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Winter blast
All means of snow removal, from a City of 
Mendota plow to a small snow blower, have 
been used in the last week as the area saw 2020 
go out and 2021 come in with the first measur-
able snowfalls of the winter season. A mixture 
of snow and ice put down three to four inches 
of precipitation during the final week of last 
year, and then back-to-back snowfalls of about 
two inches each welcomed in the new year. The 
Mendota area looks like it will be getting a break 
from the white stuff over the next 10 days with 
no snow in the forecast, but with temperatures 
hovering at or slightly below freezing, the snow 
that has already fallen will likely be sticking 
around for a while. (Reporter photos)

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota City Council handled 
several items of business at 
its first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 4.

The main topic of con-
versation was whether or 
not to increase the rent for 
Mendota Area Senior Ser-
vices, which occupies part 
of the Mendota Civic Center. 
The city currently charges 
MASS $250 per month. The 
city is proposing to raise the 
monthly rent to $450. MASS 
is asking that the monthly 
charge go up $50 per month 
in each of the next four years.

The city pays all of the 
utilities and maintenance for 
the civic center, and also for 
a deep cleaning to the area on 
a quarterly basis. The electric 
bill for the building averages 
$1,800 per month.

No action was taken by 
the council. Mayor David 
Boelk referred the matter to 

committee, which will have a 
recommendation for the full 
council at the next regular 
meeting.

Alderman John Holland 
informed fellow council 
members that he will be 
reaching out to city de-
partment heads soon to 
beginning scheduling budget 
meetings for February.

Water Department super-
intendent Tim Kimrey said 
Aqua Backflow of Elgin will 
be surveying all homes in the 
city for backflow prevention 
purposes. Postcards will 
be sent to all homeowners 
requesting information for 
each residence. Responses 
will be offered in a variety of 
ways. Homeowners should 
be receiving the survey card 
by the end of January.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, Jan. 18 at 
5:30 p.m.

Council discusses
MASS rental fee
q New FY budgeting process to begin

By JERRY NOWICKI,
PETER HANCOCK, 
SARAH MANSUR,
RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – It was 
a year like no other, and one 
most Americans would just 
as soon forget, but 2020 is 
sure to last in the history 
books as one of the most tu-
multuous in modern history.

It was a year when face 
masks and hand sanitizer 
became ubiquitous items 
of everyday life and when 
major sporting events that 
many Americans use to mark 
the passage of time were 
canceled or delayed.

It was also a year marked 
by racial and social unrest 
following the killings of 
George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor and other Black 
Americans at the hands of 
police. And it was a year of 
economic catastrophe that 
brought about some of the 
highest unemployment rates 
the nation has seen.

For Illinois, the year 
seemed to begin on a hopeful 
note. The state was running 
a budget surplus for the 
first time in many years. By 
February, unemployment 
had fallen to an all-time low.

But things were about to 
change amid a backdrop of 
pandemic and government 
corruption scandals that 
rocked the foundation of 
power of the nation’s lon-
gest-serving state legislative 
leader.

 COVID-19 pandemic
On Jan. 24, a Chicago 

woman who had just re-
turned home from Wuhan, 

Pandemic, social unrest 
among top 2020 stories

China, where the COVID-19 
pandemic originated, tested 
positive for the disease. A 
few days later, her husband 
tested positive as well, mark-
ing the first known instance 
of person-to-person spread 
in the U.S.

On March 9, Gov. JB 
Pritzker declared a statewide 
disaster and quickly began 
invoking his emergency 
powers with a series of 
executive orders including 
closure of K-12 schools 
to in-person learning and 
a statewide stay-at-home 
order that brought much 
of the state’s economy to a 
grinding halt.

By year’s end, COVID-19 
had claimed the lives of more 
than 16,000 Illinoisans as 
the rapid distribution of a 
pair of vaccines marked new 
hope that the “beginning of 
the end” of the pandemic 
was near.

 Madigan scandal
After more than three 

decades as one of the most 
powerful men in the state, 
Illinois House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan faced an 
uncertain political future as 
2020 neared its end. 

His future as speaker 
and Democratic Party of 
Illinois chairman was first 

By SARAH MANSUR
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – When a new year 
begins in Illinois, there typically are 
dozens if not hundreds of new laws 
going into effect.

Not this year. Like so many other 
things in 2020, the legislative spring 
session was stunted by COVID-19. 
Once the global pandemic reached 
Illinois in March, the General Assem-
bly would meet for only four more 
days — wrapping up the odd session 
during masked and socially distanced 
gatherings at the Capitol and Bank of 
Springfield Center. The fall veto session 
was scrapped altogether.

As a result, only three new laws will 
take effect on Jan. 1, 2021. Here’s a look 
at them, as well as the next increase in 
the minimum wage.

Insulin costs cap
Senate Bill 667 (Public Act 101-

0625) amends the Illinois Insurance 
Code to cap out-of-pocket insulin costs 
at $100 per month for all patients using 
a state regulated insurance plan, regard-
less of the amount of insulin or type of 
covered prescription insulin drug used 
to fill the insured patient’s prescription.

Roughly 1.3 million adults in Illinois, 
or 12.5 percent of the population, have 
diabetes, according to the legislation.

SB 667 also provides that the Illinois 
Department of Insurance, along with 
the Department of Human Services 

and the Department of Healthcare and 
Family Services, must create a public 
insulin pricing report that includes a 
summary of insulin pricing practices 
and public policy recommendations to 
control and prevent the overpricing of 
insulin prescriptions.

Sen. Andy Manar, D-Bunker Hill, 
chief sponsor of the Senate bill, said in 
a statement that the legislation shows 
Illinoisans don’t have to accept costly 
prescriptions as the status quo.

“We can change the fact that pre-
scription medication costs more in the 
United States than any place in the 
world. This legislation passed because 
people spoke up and told their story. This 
historic legislation doesn’t become law 
without them and their effort,” Manar 
said in the statement.
Use of DNA in missing person cases

House Bill 2708 (Public Act 101-
0266) amends the Missing Persons 
Identification Act to allow law enforce-
ment agencies to obtain a DNA sample 
of a missing person or a DNA reference 
sample from family members’ DNA, 

once a missing person report is made.
The law also provides that law en-

forcement cannot retain DNA samples 
from family members or the missing 
person after the person has been located.

It also adds the National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons System, a national 
information clearinghouse for missing 
persons, to the list of laboratories that 
law enforcement agencies can work with 
when trying to find a missing person.

Sen. Tony Munoz, D-Chicago, who 
was one of the bill’s sponsors, said in 
a news release that using the national 
system will hopefully help law enforce-
ment find missing people sooner.

“Successfully finding a missing per-
son requires law enforcement to move 
fast, and we want to make sure they 
have every tool available to do their 
job,” Munoz said in the release. 

Keeping victims’ 
addresses confidential

House Bill 2818 (Public Act 101-
0270) amends the Address Confidential-
ity for Victims of Domestic Violence Act 
by including survivors of sexual assault 
and stalking in the Illinois Address 
Confidentiality Program (ACP), which 
offers survivors protection from their 
abusers by allowing them to acquire 
and use a substitute address instead of 
their real address.

Only three new laws ring in new year

Increases to $11/hour
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Thinking about buying a house?
Getting married or having a baby?

Confused about the best way to prepare for retirement?
Trust our knowledge and experience in money matters to expertly 

answer all of your financial questions. Whether you’re applying for
a home mortgage, comparing education savings plans or simply saving 

for the future, we have fiscal solutions to meet your unique needs. 

To discuss your financial concerns, stop in or schedule an 
appointment anytime. Our advice is always friendly and free! 

Money Questions Answered

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
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Peru, IL 61354
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Feeling all warm & fuzzy 
Residents and staff at Heritage Health in Mendota welcomed some special guests 
for a socially distant visit on Dec. 30. Mendota veterinarian Cathy Wolf, top right, 
brought her draft pony, Blaze, who was decked out in some colorful holiday lights. 
She was accompanied by her daughter, Faith Brandt, right, who brought along her 
dog, Wonder. Wolf was also assisted by her friend, Nicki Potts, who helped with 
Blaze. Wolf said the residents were thrilled to see and interact with the animals 
through the facility’s large front windows. (Photos contributed)

BEST, Inc. 
wants to help 
make 2021 
‘your year’

MENDOTA - Business 
Employment Skills Team 
(BEST, Inc.) encourages 
anyone who is looking for 
employment or a new career 
in 2021 to give them a call. 
BEST, Inc. assists in helping 
adults, dislocated workers, 
and youth gain meaning-
ful employment with job 
search assistance, On-the-
Job Training (OJT) and 
paid work experience. They 
also have apprenticeship 
programs and offer services 
to individuals affected by the 
opioid epidemic.

“As we say goodbye to 
2020 we want to help those 
who faced challenges with 
employment or training,” 
said Carrie Folken, execu-
tive director of BEST, Inc. 
“BEST, Inc. is here to help 
you whether it is for training, 
finding a job or getting a 
better job.” 

BEST, Inc. is a federal-
ly-funded agency assisting 
local companies to thrive 
in today’s complex, com-
petitive and ever-changing 
economy. Their professional 
staff will meet with employ-
ers to assess their needs and 
determine an appropriate im-
plementation plan. “We have 
a multitude of free services to 
help business with training, 
hiring and retention,” said 
Dianna Schuler, business 
services manager for BEST, 
Inc. “If you have any ques-
tions about how we can help 
your business thrive in 2021, 
do not hesitate to call me at 
(815) 631-2990 to schedule 
a meeting.” 

BEST, Inc. has received a 
grant to expand apprentice-
ship opportunities. Please 
contact Nikelle Tellier, 
project navigator for the 

St. Margaret’s Hospital and IVCH finalize affiliation
 ♦ New regional health network went into effect on Jan. 1, 2021

SPRING VALLEY - St. Margaret’s Hospital 
in Spring Valley and Illinois Valley Community 
Hospital (IVCH) in Peru have finalized arrange-
ments to consolidate their healthcare operations to 
form a regional health network. The organization 
will be known as St. Margaret’s Health and will 
be governed by SMP Health System. Effective 
Jan. 1, IVCH will be known as St. Margaret’s 
Health-Peru, while St. Margaret’s Hospital will 
be known as St. Margaret’s Health-Spring Valley.

“We are extremely pleased that, after a two-year 
process, we have finalized the agreement to form 
one entity that will serve the healthcare needs of the 
Illinois Valley,” said Aaron Alton, President/CEO 
of SMP Health System. “We want to welcome our 
new colleagues from St. Margaret’s Health-Peru 
to the SMP Health System. We look forward to 
working together to create a vibrant healthcare 
network and enhance the care our patients have 
come to expect from us.”

Tim Muntz, President/CEO of St. Margaret’s 
Health, added, “In coming together, we support 
a shared vision for the efficient delivery of high 
quality healthcare in the region. Our affiliation 
presents an exciting opportunity to enhance the 
services we provide, while also strengthening the 
financial health of the organization. A thorough 
assessment is currently underway to streamline 
operations and explore new services our com-
munities may need. We expect this process to be 
completed within two years.”

Driver services facilities reopen; expiration dates extended to June 1 
SPRINGFIELD - Illinois Secre-

tary of State Jesse White is remind-
ing the public that Driver Services 
facilities statewide reopened on Jan. 
5. Face masks are required and social 
distancing and other safety measures 
will remain in place. 

White also reminds the public that 
driver’s licenses and ID card expira-
tion dates have been extended until 
June 1. As a result, people do not need 

to rush to visit a facility, especially 
during winter weather conditions.

Additionally, White stressed that 
many transactions can be conducted 
online at www.cyberdriveillinois.
com instead of waiting at a facility. 
Some of these services include:

• Renewing a license plate sticker; 
• Renewing a valid driver’s license 

for qualifying drivers; 
• Renewing a valid ID card for 

those age 22-64 (seniors 65 and older 
have free, non-expiring IDs);

• Obtaining a driver record ab-
stract; 

• Filing Business Services doc-
uments, such as incorporations and 
annual reports; and 

• Customers with issues involving 
administrative hearings may contact 
adminhearings@ilsos.gov. 

In an effort to reduce facility 

visits for in-person service, White 
has expanded online renewals for 
driver’s licenses and ID cards. Not 
everyone qualifies, particularly those 
who are required to pass a written 
or road test. For qualifying drivers, 
individuals will receive a letter with 
a unique PIN approximately 90 days 
before the expiration date. The PIN is 

See DRIVER, Page A4
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OSF Saint Paul honored for excellence in quality care
MENDOTA – The Illi-

nois Critical Care Access 
Hospital Network (ICAHN) 
recently recognized OSF 
HealthCare Saint Paul Med-
ical Center, Mendota for 
its ongoing commitment to 
exceptional quality of care, 
during a ceremony as part of 
ICAHN’s annual conference 
via Zoom. 

As part of the Feder-
al Office of Rural Health 
Policy Medicare Benefi-
ciary Quality Improvement 
Program (MBQIP), OSF 
Saint Paul and other critical 
access hospitals were asked 
to voluntarily participate 
in four defined domains of 
quality outcomes. These four 
domains include: Patient 
Safety/Inpatient; Patient En-
gagement; Care Transitions; 
and Outpatient Measures. 

OSF Saint Paul was hon-
ored for being a top perform-
er in all domains. 

“Often, in rural hospi-
tals, having a devoted staff 

member to abstract and 
submit this data can be both 
time-consuming and burden-
some,” said Laura Fischer, 
ICAHN Flex Coordinator. 
“This hospital realizes how 
important quality of care 
and an engaged staff is for 
its inpatients. From its top 
leadership on throughout 
the facility, each strives for 
continued quality on a daily 
basis, and that is what we are 
celebrating today.” 

“We are very proud of 
our team for achieving 
this level of excellence in 
healthy quality,” said Dawn 
Trompeter, President, OSF 
Saint Paul. “This is truly a 
team effort that recognizes 
our dedication to delivering 
a healthcare experience of 
which our patients and staff 
can be proud.” 

