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By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The 
first shipment of COVID-19 
vaccines to the state of Illinois 
may be less than one-quarter 
of what officials had original-
ly been told to expect.

Department of Public 
Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike said last week that 
the latest word from federal 
officials is that the first ship-
ment may contain only about 
80,000 doses, or one-fifth of 
the 400,000 doses that state 
officials were expecting.

“We know that even if 
everything goes through 
smoothly in the next couple 
of weeks and the vaccine 
is shipped, there won’t be 
many doses,” Ezike said. “I 
know I had originally quoted 
400,000 doses because that’s 
what we’ve been told. That 
number has already been 
downgraded to something 
like 80,000. Again, all of 
these numbers are constantly 
in flux and so we are staying 
very nimble in order to ad-
just. As the feds give us more 
information, we adjust and 
tweak our plans.”

Interest in how the state 
plans to distribute a vaccine 
has heightened in recent 
days as a number of phar-

Initial COVID-19 vaccine shipment to 
Illinois may be smaller than expected
q Director of Public Health Ezike says state may only get 80,000 doses at first

MENDOTA – The 
Mendota City Council 
held a special telephonic 
meeting on Nov. 25 to 
discuss the tax levy and 
pensions.

Alderman John Hol-
land announced that the 
annual Police and Fire 
Pensions are continuing 
to show positive returns. 
The Police Pension is 
funded at 59 percent 
and the Fire Pension is 
funded at 74.5 percent. 
He said the tax levy 
request from the police 
department is $620,000 
and the tax levy request 
from the fire department 
is $186,000.

The council gave its 
approval to place the 
reports on file.

In reporting on the 
2021 annual tax levy, 
Holland said there is no 
major change from last 
year. In fact, Holland 
reported that the levy 
should decrease from last 
year, from 2.47 percent 
to 2.37 percent, which 
would result in a decrease 
for homeowners on next 
year’s property tax bill.

The council will ap-
prove the final tax levy 
in December.

Council discusses
tax levy, pensions

maceutical companies have 
announced plans to apply for 
emergency use authorization 
from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration.

Pfizer and BioNTech an-
nounced they had submitted 
an application for two vaccines 
the companies are developing 
jointly, and the FDA said it 
would put those applications 
on a fast track for approval, 
which means a limited number 
of doses could be publicly 
available by the end of De-
cember. Moderna Inc. has also 
said a vaccine it is developing 
has shown promising results in 
clinical trials.

Ezike said the first peo-
ple in line to receive the 
vaccines will be frontline 
hospital workers who treat 
COVID-19 patients and 

other first responders.
Meanwhile, both Ezike 

and Pritzker continued to 
urge Illinoisans to avoid 
gatherings over the upcom-
ing holidays and possibly 
for the next several months 
in order to limit the spread 
of the disease.

“The vaccines that seem 
to be on the horizon can’t 
help you if you get sick now,” 
Pritzker said. “It appears 
it may just be a matter of 
months, not years, before it’s 
safe for all of us to gather with 
extended family and friends 
again. Let’s keep each other 
safe until then. It’s not too 
late to change your plans if 
you haven’t already.”

Pritzker also urged down-
state cities and counties to take 
advantage of financial help 

that the state has made avail-
able through the Local CURE 
program. That’s a $250 million 
program the state launched this 
year, with money it received 
from the federal CARES Act, 
to help local units of govern-
ment defray some of the costs 
they have incurred due to the 
pandemic.

Pritzker said about $118 
million of that money has al-
ready been paid out, but more 
than 350 local governments 
still have not submitted an 
application.

The funds are available 
to local governments outside 
of Cook County and the 
surrounding collar counties, 
which received CARES Act 
funding directly because they 
have populations over 500,000.

“We know just about ev-
ery community in the state 
has had to deal with new 
costs this year related to the 
COVID-19 response,” Pritz-
ker said. “This program en-
sures that the funds to support 
those efforts don’t have to cut 
into local school budgets or 
roadwork or environmental 
cleanups or constant local 
taxes to increase to cover 
those costs.”

By SARAH MANSUR
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Mem-
bers of the state Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee 
had pointed questions for 
officials with the Illinois De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
about the agency’s response 
to an outbreak at the LaSalle 
Veterans’ Home that has re-
sulted in at least 28 resident 
deaths from COVID-19-re-
lated complications.

The committee called for 
the hearing following reports 
of the growing outbreak since 
the beginning of November.

A total of 105 residents 
and 100 staff at LaSalle 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19 since the out-
break began. Currently, there 
are 40 residents and 24 staff 
who are actively positive for 
the virus.

The LaSalle home out-
break was first discovered 
by staff when a resident 
was sent to the hospital for a 
severe urinary tract infection 
on Nov. 1 and was found 
to be COVID-19 positive, 
according to Dr. Avery Hart, 
a U.S. Air Force veteran and 
physician with the Illinois 
Department of Public Health.

Hart, who testified during 
the committee, serves as a 
medical consultant for the 
department’s COVID-19 
clinical response in congre-
gate living settings.

He said test results re-
turned from the lab on Nov. 
3 showed that 22 residents 
and seven staff identified 
positive. By Nov. 8, 59 
residents and 64 staff tested 
positive for COVID-19.

Sen. Paul Schimpf’s line 
of questioning focused on the 
delay between the outbreak 
at the facility and the request 
for an IDPH site visit.

He questioned IDVA Di-
rector Linda Chapa LaVia, a 
former member of the Illinois 
House of Representatives.

“This is what’s frustrating 
to me, Director (Chapa La-
Via). Your legislative liaison 

Veterans’ Affairs officials grilled 
on LaSalle Vets’ Home outbreak

At least 28 resident deaths related to COVID-19 have 
been reported at the Veterans’ Home in LaSalle.

sent an email to the senators 
on this committee and I ap-
preciate the update. But that 
email talked about the sense 
of urgency in the sense of 
trying to do everything that 
could be done to ensure the 
safety. But the actions don’t 
seem to match the rhetoric,” 
Schimpf, R-Waterloo, said.

“So, the two questions 
are, when was Gov. (JB) 
Pritzker notified about this, 
did he give any guidance 
and then why again was it 
not until Nov. 12 that we had 
IDPH personnel on site?”

Chapa LaVia said she 
personally did not speak to 
Pritzker but he was aware of 
the outbreak.

Chapa LaVia, who served 
as a First Lieutenant in the Il-
linois Army National Guard, 
also pushed back against the 
charge that the IDVA officials 
should have moved more 
quickly to respond to the 
LaSalle outbreak.

“But I feel that our staff 
moved as quickly as they 
could,” she said. “I feel 
that we’ve tried to move as 
swiftly as possible. And we 
have always been in contact 
with IDPH with each and 
every step we take, to make 
sure we’re doing the proper 
protocol and procedures.”

IDVA also released two 
reports from two separate 

“I feel that we’ve 
tried to move as 
swiftly as possible. 
And we have always 
been in contact with 
IDPH with each and 
every step we take, 
to make sure we’re 
doing the proper 
protocol and proce-
dures.”

– IDVA Director 
Linda Chapa LaVia

By JASON FRANCHUCK
Southern Illinois University Carbondale

EARLVILLE – Miriam Hoffman took one 
disappointing outcome and turned it into a 
life-altering victory.

The Southern Illinois Carbondale junior 
will now help oversee the National FFA Orga-
nization, which spans nearly 800,000 students 
across the country. She was chosen from 
among 40 candidates as the new Eastern Re-
gion vice president to the national committee.

The Earlville native, who is studying 
agribusiness economics, ran for national 
board member during the 2019-20 academic 

year. She did not succeed but learned from 
the experience.

“Ultimately, it comes down to people and 
wanting to build relationships and help,” she 
said. “I can’t say I have focused exclusively 
on winning an election, because I’ve tried 
to set goals within the realm of my control. 
Getting here has taken hard work, talent and 
definitely luck. I’ve learned that being a leader 
isn’t about being noticed. It’s about noticing 
other people.”

Miriam Hoffman of Earlville was elected a national FFA board member, the first from 
an Illinois university to hold this distinction in 14 years. (Photo contributed)

Earlville resident Hoffman chosen 
to national FFA leadership position

See Hoffman, Page A5
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MORTGAGE LOANS SINCE 1885

 JESSE ARELLANO
NMLS #1815886

Se habla español

Our knowledgable staff will work with you!

BEST 
PLACE 

TO 
BORROW
Fixed & Variable Rates, 

Local Servicing

BEST 
PLACE 

TO 
 SAVE!

Community Oriented 
for over 135 Years.

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

NORTHBROOK HONOR ROLLS - TRIMESTER 1

Christmas Lights Tour
Thursday, Dec. 17

1901 Tom Merwin Drive
Mendota

815-539-7700

Sponsored by Mendota Area Senior Services

Vans will leave MASS at 5 p.m. for  
Rotary Park in LaSalle. The tour will 
continue through Peru and return to 

Mendota to enjoy the season’s beauty 
in our own hometown while listening to 

the wonderful sounds of  
Christmas music.

Social distancing on vans. Two to three 
people per van depending on if from 

same household. All seven vans will be 
utilized if necessary.  

More nights may be added.
Cost is $5 per person to cover transportation 
expenses. Space is limited. To register, call 

Jean at MASS, 815-539-7700.

12022020 11182020

Essay contest winner
Quin Holland of Mendota is the winner of the Patriot’s 
Pen essay competition sponsored by the VFW. Holland 
and other local students wrote an essay on the theme of, 
“What is Patriotism to me?” Holland will now have his 
essay move on to district competition this December. 
(Photo contributed)

Northbrook Middle 
School Trimester 1 High 
Honor Roll and Honor Roll 
students for fifth through 
eighth grade classes have 
been announced.

FIFTH GRADE
High Honors: Tyson 

Barkman, Isaac Caracheo, 
Cannon Chaon, Cruz Chavez, 
Olivia Corrigan, Hayden Cu-
nefare, Zariah Escatel, Dal-
ton Gallagher, Khloe Henry, 
Kevin Herrera, Klaire Knaff, 
Trevor Lengsfeld, Samantha 
Nelson, Karlee Organ, Om 
Patel, Kamilah Preciado, 
David Reyes, Mason Rich, 
Grace Schlesinger, Collin 
Sheppard, Gracie Smith, 
Ashtyn Stamberger, Haylee 
Stevens, Tori Stevens, Parker 
Waldron, Jovan Washington, 
Rylee Woods

Honors: Shelby Arm-

strong, Mia Barringer, Coo-
per Beetz, Abigail Botts, 
Lena Cardona, Daniel Cor-
rea, Tomas Corrigan, Rubi 
Donahue, Riley Erlenborn, 
Kade Jackson, Kaylee 
Kaufman, Shea Kreiser, 
Savannah Lenert, Kyra Lind-
say, Omar Nanez, Ignacio 
Ortega, Levin Ossman, Esten 
Otero, Gage Richey, Colton 
Rodrick, Samantha Romano, 
Maddox Rosales, Guadalupe 
Sandoval, Germain Serrano, 
Paola Solorzano, Samantha 
Tunk

SIXTH GRADE
High Honors: Brooklyn 

Baxa, Drew Becker, Ivan 
Botello, Abygail Buettner, 
Lexi Cocanour, Donovan 
Cox, Kyra Finley, Karen 
Flores, Harlow Foltynewicz, 
Karissa Freeman, Berat 
Imeri, Marcelah Jackson, 

Cole Kleckner, Ada Krull, 
Rashaad Mayfield, Dawson 
McPheeters, Madrick Mus-
grove, Sophia Orozco, Eden 
Pecher, Addison Perryman, 
Brianna Russell, Liam Shep-
pard, Kahlyn Sliwa, Emily 
Sondgeroth, Gavin Steven-
son, Kathryn Strouss, Cam 
Wasmer, Miranda Wheeler, 
Ryder Woods

Honors: Blake Bute, 
Briza Cervantes, Miley 
Chavez, Monserrat Chavez, 
Devin Cooper, Collin Coss, 
Meghan Dewey, Adam Es-
trada, Kelly Falcon, Caleb 
Ganther, Julian Gonzalez, 
Alyna Guerra, Alexys Me-
lendez, MaKenzie Mumm, 
Lukas Nelson, Daniel Pierce, 
Favian Romero, Bailey 
Ryan, Zachary Schmidt, 
Karson Sundberg, Cayden 
Taliani, Kyle Wright

SEVENTH GRADE
High Honors: Johnathan 

Beaty, John Biggs, Gracie 
Botts, Sarah Brown, Ally 
Denault, Harlan Gallagher, 
Gianna Hall, Alexis Jolly, 
Hannah Kunz, Katelyn Mi-
kolasek, Ramiro Palacios, 
Jessica Reel, Leah Stam-
berger, Sydney Tolley, Talia 
White

Honors: Keegan Beetz, 
Kate Biers, Janae Carr, 
Aaden Castle, Litzy Celis, 
Johan Cortez, Airam Cuevas, 
Logan Dabbs, Sara Diaz, 
Caeleb Ensor, Kylie Gold-
blatt, Sofia Gomez, Brody 
Kaecker, Colin Kain, Luis 
Nunez, Janelle Rodriguez, 
Ariana Sanchez, Brady 
Schultz, Carlos Toribio, 
Anna Valdes

EIGHTH GRADE
High Honors: Shelby 

Bentley, Ella Coss, Camer-
on Escatel, Jesus Escobar, 
Braiden Freeman, Ashley 
Garcia, Keith Grim, Quin 
Holland, Kaleb Houle, An-
thony Kelson, Cameron Kor-
dick, Brisa Nunez, Sophia 
Pappas, Gresy Patel, Heli 
Patel, Maybrianna Schultz, 
Kaley Siemer, Lea Turner

Honors: Eric Aranda, 
Aiden Arjes, Makenzie Bean, 
Ava Beetz, Conner Cham-
bers, Sofia Duarte, Crystal 
Garcia, Claire Hanson, Lidia 
Hernandez, Andrianna Kara-
halios, Cameron Kelly, Ken-
nedy Knaff, Dessa Komitas, 
Luis Magallanes, Guadalupe 
Maldonado, Samuel Matura, 
Travis Mumm, Nicholas 
Reyes, Brenna Rummery, 
Reyli Sandoval, Lissette 
Sandoval Rios, Gabriel 
Vallejo, Jillian Younger

Sublette Santa 
Parade Dec. 4

SUBLETTE — Wave and 
cheer to Santa as he rides 
past your house on the fire 
truck in Sublette 
on Friday, Dec. 4. 

Santa will be 
cruising around 
town the night 
of Dec. 4 to wish 
you and your family a very 
Merry Christmas. You can 
wave hello to him from the 
comfort of your own home.

Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, there will not be the 
annual Sublette “Christmas 
in the Village,” but please 
feel free to drive through 
downtown Sublette and 
enjoy the lights of the many 
Christmas trees on display 
representing the different 
businesses around town.

Santa’s Christmas Parade 
will begin at 6 p.m. at the 
Sublette Fire Station. 
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Join the Girl Scouts in time for Annual Cookie Program
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

– In these changing times, 
Girl Scouts offers girls a 
unique chance to be part of 
something larger than them-
selves. The organization 
gives girls the opportunity 
to experience friendships 
in-person and virtually, make 
memories, and build skills 
to be leaders in their own 
communities. 

