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Blowing off steam at Amboy Junior High

Work continues on
new junior high/
high school gym

project

BY BONNIE MORRIS

Editor

AMBOY - Another winter, another
round of steam leaks have been discov-
ered at Amboy Junior High School. Re-
porting at the Jan. 21 board of education
meeting, Superintendent Joshua Nichols
said the ongoing maintenance issues at
AJHS are mainly due to the age of the
building. “The biggest problem is that
the pipes are so old, if they twist the
pipe, it breaks,” he explained.

Keeping the old building functional
has been a challenge for some time.
Nichols reminded the board that some
of the parts are so old, they cannot
easily be replaced because they are no
longer available. The parts would have
to be special ordered, which is not only
expensive but can take months to pro-
duce. For now, he said they have some

temporary heaters/heat pumps available
to help with heating if needed.

PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Amboy High School Principal Janet
Crownhart congratulated January Stu-
dent of the Month Brooklyn Whelchel.

Curriculum and School Improvement

® Deb Cleary received a Maggie &
Amos Foundation “Elf-Sized” Grant
for Educators in the amount of $250
for supplies to do needle felting and to
create reproductions of famous artworks.

e AHS studentsreturned to school on
Jan.4. Crownhartsaid about 55 students
are learning remotely.

e The School Improvement Team
met onJan. 20 to discuss semester exam
exemptions and 1st semester remedia-
tion options.

School Activities

e Two graduated students, Ashley
Althaus and Margaret Vaessen, are ap-
plying for their American FFA Degrees
this spring. “We wish them the best of
luck,” Crownhart said.

Amboy Junior High Principal An-
drew Full

Curriculum and School Improvement

e OnJan. 6, the School Improvement

Team met with Anji Garza from the ROE
to discuss retention/student engagement,
success plans for students, grading pro-
tocols, data, special education items with
special education teachers, and school
improvement reports.

e On Jan. 7, a faculty meeting was
held to discuss rapid testing, bus evacu-
ation video, SLOs/Observations, Pay It
Forward presentation, grading, retention
of'students, student success plans, STAR
data, and new building update.

PBIS

e The monthly awards will be given
on Jan. 25, and names will be reported
at the February board meeting.

School Activities

e On Jan. 4, Amboy Junior High held
the Significant 24, which is a shorter
version of the Significant 72 that started
the school year. Students were welcomed
back to school with different activities
thatincluded self-reflection, goal setting
for2021,review of remote learning 101,
team building (pay it forward idea), and
rock/paper/scissors competition.

See SCHOOL page A2

Lee County COVID-19 Update:
Jan. 25, 2021

LEE COUNTY — The Lee County
Health Department is saddened to report
1 additional death in the county after
confirming COVID as the cause. Age
breakdown is a male in his 80s. This
brings the total number of deaths in Lee
County to 55.

The health department also reported
6 cases were from congregate living
facilities with 7 Dixon Correctional
Center and 2 from The Meadows at
Franklin Grove.

Between Jan. 15-25, the Lee County
Health Department has reported a total
of 98 new cases have been reported in-
cluding the case listed above. Here are
the ages that were announced: 5 under
the age of 12, 7 in his or her teens, 18
in his or her 20s, 13 in his or her 30s,
19 in his or her 40s, 13 in his or her 50s,
7 in his or her 60s, 8 in his or her 70s,
and 2 in his or her 80s.

This brings the total number of cases
to 2,877 as of Jan. 25. Of the 2,877
cases, 2,388 have recovered. They also
reported as of Jan. 25, 11 residents have
been hospitalized.

Amanda Wike named United Way
of Lee County Executive Director

DIXON - The United

Vaccine

[llinois is currently in Phase 1b for
COVID-19 vaccine receipt. Persons
qualifying to receive vaccine in this
phase include:

e residents 65 years and older, as well
as specific groups of workers including:

* Education Sector-Congregate
Child Care, pre-K through 12th grade
school staff

* Food and Agriculture- Processing,
plants, veterinary health, livestock
services

» Manufacturing-Industrial produc-
tion of goods for distribution to retail,
wholesale or other manufacturers

* Corrections Workers & inmates

* United States Postal Workers

» Public Transit Workers-Flight
crews, bus drivers, train conductors, taxi
drivers, para-transit drivers, in-person
support, ride sharing services

* Grocery Store Workers-Baggers,
cashiers, stockers, pick-up, customer
service

* Shelters/Adult Day Care-Homeless
shelter, women’s shelter, adult day/

drop-in programs, sheltered workshop,
psycho-social rehab

If you qualify for 1b based on the
above criteria, you can use this link:
http://bit.ly/39GTrMS. Once you’ve
signed up at this link, you are placed
on our call list. You will be contacted
when we have an available appointment
for you. We understand that many res-
idents are very anxious to receive their
vaccine, but we ask for your patience.
This will be a lengthy process as long
as counties continue to receive limited
allocations of vaccine each week. Good
news: there will likely be additional
vaccine providers in our community in
the near future.

We ask that residents refrain from
calling or messaging us to see if you are
on the list. If you complete the form on
the link, you are. We are inundated with
calls and messages, and when people
double check, it slows us down even
more. There will be vaccine available
for anyone who wants it eventually.

See HEALTH page A2
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Regions 1 and 2
move to Phase 4

SPRINGFIELD — The Illinois Department of Public
Health (IDPH) today announced Region 1 (Boone, Carroll,
DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside,
Winnebago) and Region 2 (Bureau, Fulton, Grundy,
Henderson, Henry, Kendall, Knox, La Salle, Livingston,
Marshall, McDonough, McLean, Mercer, Peoria, Putnam,
Rock Island, Stark, Tazewell, Warren, Woodford) are mov-
ing to Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan effective today.
Information about which tier and phase regions are in can
be found at the top of the IDPH website homepage.

A Phase 4 Guidelines Overview can be found on the
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity website.

RESTAURANTS AND BARS

* Indoor dining and drinking now permitted for parties
of up to 10 people

* Seated areas should be arranged so that tables allow
for 6 feet between parties; impermeable barriers may be
installed between booths which are less than 6 feet apart

RETAIL AND SERVICE COUNTER

* Continue capacity limitof no more than 50% occupancy

PERSONAL CARE

* Continue capacity limit of no more than 50% occupancy

INDOOR/OUTDOOR RECREATION

* Reopening select indoor recreation facilities (e.g.,
bowling alleys, skating rinks); indoor playgrounds and
trampoline parks should remain closed

* Indoor recreation to operate at lesser of 50 customers
or 50% of facility capacity

MUSEUMS

e Capacity limit of no more than 25% occupancy

* Guided tours should be limited to 50 or fewer people
per group

MEETINGS AND SOCIAL EVENTS

¢ Limitto thelesser of 50 people or 50% of room capacity

» Multiple groups may meet in the same facility if they
are socially distanced and in separate rooms

IDPH will continue to closely monitor test positivity, ICU
bed availability, and the number of people in the hospital
with COVID-19. Should data show regions trending in
the wrong direction, based on the established mitigation
metrics, regions could once again find themselves in a
higher tier with increased measures.

See PHASE 4 page A2

Nicor Gas offers cold-
weather safety and

AMBOY
MINUTE

Way of Lee County Board
of Directors has selected
Amanda Wike as Executive
Director of the organization.

Peter Shaw, United Way
Board President, stated,
“We are excited to announce
Amanda Wike as the new
Executive Director of the
United Way of Lee County
(UWLC). Our community’s
needs have only increased
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Amanda’s leader-
ship of volunteers and her
track record of successful
fund-raising will help the
UWLC continue to evolve
to meet those needs.”

Wike is looking forward
to joining UWLC, “I am
honored to have been chosen
to lead United Way of Lee
County and am grateful to be
joining an organization with

such strong leadership in the
board of directors.”

She continued, “I look
forward to working with
the United Way agencies to
help Lee County respond
and recover from challenges
brought forth this year and to
continueto serve all residents
of Lee County.”

Wike joins UWLC after
serving Lee County resi-
dents with the YWCA of the
Sauk Valley. Wike has held
leadership and fundraising
positions serving as Program
Director for Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Whiteside County
and for Sterling Stingrays
with the Sterling Park Dis-
trict. She has been an active
volunteer in the community
sitting on various boards and
committees within Lee and
Whiteside counties. She
studied social work at Aurora

Wike

University.

Wikeisalifelongresident
of the Sauk Valley area and
has one son, Jack (19).

To learn more about the
organization, follow “United
Way of Lee County” on Face-
book, call 815-284-3339, or
visit www.unitedwayoflee-
county.org.

savings tips

NAPERVILLE — As temperatures drop and snowfall
is expected throughout much of its northern Illinois service
territory, Nicor Gas is providing winter weather tips to stay
warm, safe and save money with energy efficiency tools
and resources.

In the event of inclement weather, it’s important to check
that outdoor vent openings and air intakes are not obstruct-
ed by snow and ice to ensure the safe, proper operation of
natural gas appliances, such as a furnace or water heater,
and to prevent the potentially hazardous buildup of carbon
monoxide within your home or business.

Exercise caution removing snow or ice from your natural
gas meter assembly. Use your hands or a broom, not a shovel,
to brush away snow or ice from your meter and regulator.
Never kick or hit your gas meter or its piping with a hammer
or other hard object to break away built-up snow or ice.

Heavy snow and ice may weigh down power lines and tree
limbs, causing them to fall. If a natural gas meter is damaged
or underground gas line is exposed, immediately leave the
area and call 911 or the 24-hour emergency response line
888.NicordU (642.6748) from a safe location.

Heavy snow, rain to impact travel across Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — The Illinois
Department of Transportation is
warning the public thata major winter
storm will impact travel across the
state, with the potential to drop several
inches of snow across northern Illinois
and hail and freezing rain expected
in regions to the south. The public is
advised to plan accordingly and an-
ticipate deteriorating conditions, slick
roads and much longer travel times.

“OurcrewsatIDOT are mobilized
and prepared for the return of winter
weather this week,” said Acting Illi-
nois Transportation Secretary Omer
Osman. “As always in periods of
inclement weather, the safest option is
to stay home. If you must drive, slow
down, give the road your undivided
attention and please do not crowd
our plows.”

The National Weather Service has

issued a storm warning, predicting
heavy snow to begin falling this af-
ternoon and into Tuesday. Between an
inch and up to 8 inches is expected
between Springfield and the Wis-
consin border, with heavier totals up
north. Freezing rain and possibly hail
are predicted in central and southern
[llinois, with road conditions poten-
tially becoming hazardous.

Visibility and slippery conditions
will be a challenge the duration of
the storm.

The department will have available
more than 1,800 trucks and equipment
statewide, applying salt, treating
roads and responding to other weather
emergencies. If you encountera plow
or any maintenance vehicle during
your travels, please slow down,
increase your driving distance and
remain patient.

“Ifyoumusttravel, we ask that you
allow additional time to reach your
destination and ensure your vehicle
is in a safe operating condition,” said
Illinois State Police Director Brendan
F. Kelly. “Please obey all traffic laws
and posted speed limits. Remember,
speed limits are set for clear condi-
tions. Only drive the speed limit if
it is safe to do so. And please watch
out for emergency responders and
highway maintainers who are doing
their best to keep the roadways safe.”

Other tips if you must travel:

 Take it slow, especially when
approaching intersections, ramps,
bridges and shaded arcas that are
prone to icing.

» Make sure your gas tank is full.

*Keepacell phone, warm clothes,
blankets, food, water, a first-aid kit,
washer fluid and an ice scraper in

CLIPPER
HIGHLIGHTS

This week'’s column
features #64

Joe Nauman
PAGE A9

Obituaries
Thomas Latta

See WINTER page A2
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in the Chicago area for assistance in
case of emergency.

* Reminder: Using handheld
phones while driving is illegal in
[llinois, unless it is an emergency
situation.