ICAHN, located in Princ-
eton, is a network of 57 
small, rural Illinois hospitals 

dedicated to strengthening 
the operations of its member 
hospitals through collabo-
ration. The organization is 
composed of Illinois hospi-
tals who have earned critical 
access hospital designation 
by the Center for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services. 
ICAHN is recognized nation-
ally for its work with rural 
healthcare and administers 
several state, federal, and 
private healthcare programs. 
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take
your hometown

news wherever 
you go!

You may be miles from home, but you 
never have to feel far away with an online 

subscription to the Mendota Reporter!
Give your child a little piece  of home they can take with them anywhere 

they go – their hometown news online at www.mendotareporter.com!

• Same great content
• Identical to paper edition
• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it
• Back issues available

E-mail acaylor@mendotareporter.com 
or call 815-539-9396 for your password 
today. You can also register online by 
visiting our website.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

Carl’s Quiz
In what sport did the word ‘stymie’ 

originate?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Rabbits have no 
vocal cords - but they are not always completely 

silent. A stressed-out rabbit can make some terrifying 
grunting sounds as if in pain and can produce me-

chanical sounds from eating carrots, etc. But rabbits 
don’t make any sounds from the mouth and most of 

the time just sit quietly and mind their business.
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

BEST

Continued from Page A2

See IVCH, Page A4
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apprenticeship program, at 
(815) 200-3196 for more 
information.  

BEST, Inc. helps with 
training and education. 
“2021 may be the year you 
want to invest in yourself 
with training or education 
for a new career,” said Joel 
Torbeck, program manager 
for BEST, Inc. “BEST, Inc. 

may be able to financially 
assist you with tuition, books, 
fees, childcare, travel, etc. to 
help you gain new skills.”  

For more information, 
contact Torbeck at (815) 
640-9405.

Training and employment 
programs are also available 
to help those affected by the 
opioid crisis. For more infor-
mation, contact Kerri Hicks 
at (815) 872-0255.   

Best, Inc. serves  area 

counties including Bureau, 
Carroll, Jo Daviess, LaSalle, 
Lee, Ogle, Putnam and Wh-
iteside. Due to COVID-19, 
offices are closed to walk-ins, 
but staff will assist by call ing 
(815) 625-9648 to schedule.  

IVCH awarded for commitment to 
improving cardiac arrest survival

PERU - Adoption and 
consistent use of an innova-
tive CPR training program 
has earned Illinois Valley 
Community Hospital official 
designation as an RQI Light-
house Organization, joining 
IVCH with a group of hospi-
tals from around the country 
that have demonstrated 
resuscitation best practices 
using the RQI program.

IVCH was the first hos-
pital in Illinois to use the 
RQI system to train nurses 
and other clinical provid-
ers in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation. The hospital 
implemented the system, 
which is endorsed by the 
American Heart Association, 
four years ago.  

“With RQI, our staff prac-
tices hands-on CPR skills 
with a manikin every three 
months through a system 

that provides live feedback. 
This allows staff to provide 
the best quality CPR in an 
emergent situation,” said 
nurse educator Ashley Freit-
ag. “IVCH is honored to be 
at the leading edge in CPR 
certification while bringing 
the most up-to-date CPR 
training to our providers 
and staff.”

IVCH officials say RQI 
training techniques have 
helped the hospital’s clini-
cal staff achieve sustained 
mastery of high-quality 
CPR skills and competence, 
resulting in improved patient 
outcomes. RQI Lighthouse 
Organizations align with the 
RQI mission to eliminate pre-
ventable death from sudden 
cardiac arrest.

RQI training was devel-

The Lighthouse Award for excellence in CPR training 
was presented to IVCH via ZOOM call. Displaying the 
award, left to right, are Robert Fortney, MSN, chief 
nursing officer; Ashley Freitag, BSN, nursing educator; 
Melissa Balma, BSN, OB department director; and Renee 
Rebholz, Ed.D, who initiated RQI at IVCH in 2016. 
(Photo contributed)

Learn the importance of Illinois’ early pioneer cemeteries
LA SALLE - Join the LaSalle Library 

as they host botanist and naturalist, 
Chris Benda, for a virtual presentation 
of “Pioneer Cemetery Prairies of Illi-
nois.” The program will be presented 
on Tuesday, Jan. 12 at 6 p.m.

Despite Illinois being called “The 
Prairie State,” there has been a nearly 
complete conversion of the native tall-
grass prairie to agriculture and other 
development. Much of the remaining 
high-quality prairie in the state occurs 
in small pioneer cemeteries, which were 
set aside in the late 1800s. This unique 
program will explain what makes a 
cemetery prairie special and why it is 
important to protect and preserve them. 

There are 29 Pioneer Cemetery Prairies 
in Illinois, with two in the Illinois Valley 
area – Hetzler Cemetery Prairie in Bu-
reau County and Mt. Palatine Cemetery 
Prairie in Putnam County.

Benda is a past president of the Illi-
nois Native Plant Society (2015-2016). 
A native of Minnesota, he moved to 
Illinois from California in 2004 and 
received a Master’s degree in biology 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana/
Champaign in 2007. Besides conducting 
botanical fieldwork around the world, 
he teaches the Flora of Southern Illinois 
at Southern Illinois University and a 
variety of classes at The Morton Arbo-
retum, as well as leading nature tours 

for Camp Ondessonk. He has research 
appointments with the University of Il-
linois and Argonne National Laboratory 
and is an accomplished photographer 
and author of several publications about 
natural areas in Illinois.

This program is free and open to 
the public. Registration is required 
to receive the Zoom link. Register by 
going to https://bit.ly/3pdpjyq. If you 
prefer to connect to this program using 
an iPad or smartphone rather than a 
computer, need more information or 
have questions, please contact Rachael 
Blomquist, Digital Content Librarian, 
at rblomquist@lasalle.lib.il.us or call 
the library at (815) 223-2341. 
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Harold L. Planthaber 
PRINCETON - Harold L. Plan-

thaber, 81, of Princeton went to 
heaven to be with his Lord Jesus 
on Jan. 3, 2021 at OSF St. Francis 
Medical Center, Peoria.

A celebration of life will be an-
nounced at a later date with burial 
in Troy Grove Cemetery. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is assisting 
the family.

Harold was born Dec. 29, 1939 
in Morrison to Clarence and Etta (Williams) Planthaber. He 
married the love of his life, Dora Callahan on Jan. 7, 1979 
in Oregon, Ill. and received a beautiful gift of Dora’s four 
children and two grandchildren he lovingly helped to raise.

Survivors include his wife; one son, Danny Tastad, 
Jr. of LaSalle; two daughters, Diane (Jeff) Burhum of El 
Paso and Melissa Zwart of Streator; eight grandchildren; 
13 great-grandchildren; one sister, Marian (Tom) Terry of 
Depue; and one brother, Henry Planthaber of Madison, Wis.

He was preceded in death by his parents; one daughter, 
Margaret; one son, Kenneth Bauer, Jr.; three brothers, Floyd, 
Clarence and Wesley; one sister Margaret Terry, two grand-
children and one great grandchild.

Harold was a very hard worker, a great cook, an avid 
fisherman and had so much knowledge about nature, plants, 
animals and the weather. He never knew a stranger and always 
prayed for everyone. He will be greatly missed by his wife, 
children and his many friends.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lence may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

William H. Blomberg 
CEDARVILLE - William “Bill” 

H. Blomberg, 88, of Cedarville 
passed away at home on Dec. 23, 
2020. 

Private family services will be 
held and burial will take place at the 
Cedarville Cemetery. A celebration 
of life will be held at a later date.

Bill was born Nov. 27, 1932 in 
Evanston to Howard and Grace 
(Williams) Blomberg. He married 
Diane “Dee” Horton on June 29, 1957.

Survivors include his wife of Cedarville; two sons, Don 
Blomberg and Rex (Kathy) Blomberg, both of Freeport; one 
daughter, Beth (Scott) Wise of Mendota; six grandchildren, 
Erick Blomberg, Ben Blomberg, Mark (Brittany) Blomberg, 
Garrett Wise, Cale Wise and Maren Wise; a great-grand-
daughter, Winry Blomberg; and one sister, Mary Sannwald 
of San Diego, Calif. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a daughter-
in-law, Kathleen Schafer Blomberg; and a brother-in-law, 
Robert “Bob” Horton. 

Bill graduated from East Rockford High School and re-
ceived his Bachelor’s degree in history and political science. 
He later received a Master’s degree in theology from Garrett 
Theological Institute. He served as a chaplain in the Army 
Reserves, stateside from 1964-1972. He attended Army 
Chaplain School at Ft. Hamilton, N.Y. in 1966. From the 
time he was a young man, Bill was called to the ministry and 
served as a pastor for several area churches for over 50 years. 
He spent 11 of those years at Embury UMC of Freeport and 
eight years in Mendota. He was currently serving as staff 
caller at First Lutheran Church of Freeport. He also drove 
the VFW van to the Veteran’s Hospital in Madison, Wis. He 
was a member of the Cedarville United Methodist Church in 
Cedarville. Other memberships included AmVets, American 
Legion, Golden Kiwanis and Elks Club. He also served on 
the board for the Masonic Lodge Learning Center. He loved 
spending time at his cabin and working on the farm. He had 
a love for animals, especially dogs. Bill’s passion was for 
serving people. He was able to find a friend in anybody and 
dedicated his life to helping those in need. 

A memorial fund has been established for the Dyslexia 
Foundation and for the Cedarville UMC. Condolences may 
be shared at www.walkermortuary.com.

Frances J. Fisher 
CANTON - Frances J. Fisher, 

83, of Canton passed away Dec. 29, 
2020 at Graham Hospital in Canton. 

Graveside service was held at 
10 a.m. on Jan. 4 at White Chapel 
Memory Gardens in Canton with 
Pastor Jeff Lampen officiating. A 
live stream link is available on the 
Sedgwick Funeral Homes & Crema-
tory website [www.sedgwickfuner-
alhomes.com]. 

Frances was born Feb. 16, 1937 in Canton to John and 
Lenora (Grigsby) Thompson. She married Paul R. Fisher 
on Sept. 23, 1956 at the First Baptist Church in Canton. He 
preceded her in death in 1993.

Survivors include four sons, Barry (Laura) Fisher of El-
lisville, Brian (JoEllen) Fisher of Mendota, Bruce (Sherry) 
Fisher of Canton and Brent (Laura) Fisher of Silvis; nine 
grandchildren, Bill Fisher, Robin Fisher, Jeremy Fisher, Nicole 
(Michael) Zasada, Patrick (Brianna) Fisher, Crystal (Adam) 
Hodges, David Fisher, Erica Fisher, and Carl (Lauren) Fisher; 
three great-grandchildren, Jocelyn Zasada, Briston Fisher and 
Thor Fisher; two brothers, Jim (Nanci) Thompson and Jerry 
(Marilyn) Thompson; one sister, Mary Jane (Larry) Perry; 
and one brother-in-law, Bill Jackson.

She was preceded in death by her husband; her parents; 
one son, Brad Fisher; and one sister, Terri Jackson.

Frances was a farm wife for over 30 years. She worked at 
Prairie City Rehab and Health in Prairie City, and Farmington 
Country Manor Nursing Home and Rehab in Farmington. She 
also worked as a parent educator for Bridgeway in Canton. 
She was a member of the First Baptist Church in Canton and 
attended the Fairview Reformed Church in Fairview. She was 
a 4-H leader for 41 years and was inducted into the Illinois 
4-H Hall of Fame in 2007.

Memorials may be made to the 4-H in Fulton County.  
Send condolences at www.sedgwickfuneralhomes.com. 

Joyce E. Hoffman 
LA MOILLE - Joyce E. (Brown) 

Hoffman, 86, of LaMoille, passed 
away Jan. 1, 2021 at OSF St. An-
thony’s Medical Center, Rockford 
after a brief illness.

Private family graveside services 
were held at 11 a.m. on Jan. 6 at 
Restland Cemetery, Mendota with 
Rev. David Jungnickel officiating. 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota 
assisted the family.

Joyce was born Jan. 15, 1934 in Mendota to Elmer and 
Marian (Deaner) Brown. She married Lee Hoffman on Feb. 
14, 1954 in Mendota. He preceded her in death in 1999. 

Survivors include three children, Jeffrey (Becky) Hoffman 
of Gilbert, Ariz., Laurie (Dick) Joerger of LaMoille and Sherry 
(Dave) Siragusa of Dunlap; five grandchildren, Kelly (Mike) 
Kessel, Monica Joerger and Keegan, Dylan and Joey Siragusa; 
two sisters, Barbara O’Leary and Betty Phalen; one brother, 
James (Judy) Brown; and numerous nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; 
one grandson, Nick Hoffman; one brother, Bill Brown; one 
sister-in-law, Karen (Doenier) Brown; and two brothers-in-
law, Jim O’Leary and Harry Phalen.

Joyce was a 1953 graduate of Mendota High School. After 
marrying Lee in 1954, the couple resided on the family farm 
near Perkins Grove. She was a member of Zion Lutheran 
Church, where she participated in numerous church organi-
zations, and was a 4-H leader for many years with the Clarion 
Comets. She enjoyed playing cards with the West End Card 
Club and was active with the Quilters Guild at the Mendota 
Baptist Church. Joyce’s greatest joys were her grandchildren. 
She enjoyed watching them at motocross, dance and sporting 
events. She loved farm life, making numerous lunches during 
baling and harvesting. She was active with all three children 
throughout school and at 4-H events and horse shows. She 
had a passion for a good game of dice, dominoes or cards 
and enjoyed many raucous games of Euchre.