Girl Scouts is perhaps 
best known for the Girl 
Scout Cookie Program which 
empowers millions of girls 
to become entrepreneurial 
small business owners. This 
year, Girl of Northern Illinois 
(GSNI) is offering a recruit-

ment drive right ahead of 
the cookie program, so girls 
who join now will be able to 
take part in the largest girl-
led business in the world! 
Through the cookie program, 
girls learn the 5 Skills of 
goal setting, decision mak-
ing, money management, 
business ethics, and people 
skills. The 2020–21 Girl 
Scout Cookie Program be-
gins online on Dec. 14. 

Due to recent health and 
safety guidelines, GSNI is 
using technology to provide 
girls with the necessary 
benefits of the Girl Scout 
Leadership Experience. In-
terested families can check 
out the Girl Scout program 
during Girl Scout SnapShots 
- 20-minute virtual activities 
for girls in kindergarten and 
grades 1–3 and their fami-
lies. Girls meet new friends 

online in real time while 
choosing between activi-
ties like building an edible 
campfire, making a robot 
friend, crafting a bird’s nest 
or designing a fairy house. 
SnapShots are available in 
English and Spanish. 

After participating in a 
SnapShot event, interested 
families are invited to an 
online family meeting where 
they can choose to register 
their girl as a Girl Scout. 
Families can sign up for a 
Girl Scout SnapShot that 
fits their schedule or get 
more information at www.
girlscoutsni.org/snapshot. 

Gamma Phi Chapter to begin holding Zoom meetings
PRINCETON - Gamma 

Phi Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society Interna-
tional serving the counties 
of Bureau, Henry, and 
Stark is a society of women 
educators who promote 
professional and personal 
growth of its members and 
excellence in education. 

The group’s recent 
meetings have been held 
outdoors but with winter 
approaching, they will 
start meeting via Zoom. 
The Zoom meetings will 
take place from 4-6 p.m. 
on the third Wednesday of 
the month. 

Please contact Sue 
Bromme-Winger at suz-
ie_b12@hotmail.com for 
questions concerning the 
organization or to join the 
next meeting. They invite 
professional educators to 

join them. 
During the Chapter’s 

last socially distanced 
meeting, Early Educators’ 
Awards were presented. 
The recipients included 
Maddie Pearson, a first-year 
language arts teacher from 
Logan Junior High School 
in Princeton; Marcia Cald-
well, a second-year teach 
of special needs children 
at Douglas Elementary 
School in Princeton; Tess 
Heidenreich, a first-year 
teacher at Ohio Communi-
ty Schools; and Caseelyn 
Johnston, a third-year ag-
riculture teacher in the 
Bureau Valley Junior High 
and High School district.  

Attendees also heard 
a presentation by Dennis 
Thompson, who spoke 
about the Marquis Ener-
gy incentive program for 

high schools throughout 
the county. This program 
provides mentoring and in-

centives for certain students 
to make marked progress 
within their schools. 

LOCAL AND AREA

Carl’s Quiz
What country has the most forest land?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Since 1950, the top 
three most recorded songs in the U.S. have been “St. 
Louis Blues,” “Tea for Two” and “Body and Soul.” 

(Source: Old Farmers Almanac)
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

Place your next 
advertisement in 
The Reporter 
and get results

Obituary
Continued from Page A4

Brought to  you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

Attending the most recent outdoor Gamma Phi 
Chapter meeting, left to right, were Marcia Caldwell 
and Maddie Pearson, who received Early Educators’ 
Awards, and Dennis Thompson, who gave an 
informative presentation. (Photo contributed)

HOLY CROSS HONOR ROLLS
Holy Cross Honor Roll 1st quarter 2020-21

8th High Honor Roll
Lily Bokus—4.0, Kir-

by Bond—4.0, Alondra 
Delao, Ava Eddy, Bailey 
Engels—4.0, Cassandra 
Gonzalez—4.0, Lauren Hol-
land, Libby Huffaker—4.0, 
Korinne Miars—4.0, Izzy 
Rosales, Grace Royer—4.0, 
and Kenley Wilson—4.0

8th Honor Roll
Benjamin Bresley, Na-

talie Hanaman, and Ella 
Martin

7th High Honor Roll
Maren Atherton, Alex 

Beetz, Anna Cyrocki, Lay-
lie Denault, Dane Doyle, 
Mae Hagenbuch, Brody 
Hartt, Alex Holland, Addisyn 
Jones, Grady Jones, Ella 
Lewis, Peri Manning, Koop-
er Novak, Lily Soliman, 
Ryan Soliman, Joe Stewart, 
and Aden Tillman

7th Honor Roll
Addyson Allensworth, 

Breanna Martinez, and Nick 
Sheridan

6th High Honor Roll
Emily Diaz, Emma Huf-

faker, Elaina Koch, Kara 
Miars, Alexandrew Tillman

6th Honor Roll
Nolan Hagenbuch, Abbie 

Kreiser, James Whitmore
5th High Honor Roll
Charlee Dankenbring, 

Komen Denault, Hayley 
Diaz, Corbin Doll, Karson 
Doyle, Giselle Gonzalez, 
Leah Henkel, Kaylee Mac-
Donald, Abby Magallanes, 
Gaby Martinez, Ashlynn 
Rickels, Elsie Soliman, Ross 
Sondgeroth, Cole Tillman, 
and Charles Wilson

5th Honor Roll
Emily Diaz, Nolan Ha-

genbuch, and Abbie Kreiser

Conservation Achievement 
Scholarships offered 

SPRINGFIELD - Applications are being accepted by 
the Illinois Conservation Foundation (ICF) for the 2021 
Conservation Achievement Scholarship program. The ICF 
awards the annual Conservation Achievement Scholarships 
to encourage the next generation of leaders to preserve and 
enhance a sustainable outdoor environment.

Up to four one-time scholarships of $2,000 are given to 
outstanding high school seniors in Illinois who have demon-
strated effective, voluntary and long-term dedication to the 
preservation, protection, enhancement and/or promotion of 
Illinois’ natural resources.

Applicants must be seniors attending an Illinois high 
school who are residents of Illinois during the year of the 
scholarship award. One of the scholarships is earmarked for a 
qualified applicant who is a dependent of a current employee 
of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

The deadline to apply for the 2021 Conservation Achieve-
ment Scholarship is March 1, 2021. Detailed instructions and 
the application form can be accessed through the ICF website 
at https://ilconservation.org/What-We-Do/Scholarships. 

The Conservation Achievement Scholarships have been 
awarded since 2005 thanks largely to generous donations from 
numerous organizations and individuals. A total of $146,000 
has been awarded to 71 scholarship winners.

Contact the ICF  at (217) 785-2003 or dnr.icf@illinois.
gov for information or to donate to the scholarship program.

‘What’s New in the Kitchen?’ virtual cooking demonstration
PUTNAM COUNTY - The Putnam 

County Community Center will host 
University of Illinois Extension for a 
free virtual program, “What’s New in 
the Kitchen” on Friday, Dec. 4. The 
cooking demonstration and discussion 
will take place from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Join Susan Glassman in the kitchen 
as she discusses modern kitchen appli-
ances for the home kitchen. Thinking 

about purchasing a spiralizer,air fryer or 
an electric pressure cooker? Maybe you 
have one and don’t know how to use it.

Glassman will cover the research and 
discuss the purpose and functionality 
of each appliance. Learn the economic 
and environmental benefits and safe 
operation of these kitchen appliances. 

During the program, she will 
demonstrate how to make a recipe in 

an electric pressure cooker (instant pot) 
for everyone to see. After class, watch 
for handouts and recipes to appear in 
your e-mail along with a quick survey. 

For more information, please contact 
Susan Glassman, Extension Educator, 
Nutrition and Wellness Program. Please 
register by Dec. 3 at https://go.illinois.
edu/newinthekitchen or by calling (815) 
224-0889 for assistance.

Gerald T. Shannon 
MENDOTA - Gerald T. “Jerry” 

Shannon, 93, of Mendota passed 
away peacefully on Nov. 23, 2020 
at OSF Saint Paul Medical Center, 
Mendota.

There will be no visitation or 
services at this time. Cremation 
rites have been accorded. Plans 
are being made for a graveside 
memorial service with full military 
rites conducted by Mendota VFW 
Post 4079, burial at Restland Cemetery, Mendota and a 
“celebration of life” to follow. The services and burial are 
scheduled to take place on Saturday, July 3, 2021. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is assisting the family and handling 
the arrangements.

Jerry was born July 4, 1927 at home on the family farm 
in Troy Grove Township to James P. and Anita M. (Warren) 
Shannon. He married Rosalie M. Haremski at Saint Hyacinth 
Catholic Church in LaSalle on March 31, 1951. They were 
blessed to be married 61 years before she preceded him in 
death on Aug. 19, 2012.

Survivors include his children, Barbara A. (Larry “Mick”) 
Hartley of Mendota and James A. Shannon of Eureka; three 
grandchildren, Jesse (Cynthia) Hartley of Montclair, Calif., 
Heather (Gregg) Mumm of Troy Grove and Shannon Hartley 
of Mendota; five great-grandchildren, Karina, Justin and Aiden 
of Montclair, Calif. and Travis and Makenzie Rose of Troy 
Grove; two sisters, Ella B. (“Baynie”) Mahar of Mendota 
and (B.) Joyce Setchell of Princeton; one sister-in-law, Ann 
M. Zemenski of Oregon, Ohio; and many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces and great-nephews.

He was preceded in death by his wife, “Rosie;” one brother, 
James P. “Pat” Shannon; one sister, Helen S. Reppin; and 
several sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law.

Jerry attended the Pohl School and the Gorman School, both 
of which were little country schools in Meriden Township. He 
graduated from 8th grade in 1941 and then attended Mendota 
Township High School until 1943 completing through 9th 
grade. He was an honorable World War II veteran serving 
with the U.S Army from 1945-1947 and received a World 
War II Victory Medal during his active duty service. He spent 
35 years as a diesel mechanic working first at the (FS) Farm 
Supply Shop in Mendota and then at the Growmark, Inc. 
Shop in Yorkville before retiring in the fall of 1986. Then for 
several years, he worked for the News Tribune in LaSalle as 
a rural newspaper courier/carrier and then for the Schimmer 
Pontiac-Buick-Olds-Chevrolet dealership in Mendota (now 
Schimmer, Inc. Chevrolet-Buick) as a part-time driver for the 
dealership. His favorite hobby and passion for many years 
were his “Spring and Fall” annual fishing trips to Minnesota 
or Wisconsin with his fishing buddies, Abe and Bob. He also 
enjoyed a good card game of euchre with his friends and also 
his family at the annual Shannon holiday gatherings. But 
mostly, he enjoyed and loved his family especially visiting 
and telling his stories to his grandchildren and great-grand-
children. He was a lifetime member of Mendota Moose Lodge 
714 and Mendota VFW Post 4079. He also was a parishioner 
of Holy Cross Catholic Church, Mendota. Jerry will greatly 
and sadly be missed by all of his family and friends. May he 
now rest in peace with his wife in heaven amongst the angels.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to 
Mendota Moose Lodge 714, Mendota VFW Post 4079, the 
Illinois Veterans Home in LaSalle or directed to the family.

Extension 
offers free 
virtual 
programs 
to schools

OGLESBY - Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension 
is offering recorded, vir-
tual education lessons at 
no cost to schools to help 
meet classroom goals 
for learning. The initial 
program offering will 
include curricula in the 
areas of College & Ca-
reer Readiness, STEM/ 
STEAM, Animal Sci-
ence, and Nutrition & 
Wellness. 

Lessons serve grades 
K-9, and the virtual 
education options are 
designed to meet or 
supplement education-
al needs. The lessons 
can be aligned with 
Common Core State 
Standards and Next 
Generation Science 
Standards. These virtu-
al education programs 
will be available starting 
January 2021. 

To access the full 
f lyer,  visi t  exten-
s i o n . i l l i n o i s . e d u /
blmp/4-h-youth-de-
velopment and go to 
“Teacher Resources.” 
To register for any of the 
programs or to receive 
further information, 
contact Beth Dellatori, 
Extension Youth De-
velopment Educator, at 
beth5@illinois.edu or 
(815) 224-0889. 

Additional Exten-
sion resources and vir-
tual education programs 
will be available in the 
coming months. Please 
visit extension.illinois.
edu/blmp for updates 
and information.
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Edith Mitchell 
BYRON - Edith (Longcor) 

Mitchell, 100, of Byron, formerly 
of Mendota, died Nov. 28, 2020. 

Celebration of Edith’s long and 
full life will be held in the future, 
due to COVID-19. Grace Funeral 
& Cremation Service, Rockford is 
assisting the family.

Edith was born Jan. 11, 1920 
in Galesburg to Charles and Jes-
sie (Hoots) Longcor. She married 
Warren Preston Mitchell on Jan. 18, 1941. He preceded her 
in death.

Survivors include one son, Allan (Linda) Mitchell; two 
grandchildren, Carrie (Lou) Luttrell and Christopher (Peg 
Kruger) Head; four great-grandchildren, Derek and Kirsten 
Luttrell and Brittani and Adam Head; one sister, Eva (Mer-
le) Brown; nieces and nephews, Jennifer, Alvin, Thomas, 
Charles, Sammantha, Michael and their families; and an 
extended circle of family. 

She was preceded in death by her husband; one daughter, 
Elizabeth Mitchell; and one nephew, Jeffrey. 

Edith was employed as a nurses aid at Heritage Health in 
Mendota, where she worked until the age of 75. She was a 
member of the American Legion Ladies Auxiliary in Men-
dota. She enjoyed doing crossword puzzles, word searches 
and playing bingo. 

Share a memory or condolence at www.graceFH.com.

Karen L. Coffman 
PERU - Karen Lynn Coffman, 

70, of Peru, passed away Nov. 22, 
2020 at Illinois Valley Community 
Hospital, Peru.

Graveside services were held 
at 11 a.m. on Nov. 27 at Restland 
Cemetery, Mendota with Rev. 
Susan Presley officiating. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota handled 
the arrangements.

Karen was born March 13, 1950 
in Wood River to Robert and Irene (Tirello) Coffman.

Survivors include three sisters, Robin Coffman of Alton, 
Dawn Coffman of East Alton and Debbie (Frank) Fouts of 
Amboy; two nieces, Shawna (Frankie) Macchio of Merritt 
Island, Fla. and Laura (Andrew) Carr of Mendota; and her 
great nieces and nephews, Jackson Carr, Jacob Carr, Janae 
Carr and Jersie Carr, all of Mendota.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
Karen worked at SunRay Café in Cottage Hills for 15 years 

and at Specialized Services in Alton. She deeply loved her 
family and was adored by her nieces, Shawna and Laura who 
have sweet and happy memories that she made with them. 
Karen was a Child of God and made Jesus her Savior, was 
baptized and was faithful going to church as long as she was 
able. She was a precious soul who faced numerous challenges 
in her life and has received her Crown in Heaven that she so 
richly deserves. She will be greatly missed not only by her 
family but many that cared for her at Manor Court. The sun 
shines a little less bright as Karen has left this earth but oh 
how it glows even brighter in Heaven.

