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County board gets 
report from mental 
health chairman

Newsfrom2020

Featured is a summary of news that affected us in 2020.
January

• A second round of hearings 
conducted by the DeWitt County 
Zoning Board of Appeals began 
for the Alta Farms II wind energy 
project.  The question of whether 
signatures of absentee landowners 
was required on contracts was 
the first bone of contention 
between some ZBA members and 
representatives of Enel Energy.

• The Vault teen and community 
center received a grant from 
the Illinois Prairie Community 
Foundation.

• An expert testified about the use 
of ‘curtailments’ of wind turbines 
during ZBA wind permit hearings.  
The effects of wind energy projects 
on birds and the Mahomet Aquifer 
also were debated, as well as 
potential effects on the operation of 

neighboring farms.

February
• Testimony was again heard about 

the potential negative effects of 
wind towers on weather radar.

•  On Feb. 6, the ZBA voted 5-1 
to send the special use permit 
application for the Alta Farms II 
project to the full county board 
without a recommendation.  A 
majority of ZBA members felt the 
company’s application remained 
incomplete.

• City of Clinton officials said they 
expected Clinton to receive about 
$7,000 a year in tax revenue from 
the state’s recent law permitting 
limited marijuana sales for personal 
recreational use.  Neither the city nor 
the county approved any measures 
for local sales of cannabis.

March
• Warner Hospital & Health 

Services began setting protocols 
for its handling of patients with 
coronavirus.  The hospital erected 
a triage tent outside the facility for 
screening potential COVID patients.  
The county had not yet reported any 
COVID cases.

• The federal government passed 
the first, and so far only, COVID 
stimulus legislation.

• Most local churches began 
holding virtual services in response 
to the state social distancing 
recommendations implemented 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

                                See 2020 / A7

State Bank of Lincoln 
becoming Heartland Bank

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — Sharon 
Mills, of the county’s 
mental health board, 
recently gave county 
board members a survey 
of how the mental health 
board functions and how 
it provides funds to mental 
health agencies.

Mills was present in 
the virtual meeting to 
recommend the board 
reappoint Sandra Beecher 
to the mental health board. 
Mills also offered a brief 
history of the mental 
health board.  

The board includes 
seven volunteer members.  
County board member Jay 
Wickenhauser serves as 
the county liaison to the 
mental health board.

Voters approved 
the establishment of 
the DeWitt County 
Mental Health Board 
by referendum in 1967.  
The Community Mental 
Health Act was passed a 
few years earlier giving 
authority to the formation 
of the local boards.

“Not every county has 
a 708 board,” Mills said, 
referring to the statute 
number under which the 
authority was granted.

Mills said a local 
mental health board may 
be established at the 
township level or at the 
county level.

“Our mission here in 
DeWitt County is to 
provide funding through 
mental health funds that 
the county board levies 
…to support programs 
and services that support 
DeWitt County residents 
with mental illness, 
substance abuse disorders 
and / or developmental 
disability,” Mills said.

       See COUNTY / A3

Year of COVID
has affected 
people’s mental 
health

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — State Bank 
of Lincoln, in Clinton, will 
become Heartland Bank & 
Trust.

Local State Bank of 
Lincoln president Steve 
Aughenbaugh, addressed 
a letter to SBL customers, 
which many received over 
the weekend, telling them 
about the change.

SBL became a subsidiary 
of HBT Financial, Inc. two 
years ago.  HBT, which 
owns Heartland Bank, is 
based in Bloomington.

The FDIC (Federal 
Deposit Insurance 
Corporation) and the 
Illinois Department of 
Financial and Professional 
Regulations approved the 
merger.  The SBL board 
approved the merger in 
October.

The Clinton State Bank 
of Lincoln branches now 
will operate as Heartland 
Bank and Trust Company.  
SBL’s four banks in 
Lincoln will continue to 
operate under the State 
Bank of Lincoln name as 
a division of Heartland 
Bank & Trust.

Raymon Troncoso
Capital News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – 
While the number of 
new COVID-19 cases 
and people hospitalized 
in Illinois continue 
to decline, the state’s 
coronavirus death toll has 
surpassed 16,000.

An additional 105 deaths 
were reported Monday by 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health. That brings 
the total COVID-19 
deaths in Illinois to 16,074 
among 942,362 cases and 

more than 13 million test 
results reported.

The IDPH on Monday 
reported 4,453 new 
confirmed and probable 
cases of COVID-19 in 
Illinois.

Statewide, the rolling 
seven-day average case 
positivity rate from Dec. 
21 to Dec. 27 was 7.2 
percent. That is three-
tenths of a percentage 
point lower than the 
seven-day average case 
positivity rate reported 
on Dec. 23, the last day 
IDPH released COVID 

data before the holiday 
weekend. That makes one 
week of rates below 8 
percent.

At the end of Sunday, 
there were 4,243 people 
hospitalized with 
COVID-19 in Illinois, a 
decrease of 350 from Dec. 
23.

There were 884 
intensive care beds in use 
by COVID-19 patients 
as of Sunday night, a 
decrease of 69 from Dec. 
23. That left 840, or just 
over 25 percent, of ICU 
beds available statewide.

COVID-19 patients 
occupied 515 ventilators, 
a decrease of 21 from the 
Wednesday prior to the 
holiday weekend. That 
left 4,205 ventilators, 
or 73.7 percent of all 
ventilators, available for 
use across the state.

More than 112,000 doses 
of COVID-19 vaccines 
have been administered 
in Illinois since the Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines 
were approved for 
emergency use earlier this 
month.

            See COVID / A3

Illinois COVID-19 death toll hits 16,000
Kevin Bessler
The Center Square

It has been a challenging 
year for Illinois school 
districts as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Districts closed 
classrooms in March when 
the pandemic hit, then many 
began the fall semester 
with remote learning as 
the virus lingered. Online 
teaching to finish the 
school year in the spring 
did not go smoothly for 
many districts, with many 
being unprepared for the 
obstacles that lay ahead, 

such as bandwidth issues 
and a shortage of teachers.

As a precaution, school 
districts across the state 
prepared for remote 
learning in the fall in order 
to give parents a choice of 
either online, in-person, 
or a combination of both. 
Then a rise in coronavirus 
cases forced many districts 
to go to totally remote 
learning to begin the 
semester. Bill Doyle, a 
parent in Naperville, told 
the school board that plans 
to keep classrooms closed 
was a tough pill to swallow.

       See SCHOOLS / A3

Pandemic rewrote rules
for Illinois schools in 2020
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Clinton
Open 
6 am - 
9 pm 

Everyday

220 E. Van Buren, Clinton, IL
Store: 217-935-3779    Deli: 217-935-3984    www.clinton.iga.com

• Freshest Produce, Meat & Deli selections in the area at Clinton IGA! 
• Check out our 1000’s of ”Save Everyday” green & white tags. 

• Visit our expanded Deli with more than 36 salads, made fresh daily! 
SERVICES FOR OUR 
GREAT CUSTOMERS
Convenient Hours: 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. DAILY!

We bag your groceries, and paper OR plastic bags are FREE!
We’ll carry your groceries to your vehicle!

Money Orders available         Propane Gas exchange
Illinois Lottery         Hunting / Fishing licenses

Straw & Firewood

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS!
Fried Chicken Available Daily

Specials for everyone’s budget!
 You won’t go hungry at the Clinton IGA Deli!

Monday ................................................... Meatloaf or 2 pc Fried Chicken
Tuesday ............................ Chicken and Noodles or 2 pc Fried Chicken
Wednesday ............... Goulash or Ham & Beans or  2 pc Fried Chicken
Thursday ........................... Pork Chops & Gravy or 2 pc Fried Chicken
Friday .................... Choice of Catfish or Walleye or 2 pc Fried Chicken
Saturday ..................................................................... 2 pc Fried Chicken
Sunday ........................................................................ 2 pc Fried Chicken

All Lunches served with 2 sides

We reserve the right to limit quantities 
and correct printing errors.

Visit www.CLINTON.IGA.com for a printable shopping list & COUPONS!

01012021

Deli Specials! 
Tuesday .......................................................................................................................... Schnitzel Sandwich, 10am-2pm
Wednesday ....................... Wednesday Night Madness! 8 pieces Fried Chicken, 2 sides, 4 rolls for $10.99! 4 -7 pm
Thursday .......................................................................................................................  Schnitzel Sandwich, 10am-2pm
Friday .................................................................................................  Fish available all day. By the piece, or as a meal
Sunday ............................................. From 10am-2pm, get 20 pieces of our delicious Fried Chicken for only $19.99!

January
Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Get select 8oz IGA Fancy 
Shredded Cheese for only $1.59 

with a $10 purchase.
Exp 1/9/21. Limit 2. Choose Fancy Shredded Mild Cheddar, 

Co-Jack, Taco, Mozzarella or Mexican Blend.

Mobile App TO BEST SERVE OUR CUSTOMERS,
WE HAVE TEMPORARILY CHANGED OUR HOURS TO 

6:00 AM ‐ 9:00 PM
WE ASK YOU TO HELP US SET ASIDE THE HOURS OF 
6:00 AM ‐ 7:30 AM EACH DAY SO SENIORS AND THOSE 

WHO ARE EXCEPTIONALLY VULNERABLE TO  
VIRUSES MAY SHOP.

PLEASE NOTE WE ARE TEMPORARILY UNABLE TO ACCEPT REUSABLE 
SHOPPING BAGS.

DUE TO SUPPLY ISSUES, SOME ITEMS MAY BE LIMITED OR NOT 
AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND  CONTINUED SUPPORT.

Start the 
New Year 

off eating 
healthy! 

See our produce 
department for a 
huge selection, 

including organic 
fruits & veggies! 

Our meat 
department offers 
many cuts of lean 
meats, or see the  

Frozen department 
for a variety of 
frozen entrees!
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Currently, about 11 
agencies receive local 
mental health funds.  
This includes Heritage 
Behavioral Health Center, 
which has an office in 
DeWitt County and 
Encore Developmental 
Services.

“As you may know, 
Encore Developmental 
Services used to be part 
of what was HRC (DeWitt 
County Human Resource 
Center), along with the 
mental health program,” 
Mills said.  

The mental health board 
also helps fund the Dove, 
Inc domestic violence 
agency, the Children’s 
Advocacy Center and 
Clinton YMCA, which 
provides programming for 
residents with disabilities 
and memberships for 
people receiving treatment 
at Heritage Behavioral 
Health Center.

The mental health 
board also helps Piatt 
County Mental Health and 
Growing Strong Sexual 
Assault Center.

“We have an annual 
funding process for 
nonprofits here in DeWitt 
County,” Mills said.  

Other members of the 
DeWitt County Mental 
Health Board include 
Katy Arnold, Dr. Harold 
Allen, Jay Haynes, 
Sandra Beecher, whose 
reappointment the board 
approved, Bonnie Schmid 
and Fran Ferrill.

The board also provides 
mental health first aid 
training and participates 
with the DeWitt County 

Substance Abuse Coalition 
as well as coalitions 
outside the county.

“I get to hear a lot from 
health and human service 
providers about what 
their challenges are,” she 
said.  “And, I can tell you 
that COVID certainly 
has had an effect on lots 
of different aspects of 
our communities’ health 
and wellbeing, including 
individuals and their 
families.”

