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High school leaders see student improvement
RTHS adding 60 more in-person learners for second semester; 

failure rate cut 50 percent since September
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School Principal Chris 
Lewis recapped the first 
semester and detailed 
expectations for second 
semester during the Ro-
chelle School District 
212 Board of Education 
meeting Tuesday eve-
ning. While District 212 
has reduced the number 
of failing students by 50 
percent since September, 
Lewis said more work 
remains to be done.

“There’s no secret that 
we were really strug-
gling around September 
and October,” Lewis 
said. “Our kids and our 
teachers were struggling 
and we were looking for 
what we could do to get 
our kids over the hump… 
We’ve decreased our de-
ficiencies, but we’re fac-
ing twice the number of 
deficiencies as we’d see 
during a normal semester. 
We still have some ways 

to go on this.”
District 212 had been 

conducting hybrid learn-
ing during first semes-
ter, with 31 percent of 
students opting out for 
remote learning. RTHS 
underwent an eight-week 
pause of in-person learn-
ing in November, with 
Tuesday marking the first 
day RTHS resumed its 
hybrid model.  Lewis 
said RTHS has added 60 
more in-person learners 
for second semester, 
lowering the opt-out rate 
by 6 percent with the 
freshman class seeing 
an 8 percent decrease in 
opt-outs.

“When we went into an 
adaptive pause, we were 
happy to see attendance 
and engagement stay 
at a high level,” RTHS 
Superintendent Jason 
Harper said. “There have 
been ups and downs for 
all involved in this year’s 
hybrid model… While 
in-person learning ben-
efits from daily contact 
with teachers, adhering 

to COVID-19 mitiga-
tion strategies like social 
distancing, masking and 
cleaning procedures can 
be cumbersome for stu-
dents and teachers. On 
the other hand, while re-
mote learning can be suc-

cessful for some students, 
it comes with its own 
challenges like ensuring 
all technology is work-
ing and age-appropriate 
expectations.”

As District 212 looks 
to jump-start learning 
during second semester, 
Lewis said RTHS stu-
dents opting in will attend 
school for five in-person 
classes as opposed to the 
four they took during 
first semester. One of 
those five courses will 
be an in-person physical 
education course. Lewis 
also said the district 
will utilize APEX flex-
ible learning, integrated 
study halls in student 
schedules and summer 
school courses to help 
failing students catch up 
and stay on track.

“There may not be 
enough time during the 
semester for some of our 
kids to do everything,” 
Lewis said. “We’re hop-
ing we can be closer to 
normal when summer 
school comes around.”

Vaccines
Harpe r  s a id  s t a ff 

members  in Distr ict 
212 and District 231 will 
be receiving COVID-19 
vaccines with the help 
of school nurses and 
the Ogle County Health 
Department. Harper said 
over 225 staff members 
across both school dis-
tricts will receive the 
first of two Moderna CO-
VID-19 vaccine doses on 
Monday, Jan. 25, with the 
second dose scheduled 
for Monday, Feb. 22. 

“The OCHD has been 
a good partner to us and 
RCH has played a role 
in vaccinations as well,” 
Harper said. “We’ll help 
supply registered nurses 
for the vaccinations, but 
the OCHD will provide 
some as well. We hope 
to have up to seven sta-
tions of nurses giving 
vaccinations every 10 
minutes with one-hour 
lunches… We’ll hopefully 
have vaccinations done by 
4 p.m. Monday.” 

 

RTHS Principal Chris 
Lewis discusses 
academic performance 
with members of the 
District 212 Board of 
Education on Tuesday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

ON New 
Year’s 
Day Shan-

non Halligan aired a 
story for WGN News 
about former Rochelle 
resident Teki Vejseli 
who granted the in-
terview as he fought 
for his life, a patient 
at Acibadem Sistina 
Hospital in Skopje, 
Macedonia.

A soccer standout in 
high school who has 

Vejseli’s story a horror and a miracle
remained very active, 
Vejseli traveled to 
North Macedonia last 
month to attend his 
grandfather’s funer-
al. He was supposed to 
be back at home here 
with his family on Dec. 
27 to ring in the New 
Year, but those plans 
changed once he con-
tracted COVID-19.

The virus viciously 
attacked his lungs. He 
developed pneumonia 

before his lungs hem-
orrhaged. He flat lined 
twice. His medical 
team worked franti-
cally to revive him.

“I was dead two 
times. My oxygen 
(levels) dropped and 
my lungs gave up,” 
he said via Facebook 
messenger. “I am very 
fortunate to be alive. 
God has given me a 
second chance.”

Vejseli’s roommate 
was not as fortunate. 

“That gentleman 
was my roommate for 
three days. He died 
right before my eyes,” 
Vejseli said.

The horror of all the 
deaths he witnessed 
has taken an additional 
toll. 

“It haunts me. I 
can’t sleep and I wake 
up screaming. Please 
share my story and 
photos,” he said. “I 
hope it makes a dif-
ference and can save 
some lives.”

Vejseli does not 
know where or how he 
picked up the virus, 
but the previously 
healthy, active 35-year-
old wanted to share his 
experience because of 
the fury with which 
Coronavirus attacked. 

“My lungs are ru-

ined,” he said, “and I 
don’t want to see any-
body else in a hospital 
bed.”  

He says he has been 
traumatized by the ex-
perience, but knowing 
he has the support of 
his hometown fuels his 
recovery every day.

He is slowly regain-
ing his strength. Hav-
ing twice tested nega-
tive for Covid now, 

Vejseli arrived back 
home Jan. 13 in the 
Rockford area with his 
wife and three young 
children.

You can watch Hal-
ligan’s WGN report 
at: https://wgntv.com/
news/coronavirus/
dont-make-fun-of-it-
illinois-man-fighting-
covid-19-in-hospital-
has-message-for-new-
year

Rochelle Township High School graduate and 
soccer standout Teki Vejseli spent weeks in a hospital 
overseas battling COVID after traveling to attend his 
grandfather’s funeral in North Macedonia.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Teki Vejseli was finally able to return home to the 
Rockford area to his family after battling COVID 
while overseas. Vejseli is not certain where or how 
he contracted the virus and was previously healthy 
and active.
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Kinzinger said. “I think 
we realized how fragile 
democracy is. The vast 
majority of people out 
there had no intention 
of doing this, but the 
whole narrative of why 
everybody was out there 
was because of misin-
formation and the idea 
the election was stolen 
in the face of any proof. 
I could go along with that 
narrative because it’s an 
easy political decision, 
but I also know the deep 
ramifications of making 
that decision.”

The invasion at the 
Capitol building resulted 
in the House of Represen-
tatives impeaching Trump 
for the second time in his 
presidency, something 
that hasn’t happened to 
any other president in 
American history. It was 
also the most bipartisan 
impeachment in history, 
with 10 Republicans, 
including Kinzinger, who 
represents over 700,000 
Illinoisans in the 16th 
Congressional District, 
voting to impeach Trump 
this past week for inciting 
insurrection. 

“I voted for the presi-
dent during the election, 
but as we got past the elec-
tion, I saw the massive 
increase in misinforma-
tion,” Kinzinger said. “I 
predicted multiple times 
that there’d be violence 
on Jan. 6. When Jan. 6 
happened, I matched the 
president’s words during 
his speech and the pres-
ident’s accusations of 
a stolen election and I 
couldn’t come to any con-
clusion other than what 
happened at the Capitol 
was an insurrection and 
the president played a 
significant role.”

Kinzinger noted that 
the No. 2, No. 3 and 
No. 4 persons in the 
presidential line of suc-
cession (Vice President 
Mike Pence, Speaker of 
the House Nancy Pelosi 
and Senate President Pro 
Tempore Chuck Grass-
ley) were under attack 
as a result of the Jan. 6 
insurrection. Kinzinger 
also noted how Trump’s 
action on Twitter and his 
refusal to mobilize the 
military on Jan. 6 played a 
role in his vote to impeach 
the president, who was 
ultimately impeached 
with a 232-197 vote. 

“I know it’s not an easy 
political decision, but on 
things like this, I’ve made 
it clear to myself and the 
people I represent that my 
ultimate oath is to the peo-
ple of the district and the 
Constitution,” Kinzinger 
emphasized. “The first 
impact of what happened 
on Jan. 6 to me was the 

recognition of how frag-
ile our democracy is. Our 
democracy survived that 
day, but we saw how close 
it came to not. The second 
impact was knowing this 
would be one of the things 
our history books write 
about [Trump]. From 
second-hand accounts, 
the president knows that 
and he’s sad about that.”

With the House voting 
to impeach Trump, who 
leaves office on Jan. 20, 
the Senate will begin a 
trial to debate and decide 
whether or not Trump 
should be convicted. 
Two-thirds of the Senate 
must vote in favor in 
order to convict Trump, 
who was acquitted after 
his first impeachment. 
While the trial will not be 
completed before Trump 
leaves office and Biden is 
sworn in, Kinzinger said 
he hopes to see a fair trial 
that fully analyzes what 
happened during the Jan. 
6 events.

“I’d like to see our 
senators make decisions 
based on merits and not 
on politics,” Kinzinger 
said. “I actually think 
there’s a decent chance 
enough senators will vote 
to convict, which would 
prevent him from running 
again. I think it’s an im-
portant step, and I don’t 
know if that’s what will 
happen, but over time, I 
think it would be seen as 
the right thing to do and 
I think the longer time 
passes until the Senate 
trial starts, it’s probably 
more likely there will be 
enough senators.”

With the Biden admin-
istration ready to take 
over on Jan. 20, Kinzing-
er said he hopes to see 
congressional leaders 
on both sides return to 
a more normal sense of 
diplomacy.

“I want to see an 
attempt to calm down 
rhetoric and get back to 
professional disagree-
ments,” Kinzinger said. 
“I’ll disagree with the 
Biden administration on 
a lot of things, but I’ll 
do so in a way I think is 
reflective of the great past 
of how we do politics and 
not necessarily the pres-
ent. Hopefully there are 
areas where we can work 
together. One area would 
be actually getting an 
infrastructure bill done. 
I’m willing to work with 
the administration when 
I can and when I have 
to oppose the adminis-
tration, I’ll do so in a 
professional and upright 
manner. I’m not going 
to adapt to the politics 
of personal destruction, 
conspiracies and stoking 
division.”

LOCAL NEWS

The right care, right here in Rochelle.
Visit rochellehospital.com to learn more. 900 N. 2nd St., Suite 200, Rochelle, Illinois

The Family Healthcare Clinic at Rochelle Community Hospital welcomes orthopedic surgeon 
Dr. Gadini Delisca. As passionate about joining the community as he is about providing expert 
orthopedic and sports medicine care, Dr. Delisca chose a general orthopedic focus to serve 
patients of all ages. From fracture care, treating arthritis and carpal tunnel, to hand, foot and 
ankle procedures, and joint replacement surgery, Dr. Delisca helps patients “get back to living 
again.” Call 815-562-3784 to make an appointment or for more information.

Providing expert orthopedic and sports 
medicine care to patients of all ages.

RCH Welcomes New Orthopedic 
Surgeon, Dr. Gadini Delisca!

