
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • PAGE 1WEDNESDAY, JAN. 2, 2019

WEDNESDAY

38 28
HIGH

KNOW IT 
TODAY

Food insecurities
Ag leaders, nonprofits 
address food insecurities in 
Illinois. See page 3

WEATHER

LOW

• EVELYN NEWELL 
• JAMES PEERBOOM 
                         See page 4

OBITUARIES

• ALDI 
INSERTS

Social News............2, 3, 5, 7
Obituaries............................4
Opinion ..............................6

INSIDE

MIDWEEK EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Keilman finds
her happy 
place in dance 
                   SEE SPORTS

Local Girl 
Scouts selling 
cookies 
                      PAGE 7

THURSDAY

35 26
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

31 18
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

25 16
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

Vol. 101 • No. 74

704 Sixth Street
815-562-6872

LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                           WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2021                        $1

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

429 Lincoln Highway
815-562-8765

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Rochelle 
City Council members autho-
rized City Manager Jeff Fiegen-
schuh to sign an engineering 
agreement with Willett Hofmann 
& Associates Inc. for the second 
phase of improvements at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
located at 888 Treatment Plant 
Road in Rochelle. The multi-year 
agreement will be at a cost not ex-
ceeding $682,000. with in-house 
construction potentially offset-
ting a portion of the $240,000 
construction observation cost.

The system upgrades include 
the construction of a second new 
fine screen option and dewater-
ing unit for the influent bypass 
channel, new piping to connect 
the anaerobic lagoon effluent 
piping to the headworks build-
ing, convert aeration bays 5-8 for 
biological nutrient removal, re-
place the clarifier drive units and 
demolish three existing tertiary 
sand filters, and install four cloth 
type tertiary filters. The project 
will be funded by an IEPA loan.

Council members approved 
Engel Electric Company’s pro-

posal for electrical upgrades 
at Well 8 at a cost of $21,491. 
Council members also approved 
a resolution authorizing Fiegen-
schuh to sign a five-year dark 
fiber license agreement with 
MCIMetro for a monthly cost of 
$6,567.29.

Lee-Ogle 
Enterprise Zone
Council members amended 

an ordinance for the Lee-Ogle 
Enterprise Zone establishing a 
three-tiered tax abatement sched-
ule for businesses. The resolution 
comes after Project Jackpot, the 
new business entity planning 
to take over the Nippon Sharyo 
campus in Rochelle, plans to 
invest $130 million in the zone 
and create 150 jobs. 

The lowest tier requires no 
minimum job limit or capital 
investment limit while maintain-
ing 75 percent of jobs to retain 
abatement (50 percent per year 
over six years). The middle tier 
requires 75 jobs or more and $50 
million in capital investment 
while maintaining 95 percent 
of jobs to retain abatement (50 
percent per year over 10 years). 

The highest tier requires 125 jobs 
or more, $100 million in capital 
investment and a $50,000 annual 
wage per employee before ben-
efits while maintaining 95 percent 
of jobs to retain abatement (50 
percent per year over 16 years).

COVID Leave
Council members approved 

a resolution authorizing the 
creation of a City of Rochelle 
COVID-19 Temporary Leave 
Program. The temporary leave 
program will run until Jan. 31, 
2021.

For employees exposed to 
COVID-19, employees will be 
asked to be tested and results 
will determine if and when the 
quarantine will take place. If 
not tested and no symptoms, the 
employee will be required to 
quarantine and use sick leave to 
cover the absence.

If an employee has been ex-
posed to COVID and is being 
tested, the employee will be 
placed on COVID Administrative 
Leave while awaiting test results 
with no use of leave.

For positive test results, em-
ployees will receive up to 80 
hours of temporary leave while 

on quarantine. The length of 
quarantine will be based on the 
recommendation of the health 
department. Positive test result 
documents must be sent to human 
resources within 24 hours.

If no letter is received to con-
firm test results, employees may 
be required to use sick leave from 
their leave bank. For negative test 
results, the employee may return 
to work under modified quarantine 
guidelines: wear mask, physical 
distance, and monitor symptoms. 

Documentation of the negative 
results must be sent to HR prior 
to returning to work.

Ordinances
Rochelle City Council mem-

bers approved a series of ordi-
nances during January’s meeting 
at City Hall on Monday. The city 
approved an ordinance allowing 
retail sales of electronic ciga-
rettes, vapor and related products 
at Rocky’s Smoke Shop, located 
at 901 S. 7th St in Rochelle.

Council members also ap-
proved an ordinance granting 
variation of signage for the con-
struction of an electronic message 
board at Kwik Trip, located at 
1000 S. 7th St. in Rochelle.

A masterpiece made of snow

Council approves water 
treatment plant improvements

Council OKs COVID-19 Temporary Leave Program, amends tax abatement schedule for Lee-Ogle Enterprise Zone

Fran Volz, pictured above putting the finishing 
touches on his latest snow sculpture. The 8-foot 
mermaid is located at the gazebo in downtown 
Rochelle. Volz, who also does work in bronze and 
completed the veterans memorial statue at Lawn-
ridge Cemetery, completed his first snow sculpture 
— a Smurf — in 1985. 

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle School District 
231 students and staff 
will return for in-person 
learning on Tuesday, 
Jan. 19 after the Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday 
on Monday, Jan. 18.

Superintendent Jason 
Harper said the dis-
trict received clearance 
from the Ogle County 
Health Department to 
resume in-person learn-
ing.  Schools moved 
to remote learning in 
late November after 
recommendations from 
the OCHD to pause in-
person learning for eight 
weeks.

Harper also said lo-
cal teachers will be in-
cluded under Phase 1B 
of the State of Illinois 
COVID-19 vaccination 
plan, which began with 
Phase 1A last month. 
Harper said that school 
nurses, who fall under 
Phase 1A, could receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
as soon as this week. 
Principals ,  day-care 
workers, student aids, 
student support staff and 
residents 65 and older 
also fall under Phase 1B 

according to the IDPH. 
Illinois has administered 
roughly 354,000 doses of 
vaccine. 

“There’s a lot of lo-
gistical planning going 
on between superinten-
dents, health offices and 

the OCHD,” Harper said. 
“We have surveyed our 
staff to see who wants 
to take the vaccine and 
when they’re available 
to receive it. The vac-
cines are very much on 
our radar.”

Back to the classroom

 “There’s a lot of logistical 
planning going on between 
superintendents, health 
offices and the OCHD. We 
have surveyed our staff to see 
who wants to take the vaccine 
and when they’re available to 
receive it. The vaccines are very 
much on our radar.”

Jason Harper
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BY BRAD JENNINGS

OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

OREGON – A member of the Ogle County 

Board has suggested the body reduce its size 

from the current 24 members down to 16.

At the regular board meeting on Jan. 21, 

Bruce McKinney, who represents Rochelle on 

the board, said the county currently has eight 

districts with three people elected from each 

district to the board. During a presentation, he 

suggested lowering the number.

“What I would like to see is us go from eight 

districts to 16,” he said, adding that only one 

person would be elected to the board from each 

district.
He said the goal would be to eliminate mul-

tiple board members who serve the same area.

“This isn’t anything unusual,” he said of the 

change.
For example, Winnebago County has 20 

board members, with one person elected from 

20 districts. The number of board members in 

area counties varies, from nine in Carroll County 

to 24 in DeKalb County.

“I think it would be better representation on the 

County Board for Ogle County,” McKinney said.

Board member Kimberly Whalen asked what 

would happen to committee assignments if the 

number of board members was reduced. She said 

that might put more pressure on board members 

to fill out committees.

McKinney said that some may have to add 

another committee to their workload, but the 

county could also look at combining some 

committees.
See BOARD page 4

County board talks downsizing

The Ogle County Board (top) discusses 

a presentation by Board member  Bruce 

McKinney, above, to reduce the number 

of members from 24 to 16. 
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – An open house was 

held in the Rochelle Community Hospital 

cafeteria Thursday afternoon to welcome 

the hospital’s new CEO. 

On Thursday from 2 to 4 p.m., the 

public had an opportunity to come enjoy 

snacks and refreshments and meet Gregg 

Olson, the new CEO, as well as his wife, 

Denise. Olson was previously CEO for 

the hospital from 1997 to 2007 but then 

moved onto a different position for the 

last 13 years. 

The job opening comes after Mark 

Batty, the former CEO of seven years 

left the hospital to take another position. 

Olson says that a lot has changed in 

the last 13 years, but he is very glad to 

be back home. 

“The organization has changed since 

the last time I was here and so have I 

as an individual, so I need to speak to 

the people who have been here all this 

time and listen to better understand the 

organization,” explained Olson. “For 

me it is like coming back home, I had 

a great experience my first time here 

and I expect to have the same success 

the second.”

Olson’s first day back as the CEO of 

the hospital was Monday, Jan. 13.

He says that his managing style is not 

to come in and just start making changes 

right away, but to do a lot of listening 

and speaking to the people who have 

been here the last 13 years. This will help 

him understand where the organization 

is currently, to help create strategies to 

where to best move into the future. 