Memorials may be made the Mendota Food Pantry.

Mary Patricia Westfall
LEMONT - Mary Patricia (Fitz-

gerald) Westfall, 82, of Lemont, for-
merly of Mendota and Bolingbrook, 
died Nov. 26, 2020 after battling a 
short but serious illness. 

She was born Sept. 10, 1938 in 
LaSalle to Chance and Margaret 
(Kaufman) Fitzgerald. She married 
Lenny Westfall on Sept. 5, 1959. He 
preceded her in death.

Survivors include three children, 
Joel (Karyn), Dave (Cathy) and Tim (Dianne); four grand-
children, Nikki, Taylor, T.J. and Paige; one great-grandson, 
Harrison; and one brother, Jerry (Toni) Fitzgerald. 

She was preceded in death by her husband; one son, 
Matthew Westfall; and one sister, Andrea Benson.

Mary Patricia was a graduate of Mendota High School. 
She worked at the CBQ Railroad in Chicago and for decades, 
worked at the Bolingbrook Metropolitan Newspaper. Later 
in life, she worked at the Mendota Lutheran Home. She was 
a member of the Troy Grove Grange and the Sauk Valley 
Humane Society. She was a very determined woman and 
raised four sons. She often used the idiom “By Cracky!” to 
emphasize what she was saying. She was an enthusiastic 
baker, and delighted in making homemade cookies, cakes and 
pies for her sons and the other kids in the neighborhood. She 
produced homemade jelly from hand-picked grapes almost 
every year over the last 50 years. She shunned television 
throughout her life but was a passionate radio listener. She 
loved public radio shows such as “Car Talk” with Click and 
Clack and “Jazz with Dick Buckley.” She loved listening 
to jazz music, especially free form jazz. Mary Patricia was 
both a spiritual and religious person throughout her life and 
held onto her core beliefs in spite of changing her faith from 
Catholicism to Baptist and then back to Catholicism. She will 
be remembered as a kind, generous spirit that touched the 
lives of many with her warmth and a no-nonsense approach 
to everything. 

Marjorie J. Nance 
MENDOTA - Marjorie J. Nance, 

87, of Mendota passed away Nov. 
27, 2020 at OSF Saint Paul Medical 
Center, Mendota. 

Cremation rites have been ac-
corded. Due to COVID-19, a me-
morial service will take place at a 
later date. Wasmer Funeral Home is 
privileged to be assisting the family.

Marjorie was born April 19, 1933 
to Lucille (Erbes) Eddy Holman. She 
married Oscar Sessler on Jan. 1, 1949 in Mendota. On March 
17, 1972, she married Edward Nance in Ottawa.

Survivors include one daughter, Gail Sessler of Mendota; 
three sons, Ronald (Barbara) Sessler of Hennepin, Gary (Pat) 
Sessler of Mendota, and Rick Sessler of Mendota; three 
grandchildren;four great-grandchildren; one great-great-
grandson; and many grand cats. 

She was preceded in death by both husbands; her parents; 
one sister, Eleanor Zolper; one granddaughter, Staci Sessler 
on June 29, 2020; and one great-granddaughter, Skye Hannen 
on May 2, 2006. 

Marge was self employed over 22 years with Sessler 
Garbage Disposal in Mendota. She worked as a waitress 
at Sam’s Steak House and was a shift supervisor for Caron 
Yarn Factory in Mendota. She also spent time working at 
Del Monte and was a cook at “The Loft” for many years. 
She was then able to land a job with the Illinois Department 
of Corrections as a correctional officer until her retirement 
in 2001. She was born and raised as a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, where she was famously known for her 
ability to make unique quilts, and attended church faithfully. 
Marge loved to send cards, whether wishing someone a happy 
birthday or anniversary, saying we are thinking about you or 
sending get well wishes. 

Marge was very involved in her community and gave 
countless hours of her time to various organizations. She 
was a member of Mendota Elks Lodge 1212, serving as the 
second female Past Exalted Ruler; Mendota VFW Auxiliary 
4079, where she held many different officer positions; Women 
of the Moose 1567; Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem; 
and Independent Order of Odd Fellows-Rebekah, where she 
held every local and district level office but was best known 
as recording secretary. She held a certificate in food manage-
ment and was an Illinois Police Associate Member. She was 
a former member of TOPS and held officer positions. She 
was an avid bowler at the Bowl-Air in her younger years. 
She loved to bake pies and cook and collected bells and 
cookbooks. Always a hard worker, she bought the land and 
built the home she lived in since 1955. When not working 
or giving back to her community, she enjoyed quilting, cro-
cheting, artic painting and reading. She especially loved her 
cats. In her later years, she could be found at the gambling 
machines or playing the tickets.

Memorials may be directed to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
for quilts, youth or music, or to any organization helping 
animals in distress. Marge loved her cats and animals and 
would never allow an animal to starve.

Condolences may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.
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Lexi 
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TAKE A TURN FOR THE 
WORSE

See additional OBITUARY, Page A3

Mary Kathryn Sondgeroth 
MENDOTA - Mary Kathryn Sondgeroth, 87, of Mendota 

passed away Nov. 26, 2020 in the family home, surrounded 
by her loving family.

Mass of Christian burial will be private. Pallbearers will 
be Patrick Cashner, Daniel Cashner, Stephen Cashner, Andy 
Sondgeroth, Josh Randolph and Joel McComber. Wasmer 
Funeral Home is privileged to be assisting the family.

Mary was born Aug. 30, 1933 in Ohio, Ill. to Orville and 
Kathryn (Sharkey) Schultz. She married Robert Sondgeroth 
on April 7, 1956 in Ohio. 

Survivors include her husband of Mendota; one son, John 
(Patricia) Sondgeroth of Mendota; two daughters, Susan 
(Jeffrey) Spanier of Mendota and Rosemary Cashner of 
Chicago; seven grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; 
and two sisters, Alice O’Brien of Princeton and Patricia 
McDonald of Ohio. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; one son, Kevin 
on Nov. 27, 1980; and one granddaughter, Katie Sondgeroth 
on Feb. 18, 2019. 

Mary graduated from Ohio High School in 1950 and 
worked for Citizens First National Bank in Princeton until 
she and Bob began their family. She was a member of Sts. 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church and was involved in the 
Altar and Rosary Society, and was a member of the LaSalle 
County Home Extension.

Memorials may be directed to Holy Cross School.
Condolences may be sent to wasmerfuneralhome.com. 

Petra Perez 
MENDOTA - Petra Perez, 66, of Mendota passed away 

Nov. 24, 2020 at Heritage Health Mendota. 
A Memorial Mass was held at 1 p.m. on Nov. 28 with 

Rev. Peter Pilon officiating. Cremation rites were accorded. 
Burial of ashes will be private.

Petra was born April 22, 1954 in Jalisco Mexico to Jose 
Maria and Filibertha (Chavez) Perez. She married Joaquin 
Diaz on May 3, 2016. 

Survivors include her husband of Mendota; two sons, 
Jose (Veronica) Diaz of Mendota and Ricardo (Juana) Diaz 
of Mendota; two daughters, Alejandra Diaz of Montgomery 
and Maria Socorro (Enrique Santana) Diaz of Mendota; 19 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; three brothers, En-
rique (Guadalupe) Torres of Reno, Nev., Angel Torres and 
Eduardo Torres, both of Mexico; and two sisters, Magdalena 
Salazar of Carson City Nev. and Dolores Torres of South 
Lake Tahoe, Calif.

She was preceded in death by her parents; three sisters, 
her twin Refugio Perez, Eugenia Perez and Irma Torres; and 
one brother, Jose Perez.

Petra was a homemaker.
Memorials may be directed to the family. Wasmer Funeral 

Home was privileged to assist the family.
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Brad Cole, executive 
director of the Illinois Mu-
nicipal League, however, 
said many communities 
haven’t applied because 
they have “limited to no 
staff that can navigate the 
multiple steps put in place 
by (the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Econom-
ic Opportunity) to receive 
their allocation.”

He also said the state will 
not allow local governments 
to use the funds to aid local 
businesses that have suffered 
due to the pandemic.

“Some of the commu-
nities that are not applying 
for their allocation did not 
have specific costs that 
could be reimbursed, but 
they do have businesses 
that could have received the 
local economic support,” 
Cole said. “DCEO’s rules 
to restrict the usage of the 
funds left many communi-
ties unable to qualify for the 
money.”

on-site visits at the LaSalle 
home —  the first conducted 
by an official from the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs on Nov. 12, and then 
by an official from the state 
Department of Public Health 
on Nov. 17.

The reports document-
ed areas for immediate 
change, including replac-
ing all non-alcohol based 
hand sanitizers with alco-
hol-based sanitizers, per-
forming COVID-19 tests 
for residents and staff twice 
weekly, rather than once per 
week, and requiring staff to 
follow strict personal protec-
tive equipment guidelines.

Sen. Laura Ellman, D-Na-
perville, asked about the 
specific examples in the U.S. 
VA official’s report of staff 
violating PPE protocols. 

For instance, the report 
mentions staff were observed 
in full PPE walking through 
an administrative area of the 
home, as well as three staff 
members being seen in the 
facility’s kitchen with masks 
around their chins, eating, 
and all less than six feet from 
each other. The report also 
mentions staff seen wearing 
gloves to touch patients and 
multiple surfaces without 
changing or performing hand 
hygiene. 

“I’m just concerned that 
for those veterans that are 
receiving treatment, some of 
these practices could worsen 
their condition, which can be 
quick changes. What are the 
things that are being done at 
this facility to ensure that, 
on the treatment side, they 
are getting the proper care 
with the proper protocol?” 
Ellman asked.

Hart acknowledged that 
breaks in protocol were 
observed during the site 
visit, and said staff within the 
facility now are tasked with 
monitoring and enforcing 
proper PPE guidance.

Employees failing to prop-
erly wear PPE could increase 
the likelihood of virus trans-
mission between employees, 
but Hart said it can be difficult 
to pin down the precise origin 
when the virus is rampant in 
the community. 

“Let’s say two staff mem-
bers came down with COVID 
within a certain period of 
time. You don’t know if 
one of them is married to a 
frontline worker, or another 
one was in a bar downtown 
or they were just shopping 
for their groceries and had 
the bad luck to encounter the 
virus,” he said.

IDVA Chief of Staff 
Anthony Kolbeck said five 
employees at LaSalle con-
tinued to work at the home 
after being notified that they 
tested positive.

“In general, it was noti-
fication late at night. They 
were the only people there 
for that position. If they went 
home, it would create another 

issue and they volunteered to 
stay,” Kolbeck said during 
the hearing.

He said the five em-
ployees were working with 
patients who already tested 
positive.

The Senate hearing 
kicked off shortly after the 
IDVA announced the Acting 
Inspector General from the 
Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services will conduct 
an independent investigation 
into the outbreak at the La-
Salle home and IDVA “will 
immediately address any 
findings from that investiga-
tion,” according to an agency 
press release.

Chapa LaVia said the 
investigation could take 
between four to six months.

“We will make sure that 
we reconvene, so we can go 
over those findings, but we 
want to make sure that we 
get to the bottom of this. I 
thought it very important 
to go above and beyond,” 
she said, noting the review 
would be independent and 
conducted from outside the 
department. 

Chapa LaVia pointed to 
the increasing spread of the 
virus in LaSalle County as an 
explanation for the outbreak 
at the veterans’ home.

Beginning Oct. 23, La-
Salle County’s COVID 
seven-day average positivity 
rate jumped from 7.2 per-
cent to 13.1 percent in just 
one week, according to the 
IDPH website. By Nov. 6, 
the county’s productivity rate 
reached 18.5 percent and, by 
the following week, it rose to 
20.5 percent. As of Nov. 21, 
it was 16.2 percent. 

“The people who care for 
our heroes in the homes live 
within the communities they 
serve,” she said. “But when 
community spread of this vi-
rus is high, staff can fall prey 
to infection, no matter how 
conscientious they have been 
about following protocols.”

Schimpf said the other 
veterans’ homes located in 
similarly affected communi-
ties have not seen cases and 
deaths spike, as they have in 
the LaSalle facility.

Specifically, he cited Ad-
ams County, where the Illi-
nois Veterans Home at Quin-
cy is located, and Kankakee 
County, where the Manteo 
Veterans’ Home is located.

“The reason I think that’s 
relevant is you have COVID 
running rampant through 
places besides LaSalle, but 
yet the Veterans Home in a 
Manteo and Quincy have been 
able to largely avoid the type 
of tragedy that we’ve seen in 
LaSalle,” Schimpf said.

The Quincy home has 
reported one COVID-19 
related resident death, and it 
currently has 13 positive res-
idents and 18 positive staff.

The Manteo home has re-
ported 17 COVID-19 related 
resident deaths, and it current-
ly has zero positive residents 
and eight positive staff.

Home
Continued from Page A1

Vaccine
Continued from Page A1

Hoffman went through a 
weeklong set of interviews 
in mid-October, then wait-
ed four days for the grand 
announcement on the FFA 
convention’s video con-
ference.

“This is an extreme honor 
for Miriam and SIU,” said 
Susan Graham, the assistant 
to the dean in the College 
of Agricultural, Life and 
Physical Sciences. “For SIU 
to be represented by one of 
our outstanding students 
demonstrates the quality 
of students the university 
attracts on a national level. 
SIU had the attention of hun-
dreds of thousands watching 
during the election process. 
It was a great night for all of 
us, and it will be a great year 
for Miriam.”

Empathy and ideas
Hoffman is also a Provost 

Scholar and part of the Uni-
versity Honors Program – not 
to mention a member of the 
first all-female state officer 
team for FFA in Illinois 
(2018-19). She quips that the 
way her brain works can “be 
exhausting.”

“I can see all sides of an 
issue,” she said, believing 
that empathy will be one of 
the strongest characteristics 
she’ll bring to a post that 
hasn’t been held by an FFA 
member from an Illinois 
university since 2006.

Hoffman, who had trans-
ferred from Illinois Valley 
Community College, has 
certainly been noticed in her 
time in Carbondale. Profes-
sors and peers rave about 
her leadership qualities, 
feeling fortunate to have her. 
Likewise, Hoffman said she 
appreciates the support and 
community, and the nearby 
head-clearing hiking.

Hoffman
Continued from Page A1

Facing the future 
with confidence

Soon, she will move to 
Indianapolis to focus on her 
national board responsibili-
ties and resume her studies 
at SIU in spring 2021.

“I really think there’s an 
opportunity for our group to 
step up and serve,” she said.

Normally, the work at 
FFA would include a lot of 
travel. Now, it’ll likely fea-
ture more online interactions. 
Hoffman laughs at how far 
she’s come in accepting any 
type of meeting.

“I’ve generally been very 
shy, and all of the personality 
tests I’ve ever taken label me 
an introvert,” she said. “But 
I do think leadership takes 
all styles, and I think I’ve 
grown up and gained a lot 
of independence.”