On Sunday, President 
Trump signed a bill 
granting $900 billion in 
COVID-19 aid, which 
includes a direct payment 
up to $600 dollars to some 
Americans. The bill also 
includes funds for vaccine 
distribution and boosts in 
weekly unemployment 
benefits.

 Capitol News Illinois is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering 
state government and 
distributed to more 
than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the 
Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

“My kids were ecstatic 
to go back to school this 
week,” said Doyle. “I 
cannot tell you the gut 
punch they felt when my 
wife broke the news to 
them after dinner that they 
are now delayed two more 
weeks.”

Despite being located 
in a region of the state 
that was at the time 
placed under restrictions 
from the governor, the 
Carbondale and Marion 
school districts, in Region 
5, continued to offer in-
person learning, as did 
the Bourbonnais and 

Kankakee school districts 
in Region 7.

Dr. Amy Dixon, a 
principal in the Carmi-
White County school 
district, said parents 
wanted in-class instruction 
from the very beginning 
and it paid off for students.

“At week six of being 
open, and we are still 
gathering data but I can 
tell you we are showing 
more than average gains,” 
said Dixon.

Remote learning loss 
became a big issue as 
the fall semester dragged 
on. Robin Stearns, 

President of the education 
policy organization 
Advance Illinois, said it 
is challenging to figure 
out whether or not you 
are reaching a student 
when you are not in the 
classroom.

“Just showing up 
and logging in is very 
different,” Stearns said. 
“It is so much more 
challenging for a teacher 
to be able to understand 
whether a kid is really 
engaging in the material 
when you are trying to do 
things like hybrid fashion, 
remote, etc.”

With a new semester 
on the horizon in 2021, a 
majority of Illinois school 
districts have plans in 
place to reopen classrooms 
for some grades, usually 
the younger students 
because they experience 
the most difficulty with 
remote learning.

Another variable that 
could affect the rest of the 
school year is a vaccine, 
which at this point, has not 
been approved for anyone 
under the age of 16.

County / from page A1

Schools / from page A1

COVID / from page A1

We l c o m e 
to my 
l i t t l e 
c o r n e r 

of culinary delights.  
Continuing where we left 
off; when making a two-
crust pie, do not trim the 
bottom dough; unlike 
blind baking.  Once the 
top is sealed in place, trim 
both at once.

There is much more one 
can do with pie dough.  I 
will list only a few that 
I found to be fun and 
attractive.  I say, “extend 
what you know”.  Do not 
be mundane or predictable.  
If asking someone what 
they do with pie dough, 
they give a strange look 
and answer, “I make pies 
of course”.  But with pie 
dough, you can also make 
cup and tartelette shells.  
You can form it in different 
ways or cut it into many 
different patterns.  In this 
article, I will include some 
standard practices besides 
including some of my own 
ideas and experiments.

Let us make some pastry 
cups.  Muffin pans can be 
used or even ovenproof 
bowls, cups, etc.  If many 
pastry cups are needed, I 
would seek out a muffin 
pan to the size desired.  
Invert it and grease the 
cup exteriors.  Measure 
the top diameter and the 
side.  Double the side 
measurement and add the 
diameter.  This gives you 
the size of circle cutter 
needed.  Rollout the pie 
dough and cutout the 
circular disks.  Now form 
those disks over the cups.  
You may wish to dock 
the tops.  Bake them for 
about twelve-minutes in 
a 450°F preheated oven 
until brown.  Remove, let 
cool and carefully remove 
each from the muffin pan.  
Now you have an eatable 
container to put fruits in or 

many different delicious 
food combinations.

One of the things I 
have done is to use food 
coloring after the shell has 
been baked.  A person can 
also use cookie cutters and 
put the cutouts onto pies 
to give that 3D affect.  Use 
some egg wash to attach 
it to the pie dough top.  
Cutouts can also be used 
to line the inside of muffin 
pan cavities.  Bake it and 
then include pudding.  
Give it a second baking in 
a water bath.

Tartlets make excellent 
appetizers.  Small 
prebaked shells are made.  
These are generally filled 
with dessert fillings. 
However, most any food 
item can be used such as 
meat spreads, bean and/
or rice composites and 
meat & fish pastes.  There 
are tartlet tins or cavities 
for making tartlet shells.  
They come varied in 
design.  But they all have 
about the same volume 
or capacity.  By being so 
small, I suggest rice to 
weigh down the foil.

Another form of tartlet is 
the fold over.  It is round 
discs to the size desired.  
Food items, such as jams 
and fruit mixtures, are 
spooned in.  Although 
the tartlet shells are ideal 
for mousse, not so with 
fold overs.  The food 
substance is placed in the 
middle of the disc.  Egg 
wash is smeared around 
the periphery.  It is then 
folded in half and crimped 
(sealed) and then baked.

Until next time, peace to 
all.

More fun 
with pie 
dough

Elaine Popejoy
Social Security district 
manager, Bloomington

In March 2020, we 
temporarily closed all 
of our Social Security 
Hearing Offices due to 
the Coronavirus pandemic 
and are not offering in-
person hearings.  During 
the office closures, we are 
providing two flexible, 
safe, and secure hearing 
options:  either a telephone 
hearing or our new option 
of an online video hearing.   

Additional information 
on both of these hearing 
options is available here: 
www.ssa.gov/appeals/
hearing_options.html

What are “online video 
hearings”? 

Online video hearings 
are a secure way to 
conduct hearings over 

the internet, using a free 
platform called Microsoft 
Teams.  You and your 
representative, if you 
have one, can attend the 
online video hearing 
safely and securely from 
any private place with a 
secure internet connection 
using a camera-enabled 
smartphone, tablet, or 
computer.  

Like our telephone 
hearings option, the online 
video hearings option is 
not mandatory.  We will 
conduct online video 

hearings the same way 
we conduct telephone 
and in-person hearings.  
During the hearing, the 
administrative law judge 
(ALJ) will swear in all 
hearing participants and 
listen to your testimony.  
You will see the ALJ 
and representative, if 
one has been appointed.  
Other participants, such 
as vocational/medical 
experts and interpreters, 
will join by phone.  

What are the technology 
requirements to participate 
in an online video hearing? 

You and an appointed 
representative, if 
applicable, must have 
access to email and a 
personal computer, laptop, 
or Android/Apple tablet 
or mobile device with a 
secure and private, high-

speed Wi-Fi or cellular 
data connection.  The 
device must have a camera, 
microphone, and speakers.  
If using a mobile device, 
you must download the 
free Microsoft Teams 
application.  

We will send you a link to 
a user guide that explains 
how to access and use 
Microsoft Teams before 
the date of an online video 
hearing.   

Please read our 
publication Online Video 
Hearings at the Social 
Security Administration 
at   www.ssa.gov/pubs/
EN-70-10284.pdf for 
additional information.  A 
short video about online 
video hearings is available 
at www.ssa.gov/appeals/
hearing_video.html.

Hearings with the Social Security 
Adminstrtion during COVID-19
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CLINTON — John 
O. “Jack” 
Schumacher, 
92, of Clinton, 
passed away 

at 2:45 a.m. on December 
24, 2020, at Manor Court, 
Clinton.

Private graveside 
services will be conducted 
on Tuesday, December 
29, 2020, at Oak Park 
Cemetery, Clinton, 
with Cody Monkman 
officiating. Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, is 
in charge of arrangements.

John O. “Jack” 
Schumacher was born on 
November 23, 1928, in 
Urbana, the son of John 
H. and Lois (Mooday) 
Schumacher. He married 
D. Ileen Myers on April 
9, 1951, in Clinton. She 
passed away on August 
19, 2019.

Survivors include his 
children, Cathy (Bill) 
Lobb, Clinton; John 
(Linda) Schumacher, 
Clinton; seven  
grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren.

Jack was preceded in 
death by his parents, one 
brother, and two sisters.

Jack, along with his 
wife, Ileen, were the co-
owners and operators of 
“The Shack,” in Clinton, 
from 1966–2005.  He was 
also a lifetime employee 
of Illinois Central Gulf 
Railroad as a locomotive 
engineer.  Jack was a U.S. 
Army veteran,  serving in 
the Korean War.  He was 
an avid reader and enjoyed 
stamp collecting and Civil 
War history.  Most of all, 
he loved spending time 
with his family.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

John O. ‘Jack’ Schumacher

HEYWORTH — Alan 
Lynn Murphy, 58, of 
Heyworth, passed away 
at 8:43 a.m. on December 
21, 2020, at his family 
residence, Heyworth.

Graveside services will 
be conducted at 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, December 
31, 2020, at Long Point 
Cemetery, Wapella, with 
Pastor Phillip Chambers 
officiating.  Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, is 
in charge of arrangements.

Memorials may be 
directed to the Wapella 
Fire Department or a 
charity of the donor’s 
choice.

Alan was born on 
October 20, 1962, in 
Clinton, the son of 
Melvin “Mick” and Ginny 
(Duncan) Murphy.

Survivors include his 
parents, Melvin “Mick” 
and Ginny Murphy, 
Clinton; children, Candi 
(Jake) Taylor, Wapella, and 
Samantha (Caleb) Ballew, 
Cunningham, Tenn.; 

grandchildren,  Dylan and 
Kylie Taylor, Wapella, and 
Maci and Charli Ballew, 
Cunningham, Tenn.; 
sister, Michelle (Gene) 
Dillow, Mt. Zion, and 
niece, Brooklyn Dillow, 
Mt. Zion.

Alan graduated from 
Wapella High School, in 
1980, and was a lifelong 
farmer and member of the 
Wapella Christian Church.  
He was an avid St. Louis 
Cardinals and Fighting 
Illini fan and enjoyed 
racing four-wheelers.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Alan Lynn Murphy

DECATUR — Ralph 
Robert “Bob” Simmons 
Sr., 63, of Decatur, 
passed away at 5:41 p.m. 
on Tuesday, December 
8, 2020, in Decatur 
Memorial Hospital.

In keeping with Bob’s 
wishes, cremation rites 
will be held. Dawson & 
Wikoff Funeral Home, 
Mt. Zion is assisting the 
family with services. 

Memorials may be 
made in Bob’s memory 
to the Dewitt County 
Sportsman’s Club. 
Messages of condolence 
may be sent to the family 
at dawson-wikoff.com.

Bob was born on 
December 29, 1956, 
in Clinton, the son of 
Ralph M. and Diana D. 
(Breighner) Simmons. He 
married Ronna L. Hays on 
April 17, 1994. He retired 
from Ameren Illinois. 
Bob enjoyed hunting 
and shooting sports and 
was an active member 
of the Dewitt County 
Sportsman’s Club.

Surviving are his wife, 
Ronna of Decatur; sons, 
James Simmons, of 
Champaign, Ralph Robert 

Simmons Jr. (Rachel), 
of Mahomet, and Scott 
Simmons (Rebecca), of 
Savoy; step-daughter, 
Darci Grenko, of Decatur; 
parents, Ralph M. and 
Diana D. Simmons, of 
Collinsville, Ill.; mother-
in-law, Ilene Hays, of 
Clinton; brothers: Thomas 
Simmons (Karen), of 
Belleville, Ill., and Curt 
Simmons (Vicki), of Iowa; 
sister, Mary Jo Simmons 
(Larry), of Lenzburg, Ill.; 
brother-in-law: Don Hays 
(Marsha), of Fisher, Ill.; 
and nine grandchildren.

