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ROCHELLE — Val-
entine’s Day was es-
pecially sweet for the 
Rochelle Township High 
School speech team. The 
day before hearts and 
flowers day, the team 
competed in the IHSA 
Sectional competition, 
a 30-team semi-state 
contest, and finished in 
second place — includ-
ing a pair of sectional 
championships. 

Megan Thiravong 
bested the competition 
in Radio Speaking, also 
qualifying for the state 
tournament in Extempo-
raneous Speaking. The 
performance in the round 
cast is also a 2021 IHSA 
speech sectional cham-
pion.

Others qualifying for 
the state tournament 
include:

Faith Worthington, 
second in Impromptu 
Speaking and third place 
in Informative Speaking

Ava Coglianese, third 
place in Special Occa-
sion Speaking as well as 
Original Comedy

Morgan Haas, third 
place in Oratorical Dec-
lamation

The performance in the 

Hubs to compete at state in eight events

The Rochelle Township High School speech team took second place at sectional competition this past 
weekend. The IHSA State Championships will take place Feb. 19-20.

The RTHS performance in the round cast includes (left to right) Bella Nauman, 
Heidi Cruz, Jessica Nguyen and coach Russ Konstans as well as Mateo Hughes 
and Jaela Ludwick (not pictured). The PIR cast is the 2021 IHSA speech sectional 
champion and will compete at the state tournament next weekend.

round cast includes Heidi 
Cruz, Mateo Hughes, 
Jaela Ludwick, Bella 
Nauman and Jessica 
Nguyen.

The Hubs can also 
boast sectional finalists.

Paul Swartz placed 
fifth in Humorous Inter-
pretation, Morgan Haas 
placed sixth in Oratory 
and Ariel Zuercher and 
Jenn Heinrich placed 
sixth in Dramatic Duet 
Acting.

Students competing in 
the state tournament will 
perform Feb. 19 and 20.

ROCHELLE  – The 
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation is excited 
to announce the opening 
of the 2021 Community 
grants season. 

Qualified nonprofit 
organizations now have 
the opportunity to apply 
for funding for projects 
and programs that en-
hance the quality of life 
in the community, serve 
to support individuals and 

families and for funding to 
supplement the budgets of 
organizations affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In 2020, the foundation 
redirected Community 
Grant Funds to meet im-
mediate and emergency 
needs due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic while 
community grant applica-
tions were put on hold.

This year the founda-
tion plans to invest an 

estimated $100,000 into 
the community for multi-
purpose grants to support 
a variety of projects, pro-
grams and organizations. 
This is only possible due 
to charitable contribu-
tions entrusted to the 
foundation by generous 
donors as permanent gifts 
that go on giving year 
after year.

The 2021 Community 
Grant application and in-

formation can be accessed 
through the foundation’s 
website at www.rochelle-
foundation.org under the 
grants tab. For questions 
or more information, 
contact executive director 
Kim Montgomery at 815-
561-3600, or by email to: 
kim@rochellefounda-
tion.org.

To make a charitable 
contribution to the Ro-
chelle Area Community 

Foundation, visit the web-
site or mail a check to 
P.O. Box 74, Rochelle, 
IL 61068.

The Rochelle Area 
Community is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion whose mission is 
to improve community 
through charitable giving, 
encourage a spirit of phi-
lanthropy, and enhance 
the quality of life of the 
community.

Foundation’s grant season open

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Plans 
for a charity kickball tour-
nament hosted by the 
Flagg-Rochelle Commu-
nity Park District and 
the Rochelle Chamber of 
Commerce highlighted the 
February board of commis-
sioners meeting Monday 
evening. 

The tournament would 
be played at VFW Park and 
proceeds from the tourna-
ment would benefit the 
park district’s ENGAGE 
Program as well as the 
chamber’s scholarship fund 
for Rochelle Township 
High School graduates.

Recreation & Fitness 
Superintendent TC Hager 
said the proposed tourna-
ment date would be Sat-
urday, May 8. The tourna-
ment would host anywhere 
from 8 to 12 teams, with 
sign-up fees and sponsor-
ship fees benefiting the 
ENGAGE Program, which 
provides financial assis-
tance for local families who 
may not have the ability to 
participate in park district 
activities. The board said 
it will consider revising an 
ordinance to allow alcohol 
sales at the proposed tour-
nament.

