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Join Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows and Santa on the 
City of Rochelle Facebook live Thursday, Dec. 3 at 5:30 
p.m. as they light the Community Tree and announce 
this year’s Community Gratitude Award recipient.  The 
award honors an individual or group that has gone 
above and beyond to serve Rochelle in the past year. 
Above, City of Rochelle employees decorate the tree 
outside of Rochelle City Hall on Tuesday morning.  Also 
on Dec. 3, the Downtown Rochelle merchants kick 
off their Christmas Cash promotion.  Every visitor to 
participating stores will receive an entry and for every 
$25 spent, shoppers will receive an additional entry.  On 
Dec. 6 and 13 winners will be drawn to receive a $100 
cash prize and on Saturday, Dec. 19, three winners will 
be drawn with cash prizes of $100, $125 and $425. See 
page 8 for more information on events planned for 
Friday, Dec. 4.

ROCHELLE — Monday marked 
the start of a temporary move to all 
remote learning for students in the 
Rochelle elementary and high school 
districts. Rochelle schools currently 
plan to resume in-person learning 
when the eight-week pause concludes 
on Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021. 

Rochelle schools will continue 
to provide food for students during 
remote learning. Distributions will be 
on Mondays and Thursdays from 11-1 
p.m. and 3-5 p.m. in the east parking 
lot at Rochelle Middle School. 

Public WiFi
Rochelle district students will have 

public access to WiFi at the following 
locations: Downtown Rochelle (Main 
Street parking lot at Fifth Avenue, 
network name is COR-free, con-
nect with splash page). Esmond and 
Lindenwood (Lynn-Scott-Rock Fire 
Station, 15940 E. Lindenwood Road, 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m.). Flagg-Rochelle 
Public Library (hotspot in parking 
spaces between library and city hall, 
no password required). Kings (call 
Kings School at 
815-562-7191). 
Rochelle Middle 
School (WiFi in 
four corners of the 
building, username 
is D231guest and 
password is el-
earner). Rochelle 
Township High 
School (north end 
of the student park-
ing lot. Chromebooks will automati-
cally connect). Steward (Steward Fire 
Station, 311 Main St., 6 a.m. to 10 
p.m., no password necessary). Creston 
(Creston School parking lot, call 815-
384-3920 for password).

Mobile WiFi
Rochelle district students will also 

have access to mobile WiFi shared 
from district busses during the remote 
learning period. The WiFi password is 
smartbus. The mobile WiFi connec-
tions will be available at the following 
locations during the week: Shangri La 
park area (Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday from 8-11 a.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday from 12-3 p.m.), Treatment 
Plant Road at old car wash (Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 12-3 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday from 8-11 
a.m.), Spring Lake Marina parking lot 
(Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 
8-11 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday from 
12-3 p.m.), St. Patrick Church west 
parking lot (Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 12-3 p.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday from 8-11 a.m.).

Memorial Park parking lot (Monday 
and Friday from 8-11 a.m. Wednesday 
from 12-3 p.m.), VFW Park parking 

lot (Monday and 
Friday from 12-3 
p.m. Tuesday from 
8-11 a.m.), Con-
nolly Park area on 
Gary Street (Tues-
day and Thursday 
from 12-3 p.m. 
Wednesday from 
8-11 a.m.).

Rolling Green 
front entrance (Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 8-11 a.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday from 12-3 p.m.), Carrie 
Avenue Apartments (Monday from 
12-3 p.m. Thursday from 8-11 a.m.), 
Aldi parking lot (Tuesday from 8-11 
a.m. Wednesday and Friday from 
12-3 p.m.).

Kings School parking lot (Monday 
from 8-11 a.m. Wednesday and Fri-
day from 12-3 p.m.), Eswood School 
parking lot (Monday from 12-3 p.m. 
Friday from 8-11 a.m.), Hillcrest Park 
on Scott Avenue (Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 8-11 a.m.), Short 
Court cul-de-sac area (Tuesday and 
Thursday from 12-3 p.m.).

Food, WiFi available 
for Rochelle students

(NEWS-LEADER STAFF PHOTO)

Holiday preparation

Remote learning taking place 
until Jan. 19, 2021

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Area Community 
Foundation announced 
Tuesday the award of 
$30,050 in Coronavirus 
Response Fund Grants to 
nonprofit organizations 
serving the needs of people 
in the local area.

Thanks to the generos-
ity of donors, the Rochelle 
Area Community Founda-
tion will distribute funds to 
aid local nonprofit organi-
zations in their service to 
the community related to 
COVID-19.  In this third 

round of grant making, sev-
en organizations applied to 
the Coronavirus Response 
Fund and each application 
was funded in full. 

Grant Awards
The Rochelle Christian 

Food Pantry: $6,600 to 
make necessary improve-
ments for safe and effective 
food distribution in winter 
months, and additional 
funds to purchase food 
through the Northern Il-
linois Food Bank. 

The Kitchen Table Com-

munity Kitchen: $5,000 to 
purchase food and con-
tainers to assist them in 
continuing to provide hot, 
nutritious meals. 

The Northern Illinois 
Food Bank: $4,100 to host 
two mobile food pantries in 
the Rochelle area. 

Farmworkers and Land-
scapers Advocacy Project 
(FLAP): $8,000 to provide 
resources for the needs of 
very low income Latinx 
populations in the Ro-
chelle area. 

Pegasus Special Riders: 

$3,500 to replace income 
lost due to cancelled fun-
draisers, allowing the 
therapeutic horseback rid-

ing program to continue in 
the coming year. 

See GRANTS page 2

Foundation awards $30,050
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Getting sick never comes at a good time. Rochelle 

Community Hospital offers Convenient Care that works for 

you with our extended Convenient Care hours and “Save My 

Place” online scheduling. Simply reserve a place in line using 

your computer, tablet or smart phone before you arrive and 

check in at the Convenient Care kiosk when you get here. 

We’ll have you on your way and feeling better in no time. 

The right care, right here in Rochelle.

Getting Sick Isn’t Convenient; 
Accessing Care Should Be

Your Local Healthcare Resource.

Convenient Care Hours:
Monday-Friday 
11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Saturday 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Holidays

No appointment necessary!  
Walk in or use “Save My Place”  
online at rochellehospital.com.

RCH COVID-19 TRIAGE LINE  
If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, please call  
to be screened to determine what testing is right for you.

CALL 815-561-8829
Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

CALL 815-561-3100
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

ROCHELLE — The 
Foundation for Focus 
House and Community 
Programming will be hold-
ing a Recipe Book Fund-
raiser to generate money 
for Focus House youth and 
programs.

Recipe books are $10 
each and they can be 
purchased by contacting 
Jeni Hardin at jhardin@
oglecounty.org or calling 
815-562-5881. Payments 
can be made in person or 
online through PayPal at 
https://www.paypal.com/
paypalme/FoundationFo-
cusHouse. 

Hardin said there will be 
no deadline for sales and 
the foundation hopes to 
keep the fundraiser running 
through the holiday season. 
Hardin also said those who 
purchase recipe books can 
either pick them up or have 
them delivered for an added 
shipping charge.

Focus House is a shelter 
care facility that has been 
operating in Ogle County 
since 1975. The facility 

serves primarily in-county 
youth that need residential 
treatment, but over the 
years, Focus House has also 
taken out-of-county youth 
as well. 

Focus House treats Ogle 
County youth that are in-
volved in the justice system, 
not just residentially, but 
also through outpatient 
mental health services and 
alternative programming 
for kids that are suspended 
from school.

Hardin would like to 
thank Jennie McLaughlin 
at ReMax for sponsoring 
the recipe book fundraiser 
and making it possible for 
Focus House to have no 
upfront costs.

The fundraiser will help 
make up for donations 
and funds lost after the 
foundation was forced to 
cancel its Spaghetti Sup-
per and Car Show due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Recipes were submitted 
from Focus House staff 
members and the local com-
munity through Facebook. 

Recipe books 
still available

Recipe books 
are $10 each 
and they can 
be purchased 
by contacting 
Jeni Hardin 
at jhardin@
oglecounty.
org or calling 
815-562-5881. 
Payments 
can be made 
in person or 
online through 
PayPal at 
https://www.
paypal.com/
paypalme/
Foundation
FocusHouse. 

From page 1

Girl Scouts of Northern 
Illinois: $1,100 to support 
virtual programing for 
girls grades kindergarten 
through 12 in order to 
develop a strong sense of 
self, positive values and to 
seek challenges. 

Creston Booster Club: 

$1,750 to replace lost 
income from fundraisers 
that could not occur. The 
grant will provide utility 
payment assistance for the 
Creston Opera House.

The RACF Coronavi-
rus Response Fund grant 
application will remain 
open as long as funds are 
available and the need 

for relief continues. The 
Rochelle Area Community 
Foundation supports the 
needs of nonprofit orga-
nizations serving the local 
community. 

The Foundation does 
not make grants to in-
dividuals or for-profit 
businesses but encourages 
the community to seek 

resources available to 
them through the nonprofit 
organizations which the 
Foundation funds. 

A complete list of local 
COVID-19 resources is 
available on both the City 
of Rochelle’s website 
at cityofrochelle.net and 
the foundation’s website: 
http://rochellefounda-

tion.org/coronavirus-re-
sponse-fund.

The Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) public char-
ity whose mission is to 
improve the community 
through charitable giv-
ing, encourage a spirit 
of philanthropy, develop 
collaborative partnerships 

and enhance the quality 
of life of the community.  
Our work is only possible 
through the generosity of 
others.

For more information 
contact Kim Montgomery, 
executive director at 815-
561-3600 or by email at 
kim@rochellefoundation.
org. 

GRANTS: Seven groups awarded funds

Dave Tess, Russ Crull and Eric Arnquist of Tess, Crull & Arnquist made a surprise visit 
to the Rochelle Food Pantry on Tuesday, Nov. 24. After Tess thanked the more than 
15 volunteers for their hard work and compassion in rain and snow, Arnquist and 
Crull gave each volunteer a From the Heart Calendar. “We wanted to thank those 
volunteers working behind the scenes organizing, packing boxes, and carrying 
them to the cars in the rain and at the same time help Rotary after the From the 

Heart dinner had to be cancelled,” Crull said. Dave Eckhardt, chairman of the From 
the Heart fundraiser, said that a lot of business people and groups have stepped up 
the sales effort of the calendars to donate them to other volunteers and essential 
workers in the community. Calendars are still available through Rochelle Rotary 
Club members, at First State Bank in Rochelle, Hope Chest in Rochelle, Merlins in 
Oregon, Shining Star in Dixon or online at fromtheheartrochelle.org.