Olson says both the staff and the 

community is what makes the hospital 

the organization it is today. 

“We have a great group of employees, 

board members and volunteers, I am just 

thrilled to be back and be part of such a 

great organization,” added Olson. “The 

people of Rochelle really make this area 

a very special place, you don’t find that 

in every organization and I have found 

it here in Rochelle.”

Welcome back
Olson returns to CEO position at hospital

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

A Rochelle 

Township 

High School 

student and member of 

the Rochelle Boy Scout 

Troop 553, chartered by 

the masonic lodge, has 

recently achieved the 

highest possible rank of 

Eagle Scout.

CJ Sedlock, a senior 

at Rochelle Township 

High School, has been 

involved in Scouts ever 

since he was a little kid. 

He joined the Byron Cub 

Scout pack as a Tiger 

Scout, which is one of 

the first ranks in the 

organization. 

CJ’s parents were 

responsible for first in-

troducing him to scouts. 

“My wife and I are the 

ones who started him on 

his scouting path,” said 

Christopher Sedlock, 

CJ’s father and current 

troop scout master. “I 

was involved in scouts 

when I was younger and 

when he first started out 

as a Tiger, I was his den 

leader.”
Christopher was also 

involved in scouts when 

he was younger, but did 

not make it all the way to 

Eagle Scout. 

See SCOUT page 4

Achieving rank

CJ Sedlock achieved the highest rank of Eagle Scout.

Returning CEO for Rochelle Community Hospital, Gregg Olson, and his wife, De-

nise, talk to community members who stopped by the special open house held in 

the hospital cafeteria Thursday afternoon.
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. The Rochelle Fire Department 

received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.“We looked all around the 

building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. The fire started in the upstairs 

apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. Two individuals will have to 

be displaced due to damages to 
the property. Assisting the Rochelle Fire 

Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGESSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-struction on the new recre-ation center at Helms South remains on schedule as the $14 million project inches toward its targeted Septem-ber 2020 completion.Megan Simon, proj-ect manager at Ringland-Johnson Construction, ad-dressed the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners during its monthly meeting at Rochelle City Hall on Monday. Simon revealed that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-ning soon after. Simon also said that 

work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-ers will leave an opening 

on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first round of the IDPH permit-ting process,” Simon said. “We submitted our swim-ming pool drawings to the IDPH in October and we got their comments back last week… We’ll be continu-ing outside and hopefully getting dried in on the swim-ming pool, community center and fieldhouse. We’ll then be prepping to get some temporary power out there so we can start working inside, and we’ll be pouring slabs by April and working on interior walls.”
See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.Duval talked about his 36 

years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.Principal reportFollowing the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.The RTHS freshman class 

seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.“The counselors are in one 

of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.He also explained plans 

to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.One of the activities the 

school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. Superintendent reportBoard members accepted 

the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.“Our budget is set at $15.7 

million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.Following an executive 

session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.The February meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out two tenants

Plans official for Duval’s retirementBoard hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 

in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 

an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 

to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 

experienced smoke and water damage.
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R O C H E L L E  — 
Rochelle competed in 
the Interstate 8 Confer-
ence Speech Meet this 
past weekend. Rochelle 
placed second as a team, 
behind Morris who were 
the team champions.

Individuals who were 
conference finalists in-
cluded: Faith Worthing-
ton, conference champi-
on, Impromptu Speaking. 
Ava Coglianese, confer-
ence champion, Special 
Occasion Speaking

Megan Thiravong, 
second place, Extempo-
raneous Speaking. Paul 
Swartz/Mikayla Preston, 
second place, Humor-
ous Duet Acting. Bella 
Nauman, second place, 
Oratorical Declamation. 
Mikayla Preston, second 
place, Dramatic Inter-
pretation

Ariel Zuercher/Jenn 
Heinrich, third place, 
Dramatic Duet Acting. 
Heidi Cruz, third place, 
Special Occasion Speak-
ing. Alyssa Schwanert, 
third place, Prose Read-
ing. Bella Nauman/Jenn 
Heinrich, third place, 
Humorous Duet Act-
ing. Morgan Haas, third 
place, Oratorical Decla-
mation

Megan Thiravong, 
fourth place, Humorous 
Interpretation. Megan 
Thiravong, fourth place, 
Radio Speaking

Paul Swartz, fifth 
place, Humorous Inter-
pretation. Morgan Haas, 
fifth place, Oratory

Faith Worthington, 
fifth place, Informative 
Speaking. Kara Yates, 

fifth place, Original 
Comedy. Aiden Ramsey, 
fifth place, Impromptu 
Speaking. Ariel Zuer-
cher, fifth place, Poetry 
Reading

Layla Pelan, sixth 
place, Poetry Reading. 
Layla Pelan, sixth place, 
Prose Reading. Jessica 
Nguyen, sixth place, Ex-
temporaneous Speaking. 
Mateo Hughes/Addison 
Stewart, sixth place, 
Humorous Duet Acting. 
Avery Auld, sixth place, 
Original Comedy. Kara 
Yates, sixth place, Or-
atory 

Jessica Nguyen, sev-
enth place, Informative 
Speaking. 

Aiden Ramsey, eighth 
p l a c e ,  I n f o r m a t i v e 
Speaking. 

Speaker of the week is 
Bella Nauman.

Speech team takes 
second at Interstate 
8 Conference Meet

Worthington

Coglianese

DEKALB — Many 
companies and profes-
sionals endeavor to work 
in the global market. 
Some succeed. Others 
fail. What does it take to 
achieve success beyond 
your borders? The next 
NIU College of Business 
Wednesday Night Wis-
dom online speaker event 
will explore these and 
many other ques-
tions about how to 
achieve success on 
the international 
stage. Join us at 7:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, 
Jan. 20. All are wel-
come to register for free 
(go.niu.edu/wnw). 

Our four panelists are 
NIU alumni and experts 
in international business:

Kevin Delaplace Haro, 
MBA ’16 – Currently 
living in Kuwait and 
working as a business 
development manager at 
Austrian Business De-
velop Group, Delaplace 
has lived and studied in 
several countries which 
has helped him become 
an adaptable and ef-
fective multilingual 
communicator and 
presenter.

 Ariel Moreno, 
MBA ’17 – Current-
ly living in Colom-
bia, Moreno is the founder 
and CEO of e-Takeoff 
SAS, an ambulance to-
go app and software that 
allows for responding to 
emergencies in record 
time, optimizing health 
service and saving lives. 

This multi-award-win-
ning company has clients 
in multiple countries, 
including the U.S. 

Scott Rosenfelder, 
Computer Science ’85 – 
Retired manging director 
for techonology and data 
analytics at Deloitte’s 
Financial Risk and Ad-
visory Practice. His work 
focused on the use of 

advanced analytics 
to improve brand pro-
tection and customer 
experience, and mea-
surement services for 
multinational com-
panies with complex 

interactions.
Dean Stieber, Accoun-

tancy ’79 – Retired from 
KPMG LLP as a strategic 
business partner, trusted 
advisor and executive 
leader serving clients, de-
veloping team members 
and leading complicated 
process analysis and op-
erational projects in the 
U.S. and overseas. 

The NIU College of 
Business in June launched 
an online speaker series, 

Wednesday Night 
Wisdom, to keep 
students, alumni and 
friends learning and 
connected in this 
unprecedented time. 

When the rapid 
spread of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) sent NIU 
students home in the 
middle of the 2020 spring 
semester, the College of 
Business quickly pivoted 
to remote teaching and 
learning strategies for in-

class learning, and virtual 
activities for supplemen-
tal, out-of-class learning 
through the Business 
Passport Program. 

“We were very pleased 
at our business students’ 
willingness to en-
gage virtually in 
the spring,” said 
Amy Buhrow, senior 
director of Strate-
gy, Student Success 
and Accreditation. 
“Connectivity is the core 
of the college experience. 
We launched the Wednes-
day Night Wisdom series 
to keep our students, 
alumni and friends con-
nected to one another and 
to learning, wherever they 
may be.”

Each year, the College 
of Business hosts 
nearly 500 alumni 
and business profes-
sional visits. With 
limits on face-to-
face interactions, the 
Wednesday Night 
Wisdom online speaker 
series taps our valued 
alumni and friends to 
share knowledge virtu-
ally in a safe, interactive 
way. 

“The NIU College of 
Business has an expan-
sive and highly informed 
base of alumni and fac-
ulty — any one of whom 
could be described as an 
expert in any number of 
fields,” said Cassandra 
Young, College of Busi-
ness director of Alumni 
Relations. “Time and 
time again, they have 

proven the value of their 
knowledge as consultants 
through publications, 
to students and to other 
alumni. We are proud 
and delighted to fea-
ture their expertise and 

perspectives in the 
Wednesday Night 
Wisdom series.”