Above, Rep. Adam Kinzinger is pictured with the 2018 Congressional Art Contest 
winner, Rochelle Township High School’s Alva Valle. Kinzinger, first elected to 
Congress in 2010, is currently serving his fifth term in the United States House 
of Representatives and represents Illinois’ 16th Congressional District, which 
stretches across 14 counties in Northern Illinois, including parts of DeKalb, Ford, 
Stark, Will and Winnebago counties, and all of Boone, Bureau, Grundy, Iroquois, 
LaSalle, Lee, Livingston, Ogle and Putnam counties.  Prior to being elected to 
Congress, Kinzinger served in the Air Force in both Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom. Kinzinger joined the United States Air Force 
in 2003. He was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in November 2003 and later 
awarded his pilot wings. He has served in the Air Force Special Operations, Air 
Combat Command, Air Mobility Command, and Air National Guard. He continues 
to serve his country as a pilot in the Air National Guard, with the current rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel, and balances this service with his duties in Congress.

(NEWS-LEADER FILE PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
STAFF WRITER

WA S H I N G T O N , 
D.C. — United States 
Congressman Adam 
Kinzinger heard flash 
bang grenades explod-
ing outside his office 
in Washington D.C. as 
large numbers of invaders 
stormed the U.S. Capitol 
building on Jan. 6.

The Republican, who 
is in his fifth term rep-
resenting Illinois’ 16th 
District, had a feeling the 
events that took place that 
day could take an ugly 
turn. The day started as 
expected, with Kinzinger 
and his congressional 
colleagues entering the 
House chamber around 
1 p.m. for a Joint Session 
to certify the results of 
the 2020 election, and 
confirm Joe Biden de-
feated Donald Trump as 
President. 

When Kinzinger re-
turned to his office, he 
began seeing tensions 
flare on social media, with 
some people on Twit-
ter directing comments 
specifically toward him. 
After speaking to his wife 
on the phone, Kinzinger 
sensed that actions out-
side the Capitol were 
turning for the worse.

“I could see a little 
of the crowd, but I felt a 
real dark and evil sense 
coming over the place,” 
Kinzinger said. “I’m not 
one of those guys who 
feels that all of the time, 
but that’s the best way I 

could describe it. When I 
heard the Capitol alarm, 
which I’ve only heard 
twice in my 10 years, and 
I heard the panic from 
the narrator’s voice that 
we needed to shelter in 
place, I knew things were 
going to get pretty bad, 
so I locked myself in my 

“I’ll disagree with the Biden “I’ll disagree with the Biden 
administration on a lot of things, administration on a lot of things, 
but I’ll do so in a way I think is but I’ll do so in a way I think is 
reflective of the great past of reflective of the great past of 
how we do politics… I’m willing how we do politics… I’m willing 
to work with the administration to work with the administration 
when I can and when I have when I can and when I have 
to oppose the administration, to oppose the administration, 
I’ll do so in a professional I’ll do so in a professional 
and upright manner. I’m not and upright manner. I’m not 
going to adapt to the politics going to adapt to the politics 
of personal destruction, of personal destruction, 
conspiracies and stoking conspiracies and stoking 
division.”division.”

Rep. Adam KinzingerRep. Adam Kinzinger

Kinzinger reflects on Capitol invasion
Congressman explains reasons behind impeachment vote, hopes for return to diplomacy

office and told my staff 
not to come in.”

Kinzinger, who said he 
expressed his concerns 
about how events could 
transpire on Jan. 6 to 
House Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy, added 
he typically carries a 
weapon on him every-

where but the Capitol 
building. That changed on 
Jan. 6, with Kinzinger de-
ciding to bring his weapon 
into the Capitol because 
he felt he may have need-
ed to defend himself if 
tensions escalated.

“I  have profound 
sadness for that day,” 
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Plus, get $10 off for 
donating a non-
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Salvation Army.
 Expire 1/12/20

815-562-4440

servicenowhomeservices.com • servicenowhomeservices.com

IL Lic. 058-111840

$$59590000 Heating Heating 
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    $20  Instant Savings
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$30  Added Savings!
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“Improving Your Family’s Health
& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness
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Any arrests listed in this paper 
are merely charges and the 
defendants are presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in a court of 
law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Rochelle 

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police, will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
will not be considered or honored 
at any time.

Report policy

ROCHELLE — You know 
you’re from Rochelle if your 
mouth waters at the mention of ap-
ple crisp from Mrs. Carolyn Moe’s 
Rochelle Township High School 
Foods I Home Economics class. 
Mrs. Moe, Ruth Lusardi, Kathy 
Connor and Rosalee Schaeffer 
taught a wide variety of Home Ec 
classes back at the 1921 campus.

Colleen Esterday RN, learned 
to make Mrs. Moe’s apple crisp 
when she was a student. Back then 
she was Colleen Primrose (RTHS 
Class of 1986). 

Esterday also included a recipe 
for cheese spread that she says 
tastes just like what the Stavrakas 
family served at the iconic Ro-
chelle Beacon.

A former Focus House nurse, 
Esterday contributed greatly to 
the 2020 Recipe Book as did a 
number familiar Focus House 
faces. The book is a product of 
the Foundation For Focus House.

The 61-page book is spiral 
bound and filled with Focus 
House family favorite recipes and 
cooking tips. It was sponsored by 
Remax Real Estate broker Jennie 
McLaughlin. Hub-Remsen Print-
ing designed and printed it.

Order
Books are on sale at Focus 

House for $10.  Call the Focus 
House campus at 815-562-5881 
to place an order and make ar-
rangements to pick it up.

Book features a Carolyn Moe Foods 1 
recipe and Beacon cheese spread

MALTA — The Of-
fice of Student Services 
at Kishwaukee College 
has announced the stu-
dents named to the Fall 
2020 Dean’s List. To 
be eligible for Dean’s 

List honors, a student 
must have completed a 
minimum of 12 semester 
hours (at the 100/200 
level) during an academic 
term at Kishwaukee Col-
lege with a semester grade 

point average of 3.50 or 
higher on a 4.0 scale.

The following local 
Kishwaukee College stu-
dents have been named 
to the official Fall 2020 
Dean’s List:

Kishwaukee College Fall Dean’s list announced

MALTA — Kishwaukee College 
is pleased to announce its Part-Time 
Student Honors List for Fall 2020. 
Over half the students at Kishwaukee 
College attend school part time and 
many of these students have respon-
sibilities that extend far beyond the 
classroom, including work and family 
obligations.

To be eligible for this honor, a stu-
dent must have completed a minimum 
of 6 (but less than 12) semester hours 
of college-level courses at Kish with 
a grade point average of 3.5 or higher.

The following local students have 
been named to the Kishwaukee College 
Fall 2020 Part-Time Student Honors 
List:

Mary Wall and Austin Childers, 

both of Creston; Dominic Swanson of 
Esmond; Sarah Kanas of Kings; Caitlin 
McMurray of Lindenwood; Spencer 
Warborg, Faith Worthington, Jaderi 
Ibarra, Allison Seebach, Arlette Garcia, 
Maximiliano Torres, Awatef Abdal-
lah, Erica Miller, Katherine Mosher, 
Christin Howard, Jaimie Mohler, Kas-
sandra Kirk, Juliana Ponce, Courtney 
South, Brandon Villa, Diana Penaran, 
Lizbeth Hueramo, Jaelyn Kammes, 
Katelyn Ragan, Colen Turner, Lisset 
Hernandez, Lillian Fulgencio, Keelyn 
Sarmiento, Laura Lopez, Emma Smith, 
Elisa Hayenga, Isabella Lodico, Ellie 
Kinn, Sofia Lenkaitis, Madison Car-
michael, Sterling Devers, Ayah Sbeih, 
Cameron Wiegartz and Damian Nava 
Barrientos, all of Rochelle.

College announces part-
time honor’s list

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
Flagg-Rochelle Com-
munity Park District 
commissioners approved 
bids for outdoor seating 
and an electronic sign 
for the recreation center 
during Monday’s board 
meeting.

Board commissioners 
approved a bid from 
Doyle Signs amounting 
$23,980 for a digital sign 
near the front entrance 
of the recreation center 
at 802 Jones Road in 
Rochelle. Executive di-
rector Jackee Ohlinger 
said the sign should be 
operational in approxi-
mately two months. 

Commissioners also 
approved a bid from 
Doty & Sons amounting 
$16,380 for outdoor 
seating at the recreation 
center. Ohlinger said 
the project will be fund-
ed through a generous 
donation from Chuck 
Stocking, who donated to 
the park district in honor 
of Bud and Kay Stocking. 

The seating will be 
located primarily along 
the west patio outside the 
community center.

Bids 
approved

Charles Stone of Ash-
ton; Karyssa Dale of Lin-
denwood; Vanessa Bel-
monte, Christina Ramos, 
Mark Pearson, Ashley 
Gibson, Josue Almaraz, 
Jennifer Froehlig, Judith 
Fulgencio, Kaylee Ser-
geant, Abigail Zwinklis, 
Carlie Elder, Alexandre 
Greer, Mandi Lamb, 
Brooke Myroth, Nicole 
Sheets, Rebecca Bunger, 

Bryant Hernandez, Mari-
sol Garcia, Kaitlynn Ost, 
Olivia Ramos, Quinton 
Casey, Evan Horner, 
Isaac Ochoa, Katelyn 
Ackland,  Johnathan 
Nguyen, Cierra Thomas, 
Sarah Plyman, Melanie 
Higueros and Nicholas 
Albers, all of Rochelle; 
and Raynah Marks and 
Kelsey Kinne, both of 
Steward.

Stillman Bank President and COO Tom Hughes (far left) recently presented the 
Stillman Valley Firefighter’s Association with a $500 donation. Accepting the 
donation on behalf of the Firefighter’s Association were Chief Chad Hoefle and 
Matt DeVries. 

Donation to firefighters

Check us out online at www.rochellenews-leader.com
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One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

ASHTON — Nicole Marie 
Long, 43, of Ashton, passed away 
in the home Jan. 16, 2021 sur-
rounded by family. 
She was born July 
30th 1977 to Roderic 
and Barbara (Glaser) 
Mallaro in Dubuque, 
Iowa,

She was a 1995 
graduate of Rochelle 
To w n s h i p  H i g h 
School and received 
her RN from Kishwaukee College 
in 2003.

She attended Grace Fellowship 
Church, served as Youth Leader, 

and served in multiple ministries 
of the church. Nikki loved to 
attend church every Sunday and 

enjoyed Bible studies and un-
derstanding the love of GOD.

Nikki enjoyed attending 
Christian concerts and watching 
movies with her family. She 
loved to visit the beach, having 
had 17 family vacations involv-
ing the ocean. Nikki loved to 
travel and visit national parks, 
having visited four this summer. 
She married Jason Long on 

April 20, 2000. She is the moth-
er of Michael (Tessa) Finn and 
Matthew Long; the daughter of 

Barbara; sister to Nina Mallaro 
and Steph Mallaro; and sister-in-
law to Megan Nyman.

She is preceded in death by her 
father, Roderic, in 1984.

Visitation is opened to friends 
and family at Grace Fellowship 
Church in Ashton on Jan. 20 from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

A private family funeral service 
will be held the next day at Grace 
Fellowship Church in Ashton with 
interment to follow at the Ashton 
Cemetery Ashton.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.beveragelyonsfa-
milyfh.com.

Obituaries

Nicole Marie Long

ROCKFORD  — Bernice 
completed 103 years and three 
months on her jour-
ney here. Bernice H. 
Werdin was called to 
the throne of Jesus 
Christ on Dec. 24, 
2020. She was born 
Sept. 24, 1917 in 
Janesville, Minne-
sota, Waseca Coun-
ty. The Holy Trinity 
made her His child on Sept. 25, 

1917 in Holy Baptism. On July 
12, 1931 she confirmed her faith 

in the rite of Confirmation. She 
married her husband “Ted” on 
July 31, 1940.