Memorials may be directed to the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society (lls.org). Online condolences may be left at 
www.merrittfh.com. 
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workmanship very 
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surprised when our 
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you’ll ever buy, it’s 
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By Appointment Only
Free Hearing Test At

MENDOTA CIVIC CENTER
815-626-3220

Sterling Hearing Aid Center 01
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required to renew online. For 
more information on deter-
mining one’s eligibility for 
online renewal, visit www.
cyberdriveillinois.com and 
click on “Read more on how 
to renew your driver’s license 
or ID card online” near the 
top of the main page. 

To ensure the public’s 
health and safety, customers 
visiting Driver Services fa-
cilities, along with Secretary 
of State employees, will 
be required to wear face 
masks. Plexiglass dividers 
have been installed at all 
workstations and tape has 
been applied to the floor in 

6-foot intervals to follow 
social distancing guidelines, 
which limits the number of 
customers inside a facility. 
As a result, customers should 
come prepared to wait out-
side in cold weather because 
of the limited number of 
people allowed in facilities.

For drive tests, employ-
ees will wear face masks 
and face shields due to the 
close proximity with the 
customer inside the vehicle. 
Customers will be required to 
wear face masks. Disposable 
plastic will be used to cover 
the vehicle seats during the 
drive test and then discarded 
immediately after the con-
clusion of the drive test. 

Driver
Continued from Page A2

oped by the AHA and Laerdal 
Medical, a leading provider 
of products and services for 
simulation, airway manage-
ment, basic and advanced 
life support, patient care, 
self-directed learning and 
medical education.

Festival 56 to present a one-
night-only online play reading

PRINCETON - A free 
online reading of “Rabbit 
Hole,” a play by David Lind-
say-Abaire, will be presented 
by Festival 56 on Friday, Jan. 
8 at 7:30 p.m. The reading, 
which will feature the cast of 
Festival 56’s summer 2019 
production directed by Emily 
Wirkus, will be offered as a 
Zoom webinar. 

Although there will be 
no charge, online registra-
tion is required by going to 
festival56.com. After regis-
tering, a confirmation e-mail 
containing information about 
joining the webinar will be 
sent. 

Please note, due to copy-
right restrictions, the reading 
will not be recorded and 
will ONLY be available for 
viewing on the performance 
date and time.

This Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play utilizes funny di-
alogue, characters with large 
personalities, and poignant 

moments of connection to 
focus on how one family 
learns to support each other 
through life’s challenges. 

As this family engages 
with magical thinking, preg-
nancy, anger, unexpected 
humor, therapy, and unan-
swerable questions, they 
ultimately attempt to make 
sense of the “rabbit hole” 
that produces increasingly 
difficult and unpredictable 
situations.

The cast of “Rabbit Hole” 
includes Kaitlyn Weickel 
(Becca), Eric Shonk (How-
ie), Janna Schmid (Izzy), 
Kathy Missel (Nat), and Cole 
Winston (Jason).

This production is made 
possible by a grant from 
The Arts of Starved Rock 
Country Fund. Grant fund-
ing is provided in part by 
the Community Arts Access 
Program of the Illinois Arts 
Council and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

The cast of Festival 56’s “Rabbit Hole” will give a free 
virtual reading of the play on Friday, Jan. 8.  (Photo 
contributed)
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northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Jan. 8
Bluegill

Saturday, Jan. 9
Lasagna

(full menu available both nights)

Every Tuesday night!
10 oz. Ribeye for only 

$13.95!

Wednesday night is
Family Style Chicken 

Night!!
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2021  
Valentine

Baby Contest
Sponsored by the Mendota 

Area Chamber of Commerce
Who:  Babies up to 36 months

How:  Submit a photo of your baby by emailing it to sweide@
mendotachamber.com. Include baby’s full name, sex, age, 
parents’ names, address & phone number.

(*Due to Covid-19 all photos will be posted on the Mendota Area 
Chamber website. By submitting your photo entry, you give us 
permission to post photo to our website.)

When:  Entry deadline is Friday, Jan. 15. Voting runs Jan. 18 to 
Feb. 12 until noon. Every cent is one vote. (One penny = 1 vote. 
One dollar = 100 votes)

Where:  You may view contestants and vote at the Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce website – www.mendotachamber.com/
valentine. Click on the link to vote for your favorite Valentine.

Winners will be announced on the Chamber Facebook page on 
the afternoon of Friday, Feb. 12. Prizes will be awarded to first- and 
second-places in each category. All proceeds from this fundraiser 

will benefit the Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce.
For questions or more information, call 815-539-6507. 01062021

put in doubt on July 17 when 
officials at utility giant Com-
monwealth Edison admitted 
in court to a yearslong bribery 
scheme in which they sought 
to buy favor with Madigan 
– the latest in a series of 
bombshell investigatory rev-
elations that have centered on 
Democratic state politicians 
since 2019. 

The case sparked an in-
ternal House investigation 
in which Republicans sought 
to oust him from office, but 
that effort was thwarted 
when Democrats on the in-
vestigating committee – all 
Madigan loyalists – voted 
against recommending a 
disciplinary charge.

Madigan himself has not 
been charged criminally and 
has denied any wrongdoing.

But at least 19 members 
of the House Democratic 
caucus have said they will 
not vote to re-elect him as 
speaker, which would mean 
he is well short of the 60 votes 
needed to win another term. 
No one else has yet emerged 
as a viable contender for 
the office, however, so it is 
unclear what will happen 
when lawmakers reconvene 
in Springfield in January 
to choose a speaker for the 
102nd General Assembly.

 Leadership changes
While there is some un-

certainty about whether 
Madigan will serve as speak-
er next year, a leadership 
change would make House 
Republican Leader Jim 
Durkin the General Assem-
bly’s most tenured leader.

Durkin, who hails from 
Western Springs, has been 
House minority leader since 
2013. That caucus indicated 
it will back him again in Jan-
uary after a brief challenge 
from Rep. Tony McCombie, 
from Savanna, who eventu-
ally backed Durkin.

While 2020 began with 
a leadership change on the 
Democratic side in the Sen-
ate, it ended with a change 
in Republican leadership in 
that chamber.

After former Senate 
President John Cullerton 
announced plans to retire in 
2019 after 11 years, Sens. 
Kimberly Lightford, from 
Maywood, and Don Harmon, 
from Oak Park, emerged as 
top contenders to fill the 
remainder of Cullerton’s 
two-year term. Ultimately, 
Harmon secured majority 
support from the Democratic 
caucus and was elected on 
Jan. 19 following several 
hours of behind-the-scenes 
negotiations. Harmon’s fel-
low Democrats indicated 
earlier this month they would 
back him for another two-
year term come January.

Senate Minority Leader 
Bill Brady, from Bloom-
ington, announced in early 
November his plans to 
step down from Republican 
leadership in the Senate after 
three years, and members of 
the caucus chose Sen. Dan 
McConchie, from Hawthorn 
Woods, as his replacement. 
McConchie has served in the 
chamber since 2016.

The new year will also 
see challengers emerge for 
governor and other state con-
stitutional officers, as candi-
dates have already begun to 
announce their intentions for 
a statewide run.

 Looking ahead
Despite the pandemic, 

Illinois voters went to the 
polls in record numbers in 
2020, opting for Democrat 
Joseph Biden over incum-
bent Donald Trump by a 
58-41 percent margin.

Nearly 6.1 million ballots 
were cast in the November 
election – the largest number 
recorded in Illinois – after 
state lawmakers passed a 
measure greatly expanding 
access to mail balloting for 
the 2020 general election in 
response to the pandemic.

Democrats lost one seat in 
the state House to hold a 73-
45 supermajority but gained 
a seat in the state Senate to 
hold a 41-18 supermajority.

Republicans scored some 
big wins by defeating Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s proposed con-

Year
Continued from Page A1 stitutional amendment to 

allow a graduated income 
tax and by ousting Supreme 
Court Justice Thomas Kil-
bride, setting up a GOP effort 
to take a one-seat majority on 
the high court in 2022.

Legislatively in 2021, 
Pritzker and the General 
Assembly are facing a $3.9 
billion revenue shortfall, 
due largely to the financial 
impact of COVID-19 and 
the failure of the graduated 
income tax, and they are 
bracing for difficult choices 
to cut spending, raise rev-
enue or some combination 
of both.

Pritzker has proposed 
$700 million in spending cuts 
as a “first step” to address the 
budget holes. His administra-
tion also announced plans to 
borrow $2 billion through a 
federal program to cover rev-
enue losses and unforeseen 
COVID-19 expenses for the 
current fiscal year, but other 
difficult budget decisions 
loom in 2021.

The state’s two main sto-
rylines of 2020 – scandal and 
pandemic – have also con-
tributed to the derailing of a 
potential massive overhaul of 
the state’s energy landscape. 
The Clean Energy Jobs Act 
and other energy reforms 
could be near the top of the 
agenda when lawmakers 
return for a 2021 session 
as well.

Black Caucus agenda
Initiatives of the Illinois 

Legislative Black Caucus 
will also be at the top of the 
state government agenda in 
2021 following a tumultuous 
2020.

The agenda, aimed at 
ending systemic racism in 
Illinois, comes amid the 
backdrop of massive protests 
against police brutality and 
racial inequality, as well as 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
that disproportionately in-
fected and killed Black and 
Latino Americans. 

The agenda is split among 
four pillars of policy: crimi-
nal justice reform, violence 
and police accountability; 
education and workforce 
development; economic ac-
cess, equity and opportunity; 
and health care and human 
services. 

From September to Octo-
ber, the Black Caucus held 
more than 100 hours of hear-
ings to inform potential legis-
lation, some of which caucus 
leader Kimberly Lightford 
said will be brought forth for 
January’s lame duck session 

before the swearing-in of 
new lawmakers. 

The effort was partially in 
response to prolonged social 
unrest following the May 25 
death of George Floyd, who 
died after a Minneapolis Po-
lice officer knelt on his neck 
for over 9 minutes. Protests 
began the next day in Min-
neapolis and quickly spread 
to cities across the country.

That unrest led Gov. 
Pritzker to deploy the Illinois 
National Guard to Chicago 
on May 31 after a weekend of 
large-scale protests devolved 
into violence in some areas. 

Meanwhile, Cook County 
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx 
drew national attention for 
dropping charges for minor 
and non-violent offenses for 
hundreds of protestors, and 
President Trump engaged 
in high-profile disputes of 
rhetoric with Chicago May-
or Lori Lightfoot and Gov. 
Pritzker over the deployment 
of federal authorities to 
Illinois to clamp down on 
protests. While widescale 
intervention was avoided, 
some federal officers were 
deployed to aid ongoing 
law enforcement efforts to 
combat gun and drug crimes.

Ultimately, the protests, 
which lasted from May until 
early November, became the 
largest in U.S. history with 
an estimated 15 to 26 million 
participants across the coun-
try, with more protests taking 
place worldwide.

Marijuana licensing
In 2019, the Cannabis 

Regulation and Tax Act 
legalized the sale and use 
of recreational marijuana 
in Illinois, and in legaliza-
tion’s first year, sales were 
expected to reach $1 billion, 
yielding more than $100 
million in state and local 
tax revenue. 

There’s plenty of room 
for those numbers to grow, 
as at the start of 2020 the 
state had issued only 30 
licenses for recreational dis-
pensaries to firms that were 
already licensed as medical 
dispensaries.

Despite the promise that 
75 new licenses would be 
awarded to social equity 
applicants in an effort to 
diversify the industry, the 
pandemic and a number of 
lawsuits delayed the process. 
While no additional licenses 
were awarded in 2020, the 
state won a lawsuit in No-
vember that could allow the 
program to move forward 
in 2021.

HB 2818 allows survivors 
of domestic violence, sexual 
assault and stalking who fear 
for their safety to apply to the 
ACP through the Attorney 
General’s Office. The ACP 
forwards all first-class mail 
and provides survivors with 
a substitute address for pub-
lic records and documents, 
such as driver’s licenses and 
state-issued identification 
cards.

The bill also changes 
the name of the law, from 
the Address Confidentiality 
for Victims of Domestic 
Violence Act to the Address 
Confidentiality for Victims 
of Domestic Violence, Sex-
ual Assault or Stalking Act.

In a written statement, 
Illinois Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul said ACP is 
an important added layer of 

protection and peace of mind 
for survivors of domestic 
violence, sexual assault and 
stalking.

 “I am committed to en-
suring that survivors have 
access to the resources and 
support needed to aid their 
recoveries, and I encourage 
survivors to participate in this 
program that can help protect 
them from the individuals 
who perpetrated crimes 
against them,” Raoul said in 
the statement.
Minimum wage increase

The minimum wage in 
Illinois rose from $10 per 
hour to $11 per hour on 
Jan. 1.

The Illinois General As-
sembly passed increases to 
the minimum wage in 2019 
with legislation that raises 
the minimum wage $1 every 
year until it reaches $15 per 
hour in 2025.

In 2020, wage earners saw 
their hourly wage increase 
from $8.25 to $9.25 on Jan. 
1, and to $10 on July 1.

“We want to make sure 
that workers earning min-
imum wage are aware that 
the $1 increase should be 
reflected in their paychecks 
for any time they work after 
the first of the year,” Michael 
Kleinik, director of the Illi-
nois Department of Labor, 
said in a news release. “While 
we fully expect employers 
will pay the new wage, we 
also want workers to be 
aware of the change.”

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Laws
Continued from Page A1

OGLESBY – Students planning to 
attend Illinois Valley Community College 
next fall are encouraged to apply online for 
approximately 130 scholarships totaling 
over $300,000.

Current students, high school seniors 
and anyone else planning to enroll in fall 
or spring 2021-22 are welcome to apply 
for the IVCC Foundation awards.

Scholarships, valued at $500 to $4,500, 
are available in specific disciplines ranging 

from agriculture, to healthcare, to STEM 
fields. In addition, there are about 40 “open 
scholarships” available to students in any 
discipline.

The online application must be submit-
ted by 9 p.m. Feb. 11.

Visit www.ivcc.edu/scholarships to ac-
cess the application. For questions, contact 
Foundation secretary Donna Swiskoski 
at (815) 224-0551 or donna_swiskoski@
ivcc.edu.

Scholarships available to IVCC students



Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021A6 • The Mendota Reporter

OPINION

Award-winning
Newspaper

IPA/NINA
Ill. Press Assoc./No. Ill. Newspaper Assoc.

Kip Cheek, Publisher
Bonnie Morris, News Editor
Tonja Greenfield, Advertising
Jennifer Griffith, Bookkeeping

Opinions expressed on this page are those 
of the writer or artist. They do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the Reporter manage-
ment or staff.

Letters to the editor should be typed or 
handprinted. They should also be brief. All let-
ters must contain a name, address and tele-
phone number. The editor reserves the right to 
publish, condense, revise or reject any submis-
sions.

By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – You can call it haggling, dickering, 

bargaining or whatever you want; but negotiating gives 
me purpose.

And sadly, it is becoming a dying art.
Time and time again friends will say they don’t feel 

comfortable negotiating a price. They just pay whatever 
is being asked.

A couple of weeks ago, I purchased a new car and 
managed to get $8,000 knocked off the sticker price. 
To me, that’s enough money to warrant an hour at the 
negotiating table even if you don’t particularly like it.

But I love it.
I was brought up in a home where negotiating prices 

was not just an act of frugality but an art form, a point 
of pride.

I remember when I was a young reporter in the 
Quad-Cities with a postage stamp yard and a need for 
a lawnmower.

I told my grandfather to keep an eye out for me at 
yard sales. A week later he called me up and said he 
found an old manual reel mower. The owner wanted 
50 cents, but Grandpa said he talked her down to 25.

Yep, that’s my family. A price tag is just a starting 
point.

I’ve bought shoes, exercise equipment, hardware, a 
piano and clothing using this technique.

More businesses are refusing to negotiate. That’s 
ok. Others will. Recently, my nephew recruited me to 
help him buy a used car. We made an offer at the first 
dealership we went to and the salesman said, “No.” I 
asked if he would at least run the offer by his sales man-
ager. Nope. How about a counter offer? Not interested.

In a rather imperious tone he told us his only job was 
to make sure we were “happy.”

We went to a competing dealer and made a purchase 
for $2,000 less for a comparable model. (I’ll let you 
in on a secret: the salesman at the second dealership 
made us a whole lot happier than the fellow who said 
our “happiness” was his only concern.) 

When on vacation, I’ll find an area with several motels 
side by side and then I’ll go from front desk to front 
desk and dicker. I often can get more than 50 percent 
knocked off the room rate doing this.

Remember, a hotel earns nothing off a room that sits 
empty. So, 50 percent of something is better than 100 
percent of nothing.

My wife, by the way, finds this whole process un-
seemly and stays in the car while I haggle.  Sadly, her 
reaction is not uncommon.

“Girls are taught to be nice and not to talk about 
money,” said Elizabeth Austin, co-author of “The Good 
Girl’s Guide to Negotiating.”

“Unfortunately, when a woman negotiates for a 
higher salary, she is more likely to be called ‘pushy.’ 
When a man does it, people will say things like, ‘Look 
at how much value he’s bringing to the organization.’”

Girls are also often taught not to be confrontational 
and to be more empathetic to the opposing party, she 
added.

My father had me sit through I don’t know how 
many sessions where he negotiated the price of farm 
equipment, cars or who knows what else. I learned 
through observation.

But failure also is a good teacher.
In 2017, I launched, Suspect Convictions, a major 

podcast, and hired a firm to sell advertising – after I 
negotiated down their sales commission.

The result? The salesforce devoted themselves to 
selling higher commission projects and made mine 
a lower priority. In hindsight, I believe I would have 
brought in much more revenue if I had been more gen-
erous on the front end.

The lesson? Drive a hard bargain when negotiating 
the price of a tangible product, but if it is a service, it 
helps if you put yourself in the other person’s shoes.

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and 
a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com.)

Haggling gives purpose

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Jan. 4, 1995.)
By Jessica Nashold

At the close of its first year, Mendota 
Kiwanis had a number of accomplish-
ments to record. A Kiwanis committee 
signed up enough sweet corn acreage 
to insure construction of a canning 
factory here.

To establish a tourist camp on the 
old north end school grounds, Kiwanis 
had spent several hundred dollars for 
improvements.

Fundraising to purchase uniforms for 
the MTHS band had brought in a surplus 
of $18.41. Cost of uniforms and an outfit 
for the drum major was $420.59. The 
$18.41 was donated to the school as 
nucleus for a fund to purchase future 
uniforms. Arthur Bush, son of charter 
Kiwanian A.W. Bush, was present at 
the Kiwanis meeting wearing his band 
uniform.

In addition to these projects, Kiwanis 
members had benefited from weekly 
programs.

The minds have been enlarged 
and all have learned a great deal 
in the 52 meetings held.
President Fim Murra turned his gavel 

over to R.E. Beebe, superintendent of 
schools, the Kiwanis president-elect.

***
The Fred J. Hueter Dodge garage 

was purchased by Roland and Gilbert 
Truckenbrod. Inventory was taken Jan. 
1, 1925, and on Jan. 2, Truckenbrod 
Brothers was ready for business.

The new proprietors were excel-
lent fellows who will make every 
honorable effort to retain the 
splendid patronage this garage 
has been enjoying.
It was explained that the business 

would be “something new for them, at 
first,” but success was predicted.

There were 14 Dodge models avail-
able, ranging in price from the Dodge 
Touring at $885 to the “A” Sedan Special 
at $1,330.

Truckenbrod Brothers also offered 
space for customers wishing to store 
their vehicles during the winter months.

***
Carl Heagy purchased John Kehm’s 

dray business. He had been employed 
at the Burlington freight house.

***
Frank Gurney’s Radio & Delco 

Lighting Shop moved to rooms above 
Karger’s clothing store on Main Street. 
Gurney advertised his new machine 
for recharging radio and auto batteries.

Let us call and get your radio bat-
tery and recharge and return it.
He also offered radio batteries for 

rent.
***

In 1925, radios were gaining in 
popularity. At the Roy Otterbach home, 
for example, radio topped off a holiday 
feast.

After dinner, the folks were en-
tertained by music on the new 
radio installed at the Otterbach 
home, which the folks greatly 
enjoyed.

***
Radio was put to a variety of uses. 

On New Year’s Eve, the Liberty Bell 
at Independence Hall rang 148 times, 
“once for each year in the life of the 
nation.”

Radio carried the sound of the 
bell over the land and across 
the water.

***
A suggestion by Harry Setchell was 

broadcast over a Chicago radio station. 
Setchell wrote that every farmer should 
place his mailbox where the mailman 
“could put the mail without getting out 
of his auto.”

***
Spencer Moss returned to Mendota 

on Jan. 12, 1925, as district superin-
tendent for Illinois Northern Utilities. 
He had started in Mendota, then spent 
several years in Morrison where he was 
assistant superintendent. The Reporter 
was pleased to announce his return.

He is courteous and tries in 
every transaction to please the 
customers as well as keep within 
the rules of the corporation by 
which he is employed.

***

At Purity Ice Cream Co., cold 
weather “caused the condenser to 
freeze. As several days were required 
for repair – 

Messrs. Mauer & Zapf were 
kind enough to allow them to 
use their ice cream machine to 
fill orders.

***
The Elks sponsored a home talent 

play on Jan. 8-9. 1925, with a cast of 
200, including children in numerous 
choruses.

On Jan. 13-14, the Elks Auditori-
um was taken over by the Knights of 
Columbus for a combined carnival, 
program and dance. General admission 
was 10 cents with additional charges at 
the booths.

The Frolics give evidence of be-
ing one of the crowning events 
of the season.
Music was by the Mendota Harmo-

nizers: Irma Becker, piano; Richard 
Leiser, saxophone; John Wennmacher, 
violin; Frank Reiter, drums.

They surely have made progress 
in their art of playing dance 
music and many comments were 
made in their behalf.

***
In 1925, The Reporter carried a 

syndicated column by Arthur Brisbane 
called “This Week.” On Jan. 1. 1925, 
he made a prediction – 

The flying machine will upset 
theories, habits and values. 
Flying for all long journeys will 
displace railroading completely 
within the lives of middle-aged 
men now living.

***
The Mendota Elks bowling team 

brought home the LaSalle County 
championship in January 1925. K.W. 
Pohl, Herbie Cleer, Dan Miller, Adolph 
Rave and Walcott Van Etten. Team total 
in the championship was 2664. Pohl was 
star bowler with a 601.

***
Serving of raw oysters was banned 

by law after Jan. 15, 1925, in hotels, 
restaurants or railroad diners.

Dealers must get from customers 
a written promise that oysters 
will not be eaten raw.
This measure was intended to prevent 

the spread of typhoid fever.

Kiwanis Club ends year one – 1925
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

UNITED STATES SENATORS
Tammy Duckworth (D), Washington office: G12 Dirksen 

Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510, telephone 
(202) 224-2854, fax (202) 228-4611; Chicago office: P.O. 
Box 10793, Chicago, IL 60610, telephone (847) 794-8977.

Dick Durbin (D), Washington office: 711 Hart Senate 
Bldg., Washington, DC 20510, telephone (202) 224-2152, 
fax (202) 228-0400; Chicago office: 230 S. Dearborn, Suite 
3892, Chicago, IL 60604, telephone (312) 353-4952, fax (312) 
353-0150; Springfield office: 525 S. Eighth St., Springfield, 
IL 62703, telephone (217) 492-4062, fax (217) 492-4382.

UNITED STATES CONGRESSMEN
Adam Kinzinger (R), 16th District, Washington, DC office: 

1221 Longworth HOB, Washington, DC 20515, telephone 
(202) 225-3635, fax (202) 225-3521; Ottawa office: 628 
Columbus St., Suite 507, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
431-9271, fax (815) 431-9383.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR
JB Pritzker (D), Springfield office: Office of the Governor, 207 

State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-0244; 
Chicago office: Office of the Governor, James R. Thompson 
Center, 100 W. Randolph, 16-100, Chicago, IL 60601, telephone 
(312) 814-2121; e-mail GovernorsOffice@illinois.gov.

Public Servants

By Rich Lowry
It’s been a terrible year for the American worker, with a 

notable bright spot courtesy of one of the tech firms in the 
crosshairs of regulators and lawmakers. 

If someone had said early in 2020, “A company is going to 
hire hundreds of thousands of non-college-educated workers 
during the pandemic at well above the minimum wage,” 
you’d think there’d be huzzahs all around. 

That’s what the online retailer Amazon has done, but it 
still gets brickbats for how it pays and treats its workers. Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez said the other day that Amazon 
jobs are a “scam.”

If so, a swath of the American workforce is falling for 
the grift. Since July, the online retailer has hired 350,000 
workers, and now employs 1.2 million people globally. This 
is a historic hiring binge. According to The New York Times, 
“the closest comparisons are the hiring that entire industries 
carried out in wartime, such as shipbuilding during the early 
years of World War II.”

On top of this, the company provides work for roughly 
half a million truck drivers. 

It overwhelmingly hires high school graduates. It doesn’t 
ask for a resume, gives its workers about a day of training, 
and then puts them on the job in its fulfillment centers. 

The difficulty of the work shouldn’t be underestimated 
-- it is taxing, repetitive and highly regimented. Yet, we’ve 
long complained about losing assembly line jobs for non-col-
lege-educated workers. Amazon is hiring people for what is 
the 21st-century equivalent of such jobs.

Amazon began paying its workers $15 an hour in 2018. 
If that rate rings a bell, it’s the number for the federal 
minimum wage that Sen. Bernie Sanders and AOC have 
long been lobbying for, to little effect (it remains $7.25 
an hour). 

It’s hard to review what Amazon has done over the last 
year and consider it the work of a corporate monster. The 
company had an unlimited unpaid time off policy for its 
workers when the pandemic began.  

It hired temporary workers to replace them and deal with 
the surge of business, then kept most of them on and began 
hiring on top of that.

It’s been offering signing bonuses of up to $3,000, and 
hiring in places in the country where no one else is. 

According to the research of Michael Mandel at the cen-
ter-left Progressive Policy Institute, Amazon fulfillment center 
jobs pay 31% more than retail jobs at brick-and-mortar stores, 
where pay has basically been stagnant for three decades. 

Mandel points out that it’s wrong to simplistically think 
of Amazon and other e-commerce outfits as replacing brick-
and-mortar stores.

What they are really replacing is the labor that consum-
ers undertake on their own to shop for goods -- driving to a 
store, walking up and down the aisles, making the selection, 
loading it, and taking it home. Someone making a purchase 
through Amazon essentially hires a network of workers to 
do all of that for him. 

What Amazon, and e-commerce more broadly, is doing is 
selling goods to consumers at low prices, while giving them 
more convenience than ever before (rapid delivery to their 
doorsteps, with the possibility of easy returns) and creating 
new jobs in the process. 

By all means, jawbone the company to treat workers better, 
but don’t lose sight of the scale of its achievement -- and how 
many Americans are employed because of it.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Behold, the delivery revolution
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

~ New Y App & Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult Activities

~ FREE Group Exercise Classes

~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates

~ Young Adult Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

Auto Body Specialists

Ranch Truck Toppers

Weather Tech dealer

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru
224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

706 W
ashington St. 

M
endota 

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

Chris Holdenrid
VP, M

ortgage Lending
NM

LS#461073

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NM
LS#477895

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$700
Double It For

$1300

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA 
BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT

1300 13th Avenue
Mendota, IL 61342

Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

Anna ArteagaAnna Arteaga

Buying 
a car 

just got 
easier. 
Find out 
how by 
calling 

NMLS# 461075

Member 
FDIC

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

½ Price 
Day 1st & 3rd 
Saturdays

Garden 
Center & 
Custom 

Landscape 
Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 

(815)538-4800
By Appointment 

Only

STEPHENITCH

HARDWARE
Your hometown 
Hardware Store 

since 1893!

Owners Gene & John 
Stephenitch have a 
combined 96 years 

in the hardware 
business.

1200 13th Ave., 
Mendota

815-539-9394

Snow much fun
Lyncoln Daley, left, and his brother, Jaxen, take advantage of the first significant snowfall of the season to try 
their hand at building a snowman. After that, the boys enjoyed more winter activities as they headed to Lake 
Mendota to sled down the hill along with many others during the long New Year’s weekend. (Reporter photo)

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community College 
cybersecurity program co-
ordinator Nancy McDonnell 
presented “Cybersecurity 
Today” live via Zoom to 
about 30 small business 
owners and staff recently.

McDonnell’s presenta-
tion, sponsored in partner-
ship with district chambers of 
commerce, focused on what 
businesses can do to thwart 
cyberattack.

“The basic premise is, if 
it connects to the internet, it 
can be hacked,” McDonnell 
warned, adding, “It can be 
breached if you don’t take 
precautions.”

C y b e r a t t a c k s  c o s t 
businesses an average of 
$200,000 to $320,000 and 
43 percent target small busi-
ness, she said. However, 60 
percent of small businesses 
have no plan and 60 percent 
fold within six months of 
an attack.

“If cyberattack can put 
you out of business, it should 
be a high priority,” she said.

A pandemic that has 
forced many employees to 
work remotely, ignited a 
firestorm of cybercrime:

• Ransomware attacks 
rose 148 percent in March;

• Cloud-based attacks 
spiked 630 percent between 
January and April; and

• Phishing attempts surged 
660 percent since March.

McDonnell said every 
IT professional needs cy-
bersecurity proficiencies to 
protect and defend apps, 
data, devices, infrastructure 
and people. 

Security training is no 
longer optional, it is es-
sential.

“Eighty percent of the at-
tacks that end in a data breach 
start in a phishing email. 
Security awareness and phish 
training is a must-have in 
2021,” she said. McDonnell 
urges businesses to “create a 
security culture.”

IVCC’s cybersecurity 
program certifies IT profes-
sionals and novices in basic 
to advanced skills through its 
offerings of Security+, Eth-
ical Hacking, Cybersecurity 
Scripting, Computer Ethics, 
CySA+, Digital Forensics 
and Managing Information 
Security.

Students with the proper 
prerequisites can enroll in 
the program for the spring 
semester starting Jan. 14. 

Small and large business-
es “have to have a plan” and 
“invest in IT training to help 
lockup your network,” Mc-
Donnell said. “No business 
is too small to be hacked. We 
can help you protect your 
business.”

IVCC gives cybersecurity
program to business owners
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Call your primary care provider today 
to schedule your colonoscopy.
osfhealthcare.org/colon-screening

Recent challenges have inspired us to be more self-reliant. 
But there are some things you can’t do by yourself – like a 
colonoscopy. Don’t worry. You’re covered. We’ve taken extra 
precautions so that our facilities are safe. Because while our 
world has changed, cancer hasn’t, and early detection is the 
key to good outcomes.

Things have changed.
Cancer hasn’t.

While a colonoscopy is the gold standard, there are several 
screening options, including simple at-home tests.

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

Chris says,

Our Family Protecting Your Family

01042021

For more information 
and a quote, contact your 
Rockford Mutual Agent:

Chris Klein

117

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP

L-R: Kathleen M. Stevenson
Michael S. Guilfoyle

GENERAL PRACTICE

Living Trusts, 
Wills, Estates, 
Real Estate, 

Business Law, 
General Practice

1316 Meriden St., Mendota, IL
815-539-6711

kati@guilfoyleandstevenson.com
michael@guilfoyleandstevenson.com TFN

Have a Happy
& Healthy
New Year!

Krenz Dental
704 Indiana Ave.

Mendota
815-538-5316 01

04
20

21

POLICE
BLOTTER SPRINGFIELD - The Of-

fice of the State Fire Marshal 
warns residents across the 
state to pay special attention 
to the distinct signals sent 
by carbon monoxide alarms 
when their life has expired. 
Frequently, people may be-
lieve that a beep coming out 
of their CO means it’s time 
for a battery change, when in 
fact it means that the device 
needs to be replaced.

“It is extremely important 
to pay attention to the differ-
ent beeps that come out of a 
dead CO alarm. We want to 
ensure that our residents un-
derstand the difference in or-
der to take immediate action 
and prevent a tragedy,” said 
State Fire Marshal Matthew 
Perez. “Carbon monoxide is 
known as the silent killer. The 
replacement of dead carbon 
monoxide detectors is also a 
life saver.”

Since January 2007, it 
has been an Illinois law to 
have a properly functioning 
CO alarm in all dwelling 
units. The law requires that 
detectors must have battery 
power as the primary or 
secondary power supply. 
They cannot be solely elec-
tric powered. Many carbon 
monoxide detectors now in 
service were made prior to 

the incorporation of the new 
requirements and may not 
have an end-of-life signal.

Carbon monoxide is the 
number one cause of poi-
soning deaths in the nation, 
claiming approximately 300 
lives a year, according to the 
National Fire Protection As-
sociation (NFPA). Because 
CO is an odorless, colorless, 
tasteless gas, it can kill peo-
ple before they realize its 
presence. It can be produced 
by gas or oil appliances such 
as furnaces, clothes dryers, 
water heaters, ovens, space 
heaters or, in some cases, by 
fireplaces and wood-burning 
stoves.

OSFM advises consum-
ers that if their CO alarms 
were manufactured before 
August 2009, prior to the 
incorporation of the new 
requirements, they may not 
have the end-of-life feature. 
In addition, residents who 
have a carbon monoxide 
detector installed for more 
than three years should look 
for the manufacturing date, 
which may be found on the 
outside back of the alarm or 
visit the company’s website 
for further information. If 
none can be found, the device 
should be replaced without 
any hesitation.

Carbon monoxide alarms 
should be tested every month 
by pushing the test button. If 
the alarm goes off, follow the 
basic steps:

• If your CO detector 
activates, evacuate everyone 
from your home immediately 
leaving the door open for 
ventilation on your way out 
and then call 911.

• Do not re-enter until 
experts have investigated the 
problem and declared it safe 
to return.

Other important tips:
• Ensure that household 

appliances are installed and 
running correctly. Have 
a professional technician 
check fuel-burning applianc-
es, furnaces, chimneys and 
vents at least annually for 
blockages, corrosion, debris 
and faulty connections.

• Check appliances in the 
home that use natural gas, 
oil, wood and kerosene such 
as water heaters, clothes 
dryers,  ranges,  ovens, 
gas-powered refrigerators 
and pilot lights.

• Never operate unvented 
fuel-burning appliances in a 
room with closed doors or 
windows or in rooms where 
people are sleeping.

• Check venting systems 
to the outside for cracks 

and blockages such as flues, 
chimneys and fireplaces.

• Make sure space heaters 
are vented properly.

• Never operate genera-
tors indoors.

• Never burn charcoal in-
side a home, garage, vehicle 
or tent.

• Never use gasoline-pow-
ered tools and engines in-
doors.

• Never use gas-powered 

appliances such as an oven 
or clothes dryer for heating 
a home.

• Never leave a car run-
ning in an attached garage, 
even if the garage door is 
open.

For additional informa-
tion about carbon monoxide 
poisoning, visit the OSFM 
webpage at www.sfm.illi-
nois.gov or the National Fire 
Protection Association.

State Fire Marshal urges residents to check carbon monoxide detectors
DUI

David A. Fox, 49, of 4373 
N. U.S. Route 34, Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol after a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Seventh 
Street and Sixth Avenue at 
3:06 a.m. Jan. 3. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Sheila Bolz, 57, of 704 
Sixth Ave., Mendota, was 
charged with driving while 
license suspended after a 
traffic stop at Illinois Avenue 
and Monroe Street at 7:59 
a.m. Jan. 4. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Kristen M. Ward, 37, of 
100 S. Ninth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended 
after a traffic stop Sixth 
Street and Sixth Avenue at 
8:12 p.m. Jan. 4. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

BLESSED
EVENTS

KING – Mr. and Mrs. 
Adam King (Megan Russell) 
of Ohio, girl, Jan. 1, 2021, at 
St. Margaret’s Hospital in 
Spring Valley.

MENDOTA – The Mendo-
ta City Council meeting sched-
ule for 2021 is as follows:

Jan. 18; Feb. 1 & 15; 
March 1 & 15; April 5 & 19; 
May 3 & 17; June 7 & 21; 
July 6 & 19; Aug. 2 & 16; 
Sept. 7 & 20; Oct. 4 & 18; 
Nov. 1 & 15; Dec. 6 & 20.

Meetings begin at 5:30 
p.m. and are held in the 
City Council Chambers, 607 
Eighth Ave., Mendota.

City Council schedule
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MONEY MATTERS

You’re never too old or too young to start 
planning for retirement.  A small 
investment  made today, over time, can 
grow into a substantial nest egg.  And 
the sooner you start, the more it grows!

That’s why an IRA from Eureka Savings 
is a  great investment tool.  By opening 
an IRA, a  steady, small annual 
contribution can work to become your 
financial independence once you retire. 

With a Eureka Savings  IRA, you not 
only receive excellent rates backed by the 
FDIC, in most cases your full annual 
IRA contribution is also totally tax 
deductible.

Contact your tax advisor for 
further information.

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400 www.eurekasavings.com
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MEMBER FDIC 

This year take total control of your banking with  

Pioneer State Bank’s Mobile App! 

Our app allows you the freedom to bank anytime, anywhere! 

 Check account balances 

 Transfer funds between your accounts 

 View transactions 

 Pay your bills 

 Deposit a check 

Ask us for more information or 

visit www.pioneerstatebank.com 

Saving is a vital compo-
nent of financial planning. 
However, more than half 
of Americans are saving 
too little and do not have 
an accurate grasp of their 
spending habits. 

A recent survey from 
Intuit Mint Life found that, 
in 2019, 59 percent of Amer-
icans were living paycheck 
to paycheck and 65 percent 
didn’t know how much they 
were spending on a monthly 
basis. The situation is similar 
in Canada, where the annual 
BDO Canada Affordability 
Index indicates 53 percent 
of Canadians are living 
paycheck to paycheck and 25 
percent say their debt load is 
overwhelming.

While there’s no magic 
formula to save money, and 
the amount of money one 
should save each month 
depends on how he or she 
wants to live now and in the 
future, a handful of strategies 
can help people save more 
money each year.

• Follow the 50/30/20 
rule. The popular 50/30/20 
rule advocates for allocating 
50 percent of your budget 
to essentials like rent, food 
and housing, 30 percent 
for discretionary spending 
and 20 percent for savings. 

Get in the habit of saving 
more money each month

Many people cannot save 
20 percent of their income. 
In such instances, people 
can make a concerted effort 
to save 10 percent of their 
take-home pay. 

• Build an emergency 
fund. The credit reporting 
agency Experian recom-
mends consumers keep be-
tween three and six months’ 
worth of expenses in an 
emergency fund. The fund 
should cover expenses on 
the absolute necessities paid 
each month, like utilities 
rent/mortgage and groceries. 

• Set goals. Savings goals 
can help a person stay on 
track and provide motivation 
to put money away. Establish 
separate savings accounts for 
each goal to reduce the temp-
tation to spend. For example, 
if the goal is to save more 

for vacations, then a person 
can open an account where 
funds are used exclusively 
for vacations. 

• Automate with your 
employers’ help. Certain 
employers allow workers to 
direct deposit a paycheck into 
more than one bank account. 
It’s easy to request the pay-
roll manager put 10 percent 
or 20 percent of a paycheck 
into a savings account while 
the remainder is deposited 
into a checking account. 
Automated deposits can help 
individuals get accustomed 
to living on less.

Saving money isn’t al-
ways easy, but with goals 
and certain strategies in 
mind, it’s possible for 
individuals to grow their 
savings and secure their 
financial futures.

Ways to cut costs during retirement
Retirees can make their money go further if they take inventory of their spending.

The average person will spend more 
than 50 years in the employment sector. As 
retirement draws closer, many professionals 
begin to daydream about giving up the com-
mute and having more time to pursue their 
personal interests.

Even if planning for retirement has been 
many years in the making, it can take some 
time for a person to become acclimated to 
having less income. According to data from 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, “older house-
holds,” which are defined as those run by 
someone age 65 and older, spent an average 
of $45,756 in 2016, or roughly $3,800 a 
month. That’s roughly $1,000 less than the 
monthly average spent by typical American 
households. Housing, transportation, health 
care, and food are some of the biggest bills 
retirees will have to account for. Aiming to 
have savings in addition to any other retire-
ment income or government subsidy coming 
in to cover that amount is a step in the right 
direction. 

Retirees can make their money go further 
if they take inventory of their spending and 
make some cuts where possible.

• Know where your money is going. It’s 
impossible to save without knowing what 
your expenses are each month. Many people 
are surprised to learn how much little things 
add up over the course of a month. For exam-
ple, spending $4 for a take-out coffee each 
day can quickly become an expensive luxury. 
Add all expenses and see where you can trim, 
especially if there’s a deficit each month.

• Consider extra health care. In the United 
States, Medicare participants can choose 
Medicare Supplement Insurance plans to help 

reduce out-of-pocket health care costs. Medi-
care Parts A and B only cover some of your 
health care costs. Supplemental insurance 
can cover some of the costs not covered by 
original medicare, like copayments, deduct-
ibles and coinsurance, according to AARP.

• Pare down on possessions. Take inven-
tory of what you have and scale back where 
possible. If you are no longer commuting to 
work, you may be able to become a one-car 
household. Downsizing your residence can 
help seniors avoid spending too much of 
their retirement time and money maintaining 
their homes. 

• Take advantage of senior discounts. Take 
advantage of the many discounts that are 
offered to seniors. Retirees can usually save 
on restaurants, travel, groceries, and much 
more by simply shopping on specific days 
or verifying their age when checking out.

• Purchase less expensive life insurance. 
According Cheapism, a site that advises 
consumers about how to be more frugal, the 
chief purpose of life insurance is to replace 
income to ensure the financial security of 
dependents in the event of death. Retirees 
may have no dependents and little income. 
Therefore, a large life insurance policy may 
not be necessary, especially if you’ve already 
set aside funds to cover funeral costs.

• Pay off a mortgage. Housing is many 
people’s most substantial expense. Paying 
off a mortgage can free up more money each 
month and allow retirees to spend their golden 
years doing as they please. 

As retirement nears, adults can employ 
various strategies to reduce their monthly 
expenses.

Effective financial strat-
egies vary depending on 
which stage of life a person 
is in. For example, a recent 
college graduate working 
his or her first professional 
job will not have the same fi-
nancial strategy as someone 
on the cusp of retirement. 
But one financial strategy 
that people of all ages can 
look to for guidance is the 
50-30-20 approach. Pop-
ularized by United States 
Senator Elizabeth Warren, 
the 50-30-20 approach to 
financial planning can be 
a valuable resource for 
anyone trying to develop 
a budget. The approach is 
simple yet effective. Under 
the 50-30-20 approach, in-
come is allocated based on 
this breakdown:

• 50 percent of money is 
spent on needs, including 
housing costs, health in-
surance, car payments, and 
groceries

• 30 percent of money is 
spent on wants, including 
hobbies, dining out and 
travel

• 20 percent of money is 
allocated to savings

Proponents of the 50-30-
20 approach note that calcu-
lations should be based on 
after-tax income, or what’s 
often referred to as “take-
home pay.” Profession-
als with steady paychecks 
can easily determine their 
50-30-20 breakdowns by 
saving a month’s worth of 
pay stubs and establishing 
their monthly budget based 
on what’s coming in. The 
task can be trickier for 
self-employed or freelance 
workers, who may benefit 
from working with financial 
planners as they seek to cre-
ate monthly budgets based 
on the 50-30-20 approach.

50-30-20 approach
3 50% – Amount of  money spent 
on needs

3 30% – Amount of  money spent 
on wants

3 20% – Amount of  money allo-
cated to savings

What is the
50-30-20 
approach
to your
finances?
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

Stop In Today To Place Your Ad
703 Illinois Avenue • Mendota

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: What happened to 
the “Chicago” shows on 
Wednesday nights? We fi-
nally got new episodes after 
all these months, and now 
they’re gone again. -- C.K.

A: Many prime time se-
ries, including the “Chicago” 
ones, go on hiatus for the 
winter and return in early to 
mid-January. Since the start 
of the fall season was delayed 
this year, fans were hopeful 
that they would continue to 
get new content without a 
hiatus, but that doesn’t seem 
to be the case. 

It probably doesn’t help 
that one of the shows, “Chi-
cago Fire,” had to suspend 
production in early No-
vember due to a number of 
positive COVID tests on the 
set, but NBC likely would 
have put them on hiatus 
anyway because, accord-
ing to OneChicagoCenter.
com, “This period is a bad 
time to run new episodes; 
viewership and ad revenue 
plummet as people are 
busy with things other than 
watching TV.” The website 
further stated that “Chicago 
PD,” “Chicago Med” and 
“Chicago Fire” all will return 
on Wednesday, Jan. 6, in their 
usual time slots.

***
Q: What is Susan Saran-

don doing these days -- or at 

Sarandon

least before the pandemic? 
She used to have one movie 
after another, but now I 
never hear about her. Is she 

still acting? 
-- P.E.

A:  Op-
portunities 
have grown 
in the past 
decade for 
mature ac-
t r e s s e s , 

especially with so many 
streaming platforms and ca-
ble channels developing new 
content at a rapid pace. For-
tunately, the Oscar-winning 
actress has another project on 
the horizon, the psycholog-
ical horror series “Red Bird 
Lane” on HBO Max. 

According to TVLine.
com, the show “follows eight 
strangers who arrive at an 
isolated house ... and quickly 
realize that something sinister 
and terrifying awaits them.” 
Sarandon plays the hostess, 
Catherine, who may or may not 
have murderous tendencies.

Sarandon has actually 
been working very consis-
tently all these years, but just 
not in as many high-profile 
motion pictures. She was a 
regular on the HBO series 
“Ray Donovan” for two 
years and can be seen in 
the upcoming comedy film 
“Bad Moms’ Moms,” with 
Christine Baranski and Cher-

yl Hines.
***

Q: I read a rumor that 
they are going to remake “In-
terview with the Vampire” 
into another movie, based 
on Anne Rice’s book. Is this 
true? -- E.C.

A: Nothing is in the works 
yet, but the AMC Network 
has bought the rights to 
author Anne Rice’s novels. 
Rice said in a statement: “It’s 
always been my dream to see 
the worlds of my two biggest 
series united under a single 
roof so that filmmakers could 
explore the expansive and 
interconnected universe of 
my vampires and witches.”

There are 18 titles in 
Rice’s library, any of which 
can now be turned into mov-
ies and/or television shows 
by AMC. The original “In-
terview with the Vampire” 
in 1994 starred Tom Cruise 
and Brad Pitt. 

Vampire-story enthusiasts 
also will be pleased to learn 
that HBO is redeveloping 
“True Blood” into another 
series with a new cast. This 
show was based on a series 
of books by Charlaine Harris.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

• Trivia Test •
1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: The 

poem “O Captain! My Captain!” 
was written after the death of which 
president?

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is the weight of a U.S. quarter?

3. MOVIES: What was the name 
of the skyscraper in the drama “Die 
Hard”?

4. TELEVISION: What city was 
the setting for the sitcom “Mork 
and Mindy”?

5. SCIENCE: What is the study 
of knowledge, reality and existence 
called?

6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What 
are male blue crabs called?

7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
highest point in Japan?

8. FOOD & DRINK: The acai 
berry is native to which continent?

9. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
the “Winnie-the-Pooh” book series 
for children?

10. MEASUREMENTS: What 
is an angstrom?

Answers
1. Abraham Lincoln
2. 0.2 ounces
3. Nakatomi Plaza
4. Boulder, Colorado
5. Philosophy
6. Jimmies
7. Mount Fuji
8. South America
9. A.A. Milne
10. One ten-billionth of a meter, 

used to measure very small distances

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

Strange
But True

By Lucie Winborne
* Many people in South Ko-

rea opt to compress the remains 
of the dead person into gem-like 
beads in different colors, which 
are then displayed at home.

* Greenland sharks don’t 
reach puberty until they are 150 
years old.

* The first hoop skirt was 
worn by Queen Juana of Por-
tugal, in a bid to hide the fact 
she was pregnant.

* In 2015, Canadian astro-
naut Chris Hadfield released 
the first ever album recorded 
entirely in space, titled “Space 
Sessions: Songs from a Tin 
Can.”

* The oldest known customer 
service complaint was written 
on a clay cuneiform tablet in 
Mesopotamia 4,000 years ago. 
In it, a customer named Nanni 
complains that he was sold 
inferior copper ingots.

* Russia only classified beer 
as an alcoholic drink in 2011.

* Japanese trains, reputedly 
the most punctual in the world, 
issue passengers with a “delay 
certificate” if a train is running 
more than five minutes behind 
schedule. The documents can be 
shown to bosses or teachers to 
explain a passenger’s lateness.

* In 1984, New Zealand 
Prime Minister Robert Muldoon 
got drunk and decided to sponta-
neously call a general election, 
which he lost.

* Before battles, some 
Roman gladiators read product 
endorsements. The makers of 
the film “Gladiator” planned 
to show this but nixed the idea 
for fear that audiences wouldn’t 
believe it.

* A person with geomelo-
phagia has the urge to eat raw 
potatoes.

* In the late 1800s in Corinne, 
Utah, you could buy legal 
divorce papers from a vending 
machine for $2.50.

* Late in his life, Guglielmo 
Marconi believed no sound ever 
dies completely. He dreamed of 
building a device strong enough 
to pick up the actual words of 
Jesus at the “Sermon on the 
Mount.”

***
Thought for the Day: “There 

are years that ask questions, 
and years that answer.” -- Zora 
Neale Hurston

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

H O L LY W O O D  - - 
Through the years, child stars 
have scored big in movies 
and television. Among the 
most famous were Shir-
ley Temple, Natalie Wood, 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Neil 
Patrick Harris, Kurt Russell, 
Ryan Gosling and Drew 
Barrymore. The challenge 
for a child star is to make 
a graceful transition to an 
adult star. Shirley Temple, 
for example, literally saved 
20th Century Fox from ruin 
but was never able to click 
as an adult star in a big way.

Hayley Mills became an 
overnight sensation because 
of “The Parent Trap,” “Polly-
anna” and “That Darn Cat.” 
As an adult she starred in the 
TV series “Good Morning 
Miss Bliss,” which eventu-
ally morphed into “Saved 
by the Bell.” Her sister, 
Juliet Mills didn’t score until 
she starred in the TV series 
“Nanny and the Professor.” 
Hayley, now 74, is married 
to actor Firdous Bamji (20 
years her junior) and Juliet, 
now 79, is wed to actor 
Maxwell Caulfield (18 years 
her junior).

Highmore

Macaulay Culkin, now 
40, became a child super-
star because of “Home 
Alone” and “Home Alone 2: 

Lost In New 
York.” He 
had his share 
of growing 
pains but got 
it together 
enough to 
play Kevin 
McCallister 

in the upcoming “Home 
Alone 6,” with Ellie Kemper. 
His current girlfriend, Bren-
da Song, was a child actress 
in the series “The Suite Life 
of Zack & Cody.” His success 
inspired his siblings Kieran 
(38), Rory (31) and sister Kit 
(36) to become actors.

Peter Billingsley, endless-
ly seen during the holidays 
in “Christmas Story,” now 
49, was in last year’s “Spi-
der-Man: Far From Home.”

And let’s not forget “The 
Mickey Mouse Club” reboot, 
which gave us Christina 
Aguilera, Justin Timberlake, 
Brittney Spears and the Os-
car-nominated Ryan Gosling.

***
Abigail Breslin, now 24, 

was nominated for an Oscar 

when she was 12 for “Little 
Miss Sunshine.” This year 
she co-starred in the comedy 
“Zombieland: Double Tap,” 
with Woody Harrelson, 
Jesse Eisenberg and Emma 
Stone, and will soon be seen 
opposite Matt Damon in the 
crime drama “Stillwater,” 
and with Thomas Jane and 
Jack Donnelly in the horror 
film “Slayers.”

***
Probably the best transi-

tion from child actor to adult 
star was made by Freddie 
Highmore, who first impressed 
us in “Finding Netherland” 
(2004) and then in the title role 
of “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory” (2005). Highmore 
took time off for his schooling, 
but still did voiceover work 
until 2013, when he played that 
“Psycho” Norman Bates in the 
TV series “Bates Motel” (2013-
2017). Then he jumped right 
into the popular ABC series 
“The Good Doctor,” which is 
currently enjoying season 3.

Whoever said, “Children 
should be seen and not heard” 
never saw any of the kids 
above!

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

Make them or break them, 
New Year’s resolutions are a 
tool to set good intentions for 
the year ahead. For instance, 
one of mine: I resolve to spend 
more time lounging about on 
the couch watching movies 
(hey, it’s a pretty easy resolu-
tion to keep). If you need some 
resolution motivation, it’s nev-
er too late! Take a look at the 
four major themes below and 
draw some inspiration, then 
clip and save this column for 
late January, when you need 
some cinematic encourage-
ment to carry on! 

Making Physical Changes 
“Heavyweights” features 

a bunch of kids sent away to 
weight-loss camp where the 
new director (Ben Stiller) is 
too over-the-top. Naturally, 
the kids stage a coup. In “GI 
Jane,” the first female recruit 
(Demi Moore) for the Navy 
SEAL program gets incredibly 
tough -- and incredibly buff. 
Jillian Bell plays Brittany, a 
woman who takes up running 
after a routine checkup reveals 
the damage her profligate 
existence has unleashed, in 
“Brittany Runs a Marathon.”

Going Back to School
In “Billy Madison,” Adam 

Sandler is heir to a hotel chain, 
if he can show he actually de-
serves the diplomas that Daddy 
bought. To prove he has the 
smarts, he has to quickly retake 
every grade. Self-made man 
Thornton Mellon (Rodney 
Dangerfield) sends his much-
loved son off to college, then 
follows him “Back to School” 
to make sure he has the full 
experience. Kevin Hart and 
Tiffany Haddish square off as 
student and teacher in “Night 
School,” in which Hart plays 
Teddy, an obnoxious salesman 
who needs his GED in order 
to keep his lavish lifestyle 
illusion alive.

Find Yourself
Mark Wahlberg stars as 

“Invincible” Vince Papale, a 
nice guy down on his luck who 
unexpectedly secures a spot on 
the Philadelphia Eagles after 
legendary coach Dick Vermeil 
announces open tryouts. In 
“The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty,” Ben Stiller plays a 
sheltered Life magazine pho-
tography expert who embarks 
on an unbelievable journey to 
connect with a photographer 
and recover a photo that em-
bodies the magazine’s essence. 
“Eat Pray Love” sends Liz (Ju-
lia Roberts) around the world 

to discover herself post-di-
vorce through indulgence, 
belief and passion. In “Last 
Holiday,” a woman (Queen 
Latifah) believes she has an 
untreatable terminal illness, 
so she liquifies her assets and 
sets off to truly live her best 
life -- at the Grandhotel Pupp 
in the Alps.

Finding Love
In “50 First Dates,” Adam 

Sandler plays a playboy vet-
erinarian who attempts to woo 
a woman (Drew Barrymore) 
after a car crash leaves her 
with no short-term memory. 
Every day is a new chance to 
get love right. In “The Photo-
graph,” Mae (Issa Rae) and 
Michael (LaKeith Stanfield) 
are steamy lovers chasing 
down the life story of a leg-
endary photographer. When 
wholesome tollbooth worker 
Lucy (Sandra Bullock) saves 
the life of a dreamboat com-
muter, she is mistaken by his 
family as his fiance in “While 
You Were Sleeping.” Finally, 
in “Definitely, Maybe,” Ryan 
Reynolds stars as Will, a hand-
some dad recounting his tales 
of love and loss to his daughter 
on the eve of divorce.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265
firststatebank.biz

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-915-4170
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BEAUTY SALON
J.C.’s Headquarters
Hair • Nails • Massage • Tanning
810 Washington St. • 815-538-5171

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290
Fax 815-538-7032  
email: tux_dawg@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations -  
Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road • Sublette 
815-849-5476

RECYCLING  
Buckman Iron & Metal
705 5th St. 
815-539-9563

RESTAURANTS  
Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM, ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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Who’s That

Santa?

ANSWER KEY
1. Maze Lumber - Patty Hennessey
2. Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse - Carol
3. Special Body & Paint - Dennis Bodmer
4. First State Bank - Evan Wixom 
5. Meyers Furniture - Dale Meyers
6. First State Insurance - Brandon Pezanoski
7. State Farm Insurance - Kurt Bruno
8. City of Mendota - Tim Kimrey
9. Financial Plus Credit Union - Jennifer Truckenbrod
10. Dirty Dawgs - Ethyl
11. Main St. Station - Joanne McNally
12. Sullivan’s Foods - Jason Finkboner
13. Mendota Companion Animal Centre - Rev
14. Eureka Savings Bank - Ann Lauer
15. Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric - Michelle Wade

15

10

5

9

4

8

3

7

2

6

1

14

131211

1st Place
Jennifer Newell, Mendota - $30

2nd Place
Deb Rose, Mendota - $20

3rd Place
Donna Kimrey, Mendota - $10
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

½ Price Day 1st & 
3rd Saturdays

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

By Appointment 
Only

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE815-884-9040

Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center
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LOCAL AND AREA

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2020-2021 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods
• CVS Pharmacy

• Subway

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

Do you know that 
God is interested in 
every area of your life? 
The truth is He cares 
about every single thing 
that concerns you, and 
He wants every bit of 
you to be whole and 
healthy. 

First Thessalonians 
5:23 (AMPC) says, 
“May the God of peace 
Himself sanctify you 
through and through 
[separate you from pro-
fane things, make you 

The most important 
key to a healthy life

pure and wholly con-
secrated to God]; and 
may your spirit and soul 
and body be preserved 
sound and complete 
[and found] blameless 
at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (the 
Messiah).” This verse 
shows us that we can be 
“wholly consecrated to 
God,” and He wants our 
spirit, soul and body to 
“be preserved sound and 
complete.”

Jesus came to heal 

you and make you 
whole. He died so your 
sins could be forgiven 
and you could be made 
whole in your spirit, 
soul and body (Isaiah 
61:1-3; Luke 19:10; 
John 10:10).

Understanding the 
Way God Made You
God created us as 

tri-part beings: we are a 
spirit, we have a soul and 
we live in a body. One 
function of our spirit is 
the conscience; it’s the 
part of us that receives 
revelation from God. 
The soul is made up 
of our mind, will and 
emotions, and our body 
is the “house” we live 
in. It’s easy to think that 
God is only interested in 
spiritual things, but all 
three parts of our being 
are important to Him.

We can be sound spir-
itually—born again and 
on our way to Heaven—
but God wants more for 
us than that. Jesus didn’t 
come so we could just 
make it through this life 
and get to Heaven. He 
wants us to enjoy the 
journey, too!

I remember years 
ago when I was going 
to church regularly and 
had received Christ as 
my Savior, but so much 
of my life was a mess! 
I really loved God, but 
I didn’t love my life. I 

looked like I had it all 
together on the outside, 
but there was a lot of 
pain and dysfunction 
on the inside of me that 
people didn’t know 
about.

It was an amazing 
revelation when I saw 
in God’s Word that He 
cares about how we 
think, talk, our financ-
es, our relationships, 
and that He has a plan 
and purpose for every 
single one of us. God 
wants our lives to be 
good! It took time and 
a determined decision 
on my part to study the 
Word and believe God’s 
promises were for me, 
but I’m no longer a 
miserable Christian and 
can honestly say today 
that I am much healthier 
and enjoy the life God 
has given me.

The Foundation 
of Better Health 

The best way to begin 
pursuing better health 
is by pursuing a deeper 
relationship with Jesus, 
because if your spirit is 
not healthy and right 
with God, then the 
other areas of your life 
can’t become complete-
ly whole either.

Psalm 63:5 (AMPC) 
says, “My whole being 
shall be satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness; and 
my mouth shall praise 
You with joyful lips.” I 
love that this says “my 
whole being shall be 
satisfied.” 

And Psalm 63:8 gives 
us the key to complete 

satisfaction: “My whole 
being follows hard after 
You and clings closely 
to You; Your right hand 
upholds me.” So if we 
want to be fully satis-
fied, we have to follow 
hard after Jesus!

In any area of life, 
you’ll get out of it what 
you put into it. It’s 
foolish to think you can 
have a close walk with 
God if you don’t spend 
time with Him on a reg-
ular basis, or the only 
time you talk to Him 
is when you’re in trou-
ble. Being a victorious 
Christian is not just a 
Sunday morning event. 
And God wants to have 
a personal, intimate, 
ongoing relationship 
with you.

It’s a Daily Choice
Romans 12:1 says to 

“make a decisive ded-
ication of your bodies 
[presenting all your 
members and faculties] 
as a living sacrifice, holy 
(devoted, consecrated) 
and well pleasing to 
God, which is your 
reasonable (rational, 
intelligent) service and 
spiritual worship.” In 
other words, we need 
to dedicate our entire 
being to God…to be 
passionate for Him and 
seek Him with ALL of 
our heart.

As you pursue greater 
health, I want to en-
courage you to start by 
dedicating (or rededi-
cating) your entire life 
to Jesus. Spend time in 
prayer each day, study 

the Bible and discover 
for yourself what it 
means to have an inti-
mate relationship with 
Jesus and be full of the 
life of God. 

Remember that your 
walk with Christ is a 
lifelong journey, and 
learning to be complete-
ly dedicated to Him is a 
process. As you make 
progress little by lit-
tle each day, your life 
will get more exciting 
because following the 
plan God has for you 
is the way to become 
satisfied in your whole 
being—spirit, soul and 
body. 

***
For more on this top-

ic, order Joyce’s teach-
ing resource Healthy 
Living—Spirit, Soul 
& Bpdy. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoy-
ing Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 100 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and her newest devo-
tional QUIET TIMES 
WITH GOD (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

1003 5th St.   •   (815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
Please see our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
to see if we are open and to watch 

services live online at 10 a.m. 
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 503-1273
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road   •  Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
 “Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  
At this time in-person worship has 
been suspended due to COVID-19. 

Please check out Immanuel’s 
Facebook page or website for 

Sunday worship videos and other 
worship opportunities.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Ruth in the 
Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. From 2 Kings 13, what 
prophet ordered a king to 

shoot arrows out of a window? 
Paul, Job, Elisha, David

3. How many books of the 
Bible (KJV) are three letters 

long when spelled? 
0, 1, 2, 3

4. What prophet saw “the 
tents of Cushan in affliction”? 

Japheth, Noah, Hezekiah, 
Habakkuk

5. Who said unto the Lord, 
“Increase our faith”? 

Jonah, Apostles, Moses, Thieves
6. From Joel 2:6, what shall all 

faces gather? 
Sunlight, Blackness, Fear, 

Warmth

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Elisha; 
3) 1 (Job); 4) Habakkuk 3:7; 5) Apos-

tles (Luke 17:5); 6) Blackness

=

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TIMESHARE ESTATE 
OR ESTATES UNDER 

SECTION 10-50 OF 
THE ILLINOIS REAL 
ESTATE TIMESHARE 

ACT OF 1999
By virtue of 770 ILCS 
103/10-15 et. seq and 
in execution of certain 
mortgages on the 
timeshare estates given 
by the owners of the 
timeshare estates set 
forth below for breach 
of the conditions of said 
mortgages and for the 
purpose of foreclosing, 
the same will be sold at 
public auction starting 
at 11 o’clock a.m. on 
January 26, 2021, at 
the east entrance of 
Etna Road Government 
Complex, 707 Etna 
Road, Ottawa, IL 61350, 
being all and singular 
the premises described 
in said mortgages.
Each timeshare estate 
is a 1.923% and/or 
0.9615% undivided 
interest (each, a “Unit”) 
as tenant-in-common 
at Fox River Resort, 
a vacation ownership 
project in LaSalle 
County, Illinois, as per 
the recorded plat(s) 
thereof and according 
to the Amended and 
Restated Declaration of 
Restrictions, Covenants 
and Conditions 
recorded under File 
No. R2000-31258 and 
any Supplemental 
Declarations recorded 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds, 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
as supplemented and 
amended from time to 
time (the “Declaration”), 
together with the 
exclusive right to occupy 
the Unit during the 
designated Use Period 
Number(s), as said 
Use Period is defined 
in the Declaration, upon 
and subject to all of 
the terms, restrictions, 
covenants, conditions 
and provisions in the 
Declaration.
MAYOLITA AMASON, 
CYLE AMASON, 
5301 W DONNA DR, 
MILWAUKEE, WI, 
53223, according to the 
Mortgage dated April 
19, 2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
08153, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 5062014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0420, Use 
Period Number(s) 03 
Phase 7
MARTIN BERNAL, 
LAURA BERNAL, 
4245 S FRANCISCO 
AVE, CHICAGO, IL, 
60632, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
September 28, 2013 
and recorded under 
File No. 2013 25317, 
in the Office of the 

Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 11132013, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0098E, Use Period 
Number(s) 01 Phase 2
PAMELA COOPER, 
1262 W 72ND PL, 
CHICAGO, IL, 60636, 
according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
02, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
13023, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 6182013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0381, Use 
Period Number(s) 39 
Phase 3
PAMELA COOPER, 
1262 W 72ND PL, 
CHICAGO, IL, 60636, 
according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
02, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
13023, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 6182013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0392, Use 
Period Number(s) 46 
Phase 6
HERMAN DAILEY III, 
MICHELLE WILLIAMS, 
30 W 140TH CT, 
RIVERDALE, IL, 
60827, according to the 
Mortgage dated April 
06, 2012 and recorded 
under File No. R2012 
08563, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 4242012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0035E, Use 
Period Number(s) 17 
Phase 1
HERMAN DAILEY III, 
MICHELLE WILLIAMS, 
3411 KINGS RD APT 
323, STEGER, IL, 
60475, according to the 
Mortgage dated April 
06, 2012 and recorded 
under File No. R2012 
08563, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 4242012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0035E, Use 
Period Number(s) 17 
Phase 1
GERHARDT DAMRAU 
JR, AYLA FUCIK, 
7040 BECKWITH RD, 
MORTON GROVE, 
IL, 60053, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
January 07, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 01522, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 

on 1272015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0124O, Use Period 
Number(s) 15 Phase 2
TAMMY GEBHARDT, 
K E N N E T H 
GEBHARDT, 12191 W 
4000N RD, BONFIELD, 
IL, 60913, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
February 14, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 03816, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 3032015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0007, Use Period 
Number(s) 27 Phase 1
GABRIELA GOMEZ, 
VICTOR AMAYA 
FLORES, 6107 
W HENDERSON 
ST, CHICAGO, IL, 
60634, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
January 10, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 01546, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 1272015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0014O, Use Period 
Number(s) 04 Phase 1
GABRIELA GOMEZ, 
VICTOR AMAYA 
FLORES, 4531 S 23RD 
ST #5, MILWAUKEE, 
WI, 53221, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
January 10, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 01546, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 1272015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0014O, Use Period 
Number(s) 04 Phase 1
SHEILA HAGLER-
T H O M P S O N , 
DEBRA WARD, 
9911 S PROSPECT 
AVE, CHICAGO, IL, 
60643, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
September 04, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 18069, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 9222015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0391, Use Period 
Number(s) 24 Phase 6
SHEILA HAGLER-
THOMPSON, DEBRA 
WARD, 501 AVON LN 
APT 19B, OTTAWA, 
IL, 61350, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
September 04, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 18069, 
in the Office of the 

Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 9222015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0391, Use Period 
Number(s) 24 Phase 6
SHEILA HAGLER-
T H O M P S O N , 
DEBRA WARD, 
9911 S PROSPECT 
AVE, CHICAGO, IL, 
60643, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
September 04, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 18069, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 9222015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0391, Use Period 
Number(s) 42 Phase 6
SHEILA HAGLER-
THOMPSON, DEBRA 
WARD, 501 AVON LN 
APT 19B, OTTAWA, 
IL, 61350, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
September 04, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 18069, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 9222015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0391, Use Period 
Number(s) 42 Phase 6
DAVID C JOHNSON, 
329 PAISLEY PKWY, 
SULPHUR, LA, 70665, 
according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
04, 2011 and recorded 
under File No. R2011 
13784, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 6272011, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0402, Use 
Period Number(s) 20 
Phase 6
RAFAEL LAGUNAS, 
NANCY GONZALEZ 
M A L D O N A D O , 
5811 W ROSCOE 
ST, CHICAGO, IL, 
60634, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
September 13, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 20233, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 10272015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0003E, Use Period 
Number(s) 04 Phase 1
GARICK LAUDO, 
BRIA BYNUM, 2125 
S 4TH AVE APT 204, 
MAYWOOD, IL, 60153, 
according to the 
Mortgage dated July 
11, 2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
16199, in the Office of 

the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 8252015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0094, Use 
Period Number(s) 24 
Phase 2
TONY LOR, 1509 
S THEODORE ST, 
APPLETON, WI, 
54915, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
13, 2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
12284, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 7012015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0098, Use 
Period Number(s) 31 
Phase 2
PAMELA MANNEY, 
8837 S MUSKEGON 
AVE UNIT 1, CHICAGO, 
IL, 60617, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
September 22, 2014 
and recorded under 
File No. 2014 19930, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 10162014, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0372, Use Period 
Number(s) 50 Phase 3
AGUSTIN PEREZ 
RIOS, CARMEN 
BURGOS, EILEEN 
PEREZ, PO BOX 
34012, CHICAGO, IL, 
60634, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
February 14, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 03841, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 3032015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0086, Use Period 
Number(s) 23 Phase 2
AGUSTIN PEREZ 
RIOS, CARMEN 
BURGOS, EILEEN 
PEREZ, 624 
CRYSTALS BLVD, 
WINTER HAVEN, FL, 
33884, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
February 14, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 03841, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 3032015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0086, Use Period 
Number(s) 23 Phase 2
AGUSTIN PEREZ 
RIOS, CARMEN 
BURGOS, EILEEN 
PEREZ, 6901 WEST 
IRVING PARK ROAD 
# 2ND FLOOR, 
CHICAGO, IL, 
60634, according to 

the Mortgage dated 
February 14, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 03841, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 3032015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0086, Use Period 
Number(s) 23 Phase 2
CARMEN M. REYES, 
ERNEST ELIAS 
REYES, DANELLY 
REYES, 7311 N 
OAKLEY AVE APT 
1A, CHICAGO, IL, 
60645, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
21, 2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
12818, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 7082015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0096E, Use 
Period Number(s) 38 
Phase 2
CARMEN M. REYES, 
ERNEST ELIAS 
REYES, DANELLY 
REYES, 408 
PLEASANT RUN DR 
APT A, WHEELING, IL, 
60090, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
21, 2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
12818, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 7082015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0096E, Use 
Period Number(s) 38 
Phase 2
MELENDY RILEY-
STEELE, DONZELER 
STEELE, 801 
HARTFORD AVE, 
ROCKFORD, IL, 
61102, according to the 
Mortgage dated April 
17, 2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
08859, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 5142014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0014, Use 
Period Number(s) 28 
Phase 1
A N T O I N E T T E 
ROBERSON, 2841 
MONTICELLO DR, 
HOUSTON, TX, 
77045, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
September 05, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 18103, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 9222015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0377, Use Period 
Number(s) 13 Phase 3

N E W C O L O W 
SLAUGHTER, 3147 W 
83RD PL, CHICAGO, 
IL, 60652, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
August 06, 2014 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2014 16973, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSalle 
County, Illinois, on 
9052014, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0078O, Use Period 
Number(s) 16 Phase 1
IVORY SMITH III, 
8808 LAWSON ST 
APT 4, EL PASO, TX, 
79904, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
September 26, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 19790, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 10222015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0393, Use Period 
Number(s) 12 Phase 6
LYNDORA SOSTRES, 
880 THIERIOT AVE 
APT 6D, BRONX, NY, 
10473, according to the 
Mortgage dated March 
28, 2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
06939, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 4142015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0425, Use 
Period Number(s) 13 
Phase 7
JUAN VILLASENOR, 
2328 S CENTRAL 
AVE STE 1, CICERO, 
IL, 60804, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
January 03, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 03364, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 2232015, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0103O, Use Period 
Number(s) 29 Phase 2
ARQUILAH WILSON, 
4109 ORCHARD 
LN, MATTESON, IL, 
60443, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
September 04, 2014 
and recorded under 
File No. 2014 18448, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 9252014, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0018O, Use Period 
Number(s) 24 Phase 1
TERMS OF SALE: At 
the time and location 
noted above, the 
timeshare estates listed 
above will be sold at 

public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash. 
The timeshare estates 
will be sold in individual 
lots unless there are no 
individual bidders, in 
which case, they may 
be sold as a group. In 
the event the holder 
of the mortgages or its 
authorized agent is the 
purchaser of one or 
more of the timeshare 
estates, the holder 
of the mortgages or 
its authorized agent 
may offset against the 
purchase price of the 
timeshare estate(s) 
an amount equal to 
all or a portion of the 
amount due under the 
mortgage(s) (and thus, 
credit bid).
Other terms may be 
announced at the public 
auction.
Silverleaf Resorts, LLC,
A Texas Limited Liability 
Company
By: Deborah A. Quirk
Its: Agent
No. 0101
(Jan. 6, 13, 20, 2021)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF ) 
THE ESTATE OF )
PHYLLIS V.  )
THOMPSON,  ) 
Deceased )
Case No.:  20 P 237

CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Phyllis V. 
Thompson, of Mendota, 
Illinois. Letters  of Office 
were issued on  De-
cember 16, 2020 to Kim 
M. VanRheenen, 4656 
E. 3rd Rd., Mendota, IL 
61342, whose attorney 
is David M. Kaleel, 806 
Jefferson Street, Men-
dota, Illinois 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison 
St., Ottawa, IL  61350 
or with the representa-
tive, or both, on or be-
fore July 12, 2021.  If a 
claim notice is mailed 
or delivered personal-
ly to a creditor of the 
decedent, the creditor’s 
claim may be filed on or 
before the date stated 
in that Notice, if later 
than the date shown 
above.  Any claim not 
filed within the time al-
lowed is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
No. 1205
(12/23/20, 12/30/20 & 
1/6/21)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FOR SALE: JACKSON 
GUITARS. More Info 
Call 630-822-4534. 
Rochelle Area. (01-10-
21)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

APT FOR RENT 
IN COMPTON

Large recently 
remodeled 2 bedroom.

Stove, Refrigerator, 
Water, Sewer & Garbage 

included.
$550.00/Month

Deposit & Reference 
Required.

815-539-6629

12
09

20
20

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 

RENTRENT

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

MALTA: SPACIOUS 
3 - B E D R O O M . 
Absolutely No-Pets. 
Appliances & Water 
Furnished. $850/Month. 
1 s t / L a s t / S e c u r i t y. 
Shown by Appointment. 
630-365-9215. (01-10-
21)

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to start in Wednesday Mendota Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print publications 
and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads and $15.99 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not be 
responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

MAINTENANCE 
MECHANIC WANTED

Responsibilities include:  preventative 
maintenance on mechanical equipment 
and machines, use of hand and power 
tools necessary, electrical experience 
a plus, perform daily inspections of 

premises  and equipment. Send resume  
to Box 619 Mendota Ill 61342

12072020

Well-established contractor 
looking to hire person with 

general carpentry skills who 
works well with others and 
possesses good work ethic. 
Pay established according to 

skill level. Please send resume to 
W.E.C. c/o The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

07
27

20
20

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2018 Chevy Traverse 3LT, AWD 
Leather, Gray .............$26,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LT, Maroon .........$30,900
2017 GMC Acadia Denali 
AWD, Maroon ...........$28,900

2016 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, 98K mi.,  
Gray ...........................$13,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab 
Z71, 4x4, Black ..........$23,500

2020 Chevy Tahoe 4x4 LT 
Leather, Sunroof, DVD  
Nav, Silver ................$49,900
2020 Buick Enclave Avenir 
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec 
Black or White ..........$45,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, 26K Miles 
SIlver .........................$44,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Trail Boss 
Crew Cab, 4x4, 
 White .......................$42,900
2019 Chevy Traverse Premier 
AWD, 38K Miles 
Pearl White ...............$36,900
2019 Chevy Traverse 3LT 
Leather, AWD, Gray .$31,900
2019 Buick Encore Preferred 
FWD, 10k mi, White .$20,900
2018 Chevy Traverse AWD 
Premier, 54K Miles 
SIlver .........................$30,500

2018 Chevy Equinox LT AWD 
20K Miles, Pepperdust ..$22,900
2018 Chevy Impala LT 
47K Miles, Blue ........$19,000
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
Leather, Nav., 50K Miles 
Silver .........................$18,900
2018 Chev Equinox FWD LT 
Sunroof, 62K Miles 
Black .........................$17,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
45K Miles, Tan ..........$16,500
2017 Buick Envision Preferred 
AWD, 21K Miles, 
Black .........................$24,900
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Remote Start, Power Seat, 
White...........................$15,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, Sunroof, Heated/
Cooled Seats, 38K Miles, Pearl White

$36,900   

2019 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-9255 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal,  Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL 61367
815-535-6295

Buying? Selling?
Talk to the Local 

Specialists in the Field!
You can count on our team to  

expertly navigate the complexities 
of your real estate transaction and 

protect your best interest.

02182019

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

Abigail Vaessen, 
Broker

815-508-9715

815-539-3811

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Rd • Sublette, IL 61367 • 815-535-6295

1506 Lincoln Ave., Mendota  $125,500
Remarkable 3 bedroom 2-story home in Mendota on a wooded 
and shaded lot! If you are a fan of old houses, this is the one for 
you. Features stunning wood flooring, 2 huge bathrooms, a walk 
in closet, and an area for laundry. Tons of updates, ask to see the 
checklist! There is a large deck attached to the back with a super 
unique summer kitchen! 2 car garage with large workshop and 

office w/air  condition/heat within it.

901 CLARK ST., OGLESBY - $289,400

164 PENKINS ROAD, SUBLETTE SOLD - $183,000

1460 SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD, AMBOY PENDING 
- $109,500

209 S. JEFFERSON ST., AMBOY - $95,900

319 W PIERONNET ST., AMBOY - $89,900

112 S. MASON, AMBOY CONTINGENT - $49,900

SEE US ABOUT WOODHAVEN 
LAKES PROPERTIES

206 S. Poplar St., Sublette $133,900
Captivating and spacious 2 story Sublette home. 
Features 3 beautifully bright bedrooms, an office, and 
1 bathroom. Stunning natural woodwork throughout 
the entire home. Equipped with central air and heat, as 
well as provisions for a woodburner. All appliances stay 
besides the clothes washer and dryer. There is also a 
32x32 (3) car garage with heat and concrete flooring.

568 Slant Rd., West Brooklyn $180,000
1.5-story fixer-upper on 5 acres! Enjoy the beautiful 
country views from the front screen room. Offers 5 
bedrooms, 1 bath, and a spacious dining area. Land 
has many outbuildings perfect for animals or they 
can be purposed to fit your needs. Schedule an 
appointment to view today!

606 West Main St., Sublette  $129,900
Charming 2 bedroom 1 bathroom home in Sublette. 
Just updated with all new lavish flooring, windows, 
doors, trim, and so much more. Ask realtor for 
property checklist. Kitchen cabinets were just 
professionally refinished and the counter tops are 
NEW. Move in ready! You must see to appreciate its 
beauty. Call to set up an appointment today!

18 N Blackstone Ave., Amboy $114,400
Cozy 3 bedroom home with a gas fireplace! This 1.5 story 
offers main floor laundry and 2 main floor bedrooms. The 
upstairs bedroom is spacious and unique. Appliances that are 
in the home stay (dishwasher, washer, and dryer). Equipped 
with central air and gas heat. Also includes an extra lot for 
more privacy and space with a shed. The backyard features a 
concrete patio, spacious yard, and a paved path to the 3 car 
detached garage. This home is all ready for you!

109 W. Main St., Sublette $20,000
Commercial lot in a prime location! 
Lot is level and located in the center 
of town. Call today for a showing 
and more information.

1001 3rd Street MENDOTA 
GREAT house!! 2 BDRs with full BA 
upstairs, Master BDR on main level with 
BA, 2 car garage and big lot!!!! Give us a 
call

1003 Chicago Street MENDOTA
3 BDR, 1.5 BA Ranch with updated 
kitchen and attached 1 car garage, 
full basement!! Nice corner lot!!

4121 E 2nd Rd MENDOTA  
Brick ranch with deck facing the cornfields and west 
to capture those sunsets!! Total of 4 BDR’s, and 2 
BA’s, lovely living room with woodburning fireplace 
for those cold wintry nights! Main level laundry and 
pantry!!!

1206 Burlington MENDOTA
Wonderful 4 BDR, 2 BA Victorian, with 
front porch, beautiful woodwork, French 
Doors, lots of space inside and OUT!!

MLS# 10952640  801 
2nd Ave, Mendota, IL   
$129,900.  5 bedroom 1 1/2 
bath home on corner lot.  2 
new bathrooms, new carpet 
upstairs, lnew flooring in 
kitchen.  1st floor laundry 
with 1/2 bath.  New kitchen 
appliances.  Many updates,  
newer windows and siding, 
front porch added.  Alley 
access with 60x150 lot.  Call 
for all the amenities.  

1107 5th St., Mendota, IL  
#10528563  $120,000.00    
Charming 3-4 bedroom 
home with first floor 
laundry and master 
bedroom and bath.  Eat in 
kitchen and dining area.  
2 car detached garage.  
Screened porch and lovely 
front porch.  Roof repairs 
have been completed.  
Call for all the amenities.

MLS# 10908570   3644 E. 5th Rd,  $187,000    Follow 
Vermillion St in Troy Grove over rail road track and house is 
on the left side on the curve..   Unique property sitton on 3 
acres.  3 car garage, swimming pool above ground, jacuzzi, 
fenced yard for small dogs.  3 bedrooms 2 bath.  Lower 
level family room with fireplace. Call for all the amenities.

MLS#10803738  622 
Clark St. Marseilles, IL  
$89,900.  This affordable 
2 bedroom 1 bath on a 
corner lot will be sold 
“as is”.  Great open front 
porch.  14.16 deck in the 
backyard that is partially 
fenced in.  Hardwood 
floors, laundry room, 
bonus room.   Call for all 
amenities.

It’s 2021! May this year bring you Good Luck & Happiness. 

JAMI BAUER
815-993-7751

LORI MUNSON
815-228-4852

RITA LILJA 
815-712-7346

REBECCA 
MCPHEETERS 
708-220-3338

NEW YEAR! NEW HOME!

NEW LISTING!MLS#10824085MLS#10893175MLS#10847192
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