Bob was preceded in 
death by his brother,  
Stephen Scott Simmons 
and his father-in-law, Ron 
Hays.

0315201902072020

The Bounce Back Team 
believes rehabilitation 
must be a partnership. 
Together, we can get you 
started on the road to 
recovery. Let us show you 
how to bounce back!

Liberty Village of Clinton
1 Park Lane West

217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com
A Not-For-Profit Provider

SPECIALIZING IN
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 
Stroke Rehab | Massage Therapy
Joint Replacement Rehab | Outpatient Serving Argenta, Clinton, Deland and Maroa

201 S. Center Street
Clinton, IL • 217-935-3166

calvertmemorial.com

Pricing to meet 
all needs...

Full Burial Packages

For as low as.................$4,995.00

 Discount Cremation Package

For as low as.................$1,995.00

Top Quality Service, 
affordable for all families.
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Larry L. Calvert

Alex A. Calvert

Randall J. Rice

Ralph Robert 
‘Bob’ Simmons Sr.CLINTON — Ada 

Nadyne Blake, 89, of 
Clinton, passed from 
this life into her Savior’s 
presence at 5:01 p.m. 
on December 27, 2020, 
at Decatur Memorial 
Hospital, Decatur.

Services will be 
conducted at 1 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 31, 
2020, at the First Christian 
Church, Clinton, with 
Scott Marsh officiating. 
Burial will follow at 
Oak Park Cemetery, 
Clinton. Visitation will 
be held from 5–7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 30, 
2020, at the First Christian 
Church, Clinton.  Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, is 
in charge of arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be directed 
to the First Christian 
Church, the Wapella 
Fire Department, or the 
Kenney Fire Department.

Ada was born on March 
31, 1931, in Bellflower, 
Ill., the daughter of 
Nathan and Mary Ona 
(Spencer) Welch. She 
married Gerald Wayne 
Blake on April 3, 1948, in 
Clinton. He passed away 
on January 16, 2010.

Survivors include 
her daughters, Elaine 
(Richard) White, Reddick, 
Ill.; Phyllis (Tom) 

Cyrulik, Clinton; Sheri 
(Roger) Knoy, Clinton; 
eight grandchildren, 12 
great-grandchildren, eight  
great-great grandchildren; 
siblings, Mabel Rich, 
Wilmington, Ill.; Merle 
Delmar “Skinny” Welch, 
Clinton; and John Earl 
(Nita) Welch, Clinton.

Ada was preceded in 
death by her parents, four 
brothers and three sisters.

Ada attended First 
Christian Church, Clinton.  
She was a talented 
quilter making dozens 
of beautiful quilts.  Ada 
was also an avid gardener 
and enjoyed making 
cakes and pies for many 
occasions.  Ada enjoyed 
her family, especially 
her grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and great-
great-grandchildren.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Ada Nadyne Blake
CLINTON — James 

R. Sams, 79 of Clinton, 
passed away at 9:30 a.m. 
on December 25, 2020, 
at his family home in 
Clinton.

Graveside services will 
be conducted at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, January 2, 
2021, at Pleasant Valley 
Cemetery, Kenney, with 
Pastor Darrell Howard 
officiating.  Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, is 
in charge of arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be 
directed to The Clinton 
United Methodist Church 
or the Cancer Care Center 
of Decatur.

Jim was born on May 
15, 1941, in Kenney, 
the son of Kenneth and 
Vera (Brady) Sams. He 
married Norma Jean Hart 
on November 5, 1961, in 
Clinton. She passed away 
on July 12, 2017.

Survivors include his 
children, Roger (Diana) 
Sams, Bellevue, Neb.; 
and Janelle (Brad) 
Thomas, Clinton; four 
grandchildren, Collin 
Sams, Truax Field 
A.F.B., Madison, Wis.; 
Ross Thomas; Paige 
(Clayton) Dunn; and Reid 
Thomas, all of Clinton; 
and one great-grandson 
on the way; siblings,  
Joan Koons, Clinton; 
Dixie (Fred) Maul, East 
Alton, Ill.; Connie (John) 
Herington, Warrensburg; 
Kay (Bill) Meeker, North 
Henderson, Ill.; Ken 
(Jean) Sams, Clinton; 
Mary (Nolan) Stanley, 
Prince George, Va.: Peggy 
Kaufman, Danvers; Ron 

(Janice) Sams, Kenney; 
Sue (Randy) Reeter, 
Mt. Pulaski; Patti (Jim) 
Horton, Bourbonnais, Ill.; 
and Jo Ellen (Pat) Walsh, 
Mt. Pulaski; sister-in-
law, Susie Sams, Clinton; 
and special friend, Carol 
Brisard, Clinton.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
one brother, Richard.

Jim was a member of the 
Clinton United Methodist 
Church.  He started 
working at Revere Copper 
& Brass, Inc., in Clinton, 
in 1961 before retiring in 
1999.  Jim was a member 
of the Elks Lodge, in 
Clinton, a Golden Eagle 
at the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, and a 50-year 
member of the DeWitt 
Lodge AF & AM.  He 
was also a member of 
the DeWitt County Farm 
Bureau and served on the 
Clinton Sanitation District 
Board.  Jim enjoyed 
golfing and was a member 
of the Collectors of Illinois 
Pottery and Stoneware.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

James R. Sams

www.theclintonjournal.com

111 South Monroe
Clinton, IL 61727

Ph: 217-935-3171 
Fax: 217-935-6086 

www.theclintonjournal.com

Get Your News At 
Your Door and on 
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5 Reasons to 

READ 
The

1. It helps you to learn something 
new every day, and slow down 
aging.

2. It gives you leads to connect 
with remarkable people and 
events

3. It’s a source of inspiration, 
knowledge, and finding 
solutions.

4. It often triggers some responses, 
including memories and strong 
emotions from the brain. 
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educational tool for youth.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
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CLINTON CITY COUNCIL
Mayor - Roger Cyrulik
Dan Ballenger
935-2394
Kenny Buchanan
935-9438
Tom Edmunds
935-6861
John Wise
(217) 412-0501

DEWITT COUNTY 
BOARD
Dist. A
Claro Carter - 935-3892
Aaron Kammeyer - (309) 
838-3404
Jamison Prestegaard - 
309-660-6551

Dist. B
Christy Pruser - 935-2402
Travis Houser - (309) 261-
3964
Terry Ferguson, chairman 
- 519-0016

Dist. C
Jay Wickenhauser - 
935-3550
David Newberg, - 519-
2137
Megan Myers - 309-212-
9077

Dist. D
Melonie Tilley, vice chair-
man - 935-6538
Nathan Ennis - (217) 433-
2174
Dan Matthews - (217) 
306-6576

U.S. GOVERNMENT
Executive
President Donald Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvannia Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202) 456-1414

Legislature
Sen. Dick Durbin
364 Russell Senate Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2152
or
525 S. Eighth St.
Springfield, IL. 62703
(217) 492-4062

Sen. Tammy Duckworth
524 Hart Senate Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2854
(202) 228-0618 FAX

Rep. Rodney Davis
1740 Longworth House 
Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515-
1313
(202) 225-2371
(202) 226-0791 FAX
or
2004 Fox Drive
Champaign, IL. 61720
(217) 403-4690
(217) 403-4691 FAX

ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT
Gov. J.B. Pritzker
207 Statehouse
Springfield, IL. 62706
(217) 782-6830

101st District State Rep.
Dan Caulkins
Springfield Office:
205 A-N Stratton Office 
Building
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-8163
District Office:
715 West Imboden Drive
Decatur, IL  62521
(217) 876-1968
(217) 876-1973 FAX

51st District State Sen.
Chapin Rose
510 S. Staley Road, Suite 
D
Champaign, IL. 61822
(217) 607-1853
(217) 607-5471 FAX
or
1030 State Capital Bldg.
Springfield, IL. 62706
(217) 558-1006

HISTORY
ALMANAC

The Clinton Journal accepts responsibly written 
letters covering topics of interest to our readers.  

Letters must be the original works of their senders.
The Journal accepts letters endorsing political 

candidates up to the Tuesday before a Friday edition 
prior to election day.  The Journal will not publish 
letters from candidates endorsing themselves.

All other letters will be published at the discretion of 
The Journal, space permitting, in the next available 
edition.  The Journal does not publish anonymous 
letters.  Letters submitted for publication must 
include the name of the author, address and 
telephone number.  Addresses and telephone 

numbers will not be published.
The editor and manager reserve the right to edit 

letters for length and/or content and to publish letters 
using any Journal platform, i.e. print newspaper, 
Web site or other electronic delivery method.

Readers should keep in mind that letters published 
are the opinions of their authors, are not news 
reports and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of this newspaper its staff or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information used in 
letters but will remove any passages it considers 
potentially libelous.

Clinton Journal letter policy

There wasn’t a single 
veteran on the sidewalk 
outside the coffee shop. 
I was saddened by this, 
believing they couldn’t 
continue their morning 
meetings because of 
the cold weather. Still, I 
approached the carry-out 
window to order a hot 
drink -- and saw that the 
whole bunch of them were 
inside, all seated 6 feet 
apart in their lawn chairs.

I poked my head through 
the door and was waved 
in.

“I have an 
announcement,” Sarge 
said from his perch on 
a stool at the counter. 

He rapped his COVID 
measuring stick on the 
floor. “We can’t stay out 
in the cold all winter,” he 
said. “So, I bought this 
place. VA small-business 
loan. Welcome to our new 
clubhouse.”

The group exploded with 
questions, of course. He 
explained, “I bought it, but 
we’re the only ones who 
will be allowed in here. 
To keep to all the virus 
rules, we’ll sell coffee 
through the window, 
maybe make hot meals for 
homeless vets if anybody 
knows how to cook. But 
you all have to sign up as 
employees.”

That naturally got a 
huge reaction about 
government regulations, 
phony COVID stats and 
privacy. “We’re limited 
in how many we can have 
in here,” he countered, 
“unless you’re employees. 
In case somebody rats 
us out and sends the 
authorities around.”

Sarge was serious, and 
he had the paperwork 
to prove it. He waved a 
sheaf of documents and 

handed out a stack of W-4 
forms. They all got busy 
writing in their names and 
Social Security numbers 
on documents that would 
never be sent to the IRS. 

“You up for it, son?” He 
waved a form at me.

What the heck, right? 
I know how to cook, 
courtesy of the Army. So I 
took the form and filled it 
out. I knew I was officially 
admitted to the group, 
after all this time, when 
Sarge told me to bring a 
lawn chair.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

1934 - The Federal 
Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration (FDIC) began 
operation.

1936 - The “New York 
Herald Tribune” began 
microfilming its current 
issues.

1937 - The First Cotton 
Bowl football game was 
played in Dallas, TX. 
Texas Christian University 
(T.C.U.) beat Marquette, 
16-6.

1939 - The Hewlett-Pack-
ard partnership was 
formed by Bill Hewlett and 
Dave Packard.

1942 - U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill issued 
a declaration called the 
“United Nations.” It was 
signed by 26 countries 
that vowed to create an 
international postwar 
World War II peacekeep-
ing organization.

1945 - France was admit-
ted to the United Nations.

1956 - Sudan gained its 
independence.

1958 - The European 
Economic Community 
(EEC) started operations.

1959 - Fidel Castro over-
threw the government of 
Fulgencio Batista, and 
seized power in Cuba.