Special thanks
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NORTHERN ILLI-
NOIS — In these chang-
ing times, Girl Scouts of-
fers girls a unique chance 
to be part of something 
larger than themselves. 
The organization gives 
girls the opportunity to ex-
perience friendships both 
in-person and virtually, 
make memories, and build 
skills to be leaders in their 
own lives and communi-
ties. Girl Scouts is perhaps 
best known for the Girl 
Scout Cookie Program 
which empowers millions 
of girls across the country 
to become entrepreneurial 
small business owners. 

This year, Girl of 

Northern Illinois is of-
fering a recruitment drive 
right ahead of the cookie 
program, so girls who 
join now will be able to 
take part in the largest 
girl-led business in the 
world! Through the cook-
ie program, girls learn the 
five skills of goal setting, 

decision making, money 
management, business 
ethics, and people skills. 
The 2020–21 Girl Scout 
Cookie Program begins 
online on Dec. 14. 

Due to recent health 
and safety guidelines, 
GSNI is using technology 
to provide girls with the 

necessary benefits of the 
Girl Scout Leadership 
Experience. Interested 
families can check out 
the Girl Scout program 
during Girl Scout Snap-
Shots—20-minute virtual 
activities for girls in Kin-
dergarten and grades 1–3 
and their families. Girls 

meet new friends online in 
real time while choosing 
between activities like 
building an edible camp-
fire, making a robot friend, 
crafting a bird’s nest, or 
designing a fairy house. 
SnapShots are available in 
both English and Spanish. 

After participating in a 
SnapShot event, interest-
ed families are invited to 
an online family meeting 
where they can choose 
to register their girl as a 
Girl Scout. Families can 
sign up for a convenient 
Girl Scout SnapShot that 
fits their schedule at 
www.girlscoutsni.org/
snapshot. 

“SnapShots give fami-
lies the chance to preview 
Girl Scouts. We meet 
online and do virtual 
activities together in real 
time, but we talk about 
safe ways Girl Scouts 
can currently have adven-
tures. Then, as interested 
girls register, they’re 
placed in new and exist-
ing Girl Scout troops in 
their area to start their 
own Girl Scout journey,” 
says MaryBeth Mark-
well, GSNI recruitment 
resource manager. 

Interested families can 
learn more and get started 
at www.girlscoutsni.org/
snapshot. 

LOCAL NEWS

URBANA – Peggy 
Doty, energy and envi-
ronmental stewardship 
educator serving Boone, 
Dekalb and Ogle coun-
ties, was honored by 
University of Illinois 
Extension for dedicated 
and innovative work in 
natural resource educa-
tion.

Doty received an Indi-
vidual Extension Excel-
lence Award in recogni-
tion of the research-based 
natural resource edu-
cation she consistently 
delivers to youth of all 
ages throughout the state. 

Doty’s passion reso-
nates in her presentation 
as she helps translate 

science-based informa-
tion in terms easily un-
derstood by all learners. 
Doty continually seeks 
new revenue streams to 
support her work while 
conserving annual grants. 
She has taught genera-
tions and says she looks 
forward to continuing 
her work teaching people 
about their role in the fu-
ture of the environment.

Doty’s Extension ca-
reer spans 21 years. Her 
prior awards include the 
Outstanding Alumnus 
Award from Northern 
Illinois University’s Col-
lege of Education in rec-
ognition of contributions 
to the field of outdoor and 

environmental education.
D o t y  s e r v e s  a s 

co-chairperson for the 
DeKalb County Com-
munity Foundation’s 
Land Use committee 
and associate director on 
the DeKalb County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District Board.

I l l inois  Extension 
leads public outreach 
for University of Illinois 
by translating research 
into action plans that 
allow Illinois families, 
businesses, and com-
munity leaders to solve 
problems, make informed 
decisions, and adapt to 
changes and opportu-
nities.

Local educator wins University of Illinois 
Individual Extension Excellence Award

Peggy Doty

Latest recruitment drive ensures girls can 
join in time for annual cookie program
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Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.
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Carryout Available 11042020

ASHTON — On Fri-
day, Nov. 27, 2020, Ralph 
Gleissner, a treasured 
husband, proud father 
of five boys 
and beloved 
grandpa of 10 
grandchildren, 
passed away at 
the age of 74.

Ralph was 
born on Dec. 
8, 1945 in Al-
bany, Oregon, 
to Ralph and 
Donna (Harley) Gleissner. 
He attended Rochelle 
High School where he 
played on their undefeat-
ed championship foot-
ball team, earning the 
nickname “Rhino.” He 
attended Northeast Mis-
souri State University 
where he obtained his 
Master’s in Education 
and played football. He 
went on to continue his 
football career with the 
Delevan Red Devils and 
the Rockford Rams. On 
Jan. 12, 1974, Ralph mar-
ried Lucinda Crownhart.  
Together they raised five 
boys, Michael (Stephanie) 
Gleissner, Joseph (Hol-
ly) Gleissner, Thomas 
(Sydni) Gleissner, James 
(Laura) Gleissner and 
David (Laura) Gleissner.

Out of Ralph’s many 
passions, he got the most 
joy from mentoring oth-
ers. He coached AFC 
youth sports including 
Jr. Tackle Football and 
baseball for many years, 
was an EMT on the Ash-
ton Fire Department and 
was an avid Scout leader.  
Throughout his career 

Ralph worked in industri-
al management before re-
turning to his true passion, 
education, as the Dean of 

Students at Chana 
Education Center. 
Ralph enjoyed the 
years of athletic in-
volvement with his 
boys from coaching 
on the side-lines 
to announcing and 
running clock from 
the Eagle’s Nest and 
wrestling meets. He 

also had a keen interest in 
history and loved to teach 
others about events that 
shaped our world today. 
While Ralph completed 
many projects with his 
children, perhaps his 
proudest was building 
their forever home along-
side his five boys.

Ralph is preceded in 
death by his father, Ralph; 
his mother, Donna; and 
his brothers, Steve, Rick 
and Joe.  

He is survived by his 
wife, Cindy; his five 
boys, Mike (Stephanie), 
Joe (Holly), Tom (Sydni), 
Jim (Laura) and Dave 
(Laura); his brothers, 
John (Nancy), Jim and 
Ron; his sister, Barb; and 
his 10 grandchildren, 
(Mike) - Xander, Keiragan 
and Asher, (Joe) – Caitlin 
and Ben, (Tom) – Callum 
and Mitchell, and (Dave) 
– Makenna, Alexa and 
Erika.

A memorial service 
will be held at a later date.  
Should friends desire, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to the Ashton Fire 
Department.

Obituaries

Ralph Gleissner

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

CRESTON — The Village of Creston approved two 
resolutions during its monthly meeting Tuesday evening. 
Trustees voted to approve $156,279 in federal funds for 
the Safe Routes to School project and revised an ordinance 
allowing for tenants to be billed individually for utilities.

Village trustees also approved the 2021 tax levy and 
2021 meeting schedule. The next meeting will take place 
on Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021 at 7 p.m. Village Hall will be 
closed on Dec. 26 in observance of Christmas Day and 
Jan. 2, 2021 in observance of New Year’s Day.

Creston trustees 
approve Safe Routes 
to School funds

OREGON — Ogle 
County Clerk and Record-
er Laura J. Cook will be 
open from Monday, Dec. 
14 to Friday, Dec. 18 from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
Monday, Dec. 21 from 
8:30 a.m. to 5: p.m. to ac-
cept candidate petitions for 
the Consolidated Election 
to be held on April 6, 2021 
for the following offices:

School Board of Edu-
cation Trustees

Multi-Township As-
sessors

The County Clerk’s 
Office is located in the 
Ogle County Courthouse 
at 105 S. 5th St Suite 104, 
Oregon.

All other candidates 
are to file with their local 
election authority/clerk.

Pre-filing notice 
given for election

MALTA — Kishwaukee Col-
lege’s chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society (PTK) inducted 11 
new members this month during a 
virtual ceremony.

The Alpha Rho Eta chapter held 
its traditional candle-lighting in-
duction and installation ceremony 
on Nov. 17 with college leadership 
welcoming the new inductees.

PTK is the largest honor society 
in higher education with more than 
3.5 million members worldwide. 
The society recognizes academic 
achievement of two-year college 
students and provides them with 
opportunities to grow as scholars and 
leaders. To be eligible, students must 
complete a minimum of 12 credit 
hours of coursework towards an 

associate degree and earn a 3.5 GPA 
or higher. Students must maintain a 
high academic standing throughout 
their enrollment at the College. 
Membership is by invitation only.

The following Kish students were 
inducted to PTK during the Fall 2020 
ceremony:

Mallory Beck of Sycamore; Eric-
ka Biekert of Oregon; Edwin Camar-
go of Genoa; Eddith Encho Endack; 
Eyanyeh of DeKalb; Christina Fish-
er of Kingston; Jennifer Gonzalez of 
Rochelle; Lisa Guzinski of Cortland; 
Zachary King of DeKalb; Melissa 
Laurie of Sycamore; Lilian Ndicu 
of Sycamore; and Kaitlynn Ost of 
Rochelle.

The Fall 2020 inductees and their 
guests were welcomed to the College 

by Kishwaukee College President, 
Dr. Laurie Borowicz, and Chapter 
Advisor, Tim Anderson. The induc-
tion ceremony was presided over by 
Past Chapter President Gwendolyn 
Papke. Also participating were the 
current officers of the Alpha Rho 
Eta chapter: Kaitlynn Ost, President; 
Eddith Encho Endack Eyanyeh, 
Vice President; Edwin Camargo, 
Hallmark Officer; Jennifer Gonza-
lez, Publicity Officer; and Katelyn 
Ackland, Recording Officer. Past 
Chapter President Gwendolyn Pa-
pke swore in the new officers. 

For more information, contact 
Chapter Advisor and Associate 
Professor of Philosophy and Modern 
Languages, Tim Anderson, at tand-
erson@kish.edu or 815-825-9484.

Kishwaukee College welcomes new 
members to Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society

MALTA — Kishwaukee College will offer a va-
riety of free classes for English Language Learners 
and those seeking their High School Equivalency/
GED (in English or Spanish) this spring. 

ESL classes are available for beginning, inter-
mediate and advanced English learners. Classes 
emphasize speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
in English.  

Citizenship classes will start in April.  This course 
will cover an overview of the information relevant 

Kishwaukee College Adult Education 
classes open for Spring 2021

to the U.S. Citizenship test and citizenship process 
including American history and government.

High School Equivalency classes prepare students 
to take the GED. Subject areas covered in class in-
clude reading, writing, social studies, science, math 
and the U.S. Constitution. These classes emphasize 
practical applications of the subjects and the total 
development of the learner. Enrollment for all these 
classes is happening now through Jan. 20, 2021.  

For more information, including the registration 
process and class times and locations, visit www.
kish.edu/adulteducation. 