She recently read that the 
best time to be a leader is in 
difficult or uncertain times.

Hoffman said her confi-
dence and sense of mission 
have built since losing the 
previous election, plus serv-
ing a valuable internship last 
summer as a consultant at 
Continuum Ag, a company 
that works with producers 
(and examines trade policy) 
from southeast Iowa to South 
Africa.

“I was everywhere, from 
running social media to going 
out to the cornfields,” she 
said. “I think I have a lot to 
offer, and it’ll be exciting to 
be around a great group of 
people.”

“I think I have a 
lot to offer, and 
it’ll be exciting to 
be around a great 
group of people.”

–Miriam Hoffman

Sublette Christmas tree
Village president John Stenzel and some of Santa’s 
helpers erected and decorated the village Christmas 
tree recently in downtown Sublette. The tree is light-
ed nightly and adds a festive spirit to the town. Local 
businesses will be adding decorated trees to the area to 
add further to the holiday décor. (Photo contributed)

By Mike Weitl
PERU – If you need to re-

place your lost or misplaced 
Social Security card, our 
online application makes 
getting a replacement card 
easier than ever. Requesting 
a card replacement online 
is available if you live in 
the District of Columbia 
or one of the 45 states that 
can verify state ID informa-
tion for us. If you’re only 
requesting a replacement 
card and you’re making no 
changes, you may be able to 
use our free online service.

All you need to do is 
create a personal my Social 
Security account at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount and 
meet certain requirements. 
Opening a personal my 
Social Security account 
is easy, convenient, and 
secure. We protect your 
information by using strict 
identity verification and 
security features. Once you 
have a personal account, 
simply follow the instruc-
tions to request a replace-
ment Social Security card.

You can apply for a 
replacement card online, 
if you meet all of the fol-
lowing requirements:

• Are a U. S. citizen age 
18 or older with a U.S. 
mailing address (this in-
cludes APO, FPO, and DPO 
addresses).

• Are not requesting 
any changes to your card 
(including a name change).

How to replace a missing 
Social Security card online

• Have a valid driver’s 
license or state-issued iden-
tification card.

In many cases, you may 
not need a replacement 
card; often, simply know-
ing your Social Security 
number is enough.

But if you do need a re-
placement card, please visit 
our website at www.ssa.
gov/ssnumber to find out 
if you can take advantage 
of this convenient online 
service.

(Weitl is the Social Securi-
ty District Manager in Peru.)

815-539-5985
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phone number. The editor reserves the right to 
publish, condense, revise or reject any submis-
sions.

By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – The political obituaries for Mike 

Madigan may well be premature.
Don’t be surprised if come January he rises Lazarus-

like from his civic grave to be elected to another term 
as speaker of the House.

That’s not a prediction. It’s more a statement of 
political reality in Illinois: expect anything. 

After all, no state – or federal -- legislative leader 
in the history of the United States has led a chamber 
longer than Madigan.

His secret? He is void of any deep-seeded political 
principle – other than winning.

Over the years, he’s been both pro-life and pro-choice. 
He railed against Rod Blagojevich’s dishonesty. Then 
he co-chaired his re-election campaign. And then he led 
the charge to have him impeached. 

Some years, he has been a bust-the-bank, big-spend-
ing liberal. Other years he plays the role of the fiscal 
conservative. Republicans and Democrats alike scratch 
their heads, wondering where in the political spectrum 
he will land.

Today, he is in more political danger than at any 
time in his political career, which spans half a century. 
He has been speaker of the House for all but two years 
since 1983.

Members of his caucus began to openly turn on Madi-
gan during the summer, after the inquiry into influence 
peddling by the behemoth electric utility Commonwealth 
Edison came to light. But things began to really unravel 
after two ComEd executives and lobbyist with a close 
friendship with Madigan were indicted.

So far, 18 Democrats have announced they will not 
support reelecting Madigan as Speaker in January. This 
presumably leaves him with 55 votes – five short -- of 
the 60 needed to retain his leadership post. 

Despite the apparent vote shortfall. Madigan issued 
this statement: “The decision on the next speaker of 
the Illinois House will be made at a caucus, after a full 
discussion of the issues facing our state and the quali-
fications of the candidates. I plan to be a candidate for 
speaker, and today I confirmed that I continue to have 
support from a significant number of House Democratic 
caucus members.”

And there is the rub. He may lack the votes to at least 
initially get himself elected, but with the support he does 
have, he could effectively deny anyone else the post. 

At a time when the state is in a fiscal crisis and bearing 
the brunt of a deadly pandemic, the House could be at 
loggerheads over who will lead it for the next two years.

“It would be very difficult for any of those members 
who have publicly said they won’t support Madigan 
to change their position,” said Charles Wheeler III, 
a longtime statehouse reporter and retired journalism 
professor at the University of Illinois-Springfield. 

Any flip-flopper would almost certainly draw a chal-
lenger in the next primary or general election.

But if it becomes a prolonged battle to elect a speaker, 
some of those who defected from the Madigan camp may 
be lured back just to end the nightmare of a deadlocked 
House. For example, in 1975, it took three weeks and 
93 votes of the Illinois House before Bill Redmond was 
elected Speaker. 

If such a marathon election were to happen again, 
some members might abandon their publicly stated 
positions just to bring the acrimony to an end. 

I don’t see Madigan leaving the Speakership without 
a fight. During the past half century, he has repeatedly 
reinvented himself. When he was first elected to Spring-
field, he was a law-and-order Democrat. Later he voted 
to abolish the death penalty.

He earned a reputation as a fierce ally of the trial 
lawyers. But he shoved a medical malpractice reform 
measure through the House over their objection, when 
he perceived it would benefit his caucus. 

Organized labor has long adored Madigan, but that 
didn’t prevent him from forcing through a pension reform 
measure over their strenuous objections.

His only consistent principle is that Democrats should 
control the House and he should be speaker. 

Even love couldn’t dislodge him from the post he 
holds. 

In early 2013,  his daughter, Lisa, was considering a 
run for governor and raising campaign money for such a 
bid.  Then in July of that year she announced she would 
instead seek a fourth term as attorney general rather than 
challenge then-Democratic Gov. Pat Quinn.

“I feel strongly that the state would not be well-served 
by having a governor and speaker of the House from the 
same family and have never planned to run for governor 
if that would be the case,” she said in a statement. “With 
Speaker Madigan planning to continue in office, I will 
not run for governor.”

The following month Mike Madigan told reporters, 
“Lisa and I had spoken about that on several occasions, 
and she knew very well that I did not plan to retire.”

“She knew what my position was,” he said. “She 
knew.”

So, if he wouldn’t retire as speaker to help his own 
daughter, don’t expect him to call it quits to help his 
own party.

We’re in for a fight. 
(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and 

a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com.)

Is Madigan machine done?

By Rich Lowry
It already seems clear that the first major political and 

culture eruption of the Biden years will be a roiling populist 
backlash against the next round of COVID restrictions. 

We saw this sentiment play out in sporadic anti-lockdown 
demonstrations last spring and it has driven ongoing resis-
tance to masks, but it is, in all likelihood, about to reach an 
entirely new level - fueled by exhaustion with the virus, elite 
hypocrisy and the shattered credibility of the public-health 
establishment. 

The ascension of Joe Biden will add force to the reaction. 
It is an iron law of American politics that whichever party 
doesn’t control the presidency will suspect the other of plot-
ting to impose a tyranny, so the fear and loathing of COVID 
restrictions, somewhat muted on the right while Donald 
Trump was president, will deepen and intensify. 

The right’s populism and limited-government impulse, 
which separated in the Trump years, will presumably be 
reunited in the push against lockdowns in a way that they 
haven’t been since the Tea Party.

“Lockdowns. Mask police. Curfews. What about free-
dom?” asked conservative Rep. Jim Jordan in a recent tweet, 
forecasting things to come. 

It’d be much better if we could find a prudent middle path 
through the next several months, as the pandemic enters its 
worst phase and as new vaccines arrive that will soon start 
changing everything. But a significant segment of the Amer-
ican public has lost its patience with a new normal that has, 
at times, been arbitrary and poorly thought through. 

When the new virus first hit our shores and we knew much 
less about it, the case for lockdowns was strong to keep the 
health-care system from getting overwhelmed and to play 
for time (and better treatments). In retrospect, though, the 
nationwide lockdowns of the spring closed down some states 
before they experienced their initial waves of the disease, 

imposing economic, mental health and medical costs without 
much upside. 

After that kind of sacrifice, it’s hard to double-dip and ask 
people to do it again. 

Especially when the latest advice ran against the grain of 
one of the nation’s oldest traditions, namely Thanksgiving, 
and when prominent pro-restriction officeholders discredit 
themselves with their own behavior. 

In mid-November, Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot told 
residents of her city: “You must cancel the normal Thanks-
giving plans. Particularly if they include guests that do not 
live in your immediate household.” Yet just days earlier she 
happily had joined a crowd celebrating Joe Biden’s election 
victory. During this moment, the political class should have 
been especially sensitive to playing by its own rules, when 
those rules have been so relatively easy to bear for the elite 
and so punishing for ordinary workers. 

To simplify and generalize, at the start of this year, they 
downplayed the virus for fear that it would stoke xenophobia. 
Then, they lurched into five-alarm-fire mode. 

They poured cold water on masks before turning around 
and insisting on them despite ambiguous evidence on the 
efficacy of cloth masks. 

They preached the gospel of social distancing until mass 
Black Lives Matter protests erupted, blessing these huge, 
often unruly gatherings because fighting racism is supposedly 
a paramount public-health issue. 

The upshot will be poisonous contention in the months 
ahead before the advent of that most American solution - 
the clever technological fix, in the form of transformative 
vaccines.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The coming anti-COVID restriction backlash

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Dec. 3, 1997.)
By Jessica Nashold

There were simultaneous meetings 
of the Mendota City Council and the 
Chamber of Commerce Businessmen’s 
Council on the evening of Dec. 1, 1947. 
Mayor Glenn Momeny and Ald. R.W. 
Lipke met with the businessmen. Ald. 
Fred Welsch acted as mayor pro tem for 
the city council.

Alderman Welsch reported on 
complaints being received because of 
flaws in the performance of the Karpark 
parking meters. The Karpark accepted 
pennies for the first hour, but would take 
only nickels in the second hour. Some 
meters didn’t operate even when the 
coins were inserted properly.

Alderman Welsch received very 
little support from the rest of the 
aldermen on his objections.
The council adjourned, but before 

the alderman left the building they were 
joined by the businessmen. The coun-
cil meeting was resumed and Frank 
Gulick, Chamber secretary-manager, 
suggested checking out other meters 
before the six-month trial period for 
Karpark expired. The council then 
voted to ask Karpark if it had developed 
meter that would register pennies and 
nickels in any order. If not, other meters 
would be investigated.

***
Santa’s first visit to Mendota during 

1947 holidays occurred on Dec. 6. He 
arrived by plane at the Mendota airport, 
piloted by Chance Fitzgerald, and was 
driven to the business district. He was 
joined by Maralyn Ashley, who had 
been crowned Miss Merry Christmas at 
the Kanteen, by Mayor Momeny. After 
a parade through downtown Mendota, 
Santa was established in his headquar-
ters tent in the park.

Prior to Santa’s arrival, youngsters 
had enjoyed a free show at the State 
Theatre – “Life With Blondie.” Each 
child received a small gift.

***
The Elks received a phone call from 

the manager of the Brunswick-Bal-
ke-Collender bowling team, the Min-
eralites, on Dec. 4, 1947. He said they 
could play in Mendota on Dec. 20. A 
match with the top five bowlers at the 
Elks was arranged. The Reporter printed 
scores of the Big Twelve each week, 
usually headed by Marty Masear. The 
1947 match would be the 14th consec-
utive time the Mineralites had played 
at the Elks alleys.

***

A drive to fund Sister Elizabeth Ken-
ny’s fight against polio was launched in 
Mendota with Reporter editor Richard 
Leiser in charge. Hundreds of nurses 
were being trained to administer Ken-
ny’s treatment. A Kenny Mercy Plane 
transported patients to a treatment cen-
ter. Although the principal center was in 
Minnesota, a clinic had been established 
in Illinois, in Centralia. Each week, The 
Reporter printed names of contributors 
to the fund and the amount donated.

***
Mendota Kiwanis undertook a fund-

raising effort to purchase a special car 
for Gilford Moss, a paralyzed Mendota 
veteran, being treated at the Veterans’ 
Administration Hospital in Hines. He 
also had employment in Chicago and 
had been driven to work by another 
veteran who was now leaving Hines. No 
government help was available to pro-
vide transportation. Hence the need for 
a special car Moss could drive himself.

On Presentation Day, he was honored 
at a Kiwanis luncheon in the Gold Room 
of the Hotel Faber. A new Oldsmobile 
Club Sedan with hand controls was 
presented to him on Jefferson Street, 
south of the hotel. Boy Scouts were 
present for the ceremony as they were 
about to start a paper drive that day with 
proceeds to be applied to the car fund. 
They hoped to raise $100.

***
Co-captains Al Loach and Pen 

Faber led the Trojans to victory in the 
opening game of the basketball season 
at LaMoille, 50-22. This was followed 
by a 51-47 win at Earlville.

MHS cheerleaders adopted new 
uniforms. Sweaters from Corbin’s 
Sport Shop in LaSalle were gold, with 
a Trojan head and “Pep Squad” on the 
back. Pleated purple skirts were made 
by the Home Ec department and the 
outfit was topped by a purple beanie.

This will be adopted as the tra-
ditional cheerleading uniform.

***
The American Legion memorial 

book with pictures and records of area 
servicemen was nearly ready for the 
publishers.

Any others wishing to be includ-
ed should act immediately.

***

Sts. Peter & Paul congregation in 
Peterstown marked the 75th anniversary 
of its church building. A frame church 
erected on four acres of land acquired 
from Willard Graves in 1853 had been 
destroyed by fire. Work on a new church 
was begun in October 1867 and com-
pleted in 1872. The first pews had been 
made by the parishioners, but had been 
replaced in 1942.

***
The King’s Daughters of the Presby-

terian church raised a fund to purchase 
chimes for the organ. Delivery was 
expected before Christmas. It had been 
“a great undertaking.”

They feel the entire congregation 
will appreciate the fact when 
the chimes are heard for the 
first time.

***
Prescott Brothers announced they 

would conduct truck testing for 1948 
license plates on Saturdays only, be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Phone for appointment.
***

H.D. Conkey & Co. provided new 
uniforms for the Junior League base-
ball team. The company also gave 
permission to use the Conkey baseball 
diamond in 1948.

***
R.C. Hawley, LaSalle County 

Superintendent of Schools, released 
results of a county-wide survey. When 
started on Dec. 1, 1945, there had been 
262 districts, which had been reduced 
to 166 by Sept. 1, 1947. A final report 
was due June 1, 1948.

A Mendota unit had been proposed, 
which would include all of Mendota and 
Troy Grove townships, plus parts of 
Dimmick, Meriden, Ophir and Waltham 
townships.