* If you are involved in a crash,
remain inside your vehicle. Exiting
your vehicle into live traffic can have
fatal consequences.

* Always wear a seat belt, whether
you’re sitting in the front seat or back
seat. It’s the law.

For regular updates on statewide
road conditions, visit www.gettinga-
roundillinois.com. You also can fol-
low IDOT on Facebook and Twitter.

Farmer’s Report........
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SCHOOL continued from page Al

AJHS 6th grader, Jake Dinges, and his
teacher, Yvonne Vicks, attended the board
meeting and gave an informative presentation
on various aspects of the program.

e Full congratulated Jasper Oury for being
the school-wide winner of the rock/paper/
scissors competition.

e Faculty/staff and students watched a
bus evacuation video on Jan. 8 during WIN.
The video counts towards the annual bus
evacuation drill required by the state.

e The classroom/grade level spelling bee
has started, organized this year by Ashley
Platz. The winner of the school spelling bee
will be eligible to compete in the regional
spelling bee.

e AJHS Student Council is running a
“Penny Drive” this month to raise money for
PADS (homeless shelter) in Dixon.

HEALTH continued from page Al

We also ask if you qualify based on your
profession, please check with your employer
before registering, because we are currently
coordinating with many employers for all
their staff who want the vaccine.

We thank the community for its continued
support. We will get through this together.

Stop The Spread

The Unified Command Team would like
to remind our community that COVID-19
remains in our area and continues to be a real
threat. Some people who have tested positive
have had no symptoms or mild symptoms.
Others have felt miserable or even been
hospitalized. Although there are individuals
considered at a higher risk for complications
due to COVID-19, some otherwise healthy
people have also become very sick. The more
the virus spreads & the more cases we have

WIN TER continued from page Al

“Customers can be assured that the reliabil-
ity and resiliency of Nicor Gas’ distribution
system will allow the safe and continued
delivery of affordable natural gas, no mat-
ter the weather,” said John O. Hudson III,
president and CEO of Nicor Gas. “And with
proper weatherization and safety precautions,
homes and businesses can enjoy the reliable
warmth of natural gas while saving money.”

Little changes can add up to big savings
with these weatherization tips:

Regularly replace air and furnace filters;
most filters should be cleaned or replaced
every 60-90 days. A clean filter will allow
the system to run more efficiently.

Open window coverings during the day to
allow sunlight to heat your home naturally,
and close curtains at night to reduce the chill
from cold windows.

Principal Joyce Schamberger, Central
Elementary

School Improvement

* The Problem Solving Team met with
grade level teams to discuss struggling
students.

* The grade level teams re-trained Central
students on the expectations for PBIS by
watching a video made by Central’s former
4th grade students.

¢ Student of the Month awards will be
handed out on Jan. 25. Students will be
reminded to continue reading their library
books and taking tests to earn points.

School Activities

* The Book-It activity for the month of
January will be on Jan. 29 with a dress up
activity planned by the specials team. Stu-
dents who have met their reading goals for the

month will be able to participate by dressing
up as their favorite Scooby Doo character.

¢ Central PTC met on Jan. 11. Plans are
underway for the annual Pancake Break-
fast. This will be done as a carry out meal/
breakfast.

* Central School will celebrate the 100th
day of school on Jan. 28. Students will be
able to dress up like the 70s and/or 80s and
will have to stop, drop and dance when it’s
announced over the PA system.

» Schamberger thanked the Lee County
Health Department for delivery of a washer
and dryer, which were received at no cost
to the district due to a grant from LCHD.

* Schamberger congratulated Mrs. Hussey
and Mrs. Burke for applying and obtaining
$250 grants from The Maggie & Amos
Foundation.

* Schamberger expressed her appreciation
to Amie Wiseman for posting photos of Cen-
tral’s faculty and staff on the district website.

OTHER BUSINESS

* Building construction update - Tempo-
rary portable heat is allowing work to con-
tinue. Nichols said they were hoping to pour
the gym floor on Jan. 25 and the locker room
arca was poured on Jan. 22. Electricians,
plumbers, masons are also still working.

« Illinois Association of School Boards
(IASB) policy revisions were approved.

¢ Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund
(IMRF) resolution was approved.

The next regular board meeting will take
placeat7 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 18 at Central
School. All meetings are open to the public.

locally, the risk of very ill or hospitalized
individuals increases.

Please, for yourself and others, follow the
state and federal recommendations. It’s easy
to remember as the 3 W’s: Wash your hands;
Watch your distance; and Wear your mask.

Also, we’d like to mention the process
of contact tracing. If your local health de-
partment tries to contact you, please answer
or return their call. Some people may feel
distrustful or afraid of the term “contact
tracing.” This is actually a strategy used for
many years in public health to reduce the
spread of infectious disease. Contact tracing
is a critical piece of our mitigation efforts
against COVID-19. More information can
be found at this link: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/
contact-tracing.html

Keep furniture, drapes, stuffed animals
and other objects away from heating sources.

Adjust timer controls and programmable
thermostats. Some older thermostats may
not have an internal clock and need to be
adjusted manually.

Customers can request up to two free
home weatherization kits from the Nicor
Gas Energy Efficiency Program. Kits in-
clude outlets and light switch foam gaskets
to help prevent drafts from exterior walls,
weatherstripping and rope caulk for win-
dows and doors, as well as a self-adhesive
door sweep to prevent cold air from leaking
in underneath.

Customers can also request a free energy
assessment in addition to energy-saving
products by visiting nicorgas.com/ways-
tosave.

What to do if you think you have or
have been exposed to COVID-19

During the COVID-19 pandemic, individ-
uals with symptoms SHOULD NOT GO to
health care facilities such as hospitals, clinics,
and urgent care centers without CALLING
FIRST. Instead, they can seek care by using
one of the following options:

Testing:

Anyone with COVID-19 like symptoms
(cough, shortness of breath, muscle pain,
headache, sore throat, chills, sudden loss of
taste and or smell and fever) OR who have
a risk factor, such as contact with someone
confirmed to have COVID-19, a compro-
mised immune system or a serious chronic
medical condition can get a test, even without
a doctor’s order.

Call the KSB Hotline Monday-Friday, 9-5

at285-7777to determine eligibility for testing.

Residents can go to the following websites
for additional information:

Go to KSB, LCHD, IDPH, or CDC web-
sites. Lee County Health Department provides
regular updates on its Facebook page.

* https://www.ksbhospital.com/coronavi-
rus-outbreak-covid-19/

* http://www.lchd.com

* http://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/
diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/
coronavirus

e https://www.cdc.gov/coronavi-
rus/2019-ncov/index.html

» For businesses: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guid-
ance-business-response.html

» Facebook: Lee County IL Health De-
partment

Granny Rose -
Pebbles

Pebbles was rescued along
with her kittens. She was
relieved to have some help.
Pebbles is thought to be about
1 1/2 years old so she is young
and playful. She is very pretty
with her gray tabby and white
coloring. Pebbles probably
won’t nicely share a home with
another cat and she definitely
dislikes dogs. Come meet
Pebbles. To see Pebbles, call
Granny Rose Animal Shelter
at 815-288-PETS(7387) or

VISit wWww.grannyrose.org.
Photo contributed

PHASE 4

continued from
page Al

Metrics for moving from

a higher to lower tier are as
follows:

Moving from Tier 1 to
Phase 4

o Test positivity rate =
6.5% for three consecutive
days (7-day average); AND

LOR/ ERBES, GR/

Designated Managing Broker
Over 30 years experience
lorierbes@gmail.com

606 W Main St., Sublette $129,900
Move in ready! Seller has spent $34,000 in upgrades. You must see
to appreciate its beauty. Charming 2 bedroom 1 bathroom home in
Sublette. Just updated with all new lavish flooring, windows, doors, trim,
and so much more. Ask Realtor for property checklist. Kitchen cabinets
were just professionally refinished and the counter tops are NEW.

815-535-6295

www.Erbes-Realty.com

o Staffed ICU bed avail-
ability = 20% for three
consecutive days (7-day
average); AND

oNosustained increasein
COVID patients in hospital
(7-day average for 7 of 10
days)

Information about mitiga-
tion and resurgence metrics
can be found on the IDPH
website at http://www.dph.
illinois.gov/regionmetrics.

01272021
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1-800-845-5809

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 S. Main St. * Mendota, IL 61342

(815)539-7276

(815)538-5276

Steve Schmitt Family owned
since 1913

Ron Schmitt
(815)539-7068

B \ BRADFORD
V-A/ VICTOR-ADAMS

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Amboy

Leffeiman & Associates:
LaMoille
815-857-2125 815-638-2171

Sublette
815-849-5219:

62020
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TEEN TURF

Thank Yous

We are blessed to have the following folks assistus: Sandy
Morrisey and Dennis Donna for their monetary donation; Les
and Betty Shaw for delivering food items from the Amboy
Fire Department; Laurie and Dan Nauman for the chips;
Someone who dropped off the toys in the hallway; Cindy
and Michael Phillips for the Valentine items; Eileen and
[rene Ramsdell for the beautiful cupcakes and meat, cheese,
and bread; Kim and Mike Stram for the snacks and Donna
Wellman for her yummy treats. As always we are blessed
to have the following assist us after school: Shannon, Fran,
Donna, Will, Robert, Jarrett, Brooklyn, and Kaylee. We
couldn’t do it without our volunteers.

Teen Turf

We are now open; however it is not like any year before.
Students had to pre-register before coming and we are limited
on space due to Illinois State guidelines. Please do not send
a child without speaking to Eileen Piper at 815-440-8195

Final Word

Lord, as I prepare my heart and mind for changing my
behavior, I ask that your divine will be clear to me. Help me
to make this change, a Holy change as I look to You for all
of my strength and guidance. Allow your way of life rule in
my thoughts and actions. Thank you for being there for me
in this! Amen.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will
have Immunization Clinics
for Children and Adults by
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 tomake an appoint-
ment or for information on
other services available. You
may also visit the website at
www.lchd.com for a list of
services available.

AMBOY-The City of
Amboy committee meetings
willbe held at 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, Feb. 1, atthe Community
Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd.

DIXON-The American
Red Cross will hold a Blood
Drive from 10 a.m. until 3
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 6, at
the National Guard Building,
412 W. Everett. Call the Red

Cross at 800-733-2767 or
visit RedCrossBlood.org
to make an appointment to
donate. Download the Blood
Donor App.

SUBLETTE-The Sub-
lette Village Board will meet
at 7 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 8,
at the Ellice Dinges Center,
202 S. West St.

MAY TOWNSHIP-The
May Township meeting
will be held at 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, Feb. 10, at
the township maintenance
building.

STERLING-The Amer-
ican Red Cross will hold a
Blood Drive from 9 a.m. until
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb.
11, at Sterling Bethel Reform

EXTENSION NEWS

Find Your Spark in 4-H

Youth will have the opportunity to
find their spark and explore the 4-H
program during a six-week series of
hands-on activities offered by Uni-
versity of [llinois Extension. Sessions
will be held online and will begin at 4
p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 23 to March 30.

Youth will receive a packet of sup-  ticipants.

plies and instructions for six different
activities, designed to explore 4-H
project areas in health, cultural aware-
ness, creative arts, child development,
animal science and horticulture. Each
week, participants will also join an
online zoom session to discuss their
activities and interact with other par-

One may register online by Feb. 11
atgo.illinois.edu/4HFindYourSpark or
by calling Whiteside County Extension
Office at 815-632-3611.

The supply fee is $5 for all six ses-
sions and youth ages eight to 12 may
attend one or more sessions.

Supply kits will be mailed prior to

each session.

Educational Briefs

Iowa State University announces
fall 2020 Dean’s List

AMES, Iowa — More than 11,000 lowa State University
students have been recognized for outstanding academic
achievement by being named to the fall semester 2020 Dean’s
List. Students named to the Dean’s List must have earned
a grade point average of at least 3.50 on a 4.00 scale while
carrying aminimum of 12 credithours of graded course work.