She met her husband Theo-
dore “Ted” and her oldest son 
David at the throne.

Waiting to join her are two 
sons, Donald of Rockford, and 
Gregory (Beth) of Wittmann, Ar-
izona. She was blessed with three 

grandsons and three granddaugh-

ters as well as six great-grandsons.
She became a registered nurse 

at the Kahler School of Nursing in 
Rochester, Minnesota, on Sept. 2, 
1939. She fondly remembered that 
the Mayo brothers, of the Mayo 
Clinic, signed her graduation 
certificate.

She had fond memories of 
working at the Rochelle Municipal 
Hospital for many years and help-
ing to put her three sons through 
college.

Bernice Werdin

QUESTIONS
about

MEDICARE - PART D
SUPPLEMENTS

DRUG BENEFITS
WE CAN HELP

CALL 
TODAY!

815-562-5596 Joe 
Meadows 11

18
20

20

x205 for appointment.

DEKALB — Marie J. Hill, 90, passed away on 
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021 at Oak Crest in DeKalb.

Cremation care provided by Unger Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 North Sixth Street, Rochelle.  

Arrangements are pending. Visit www.UngerHorner.
com.

BYRON — The Mag-
gie & Amos Foundation 
has selected nine area ed-
ucators as recipients of its 
December “Elf-Grants.”  

The Foundation of-
fered grants in the amount 
of $250 to local educa-
tors to benefit student 
learning during these 
trying times. Grants were 
awarded to:

Megan Carr, PLUS 
Teacher for Ogle County 
Educational Cooperative, 
to purchase a document 
camera to better provide 
instruction for students 
both in-person and remote 
learning.

Mel i ssa  Deutsch , 
Teacher at Central Ele-
mentary School in Ro-
chelle, to purchase hands-
on manipulatives for early 
learners in reading and 
math.

Debra Cleary, Teacher 
at Amboy High School, 
to purchase art supplies 
to teach students felting 
and 3D art.

M i k a y l a  H u s s e y, 
Teacher at Amboy Ele-
mentary School, to pur-
chase individual books for 
students in her classroom 
to call their own.

Randi Webb, Teacher 
at Oregon Elementary 
School, to purchase a 
classroom subscription 
to Kami, a useful tool 
to make learning more 
accessible for in-person 
and remote learners.

Erin Strouss and Kel-
ly Polz, Counselors for 
Rochelle Elementary 
District, to purchase ma-
terials to support their 
district-wide implemen-
tation of the social-emo-
tional learning program 
Conscious Discipline.

Kelsi Jones, Teacher at 
Polo Elementary School, 
to purchase individual 
dry erase paddles to im-

prove students’ abilities 
to share their thoughts 
and increase interaction 
in their lessons.

Aubrey Burke, Teacher 
at Amboy Elementary 
School, to purchase mate-
rials and supplies to create 
visuals and supports for 
students with special ed-
ucation needs.

The non-profit Maggie 
& Amos Foundation was 
created in memory of 
Maggie (Rosko) Meyer 
and her son, Amos, who 
were killed in October 
2016 in their Byron area 
home. 

Maggie, a Special Ed-
ucation teacher at Chana 
Education Center, was 
passionate about helping 
students learn to love 
learning and fostering 
a positive experience in 
school. She was also an 
avid runner and compet-
ed in many local 5k and 
triathlon events. 

Originally from Mount 
Morris, Maggie cared 
deeply about the White 
Sox, her friends and 
family, and her commu-
nity. She volunteered for 
many charity activities 
and promoted helping 
others in both her class-
room and at home with 
3-year-old Amos. 

The foundation raises 
funds through an annu-
al 5k and family event 
(currently postponed due 
to COVID-19 mitiga-
tions). Since its initiation 
in 2017, the founda-
tion has provided over 
$26,000 in donations to 
area libraries, schools 
and educators, and in 
college scholarships. The 
organization currently 
shares information on 
its activities and events 
on their Facebook page: 
The Maggie & Amos 
Foundation.       

Foundation 
names grant 
recipients

BLOOMINGTON 
— Agriculture students 
and Illinois Farm Bu-
reau® members, spouses 
and children are eligible 
to apply for 78 college 
scholarships offered by 
the IAA Foundation, 
Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
charitable arm. The schol-
arships, ranging from 
$1,000 to $7,500, will 
be awarded in total of 
$124,000 for the 2021-22 
school year. 

 “We are pleased to rec-
ognize students through 
our growing scholarship 
program,” said Jenni-
fer Smith, Development 
Manager, IAA Founda-
tion. “It is a privilege to 
support the next genera-
tion of leaders and encour-
age degrees in agriculture 
related fields.” 

 Students may apply 
for a variety of scholar-
ships, including three IAA 
Foundation Top Schol-
arships, where winners 
will each receive $5,000 
awards. Another $7,500 
award goes to the Illinois 
Farm Bureau Legacy of 
Leadership scholarship 
winner. In addition to 
family scholarships often 
established to honor the 
memory of a loved one, 
the IAA Foundation offers 

scholarships on behalf 
of organizations such as 
Prairie Farms Dairy. For 
2021, the IAA Foundation 
is honored to administer 
the newly created Sara 
C. Andrews Memorial 
Scholarship and the H.R. 
Beeson Scholarship. 

 All applicants must 
be current high school 
seniors accepted for en-
rollment, or students al-
ready enrolled, at an 
accredited college, or uni-
versity. Scholarships are 
awarded for exceptional 
academics, leadership 
experiences and commu-
nity involvement. Previ-
ous winners of an IAA 
Foundation scholarship 
are eligible to apply again 
if the scholarship allows.

 A full listing of avail-
able scholarships and 
eligibility guidelines is 
available on the Foun-
dation website, www.
iaafoundation.org. NEW 
TIMELINE: The applica-
tion opens January 1, 2021 
and must be completed 
online by February 15, 
2021. 

 For more information, 
contact your county Farm 
Bureau, the IAA Foun-
dation at 309-557-2232, 
or e-mail Jennifer Smith 
at jsmith@ilfb.org.  

IAA Foundation 
offers scholarships to 
support agriculture

Marie Hill

Read and 
Recycle
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STATE NEWS

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Davis Family  
Health LLC
1212 Currency Court 

Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500
Appointments Available  

Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
Most insurances accepted.

12
02

20
20

Always Welcoming 
New Patients!

We Fix Boo Boos

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

12022020

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level    Reduce appetite 

We Accept Most Insurances and Patients Without Insurance ROCHELLE | 1233 N. CARON RD. | 815.562.5000
ORDER ONLINE @ MYROSATIS.COM/ROCHELLE.COM

07222020

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials DINE-IN, CARRYOUT DINE-IN, CARRYOUT 
OR DELIVERYOR DELIVERY

Sunday
50¢ Boneless Wings 

75¢ Jumbo Bone-In Wings

Monday 
25% off any pizza of your 

choice*

Tuesday
Buy one pizza & get the 
same size cheese pizza 

for FREE**

Wednesday
One 16” Thin Crust 

1-Topping Pizza only 
$10.99**

Thursday
Buy One Pasta Dinner, Get 

a 2nd for 1/2 Price*

Friday
Free dough nuggets with 

any order over $20

Saturday
 Free 12” cheese pizza with purchase of any 18” pizza.

*Limit 2 per customer per day some restrictions apply. Daily Specials not valid with other coupons/offers/catering

** Additional Toppings Extra

361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

   Hub City
361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
Jennie McLaughlin

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

GOOD LUCK HUBS!
It would be my pleasure to help 

you with all your real estate 
needs, whether buying or selling.

Give me a call with any  
questions you may have.

FBB2017

Jennie McLaughlin, 
Broker

(815) 561-9488
jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com

www.jenzhomes.com

Norm McLaughlin, 
Broker

815-901-2005
Normanmc123@yahoo.com

Independently owned & operated.

10
07

20
20

We are now located at

136 May Mart Drive
Same Great Service at a New Location!

BY SARAH MANSUR
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/
SMANSUR@CAPITOLNEWSIL-
LINOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD — 
The 101st Illinois General 
Assembly took historic 
action by passing legisla-
tion to end cash bail prior 
to electing a Black House 
Speaker for the first time 
in the 102nd General As-
sembly.

But lawmakers ran 
out of time on several 
consequential measures 
— including bills that 
would have expanded 
vote-by-mail, allowed 
lawmakers to conduct 
business remotely during 
the pandemic and elim-
inated newly expanded 
income tax deductions for 
business owners. Another 
bill relating to the state’s 
rollout of legalization of 
adult-use marijuana also 
failed to pass, as did a 
measure that was part of 
the Illinois Legislative 
Black Caucus’ health care 
agenda.

House Democrats fell 
10 votes short of passing 
a bill, endorsed by Gov. 
JB Pritzker, that would 
have eliminated certain 
tax deductions for Illinois 
business owners that were 
created under the federal 
CARES Act. Pritzker has 
argued this change by the 
legislature is needed to 
prevent revenues from 
shrinking by more than 
$500 million during the 
current fiscal year, thus 
enlarging the state’s $3.9 
billion budget deficit.

Specifically, the bill 
would end the CARES Act 
amendments that expand-
ed income deductions 
business owners can claim 
as net operating losses, 
carryback losses or excess 

business losses.
In a Jan. 8 news re-

lease, Pritzker encouraged 
the General Assembly to 
“decouple” Illinois’ tax 
law from the federal tax 
amendments under the 
CARES Act, an action that 
would have kept the state 
tax code consistent with 
previous years. 

Pritzker claimed those 
changes would have pre-
served $500 million in 
state tax revenue from 
noncorporate taxpay-
ers and owners of pass-
through entities, such as 
limited liability compa-
nies and partnerships. 

During House floor 
debate in the early hours 
of Jan. 13, lawmakers 
on both sides of the aisle 
described the bill as pre-
serving up to $1 billion in 
state revenue.

Democratic Rep. Mi-
chael Zalewski, the bill’s 
sponsor, said the proposed 
changes would impact 
about 440,000 taxpayers 
statewide.

Zalewski, of River-
side, tried to appeal to 
his caucus, but 10 House 
Democrats voted present 
while another eight did not 
vote on the bill, including 
former House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan, of Chica-
go, and the newly elected 
Speaker Emanuel “Chris” 
Welch, of Hillside.

At least a dozen Repub-
licans condemned the pro-
posal as a last minute “tax 
hike” on small business 
owners already crushed 
by the pandemic. 

During the House floor 
debate, Rep. Tim Butler, 
R-Springfield, said the 
bill amounts to the tax 
increase that Republican 
lawmakers anticipated 
would come up during the 
lame duck session.

“This is the textbook 
definition of a late night, 
no one is watching, lame 
duck, back door tax in-
crease. This is exactly 
what people hate,” he said.

Zalewski characterized 
the proposal as an effort to 
prevent loss of revenue, 
rather than an effort to 
raise new revenue.

House Republicans 
were also critical that the 
Pritzker administration 
and the Illinois Depart-
ment of Revenue did not 
notify taxpayers or the 
legislature sooner of the 
state’s plans to decouple 
from the federal changes 
that were made in March.