1968 - Evel Knievel, stunt 
performing daredevil, lost 
control of his motorcycle 
midway through a jump of 
141 feet over the orna-
mental fountains in front 
of Caesar’s Palace in Las 
Vegas.

1971 - Tobacco ads 
representing $20 million 
dollars in advertising were 
banned from TV and radio 
broadcast.

1973 - Britain, Ireland, 
Denmark and Norway 
joined the EEC.

1975 - The magazine 
“Popular Electronics” an-
nounced the invention of 
a person computer called 
Altair. MITS, using an Intel 
microprocessor, devel-
oped the computer.

1979 - The United States 
and China held celebra-
tions in Washington, DC, 
and Beijing to mark the 
establishment of diplomat-
ic relations between the 
two countries.

1981 - Greece joined the 
European Community.

1984 - AT&T was broken 
up into 22 Bell System 
companies under terms 
of an antitrust agreement 
with the U.S. Federal 
government.

1986 - Spain and Portugal 
joined the European Com-
munity (EC).

1987 - A pro-democracy 
rally took place in Bei-
jing’s Tiananmen Square 
(China).

1990 - David Dinkins was 
sworn in as New York 
City’s first black mayor.

1992 - The ESPN Radio 
Network was officially 
launched.

1992 - In Kuala, Lumpur, 
the groundbreaking cer-
emony for the Petronas 
Towers took place.

1993 - Czechoslovakia 
split into two separate 
states, the Czech Re-
public and Slovakia. The 
peaceful division had 
been engineered in 1992.

1994 - Bill Gates, Chief 
Executive Officer of Mic-
rosoft and Melinda French 
were married.

At ease: Sarge and the coffee shop vets

A show of hands, please. 
Is anybody else getting 
worn out by the current 
state of our lives? Is there 
anything we can do about 
it?

All I wanted was a 
package of socks. That 
shouldn’t be hard. In the 
past, once a year or so, I’d 
stroll into the local big-
box store, grab a package 
off the shelf (especially 
happy when I found a 
bonus pack with 2 extra 
pairs in it), pay for it and 
walk out.

And now? Now I can’t 
find them anywhere. 
I don’t dare walk into 

stores just to wander 
around, so I’m left to do 
my hunt on the internet. 
These particular socks 
are nowhere to be found 
... except for the ones at 
three times the price on 
Amazon.

Then there was the 
phone call from a 
neighbor, in the middle of 
my hunt, describing a new 
family panic. A family 
member is undergoing 
serious medical treatment. 
They just learned that his 
nurse tested positive for 
COVID.

Is anyone else tired 
of the need for constant 

vigilance because of 
COVID? The inability to 
acquire basic goods and 
sometimes food? The 
constant sad stories of 
seniors who are in rehab 
centers who haven’t had 
visitors in months?

That’s probably what 
breaks my heart the most, 
all those lonely seniors 
in nursing homes or 
retirement centers.

I can’t do anything about 
the state of the world, but I 

can do this: Over the next 
week I’m going to send 
individual notes and cards 
to the residents of a local 
nursing home. I got all 
their first names and last 
initials from the facility 
director, and I’ve ordered 
a big box of miscellaneous 
greeting cards. Each one 
will get a note and a cheery 
card from me. Maybe it 
will help brighten their 
day for a few minutes.

It’s the best I can do.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

The best you can do
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CHURCHES
Area Churches Directory

Calvary United 
Pentecostal Church

412 S. Monroe Street, Clinton
(217) 935-8627
10 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Mondays family prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday Bible 
study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry Street, Clin-
ton
Office (217) 935-5808
Preschool office (217) 935-
4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday worship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school
Preschool Tues., Wed. and 
Thurs. morning and afternoon 
sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, Gospel 
preacher
AudioEvangelism.com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday morning Bible 
study
10 a.m.-Sunday morning 
worship
1 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday evening 
Bible study

Clinton Church 
of God

720 E. Woodlawn Street, 
Clinton
clintoncog.org
Jeffrey DeLaughter, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday morning 
worship
6 p.m.-Sunday night service
7 p.m.-Wednesday service

Clinton 
Presbyterian Church

402 N. Center Street
Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship 
with nursery available
Senior high youth group 
meets twice a month.

PC - A Place to Belong - 
Believe – Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard, pastor
(217) 935-5869
Email
clinton.methodist@frontier.
com
clintonumcil.org
Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., Mon.-Fri. 
5 p.m.-Saturday evening 
service
9 a.m.-Sunday service
10:30 a.m.-Sunday school

First Baptist Church
220 Illini Drive, Clinton
(217) 935-2032
firstbaptistchurch3@frontier.
com
John Roberson, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship
5 p.m.-Sunday evening wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-week 
prayer meeting

First Christian Church
100 N. Jackson Street, Clin-
ton (W. Main & N. Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Charlie Welke, interim minis-
ter
Services at 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m.
Church for 3-year-olds, be-
ginner church (4 yrs.-k), junior 
church (1st-5th grades)
Nursery available at each 
morning service.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Kleemann Drive, 
Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday prayer 
around the altar
8:45 a.m.-continental break-
fast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school / 
Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-week 
service

Kenney Christian 
Church

213 W. Benjamin Street, 
Kenney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, minister
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school 
(pre-K-adult)
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship
10:30 a.m.-Sunday children’s 
church (pre-K-5th grades)
10:30 a.m.-nursery
5 p.m.-Sunday youth group 
(junior high and high school)

Lane Christian Church
(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
Jim Kilson, preaching and 
teaching minister
Nick Tuttle, youth and family 
minister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth group
“We’re ordinary people help-
ing each other become faith-
ful followers of Jesus.”

Lifebridges Church
200 S. Alexander Street, 
Clinton
(217) 570-0105
www. lifebridgeschurch.com
Pastors-Jonathan and Dana 
Taylor 
10 a.m.-Sunday celebration
10 a.m.- AMPED Kids for 
ages (1-5 grades)
10 a.m.-AMPED Jr. (birth-K)
7 p.m.-AfterShock teen 
church, 6th-12 grades
6 p.m.-Wednesday, Strategic 
Disciple

6:30 p.m.-Thursday, DIVE 
teen Bible study
7 p.m.- Thursdays, 1st & 3rd, 
Empowered Women / 2nd & 
4th, Frontline Men

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe Street, Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Rev. James Henning, pastor
4 p.m.-Saturday mass
8:30 a.m.-Sunday mass

St. Patrick 
Catholic Church

308 S. Locust Street, Wapella
(217) 935-8510
Office hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Tues.
Father Geoff Horton, admin-
istrator
9 a.m.-Sunday mass

Texas Christian Church
8301 Texas Church Road, 
Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristianchurch.
org
Scott Marsh, minister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-Sunday worship
6 p.m.-Sunday evening wor-
ship
6 p.m.-Wednesday prayer 
meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., Clinton
(217) 464-0780
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship with 
pot luck afterwards
6 p.m.-Mondays, “Great Con-
troversy” study and Pathfinder 
events throughout the year.

Wapella Christian 
Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship
“Celebrating our 150th year”

Waynesville 
United 

Methodist Church
202 S. Isham Street
P.O. Box 70, Waynesville 
61778
Tami Werschey-Kessinger, 
pastor
9:15 a.m.-Sunday Facebook 
Live
10:30 a.m.-Sunday school via 
Zoom 
7-8:30 a.m.-Wednesday com-
munity coffee
8:30 a.m.-Wednesday morn-
ing Bible study via Zoom

WAITE’S 
DRY CLEANERS

NEW Drop 
off location:
Memories 

Past 
Antiquies

102 E. Side 
Square, 
Clinton

Questions?
Call 1-217-422-6932

12252020

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey
---
1. Is the book of Leviticus in the Old or New Testament 

or neither?
2. For possible New Year’s resolutions, Proverbs 16:3 

says, “Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts 
shall be ...”? Resolved, Established, Directed, Bountiful

3. In Luke 2, what prophetess spoke of Jesus “to all 
them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem”? Anna, 
Jezebel, Damaris, Whore of Babylon

4. In which month of the religious calendar did the new 
year begin in the Bible? 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th

5. From Matthew 2, to what country did Mary, Joseph 
and the baby Jesus flee? Jordan, Syria, Oman, Egypt

6. Who told Joseph about the death of Herod? Melchior, 
Angel (in a dream), Augustus Caesar, Phanuel

 

Sharpen your understanding of scripture with Wilson’s 
Casey’s latest book, “Test Your Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores and online.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Established; 3) Anna; 4) 7th; 5) 
Egypt; 6) Angel (in a dream)
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Thanks a Latte
for Your Support!

We really appreciate your generous support in 
2020. Your visits always perk us up, and we look 

forward to serving you again soon.
Here’s hoping your Christmas 
is the perfect blend of peace 

and happiness – and that your 
cup runneth over with good 

fortune in 2021!

59 Cedar Square  Clinton, IL
www.coffeecorneril.com 

217-570-0773
Monday-Wednesday 6am-3pm

Thursday-Friday 6am-4pm
Saturday 7am-Noon • Closed Sunday 12252020

935-2876
322 S Grant St.,  Clinton, IL

www.HSHRealtors.com

Denise Torbert, Managing Broker 

Harlan Powers, Broker 217-358-4418

Jane Hooker, Broker 309 275 3549 01
01

20
21

We would like to thank you for allowing us 
to be a part of  your lives. Your satisfaction 

is our greatest joy.  
We cherish the relationship that continues 

after the sale with you & your family.

May God bless your New Year with
Happiness, Prosperity, Peace  

and Good Health.

www.HSHRealtors.com

April
• Clinton YMCA 

established a childcare 
program to help local 
healthcare workers and 
first responders.

• Rep. Dan Caulkins 
expressed his support 
of the federal stimulus 
package.

• Gov. Pritzker extended 
a stay-at-home order 
through April.

• Vespasian Warner 
Library announced it 
would host a traveling 
Smithsonian exhibit in 
late 2021 titled “Voices 
and Votes: Democracy in 
America.”

• City officials predict 
lost revenue because 
of COVID-19 business 
closures or restrictions 
could affect city finances 
later.

May
• City applies for state 

grant to help Clintonia 
Eagle Theater, which 
was severely affected by 
state business COVID 
restrictions.

• The Vault and Clinton 
Community Educational 
Foundation reported they 
received grants from the 
Illinois Prairie Community 
Foundation.

• Rep. Dan Caulkins 
hosts a virtual townhall 
meeting to let local 
business owners air their 
grievances about state 
restrictions implemented 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

• School district officials 
announce multiple plans 
readied to deal with the 
restart of school in August 
under COVID restrictions.

June
• Hoping to meet in 

person for the final 
approval vote on the 
Alta Farms II project, 
the county board voted 
during a virtual meeting 
to postpone the vote until 
July 14.

• Gov. Pritzker signed 
a relief bill allowing 
restaurants and bars to 

serve cocktails-to-go.
• Clintonia Eagle Theater 

holds one of a series of 
drive-through concessions 
sales in the theater parking 
lot.

• Fire destroys the 
Clinton Assembly of God 
church on June 19.  The 
church board is currently 
in the planning stage with 
an architect to rebuild the 
church.

• City officials project 
lost revenue of $266,000 
because of state COVID 
restrictions.

• The county board 
schedules an outdoor 
meeting on Mr. Lincoln’s 
Square to take a final vote 
on the Alta Farms II wind 
energy special use permit.