“It would be an adult 
kickball tournament and 
the goal would be to raise 

money through team fees 
and sponsorship fees,” 
Hager said. “There will 
possibly be some food and 
beverage sales as well… 
The money would be split 
to support both the cham-
ber and the park district 
causes.”

Commissioners may 
take action on the alcohol 
ordinance at next month’s 
meeting on March 15.

Plans underway for 
kickball benefit

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Rochelle School District 212 ad-
ministrators announced during the February board of 
education meeting Tuesday evening that the upcoming 
National Honor Society ceremony at RTHS will be 
conducted with a virtual format on Tuesday, March 8.

Board members also renewed the district’s dual 
office agreement with Rochelle School District 231 
and sent out bids for a new lease on a 14-passenger 
cutaway van that will replace an existing van. The bids 
will be opened on Feb. 22 at 10 a.m. and a recom-
mendation for board approval will be brought forward 
at next month’s board meeting on Monday, March 15.

Superintendent Jason Harper said staff members 
who received COVID-19 vaccinations this past month 
will take their second round of doses next Monday, 
Feb. 22. Over 200 staff members across both the 
high school and elementary districts took vaccines 
last month. 

NHS induction 
set for March 8
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BY BRAD JENNINGS

OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

OREGON – A member of the Ogle County 

Board has suggested the body reduce its size 

from the current 24 members down to 16.

At the regular board meeting on Jan. 21, 

Bruce McKinney, who represents Rochelle on 

the board, said the county currently has eight 

districts with three people elected from each 

district to the board. During a presentation, he 

suggested lowering the number.

“What I would like to see is us go from eight 

districts to 16,” he said, adding that only one 

person would be elected to the board from each 

district.
He said the goal would be to eliminate mul-

tiple board members who serve the same area.

“This isn’t anything unusual,” he said of the 

change.
For example, Winnebago County has 20 

board members, with one person elected from 

20 districts. The number of board members in 

area counties varies, from nine in Carroll County 

to 24 in DeKalb County.

“I think it would be better representation on the 

County Board for Ogle County,” McKinney said.

Board member Kimberly Whalen asked what 

would happen to committee assignments if the 

number of board members was reduced. She said 

that might put more pressure on board members 

to fill out committees.

McKinney said that some may have to add 

another committee to their workload, but the 

county could also look at combining some 

committees.
See BOARD page 4

County board talks downsizing

The Ogle County Board (top) discusses 

a presentation by Board member  Bruce 

McKinney, above, to reduce the number 

of members from 24 to 16. 
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – An open house was 

held in the Rochelle Community Hospital 

cafeteria Thursday afternoon to welcome 

the hospital’s new CEO. 

On Thursday from 2 to 4 p.m., the 

public had an opportunity to come enjoy 

snacks and refreshments and meet Gregg 

Olson, the new CEO, as well as his wife, 

Denise. Olson was previously CEO for 

the hospital from 1997 to 2007 but then 

moved onto a different position for the 

last 13 years. 

The job opening comes after Mark 

Batty, the former CEO of seven years 

left the hospital to take another position. 

Olson says that a lot has changed in 

the last 13 years, but he is very glad to 

be back home. 

“The organization has changed since 

the last time I was here and so have I 

as an individual, so I need to speak to 

the people who have been here all this 

time and listen to better understand the 

organization,” explained Olson. “For 

me it is like coming back home, I had 

a great experience my first time here 

and I expect to have the same success 

the second.”

Olson’s first day back as the CEO of 

the hospital was Monday, Jan. 13.

He says that his managing style is not 

to come in and just start making changes 

right away, but to do a lot of listening 

and speaking to the people who have 

been here the last 13 years. This will help 

him understand where the organization 

is currently, to help create strategies to 

where to best move into the future. 

Olson says both the staff and the 

community is what makes the hospital 

the organization it is today. 