“We launched the 
series slowly in June 
and have completed 
a few events each 

month,” said Rachel 
Schmit, senior event 
coordinator for NIU’s 
College of Business. “The 
live event is recorded and 
then edited for a down-
loadable future podcast.” 

College of Business 
Dean Balaji Rajagopal-
an said he’s grateful to 

alumni for sharing 
their knowledge on 
topics, such as tap-
ping into networks 
during this challeng-
ing time, managing 
finances through re-

tirement and leadership 
through a crisis. 

“Our alumni and facul-
ty members have stepped 
up to provide a wealth 
of information and are 
helping others to stay 
focused and productive 
on their business, school 
assignments, projects and 
personal lives,” Rajago-
palan said. 

NIU’s College of Busi-
ness is nationally recog-
nized in academic and 
industry circles for its 
teaching, research and 
public service. 

Four perspectives on achieving 
success on the international stage

NIU College of Business hosting speaker series
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Plus, get $10 off for 
donating a non-

perishable canned 
food item to The 

Salvation Army.
 Expire 1/12/20

815-562-4440

servicenowhomeservices.com • servicenowhomeservices.com

IL Lic. 058-111840

$$59590000 Heating Heating 
Furnace Furnace 
Tune-UpTune-Up$99 Value$99 Value

    $20  Instant Savings
+ $10  First Time 

Customer Discount

$30  Added Savings!

12
09

20
20

Expires 3/1/21Expires 3/1/21Expires 3/1/21

Visit your local Culver’s restaurant:

Culver’s of Rochelle
1060 Dement Road, Rochelle, IL

(815) 561-9720
culvers.com

06262018

DOUBLE BUTTERBURGER 
WITH CHEESE

FRESH, NEVER 
FROZEN 

MIDWEST 
BEEF COOKED 

AFTER YOU 
ORDER.

Customized tutoring services 
for PreK to Adult.
• Remote interactive homeschool program
• Very qualified and Experienced team of tutors
• Small group sizes or one on one tutoring offered for all classes.
• Onsite and Remote classes offered.
• SAT/ ACT Prep
• STEM classes for PreK to 5th Grade
• Writing Workshops for Middle and High School
• Job skill Seminars (Resume writing)

Institute of Languages, Mathematics, 
and Sciences (ILMS)

5601 Wansford Ave. • Rockford, IL • (708) 581-8617 
ilmstutor.com • ilmstutoring@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/ilmstutoring

All safety protocols regarding 
COVID-19 will be followed onsite.

12
20

20
20

BY CHRISTOPHER 
HEIMERMAN
FOR ILLINOIS PRESS ASSOCIATION

 
BLOOMINGTON – It 

takes a lot of moving parts 
to connect fresh produce 
with the communities that 
need it most.

You need farmers grow-
ing quality food. Funding 
to pay them. Food banks, 
pantries and food marts in 
place to store and distrib-
ute. And don’t overlook 
one of the biggest road-
blocks: transportation to 
get the food from farm to 
kitchen table.

“Transportation is a 
critical, critical issue, in 
terms of time and cost,” 
Steve Miller, an at-large 
board member of Illinois 
Specialty Growers Associ-
ation, said Thursday during 
a virtual session at the 
annual Illinois Specialty 
Crop Conference.

Here’s the rub, though: 
To assure that food is fresh 
when it arrives, the fewer 
literal moving parts the 
better.

“If produce comes in 
from a producer on Thurs-
day or Friday, then sits in a 
warehouse over the week, it 
doesn’t get to the families 
until Monday or Tuesday,” 
said Dan Kenney, the 
founder of DeKalb Coun-
ty Community Gardens, 
who attended the virtual 
conference.

In DeKalb, nonprofits 
have finally cut out the 
middle man.

DeKalb County
Enter Klein’s Farms in 

Elgin, just on the other side 
of the DeKalb County line. 
Since late spring, the farm 
has been selling produce 
directly to nonprofits in the 
county at wholesale prices.

“The quality is night and 
day,” said Joey Moore, who 
runs the Barb Food Mart 
that’s served the DeKalb 
School District 428 com-
munity since 2012. “When 

they’re out picking pro-
duce that morning, it’s the 
highest quality.”

She and Kenney took 
part in a Zoom discussion 
with the Illinois Press 
Association on Friday 
afternoon.

“And there’s the nu-
tritional value,” Kenney 
added. “Once you harvest 
something, it starts losing 
its nutritional value right 
away.”

Even before Klein’s 
partnered with DCCG and 
the Food Mart, DeKalb 
County was light years 
ahead of other parts of the 
state in terms of getting 
food from farm to table as 
quickly as possible.

Kenney founded DCCG 
a couple of months after 
Barb Food Mart launched 
in 2012. DCCG has since 
produced more than 
200,000 pounds of food, 
according to its website. In 
2017, it launched its Grow 
Mobile refrigerated truck 
program. In January alone, 
two trucks will make 11 
distribution stops around 
the county.

The end result? Rather 
than receiving produce 
that’s sat on shelves at food 
pantries, or been donated 
by grocers who can no 
longer sell it, families in 
need in DeKalb are getting 
farm-fresh produce.

“The message it sends 
out to people attending 
food pantries is that they 
deserve fresh, high-quality 
food,” said Heather Ed-
wards, DCCG’s associate 
director who has overseen 
the launch of the Genoa 
Area Community Food 
Hub in the northern reaches 
of the county. “We all de-
serve that. Nobody should 
feel that they get a lesser 
quality than they deserve. 
It’s about their dignity.”

Moore said it’s common 
for food donated by grocers 
to be inedible – “I’ve got-
ten salad that’s basically 
soup,” she said – and that 

the only reason it gets do-
nated is so the businesses 
can write it off.

Food security is in rel-
atively good shape in 
DeKalb County because a 
lot of work has gone into it.

DCCG has more than 
70 partners and sponsors. 
A food security council 
made up of growers, food 
pantries, the health depart-
ment, even hospital staff 
have resumed meeting on 
a monthly basis. That com-
munity buy-in keeps all 
the key prongs – funding, 
infrastructure and transpor-
tation – running in concert.

Kenney has been work-
ing with Steve Ericson, ex-
ecutive director of Feeding 
Illinois, an association of 
food banks throughout the 
state, for a few years, and 
hopes to help other regions 
emulate DeKalb’s success.

Feeding Illinois
According to data on 

Feeding Illinois’ website, 
about one in 10 Illinois 
residents struggles with 
hunger, including one in 
every eight children, and 
it would cost more than 
$630 million to meet the 

statewide food need.
Ericson and Shantanu 

Pai, an assistant sustain-
ability researcher with the 
University of Illinois’ Prai-
rie Research Institute, host-
ed the virtual convention 
session Thursday. They, 
along with the growers as-
sociation and Illinois Farm 
Bureau are carrying out a 
six-step process that will 
culminate with launching 
pilot programs throughout 
the state that address food 
insecurity.

The study is funded by 
a U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Farm to Food Bank 
grant. Ericson said it’s 
imperative to find funding 
mechanisms beyond com-
munities’ contributions.

“We have a tendency 
to always go back to 
donations,” Ericson said. 

“I’ve been around this long 
enough to know we’re not 
going to end food insecu-
rity on donations.”

He and Pai hope to get 
at least 10 percent of the 
state’s 3,000 specialty 
growers to fill out a survey 
and share what incentives 
and programs have helped 
get fresh food into the 
hands of people in need.

“People don’t often 
write about what they’ve 
tried that hasn’t worked,” 
Pai said. “We’d really like 
to know what people have 
tried in the past, and what 
simply didn’t work.”

While he awaits survey 
results, a few farmers 
sounded off during the 
session. 

Nicoele Arseneau, who 
along with Bill Belluso 
owns and operates 3 Winds 

Farm in Kankakee, said the 
area is poverty-stricken 
and small farms want to 
donate their surplus, but the 
local food bank won’t take 
perishable items because 
it has nowhere to store 
them.  Ericson immediately 
intervened.

“You and I need to talk,” 
he said, before sharing his 
contact information with 
her.

Louise Meyer, an Illinois 
Herb Association board 
member, piggy-backed 
on Miller’s concerns with 
transportation. She said her 
business, Amrita Naturals 
in Elburn, actually got out 
of the vegetable business.

“We had plenty of or-
ganic produce, but the 
transportation cost – we 
were left to do that,” she 
said. “We were donating it, 
but we didn’t see how we 
could afford to transport it.”

She said Illinois is a bit 
behind the 8-ball, that the 
food needed in the north – 
Chicagoland in particular 
– is predominantly grown 
in southern Illinois.

“Can you even get it 
there while it’s edible, 
especially during the sum-
mer?” she said.

She said when she 
worked on the East Coast, 
things ran smoothly and 
electronically. Farmers 
were reimbursed at the 
point of pickup. Kenney 
said the Ohio government 
budgets $15 million a year 
for food grown by local 
farmers.

“If Illinois could ever 
get out of debt, that’s 
something we could work 
toward,” he said.