To reserve your spot for registration, contact Mari 
Vesey, administrative assistant for adult education, 
at mvesey@kish.edu or 815-825-9420.  Registration 
sizes are limited due to COVID-19 restrictions.

ROCHELLE — Mid-
west Dental, located at 
1223 N. Caron Road, is 
hosting a non-perishable/
canned food drive.

Now through Dec. 
10, donations are being 
accepted. All donations 
will be delivered to the 

Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry two weeks prior to 
Christmas.

For each donation, 
receive a free toothbrush. 
Also, each donor’s name 
will be entered into a 
drawing to win an electric 
toothbrush.

Dental office holding non-
perishable food drive
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Any arrests listed in this paper are merely charges 
and the defendants are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law. Please note that 
all police reports received from the Rochelle 

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s Department and 
the Illinois State Police, will be printed without 
exception. Requests to omit particular reports will 
not be considered or honored at any time.

Report policy

HOURS: Open Daily

Sun-Th 11:30-9:30pm
Fri-Sat 11:30-10pm

2290 Oakland Drive, Sycamore
815-758-8222

www.olliessycamore.com

Stop by for a tasty family outing!

Flavors: Vanilla or Chocolate
or our Flavor of the Day

• Milk Shakes

• Malts

• Sodas

• Arctic Blast

• Black Cow

• Slushies

• Specialty Sundaes

Ollie’s
Frozen Custard

Call to order specialty pies for birthdays,
anniversaries or any other occasion! (24 Hour Notice)

HOURS: Open Daily
Sun.-Thurs. 11:30-9:00pm

Fri.-Sat. 11:30-10pm

07012020

NOW 

SERVING

On Nov. 26, Ogle 
County Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrested Aljeuel 
Steel, 23 of Rockford, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Steel was 
arrested by deputies on 
Interstate 39 near Illi-
nois Route 64 after be-
ing stopped for 
speeding. Steel 
was released on 
a I-bond and 
will appear in 
court at a later 
date.

On Nov. 27 
the Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office arrested Val-
erie Power, 29, of Aurora, 
for driving under the 
influence. Power was 
arrested by deputies on 
Illinois Route 64 near 
the Illinois Route 251 
intersection. Power was 
held in lieu of bond at 
the jail. 

Nov. 27
On Nov. 27 at approx-

imately 9:33 a.m., Ogle 
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties conducted a traffic 

stop in the 6000 block 
of Condon Road just 
into Winnebago Coun-
ty. After investigation, 
deputies placed Erika 
Villalobos-Miller, 20, of 
Oregon, under arrest for 
driving while license sus-
pended and also issued 

her a citation for 
operating an un-
insured vehicle. 
Villalobos-Mill-
er was released 
on an I-Bond at 
the scene.

On Nov. 27 
at 10:22 p.m., deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 5000 block of Illinois 
Route 251.  After a short 
investigation deputies 
arrested Dustin Doyle, 
24, of Davis Junction, 
for driving while license 
suspended and unlawful 
possession of cannabis. 
Doyle was released on a 
notice to appear with a 
court date of Jan. 1. 

On Nov. 27 at approx-
imately 6:17 p.m., depu-
ties initiated a traffic stop 
in the 100 block of Main 

Street in Leaf River. Af-
ter further investigation, 
Derrick Simmons, 40, of 
Leaf River, was placed 
under arrest for no valid 
driver’s license. Sim-
mons was released from 
the scene on an I-bond 
and will appear in court 
at a later date.

Nov. 28
On Nov. 28 at ap-

proximately 4:26 p.m., 
deputies responded to a 
single vehicle accident 
in the 14000 block of 
West Sterling Road. An 
investigation determined 
that an eastbound vehicle 
driven by Adriana Wig-
gins, 17, of Polo, lost 
control and entered the 
north ditch. The vehicle 
then continued into a 
residential yard where 
it struck a tree. Minor 
injuries were reported. 
Deputies were assisted 
on scene by Polo Police 
and Polo Fire/EMS. The 
accident remains under 
investigation.

On Nov. 28 at ap-

proximately 11:20 p.m., 
Ogle County deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 39 at mile 
marker 99. After investi-
gation, deputies arrested 
Pablo Reyes- Perez, 26, 
of Rockford, for unlawful 
possession of cannabis as 
the driver. Reyes-Perez 
was also issued a cita-
tion for an equipment 
violation. Reyes-Perez 
was given an I-bond with 
a return court date later 
next month.

Nov. 29
On Nov. 29 at ap-

proximately 2:14 a.m., 
deputies initiated a traffic 
stop in the 1500 block of 
West Montague Road. 
After further investiga-
tion, Elizabeth Bell, 44, 
of Rockford, was placed 
under arrest for driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol and possession 
of a controlled substance. 
Bell was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail 
where she was held in 
lieu of bond.

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle resident Sgt. Tom 
Sprowl has been stationed 
in Africa with a unit of 
25 Rangers since August 
2020. These soldiers are not 
scheduled to return home 
until April 2021.

Pete Blassage, Unit-
ed States Marine Corps 
veteran and U.S. Postal 
Service mail carrier, will be 
accepting donations to ship 
to these men. All donations 
are appreciated.

“These boys are far from 
home, this is our way of 
showing our support and 
appreciation,” Blassage 
said. “Let’s let them know 
we care.”

The following is a list 
of acceptable and desired 
items:Dehydrated soups, 
beef jerky, candy that will 
not melt, crackers, gum, 
nuts, chips such as Doritos 
and Fritos, Lysol wipes/
disinfectant wipes, money 
to help pay the postage to 
mail the gifts, Kleenex, 
cards/letters of appreciation 
– these go a long way with 
troops, Chapstick, baby 
wipes for hygiene, protein 
bars. Canned goods are not 
accepted.

Donations may be 
dropped off at the Rochelle 
Post Office in the front lob-
by during regular business 
hours from through Dec. 11.

Donations being 
accepted for Rangers 
stationed in Africa

Speeding stop leads to arrest

361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

   Hub City
361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
Jennie McLaughlin

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

GOOD LUCK HUBS!
It would be my pleasure to help 

you with all your real estate 
needs, whether buying or selling.

Give me a call with any  
questions you may have.

FBB2017

Jennie McLaughlin, 
Broker

(815) 561-9488
jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com

www.jenzhomes.com

Norm McLaughlin, 
Broker

815-901-2005
Normanmc123@yahoo.com

Independently owned & operated.

10
07

20
20

We are now located at

136 May Mart Drive
Same Great Service at a New Location!

$100 Move-In Bonus*

APARTMENTS 
NOW AVAILABLE!
COUNTRYSIDE 

VILLAGE
907 N. 2nd Street • Rochelle
For Adults 62+ &/or Persons  

with a Disability
On-Site Services Coodinator
Affordable Rent is Based on  

30% of Income

815-562-8487
www.meridiangroupinc.net

* Offer valid thru 12-31-20

11
06

20
20

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE | 1233 N. CARON RD. | 815.562.5000
ORDER ONLINE @ MYROSATIS.COM/ROCHELLE.COM

11042020

Party Package
Feeds 20-25 Guests

• 4 lbs Italian Beef w/ Italian Bread
• Full Tray Penne Pasta

• 30 Pc of Chicken
• 24 Garlic Bread Pieces

Add Full Tray of Salad for only $25
Served with Sweet Peppers & Rosati’s 

own Hot Giardiniera
Offer valid at Rosati’s of Rochelle only. Must mention coupon when 

ordering & present it during picup or delivery. Not valid with any other 
offers/coupon. Exp 9/30/20.

$119
RESERVE 

YOUR 

PACKAGE 

TODAY!

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Davis Family  
Health LLC
1212 Currency Court 

Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500
Appointments Available  

Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
Most insurances accepted.

12
02

20
20

Always Welcoming 
New Patients!

We Fix Boo Boos

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

12022020

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level    Reduce appetite 

We Accept Most Insurances and Patients Without Insurance
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Letter to the Editor

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
Many people kick-off the holiday shopping season by making purchases on Black Friday and 

Cyber Monday. What is the best deal you found on a gift when shopping either of the two days?

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

WE live in 
a society 
where it 

is unacceptable to 
ridicule a candidate’s 
race or religion, but 
increasingly 
a politi-
cian’s size 
is fair game. 

As poli-
tics has 
become 
increas-
ingly mean 
spirited, fat 
“jokes” have become 
more commonplace.

Politicians such as 
former New Jersey 
Gov. Chris Christie, 
Gov. JB Pritzker and, 
yes, Donald Trump, 
are subjected to 
mockery because of 
their weight.

Democratic consul-
tant James Carville 
expressed some nasty 
comments about our 
president earlier this 
year on a podcast, ba-
sically calling him a 
big fat loser who was 
so fat he couldn’t see 
below his belt.

Regular readers of 
this column know that 
I’m no fan of Trump. 
But I find no humor 
in these remarks. 
And, yes, I realize 
that Trump has done 
much to coarsen pub-
lic discourse during 
the last five years. 
Still, criticize his 
ideas, his positions on 
issues but not his belt 
size. 

Much the same can 
be said of the cutting 
remarks I’ve heard 
about Pritzker. 

Commentary on an 
Illinois conservative 
website alternately 
refers to him as “Jelly 
Bean,” “Jelly Belly” 
and “Jelly Biscuit.” 

Hey, I get it. You 
don’t like his stand 
on taxes or the pan-
demic. But what does 
his weight have to 
do with those issues? 
Nothing.

Unsuccessful 
legislative candidate 
Peter Breen sug-
gested to me several 

months ago, that the 
reason Gov. Pritzker 
wasn’t venturing out 
of Chicago more was 
because of his “co-
morbidity.”

After a long 
pause, I said, 
“Are you saying 
he’s too fat?” His 
response: yes.

Sorry, Peter. 
I’m not a fan 
of some of the 
governor’s posi-
tions either. That 

said, he has been an 
engaged governor 
who works hard. He’s 
actively working and 
available — more 
than most of his 
recent predecessors. 
I’ve seen no indica-
tion that he is anyway 
impaired in getting 
his job done. 

So, talk about his 
fiscal policies, not his 
physical size.  

Back when I su-
pervised statehouse 
reporters in vari-
ous states, I had a 
reporter in Trenton, 
N.J. who routinely 
referred to Christie as 
“Gov. Krispy Kreme” 
during our daily staff 
meetings.  I bit my 
tongue on a near daily 
basis wanting to say, 
“Do you realize how 
stupid and petty that 
makes you sound?” 

In hindsight, I 
should have spoken 
up.

After more than 
30 years of covering 
politicians, I can say 
usually those who 
joke about obesity 
are folks who have 
never struggled with 
it themselves. 