• Susan and Ken Klein 
and Lisa and Louie Lueras 
buy the Magill House 
building with plans to 
redevelop the building into 
Magill Centre, housing a 
bakery and holistic health 
center.

July
• The Clinton 

Community School 
District agreed pay former 
district employee Lynn 
Westhoff $100,000 in back 
pay and compensatory 
damages based on a 
three-year conciliation 
agreement from the 
U.S. Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC).  The district 
will also agreed to pay 
Westoff’s attorney fees of 
$50,000. 

• Clinton High School 
conducted a severely 
scaled back graduation for 
2020 seniors because of 
COVID-19.  The public 
was not present at the 
ceremony that included 
primarily students’ 
parents.

• The city council 
considers licensing golf 
carts locally for use on 
city streets,

• Warner Hospital 
receives a perfect score 
for infection control from 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health.

• The county board 
approves the Alta Farms II 
special use permit during 
a public meeting held 
outdoors.

• School district officials 
announce parents will 
receive a choice of 
sending their students to 
in-person classes in the 
fall or remain with in-
home study.

• City files rules to govern 
the licensing of golf cart 
use on city streets.

• The county finalized 
plans to bring Farmer 
City into the county EMS 
system.

August
• The city council vote 

to approve a plan allowing 
the use of golf carts on 
city streets.  The carts are 
not permitted on state or 
county roadways.

• DeWitt/Macon County 
4-H holds virtual horse 
show, which included 23 
exhibitors.

• The Chamber of 
Commerce and City of 
Clinton begin accepting 
donations to renovate 
the Ultimate Playspace, 
located in Kiwanis Park.

September
• Exelon announces 

plans to close two of its 
nuclear plant in Illinois, 
vows to keep Clinton plant 
open through 2026.

• City announces net 
revenue up over the 
previous period last year.

• Warner Hospital erects 
a tent for the second time 
for COVID-19 testing.  
The tent was not needed 
the first time, but a surge in 
cases locally now required 
its use.

• The Village of Wapella 
held a socially-distanced 
event to dedicate its new 
Veterans Wall of Honor.

October
• Hospital officials 

announced the facility 
was handling increased 
numbers of COVID 
testing, testing 225 people 
during the week.

• Anderson Ford and 
Baum Chevrolet hold 
a social-distance cruise 
event.

• Clinton Mayor Roger 
Cyrulik urged residents 
to follow state COVID 
guidelines while engaging 
in trick or treat activities.

• Arcosa Wind Towers 
announces it would 
permanently lay off its 
staff of 148 at its Clinton 
wind tower manufacturing 
facility.

• Smoke from major west 
coast forest fires reaches 
DeWitt County.

• County approves more 
items associated with the 
Alta Farms II wind project 
permit.

November
• Four challengers 

backed by anti-wind farm 
residents win seats on 
county board.

• A positive COVID case 
causes Goodwill store to 
close for disinfection.

• The Flower Corner 
& Country Church Craft 
Mall closes after 23 years 
in business.

December
• The county board 

reorganizes and names 
new chairman, vice 
chairman and committee 
heads after swearing in 
new members.

•  “Peaceful Christmas 
Assembly” alternative 
parade held in Clinton.  
The Chamber of 
Commerce board decided 
not to hold its annual 
parade this year, following 
state directives with 
respect to large gatherings 
and social-distancing.

• School district 
announces likely return to 
in-person classes Jan. 4.

• New county land use 
committee members meet 
for first time post-election.

• City announces sales 
tax revenue up for the 
year.

Newsfrom2020

5
5 Reasons It Helps to

READ 
The

1. Helps you to develop an 
open and critical mind.

2. Helps you to distinguish 
truth from falsehoods.

3. Helps you to improve your 
storytelling techniques and 
creativity.

4. Helps you to improve your 
language skills.

5. Helps you to be a great 
conversationalist.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
CJFILL

Lisa Shepherd
Illinois State Water Survey

CHAMPAIGN — 
Scientists investigating 
present and future water 
resources in Illinois find a 
wealth of data through the 
Illinois Water Inventory 
Program (IWIP) at the 
Illinois State Water Survey 
(ISWS).  

For more than 40 years, 
the state-sponsored 
program has collected 
data from users of high-
capacity intakes and wells 
in Illinois rated to pump 
more than 70 gallons per 
minute. Once voluntary, 
annual reporting became 
mandatory in 2010, based 
on an amendment in the 
Water Use Act of 1983.

Since 2015, ag irrigators 
of high-capacity wells are 
also required to report their 
water usage each year. 
IWIP collaborates with 
the Illinois Farm Bureau 
to educate irrigators 
about the mandate and 
to compile data for the 
program.

Although reporting is 
required under the Illinois 
Water Use Act, ISWS is 
not a regulatory agency. 
ISWS uses the information 
to inform research related 
to water supply planning 
and estimating future 
water needs, according to 
IWIP coordinator Conor 
Healy.   

“Through IWIP, we 
provide better science 
and better services to 

researchers seeking 
information,” Healy said.

Recently, ISWS 
scientists have used 
the aggregated data for 
groundwater resource 
analyses for cities and 
regions in Illinois. Water 
supplies are especially 
at risk in Northeast 
Illinois, for example, and 
groundwater modeling 
helps to forecast the 
adequacy of water 
supplies for the next 20 to 
30 years.

The program also assists 
the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources and 
other state organizations 
in informing state water 
planning decisions and 
identifying areas where 
water resources are most 
vulnerable.

Until about 2014, 
participants in the IWIP 
program were sent a paper 
form to fill out annually 
for reporting their water 
use. This required ISWS 
staff to enter data from 
handwritten forms, which 
was time consuming and 
prone to errors.

Now high-capacity 
water users can submit 
their water use via the 
web, using IWIP’s online 
reporting tool, which make 
it simple to enter water 
withdrawal and purchased 
water information. Staff 
are available to provide 
support to participants, 
conduct analyses on the 
data, and answer requests 
for information.

Reporting program collects 
data on water use in Illinois
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NEWS YEAR’S GREETINGS!

111 S Monroe, Clinton, IL 61727
(217)935-3171 • www.theclintonjournal.com

Happy New Year 
From...

01
01

20
21

WAITE’S 
DRY CLEANERS
New Drop Location: Memories Past Antiques

102 E. Side Square, Clinton
Questions? Call 217-422-6932 CJ SIGS

1201 W. Hwy 54, Clinton,
(217) 935-8522

Locally Owned & Operated by Jack & Gail Millan

01
01

20
21

K & S Furniture 
Serving you for 55 years

202 South Main Street 
Farmer City, IL 

(309) 928-9382
Hours:Tue-Fri 8am-5pm & Sat 9am-4pm 

FREE
Delivery

LOW 
Sales Tax

General Accounting • Bookkeeping • Individual Tax Preparation

910 St. Rt. 54 E
Clinton, IL 61727

(217) 935-8871
Fax: (217) 935-5711

Andrea Livingston, CPA • Pat Good • Julie Floyd, CPA

12
20

20
19

811 West State Highway 54, Clinton, IL
Service & Parts: 217.935.2144 

Sales: 866.408.8606
www.douglasdeals.com

Douglas Dodge

01012021

Happy New Year!

Thank you 
veterans for 
your service.

11
11

20
16

01
01

20
21

Kevin Lower

Happy 
New 
Year!

NEWS YEAR’S 
GREETINGS!

The pandemic not only 
reshaped our daily lives 
this year, it created 

an unprecedented shape to the 
market, one in which stocks 
experienced their fastest and 
steepest bear market decline on 
record, followed by a historically 
quick recovery to new highs. 
Economic, political and social 
conditions all entered uncharted 
territory in 2020.

While turning the page on 
the calendar doesn’t mean an 
equally immediate change in 
investment conditions, we do 
think 2021 will bring a new 
backdrop against which markets 
will progress. Here are four of 
our broad views for the year 
ahead:

1. The economy grows 
gradually amid a transition from 
reopening to a new normal.

We think the introduction 
of a vaccine in 2021 will be 
a necessary and key element 
in shifting from reopening-
driven progress to a more 
normal and persistent level of 
GDP growth. This will include 
activity returning in the most 
affected industries like travel, 
entertainment and leisure, 
which play an important role 
in our consumer spending-led 
economy.

Consumers will be the driving 
force in the comeback. We 
expect further improvement 
in labor market conditions, 
including a gradual drop in 
unemployment. However, we 
suspect it will take longer to 
return to or near pre-pandemic 
levels given the damage done to 

small businesses, shifts to virtual 
work arrangements as well as 
the expanded use of technology 
and automation.

Following the initial rebound 
in GDP as portions of the 
economy reopened in the second 
half of 2020, we expect growth 
through 2021 to be more modest, 
if not choppy. We think 2%-plus 
GDP growth (consistent with 
pre-pandemic growth trends) 
can be achieved as activity and 
behaviors normalize, though the 
new normal economy will have 
a slightly different complexion 
given accelerated trends in 
technology and consumer 
spending habits, remote 
work conditions, changes in 
commercial and residential real 
estate investment, government 
expenditures and business 
investment.

2. Policy stimulus remains a 
tailwind as fiscal aid teams up 
with the Fed.

We think fiscal and monetary 
policy will be a wind at the 
economy’s back in coming 
years, supporting a sustained 
economic recovery. Historically, 
expansions tend to run out 
of steam as monetary policy 
(interest rate) settings become 
more restrictive. We doubt the 
Fed will raise rates or tighten 
policy any time soon. At the 
same time, with Fed stimulus 
spigots already wide open and 
the economy still suffering the 
effects of the pandemic, we 
think fiscal policy will provide 
more help than hurt ahead.

Government spending as a 
percentage of GDP trended 

higher from the ‘50s through the 
‘70s. Since then, it has leveled 
off somewhat, moving higher 
during recessions and then 
gradually receding as economic 
conditions improve. We’ve seen 
a significant spike recently, and 
we expect the pandemic fiscal 
response from Washington to 
remain in place in the coming 
year to continue to bridge the 
lingering labor market and 
consumer divide created by the 
shutdown.

While unprecedented policy 
responses addressed the more 
immediate economic threat, this 
has potentially created longer-
term implications, namely a 
bloated Fed balance sheet and 
rising federal budget deficits/
debt. The former raises the 
potential for higher inflation 
down the road, while the latter 
raises the potential for eventual 
unfavorable fiscal choices 
(higher financing costs, higher 
taxes, spending cuts). Neither 
of these scenarios will come to 
a head in the next few years, in 
our view, but they will be legacy 
impacts of the pandemic policy 
responses that markets will 
grapple with over time.

3. Interest rates stay low for 
longer.

Ten-year interest rates fell to 
record lows in 2020. We think 
two primary influences will 
keep interest rates relatively 
low in the coming year: sizable 
Fed stimulus programs and 
subdued inflation. We doubt 
the extraordinary Fed support 
will be unwound rapidly as we 
expect the economic recovery 

to be gradual. A more vigorous 
economic rebound poses the 
greatest potential to spark higher 
inflation and interest rates, but 
we think that is a trend that is 
more likely to play out over the 
next several years.