Getting farm to table faster
Ag leaders, nonprofits address food insecurity in Illinois

Joey Moore, director of the Barb Food Mart, stocks the pantry housed in Huntley 
Middle School in DeKalb on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. 

(IPA PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER HEIMERMAN)
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BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

Obituaries

ROCHELLE — The 
Ogle County Emergency 
Food and Shelter Program 
has received a federal 
appropriation from The 
Department of Homeland 
Security, EFSP National 
Board Program in the 
amount of $23,217 for 
phase 38, and is accepting 
federal grant letters of 
application from agencies 
in Ogle County that pro-
vide emergency food and 
shelter.

Eligible agencies must 
meet the following crite-
ria; have the capability to 
provide emergency food 
and/or shelter services; 
propose to use the funds to 
supplement or expand an 
existing program and ser-
vices; is a private nonprofit 

with a voluntary board or 
an agency of government; 
have an accounting sys-
tem, and practices non-dis-
crimination, have FEIN# 
and DUNNs #.

Letters of application 
for funds should be made 
to Ogle County Emer-
gency Food and Shelter, 
and emailed to HOPE of 
Ogle County, Attn: Ruth 
Carter,  hopeogle.admin@
hopedv.org

The application letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
on Jan. 22, 2021.

The local board is to 
distribute funds appropri-
ated by Congress to help 
expand the capacity of 
food and shelter programs 
run by local service orga-
nizations in the area. 

Applications for emergency 
food, shelter due Jan. 22

QUESTIONS
about

MEDICARE - PART D
SUPPLEMENTS

DRUG BENEFITS
WE CAN HELP

CALL 
TODAY!

815-562-5596 Joe 
Meadows 11

18
20

20

x214 for appointment.

CRESTON — Evelyn 
B. Newell,74, of Creston, 
died Sunday, Jan. 10, 
2021, at Rochelle 
Community Hos-
pital.

She was born 
Oct. 30, 1946 
Ryer Island, Cal-
ifornia, the daugh-
ter of Leland O. 
and Geneva E. 
(Lee) Young. Ev-
elyn married William 
Eugene Newell on June 7, 
1969, in Sycamore.

Evelyn was employed 
at Northern Illinois Uni-
versity as a custodian for 

10 years. She en-
joyed line dancing 
at the Moose.

She is survived 
by her five chil-
dren,  Wil l iam 
Schorsch  I I I , 
Karrie (Kenneth) 
Buckley, Rhon-
da (Jeff) Norris, 

Keith Newell and Lynn 
Wallace; grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren; sib-

lings, Ancel Young, Lois 
Jensen, Lawrence (Lar-
cinda) Young, Phyllis 
(Everett) Elshoff, Anna 
(Everett) Lane; and lots 
of nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
William; her daughter, 
Tracy Schorsch; her par-
ents; and grandson, Jacob 
Wallace.

A private family service 
will be held at Anderson 
Funeral Home in DeKalb 
the Rev. Judy Williams 

of Rochelle Community 
Hospital Chapel officiat-
ing. Cremation will follow 
the service.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials can be made 
to the American Cancer 
Society, in memory of Ev-
elyn B. Newell in care of 
Anderson Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 605, 2011 S. 4th 
St., DeKalb, IL 60115.

For information, vis-
it www.AndersonFuner-
alHomeLtd.com or call 
815-756-1022.

ROCHELLE — James 
(Jim) M. Peerboom, 88, 
unexpectedly gained his 
wings to be with his wife, 
Donna, peacefully at his 
home with his oldest 
daughter Sandy (she was 
his rock) who has been 
taking special care of him 
since our mother passed 
(Oct. 2nd, 2017), on Jan. 
10, 2021. Sandy was his 
best friend.

He was born to Henry 
and Margaret Peerboom 
on Sept. 30, 1932 in 
Danvers, Minnesota. He 
was the youngest son of 
eight siblings, Bill, John, 
Rosie, Marie, Margaret 
Ann, Annie, Elaine and 

Gladys.
He married the love of 

his life, Donna Aeikens, 
on April 28, 1956. They 
had four children, Jeff, 
Steve, Sandy and Donna 
May.

He liked watch-
ing Westerns, lis-
tening to music 
and tinkering with 
different things. 
He also enjoyed 
spending t ime 
with his family 
near and far.

James is survived by 
his children, Jeff (Kathi) 
Peerboom, Steve (Liz) 
Peerboom, Sandy Peer-
boom and Donna May (Jr) 

Spoonmore; seven grand-
children, Jason (Nikki) 
Peerboom, Stephanie (Ca-
leb) Davies, Amber (Josh) 
Mosher, Phillip (Aman-
da) Peerboom, Michael 

Peerboom, Hol-
ley Peerboom and 
Matthew (Adri-
ana Balvaneda) 
Peerboom; six 
great-grandchil-
dren, Anna, Jor-
dan, Cheyenne, 
Elijah, Jason and 
Lilley; two sis-

ters, Rosie and Annie; as 
well as several nieces and 
nephews.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife, 

Donna; most of his sib-
lings; as well as several 
sisters and brothers-in-
law and nieces and neph-
ews.

A private visitation will 
be held on Monday, Jan. 
18 at Beverage-Lyons 
Family Funeral Home in 
Rochelle. A private funer-
al mass will follow at St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church 
in Rochelle. Burial will 
take place at St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Cemetery in 
Rochelle. 

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to Bever-
age-Lyons Family Funeral 
Home. Visit www.bever-
agelyonsfamilyfh.com.

Evelyn Newell

James Peerboom

CHICAGO – Building on guidance by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and the 
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), Governor 
JB Pritzker announced guidelines for the next stage of 
COVID-19 vaccine distribution across Illinois – Phase 1B. 

“ACIP’s guidance serves as the foundational blueprint 
for Illinois’ Phase 1B plan, with one key adjustment: here 
in Illinois we are more strongly pursuing equity in the 
distribution of our vaccinations,” said Governor JB Pritz-
ker. “For people of color, multi-generational institutional 
racism in the provision of healthcare has reduced access 

Gov. Pritzker announces next phase 
of COVID-19 vaccine distribution 

to care, caused higher rates of environmental and social 
risk, and increased co-morbidities. I believe our exit plan 
for this pandemic must, on balance, overcome structural 
inequalities that has allowed COVID-19 to rage through 
our most vulnerable communities.”

“With limited amounts of vaccine available at this time, 
it is important to prioritize individuals who are at greatest 
risk of exposure to COVID-19 and those at greatest risk 
of severe illness or death,” said IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike. “Generally, Latinx and Black populations have 
been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 with data 
showing related deaths at younger ages.  We are hopeful 
that by lowering the eligibility age to 65 years we can help 
reduce this disparity.” 

Phase 1B will begin when Phase 1A is substantially 
complete. It will include all Illinois residents age 65 years 
and older and “frontline essential workers,” as outlined by 
ACIP. In order to reduce COVID-19 mortality and limit 
community spread in Black and Brown communities, 
Illinois reduced the age eligibility in Phase 1B by 10 years 
from ACIP’s recommendation. Currently, the average age 
of COVID-19 death is 81 for White residents, 72 for Black 
residents and 68 for Latino residents.

The frontline essential workers designation includes 
many residents who carry a higher risk of COVID-19 
exposure because of their work duties, often because they 
are unable to work from home, and/or they must work 
closely to others without being able to socially distance. 
Communities of color are disproportionately represented 
in many of these industries. The category defined by the 
federal government as frontline essential workers, which 
the CDC estimates as about 30 million Americans, includes 
first responders; education workers, including teachers, 
support staff and childcare workers; manufacturing, dis-
tribution and agriculture workers, including grocery store 
workers; United States Postal Service workers; public 
transit employees; corrections workers and incarcerated 
people, and others.  

All in all, Phase 1B totals approximately 3.2 million 
people throughout the state of Illinois.  

Prioritizing equity is a critical component of every 
phase of the state’s vaccine distribution plan. Lowering the 
age eligibility and including frontlines essential workers 
in phase 1B is a pivotal step towards protecting all of 
Illinois’ elderly residents and Illinoisans who have been 
disproportionally impacted by the pandemic and ensuring 
the benefits of vaccination reach all our communities in 
a fair manner 

As the state enters Phase 1B, the administration will 
be utilizing every available resource at the state’s disposal 
to ensure that as many Illinoisans as possible are able to 
receive the vaccine as quickly as possible. The Illinois Na-
tional Guard will be assisting in the development of mass 
vaccination sites and the state will be increasing the number 
of providers enrolled in the state’s vaccination database 
to support widespread availability when the time comes. 

These efforts are in line with the equity directive re-
leased earlier in the pandemic with a focus on ensuring 
vulnerable and historically marginalized communities 
receive equitable and informed access to COVID-19 
vaccines. The state will continue to proactively expand 
infrastructure, especially in communities of color, to move 
these vaccines through Illinois at an even faster pace once 
there is an increase in the federal distribution pipeline. The 
IDPH team continues to review ACIP’s recommendations 
for Phase 1C.        