I know the strug-
gle.  At one point, I 
weighed 100 pounds 
more than I do today. 
Although I’m now 
at a healthy weight, 
I’m humble enough to 
realize the recidivism 
rate on weight loss is 
frighteningly high. 

Over the past 33 
years, my weight has 
yo-yoed more than a 
Duncan Butterfly. It’s 
a daily struggle. 

Scott Reeder

Dear Editor,
My name is Gabrielle 

Gonzales, and I am a 
high school graduate of 
Rochelle Town-
ship High School. 

I  r e c e n t l y 
worked with Sin-
nissippi Centers 
participating with 
the ELC program 
at Northern Il-
linois University. This is 
a real-world educational 
experience that allows 
students to work with a 
team as consultants to an 
organization. This oppor-
tunity allowed me to gain 
leadership experience as 

well as a further my under-
standing to mental health. 

My team and I are grate-
ful we were able to work 

with Sinnissippi 
Centers, during this 
Fall 2020 semester, 
to research ways to 
reduce stigma of 
mental health. 

I would like to 
thank my team, the 

ELC program and Sin-
nissippi Centers for this 
opportunity. Not only did 
I enjoy this project, but it 
allowed me to step out of 
my comfort zone.

Regards, 
Gabrielle Gonzales 

Fat “jokes” have become 
more commonplace

“I can’t post what 
it was yet but I got a 
gift that was originally 
$174 for $50.”

Chelsea Ewing

Grateful for 
experience 

with program
Obesity isn’t a 

personal failing, it’s a 
disease. 

Early in my ca-
reer, I had a supervi-
sor who continually 
ridiculed my weight 
and inferred that I and 
several other over-
weight reporters had 
no business in “his” 
newsroom.

He was not a nice 
person. But he was the 
boss and I just had to 
sit there and take it. 

It always seemed to 
me that what I wrote, 
how I reported or how 
I otherwise conducted 
myself as an employee 

was fair game for him 
to judge. But what 
business was it of his 
– or anyone else’s — 
what my suit size was?

Well, we’re these 
politicians’ bosses. 
Let’s evaluate them the 
way we would like to 
be judged. Let’s look 
at their performance, 
policies and positions 
and leave the measur-
ing tape at home.  

Scott Reeder is a 
veteran statehouse 
journalist and a free-
lance reporter. Scot-
tReeder1965@gmail.
com.
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Nov. 10 - Ralph Dauphin, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 11 - Chelsea Bird, Davis Junction, $250

Nov. 12 - Willa Hood, Elk Grove, $25

Nov. 13 - Judy Hayes, Chana, $25

Nov. 14 - Chris & Marilyn Sanford, Earlville, $25

Nov. 15 - David Peak, Chicago, $50

Nov. 16 - Jose & Bertha Ortiz, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 17 - Janine Lemar, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 18 - Mike Blaine, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 19 - From the Heart Auction, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 20 - Noel Allison, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 21 - Lanet Erickson, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 22 - Kim Stahl, Oregon, $50

Nov. 23 - Matt Wolf, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 24 - Erie Foods/Dean, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 25 - Liz Shank, Byron, $25

Nov. 26 - Dawn Peters, Rochelle, $500

Nov. 27 - Tonja Greenfield, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 28 - Dick Hart, Elgin, $25

Nov. 29 - Pamela Shore, Monroe Center, $50

Nov. 30 - Sean Saweikis, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 1 - William Jandak, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 2 - Dallas Schuler, Rochelle, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Dec. 3
Ty Vongsiri

Dec. 4
Teresa Dodillet

Dec. 6
Kelly Smith

Dec. 10
Mary Helfrich

Dec. 11
Samantha Johnson

Dec. 12
Tim & Megan South

Jax Sullivan

Dec. 13
Kellen Eggenburg

Dec. 15
Mario Messer

Dec. 20
Amanda Avila

Dec. 21
Jacob King
Bill Patrick

Dec. 22
Deb Wooten

Dec. 24
Luke Gilliam

Dec. 25
Maribel Ortiz

Dec. 26
Annette Sulser

Dec. 28
Chris Prosser

Dec. 29
Kelsey Rogers

Dec. 31
Jamey & Nicole King

Ruth Allen
Hayleigh Jones

Dec. 3 – (Thursday) – Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
corn, green beans, bread if desired
Dec. 6 – (Sunday Brunch) – Sausage gravy & biscuits, 
sausage patties, grits, ham and cheese casserole, 
breakfast bits
Dec. 8 – (Tuesday) – Chicken enchiladas, rice and beans
Dec. 10 – (Thursday) – Chicken sandwich or chicken 
tenders with honey mustard dipping sauce, French fries, 
baked beans
Dec. 15 – (Tuesday) – Christmas Dinner: Porcupine 
meatballs, ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, green 
beans, stuffing, pea salad
Dec. 17 – (Thursday) – Christmas Dinner:  Porcupine 
meatballs, ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, green 
beans, stuffing, pea salad
Dec. 22 – (Tuesday) – CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS 

Dec. 24 – (Thursday) – CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS
Dec. 29 – (Tuesday) – Shredded beef brisket, roasted 
potatoes, steamed broccoli and cauliflower, dinner rolls
Dec. 31 – (Thursday) – New Year’s Eve Dinner: Good Luck 
cornbread skillet, pork roast, black eyed peas, collard 
greens
*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike Road, 
Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless otherwise 
stated. A kid’s menu is available each serving date and 
includes peanut butter and jelly, corn dog with chips or 
chicken nuggets. Please note that all menus are subject 
to change.  Serving is from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday and Thursday. Sunday brunch is served from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The menu is always available on the 
answering machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit www.
KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— Arline Thompson will be 
celebrating her 90th birth-
day on Dec. 10, 2020. Her 
family is having a card 

shower for her to celebrate 
this milestone. Cards can be 
sent to Thompson at 510 N. 
State St., Apt. 224, Franklin 
Grove, IL, 61031.

Card shower set for 
Thompson’s 90th bday

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School speech team par-
ticipated in its first virtual 
tournament on Nov. 21 in 
the Freebird  Tournament 
hosted by Freeport High 
School. 

Several speakers earned 
top honors at the varsity 
and novice levels during 
the tournament.

Varsity
Megan Thiravong, sec-

ond place, extemporaneous 
speaking and second place, 
radio speaking;

Faith Worthington, sec-

ond place, impromptu 
speaking;

Morgan Haas, second 
place, oratory;

Ariel Zuercher, third 
place, poetry reading;

Layla Pelan, fifth place, 
prose reading;

Danica Ward, sixth 
place, radio speaking;

Novice
Jessica Nguyen, first 

place, extemporaneous 
speaking;

Aiden Ramsey, first 
place, radio speaking, and 
first place, extemporaneous 
speaking.

RTHS speech team 
competes virtually
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Join the fun during the Rochelle Christmas Walk!

We deliver prescriptions to you for FREE!

ROCHELLE PHARMACY
314 Lincoln Hwy., Downtown 

Rochelle
815-562-4444
rochellerx.com

Lots of new great gift ideas,
stocking stuffers and supplies.

We are a Christmas 
Cash participant!

Unfortunately, with 
Covid we are unable to 
serve refreshments this 

year. Stay safe  
and healthy!

11
29

20
20

DDiamond  G  Western Storeiamond  G  Western Store

4565 Knoll Road • Rochelle, IL 61068
815-562-4050 • www.diamondgranchandwesternstore.net
Our Western Store is here to meet all your shopping needs!

Owned & Operated by the 
Gittleson family for 48 years. 

Come out & see our great 
selection on in-stock hats, 

boots, jewelry, gifts, tack, horse 
care products & more. All at 

reasonable prices. You wont be 
disappointed! Call for hours.

11292020

THE City of Rochelle annual lighted parade is hap-
pening in reverse this year. Bundle your family into 
the car and head downtown for the “Cut the Square” 

reverse parade on Friday, Dec. 4 from 5 to 7 p.m.  Stationery 
floats will be decorated along the way, giving out goodies to 
those driving through. Head down Lincoln Highway, around 
Lincoln Avenue and back up Sixth Street to see Santa parked 
on the Flagg Township Historical Museum’s front lawn. 

Santa’s reindeer will be stationed at Terri Schaeffer State 
Farm at the corner of Sixth Avenue and Lincoln Highway 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Downtown windows will be decorated as 
part of the Rochelle Chamber of Commerce “Merry and 
Bright” decorating contest.  

Speaking of decorating, bring out your inner Clark Griswold 
because the Rochelle Chamber has invited local households 
to decorate for the holidays and enter the “Merry and Bright” 
decorating contest for homes. To enter, simply contact the 
Rochelle Chamber of Commerce with your address at 
rochellechamber@gmail.com. Prizes for first, second and 

third place will be awarded to the best-decorated homes 
and businesses.  

Join Mayor and First Lady Bearrows on 102.3 The Coyote 
on Dec. 10 from 5 to 6 p.m. as local children are invited 
to call in and have their holiday eishes heard by Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. Lists may be dropped off at the radio station 
office in the May Mart shopping center anytime between 
now and Dec. 10. Children may also call into the show at 
815-561-1023 to speak with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

New this year, the City of Rochelle is hosting Christmas 
Light Carriage rides through the Squires Landing and North 
Ridge subdivisions. Families may reserve a six-person carriage 
or a 10-person wagon ride throughout the neighborhoods in 
20 minute increments throughout the month of December. 
The cost for a six-person carriage ride is $38 and $48 for 
a 10-person wagon ride. The rides begin and end at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church. To reserve a time, please contact 
Jenny Thompson at City Hall at jthompson@rochelleil.
us or 815-561-2006.

“Cut a Square” and get ready 
for Christmas in Rochelle
Reverse Christmas Parade, various events set for Dec. 4 

The Rochelle
 commuity tree 
lighting will be 
held in front of 

Rochelle City Hall 
on Thursday, 

Dec. 3.

Rochelle For the Holidays

Jami Hackman, 
Branch Mgr.

Happy Holidays!
Give us a call today
815.561.4035

Come see us...

Need a little extra Holiday Cash?

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

Loans for all your needs
• Holidays • Vacation
• Auto • Home Improvement

Former bankrupts welcome

12022020

Magan Stevens
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Reservations are asked in advance so that we may prevent the potential problem of overcrowding at any of the Christmas Masses.

Kelley Drive & Caron Road, Rochelle • 815.562.2370

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Welcomes you and your family

Rev. Jesus Dominguez - Pastor
Please join
us weekly

Saturday Vigil: 
5pm

Sunday Mass: 
7:30am, 9am  - English; 

11am - Spanish

Please join us in 
celebrating the 
miracle of our 
Savior’s birth!

