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State House continues to debate police reform omnibus
BY RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois 
rtroncoso@capitolnewsillinois.

com
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois 

House of Representatives continued 
to debate a massive criminal justice 
omnibus bill Sunday that would trans-
form policing practices in the state.

A 611-page amendment to House 
Bill 163 would heavily revamp use-
of-force guidelines, mandate body 
cameras for every law enforcement 
agency, end cash bail, remove some 
qualified immunity protections, and 
strip collective bargaining rights relat-
ing to discipline from police unions. 
Further language could be added in 
a future amendment as well.

The legislation, which is the cul-
mination of the Illinois Legislative 
Black Caucus agenda to end systemic 
racism, faces opposition from law 
enforcement groups and Republican 
lawmakers.

“This has been a 400-year-plus 
journey that we have been on,” Rep. 
Justin Slaughter, a Chicago Demo-
crat who helped craft HB163, said 
in a news conference held Sunday 
morning by the Black Caucus.

“We want to go from protest to 
progress,” he repeated three times 
with increasing emphasis.

Slaughter chairs the House Crim-
inal Judiciary Committee, which 
must accept the amendment before it 
can go to the House floor for a vote. 
The committee heard testimony and 
debate on the bill from law enforce-
ment, municipal representation, legal 

experts and Illinois Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul.

Use of force
HB163 would amend the ac-

ceptable forms of force by officers, 
banning chokeholds and restraints 
that can restrict breathing as well 
as severely limiting the situations 
where deadly force is authorized. The 
reforms were strongly opposed by 
the law enforcement coalition during 
the hearing.

Ogle County Sheriff Brian Van-
Vickle, representing the Illinois 
Sheriff’s Association, called the 
proposed reforms “catastrophic” 
to law enforcement and said they 
would make policing impossible for 
officers that have to make split-second 
decisions.

Crystal Lake Police Chief James 
Black, who serves as president of 
the Illinois Association of Chiefs of 
Police, said he supports reforms to use 
of force but HB163 is not the answer.

“We do not want to be obstruction-
ist; we want to affect positive change 
in our communities. But we do not 
support the bill, the bill will destroy 
law enforcement’s ability to keep 
communities safe,” he said.

When pressed by Slaughter on 
what changes to the use-of-force 
guidelines they would accept, Black 
and VanVickle did not have an answer, 
but replied the five days provided 
in the lame duck session were not 
enough time for their legal experts 
to craft alternative measures.

The sentiment was echoed by the 
ranking Republican on the committee, 

Rep. Terri Bryant.
“No one is asking this to be slow 

rolled. Lame duck session is not the 
time to hash out a 600, now maybe 
800, maybe 1,000-page issue on 
something that is this important,” 
she said. “Too often the Legislature 
wants to do something even if that’s 
the wrong thing. So let’s do the right 
things and let’s do this the right way.”

Slaughter and Sen. Elgie Sims, 
D-Chicago, who also crafted the 
legislation, have pushed back on the 
notion that the bill is rushed, point-
ing to the nine hearings held by the 
Black Caucus on criminal justice 
reform. Most topics discussed in those 
hearings, which neared 30 hours in 
collective length and included both 
the IACP and ISA at times, are in the 
amendment.

“Our state makes international 
news regarding police brutality and 
misconduct,” Slaughter said during 
the hearing, invoking the 2014 shoot-
ing death of Laquan McDonald by 
Chicago police.

Body cameras
Body cameras would be mandato-

ry for all law enforcement agencies 
under the law. Larger agencies would 
be required to have cameras in place 
by Jan. 1, 2022, and all agencies would 
need to have cameras in place by 2025.

Any municipality or county whose 
law enforcement agency does not 
comply would have its Local Govern-
ment Distributive Fund contributions 
from the state reduced by 20 percent 
each year until it meets the require-
ments. The LGDF is the portion of 

state income tax revenue that goes 
to cities and counties.

Law enforcement groups, includ-
ing the Illinois Fraternal Order of 
Police and the Chicago FOP, have re-
ferred to the Black Caucus legislation 
as the “Defund the police bill” because 
of this provision, a notion repeated by 
Chief Black, of Crystal Lake.

Slaughter and other members 
of the Black Caucus have disputed 
the characterization, given that law 
enforcement agencies are given time 
to comply and do not have funding 
cut outright.

“We cannot afford not to make 
the changes we’re calling for,” Sims 
said during the Black Caucus’ Sunday 
news conference, pointing to a 2020 
study by economists at Citigroup that 
says the U.S. lost $16 trillion in GDP 
since 2000 due to racism.

The Black Caucus has pointed to 
the losses in potential tax revenue due 
to racist practices, as well as the mas-
sive settlements cities pay out each 
year due to police misconduct, as the 
cost of not passing their legislation.

The amendment as written does 
not provide law enforcement agencies 
any monetary assistance for acquiring 
and implementing body cameras. 
VanVickle and Black both testified 
their law enforcement agencies would 
have no issues with body cameras 
being mandatory if they received 
fiscal support from the state and the 
funding penalty for noncompliance 
was removed.

See REFORM page A2

BY GRACE BARBIC
Capitol News Illinois 
gbarbic@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Statewide Tier 3 

COVID-19 mitigations could be lifted within 
10 days.

Starting Jan.15, exactly one incubation 
period from New Year’s Day, any region 
that has met requirements for a reduction of 
mitigations will be able to move out of the 
Tier 3 mitigation plan, Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
announced Wednesday, Jan. 6.

“I’m cautiously optimistic as there are 
some early signs indicating that some regions 
have made real progress and won’t reverse 
that progress this week or next,” Pritzker said. 

The entire state has been under Tier 3 re-
strictions since Nov. 20 in an effort to combat 
a potential holiday surge in cases. Under these 
increased restrictions businesses are required 
to follow 25 percent capacity limits, and 
close bars and restaurants to indoor service 
– a mitigation that will still be in place even 
when a region moves back to Tier 2.

Pritzker said that despite not seeing a 
post-Thanksgiving surge, he is still advising 
Tier 3 restrictions be upheld for one incubation 
period, or 14 days, to ensure infection rates 
remain as low as possible.

After Jan.15, regions will be able proceed 

past Tier 2, which would allow restaurants and 
bars to reopen for indoor service, depending 
on their future infection and hospitalization 
rates.

Because of high demand for the COVID-19 
vaccine, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices recommended two 
initial priority groups receive the first rounds 
of vaccination.

Those in Phase 1A, who are currently re-
ceiving vaccines, include health care workers 
and residents of long-term care facilities.

Phase 1B will include Illinois residents age 
65 years or older and non-health care front-
line essential workers. ACIP recommended 
residents 75 years or older be prioritized, but 
Illinois reduced the age by 10 years. Pritzker 
noted the average age of COVID-19 deaths is 
81 for white residents, 72 for Black residents 
and 68 for Latino residents.

Phase 1B will begin once Phase 1A is 
substantially complete, but a specific time 
period is not yet clear. Pritzker said that 
many healthcare workers and long-term 
care facility residents are still in the process 
of receiving the vaccine and a decrease in 
federal vaccine distribution could delay the 
move to the next phase.

The increase in federal vaccine distri-

Regions could have some mitigations loosened starting Jan. 15

bution relies heavily on whether the Biden 
administration will implement the Defense 
Production Act. President Donald Trump 
invoked this Cold War-era law in response 
to the pandemic which gave him emergency 
authority to control domestic industries.

The Defense Production Act was most 

recently used to prevent the hoarding of sup-
plies, limit the export of medical goods like 
personal protective equipment and increase 
the production of critical supplies. Pritzker 
anticipates that there will be a significant 
increase in vaccine distribution once the 
DPA is invoked.

Lee County COVID-19 
Update: Jan. 11, 2021

LEE COUNTY — The Lee County Health 
Department is saddened to report 4 additional 
deaths in the county after confirming COVID 
as the cause. Age breakdown is as follows: 3 
male residents in their 80s and 1 female resi-
dent in her 80s. This brings the total number 
of deaths in Lee County to 53.

The health department also reported 7 cases 
were from the Dixon Correctional Center.

Between Jan. 5-11, the Lee County Health 
Department has reported a total of 120 new 
cases have been reported, including the case 
listed above, and here are the ages that were 
announced: 6 under the age of 12, 9 in his or 
her teens, 16 in his or her 20s, 10 in his or 
her 30s, 14 in his or her 40s, 25 in his or her 

50s, 12 in his or her 60s, 1 in his or her 70s, 
3 in his or her 80s, and 1 on his or her 90s. 

This brings the total number of cases to 
2,682 as of Jan. 11. Of the 2,682 cases, 2,182 
have recovered. They also reported as of Jan. 
11, 14 residents have been hospitalized.

The Unified Command Team would like 
to remind our community that COVID-19 
remains in our area and continues to be a real 
threat. Some people who have tested positive 
have had no symptoms or mild symptoms. 
Others have felt miserable or even been 
hospitalized.  

See HEALTH page A2

SVCC to host Virtual 
Job Fair Jan. 27

DIXON — Sauk Valley Community College will host a 
virtual job fair on Wednesday, Jan. 27. Area employers will be 
available, virtually, 9 - 11 a.m. and 2 - 4 p.m. for networking 
and discussing open positions. 

The public is invited to participate and network with local 
healthcare employers during this virtual event. Registration 
is required for all job seekers. Please visit svcc.edu/jobfair to 
complete the online form and learn more about opportunities 
during this event and future hiring events.

This particular event is geared toward the healthcare in-
dustry; however, monthly job fairs will be held throughout 
the year. SVCC will host virtual job fairs the last Wednesday 
of every month. Area businesses are encouraged to represent 
their companies and find new talent through these virtual job 
fairs. If your company would like to participate, please fill 
out the employer form at svcc.edu/jobfair.

For event information, contact Dana Chacon 815-835-6294 
or visit svcc.edu/jobfair.
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• SALT
• RV 

ANTIFREEZE
• SAND TUBES
• WINDSHIELD  

DE-ICER
• GAS LINE 

ANTIFREEZE
• ANTI-GEL

• SCRAPERS
• GLOVES 
• CAULK

• WEATHERSTRIP
• SEALERS

AND MUCH MORE!
HARDWARE & 

BUILDING MATERIAL
1 South Commercial, Amboy

815-857-2525

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 - 5  
Sat. 8 - 3 • Sun. 10 -1

Serving The Amboy Area For Over 100 Years 

Save Time, Save money... 01132021

Make Sure You 
Are Prepared 
This Winter!

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Leffelman & Associates:
Amboy 

815-857-2125
LaMoille 

815-638-2171
Sublette 

815-849-5219 09
16

20
20

18 N Blackstone Ave., 
Amboy $114,400

Cozy 3 bedroom home with a 
gas fireplace! This 1.5 story 
offers main floor laundry and 
2 main floor bedrooms. The 

upstairs bedroom is spacious 
and unique. Appliances that 

are in the home stay (dishwasher, washer, and dryer). Equipped 
with central air and gas heat. Also includes an extra lot for more 

privacy and space with a shed. The backyard features a concrete 
patio, spacious yard, and a paved path to the 3 car detached 

garage. This home is all ready for you! Schedule a viewing today.

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
01132021

Brad Cole, executive 
director of the Illinois Mu-
nicipal League, which rep-
resents towns, villages and 
cities across the state, said 
IML opposes any measure 
that would negatively impact 
LGDF. However, it supports 
mandatory body cameras 
as long as the timeline for 
departments was extended 
by a few years.

Collective bargaining
A provision in the amend-

ment would remove the abili-
ty of law enforcement unions 
to collectively bargain with 
their employers on any issue 
besides wages and benefits.

Tamara Cummings, gen-
eral counsel for the Illinois 
Fraternal Order of Police 
Labor Council, said the 
measure would make law 
enforcement “second-class 
citizens,” noting they already 
have some restrictions on 
their collective bargaining 
powers that no other private 
or public worker union is 
subject to.

Cummings called the idea 
that police unions prevent 
bad cops from being fired “a 
myth” and testified that only 
2 percent of discharge cases 
for officers are appealed to 

arbitration by unions.
Cole told the committee 

that the IML supports the 
measure, and that giving 
municipalities more power 
over discipline and termina-
tion of officers was a positive 
reform.

The AFL-CIO, the largest 
federation of labor unions in 
the U.S., released a statement 
saying it “stands strongly 
behind the efforts of the 
Legislative Black Caucus 
to address social justice and 
comprehensive criminal 
justice reform, as soon as 
possible.”

But it added, “We oppose 
current language in one 
component of the legislative 
package that would strip 
critical collective bargaining 
rights for union members 
across Illinois, including for 
the Black and brown com-
munities that legislators are 
trying to uplift.”

Qualified immunity
In a provision called the 

“Police Integrity and Ac-
countability Act,” HB163 
would make police officers 
personally liable for lawsuits 
for violating the rights of a 
person guaranteed under the 
Illinois Constitution, while 

explicitly removing qualified 
immunity as a defense.

Qualified immunity grants 
government officials and 
employees immunity from 
civil suits in the course of 
their duties.

