGS

Bill’s  
Trading Post

Buy - Sell - Trade
408 4th Ave., Rochelle • 815-562-2627

RN
LS

IG
S
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

OAK CREST
DeKalb Area Retirement Center

Oak Crest is seeking full & part time
CNA Staff - Certified to work in the State of Illinois

Benefits include competitive wages, flexible scheduling, 
time off with pay, Health Insurance/Dental/Vision/Life 

Insurance, 403B Retirement, On Site Gym
Ideal candidates will have a strong interest in geriatric 
nursing, be dedicated to quality care, and motivated to 

become part of our exceptional health care team.
To provide resume, fax to 815-756-6515 or  

E-mail to scox@oakcrestdekalb.org
Equal Opportunity Employer

CNA STAFF - CERTIFIED

12062020

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has three
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH STREET AND 
NORTH 7TH STREET AND 
AVENUES IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 24-25
SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD 

STREETS & AVENUE IN 
BETWEEN
ROUTE 28

SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS 
AVE., LAKE LIDA LANE 

AREA

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

PART-TIME LPN – 
CNA – MA – Wanted 
in Doctor’s Office. 
815-761-2503. Email 
jio8082@hotmail.com 
(01-03-20)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. $65 for Pick-up 
Load. Free Delivery 
Rochelle Area. 815-
751-8719. (12-30-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

MALTA: SPACIOUS 
3 - B E D R O O M . 
Absolutely No-Pets. 
Appliances & Water 
Furnished. $850/Month. 
1 s t / L a s t / S e c u r i t y. 
Shown by Appointment. 
630-365-9215. (01-10-
21)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
S

F2
01

6

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Burdin seeking varsity 
corner role with Hubs

Junior Nate Burdin will be looking to step up in the defensive backfield for the Hub 
varsity football team this coming season.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ALTHOUGH he may have been 
one of the smallest players on the 
football field, Hub cornerback 

Nate Burdin excelled in making tough 
tackles and staying true to the Rochelle 
Township High School football program’s 
defensive scheme. Burdin’s growth and 
maturity will be on display this coming 
season, when he’ll look to step up and earn 
a starting varsity role as a junior.

Burdin took the majority of his reps on 
the scout team this past season, suiting up 
for JV games along with many of the other 
sophomores on the varsity roster. Burdin 
said his sophomore season allowed him to 
learn from the team’s upperclassmen in the 
defensive backfield, further preparing him 
for the opportunity to start at cornerback for 
the Hubs this coming season.

“I felt I learned how to become a var-
sity player from the upperclassmen and I 
matured as a football player,” Burdin said. 
“I’m looking to improve my vision on 
pass plays while covering my receiver. I 
excelled at being in the right position last 
season, but I struggled with getting a good 

line of sight on the football. My goals for 
next season are to fill a corner role on the 
varsity team and increase my number of 
tackles per game. As a team, my goals for us 
are to make the playoffs and get revenge on 
LaSalle-Peru, who I thought we should’ve 
beaten last year.”

With junior and senior cornerbacks in 
front of him on the varsity depth chart, 
Burdin said his sophomore season provided 
him an opportunity to learn the playbook 
and stay prepared if a teammate went down. 
While most athletic activities are currently 
paused due to COVID-19, Burdin made 
strong impressions on defense over the 
offseason, making tough plays in perimeter 
run-pass situations and sticking to his reads 
during summer workouts. 

“What I enjoy most about the sport are 
the intensity on every snap, the joy of seeing 
a win on the scoreboard after a hard-fought 
game and the brotherhood we build through 
the tough summer workouts and the wins 
and losses during the season,” said Burdin, 
who started playing flag football at age 4 
and tackle football at age 7. “I see myself 
filling the role of a starting cornerback this 
coming season and I molded myself into this 
role during practice this summer.”
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SPORTS COVERING THE CORNER 
 
RTHS defensive back Nate Burdin is ready 
to step up for the varsity football team. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Girls Bowling
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Bringing the energy
Passion motivating Lady Hub senior Porter on the lanes

Senior Kiya Porter is looking to bring passion and energy to the Lady Hub bowling team this coming season. 
Porter has grown to love the sport since trying out for the program as a sophomore.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

THERE’S a dis-
tinct sound that 
Lady Hub senior 

Kiya Porter hears when 
she rolls her bowling ball 
down the lanes and knocks 
over all 10 pins standing 
in her way. That sound and 
the satisfaction that comes 
with throwing a strike 
are two things Porter en-
joys most about the sport 
since she decided to take 
up bowling at Rochelle 
Township High School 
during her sophomore 
year.