Christmas Eve: 
4pm & 7pm  - Spanish

11:30pm  - English  

Christmas Day: 
8am - English 

11am - Spanish

12022020

calvarylighthouse.com   |   14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle   |   815-562-7701

Hope for the Holidays
sunday, December 20 at 10:00 a.m.  

Candlelight Service and 

Family Christmas  
TALENT Night

Sunday, December 20 at 6:00 p.m.
Music, Dance, Poetry & Skits. following 

performance will be a cookie walk.

12022020

calvarylighthouse.com   |   14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle   |   815-562-7701

Worship is live 
each Sunday at 

9:00 a.m.

Find us on YouTube - 
“Faith Lutheran Soial”

14206 E. Flagg Rd. • Rochelle, IL 61068 • 815-562-7575

Reverend Joy L. S. Alsop, Pastor

Please join us virtually 
as we prepare for and 

celebrate the birth  
of Christ!

12022020
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
1415 Tenth Ave.,  Rochelle,  IL  • 815-562-2744

December 24 4pm Festival Worship
 7pm Candlelight Worship - Available on Facebook Live

December 25 9am Hymns and Word - Available on Facebook Live

December 26 NO Saturday Worship
December 27 9am Worship - Available on Facebook Live or Listen at 

10am on WRHL 1060AM and 93.5 FM

Facebook Live can be found at  
St. Paul Lutheran Church

We are following Covid guidelines of masks, social distancing and sanitizers.
12022020
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SPORTS SHOOTING HER SPARES 
 
RTHS bowler Alyssa Schwanert is looking 
to improve her accuracy this season. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Football

Returning to form
Junior tailback Angell motivated to perform after injury-shortened season

https://rochellenews-leader.secondstreetapp.com/Teacher-of-the-Month/gallery

VOTE FOR YOUR...

TEACHER OF 
THE MONTH
Nominate Your Favorite Teacher!

10
11

20
20

NIU Football

Late field goal lifts Broncos over Huskies
Richie tops 100 receiving yards as NIU falls to Western Michigan 30-27

K A L A M A Z O O , 
Mich. — Western Michi-
gan kicker Gavin Peddie 
made a 24-yard field goal 
with 2:23 to play to lift 
WMU to a 30-27 win over 
the Northern Illinois Uni-
versity Huskies Saturday 
at Waldo Stadium.

NIU, whose starting 
line-up included 11 fresh-
men, seven on defense, 
held a powerful Western 
Michigan offense to 20 
points and 200 yards below 
their season average while 
controlling the ball for 40 
minutes and running 80 
plays to the Broncos’ 49. 
NIU outgained the Bron-
cos, 350-325 and had 18 
first downs to WMU’s 15 
while not committing a 
turnover for the first time 
this season. 

Despite the loss to 
the 4-0 Broncos, which 
dropped the Huskies’ re-
cord on the season to 0-4, 
NIU head coach Thomas 
Hammock was encouraged 
by his team’s performance.  

“I liked the mentality 
and the approach of our 
football team,” Hammock 
said. “We started seven 
freshmen on defense, four 

freshmen on offense and 
you couldn’t tell the dif-
ference during the game. 
They don’t know any 
better. They don’t know 
they’re not supposed to 
be out there making plays. 
These guys play hard, 
they’re fearless, they ex-
pect to win. We’re going to 
keep working, we’re going 
to keep grinding. I love 
working with this team.”

The Broncos used a trio 
of big plays, leading to 20 
points. La’Darius Jeffer-
son scored WMU’s first 
touchdown on a 43-yard 
run in the first quarter to 
give the Broncos a 7-3 lead; 
kickoff returner D’Wayne 
Eskridge scored on a 100-
yard kickoff return in the 
second quarter as WMU 
took a 20-17 halftime lead; 
and Eskridge caught a pass 
between a pair of Huskie 
defenders in the fourth 
quarter and went 57 yards 
to set up WMU’s game-
tying touchdown with 9:12 
to play in the game.

“Obviously we knew 
[Western Michigan] was 
explosive [on offense],” 
Hammock said. “We had 
to try to play keep away, 

keep our offense on the 
field as much as possible. 
They had one player better 
than our guys, [Eskridge] 
was a difference maker, 
we tried to minimize him 
as much as possible. He 
had the KOR, he had the 
big play downfield in the 
fourth quarter.”

Eskridge finished with 
seven catches for 134 
yards, three kickoff returns 
for 124 yards and gained 
27 yards on a reverse to 
total 285 all-purpose yards.  
For NIU, senior wide 
receiver Tyrice Richie 
caught a career-high 12 
passes for 131 yards and 
two touchdowns.  NIU 
quarterback Ross Bowers 
completed 22-of-36 passes 
for 230 yards and three 
touchdowns.

Defensively, corner-
back Jordan Gandy led 
NIU with seven tackles 
while his five pass break-
ups tied the Huskies’ 
single game record for pass 
break-ups in a game.  The 
Huskie defense allowed 
WMU to convert just one 
of nine third downs.

See NIU page 3

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Owen 
Angell’s first varsity sea-
son with the Rochelle 
Township High School 
football team was cut short 
due to a devastating foot 
injury. It was 
one of Angell’s 
toughest expe-
riences to re-
cover from, but 
the 5-foot-10, 
180-pound tail-
back and out-
side linebacker 
has been work-
ing hard to re-
turn to form for 
when the Hubs 
eventually take 
the field this 
coming season.

Angell be-
gan the 2019 
season as one 
of only two 
sophomores 
to earn start-
ing roles on 
offense. Now 
an upperclass-
man, Angell said he’s 
progressed through physi-
cal therapy and offseason 
workouts to rehab his foot 
to 100 percent health. 

Angell also said he’s been 
staying active however he 
can while team activities 
remain limited due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“My foot injury and 
losing the majority of my 
sophomore season were 
some of the hardest ex-

periences I’ve 
been through, 
both physically 
and mentally,” 
Angell said. 
“I thought I 
did well over-
all during the 
games I played 
and I thought I 
got along well 
with my team-
mates. I want to 
work on every-
thing I can to 
improve both 
myself and my 
team for next 
season.”

A n g e l l 
showed prom-
ise early in his 
s o p h o m o r e 
season, catch-
ing a 29-yard 

pass and running for a 
9-yard touchdown against 
the Morris Redskins. 

See ANGELL page 4
Junior Owen Angell breaks through a Morris tackler during Rochelle’s varsity football game against the 
Redskins this past year. Angell missed nearly his entire sophomore season to a foot injury.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

The Northern Illinois University football team faced Western Michigan on 
Saturday, falling 30-27 and moving to 0-4 overall.

(PHOTO BY ASHLEY HUSS/WMU PHOTOGRAPHER)

“My foot 
injury and 
losing the 
majority 
of my 
sophomore 
season 
were some 
of the 
hardest 
experiences 
I’ve been 
through...”

Owen Angell

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com
M-F 9-5 • Sat 9-4 

Sun Closed

10
17

20
17

Layaway for Christmas!

90 Days Same as Cash
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Junior Alyssa Schwanert throws her ball during match play this past year. Schwanert 
said improving her accuracy will be the key to her success with the Lady Hubs.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

Schwanert seeking to 
convert more spares 

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ALYSSA Schwanert surged 
toward the end of her sopho-
more bowling season with the 

Lady Hubs, knocking down over 1,000 
pins during the Interstate 8 Conference 
Championship and recording Rochelle’s 
highest series in the IHSA Dixon Regional. 
Schwanert said that improving her release 
and her accuracy will lead to more success 
on the lanes when she begins her junior 
season.

Schwanert immediately earned a role 
on the varsity team as a freshman, notch-
ing a top-40 finish in the IHSA Sycamore 
Regional and a top-32 showing in the 
Northern Illinois Big 12 Conference Cham-
pionship. She upped her game during her 
sophomore campaign, helping the Lady 
Hubs to three victories after Rochelle went 
winless over its 2018-19 season.

“I felt that I performed my best in each 
of my previous two seasons, but there 
was definitely room for improvement,” 
Schwanert said. “I’ve looked back and 
seen what I could do better so I can make 
those changes for this season. My release 

has greatly improved since last season, but 
I want to improve my accuracy for this 
season. I want to be confident in picking 
up my spares. Hitting my mark as much 
as I can and picking up more spares are 
some of my main goals.”

Schwanert will be a leading returner for 
the Lady Hubs, who bring back multiple 
upperclassmen under new head coach Eric 
Widick, who replaced Joey Johanning after 
14 years at the helm. Schwanert, who has 
been bowling since fourth grade, said she 
learned how to avoid getting down on her-
self through working with Johanning. She 
also said she’s looking forward to working 
with Widick on improving her technique 
and her approach on different lanes.

“I’ve always loved how bowling is a 
mentally challenging sport,” Schwanert 
said. “It’s really improved my ability to 
focus and knowing that I can forget about 
everything and only focus on bowling has 
always been nice. Coach Johanning taught 
me that I shouldn’t be so hard on myself 
because I can always improve during the 
next frame. Coach Johanning helped me 
overcome that mindset and be easier on 
myself, and I hope coach Widick can keep 
our team motivated.”

“I want to be confident in picking up my spares. 
Hitting my mark as much as I can and picking up 
more spares are some of my main goals.”

Alyssa Schwanert
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SPORTS
From page 1

“We’re going to keep 
going to Tyrice,” Ham-
mock said. “If they double 
team him, that opens it up 
for someone else.  How 
about Dennis Robinson? 
He’s a guy people have 
been down on, we’ve kept 
confidence in him to be a 
playmaker and he  made 
some plays today.  I’m 
proud of him.  We’re going 
to keep coaching our play-
ers. Jordan Gandy played 
a heck of a ball game on 
defense.” 

NIU took a 3-0 lead 
on the opening posses-
sion of the game on John 
Richardson’s 38-yard field 
goal. The drive was a sign 
of things to come as the 
Huskies took 12 plays and 
5:16 to go 50 yards with 
Harrison Waylee’s 22-yard 
run setting up NIU at the 
20-yard line. 

Western Michigan re-
sponded by going 58 
yards in three plays and 
42 seconds to take a 7-3 
lead. La’Darius Jefferson 
scored on a 43-yard run 
and finished the game as 
WMU’s leading rusher 
with 81 yards in the game.

The Huskies then em-
barked on an epic 18-play, 
75-yard drive that took 
more than nine minutes off 
the clock. NIU converted 
three fourth downs on the 
drive, with the first coming 

on a fake punt with back-
up quarterback Andrew 
Haidet completing an 
eight-yard pass to Messiah 
Travis on fourth-and-five.  
On fourth-and-two from 
the WMU 26, quarterback 
Ross Bowers hit Tyrice 
Richie, who went 17 yards 
to the WMU 9-yard line. 
Then on fourth and goal 
from the Western Michi-
gan 3-yard line, Bowers 
found Richie open in the 
back of the end zone. After 
the PAT, NIU took a 10-7 
lead with 14:54 to play in 
the second quarter.