During a news confer-
ence on Friday, Pritzker 
said he expects the legisla-
ture will bring the proposal 
back in the 102nd General 
Assembly.

“Although it didn’t 
happen in the short lame 
duck session, I have a 
commitment from the 
leaders that it will be 
brought up in the regular 
session,” Pritzker said on 
Friday in response to a 

question about the failed 
decoupling bill. “I’m an-
ticipating that it will get 
brought up soon in the 
new session of the General 
Assembly.”

Remote 
voting, more
The remote voting bill, 

which passed the Senate 
unanimously, would have 
permitted the House and 
Senate to convene remote-
ly and cast votes during a 
public health emergency 
where “in-person partici-
pation poses a significant 
risk to the health and safe-
ty,” of lawmakers, their 
staff or the public. 

It would have required 
both chambers to create 
rules for remote partic-
ipation in session and 
committees, and it would 
have applied to the boards 
of the Joint Committee 
on Administrative Rules, 
Commission on Gov-
ernment Forecasting and 
Accountability and Legis-
lative Audit Commission.

The Senate changed its 

rules during the brief May 
session to allow for remote 
hearings but the House 
failed to pass similar 
changes. Two lawmakers 
voted remotely in the lame 
duck session.

Both chambers re-
leased tentative calendars 
last week showing they 
are scheduled to meet 
in-person several days 
each month through May.

Since the pandemic hit 
Illinois in March of 2020, 
members of the House met 
briefly the following May 
and earlier this month at 
the Bank of Springfield 
Center, while the Senate 
continued at the Capitol 
for those brief sessions.

Multiple people that 
attended last week’s lame 
duck session – including 
the chief of staff to the 
House speaker’s office – 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19. The governor 
said last week he would 
not prioritize lawmakers 
in the next phase of vac-
cination.

The vote-by-mail bill, 
which passed the Senate 

by a vote of 40-18, would 
have made permanent 
some changes that were 
implemented in response 
to the pandemic for the 
2020 general election. 
This would have included 
the use of drop-box sites 
to collect ballots without 
postage and curbside vot-
ing during early voting or 
on Election Day. 

It also would have re-
quired the State Board of 
Elections to provide guid-
ance, rather than rules, for 
securing collection sites. 
Neither bill was taken up 
for a vote by the full House 
on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, House Bill 
122, which would have 
added another round of 
75 marijuana dispensary 
licenses among other ac-
tions, passed the Senate 
but did not receive a vote 
in the House as well.

Senate Bill 558, which 
was a wide-ranging bill 
consisting of several health 
care reforms backed by the 
Black Caucus, passed the 
House but did not receive 
a vote in the Senate.

Vote by mail, remote voting, ‘decoupling’ 
bills fail in congressional lame duck session

Pritzker expects business tax change revisit in 102nd General Assembly

Rep. Mike Zalewski, 
D-Riverside, is pictured 
on the House floor at 
the Bank of Springfield 
Center on Jan. 13 
debating a bill that 
would have 
eliminated tax 
deductions for Illinois 
business owners, 
created under the 
federal CARES Act. That 
bill was one of several 
important measures 
that failed to pass 
during the 101st 
General Assembly.

 (CREDIT: BLUEROOMSTREAM.COM)
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it back to “paddle.” 
She made a point 

of informing 
me that report-
ers shouldn’t 
let know-it-all 
sources dictate 
what words we 
use. 

There was 
another time 
when I was an 
intern at the Galesburg 
Register-Mail that I 

really took this advice 
to heart. I wanted to 

rewrite obituar-
ies and change 
“cremate” to 
“incinerate.” 

The editor said 
in this instance 
funeral-home 
jargon was just 
fine, thank you 
very much. 

I roll my eyes when 
folks talk about the 

“media elite” or the 
“political elite.” I’ve 
spent most of my pro-
fessional career around 
politicians and journal-
ists. I know how they 
write. I know how they 
talk. 

Both groups have a 
host (a whole bunch) of 
faults. But more than 
any other group they 
try to communicate in 
an approachable man-

ner. 
It’s difficult to fault 

them for their efforts. 
But it’s quite natural 

to wish life were as 
simple as the language 
they use. 

Scott Reeder is a 
veteran statehouse 
journalist and a free-
lance reporter. Scot-
tReeder1965@gmail.
com.

JOE Biden has 
advised his 
aides to avoid 

academic or elitist 
language when sharing 
ideas, but what stands 
out is how he told them 
to do it. 

According to the 
New York Times, here 
is what he had to say: 
“Pick up your phone, 
call your mother, read 
her what you just told 
me. If she understands, 
we can keep talking.” 

It’s surprising advice 
coming from a man 
married to a woman 
with a doctorate, who 
is also a mom. Moth-
ers can speak in elitist 
or academic language 
just as much as anyone 
else. 

Without really try-
ing, Biden is engaging 
in sexist behavior. 

Now, I’ll be the first 
to admit that in the 
pantheon of chauvin-
ist sins, Biden’s advice 
pales in comparison to 
some of the daily utter-
ances of his predeces-
sor. 

But such advice 
diminishes presiden-
tial discourse. The 
language is being 
dumbed down so that 
it no longer uplifts, but 
condescends. 

Imagine if Abraham 
Lincoln took this ap-
proach with the Gettys-
burg Address.

“Four score and sev-
en,” would become “87 
years.” I guess they 
mean the same thing 
but the poetry and maj-
esty of the words have 
been stripped away.  

Biden’s “Read it to 
your mother,” advice 
has been issued by 
journalism professors 
and editors to young 
reporters for genera-
tions. The idea is to get 
people to write the way 
ordinary people talk.

One editor I worked 
with switched it around 
and would say, “Is this 
something you would 
say to your dad?” 

Decades ago, that 
editor didn’t like 
my use of the word 
“linchpin” in one of 
my stories.  I’d quoted 
someone saying a par-
ticular clause was the 

“linchpin” of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

She said, “You 
wouldn’t say a sen-
tence with “linchpin” 
in it to your dad would 
you?”

My response, “Well, 
yeah, I would.”

With a flick of the 
wrist she replied, 
“Well, your dad is 
really well educated. 
Come up with a differ-
ent word.”

My Dad was a 
farmer. We used linch-
pins every day to hook 
wagons and other farm 
implements to trac-
tors. It was part of my 
agrarian lexicon. (Farm 
vocabulary.) 

But I figured I’d dug 
a deep enough hole for 
myself that day and 
didn’t need to add that 
to my argument. 

This desire to write 
like the common Joe 
or Jane is rooted in a 
desire of politicians 
and news outlets to 
be approachable and 
down-to-earth. 

But like anything, 
it can be taken to an 
extreme.

Instead of using a 
word like “infrastruc-
ture,” I’ve advised 
young reporters to use 
words like “roads,” 
“bridges” or “sew-
ers.” The only COLA 
allowed in the news-
rooms where I’ve 
worked came out of 
the pop machines. 
We used phrases like 
“pay raise” or “fatter 
paycheck” rather than 
“cost of living adjust-
ment.”

I hate letting jargon 
infiltrate (seep in) my 
news stories.

Back when I was 
a rookie reporter in 
Galveston, Texas, and 
I was writing a story 
about corporal punish-
ment (spanking) in 
schools, the school 
superintendent (Big 
Cheese) said the word 
“paddle” was too harsh 
a word for the device 
used to whack kids’ 
backsides.

So, I rechristened it 
“an instrument of flag-
ellation.” My editor 
glowered (gave me a 
bad look) and changed 

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 

Will you be watching the inauguration of President-elect Joe Biden?

VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Writers shouldn’t have to dumb down the language

Dear Editor,
Last Wednesday (Jan. 6) we went 

to Rochelle to run errands and eat 
dinner. When we returned, 
our smoke/carbon monoxide 
alarms were going so loud 
that it was frightening. Jim 
put new batteries in and that 
was not the problem. The 
alarms kept telling us to 
leave the house. Never having had a 
problem with them, we did not leave 
immediately.

We finally called our daughter, 
Deb Howard, and she contacted the 
fire department. They told her to get 
us out of the house immediately. She 
did and followed the fire trucks out. 
They came immediately and were 

so nice and did such a good job of 
cleaning the carbon monoxide out 
and then turning different things 

back on until they found out 
which one it was. It was a 
gas stove that we had in the 
basement. We had used it for 
years without any problems. 
Our power was off and we had 
had it on to cook breakfast. We 

will have to dispose of it correctly.
Also, we had our generator on and 

the exhaust was close to our furnace 
fresh air intake. It was a still night 
with no breeze. It was drawing some 
carbon monoxide in with the fresh 
air intake.

I wish we had gotten the names 
of the wonderful firemen and fire-

woman who came out. They were 
awesome. They also told us to get 
new alarms — ours were 20 years 
old. These very well saved our 
lives by warning us of the carbon 
monoxide. If we had went to sleep 
that night, we probably never would 
have awakened. So, please, be sure 
you have the alarms and that they are 
working. Put in new batteries when 
the time changes.

I had a good friend who had carbon 
monoxide in her home before they 
had alarms. Her daughters had a 
friend over. My friend and her daugh-
ters lived, but their friend didn’t.

Jim and Audrey Summers
Rochelle

Appreciates help from fire department

“Absolutely! I am an 
American, not a label of 
Democrat or Republican. 
I’m not going to ‘hate’ 
someone simply because 
they are Democrat. The 
way I see it is I can be 
open minded and be part 
of the solution, or closed 
minded and critical and 
be part of the problem.”

Kelly Richardson-
Kempson

“Most definitely. Can’t 
wait to show my kids the 
first female vice presi-
dent. History in the mak-
ing. They are even doing 
a kids special today.”

Cayce Bridges Groves

“Depends on if the TV 
is on, what else is on TV, if 
I’m home and not busy.”

Mary Macdonald-
Jandes

“No.”
Christine Elaine

“He might remember 
who he is and why he 
is there…it’s possible…
maybe.”

Deborah Mulford 
Wooten

“Yes, to see if he pla-
giarizes his speech since 
he has a history of it.”

Lisa Headley

“Nope.”
Kathy Pignato

“Absolutely! What a 
glorious day.”

Chuck Simpson

“Absolutely! I’ve been 
waiting four years for this 
glorious moment.”

Claudia Moreno

“I’d rather pass a kid-
ney stone.”

Steve Frye

“I’d rather have a 
hysterectomy.”

Lu Cantu

“Absolutely not!”
Dan Baer

“Not a chance.”
Francine Laws 

Patterson

“We’re watching the 
coverage now and plan-
ning on the celebration 
parade at 2 p.m. A beauti-
ful day.”

Kimberly Diane Ekes

“Not a chance.”
Laury Bailey

“No.”
Kim Lawson-

Salsbury

“Working as most of 
us have to.”

Crystal Tofari

“No.”
Bobbi Young

“Yes, of course. It’s 
finally happening.”