Porter immediately 
found herself competing 
with the varsity team, uti-
lizing her high ball speed 
and straight-line approach 
to the pocket to become 
a leading contributor for 
the Lady Hubs. Porter 
invested in her own equip-
ment as a sophomore, and 
the result was her average 
improving from double-
digit scores to triple-digit 
performances on a regular 
basis.

“I feel that I’ve per-
formed with a lot of heart,” 
Porter said. “No matter 
how long a tournament 
may seem, I’ve always 
ended the day with the 
same energy that I started 
with. I’ve always been able 
to follow my coach’s in-

structions and I’ve always 
been flexible to change my 
approach. This coming 
season, I’m looking to 
improve my consistency 
in picking up spares.”

Porter started her junior 
season strong, rolling 
high scores including a 
173 against Kaneland 
and totaling Rochelle’s 
best individual series at 
the LaSalle-Peru Cavalier 
Classic. Porter, who was 
the varsity team’s second-
highest scoring player in 
the IHSA Dixon Regional 
this past season, will be a 
key returning bowler for 
the Lady Hubs under new 
head coach Eric Widick. 
Widick replaces former 
coach Joey Johanning, 
who coached Porter over 
her first two seasons.

“My biggest goal for 
my senior season is to have 
fun,” Porter said. “I’ve 
always been passionate 
about the atmosphere of 
the sport. I learned how 
to love the sport under 
coach Johanning and he 
taught us how to control 
our emotions on the lanes. 
Coach Johanning focused 
on preparing us for our 
future and I’m hoping that 
coach Widick has the same 
amount of heart and ap-
preciation for the sport that 
I do. I’m looking forward 
to his fresh perspective of 
our team.”

RTHS Wrestling

Brown building on first season with Hubs
Battle-tested sophomore looking to lead incoming freshmen

Sophomore Wesley Brown looks to finish off his opponent during the Interstate 8 Conference Championships this past season. Brown saw 
action with both the varsity and JV wrestling teams during his freshman year.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

WE S L E Y 
Brown hadn’t 
wrestled for 

quite some time before he 
decided to compete for the 
Rochelle Township High 
School team during his 
freshman year. Brown im-
mediately made a positive 
impact on the program, 
earning a first-place medal 
from the Rockford East 
Freshman Invitational and 
becoming a spot starter at 
126 pounds for the varsity 
lineup.

Brown will be among 
multiple lower-weight 
grapplers vying for varsity 
matches when the Hubs 
return to action this com-
ing year. Brown recorded 
a top-4 finish at the JV 
level during the Interstate 
8 Conference Champion-
ships and was one of several 
underclassmen who battled 
in the IWCOA Fresh-Soph 
Rochelle Regional earlier 
this year. Now a sopho-
more, Brown said one of 

his goals for next season 
will be to become a leader 
for the incoming freshmen.

“I felt that my role was to 
do the best I could and help 
the team wherever I could,” 
Brown said. “I want to be 

a leader for the new fresh-
man. I enjoyed competing 
at the different schools we 
traveled to and I thought I 
wrestled well considering it 
was my first time wrestling 
in years.”

Brown saw limited var-
sity bouts as a freshman, 
receiving a forfeit victory 
during Rochelle’s trian-
gular meet at Sterling and 
wrestling an extremely 
close match when the Hubs 

faced the Kaneland Knights, 
ultimately conceding a 5-4 
decision at 126 pounds. 
Brown, who first tried wres-
tling in sixth grade, could be 
a significant contributor this 
coming season.

“When I first tried wres-
tling in sixth grade, I really 
enjoyed it,” Brown said. “I 
think I can improve a lot of 
my techniques. I thought I 
was a good sport last year, 
whether I won or lost.”