“We have a great group of employees, 

board members and volunteers, I am just 

thrilled to be back and be part of such a 

great organization,” added Olson. “The 

people of Rochelle really make this area 

a very special place, you don’t find that 

in every organization and I have found 

it here in Rochelle.”

Welcome back
Olson returns to CEO position at hospital

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

A Rochelle 

Township 

High School 

student and member of 

the Rochelle Boy Scout 

Troop 553, chartered by 

the masonic lodge, has 

recently achieved the 

highest possible rank of 

Eagle Scout.

CJ Sedlock, a senior 

at Rochelle Township 

High School, has been 

involved in Scouts ever 

since he was a little kid. 

He joined the Byron Cub 

Scout pack as a Tiger 

Scout, which is one of 

the first ranks in the 

organization. 

CJ’s parents were 

responsible for first in-

troducing him to scouts. 

“My wife and I are the 

ones who started him on 

his scouting path,” said 

Christopher Sedlock, 

CJ’s father and current 

troop scout master. “I 

was involved in scouts 

when I was younger and 

when he first started out 

as a Tiger, I was his den 

leader.”
Christopher was also 

involved in scouts when 

he was younger, but did 

not make it all the way to 

Eagle Scout. 

See SCOUT page 4

Achieving rank

CJ Sedlock achieved the highest rank of Eagle Scout.

Returning CEO for Rochelle Community Hospital, Gregg Olson, and his wife, De-

nise, talk to community members who stopped by the special open house held in 

the hospital cafeteria Thursday afternoon.
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. The Rochelle Fire Department 

received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.“We looked all around the 

building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. The fire started in the upstairs 

apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. Two individuals will have to 

be displaced due to damages to 
the property. Assisting the Rochelle Fire 

Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGESSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-struction on the new recre-ation center at Helms South remains on schedule as the $14 million project inches toward its targeted Septem-ber 2020 completion.Megan Simon, proj-ect manager at Ringland-Johnson Construction, ad-dressed the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners during its monthly meeting at Rochelle City Hall on Monday. Simon revealed that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-ning soon after. Simon also said that 

work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-ers will leave an opening 

on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first round of the IDPH permit-ting process,” Simon said. “We submitted our swim-ming pool drawings to the IDPH in October and we got their comments back last week… We’ll be continu-ing outside and hopefully getting dried in on the swim-ming pool, community center and fieldhouse. We’ll then be prepping to get some temporary power out there so we can start working inside, and we’ll be pouring slabs by April and working on interior walls.”
See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.Duval talked about his 36 

years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.Principal reportFollowing the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.The RTHS freshman class 

seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.“The counselors are in one 

of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.He also explained plans 

to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.One of the activities the 

school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. Superintendent reportBoard members accepted 

the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.“Our budget is set at $15.7 

million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.Following an executive 

session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.The February meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out two tenants

Plans official for Duval’s retirementBoard hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 

in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 

an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 

to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 

experienced smoke and water damage.
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BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/JNOWIC-
KI@CAPITOLNEWSILLINOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD  – 
Former state Sen. Paul 
Schimpf, who spent four 
years representing the 58th 
District and was the Repub-
lican Party’s candidate for 
attorney general in 2014, 
announced Monday he will 
run for governor in 2022.

Schimpf made the an-
nouncement via video-
conference at 10 a.m., 
beginning a day of traveling 
the state with planned stops 
in Algonquin, Rock Island 
and Morris Monday and 
Decatur, Morris and his 
hometown of Waterloo 
Tuesday.

In his announcement, 
Schimpf sought to distance 
himself from Democratic 
Gov. JB Pritzker on both 
issues of policy and life 
experience.

“My vision for Illinois 
involves a return to re-
sponsible government, safe 
communities and economic 
growth in a free market,” he 
said. “We need a governor 
who welcomes and insists 
upon legislative oversight 
of his administration.”

A U.S. Naval Academy 
graduate and Marine Corps 
veteran, Schimpf was an 
outspoken advocate for vet-
erans in the Senate, serving 
as minority party spokes-
person on the Senate Veter-
ans Affairs Committee. In 
2005, Schimpf served as the 
chief American advisor in 
the trial of Saddam Hussein 
in Iraq. He rose to the rank 
of lieutenant colonel in the 
Marine Corps.