Rick Reed

“No.”
Robert Ewald
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Dec. 28 - Dennis Neal, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 29 - Jeff Glen, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 30 - Verda Crum, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 31 - Jason Bird, St. Charles, $25

Jan. 1 - Rochelle Foods, $1,000

Jan. 2 - Chris Macklin, Chana, $25

Jan. 3 - Judith Zeinz, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 4 - Michele Perez, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 5 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Jan. 6 - Larry & Bev Flanagan, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 7 - Shane Ikens, Amboy, $25

Jan. 8 - Rochelle Foods, $25

Jan. 9 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Jan. 10 - Kevin Miller, Sublette, $50

Jan. 11 - Stephen Liezert, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 12 - Cathy King, DeKalb, $25

Jan. 13 - Brittany Ludwig, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 14 - Daneh Hines, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 15 - Isaiah Harper, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 16 - Watsana Thiravong, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 17 - Simandhar Tobacco, Inc., Rochelle, $50

Jan. 18 - Katlyn Long, Maple Park, $25

Jan. 19 - Rosalle Berogan, Dixon, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Jan. 20
Noelia Lopez

Harold & Kathy Sanders
Hailey Losoya

Jan. 23
Odessa Waters

Michele Perez
Jan. 24

Terry Dodillet
Kelly Arnold

Jan. 25
Nikki Greenfield

Ashton Arwood
Jan. 28

Peggy Futrell
Jan. 29

Nayelia Ramirez
Mary Evans “Molly” Petry

Jan. 21 – (Thursday) – Spaghetti and meatballs, garlic 
bread, salad
Jan. 26 – (Tuesday) – Mississippi pot roast, roasted 
veggies, cornbread
Jan. 28 – (Thursday) – Kielbasa with onions and green 
peppers over white rice, sauteed veggies 
Feb. 7 – Sunday Brunch – Sausage gravy and biscuits, 
fried bologna or sausage, scrambled eggs

*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike 

Road, Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless 
otherwise stated. A kid’s menu is available each 
serving date and includes peanut butter and jelly, 
corn dog with chips or chicken nuggets. Please note 
that all menus are subject to change.  Serving is from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. 
Sunday brunch is served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The menu is always available on the answering 
machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit www.
KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu

R O C K F O R D  — 
The Northwest Illinois 
Audubon Society’s Feb-
ruary monthly meeting 
held Tuesday, Feb. 2 at 
7 p.m. features “Bobcat: 
Illinois’s Native Cat” 
presented by Jennifer 
Kuroda.

Bobcats, named for 
their short, bobbed tail, 
are about twice the size 
of a common house cat 
and use their keen sight 
and hearing to hunt 
rabbits, squirrels, small 
rodents and birds. They 
are mostly nocturnal, 
reclusive animals that 
prefer forested or wood-
ed areas. Once hunted 
almost to extinction in 
the Midwest, bobcats 
have been making a 
comeback over the past 
40 years. The program 
will cover many facets 

of the elusive cats, in-
cluding history, biology, 
predator perception, 
management and infor-
mation about the ongo-

ing bobcat population 
studies in Illinois.

Kuroda is the founder 
of the Illinois Bobcat 
Foundation.  She re-

Kuroda to present “Bobcat: 
Illinois’ Native Cat” program

ceived her bachelor’s 
degree from Rockford 
University and is a life-
long Rockford resident. 
She serves as the board 
president of the Sinnis-
sippi Audubon Society 
and Audubon Council 
of Illinois.

Anyone who wants 
to join the presentation 
should email nwilaudu-
bon@gmail.com to re-
ceive the link and pass-
word to join this Zoom 
program. The meeting 
begins with chapter an-
nouncements followed 
by the feature presenta-
tion and time for ques-
tions and discussions at 
the end.  

For more information, 
visit the Northwest Illi-
nois Audubon Society 
website at nwilaudubon.
org. 

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries
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SUNDAY

31 24
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Seeking runners

An Ogle County running 

crew is expanding and is 

seeking new members. 

See page 8

WEATHER
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Boys basketball 

team wins over 

LaSalle-Peru 
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Middle school 

students get a 
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BY BRAD JENNINGS

OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

OREGON – A member of the Ogle County 

Board has suggested the body reduce its size 

from the current 24 members down to 16.

At the regular board meeting on Jan. 21, 

Bruce McKinney, who represents Rochelle on 

the board, said the county currently has eight 

districts with three people elected from each 

district to the board. During a presentation, he 

suggested lowering the number.

“What I would like to see is us go from eight 

districts to 16,” he said, adding that only one 

person would be elected to the board from each 

district.
He said the goal would be to eliminate mul-

tiple board members who serve the same area.

“This isn’t anything unusual,” he said of the 

change.
For example, Winnebago County has 20 

board members, with one person elected from 

20 districts. The number of board members in 

area counties varies, from nine in Carroll County 

to 24 in DeKalb County.

“I think it would be better representation on the 

County Board for Ogle County,” McKinney said.

Board member Kimberly Whalen asked what 

would happen to committee assignments if the 

number of board members was reduced. She said 

that might put more pressure on board members 

to fill out committees.

McKinney said that some may have to add 

another committee to their workload, but the 

county could also look at combining some 

committees.
See BOARD page 4

County board talks downsizing

The Ogle County Board (top) discusses 

a presentation by Board member  Bruce 

McKinney, above, to reduce the number 

of members from 24 to 16. 

815.562.5571

central-bank.com

Our Central focus is YOU!
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20
19

815-562-8787

JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM
01262020

NEW 2019 JEEP 
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Automatic, Hard top, Heated Seats and more.

Save $9,000  #TC6832
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(PHOTOS BY BRAD JENNINGS)

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – An open house was 

held in the Rochelle Community Hospital 

cafeteria Thursday afternoon to welcome 

the hospital’s new CEO. 

On Thursday from 2 to 4 p.m., the 

public had an opportunity to come enjoy 

snacks and refreshments and meet Gregg 

Olson, the new CEO, as well as his wife, 

Denise. Olson was previously CEO for 

the hospital from 1997 to 2007 but then 

moved onto a different position for the 

last 13 years. 

The job opening comes after Mark 

Batty, the former CEO of seven years 

left the hospital to take another position. 

Olson says that a lot has changed in 

the last 13 years, but he is very glad to 

be back home. 

“The organization has changed since 

the last time I was here and so have I 

as an individual, so I need to speak to 

the people who have been here all this 

time and listen to better understand the 

organization,” explained Olson. “For 

me it is like coming back home, I had 

a great experience my first time here 

and I expect to have the same success 

the second.”

Olson’s first day back as the CEO of 

the hospital was Monday, Jan. 13.

He says that his managing style is not 

to come in and just start making changes 

right away, but to do a lot of listening 

and speaking to the people who have 

been here the last 13 years. This will help 

him understand where the organization 

is currently, to help create strategies to 

where to best move into the future. 

Olson says both the staff and the 

community is what makes the hospital 

the organization it is today. 

“We have a great group of employees, 

board members and volunteers, I am just 

thrilled to be back and be part of such a 

great organization,” added Olson. “The 

people of Rochelle really make this area 

a very special place, you don’t find that 

in every organization and I have found 

it here in Rochelle.”

Welcome back
Olson returns to CEO position at hospital

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

A Rochelle 

Township 

High School 

student and member of 

the Rochelle Boy Scout 

Troop 553, chartered by 

the masonic lodge, has 

recently achieved the 

highest possible rank of 

Eagle Scout.

CJ Sedlock, a senior 

at Rochelle Township 

High School, has been 

involved in Scouts ever 

since he was a little kid. 

He joined the Byron Cub 

Scout pack as a Tiger 

Scout, which is one of 

the first ranks in the 

organization. 

CJ’s parents were 

responsible for first in-

troducing him to scouts. 

“My wife and I are the 

ones who started him on 

his scouting path,” said 

Christopher Sedlock, 

CJ’s father and current 

troop scout master. “I 

was involved in scouts 

when I was younger and 

when he first started out 

as a Tiger, I was his den 

leader.”
Christopher was also 

involved in scouts when 

he was younger, but did 

not make it all the way to 

Eagle Scout. 

See SCOUT page 4

Achieving rank

CJ Sedlock achieved the highest rank of Eagle Scout.

Returning CEO for Rochelle Community Hospital, Gregg Olson, and his wife, De-

nise, talk to community members who stopped by the special open house held in 

the hospital cafeteria Thursday afternoon.
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. The Rochelle Fire Department 

received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.“We looked all around the 

building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. The fire started in the upstairs 

apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. Two individuals will have to 

be displaced due to damages to 
the property. Assisting the Rochelle Fire 

Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGESSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-struction on the new recre-ation center at Helms South remains on schedule as the $14 million project inches toward its targeted Septem-ber 2020 completion.Megan Simon, proj-ect manager at Ringland-Johnson Construction, ad-dressed the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners during its monthly meeting at Rochelle City Hall on Monday. Simon revealed that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-ning soon after. Simon also said that 

work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-ers will leave an opening 

on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first round of the IDPH permit-ting process,” Simon said. “We submitted our swim-ming pool drawings to the IDPH in October and we got their comments back last week… We’ll be continu-ing outside and hopefully getting dried in on the swim-ming pool, community center and fieldhouse. We’ll then be prepping to get some temporary power out there so we can start working inside, and we’ll be pouring slabs by April and working on interior walls.”
See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.Duval talked about his 36 

years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.Principal reportFollowing the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.The RTHS freshman class 

seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.“The counselors are in one 

of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.He also explained plans 

to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.One of the activities the 

school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. Superintendent reportBoard members accepted 

the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.“Our budget is set at $15.7 

million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.Following an executive 

session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.The February meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out two tenants

Plans official for Duval’s retirementBoard hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 

in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 

an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 

to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 

experienced smoke and water damage.
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On Jan. 15 at approximately 
7:46 p.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at the 4500 
block of South Lowell 
Park Road. Upon fur-
ther investigation, Ogle 
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties arrested Christina 
Galvan, 29, of Sterling, 
for possession of a controlled 
substance (heroin) and possession 
of a hypodermic syringe. Galvan 
was transported to the Ogle Coun-
ty Jail where she was released to 
the correctional deputies.

Jan. 16
On Jan. 16, Ogle County 

Sheriff’s deputies arrested Evan 
Keeton, 18, of Rockford, for 
driving while unlicensed. Keeton 
was arrested by Ogle County 
Sheriff’s deputies on Interstate 39 
near Monroe Center after being 

stopped for speeding. Keeton 
was released on a I-bond and 

will appear in court at a 
later date.

Jan. 17
On Jan. 17 at approx-

imately 12:58 a.m., Ogle 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to the 100 

block of North Walnut Street in 
Stillman Valley in reference to a 
disturbance. After investigation, 
Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Danielle M. Miller, 28, 
of Stillman Valley, for aggravat-
ed domestic battery. Miller was 
transported to the Ogle County 
Jail where she was held with no 
bond. 

On Jan. 17 at approximately 
11:27 p.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies responded to a single 
vehicle rollover accident in the 
7000 block of East Illinois Route 

38. Ogle County Sheriff’s depu-
ties learned that a 2017 Subaru 
driven by Savannah Siron, 20, 
of Dixon, was traveling west-
bound on Illinois Route 38 when 
she lost control and entered the 
north ditch and overturned. Siron 
received minor injuries and was 
transported to a nearby hospital 
by Ashton Ambulance. Ogle 
County Sheriff’s deputies were 
assisted on scene by Ashton Fire 
and Ambulance.

Jan. 19
On Jan. 19, Ogle County 

Sheriff’s deputies arrested Javier 
Salinas, 41, of Beloit, Wisconsin, 
at the Ogle County courthouse. 
Salinas was arrested on an out-
standing warrant for driving while 
license suspended. He was unable 
to post 10 percent of the $3,000 
bond and was scheduled to appear 
in court Jan. 19. 