A Huskie penalty on 
an onside kick attempt 
gave WMU the ball on 
NIU’s 34-yard line and 
the Broncos drove to the 
13, where Thiago Kapps 
missed a 30-yard field 
goal.  The Huskie offense 
was stymied by a holding 
penalty on its ensuing pos-
session and a short punt 
once again gave Western 
Michigan starting position 
in Huskie territory.

Six plays later, WMU 
re-took the lead on a 
1-yard run by quarterback 
Kaleb Eleby.  The PAT 
was missed and Western 
Michigan led 13-10 with 
8:45 left in the half. 

The seesaw affair con-
tinued as NIU drove five 
plays in 65 yards to re-take 
the lead, 17-13.  Bowers 
hit Dennis Robinson, who 
set career highs for catches 

(three) and yards (36) in the 
game, for 30 yards to the 
WMU 29.  Back-to-back 
completions to freshman 
tailback Harrison Waylee, 
the last for 9 yards was 
taken to the end zone for 
Waylee’s first career score.

Eskridge scored on 
the ensuing kickoff to 
give Western Michigan 
a 20-17 lead with 6:25 
left in the half. Despite a 
56-yard kickoff return by 
NIU freshman Trayvon 
Rudolph following the 
score, the Huskies were 
forced to punt. 
The third quarter began 
with three straight three-
and-outs before NIU start-
ed a drive from its 20-yard 
line with 10:23 on the 
clock.  The Huskies con-
verted a pair of third downs 
on the drive, with Bow-
ers hitting Richie, who 
caught the ball between 
two defenders and escaped 
to the WMU 3-yard line.  
One play later, Bowers 
connected with Dennis 
Robinson and the PAT gave 
NIU a 24-20 advantage 
with 6:56 on the clock.

That was the only score 
by either team in the quarter 
as the NIU defense forced 
four WMU punts in the pe-
riod. The Huskies started 
its next scoring drive at the 
2:35 mark of the third and 
drove 58 yards in 13 plays 
and 7:07 with Richardson 
hitting a 40-yard field goal 

NIU: Huskies face Toledo in home finale on Dec. 5

with 10:28 to play to take 
a 27-20 lead.

Western Michigan came 
back to tie the game in just 
1:16, driving 79 yards in 
three plays. One play af-
ter the Eskridge play put 
WMU at the Huskie 27-
yard line, Eleby hit Skyy 
Moore down the middle for 
a 26-yard touchdown and 
the PAT tied the game at 
27 with 9:12 to play.

The next three pos-
sessions ended in punts 
before WMU took advan-
tage of the Huskies’ third 
kick-catching interference 
penalty of the game to start 
a drive at the 50. Eskridge 
caught a 14-yard pass from 
Eleby and then went 27 
yards on a reverse to put 
the Broncos on the NIU 
9-yard line.  Three plays 
netted just 4 yards and 

Peddie’s 24-yard field goal 
was good.

The Huskies play the 
last of three home games 
next Saturday, Dec. 5 when 
NIU takes on Toledo at 11 
a.m. at Huskie Stadium. 
The game can be seen on 
ESPN3. 

Fans, including fami-
lies, will not be allowed 
in the stands for the home 
finale.

901 N. 2129th Rd. • Tonica, IL • 815-442-8453
KishauwauCabins.com

17 WELL SPACED CABINS IN VARYING SIZES SPREAD THROUGHOUT 65 ACRES OF 

WOODED PROPERTY, ALL JUST A 10 MINUTE DRIVE FROM STARVED ROCK & 

MATTHIESSEN STATE PARKS.  12 OF OUR CABINS OFFER HUGE DOUBLE SIZED 

WHIRLPOOL TUBS FOR THE PERFECT ROMANTIC GETAWAY.  FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 30 YEARS.  OUR CABINS ALL OFFER CENTRAL AIR & HEAT, FULL 

KITCHENS, PERSONAL OUTDOOR BONFIRE PITS, PICNIC TABLES & GRILLS.  COME 

ENJOY THE QUIET NATURE GETAWAY KISHAUWAU OFFERS TODAY.  WE LOOK 

FORWARD TO SPREAKING WITH YOU SOON.  FORWARD TO SPREAKING WITH YOU SOON.  

Family reunions, single family vacations 
or romantic couples getaways

Not doing the traditional
Thanksgiving this year?

Consider
Kishauwau Cabins.

The Northern Illinois University football team will face Toledo on Saturday, Dec. 5 
for its final home game.

(PHOTO BY ASHLEY HUSS/WMU PHOTOGRAPHER)
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

ANGELL: Hub tailback 
healthy after foot injury
From page 1

Angell averaged over 
6 yards per carry in Ro-
chelle’s season-opener at 
Pekin, where the tailback 
ran for 51 yards on eight 
carries. Angell impacted 
special teams as well, 
returning five kickoffs for 
a combined 100 yards. 
Angell finished his sopho-
more campaign with two 
catches for 41 yards and 69 
rushing yards on 19 carries.

“I played a lot of tailback 
last season and I see myself 
playing the same position 
this season,” said Angell, 

“I’ve made a lot of really 
good friends throughout the 
years and I’ve met a lot of 
new people. We’ve definitely 
become like a family.”

Owen Angell

who has played football 
since third grade. “I expect 
us to be successful during 
the regular season and I 
think everybody would 
agree that our goal is to 
make a run in the postsea-
son and hopefully make the 
state finals… The reason I 

enjoy football so much is 
because it’s an outlet for 
me to release my stress. 
I’ve made a lot of really 
good friends throughout 
the years and I’ve met a 
lot of new people. We’ve 
definitely become like a 
family.”

Ricketts earns American 
Rivers Conference All-
Academic Team honors

PELLA, Iowa — Cen-
tral College landed 48 
student-athletes on the fall 
sports American Rivers 
Conference all-academic 
team Tuesday.

Across the league, 522 
total student-athletes were 
honored. Rochelle Town-
ship High School graduate 
Greg Ricketts was among 
the honorees from the 
Central College football 
team.

Central’s football team 
led the way with 14 selec-
tions. The volleyball team 
had 10 while the women’s 
soccer and women’s tennis 
team each had six.

To qualify for the dis-
tinction, a student-athlete 
must be at least a sopho-
more in academic standing 
with one year at his/her 
current school, achieve a 
3.5 GPA or better and com-
pete at the varsity level. Greg Ricketts

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Now is a great 
time to adopt a 

pet! Call  
Tails today!

Sir Didymus __________
Hello! They call me Sir Didymus, quite the important name for 
someone like me who isn’t even a year old yet. If you spend a little 
time with me you’ll discover that I have a lovely, soft coat and that I 
like people very, very much. I tend to jump up a bit, but pretty gently. 
However, for that reason I shouldn’t go home with young kids as I 
might knock them over. Hey, I’m still a young guy...more of a teenager 
really. When I can’t be with those I love, I enjoy chewing on Kongs and 
bones or any other sort of chew toy. Tails doesn’t know anything about 
my past, but they’ve quickly discovered that I’m smart! I know how to 
sit and keep my kennel pretty clean. And with a treat in hand, I’ll happily 
learn whatever you’d like! Stop by Tails and get to know me!

B
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:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

5 Tips for a Pet-Safe 
Christmas Tree

1. Securely anchor your tree to keep curious pets from 
knocking it over!

2. Sweep up pine needles frequently to avoid ingestion
3. Keep glass, breakable or any edible ornaments up high, 

out of pets reach!
4. Keep pets from drinking tree 

stand wate & don’t add toxie tree 
preservatives to it!

5. Avoid using tinsel, string or 
ribbons - they an cause sever 

damage
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ON THE FARM

Avoid Down Times

TIRE SERVICE
311 N. 7th St., Rochelle

562-4644
Travis Brown, Mgr.

Auto | Truck | Tractor
• On The Farm Service

• New & Used Tires
• Wheel Balancing

01092019

AMBOY — The Lee County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation is excited to announce that they are once again 
giving away Books by the Bushel grants to organizations 
in the county that can benefit from a bushel basket of 
agricultural themed children’s books.  

Books by the Bushel is a program, now in its tenth 
year, that is designed to help increase agricultural 
awareness among children.  The books are geared for 
children on a variety of ag topics which include: The 
Hundred Year Barn, Farmer George Plants a Nation, 
Pick a Pumpkin, and more.

Applications
Applications to apply for “Books by the Bushel” are 

available one the Lee County Farm Bureau Foundation 
website, www.lcfbfoundation.org.  Applications are 
open to all organizations in Lee County.  

For questions or more information, contact the Lee 
County Farm Bureau, 815-857-3531 or leecfb@com-
cast.net.  Completed applications are due by Feb. 1, 2021. 

 

BLOOMINGTON —Illinois 
Farm Bureau’s rich history includes 
a list of former Presidents that reads 
like an honor roll of well-known and 
well-respected individuals. In rec-
ognition of the past presidents who 
shaped and influenced Illinois Farm 
Bureau, the Board of Directors, at the 
suggestion of the IAA Foundation 
Board of Trustees, recently voted to 
create the Illinois Farm Bureau Pres-
idential Memorial Scholarship fund.

“As a tribute to all former Pres-
idents of this organization, we feel 
strongly that this scholarship is a 
meaningful gesture that acknowledg-
es the leadership they provided” said 
Richard Guebert Jr., President, Illinois 
Farm Bureau. “It is a genuine privi-
lege to support the next generation 
of leaders and encourage degrees in 
agriculture related fields.”

Generally, the award amount will 
be $1,000 and presented in honor of 
all former Presidents of IFB. How-
ever, in the scholarship program year 
immediately following the passing 
of a former IFB President, the award 
amount will be $2,500 and presented 
specifically in that person’s memory.

An important consideration for 
the Board was inviting contributions 
from individuals, organizations, and 
County Farm Bureaus who wish to 
pay tribute to a specific leader, or all 
former Presidents. Guebert went on 
to say, “we feel strongly that this is 
an initiative that others will choose 
to support.” Gifts to this fund can 
be accepted at any time on the IAA 
Foundation website or by contacting 
the IAA Foundation.

Scholarship recipients will be 
selected based on their proven 

leadership experience and an em-
phasis will be placed on their work/
internship experience as outlined in 
their application.  

A full listing of available schol-
arships and eligibility guidelines 
for the 2021 Scholarship Program 
is available on the Foundation web-
site, www.iaafoundation.org. NEW 
TIMELINE: The application opens 
Jan. 1, 2020 and must be completed 
online by Feb. 15, 2021.

For more information, contact your 
county Farm Bureau, the IAA Foun-
dation at 309-557-2232, or e-mail 
Jennifer Smith at jsmith@ilfb.org. 