Students listed below are from your area.

Dixon

Nicholas Dean Engle, 2, Pre-Business

Steward
Kayla Renee McCormick, 2, Accounting
Austin Suddeth, 3, Agricultural Business

Sublette
AshleyRenee Althaus, 2, Agricultural Systems Technology
Natalie Diana Vaessen, 3, Event Management

NIU announces fall
2020 Dean’s List

DEKALB — Northern Illinois University announces its
fall 2020 Dean’s List students. To earn this distinction, students
must meet a minimum semester grade point average of 3.5
on a 4.0 scale in the College of Engineering and Engineering
Technology or a minimum of 3.75 on a 4.0 scale in the col-
leges of Business, Education, Health and Human Sciences,
Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Visual and Performing Arts.

Students from your area who achieved this honor include:

Amboy

Jordan Hochstatter, Political Sci-Public Law-B.S., Amboy
High School

Tyler Stewart, Undecided E&ET, Amboy High School

Ashton

Samantha Smith, Environmental Studies - B.S., Ashton
Franklin Center HS

Emalie Vogeler, Art Studio-Design & Media Arts, Ashton
Franklin Center HS

Compton

Joseph Gehant, Electrical Engineering, Mendota Township

High School
Dixon

Katie Fredericks, Business Administration - B.S., Amboy

High School
Franklin Grove

Paige Hilliker, SPED-LBSI with PEL, Ashton Franklin

Center High School
Paw Paw
Julia Hoelzer, Human Resource Management, Paw Paw
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High School

Joshua Mateja, Pre-Computer Science, Paw Paw High

School

Alexandra Soto, Health Sciences-General, Paw Paw

High School

Steward
Hailey Herrmann, Public Health Administration, Indian

Creek High School

Sublette
Emma Lindenmeyer, Physical Education, Amboy High

School

West Brooklyn
Jessie Dooley, Communicative Disorders, Mendota

Township High School

NIU December 2020
Graduation List

DEKALB — More than 1,300 students received their
degrees from Northern Illinois University in December.
Included among the graduates were the following students

from your area:

Dixon
Dani Bally, Bachelor of Arts in English
Danielle Eychaner, Bachelor of Fine Arts in Art Studio
and Design - Design and Media Arts
Jacob Fane, Bachelor of Science in Accountancy
Anna Henson, Bachelor of General Studies in General

Emphasis

Dominic Marchetti, Bachelor of Science in Educ in El-
ementary Education: Elementary Mathematics Education

Mason Rhodenbaugh, Bachelor of Science in Finance

Brooke Terranova, Master of Arts in Teaching in Ele-

mentary Education
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INC. 705 Illinois Ave.

815-539-5142
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Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

Mendota, IL 61342

Church, 230 E. 23rd St. Call
the Red Cross at 800-733-
2767 orvisitRedCrossBlood.
org to make an appointment
to donate. Download the
Blood Donor App.

LEE CENTER TWP-
The Lee Center Township
meeting will be held at 7
p-m. on Thursday, Feb. 11, at
the township building, 2202
Shaw Rd., Amboy.

years.
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When bad things happen, make sure you
have an insurance company that’'s committed
to helping you repair, rebuild and grow.
Rockford Mutual is that company. We've
been putting lives back together for over 116

Rockford Mutual Insurance Company
provides insurance coverage for

personal auto, homeowners, business
owners,commercial auto, and farm owners.

For more information and a quote, contact
your local Rockford Mutual agent:

> LeFFeLvanl

Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.

Our Family Protecting Your Family

P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367
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Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

GREEN RIVER
CHIROPRAECTIC

Dl'. COIin Baker’ DoCo -

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

305 E. Joe Dr., Ste.
815.857.2458 Fax: 815.857.2749

www.greenriverchiro.com ¢ info@greenriverchiro.com

CCSP®

110 « Amboy

16 W Wasson
Road, Lot 143
$28,000

MOTIVATED SELLER.....Her
work is your reward! What a great

opportunity to grab a move in

ready double wide mobile home. The unit may have a little age on it,
but so much has been updated - New within the last 2 years....Roof,
flooring, plumbing fixtures, refrigerator, washer, dryer and Carrier
furnace & CA unit. These updates were completed by reputable area
contractors - no do-it-yourself projects. Also included are the newer
window treatments & existing furniture (bed frames, couch, coffee
table etc.) With 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, plus kitchen and dining
room there is plenty of room for a single person, roommates or even a
but you can settle right in to a great
small town and call it home before the snow melts. Call to schedule a
showing before it’s too late.

family. Seller moving out of state --

oodhaven akes
Bonita Willis Any type of property
Designated Managing Broker - any time of year 5
815-849-5476 @ , (815)849-5476 5
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'HERE’S
MY CARD!

| ocal Business Guide

Phone (815) 849-5232
or 1(800) 227-5203

F 815) 849-5516
VAESSEN " €1

BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

GARY DINGES
(815) 857-2110
EVENINGS

Established In 1854
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245 E. Main St. « P.0. Box 162 » Amboy, IL 61310-0162

Tonja Greenfield

General Manager

tgreenfield@amboynews.com

Office: 815-857-2311
Fax: 815-857-2517
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Thomas E. Latta
Aug. 29,1954 - Jan. 19, 2021

AMBOY — Thomas E.
Latta, 66, of Amboy, died
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021 at
his home.

He was born Aug. 29,
1954 in Sterling the son of
Donald and Fredleen (Fer-
guson) Latta.

Tom was a graduate of
the Amboy High School
class of 1973. He worked at
Allied Locke Ind. for 35 years
and was Supervisor of the
Sprocket Department.

He loved to go camping
and fishing in Wisconsin
every summer. He was very
involved with the children in
our community. He helped
run the Amboy Summer
Baseball Program for 15
years. He coached baseball
and umpired games. He
helped with the Amboy Kids
Wrestling Program, coached
kids soccer and also coached
the Amboy High School
Girls Fresh-soph Basketball
team with Ron Bender for
two years.

He loved spending time
with family and friends,
always making you laugh.

Tom married his high
school sweetheart, Rose Ann
Slater, on July 20, 1974 at St.

Flannen Catholic Church in
Harmon and they were bless-
ed with three sons.

He is survived by his
wife, Rose Ann; sons, Jeff
(Annalise) Latta, of Everett,
Wash., Tim (Elizabeth) Lat-
ta, of Amboy, Mark (Lisa)
Latta, of Mill Creek, Wash.;
seven grandchildren, Jordyn,
Ashlie, Kamdyn, Adisyn,
Isaac, Lauren and Owen;
onenephew, Jason Latta, one
niece, Lisa (Tom) Moravec;
his aunt Carolyn Ledford,
of Sterling; sisters in law,
Marnie Slater, and

Christine (Ron) Heide,
both of Sterling, Colleen Slat-
er and Lisa (Kim) Bucking-
ham, both of Rock Falls; and
many other nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

Tom was preceded in
death by his parents and only
brother, Wayne Lattain 1981;
two greatnephews, Justinand
James Larson; his mother in
law and father in law, Russell
and Josephine Slater; three
brothers in law Rick, Mike
and Eddie Slater; one sister
in law Karla Cathey; along

with several aunts, uncles
and cousins.

The family would like to

thank Dr Kurt Crowe, his
nurse Carol and the staff in
their Amboy office along
with Hospice of the Rock
River Valley and their staff
for all of their help guiding
us through this journey.

Due to Covid a private
family service were held
Friday morning atthe Mihm-
Jones Funeral Home in
Amboy with Rev. Richard
Kramer officiating. Crema-
tion rites will follow with
burial of cremains at a later
date at Coloma Twp. Ceme-
tery in Rock Falls.

A memorial has been
established.

Condolences can be sent
online at www.thejonesth.
com.

Kinzinger reflects on dark day at Capitol

BY RUSSELL HODGES

Special to the Amboy
News

WASHINGTON, D.C.
— United States Con-
gressman Adam Kinzinger
heard flash bang grenades
exploding outside his office
in Washington D.C. as large
numbers of insurrectionists
stormed the U.S. Capitol
building on Jan. 6.

The Republican, who is
in his fifth term represent-
ing Illinois’ 16" District,
had a feeling the events that
took place that day could
take an ugly turn. The day
started as expected, with
Kinzinger and his congres-
sional colleagues entering
the House chamber around
1 p.m. for a Joint Session
to certify the results of the
2020 election, which saw
Democratic President-elect
Joe Biden defeat Repub-
lican President Donald
Trump.

When Kinzinger re-
turned to his office, he
began seeing tensions flare
on social media, with some
people on Twitter directing
comments specifically to-
ward him. After speaking
to his wife on the phone,
Kinzinger sensed that ac-
tions outside the Capitol
were turning for the worse.

“I could see a little of

Amboy News Obituary Policy

The Amboy News will print DEATH NOTICES (approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death, time/date of services)
free of charge. OBITUARIES will be printed at a cost of $25 to be billed to the arranging funeral home or prepaid with cash,

check or credit card. Please submit obituaries or death notices to tgreenfield@amboynews.com.

the crowd, but I felt a real
dark and evil sense coming
over the place,” Kinzinger
said. “I’m not one of those
guys who feels that all of
the time, but that’s the best

Start your education, launch your career with
Kish’s Google IT Support program

MALTA — Working with computers
has been a longtime hobby for Noah
Forsberg, but he wanted to turn it into
a career.

“Since I was about 13 (years old),
[’ve been building my own computers,”
he said. “It’s something I have always
wanted to do.”

Forsberg, a Sycamore resident, has
had plenty of self-taught experience,
but he needed an entry point into the
information technology industry —
something that showed professional
credentials. Now, one six-credit hour
program at Kishwaukee College has
him on a path to a job in IT and further
education.

Kishwaukee College’s Google IT
Support Professional Certificate pre-
pares students for an entry-level position
in the fast-growing IT industry. The
six-credit hour program requires no
prerequisites to take. The curriculum
was developed by Google professionals
to better meet their growing employment

demands.

“It was developed by Google so it’s
really good fundamentals,” Forsberg
said. “It’s a great skills overview.”

Students learn about IT support staff,
configuring software and accounts,
networking security, and troubleshoot-
ing. Upon completion, students earn
the Google IT Support Professional
Certificate and Kishwaukee College’s
IT Support Certificate.

“For me, personally, it has really
worked out,” Forsberg said. “Immedi-
ately after this, I’m hoping to find anice
entry-level job. I’ll still be going to Kish,
but also looking for work.”

Students who have recently complet-
edthe certificate are currently working at
businesses in the field while continuing
their education. Kishwaukee College
works closely with area employers to
provide apprenticeships where students
earn while they learn. Through the Illi-
nois Cooperative Work Study Program,
employers have the opportunity to

receive 50% reimbursement of wages
for students working in a field related
to their academic program.

Students can also use the course as
a building block for further education.
Zachary King of DeKalb plans on
applying the class as a launchpad into
an associate degree and possibly more.

“I’m planning to get more into com-
puter programming,” he said. “I wanted
to learn more about these types of things
for more education.”

The program is currently conducted
entirely online, with in-person support
available. Another semester is fast ap-
proaching and seating is limited for the
class, which can launch a student into
the IT workforce.

“For someone looking to just get
started, this is definitely something you
should do,” Forsberg said.

For more information on the Google
IT Certificate at Kish, or additional short-
term training programs available, visit
www.kish.edu/shortterm.

way I could describe it.
When I heard the Capitol
alarm, which I’ve only
heard twice in my 10 years,
and I heard the panic from
the narrator’s voice that we
needed to shelter in place, |
knew things were going to
get pretty bad, so I locked
myselfin my office and told
my staff not to come in.”