A biography distributed 
by Schimpf’s campaign 

emphasized that he wrote 
an article in 2004 for the 
Military Law Review on 
“the need to establish a 
victim-victim advocate 
evidentiary privilege within 
the Department of Defense” 
in an effort to improve 
treatment of sexual assault 
victims. Those practices 
were adopted in 2012.

Beginning in 2004, 
Schimpf was a judge ad-
vocate, or military attorney, 
at the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot in San Diego, Calif. 
There, he served as the head 
prosecutor, supervising oth-
er attorneys and litigating 
drug, sexual assault and 
attempted murder cases, 
according to his campaign.

He was elected to the 
state Senate in 2017, re-
tiring in January ahead of 
his run for governor. He 
said his proudest accom-
plishment as state senator 
was his work with a higher 
education working group 
that produced legislative 
changes such as AIM High 
grants, which aim to pro-
vide Illinois’ highest per-
forming students with the 

means to remain in Illinois 
for college.

He is an of counsel at-
torney with the law firm of 
Stumpf & Gutknecht P.C. 
in Columbia, meaning he 
is not an equity partner in 
the firm. 

“More important than all 
those experiences, howev-
er, is the perspective that I 
will bring to the governor’s 
office,” he said. “For far 
too long, we have had 
literally governors who 
were either career politi-
cians or wealthy corporate 
executives who couldn’t 
understand or empathize 
with the struggles that the 
people of Illinois face.”

He touched on a number 
of issues that have been 
lynchpins of Republican 
legislative dissent in recent 
years and weeks, noting a 
governor should “give clear 
unambiguous support to 
the law enforcement com-
munity.”

He also addressed Illi-
nois’ tax burden, quoting 
Ronald Reagan and stating 
Illinois needs a governor 
who “understands those 

day-to-day challenges that 
we all face” and who will 
“stand up to the entrenched 
special interest groups that 
have done so much damage 
to our state.”

“I know what it feels like 
to wake up in the middle of 
the night wondering how 
my wife and I are going to 
pay for our kids’ education, 
or what the next property 
tax increase is going to do to 
our family budget,” he said.

While Schimpf tied 
himself to popular Repub-
lican icon Reagan, Illinois 
Democrats quickly sought 
tie Schimpf to a less popu-
lar, more recent Republican 
elected official – ex-Gov. 
Bruce Rauner, who presid-
ed over a two-year budget 
impasse which saw the 
state’s backlog of unpaid 
bills balloon to over $16 
billion.

Mary Morrissey, Exec-
utive Director of the Dem-
ocratic Party of Illinois, 
referred to Schimpf as a 
“Rauner/Trump acolyte” 
in a statement.

“Schimpf was a consis-
tent vote for Bruce Raun-
er’s catastrophic agenda, 
even going along with his 
attempts to continue the 
historic budget crisis that 
resulted in Illinois going 
736 days without a bud-
get,” Morrissey said. “He 
supported Donald Trump’s 
re-election, even after the 
former President failed at 
his central task of keeping 
Americans safe by lying 
about the dangers of the 
coronavirus and instead 
promoting conspiracy the-
ories.”

Schimpf’s biography 
touted his vote against the 
compromise budget which 

raised the state’s flat income 
tax and ended the two-year 
budget impasse in 2017.

Kristina Zahorik, presi-
dent of the Illinois Demo-
cratic County Chairs’ Asso-
ciation, referred to Schimpf 
as “Rauner 2.0” and “a wolf 
in sheep’s clothing.”

“Paul Schimpf has built 
a facade of being pro-labor 
and moderate,” Zahorik 
said in a statement. “When 
given the opportunity to 
prove that during his short 
time in the Illinois Senate, 
he opposed key labor issues 
like supporting increasing 
the minimum wage. He also 
consistently voted to extend 
the Rauner budget crisis 
that crippled our state.”

Schimpf, however, em-
phasized an “every man” 
image, distancing himself 
from the billionaire Pritz-
ker and multi-millionaire 
Rauner.