As the state moves forward, it is critical that Illinoisans 
continue to follow public health mitigations to suppress the 
spread of the virus until vaccines are available for wider 
distribution.

Read and 
Recycle
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Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Rochelle Police, the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department 
and the Illinois State Police, will be 
printed without exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
will not be considered or honored at 
any time.

Report policy

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Davis Family  
Health LLC
1212 Currency Court 

Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500
Appointments Available  

Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
Most insurances accepted.
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Always Welcoming 
New Patients!

We Fix Boo Boos

ROCHELLE | 1233 N. CARON RD. | 815.562.5000
ORDER ONLINE @ MYROSATIS.COM/ROCHELLE.COM

07222020

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials DINE-IN, CARRYOUT DINE-IN, CARRYOUT 
OR DELIVERYOR DELIVERY

Sunday
50¢ Boneless Wings 

75¢ Jumbo Bone-In Wings

Monday 
25% off any pizza of your 

choice*

Tuesday
Buy one pizza & get the 
same size cheese pizza 

for FREE**

Wednesday
One 16” Thin Crust 

1-Topping Pizza only 
$10.99**

Thursday
Buy One Pasta Dinner, Get 

a 2nd for 1/2 Price*

Friday
Free dough nuggets with 

any order over $20

Saturday
 Free 12” cheese pizza with purchase of any 18” pizza.

*Limit 2 per customer per day some restrictions apply. Daily Specials not valid with other coupons/offers/catering

** Additional Toppings Extra

361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

   Hub City
361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
Jennie McLaughlin

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

GOOD LUCK HUBS!
It would be my pleasure to help 

you with all your real estate 
needs, whether buying or selling.

Give me a call with any  
questions you may have.

FBB2017

Jennie McLaughlin, 
Broker

(815) 561-9488
jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com

www.jenzhomes.com

Norm McLaughlin, 
Broker

815-901-2005
Normanmc123@yahoo.com

Independently owned & operated.
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We are now located at

136 May Mart Drive
Same Great Service at a New Location!

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

We now dispense pharmaceutical grade supplements through Fullscript 
that are high quality and delivered to your home!

01
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We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level    Reduce appetite 

We Accept Most 
Insurances and Patients 

Without Insurance

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 01

13
20
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Join us for inside dining.
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday

Rib Night
Enjoy our famous ribs on 

Monday, January 18, 5 - 8 p.m.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Chicken and sandwiches also available
Curbside pick up and carry out available

On Jan. 8 at 10:05 
p.m., Ogle County Sher-
iff’s deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Illinois 
Route 251 at Illinois 
Route 64 for a traffic 
violation. After an in-
vestigation, Jose Ro-
cha Maldonado, 26, of 
Rockford, was arrested 
for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. Jose 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond. 

On Jan. 9 at 3:40 p.m., 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on Inter-
state 88 at mile marker 
78 east bound. After a 

ROCHELLE — On Jan. 1, Rochelle Police 
cited Sean W. Sawelkis, 41, Rochelle, for domestic 
battery. He was transported to jail.

On Jan. 2, Rochelle Police cited Samantha A. 
Kevin, 28, Ashton, for speeding. She posted a 
promise to comply.

On Jan. 2, Rochelle Police cited Tina R. Cupp, 52, 
Rochelle, for an Ogle County warrant. She posted 
a recognizance bond.

On Jan. 3, Rochelle Police cited Lindsey E. 
Pitchford, 22, Dixon, for expired registration. She 
posted a promise to comply.

On Jan. 4, Rochelle Police cited Tiffany King-Sut-
tles, 30, Rochelle, for speeding. She posted a promise 
to comply.

On Jan. 4, Rochelle Police cited Casandra K. 
Brick, 29, Rochelle, for domestic battery. She was 
transported to jail.

On Jan. 5, Rochelle Police cited Harun A. Yus-
suf, 29, Fridley, Minnesota, for disregarding traffic 
control device. He posted a promise to comply.

On Jan. 5, Rochelle Police cited Mario A. Messer, 
48, Rochelle, for aggravated domestic battery and 
domestic battery. He was transported to jail.

On Jan. 7, Rochelle Police cited Michael W. Mc-
Neill, 42, DeKalb, for a DeKalb County warrant. 
He was transported to jail.

On Jan. 8, Rochelle Police cited Tyler J. Kaelin, 
23, Malta, for no insurance and failure to reduce 
speed. He posted an I-bond.

On Jan. 9, Rochelle Police cited Tommy R. Price, 
32, Rochelle, on a Lee County warrant. He was 
transported to jail.

On Jan. 9, Rochelle Police cited Michael W. 
Graves, 46, Wauconda, for a Scott’s Law violation. 
He posted a promise to comply.

On Jan. 9, Rochelle Police cited Matthew J. Frank, 
23, Rochelle, on an Ogle County warrant. He posted 
a recognizance bond.

On Jan. 9, Rochelle Police cited Miklos Rab, 19, 
Westmont, for possession of cannabis. His court 
date is scheduled on Feb. 19.

Man arrested 
on domestic 
battery charge

short investigation depu-
ties arrested Christopher 
Hayes, 19, of Bettendorf, 
Iowa, for driving while li-
cense suspended. Hayes 
was released on scene 
and will appear in court 
at a later date. His pas-
senger Jakob Burke, 19, 
of Bettendorf, Iowa, was 
cited for possession of 
cannabis. 

On Jan. 9 at 4:50 p.m., 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on Interstate 
88 mile marker 78 east 
bound. After a short 
investigation deputies 
arrested Anietra John-
son, 24, of Chicago, for 
driving while license 
suspended. Johnson was 
released on scene and 
will appear in court at a 

later date. 
On Jan. 9 at 7:13 p.m., 

deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at Fifth and 
10th in Rochelle. After 
a short investigation, 
deputies arrested Laurrel 
Hayes, 52, of Rochelle, 
for DUI. Hayes was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond.   

Man arrested for driving under influence

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois Gov-
ernor JB Pritzker has ordered the 
activation of approximately 200 
Illinois National Guard members 
in support of the 59th Presidential 
Inauguration. The District of Co-
lumbia requested additional support 
from the Guard in advance of the 
upcoming event.

“In the wake of the recent in-
cident at the Capitol, ensuring a 
peaceful transfer of power to the 
Biden administration is of the ut-
most importance,” said Governor 
JB Pritzker. “The Illinois National 
Guard is renown for its exemplary 
soldiers and airmen and I am proud 
to have them represent Illinois 
alongside other servicemembers 
during the upcoming presidential 
inauguration.”

“Supporting the presidential 
inauguration is a great opportunity 
for the Illinois National Guard to 
be part of history and represent the 
state of Illinois,” said Maj. Gen. 
Richard Neely, the Adjutant Gen-
eral of Illinois and Commander of 
the Illinois National Guard. “Our 
Soldiers and Airmen are highly 
trained and I have full confidence 

in their abilities to support local 
and federal agencies as needed.”

Approximately 100 Illinois 
Army National Guard Military 
Police Soldiers from the 404th 
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade’s 
33rd Military Police Battalion 
will support the inauguration. The 
battalion is based in Bloomington 
with subordinate units in Spring-
field, Freeport and Fort Sheridan.  
In addition, a small medical team 
is being activated to support the 
Military Police.

About 45 Security Forces Air-
men from the 183rd Wing based in 
Springfield, the 126th Air Refueling 

Wing based at Scott Air Force Base, 
and the 182nd Airlift Wing based in 
Peoria, will be activated to support 
the Presidential Inauguration. An-
other 30 Airmen from the Illinois Air 
National Guard will be activated to 
provide communication, logistics, 
and religious support.

About 10 Soldiers with the 5th 
Civil Support Team, based in Bar-
tonville, will support the District of 
Columbia National Guard’s 33rd 
Civil Support Team.

The Illinois National Guard will 
assist federal and local agencies to 
ensure safety and security during 
the inauguration.

Governor activates nearly 200 National 
Guard for Presidential inauguration

“Supporting the presidential inauguration 
is a great opportunity for the Illinois 
National Guard to be part of history and 
represent the state of Illinois. Our Soldiers 
and Airmen are highly trained and I have 
full confidence in their abilities to support 
local and federal agencies as needed.”

Maj. Gen. Richard Neely

Read and 
Recycle
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LOCAL VIEWS

Don’t put taxpayers on the hook for misconduct judgements
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
There are two Illinois Lottery games at historic jackpots this week — The Mega Millions® and 
Powerball® games. Do you regularly play the lottery or do you purchase tickets when jackpots 
reach above a certain payout? What would be the first thing you would spend money on if you 

were to win a substantial jackpot?

VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

“I only play when [jackpot] huge and then 
with a group.”

Sheryl Holden

THE Illinois 
Legislative 
Black Cau-

cus put police abuse 
into a choke hold this 
week and are 
squeezing 
hard.