The Fed has introduced a new 
policy strategy aimed at raising 
inflation toward a more desirable 
long-term level of 2 percent 
percent. Whereas the 2 percent 
target was historically viewed 
as a destination, U.S. central 
bankers will now allow prices to 
run above that level for a period 
in an effort to hit an average of 2 
percent over time. We think this 
signals the Fed’s commitment to 
keeping highly accommodative 
monetary policy in place for the 
next several years, which should 
help the economic recovery and 
equity markets. To the extent 
the combination of monetary 
and fiscal stimulus produces 
a lift in demand that guides 
inflation higher in the near term, 
financial markets would likely 
begin to fixate on the question 
of, “How far above its target 
will the Fed let inflation go, 
and for how long?” Similar Fed 
policy worries in 2013 and 2018 
spurred market volatility and 
temporary pullbacks in equity 
markets as investors recalibrated 
expectations for ongoing Fed 
stimulus.

4. Backed by a combination 
of growth and stimulus, the bull 
market continues.

We think the gap between the 
economy and equity market 
will narrow in 2021. Stocks 
returned to new highs in mid-

2020, while GDP remained well 
below pre-pandemic levels. The 
60% market rally off the lows 
reflected the anticipation of an 
economic rebound, which we 
anticipate will continue through 
2021, supporting further gains in 
U.S. equities.

Historically, when GDP is 
growing, corporate earnings 
are rising, and monetary 
policy settings are loose – a 
combination we believe will 
persist through 2021 – the 
market has experienced positive 
returns.

The stock market has typically 
performed well in the year 
following a recession, bear 
market or election. This reflects 
the fact that economic rebounds, 
while often experiencing 
challenges in the early stages of 
the cycle, are typically enduring, 
with the average postwar 
expansion lasting nearly 4 
years. At the same time, passing 
uncertainties, such as elections, 
tend to be a supportive catalyst, 
with markets averaging a rise of 
7% in the calendar year after an 
election.

As we transition to 2021, 
remember it’s your financial 
goals, not the calendar or the 
twists and turns of the current 
environment, that are the most 
important guide for your long-
term strategy and investment 
decisions. Talk with your 
Edward Jones financial advisor 
about how you can best position 
yourself to stay on track toward 
your goals in the coming year 
and well beyond.

Turning the page on 2020. What comes next?

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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As we close the 
curtains on another 
year, we extend our 
kindest greetings to 
you and yours this 

holiday season. 

Shelley Danison

Kim Hoyt

Lance White

Linda Robinson

Tammy Marks

Savannah Pleasant

Beth Tarbox

Becky Hood

Mark Smiley

 Jessica Sarinana

Ally PatelskiMelanie Cheatham

Gayla Younker

Allie Thayer
Stacy Kraus

Lesa Friesland

Libby Bateson

301 South Side Square, Clinton
217-935-3144

220 East Van Buren St., Clinton
217-935-6125 

www.sblincoln.com

12
25

20
20

NEWS YEAR’S GREETINGS
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WEATHER/NEWS
Your Forecast

Information from the National Weather Service

Weather History

Thursday
Cloudy
High 34

Friday
Rain

High 42

Saturday
Chance of rain

High 34

Sunday
Sunny

High 37 

Monday
Cloudy
High 42

Tuesday
Cloudy
High 42

COVID Testing
is moving on

December 1st.
Testing will be held at our 

Wellness Center 
418 West South St.

Monday - Friday

9am to 5pm

Doctor’s Order Required.

HOME FURNITURE

Eastland Dr. at 
Hershey Rd., Bloomington
309.662.7733
STORE HOURS: Mon, Tues
Thurs & Fri 10am - 8pm
Wed & Sat 10am - 6pm 
www.martinshomefurniture.com

10
02

20
20

0% 
Financing (Visit store for details)

Delivery 
Available!

Buster sectional

Dining room

Wicklow sofa

Porter bedroom

Chaise sofa

BIG SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE!

SIX PROFESSIONAL 
INTERIOR DESIGNERS 

TO ASSIST YOU!

The217HomeTeam.com 205 East Side Square, Clinton, IL 61727
Office 217.935.8525

618 N. Chicago, Lincoln, IL 62656 
Camill Tedrick, 

Designated Managing Broker

Each office is locally owned and operated.

Thank You For Making 
2020 A huge success and 

looking forward to helping 
everyone in 2021!!!

Wednesday
Chance snow/

rain mix
High 39

January 1
• 1965: The new year started out very wet in Peoria. 
4.43 inches of precipitation was received, making it 
the wettest January day on record in the city.

• 1999: A major winter storm paralyzed much of the 
region, during the first few days of 1999. Snow began 
falling across portions of central Illinois before noon on 
New Years Day, and continued at moderate to heavy 
rates for most of the following 24 hour period. Areas 

from Charleston southward also saw the snow mixed 
with rain or freezing rain at times. Once the
snow ended, high winds developed, causing severe 
blowing and drifting snow and dangerous
wind chills. The heaviest snow band extended from 
near Quincy, to Virginia, then through the Peoria 
and Bloomington areas to Champaign, where 14 or 
more inches of snow were common. The weight of 
the heavy snow caused many roofs and porches to 
collapse, causing one death and one injury.
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Sports
Fighting Illini Basketball

CHAMPAIGN —  The 
No. 18 Fighting Illini took 
down Indiana, 69-60, on 
Saturday afternoon. The Il-
lini were led by a dominat-
ing performance from their 
duo of sophomore Kofi 

Cockburn and junior Ayo 
Dosunmu.

Cockburn scored 15 
points and grabbed 15 re-
bounds, while Dosunmu 
scored 30 points on 11-of-
17 shooting, including 20 

points in the second half.
The game was close the 

entire time, with the Illi-
ni taking a 29-27 lead into 
halftime. With nine min-
utes left, Dosunmu took 
over converting on all four 

of his three-point attempts 
and willing the Illini to a 
strong finish.

Senior Da’Monte Wil-
liams steadied Illinois in 
the first half with two three-
point field goals.

Dosunmu, Cockburn claw No. 18 Illini to win over Indiana

UNIVERSITY PARK, 
Pa. — The No. 18 Fighting 
Illini defeated Penn State, 
98-81, Wednesday night 
in State College behind 
30 points from junior Ayo 
Dosunmu.  

Sophomore Kofi Cock-

burn tallied 23 points and 
freshman Andre Curbelo 
added 15 points and 8 as-
sists for the Illini (6-3, 2-1 
Big Ten). Redshirt junior 
Jacob Grandison led the 
team with seven rebounds.

Illinois was down 19-4 

early until Kofi Cockburn 
took over - scoring 16 first-
half points on a perfect 
8-of-8 shooting. The Illini 
erased an early 15-point 
deficit and went to the 
break tied at 43.

After scoring just nine 

points in the first half, 
All-American candidate 
Ayo Dosunmu took over 
in the second half with 
21 points. Dosunmu has 
scored 30-plus points in 
two of the past four games 
for the Illini.

Dosunmu drops 30 in Illini’s road win over Penn State

NORMAL — All-State 
Academic Team applica-
tions are now available on-
line.  Each IHSA member 
school is invited to recom-
mend one boy and one girl 
for the All-State Academic 
Team.  To be eligible stu-
dents shall meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

1.   The student must 
have a minimum GPA of 
3.50 on a 4.0 scale after the 
7th semester.

2.   The student must have 
participated in at least two 
IHSA sponsored activities 
during the last two years. 
With the difficulties of the 
spring 2020 season and the 
2020-21 school year, any 
student who started prac-
tice in a given sport/activ-
ity in the spring of 2020 or 
was signed up to partici-
pate in the 2020-21 school 
year is able to count that as 
part of their 2 sports for 2 
years.

3.   Demonstrated out-
standing citizenship during 
his/her school career.

4.   If selected, the student 

must be willing to trav-
el to Bloomington for an 
interview (typically held 
during the last two weeks 
of March).

Applications can be 
found two ways:

1)   Through the School 
Center

·  Click on Forms & Oth-
er Resources, then click 
on Various Downloadable 
Forms.  The form and in-
formation letter is under 
Other School Forms.

2)   On our Home Page  
www.ihsa.org

·  Click on Resources, 
click on Awards and Rec-
ognition, and click on 
IHSA All-State Academic 
Team.

 All-State Team applica-
tions are due in the IHSA 
office on or before Febru-
ary 12.  We are requesting 
that you submit only one 
copy either by mail, fax 
(309-663-7479), or email 
to (dcoffman@ihsa.org).

All-State Academic Team 
applications now available online

  1. You want to save money.
  2. You need a new job.
  3. You need a new apartment.
  4. Your car is kaput.
  5. You want to know what’s 

going on in town.
  6. You’re dying to know who 

won the game.
  7. You need something to do 

with friends.
  8. You need something to talk 

about with your friends.
  9. You’re looking for a laugh.
10. You need a professional.

www.theclintonjournal.com

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — 
Illinois star Ayo Dosun-
mu was named Big Ten 
Co-Player of the Week on 
Monday, the conference 
office announced. It is 
Dosunmu’s second week-
ly conference honor of the 
season, and third of his ca-
reer. He shares this week’s 

award with Minnesota’s 
Marcus Carr.

Big Ten Co-Player 
of the Week

Ayo Dosunmu, Illinois
G, 6-5, 200, Jr., Chicago, 

Ill., Morgan Park H.S.
• Averaged 30.0 points, 

4.0 rebounds and 5.0 as-
sists in wins at Penn State 
and vs. Indiana

• Shot 57.1 percent from 
the field (20-35), 60 percent 
with at least three 30-point 
games, on the season

• Game high 30 points 
and game-high 5 assists vs. 
Indiana

• Game high 30 points 
with 6 rebounds, 5 assists 
and 2 steals at Penn State

• Added to reputation for 
coming up big in the clutch, 
scoring 18 points in the fi-
nal 9:19 against Indiana, 
and 17 points in the past 
10:21 versus Penn State

Dosunmu named Big Ten Co-Player of the Week

Courtesy of Fighting Illini Basketball

111 South Monroe
Clinton, IL 61727

217-935-3171 
www.theclintonjournal.com

Let’s be friends!
Find us on Facebook.
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GAMES

FAMOUS HAND

This deal from the 1988 Vanderbilt 
Teams features excellent defensive 
play by Peter Boyd, winner of several 
national and international titles over 
the past four decades.

Boyd held the West hand and wound 
up defending against four hearts after 
his partner had opened with an unorth-
odox weak two-spade bid. South won 
the opening spade lead with the ace 
and lost the diamond nine to East’s 
king. East returned a low club, and, 
after taking the king with the ace, 
Boyd stopped to think things over.

He judged that declarer might well 
be in position to score 10 tricks on a 
crossruff, trumping three spades in 
dummy to add to the ace of spades 
and at least six heart tricks in his hand. 
Accordingly, Boyd made the first 
of two key plays by shifting to a low 
trump. This was taken by dummy’s 
six as East followed with the deuce 
and South the four.

Since only nine tricks were now 
available on a crossruff, declarer’s 
only remaining hope was to establish 
dummy’s diamonds. So he ruffed a 
diamond with the queen of hearts and 
then led the heart seven toward dum-
my’s J-8.

Had Boyd mechanically followed 
low, South would have gotten home 
safely by finessing dummy’s eight, 
ruffing another diamond high and 
then leading the ten of hearts to the 
jack. This would have yielded 10 
tricks in the form of six hearts, a spade 
and three diamonds.