***
Cy Bradish, a representative of 

the Veterans’ Administration office in 
LaSalle, spoke at a Legion meeting in 
Mendota regarding National Service 
Life Insurance.

Those interested in converting 
their army insurance were as-
sisted by Bradish in filling the 
proper form.

***
It was predicted that when the 1948 

football season arrived there would be 
TV sets in a million American homes. 
There were 14 stations with regular 
programs and six to 12 more were 
expected to be broadcasting before the 
end of 1947.

Production estimates – 750,000 
sets in 1948.

Airing parking meter problems – 1947
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265
firststatebank.biz

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-915-4170
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BEAUTY SALON
J.C.’s Headquarters
Hair • Nails • Massage • Tanning
810 Washington St. • 815-538-5171

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290
Fax 815-538-7032  
email: tux_dawg@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations -  
Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road • Sublette 
815-849-5476

RECYCLING  
Buckman Iron & Metal
705 5th St. 
815-539-9563

RESTAURANTS  
Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM, ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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The 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 
Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, 

Focus House, 
Shining Star Children’s Advocacy 

Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, Hub City Senior 

Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar! 
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________

Clip and mail this form along with $22 
($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 

Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we
will mail it out to you!
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2021 From The Heart Cash
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office

• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we
will mail a 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you!
Shipping fees are added to cost.

We REPORT
To YOU

Subscribe Today!
12 Months

 (Lee, Bureau and 
LaSalle Counties) 

$5200

12 Months
 (Out of Area)

$7235

703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 • 815-539-9396
M-F 8-5 • www.mendotareporter.com

04242019

ATTENTION SANTA’S HELPERS:

MENDOTA OPERATION
ELF ACTION

PICK A NAME OFF 
THE TREE!

After shopping for that special child, the gifts 
should be dropped off at Eureka Savings Bank 

by Saturday, Dec. 5. You may call ahead or 
go through the drive-up to let them know you 
are dropping off a gift. Financial support is 
also being accepted and may be dropped off 

at the Chamber office in December. For more 
information, call the Mendota Chamber of 

Commerce at 815-539-6507.

11
18

20
20

“Christmas Elves” with names and ages of needy 
children will be set up at Purpose Nutrition, Schim-
mer Chevrolet-Buick and Ziggie’s Family Restaurant 
in Mendota.
People will also be able to go through the following 
Mendota financial institution drive-ups to request 
names: Eureka Savings Bank, Financial Plus Credit 
Union, First Federal Savings and First State Bank.

1601487

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

I’m here to help life go right™ – 
so you can enjoy it, while I  
help protect it. Let’s talk about 
your life insurance options.  
CALL ME TODAY.

We protect it. 
You live it.

Kurt Bruno, Agent
1103 Main Street

Mendota, IL  61342
Bus: 815-539-3878

kurt.bruno.gtoz@statefarm.com

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker warned of anoth-
er looming economic crisis 
for the state and nation if 
Congress does not act soon 
to reauthorize extended 
unemployment benefits for 
people displaced from their 
jobs due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I can’t overstate the im-
plications of this,” Pritzker 
said. “Without assistance 
from Congress, four weeks 
from now there will be no 
way to replace these benefits 
for the hundreds of thousands 
of Illinoisans impacted by 
these programs, which have 
become an essential lifeline 
for people who lost their jobs 

Pritzker warns of looming crisis if jobless programs aren’t extended
due to the pandemic. This is 
incredibly dire.”

Pritzker was referring to 
two programs created under 
the federal Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Secu-
rity, or CARES Act, which 
Congress passed in March.

They include the Pan-
demic Emergency Unem-
ployment Compensation 
program, which provides 
an additional 13 weeks of 
unemployment benefits for 
people who have exhaust-
ed their regular jobless 
benefits, and the Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance 
program, which provides 
benefits to gig workers, 
independent contractors 
and other self-employed 
individuals who don’t nor-

mally qualify for traditional 
unemployment insurance.

Both of those programs 
are 100-percent funded by 
the federal government, al-
though they are administered 
through state unemployment 
agencies like IDES, and both 
are set to expire Dec. 26.

According to U.S. De-
partment of Labor data, more 
than 204,000 Illinoisans 
filed new claims for extend-
ed benefits under PEUC 
during the last week of Oc-
tober while another 177,000 
self-employed workers were 
receiving continuing benefits 
under PUA.

Those numbers were in 
addition to the more than 
337,000 Illinoisans who were 
receiving continuing benefits 

under the traditional unem-
ployment insurance program 
at the end of October.

The Illinois Department 
of Employment Security 
reported last week that the 
state’s unemployment rate 
fell to 6.8 percent in October, 
down from 10.4 percent in 
September. At the same time, 
however, the total number of 
nonfarm jobs in the state de-
clined by about 1,100, to just 
over 5.7 million, a sign that a 
large number of people have 
fallen out of the workforce.

Although the Democrat-
ic-controlled U.S. House 
passed a bill earlier this year 
to extend those programs as 
part of a broader economic 
stimulus package, the Re-
publican-controlled Senate 
has not.

Among the issues sep-
arating the two sides is 
whether to provide direct 
financial help to state and 
local governments, which 

many Republicans in the 
Senate oppose, and whether 
to provide employers with 
civil immunity from lawsuits 
by workers who contract 
COVID-19, which Republi-
cans have sought but many 
Democrats oppose.

“So unless the Republi-
can Senate gets a stimulus 
bill moving in December, 
Republicans will be putting 
a big lump of coal in the 
Christmas stockings of a 
whole lot of American fam-
ilies,” Pritzker said.

Amid the surge in un-
employment claims during 
the pandemic, IDES has 
been beset with backlogs 
and delays in processing the 
unprecedented volume of 
claims coming in each week, 
but the head of that agency 
said it has been making sig-
nificant progress to improve 
the work flow.

Kristin Richards, acting 
director of IDES, said that 

during the peak of the pan-
demic in May, the agency 
received about 1.8 million 
phone calls in a single week 
– or about three per second 
– with only about 100 staff 
workers to answer them.

Since then, she said, IDES 
added hundreds of in-house 
and contractual staff, set up 
a “callback only” system in 
which calls are returned in the 
order they were received, and 
implemented other changes 
to streamline the handling of 
calls based on the nature of a 
claimant’s issue. As a result, 
she said, many claimants 
are now receiving callbacks 
within seven to 10 days.

“There are complex issues 
in our adjudication process 
that may require some more 
patience,” Richards said. 
“But we’re happy to say that 
in many cases, claimants can 
hear from us within one to 
two weeks or less.”

Richards and Illinois 
Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul also noted that IDES 
has been dealing with an 
unprecedented volume of 
fraudulent claims, mainly as 
a result of nationwide data 
breaches that have enabled 
some to file claims using 
stolen identities and Social 
Security numbers.

Raoul reminded Illinois-
ans that if they receive 
anything in the mail about 
an unemployment claim 
that they did not file, either 
a debit card or a letter say-
ing they’ve been approved 
for benefits, it likely means 
that an application was filed 
by an identity thief, and the 
recipient should not try to 
access those benefits.

He advised all Illinois-
ans to closely monitor their 
financial accounts and credit 
reports and to put a freeze 
on their credit cards if they 
suspect improper activity.

Information about how 
to report suspected identity 
theft and how to protect a 
consumer’s information is 
available on the Attorney 
General’s website.
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4M Graphix
Advanced Auto Parts
ARS Auto Repair Specialists
August Hill Winery  & Illinois 

Sparkling Co.
Beck’s BP Rt. 251
Casey’s General Store
Cindy’s on 34
Cute Nails
CVS/pharmacy
De La O’s
Dr. Tara Van De Wyngaerde O.D., 

P.C.
El Rey Del Taco
El Zarape

Expressions Nail Salon
Floralcrest Inc.
Head Hunter Salon & Day Spa
JC’s Headquarters
Lakeside Liquors
Lube Cube Plus
Main Street Station
Mauch Carpentry, Inc.
McDonald”s
Mendota Area Y
Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
Mendota Moose Family Center
Mendota Shell
Mendota Sport Shop
Moore Tires

Nightingale’s Thrift Shop
Parkway Restaurant
Pizza’s by Marchelloni
Pohl’s Office Supply
Purpose Nutrition
Road Ranger
Rosati’s Pizza Pub
Sew Quiltable
Specialty Body & Paint
Sports-N-Stuff
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware
Subway
Subway I 39
Sullivan’s Foods
Sullivan’s Ace Hardware

Taco Madre
The Mendota Reporter
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 

Cooling & Electric
Uncle Joe’s
Walter Bros. Plumbing, Heating, 

& Cooling
Ziggie’s Family Restaurant

Nov. 14 is the kickoff date for the Mendota Chamber’s 2020 Shop Local Promotion. The Shop Local promotion will run from 
Nov. 14 through Dec. 31 at participating businesses.

For every $10 spent in a participating business, you will receive one sticker. In order to qualify, you must turn in a full card 
and each card must have stickers from at least three of the participating businesses.

Bring in your full cards to the Mendota Chamber Office at 800 Washington St. by noon Monday, Jan. 4, 2021. Drawing will 
take place Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021. The Grand Prize includes over $1,000 in merchandise & gift cards from our participating 
businesses. Three consolation gifts baskets worth over $300 in merchandise & gift cards. Ten additional consolation 
winners will receive $20 in Chamber Gift Certificates.

Shop Local 

& WIN!
2020 Participating Businesses

MGG2020

Great Holiday Gifts!
Gift Cards To Your Favorite 

Retailers & Restaurants

1102 Meriden St., Mendota

815-539-9341

M
G

G
20

17

Over 90 Years Serving 
Our Communities

HIGHWAY 52, SUBLETTE, IL 61367 • 815-849-5232 • www.vaessenbrothers.com

Great Deals, 
            Great Service 
                             Since 1926

MGG2020

Looking for a truly 
“Mendota” gift?

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!
Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on 

your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives, 
friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates! 

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and 
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
Gift Certificate
No Expiration Date

Mrs. Jane Doe
Fifteen and 00/100..................Dollars
Presented by The Johnson Family

Date, Dec. 1, 2020
$15.00

Signature:_____________________

MGG2020

 Fresh Fruit 
Baskets
made to order

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
Phone: (815) 539-9341

Hours: 6am - 9pm
7 Days a Week

Make Sullivan’s Your
Christmas Headquarters!

Fresh Cut
Prime Rib
- Cut to Order -
(see store for details)

Sullivan’s
GIFT CARDS

Make
GREAT

STOCKING
STUFFERS!

MGG2020

Custom Made
• Deli Fresh Meat Trays
• Meat & Cheese Trays

• Hams • Turkeys • Holiday Roasts

Fresh Holiday 
Wreaths

SPORTS-N-STUFF
41ST ANNIVERSARY SALE

December 3, 4 & 5
41% OFF  

‘in stock’ single item  
- excludes letter jackets

      Hours: Dec 3 & 4 - 8 am - 3 pm,  
Dec 5 - 8 am - 1 pm

804 WASHINGTON ST - (815)539-6354

M
G

G
20

20

Jerry’s Flower Barn

Buy any regularly priced cash & carry holiday 
item, and then pick a candy cane for 

10-50% OFF!

It’s time for 

Candy Cane Discounts!!

701 Illinois Ave. • Mendota
(815) 539-6274

Now thru 
Christmas!
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THE BACK PAGE

• Same great content
• Identical in format to paper edition– 
Flip each page with a single click!

• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it–
eEdition is available sooner than home delivery!

• Back issues available

Your News, Your Way
Try the eEdition online at

www.mendotareporter.com

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail acaylor@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

DINGES FIRE COMPANY
Season’s Greetings

(815) 857-2000
www.dingesfire.com

PIONEER STATE BANK
137 South Main St. • Earlville • (815) 246-8411
235 Chicago Rd. • Paw Paw • (815) 627-2651

303 S. Pennsylvania Ave
Sublette • (815) 849-5242

3 E. Woodhaven Drive
Sublette • (815) 849-5918

MEMBER FDIC

VAESSEN BROS. CHEVROLET, INC.
Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year

Hwy. 52,  Sublette • (815) 849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

HANSON DRAINAGE SOLUTIONS
Sublette • (630) 330-7829

MENDOTA HILLS CAMPGROUND
642 US 52, Amboy • (815) 849-5930

KEVIN’S CATERING
Kevin & Julie Malach (owners)

(815) 849-5114

BONNELL’S GENERAL STORE, INC.
200 N. Reeve St,  Sublette

Happy Holidays!

ELLIE RAE’S BOUTIQUE
In the Village Mall

Wishes you a Happy Holiday

COUNTRY VILLAGE MEATS
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Call now to order your Prime Rib or Hickory
Smoked Ham
(815) 849-5532

ERBES REALTY, LLC.
1922 Tower Rd, Sublette • (815) 535-6295

www.erbes-realty.com

SUDS YER DUDS
In The Alley

100 S. Front St., Sublette

LA FIESTA
107 W. Main St., Sublette • (815) 849-9224

Daily Specials Available!

WOODHAVEN LAKES REALTY
May your home be filled With an abundance 

of Peace & Joy This Holiday Season!
(815) 849-5476

FURNITURE OVERLOAD
Happy Holidays!

100 S. Front St., Sublette

LOCAL CUP & CAKE
South Front St., Sublette

G. KLEIN CONSTRUCTION CO.
Sublette

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

LEFFELMAN AUTOMOTIVE
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette

(815) 849-5171

DON J. DINGES
Signs, Truck Lettering & Barn Quilts

Sublette • (815) 849-5582

SUBLETTE MECHANICAL
2025 Sublette Rd., Sublette • (815) 849-5223

SUBLETTE FARMERS ELEVATOR CO
100 W Main St., Sublette • (815) 849-5222

LEFFELMAN & ASSOCIATES
111 W Main St., Sublette • (815) 849-5219

WOODY TRUE VALUE HARDWARE 
STORE

1802 Sublette Rd.,Sublette • (815) 849-5107

SUBLETTE COLLISION CENTER
Autobody Services at affordable prices

We are the Best of a Bad Situation
(815) 849-9090

GREEN RIVER OAKS RESORT
Happy Holidays!
(815) 857-2815

DYNO DEAN MOWING
(815) 440-8461

Season’s Greetings!

SUBLETTE BP
(779) 245-5399 • Route 52

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

MAIN STREET REPAIR
205 Main St., Sublette • (815) 849-5225

WOODHAVEN LAKES ASSOCIATION
Happy Holidays!

509 LaMoille Rd., Sublette • (815) 849-5209

HD SEED 
BECK’S SEEDS

203  N. Front St., Sublette • (779) 348-1149

ROUTE 52 ROADHOUSE
101 N Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette

(815) 849-9999

VAESSEN IMPLEMENT REPAIR
542 US Route 52 • Sublette

(815) 849-9010 

ROEMMICH RESORT HOMES
1867 Tower Road • Sublette

(815) 849-5577 

ROD PIONEER SALES
463 Inlet Road • Sublette

(815) 849-5700 

PINE VIEW CAMPGROUND
Sleepy Hollow Road • Sublette

“All Good In The Woods”
(815) 857-3964

RV DOCTOR
1914 Tower Road • Sublette

(815) 849-5924

SUBLETTE SALOON
1831 Tower Road • Sublette

(815) 849-5470

HENKEL SEEDS
Cedar Grove Road • Sublette (Henkel)

SUBLETTE TRUCKING COMPANY INC.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

SHADY OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
577 US Highway 52 • Sublette

(815) 849-5424
www.shadyoakscc.com

The Village of Sublette Businesses 
welcome you to shop, dine and celebrate 
close to home this Holiday season! When 
you spend your dollars with locally owned 

and operated businesses, you also help 
support our area’s economic growth and 

vitality, making it a great place to call 
home for the holidays and all year!

11
25

20
20

ONLINE ONLY AUCTIONS
Surplus Equipment from 
One of America’s Largest PROCESSORS OF FRUIT & VEGETABLES

2 DAYS! – OVER 1,000 LOTS!
PROCESSING & CANNING EQUIPMENT

BID NOW!
Auction Ends: WEdNESdAY & ThURSdAY, 

dEC. 9 & 10 – 10 AM CST
3 Asset Locations: Mendota, Il • Sleepy Eye, MN • Rochester, MN

Surplus hEAVY FARM EQUIPMENT
OVER 80 LOTS! – BID NOW!

Auction Ends: FRIdAY, dEC. 11 – 10 AM CST

PLUS

www.schneiderind.com
1.314.863.7711

715 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815-539-5651

Brandon Pezanoski, Jackie Near, 
Mike Wasmer, Mary Ann Baughan, Tyler Full
Left to Right: Tyler Full, Jackie Near,
 Mike Wasmer, Mary Ann Baughan, 

Brandon Pezanoski

POLICE BLOTTER

OGLESBY – The Illinois 
Valley Community College 
agriculture program, along 
with partners AgView FS, 
Ford and Sons, GRAINCO 
FS, tenant farmer Luke Holly 
and University of Illinois 
Extension recently planted 
four cover crop demonstra-
tion plots on 60 acres of the 
college farm.

Plots include cereal rye, 
cereal rye and radish, oats 
and radish, and annual rye-
grass, turnips, and radish.

“Students will monitor 
the plots for biomass pro-
duction and changes to soil 
conditions while studying 
the impact of cover crops 

IVCC agribusiness major Luke Lovgren of Princeton 
prepares the seedbed prior to seeding cover crops on the 
college farm. (Photo contributed)

IVCC agriculture program plants
4 cover crop demonstration plots

Animals-Pet Waste 
Ordinance

• The purpose of this 
section is to establish require-
ments for the proper disposal 
of pet solid waste in the City of 
Mendota so as to protect pub-
lic health, safety and welfare, 
and to prescribe penalties for 
failure to comply.

• Requirement for dispos-
al. All pet owners and keepers 
are required to immediately 
and properly dispose of their 
pet’s solid waste deposited on 
any property, public or pri-
vate, not owned or possessed 
by that person.

• Exemptions. Any owner 
or keeper who requires the 
use of a disability assistance 
animal shall be exempt from 
the provisions of this section 
while such animal is being 
used for that purpose.

• Violations and penalties. 
Any person(s) who is found to 
have violated the provisions 
of this section shall be subject 
to a fine of no less than $25 
and no more than $75.

City Ordinance

on soil health,” said IVCC 
ag program co-coordinator 
and instructor Willard Mott.

The plots are on the cam-

pus farm south of the main 
campus and can be viewed 
from U.S. Route 251 and 
Orlando Smith Road.

NUMEROUS CHARGES
Connor J. Carreon, 27, 

of 812 Main St., Apt. 11, 
Mendota, was served with 
five traffic citations at 9:30 
p.m. Nov. 23 stemming from 
a crash investigation that 
began in the early morning 
hours of Nov. 22. Two of the 
traffic citations are Class A 
misdemeanors – leaving the 
scene of a property dam-
age accident and reckless 
driving. The other citations 
are operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle, disobeying a 
stop sign and driving on the 
wrong side of the road. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

ALCOHOL CHARGE
Henry L. Thompson, 

20, of 812 Main St., Apt. 7, 
Mendota, was charged with 

possession of alcohol under 
21 at 6:20 p.m. Nov. 24. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

ILLEGAL
ALCOHOL SALES
Jo A. Muro, 51, of 704 

Iowa Ave., Mendota, was 
charged with selling alcohol 
to someone under 21 at 6:20 
p.m. Nov. 24. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.
DOMESTIC BATTERY

Jennifer M. Francis, 32, of 
1011 Sixth St., Mendota, was 
charged with domestic battery 
after police officers responded 
to the area of 10th Avenue and 
Sixth Street for the report of a 
disturbance at 10:36 p.m. Nov. 
26. The subject was transport-
ed to the LaSalle County Jail 
to await a court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Andrew D. Cordova, 26, 

of 410 11th Ave., Mendota, 
was arrested at 2:57 a.m. 
Nov. 29 on a valid Vermilion 
County arrest warrant for 
possession and delivery of 
meth after police officers 
responded to the report of a 
disturbance at Uncle Joe’s 
Gaming, 900 Washington St. 
The subject was transported 
to Vermilion County.
AGGRAVATED BATTERY

Ethan A. Brown, 24, of 
728 ½ Main St., Mendota, 
was charged with aggravated 
battery after police officers 
responded to 1009 Steve 
Bowne Drive in reference to 
a fight at 3:28 p.m. Nov. 29. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County Jail 
for a bond hearing.
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NAME:                

AGE:                

ADDRESS:               

PHONE:              

All children 10 years old & younger are invited to color 
the Christmas scene shown here & submit to The Mendota 

Reporter for a chance to win fabulous prizes. 

Entries must be received at our office, 703 Illinois Ave., 
Mendota, by 3:00 p.m. Thursday, December 17. 

Winners will be notified.

Prizes awarded for: 
1st Place 
2nd Place 
3rd Place

Must be 10 or younger to enter.

Thanks to these fine sponsors for making this Coloring Contest possible. Happy Holidays!

Mendota Mutual  
Insurance Company

1019 Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-3426

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave. • Mendota • 815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy 52 • Sublette

815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-7801

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota • 815-539-9341

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave. • Mendota

Stephenitch Do It Best 
Hardware

1204 13th Ave • Mendota • 815-539-9394

City of Mendota
800 Washington St. • Mendota • 815-539-7459

Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave. • Mendota • 815-538-3557

Pioneer State Bank
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Earlville • 815-246-8411

“Building the Path to Your Success”
Member FDIC

Triple Service Plumbing, 
Heating, Cooling & Electric

801 Monroe St. • Mendota • 815-539-3828

First State Bank  
of Van Orin

200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 W. Main St. • 815-643-2121

Member FDIC

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota • 815-539-9311

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Dr. • Mendota • 815-539-3811

Meyers Furniture
1901 S St. Hwy. 251 •  Mendota • 815-539-6263

Carriage House Electric 
105 12th St.  • Mendota • 815-538-5598

Black Bros. Co.
501 9th Ave. •  Mendota • 815-539-7451

Schimmer Chevrolet-Buick
Rt. 251 S. • Mendota • 815-539-9343

State Farm
1103 Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-3878

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette

815-535-6295

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5656 • Member FDIC

First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • Mendota • 815-539-5651

Mendota Area  
Senior Services

1901 Tom Merwin Drive • Mendota
815-539-7700

First State Bank
706 Washington St.• Mendota
815-538-2265 • Member FDIC

More worksheets at www.education.com/worksheetsCopyright © 2010-2011 by Education.com © 2007 - 2020 Education.com
Find worksheets, games, lessons & more at education.com/resources
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SPORTS

INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

~ New Y App & Rewards Program
~ Youth & Adult Activities
~ FREE Group Exercise Classes
~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates
~ Young Adult Memberships
~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

417 US-34 • Mendota  

(815)538-4800
Mon-Sat 9-4  

Closed Sunday

Garden Center  
& Custom  

Landscape Design

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123

BUSINESS CARD 
BULLETIN BOARD

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

½ Price Day 1st & 3rd 
Saturdays

www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 
agents in 

your area!

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

1200 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-9394

Family owned & operated since 1893.
2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500

SPRINGFIELD – Hunt-
ers in Illinois should think 
safety before, during and 
after their time in the field this 
fall and winter as waterfowl, 
upland game, furbearer, and 
firearm and archery deer 
seasons provide ample op-
portunity to enjoy time in the 
outdoors in Illinois.

“We want to encourage 
hunters to make safety their 
first priority as they head 
out to enjoy what we hope 
will be a successful hunt-
ing season for everyone,” 
said Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) 
Director Colleen Callahan. 
“Illinois’ hunting heritage 
is best celebrated by making 
sure hunters can spend their 
time experiencing the bounty 
nature provides for us and 
returning home safely to 
plan for their next hunting 
adventure.”

Each year, Illinois’ busiest 
hunting season is the firearm 
deer season. The second fire-
arm deer season is Thursday, 
Dec. 3 through Sunday, Dec. 
6. The Illinois Archery Deer 
Season opened Oct. 1 and 
continues through Jan. 17, 
2021. Archery deer season 
is closed during the firearm 
deer weekends except in 
those counties where firearm 
deer hunting is not permitted.

The IDNR Office of Law 
Enforcement, which ad-
ministers the state’s Hunter 
Safety Education Program, 
has investigated seven hunt-
ing incidents so far during 
2020. In 2019, there were 
20 hunting incidents report-
ed in all hunting seasons in 
Illinois. Among the hunting 
incidents reported last year, 
10 involved hunters using 
elevated tree stands.

“Many mishaps involving 
elevated tree stands are pre-
ventable, and that’s why we 
remind hunters to use a Fall 

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Department of Nat-
ural Resources (IDNR) is 
now taking applications 
from youth and adult turkey 
hunters for 2021 spring 
turkey hunting on private 
land through the Illinois Rec-
reational Access Program 
(IRAP). 

“We’ve had many hunters 
and anglers use the program 
and continue to come back 
year after year,” said IDNR 
Director Colleen Callahan. 
“IRAP has been extremely 
popular and continues to 
expand as it adds more 
private property for access 
by hunters. Through IRAP, 
landowners allow public 
access to their property in ex-
change for a lease payment, 
a habitat management plan, 
and assistance with habitat 
restoration of their property. 
It is an ideal public/private 
partnership that delivers wins 
for the habitat, participants 
and landowners.”

The IDNR has leased 

Spring turkey hunting 
applications now open

nearly 19,000 acres of pri-
vate land for the upcoming 
2021 Spring Turkey Hunt-
ing Season through IRAP, 
creating 582 public access 
turkey hunting sites on those 
properties in 39 counties. 
Sites are available during 
the youth turkey season and 
during the third and fourth 
segments of the regular 
spring turkey season at no 
cost to the participant.

To take part as a youth 
hunter (age 17 and under), 
hunters and their supervisors 
must complete an IRAP ap-
plication online and submit it 
by Feb. 17, 2021 to be eligi-
ble for the youth drawing. A 
total of 224 sites are available 
for the two-weekend youth 
season (March 27-28, 2021 
and April 3-4, 2020).

Applications for IRAP 
Turkey Hunting sites can 
be found online at https://
www2.illinois.gov/dnr/con-
servation/IRAP/Pages/First-
time-Adult-turkey-hunting-.
aspx

Second firearm deer hunting season is Dec. 3-6

Arrest System (FAS) safety 
harness, no matter the type 
of elevated stand they are 
using,” said Jeff Hopkins, 
IDNR Safety Education 
administrator.

When utilizing a tree 
stand, hunters should check 
that their stand is installed 
properly. Hunters should 
check the harness and straps 
and replace worn straps if 
needed – and check the ladder 
and other equipment before 
they hunt to make sure they 
are in working order. Hunt-
ers also need to be mindful 
of weather conditions that 
could make stands and steps 
slippery, and they should 
have a cellphone within 
easy reach to call for help, if 

needed. Hunters can review 
tree stand safety online at 
http://www.huntercourse.
com/treestandsafety/

Safety educators and 
IDNR Conservation Police 
also remind everyone hunt-
ing with a firearm to: 

• Treat every firearm as if 
it is loaded, and never assume 
a firearm is unloaded; 

• Always point a firearm 
in a safe direction; 

• Be sure of the target, and 
make sure there are no other 
hunters, homes, buildings, 
vehicles or other animals 
beyond the target; and 

• Keep their finger out of 
the trigger guard and off the 
trigger until they are ready 
to shoot.

Other safety consider-
ations include ensuring 
heating sources are properly 
ventilated in hunting cabins 
and boats, wearing appropri-
ate, high visibility clothing 
while hunting (including 
blaze orange or blaze pink 
when required), and being 
familiar with the area being 
hunted.

For more details on Illi-
nois deer, waterfowl, upland 
game, furbearer and other 
hunting seasons this fall and 
winter, check the Illinois 
Digest of Hunting and Trap-
ping Regulations available 
on the IDNR website at 
https://www2.illinois.gov/
dnr/hunting/Pages/Hunt-
TrapDigest.aspx.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

Stop In Today To Place Your Ad
703 Illinois Avenue • Mendota

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: When is the new 
“Wonder Woman” movie 
coming out? Will it be 
in theaters 
or just pay-
per-view at 
home? I re-
ally want to 
see it on the 
big screen. I 
miss going 
to the mov-
ies. -- Y.G.

A: Some cinemas are 
still open across the country, 
but there aren’t many new 
releases. Many are showing 
re-releases with limited 
seating. “Wonder Woman 
1984,” again starring Gal 
Gadot in the title role, was 
originally set to premiere 
last December. Since then the 
film has had six release dates, 
with the latest being Dec. 25, 
2020, both in theaters and 
available for streaming for 
up to 30 days for HBO Max 
subscribers.

As you can gather from 
the title, “Wonder Woman 
1984” is set in the 1980s. In 
this sequel, the golden-las-
so-swinging superhero faces 
two new adversaries: Chee-
tah, played by Kristen Wiig 
(“Saturday Night Live”), and 
Max Lord, played by Pedro 
Pascal (“Game of Thrones,” 
“The Mandalorian”).

Gal Gadot

*** 
Q: I love the thrilling 

mystery series “The Fall” 
with Gillian Anderson. When 
will the second season air on 
TV? -- B.B.

A: The British-Irish crime 
procedural series starring 
Gillian Anderson (“X-Files”) 
and Jamie Dornan (“Fifty 
Shades of Grey”) as the serial 
killer she’s pursuing is now 
airing on the Ovation cable 
channel in the U.S. Like most 
British shows, the number of 
episodes each season is very 
limited, just five to six each. 
It’s kind of like watching a 
little miniseries and doesn’t 
drag on long past its prime.

“The Fall” earned much 
praise during its run. Ovation 
just began airing the second 
of three seasons this month. 
The third and final chapter is 
scheduled to air in the first 
quarter of 2021. 

If you’re a fan of Ander-
son’s, be sure to check her out 
in the new fourth season of 
“The Crown” on Netflix, in 
which she plays British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. 