Kinzinger, who said
he expressed his concerns
about how events could
transpire on Jan. 6 to House
Minority Leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy, added he typically
carries a weapon on him
everywhere but the Capitol
building. That changed on
Jan. 6, with Kinzinger de-
ciding to bring his weapon
into the Capitol because he
felt he may have needed to
defend himself if tensions
escalated.

“I'have profound sadness
for that day,” Kinzinger
said. “I think we realized
how fragile democracy is.
The vast majority of people
out there had no intention
of doing this, but the whole
narrative of why everybody
was out there was because
of misinformation and the
ideathe election was stolen
in the face of any proof. |
could go along with that
narrative because it’s an
easy political decision, but
I also know the deep ram-
ifications of making that
decision.”

The insurrection at the
Capitol building resulted
in the House of Represen-
tatives impeaching Trump
for the second time in his
presidency, something that
hasn’t happened to any
other president in Ameri-
can history. It was also the
most bipartisan impeach-
ment in history, with 10
Republicans, including
Kinzinger, who represents
over 700,000 Illinoisans
in the 16th Congressional
District, voting to impeach
Trump this past week for
inciting insurrection.

“I'voted for the president
during the election, but as
we got past the election, I
saw the massive increase in
misinformation,” Kinzing-
er said. “I predicted multi-
ple times that there’d be vi-
olence on Jan. 6. When Jan.
6 happened, I matched the
president’s words during his
speech and the president’s
accusations of a stolen elec-
tion and I couldn’t come to
any conclusion other than
what happened at the Cap-
itol was an insurrection

and the president played a
significant role.”

Kinzinger noted that the
No. 2, No. 3 and No. 4 per-
sons in the presidential line
of succession (Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence, Speaker
of the House Nancy Pelosi
and Senate President Pro
Tempore Chuck Grassley)
were under attack as aresult
of the Jan. 6 insurrection.
Kinzinger also noted how
Trump’s action on Twitter
and his refusal to mobilize
the military on Jan. 6 played
arole in his vote to impeach
the president, who was ul-
timately impeached with a
232-197 vote.

“I know it’s not an easy
political decision, but on
things like this, I’ve made
it clear to myself and the
people I represent that my
ultimate oath is to the peo-
ple of the district and the
Constitution,” Kinzinger
emphasized. “The first
impact of what happened
on Jan. 6 to me was the
recognition of how fragile
our democracy is. Our
democracy survived that
day, but we saw how close
it came to not. The sec-
ond impact was knowing
this would be one of the
things our history books
write about [Trump]. From
second-hand accounts, the
president knows that and
he’s sad about that.”

With the House voting to
impeach Trump the Senate
will begin a trial to debate
and decide whether or not
Trump should be convicted.
Two-thirds of the Senate
must vote in favor in order
to convict Trump, who was
acquitted after his first im-
peachment. Kinzinger said
he hopes to see a fair trial
that fully analyzes what
happened during the Jan.
6 events.

“I’d like to see our
senators make decisions
based on merits and not on
politics,” Kinzinger said.
“I actually think there’s a
decent chance enough sen-
ators will vote to convict,
which would prevent him
from running again. I think
it’s an important step, and
I don’t know if that’s what
will happen, but over time,
think it would be seen as the
right thing to do and I think
the longer time passes until
the Senate trial starts, it’s
probably more likely there
will be enough senators.”

See KINZINGER page A5

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow
32 N Jones, Amboy

815-857-2315 * www.stpatrickamboy.org

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Masses: Tuesday — Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm ¢ Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

™ . mu n DIRE

Loeal.Houses of
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First Congregational United Church of

Christ of Lee Center
Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org
Phone 815-732-7032
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow
912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670
New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow
213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670
New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn
East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745
Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

The Following
Community
Businesses

Sponsor Area
Church News:

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321
449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661
1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service
Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m.
First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.
“Fun & Fellowship Game Night
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

CTORY

Worshir

First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com

Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.

Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday
Reformers Unanimous addictions program
from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447
Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek
West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

Mendota Hills Campground ° 642 Rt. 52

Harmon United Methodist Church

Rev. Randy Fronek
Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412
Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.
Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Amboy, IL 61310 * 815-849-5930
10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Pastor Leanne Keate
202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302
Worship - 8:30 a.m.

Sensient Flavors, LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank
in Amboy
Member ED.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral

Vaessen Brothers

Home
815-857-2611

KSB Medical Center
815-857-3044

The Amboy News

Chevrolet
815-849-5232

815-857-2311
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From The Heart online auction begins

ROCHELLE —The Rochelle Rotary Club’s annual From
the Heart online auction has begun.

Those organizing the From The Heart annual gala are
broken hearted over not being able to hold our in person Gala
in 2021, but our charities still need us.

That’s why From The Heart is asking that you give from
your heart this year. The gala, which is normally held on first
Saturday of February at the Flight Deck Bar and Grille in
Rochelle, raises more than $46,000 for seven local non-profit
groups that provide valuable family services in and around
the Rochelle region.

This year, the From The Heart Committee has decided to
hosta Virtual Eventin 2021 on the From The Heart Facebook
page and an online auction at https://bearrows.hibid.com.

The online auction features items that would normal-
ly have appeared on our silent auction tables during the
in-person gala. There is something for everyone on the
online auction.

On the auction block are 26 centerpieces created by
Rochelle florists Colonial Flowers and Cypress House. The
person who is the highest bidder and wins each centerpiece
will also be entered into a separate drawing for the Cen-
terpiece Necklace which is a 4 Kt White Gold Diamond
Fashion Necklace .95ct., exclusively designed by Busch
Jewelers in Rockford, and valued at $3,000. The drawing
for the Centerpiece Necklace will take place during our
Virtual Event at 7 p.m., on Saturday, Feb. 6 on the From
The Heart Facebook page.

Another item on the auction block features an incredible
opportunity for the serious Elvis collector. You can have the
change to own 10 black and white photographs, enlarged
from the original negatives from the front row of Elvis in
concert in LaCrosse, Wis., on May 14, 1956. This is part
of a limited 1000 numbered and signed editions. These
are unique, highly desirable, museum quality heirloom
portfolio. Photographer Vinje Dahl was just 15 years old

KINZINGER continued from page A4

Now that the Biden
administration has begun,
Kinzinger said he hopes to
see congressional leaders

I can and when I have to
oppose the administration,
I’ll do so in a professional

and in the audience during the concert. The negatives of the
photographs ended up in a box of high school memorabilia,
and were rediscovered back in the late 1990s. The collection
was retailed at $2,500.

For the sports fans, the auction will feature a Chicago
Bears framed photo montage of Dick Butkus and Gale Sayers,
autographed by both players.

Also up for bids is a framed photo montage of former
Chicago Cub Ryne Sandberg, featuring his autograph.

The auction will also feature two pieces of jewelry from
Busch Jewelers in Rockford. The first is a Ladies 10kt White
Gold Dancing Shimmering Diamond Pendant .90ctw, retailed
at $2,400. The second is a Ladies 10 kt Yellow Gold Diamond
Fashion Heart Pendant .95ctw, retailed at $1,500.

Another item up for auction is free ice cream throughout
2021 from Grandma Rosie’s Woodfire and Ice.

There will be a Mac Sport Utility Wagon filled with white
wine, and a Mac Sport Utility Wagon filled with red wine
on the auction.

Also featured on the auction will be a Yeti Tundra 65
Cooler filled with craft beer.

This is just a taste of the auction items up for grabs. Visit
https://bearrows.hibid.com to see the full list of items available.

From The Heart is still accepting tickets for its Virtual
Event. For $100 per ticket, you will have an entry into a
drawing to win one of five Virtual Event Prizes: 1/2 Hog
and Processing; 1/4 Beef and Processing; LG UHD 75 Inch
TV; Apple Watch Series 6; and a KitchenAid 5 Quart Bowl
Lift Stand Mixer. Plus you will receive a $25 voucher for
the Flight Deck. Additional chances to win one of the five
prizes are available for $20 each, once the initial $100 ticket
is purchased.

Please mail your Virtual Ticket payment to From The Heart,
PO Box 202, Rochelle, IL 61068. For more information, call
Dave at 815-562-2220. Online ticket may be purchased at
http://fromtheheartrochelle.org.

and upright manner. ’'mnot
going to adapt to the politics
of personal destruction,

conspiracies and stoking
division.”

on both sides return to a
more normal sense of di-
plomacy.

“Iwantto see an attempt
to calm down rhetoric and
get back to professional
disagreements,” Kinzinger
said. “I’ll disagree with the
Biden administration on a
lot of things, butI’lldo soin
away I think is reflective of
the great past of how we do

Latta named
December
Student of the
Month

AMBOY — Caden Latta, from Amboy

politics and not necessarily
the present. Hopefully there
are areas where we can
work together. One area

High School, was recently named Novem-
ber Student of the Month for outstanding
effortand performance in Digital Media Arts
at Whiteside Area Career Center in Sterling.

ST

The Book Nook

Tatjana Kazan

The Love of Our Neighbor
The title of Sigrid Nunez’s novel “What Are You

Going Through” comes from French philosopher

Simone Weil: “The love of our neighbor in all its
fullness simply means being able to say, ‘What are you going
through?’” The unnamed narrator is a writer in late middle
age with a sharp wit who tells stories that are full of sadness
yet never grim.

She introduces us to a friend she has known since college,
the kind of beautiful, brilliant woman who commands the
room. She calls her “an intellectual vamp.” Despite the odds,
her friend has recovered from cancer. “I don’t have to leave
the party justyet.” She jokes about her disagreeable daughter
that there are “enough bones of contention” between them
“to make a whole skeleton.”

Several stories follow, including that of a charming res-
cue cat who relates being lost and found. Another story is
of'a woman the narrator occasionally chats with at the gym,
who despite diligent effort shows no improvement. It is the
plight of the aging, once beautiful woman no one recognizes
anymore. She has become “an ordinary, undesirable person
with a common, forgettable face.”

In another story, an elderly neighbor woman lives in fear
of being cheated by robocallers, yet can’t resist picking
up the phone. The narrator visits her as a kindness to the
woman’s son, but hates listening to her rants: “Was it really
possible that Americans would elect to the highest office in
the land, to the most powerful position on earth, a person so
manifestly unfit, so brazenly immoral and corrupt, a person
who lied with every breath and was a complete incompetent
to boot?”” She is talking about Hillary Clinton. She does not
appreciate it when the narrator remarks that Sean Hannity
looks like Lou Costello.

The heart of this elegant, wise novel is the college friend’s
revelation that she is dying of cancer. “I will not go out in
mortifying anguish,” she insists and complains that “the only
way people seem able to deal with this disease is to make
it a hero narrative. Survivors are heroes. Some of the worst
comes from the cancer support community — think of your
cancer as a gift, an opportunity for spiritual growth, think of
cancer as a step in the journey to becoming your best self.”
She asks the narrator to help her die. “A whole other feeling
floods me when she reveals that she is in possession of a
euthanasia drug.” The narrator agrees to go away with her
and stay until she is ready to take the euthanasia pills that
will end her life. At a New England Airbnb their superficial
friendship turns into genuine love. “Our need for speech
kept diminishing.”

would be actually getting
an infrastructure bill done.
I’m willing to work with
the administration when

Recycle! Recycle! Recycle!

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY
COMMUNITY
CENTER

Available For
Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. - Amboy, IL 61310

(815) 440-5784 - (815) 857-2324
Julie DeArmitt - Manager

Caden is the son of Brad and Sue Latta.
He is a senior at Amboy High School.

815-849-5476

Caden Latta

AVON

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

Betty Meznarich

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2

Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750

mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

FINANCIAL ~ Fuweaatmows [ INsuRANE

Milﬂn—]ones
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones

303 E. Main Street ¢ Amboy

815-857-2611

www.thejonesth.com

Baylor Insurance
Agency

Insurance Service for the Home,
Farm & Business
Phone: 857-2716 or 453-7468
Jack S. Baylor, Agent
Ashton, IL 61006 @ P.O. Box 3
lee Center, IL 61331

Email news items to
tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

STIHL

HHusqgvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com
SALES & - stihl Outdoor Power Equipment

SERVICE *Husqvarna Mowers

¢ Dixon ZTR Parts

Concrete
Driveways
Walkways

Floors
Patios
Resealing
Free Estimates!

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Trying to communicate in an approachable manner

academic or elitist language when sharing
ideas, but what stands out is how he told
them to do it.

According to the New York Times, here is
what he had to say: “Pick up your phone, call
your mother, read her what you just told me. If
she understands, we can keep talking.”

It’s surprising advice coming from a man
married to a woman with a doctorate, who is
also a mom. Mothers can speak in elitist or
academic language just as much as anyone else.

Without really trying, Biden is engaging in
sexist behavior.

Now, I'll be the first to admit that in the pan-
theon of chauvinist sins, Biden’s advice pales
in comparison to some of the daily utterances
of his predecessor.

But such advice diminishes presidential

Joe Biden has advised his aides to avoid

discourse. The language is being dumbed down so that it no

longer uplifts, but condescends.

Imagine if Abraham Lincoln took this approach with the

Gettysburg Address.

“Four score and seven,” would become “87 years.” I guess
they mean the same thing but the poetry and majesty of the

words have been stripped away.

Biden’s “Read it to your mother,” advice has been issued
by journalism professors and editors to young reporters for

Guest Column

One editor I worked with switched it around
and would say, “Is this something you would

By Scott Reeder

say to your dad?”
Decades ago, that editor didn’t like my use
of the word “linchpin” in one of my stories.

I’d quoted someone saying a particular clause
was the “linchpin” of the U.S. Constitution.

She said, “You wouldn’t say a sentence
with “linchpin” in it to your dad would you?”

My response, “Well, yeah, I would.”

With a flick of the wrist she replied, “Well,
your dad is really well educated. Come up with
a different word.”

My Dad was a farmer. We used linchpins
every day to hook wagons and other farm im-
plements to tractors. It was part of my agrarian
lexicon. (Farm vocabulary.)

But I figured I’d dug a deep enough hole
for myself that day and didn’t need to add that

to my argument.

This desire to write like the common Joe or Jane is rooted

in a desire of politicians and news outlets to be approachable
and down-to-earth.

But like anything, it can be taken to an extreme.
Instead of using a word like “infrastructure,” I’ve advised

young reporters to use words like “roads,” “bridges” or “sew-
ers.” The only COLA allowed in the newsrooms where I've
worked came out of the pop machines. We used phrases like

generations. The idea is to get people to write the way ordi-

nary people talk.

adjustment.”

G

“pay raise” or “fatter paycheck” rather than “cost of living

;g% = HEVEERS Son Zoz(
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On This Day in History

100 Years Ago
Jan. 28, 1921

Mr. J.A. Ditschof Mendota has leased
the bowling alleys under the store of the
Colson Clothing Co., and opened them
up last night.

That there will be a special city
election called for the very near future
to vote bonds for the purchase of an up-
to-date fire truck seems to be assured.
The matter will definitely be settled at
the regular meeting of the council next
Tuesday night.

Miss Wilhelmina Machen is now
employed as clerk in the Snow White
Bakery.

Miss Merle Wasson, T.N., came
down from Freeport Monday and spent
the day with her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
A.P. Wasson.

75 Years Ago
Jan. 24, 1946

Mrs. Beatrice Lingner of Davenport,
lowa, is visiting at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Matt Deitelhoff.

J.R. Tait and son Joe of Aurora spent
Saturday here with the former’s mother,
Mrs. Mary Tait.

(CANTWAT |
GET TUE VACCINE
SO TUINGS

Rev. and Mrs. Adam Baum and two
children of Berwyn were guests Monday
at the home of Miss Pearl Dishong.

Mrs. Marshall Stoner of Shannon is
visiting here with her daughter, Mrs.
Sheldon Zeigler.

50 Years Ago
Jan. 28, 1971

Two representatives of the Peace
Corps will come to Amboy High School
for an assembly Wednesday afternoon,
Feb. 3, to accept a $1,000 check from
the student body. The money was raised
during the calendar year of 1970 by the
entire student body.

Dances, food sales and other projects
were used in the fund raising.

Acting Postmaster D.J. Keho an-
nounced that public finance windows
at the Amboy Post Office will be closed
on Saturdays, starting Feb. 13, 1971.
Manned windows providing stamps,
money orders, registry, parcel post,
information and other services will be
closed.

The AHS varsity wrestlers added an-
other star to their crown as they swept to
asound victory in the Polo Quadrangular
Wrestling match Saturday.

25 Years Ago
Jan. 15, 1996

The Illinois Student Assistance Com-
mission (ISAC) recently announced
the 1996-97 Illinois State Scholars. Of
this year’s scholars, five are students at
Amboy High School. They are Jeffrey
Cassidy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Cas-
sidy; Kelly Malach, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Gregory Malach; Gregory Mini,
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Mini; Kari
Politsch, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gary
Politsch; and Lindsay Shaw, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Les Shaw.

Playing Sterling Newman is always
important. Playing Sterling Newman
for the Three River Conference race
is also big. The Amboy Clippers went
to Sterling minus their starting center,
Andy Bell, and Doug Hicks, their first
forward off the bench. Bell was out
with a pulled muscle, and Hicks had
oral surgery earlier this week. Besides
that, Gordon Porter and Matt Henkel
were not at full strength due to sickness.
Newman scored on a broken play with
3.4 seconds left and came away with a
63-61 victory.
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I hate letting jargon infiltrate (seep in) my news stories.

Backwhen Iwas arookie reporter in Galveston, Texas, and
I was writing a story about corporal punishment (spanking)
in schools, the school superintendent (Big Cheese) said the
word “paddle” was too harsh a word for the device used to
whack kids’ backsides.

So, I rechristened it “an instrument of flagellation.” My
editor glowered (gave me a bad look) and changed it back
to “paddle.”

She made a point of informing me that reporters shouldn’t
let know-it-all sources dictate what words we use.

There was another time when I was an intern at the
Galesburg Register-Mail that I really took this advice to
heart. I wanted to rewrite obituaries and change “cremate”
to “incinerate.”

The editor said in this instance funeral-home jargon was
just fine, thank you very much.

I roll my eyes when folks talk about the “media elite”
or the “political elite.” I’ve spent most of my professional
career around politicians and journalists. I know how they
write. I know how they talk.

Both groups have a host (a whole bunch) of faults. But
more than any other group they try to communicate in an
approachable manner.

It’s difficult to fault them for their efforts.

But it’s quite natural to wish life were as simple as the
language they use.

Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and a
freelance reporter. He can be reached by email at ScottReed-
erl965@gmail.com.
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Mary Mays
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SOMETHING TO SAY?

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

Allletters must bearthe handwritten signature of the writer
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published.

Any comments of publicofficials should belimited toissues
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as
personal attacks will notbe published. Lettersinvolving private
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162,
Amboy,IL61310,oremailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper,
its management and or ownership.

ADVERTISING PoLicy

The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in
copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof.
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time
for correction before the second insertion.

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
1 year manual pay $39.50

auto pay $37.50

10 weeks manual pay  $10.50
auto pay $9.50

Non-local

1 year manual pay  $45.00
autopay  $32.00

10 weeks manual pay  $11.75

auto pay  $11.00

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-noon and 1 p.m. -5 p.m.,
Monday, Tuesday
9 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday,
Sunday and major holidays.

Phone 815-857-2311
Fax 815-857-2517
Website www.amboynews.com
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Posting Date January 25, 2021

ing Crossword
ACROSS EE 9 [0 1
1 Atlas page
4 Actof faith? |12
8 TV's "Warrior =
Princess"
12 Oklahoma city
13 Operatic solo
14 Sick as —
15 Newscast 7
opener
17 Cathedral 29
area
18 Vittles 92
19 Half of a '60s 35
oo I
20 Sad song 37 |38
22 Begged
24 Early Peruvian 4
25 Taylor Swift's [75
genre, say
29 R-Vlink 49 51
30 Beetle
Bailey's boss baseball 7 Salary 28 Mozart's "—
31 As well 48 Old Olds 8 Idyllic place fan tutte"
32 Bargain for 49 Auctioneer's 9 Dutch cheese 30 Whirl
leniency cry 10 Bright star 33 Stunned
34 Felines 50 Citi Field team 11 Mellows 34 Sagan or
35 Fail to see 51 Society new- 16 Long tale Sandburg
36 lIsland porch bie 19 Viral Web 36 Waikiki wing-
37 Neptune's phenomenon dings
realm DOWN 20 Platter 37 Probability
40 Ride the 1 Yoga pad 21 Division word 38 Pisa farewell
waves 2 Hubbub 22 Sweat outlets 39 British noble
41 Actress 3 Drink-to-go 23 Women's 40 Espy
Cameron holder links org. 42 Deli meat
42 Cowboy 4 Coffeebar 25 Buddies 43 Flamenco
Cassidy offering 26 Silicon Valley cheer
46 Challenge 5 Cupid's alias school 44 Born abroad?
47 Matty of 6 Tire filler 27 Teeny bit 45 Gailor

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia

by Linda Thistle t€5t by Fifi ’

6|7 3 Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: The United States
shares a land border with how many
7 6l9 countries?

2. HISTORY: When did the Great Fire
9 7 6 of London take place?
3. MEASUREMENTS: What does a
7 2 9 sphygmomanometer measure?
4. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of
4 3|8 food has varieties called castelvetrano,
3151 7 manzanilla and nyon?
5. TELEVISION: What was the name
1 4 5 of the Coneheads’ home planet (“Satur-
day Night Live™)?
9 7 6 6. MOVIES: How many versions of “A
Star Is Born” have been made?
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 7. LITERATURE: The title of William
that each row across, each column down and Faulkner’s novel “The Sound and the

each small 9-box square contains all of the Fury” is taken from which of Shake-
numbers from one to nine. y s
speare’s plays?

c 8. SCIENCE: What does the acronym
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ DNA stand for?

i 9. MUSIC: What is a diggeridoo?
¢ M(’dfriti r:og ggﬂl,eng'"g 10. CURRENCY: Whose likeness is

depicted on the U.S. $50 bill?
© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag! Sua'lawvujs lls|glel6|l9lL b2
Heave I:I €C|16|L|S |V 28|91
CRUHL I - ~ ole|v|s|z|1]6]c]¢
¢ [
Shake |:| D Cl’yptOQlﬂp v{L|e[o|s[e[z|L]s
; MORTER This i impl bstituti ipher in which h lett d stand: Z £ 9 L 8 6 V s 9
§ . foranother,plfyou th\nkthat;equals O, it will equal O throughout g|C|G|V|C|L|9|}|6
5 Hitch I:l the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.
H RECUSE T, S Clue: H equals D Jomsuy
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Classified

FREE! ===

Sell your household items for free.

Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY  SUBLETTE «- WEST BROOKLYN « LEE CENTER * PAW PAW « LAMOILLE
101 201 307 511 INFORMATION
LEGAL NOTICE DOMESTIC/CHILD MISCELLANEOUS APARTMENTS FOR STORAGE UNITS
CARE FOR SALE Office Hours:

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a

FOR SALE: Steel Wood
Burning Stove with

182-BEDROOM Apts. \Amboy & Sublette

Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m. - noon, 1 p.m.- 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - noon
Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday

g Pives. 25 1° x 08" "
advertising.  Readers childcare faciity, may ipes. 25 %" x 287, Clean, Quiet. Available 10x20 |n3|d§ Phone:
are  cautioned to o b blished $200 Call 815-539- storage & outside 815-857-2311
thoroughly investigate Causeé 10 be published  gg45 (01-27-21) Some Utilities torage
e ghly Ir | thg any advertisement noluded. Call storage for Fax:
all ads, especially those  soliciting a child care ncludea. a or  { semi-trucks/trailers 815-857-2517
: : . ) BUNDLED N ’
asking for money in service. A childcare oo per Bunz\llés.p?g)r?o: Showing 815-762-6650 { boats, campers, etc Email:
advance. facily that is licensed - pol.” Cost Depends or 815-761-3968. (02- Call mmays@amboynews.com
| Orerrgﬁerizslzgd Urtl) el'th: on Weight of Roll 815-857-2252 Address:
ﬁlinois De v Available Mon-Fri 8AM- 08172016 245 E. Main Street, Amboy
partment of q
105 Children and Family NOON ONLY.  SEE Mail:
BUSINESS - 1Y RECEPTIONIST AT P.0. Box 162
Services may publish FRONT COUNTER .0. Box 162,
OPPORTUNITIES advertisements of the Amboy, IL61310

“This publication does

services for which it is
specifically licensed or

Rochelle News-Leader.