DIXON — The Next 
Picture Show is pleased 
to present the All Ab-
straction Art Exhibi-
tion, at KSB Commerce 
Towers, featuring 30 
original works created in 
mediums such as acrylic, 
alcohol ink, oil, photog-
raphy, watercolor, and 
weaving textile.

The exhibit is open for 
viewing during regular 
business hours, through 
March 31, on the first 
floor of KSB Commerce 
Towers, 213 East First 
Street, Dixon. Please 
wear a mask and be 
prepared for a tempera-
ture check. Photos of 
each piece will also be 
on display on the TNPS 

Facebook page. 
Participating artists 

include Sheila Ames, 
David Bingaman, Tom 
Cartwright, Charles 
Cook, John DeLong, 
Scott Griffis, Stephen 
Hart, James Hey, Eliz-
abeth Hughes, Barbara 
Lundeen, Suzy Mc-
Cullough, Peg Miller, 
Donna Smith and Steve 
Toole.

The All Abstraction 
Art Exhibit represents 
the 13th art show at 
Commerce Towers and 
is part of a series of 
art exhibitions at KSB 
Hospital designed to 
advance the use of art 
as part of the healing 
process.

All Abstraction Art Exhibition opens at KSB Commerce Towers 

Shown are three entries in the exhibition. “Red Fish” an oil on canvas by John DeLong of Dixon, right; 
“Absorption,” an oil on canvas by Elizabeth Hughes of  Dixon, left.

Woman arrested for possession 
of controlled substance

DIXON – Are you a 
nature lover, architecture 
fanatic, or simply enjoy 
taking pictures everywhere 
you go around northwest 
Illinois? If so, this contest 
is for you. 

Area residents are in-
vited to submit a photo for 
entry in the “Rich History 
of the 90th District Photo 
Contest” offered by State 
Representative Tom Dem-
mer (R-Dixon). 

Contest participants 
should submit their photos 
of historical sites, build-
ings and landmarks that 
highlight the rich history of 
the district and the region. 
A map of the 90th District 
can be found at tomdem-
mer.com. Participants may 
submit as many entries as 

they would like before the 
deadline of 6 p.m. on Fri-
day, Feb. 12. Participants 
should include their name, 
phone number and location 
where the photo was taken 
with each entry. Entries 
should be emailed to pho-
tos@tomdemmer.com.

Winning photos will 
be placed on display in 
Springfield and at Rep-
resentative Demmer’s 
Dixon office for the entire 
102nd General Assembly 
(2021-2022), and the 
winning photographers 
will receive an official 
House of Representatives 
certificate of recognition. 
For more information, 
e-mail the office at tom@
tomdemmer.com or visit 
tomdemmer.com. 

Demmer hosting 
photo contest 
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SPORTS BECOMING A LEADER 
 
Hub harrier Parker Lenkaitis had a strong 
start to his cross country career at RTHS. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Cheerleading

https://rochellenews-leader.secondstreetapp.com/Teacher-of-the-Month/gallery

VOTE FOR YOUR...

TEACHER OF 
THE MONTH
Nominate Your Favorite Teacher!

10
11

20
20

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com

10
03

20
17

HUB CITY FURNITURE

POWER LIFT CHAIRSPOWER LIFT CHAIRSPOWER LIFT CHAIRS
Starting at $555

Various color & styles!

Illinois High School Association

From Rahs to Hubs
Varsity senior Hardcastle forming lasting friendships through cheer

Senior Zoe Hardcastle has been a cheerleader since her days with the Lil Rahs when she was 5 years old. Over a decade later, Hardcastle 
has entered her fourth year with the RTHS cheerleading program including her second year on the varsity team.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ZOE Hardcastle 
has been a cheer-
leader for nearly 

her whole life. Hardcastle 
was only 5 years old 
when she started attend-
ing cheerleading camps 
and participating in the 
Lil Rahs, Rochelle Town-
ship High School’s youth 
cheer program for girls 
from preschool through 
fifth grade.

Hardcastle cheered at 
St. Paul Lutheran School 
through fifth grade be-
fore signing up for the 
Rochelle Junior Tackle 
cheerleading program in 
sixth grade. With over a 
decade of experience in 
the sport, Hardcastle said 
the support from fans 
and family, as well as the 
bonds she’s formed with 
her teammates throughout 
the years, are what she’s 
enjoyed most about cheer-
leading.

“I’m happy that cheer-
leading has given me 
people I can call my best 
friends and I know they 
will always be there for 
me beyond high school,” 
Hardcastle said. “I’m 
looking forward to having 
a senior season. I want to 
continue improving my 
tumbling and our stunts. 
I hope we still have our 
team mentality and I’m 

hoping to stay close to 
my teammates after high 
school.”

Hardcastle has cheered 
at RTHS for the last three-
plus years, spending two 
seasons with the JV team 
before earning a role on 
the varsity team during 

her junior season. De-
spite a small roster this 
past season, Hardcastle 
became a role model for 
younger teammates, and 
her growth also allowed 
her to push through any 
mental hurdles that stood 
in her way. With her senior 

season on the way, Hard-
castle said her goal will 
be to help her teammates 
overcome their own fears.

“We really came to-
gether because we lost 
so much of our team,” 
Hardcastle said. “Even 
though we only had around 

10 girls, we made it work 
and we all became closer. 
I thought we improved by 
trying a lot of new stunts 
and we worked hard to 
make them hit. I think 
if more girls push aside 
their fears, the majority 
of us would be tumbling. 

I really pushed through my 
fears in tumbling and I was 
finally able to hit my tuck. 
I pushed to hit every new 
stunt Trish [Rodeghero] 
gave us. I want to be a 
better athlete and continue 
improving my strength and 
leadership.”

IHSA updates member schools on return to play
Revised 2020-21 calendar expected from Jan. 27 board meeting

BLOOMINGTON — 
IHSA Executive Director 
Craig Anderson released an 
update to member schools 
Tuesday evening detailing 
recent meetings with the 
IDPH regarding a return to 
athletic activities. 

The IHSA has also cre-
ated an online COVID-19 
resource page, which can 
be seen at https://www.ihsa.
org/Resources/COVID-19, 
that will be updated with 
daily metrics.

Regions under Tier 3 
mitigations cannot conduct 
athletic activities. Regions 
under Tier 2 mitigations can 
conduct competitions and 
practices for low-risk sports 
as well as intrasquad scrim-
mages for medium-risk 
sports and no-contact prac-
tices for high-risk sports.

Regions under Tier 1 
or Phase 4 mitigations 
can conduct competitions 
and practices for low and 
medium-risk sports as well 
as intrasquad scrimmages 
for high-risk sports. 

Low-risk winter sports 
include badminton, bowl-

ing, cheerleading, dance, 
gymnastics, swimming 
and diving. Basketball is 
currently a high-risk winter 
sport. There are no medium-
risk winter sports.

Medium-risk sports for 
spring and summer include 
volleyball, water polo and 
soccer. High-risk sports for 
spring and summer include 
football and wrestling.

“This is certainly posi-
tive news, but we still have a 
long way to go until we get 
all of our student-athletes 
back to being active,” An-
derson said. “High school 
student-athletes are hurting 
from a mental, physical and 
emotional standpoint, so we 
hope this is the first step 
toward getting that back 
to some normalcy. We all 
need to continue to take the 
mitigations seriously. Wear 
a mask. Socially distance. 
We need to get other regions 
to Tier 2 and cannot risk 
having any backslides.”

Winter Sports
“The IHSA Sports Medi-

cine Advisory Committee 

helped us determine the 
appropriate amount of ac-
climatization time for the 
return of winter sports,” 
Anderson said. “Our board 
approved a plan today for 
winter sports via an email 
vote. Below are the number 
of practice days each sport 
will need to complete prior 
to playing their first contest: 

Badminton: Seven 
practice days after first 
practice. Bowling: Seven 
practice days after practice. 
Competitive Cheer: Sev-
en practice days after 
first practice. Competitive 
Dance: Seven practice days 
after first practice. Girls 
Gymnastics: Seven practice 
days after first practice. 
Boys Swimming and Div-
ing: Seven practice days 
after first practice.”

Phase 4
“Some Regions have 

moved from Tier 1 to Phase 
4,” Anderson said. “At this 
time, we are considering 
them one in the same. IDPH 
currently has no Phase 4 
guidance posted and we 
believe that previous Phase 

4 guidance we have from 
IDPH has likely expired. 
We will follow-up as soon 
as we know more.” 

Fall, Spring & 
Summer Sports 

“Please keep in mind 
that fall, spring and summer 
sports can begin IHSA con-
tact days beginning on Jan. 
25,” Anderson said. “Their 
allowable actions are also 
addressed in the chart on 
the aforementioned IHSA 
COVID-19 page.”

Start Date
“In normal circumstanc-

es, a student-athlete would 
need to terminate contact 
with a non-school/travel 
team within seven days 
of their first high school 
practice,” Anderson said. 
“Given that the entire state 
is not yet afforded the same 
opportunities, any low or 
medium-risk winter sports 
that are starting practice 
will not yet count toward 
the time when they must 
cease participation with 

non-school teams. We will 
announce a universal start 
that will align with the 
seven-day window for 
travel sports following the 
next board meeting.” 

Weight
Training

“Schools in Phase 4, Tier 
1 and Tier 2 can conduct 
weight training with masks 
and social distancing,” 
Anderson said. “Schools 
in Tier 3 would remain lim-
ited to one-on-one training 
with a coach and student-
athlete.” 

Gatherings
“There are some contra-

dicting numbers from IDPH 
about gathering limitations 
for sports and weight-train-
ing ranging from 10 to 25 to 
50 people,” Anderson said. 
“We’ve been told IDPH will 
update information for us 
tomorrow on this subject 
that we will pass along 
then.” 

What’s Next
“The Illinois High 

School Association Board 
of Directors will meet again 
on Wednesday, Jan. 27,” 
Anderson said. “It is my 
expectation that there we 
will come out of that meet-
ing with a more formalized 
schedule for the remainder 
of the year.”
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
S

F2
01

6

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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S
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Freshman Parker Lenkaitis was an 
instant contributor for the Hub varsity 
cross country team this past season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Lenkaitis looking to 
lead Hub harriers

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

WHILE Rochelle Township 
High School’s cross country 
program continues rebuild-

ing its varsity lineup, there was tremen-
dous success from the team’s freshman 
and sophomore harriers during the 2020 
season. One of those runners was fresh-
man Parker Lenkaitis, who immediately 
emerged as a varsity contributor in only 
his first high school season with the Hubs.

Lenkaitis stepped up in Rochelle’s first 
dual meet of the season, recording a top-8 
finish to help the Hubs defeat Ottawa for 
one of the team’s five victories in 2020. 
The speedy freshman lowered his season-
best time nearly three minutes from the 
start of the year, ultimately clocking in 
with a personal-record time of 19:17.3 
during the IHSA 2A Belvidere Regional.

“I felt it was a great start,” Lenkaitis 
said. “I knocked a lot of time off from 
the beginning of the season to the end. 
I focused on eating healthy, practicing 
hard and improving my time during every 
meet. The team improved as a whole and 
we pushed each other to do well.”

Lenkaitis, who has been running cross 
country since sixth grade, routinely 
finished in the 19-to-20-minute range 
toward the end of his freshman season. 
His seventh-place performance helped the 
Hubs score a road win against Oregon, and 
his top-15 outing at the Interstate 8 Con-
ference Championships led Rochelle’s 
fresh-soph boys to a third-place finish. 