***
Q: My sister and I have a 

luncheon bet based on your 
answer. Did Ron Howard star 
in the film “The Music Man” 
with Shirley Jones and Robert 
Preston before he was a reg-
ular on “The Andy Griffith 

Show”? -- M&E in Spokane
A: Before he became an 

Oscar-winning film director 
(“A Beautiful Mind”), Ron 
Howard was an actor. I 
remember him as teenager 
Richie Cunningham on the 
sitcom “Happy Days,” but 
before that he was one of 
Hollywood’s most employ-
able child actors and went by 
the name of Ronny Howard. 

Ronny was just 8 years 
old when he sang a cute but 
off-key rendition of “Gary, 
Indiana” in “The Music 
Man” (1962). He’d started 
playing little Opie Taylor on 
“The Andy Griffith Show” 
in 1960 and continued until 
1968. The youthful-looking 
Howard played Richie Cun-
ningham on “Happy Days” 
from age 20 to 30.

He first gained promi-
nence as a director with the 
mermaid love story “Splash,” 
starring Tom Hanks and 
Darryl Hannah, and he hasn’t 
stopped since. His daughter, 
Bryce Dallas Howard, is 
following in his footsteps, 
starting out as an actress and 
has now begun directing.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. TELEVISION: What kind of 

pet did Robert Blake have on the 
1970s series “Baretta”?

2. MOVIES: Which 2002 
movie tagline was, “With great 
power comes great responsibility”?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
Balkan nation’s capital is Sophia?

4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What day of the week did the 
ancient Romans refer to as “dies 
Saturni”? 

5. LANGUAGE: What is the 
word that stands for “N” in the 
NATO phonetic alphabet?

6. U.S. STATES: Which state 
features a body of water named 
Lake Lanier?

7. HISTORY: When did World 
War II begin?

8. MEDICINE: What is tre-
panning?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How 
many days did William Henry 
Harrison serve as president of the 
United States?

10. ANATOMY: What is the 
largest part of the human brain?

Answers
1. A cockatoo named Fred
2. “Spider-Man”
3. Bulgaria
4. Saturday (Saturn’s Day)
5. November
6. Georgia
7. Sept. 1, 1939
8. Making holes in the skull to 

relieve pressure
9. 32
10. Cerebrum

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Adult mayflies have no 

functional mouth. Because of 
this, they die of malnutrition. 
This is an evolutionary occur-
rence that happens so aging 
mayflies don’t pass on genetic 
defects to the next generation.

* Steven Spielberg, who 
executive-produced the film 
“Gremlins,” requested the 
effects team make Gizmo’s 
fur orange and white to match 
his beagle, Chauncey.

* If you do a Google 
search on the word “askew,” 
the resulting content will tilt 
slightly to the right.

* St. Lucia is the only coun-
try in the world named after 
a woman. Originally called 
the Island of the Iguanas by 
early Carib settlers, the name 
was later changed after French 
seamen were shipwrecked 
there on Dec. 13, the feast day 
of St. Lucy.

* The color of Facebook 
is blue because Mark Zuck-
erberg is red-green colorblind.

* Ever noticed how some 
mass-produced ballpoint 
pens, such as the Bic Cristal, 
have a hole in the cap? No? 
Well, in case you someday do, 
now you’ll know why -- it’s 
not just to prevent leaks, but 
choking as well. Lots of folks 
like to chew on pen lids, and 
in the event they accidentally 
swallow the cap, the hole 
ensures it won’t completely 
block their airway.

* After an 8.0 magnitude 
earthquake hit Mexico City in 
1985, nearly all newborn ba-
bies survived a collapsed hos-
pital for seven days without 
nourishment, water, warmth 
or human contact.

* Major League Baseball 
umpires are required to wear 
black underwear while on the 
job in case they split their pants.

***
Thought for the Day: “Be-

ginning today, treat everyone 
you meet as if they were going 
to be dead by midnight. Extend 
to them all the care, kindness 
and understanding you can 
muster, and do it with no 
thought of any reward. Your 
life will never be the same 
again.” -- Og Mandino

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Movie 
distributors are more than 
ready to put films into the-
aters again, 
but movie-
goers aren’t 
ready to take 
a  chance 
yet.  Ryan 
Reynolds’ 
“Free Guy” 
was to open 
July 3, 2020, then Dec. 11, 
but in November it was 
pulled. “Death on the Nile,” 
with Kenneth Branagh (as 
Hercule Poirot), Gal Gadot 
and Armie Hammer, was due 
Dec. 18, but was pulled as 
well. “A Quiet Place: Part 2,” 
starring Emily Blunt, was set 
to open March 8, 2020, with 
billboards up and TV ads 
running, but was sidelined 
by the coronavirus and re-
scheduled for April 23, 2021. 
Undaunted, plans are set for 
a threequel to open in 2022.

***
Sophia Loren, one of 

the last four stars of The 
Golden Age of Hollywood, 
scored excellent reviews 
for her Netflix remake of 
“Madame Rosa,” called 
“The Life Ahead,” which 
began streaming Nov. 13. 

S. Loren

The Washington Post said, 
“Madame Rosa is a prostitute 
who becomes a caregiver and 
mother figure for children 
of her colleagues in the 
sex-work industry. Sophia 
Loren inhabits the role with 
vulnerability and majesty. 
As one of the four final links 
to cinema’s Golden Age, 
she is simply magnificent. 
She’s still got it, and as this 
performance reminds us, she 
always did!”

In 1956, Sophia was 
signed to a five-picture deal 
by Paramount Pictures. Her 
first American movie was 
“Boy on a Dolphin,” filmed 
in the Saronic Islands off 
Greece in 1957, with Alan 
Ladd and Clifton Webb, 
followed by “The Pride and 
the Passion,” shot in Spain 
and starring Cary Grant and 
Frank Sinatra. Since she 
didn’t speak any English, she 
learned her role and all her 
lines phonetically. During 
filming, Cary Grant fell in 
love with her, and in 1958 he 
replaced his then-wife, Betsy 
Drake (who actually wrote 
the script), in “Houseboat,” 
with Sophia. Drake divorced 
Grant, but in the end Sophia 
jilted him and returned to 
her real love, producer Carlo 

Ponti, in 2007. They were 
married until his death.

Her role in “The Life 
Ahead” is akin to “Two 
Women,” for which she won 
a best actress Oscar in 1962. 
She skipped the Academy 
Awards that night because of 
extreme stage fright. Later, 
she mustn’t have realized 
how big “Dynasty” would 
become, because in 1981 
she turned down playing 
Alexis Carrington Colby, 
which went to Joan Collins 
and made her a major inter-
national television star.

***
Zac Efron, who recently 

lent his voice to “Scoob!” 
(as in Scooby-Doo), with 
Mark Wahlberg, Will Forte, 
Tracy Morgan, Ken Jeong, 
Amanda Seyfried and Gina 
Rodriguez, has found his 
next project, the survival 
thriller “Gold,” with Antho-
ny Hayes. They play two 
strangers traveling through 
a desert who stumble upon 
and have to protect the big-
gest gold nugget ever found. 
Hope it’s a bigger gem than 
his last film, “Extremely 
Wicked, Shockingly Evil 
and Vile”!

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

Were you pressured to 
spend Thanksgiving not with 
a whole passel of siblings, 
cousins and in-laws but at 
home isolating with the 
members of your household? 
Well, thank you. Whether 
you are relieved or saddened 
by the current state, we’re all 
doing our part and making 
sacrifices. It will get better.

To do my part, I’m offer-
ing you a slate of films that 
feature an isolated main char-
acter. Not to make you sad, 
but for some commiseration, 
if you will. Whatever your 
current situation, you haven’t 
been accidentally left behind 
on Mars, so you have to feel 
good about that!

“127 Hours” -- Director 
Danny Boyle’s riveting 
depiction of one man’s 
adventure turned wrong: 
Mountaineer Aron Ralston 
(James Franco) is hiking 
in remote Utah and his arm 
is pinned by a boulder. He 
spends five days trapped, 
facing exposure and dehy-
dration, before confronting 
his worst-case choice: cut 

off his own arm or remain 
trapped and die.

“Cast Away” -- Tom 
Hanks (and a volleyball) star 
in this survival drama from 
director Robert Zemeckis. 
FedEx exec Chuck (Hanks) 
is washed up on a deserted 
island when his plane crashes 
en route to a post in Malay-
sia. He learns to survive and 
remains put for years with 
only his trusty companion 
Wilson, the aforementioned 
volleyball.

“Life of Pi” -- In a lush sea 
fantasy by director Ang Lee, 
Pi, the son of zoo owners, is the 
sole survivor of a shipwreck 
-- he and a Bengal tiger -- 
spending months adrift on an 
unforgiving expanse of ocean.

“Locke” -- You have to 
be Tom Hardy to pull this 
film off. Hardy stars as Ivan 
Locke, a construction engi-
neer who is on the eve of a 
superimportant job and who 
finds out rather unexpect-
edly that a one-night stand 
resulted in a child to be born 
that night. He undertakes a 
drive to London to be with 
the mother. How much can 

change over a long drive? 
Turns out, a lot.

“The Martian” -- Matt Da-
mon stars as astronaut Mark 
Watney, who is inadvertently 
left behind at a base camp 
on Mars when the mission 
crew must vacate the plan-
et. He doesn’t have enough 
supplies, he doesn’t have any 
tools to communicate with 
Earth. But he’s got jokes and 
some starter potatoes!

“Wild” -- A divorced 
woman (Reese Witherspoon) 
decides to run into the wil-
derness and hike the Pacific 
Crest Trail despite any sig-
nificant experience hiking. 
Ahead of her is a difficult 
but rewarding journey.

“The Road” -- Viggo 
Mortensen and Kodi Smit-
McPhee are just a guy and 
his son facing danger every 
moment in a post-apocalyp-
tic wasteland. There is no 
one to trust, no food and safe 
spaces are hard to come by. 
Based on the soul-crushingly 
sad book of the same name 
by Cormac McCarthy.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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LOCAL AND AREA

We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods
• CVS Pharmacy

• Subway

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

There’s  no th ing 
more valuable than the 
presence of God in our 
lives. And my goal for 
teaching about God’s 
presence and anointing 
is to increase your de-
sire to completely and 
promptly obey Him. 
Because the more we 
love, trust and obey 
God, the stronger His 
anointing will be in our 
lives.

Now, God’s love for 
you is perfect, complete, 
and unconditional. He 

Living in the power 
of the Holy Spirit

couldn’t love you any 
more than He does right 
now, and His love for 
you never changes. But 
we can grow in our love 
for God. 

As we learn more 
about His character and 
have experience with 
Him through a personal 
relationship with Him, 
our trust in Him and 
love for Him grows. 
And this causes more 
of the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit to work in 
us and through us.

The Anointing 
Abides in You

Jesus Christ is the 
Anointed One, and 
when we are born again, 
His anointing abides 
in us. The word anoint 
means “to smear or rub 
all over.” It’s wonderful 
to think about how in 
Christ, we are “rubbed 
and smeared all over” 
with the Holy Spirit. 

In one way the anoint-
ing is a free gift from 
God that comes by His 
grace and mercy, and in 
another way, there is a 
price to pay for it.

Fi rs t  John 2:27 
(AMP) says, “As for 
you, the anointing [the 
special gift, the prepa-
ration] which you re-
ceived from Him re-
mains [permanently] 
in you….” Notice how 
this scripture says that 
the anointing remains 
permanently—it won’t 
go away. 

The terms “special 
gift” and “the prepara-
tion” indicate having 
Holy Spirit “umph!”  or 
power to do what God is 
calling us to do. And it’s 
the gentle promptings, 
urges and leadership of 
the Holy Spirit in us that 
shows us how to live. 

When we follow the 
anointing, we feel peace 
and joy because we’re 
making wise decisions. 

It’s so valuable for us...
and more than anything 
else, we need to protect 
the anointing in our 
lives.
Pay the Price to Have 

More Power
While the anointing 

abides in us through 
our salvation, it can’t 
work through our lives 
until we are broken 
before God. That’s 
when the oil of the Holy 
Spirit in us is poured 
out and can be a benefit 
to others.

So, what is it that 
needs to be broken in us? 
Things like rebellion, 
stubbornness, pride and 
a spirit that’s indepen-
dent from God are a 
few areas of disobedi-
ence that can keep the 
anointing from working 
through us. This is be-
cause the vehicle that 
carries the anointing 
is the soul—our mind, 
will and emotions. And 
when we are led by our 
natural carnal or fleshly 
impulses, we are not 
being led by the Holy 
Spirit.

But as we grow up 
and mature in Christ, we 
can be what God wants 
us to be and live every 
day empowered by the 
anointing of the Holy 
Spirit.

It’s Not Just for 
Spiritual Things
It’s important to un-

derstand that we need 
God’s anointing ev-
ery day, in everything 
we do. And there’s an 
anointing for everything 

we need to do. It’s not 
just for ministers or for 
spiritual areas of life.

The anointing is what 
enables and equips us 
to do what God asks 
us to do. You have an 
anointing to be a parent, 
husband or wife…to 
be in business or some 
kind of organization…
whatever you are gifted 
to do with your life. 
And it’s amazing when 
God uses someone to 
do something that you 
know they don’t have 
the ability to do on their 
own. That’s the power 
of the anointing!
Jesus Is Our Example

Philippians 2:10 
(AMP) says, “At the 
name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow [in sub-
mission], of those who 
are in heaven and on 
earth and under the 
earth.” He is God, and 
He is all-powerful! Yet, 
He is also our example 
in humility. 

Verses 5-8 in this 
same chapter tell us we 
are to have the same 
attitude that He demon-
strated: Although He 
is one with God, He 
stripped Himself of all 
privileges and became 
a servant; He abased 
and humbled Himself 
and was obedient even 
to the extreme of death 
on the cross.

Power is connect-
ed to obedience. The 
anointing is released 
when we get rid of our 
selfish, self-centered, 
independent attitudes 

and humble ourselves 
before God. 

As you choose to be 
radically obedient to 
God, you will have the 
same power that raised 
Christ from the dead 
working in and through 
you. And you’ll be 
amazed by the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit in 
your life!

***
For more on this 

topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching CD series 
Learning to Be Led by 
the Holy Spirit. You can 
also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, En-
joying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 100 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and her newest devo-
tional QUIET TIMES 
WITH GOD (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2020-2021 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

1003 5th St.   •   (815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
Please see our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
to see if we are open and to watch 

services live online at 10 a.m. 
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 993-2462
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road   •  Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
 “Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  
At this time in-person worship has 
been suspended due to COVID-19. 

Please check out Immanuel’s 
Facebook page or website for 

Sunday worship videos and other 
worship opportunities.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Titus in the 
Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. Obadiah is the shortest book 

in the Old Testament and is 
divided into how many verses? 

21, 64, 101, 164
3. Who climbed the Mount of 
Olives (Mount Olivet) while 

barefoot and weeping? 
Moses, David, Abraham, Noah

4. Which New Testament 
chapter is known to many as 

the “Love Chapter”?
1 John 4, Jude 1, James 5, 1 

Corinthians 13
5. From 1 Samuel 25:3, what’s 

the name of Abigail’s first 
husband? 