Law enforcement groups 
have claimed removing qual-
ified immunity would leave 
police officers open to friv-
olous lawsuits. Cummings 
said it would “eliminate the 
ability to protect the majority 
of law enforcement officers 
who are trying to do a good 
job.”

“They will lose their 
homes for simple mistakes,” 
she said.

Peter Hanna, legal adviser 
for the ACLU of Illinois, tes-
tified in favor of eliminating 
qualified immunity, saying 
opponents of the provision 
have incorrectly defined what 
qualified immunity actually 
does. According to Hanna, 
officers would still have legal 
protections, but now victims 
of police misconduct whose 
constitutional rights were 
violated would be able to 
obtain remedy from the in-
dividual officers responsible 
in civil court.

Cole and the IML opposed 
the provision on the grounds 
it would mean “absolute lia-

bility” for officers and could 
lead to Illinois municipalities 
losing their insurance that 
helps pay out settlements for 
officer misconduct.

Other developments
Another bill backed by 

AG Raoul, which overhauls 
state certification of law en-
forcement, is also a part of 
the Black Caucus agenda and 
was discussed during the Ju-
diciary Committee hearing.

Both that bill and HB163 
contain language on police 
certification, the duty of 
officers to intervene, and 
the process for anonymous 
complaints against law en-
forcement.

Lawmakers crafting the 
omnibus bill say they will 
either remove competing 
language from their legisla-
tion or reconcile it to match 
what is in the AG’s bill. The 
latter has support from law 
enforcement groups, which 
collaborated with Raoul, 
Gov. JB Prtizker’s office 
and other stakeholders in its 
development.

The House Judiciary 
Committee will meet again 
Monday to further discuss the 
collective bargaining dispute 
in HB163 and a provision 
that grants additional rights 
to detainees in police custody.

AMBOY — Brooklyn Whelchel has been named the 
Amboy High School Student of the Month for January. She 
is the daughter of Chad and Laurie Whelchel.

GPA:   3.5 /4.0 
Memberships and Involvement: While in high school I 

have participated in Volleyball, track, cross country, dance, 
and chorus. I was also Homecoming Attendant my Sopho-
more year. I am a member of Spanish Honor Society, Student 
Council, and Leo’s Club. I am also a member of the Maytown 
Comets 4-H Club and I volunteer at Teen Turf three times 
a week tutoring Central and Junior High students. I am also 
an altar server at St. Patrick’s Church in Amboy. 

Awards and Honors: Last year I was awarded Academic 
All-Conference for the 2019-20 season. I have been involved 
in track for the past 3 years and medaled at state both my 
freshman and sophomore years. Due to the COVID pandemic 
my season last year was cut very short. I have also been on 
the honor roll every year.  

Best Memories of AHS: Some of my best memories are 
all the musicals I have been involved in, including Annie my 
freshman year, Shrek my Sophomore year, and Phantom of 
the Country Opera my junior year. Some of my other favorite 
memories were not only the dances such as Homecoming or 
MORP but the week leading up to those dances including 
dress-up days, building floats, decorating hallways, design-
ing shirts, playing Powder Puff, and coaching the boys in 
Powder Buff. 

Future Plans:  I plan to attend Sauk Valley Community 
College and get some of my gen-eds out of the way. Then 
I plan on transferring to the University of Illinois to pursue 
my degree in biochemistry. After I get my degree, I plan on 
attending medical school and focusing on a career in radiology 
to eventually become a Radiologist.

Whelchel named AHS 
Student of the Month

Brooklyn Whelchel

Although there are indi-
viduals considered at a higher 
risk for complications due to 
COVID-19, some otherwise 
healthy people have also 
become very sick.  The more 
the virus spreads & the more 
cases we have locally, the 
risk of very ill or hospitalized 
individuals increases.

Please, for yourself and 
others, follow the state and 
federal recommendations.  
It’s easy to remember as the 
3 W’s:  Wash your hands; 
Watch your distance; and 
Wear your mask. 

Also, we’d like to men-
tion the process of contact 
tracing. If your local health 

department tries to contact 
you, please answer or return 
their call. Some people may 
feel distrustful or afraid of 
the term “contact tracing.” 
This is actually a strategy 
used for many years in public 
health to reduce the spread of 
infectious disease. Contact 
tracing is a critical piece of 
our mitigation efforts against 
COVID-19. More informa-
tion can be found at this 
link:  https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/dai-
ly-life-coping/contact-trac-
ing.html 

Call the KSB Hotline 
Monday-Friday, 9-5 at 285-
7777 to determine eligibility 
for testing.

Residents can go to the 
following websites for ad-
ditional information:

Go to KSB, LCHD, 
IDPH, or CDC websites.  Lee 
County Health Department 
provides regular updates on 
its Facebook page.

•  http://www.lchd.com 
• Facebook: Lee County 

IL Health Department

HEALTH
 continued from page A1

Recycle! Recycle!



AMBOY NEWS • SEC A • PAGE 3WEDNESDAY, JAN. 13, 2021

LOCAL NEWS
TEEN TURF

Serving the Heart of Lee County Since 1854
Kip Cheek, Publisher

Tonja Greenfield, General Manager
Bonnie Morris, Editor

Published weekly on Wednesday by The Amboy News
245 E. Main St., Amboy, IL 61310

Phone: 815-857-2311         Fax: 815-857-2517
Periodicals postage paid at Amboy, IL

Publication Number USPS 016820
POSTMASTER: Send address change to:

The Amboy News, PO Box 162, Amboy IL 61310
Subscriptions: $39.50 yearly in Lee,  

LaSalle and Bureau counties. 
$45.00 yearly elsewhere in the United States.

Display Advertising Deadline: 10 a.m. Monday
Classified Advertising Deadline: 10 a.m. Monday

All Editorial Deadline: 4 p.m. Friday
Letters Policy: The Amboy News encourages letters 

from readers on current issues. Letters should be  
brief and must be signed, with a street address and 

daytime telephone number for verification purposes. The 
newspaper reserves the right to publish, edit,  
condense, revise or reject any submissions.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Amboy Schools Menu
January 18 – 22 

Real fruit juice cups are served at Breakfast.
Fat-free chocolate or unflavored white milk are  

served at Breakfast and Lunch.

Monday - No School
  - Martin L. King Jr. Holiday
Tuesday - Choice of pastry or cereal cup 

from breakfast cart
  - Corn dog on a stick, baby 

carrots, applesauce cup
Wednesday - Choice of pastry or cereal cup 

from breakfast cart
 - Beef steak patty, mashed 

potatoes, roll/butter, mixed fruit 
cup

Thursday - Choice of pastry or cereal cup 
from breakfast cart

  - Taco in a bag, salad, salsa, 
pear cup

Friday  - Choice of pastry or cereal cup 
from breakfast cart

  - Bosco breadsticks, dipping 
sauce cup, peach cup

01132021

This Week’s Student of the Week is:
Lee Bulfer

Student’s Favorites:
Favorite Color – BlueFavorite Color – Blue

Favorite Animal – DogFavorite Animal – Dog

Favorite Food – ApplesFavorite Food – Apples

Favorite Book – StellaunaFavorite Book – Stellauna

Favorite Game – LegosFavorite Game – Legos

Favorite Song – Old McDonaldFavorite Song – Old McDonald

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!
815-539-5142

northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com
Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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N

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

01
11

20
21

Mary Lovgren 
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

210 S Mason 
Ave., Amboy 

$42,900
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath 
- PERFECT home 

for a beginner or an 
investment property. 
Some features of this 
little cutie are...hardwood floors on the main level; darling 
enclosed front porch; newer windows. A large back yard 

to enjoy the outdoors. Conveniently located within walking 
distance to the grocery store, post office, etc. This little home 

is awaiting your big ideas! Being sold as is. 

Lisa says,Lisa says,

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

01132021

For more information 
and a quote, contact your 
Rockford Mutual Agent:

Lisa Quest

117

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 
services available.

DIXON-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. at the 
Elk’s Lodge, 1279 Franklin 
Grove Rd, on Monday, Jan 
18. Call Jill Stoker at 815-
973-5614 or the Red Cross 
at 800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org to make 
an appointment to donate. 
Download the Blood Donor 
App.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy Council will meet at 
6 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 18, at 
the Community Center, 280 
W. Wasson Rd.

P R I N C E T O N - T h e 
American Red Cross will 
hold a Blood Drive from 
11:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 21, at the First 
United Methodist Church, 
316 S. Church St.  Call the 
Red Cross at 800-733-2767 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

DIXON-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. at 
the YMCA, 110 N Galena 
Ave., on Friday, Jan. 22.  
Call Andrew McFarlane at 

815-288-9622 or the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

ASHTON-The Ameri-
can Red Cross will hold a 
Blood Drive from 1:30 to 6 
p.m. on Monday, Jan. 25, at 
Ashton-Franklin Center High 
School, 611 Western. Call the 
Red Cross at 800-733-2767 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org 

to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

AMBOY-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 12 to 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Jan. 26, at the 
Community Center, 280 W. 
Wasson Rd. Call the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

School Supplies
If anyone needs some school supplies, please contact us 

at 815-857-4800.  
Thank Yous  

We are blessed to have the following people help us:  
Linea and William Pullia for their monetary donation; Tom 
and Cheryl Nauman for their monetary donation; and Leon 
Poliquin and Pat Yoo for bringing us fruit for the afterschool 
program. As always we are blessed to have the following 
assist us after school:  Shannon, Fran, Donna, Will, Robert, 
Jarrett, Jake, Kaylee, and Maggie. We couldn’t do it without 
our volunteers.  

Teen Turf 
We are now open; however it is not like any year before. 

Students had to pre-register before coming and we are limited 
on space due to Illinois State guidelines. Please do not send 
a child without speaking to Eileen Piper at 815-440-8195

Items Needed
If possible, we are in need of washable markers.  

Final Word
Calm us, Lord, as you calmed the storm; still us, Lord, 

keep us from harm.
Let all the tumult within us cease, enfold us, Lord, in 

your peace.
Calm us, Lord, as you calmed the storm; still us, Lord, 

keep us from harm.
Let all the tumult within us cease, Lord, enfold us in 

your peace.
— David Adam

U. OF I. EXTENSION NEWS
Keep your brain fit and healthy from the comfort of your 

own home. Current research indicates that challenging the 
brain is one of several things you can do to contribute to your 
own brain health as you age.   Challenging activities is one 
way to train your brain and keep your wits fit! 

The University of Illinois Extension offers a monthly 
online Wits Fitness Brain Exercises Classes.  Join Extension 
Educator Karla Belzer as she virtually leads participants 
through interactive activities designed to exercise the brain to 
maintain and enhance cognitive function and memory.  The 
monthly classes are held on the fourth Monday each month 
on Zoom from 10 to 11 a.m.  Class dates for 2021 are: Jan. 
25, Feb. 22, March 22, April 26, May 24, June 28, July 26, 
Aug. 23, Sept. 27, Oct. 25, and Nov. 22. 

Each monthly class is free and open to the public and 

Girl Scouts launch 
initial cookie orders

LEE COUNTY – Local Girl Scouts have set-up their 
cookie websites and been busy marketing their products 
and selling Girl Scout Cookies online since Dec. 14, 2020, 
for the Early Bird Online Only part of the annual Girl Scout 
Cookie Program. Now that 2021 is here, girls may choose 
to take cookie orders safely in-person from Jan. 6–30, as 
they create new ways to connect with customers and offer 
contactless ordering and delivery door-to-door. 

This year’s delicious cookie lineup features refreshing 
Thin Mints (vegan), caramel-y Samoas, peanut butter-stuffed 
Tagalongs, crunchy Do-si-dos, buttery Trefoils, sweet 
S’mores, toffee-chipped Toffee-tastics (gluten free, too), and 
more. Cookies are on sale for only $5 per package. Girls can 
accept orders safely in-person or through Digital Cookie 7.0. 
This digital platform allows girls to take electronic orders 
for cookies. Customers can now order and pay for cookies 
online and have the option to have the cookies shipped di-
rectly to them (shipping charges apply), have a Girl Scout 
offer contactless delivery of cookies to their door, or donate 
cookies (with no additional handling fees). 

Don’t know a Girl Scout? Visit www.girlscoutsni.org/
buycookies to be connected to a local entrepreneur who 
would love to add you to her customer list.

During Girl Scout Cookie season, each local Girl Scout 
sets out to sell delectable cookies while also building entre-
preneurial and business skills imperative for leadership and 
future success. All the net revenue raised—100 percent of 
it—stays within our northern Illinois area. 

Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois uses cookie earnings to 
power amazing experiences for girls through their program-
ming, while girls and their troops decide how to invest in 
impactful community projects, personal enrichment oppor-
tunities, and more. Skills girls learn in the cookie program 
also influence later success as data shows more than half (57 
percent) of Girl Scout alumnae in business say the cookie 
program was beneficial to skills they possess today, such 
as money management, goal-setting, and public speaking.

To volunteer, reconnect, donate, or join, visit www.
girlscoutsni.org or call 844-GSNI-4-ME (844-476-4463).