There 
was noth-
ing gradual, 
incremental 
or temperate 
about their 
reforms.

They want justice 
now. And who can 
blame them? 

Black and brown 
people have borne the 
brunt of police abuses 
for centuries. 

I’ve been a journal-
ist for more than 30 
years in multiple states 
and covered police de-
partments in big cities 
and small towns. I even 
produced a podcast 
examining wrongful 
convictions in various 
jurisdictions across the 
nation. 

And based on that 
experience – and more 
university studies than 
you can shake a night 
stick at – Black people 
are treated far more 
harshly by law enforce-
ment than their white 
counterparts.

Racial epithets were 
common in squad 
rooms and detective 
bureaus I covered 
whether in Illinois, 
Iowa, Texas or Nevada. 
More significantly, on 
the street I saw offi-
cers treat Black people 
more harshly. 

Key points of the 
legislation would:

Eliminate the use of 
the choke hold by all 
law enforcement of-
ficers.

Expand the use of 
body cameras to police 
departments throughout 
the state.

Make police officers 
civilly liable when a 
defendant’s rights are 
violated.

Eliminate cash bail 
for all crimes.

Allow municipalities 
to refuse to negotiate 
over the firing of of-
ficers or other disci-
plinary issues as part of 
labor contracts. 

Perhaps the most 
far reaching proposed 

reforms are in the area 
of accountability.  

Labor contracts 
make it difficult to fire 
bad cops. I’ve seen it 

play out time and 
again where an 
abusive officer is 
fired only to be 
reinstated after 
going through 
labor arbitration 
appeals.

“Police of-
ficers aren’t bus 

drivers. They decide 
whether someone lives 
or dies and they need 
to be held to a higher 
standard,” said State 
Rep. Curtis Tarver, D-
Chicago. 

Who can argue with 
that? 

In a state such as 
Illinois with a long his-
tory of strong govern-
ment-worker unions, 
this is a radical but 
needed reform because 
it holds individual of-
ficers accountable for 
bad conduct. 

A more curious ac-
countability measure 
is the ending of “quali-
fied immunity” for po-
lice officers. In almost 
all cases, police offi-
cers are not personally 
liable even when they 
violate a person’s civil 
rights, explained Jay 
Schweikert, an expert 
on qualified immunity 
at the libertarian-lean-
ing Cato Institute. 

Last year, Colo-
rado became the first 
state to eliminate this 
lawsuit protection for 
police officers. If the 
Black Caucus’ bill 
becomes law, Illinois 
will be the second 
state.

“There are a lot 
of ways this can play 
out. If a police officer 
is found liable, the 
municipality that the 
officer works for can 
indemnify the officer 
and it ends up paying 
the judgement,” he 
said. 

But he added since 
this is a new area of 
law there are other op-
tions.

“One option is that 
the officer pays some-
thing like 5 percent or 
$20,000 of the judge-
ment, whichever is 
less. This holds the 

officer financially 
accountable. Another 
option is for individual 
officers to purchase 
insurance much the 
way doctors do and the 
worse their records are 
the higher their indi-
vidual premiums are.”

Perhaps the best 
option is for police 
labor unions to provide 
high-deductible liabil-
ity insurance to their 
members. That way, 
there is a personal cost 
to the officer if there 
is a judgement and 

there is an incentive 
for the union to police 
its own ranks for those 
who shouldn’t be in the 
profession.

What we don’t want 
is for taxpayers to be 
on the hook for mis-
conduct judgements or 

for there to be bad cops 
on the streets.

Scott Reeder is a 
veteran statehouse 
journalist and a free-
lance reporter. Scot-
tReeder1965@gmail.
com.
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Dec. 9 - Brenda Mason, Dixon, $25

Dec. 10 - Celia Castillo, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 11 - Tina Fletcher, Westville, Indiana, $25

Dec. 12 - Daisy Russell, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 13 - Cal Jacobs, Rochelle, $50

Dec. 14 - Laurie Borowicz, Sycamore, $25

Dec. 15 - Adlai Schaefer, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 16 - Shelley Haws, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 17 - Sean Saweikis, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 18 - Melissa Folkers, Sterling, $25

Dec. 19 - Judy Schermerhorn, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 20 - Debbie Vrana, Princeton, $50

Dec. 21 - Cindy Harris, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 22 - Debbie Ferguson, DeKalb, $25

Dec. 23 - Julie & Dave Christopherson, Chana, $25

Dec. 24 - Debbie Vrana, Princeton, $25

Dec. 25 - Linda Christell, Rochelle, $1,000

Dec. 26 - Laurie Miller, Davis, $25

Dec. 27 - Jennnifer Herrera, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 28 - Dennis Neal, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 29 - Jeff Glen, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 30 - Verda Crum, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 31 - Jason Bird, St. Charles, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Jan. 13
Judy Messer

Jan. 14
Jeannie Boeck

Haley Thompson
Jan. 15

Kami South
Trenton South

Jan. 19
Kevin South

Jan. 20
Noelia Lopez

Harold & Kathy Sanders
Hailey Losoya

Jan. 23
Odessa Waters
Michele Perez

Jan. 24
Terry Dodillet
Kelly Arnold

Jan. 25
Nikki Greenfield
Ashton Arwood

Jan. 28
Peggy Futrell

Jan. 29
Nayelia Ramirez

Mary Evans “Molly” Petry
 

Jan. 14 – (Thursday) – Pork chops, mac n cheese, peas, 
soup
Jan. 19 – (Tuesday) – KT Bowls (chicken, mashed 
potatoes, corn, cheese, gravy), coleslaw, biscuits 
Jan. 21 – (Thursday) – Spaghetti and meatballs, garlic 
bread, salad
Jan. 26 – (Tuesday) – Mississippi pot roast, roasted 
veggies, cornbread
Jan. 28 – (Thursday) – Kielbasa with onions and green 
peppers over white rice, sauteed veggies 
Feb. 7 – Sunday Brunch – Sausage gravy and biscuits, 
fried bologna or sausage, scrambled eggs

*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike 
Road, Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless 
otherwise stated. A kid’s menu is available each 
serving date and includes peanut butter and jelly, 
corn dog with chips or chicken nuggets. Please note 
that all menus are subject to change.  Serving is from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. 
Sunday brunch is served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The menu is always available on the answering 
machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit www.
KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu

NORTHERN ILLINOIS – Lo-
cal Girl Scouts have set-up their 
cookie websites and been busy 
marketing their products 
and selling Girl Scout 
Cookies online since 
Dec. 14 for the Early 
Bird Online Only 
part of the annual Girl 
Scout Cookie Program. 
Now that 2021 is here, 
girls may choose to take cookie 
orders safely in-person through 
Jan. 30, as they create new ways to 
connect with customers and offer 
contactless ordering and delivery 
door-to-door. 

This year’s delicious cookie 
lineup features refreshing Thin 
Mints (vegan), caramel-y Sa-
moas, peanut butter-stuffed Tag-
alongs, crunchy Do-si-dos, buttery 
Trefoils, sweet S’mores, tof-
fee-chipped Toffee-tastics (gluten 

free, too), and more. Cookies are on 
sale for only $5 per package. Girls 
can accept orders safely in-person 

or through Digital 
Cookie 7.0. This 

digital platform 
allows girls to 
take electronic 

orders for cook-
ies. Customers 

can now order and 
pay for cookies online and have the 
option to have the cookies shipped 
directly to them (shipping charges 
apply), have a Girl Scout offer 
contactless delivery of cookies to 
their door, or donate cookies (with 
no additional handling fees). 

Don’t know a Girl Scout? Visit 
www.girlscoutsni.org/buycookies 
to be connected to a local entrepre-
neur who would love to add you 
to her customer list.

During Girl Scout Cookie sea-

son, each local Girl Scout sets out 
to sell delectable cookies while 
also building entrepreneurial and 
business skills imperative for lead-
ership and future success. All the 
net revenue raised — 100 percent 
of it — stays within our northern 
Illinois area. 

Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois 
uses cookie earnings to power 
amazing experiences for girls 
through their programming, while 
girls and their troops decide how 
to invest in impactful community 
projects, personal enrichment op-
portunities, and more. Skills girls 
learn in the cookie program also in-
fluence later success as data shows 
more than half (57 percent) of Girl 
Scout alumnae in business say the 
cookie program was beneficial to 
skills they possess today, such as 
money management, goal-setting, 
and public speaking.

Local Girl Scouts launch initial 
cookie orders through Jan. 30
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Belvidere Collectible Coins
www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

(815) 547-7111Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30am-5:00pm
~ Call For Directions ~

To advertise your 
business here

contact 
Tiffiny Smith 

815-561-2153

BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/JNO-
WICKI@CAPITOLNEWSILLINOIS.
COM

SPRINGFIELD  – 
House Speaker Michael 
Madigan announced he 
would suspend his cam-
paign for House Speaker 
of the 102nd General 
Assembly on Monday, but 
his statement made clear 
he was not withdrawing 
from the race. 