He said he expects to 
do better than he did in his 
last statewide run in 2014, 
when he challenged former 
Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan as the Republican 
candidate. In that election, 
he lost by nearly 800,000 
votes, gaining 37.8 percent 
of the vote.

“I did not have enough 
financial resources to get 
my message out,” he said. 
“That is one of the lessons 
that I learned when I ran 
statewide in 2014 for Il-
linois attorney general is 
that it doesn’t matter how 
good your message is, if you 
don’t have the resources to 
get it out, you will not be 
successful.”

His candidate commit-
tee, Citizens for Schimpf, 
had $149,529 cash on hand 
as of Feb. 15, according to 

campaign database Illinois 
Sunshine.

Still, Schimpf said, 
money can only go so 
far, and he cited the failed 
Democratic presidential 
campaign of former New 
York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg.

“You can’t buy elections 
with money,” he said. “I 
know that Gov. Pritzker has 
a lot of resources. I don’t 
expect to be able to match 
him dollar for dollar, but I 
do expect to be able to get 
my message out with a lot 
of hard work. I do expect 
to be able to win this race.”

The primary election for 
statewide office is sched-
uled for March 15, and 
Schimpf joins businessman 
Gary Rabine, who is chair-
man and founder of the 
paving, roofing and snow 
removal company Rabine 
Group, in announcing their 
candidacies for governor.

Former state senator, Republican AG 
candidate Schimpf to run for governor

Paul Schimpf, a former Republican candidate for 
attorney general who retired as a state senator last 
month, on Monday announced a bid for governor in 
2022. 

(PHOTO CREDIT: BLUEROOMSTREAM.COM)

“I know that 
Gov. Pritzker 
has a lot of 
resources. I 
don’t expect 
to be able to 
match him 
dollar for 
dollar, but I do 
expect to be 
able to get my 
message out 
with a lot of 
hard work.”

Paul Schimpf
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221 Powers Rd., Hwy. 251 North
Rochelle, Illinois

815-562-2465
OPEN

MON-FRI
8AM-5PM

MASTERBEND

SPECIALIZING IN ALL AREAS OF 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

WE OFFER LOCAL VEHICLE PICKUP & DROP OFF

We are able to 
service and honor 

extended warranties 
and contracts!

03272016

Enroll Now!!
Kindergarten through 8th Grade

Beginning Feb. 8th, early registration is open
for grades K - 8. Register your student before

April 2nd and receive a $50 discount on
registration fees. All forms are on our website at

www.stpaulrochelleil.org

St. Paul Lutheran School
1415 10th Ave.
Rochelle, IL.

815-562-6323
02102021

Feb. 9
On Feb. 9, the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Cedric Williams, 
19, of Rockford, for driv-
ing while license revoked. 
Williams was arrested by 
Ogle County Sheriff’s dep-
uties on Illinois Route 251 
near Davis Junction after 
being stopped for speeding. 
Williams was released on 
a I-bond and will appear in 
court at a later date

On Feb. 9 the following 
individuals were arrested 
on outstanding Ogle Coun-
ty warrants:

Dustin Doyle was ar-
rested for an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant. 
Doyle posted bond and 
will appear in court at a 
later date.

Nicholas Rodriguez 
was arrested for an out-
standing Ogle County 
warrant. Rodriguez appear 
in court on Feb. 10. 

Feb. 11
On Feb. 11 at approxi-

mately 9:51 a.m., deputies 
performed a traffic stop in 
the 3000 block of South 
Illinois Route 2. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Aaron Hubbell, 24, 
of Amboy, under arrest for 
driving while license sus-
pended, improper cannabis 
container driver, and a valid 
Lee County Contempt of 
Court warrant. Hubbell 
was additionally issued a 
citation for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Hubbell was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu 
of bond. 

On Feb. 11 at approxi-
mately 6:29 p.m., deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in the 
1300 block of Pines Road. 
After further investigation, 
Mateo Kucera, 32 of Chi-
cago, was placed under 
arrest for no valid driv-
er’s license and unlawful 
possession of cannabis.  
Kucera was released on 
an Individual Bond at the 
scene.