But Boyd had carefully kept track of 
all the heart spots played to this point. 
When the seven of hearts was led, 
he foiled declarer’s plan by playing 
the nine! This deprived South of the 
extra entry needed to set up and run 
the diamonds, so he finished down 
two, thwarted by the combination of 
Boyd’s heart shift at trick four and his 
entry-denying play of the heart nine 
two tricks later.

© 2020 King Features Syndicate Inc.

K
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TO CONTACT US ABOUT 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

PHONE: 217-935-3171 • FAX: 217-935-8086

EMAIL: EANGEL@THECLINTONJOURNAL.COM

INFORMATION
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday)
Address: 111 S. Monroe St., Clinton
Mail:  P.O. Box 615
 Clinton, IL 61727

CJ DEADLINES:
• Tuesdays at 5 p.m.

(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will 
appear in the following print publications 
and on our newspaper website:
• Clinton Journal • Saturday Advertiser  
• www.theclintonjournal.com

Call for pricing that starts at  
$19.00 for private party ads and  

$30 for commercial business ads and 
$15 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER: If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one 
insertion.

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. 

 (15 words - 4 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

1/1/21
PLEASE READ 
YOUR Classified ad 
or display ad on the 
first day of publi-
cation.  If there are 
mistakes notify us 
immediately.  We 
will make chang-
es for errors and 
adjust your bill but 
only if we receive 
notice on the first 
day the ad is pub-
lished.  We limit our 
liability to you in this 
way and we do not 
accept liability for 
any other damages 
which may result 
from an error or 
omission in an ad.  
All ad copy must 
be approved by the 
newspaper which 
reserves the right 
to request changes, 
reject or properly 
classify an ad.  The 
advertiser and not 
the newspaper is 
responsible for the 
truthful content of 
the ad.  Advertising 
is also subject to 
credit approval. 

ALL REAL 
ESTATE  
advertised herein is 
subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise 
any preference, 
limitation or discrim-
ination based on 
race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, 
familial status or 
national origin or 
intention to make 
any such prefer­
ences, limitation 
or discrimination. 
We will not know-
ingly accept any 
advertising for real 
estate, which is in 
violation of the law. 
All persons are 
hereby informed 
that all dwellings 
advertised are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.    (TFN) 

119 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAX RECEIVING 
AND 
SENDING SER-
VICE 
The Clinton Jour-
nal will facsimile 
documents to other 
fax machines for 
private parties and 
business. RATES 
(Receiving) $2 
- First page, $1 
each page after, 
(sending in US) 
$3 - First page. $1 
each page after. 
Get your important 
documents where 
they need to be 
instantly by taking 
advantage of our 
facsimile machine. 
Reproduce com­
plete documents 
and/or pictures by 
telephone in just 
a couple minutes! 
Just stop by the 
Clinton Journal, 111 
S Monroe, Clin-
ton - no appoint-
ment necessary.          
(119TFN)

121 LOST AND FOUND

Found: Nice light 
gray sweater found 
in the 400 block 
of S. East Street, 
Clinton. Call 217-
935-3171 to claim. 
(121TFN)

201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD CARE 

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as 
a childcare facil-
ity, may cause to 
be published any 
advertisement solic-
iting a child care 
service.* A child-
care facility that is 
licensed or operat-

ing under a permit 
issued by the Illi-
nois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may pub-
lish advertisements 
of the services for 
which it is specif-
ically licensed or 
issued a permit. 
The Clinton Journal 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of 
any facility before 
placing a child in it’s 
care. 
*Family homes 
that care for no 
more than three 
(3) children under 
the age of twelve 
or which receive 
only children from 
a single household, 
for less than 24 
hours per day, are 
exempt from licen-
sure as day care 
homes. The three 
children to whom 
this exemption 
applies includes 
the family’s natural 
or adopted chil-
dren and any other 
persons under the 
age of 12 whether 
related or unrelated 
to the operator of 
the day care home. 
(DCFS Rule, Part 
377.3 (c)) 

305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALES

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead-
line for ads are: 
Tuesday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri-
day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 
Up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word.  OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) 
for free. Must run 
within 2 weeks.

LEGAL

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is 
hereby given that 
on Wednesday, De-
cember 9, 2020, a 
certificate was filed 
in the Office of the 
County Clerk of De-
Witt County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 
names and post-of-
fice addresses of 
all the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as:

WILD SUNFLOW-
ER EQUESTRIAN 
CENTER THERA-
PY FARM
9084 GREEN VAL-
LEY RD
CLINTON, IL 61727

{SEAL}

Dated: Wednesday, 
December 9, 2020

No. 2020-137

Dana Smith/sw
COUNTY CLERK

Legal 19091
December 18 and 
25, 2020
January 1, 2021

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUNTY 
- IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF 

NUEL REX KING,
DECEASED

NO. 2020-P-56

CLAIM DATE 
NOTICE - INDE-
PENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRATION

Notice is given of 
the death of the 
above named dece-
dent:

Letters of Office 
were issued on De-
cember 9, 2020 to 
Scott King, 12121 
Washington Road, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727 as indepen-
dent executor.  The 
attorney for the 
estate is Joseph B. 
Taylor of Taylor & 
Lynch, 216 South 
Center Street, P.O. 
Box 478, Clinton, 
Illinois, 61727.

Claims may be 
filed in the office 
the Clerk of the 
Court at the DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 W. Washing-
ton Street, Clinton, 
Illinois 61727, or 
with the Represen-
tative, or both, on 
or before June 11, 
2021.  Any claim 
not filed within that 
period is barred.  
Copies of the Claim 
filed with the Clerk 
of the Court must 
be mailed or deliv-
ered to the Repre-
sentative and to the 
Attorney within 10 
days after it is filed.

The estate will 
be administered 
without court 
supervision, unless 
an interested party 
terminates Indepen-
dent Administration 
by filing a Petition 
to Terminate under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Illinois Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4).  
A form of a Petition 
to Terminate Inde-
pendent Administra-
tion may be opened 
from the Clerk of 
the Court at the 
above address.

Dated this 11th day 
of December, 2020.

Scott King, Inde-
pendent Executor 
of the Estate of 
Nuel Rex King, 
Deceased

JOSEPH B. TAY-
LOR
02803046
TAYLOR & LYNCH
216 SOUTH CEN-
TER STREET
P.O. BOX 478
CLINTON, IL 61727
TEL: (217) 935-
2183
FAX: (217) 935-
8219
E-MAIL: attor-
neys@dewittcoun-
tylaw.com

Legal 19092
December 18 and 
25, 2020
January 1, 2021

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MAR-
RIAGE OF:
BRITTANY DAWN 
JESSE,

Petitioner,

and

DUSTIN BARNA-
BAS GRAVITT,

Respondent.

No. 20-D-3

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Notice is given 
you, Dustin Barn-
abas Gravitt, 
Respondent, that 
this cause has 
been commenced 
against you in this 
Court asking for 
a dissolution of 
marriage and other 
relief.

Unless you file 
your response or 
otherwise file your 
appearance in this 
cause in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk, 
DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 
W Washington St., 
Clinton, Illinois, on 
or before the 31st 
day of January, 
2021, an order and 
other relief may be 
granted as prayed 
for in the Petition.

Date: 12/9/2020

Seal

/s/Michelle Van 
Valey TP
CIRCUIT CLERK

Valarie McWilliams
Attorney for Brittany 
Jesse
Land of Lincoln 
Legal Aid
302 North First 
Street
Champaign, Illinois 
61820
217/356-1351
vmcwilliams@
lincolnlegal.org
efileero@lincolnle-
gal.org

CERTIFICATION

Under penalties 
as provided by 
law pursuant to 
the Illinois Code of 
Civil Procedure at 
735 ILCS 5/1-109, 
the undersigned 
certifies that the 
statements in this 
instrument are true 
and correct, except 
as to matters there-
in stated to be on 
information and be-
lief, and as to such 
matters, the under-
signed certifies as 
aforesaid that she 
verily believes them 
to be true.

Dated: 10-23-2020

/s/Brittany D Jesse
Brittany Dawn 
Jesse

Valerie McWilliams, 
ARDC 6182885
Attorney for Peti-
tioner
Land of Lincoln 
Legal Aid
302 N. First Street
Champaign, IL 
61820
Telephone: (217) 
356-1351
Correspondence: 
vmcwilliams@
lincolnlegal.org
E-Filing Service: 
efileero@lincolnle-
gal.org

Legal 19093
December 18, and 
25, 2020
January 1, 2021

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
CLINTON ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF 
ELOISE VIRGINIA 
PRUNTY,

DECEASED

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF:

ELOISE VIRGINIA 
PRUNTY,
by:  PAMELA 
MILLER and MARK 
BURK, Co-Adminis-

trators,

Petitioners,
No. 2018-P-19
vs,

The Estate of 
Sandra Thayer, 
Deceased by Robin 
Reising Adminis-
trator of the Estate 
of Sandra Thayer, 
Deceased: Rodney 
Kinder; and Kristen 
Hines, and The 
Unknown Heirs, 
Devisees, and 
Legatees of Janet 
Kinder, Deceased,

Respondents.

No. 2018-P-19

NOTICE BY PUB-
LICATION

To: THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS 
DEVISEES, AND 
LEGATEES OF 
JANET KINDER, 
DECEASED

An Amended Pe-
tition to Sell Real 
Estate has been 
filed in this matter 
seeking approval 
to sell real estate of 
this decedent.

You are  required 
to file an answer in 
this case or other-
wise file your ap-
pearance in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of 
this Court, DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 W. Washington  
St., Clinton, Illinois 
61727 on or before 
January 25, 2021, 
being a date more 
than 30 days from 
the first publication 
of this Notice.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO DO 
SO, A JUDGMENT 
OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE 
TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE 
RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE PETITION.

NOTICE
E-filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil 
cases with limited 
exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first 
create an account 
with an e-filing 
service provider. 
Visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.
htm to learn more 
and to select a 
service provider. If 
you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.
gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp, or talk with 
your local Circuit 
Clerk’s office. 	

	 WITNESS: 
December 18, 2020	
MICHELLE VAN 
VALEY,
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court DeWitt Coun-
ty, Illinois

Curtis G. Quindry
Attorney for Peti-
tioners
ARDC# 3125861
P.O. Box 87                                                  
Newton, Illinois 
62448-0087
(618) 783-5006
cqlaw@hotmail.
com

Legal 19094
December 18 and 
25, 2020
January 1, 2021

LEGAL

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is 
hereby given that 
on Tuesday, De-
cember 15, 2020, a 
certificate was filed 
in the Office of the 
County Clerk of De-
Witt County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 

names and post-of-
fice addresses of 
all the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as:

R-TOWING & 
ROADSIDE SER-
VICES
10971 ROYAL RD
FARMER CITY, IL 
61842.