“This is not a with-
drawal. I have suspended 
my campaign for speak-
er,” Madigan said in a 
statement released by his 
office Monday morning.  
“As I have said many 
times in the past, I have al-
ways put the best interest 
of the House Democratic 
Caucus and our members 
first. The House Demo-
cratic Caucus can work 
to find someone, other 
than me, to get 60 votes 
for Speaker.”

The last sentence of the 
brief statement is indic-
ative of the uphill battle 

Madigan’s challengers 
will have to climb – they 
will need 60 votes, or 42 
more than any challenger 
appeared to have Sunday 
night.  

The House speaker is 
chosen by House mem-
bers, and can receive 
both Republican and 
Democratic votes. There 
are 73 Democrats and 45 
Republicans who will be 
seated in the 102nd Gen-
eral Assembly. 

Traditionally, however, 
a majority party speaker 
receives votes from mem-
bers of their own party. 

In the first closed-door 
unofficial ballot conduct-
ed between Democrats in 
a private room at the Bank 
of Springfield Center on 
Sunday night, Madigan 
received 51 votes, ac-
cording to several reports 
confirmed by Capitol 
News Illinois. 

The speaker also has 
the endorsement of the 
Illinois Legislative Black 
Caucus and Illinois Legis-
lative Latino Caucus – two 

key voting blocs that make 
up the majority of his 
support, although some 
individual members of 
those caucuses have said 
they would not vote for 
Madigan. 

The second leading 
vote-getter in the closed-
door meeting was Rep. 
Ann Williams, D-Chica-
go, who had just 18 votes. 
Rep. Stephanie Kifowit, 
D-Oswego, had three 
votes. Rep. Kathleen Wil-
lis, D-Addison, dropped 
out of the race before the 
vote, giving her support 
to Williams. 

The official vote does 
not happen until Wednes-
day, when the 102nd 
General Assembly is 
scheduled to convene, 
seating new and reelected 
members. 

Until then, lawmakers 
are set to consider a flurry 
of transformative legisla-
tion backed by the Black 
Caucus during the final 
two days of the 101st Gen-
eral Assembly – measures 
that have also received 

Madigan’s blessing. 
Over the first three days 

of session, the discussions 
of who will be the next 
speaker have punctuated 
long days of policy-ori-
ented discussion. 

Capitol News Illinois 
was awaiting callbacks 
from several lawmakers 
Monday afternoon to dis-
cuss the impact of Madi-
gan’s announcement, but 
committee hearings were 
ongoing at the Bank of 
Springfield Center which 
is hosting the House ses-
sion amid the pandemic. 

A House source said 
there would likely be 
another vote for speaker 
Monday evening. 

“With 36 hours left 
before the swearing-in of 
a new General Assembly, 
Michael Madigan con-
tinues to create uncer-
tainty and misdirection,” 
House Minority Leader 
Jim Durkin, R-Western 
Springs, said. “His latest 
statement about suspend-
ing his bid for Speaker, 
but not withdrawing, is 

Madigan suspends speaker campaign
House Speaker challenges Dems to find potential replacement

House Speaker Michael Madigan is pictured on the 
floor of the Bank of Springfield Center on Jan. 8. The 
BOS Center is serving as the House chamber for the 
final days of the 101st General Assembly, while 
Madigan is facing a challenge to his speakership in 
the 102nd General Assembly. On Monday, Madigan 
said in a statement he was suspending his campaign 
for the leadership position, one he has held for all 
but two years since 1983. 

(CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS PHOTO BY JERRY NOWICKI)

typical of his style and 
appears to be another ploy 
or a head fake. For the 
sake of the institution, his 
caucus must demand that 

he be direct and honest 
about his intentions – in 
or out.”

This story will be up-
dated.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has four
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH STREET AND 

NORTH 7TH STREET AND AVE-
NUES IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 16-17
200-1000 BLOCK LINCOLN 

HWY., N. MAIN STREET, N. 2ND 
STREET, N. 3RD STREET AND 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
ROUTE 24-25

SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD STREETS 
& AVENUE IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., 

LAKE LIDA LANE AREA

Building Lives, Building Futures

URGENTLY HIRING!
With a great job, come great benefits!

Available postions:
RN - New Grads 
LPN - New Grads
Nursing Sign-On Bonus $3,750.00
New Increased Nursing Rates 
based on Experience!
Qualified Intellectual Disabillities 
Professional 
Direct Service Providers 
Cook
Maintenance

4060 McFarland Road, Rockford, IL, 61111

Head to our website to apply:
www.milestone-inc-il.org
Please contact the Human 

Resources department if you 
have any questions at  

815-639-2849 or by email at  
hr@milestone-inc.org

Equal Opportunity Employer

01
13

20
21

OAK CREST
DeKalb Area Retirement Center

Oak Crest is seeking full & part time
CNA Staff - Certified to work in the State of Illinois

Benefits include competitive wages, flexible scheduling, 
time off with pay, Health Insurance/Dental/Vision/Life 

Insurance, 403B Retirement, On Site Gym
Ideal candidates will have a strong interest in geriatric 
nursing, be dedicated to quality care, and motivated to 

become part of our exceptional health care team.
To provide resume, fax to 815-756-6515 or  

E-mail to scox@oakcrestdekalb.org
Equal Opportunity Employer

CNA STAFF - CERTIFIED

12062020

Country Meadows
APARTMENTS

466 Western Ave.
Ashton, Illinois

Housing complex for persons with very 
low to moderate income who are 62 

years of age or older; disabled regardless 
of age is accepting applications for one 

and two bedroom apartments.
Rent may be based on income. Income 
limits apply. Onsite laundry, community 

room, off-street parking, spacious rooms. 
Appliances, water, sewer, garbage,

heat furnished.

PLEASE CALL (815) 339-2140
For an application or information.

This institution is an
equal opportunity provider

10
20

20
16

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

303 303 
APPLIANCES APPLIANCES 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet. Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing 815-762-6650 
or 815-761-3968. (02-
03-21)

R O C H E L L E : 
2-BEDROON Duplex. 
$250/Security Deposit. 
$600/Month. No Pets. 
630-692-1962. (01-24-
21)

Read and 
Recycle
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Hasz ready to work 
hard for varsity role

Junior Cooper Hasz dribbles past an opponent during Rochelle’s sophomore 
basketball game against Oregon this past year. Hasz said he’s working to improve 
his ball handling and finishing.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

HUB forward Cooper Hasz 
wasn’t satisfied with his perfor-
mance on the hardwood during 

his sophomore basketball season this past 
winter. Hasz felt that he didn’t work hard 
enough, but with his first varsity season 
approaching, Hasz wants to do whatever 
he can to help his team.

“My goals for my junior season are to 
put the work in on and off the basketball 
court,” Hasz said. “I think I’ll have a role 
this season similar to the role I had last 
season and that role will be doing whatever 
the team needs from me. I felt that our team 
kept its composure really well last season 
and I think communication will be a big 
component for us to improve on for next 

season. I’d like to improve my finishing 
around the basket and my ball handling 
next season.”

Standing well over 6 feet tall, Hasz has 
the length to be an effective forward for 
the Hubs this coming season. Hasz came 
off the bench for Rochelle’s sophomore 
basketball team last season, helping the 
Hubs to a 24-5 record and an Interstate 
8 Championship. Hasz, who first took up 
basketball at a young age, said he enjoys 
the competitiveness and brotherhood of 
the sport.

“I thought we did well as a team and 
I know we can definitely push ourselves 
harder next season,” Hasz said. “My ex-
pectations are that everybody will put in 
the work necessary for us to be a successful 
team once again. The bonds I’ve formed 
with my teammates are the best.”

“My goals for my junior season are to put the 
work in on and off the basketball court. I think 
I’ll have a role this season similar to the role 
I had last season and that role will be doing 
whatever the team needs from me... I’d like to 
improve my finishing around the basket and my 
ball handling next season.”

Cooper Hasz
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Looking for a perfect
location for Quilting &
Scrapbooking Groups?

Check out Grandma’s Cabin!

Family reunions, single family vacations
or romantic couples getaways

KishauwauCabins.com
901 N. 2129th Rd. • Tonica, IL • 815-442-8453

17 WELL SPACED CABINS IN VARYING SIZES SPREAD THROUGHOUT 65 ACRES OF

WOODED PROPERTY, ALL JUST A 10 MINUTE DRIVE FROM STARVED ROCK &
MATTHIESSEN STATE PARKS. 12 OF OUR CABINS OFFER HUGE DOUBLE SIZED

WHIRLPOOL TUBS FOR THE PERFECT ROMANTIC GETAWAY. FAMILY OWNED AND

OPERATED FOR OVER 30 YEARS. OUR CABINS ALL OFFER CENTRAL AIR & HEAT,
FULL KITCHENS, PERSONAL OUTDOOR BONFIRE PITS, PICNIC TABLES & GRILLS.
COME ENJOY THE QUIET NATURE GETAWAY KISHAUWAU OFFERS TODAY. WE LOOK

FORWARD TO SPEAKING WITH YOU SOON.

SPORTS

ILLINOIS High 
School Association 
(IHSA) Executive 

Director Craig Anderson, 
members of the IHSA 
staff, and Illinois Elemen-
tary School Association 
(IESA) staff members 
met virtually with Illinois 
Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) Director 
Dr. Ngozi Ezike, Deputy 
Governor Jesse Ruiz, and 
IDPH Chief of Staff Justin 
DeWitt on the evening of 
Jan. 6, 2021.

“We appreciate the dia-
logue with state leadership 
and believe it is crucial 
that it continue moving 
forward,” said IHSA Ex-
ecutive Director Craig 
Anderson. “We understand 
that the state faces shifting 
priorities as it continues 
to fight the pandemic, 
while also beginning the 
distribution of the vaccine. 
There was no expecta-
tion that a single meeting 
would resolve all our 
questions. However, we 
believe that collaboration 
with state officials is vital 
for the IHSA to be able 
to develop an informed 
plan for the 300,000-plus 
student-athletes and over 

800 high schools that en-
compass the Association.”

IHSA and IESA leader-
ship used the meeting to 
reintroduce recommended 
mitigations from the IHSA 
Sports Medicine Advisory 
Committee (SMAC), as 
well as to seek understand-
ing on any preliminary 
insight IDPH may have 
related to the return of 
interscholastic sports. The 
IHSA also asked IDPH 
leadership to review the 
risk levels of all remaining 
sports, with consideration 
for lowering some sports 
from their current risk 
levels.

“We believe that there is 
both data and science that 
validates the idea that we 
can safely conduct sports,” 
said Anderson. “We have 
seen it work in other states 
and believe it can in Illinois 
if we utilize the mitigations 
provided by IDPH and the 
IHSA SMAC. Students 
are already leaving or par-
ticipating out-of-state on 
weekends. We believe that 
competing for their high 
school remains the safest 
venue for participation.”

All IHSA sports remain 
on pause at the moment. 

Low risk sports may not 
begin until the state returns 
to Phase 4 in the All Sports 
Policy. The IHSA Board of 
Directors are scheduled to 
meet again on Jan. 13.

“Our Board of Direc-
tors is going to have dif-
ficult decisions to make 
regarding the seasons’ 
for medium- and high-
risk sports very soon,” 
said Anderson. “With no 
specific IDPH timeline 
or statistical benchmarks 
established for the return 
of sports and the calendar 
shrinking, putting together 
a puzzle that allows for 
all sports to be played 
becomes increasingly im-
probable. We continue to 
urge all residents of our 
state to be diligent in their 
efforts to adhere to safety 
guidelines, as a lower 
positivity rate remains the 
key to athletics returning.”

IHSA officials meet virtually 
with IDPH, Governor’s Office

IHSA board meets Wednesday

Illinois High School Association
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SPORTS READY TO WORK 
 
Hub forward Cooper Hasz is motivated to 
maximize his effort next season. 
 
See page 10 for more details
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RTHS Dance

https://rochellenews-leader.secondstreetapp.com/Teacher-of-the-Month/gallery

VOTE FOR YOUR...

TEACHER OF 
THE MONTH
Nominate Your Favorite Teacher!

10
11

20
20

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 10
16

20
19HUB CITY FURNITURE

Monkeys a little rough 
on your furniture?

Come see us!

RTHS Cheerleading

Finding her happy place
Chellette senior Keilman looking to dance collegiately after high school  

Senior Kayla Keilman has been an integral part of the Rochelle Township High School dance program for the 
last three-plus years. Keilman has helped RTHS qualify for state twice over the last two seasons.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DA N C E  h a s 
been more than 
a sport for Ro-

chelle Township High 
School senior Kayla Keil-
man. Throughout nearly 
her whole life, dance has 
been a stress reliever and 
a form of creative expres-
sion and competition ever 
since visited the Just for 
Kix studio as a first-grader.

For Keilman, dance has 
been her happy place, and 
that happiness has gener-
ated plenty of success. 
Keilman has danced at 
RTHS for the last three-
plus years, helping the 
Chellettes advance to the 
IHSA State Champion-
ships twice over the last 
two seasons. Keilman’s 
dancing dreams won’t stop 
in high school either, as she 
plans to pursue dance at the 
college level.

“Competing feels great 
because we put so much 
work into a dance routine 
and we see all the hard 
work pay off,” Keilman 
said. “My goals for my 
senior season are to keep 
pushing through, work 
hard and not let COVID-19 
bring me down. It’s been 
really hard not being able to 

dance with my teammates 
but I want to keep working 
hard so when we’re able to 
see each other again, we 
can keep moving forward. 
My goal for after the season 
is to dance at a university.”

While COVID-19 has 
halted athletic activities 
this winter, Keilman and 
the Chellettes are opti-
mistic about their chances 
to follow up a sixth-place 
finish in the IHSA 1A State 
Finals this past year if the 
competitive dance season 
can begin. Rochelle’s 
varsity dance team has 
made tremendous strides 
since Keilman’s freshman 
season, leaping from a 
13th place sectional per-
formance in 2018 to a 
top-15 placement in the 
prelims of the 2019 IHSA 
1A State Finals. Rochelle’s 
sixth-place finish in 2020 
was the team’s second-
best placement in school 
history. 

“We worked the hard-
est we’ve ever worked as 
a team,” Keilman said. 
“We all pushed each other 
in order to reach our team 
goal, which was to advance 
to the second day of state. 
We worked hard as a team 
so nobody was left behind. 
I thought we worked well 
together and we helped 

each other out. I’ve never 
been on a more close-knit 
team. We all love each 
other like family and we all 
want to see everybody do 
their best. I think we can do 
better on perfecting certain 
skills, which we were do-
ing before COVID-19 shut 
everything down.”

In addition to Rochelle’s 

run at the state meet, 
Keilman’s junior season 
included a second-place 
finish in the IHSA 1A 
DeKalb Sectional and a 
third-place performance 
at the Waubonsie Valley 
Invitational. Keilman’s in-
dividual success stemmed 
from persevering through 
the physical and mental 

fatigue and her willingness 
to move outside of her 
comfort zone. If Rochelle 
cannot compete in 2021, 
Keilman said she hopes the 
team can finish even higher 
at state in 2022.

“I noticed so much im-
provement not only from 
myself, but everybody on 
the team,” Keilman said. “I 

learned a lot of new skills. 
The competitive season 
takes a toll on everybody, 
physically and mentally, 
and I felt I did well to push 
through all of that as well 
as try new things. I want 
to continue improving on 
new tricks and skills and 
getting over any mental 
blocks I may have.”

Senior Mary Coglianese has cheered at Rochelle Township High School for the last three-plus years. 
Coglianese is hoping to have one more opportunity to showcase her talents on the sidelines.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

Coglianese cherishing time with Lady Hubs
Senior athlete hoping to perform alongside teammates one last time

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LADY Hub se-
nior Mary Co-
g l ianese  has 

made many memories 
throughout her eight years 
cheering for Hub football 
teams. From elementary 
school to high school, Co-
glianese hopes she’ll have 
one more chance to not 
only cheer alongside her 
friends, but showcase the 
talents she’s developed 
since she first put on her 
Rochelle Junior Tackle 
uniform in fourth grade.  

Coglianese has cheered 
at Rochelle Township 
High School for the last 
three-plus years, per-
forming with both the 
sideline and competitive 
cheer teams over her 
freshman and sophomore 
seasons. While remaining 
involved with the sideline 
cheer team, Coglianese 
competed for the Lady 
Hub varsity basketball 
team this past winter and 
took up tennis during the 
fall. Coglianese said she 
wants her final run with 
the RTHS cheer team to 
be a special one.

“What I enjoy most 
about cheerleading are 
the different ways I can 
express my talents and 
how every cheerleader on 
the team has a purpose and 
a role on the team,” Co-
glianese said. “It’s been a 
great deal of fun growing 
as an athlete in the sport 
for so many years and I 
love showing people that 
cheerleading is more than 
just the smiles they see 
on the sidelines. We’re 
all hard-working athletes 
and I really enjoy having 
the opportunity to show 
that to people.”

Should the RTHS cheer 
team be able to perform 
and compete this year, 
it will be Coglianese’s 
fourth season as a sideline 
performer at Rochelle 
and her third season as a 
competitor. Coglianese, 
who said she’s looking 
to improve her tumbling 
abilities this year, said 
the chemistry she’s built 
with her teammates has 
been the biggest reason 
for their success.

“I felt that our stunt 
groups did really well, 
even though we switched 
around a lot,” Coglianese 

said. “We always pushed 
past our struggles and 
came through for each 

other. I felt that our team 
chemistry really helped us 
succeed in many aspects 

of the sport last year. I 
hope I’ll have the chance 
to become even closer 

with all of the girls and 
build a similar chemistry 
this year.”