Feb. 12
On Feb. 12 at 1:39 a.m., 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies were patrolling in 
the 6000 block of East Il-
linois Route 72 when they 
observed a male subject 
walking on the side of the 
road. The male subject was 
identified as Jared Marsh, 
36, of Stillman Valley. 
Marsh advised Deputies 
that he had driven his vehi-
cle into the ditch. After an 
investigation, Marsh was 
arrested for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Marsh was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail and 
held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 12 at approx-
imately 9:26 p.m., Ogle 
County deputies were 
dispatched to 11539 W. 
East Road for the report of 
a vehicle stuck in the ditch. 
After an investigation, 
deputies arrested David E. 
Warner, 61, of Machesney 
Park, for driving under 
the influence of alcohol.  
Warner was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu 
of bond. He was also cited 
for improper traffic lane 
usage.

On Feb. 12 at approx-
imately 9:48 p.m., Ogle 
County deputies respond-
ed to a disturbance in 
Stillman Valley. After in-
vestigation, Ogle County 
Deputies arrested Isiah 
Blake, 22, of Stillman Val-
ley, for domestic battery. 
Blake was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was released to 
correctional staff and held 
in lieu of bond.

Feb. 13
On Feb. 13 at approx-

imately 6:24 p.m., Ogle 
County deputies were dis-
patched to the 9000 block 
of West Illinois Route 72 
for the report of a single 
vehicle rollover accident.  
After further investigation, 
deputies arrested Marcos 
S. Serrano-Vides, 23, of 
Rockford, for aggravated 
DUI-alcohol and no valid 
driver’s license. Serra-
no-Vide was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held with 
no bond. Serrano-Vides 
was also cited for improper 
traffic lane usage, failure 
to reduce speed to avoid 
an accident/too fast for 
conditions, and operating 
uninsured motor vehicle.

Feb. 15
On Feb. 15 at 4:39 

a.m., deputies responded 
to the 15000 block of E. 
Twombly Road in refer-
ence to a vehicle in the 
ditch. After an investi-
gation, deputies arrested 
Rebekah Emerson, 47, 
of Rochelle. Emerson 
was charged with driv-
ing under the influence 
of alcohol, driving on a 
suspended license, illegal 
transportation of alcohol, 
and improper lane usage. 
Emerson was given an 
I-bond at Rochelle Com-

munity Hospital where 
she was transported by 
the Rochelle Ambulance 
for evaluation due to the 
cold weather. Emerson 
will appear in court at a 
later date.  

Feb. 16
On Feb. 16 at 8:44 

a.m., the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office responded 
to a three vehicle acci-
dent in the 10,000 block 
East Illinois Route 38. 
After an investigation, 
deputies determined that 
a Volkswagon driven by 
Charles Echelbarger, 37, 
of Rochelle,  was west-
bound when Echelbarger 
lost control due to slip-
pery road conditions. The 
Volkswagon made contact 
with a westbound Chev-
rolet driven by Carolyn 
Mcbride, 61, of Rockford, 
before colliding head-on 
with a Chrysler Minivan 
that was eastbound at the 
location. The driver of the 
Chrysler, Fred Koch, 79, 
of Ashton, and passenger 
Anita Koch, 78, of Ashton, 
were taken by Rochelle 
ambulnce to the Rochelle 
Community Hospital 
for treatment of non life 
threatening injuries. Ech-
elbarger and Mcbride were 
not injured in the incident.  
Echelbarger was cited for 
failing to reduce his speed 
to avoid an accident. The 
Flagg Center Fire Depart-
ment also responded to the 
scene. 

On Feb. 16 at approx-
imately 7:46 a.m., dep-
uties were dispatched to 
a two vehicle accident 
with possible injuries on 
Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 112 northbound. 
After investigation, dep-
uties learned a Kia SUV 
driven by Laurie Sievert, 
51, of Davis Junction, was 
traveling northbound on 
Interstate 39 in the right 
lane. While Sievert was 
traveling northbound she 
began to lose control of 
her vehicle on the icy 
road and entered into the 
left a lane.  Daniel Drews, 
48, of Belvidere was also 
traveling northbound on 
Interstate 39 at the time 
in his Jeep SUV while in 
the left lane. As Sievert’s 
vehicle entered the left 
lane, Drews’ vehicle struck 
the rear end causing heavy 
damage to both vehicles. 
Sievert was transported to 
SwedishAmerican Hospi-
tal for non-life threatening 
injuries by Kirkland EMS. 
Sievert was later issued a 
citation for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident.  
Monroe Center Fire and 
Stillman Valley EMS also 
assisted with the accident.   