The mission of the IAA Foun-
dation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
charitable arm, is to fund education, 
research, and charitable activities 
that benefit Illinois farm families and 
agriculture.

In CASE 
you didn’t 

know...
CASE IH... 

better 
equipment, 

better 
farming!
• SALES 
• PARTS 

• SERVICE
Call Today!

06052019

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

Dec. 11 deadline approaching for USDA program 
for farmers and ranchers impacted by COVID-19

WA S H I N G T O N , 
D.C. – The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency 
reminds farmers and 
ranchers to apply for 
the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 2 
by Dec. 11, 2020. This 
program provides direct 
relief to producers facing 
market disruptions and 
associated costs because 
of COVID-19.

“With over 300 eligi-
ble commodities, from 
livestock and row crops 
to specialty crops and 
aquaculture, most farm-
ers and ranchers are 
potentially eligible for 
CFAP 2,” said Richard 
Fordyce, Farm Service 
Agency administrator. 
“FSA offers several op-
tions for farmers and 
ranchers to apply. Don’t 
wait to check out our 
online resources and con-
nect with our employees 
who are ready to answer 

your questions and help 
you get started on your 
application.”

Producers have sever-
al options for applying 
for the CFAP 2 program 
by the Dec. 11 deadline. 
Producers can find eli-
gible commodities, pay-
ment rates, calculations 
and options to apply on 
farmers.gov/cfap.

Customers seeking 
one-on-one support with 
the CFAP 2 application 
process can call 877-508-
8364 to speak directly 
with a USDA employee 

ready to offer general 
assistance. This is a 
recommended first step 
before a producer engag-
es the team at the FSA 
county office. The call 
center can also provide 
service to non-English 
speaking customers. 
Customers will select 
1 for English and 2 to 
speak with a Spanish 
speaking employee. For 
other languages, custom-
ers select 1 and indicate 
their language to the call 
center staff.

Additionally, farmers.

gov offers a number of 
resources for producers 
interested in applying for 
CFAP 2, including:

Eligible Commodities 
Finder

Videos,  including 
“How to Apply for CFAP 
2”

B l o g s ,  i n c lud ing 
“Myth Debunked: Coro-
navirus Food Assistance 
Program 2”

A correction to the 
CFAP 2 rule is pending. In 
case a producer is affected 
by this correction, FSA 
will provide additional 
time to apply or edit their 
application.

CFAP 2 is a separate 
program from the first 
iteration of CFAP, now 
referred to as CFAP 1. 
Participating in CFAP 1 
is not a prerequisite for 
participating in CFAP 2. 
Additionally, producers 
who applied for CFAP 1 
will not be automatically 
enrolled in CFAP 2 and 

Illinois Farm Bureau creates 
Presidential Memorial Scholarship

Fund to honor previous leaders, support farm bureau families

Books By the Bushel 
grant applications 
available

must complete a new 
application to be eligible 
for assistance.

Both CFAP 1 and 
CFAP 2 are self-certifi-
cation programs, which 
means the applicant cer-
tifies the information sub-
mitted is correct. As part 
of the internal controls 
portion of CFAP 1, FSA 
is conducting spot checks 
of applications, asking 
producers to provide sup-
porting documentation to 
verify the information on 
them. Producers are being 
selected using a statisti-
cally sound methodology. 
These CFAP 1 applicants 
will be contacted by FSA 
staff and asked to provide 
supporting documenta-
tion to verify the infor-
mation certified by the 
producer on their CFAP 
1 application.

All USDA Service 
Centers are open for busi-

ness, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or 
require appointments. All 
Service Center visitors 
wishing to conduct busi-
ness with FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service or any other 
Service Center agency 
should call ahead and 
schedule an appointment. 
Service Centers that are 
open for appointments 
will pre-screen visitors 
based on health concerns 
or recent travel, and 
visitors must adhere to 
social distancing guide-
lines. Visitors are also 
required to wear a face 
covering during their 
appointment. Our pro-
gram delivery staff will 
continue to work with 
our producers by phone, 
email and using online 
tools. More information 
can be found at farmers.
gov/coronavirus.

ELIGIBLE COMMODITIES
Row crops
Wool
Livestock
Specialty livestock
Dairy
Specialty crops
Floricutlure and nursery crops
Aquaculture
Broilers and eggs
Tobacco

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Commodity Credit Corporation Tuesday 
announced interest rates for December 2020, which are 
effective Dec. 1 through Dec.  31, 2020.

The Commodity Credit Corporation borrowing rate-
based charge for December is 0.125 percent, same as 
in November.

The interest rate for crop year commodity loans 
less than one year disbursed during December is 1.125 
percent, same as in November.

Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans ap-
proved for December are as follows:

0.250 percent with three-year loan terms, up from 
0.125 in November;

0.375 percent with five-year loan terms, up from 
0.250 in November;

0.625 percent with seven-year loan terms, up from 
0.500 in November;

0.875 percent with 10-year loan terms, up from 0.750 
in November; and

1.000 percent with 12-year loan terms, up from 
0.875 in November.

The interest rate for 15-year Sugar Storage Facility 
Loans for December is 1.125 percent, up from 1.000 
percent in November.

Visit https://www.farmers.gov for more information 
on loan eligibility, the application process or to find 
your local service center.

USDA announces Commodity 
Credit Corporation lending rates 
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE

CENTRAL )
BANK )
ILLINOIS, )
Successor )
in interest )No.
to the 2020
FIRST )ch
NATIONAL )51
BANK O )
ROCHELLE, )
Plaintiff, )
V. )
JOHN  )
VUKADIN )
OVICH and )
HELEN ) 
VUKADIN )
OVICH, and )
UNKNOWN )
OWNERS ) 
OCCUPANTS )
and ) 
NONRECORD ) 
CLAIMANTS, )
Defendants. )

NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN to 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, 
OCCUPANTS and 
N O N R E C O R D 
CLAIMANTS, that an 
Amended Complaint 
for Foreclosure of 
mortgage on certain 
property located at 709 
Main Street, Rochelle, 
Illinois and legally 
described as:
Lot Seven (7) in 
Block Two (2) as 
designated upon the 
Plat of Palmer’s First 
Addition in the City of 
Rochelle, according 
to the Plat thereof 
recorded in Book A of 
Miscellaneous, page 30 
in the Recorder’s Office 
of Ogle County, Illinois; 
situated in the Township 
of Flagg, the County 
of Ogle and State of 
Illinois.
Tax Code No. 24-24-
329-003
has been filed in the 
Circuit Court of Ogle 
County. You have 
30 days to reply or 
otherwise answer the 
Complaint filed in this 
case. The 30 days will 
begin upon when this 
Notice first appears 
in publication. Should 
you fail to answer or 
otherwise appear in 
this case, a default 
judgment may be taken 
against you for the relief 
stated in the Complaint 
which will include the 
foreclosure of the 
property located at 709 
Main Street, Rochelle, 
Illinois. Answers or 
appearances can 
be filed in the above 
captioned case with 
the Ogle County Circuit 
Clerk at the Ogle 
County Courthouse, 
Oregon, Illinois.
Kimberly Stahl
Ogle County Circuit 
Clerk
HEWITT & WAGNER
1124 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL 61068
Telephone (815) 562-
2704
Attorney for Plaintiff.
No. 1133 (Nov. 25, 
Dec. 2, 9)

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has three
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 11-12
300-800 BLOCK 
N. 8TH STREET
N. 9TH STREET

N. 10TH STREET
N. 11TH STREET
N. 12TH STREET

ROUTE 24-25
SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD 

STREETS & AVENUE IN 
BETWEEN
ROUTE 28

SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS 
AVE., LAKE LIDA LANE AREA

Part-time 
mailroom position

The Rochelle News-Leader has a part-
time mailroom position open that would 
include inserting flyers, banding bundles and 
occasionally help stacking papers coming off 
the press.

The position typically calls for 24-28 hours 
per week over four or five days per week, 
and includes mandatory shifts on Fridays and 
Saturdays when work load is heaviest.
Applicants must be able to quickly insert 
advertising flyers into newspapers, strap and 
lift medium-sized bundles onto a delivery 
truck, and work well as a team with others to 
follow instructions, pay attention to detail and 
get newspapers out the door.
Mailroom staff members are also asked to 
perform other basic duties in the department 
as needed, and may be trained to drive a fork 
lift.

Anyone (18 years or older) interested in 
this position should apply in person at the 
Rochelle News-Leader office, 211 Hwy. 38 
E., Rochelle, IL 61068.

HW

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

SNOW PLOW Sub 
Contractor With Truck 
Needed in Rochelle 
815-748-3782. (12-09-
20)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

1999 Arctic Cat Z440, 
Great Suspension, 
Garage Kept, Well 
Maintained. 1660 Miles. 
$1250. 815-245-7391. 
(12-02-20)

FOR SALE: Love Seat, 
Like New Condition. 
Blue Flowered, Dark 
Brown Cover Included. 
$45 Call 815-764-1777. 
(12-02-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

FOR SALE: Mixed Jack 
Russell Terrier Puppies 
Call 815-501-2718. 

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1 & 2 - B E D R O O M 
Apartments. Clean, 
Quiet Available Now. 
Some Utilities Included. 
Call For Showing 815-
762-6650 or 815-761-
3968. (12-20-20)

507 507 
FARM AND FARM FARM AND FARM 
LANDLAND

PASTURE WANTED 
to Rent for 2021 Beef 
Cattle. John Nadig 
Rochelle, 815-748-
3782. (12-09-20)

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

R O C H E L L E : 
3-BEDROOM. 2-Bath. 
All Appliances, Near 
School. 2-Car Garage. 
$1250/Month 815-761-
6635 after 6:30pm. (12-
06-20)

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

1960 CHEVY BLUE 
BELLE AIRE, 4-Door 
Runs & Drives. Project. 
815-762-1127. (12-02-
20)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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HOLIDAYS

WilliamsMcCarthy LLP is proud to have long-standing 
relationships with individuals and businesses throughout 
Ogle County. With many family and personal connections 
in the area, we look forward to continuing to meet the legal 
needs of our community.

To schedule an in-person, phone, or video conference  
meeting, call 815-987-8900 or visit wilmac.com.

Rockford 
120 W. State Street 
4th Floor      
P.O. Box 219      
Rockford, IL 61105-0219   
(815) 987-8900 

Proudly Serving Ogle County.