Lenkaitis was one of several freshmen 
on the Hub cross country team who head 
coach Mark Zilis will look to for fast 
times in the near future. For Lenkaitis, the 
mental challenge of racing has motivated 
him to continue improving his times.

“My expectations are to keep improv-
ing individually and as a team,” Lenkaitis 
said. “We have upperclassmen who will 
be able to lead by example. Staying 
mentally focused will be our goal for 
next season. I want to pick up where I 
left off and knock off a noticeable amount 
of time off my personal record. I want to 
represent RTHS and become a leader for 
my team.”

“My expectations are to keep improving 
individually and as a team... I want to pick 
up where I left off and knock off a noticeable 
amount of time off my personal record. I want 
to represent RTHS and become a leader for my 
team.”

Parker Lenkaitis
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Now is a great 
time to adopt a 

pet! Call  
Tails today!

Baby Bjorn __________
Hi! I’m Baby Bjorn. I know, I know....I’m not little and I’m no baby so 
what’s with the name? I guess it must be because I’m such a love. 
I just want to crawl in laps and snuggle up, even though I weigh 55 
lbs. (and need to gain a few more). Though I was found as a stray, 
I’ve quickly become a favorite of staff and volunteers..and other dogs 
in playgroup here. I’ve been told I’m an amazing all around dog. The 
type of guy who will want to cuddle with you at night and have plenty 
of energy to play fetch in the yard. When I get excited my whole body 
gets to wiggling, not just my tail. I probably shouldn’t go home with a 
dog smaller than I am because I really don’t “know my size”. I might 
accidentally hurt a little dog with my wild and happy play. I love people 
so very much, and also adore toys and treats. I’m about 2 years old 
and all ready for the next chapter in my life to begin. I hope it is with 
you!
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:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
There are over 75 million 

pet dogs in the U.S.—
more than in any other 

country
Approximately 94 million cats in 

the United States are the proud owners  
of humans

24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL CENTER:  
855-764-7661

NIU Football

Huskies name 17 players to All-MAC Academic Team

DEKALB — A school-
record 17 members of the 
Northern Illinois Uni-
versity Football team 
garnered Academic All 
Mid-American Confer-
ence honors, including 11 
first-time honorees, as the 
league announced the 2020 
Academic All-MAC Team 
on Friday. 

“Obviously, to be rec-
ognized as Academic 
All-MAC means you’re 
handling your business 
on the football field and 
in the classroom,” said 
second-year NIU head 
coach Thomas Hammock. 
“We take that seriously at 
NIU and hope to continue 
to add more names to that 
list going forward.” 

NIU’s 17 honorees 
are the most for the Hus-
kies since 2016 when 
15 student-athletes were 
honored by the league’s 

Faculty Athletic Repre-
sentatives. A member from 
that team, linebacker Kyle 
Pugh, and three-time se-
lection Benn Olson head-
line this year’s that features 
six two-time selections, 
five from last season’s 
squad. Joining Pugh are 
long snapper Erik Abrell, 
punter Matt Ference, line-
backer Nathan Harman, 
offensive lineman Benn 
Olson and tight end Liam 
Soraghan.  

Center Brayden Patton 
and tight end Maximillian 
Thrower, who are both pur-
suing their Master’s degree 
in sports management, 
recorded the highest grade 
point averages for the 
Huskies with each earning 
a 4.0 GPA. Both are first-
time Academic All-MAC 
honorees as well. 

All totaled, five offen-
sive linemen, four line-

backers, three tight ends, 
two wide receivers, two 
specialists and one defen-
sive lineman were named 
to the All-MAC squad. 

The Academic All-
MAC honor is for a stu-
dent who has excelled in 
athletics and academics.  
To qualify, a student must 
have at least a 3.20 cu-
mulative GPA and have 
participated in at least 50 
percent of the contests 
in that season. First-year 
students, junior college 
transfers in their first year 
of residence and four-year 
and grad transfers are not 
eligible for the award.

Rudolph
Northern Illinois Uni-

versity football’s Trayvon 
Rudolph added another ac-
colade to his list as the Hus-
kie freshman was named to 
the 2020 Football Writers 

Association of America 
Freshman All-America 
Team on Monday. 

 One of 17 true freshmen 
on the 32-man team, Ru-
dolph, who was selected to 
the team as a kick returner, 
was also named to The 
Athletic’s 2020 College 
Football Freshman All-
America Team on Jan. 4, 
2021. 

He is the first Huskie 
named to the FWAA’s 
All-America Team since 
left tackle Max Scharping 
earned the same honor in 
2015. 

 A native of Crete, Ru-
dolph earned first team 
honors as a kick returner. 
Rudolph led the Mid-
American Conference, 
earning him a second-team 
All-MAC selection, and 
was second in the nation 
in combined kick returns 
with a nation-leading 717 

yards on 30 kickoff re-
turns, while adding eight 
punt return yards. His 
23.9-yard kickoff return 
average ranked 30th in 
the nation and sixth in the 
league and is the sixth most 
by a Huskie in a single 

season.  
 The former walk-on, 

who earned a scholarship 
by October, is also one of 
NIU’s top receivers rank-
ing second on the team in 
receiving (232) and yards 
per game (38.7).

Rudolph named to FWAA Freshman All-American Team
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Building Lives, Building Futures

URGENTLY HIRING!
With a great job, come great benefits!

Available postions:
RN - New Grads 
LPN - New Grads
Nursing Sign-On Bonus $3,750.00
New Increased Nursing Rates 
based on Experience!
Qualified Intellectual Disabillities 
Professional 
Direct Service Providers 
Cook
Maintenance

4060 McFarland Road, Rockford, IL, 61111

Head to our website to apply:
www.milestone-inc-il.org
Please contact the Human 

Resources department if you 
have any questions at  

815-639-2849 or by email at  
hr@milestone-inc.org

Equal Opportunity Employer

01
13

20
21

OAK CREST
DeKalb Area Retirement Center

Oak Crest is seeking full & part time
CNA Staff - Certified to work in the State of Illinois

Benefits include competitive wages, flexible scheduling, 
time off with pay, Health Insurance/Dental/Vision/Life 

Insurance, 403B Retirement, On Site Gym
Ideal candidates will have a strong interest in geriatric 
nursing, be dedicated to quality care, and motivated to 

become part of our exceptional health care team.
To provide resume, fax to 815-756-6515 or  

E-mail to scox@oakcrestdekalb.org
Equal Opportunity Employer

CNA STAFF - CERTIFIED

12062020

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has four
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH STREET AND 

NORTH 7TH STREET AND AVE-
NUES IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 16-17
200-1000 BLOCK LINCOLN 

HWY., N. MAIN STREET, N. 2ND 
STREET, N. 3RD STREET AND 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
ROUTE 24-25

SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD STREETS 
& AVENUE IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., 

LAKE LIDA LANE AREA

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

303 303 
APPLIANCES APPLIANCES 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 

all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FOR SALE: Craftman 
Table Saw 10” Direct 
Drive, $100. Black & 
Decker Miter Saw 9”, 
$25. Call 815-539-
6942. (01-20-21)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE: LARGE 
2-BEDROOM, 1-Bath. 
All Utilities Included. 
Washer/Dryer in Unit. 
Off Street/Parking. 
1 - G a r a g e / S p a c e . 
$1200/Month, $600/
Security-Deposit. Email 
or Call for Application 
rentals464@gmail.com 
815-762-6440. (01-24-
21)

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet. Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing 815-762-6650 
or 815-761-3968. (02-
03-21)

R O C H E L L E : 
2-BEDROON Duplex. 
$250/Security Deposit. 
$600/Month. No Pets. 
630-692-1962. (01-24-
21)

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES
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SUCCESSFUL 
financial plans 
often begin with 

the creation of a budget. 
A budget is an es-

timate of income and 
expenses in a given 
period of time. Budgets 
help with long-term 
goals like paying off a 
mortgage or sending a 
child to college as well 
as short-term goals like 
financing a dream vaca-
tion.

Not all budgets are 
alike, and when people 
hear the word “budget,” 
they may get apprehen-
sive. Budgeting may 
require making some 
concessions in regard 
to spending habits, but 
it doesn’t have to put 

a complete damper on 
plans. In fact, with a 
budget in hand, people 
may be more free to 

spend because they will 
have a stronger grasp of 
their financial situation. 

Making a realistic 

budget does not have to 
be a chore. Here is how 
to get started.

List the necessities. 
Begin by calculating the 
costs associated with 
fixed needs, including 
rent/mortgage, utilities, 
food, and any other bills 
you have to pay each 
month.

Add existing debt. 
Debt includes any 
routine payments being 
made to credit card 
companies, student loan 
lenders, car payments, 
or unpaid medical bills. 

Conduct a spending 
analysis over several 
months. Budgets are 
easier with fixed num-
bers, but unforeseen 
variables can affect 

spending every month. 
These can include the 
extras for clothing, en-
tertainment and much 
more. Average the 
cost of these expenses 
throughout your analy-
sis period so you can 
get some idea of how 
much to allocate for 
them.

Use software or 
apps to help. There 
are plenty of resources 
available to help people 
calculate their budgets 
and get a picture of 
their financial habits. 
Resources such as Mint, 
YNAB (You Need a 
Budget) and various 
accounting programs 
can produce spread-
sheets, pie charts and 

bar graphs as you work 
to create a budget.

Start trimming gradu-
ally. Quitting a certain 
lifestyle cold turkey can 
be jarring. Gradually 
cut back on your spend-
ing if your analysis 
suggests that’s the way 
to go.

Automate saving. 
Immediately removing 
a set amount from your 
paychecks by having it 
directly deposited into 
a separate account can 
remove the temptation 
of spending too much 
from your financial 
equation.

Budgets are a key 
part of a financial plan 
and can help people 
reach their goals.  

There are simple ways to keep a realistic budget 

INVESTING has 
always been a 
means for people 

to grow their wealth 
and make their money 
work for them. Inves-
tors know that protecting 
investment earnings is 
important, and that often 
can be achieved through 
tax-advantaged invest-
ments.

Tax-advantaged 
investing, also called tax-
efficient investing, allows 
investors to maximize the 
profits they can keep af-
ter taxes are filed. Invest-
ment selection and asset 
allocation are important 
factors affecting returns, 
but minimizing taxes and 
other costs is also crucial, 
according to the Schwab 
Center for Financial 
Research.

There are some ways 
for investors to keep 
more of their assets. 
A qualified financial 
advisor can help navigate 
the waters of the best 
tax-advantaged options. 
When investing on an 
annual basis, there are 
some general accounts 
people can use to their 
advantages. 

A 401(k) or 403(b): 
These accounts are an 
ideal way to get “free” 
money. Funds in these 
accounts are put away 
pre-tax. Because your 
adjusted gross income is 
lowered, so is your feder-
ally taxable income. In 
addition, some employers 

may match contributions 
up to a certain percent-
age. Companies also 
may offer Roth 401(k) 
plans, which differ from 
traditional plans in regard 
to when you pay taxes. 
With Roth plans, you 
pay taxes up front. When 
the money is eventually 
withdrawn, those with-
drawals are tax-free. 

IRAs: Individual 
retirement accounts are 
similar to 401(k) plans in 
that they’re tax-deferred. 
However, they generally 
offer greater freedom 
in investment choices. 
Roth IRAs, like the Roth 
401(k) plans, must be 
paid with after-tax dol-
lars. But the advantages 
are higher contribution 
amounts, withdrawals 
that are tax-free and no 
mandatory withdrawals 
when a person reaches a 
certain age.

Tax-Free Savings Ac-
count (TFSA): Canadian 
investors can explore 
TFSAs. These are ac-
counts that do not tax any 

contributions, interest 
earned, dividends, or 
capital gains, and can be 
withdrawn tax-free. It 
is available to individu-
als ages 18 and older in 
Canada and can be used 
for any purpose.

College savings ac-
counts: Investing in a 
529 plan can be wise for 
parents. While money is 
invested after tax, it is 
tax-free when withdrawn 
for qualified higher edu-
cation purposes. 

Health savings ac-
counts: To get a tax de-
duction on health expens-
es, an HSA is the way to 
go. HSAs are linked to 
high-deductible health 
plans and allow account 
holders to use the funds 
for qualified spending.

Working with a 
financial planner can 
help investors maximize 
their investments to be as 
tax-efficient as possible. 
Financial experts under-
stand funding limits and 
the timeline in which to 
invest for tax advantages.

Tips for tax-advantaged investing

FINANCE

SAVING is a vital 
component of fi-
nancial planning. 

However, more than half 
of Americans are saving 
too little and do not have 
an accurate grasp of their 
spending habits. 

A recent survey from In-
tuit Mint Life found that, in 
2019, 59 percent of Ameri-
cans were living paycheck 
to paycheck and 65 percent 
didn’t know how much 
they were spending on a 
monthly basis. The situa-
tion is similar in Canada, 
where the annual BDO 
Canada Affordability In-
dex indicates 53 percent 
of Canadians are living 
paycheck to paycheck and 
25 percent say their debt 
load is overwhelming.

While there’s no magic 
formula to save money, 
and the amount of money 
one should save each 
month depends on how he 
or she wants to live now 
and in the future, a hand-
ful of strategies can help 

people save more money 
each year.

Follow the 50/30/20 
rule. The popular 50/30/20 
rule advocates for allocat-
ing 50 percent of your 
budget to essentials like 
rent, food and housing, 30 
percent for discretionary 
spending and 20 percent 
for savings. Many people 
cannot save 20 percent 
of their income. In such 
instances, people can make 
a concerted effort to save 
10 percent of their take-
home pay. 

Build an emergency 
fund. The credit reporting 
agency Experian recom-
mends consumers keep 
between three and six 
months’ worth of expenses 
in an emergency fund. 
The fund should cover 
expenses on the abso-
lute necessities paid each 
month, like utilities rent/
mortgage and groceries. 

Set goals. Savings goals 
can help a person stay on 
track and provide motiva-

tion to put money away. 
Establish separate savings 
accounts for each goal to 
reduce the temptation to 
spend. For example, if the 
goal is to save more for 
vacations, then a person 
can open an account where 
funds are used exclusively 
for vacations. 

Automate with your 
employers’ help. Certain 
employers allow workers 
to direct deposit a pay-
check into more than one 
bank account. It’s easy to 
request the payroll man-
ager put 10 percent or 20 
percent of a paycheck into 
a savings account while 
the remainder is deposited 
into a checking account. 
Automated deposits can 
help individuals get ac-
customed to living on less.

Saving money isn’t al-
ways easy, but with goals 
and certain strategies in 
mind, it’s possible for 
individuals to grow their 
savings and secure their 
financial futures. 

Save more each month

THE pandemic sparked by the 
spread of the novel coro-
navirus COVID-19 in the 

winter of 2019-20 blindsided much 
of the world. Since the World Health 
Organization declared a pandemic 
in March, millions of people across 
the globe have lost their lives, while 
hundreds of millions more have lost 
their livelihoods.

Data from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics indicates the unemployment 
rate in the United States, which was 
lower than 4 percent in the weeks 
prior to the WHO’s pandemic dec-
laration, was nearly 15 percent by 
mid-May. While that figure dropped 
to less than 9 percent by the end 
of summer, many families are still 
confronting financial challenges 
stemming from the pandemic. Some 
parents may still be out of work, 
while others are working on reduced 
salaries as their employers try to 
overcome the economic challenges 
posed by COVID-19.

No one knows when the pan-
demic will end and life will return to 
normal, so families facing financial 
uncertainty can benefit from tight-
ening their belts for the long haul. 
Thankfully, there are various ways 
for families to cut costs that won’t 
adversely affect their quality of life.

Plan more meals. Impulse buying 
is one of the most costly ways that 
families overspend. A 2018 survey 
from Slickdeals.net found that the 
average consumer in the United States 
spends $5,400 annually on impulse 
buys. More than 70 percent of impulse 
spending goes toward food. Families 
looking to cut costs can plan more 
meals so they know what they need 
when they visit the grocery store, 
which should reduce the amount of 
money they spend on spur-of-the-
moment purchases.

Simplify special occasions. It can 
be fun to go a little overboard for 
birthday parties, anniversaries and 
holiday gatherings. However, such 
spending should be seen as a luxury 
during a recession. Momentous occa-
sions can be both special and inexpen-

sive. Birthday picnics in the park or 
at the beach can be just as unique and 
memorable as lavish parties, and they 
won’t cost nearly as much. Parents 
can agree to forgo gift-giving on anni-
versaries or birthdays, opting instead 
for romantic homemade dinners.

Think of new ways to get away. 
Many families canceled or postponed 
vacations in 2020 as travel restric-
tions and social distancing guidelines 
greatly limited travel options. While 
it might be possible to travel safely 
again in 2021, families still dealing 
with the fallout from COVID-19 may 
be hesitant to plan traditional vaca-
tions. Thankfully, there are ways to 
get away without breaking the bank. 
Many campsites are free or charge 
nominal fees to use their facilities, 
and such excursions can be great 
ways for families accustomed to fly-
ing and five-star hotels to enjoy new 
experiences.

The pandemic has posed financial 
challenges for millions of families. 
But there are ways for families to 
reduce their spending without cutting 
back on their quality of life.  

How to save on family expenses
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Looking for a 
new CPA?

We do income taxes, payroll & bookkeeping.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA
provides tax planning, preparation, & compliance 

services to tax-exempt entities, individuals, & 
businesses. She has more than 18 years of 

experience in income tax, compilation, payroll tax, 
& sales tax preparation. She is a Licensed Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) & an Enrolled Agent (EA) 

& Certified Online Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS
has 17 years of tax preparation experience. 

She holds a Master’s Degree in Taxation & is a 
Licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA). Make 
an appointment to see her today at the Rochelle 
or Stillman Valley office. She is a Certified Online 

Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

ROCHELLE OFFICE:
604 N Main St #2

815.561.8979

STILLMAN OFFICE:
202 N. Walnut
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com 01202021

ONCE a couple walks down 
the aisle and returns home 
from their honeymoon, 

various tasks must be performed. 
Couples should not overlook the 
importance of tending to their 
financial futures. One of the first 
steps is merging and managing bank 
accounts. 

A study from Kansas City Univer-
sity found the number one cause of 
divorce in the United States is fight-
ing over money and other financial 
problems. Therefore, being on the 
same page concerning finances and 
maintaining financial transparency 
can help reduce the propensity to 
clash over cash. 

Merging bank accounts can be a 
good idea for newlyweds for various 
reasons.

Improved efficiency: Having one 
account makes it easier to track 
income and spending and can make 
keeping track of money less compli-
cated. Also, having only one bank 
means cutting down on statements 
or correspondence from multiple 
institutions.

Greater communication: Some 
people are natural spenders and oth-
ers savers. It’s easy to gloss over fi-
nancial indiscretions when there are 
separate accounts. A joint account 

makes it easy to talk about spending 
habits and the flow of money in and 
out of an account. 

Creates accountability: Not being 
able to hide debt or large expendi-
tures or withdrawals makes couples 
accountable to each other. This cre-
ates transparency in a relationship 
and may help couples become closer 
as a result.

Good in emergencies: According 
to the financial resource Money Un-
der 30, having a joint bank account 
can ensure that a surviving spouse 
has uninterrupted access to funds 
in the event his or her partner dies. 
This may not be the case with indi-
vidual bank accounts until the estate 
goes through probate.

Get better banking: Certain fi-
nancial institutions may offer perks 
like no fees if customers maintain a 
specific balance or meet the criteria 
of debit card usage per month. Such 
requirements may be more easily 
reached with two people utilizing 
the account.

Combine with ease: Financial ex-
pert Dave Ramsay says it’s particu-
larly easy to merge when individuals 
already were using the same bank 
or credit union. Simply showing 
up with identification and transfer-
ring the balance of one account into 

The benefits of joint bank accounts

DRAFTING 
a last will 
and testa-

ment is an essential 
component of estate 
planning. Despite the 
importance of hav-
ing a will, a recent 
survey from AARP 
found that two out of 
five Americans over 
the age of 45 do not 
have one.

Putting wishes 
down on paper helps 
avoid unnecessary 
work and sometimes 
heartache upon the 
death of a loved one. 
Wills allow heirs 
to act with the de-
cedent’s wishes in 
mind, and can ensure 
that assets and pos-
sessions will end up 
in the right hands.

Estate planning 
can be tricky, which 
is why many people 
turn to attorneys 
to get the job done 
right. Attorneys who 
specialize in estate 
planning will no 
doubt discuss the 
following topics with 
their clients.

• Assets owned: 
Make a list of known 
assets and figure out 
which assets are cov-
ered by the will and 
which will have to be 
passed on according 
to other estate laws, 
such as through joint 
tenancy on a deed or 
a living trust. For ex-
ample, life insurance 
policies or retirement 
plan proceeds will be 
distributed to your 
named beneficiaries. 
A will also can cover 
other assets, such as 
photographs, cloth-
ing, cars, and jew-
elry.

• Guardianship: 
Parents’ wills should 
include a declaration 
of who they want to 
become guardians 
their underage chil-
dren or dependents.

• Pets: Some peo-
ple prefer to use their 
will to also dictate 
guardianship for their 
pets and to leave 
money or property to 
help care for those 
pets. However, pets 
do not have the legal 
capacity to own prop-
erty, so one shouldn’t 
gift money directly 

Things people should know about creating wills 

FINANCE

the other and adding a signer is all 
that’s needed. In instances where 
couples use different banks, select a 
convenient institution and open up 

a new account together after closing 
the individual ones.

Joint accounts are a smart choice 
for married couples.

to pets in a will.
• Funeral instruc-

tions: Settling pro-
bate will not happen 
until after the funer-
al. Therefore, funeral 
wishes in a will often 
go unnoticed, states 
the legal advisement 
resource Find Law.

• Executor: An 
executor is a trusted 
person who will carry 

out the terms of the 
will. This person 
should be willing to 
serve and be capable 
of executing the will.

People who die 
without a valid will 
become intestate. 
This means the es-
tate will be settled 
based on the laws of 
where that person 
lived, and a court-

appointed administra-
tor will serve in the 
capacity to transfer 
property. This ad-
ministrator will be 
bound by laws and 
may make decisions 
that go against the 
decedent’s wishes. To 
avoid this outcome, a 
will and other estate 
planning documents 
are crucial.

--------Stop in and see us!--------

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.
01082020

Give Us A Call – 815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs:    Auto    Home  Improvement    Vacation

We can help!

Got ?
Holiday Bills? Car Repairs? Leaky Roof?

Jami Hackman & Magan Stevens
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