LEE COUNTY — To all owners and occupiers of lands 
lying within the boundaries of the Lee County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, notice is hereby given that an Annual 
Election of Directors will be held from 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m., on 
Feb. 17, 2021, at the Lee County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District Office in Amboy. Two directors will be elected 
to each serve a two-year term on the Lee County Soil and 
Water Conservation District Board of the State of Illinois.

All persons, firms, or corporations who hold legal title 
or who are in legal possession of any land lying within the 
boundaries of the said district are eligible to vote at said 
election, whether as lessee, renter, tenant or otherwise. Only 
such person, firms or corporations are eligible to vote.

Absentee balloting will be available to those who are unable 
to attend the Election of Directors. Absentee ballots can be 
requested beginning Feb. 1, 2021. All absentee ballots must 
be completed by Feb. 12, 2021. For further information or 
to request an absentee ballot, please contact the Lee County 
Soil and Water Conservation District, located at 319 S. Mason 
Ave., Amboy, or by phone at 815-857-3621, ext. 3.

participants are welcome to join the class at any time! Reg-
istration is required to join as log on information will be 
emailed to each participant. 

For more information or to register, visit go.illinois.edu/
witsfitnessonline or call 815-632-3611. 

Lee County Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District elections set

Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested one 
impaired driver

DIXON — The Lee County Sheriff’s Office announced it 
arrested one offender for impaired driving during the winter 
holiday enforcement campaign. 

Additional citations included one improper lane usage, 
one uninsured motorist, one speeding, one seat belt citation 
and eight warnings.

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office partnered with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation and law enforcement through-
out the state for the enforcement campaign. From Dec. 18 to 
Jan. 4, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office ramped up its usual 
enforcement efforts, adding two additional patrol officers. 
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OBITUARIES
OBITUARIES

Dawson C. Roland
Nov. 16, 1937 - Jan. 6, 2021

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

0907504.1

ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

We all feel the same commitment to 
care for our families. Helping you meet 
your insurance needs is part of my 
commitment to you.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Lynda K. Blaine
Oct. 16, 1951 - Dec. 27, 2020

Sharon M. Harney
Sept. 27, 1958 - Jan. 7, 2021

AMBOY – Dawson C. 
Roland, 83, of Amboy and 
formerly of Oregon, passed 
away Wednesday, Jan. 6, 
2021 in his home; his fam-
ily lost a loving husband, 
father, grandfather and great 
grandfather. 

Born Nov. 16, 1937 in 
Haldane, the son of Floyd and 
Geraldine (Martz) Rowland. 
Married to Marie Sanford 
July 25, 1964 in Oregon. 

Dawson enjoyed family 
time, camping at Woodhaven 
Lakes, going for walks with 
his dogs (Pixie & Ziggy), 
traveling with his wife and 
watching the wildlife. He 
worked at E.D. Etnyre & Co. 
in Oregon for 58 ½ years, 
retiring in 2014. Dawson is a 
member of the Church of the 
Nazarene in Sterling. 

Survived by his wife, Ma-
rie Rowland, of Amboy; four 
children, Curtis Rowland, of 

Princeton, Troy Rowland, 
of Rochelle, Starla Clover, 
of Belton, Texas and Brian 
Rowland, of Amboy; five 
grandchildren, Stephanie 
Rowland, of Rochelle, Kay-
brei Isaacs, of Little River 
Academy, Texas, (JJ) John 
Newman, of Harker Heights, 
Texas, Rebekah Rowland, of 
Princeton and Dylann New-
man of Temple, Texas; three 
great-grandchildren, Kinslee 
Isaacs, Zane Isaacs and Ae-
dan Meyers-Newman; and 
sister, Shirley Hagemann, of 
Mt. Morris. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and brother, 
Harrison Rowland. 

His love and free spirit 
will live on through his family 
and friends. Gone but not 
forgotten. PS “Keep the fork, 
the best is yet to come.” 

Due to Covid-19 re-
strictions, a private family 

Memorial Service will be 
held at Farrell-Holland-Gale 
Funeral Home, Oregon with 
Pastor Bob Hinkleman of 
The People Church, Princ-
eton presiding. A public 
Celebration of Life will 
be held at a future date. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials 
in Dawson’s name may be 
made to Serenity Hospice & 
Home, Oregon. 

www.farrellhollandgale.
com

DIXON — Sharon M. 
Harney, 62, of Dixon, passed 
away unexpectedly on Thurs-
day, Jan. 7, 2021 at KSB 
Hospital in Dixon. 

She was born on Sept. 27, 
1958 in Dixon, the daughter 
of Charles and Helen (Han-
son) Fisher.

Sharon worked for Borg 
Warner for over 42 years 
before her retirement.

She was a member of the 
Dixon Elks Lodge in Dixon.

On May 29, 1976 Sharon 
married William “Willie” 
Harney in Dixon.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents. 

Sharon is survived by 
her husband, Willie; chil-

dren, Angie (Shawn Foley) 
Massey, of Freeport, and 
Tim (Amy Mills) Harney, of 
Rock Falls; four grandchil-
dren, Ryan Massey, Morgan 
Massey, Ashley Foley, and 
Jacob Harney. She is also 
survived by her two brothers, 
Charles (Carol) Fisher Jr., 
and David (Mary) Fisher, 
who both reside in Dixon.

Visitation was held on 
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021 from 
4 to 7 p.m., at the Jones 
Funeral Home in Dixon. Fu-
neral services will be held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021, 
at 10:30 a.m., at the Jones 
Funeral Home in Dixon with 
burial to follow at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Dixon. A me-

morial in Sharon’s memory 
has been established. 

Arrangements by the 
Jones Funeral Home in 
Dixon. 

Condolences can be left 
at www.thejonesfh.com.

SUBLETTE – Lynda K. 
Blaine, 69, died Sunday, Dec. 
27, 2020, at Mac Neal Me-
morial Hospital in Berwyn.

She was born on Oct. 
16, 1951 in Princeton, the 
daughter of Gail and Blanche 
(Johnson) Watkins. She mar-
ried James Blaine on Aug. 
30, 1975 in Dixon and later 
divorced. 

Lynda worked as a Teach-

ers Aid in the Amboy School 
District for over 20 years.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Jessica (Christian) 
Haydel, of Davenport, Iowa; 
her son, Joshua Blaine, of 
Rock Island; her sister, Jean-
na (Robert) Ohda, of Walnut; 
and her brothers, William 
(Roberta) Watkins, of Walnut 
and David Watkins.

She was preceded in 

death by her sister Elizabeth 
Watkins.

A Memorial Mass will 
be celebrated at 11 a.m., on 
Friday, Jan. 8, 2021, at St. 
Patrick Catholic Church in 
Maytown, with the Reverend 
Randy Fronek officiating. 
Burial will conclude at Wal-
nut Cemetery. 

Arrangements by Garland 
Funeral Homes.

Educational Briefs
AREA STUDENTS 

RECEIVE DEAN’S LIST 
RECOGNITION

GREENVILLE - The Shauni Warner, a 
junior from Dixon, was placed on the Dean’s 
List at Greenville University for the Fall 
2020 semester.

Greenville University is a four-year ac-
credited Christian liberal arts school with 
more than 1,400 undergraduate and graduate 
students. Founded in 1892 and affiliated with 
the Free Methodist Church, the college is 
located in Greenville, Illinois, 45 miles east 
of St. Louis.

KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES SUMMER 

AND FALL 2020 
GRADUATES

MALTA — Kishwaukee College is proud 

to announce the graduates for Summer and 
Fall 2020. Graduation Honors are divided into 
three categories based on final cumulative 
grade point average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale: 
summa cum laude indicates a cumulative 
GPA between 3.75-4.0; magna cum laude 
indicates a cumulative GPA between 3.5-
3.749; and cum laude indicates a cumulative 
GPA between 3.25-3.499. Students who fulfill 
requirements for a Certificate and have a final 
cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher are awarded 
a Certificate with Distinction. 

The graduate total for both semesters is 303 
students who completed a total of 310 degrees 
and certificates for Summer and Fall 2020. 

The following students completed the 
requirements for graduation from Kishwau-
kee College: 

Steward
Gabriella M. Erickson, Associate in Arts, 

Cum Laude
Kelsey Janet Lee Kinne, Associate in 

Science, Magna Cum Laude
Austin Suddeth, Associate in Science, 

Summa Cum Laude 

MALTA — A high-pay-
ing career is not out of reach. 
Kishwaukee College’s Work-
force Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (WIOA) Youth 
Program is looking to help 
local students bolster their 
employment skills and find 
new career opportunities. 
The program offers out-of-
school youth ages 16-24 
years old an opportunity to 
participate in training that 
will assist them in obtaining 
employment.

The WIOA Program is 
a federally funded grant 
geared towards helping 
qualified individuals gain the 
professional skills necessary 
to learn a new career. 

Through the grant, Kish 
can offer up to $10,000 based 
on eligibility. Funding can 
go towards books, tuition, 
supplies and other services to 
help with education. Mileage 
and child care reimburse-
ment may also be available. 

There is a list of more 

than 60 programs available 
at Kish covered by WIOA 
funding. Students can work 
towards a degree or certifi-
cate or enter the workforce 
right away with a short-term 
training program. Some 
popular programs include:

• Basic Nurse Assisting
• Google IT
• Truck Driving Training
• Pharmacy Technician
• Medical Assistant
• And many more
The support is not limited 

to the classroom. Students 
can gain real-world experi-
ence through job shadow-
ing. And these connections 
give those seeking work 
an opportunity to impress 
employers. 

To learn more about 
Kish’s WIOA Youth Pro-
gram, contact Phylicia 
Hampton, WIOA Youth Co-
ordinator, at 815-825-9384 
or phampton1@kish.edu.

WIOA funds available for local 
job-seekers at Kish College
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

Cozy Crimes

On This Day in History

INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

815-849-5476

CONCRETE

Concrete
Driveways
Walkways

Floors
Patios

Resealing
Free Estimates!Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

100 Years Ago
Jan. 14, 1921

Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Bachofen and 
family whose home was destroyed by 
fire Monday morning have moved into 
the Congregational parsonage.

C.D. Elliott has gone to Polo to take 
charge of the pool room and barber shop 
which he recently purchased. Mrs. Elliott 
and son Howard will follow as soon as 
Mr. Elliott can rent a house.

Mr. and Mrs. James Klausen who 
live on the Butler farm north of Lee 
Center, entertained at dinner Sunday 
the following guests: Mr. and Mrs. 
Swan Sandberg, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
Mortenson and family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Nels Mortenson and family, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Perry and son Albert, and 
Walter and Ted Hanson.

75 Years Ago
Jan. 10, 1946

Atty. E.M. Sullivan, who was recently 
honorably discharged from the U.S. 

Navy after two years of service, this 
week announces the resumption of his 
law practice.

Donald Walters has opened a shoe 
repair shop at his home just west of 
Central School.

H.H. Badger, L.L. Brink, George W. 
Pankhurst, Chauncey W. Robbins and 
Harry Turnquist were elected directors 
of The First National Bank in Amboy 
at the annual stockholders meeting held 
Tuesday morning.

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Harris have moved 
into one of the Egan apartments on east 
Main Street. Mr. Harris has been engaged 
as an English instructor at A.T.H.S.

50 Years Ago
Jan. 14, 1971

E.M. (Gene) Koehler, of Amboy 
Pharmacist and owner of Koehler’s 
Pharmacy was elected President of the 
Amboy Chamber of Commerce at the 
reorganization meeting on the Chamber 
Tuesday evening.

Mrs. Howard E. Jackson, Mrs. Etta 

Jeanblanc, Miss Teresa Jeanblanc and 
Mrs. Marie C. Mellott, Anges and Teresa 
Marie of West Brooklyn were Saturday 
dinner guests at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oscar Kerchner.

25 Years Ago
Jan. 11, 1996

The weather was mighty cold at last 
Friday’s farm equipment auction at the 
Rory and Kathy Miller farm north of 
Amboy. Attendance was good however, 
and the bidding was brisk on everything 
from wire mesh panels to tractors to 
combines. 

Joan Kellen, daughter of Les and 
Agnes Kellen, and a former Amboy 
resident, has a jetliner named in her 
honor. Joan, who has been an employ-
ee of United Air Lines for more than 
30 years in the Los Angeles area, was 
given the honor after being selected 
Employee of the Year in 1995 for her 
many charitable involvements and work 
accomplishments.

Reading Canadian author Louise Penny’s “Still 
Life,” I was reminded of an old and very popular 
TV mystery series called “Murder, She Wrote.” 

The latter takes place in Cabot Cove, Maine, whereas “Still 
Life,” which is the first of sixteen mysteries, is set, Penny tells 
us, “in the fictional Quebec village of Three Pines. I created 
the village as a place of refuge. A place I would choose to 
live. That was beautiful, and peaceful. That offered company, 
companionship – as well as croissants and rich café au lait. 
And licorice pipes.” 

Penny’s mysteries are named after Chief Inspector Ar-
mand Gamache of the Sureté du Québec (Quebec Security), 
the provincial police service for the province of Quebec. 
Penny describes him as “the decent man, who made a living 
investigating the indecent act of homicide. Just as I created 
a community I would live in in Three Pines, I also intention-
ally created, in Armand, a man I would marry. Because, in 
many ways, I knew if Still Life spawned a series it would 
become like a marriage. And he needed to have the qualities 
I admire in a man.” 

Three Pines, just north of the U.S. border, has its share of 
eccentric characters, sex and violence usually occur off-stage, 
and the mystery follows a whodunit format. The template 
is, of course, Agatha Christie, though Penny’s prose has a 
lyrical quality lacking in Christie’s novels: “Miss Jane Neal 
met her maker in the early morning mist of Thanksgiving 
Sunday…For her seventy-six years Jane Neal had been 
walking toward this final moment when death met her in the 
brilliant maple woods on the verge of the village of Three 
Pines. She’d fallen spread-eagled, as though making angels 
in the bright and brittle leaves.” 

Miss Neal, the village’s retired schoolteacher and amateur 
artist, was treasured by all. Her death appears to be a tragic 
accident, it is deer-hunting season, and it seems a hunter’s 
stray arrow has killed her. But when her death seems suspi-
cious to her friends, Chief Inspector Gamache of the Sureté 
du Québec and his assistant Beauvoir and Yvette Nichol, a 
rather obnoxious young agent, appear in Three Pines. It soon 
becomes apparent that Jane Neal died at the hands of someone 
far more menacing than a careless bowhunter, and Gamache 
wonders “who would want to kill kindness.”

Who indeed. The plot is clever, though it is the people of 
Three Pines that drive the narrative rather than any sustained 
suspense. “Still Life” is the sort of novel Virginia Woolf could 
have had in mind in her essay “Modern Novels,” when she 
wrote: “Let us not take it for granted that life exists more fully 
in what is commonly thought big than in what is commonly 
thought small.”

AMBOY — Amboy Ju-
nior High School announces 
its Second Quarter Honor 
Roll.

Eighth Grade Highest 
Honors

Dominic Fonderoli, Jaden 
Haley, Dillon Merriman, 
Addison Pertell, Hunter 
Rasmussen Tyrah Vaessen, 
and Alainie Wittenauer

Seventh Grade Highest 
Honors

Myla Davis, Molly Has-
sler, Kiera Karlson, and Ellie 
McLaughlin

Sixth Grade Highest 
Honors

Madison Althaus, Callan 
Christoffersen, Aaron Cost-
ner, Lainey Davis, Jason 
Dickinson, Jake Dinges, 
James Eisenberg, Ty Flor-
schuetz, Leighton Gulley, 
Abigail Hicks, Liliann Lef-
felman, Anthony Linder, 
Gage Mumm, Henry Nichols, 
Chloe Vaupel, and Tanner 
Welch

Fifth Grade Highest 
Honors

Hailey Cagle, Bryson 
Deery, Jason Hemmen, Hen-
ry Klein, Grady McLaughlin, 
Aarav Patel, Chase Rasmus-
sen, Ayden Talsma, Abel Val-
dez, and Kaylee Zimmerman

Eighth Grade High 
Honors

Cordia Asencio, Carson 
Barlow, Ava Cline, Cierra 
Kessel, Joshua McKend-
ry, Devyn Pasley, Caleb 
Shugars, Haleigh Stenzel, 
Brooklyn Strub, and Karagen 
Welch

Seventh Grade High 
Honors

Grace Althaus, Samantha 
Hummel, Micah Miller, 
Samantha Nauman, Steph-
anie Nave, Peyton Payne, 
Brayden Phalen, Mackenzie 
Sus, Eriannah Wade, Brittlyn 
Whitman, Isabella Yanos, and 
Tristan Zellhofer

Sixth Grade High 
Honors

Haylee Albee, Kylee An-
derson, Lluvia De La Cruz, 
Lillian Drew, Bryar Full, 
Ryan Garcia, Lane Goff, 
Caiden Heath, Madisyn 
Heath, Chase Huggins, Mor-
gan Kreiser, Hope Lauzon, 
Colt McCoy, Alexa McKend-
ry, Liam Rieskamp, Isabella 
Rosentreter, Trevor Stenzel, 
and Alexander Wittenauer

Fifth Grade High 
Honors

Channing Bellows, Mad-
dix Beyer, Addison Blaine, 
Landon Carter, Madelyn 
Clarida, Gianna Dempsey, 
Faith Fenwick, Kilah Helm, 
Jayce Hermeyer, Caylee 
Hummel, Tyler Mahar, 
Gabrielle Miller, Macie 
Muro, Ella Noble, Charlotte 
Patterson, Lila Rieskamp, 
Kahne Skibbe, and Sydney 
Whelchel

Eighth Grade Honors
Jarrett Althaus, Saydee 

Benavidez, Brysen Full Atti-
cus Goff, Chloe Heath, Tyler 

Huggins, Quinton Leffelman, 
Emersyn Noble, Gloria Park-
er, Natalie Pratt, Emily Sachs, 
and Caleb Yanos

Seventh Grade Honors
Kaitlyn Dempsey, Landon 

Donna Matthew Farrar, Vic-
tor Lopez-Belmontes, Tucker 
McCoy, Rylan McNinch, 
Collin O’Malley, Ezra Park-
er, Emilie Reed-Dempsey, 
Ava Rhodenbaugh, Landon 
Roath, Alyvia Whelchel, and 
Jadyn Whelchel

Sixth Grade Honors
Alexis Davis, Andrew 

Hummel, Hayden Hunsberg-
er, Logan Ketchum, Aubrey 
McGuire, Madison Neal, 
Gavin Nichols, Ethan Shep-
hard, Averick Wiseman, and 
Westin Wittenauer

Fifth Grade Honors
Owen Althaus, Damian 

Bender, Amylia Bump, Bri-
an Clements, Ayla Costner, 
Brenna Fields, Kylee Grot-
zinger, Ethan Lewis, and 
Teagan Payne

Amboy Junior High announces its honor roll

AMBOY — It is now getting closer to the 
date of the A.C.O./Amboy High School blood 
drive and we are in great need of volunteers. 
Please consider giving this wonderful gift 
of life.

Blood is urgently needed in our area. 
Therefore, an appeal is going out to everyone 
17 years of age and over in good health to 
give blood. Won’t you roll up your sleeve and 
answer the plea?  Amboy A.C.O. members, in 

coordination with Amboy High School, are 
hosting a Red Cross Blood drive on Tuesday, 
Jan. 26, 2021 at the Amboy Community 
Building from noon to 6 p.m.  Please call Judy 
Brinkmeier at 815-238-8927 for an appoint-

ment.  All donations are tested for Covid-19 
antibodies. Plasma from antibody-positive 
donations may help current coronavirus pa-
tients in need. Also, all presenting donors will 
receive a t-shirt, while supplies last. 

A.C.O. to host blood drive Jan. 26, volunteers needed for blood drive
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Something to Say?

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

  1 year   manual pay   $39.50
            auto pay       $37.50

 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50
               auto pay           $9.50

Non-local
  1 year       manual pay      $45.00                                    

auto pay      $32.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75

auto pay      $11.00

Phone 815-857-2311         
Fax 815-857-2517        

Website www.amboynews.com

Publisher 
Kip Cheek

kcheek@mendotareporter.com

General Manager/Advertising
Tonja Greenfield

tgreenfield@amboynews.com

Editor
Bonnie Morris

bmorris@mendotareporter.com

Office Manager/Circulation/
Commercial Printing

Mary Mays
mmays@amboynews.com

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either 
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is 
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per 
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive 
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that 
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of 
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. 
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time 
for correction before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer 
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its 
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility 
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - noon and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
9 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday and major holidays.

LOCAL NEWS
2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

June
June 3

• With COVID-19, life as 
we know has been changed. 
Navigating this change, the 
Shady Oaks Golf Club has 
implemented state guidelines 
to help keep its members and 
the public safe while enjoying 
the scenic 18-hole course. 
Matt Welty, president of the 
Shady Oaks Golf Club Board 
of Directors, said the course 
was closed the entire month 
of April, and during the month 
of May, to be open, the course 
had to abide by incredible re-
strictions from the state. One 
new addition is the sanitizing 
station for when the golf carts 
come off the course, Dave 
Kemp, secretary of the board 
of directors, said.

• Lee County Board Chair-
man, John Nicholson would 
like to remind Lee County 
citizens that county services 
are continuing through the 
COVID-19 pandemic – albeit 
differently than normal. “I 
want to commend the Lee 
County Department Heads 
for the creative ways they 
have modified day-to-day 
operations to keep the pub-
lic and staff safe, while still 
continuing to provide neces-
sary services to the public,” 
Nicholson said recently.

• Amboy Community Unit 
School District announces the 
retirement of six employees.

Gary “Tank” Jones - 35 
Years - Physical Education 
Teacher

Susan E. Shaw - Amboy 
Central School Library/
Computer Lab - 1988-2020

Cheryl Bonnell - 21 Years 
– Paraprofessional

Scott Spangler - 17 Years 
- Special Education Teacher

Marsha Monaghan - 13 
Years – Library Aide

Elmer Shaw - 2008-2020 
- Bus Driver

• United Way of Lee Coun-
ty announced it received a 
grant for $3,500 from Bayer 
Fund, which will be used to 
provide free summer lunches 
throughout Lee County this 
summer.

• Illinois will advance to 
the “Recovery” phase of Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s plan to incre-
mentally reopen the state’s 
economy on Friday after 
almost 70 days of residents 
living under a stay-at-home 
restriction. It comes as Illi-
nois is one of only two states 
to meet federal COVID-19 
guidelines to reopening, 
according to a ProPublica 
analysis. New York is the 
other.

Obituaries
Deborah “Debbie” Brady - 

Jan. 10, 1946 - May 30, 2020

June 10
•  The Lee County Fair 

Association voted to cancel 
the 2020 Lee Count Fair 
and Junior Show at their 
June meeting. The fair was 
scheduled for July 23-26 at 
the Lee County 4-H Center 
and Fairgrounds.

• The Amboy Fire Protec-
tion District held a parade 
honoring the 2020 Amboy 
High School seniors on June 
6. AHS graduating seniors 
were invited to follow the 
parade in their personal vehi-
cles or ride on the apparatus 
following social distance 
guidelines.

• Ashley Althaus, daughter 
of Steve and Deb Althaus, 
was named the 2020 Student 
of the Year at Amboy High 
School. Ashley will be attend-
ing Iowa State University in 
the fall to pursue a degree in 
Agriculture.

• There were 4 new pos-
itive tests in Lee County on 
June 5 and 2 positive cases 
on June 8, bringing the total 
to 92. The new cases are in 
three individuals between 
the ages of 10-19; and one 
in his or her 30’s, 40’s and 
60’s. Seventy-eight of the 92 
positive cases in Lee County 
have recovered and been 
lifted off isolation.

Obituaries
Joyce M. Montavon - Feb. 

24, 1937 - June 2, 2020

June 17
• Over the past 30 years, 

the Amboy Lions Club has 
awarded over $50,000 in 

scholarship money to Amboy 
graduates. This is the 18th 
consecutive year that the Club 
has made scholarships avail-
able. The 2020 recipients of 
the Amboy Lions Club Schol-
arship are: Alison O’Rourke, 
Abigael Ely, Ashley Althaus, 
Tyler Stewart, and Margaret 
Vaessen.

• The Sublette Village 
Board members met in person 
with the meeting broadcast 
remotely to those residents 
who wanted to attend on 
Monday, June 8. Acting Sub-
lette Village President John 
Stenzel said after hearing 
from its insurance company, 
the village has to follow the 
Governor’s rules on each 
Phase of reopening or else the 
village might not be covered 
by insurance. He said that 
Phase 3 allows for groups of 
10 or less and Phase 4, which 
is looking to begin on June 
26, allows for groups of 50 
or less.  Stenzel said that the 
village can’t offer any events 
with more than 50 people 
attending until Phase 5. He 
said that means the tractor 
pull and events like Hops 
and Harmony can’t be held 
until Phase 5.

• The annual Amboy 
Depot Days has been add-
ed to the list of events that 
have been canceled due to 
COVID-19 and the State of 
Illinois’ reopening plan. The 
City of Amboy announced 
on Friday that it is with great 
sadness that Amboy Depot 
Days 2020 has canceled our 
Festival, Car Show and 50/50 
drawing for this year. On 
Facebook, the city says that as 
it stands now, no festivals or 
gatherings of over 50 people 
are allowed until Phase 5, 
and the state is currently in 
Phase 3.

• The number of new 
novel coronavirus disease, or 
COVID-19, cases reported in 
the last 24 hours fell below 
600 on Friday, June 12 in the 
State of Illinois for the first 
time since March 30.

Obituaries
Lyman R. Tieman, Sr. - 

June 3, 1926 - June 10, 2020

June 24
• Many people are won-

dering what precautions such 
as wearing masks will be in 
place when, and if, schools 
reopen for the 2020-2021 
school year. One Amboy 
parent posed that question 
during the June 18 Amboy 
Board of Education meeting 
but at this time, Superinten-
dent Joshua Nichols said he 
cannot answer that question. 
Illinois schools have received 
the current CDC guidance 
and summer school guidance 
but nothing yet for reopening 
in the fall. Nichols said until 
school districts get guidance 
from the state, they do not 
know exactly what rules will 
apply to schools for conduct-
ing in-person instruction.

• June 22 marked the 
fifth anniversary of the dev-
astating tornado that hit the 
Sublette community. Most 
of the damage was done at 
Woodhaven Lakes and the 
several farmsteads near town.

Obituaries
Clara “Betty” Elizabeth 

North - Dec. 3, 1938 - June 
22, 2020

July
July 1

• Illinois’ minimum wage 
will make its second increase 
this year to $10 per hour be-
ginning July 1. The Illinois 
Department of Labor urges 
minimum wage earners to 
make sure their checks reflect 
the increase following July 1.

• The Sublette Country 
Car Show scheduled for 
Saturday, Sept. 12 will not be 
held on that date due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
show will be rescheduled in 
the future.

Obituaries
Anna Mae Bonnell Wil-

lavize - March 25, 1929 - June 
23, 2020

July 8
• The Illinois Department 

of Transportation announces 
today that weather permit-
ting, construction work will 
begin Monday, July 6, at the 

intersection of US Route 52 
and Main Street in Amboy. 

• Early Saturday morning, 
July 4, Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to a vehicle 
fire east of Harmon. Evidence 
collected at the scene, linked 
the vehicle to a homicide in 
South Carolina that occurred 
on Sunday, June 28.  

• In honor of the Fourth 
of July, Teen Turf decorated 
the sidewalks outside of the 
downtown Amboy business-
es on Thursday.

• Amboy High School 
graduate Ashley Althaus, was 
presented with the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
(DAR) Good Citizen award 
by members of the Rochelle 
Chapter, DAR Good Citizen 
Committee: Darlene Hin-
kle and Vice Regent Lydia 
Roberts.

• Facebook announced 
today that, as part of their 
commitment to invest in 
America, the tech company’s 
newest worldwide data center 
will be built in DeKalb, Illi-
nois, bringing an investment 
of more than $800 million. 
The Facebook DeKalb Data 
Center will be among the 
most advanced, energy- and 
water-efficient data center 
facilities in the world, sup-
porting an estimated 100 op-
erational jobs and hundreds 
of construction jobs.

• The Sublette One-Day 
Tractor Drive scheduled for 
Wednesday, Aug. 5 has been 
canceled due to the coro-
navirus. Plans are to have 
the ride in 2021 on the first 
Wednesday of August.

Obituaries
Shirley Mae Hubbell 

Okland - Aug. 5, 1935 - June 
28, 2020

Raymond K. Harrison - 
Nov. 18, 1936 - July 3, 2020

Linda P. Bonnell - Feb. 15, 
1959 - June 28, 2020

July 15
• The City of Amboy held 

a ribbon cutting ceremony for 
Revolution Wellness, one of 
the new businesses in Am-
boy. Revolution Wellness is 
located at 205 E. Main Street, 
and owned by Allison Hicks, 
pictured centered cutting the 
ribbon. Revolution Wellness 
offers meal replacement 
shakes, boosted teas, and iced 
coffees, as well as other items.

• The City of Amboy held 
a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for Becker Detailing, one 
of the new businesses in 
Amboy. Becker Detailing, 
owned by Demi Becker and 
Kevin Glenn,  is located at 
204 N. Jefferson, Suite A, 
in Amboy. Becker Detailing 
offers interior and exterior 
detailing, wash and vacuum, 
motorcycle detailing, full 
interior cleaning, full exterior 
cleaning, paint correction, 
and headlight restoration.

• The City of Amboy held 
a ribbon cutting ceremony for 
Emerald Beauty Bar, one of 
the new businesses in Am-
boy. Emerald Beauty Bar is 
located at 204 N. Jefferson, in 
Amboy. Emerald Beauty Bar, 
owned by Cameryn Koch, 
pictured center cutting the 
ribbon, offers skin care and 
waxing services.

• The City of Amboy held 
a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for Inspired Home Décor & 
Gifts, one of the new busi-
nesses in Amboy. Inspired 
Home Décor & Gifts is 
located at 204 N. Jefferson, 
Suite C, in Amboy. Inspired 
Home Décor & Gifts, owned 
by Candie Koch, pictured 
third from left, opened its 
doors on Saturday, May 30.

• Since July 7, Lee Coun-
ty has reported 5 people 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19. The people test-
ing positive are 2 in their 20s, 
1 on their 50s, and 2 in their 
80s. This brings Lee County’s 
positive cases to 107, with 
95 recovered, and one death.

The Lee County Health 
Department recommends 
that if anyone traveled to a 
state that is considered a “hot 
spot” for COVID-19, that 
they should self-quarantine 
for 14 days upon their return.

• The state’s COVID-19 
test positivity rate remained 
at 3 percent Monday as 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health reported 883 

new confirmed cases of the 
virus. The 30,012 test results 
reported Monday followed 
more than 70,000 total re-
ported the previous two days, 
driving Illinois to more than 2 
million tests conducted since 
the pandemic began. Illinois 
became the first state in the 
Midwest to reach that mile-
stone and the fifth state in the 
U.S., following California, 
New York, Florida and Texas.

Obituaries
William K. Laemmel - 

Nov. 30, 1936 - July 5, 2020

July 22
• A tentative school re-

opening plan was discussed 
during the Amboy Board of 
Education meeting held at 
Central School and via Zoom 
on July 17.  Superintendent 
Joshua Nichols said this is 
not a final plan and some 
changes may be necessary 
depending on further guid-
ance from the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE), 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH), the Lee Coun-
ty Health Department, the 
Center for Disease Control, 
and local virus conditions.

• A request from the 
Amboy Fire Department for 
use of the old Amboy Junior 
High property, a construction 
update on the new junior high 
building, and a revision of the 
school calendar were among 
the items discussed at the July 
16 Amboy Board of Educa-
tion meeting. The Amboy 
Fire Department followed 
up on its previous request 
for use of part of the “old” 
Amboy Junior High property 
to use as the site of a new fire 
department building. The fire 
department is continuing to 
move forward with their 
grant process for construction 
of the building and at some 
point, will need assurance 
that they have acquired the 
necessary property. Because 
COVID-19 has stalled some 
of the process, the fire de-
partment has not been given 
a deadline but they wanted to 
know if the school board had 
discussed the matter.

• The Amboy Fire De-
partment responded to two 
nearby barn fires on Sunday 
morning. At 4:30 a.m., on 
Sunday, the Sublette Fire 
Protection District responded 
automatic aid to the Am-
boy Fire Protection District 
for a barn fire in the 1400 
block of Sterling Road, in 
rural Amboy. Enroute, Lee 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Dixon reported a second fire 
three-quarters of a mile west 
of the first incident. Units 
remained on scene for over 
five hours.

• The Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office has located and taken 
into custody two people that 
were linked to a homicide 
in South Carolina. Jorden E. 
Johnson, 28, and Latisha D. 
Evans, 20, were located and 
taken into custody in the 1500 
block of E. 4th Street in Ster-
ling at approximately 3 a.m., 
on Friday, July 17, by the 
Lee County Joint Operations 
Group (JOG).  Both are being 
held at the Whiteside County 
Sheriff’s Office, pending 
extradition to South Carolina.  

• The Sublette Village 
Board discussed some pub-
lic safety issues during its 
meeting on July 13. Acting 
Village President John Sten-
zel said that he had received 
a few calls from concerned 
residents about unlicensed 
drivers of UTVs and golf 
carts. Stenzel told the board 
that he reached out to the 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
about the concerns, because 
Sublette doesn’t have its own 
police department.

• The Unified Executive 
Leadership Team would like 
to address a rumor circulat-
ing on social media and in 
the community regarding an 
event that occurred over the 
weekend of July 10. There 
are 3 more positive case of 
COVID-19 in Lee County, 
bringing the total to 116. The 
positives were in two children 
ages 1-10 and one person 
in his or her 40s. The Lee 
County Health Department 
reports that five people have 
recovered and been lifted 
off of isolation, for a total of 

105 of the 116 positive cases 
thus far.

Obituaries
Ann C. Taylor - March 6, 

1938 - July 19, 2020

July 29
• Margaret Vaessen of 

Sublette was recently elected 
the Illinois State FFA Re-
porter. She will spend one 
year visiting FFA chapters 
throughout the state. Vaessen 
plans to attend Joliet Junior 
College for two years and 
then transfer to a university 
to continue her studies in 
agriculture. Following her 
election, an impromptu pa-
rade was held in Sublette. She 
was taken around town on 
one of the fire trucks, which 
was followed by other fire 
vehicles, family and friends.

• Due to COVID-19, 
Public Act 101-642 has been 
implemented and mandates 
that Lee County Clerk and 
Recorder’s office automati-
cally provide an application 
for a vote by mail ballot to 
registered voters that have 
cast a ballot in any election 
beginning with the Novem-
ber 2018 General Election 
and forward, or have newly 
registered or updated their 

voter registration since the 
March 17, 2020 General 
Primary Election.  

• Emma Bickett was 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship 
from the Amboy Masonic 
Lodge 178. This scholarship 
qualifies her for an addition-
al $1,000 from the Illinois 
Grand Lodge in Springfield.

• The Illinois High School 
Association (IHSA) an-
nounced on July 14, 2020 
that it will defer to the Illinois 
Department of Public Health 
(IDPH), Illinois State Board 
of Education (ISBE), and the 
Governor’s Office on all of 
its Return To Play Guidelines 
moving forward.

• Construction work at the 
intersection of US Route 52 
and Main Street in Amboy 
began on Monday, July 6. 
On Monday, July 27, work-
ers removed the road at the 
intersection and replaced it 
with new asphalt. O’Brien 
Civil Works, Inc. will be 
reconstructing the ADA side-
walk ramps on the contract. 
The project is expected to 
be completed near the end 
of July.  

See 2020 page A9
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1. MOVIES: Who was the first African 
American to win the Academy Award for 
Best Actor?

2. ASTRONOMY: How many phases 
does the Moon go through each month?

3. MEDICAL: What are leukocytes?
4. TELEVISION: What are the names 

of the three animated “Powerpuff Girls”?
5. INVENTIONS: Who is credited 

with inventing the first battery?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What is the largest 

country in Africa in land area?
7. MEASUREMENTS: What does a 

Geiger counter measure?
8. LITERATURE: What item did the 

crocodile swallow in “Peter Pan”?
9. FOOD & DRINK: What is grena-

dine made from?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 

baby goat called?
© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Sidney Poitier, in 1964
2. Eight
3. White blood cells
4. Blossom, Buttercup and Bubbles
5. Alessandro Volta
6. Algeria
7. Radiation
8. A clock
9. Pomegranates
10. A kid 

Posting Date January 11, 2021
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 

RENTRENT

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet. Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing 815-762-6650 
or 815-761-3968. (02-
03-21)

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

INFORMATION
Office Hours:
Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m. - noon, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - noon
Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
Phone:
815-857-2311
Fax:
815-857-2517
Email:
mmays@amboynews.com
Address:
245 E. Main Street, Amboy
Mail:
P.O. Box 162,
Amboy, IL 61310

DEADLINES:
Mondays at 10 a.m
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print publications and on 5 
high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping News • Ashton Gazette • 
Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads and $7.50 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not be 
responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one 
insertion.

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

 

 

INVITATION TO BID 
Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272 will 
accept sealed bids for 
the following surplus 
property: 1969 Pow-
ermatic Band Saw, (2) 
1969 Powermatic Drill 
Press, 1969 Powermat-
ic Combination Belt and 
Disc Sander, Rockwell 
Drill Press, 1969 Dewalt 
Radial Saw, Craftsman 
Radial Saw, Dayton 
Band Saw, 1971 and 
1968 Rockwell Band 
Saws, (2) 1989 Miller-
matic 200 welder, Mill-
er 250TS Welder with 
wire feeder and barrels, 
2000 Hypertherm Plas-
ma Cutter, and 1994 
Chevy 4x4 Truck. 
To see the equipment 
or have any ques-
tions, contact Mr. Joe 
Heavner at jheavner@ 
amboy.net. To see the 
truck or have any ques-
tions, contact Mr. Al 
Quest at 815-973-2296. 
The bid sheet is avail-
able from the main 
page of website (www. 
amboy.net) under Dis-
trict News.
Bids will be received 
at the Amboy CUSD 
#272 District Office, 11 
E. Hawley Street, Am-
boy until 2:00 P.M., Fri-
day, January 22, 2021. 
Bids must be received 
in sealed envelopes 
marked “Surplus Prop-
erty”.
Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272 
reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids, 
to waive any informality 
in bidding, and to award 
the contract in the best 
interests of the facility. 
Katie Pratt, Board Sec-
retary
Joshua Nichols, Super-
intendent
No. 0103
Jan. 13, 2021

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE 
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Decem-
ber 10 A.D. 2020 a 
certificate w as fi led in 
the Office o f the Coun-
ty Clerk of Lee County, 
Illinois, setting forth, the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as 
Grease Monkey Prod-
ucts located at 327 E. 
Main St., Amboy, IL  
61310.
Dated this 10th day of 
December A.D. 2020. 
Cathy Myers, County 
Clerk
by Gerianne Knack 
No. 1203
Dec. 30, Jan. 6, Jan. 13

AMBOY C.U.S.D. #272 IS SEEKING 
APPLICANTS FOR THE 

FOLLOWING POSITIONS

BUS DRIVER
BUS AIDE

To apply go to www.roe47.org, General 
Information, Area Vacancies, Applitrack 

& complete application. 01
13

20
21

AMBOY FAMILY 
RESTAURANT

Now Hiring 
Waitresses and Cooks

Opening Soon for Dine-In 01
11

32
02

1

FRANKLIN GROVE
2 Bedroom Apartments AVAILABLE! Affordable 
rent starts at $577.00; includes water, sewer and 
garbage collection. There are laundry facilities at 

the property. To receive an application, or for more 
information, please call 1-800-686-5538.

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

01132021

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2018 Chevy Traverse 3LT, AWD 
Leather, Gray .............$26,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LT, Maroon .........$30,900
2017 GMC Acadia Denali 
AWD, Maroon ...........$28,900

2016 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, 98K mi.,  
Gray ...........................$13,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab 
Z71, 4x4, Black ..........$23,500

2020 Chevy Tahoe 4x4 LT 
Leather, Sunroof, DVD  
Nav, Silver ................$49,900
2020 Buick Enclave Avenir 
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec 
Black or White ..........$45,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, 26K Miles 
SIlver .........................$44,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Trail Boss 
Crew Cab, 4x4, 
 White .......................$42,900
2019 Chevy Traverse Premier 
AWD, 38K Miles 
Pearl White ...............$36,900
2019 Chevy Traverse 3LT 
Leather, AWD, Gray .$31,900
2019 Buick Encore Preferred 
FWD, 10k mi, White .$17,500

2018 Chevy Traverse AWD 
Premier, 54K Miles 
SIlver .........................$30,500
2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD 
20K Miles, Pepperdust ..$22,900
2018 Chevy Impala LT 
47K Miles, Blue ........$16,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, Nav., 50K Miles 
Silver .........................$16,500
2018 Chev Equinox FWD LT 
Sunroof, 62K Miles 
Black .........................$17,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
45K Miles, Tan ..........$16,500
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Remote Start, Power Seat, 
White...........................$15,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer
Satisfaction Guarantee

GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, Sunroof, Heated/
Cooled Seats, 38K Miles, Pearl White

$36,900   

2019 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier
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LOCAL NEWS
2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

2020 continued from page A6
Obituaries

Henry L. Robinson, Jr. – 
Jan. 30, 1938 – July 27, 2020

August
Aug. 5

• The Illinois High School 
Association (IHSA) Board of 
Directors met for a special 
meeting on July 29, 2020, 
where the Board announced 
its intended plans for the 
2020-21 school year. The 
COVID-19 pandemic led the 
Board to propose unprece-
dented scheduling changes 
for the 2020-21 school year. 
They include playing all 
sports over the course of trun-
cated fall, winter, spring, and 
summer seasons. As a result, 
several team sports will shift 
to new seasons, including 
football, boys’ soccer, and 
girls’ volleyball moving from 
the fall to the spring.

• Gov. JB Pritzker and 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation announced 
the second of six $250 million 
grants to counties, municipal-
ities and townships to address 
local transportation needs.

• For the first time since 
Illinois entered Phase 4 of 
the Restore Illinois Plan, a 
county in the Northern Illi-
nois Rockford Region is at the 
warning level for coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19). The 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) announced Jo 
Daviess County is considered 
to be at a warning level for 
COVID-19 today.

• The Lee County Health 
Department announced on 
Aug. 1, that there were 9 posi-
tive reports, eight of which are 
in employees and residents 
of Jack Mabley Center.  All 
cases are from one house 
and no one is severely ill at 
this time. On Aug. 3, there 
was 1 more positive case of 
COVID-19 in Lee County, 
bringing the total to 144 pos-
itive cases. The Lee County 
Health Department reports 
that an additional person has 
recovered and been lifted off 
of isolation, for a total of 118 
recovered of the 144 positive 
cases thus far.

Aug. 12
• A tentative budget and 

several personnel items were 
discussed by the Amboy Dis-
trict 272 Board of Education 
during an Aug. 6 Finance 
Committee meeting.  The 
board approved a tentative 
budget for the 2020-2021 
school year and also sched-
uled a budget hearing, which 
will take place at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 17 at Central 
School.

• The Lee County Health 
Department announced on 
Aug. 6, that there were 13 new 
cases of COVID-19, eight 
of which are from the Jack 
Mabley Center. Since Aug. 
6, the Lee County Health 
Department has reported 
eight new cases: one in his 
or her teens, three in his or 
her 20s, two in his or her 40s, 
and two in his or her 50s This 
brings the total cases to 169 
as of Aug. 9. The Lee County 
Health Department reports 
that 133 of the 169 positive 
cases have recovered thus far.

Obituaries
Ronald Vaessen – July 19, 

1940 – July 31, 2020
Gifford Fordham, Jr. – 

Feb. 3, 1948 - Aug. 6, 2020
Fay Dean Vaughn – Dec. 

13, 1922 – Aug. 6, 2020
Rodney L. Oberschelp – 

Sept. 12, 1946 – Aug. 7, 2020
Florence M. Kuebel – 

Sept. 30, 1926 – Aug. 9, 2020
Dennis J. Jones – Sept. 24, 

1949 – Aug. 5, 2020

Aug. 19
• The Draw Down is one 

of the main fundraisers the 
Amboy Lions has. This year 
the Amboy Lions wants 
to help the businesses in 
the community. Many of 
these same businesses make 
generous donations to help 
assure the Lions’ fundraisers 
success. This year the Lions 
are not asking for business 
donations, but instead $30 of 
the $60 ticket will be given 
back to these businesses, 
totaling $6,000 back into our 

community.
• The Lee County Health 

Department announced on 
Aug. 17, that for the week 
of Aug. 2-8, Lee County’s 
positivity rate and new case 
rate have increased again for 
the week. 

For the week July 26 – 
Aug. 1, Lee County was high-
er than the state’s target for 
new cases per 100,000. The 
target is 50; and Lee County 
had 58 positive cases for the 
week of July 26-Aug. 1. Lee 
County’s positivity rate has 
also increased. During that 
same week, July 26 – Aug. 1, 
Lee County’s positivity rate 
was 6.3 percent. The state 
target is 8 percent or less.

Since Aug. 11, the Lee 
County Health Department 
has reported 25 new cases: 
two in his or her teens, 9 in 
his or her 20s, 2 in his or her 
30s, 3 in his or her 40s, 4 in 
his or her 50s, 1 in his or her 
60s, 2 in his or her 70s, and 
2 in his or her 80s.

This brings the total cases 
to 197 as of Aug. 17. The Lee 
County Health Department 
reports that 152 of the 197 
positive cases have recovered 
thus far.

• The Amboy Fire Pro-
tection District has been 
awarded two grants.

The first is a $19,969.63 
grant which is an assistance to 
firefighters grant funding for 
the purchase of PPE related to 
COVID-19 response.

The second grant is a 
$120,762 Rural EMS Train-
ing Grant. This grant will 
help the department train 
more EMTs and upgrade 
four additional paramedics. It 
will also provide for tools for 
virtual learning, and training 
in responding to opiate and 
mental health related calls.

Aug. 26
• Since Aug. 17, the Lee 

County Health Department 
has reported 15 new cases: 
one in the age range 10-18, 
2 in his or her teens, 1 in his 
or her 20s, 4 in his or her 30s, 
3 in his or her 40s, 4 in his or 
her 50s, 1 in his or her 70s, 
and 1 in his or her 80s. This 
brings the total cases to 214 as 
of Aug. 24. The Lee County 
Health Department reports 
that 184 of the 214 positive 
cases have recovered thus far, 
as of Aug. 24.

Obituaries
Gayland C. Nelson - 

March 3, 1943 - Aug. 20, 2020
David Lee Grossman - 

April 3, 1944 - Aug. 18, 2020

September
Sept. 2

• With most Amboy stu-
dents back in their classrooms 
for the second week of the 
school year, on Aug. 26 Su-
perintendent Joshua Nichols 
said everyone was adapting 
well to the new safety re-
quirements. 

“We require everyone to 
wear a mask, social distance, 
and we take everyone’s tem-
perature each day - every-
thing we need to do to keep 
the kids in school,” Nichols 
said. “I know everyone’s situ-
ation is different but I believe 
it is important for kids to be 
in school rather than having 
remote learning, if possible. 
Everyone is adapting well to 
wearing masks, it’s not ideal 
but we’re soldiering on.”

• Exelon Corporation on 
Thursday announced plans 
to close two Illinois nuclear 
power plants next year in a 
decision the company claims 
is independent of legislative 
energy policy negotiations. 
But, in a news release an-
nouncing the closures, Ex-
elon’s CEO said the company 
will “continue our dialogue 
with policymakers on ways 
to prevent these closures.”

• Since Aug. 24, the Lee 
County Health Department 
has reported 6 inmates 
and two employees at the 
Dixon Correction Center 
have reported positive for 
COVID-19. This brings the 
total cases to 242 as of Aug. 
31. The Lee County Health 
Department reports that 212 
of the 242 positive cases 
have recovered thus far, as 

of Aug. 31.
• Driver’s licenses for 

Illinoisans 75 or older are 
valid one extra year beyond 
the currently listed 2020 expi-
ration date, Secretary of State 
Jesse White announced Tues-
day. Those roughly 147,000 
seniors do not need to visit a 
motor vehicle facility until 
just prior to their birthday in 
2021, the office said in a news 
release, noting it will inform 
qualifying residents in a letter.

• The Illinois High School 
Association (IHSA) Board 
of Directors met virtually 
for their regularly scheduled 
board meeting on Aug. 24, 
where the Board approved 
a plan to conduct modified 
postseason state series tour-
naments in boys’ and girls’ 
golf, boys’ and girls’ cross 
country and girls’ tennis 
this fall.

Obituaries
James (Jim) William Jack-

son - Dec. 24, 1933 - July 
29, 2020

Sept. 9
• Following the Centers 

for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) recent 
announcement on changes 
regarding COVID-19 testing 
protocols, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health (IDPH) 
is reminding all Illinois res-
idents of the importance of 
getting tested, including after 
close contact with someone 
who has tested positive.  

• The exceptionally large 
number of cases being report-
ed in Illinois on Friday, Sept. 
4 is a result of a slowdown in 
data processing within IDPH 
systems that affected the 
reporting of aggregate result 
numbers due to the large 
volume of testing occurring 
in Illinois.  On Friday, Sept. 
4, the Illinois Department of 
Health reported 5,368 new 
confirmed cases. System 
upgrades have been imple-
mented and the backlog has 
been cleared. Upgrades will 
provide the system signifi-
cantly faster capacity. The 
slowdown did not delay re-
porting of positive or negative 
results to individuals.

• Lee County has already 
exceeded the state target for 
new cases per 100,000 for the 
last several weeks. If another 
county metric does the same, 
the county would be placed on 
the warning list for Illinois. 
Region-1, which includes 
Lee County, has seen a trend 
of increased positivity rates. 
Some regions have had to 
implement additional miti-
gation measures as a result 
of their metrics. Between 
Aug. 31 and Sept. 5, the Lee 
County Health Department 
has reported a total of 28 new 
cases have been reported. 
This brings the total number 
of cases to 269. Seven other 
reported cases are in Dixon 
Correctional Center inmates. 
Of the 269 cases, 225 have 
recovered. Currently, there 
are 4 residents hospitalized 
due to COVID-19.

Sept. 16
• Amboy Community 

School District has an-
nounced the following teach-
ers have joined the school 
year for this school year: 
Baylee Ricker, Kelsi Eyster, 
Joseph Heavner, Michael 
Olson, and Abelardo Sustaita.

• Between Sept. 8 and 
Sept. 14, the Lee Coun-
ty Health Department has 
reported a total of 25 new 
cases. Two students from 
Dixon Public Schools have 
tested positive. Eleven other 
reported cases are in Dixon 
Correctional Center inmates. 
This brings the total number 
of cases to 299. Of the 299 
cases, 253 have recovered. 
Currently, there is one res-
ident hospitalized due to 
COVID-19.

• The Lee County Vet-
erans Treatment Court held 
a graduation ceremony to 
recognize three graduates 
on Thursday, Sept. 10 at the 
Old Courthouse in Dixon, 
with Associate Judge The-
resa Friel-Draper presiding. 
The ceremony marked the 
completion of an intensive 
specialized court program 

for three Veterans who have 
served in the armed services.

Obituaries
Virginia “Ginny” Morris - 

Nov. 28, 1937 - Aug. 25, 2020
Betty A. Payne - Nov. 3, 

1938 - Sept. 7, 2020

Sept. 23
• During the first month 

of in-person classes, Amboy 
schools have faced some ups 
and downs but remain open. 
Reporting at the Sept. 17 
board of education meeting, 
Superintendent Joshua Nich-
ols said the district had been 
very fortunate until recently 
when an Amboy High School 
student tested positive for 
COVID-19. Working with 
the Lee County Health De-
partment, contract tracing 
was done and an additional 
18 students had to be quaran-
tined for 14 days because of 
close contact with the positive 
student. In addition, Nichols 
said a number of other AHS 
students are also in quarantine 
because they were in close 
contact with a positive case 
outside of school, such as 
family member or relative.

• The Amboy Depot Com-
mission would like to invite 
the public to come to an open 
house on Saturday, Oct 3, 
at 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., and 
view our outdoor Museum 
grounds. They ask that ev-
eryone please wear a mask 
and because this is outdoors, 
they feel the 6-feet will be no 
problem for our public.    

• The Village of Sublette 
Board of Trustees approved 
salary increases for those 
elected and appointed after 
the April 2021 election.

• Between Sept. 15 and 
Sept. 21, the Lee County 
Health Department has re-
ported a total of 28 new cases. 
This brings the total number 
of positive cases to 327. Of 
the 327 cases, 267 have re-
covered. Currently, there is 
1 resident hospitalized due 
to COVID-19.

Obituaries
Richard I. Garland - Nov. 

3, 1929 - Sept. 14, 2020
William J. “Bill” Apple - 

March 17, 1942 - Sept. 15, 
2020

Sept. 30
• The Northern Illinois 

Rockford Region (Region 1) 
is close to being in warning 
level for coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19). The positivity 
rate for Region 1 has been 
steadily increasing. As of 
Sept. 20, Region 1 positivity 
rate is 7.5% A positivity rate 
of 8% for three consecutive 
days results in a warning level 
for COVID-19

• On Sept. 23, the Lee 
County Health Department 
announced 13 cases in Jack 
Mabley residents. All positive 
residents are from one house 
and there are currently no pos-
itive or pending employees. 
This brings the total number 
of cases to 359 as of Sept. 26. 
Of the 359 cases, 281 have 
recovered. Currently, there 
are 2 residents hospitalized 
due to COVID-19.

• The Illinois High School 
Association (IHSA) Board 
of Directors announced on 
Sept. 23 that they have voted 
to expand the IHSA State 
Series in two fall sports, 
adding a second round of 
postseason play in boys and 
girls golf and boys and girls 
cross country. There will be 
no additional fee to compete 
in the sectional round.

• The Amboy High School 
cross country teams com-
peted against Oregon and 
Winnebago on Sept. 22 at 
Oregon. The Clipper boys 
captured the team title win 
with 35 points. Oregon was 
next with 44 points and Win-
nebago tallied 45.

Obituaries
Chester E. Kilbey, Jr. - 

Aug. 13, 1927 - Sept. 23, 2020

October
Oct. 7

• Between Sept. 26 and 
Oct. 5, the Lee County Health 
Department has reported a 
total of 60 new cases have 
been reported. This brings 
the total number of cases to 

434 as of Oct. 5. Of the 434 
cases, 327 have recovered. 
Currently, there are two 
residents hospitalized due to 
COVID-19.

• Region 1 of the state’s 
reopening plan saw a second 
straight day with a COVID-19 
test positivity rate exceeding 
8 percent, according to the 
most recent data for Saturday, 
Sept. 26, as it increased to 8.3 
percent. Later Tuesday, Sept. 
29, the governor’s office an-
nounced the region would see 
increased mitigations starting 
Saturday, Oct. 3, due to the 
rising rate of spread.

• More than 2 million Il-
linois voters have requested 
vote-by-mail ballots and 
more than 26,000 such ballots 
have already been returned, 
according to the Illinois State 
Board of Elections.

• The Amboy Clippers 
continued their dominance in 
cross country by cruising to 
a triangular victory at Byron 
on Sept. 29. AHS had the top 
five runners and won with a 
perfect 15 points. Mendota 
was second with 47 points and 
Byron had 77 points.

Obituaries
Martha  Jean  Woj t -

kiewicz-Wagner - March 30, 
1925 - Sept. 30, 2020

Oct. 14
• Last week, Amboy High 

School students and families 
were notified of a temporary 
move to remote learning 
for all AHS students. A let-
ter sent by Amboy CUSD 
272 Superintendent Joshua 
Nichols on Oct. 8 explained 
that the district had consulted 
with the Lee County Health 
Department and then decided 
to pause in-person instruction 
at Amboy High School from 
Oct. 12-23. During this two-
week period, all high school 
students have been transi-
tioned to remote learning.

• Between Oct. 5 and Oct. 
12, the Lee County Health 
Department has reported a 
total of 68 new cases have 
been reported. This brings 
the total number of cases 
to 505 as of Oct. 12. Of the 
505 cases, 376 have recov-
ered. Currently, there are 4 
residents hospitalized due to 
COVID-19.

• The Amboy Clippers 
continued their cross country 
dominance by racing past two 
other teams at Genoa-Kings-
ton on Oct. 6. The Clippers 
scored 24 points, followed by 
Rockford Lutheran (34) and 
G-K (69). Rockford Lutheran 
took the girls’ race with 29 
points. The host school was 
second with 43 points and 
Amboy had 50.

• One Amboy High School 
golfer will continue on to the 
sectional round after the Clip-
pers competed in the Oregon 
Class 1A Regional on Oct. 6. 
Sophomore Wes Wilson got 
through to the sectional after 
his score of 88 was one of the 
top five among golfers not on 
a qualifying team.

Oct. 21
• Those driving past Vet-

erans Park in Amboy may 
have noticed two new murals 
on display.

The new murals are the 
work of local artist Loreen 
Mead, and are on the left and 
right side of Mead’s original 
mural of a lone solider by a 
grave with the quote, “In war, 
there are no unwounded sol-
diers,” which debuted about 
two years ago.

• The Village of Sublette 
approved projects that used 
funds from the Local CURE 
Support Program to make 
improvements to the village. 
The Local Coronavirus Ur-
gent Remediation Emergency 
(or Local CURE) Support 
Program is a support program 
for units of local government, 
outside of Cook, Lake, Will, 
Kane and DuPage County. 
This is federally funded from 
the Coronavirus Relief Fund 
using dollars allocated to 
Illinois through the CARES 
Act, and will reimburse units 
of local government for costs 
incurred during March 1 
through Dec. 30, 2020.

• Between Oct. 13 and Oct. 
19, the Lee County Health 

Department has reported a 
total of 92 new cases have 
been reported. This brings 
the total number of cases 
to 607 as of Oct. 19. Of the 
607 cases, 436 have recov-
ered. Currently, there are 5 
residents hospitalized due to 
COVID-19.

• A drive-by parade was 
held for Darlene Hinkle’s 
birthday and to also say 
goodbye on Oct. 14. The 
parade of cars left the Amboy 
Junior High at 1 p.m. Hinkle 
has sold her house in Amboy 
and will be moving into the 
Chicago Suburbs.

• The Amboy High School 
cross country teams conclud-
ed the 2020 regular season 
with first-place finishes in 
a home meet on Oct. 15 at 
Shady Oaks. The boys had 
29 points and rolled over 
Polo (46) and Galena (48). 
Freeport Aquin did not have 
a full squad of runners to 
compete. The Lady Clippers 
made it a clean sweep for 
Amboy by beating Freeport 
Aquin, 23-32, neither Polo 
or Galena had a full squad of 
runners to compete.

Obituaries
Joseph “Joe” Wayne 

Brown, Sr. - Aug. 9, 1945 - 
Oct. 10, 2020

William G. Hull, Jr. - Feb. 
18, 1936 - Oct. 7, 2020

Oct. 28
• “Remote learning is here 

- let’s deal with it.” That sen-
timent, which was expressed 
by Amboy School Board 
member Katie Pratt during 
the Oct. 20 Board of Educa-
tion meeting, kick-started a 
lengthy discussion on what 
improvements could be made 
to make remote learning 
better for everyone involved. 
Pratt said the Amboy School 
District was fortunate because 
there was a good foundation 
for remote instruction when 
the pandemic hit in March.

• The Amboy Lions Club 
added some fun to the Central 
School’s  Fourth Grade Class 
daily routine with a pumpkin 
decorating contest. Lion Jim 
Travi harvested and delivered 
pumpkins for each fourth 
grade student at Central 
School. The pumpkins were 
donated by Country Kids 
Produce in Peru.

• Governor Pritzker and 
the Illinois Department 
of Public Health (IDPH) 
are announcing additional 
COVID-19 mitigation efforts 
that will be implemented 
in Region 1, Northwestern 
Illinois, beginning at 12:01 
a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 25, 
2020. After mitigation efforts 
initially took effect in Region 
1 on Oct. 3, the positivity rate 
has remained the highest in 
the state, with the region re-
porting an 11.9 percent rolling 
positivity rate today, Oct. 22.

• Between Oct. 20 and Oct. 
26, the Lee County Health 
Department has reported a 
total of 127 new cases have 
been reported. This brings 
the total number of cases 
to 734 as of Oct. 26. Of the 
734 cases, 517 have recov-
ered. Currently, there are 6 
residents hospitalized due to 
COVID-19.

• The Sublette Fire De-
partment was recently fea-
tured on the This Week in 
AgriBusiness TV program. 
Nick Dinges, Assistant Fire 
Chief, was interviewed by 
Max Armstrong regarding 
volunteerism in rural fire 
departments. The interview 
was videoed at the Sublette 
Fire Station.

• Both of the Amboy High 
School cross country teams 
advanced to the sectional 
round after competing in the 
St. Bede Class 1A Regional 
on Oct. 24 in Peru.

The Clipper boys were 
crowned regional champions 
by a wide margin. Amboy 
scored 50 points and beat its 
nearest competitor, Sterling 
Newman, by 42 points.

Obituaries
Tiffany E. Blake - Dec. 11, 

1970 - Oct. 18, 2020
2020 Year 

In Review will continue 
in the Jan. 20th edition 

of the Amboy News
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By Spencer 
Morrissey

Clipper 
Highlights

Clipper Highlights: #34 Dennis Ely
SPORTS

This week is very 
special as our nom-
inee is, not only 

a great Clipper, but a key 
member on the 1984 State 
Championship team. This 
week’s Clipper is State 
Champion, #34, Dennis Ely.

Dennis was a 1985 grad-
uate of Amboy High School. 
Dennis played tailback on 
the 1984 State Champion-
ship team. For those of you 
that have watched the 1984 
highlight film, you all know 
exactly how good Dennis was 
during his time as a Clipper. 

Dennis had to miss the 
1983 season, his junior sea-
son, due to a knee injury. 
It is the belief of former 
teammate, Dan Etheridge, 
and probably several others, 
that if Dennis had been able 
to play his junior season, 
Amboy would have two State 
Football Championships. 
From seeing Dennis’ exploits 
on the gridiron there is not a 
doubt in my mind that could 
have been the case. 

It’s no secret and even 
I get misty eyed typing it, 
that Dennis and the 1984 
Clippers did what all of us 
have dreamt of from the ages 
of 14-17. Dennis was a 1st 
team All Conference tailback 
his senior season. Not only 
did the Clipper backfield 
average roughly 8 yards per 
rush attempt, but Dennis was 
just as key of an ingredient 
in the Clipper’s aerial attack. 

“Dennis had some of the 
best hands on the team. He 
could catch anything,” a 
statement that was made by 
former teammate Brad Goy. 

Dennis shared that every 

conference game was always 
a tough battle, some being 
more difficult than the first 
couple playoff matchups. 
Dennis did state, “it was a 
dream come true to win a 
State Championship.” 

For those that don’t know, 
Dennis and his fellow se-
niors, had one common goal 
from their eighth grade sea-
son all the way to their senior 
season....a State Champion-
ship. As I spoke to Dennis 
last night, he spoke several 
times of the common goal 
and the closeness of the 1984 
Championship team. 

All great teams have 
100% buy-in to the common 
goal. The 1984 Clippers 
simply had more. They had 
the fun that comes with the 
game, the work ethic that 
was needed to achieve that 
level of success, but more 
importantly the confidence 
to say “we are gonna run it 
right here, at your best guy. 
Stop it.” No challenge was 
too great. Their dream of 
a State Championship was 
always in their own hands 
and hearts and they refused to 
believe any different. Dennis 
embodied that mindset in his 
own style of play. Dennis 
would run over, around, or 
through defenders twice his 
size. No pass was uncatch-
able, no yard was too long, 
and no end zone was too far 
away. Dennis sacrificed so 
much for the common goal 
as he played hurt more than 
once during his senior sea-
son. After talking to Dennis, 
I learned that the common 
goal meant nothing without 
his team, all 44 of them. 

#34 Dennis Ely

Dennis gave it all for them 
and the common goal simply 
followed. A true leader, a true 
teammate. 

Dennis’ former team-
mates, Brad Goy, Sam Jones, 
and Dan Etheridge were all 
interviewed to speak about 
what it was like to play with 
Dennis. All three, all great 
Clippers and will all have 
their day on this highlight, 
said Dennis was “hard 
nosed,” “tough as nails,” and 
“nothing could stop him.” 

Dennis’ toughness, ath-
leticism, and leadership 
were the focal points Dennis’ 
teammates spoke of. I want 
to focus on the toughness. 
We have had our fair share of 
“tough” Clippers shared on 
this page. I believe all of us 
that wore an Amboy uniform 
are tougher men than those 
from other teams or towns. 
Dennis’ toughness is not 
playing through injuries or 
the sacrifices he put his body 
through for that extra yard or 
touchdown. Dennis’ tough-

ness is defined by going 
through summer workouts 
after a long days work on the 
farm, going through double 
practices then going to bail 
hay until the sun went down, 
and waking up early on a 
November morning to duck 
hunt and then going to get 
some more in the afternoon...
only on the gridiron. 

Dennis, alike all other 
highlights thus far, loves 
most that he got to share 
these special moments in 
Amboy Football History 
with all of his closest friends. 
Friends he still stays in touch 
with today. Dennis admits it 
makes his “hair stand up on 
his neck” to hear our fight 
song as it takes him back 
to the 1984 season and all 
of its glory. The speed the 
athleticism, and the practices 
that were more challenging 
than some conference games 
is what Dennis remembers 
best.

What Dennis and his 
teammates of the 1984 
State Championship season 
might not know is that their 
successes fueled an entire 
new generation of Amboy 
Football. The 1984 Champi-
onship highlight tape would 
not only be used to instruct 
young quarterbacks, like 
me, how to run the option 
but was used to motivate 
numerous Clipper teams. 
That film was watched by 
hundreds of Clippers to 
follow, before the season, 
before big games, and each 
year before playoffs. 

So, to State Champion, 
#34, Dennis Ely, thank 
you for your contributions 

to Amboy Football. Thank 
you for all you and the 1984 
Amboy Clippers did for 
those that followed you in 
wearing the Clipper Red. 
More importantly thank you 
for the time you took for this 
highlight. I heard in Dennis’ 
voice what we all have and 
feel for Amboy Football. 
The pride, the tradition, the 
work, but, most importantly, 
the common goal of Clipper 
greatness. Sail on!

Spencer Morrissey, is a 
former resident of Amboy 

and 2009 graduate of Am-
boy High School. In April 
2020, he created a private 
Facebook group specifi-
cally for Amboy Clipper 
Football Alumni. To have 
played Amboy football for 
any period of time, 1 year 
or all 4 years, is the only 
membership requirement. 
The group features photos, 
stories, and memories of past 
Clippers and Clipper teams. 
The best feature of the group 
is every Friday, he highlights 
a former player.

BLOOMINGTON – Illinois High School 
Association (IHSA) Executive Director 
Craig Anderson, members of the IHSA staff, 
and Illinois Elementary School Association 
(IESA) staff members met virtually with 
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike, Deputy Governor 
Jesse Ruiz, and IDPH Chief of Staff Justin 
DeWitt on the evening of Jan. 6.

“We appreciate the dialogue with state 
leadership and believe it is crucial that it con-
tinue moving forward,” said IHSA Executive 
Director Craig Anderson. “We understand that 
the state faces shifting priorities as it continues 
to fight the pandemic, while also beginning the 
distribution of the vaccine. There was no ex-
pectation that a single meeting would resolve 
all our questions. However, we believe that 

IHSA updates high school sports status following meeting with IDPH
collaboration with state officials is vital for 
the IHSA to be able to develop an informed 
plan for the 300,000-plus student-athletes 
and over 800 high schools that encompass 
the Association.”

IHSA and IESA leadership used the 
meeting to reintroduce recommended mit-
igations from the IHSA Sports Medicine 
Advisory Committee (SMAC), as well as 
to seek understanding on any preliminary 
insight IDPH may have related to the return 
of interscholastic sports. 

The IHSA also asked IDPH leadership to 
review the risk levels of all remaining sports, 
with consideration for lowering some sports 
from their current risk levels.

“We believe that there is both data and 
science that validates the idea that we can 
safely conduct sports,” said Anderson. “We 
have seen it work in other states and believe 
it can in Illinois if we utilize the mitigations 
provided by IDPH and the IHSA SMAC. 

Students are already leaving or participating 
out-of-state on weekends. We believe that 
competing for their high school remains the 
safest venue for participation.”

All IHSA sports remain on pause at the 
moment. Low risk sports may not begin until 
the state returns to Phase 4 in the All Sports 
Policy. The IHSA Board of Directors are 
scheduled to meet again on Jan. 13.

“Our Board of Directors is going to have 
difficult decisions to make regarding the 
seasons’ for medium- and high-risk sports 
very soon,” said Anderson. “With no specif-
ic IDPH timeline or statistical benchmarks 
established for the return of sports and the 
calendar shrinking, putting together a puzzle 
that allows for all sports to be played becomes 
increasingly improbable. We continue to 
urge all residents of our state to be diligent 
in their efforts to adhere to safety guidelines, 
as a lower positivity rate remains the key to 
athletics returning.”

Snowmobilers should focus on 
safety when hitting the trails 
this winter 

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (IDNR) reminds 
snowmobile operators and riders to focus on 
safety this winter when snowfall allows for 
snowmobile riding.

“Snowmobile operators should carefully 
review their safety checklist before hitting the 
trails this winter,” said Jeff Hopkins, IDNR 
Safety Education Administrator. “Accidents 
are often preventable if snowmobile drivers 
and riders take reasonable and proper pre-
cautions.”

Basic safety tips for safe snowmobiling 
include: 

• Never consume alcohol or drugs before 
or during a ride; 

• Know your equipment, and make sure 
that equipment is in proper working order; 

• Wear sensible, protective clothing de-
signed for snowmobiling, including a full-size 
helmet, goggles, or face shield to prevent 
injuries from twigs, stones, ice chips, and 
flying debris; 

• Avoid wearing long scarves, which may 
get caught in moving parts of the snowmobile; 

• Know the terrain you are going to ride; 

• Be aware of trails or portions of trails 
that may be closed; 

• Drowning is one cause of snowmobile 
fatalities; when not familiar with the body 
of water or thickness of the ice, avoid these 
areas; 

• Know the weather forecast, and especial-
ly the ice and snow conditions in the area; 

• Always use the buddy system and never 
ride alone or unaccompanied; 

• Be careful when crossing roads; come 
to a complete stop and make sure no traffic 
is approaching from any direction; and 

• Travel at a reasonable rate of speed for 
visibility and conditions. 

“In most instances, knowing the trail 
and traveling at a reasonable rate of speed 
for trail conditions can prevent accidents,” 
Hopkins added. “Staying alert and sober is a 
must. Unfortunately, far too many accidents 
involve impaired operators, resulting in 
injuries and fatalities.” 

Snowmobile safety information is avail-
able on the IDNR website at https://www2.
illinois.gov/dnr/safety/Pages/Snowmobile-
Safety.aspx 
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SPORTS
Meet the Amboy High School Girls Basketball Seniors

#34 Brianna Blaine 
Position:  Post or Guard.  
This is Bri’s 4th year playing basketball, she also plays 

volleyball. 
She will be attending The University of Iowa in the fall 

to major in Human Physiology or Biology to be a Physician 
Assistant.

Her favorite part about basketball is the bond they all share, 
and the memories they have made in the past 7 or 8 years. 
She also loves the support they get from the entire town; it 
means so much to them. 

She would like to shout out to her parents and siblings 
for coming to all her games. She also wants to shout out to 
Coach Hobbs for making her shoot the ball more during her 
Sophomore and Junior year. 

#11 Tori Daniels 
Position:  Guard
Tori has played 4 years of basketball.
She is undecided on what college she would like to attend, 

but she wants to be a Radiologist Technician then eventually 
work up to be an Ultrasound Technician. 

Her favorite thing about basketball is the idea that 
they aren’t just a team, they are a family. Everything they 
do, they do together and for each other. No one is the 
main player, everyone has an effort that is being put in, 
whether it be from on the court or the support that comes 
from the bench, they play as a team and win as a team.  

#25 Madelyn Mclaughlin
Position:  Guard 
Madelyn has played basketball for 3 years. She also plays 

volleyball, softball, and cross country. 
She would like to attend a college to pursue her career in 

being an Elementary Education Teacher. 
She loves playing basketball, to be with her friends, and 

have fun while doing it. 
She sends a shout out to her parents, Jim and Stephanie, 

Brother, Mitchell, Grandparents, Coaches, and everyone that 
has helped her along the way.

#21 Eden Lindenmeyer
Position:  Guard
Eden has played basketball for 4 years. She has also played 

softball and volleyball for 4 years.
She would like to pursue a career in being a florist at 

Kishwaukee College. 
She loves basketball because it has become a family and 

she can count on all of them to be there for her. 
She would like to thank all her Coaches for always 

encouraging her to do her best in sports and her family for 
supporting and taking care of me.  Also, she would like to 
thank everyone who’s been there for her checking in on her 
diabetes and her health in general.  She really appreciates 
all of you. 

#23 Mallory Powers 
Position:  Guard
Mallory has played 4 years of basketball.  She also plays 

softball and volleyball.  
She will be attending Illinois Wesleyn University in the 

fall to continue playing basketball and to study Kinesiology 
and become an OT or Athletic Trainer.  

She loves basketball because it is enjoyable, and she has 
made many lifelong memories with her teammates. 

She wants to give a shout out to her parents for everything 
they have done for her throughout her high school career.  Her 
brother, for being her biggest supporter and shaping her into 
a different person.  Her Grandparents for always coming to 
her games and supporting her. Her coaches, for the encour-
agement and assistance they have gave her. And of course, 
to the Clipper fans, we love you so much and want to thank 
you for all the support and atmosphere you created for us!  

#33 Gabby Jones
Position:  Post
Gabby has played 4 years of basketball.  She also plays 

volleyball and softball. 
She loves Amboy girls’ basketball because they are all so 

close, just like family.  They get in the gym, get what they need 
to get done while having fun and go execute the next game.  

She would like to go to school to be an orthodontist.  
She would like to give a shout out to her family for all 

the love and support they have given her; she wouldn’t be 
where she is without them. Not only as an athlete, but as a 
person! She loves you all!

#4 Abi Payne 
Position:  Point Guard 
Abi has played 4 years of basketball. 
She will be attending Ripon College contributing to both 

academic and basketball careers.  
She loves basketball because she gets to play with her 

friends, and she loves all the supporters that come to their 
games and cheer them on.  

Abi would like to give a shoutout to her family for all 
love and support they give her. She loves you guys so much! 

The Amboy Boys Basketball Seniors will be 
featured in the next edition of 

the Amboy News.
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli HoursAmboy Deli Hours

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7 am – 9 pm

Sunday, 8 am – 8 pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Wide A Wake 
Coffee 
10 Ct Pod or 11-12 oz Ground

Food Club 
Orange Juice 
52 oz

Bolthous Baby 
Carrots 
1 lb bag

Navel Oranges 
4 lb Bag

Tri-Colored 
Peppers 
3 Ct

White 
Mushrooms 
Whole or Sliced

Sale goes through Jan. 19, 2021
01132021

Kellogg’s 
Poptarts 
Assorted 11.7 oz

Food Club 
Shredded 
Cheese 
8 oz Assorted

Hass Avocados

Food Club Sour 
Cream 
16 oz

Food Club 
Peanut Butter 
Assorted 16 oz

Food Club 
Waffles 
Assorted 12.3 oz

Red or Green 
Seedless 
Grapes

Dole Red or 
Yukon Gold 
Potates 
3-5lb bag

Dole Iceberg 
Head of 
Lettuce

Food Club 
Cream Cheese 
Brick 
8 oz

Beef Pot Roast 
Fully Cooked

BBQ Bone-In 
Pork Chops

Amboy Big 
Beef Burger

Cow Belle 
Ice Cream 
48 oz

Kids Cuisine 
Assorted 8-10 oz

Food Club Salad 
Dressing 
Assorted 16 oz

“The greater danger for most of us isn’t that our aim is too high and miss it,  
but that it is too low and we reach it.” – Michelangelo

Sale Prices Valid Jan. 13-19 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

$$114949
head

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

$$332929
ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $2.49 ea.

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $2.39 ea.

$$669999
lb.

Reg. Price $7.99 lb.

$$114949
ea.

Reg. Price $2.19 ea.

$$224949
ea.

Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

$$339999
ea.

$$112929
ea.

Reg. Price $1.79 ea.

$$224949
ea.

Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

$$339999
ea.

$$114949
ea.

Reg. Price $1.89 ea.

2/2/$$55
Reg. Price $3.49 ea.

9999¢¢
ea,

$$116969
container

$$339999
Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

$$113939
ea.

Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

$$229999
lb.

$$229999
ea. 6969¢¢

ea.

U.S.D.A. Beef 
Ribeyes

Any Party Size 
Chips 
Assorted

$$999999
lb.

Reg. Price $13.99 lb..

$$229999
lb.

Reg. Price $4.99 lb.

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $4.79-5.29 ea.

$$116969
ea.

Reg. Price $2.19 ea.

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

Pepsi Products 
2 Liter Bottles

AMBOY 
DELI
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