{SEAL}

Dated: Tuesday, 
December 15, 2020

No. 2020-138

Dana Smith
COUNTY CLERK

Legal 19095
December 18 and 
25, 2020
January 1, 2021

LEGAL

Notice of Public 
Sale is hereby giv-
en that an auction 
will be held online 
on www.lockerfox.
com  beginning 
on January 14, 
2021 at 12:00pm 
ending January 21, 
2021, 12:01 pm to 
12:10 pm to sell the 
following individ-
uals’ articles to 
enforce lien against 
such articles, for 
storage furnished 
at Storage Unlim-
ited, 1506 Route 
54 East, Clinton IL 
61727, (217) 935-
3200 under a rental 
agreement with:

12:01 pm, James 
Howell, occupant of 
space 1M11, items:  
Rolltop desks, 
bedframes, wood 
cabinet, decora-
tions and misc.
12:04 pm, Michael 
Howell, occupant of 
space 1E10, items:  
air compressor, 
engine, transmis-
sion, misc car parts, 
cabinet, end table, 
totes and misc.
12:09 pm, Carl 
Taylor, occupant of 
space 1F21, items:  
Rocking chair, 
wooden shelves, 
DVD’s, Christmas 
décor, roaster, as-
sorted boxes, totes 
and misc. 
12:10 pm, Ronald 
Comp, occupant of 
space 1o35, items:  
Boat

Legal 19097
December 25, 2020
January 1, 2021

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUNTY 
- IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF WANDA 
MARILYN VOELK-

ER-MIX, DE-
CEASED

NO. 2020-P-58

CLAIM DATE 
NOTICE - INDE-
PENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRATION

Notice is given of 
the death of the 
above named dece-
dent;

Letters of Office 
were issued on 
December 14, 
2020 to Jodi Karr, 
315 W. Macon 
Street, Clinton, 
Illinois 61727 and 
Tim Schnabel, 206 
S. Walnut Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727 as Indepen-
dent Co-Executors.  
The attorney for the 
estate is Bryce A. 
Lynch of Taylor & 
Lynch, 216 South 
Center Street, P.O. 
Box 478, Clinton, 
Illinois, 61727.

Claims may be filed 
in the office of the 
DeWitt County Cir-
cuit Clerk, 201 W. 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727, or with the 
Representative, or 
both, on or before 
June 15, 2021.  
Any claim not filed 
within that period 
is barred.  Copies 
of the Claim filed 
with the Clerk of 
the Court must be 
mailed or delivered 
to the Represen-
tative and to the 
Attorney within 10 
days after it is filed.

The estate will 
be administered 
without Court 
supervision, unless 
an interested party 
terminates Indepen-
dent Administration 
by filling a Petition 
to Terminate under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Illinois Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4).  
A form of a Petition 
to Terminate Inde-
pendent Administra-
tion may be opened 
from the Clerk of 
the Court at the 
above address.

Dated this 16th day 
of December, 2020.

Jodi Karr and Tim 
Schnabel, Indepen-
dent Co-Executors 
of the Estate of 
Wanda Marilyn 
Voelker-Mix, De-
ceased

BRYCE A. LYNCH 
6297077
TAYLOR & LYNCH
216 SOUTH CEN-
TER STREET
P.O. BOX 478
CLINTON, IL 61727
TEL: (217) 935-
2183
FAX: (217) 935-
8219
E-MAIL: attor-
neys@dewittcoun-
tylaw.com

Legal 19099
December 25, 2020
January 1 and 8, 
2021

LEGAL

County Board 
Meetings
December 2020 
thru November 
2021
Meetings at 6:00 
P.M.  County Build-
ing

December 23, 2020
January 21, 2021
February 18, 2021
March 18, 2021
April 22, 2021
May 20, 2021
June 24, 2021
July 22, 2021
August 19, 2021
September 23,2021
October 21, 2021
November 18, 2021

Legal 19100
January 1, 2020

LEGAL

FINAL

ANNUAL BUDGET 
AND APPROPRIA-
TION ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE NO. 
64

AN ORDINANCE 
SETTING FORTH 
THE BUDGET 
AND MAKING 
APPROPRIATIONS 
OF SUMS OF 
MONEY FOR ALL 
THE NECESSARY 
EXPENDITURES 
OF THE CLINTON 
COMMUNITY FIRE 
PROTECTION DIS-
TRICT LOCATED 
IN DEWITT COUN-
TY, IN THE STATE 
OF ILLINOIS, FOR 
CORPORATE 
PURPOSES FOR 
THE FISCAL 
YEAR BEGINNING 
JULY 1, 2020 AND 
ENDING JUNE 30, 
2021.

WHEREAS, there 
has been prepared, 
in tentative form a 
Budget and Appro-
priation Ordinance 
for the Clinton 
Community Fire 
Protection District, 
located in DeWitt 
County, in the State 
of Illinois, and the 
President of said 
Fire Protection 
District has made 
the tentative Budget 
and Appropriation 
Ordinance conve-
niently available to 
public inspection for 
at least thirty (30) 
days prior to final 
action thereupon.

AND WHEREAS, 
the public hearing 
was held as to such 
Budget and Appro-
priation Ordinance 
on the 15th day of 
December, 2020, at 
8:00 a.m., Central 
Standard Time, 
notice of which 
was given at least 
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thirty (30) days prior 
thereto by publica-
tion in the Clinton 
Journal, a newspa-
per of general circu-
lation in said Fire 
Protection District, 
and all other legal 
requirements have 
been complied with.

NOW THERE-
FORE, BE IT 
ORDAINED by the 
Board of Trustees 
of the Clinton Com-
munity Fire Protec-
tion District:

SECTION ONE

That the fiscal year 
of this Fire Protec-
tion District be, and 
the same is hereby 
fixed and declared, 
from July 1, 2020 to 
June 30, 2021.

SECTION TWO

That the following 
budget, containing 
an estimate of the 
cash expected to 
be received by the 
said Fire Protec-
tion District during 
such fiscal year 
from all sources, 
and an estimate of 
the expenditures 
contemplated for 
such fiscal year, 
and a statement of 
the estimated cash 
expected to be on 
hand at the end of 
such year be, and 
the same is hereby 
adopted as, the 
budget of said Fire 
Protection District 
for the said fiscal 
year and shall be in 
full force and effect 
from and after this 
date.

ESTIMATED RE-
CEIPTS

1.  Cash balance, 
beginning of the 
year
$25,739.00

2.  Portion of taxes 
from prior year
$0.00

3.  Estimated 
amount that will 

be received from 
collections on 2020 
levy before the end 
of fiscal year
$94,597.00

4.  Estimated 
receipts from other 
sources
$659.72

Total Estimated 
Receipts
$120,336.00

Total of estimated 
expenditures for 
fiscal year
$99,580.00

Estimated cash 
expected to be on 
hand at the end of 
such year
$20,756.00

SECTION THREE

That the following 
sums of money 
are, and the same 
are hereby ap-
propriated, for the 
corporate purposes 
of the said Clinton 
Community Fire 
Protection District 
herein specified for 
the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 2021:

1.  ADMINISTRA-
TION EXPENSE 
FUND

(a) Printing, post-
age and miscel-
laneous office 
supplies
$100.00

(b) Court costs, at-
torney fees, ballots, 
election and other 
disconnection, 
annexation expens-
es, and transfer 
expenses
$1,400.00

(c) Publication 
expenses
$600.00

(d) Surety bonds for 
Trustees
$400.00

(e) Fire Equipment
$10,000.00

(f) Office rental
$0.00

J K E Heating Cooling Plumbing LLC
ID#058-113283  ID#055-013072

Bill and Janis Ellis, Owners

P.O. Box 267
100 S. Locust Street
Wapella, IL 61777-0267

1-217-935-6463
Out of Area: 1-800-861-6333

E-Mail: jke61777@frontier.com

Clinton, IL
217-519-4024 Kyle Koons,
Fully Licensed & Insured Owner 

Construction,
Concrete & Roofing

K & K 

SD
11

24
20

15

Clinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce 

&Tourism Bureau

Contact Us At:
100 S. Center Street, Suite 101

Clinton, IL  61727
217-935-3364

www.clintonilchamber.com

SD
11

24
20

15

K & S Furniture 
Serving you for 55 years

202 South Main Street 
Farmer City, IL 

(309) 928-9382
Hours:Tue-Fri 8am-5pm & Sat 9am-4pm 

FREE
Delivery

LOW 
Sales Tax

Contact us to advertise 
your business here.

217-935-3171

Family Owned Since 1945 • www.manleymonuments.com

BERNIE COX
MANAGER

Phone: 217-735-4939
FAX: 217-735-5039
bcox@manleymonuments.com

713 Hickox Drive
(West of Fairgrounds just off old US 66)

Lincoln, IL 62556
Now serving the Clinton 

community with local staff!

brianh@bratchercomfort.com     www.bratchercomfort.com

SD03012017

217.935.9204

Residential • Commercial • Property Management • Farm

Ryan Dalton
Broker/Realtor

Cell: (309) 275-5046

www.utterbackrealestate.com
Email:rdaltonsells@gmail.com

211 W. Van Buren
Clinton, IL 61727

Office: (217)935-8182
Fax: (217) 935-4481

Throughout this holiday 
season of reflection and 
celebration, it is our 
connection with others
that always means 
the most. 
All of us at Enel Green Power count our dedicated 
community partners and local supporters among our true 
blessings during this challenging year. 
 
We wish everyone in DeWitt County a very Merry 
Christmas, enjoyable Holiday Season, and prosperous 
New Year.

@AltaFarmsWindProject
Connect with Alta Farms Wind Project

TOTAL OF AD-
MINISTRATION 
EXPENSE FUND
$12,500.00

2.  FIRE EQUIP-
MENT AND SUP-
PLIES FUND

(a) For annual con-
tractual fire protec-
tion from the City of 
Clinton
$80,000.00

3.  SALARY FUND

(a) For fees paid to 
Trustees
$1,500.00

4.  MISCELLA-
NEOUS AND CON-
TINGENT GEN-
ERAL EXPENSE 
FUND
$5,000.00

TOTAL OF ABOVE 
FOUR FUNDS:
$99,000.00

5.  ACCOUNTING 
EXPENSE AND 
SOCIAL SECURI-
TY TAXES

(a) Social Security 
Taxes on Trustees
$230.00

(b) Accountant’s 
Audit
$350.00

TOTAL ACCOUNT-
ING EXPENSES 
AND SOCIAL SE-
CURITY TAXES
$580.00

TOTAL OF ALL 
ABOVE EXPENS-
ES:
$99,580.00

SECTION FOUR

That the funds de-
rived from sources 
other than the 2020 
tax levy may be al-
lotted by the Board 
of Trustees to such 
appropriation and 
in such amounts, 
respectively, as by 
such Board may 
be determined, 
within the limits of 
said appropriations, 
respectively.

SECTION FIVE

That the unexpend-
ed balance of any 
item or items of any 
appropriation made 
by this ordinance 
may be expended 
in making up any 
deficiency in any 
item or items in 
the same general 
appropriation made 
by this ordinance.

SECTION SIX

That should any 
clause, sentence, 
paragraph, or a part 
of this ordinance 
be declared by a 
court of compe-
tent jurisdiction to 
be invalid, such 
decision shall not 
affect the validity of 
the ordinance as a 
whole, or any part 
thereof, other than 
the part so declared 
to be invalid. 

SECTION SEVEN

This ordinance 
shall be known as 
Ordinance No. 64.

SECTION EIGHT

This ordinance shall 
be in full force and 
effect on and after 
its passage, ap-
proval and publica-
tion, in accordance 
with the law.

Robert Kuntz
President of the 
Clinton Communi-
ty Fire Protection 
District

PASSED: Decem-
ber 15, 2020

PUBLISHED: Janu-
ary 1, 2021

ATTEST: 
Charles W. Atten
Secretary of the 
Clinton Communi-
ty Fire Protection 
District

Legal 19101
January 1, 2021
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