Aaron, Solomon, Ethan, Nabal
6. What are the two gospels 

that feature the Lord’s Prayer? 
Matthew/Mark, Luke/John, 
Matthew/Luke, Mark/John

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) 21; 3) David; 4) 
1 Corinthians 13; 6) Nabal; 7) Mat-

thew 5:9-13/Luke 11:2-4

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication 
does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent 
or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned 
to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

SNOW PLOW Sub 
Contractor With Truck 
Needed in Rochelle 
815-748-3782. (12-09-
20)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

1999 Arctic Cat Z440, 
Great Suspension, 
Garage Kept, Well 
Maintained. 1660 Miles. 
$1250. 815-245-7391. 
(12-02-20)

FOR SALE: Love Seat, 
Like New Condition. 
Blue Flowered, Dark 
Brown Cover Included. 
$45 Call 815-764-1777. 
(12-02-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

FOR SALE: Mixed Jack 
Russell Terrier Puppies 
Call 815-501-2718. 

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1 & 2 - B E D R O O M 
Apartments. Clean, 
Quiet Available Now. 
Some Utilities Included. 
Call For Showing 815-
762-6650 or 815-761-
3968. (12-20-20)

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

507 507 
FARM AND FARM FARM AND FARM 
LANDLAND

PASTURE WANTED 
to Rent for 2021 Beef 
Cattle. John Nadig 
Rochelle, 815-748-
3782. (12-09-20)

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

1960 CHEVY BLUE 
BELLE AIRE, 4-Door 
Runs & Drives. Project. 
815-762-1127. (12-02-
20)

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2017 GMC Acadia Denali 
AWD, Maroon ...........$28,900
2016 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, 98K mi.,  
Gray ...........................$13,900
2016 Chevy Equinox AWD 
LT, Siren Red ..............$13,900

2016 Chevy Equinox AWD 
LT, White ....................$13,500
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x4, Leather, White .$26,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab 
Z71, 4x4, Black ..........$23,500

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir 
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec 
Black .........................$45,900
2020 Chevy Malibu LT 
8K Miles, Red ...........$23,500
2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, 26K Miles 
SIlver .........................$44,900
2019 Buick Encore Preferred 
FWD, 10k mi, White .$20,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, Z71, 4x4, Black .$40,900
2018 Chevy Traverse AWD 
Premier, 54K Miles 
SIlver .........................$30,500
2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD 
20K Miles, Pepperdust ..$22,900
2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD, 
Remote Start, Power Seat,  
Black .................................$19,500

2018 Chevy Impala LT 
47K Miles, Blue ........$19,000
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, Nav., 44K Miles 
Silver .......................$18,9000
2018 Chev Equinox FWD LT 
Sunroof, 62K Miles 
Black .........................$17,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
45K Miles, Tan ..........$16,500
2017 Buick Envision Preferred 
AWD, 21K Miles, 
Black .........................$24,900
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Remote Start, Power Seat, 
White...........................$15,500
2016 Chevy Equinox FWD LT 
43K Miles, Silver .........$15,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

LTZ, GM Certified, 1 Owner, Local Trade, w/ Leather Heated/Cooled 
Seats, Bedliner, Tonneau Cover & Much More! Silver

$44,900   

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to start in Wednesday Mendota Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 
7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping 
News • Ashton Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads 
and $44.60 for commercial business ads and $15.99 for 
garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. 
We will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, 
and will only credit customer for one insertion.

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF  )
 )
Geneva A. Ernat, ) 
Deceased )
Case No. 2020-P-211 

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Geneva A. 
Ernat of Peru, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on November 2, 
2020 to Phillip L. Ernat 
of 120 N. 34th Road, 
Peru, IL 61354 whose 
attorney is Guilfoyle & 
Stevenson, LLP, 1316 
Meriden Street, Mendo-
ta, IL 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, Ottawa, 
IL 61350, or with the 
representative, or both, 
on or before June 1, 
2021.  If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a creditor 
of the decedent, the 
creditor’s claim may 
be filed on or before 
the date stated in the 
notice, if later than the 
date shown above.  Any 
claim not filed within the 
time allowed is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in ten days after it has 
been filed.
No. 1105 (11/25, 12/2, 
12/9 2020)

CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the  )
Estate )
of LAURIE F. WIESE, )
Deceased. )
No. 2020-P-220

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of LAURIE F. WI-
ESE of 2705 St. Vincent 
Avenue, LaSalle, Illinois 
61301.  Letters of Office 
were issued on Novem-
ber 19, 2020  to AU-
DREY SEBBEN, 217 
South Western Avenue, 
Ladd, Illinois 61329, as 
independent executor, 
whose attorneys are 
DOUGLAS B. OLIVE-
RO & ASSOCIATES, 
1615 Fourth Street, 
Peru, Illinois 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 

Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, Ottawa, Illinois 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
within six months from 
the date of first publi-
cation of this notice.  If 
claim notice is personal-
ly mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, then claim must 
be filed in the above en-
titled cause within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later.  Any 
claims not filed with-
in the above periods 
are barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision unless un-
der Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/28-4) any interested 
person terminates inde-
pendent administration 
at any time by mailing 
or delivering a petition 
to terminate to the clerk.  
A copy of a form of a pe-
tition to terminate inde-
pendent administration 
may be obtained from 
the Clerk of the Court at 
the above address.
DOUGLAS B. OLIVE-
RO & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys for Estate
1615 Fourth Street
Peru, Illinois 61354
Telephone:  815/224-
2400
No. 1106 (11/25, 12/2 & 
12/9 2020)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF )
DONNA L. CRAFT, )
Deceased. )
2020 P 00217

CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Donna L Craft, 
of LaSalle County, Illi-
nois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on the 12th 
day of November, 2020 
to Larry R. Hunter and 
Brian R. Craft,  whose 
attorney is Eric B. Deo-
bler of White, Marsh, 
Anderson, Martin, Vick-
ers, Deobler & Goode, 
511 E. Etna Road, Otta-
wa, IL 61350. 
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the office of the Circuit 

Clerk, Probate Division, 
Downtown Courthouse, 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350, 
or with the represen-
tative, or both, on or 
before the *25th day of 
May 2021.  If a claim 
notice is mailed or de-
livered personally to a 
creditor of the Dece-
dent, the creditor’s 
claim may be filed on 
or before the date stat-
ed in that notice, if lat-
er than the date shown 
above.  Any claim not 
filed within the time al-
lowed is barred.  
If the claim is filed with 
the Circuit Clerk of the 
Court then E-filing is 
now mandatory for filing 
an estate claim with the 
Circuit Clerk.  To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider.  Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider.  If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit http://
www.illlinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk 
with your local Circuit 
Clerk’s office.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Circuit Clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered to each  represen-
tative to whom letters of 
office have been issued 
and not revoked and to 
the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed and a proof of mail-
ing or delivery filed with 
the Circuit Clerk.
See 755ILCS 5/18-1 for 
details of how to file a 
claim.
No. 1107 (11/25, 12/2 & 
12/9 2020)

NOTICE
Any candidate wish-
ing to file a petition for 
the following Mendota 
Township Offices: Su-
pervisor, Road Com-
missioner, Assessor, 
Clerk & Trustees may 
do so at the Mendota 
Township Office located 
at 602 S. Main Street 
Mendota, IL. 
December 14, 2020, 
9:00 am until 12:00 pm
December 15, 2020, 
9:00 am until 12:00 pm
December 16, 2020, 
9:00 am until 12:00 pm
December 21, 2020, 
9:00 am until 5:00 pm.
Mendota Township 
Clerk
Linda Corrigan
No. 1108 (12/2 & 12/9 
2020)

Well-established contractor 
looking to hire person with 

general carpentry skills who 
works well with others and 
possesses good work ethic. 
Pay established according to 

skill level. Please send resume to 
W.E.C. c/o The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

07
27

20
20
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

½ Price Day 1st & 
3rd Saturdays

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-92555
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. • Mendota • (815) 539-6635

WESTSIDE LOCATION!  Beautiful Large 2 Story 
Home, Features include Original Open Staircase, 

Hardwood Floors, Large Master Suite with Updated 
Master Bathroom, Family Room, Breakfast Room, 

Dining Room, Sun Porch, Deck and a 2-Car Garage.  
Recently Reduced to New Selling Price.  

815-539-3811

901 CLARK ST., OGLESBY - $289,900 
164 PENKINS ROAD, SUBLETTE CONTINGENT 

- $183,000 
1460 SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD, AMBOY 

CONTINGENT  - $109,500
319 W PIERONNET ST., AMBOY - $89,900

112 S. MASON, AMBOY
CONTINGENT - $49,900

 SEE US ABOUT WOODHAVEN LAKES 
PROPERTIES! 

Located in Trailer Crt. 3Bdr 
Trailer Home SOLD  ..... $10,000
Vinyl sided 2 Bdr on Lg Lot, 
2-Car Garage SOLD ..... $65,000
Vinyl sided Story and Halfw/3 
Bdrs & 2 Baths ............. $69,500
3 Bdr 2-Story w/Lots 
ofUpdates SOLD .......... $84,900
Brick Cape Cod located on 
Comer Lot PENDING ... $86,000
4 Bdr. Vinyl Sided Home on 
Lg. Lot NEW ................. $89,000
3 Bdr, 1.5 Baths, Main Floor 
Utility Room, 2 Car Garage 
NEW .............................. $89,900
Brick 3 Bdr with lots of Charm 
and Updates SOLD ...... $95,000
Natural woodwork, Hwd 
Floors, Open Staircase 
REDUCED ..................... $99,900
Oglesby, 3Bdr, 2 Bath loaded 
with updates SOLD .... $119,500
A Must See!! 3 Bdr. 1 ½ Story 
Full ofCharm  
PENDING .................... $131,900
2800 Sq. Ft. Tri-Level 
Northbrook Subd  
SOLD ........................... $139,900
Located in Fox Hill Subd, 
Yorkville 3 Bdr 2 Story 
PENDING ...................... 245,000

LOTS/ 
FARM LAND

Building Lot on Edge of Town 
near MHS NEW ............... CALL!
5 Acre Building Lot, Northeast 
of Mendota  
REDUCED ..................... CALL! !
Prime Building Lot on Char Lu 
Dr. Mendota ................... CALL!!
48.3 Acre Farm located Near 
1-39 ................................ CALL!!

INCOME/
COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY
Commercial Bldg, Plaza Drive 
PENDING ..........................CALL
Great Investment Property  
5 Unit Apartment  
Building .......................... CALL!

304 3rd 
A v e n u e 
M E N D O TA 
$59000
3 BDR, 2BA, 
oversized 1 
car garage, 
deck on 
back and by 
garage!

210 Division MENDOTA  $119000
3 BDR, 2 BA, Large 2 car garage   
CONTINGENT

1001 3rd Street MENDOTA  $130000 
3 BDR, 2 BA, updated kitchen with 
granite counters, updated baths, lots 
of updates!! AND a 2 car attached 
garage!!

Commercial 
p r o p e r t y ! ! 
1109 8th 
S t r e e t 
L A S A L L E  
$41,900 Hair 
salon in front, 
studio apt 
rental in back,- 
both rented

701 Illinois 
A v e 
M E N D O T A   
$ 1 6 5 0 0 0 
Es tab l i shed 
floral & 
giftshop with 
nice building!!! 
G r e a t 
opportunity!!!

4121 E 2nd Rd MENDOTA  $159000
Brick ranch in the country with a country 
kitchen giving you sunsets at every 
supper!! Loads of space and possibilities 
to enjoy this home and make it yours!!

1206 Burlington MENDOTA  
$128000 FOUR BEDROOMS!! 2 
BATHS!! newer roof, windows, siding 
AND a huge lot!! AND A FRONT 
PORCH!!! Beautiful Victorian!!

206 S. Poplar St., Sublette $133,900
Captivating and spacious 2 story Sublette home. 
Features 3 beautifully bright bedrooms, an office, and 
1 bathroom. Stunning natural woodwork throughout 
the entire home. Equipped with central air and heat, 
as well as provisions for a woodburner. All appliances 
stay besides the clothes washer and dryer. There is 
also a 32x32 (3) car garage with heat and concrete 
flooring.

1506 Lincoln Ave., Mendota  $125,500
Remarkable 3 bedroom 2-story home in Mendota 
on a wooded and shaded lot! If you are a fan of old 
houses, this is the one for you. Features stunning 
wood flooring, 2 huge bathrooms, a walk in closet, and 
an area for laundry. Tons of updates, ask to see the 
checklist! There is a large deck attached to the back 
with a super unique summer kitchen! 2 car garage with 
large workshop and office w/air condition/heat within it.

568 Slant Rd., West Brooklyn $180,000
1.5-story fixer-upper on 5 acres! Enjoy the 
beautiful country views from the front screen 
room. Offers 5 bedrooms, 1 bath, and a spacious 
dining area. Land has many outbuildings perfect 
for animals or they can be purposed to fit your 
needs. Schedule an appointment to view today!

606 West Main St., Sublette  $129,900
Charming 2 bedroom 1 bathroom home in Sublette. 
Just updated with all new lavish flooring, windows, 
doors, trim, and so much more. Ask realtor for 
property checklist. Kitchen cabinets were just 
professionally refinished and the counter tops are 
NEW. Move in ready! You must see to appreciate 
its beauty. Call to set up an appointment today!

MLS# 10908570   3644 E. 5th Rd,  
$197,000    Follow Vermillion St in 
Troy Grove over rail road track and 
house is on the left side on the 
curve..   Unique property sitton on 
3 acres.  3 car garage, swimming 
pool above ground, jacuzzi, fenced 
yard for small dogs.  3 bedrooms 2 
bath.  Lower level family room with 
fireplace.  Call for all the amenities.

FREE 
MARKET 

ANALYSIS 
WE CAN LET 

YOU KNOW THE 
MARKET VALUE OF 
YOUR HOME.  JUST 
GIVE US A CALL AT 
THE OFFICE OUR 

AGENT’S CELL 
PHONES LISTED 

ABOVE.

MLS # 10847509   $239,000   525 Tally 
St. Earlville.    Very nice, very large 4-5 
bedroom brick front ranch.  Home sits on 
1.25 acres in Earlville  Extra large room 
on the back with separate entrance.   
Family room with a wood burning 
fireplace.  Master suite with cathedral 
ceilings.  Master features a huge garden 
tub.   Finished basement and an attached 
2 car garage.  New roof and gutters in 
2016.  You need to see this.

NEW

LISTING

NEW

LISTING

NEW

LISTING

REDUCED

REDUCED

209 S Jefferson St., Amboy $95,900 
Two story Amboy home. Offers 4 bedrooms and 1 1/2 baths. 
Spacious main floor with living, dining, kitchen, and laundry. 
Take a walk up the beautiful open staircase to the second 
story to find a bathroom along with all of the bedrooms. 
Outside you will find a large deck with stairs and a ramp 
as well as a 2 car garage with a shop that can be accessed 
from both the alley and the front. Please note that the renter 
has been in the home for 10+ years, rent is $600 a month. 
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