Deputies respond to several 
accidents due to road conditions

SPRINGFIELD – With multiple 
recent crashes involving Illinois 
State Police Troopers, Governor JB 
Pritzker and ISP Director Brendan F. 
Kelly implores motorists to respect the 
Move Over Law and use caution when 
approaching emergency vehicles on 
interstates and roads.

In the past three days, six ISP squad 
cars have been struck due to motorists 
disobeying the Move Over Law (also 
known as Scott’s Law), bringing the 
year-to-date total to 10 in 2021. Three 
of these recent incidents resulted in 
injuries, including one serious injury. 
These incidents occurred across the 
state in ISP District(s) 2, 5, 13, 16 
and Chicago.

“Scott’s Law is critical to keeping 
our first responders safe as they he-
roically serve us on our roadways,” 
said Governor JB Pritzker. “Especially 
now, as we continue to experience 
extreme winter weather, it is impera-
tive that drivers slow down and move 
over as they approach a vehicle with 
their hazard lights on. I’m praying 
for our Illinois State Police troopers 
who have been injured in the line of 
duty in recent days and imploring all 
Illinoisans to drive safely and follow 
the law.”

“We are only six weeks into the 
new year and we’ve already had 10 
squad cars struck because people do 
not obey the law,” said ISP Director 
Brendan Kelly. “But this about more 
than just obeying the law- it’s about 
basic decency and respect for the very 
lives of the brave souls on our streets 
simply trying to help the public.”

Law
Governor JB Pritzker has been 

heavily involved in the effort to bring 
awareness to the Move Over (Scott’s) 
Law and signed two pieces of legisla-
tion in 2019 as a part of his ongoing 
effort. Public Act 101-173 increased 
the fines for those violating this law. 
A person who violates Scott’s Law, 
commits a business offense and faces 
a fine of no less than $250 or more 
than $10,000 for a first offense. If the 

violation results in injury to another 
person, the violator’s driver’s license 
will be suspended for a mandatory pe-
riod of anywhere between six months 
and two years.

Additionally, a Move Over Task 
Force, implemented through Public 
Act 101-174, was created to study 
the issues of violations of the Move 
Over (Scott’s) Law and how to protect 
emergency responders. Both Senate 
bills were effective Jan. 1, 2020. 

As chair of the Move Over Task 
Force, ISP Director Brendan F. Kelly 
continues to make the Move Over 
Law a top priority. “As an agency, 
we have responded to the preventable 
loss of four ISP Troopers in 2019 with 
resiliency and a focused mission to 
protect those who are trying to pro-
tect all of us. As long as the danger 
to our first responders exists, and 
the danger is obviously apparent, we 
will continue to raise awareness and 
aggressively enforce the Move Over 
(Scott’s) Law,” said ISP Director 
Brendan F. Kelly.

In the inclement weather that we 
are experiencing throughout the state, 
motorists are encouraged to stay 
home. If travel cannot be avoided or 
delayed, drivers should allow plenty 
of time for travel, avoid tailgating, 
reduce speed, pay attention to the 
road and slow down and move over 
for emergency vehicles. Following 
winter driving tips will help reduce 
accidents and injuries, but staying 
home, if possible, is the safest choice 
right now.

 The Move Over Law requires driv-
ers to change lanes when approach-
ing stationary emergency vehicles, 
including highway maintenance 
vehicles displaying flashing lights, 
and any stationary vehicle with their 
hazard lights activated.  The law 
also states, if changing lanes would 
be impossible or unsafe, drivers are 
required to proceed with due caution, 
reduce the speed of the vehicle and 
leave a safe distance until safely pass-
ing the stationary vehicle. Move Over 
and Slow Down. