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ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry received a new re-
frigerated van from Dave 
Drayna of Zanotti Central 
States in Brookfield, Wis-
consin on Monday, Dec. 7. 
The Northern Illinois Food 
Bank and the Rochelle 
Community Foundation 

provided grants to purchase 
the van. Graphics on the 
van were partially donated 
by Jose Villegas of Jesus 
Artz & Productionz, LLC. 

The Pantry Board would 
like to thank the North-
ern Illinois Food Bank, 
the Rochelle Commu-
nity Foundation and the 

Rochelle community for 
their generosity. This new 
refrigerated van will enable 
the food pantry to better 
maintain food quality, 
enhance food safety and 
allow access to donations 
that had previously been 
denied because of the lack 
of a refrigerated vehicle.  

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Rotary Club an-
nounced Monday they are 
donating $13,000 to the 
Flagg-Rochelle Commu-
nity Park District’s REC 
Center, over a 20-year 
period. 

The REC Center opened 
Dec. 1 and will be Ro-
chelle’s centralized hub 
to improve the quality of 
life for the citizens of the 
area. Rotary and The REC 
Center engaged in this 
partnership to benefit the 
community by building 
friendships and goodwill.   

The REC allows for a 
variety of activities – in-
cluding football, basket-
ball, soccer, volleyball, 
softball, baseball and 
golf with the indoor turf 
and multipurpose floor-
ing in the fieldhouse; to 
swimming, water aero-
bics and swim lessons in 
the Aquatic Center. REC 
passes for the month of 
December are available 
online as well as court and 
field rentals.

“The Park District is 
thankful for the support 
from Rotary” said Park 
District Commissioner, 
Jodie Hart. “We are grate-
ful for the Rotary’s com-
mitment to leading the 
way in strengthening the 
Rochelle community.”

“The Rochelle Rotary 
Club strives to live up to 
our core tenet of ‘Service 
above Self.’  We follow the 
Four Way Test in our deci-
sion making and our daily 
lives: Is it the truth? Is it 
fair to all concerned?  Will 
it build goodwill and bet-
ter friendships? Is it ben-
eficial to all concerned?,” 
Rotary Club President 
Greg Folmar explained. 
“We are very happy to 
partner with the RTHS 
Interact Club and the 
Flagg-Rochelle Commu-
nity Park District to both 
support this community 
endeavor and showcase 
our values to those using 
the Rec Center.”  

Tours available at www.
rochelleparkdistrict.org.

Pictured are Rochelle Rotary President Greg Folmar, 
Park District Director Jackee Ohlinger and Rochelle 
Rotary President-elect Sarah Flanagan on Monday 
morning.

Rotary commits 
$13,000 to REC

Refrigerated van will 
benefit food pantry

Above, Dave Drayna presents a new refrigerated van to Bill Vanstone, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry president, Cal Jacobs, pantry board member, and several 
other pantry volunteers.

Golden K collecting for 
Salvation Army

ROCHELLE — Again this year, the Kiwanis Golden 
K is cooperating with the Salvation Army to collect dona-
tions for families in need.

The kettles will be stationed at Walgreens, Ace Hardware 
and Walmart on Friday and Saturday Dec. 11 and 12 and 
Dec. 18 and 19. Because of COVID-19, the kettles will 
not be manned.

Donation checks may be mailed to Rochelle Kiwanis 
Golden K, PO Box 644, Rochelle, IL 61068.

Donations may also be made online at donate.saheart-
land.org/Rochelle.

Eighty percent of the money raised stays in the Rochelle 
community.

ROCHELLE — Vince 
Carney Community The-
ater held work days at the 
Lincoln Arts Center this 
past weekend, and some 
star power turned out to 
lend a hand.

Philip Earl Johnson, 
who performs in Renais-
sance faires across the 
country as MooNie the 
Magnif’Cent, pitched in 
to help install railings and 
painted along with the lo-
cal crew.

Johnson also is active in 
the Chicago theater scene, 
performing with Goodman 
Theater, Steppenwolf The-
ater and the Illinois Shake-

speare Theater. He has 
appeared in several mov-
ies and television shows 
including Chicago Med, 
Chicago Fire and Empire.

He performed a benefit 
for VCCT in October, an 
outdoor show at the former 
Lincoln School site, and 
offered to help on some 
upcoming workdays.

VCCT is hoping to fin-
ish enough work to have 
a spring show in its new 
home.  

Among the other vol-
unteers over the weekend 
were Dale Rand, Carol 
Weidmann, Steve Frank, 
John Whitaker, Terry Cam-

Many hands make light work
Volunteers pitch in at recent community theater work day

Above, Philip Earl Johnson and Steve Frank work on installing the railing. At right, 
Dale Rand stands on a scaffold and paints the top of a wall.

plain and Gary Mason.
Volunteers are always 

welcome but must be at 

least 18 years old. If inter-
ested in volunteering, con-
tact VCCT either through 

its website or Facebook 
page or by contacting Steve 
Frank.
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HONEY BEND, Il-

linois — Looking for a 

job and a future, Ken Potts 

saw little hope in central 

Illinois.
Born and raised in tiny 

Honey Bend, Potts — like 

other teens on the brink 

of manhood — found 

few career opportunities 

as the Great Depression 

continued to squeeze 

America. So, when he 

turned 18, he enlisted 

in the U.S. Navy. The 

move seemed sensible: 

not only did the service 

mean steady work, but 

the United States seemed 

unwilling to poke its nose 

into growing political 

unrest in Europe.

Potts found his naval 

assignment to his liking, 

USS Arizona survivor recalls Pearl Harbor attack

Illinois Press: Important Dates Series

as a coxswain stationed 

aboard the USS Arizona at 

Pearl Harbor, amid sunny 

skies and a picturesque 

ocean.
But, that serenity — as 

well as the Arizona — 

suddenly exploded the 

morning of Dec. 7, 1941. 

The Japanese sneak at-

tack took 2,403 Ameri-

can lives, nearly half of 

them — 1,177 sailors and 

Marines — aboard the 

Arizona, which sunk after 

a cataclysmic bombing.

Amid the greatest loss 

of life ever aboard a U.S. 

warship, just 335 from the 

Arizona survived, includ-

ing Potts. Now 98, he is 

one of only three remain-

ing survivors of the war-

ship. When Potts thinks 

back to the world-shaking 

chaos, confusion and 

clamor — as well as the 

men he helped save and 

the bodies he recovered 

— he remains amazed at 

how the quickly and bru-

tally hellfire rained down 

on that terrible morning.

“It was unbelievable 

how it could happen,” 

Potts says. “It was tur-

moil.”

See HARBOR page 8

In this Dec. 7, 1941, photo, smoke rises from the battleship USS Arizona as it sinks 

during a Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. [AP photo]

Cast your vote
The Kitchen Table in nationwide contest for 

title of Community Cafe of the Year

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Ro-

chelle’s very own pay-

what-you-can style café, 

The Kitchen Table, is 

participating in a nation-

wide competition to be 

recognized as the Com-

munity Café of The Year, 

and they appreciate all the 

votes they can get. 

The contest is being 

held by One World Ev-

erybody Eats, a non-profit 

organization whose main 

goal is to increase food 

security and build com-

munity through the pay-

what-you-can nonprofit 

restaurant model. One 

World Everybody Eats 

holds an annual summit 

each year, offers mentor-

ship for new cafes opening 

if they need it and supports 

nearly 50 independent 

cafes and start-up cafes 

throughout the country 

including The Kitchen 

Table in Rochelle. 

The competition itself 

is between 35 pay-what-

you-can cafes throughout 

the country, but that num-

ber is constantly chang-

ing due to organizations 

signing up and dropping 

out of the competition. 

The winner is based on the 

number of votes that each 

of the organization re-

ceives through the website. 

While this is technically 

a competition, everyone 

involved is fighting for the 

same cause. 

“I don’t really think 

that it is a competition, 

but more of a nice healthy 

challenge. You don’t really 

want to say that one is bet-

ter than the other because 

we are all good in our own 

ways and we all have basi-

cally the same mission,” 

explained Carolyn Brown, 

founder of The Kitchen 

Table. 
Each of the cafes are 

based off the same pay-

what-you-can model, but 

have their own personal 

touches.

While participating in 

this competition will bring 

awareness to The Kitchen 

Table, they are also hoping 

that it will help people un-

derstand that The Kitchen 

Table serves anyone who 

comes through the door 

looking for a meal, no mat-

ter what walk of life they 

come from.

“We are here for ev-

erybody; some people 

think that we are just for 

homeless people and that 

is not true. We are here 

for everybody,” explained 

Brown. “We offer the same 

to everybody, a place where 

anyone can afford to eat a 

meal out.” 

The Kitchen Table 

serves people from sur-

rounding communities as 

well as their home com-

munity of Rochelle. 

Voting

To vote for The Kitchen 

Table and help them on 

their way toward being 

recognized as the Com-

munity Café of The Year, 

go to www.woobox.com/

ztiyt2, select The Kitchen 

Table and provide a first 

and last name and a valid 

email address. Currently, 

the Kitchen Table is in first 

place by approximately 100 

votes, but that number is 

continuously fluctuating. 

See VOTE page 4

“...You don’t really want to say that one is better 

than the other because we are all good in our 

own ways and we all have basically the same 

mission.”

Carolyn Brown

Carolyn Brown (far right) along with several volunteers work Tuesday afternoon 

to prepare Tuesday’s dinner.

Another great reason to come to Kish.

We work with

robots!

R E A S O N  N O . 4

Step into

your future

at Kish with

training in

robotics
systems &

electronics!

www.kish.edu/reasons
Find your reason – register today!

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

CRESTON – Thanks 

to a recent visit between 

the village’s building 

inspector and the school 

superintendent, Creston 

Board members learned 

that the Creston School 

is up to code.

During its monthly 

board meeting Tuesday 

night, Village of Creston 

board members spoke 

with the village building 

inspector Casper Man-

heim about his meeting 

with the Creston School 

Superintendent Curt Rhe-

ingans about making sure 

the building is up to code. 

Manheim and Rheingans 

did a walk-through of 

the school and found a 

few things to update, 

such as replacing the old 

exit signs with new ones 

that light up. The school 

already has a new roof 

and will be getting new 

windows, so everything 

including the structure is 

up to date. 

“We were just really 

getting the bones of the 

place into good shape, and 

otherwise I didn’t really 

have to do too much,” 

explained Manheim. 

The building falls un-

der the existing building 

code, so it doesn’t need 

some of the modern ame-

nities such as an elevator. 

See CRESTON page 4

School 

up to 

code

GET TWO GREAT GIFTS 

IN ONE BUY!

You can’t beat this holiday gift deal!

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week 
News-Leader Subscription for 

just 

$99*
 PLUS get a Rotary 

Cash Calendar 

FREE!
($134  total value!)

* Offer expires December 31.2020

RN
LS

UB
S

Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

WilliamsMcCarthy LLP is proud to have long-standing 
relationships with individuals and businesses throughout 
Ogle County. With many family and personal connections 
in the area, we look forward to continuing to meet the legal 
needs of our community.

To schedule an in-person, phone, or video conference  
meeting, call 815-987-8900 or visit wilmac.com.

Rockford 
120 W. State Street 
4th Floor      
P.O. Box 219      
Rockford, IL 61105-0219   
(815) 987-8900 

Proudly Serving Ogle County.

Our practice focus is in the areas of business law, commercial 
and general litigation, employment, health care, real estate, 
wills and trusts, personal injury and workers compensation, 
insurance law, and intellectual property law. wilmac.com   

Ralfie’s BBQ hosted the first-ever Conor’s Carryout event 
at Steward Elementary School on Sunday. The event 
was held in support of the Conor O’Rorke Memorial 
Fund and in recognition of the 2020 Conor O’Rorke 
Memorial Basketball Tournament being canceled due to 
COVID-19. The Rock River Valley Blood Center also 
hosted its regular Conor O’Rorke Memorial Blood Drive 
at the Steward Fire Station on Saturday, with 30 
volunteers donating blood during the day. 
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GROWING up 
in the moun-
tains of Wy-

oming, Trina and Dean 
had been childhood 
friends until the bitter 
feud between their 
families drove them 
apart.  When the mag-
ic of Christmas Eve 
tips the star-crossed 
lovers together year 
after year, will they 
be able to make sure 
this holiday is not their 
last? 
That is the premise of 
the latest book written 
by a Rochelle native.

Award-winning 
author of 30 books, 
Molly O’Keefe is the 
pen name of Molly 
Fader a 1993 Rochelle 
Township High School 
graduate. A married, 
mother of two living in 
Canada, O’Keefe has 
released her latest work, 
“Christmas Eve: A Love 
Story.”

Recently, her mother, 

Gayle Fader, shared 
one of Molly’s recent 
Tweets: 

“My Historical West-
ern SEDUCED is on 
Oprah’s list of Histori-
cal Romances to Read 
RIGHT NOW and I’m 
pretty freaking amazed! 
What incredible compa-
ny to be in! oprahmag.
com/entertainment/…”

Molly is a Goodreads 
author and “Seduced” 
is rated 4.2 stars. It’s 
a gritty and emotion-
al historical western 
romance.

Melody Hurst’s days 

as a Southern belle are 
over. Now she’s wid-
owed and alone in the 
foothills of the Rockies, 
struggling to make a life 
in a dangerous world. 
She’s determined to se-
cure a future by marry-
ing – but love is out of 
the question.   
Cole Baywood has 
turned bounty hunter 
after serving in the 
horrors of the Civil 
War, but the ghosts of 
the men and women 
he’s killed still haunt 
him. He’s drawn to the 
beautiful widow trying 
to seduce him, only the 
darkness in his soul 
forces him to reject her. 
Is it possible that Melo-
dy’s touch can heal the 
demons of his past? And 
how can he convince a 
woman who has lost so 
much to risk her heart?

Here’s what Amazon 
and Fantastic Fiction 
websites have to say 
about Molly: 

Molly O’Keefe is an 
award-winning author of 
more than 50 romance 

novels. Originally from 
(Rochelle) a small town 
outside of Chicago, she 
went to university in St. 
Louis where she met 
and fell in love with 
the editor of her school 
newspaper. They fol-
lowed each other around 
the world for several 
years, got married and 
settled down in Toronto, 
Ontario. She lives in 
Canada with her family 
and the largest heap of 
dirty laundry in North 
America. 

Molly also writes un-
der the pseudonym of M 
O’Keefe. “Wild Child” 
is the first novel in the 
Boys of Bishop series 
and was released in the 
year 2013. This is the 
story of one sexy small-
town mayor and one 
notorious bad girl who 
discover home really is 
where the heart is.

Sign up for Molly’s 
newsletter to get release 
day news, exclusive 
excerpts, sale announce-
ments and in-depth 
author interviews.

LOCAL NEWS

Notice of Proposed Property Tax Increase for
Creston Community Consolidated 

School District #161
I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax 
levy increase for Creston Consolidated School District 
#161 for 2020 will be held on Monday, December 21, 
2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria at Creston School locat-
ed at 202 West South Street, Creston, Illinois.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and
present testimony to the taxing district may contact Mr.
Rheingans, District Superintendent, 202 West South 
Street, Creston, Illinois. Phone (815) 384-3920.

II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes ex-
tended or abated for 2019 were $1,594,114.00

The proposed corporate and special purpose property 
taxes to be levied for 2020 are $1,756,699.00. This rep-
resents a 19.84 percent increase over the previous year.

Ill. The property taxes extended for debt service and pub-
lic building commission leases for 2019 were $51,000.00.

The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service
and public building commission leases for 2020 are 
$49,584.00. This represents a 2.80 percent decrease com-
pared to the previous year.

IV. The total property taxes extended or abated for 2019 
were $1,594,114.00.

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2020 
are $1,756,699.00. This represents a 20.47 percent in-
crease over the previous year.

12092020

Plus, get $10 off for 
donating a non-

perishable canned 
food item to The 

Salvation Army.
 Expire 1/12/20

815-562-4440

servicenowhomeservices.com • servicenowhomeservices.com

IL Lic. 058-111840

$$59590000 Heating Heating 
Furnace Furnace 
Tune-UpTune-Up$99 Value$99 Value

    $20  Instant Savings
+ $10  First Time 

Customer Discount

$30  Added Savings!

12
09

20
20

Expires 3/1/21Expires 3/1/21Expires 3/1/21

Rochelle alum releases holiday story

Newsletter: http://
www.molly-okeefe.
com/subscribe/

Follow Molly on 
Bookbub: https://www.

bookbub.com/authors/
molly-o-keefe

Her Facebook group 
- The Keepers! https://
www.facebook.com/

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College — Commu-
nity Education will offer 
“This Year Make Your 
Holidays Meaningful: 
Holiday Stress Manage-
ment Workshop 2020” at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 15 
via Zoom. 

Michelle Govan, cer-
tified stress management 
consultant, will share 
tips on how to say no to 
holiday expectations and 
how to say yes to holiday 

peace and love. She will 
help you find the strength 
to “just be” as you bask in 
the glow of your own hol-
iday decorations, listen 
to lovely holiday music 
and reflect on the reason 
for the season — love 
and peace. Give yourself 
this gift. The cost of the 
program is $25.  

Reg i s t e r  t h rough 
Eventbrite.com using 
code: kccest.eventbrite.
com.

Kish offering holiday stress 
management workshop

Michelle Govan

ROCKFORD — Dec. 
1 marked opening day for 
the Community Founda-
tion of Northern Illinois 
(CFNIL) scholarship ap-
plication. With just one 
application students access 
over 90 unique scholar-
ships awarding more than 
$300,000 this year alone. 
The application will close 
Feb. 1, 2020. 

Each of CFNIL’s schol-
arships were established by 
individuals or organizations 
that recognize the impor-
tance of helping students 
achieve their educational 
goals, now and in perpe-
tuity. The endowments’ 
creators selected the criteria 
for each scholarship, based 
on their interests and the 
community’s need. 

CFNIL scholarships 
are for students in Boone, 
Ogle, Stephenson and 
Winnebago Counties, and 
each scholarship has unique 
criteria. There are scholar-
ships for graduating high 
school seniors, non-tradi-
tional students, students 
with financial need, student 
athletes, students of color, 
and students pursuing ca-
reers in teaching, STEM, 
business, fire science, and 
healthcare. Some scholar-
ships are renewable for up 
to four years. The diversity 
of scholarship offerings 
reflects the diversity of 
CFNIL’s donors and the 
communities it serves.

All scholarship appli-
cations must be submitted 
through CFNIL’s online ap-

plication portal. Once regis-
tered for the portal, students 
answer questions about 
their academics, back-
ground, and extracurricu-
lar activities. From these 
answers, applicants will be 
automatically matched to 
all scholarships for which 
they are eligible. Applica-
tions are read and scored by 
committees of volunteers 
who use a “blind” review 
process and make award 
recommendations to CF-
NIL’s Board of Trustees. 
Scholarship recipients are 
announced in late April. 
Awards are sent directly 
to the school the recipient 
will be attending. Interested 
students should visit https://
cfnil.org/scholarships to 
learn more and apply. 

Scholarship application process open



WEDNESDAY, DEC. 9, 2020SECTION 1 • PAGE 4 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL NEWS

HOW TO CONTACT US

News-Leader Main Switchboard (815) 562-4171

General Manager 
Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

Newsroom Staff 
Jennifer Simmons, Managing Editor (815) 561-2151 
Russ Hodges, Sports  (815) 561-2152

To Place a Display Ad
Tiffiny Smith   (815) 561-2153
Andrew Heiserman  (815) 561-2123

To Place a Legal Ad
Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

To Place a Classified Ad
Kelly White    (815) 562-4171

Subscriptions and Delivery
Wanda Brimhall   (815) 561-2112

Call (815) 561-2112 or
Visit our website at

www.rochellenews-leader.com

211 IL Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4171

IN-COUNTY REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION RATES
• $114 for one year • $64.99 for six months

• $26.99 for three months • $10.99 for one month

USPS (467-820)  ISSN (1075-2811)
Published every Wednesday and Sunday by Rochelle News-
papers Inc. at 211 E. State Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Periodical postage paid at Rochelle, IL 61068. Postmaster send 
address changes to the Rochelle News-Leader, P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Subscription rates are $112 per year by 
mail in Ogle County. Outside county rate is $134 per year. No 
mail delivery in newspaper-carrier serviced areas. The circula-
tion department  is  open  Monday through Friday  from 8 a.m.  
to  5 p.m. If you are a carrier subscriber and your paper does 
not arrive, contact Wanda Brimhall at 561-2112.

BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

Let your local independent agent shop for 
you, and find the coverage you need.

Shopping around for  
car insurance? Don’t.

ROCHELLE  •  815.562.5596
RochelleIns.com

09282017

01032019

ROCHELLE • 815-562-5596
www.DimondBros.com

$100 Move-In Bonus*

APARTMENTS 
NOW AVAILABLE!
COUNTRYSIDE 

VILLAGE
907 N. 2nd Street • Rochelle
For Adults 62+ &/or Persons  

with a Disability
On-Site Services Coodinator
Affordable Rent is Based on  

30% of Income

815-562-8487
www.meridiangroupinc.net

* Offer valid thru 12-31-20
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Obituaries

SHABBONA — Kalah 
Jo (Olson) Bidstrup, 82, 
passed away on Sunday, 
Dec. 6, 2020 at 
Prairie Cross-
ing Nursing 
H o m e  i n 
Shabbona.

She  was 
born in Ro-
chelle on May 
12, 1938 to 
Harland and Virginia 
(Thorpe) Olson. 

Kalah graduated from 
Shabbona High School 
and attended Northern Il-
linois University. She was 
employed by her father at 
Shabbona Grain Company 
and then went to work for 
A.O. Smith Harvestore 
as a senior accountant, 

retiring in 2005.
She was a loyal mem-

ber of The Order of the 
Eastern Star for 64 
years in Shabbona/
DeKalb.

Kalah was a loving 
mother, grandmother 
and great-grand-
mother.

She is survived 
by her best friend 

and loving companion 
of 30 years, Jim Watson 
of DeKalb; five children, 
Tammy (Dan) Johnson of 
Waterman, Lesa (Bryant) 
Clanin of Paw Paw, Har-
land (Jane) Bidstrup of 
DeKalb, John (Lori) Bid-
strup of Cortland and Greg 
Bidstrup of Rockford. 
Also surviving are her 

beloved grandchildren, 
Kyle and Micky, Jay and 
Tiffany Johnson, Danessa 
(Brad) Ivers-
en, Austin and 
Logan Clanin, 
and Emily, 
Anna and Ja-
cob Bidstrup; 
great-grand-
c h i l d r e n , 
K a y l e e , 
Conner, Harper John-
son, Walker and Evelyn 
Iversen.

Kalah is also survived 
by her special cousins, 
Karen Johnson and Chris-
tine Dolejs; sisters-in-law, 
Sally Olson, Laura Olson 
and JoAnne Sell, all of 
Arizona, Sue Bidstrup and 
Ken and Patti Bidstrup 

of Sycamore, and Marie 
Robinson of Florida; and 
many nieces, nephews and 

cousins.
She was preced-

ed in death by her 
parents; a sister in 
infancy; and brothers, 
Ron Olson and Gary 
Olson.

Private family 
graveside services 

will be held at North 
Clinton Cemetery in Wa-
terman.

A memorial has been 
established for The Shri-
ner’s Hospital for Crip-
pled Children.

Arrangements were 
completed by Jacobson 
Funeral Home in Shab-
bona.

Kalah Bidstrup

DEKALB — Richard 
A. Rockstead, 89, of 
DeKalb, died Dec. 3, 
2020 at Bethany Rehab 
and Healthcare Center. 
He was born Jan. 9, 1931, 
in Sycamore, to George 
and Mildred (Fraunberg) 
Rockstead. 

He married Nancy 
Bergeron on June 24, 

1950. Together they 
raised eight children; 
which blessed them with 
12 grandchildren, and 10 
great-grandchildren.

Most of his life, Rich-
ard worked in the area 
for Diamond Wire in 
Sycamore, DeKalb Ag 
in Esmond, and Swenson 
Spreader in Lindenwood. 

Richard always enjoyed 
a good laugh, a meal 
with family, 
and teasing his 
grandkids.

He is sur-
vived by his 
children, Mike 
Rockstead of 
DeKalb, Jan-
ice Saylor of 
DeKalb, Kel-
li (Jay) Kempson of 
DeKalb, Joe (Erin) Rock-
stead of Kings, and Scott 
Rockstead of Rochelle. 
Richard has four half-sis-
ters and one half-brother 
who reside in Wisconsin.

He is preceded in 
death by his wife, Nancy, 

Richard Rockstead

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois Secretary of State Jesse 
White is announcing that Driver Services facilities statewide 
will remain closed for in-person transactions until Monday, 
Jan. 4, 2021, due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic. 
White is reminding the public that expirations for driver’s 
licenses and ID cards have been extended until June 1, 2021.

Expanded online services
White also has expanded online services for the public, 

which they can take advantage of by visiting www.cyber-
driveillinois.com. Some of these services include:

Renewing a license plate sticker;
Renewing a valid driver’s license for qualifying drivers;
Renewing a valid ID card for those age 22-64 (seniors 

65 and older have free, non-expiring IDs);
Obtaining a driver record abstract;
Filing Business Services documents, such as incorpora-

tions and annual reports; and
Customers with issues involving administrative hearings 

may contact adminhearings@ilsos.gov.

Select facilities open to serve new 
drivers ONLY

In addition, White announced that the following facilities 
will be open for new drivers ONLY:

Bradley, 1111 Blatt St.; Charleston, 1010 E. St.; Chicago 
North, 5401 N. Elston Ave; Chicago South, 9901 S. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.; Danville/Tilton, #5 Southgate; 
DeKalb, 1360 Oakwood St.;  Marion, 1905 Rendleman St.; 
Mascoutah, 9221 Beller Dr.; Moline/Silvis, 2001 Fifth St., 
Ste. #10; Olney, 1302 S. West St.; Peoria, 3311 N. Sterling 
Ave., #12; Princeton, 225 Backbone Rd. East; Quincy, 2512 
Locust St.; Rantoul, 421 S. Murray Rd.; Rockford, 4734 
Baxter Rd.; Salem, 1375 W. Whittaker St.; and Springfield, 
2701 S. Dirksen Pkwy.

Chicago North and Chicago South facilities will be open 
for new drivers only Tuesday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. The other facilities listed above will operate 
under normal hours.

Select facilities open to serve CDL 
applicants ONLY

White also reiterated that 18 CDL facilities remain open 
for CDL written and road exams. These CDL facilities 
include:

Bradley, 1111 Blatt St.; Charleston, 1010 E. St.; Danville/
Tilton, #5 Southgate; DeKalb, 1360 Oakwood St.; Elk Grove 
Village, 650 Roppolo Dr.; Marion, 1905 Rendleman St.; 
Mascoutah, 9221 Beller Dr.; Moline/Silvis, 2001 Fifth St., 
Ste. #10; Olney, 1302 S. West St.; Peoria, 3311 N. Sterling 
Ave., #12; Princeton, 225 Backbone Rd. East; Quincy, 2512 
Locust St.; Rantoul, 421 S. Murray Rd.; Rockford, 4734 
Baxter Rd.; Salem, 1375 W. Whittaker St.; South Holland, 
41 W. 162nd St.; Springfield, 2701 S. Dirksen Pkwy.; and 
West Chicago, 1280 Powis Rd.

“Commercial truck drivers provide essential services by 
ensuring goods can be transported safely and efficiently 
throughout the state and country during this pandemic,” 
White said.

CDL driving tests are by appointment only by calling 
217-785-3013.

Seven facilities offering drive-thru 
services

Lastly, White again reminded the public that seven 
facilities will continue offering drive-thru services for 
license plate sticker transactions ONLY. These facilities 
were selected due to the configuration of the buildings that 
allowed for drive-through transactions. The seven drive-
through facilities are: Chicago North, 5401 N. Elston Ave.; 
Chicago South, 9901 S. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.; 
Chicago West, 5301 W. Lexington St.; Danville/Tilton, 
#5 Southgate; Macomb, 466 Deer Rd.; Rockford-Cen-
tral, 3720 E. State St.; and Springfield, Dirksen 2701 S. 
Dirksen Parkway.

Online renewals for licenses, ID 
cards

In an effort to reduce future facility visits for in-person 
service, White has expanded online renewals for driver’s 
licenses and ID cards. Not everyone qualifies, particularly 
those who are required to pass a written or road test. For 
qualifying drivers, if the driver’s license or ID card expired 
between Feb. 1, 2020, through Jan. 31, 2021, then the in-
dividual will receive a letter this month with a unique PIN 
needed to renew online. If the driver’s license or ID card 
expires after Feb. 1, 2021, the individual will receive the 
PIN letter approximately 90 days before the expiration date. 

on May 15, 2013; his two 
sons, Douglas Rockstead 

in 1989 and Stacey 
Rockstead in 2000; 
and his daughter, 
Kimberlee (Rock-
stead) Griswold in 
2016. 

Walk - th rough 
visitation will be 
held on Saturday, 
Dec. 12 from 10 

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at 
Olson’s Funeral Home, 
1245 Somonauk St., 
Sycamore, followed by a 
private graveside service 
at Mt. Carmel Cemetery, 
Sycamore. 

Memorials can be 
made to the family.

Read and 
Recycle

Driver service facility 
closure extended
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

Belvidere Collectible Coins
www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

(815) 547-7111Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30am-5:00pm
~ Call For Directions ~

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

HOURS: Open Daily

Sun-Th 11:30-9:30pm
Fri-Sat 11:30-10pm

2290 Oakland Drive, Sycamore
815-758-8222

www.olliessycamore.com

Stop by for a tasty family outing!

Flavors: Vanilla or Chocolate
or our Flavor of the Day

• Milk Shakes

• Malts

• Sodas

• Arctic Blast

• Black Cow

• Slushies

• Specialty Sundaes

Ollie’s
Frozen Custard

Call to order specialty pies for birthdays,
anniversaries or any other occasion! (24 Hour Notice)

HOURS: Open Daily
Sun.-Thurs. 11:30-9:00pm

Fri.-Sat. 11:30-10pm

07012020

NOW 

SERVING

Open 6am-9pmOpen 6am-9pm
Dine In & Carry our AvailableDine In & Carry our Available

Come Check Out Our Daily  
Drink Specials and Gaming!

GrubsteakersGrubsteakers

RT. 251 & 64 - Kings, IL
815-562-3430
Carryout Available 11042020

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

12022020

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level    Reduce appetite 

We Accept Most Insurances and Patients Without Insurance

ROCHELLE | 1233 N. CARON RD. | 815.562.5000
ORDER ONLINE @ MYROSATIS.COM/ROCHELLE.COM

11042020

Party Package
Feeds 20-25 Guests

• 4 lbs Italian Beef w/ Italian Bread
• Full Tray Penne Pasta

• 30 Pc of Chicken
• 24 Garlic Bread Pieces

Add Full Tray of Salad for only $25
Served with Sweet Peppers & Rosati’s 

own Hot Giardiniera
Offer valid at Rosati’s of Rochelle only. Must mention coupon when 

ordering & present it during picup or delivery. Not valid with any other 
offers/coupon. Exp 9/30/20.

$119
RESERVE 

YOUR 

PACKAGE 

TODAY!

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Davis Family  
Health LLC
1212 Currency Court 

Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500
Appointments Available  

Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
Most insurances accepted.

12
02
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Always Welcoming 
New Patients!

We Fix Boo Boos

On Dec. 3 at 9:20 p.m., 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies responded to 118 
S. 1st Ave. in Forreston to 
assist the Forreston Police 
Department at the scene of 
a disturbance. During the 
Forreston Police Depart-
ment’s initial response to 
the scene, a Forreston po-
lice officer observed a male 
standing in the doorway of 
the residence displaying a 
weapon. The officer then 
discharged his firearm 
and struck a wall near the 
doorway. The male then put 
down his weapon and was 
taken into custody without 
incident.

The Illinois State Po-
lice were contacted and 
responded to the scene to 
investigate the discharge of 
the firearm by the officer.

Sheriff’s deputies in-
vestigated the original 
disturbance and as a result 
of that investigation Jeffery 
L. Slick, 31, of Forreston, 
was charged with aggra-
vated assault and placed 
under arrest. Deputies also 
arrested Colton Moser, 18, 
of Leaf River, for domestic 
battery. Both Slick and 
Moser were transported 

to the Ogle County Jail 
where they were held in 
lieu of bond.

On Dec. 3 at approx-
imately 7:20 p.m., Ogle 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 
East Illinois Route 38 and 
South Brooklyn Road. 
After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Kayla 
Martin, 30, of Ashton, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Martin was 
also issued citations for 
expired registration and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Martin was 
released from the scene on 
an I-bond with a court date 
later next month.

On Dec. 3, Alexandra 
Schaefer, 29, of Rochelle, 
was arrested for an out-
standing Ogle County 
warrant for aggravated 
battery. Schaefer posted 
the $5,000/10 percent bond 
and was released from the 
Ogle County Jail. Schaefer 
will appear in court on Dec. 
18 at 9 a.m. 

Dec. 5
On Dec. 5, the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested Jesus Orozco, 29, 
of Rochelle, for domestic 
battery. Orozco was held 
in lieu of bond at the Ogle 
County Jail. 

On Dec. 5 the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jonathan Thur-
mond, 31, of Lockport, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Thurmond was 
arrested by Ogle County 
Sheriff’s deputies on Inter-
state 39 near Rochelle after 
being stopped for speeding. 
Thurmond was released on 
an I-bond and will appear 
in court at a later date. 

Dec. 6
On Dec. 6 the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Munyonge Tem-
bele, 23, of Des Moines, 
Iowa, for driving while li-
cense suspended. Tembele 
was arrested by Ogle Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies on 
Interstate 39 near Monroe 
Center after being stopped 
for speeding. Tembele was 
released on an I-bond and 
will appear in court at a 
later date.

On Dec. 6 the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Latoya McHenry, 

25, of Machesney Park, 
for driving while license 
suspended. McHenry was 
arrested by Ogle County 
Sheriff’s deputies on Inter-
state 39 near Illinois Route 
64 after being stopped for 
speeding. McHenry was 
released on an I-bond and 
will appear in Ogle County 
court at a later date.

Dec. 7
On Dec. 7 the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Timothy Coleman, 
34, of Madison Wisconsin, 
for driving while license 
revoked. Coleman was 
arrested by Ogle County 
Sheriff’s deputies on Inter-
state 39 near Illinois Route 
72 after being stopped for 
speeding. Coleman was 
released on a I-bond and 
will appear in Ogle County 
court at a later date.

On Dec. 7, Jessica Lew-
is, 33, of Oregon, was ar-
rested on two outstanding 
Ogle County warrants for 
failure to appear ($944 
full cash bond) and retail 
theft ($10,000/10 percent). 
Lewis was unable to post 
bond and was scheduled 
to appear in court Dec. 8. 

Ogle County Sheriff Illinois State Police

STERLING –Illinois 
State Police District 1 
Commander, Captain 
Matthew Hodgdon, has 
announced District 1 en-
forcement figures and 
activity for November.

Illinois State Police 
District 1 Troopers issued 
627 citations, 494 written 
warnings, and made 19 
criminal arrests during the 
month of November. 

Speeding accounted for 
339 citations, 79 citations 
were issued for occupant 
restraint violations, and 
65 citations were issued 

for distracted driving vi-
olations.

Troopers investigated 
26 traffic crashes, assisted 
126 motorists, and con-
ducted 24 commercial 
vehicle inspections, three 
of which were placed 
out-of-service for safety 
reasons.

There were 11 arrests 
for driving under the in-
fluence.

District 1, which encom-
passes Carroll, Lee, Ogle, 
and Whiteside counties, 
investigated no fatal traffic 
crashes in November. 

District enforcement
figures released

Man charged with aggravated assault
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

THE nun’s ruler 
snapped across 
Anne Burke’s 

knuckles as she strug-
gled to form words onto 
a page.

Burke, who is chief 
justice of the Illinois Su-
preme Court, has come 
a long way from being 
that  Chicago school 
girl who wanted to write 
from right to left.

“I didn’t even know 
there was a name for 
what I was doing. My 
friends were getting As 
and Bs and I was getting 
Cs,” she said.

Growing up in the 
1950s, Burke derived 
much of her self-worth 
from athletics not aca-
demics.   

“Neither of my par-
ents had gone to high 
school so I wasn’t under 
a lot of pressure to get 
good grades. I guess I 
just thought I wasn’t a 
good student. It took 
me a lot longer to read 
things than many of my 
peers.”

It was not until she 
was well into adult-
hood that she learned 
that there is a name for 
the different way she 
perceived the world: 
dyslexia.

Dyslexia is a difficul-
ty in learning to read or 
interpret words, letters, 
and other symbols, but it 
in no way affects general 
intelligence.

In fact, dyslexics tend 
to have high intelligence 
levels, Sally Shaywitz, a 
Yale University physi-
cian specializing in 
dyslexia, told me during 
a telephone interview 
Monday. 

Gavin Newsom, 
California’s gover-
nor;  Henry Winkler, 
an actor and producer; 
David Boies, one of 
the nation’s top appel-
late lawyers; Charles 
Schwab, a businessman 
specializing in discount 
brokerage services; and 
Tim Tebow, a Heisman 
trophy winner and NFL 
quarterback are among 
the most well-known 
dyslexics.

Successful dyslexics 
are greatly shaped by 
their childhood struggles 
but have found coping 
strategies Shaywitz said.

“I was at conference 

and many prominent 
people who are dys-
lexics there. Someone 
asked what school was 
like for them when they 
were younger and they 
all ended up crying,” she 
said.

As a journalist I can 
relate to the challenges 
Burke and others have 
faced. I, too, am dys-
lexic. 

I was never struck 
with a ruler, but I had 
a third-grade teacher 
who would shake me 
like a rag doll. She was 
a woman who brimmed 
with contempt for those 
who struggled.

Over and over she 
and another third-grade 
teacher would say, “You 
just aren’t trying.”

If only they had 
known just how hard I 
was trying.

For me, the solution 
came in the form of my 
mother. For two years 
she would sit with me 
each day and we would 
read a book together. 
She’d read one page 
aloud, I’d read the next. 
She’d gently correct me 
when I mispronounced 
or misread a word.

Shaywitz said this 
approach of listening, 
modeling and correcting 
is now the gold standard 
for teaching dyslexics to 
read. 

But she added that 
since dyslexics perceive 
the world differently 
they tend to be original 
thinkers with problem 
solving skills.

“We are risk takers,” 
Burke said. 

Burke attended col-
lege for a year but when 
the school moved from 
Chicago to a western 
suburb, she dropped out 
and began working with 
disabled children in the 
Chicago Park District, 
which led to her es-
tablishing the Chicago 
Special Olympics in 
1968 and later helped 
expand the program into 
the International Special 
Olympics. 

Burke and her hus-
band, Ed, a Chicago 
alderman, are licensed 
foster parents who have 
five children, only one 
of whom is biologically 
theirs.

“When three of the 

children were young, 
she left her job with the 
park district with plans 
to return. 
Instead she 
went back 
to college 
and earned 
a degree 
in educa-
tion from 
DePaul in 
1976. 

Four 
years later, her husband 
encouraged her to apply 
to law school saying 
she could do more for 
children with disabili-
ties as a lawyer than 
she could through direct 
service.

“When you are dys-
lexic, you learn coping 
skills. I was admitted 
to three different law 
schools, but I chose 
Chicago-Kent (Col-
lege of Law) because 
it was the one that 
didn’t require an ac-
counting class.”

Math is often dif-
ficult for dyslexics 
because like reading 
it involves the inter-

pretation of symbols, 
numbers and letters.

In 1987, Burke was 
appointed to the Illi-
nois Court of Claims. 
In 1995 she became 
an appellate judge and 
2006 she joined the state 

supreme court. 
It’s an intriguing 

career path for someone 
who early on had trouble 
reading.

“Reading law cases 
is like reading stories or 
novels. I find it fascinat-
ing to learn the circum-
stances with each case,” 
she said. 

I’ve read many of 
Burke’s decisions over 
the years. They are well 
reasoned and well writ-
ten. 

But what strikes me 
as most significant about 
Burke is her empathy for 
others. Her struggle to 
learn not only has made 
her a better judge. but 

a better person.  It may 
well explain her desire 
to help disabled chil-
dren through the Special 
Olympics and foster 
care. 

She dislikes the word 
“disability.” 

“I say ‘learning differ-
ence’ Dyslexia is just a 
different way of perceiv-
ing the world. It’s helped 
me gain problem solv-
ing skills and take risks 
that others might never 
consider.” 

Scott Reeder is a 
veteran statehouse jour-
nalist and a freelance 
reporter. ScottReed-
er1965@gmail.com.

‘Learning difference’ is all about perception

Letter to the Editor

Applauds all who had hand in 
REC Center coming to fruition

Dear Editor,
We have been watching 

the construction of 
the REC Center in 
Rochelle and have 
been anxiously an-
ticipating it’s open-
ing. Now that it 
is open, we have used it 
almost daily. For those of 
you who have not taken a 

tour, it is fabulous…even 
better than we thought it 

would be.
We would like to 

give a ‘shout out’ 
to Park Distr ict 
Board President Tim 
Hayden, Executive 

Director Jackee Ohlinger, 
the entire park district 
board and the many others 

that have helped give our 
town this modern facil-
ity to exercise and enjoy 
sports. In our opinion, all 
those involved made really 
good decisions regarding 
the building floor plan, 
offered activities, choice 
of equipment and the staff 
to run the place. The men 
and women Jackee has 

picked to fill the staff posi-
tions are all helpful, polite, 
dedicated and qualified.

Our new REC Center 
is certainly a feather in 
Rochelle’s cap. It is some-
thing to be proud of. We 
encourage you to sign up 
and use it.

Jim and Merilyn May
Rochelle
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Dec. 10
Mary Helfrich

Dec. 11
Samantha Johnson

Dec. 12
Tim & Megan South

Jax Sullivan
Dec. 13

Kellen Eggenburg
Dec. 15

Mario Messer
Dec. 20

Amanda Avila

Dec. 21
Jacob King
Bill Patrick

Dec. 22
Deb Wooten

Dec. 24
Luke Gilliam

Dec. 25
Maribel Ortiz

Dec. 26
Annette Sulser

Dec. 28
Chris Prosser

Dec. 29
Kelsey Rogers

Dec. 31
Jamey & Nicole King

Ruth Allen
Hayleigh Jones

 

Dec. 10 – (Thursday) – Chicken sandwich or chicken 
tenders with honey mustard dipping sauce, French fries, 
baked beans
Dec. 15 – (Tuesday) – Christmas Dinner: Porcupine 
meatballs, ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, green 
beans, stuffing, pea salad
Dec. 17 – (Thursday) – Christmas Dinner:  Porcupine 
meatballs, ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, green 
beans, stuffing, pea salad
Dec. 22 – (Tuesday) – CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS 
Dec. 24 – (Thursday) – CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS
Dec. 29 – (Tuesday) – Shredded beef brisket, roasted 
potatoes, steamed broccoli and cauliflower, dinner rolls
Dec. 31 – (Thursday) – New Year’s Eve Dinner: Good 

Luck cornbread skillet, pork roast, black eyed peas, 
collard greens

*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike 
Road, Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless 
otherwise stated. A kid’s menu is available each serving 
date and includes peanut butter and jelly, corn dog with 
chips or chicken nuggets. Please note that all menus are 
subject to change.  Serving is from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday and Thursday. Sunday brunch is served from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The menu is always available on the 
answering machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit www.
KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu

Call 815-561-2151 
to submit names 
for birthdays or 

anniversaries

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Nov. 17 - Janine Lemar, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 18 - Mike Blaine, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 19 - From the Heart Auction, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 20 - Noel Allison, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 21 - Lanet Erickson, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 22 - Kim Stahl, Oregon, $50

Nov. 23 - Matt Wolf, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 24 - Erie Foods/Dean, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 25 - Liz Shank, Byron, $25

Nov. 26 - Dawn Peters, Rochelle, $500

Nov. 27 - Tonja Greenfield, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 28 - Dick Hart, Elgin, $25

Nov. 29 - Pamela Shore, Monroe Center, $50

Nov. 30 - Sean Saweikis, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 1 - William Jandak, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 2 - Dallas Schuler, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 3 - Kasandra Elliott, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 4 - Rick McConaghie, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 5 - Kelley Doughty, Waukesha, Wisconsin, $25

Dec. 6 - Charles or Christy Kessen, Rochelle, $50 

Dec. 7 - Jannell Effiong, Mahomet, $25

Dec. 8 - Tonja Greenfield, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 9 - Brenda Mason, Dixon, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

ROCHELLE – Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois 
(GSNI) received a generous $1,100 COVID Relief 
grant from the Rochelle Area Community Foundation 
on Nov. 12.

Funds from this grant will be used to provide finan-
cial assistance for Girl Scout memberships, program 
materials for virtual learning, and Zoom licenses to 

troops in Rochelle and the surrounding area. 
GSNI would like to thank Rochelle Area Community 

Foundation for speaking up on behalf of girls, for join-
ing in the Girl Scout Mission where girls have a space 
all their own, where their interests, their experience, 
and their leadership — today and tomorrow — is the 
top priority.

Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois receive 
grant from community foundation

ROCHELLE — The Kitchen 
Table is continuing its holiday tra-
dition of a family visit with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus, and invite the public 
to participate. 

Starting at 1 p.m. on Dec. 12, 

people can stop by the Kitchen Table 
parking lot to join in the fun. There 
will be 50 food boxes available on 
a first come, first served basis. The 
food boxes will likely have either 
turkey or ham, a box of mashed po-

tatoes, a container of gravy, canned 
green beans and corn, stuffing and 
cranberry sauce.

Also, Santa will be there to pass 
out donuts and gifts for kids while 
his elves put the food in cars.   

Visit Santa at The Kitchen Table on Saturday
Food boxes available for first 50 to stop
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LOCAL NEWS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

   Hub City
361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
Jennie McLaughlin

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

GOOD LUCK HUBS!
It would be my pleasure to help 

you with all your real estate 
needs, whether buying or selling.

Give me a call with any  
questions you may have.

FBB2017

Jennie McLaughlin, 
Broker

(815) 561-9488
jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com

www.jenzhomes.com

Norm McLaughlin, 
Broker

815-901-2005
Normanmc123@yahoo.com

Independently owned & operated.

10
07

20
20

We are now located at

136 May Mart Drive
Same Great Service at a New Location!

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

OGLE COUNTY – Rural Byron res-
ident Mark Schwendau donated $500 to 
purchase 100 meals for the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Department at the Kitchen Table 
at Rochelle.  

Schwendau did so as sheriff’s deputies 
came to his home to conduct two different 
wellness checks during the year.  The first 
occurred when his cell phone pocket dialed 
911 while he was mowing the lawn.  The 
second happened when a neighbor could 
not reach him and became concerned about 
him during the COVID  lockdown.  

“Seeing all this propaganda about 
defunding the police in the media made 
me angry,” Schwendau said. “I realized 
I wanted to do something to show these 
men and women working in local law en-
forcement how appreciated and respected 
they really are.”  

The Kitchen Table is Illinois’ first com-
munity cafe where people can dine two days 
per week where those who have much can 
help pay a little forward to help feed those 
who may be struggling.  

If you would like to learn more about the 
Kitchen Table to dine, volunteer or donate, 
visit their website www.KitchenTableRo-
chelle.org.

Resident buys dinners for Sheriff’s department

Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle (far left) receives meal gift cards from Mark Schwendau (right) by way of Kitchen Table 
director Carolyn Brown.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

OAK CREST
DeKalb Area Retirement Center

Oak Crest is seeking full & part time
CNA Staff - Certified to work in the State of Illinois

Benefits include competitive wages, flexible scheduling, 
time off with pay, Health Insurance/Dental/Vision/Life 

Insurance, 403B Retirement, On Site Gym
Ideal candidates will have a strong interest in geriatric 
nursing, be dedicated to quality care, and motivated to 

become part of our exceptional health care team.
To provide resume, fax to 815-756-6515 or  

E-mail to scox@oakcrestdekalb.org
Equal Opportunity Employer

CNA STAFF - CERTIFIED

12062020

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has three
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH STREET AND 
NORTH 7TH STREET AND 
AVENUES IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 24-25
SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD 

STREETS & AVENUE IN 
BETWEEN
ROUTE 28

SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS 
AVE., LAKE LIDA LANE 

AREA

Part-time 
mailroom position

The Rochelle News-Leader has a part-
time mailroom position open that would 
include inserting flyers, banding bundles and 
occasionally help stacking papers coming off 
the press.

The position typically calls for 24-28 hours 
per week over four or five days per week, 
and includes mandatory shifts on Fridays and 
Saturdays when work load is heaviest.
Applicants must be able to quickly insert 
advertising flyers into newspapers, strap and 
lift medium-sized bundles onto a delivery 
truck, and work well as a team with others to 
follow instructions, pay attention to detail and 
get newspapers out the door.
Mailroom staff members are also asked to 
perform other basic duties in the department 
as needed, and may be trained to drive a fork 
lift.

Anyone (18 years or older) interested in 
this position should apply in person at the 
Rochelle News-Leader office, 211 Hwy. 38 
E., Rochelle, IL 61068.

HW

SCHOOL COOK
Immediate position available for 

part-time / full-time cook.  Hours 
negotiable through remote learning 
schedule.  For additional informa-
tion contact Supt. L. Taylor, 815-

396-2413 or send resume by email 
to Steward School, PO Box 76, 

Steward, Illinois 60553.
12062020

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Country Meadows
APARTMENTS

466 Western Ave.
Ashton, Illinois

Housing complex for persons with very 
low to moderate income who are 62 

years of age or older; disabled regardless 
of age is accepting applications for one 

and two bedroom apartments.
Rent may be based on income. Income 
limits apply. Onsite laundry, community 

room, off-street parking, spacious rooms. 
Appliances, water, sewer, garbage,

heat furnished.

PLEASE CALL (815) 339-2140
For an application or information.

This institution is an
equal opportunity provider

10
20

20
16

SCHOOL COOK
Immediate position available for part-time 
/ full-time cook. Hours negotiable through 

remote learning schedule.  
For additional information contact  

Supt. L. Taylor, 815-396-2413 or send resume 
by email to Steward School, PO Box 76, 

Steward, Illinois 60553. 12092020

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE

CENTRAL )
BANK )
ILLINOIS, )
Successor )
in interest )No.
to the 2020
FIRST )ch
NATIONAL )51
BANK O )
ROCHELLE, )
Plaintiff, )
V. )
JOHN  )
VUKADIN )
OVICH and )
HELEN ) 
VUKADIN )
OVICH, and )

UNKNOWN )
OWNERS ) 
OCCUPANTS )
and ) 
NONRECORD ) 
CLAIMANTS, )
Defendants. )

NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN to 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, 
OCCUPANTS and 
N O N R E C O R D 
CLAIMANTS, that an 
Amended Complaint 
for Foreclosure of 
mortgage on certain 
property located at 709 
Main Street, Rochelle, 
Illinois and legally 
described as:
Lot Seven (7) in 
Block Two (2) as 

designated upon the 
Plat of Palmer’s First 
Addition in the City of 
Rochelle, according 
to the Plat thereof 
recorded in Book A of 
Miscellaneous, page 
30 in the Recorder’s 
Office of Ogle County, 
Illinois; situated in the 
Township of Flagg, the 
County of Ogle and 
State of Illinois.
Tax Code No. 24-24-
329-003
has been filed in the 
Circuit Court of Ogle 
County. You have 
30 days to reply or 
otherwise answer the 
Complaint filed in this 
case. The 30 days will 
begin upon when this 
Notice first appears 
in publication. Should 
you fail to answer or 
otherwise appear in 
this case, a default 
judgment may be taken 
against you for the relief 
stated in the Complaint 
which will include the 
foreclosure of the 
property located at 709 
Main Street, Rochelle, 
Illinois. Answers or 
appearances can 
be filed in the above 
captioned case with 
the Ogle County Circuit 
Clerk at the Ogle 
County Courthouse, 
Oregon, Illinois.
Kimberly Stahl
Ogle County Circuit 
Clerk
HEWITT & WAGNER
1124 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL 61068
Telephone (815) 562-
2704
Attorney for Plaintiff.
No. 1133 (Nov. 25, 
Dec. 2, 9)

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
AMENDMENT TO 
EXPAND INCENTIVES 
IN THE
L E E - O G L E 
ENTERPRISE ZONE
Notice is hereby given 
that Public Hearings will 
be held at:
• 6:30 pm, 
Monday December 
14th, in City Hall of the 
City of Rochelle, 420 N 
6th Street AND
• 5:30 pm, 
Monday December 
21st, in City Hall of the 
City of Dixon, 121 W 

2nd Street.  
The purpose of each 
hearing is to consider 
an AMENDMENT TO 
EXPAND LOCAL ZONE 
INCENTIVES BY 
ADDING NEW TIER(S) 
OF PROPERTY TAX 
ABATEMENT FOR 
LARGE PROJECTS. 
THIS AMENDMENT 
PROCESS IS 
ALLOWED BY 
THE ILLINOIS 
ENTERPRISE ZONE 
ACT (20 ILCS 655).  
Anyone wishing to 
comment on the 
proposed amendment 
to the Lee-Ogle 
Enterprise Zone may 
appear at either of 
the above specified 
times and locations 
and may submit or 
state comments for 
the record. Written 
comments may also be 
directed to: Andy Shaw; 
Zone Administrator; 
Lee-Ogle Enterprise 
Zone; 309 First 
Avenue; Rock Falls, 
IL 61071.  Written 
communication(s) will 
be reviewed at the 
hearing.  Lee-Ogle 
Enterprise Zone benefit 
explanations and maps 
of the zone will also be 
available for review.
Dated this 9th day of 
December by Order 
of Andy Shaw, Zone 
Administrator.  
No. 1202 (Dec. 9)

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

PART-TIME LPN – 
CNA – MA – Wanted 
in Doctor’s Office. 
815-761-2503. Email 
jio8082@hotmail.com 
(01-03-20)

SNOW PLOW Sub 
Contractor With Truck 
Needed in Rochelle 
815-748-3782. (12-09-
20)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 

Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FOR SALE: DOG Crate. 
Heavy Plastic. 24 ½” 
Long, 17 ½” Wide, & 21 
½ High. $20 Firm. 815-
751-5312. (12-13-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

FOR SALE: Mixed Jack 
Russell Terrier Puppies 
Call 815-501-2718. 

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1 & 2 - B E D R O O M 
Apartments. Clean, 
Quiet Available Now. 
Some Utilities Included. 
Call For Showing 815-
762-6650 or 815-761-
3968. (12-20-20)

507 507 
FARM AND FARM FARM AND FARM 
LANDLAND

PASTURE WANTED 
to Rent for 2021 Beef 
Cattle. John Nadig 
Rochelle, 815-748-
3782. (12-09-20)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
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HUB SPOTLIGHT

Local wrestlers battle at 
Yeti Youth Championships
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

WISCONSIN DELLS, Wis. — Several 
local wrestlers grappled in the 2020 Yeti 
Youth Championships at the Chula Vista 
Resort in Wisconsin this past weekend. 

Kaiden Morris finished first in the 15U 
200-pound bracket, winning four straight 
bouts. Morris won by fall over Forest Lake’s 
Gunnar Johnson before defeating Ponce 
Trained Wrestling’s Carson Gilbert by 3-1 
sudden victory. Morris earned a 12-2 major 
decision over Alex Reyna and sealed his 
title with a fall victory over Monticello’s 
Mason Bauer.

Roman Villalobos took third place in 
the 12U 140-pound bracket, finishing 3-1 
overall. Villalobos won by fall over Hard 
Drive Wrestling Club’s Barrett Mieras in 
the first consolation round before topping 
World Gold Wrestling’s Urijah Magnus by 
4-2 sudden victory. Villalobos claimed third 
place with a 10-3 decision against Team 
Gotcha’s Ryder Balkema.

Two wrestlers recorded fourth-place 
finishes including Aidan Lopez and Xavier 
Villalobos. Villalobos competed in the 15U 
100-pound bracket, going 3-2 overall with 
one forfeit victory and two fall victories 
against Ringers’ Nathan Mielke and Pin-
nacle’s Payton Herbst. Lopez battled in the 
12U 64-pound bracket, finishing 0-3 overall.

Caleb Nadig competed in the High 
School 138-pound bracket, going 3-2 
overall with one fall victory over Iron 
Mountain’s Evan Haferkorn and decisions 

Kaiden Morris took first place in his 
bracket during the 2020 Yeti Youth 
Championships this past weekend.

over The Empire’s Trevor Skoda (7-1) and 
Sauk Valley Wrestling Club’s William Rude 
(6-4). Benjamin Nadig wrestled in the 12U 
82-pound bracket, finishing 3-2 with an 8-6 
decision over Takedown Wrestling Club’s 
Caden Kramer and fall victories over Reb-
els’ Max Clark and Shiocton Wrestling’s 
Mason Demerath. Joseph Nadig battled 
in the 15U 100-pound bracket, going 0-2 
overall.

Roman and Rowen Villalobos share a photo with Olympic wrestling champion Ben 
Peterson during the 2020 Yeti Youth Championships this past weekend.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS

The 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendars The 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 
Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, 

Focus House, 
Shining Star Children’s Advocacy 

Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, Hub City Senior 

Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar! 
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________

Clip and mail this form along with $22 
($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 

Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we
will mail it out to you!
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2021 From The Heart Cash
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office

• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we
will mail a 2021 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you!
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Show off your 
Christmas decorating 
skills in the Christmas 

Tree Photo Contest
Visit rochellenews-leader.

secondstreetapp.com/Christmas-
Tree-Photo-Contest/rounds/1/
gallery to enter and to vote.
Submissions will be accepted  
until Dec. 15. Voting starts on  

Dec 16 and runs through Dec. 31.

The winner will receive  
a $100 gas card! 

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

Sponsored by:

12092020

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 7 p.m. 12

09
20

20

Come down and enjoy curbside 
visits with Santa on 

Saturday, Dec. 12 from 4 - 6 p.m. 
We will continue to offer curbside 

pickup adhering to the 
mandated guidelines.
Full menu available

TRACK: Goodwin ready to shine during senior season
From page 1

Now a senior, Goodwin 
is channeling the frustra-
tion over losing his junior 
season and setting greater 
goals for 2021 including 
qualifying for state in three 
events including the triple 

jump, the long jump and 
the hurdles. Goodwin also 
said he wants to break the 
varsity triple jump record 
after breaking the fresh-
soph record in 2019.

“Losing my junior year 
was really tough and I was 
really upset about it, but 

I put all my frustration 
into working out and I’ve 
been using that loss as a 
motivator to work hard 
and surprise everybody 
my senior year,” Goodwin 
said. “I’ve been checking 
in with my coaches and 
asking what I can do to 

keep improving over the 
offseason. I also practiced 
with the team once a week 
during September and 
October and focused on 
improving my skills and 
motivating my team.”

Goodwin’s current per-
sonal record in the long 
jump is 19-3 ½, which he 
marked during Rochelle’s 
only indoor meet of the 
2020 season. Goodwin set 
personal bests in both the 
110 and 300-meter hurdles 

as a sophomore, finishing 
with respective times of 
17.50 and 45.28 seconds. 
Goodwin has come a long 
way from when he first 
took up track and field at 
St. Paul Lutheran School 
in fifth grade, when he 
thought doing track and 
field would only help im-
prove his skills for another 
sport he played.

“My mom told me 
that I should do track and 
field and I didn’t want to 

because I thought it was 
nothing but running long 
distances,” Goodwin said. 
“I agreed to try track and 
field because I figured it 
would increase my speed 
and endurance for base-
ball. I fell in love with 
the sport when I started 
practicing and learning 
about the long jump, and 
when I learned about the 
triple jump in sixth grade, 
I fell in love with the sport 
even more.”

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

Trevor Goodwin set personal records in both the 110 and 300-meter hurdles 
during his sophomore season with the Hubs. Goodwin said he wants to qualify for 
state in three events, including one hurdle event, during his senior season.
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SPORTS BATTLE IN THE DELLS 
 
Local wrestlers competed in the Yeti 
Youth Championships recently. 
 
See page 10 for more details
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RTHS Boys Track

Leaping forward
Sophomore success priming Goodwin for strong senior season

Senior Trevor Goodwin will return as one of the top athletes with the Rochelle Township High School track and field team this coming 
season. Goodwin reached the IHSA State Finals in the triple jump as a sophomore, medaling in sixth place. 

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

TREVOR Good-
win’s rise to be-
coming one of 

best triple jumpers in the 
state began during his 
sophomore season with 
the Rochelle Township 
High School track and 
field team. 

Goodwin  showed 
promise during the indoor 
season, leaping 40 feet and 
6 inches for a personal best 
during the 2019 Gary Eg-
ler Invitational. That was 
only the beginning, how-
ever, as Goodwin contin-
ued to compile excellent 
jumps during the outdoor 
season. His PR increased 
from over 41 feet to over 
42 feet and finally, during 
the IHSA 2A Sterling Sec-
tional, Goodwin surpassed 
43 feet, marking 43-2 ¾ to 
win the triple jump title 
and qualify for the IHSA 
State Championships.

Goodwin saved his 
best performance for last, 
though, finishing sixth and 
medaling in the state finals 
with a personal-record 
mark of 43-9 ¼ to end 
the season as an All-State 
triple jumper. 

“I thought I made huge 
improvements during my 
sophomore year because 
I did a lot of weightlifting 
over the offseason and 
I kept doing workouts 

RTHS Football

Briseno building strength, confidence with Hubs
Hub running back reflects on promising sophomore season

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ERIC Briseno made 
the most of his 
opportunities with 

the Rochelle Township 
High School varsity football 
team this past season. While 
he was only a sophomore, 
Briseno stepped up for the 
Hubs when multiple starters 
in the offensive backfield 
were sidelined with injuries.

Briseno’s breakout per-
formance came midway 
through the 2019 season, 
when he took seven car-
ries for 57 yards and the 
first rushing touchdown of 
his varsity career against 
Sandwich. Briseno finished 
the season ranking fourth 
on the Hubs with 39 car-
ries and 188 rushing yards. 
Now a junior, Briseno said 
his goals for next year are 
to add muscle and play with 
confidence.

“I’m looking forward 
to having more confidence 
and putting more muscle 

on so I can become a better 
athlete,” Briseno said. “My 
goals are to gain weight, be 
more confident, be faster 
and be a better teammate. 
As a team, we need to be 
a family and trust one an-
other. I felt that I performed 
alright this past year, but I 
definitely need to play with 
more confidence.”

Briseno grew stronger as 
the season progressed this 
past year. He totaled nine 
carries for 58 yards against 
Plano before adding a sea-
son-high 12 carries for 40 
yards in Rochelle’s double-
overtime win over Ottawa. 
Briseno also chipped in one 
catch for 6 yards in 2019.

After averaging nearly 
5 yards per carry, Briseno 
will compete for a starting 
role in the backfield when 
the Hubs eventually take 
the field this coming season. 
Briseno, who first took up 
football in seventh grade, 
says he enjoys the energy 
the game brings him.

“My role last year as an 

underclassman was to give 
the upperclassmen every-
thing I had, especially the 

seniors who were in their 
last seasons,” Briseno said. 
“This season, my role is to 

be a good teammate and do 
as much as I can to help our 
team dominate and get the 

win. I enjoy the thrill of the 
game and I think the game 
benefits me in a lot of ways.”

Junior Eric Briseno evades a trio of defenders during Rochelle’s varsity football game against Plano this past 
season. Briseno ran for 188 yards and one touchdown on 39 carries as a sophomore in 2019.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

https://rochellenews-leader.secondstreetapp.com/Teacher-of-the-Month/gallery

VOTE FOR YOUR...

TEACHER OF 
THE MONTH
Nominate Your Favorite Teacher!

10
11

20
20

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed
429-433 Lincoln Hwy. | Rochelle, Illinois | 815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

12
18

20
18

HUB CITY 
FURNITURE

Picture perfect homes begin at

Sofas/Sectionals/Recliners/Dining Tables
Kitchen Tables/Mattresses/Bedroom Suites

and so much more!!

to increase my speed,” 
Goodwin said. “Another 
huge factor was having 
coach [Vic] Worthington 
help me anytime I needed 

him. He provided me with 
resources to help me fine 
tune my skills. I was also 
competing head-to-head 
with my teammate Mason 

[DeLille] and we pushed 
each other during every 
practice and meet.”

As Goodwin prepared 
for his junior season, he 

had expectations including 
a return to the state meet 
and earning another medal. 
Unfortunately, Goodwin 
and many others lost their 

2020 track and field sea-
sons due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

See TRACK page 11