Our practice focus is in the areas of business law, commercial 
and general litigation, employment, health care, real estate, 
wills and trusts, personal injury and workers compensation, 
insurance law, and intellectual property law. wilmac.com   

DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

Dec. 12 .................................. Concealed Carry Permit Renewal (8a-11a)
Dec. 19 & 20  ...........Concealed Carry/Home Defense (8a-4p) Both Days
Jan. 10 ...................................Concealed Carry Permit Renewal (9a-12p)
Jan. 23 & 24 ............Concealed Carry/Home Defense (8a-4p) Both Days

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

12
02

20
20

Get crafty with homemade ornaments
HANDMADE gifts, trinkets and treats help make the holiday sea-

son special. Although cookies and other baked goods are some of 
the most popular homemade creations this time of year, gift-giv-

ers young and old can put their talents to use with various craft projects. 
Ornaments and decorations are one such idea. Here are some clever and, 
not-too-time-consuming craft projects to try this holiday season.

• Mini sleighs: Create miniature replicas of Santa’s famous sleigh. Paint 
several popsicle sticks to form the main body of the sleigh and glue them 
together. Put one at the top perpendicular to the others to serve as the 
steering rudder. Two silver-painted popsicle sticks placed on their thin 
sides act as the blades of a sled. 

• Popcorn garland: Garland made of popcorn is a classic handmade 
holiday project. For a new twist, toss the popcorn with food coloring and 
allow it to dry before stringing for some bright color on the tree.

• Photo ornaments: Print out several different photos that you love. 
Purchase round or square thin wood pieces from a craft store and attach 
the photos with Mod Podge®. When dry, drill a hole through the top and 
thread with twine.

• Advent calendar: Make an Advent calendar to count down to Christ-

mas by covering a foam board with fabric. Use paper tags or small orna-
ments and write a number on each for each day of the month. Hang these 
all from the board. As each day passes, move the tag or ornament to the 
tree. 

• Wooden snowflakes: Have children collect small twigs from outdoors, 
as well as holly leaves and some sprigs of evergreen. Arrange similarly 
sized twigs in the shape of snowflakes and glue together, or tie with twine. 
Embellish with stickers, glitter, dried berries, and more.

• Dough ornaments: Anyone can have fun molding their own orna-
ments, letting them dry and then painting them. Use cookie cutters to get 
perfect holiday shapes. Craft stores sell various types of modeling clays and 
lightweight modeling materials. Or, make your own salt dough.

• Reindeer bottle topper: Put to use any wine corks you have lying 
around. Attach googly eyes and a small fuzzy nose to the front of a cork. 
Insert twisted, brown pipe cleaners to make the antlers up top. Add ribbons, 
small snippets of faux fur or any other extras you desire. 

• Sweet sentiments: Use old Scrabble® letter tiles to form a favorite hol-
iday phrase, like “Joy to the World.” Glue the tiles together and hang from 
the tree on a piece of ribbon.  

THERE are many different ways to decorate homes and businesses for 
the holidays. Tall evergreen trees are among the most visible symbols of 
the holiday season. However, wreaths hung on doors, windows or fences 

also are ubiquitous this time of year.
Wreaths adorn homes primarily during the holidays of Easter and Christmas. 

Wreaths have also been worn around the head or neck in ceremonial events 
around the globe for centuries. It is believed the first wreaths date back to ancient 
Greece and Rome. Members of the Greco-Roman society were known to hand-
make ring-shaped items using fresh tree leaves, small fruits, flowers, and twigs. 
Oftentimes these headdresses symbolized a person’s social status. Others suggest 
wreaths evolved to become a Christian symbol of immortality.

Regardless of how wreaths are viewed, many people like to display wreaths for 
the holidays. Wreaths can be purchased premade, but making a wreath on your 
own can make the holidays even more fun.

One of the easiest ways to make a wreath is to design it around a circular floral 
foam form. Gather supplies to make the wreath. For traditional wreaths, supplies 
will include sprigs of evergreen (real or artificial), ribbon, floral wire, bows, and 
artificial berries. Working around the foam form, arrange the boughs of evergreen, 
using the floral wire to wrap or pin into the foam itself. Keep the layers coming 

until you get the desired cover-
age. Embellish with a ribbon or 
place a bow.

The blog A Piece of Rainbow 
says that creating a wreath jig is an easy 
way to make a wreath. Cut a dollar-store 
laundry basket bottom from the top ring to make 
a template, on which you can place wreath-making materials so they keep their 
circular form. Use floral wire or natural jute string to tie the materials together. 
Experiment with fresh evergreen, twigs, holly branches, or whatever materials 
you choose.

Thick card stock also can serve as the wreath template. Attach artificial flowers 
or leaves, spray snow, ornaments, or other items to the card stock ring with a firm 
adhesive. 

Many craft stores sell wreath forms made of natural vines that have been 
strung in a ring. These can be decorated in their entirety or left a little sparse to let 
the natural twine show through.

Wreaths may seem like complicated creations. But a little imagination and the 
right materials is all it takes to create a homemade wreath. 

How to make holiday How to make holiday 
wreaths the easy waywreaths the easy way
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HONEY BEND, Il-

linois — Looking for a 

job and a future, Ken Potts 

saw little hope in central 

Illinois.
Born and raised in tiny 

Honey Bend, Potts — like 

other teens on the brink 

of manhood — found 

few career opportunities 

as the Great Depression 

continued to squeeze 

America. So, when he 

turned 18, he enlisted 

in the U.S. Navy. The 

move seemed sensible: 

not only did the service 

mean steady work, but 

the United States seemed 

unwilling to poke its nose 

into growing political 

unrest in Europe.

Potts found his naval 

assignment to his liking, 

USS Arizona survivor recalls Pearl Harbor attack

Illinois Press: Important Dates Series

as a coxswain stationed 

aboard the USS Arizona at 

Pearl Harbor, amid sunny 

skies and a picturesque 

ocean.
But, that serenity — as 

well as the Arizona — 

suddenly exploded the 

morning of Dec. 7, 1941. 

The Japanese sneak at-

tack took 2,403 Ameri-

can lives, nearly half of 

them — 1,177 sailors and 

Marines — aboard the 

Arizona, which sunk after 

a cataclysmic bombing.

Amid the greatest loss 

of life ever aboard a U.S. 

warship, just 335 from the 

Arizona survived, includ-

ing Potts. Now 98, he is 

one of only three remain-

ing survivors of the war-

ship. When Potts thinks 

back to the world-shaking 

chaos, confusion and 

clamor — as well as the 

men he helped save and 

the bodies he recovered 

— he remains amazed at 

how the quickly and bru-

tally hellfire rained down 

on that terrible morning.

“It was unbelievable 

how it could happen,” 

Potts says. “It was tur-

moil.”

See HARBOR page 8

In this Dec. 7, 1941, photo, smoke rises from the battleship USS Arizona as it sinks 

during a Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. [AP photo]

Cast your vote
The Kitchen Table in nationwide contest for 

title of Community Cafe of the Year

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Ro-

chelle’s very own pay-

what-you-can style café, 

The Kitchen Table, is 

participating in a nation-

wide competition to be 

recognized as the Com-

munity Café of The Year, 

and they appreciate all the 

votes they can get. 

The contest is being 

held by One World Ev-

erybody Eats, a non-profit 

organization whose main 

goal is to increase food 

security and build com-

munity through the pay-

what-you-can nonprofit 

restaurant model. One 

World Everybody Eats 

holds an annual summit 

each year, offers mentor-

ship for new cafes opening 

if they need it and supports 

nearly 50 independent 

cafes and start-up cafes 

throughout the country 

including The Kitchen 

Table in Rochelle. 

The competition itself 

is between 35 pay-what-

you-can cafes throughout 

the country, but that num-

ber is constantly chang-

ing due to organizations 

signing up and dropping 

out of the competition. 

The winner is based on the 

number of votes that each 

of the organization re-

ceives through the website. 

While this is technically 

a competition, everyone 

involved is fighting for the 

same cause. 

“I don’t really think 

that it is a competition, 

but more of a nice healthy 

challenge. You don’t really 

want to say that one is bet-

ter than the other because 

we are all good in our own 

ways and we all have basi-

cally the same mission,” 

explained Carolyn Brown, 

founder of The Kitchen 

Table. 
Each of the cafes are 

based off the same pay-

what-you-can model, but 

have their own personal 

touches.

While participating in 

this competition will bring 

awareness to The Kitchen 

Table, they are also hoping 

that it will help people un-

derstand that The Kitchen 

Table serves anyone who 

comes through the door 

looking for a meal, no mat-

ter what walk of life they 

come from.

“We are here for ev-

erybody; some people 

think that we are just for 

homeless people and that 

is not true. We are here 

for everybody,” explained 

Brown. “We offer the same 

to everybody, a place where 

anyone can afford to eat a 

meal out.” 

The Kitchen Table 

serves people from sur-

rounding communities as 

well as their home com-

munity of Rochelle. 

Voting

To vote for The Kitchen 

Table and help them on 

their way toward being 

recognized as the Com-

munity Café of The Year, 

go to www.woobox.com/

ztiyt2, select The Kitchen 

Table and provide a first 

and last name and a valid 

email address. Currently, 

the Kitchen Table is in first 

place by approximately 100 

votes, but that number is 

continuously fluctuating. 

See VOTE page 4

“...You don’t really want to say that one is better 

than the other because we are all good in our 

own ways and we all have basically the same 

mission.”

Carolyn Brown

Carolyn Brown (far right) along with several volunteers work Tuesday afternoon 

to prepare Tuesday’s dinner.

Another great reason to come to Kish.

We work with

robots!

R E A S O N  N O . 4

Step into

your future

at Kish with

training in

robotics
systems &

electronics!

www.kish.edu/reasons
Find your reason – register today!

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

CRESTON – Thanks 

to a recent visit between 

the village’s building 

inspector and the school 

superintendent, Creston 

Board members learned 

that the Creston School 

is up to code.

During its monthly 

board meeting Tuesday 

night, Village of Creston 

board members spoke 

with the village building 

inspector Casper Man-

heim about his meeting 

with the Creston School 

Superintendent Curt Rhe-

ingans about making sure 

the building is up to code. 

Manheim and Rheingans 

did a walk-through of 

the school and found a 

few things to update, 

such as replacing the old 

exit signs with new ones 

that light up. The school 

already has a new roof 

and will be getting new 

windows, so everything 

including the structure is 

up to date. 

“We were just really 

getting the bones of the 

place into good shape, and 

otherwise I didn’t really 

have to do too much,” 

explained Manheim. 

The building falls un-

der the existing building 

code, so it doesn’t need 

some of the modern ame-

nities such as an elevator. 

See CRESTON page 4

School 

up to 

code

GET TWO GREAT GIFTS 

IN ONE BUY!

You can’t beat this holiday gift deal!

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week 
News-Leader Subscription for 

just 

$99*
 PLUS get a Rotary 

Cash Calendar 

FREE!
($134  total value!)

* Offer expires December 31.2020
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