HELP WANTED

t K ingl t issued a permit. Your .
oL JoouT o oo, Nowoapr 405 DEADLINES:
g P strongly urges any HOUSES FOR SALE Mondays at 10 a.m
advertising.  Readers . o.ont” or quardian t (Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)
are  cautioned to pa? ho g|§ af ho Be Your Own Boss!
verify the validity of the ALL REAL ESTATE .
thoroughly investigate license of any facility agvertised herein s Al classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print publications and on

all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

before placing a child in
it’s care.

subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any

Do you have clientele but
don’t have anywhere to

5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
® Rochelle News-Leader ® Ogle County Life ® Rochelle Shopping News ¢ Ashton
Gazette ® Amboy News ® Mendota Reporter ® Mendota Money Saver

. 203 preference, limitation perf orm your services 9 Call for Ericing.that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and $44.60 for
113 HELP WANTED or discrimination based Downtown Amboy salon has commercial business ads and $7.50 for garage sale ads.

on race, color, religion,
FINANCIAL

NEWSPAPER

sex, handicap, familial

chair rental/space available for

DISCLAIMER:

NOTICE Advance Fee CRAREHIEIRS Wantedi ztri:lijns’ (;)rr i;f;ﬁ%?: hair stylist, nail technician or If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not be
Loans or Credit Offers %Oc:ﬁe: S)pen c:ﬁ\éirg. o make any such barber. Make your own hours. resp(;nybh for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one
i : imitati . insertion.
Companies that do 5615115  For More Préferences nnwanom Space available Monday-
business by phone |ntormation or dlscrlmlnatlon. e wi
can't ask you to pay for ' ngt kr:tc.)v.vmgily acc¢|apt f":y Saturday. 601
) : advertising for real estate .
credit before you get . which is in violation of Call Kirsten at VEHICLES FOR SALE
For more information, 301 the law. All persons are
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-  ANTIQUES hereby informed that all 815-994-6323.

HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade

Commission. Local Advertising, Oak

Icebox, Iron Door Stop , )
, and Antique Lighting...

815-562-2928 or email
ANNOUNCEMENTS dickharms@hotmail.

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &

com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture,  glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique,
I’'minterested in looking!

dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

01182021

2019 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier

GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, Sunroof, Heated/

ZZI\(,ZECET? money in gﬁ é: |a T:i;ﬁki%ﬁsg H ave vo u moved ? Cooled Seats, 38K Miles, Pearl White

. ] $36,900

SlE%{7 CES AND 307 Are vou plannlng a * 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
VI MISCELLANEOUS Gmired Worranty.

REPAIRS FOR SALE S e o

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House

BEDROOM  Set of
Chest of Drawers and

move?

and Reconditioning Process
e 3-Day/150-Mile Customer

® 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard N h
Satisfaction Guarantee

CPO Maintenance Plan
® 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-

Going someplace
Round. Please Call Excellent  Condition. . ;
815-784-4256 For $200 Call 815-857- 2020 Buick Enclave Avenir 2018 Chevy Traverse AWD

Availability or Visit us
on Facebook.

2149 McCracken (01-
31-21)

Not sure
why business
S slow?

S not just

warm for the winter?

Don’t forget to call
the Amboy News
and let us know your
new mailing address.

Unless you call us your

subscription will not
follow you to your new/
temporary address.

AWD, Loaded, GM Exec Premier, 54K Miles
$45,900 Sllver

2019 Chevy K-2500 Crew 2018 Chev Equinox FWD LT
Cab, LTZ, Black, 4x4, Z-71,  Sunroof, 62K Miles
Midnight Ed, Diesel .$56,900 Black... ..$17,500

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 2018 Chevy Malibu LT
LTZ, 4x4, 26K Miles 45K Miles, Tan

2017 Chevy K-1500 Crew
Cab, LTZ, 4x4, Silver, 57k

$44,900

2019 Chevy 1500 Trail Boss
Crew Cab, 4x4,

2017 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab
2019 Chevy Traverse Premier LT 4X4, Red 32K Miles

AU, SISl 2017 Chevy Cruze LT
Pearl White $36,900 Remote Start, Power Seat,
2019 Chevy Traverse 3LT

Leather, AWD, Gray.$31,900

2019 Buick Encore Preferred
FWD, 10k mi, White.$17,500

QUALITY USED CARS,
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2018 Chevy Traverse 3LT, AWD
Leather, Gray $26,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab
4x4, LT, Maroon $30,900

2015 Chevy K-1500, Crew
Cab LTZ 4x4 Tungsten,
24,000 Miles $34,900

2015Chevy 1500 Dbl. Cab LT

4x4, 51K Miles, Brown .$27,900

2014 Chevy 1500 Dbl. Cab
LTZ, 4x4, 75K Miles

Gall Mary at
815-857-2311

Established In 1854

Che Ambny News
235 E. Main Street

Amboy IL 61310
815-857-2311 .......

2017 GMC Acadia Denali
AWD, Maroon

a saying
IN buSINESS.

2016 Chevy Malibu LT

Leather, 98K mi., 2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab

$13.500 Z71, 4x4, Black $23,500

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC.

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

Advertise today
and let your

(815) 849-5232

1-800-227-5203
“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates
applied. Subject to credit approval.

Ally Financing and
GMF Financing or Leasing

business be in sight
and in the minds of
your customers.
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Clipper Highlights: ;

am so excited for
Ithis week’s Clipper
highlight. Not only is
he a great family friend and
fellow Clipper, but also a
fellow Aurora Spartan. I am
so honored to announce this
week’s Clipper Highlight,
#64, Joe Nauman.

Joe was a 1984 graduate
of Amboy High School and
a two year, two-way, Varsity
starter at Offensive Guard
and Linebacker.

All of these highlights
and interviews have been
incredibly special to me.
The stories, the memories,
the great character all of
these highlights have means
so much to me as a former
Clipper and lifelong Clipper
fan. My conversation with
Joe is one of those moments
in life I will never forget.
Amboy Clipper football was
the focal point, but the depth
goes far beyond our history
between the hash marks. Joe
has all the intangibles that
all past highlights possess:
speed, athleticism, tough-
ness, football intelligence,
and an incredible work ethic.
What sets Joe apart from
most of us, making him part
of an elite Clipper group, is
his ferocious intensity for
the game, his devout love
for the Amboy community,
and above all his pride, to not
only be a Clipper, but pride
in where he is from...Amboy.
Whenever Joeis asked where
helives, hetells people where
he currently resides but
always follows with, “but I
am from Amboy.” Joe is the
definition of never forgetting
where you come from.

Joe and his 1984 class-
mates grew up at the dawn
of Amboy Clipper football
greatness. His 8th grade and
Freshman years were spent
watching the great State
Runner-Up teams. With
wide eyes and dreams of
gridiron glory, Joe watched
and learned from all the
greats on both those Clipper
teams. After two seasons
(Joe’s Sophomore and Junior
seasons) of not making the
playoffs, Joe and the classes
of 1984 and 1985 were ready
to reset the ship’s course.

“That offseason before
senior year we all worked

so hard, on and off the field,”
Joe stated.

Joe’s senior season began
with two hard fought vic-
tories over non-conference
foes, Spring Valley Hall
and Mendota. Improving
and lengthening the margin
of victory in the next seven
games of the regular season,
resulted in another Clipper
9-0 campaign. There was one
known fact about the 1983,
2A, THSA State Playoffs
and that was, all roads led
through either Amboy or
Ottawa Marquette. Due to
an unfortunate draw, based
on geographic location, #2
ranked Amboy would host
#1 ranked Ottawa Mar-
quette in the first round on a
Wednesday night. For those
that played or were there to
watch that game know the
1983 State Championship
was played on that misty, 64
degree night in Amboy. The
Clippers lost in heartbreak
and agonizing defeat.

“I’ll never forget that
feeling and my brother Tom
lifting me off the field, tell-
ing me it will all be ok,” Joe
shared.

Joe also stated, “I re-
member in the High School
cafeteria after that game, it
seemed like the whole com-
munity was there to console
us and thank us even though
we came up short.”

What still sticks with Joe,
alikeall of us exceptthe 1984
State Champions, is the dis-
appointment in letting down
our fellow teammates and
community by not bringing
the State trophy home. What
Joe made me realize, is what
lifted us all up after that feel-
ing of disappointment, is the
unwavering support of our
Amboy community.

Joe concluded, “It is the
closest thing to Texas High
School football you’ll ever
experience. Fouror five rows
deep around a dirt track, in
all weather elements, sup-
porting every Clipper team.”

Joe earned 1st Team All
Conference and All Area
honors at both Offensive
Guard and Linebacker at the
end of the 1983 season. Joe
continued his football career
atRock Valley College where
he was a Team Captain and

We feature the
people who are
your friends,
your family and
your neighbors.

Comprehensive
local news coverage
you won't find
anywhere else.

Clipper
Highlights

By Spencer
Morrissey

All Conference Linebacker.
Joe went on to Aurora Uni-
versity where he earned de-
fensive MVP honors and led
theteamintacklesinthe 1987
and 1988 seasons. Joe was
also an Honorable Mention
All-American at Aurora. Joe
was inducted into the Aurora
University Hall of Fame in
1998. As a 2013 graduate of
Aurora University, stories of
Joe’s Spartan glory were still
shared amongst my Spartan
teams. His collegiate career
concluded with a pro day
tryout with the Pittsburgh
Steelers.

Throughout Joe’s in-
credible football journey,
he never lost sight of where
he came from. It pained Joe
to have to put on a different
coloruniform, buthe always
kept his home in his heart.
Joe would wear a red and
black bandanna on his ankle
for each game as a Spartan
to show he never lost sight
of his Clipper teammates,
coaches, and community.

Joe’s friend and former
teammate, Robert Morrissey,
shared the following of Joe.

“Joe was always intense
when he was on the football
field. It was his playground
and if you were unfortunate
to be on the opposite side of
the line, I think he considered
those others as his toy,”
Morrissey said. “He was
always a huge leader on the
team. From freshman season
through senior and like any
great Amboy Clipper leader
he always had your back. If
you were on your back from
a tackle, he was usually one
of first to help you up. If he
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thought youreceivedacheap
shot, he never hesitated, and
well 1 think he may have
received some hefty flags
in coming to your defense.
Playing both ways especially
as Guard on offense he still
never tired out and was so
athletic, being strong and
very quick itwas alwaysnice
to run halfback dives behind
him because no matter the
size of the guy across him
he always out-manned him
and blew ahole up sobigyou
could have walked through,
whistling Dixie untouched.
He was fun to grow up
with. I can remember Joe
from Kindergarten in Mrs
Mool’s class at the old St
Anne’s school. That’s when
we started a long friendship.
There was a story he actu-
ally just texted me about a
couple weekends ago and
asked me a question about
a time [ stayed over at his
place one weekend and of
course that time was just
like it happened yesterday.
Some great memories come
flashing back. Joe wore his
Amboy Football heart on
his sleeve and when we
lost that first round playoff
game vs Ottawa Marquette
that Wednesday night it was
devastating for all of us but
maybe more so for Joe. He
had a stellar Amboy career
playing both ways all four
yearsIbelieve. We had ahell
ofateam our senior year and
had very high hopes for our
dream of a State Champion-
ship thatstarted our 8th grade
year watching the 79 football
season team go to state. With
the Juniors having the squad
they had, I truly believe it
was one of the finest. But
Joe I think took that loss
and learned and grew from
it and I know he had a great
career at Aurora and then in
coaching as well as his pro-
fessional career. So, congrats
to Joe, this highlight of him
is well deserved.”

Joe has been a son of

164 Joe Nauman

the great game of football
since his Freshman year of
High School. Joe was a de-
fensive line coach at Aurora
University for six seasons.
What’s most impressive is
that Joe has been a volun-
teer defensive line coach at
Yorkville High School for
the past 17 seasons. “Some
of my favorite Friday nights
as a coach were the great
conversations, I got to have
with my brother Dennis
after coaching each of our
high school teams. My best
ideas, best education, and
best learning opportunities
came from those 11:30 p.m.
conversations,” Joe shared.

Knowing both Joe and
Dennis’love and knowledge
of football, I would have
given anything to hear just
one of those conversations.

To Joe, Amboy Clipper
Football is what you do,
its who you are, and it’s
principles prepare you for
a life of success. Being a
Clipper is about acting on
allyou’velearned fromthose
before you, never settling for
anything short of success,
and wanting that success to
be continued and adopted by

#64 Joe Nauman

upcoming generations, both
on and off the field.

So, to my good friend,
fellow Spartan and Clipper,
“Bonecrusher,” #64 Joe
Nauman, thank you for your
contributions to Amboy
Football.

Thank you for being
among the very best to wear
the Clipper Red. Your level
of intensity, love for your
teammates, and tremendous
pride in your hometown
are unmatched. It’s been an
honor to have worn the same
Clipper and Spartan uniform
as you. Sail on!

Spencer Morrissey, is a
former resident of Amboy
and 2009 graduate of Am-
boy High School. In April
2020, he created a private
Facebook group specifi-
cally for Amboy Clipper
Football Alumni. To have
played Amboy football for
any period of time, 1 year
or all 4 years, is the only
membership requirement.
The group features photos,
stories, and memories of past
Clippers and Clipper teams.
The best feature of the group
isevery Friday, he highlights
a former player.

20271"FROM THE HEART
VIRTUAL EVENT

7 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021

on our From The Heart Facebook Page
PLUS Online Auction at www.Bearows.Hibid.Com -
Auction ends on Thursday, Feb. 4, 2021

Featured Auction items include:

e 26 Centerpieces created by Rochelle florists Colonial Flowers and Cypress House. Winner
of each centerpiece auction will be entered into a separate drawing for the Centerpiece
Necklace which is a 4 Kt White Gold Diamond Fashion Necklace .95ct., exclusively
designed by Busch Jewelers in Rockford, and valued at $3,000. The drawing for the

Centerpiece Necklace will take place during our Virtual Event.

e Elvis limited edition numbered collector photographs from concert in LaCrosse, Wis., on

May 14, 1956

e Chicago Bears framed photo montage of Dick Butkus and Gale Sayers, autographed by

both players

* Framed photo montage of former Chicago Cub Ryne Sandberg, featuring his autograph
e Ladies 10kt White Gold Dancing Shimmering Diamond Pendant .90ctw, retailed at $2,400
e | adies 10 kt Yellow Gold Diamond Fashion Heart Pendant .95ctw, retailed at $1,500

* Mac Sport Utility Wagon filled with white wine
® Mac Sport Utility Wagon filled with red wine

e Yeti Tundra 65 Cooler filled with craft beer

This is just a taste of the auction items up for grabs
Visit bearrows.hibid.com to see the full list of items available

From The Heart is still accepting tickets for its Virtual Event. For $100 per ticket, you will have
an entry into a drawing to win one of five Virtual Event Prizes: 1/2 Hog and Processing; 1/4
Beef and Processing; LG UHD 75 Inch TV; Apple Watch Series 6; and a KitchenAid 5 Quart

Bowl Lift Stand Mixer. Plus you will receive a $25 voucher for the Flight Deck. Additional
chances to win one of the five prizes are available for $20 each, once the initial $100 ticket is

purchased.

Please mail your Virtual Ticket payment to From The Heart, PO Box 202, Rochelle, IL 61068.

For more information, call Dave at 815-562-2220.

Online purchases of Virtual Tickets can be made at fromtheheartrochelle.org.

01272021
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No-till practices in vulnerable areas
significantly reduce soil erosion

By Marianne Stein

URBANA — Soil erosion is a major challenge in
agricultural production. Itaffects soil quality and carries
nutrient sediments that pollute waterways. While soil
erosion is a naturally occurring process, agricultural
activities such as conventional tilling exacerbate it.
Farmers implementing no-till practices can significantly
reduce soil erosion rates, a new University of Illinois
study shows.

Completely shifting to no-till would reduce soil loss
and sediment yield by more than 70%, says Sanghyun
Lee, doctoral student in the Department of Agricultural
and Biological Engineering at U of I and lead author
on the study, published in Journal of Environmental
Management.

But even a partial change in tilling practices could
have significant results, he adds.

“If we focus on the most vulnerable area in terms of
soil erosion, then only 40% no-till shows almost the same
reduction as 100% no-till implementation,” Lee says.

The study used physical data and computer mod-
eling to estimate soil erosion in the Drummer Creek
watershed, which is part of the Upper Sangamon River
watershed in Central Illinois. The area’s main crops
are corn and soybeans, and tillage is a predominant
agricultural practice.

“The rate of soil erosion is increased and accelerated
by unsustainable agricultural production. One of the main
reasons is conventional tillage in the field,” Lee says.
“Our model provides a tool to estimate the impacts of
tilling on soil erosion across the watershed.”

Lee and co-authors Maria Chu, Jorge Guzman,
and Alejandra Botero-Acosta developed the modeling
framework, coupling a hydrological model (MIKE SHE)
with the Water Erosion Prediction Project (WEPP) to
examine the impacts of no-till practice in the watershed.
The WEPP model provided the sediment sources from
the agricultural fields under different tillage practices
and the hydrologic model simulated sediment transport
across the watershed.

The researchers included historical data on climate,
soil properties, sediment sample data, and other relevant
measures, then used the coupled model to predict how
different management practices affect soil erosion rates.

“Farmers may prefer tilling because wet climate
conditions cause compacted soil,” Lee says. “However,
soil erosion removes topsoil, which contains lots of
nutrients, and this may reduce yield in the long term.
Soil erosion also affects water quality, both locally over
time and at a distance.

“Therefore, farmers need to weigh the benefits of
tilling with the consequences of soil erosion and choose
the best management strategies.”

The modeling framework can help identify the most
vulnerable areas, so producers can implement sustainable
management practices where it matters most, Lee notes.

(The Department of Agricultural and Biological
Engineeringis inthe College of Agricultural, Consumer
and Environmental Sciences and The Grainger College
of Engineering, University of lllinois.)

Sarah Frey, the founder of Frey Farms in southern Illinois, speaks during the Illinois Specialty Crop Conference.
Frey was “Pumpkin Queen of America” in a New York Times story. (Credit: Illinois Farm Bureau)

‘Pumpkin Queen’ nearly left the
family business before buying it

By CHRISTOPHER
HEIMERMAN
For llinois Press Association

BLOOMINGTON - Sar-
ah Frey sees and appreciates
the irony when she looks out
atheronce-small family farm
that became a big player in
the specialty crops industry.

“This place I’d spent my
entire life trying to escape
from, in 2020, it became my
escape,” said Frey, the found-
er of Frey Farms in southern
[llinois and “Pumpkin Queen
of America” in the words of
the New York Times.

Frey was the keynote
speaker at the annual I1linois
Specialty Crop Conference,
putonvirtually by the Illinois
Specialty Growers Associ-
ation. She described to the
audience how long before the
COVID-19 pandemic saw
peoplefleeing the congestion
of cities, as a teenager she
dreamt of stepping into a
high-rise and ascending the
elevator to her office.

But before her long-
planned exodus, she reflect-
ed on years of working the
earth with her parents and
her four older brothers.

All of 19 years old, she
decided to change course
and buy the family farm.

“My inspiration to go into
business wasn’t the business
side of things,” she said. “It
was about having a place in
the world to build a strong
foundation. The sun was
setting, and I stood on the
ground where I’m talking to

“So when you look at a piece of ugly fruit, what do you do
with it? You make juice. To me, life is no different. Optimism
is the secret to everything, waking up every day and looking

for the good.”

all of you today, and I made
the decision I would stay and
create a life here.”

And what a life it is.

Frey Farms, headquar-
tered in Keenes, has facil-
ities in eight states. Fruits
and vegetables grown on
its 12,000-plus acres are
distributed throughout the
country through Frey’s
Homegrown label. It em-
ploys more than 500 sea-
sonal workers — in addition
to her brothers.

“They invested a lot of
time into my personal devel-
opmentasachild—challeng-
ing me to do things I might
not have done,” Frey said.

You know, like write
a book about her journey.
“The Growing Season: How
I Built a New Life — and
Saved an American Farm,”
has been optioned for a
series on ABC.

“So when we will be
able to see your story on
TV?” Reghela Scavuzzo,
the executive director of
Illinois Specialty Growers
Association, asked during
the session.

“That’s the million-dol-
lar question,” Frey said,
laughing before saying more
details will be coming soon.

Frey said she got her
nickname from the Times
because she started out pre-
dominantly growing pump-
kins — according to her bio,

SusanGomez

[AmandalSandrocks Todd Muur;

Frey Farms still sells more
pumpkins than any other
American producer — but
that in addition to growing
cantaloupe, sweet corn and
squash, the company’s big-
gestcrop is watermelon. The
team “follows the sun,” she
said, every year starting in
Florida and making its way
to the Midwest.

In 2014, she launched a
line of juices through Sar-
ah’s Homegrown Tsamma
Watermelon Juice, which
now distributes to more than
2,000 retail locations.

A core mission of Frey
Farms is to end food waste
inthe fresh produce industry.

“So when you look at a
piece of ugly fruit, what do
you do with it?” she said.
“Youmake juice. Tome, life
is no different. Optimism
is the secret to everything,
waking up every day and
looking for the good.”

The market is ripe for
more specialty crop sales,
she said.

“No one really thinks
about the Midwest as a
fruit-and-vegetable-pro-
ducing region,” she said.
“But consumers are hungry
for and demanding fresh
produce in season. They’re
the ones that make the voting
decisions. They vote with
their dollars, in what they’re
going to buy.”

Frey said to keep talent

—Sarah Frey

in the specialty produce
industry, you have to hook
kids when they’re young—so
they don’t, say, flee for the
big city and never return to
the family business.

“Exposure is very im-
portant to young people,”
she said. “So much of it
starts with education and
programs to get kids in-
volved with.”

Frey commends her local
school district building a
greenhouse, providing a
path for not just children
growing up on a farm but
also students who simply
live in rural America.

“I remember visiting the
greenhouse for the first time,
and it was amazing to see the
joy and the pride students
were taking in growing
plants for their plant sale,”
she said.

She said a key to success
in the industry is starting
early, and that learning fi-
nances is just as important
as learning how to work
the land.

“We want to go out, work
with our hands, to build,
grow and create,” she said.
“We don’twantto bebogged
down by spreadsheets and
financial statements. But
it’s important to understand
the business side of things.
It doesn’t matter whether
you’re living on 40 acres or
40,000 acres.”
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Applications being accepted
for Wetland Reserve Easements

CHAMPAIGN —Ivan
Dozier, State Conservation-
ist, announced the appli-
cation period for the 2021
Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program (ACEP-
WRE). USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) helps provide
long-term protection of Illi-
nois’ farmland, wetlands and
grasslands through ACEP.

“The first application
cut-off date has been estab-
lished,” Dozier explains.
“Right now we’re accepting
applications for Wetland
Reserve Easements (WRE).
Applications that are re-
ceived and meet program
eligibility by Feb. 5, 2021
will be considered for the
2021 program.”

For ACEP-WRE in
FY21,Illinois was allocated
$4.5 million. NRCS may es-
tablish a second application
funding cutoff opportunity
later this year if all funds
are not used in the first ap-
plication cutoff or if more
funds become available.
Dozier reminds farmers
and landowners they can
apply for ACEP—and all
conservation programs—at
any time, as sign-up is con-
tinuous and applications can
be submitted any time.

NRCS offers two types of
easements through ACEP:
Agricultural Land Ease-
ments (ALE) and Wetland

Reserve Easements (WRE).
NRCS will establish an
application cutoff for ALE
at a later date. NRCS is still
finalizing ranking criteria
for fiscal year 2021. The
Geographic Area Rate Caps
(GARCs) are DRAFT but
available for applicants to
view. The GARC:s establish
the rate per acre that NRCS
pays to landowners for the
ACEP-WRE easement.

The purpose of the Wet-
land Reserve Easements
(WRE)istohelp landowners
enhance and protect habitat
for wetland wildlife on their
lands, reduce impacts from
flooding, recharge ground-
water, provide outdoor rec-
reation, and increase habitat
for migratory waterfowl.

NRCS provides technical
and financial assistance di-
rectly to private landowners
to restore, protect and en-
hance wetlands through the
purchase ofthese easements,
and eligible landowners can
choose to enroll in either a
permanent easement or a
30-year easement. To apply
for a wetlands easement
through ACEP - WRE, visit
NRCS at your local USDA
Service Center.

Find more information
about ACEPand other NRCS
conservation programs in Il-
linois online at https://www.
nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/
nres/il/programs/.

2021 Cover Crop Program
application period ends

SPRINGFIELD — The
second year of the Illinois
Department of Agriculture’s
(IDOA) Fall Covers for
Spring Savings Program
ended with 768 applications
requesting over 185,000
acres submitted to IDOA.

The discount program
opened the application peri-
odat 12:01 a.m. Dec. 15 and
saw the acreage limit met
within its first 24-hours. In
2019, over 500 applications
requesting over 133,000
acres were received. Consis-
tent with lastyear’s program,
qualified applicants will be
awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis.

“We were expecting great
interest after a successful first
year, butto meet our 50,000-
acre allotment so quickly
was astonishing,” said Jerry
Costello II, IDOA Acting
Director. “It shows there’s
a great interest out there
for cover crops and IDOA
is committed to promoting
conservation farming in
[llinois.”

All Fall Cover for Spring
Savings acres that were
applied for are still being
certified with the United
States Department of Agri-
culture Risk Management
Agency (USDA-RMA)
crop insurance program.
The certification process
is currently underway and
applicants will receive an
email in the next 30 days
to notify them of whether
they will receive a premium
discount.

The programisapplicable
foracreage inIllinois planted
to cover crops in the fall of

2020 that will be planted to
an insurable crop in 2021.
Recipients of the premium
discount program receive
$5 per acre on the following
year’s crop insurance for
every acre of cover crop
enrolled and verified in the

program.

Getting farm to table faster

J Ag leaders, nonprofits address food insecurity in Illinois

By CHRISTOPHER
HEIMERMAN
For llinois Press Association

BLOOMINGTON - It
takes a lot of moving parts
to connect fresh produce
with the communities that
need it most.

You need farmers grow-
ing quality food. Funding
to pay them. Food banks,
pantries and food marts in
place to store and distribute.
And don’t overlook one
of the biggest roadblocks:
transportation to get the food
from farm to kitchen table.

“Transportation is a criti-
cal, critical issue, in terms of
time and cost,” Steve Miller,
an at-large board member of
[llinois Specialty Growers
Association, said recently
during a virtual session at
the annual Illinois Specialty
Crop Conference.

Here’s the rub, though: To
assure that food is fresh when
it arrives, the fewer literal
moving parts the better.

“If produce comes in
from a producer on Thurs-
day or Friday, then sits in a
warehouse over the week, it
doesn’t getto the families un-
tilMonday or Tuesday,” said
Dan Kenney, the founder of
DeKalb County Community
Gardens, who attended the
virtual conference.

In DeKalb, nonprofits
have finally cut out the mid-
dle man.

‘Night and day’ difference
in DeKalb County

Enter Klein’s Farms in
Elgin, just on the other side
of the DeKalb County line.
Since late last spring, the
farm has been selling pro-
duce directly to nonprofits
in the county at wholesale
prices.

“The quality is night and
day,” said Joey Moore, who
runs the Barb Food Mart
that’s served the DeKalb
School District 428 com-
munity since 2012. “When
they’re out picking produce
that morning, it’s the highest
quality.”

“And there’s the nu-
tritional value,” Kenney
added. “Once you harvest
something, it starts losing its
nutritional valuerightaway.”

Even before Klein’s part-
nered with DCCG and the
Food Mart, DeKalb County
was light years ahead of other
parts of the state in terms of
getting food from farm to
table as quickly as possible.

Kenney founded DCCGa
couple of months after Barb
FoodMartlaunchedin2012.
DCCG has since produced
more than 200,000 pounds
of food, according to its
website. In2017, it launched
its Grow Mobile refrigerated
truck program. In January
alone, two trucks will make
11 distribution stops around

Joey Moore, director of the Barb Food Mart, stocks the pantry housed at Huntley
Middle School in DeKalb. (IPA photo by Christopher Heimerman)

the county.

The end result? Rath-
er than receiving produce
that’s sat on shelves at food
pantries, or been donated by
grocers who can no longer
sell it, families in need in
DeKalb are getting farm-
fresh produce.

“The message it sends
out to people attending food
pantries is that they deserve
fresh, high-quality food,”
said Heather Edwards, DC-
CG’s associate director who
has overseen the launch of
the Genoa Area Community
Food Hub in the northern
reaches ofthe county. “Weall
deserve that. Nobody should
feel that they get a lesser
quality thanthey deserve. It’s
about their dignity.”

Moore said it’s common
for food donated by grocers
to be inedible — “I’ve gotten
salad that’s basically soup,”
she said — and that the only
reason it gets donated is so
the businesses can write
it off.

Food security is in rela-
tively good shape in DeKalb
County because alot of work
has gone into it.

DCCG has more than
70 partners and sponsors. A
food security council made
up of growers, food pantries,
the health department, even
hospital staff have resumed
meeting on a monthly basis.
That community buy-in
keeps all the key prongs —
funding, infrastructure and
transportation — running in
concert.

Kenney has been working
with Steve Ericson, exec-
utive director of Feeding
Illinois, an association of
food banks throughout the
state, for a few years, and
hopes to help other regions
emulate DeKalb’s success.

According to data on
Feeding Illinois’ website,
about one in 10 Illinois res-
idents struggles with hunger,
including one in every eight
children, and it would cost
more than $630 million to
meetthe statewide food need.

Farmers sound
off during session

Ericson and Shantanu Pai,
an assistant sustainability re-
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searcher with the University
of Illinois’ Prairie Research
Institute, hosted the virtual
convention session. They,
along with the growers as-
sociation and Illinois Farm
Bureau are carrying out a
six-step process that will
culminate with launching
pilot programs throughout
the state that address food
insecurity.

The study is funded by
a U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Farm to Food Bank
grant. Ericson said it’simper-
ative to find funding mecha-
nisms beyond communities’
contributions.

“We have a tendency to
always go back to dona-
tions,” Ericson said. “I’ve
been around this long enough
to know we’re not going
to end food insecurity on
donations.”

He and Pai hope to get at
least 10 percent of the state’s
3,000 specialty growers tofill
out a survey and share what
incentives and programs
have helped get fresh food
into the hands of people in
need.

“People don’t often write
about what they’ve tried that
hasn’t worked,” Pai said.
“We’d really like to know
what people have tried in
the past, and what simply
didn’t work.”

While he awaits survey
results, a few farmers sound-
ed off during the session.

Nicoele Arsencau, who
along with Bill Belluso owns
and operates 3 Winds Farm
in Kankakee, said the area is

poverty-stricken and small
farms want to donate their
surplus, but the local food
bank won’t take perishable
items because ithas nowhere
to store them.

Ericson immediately in-
tervened.

“You and I need to talk,”
he said, before sharing his
contactinformation with her.

Louise Meyer, an Illinois
Herb Association board
member, piggy-backed
on Miller’s concerns with
transportation. She said her
business, Amrita Naturals in
Elburn, actually got outofthe
vegetable business.

“We had plenty of organic
produce, but the transporta-
tion cost — we were left to
do that,” she said. “We were
donating it, but we didn’t
see how we could afford to
transport it.”

She said Illinois is a bit
behind the 8-ball, that the
food needed in the north —
Chicagoland in particular
—is predominantly grown in
southern Illinois.

“Canyou even get it there
while it’s edible, especially
during the summer?”’she said.

She said when she worked
on the East Coast, things ran
smoothly and electronically.
Farmers were reimbursed at
the point of pickup.

Kenney said the Ohio
government budgets $15
millionayear for food grown
by local farmers.

“If Illinois could ever get
out of debt, that’s something
we could work toward,” he
said.
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AMBOY

Grocery delivery for disabled &
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7 am — 9 pm
Sunday, 8 am — 8 pm

Now Accepting EBT
Link Cards and WIC

FOOD & LIQUOR

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020

Amhboy Deli Hours
Mon-Sat7a.m.-8 p.m.
sun8am.-7p.m.

“A cold wind was blowing from the north, and it made the trees rustle like living things.”
— George R.R. Martin
Sale Prices Valid Jan. 27-Feb. 2 - Limited Quantities - While Supplies Last

ISR PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS [

Bolthous Baby | Baby Bella Green Giant Clementines
Carrots Mushrooms Potatoes 21bb2

1 |b bag 8 oz container 10 Ib bag

99°.  [51®  [53%.

53%.

Hass Avocados || Cabo Fresh Red or Green Naval
Guacamole Grapes California
e Oranges

4 1b bag

53%.

—— 1
Beef Chuck

99°, 529, |51%,

I HOT BUYS

Lay’s Chip | Prairie Fresh Pork
5-8 oz excludes Party or Family Size TenderIOi n Fi I Iet

2°0

& d
I ea.
Reg. Price $3.79 ea.

— New York Cod Fillets

AMBOY Strip Steaks
DELI 4

S99

Reg. Price $6.99 Ib.

Creamette Pasta

Assorted 16 oz

:||E||; ea.

Reg. Price $12.99 Ib.

34'99

Reg. Price $6.99 Ib.
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Reg. Price $1.79 ea.

I WEEKLY SPECIALS I

Food Club Frozen
Vegetable Blend

16 oz

3169 )

Reg. Price $2.09 ea.

Food Club Peanuts

Food Club Honey

16 oz

2.

Reg. Price $2.79 ea.

Bear

12 0z

5949

Reg. Price $4.19 ea.

Food Club Prego Pasta Quaker Instant || V-8 Juice
Chunk Cheese ||Sauce Oatmeal Aesoried do oz
8 o0z 14-24 oz 11-15 oz

Reg. Price $2.79 e:a Reg. Price $2.99 efa Reg. Price $3.99 efa R;:e $3.19 efa
Hidden Taco Bell Azteca Tortilla || Swanson Broth
Valley Salad Sauce Bizoz or Stock
D rESSi ngs 7.5-8 oz 320z
16 oz

Reg. Price $3.99 eae.a. Reg. Price $1.99 e:a. Reg. Price $1 .79-2.09eeg. lee $2.79 efa

Sale goes through Feb. 2, 2021
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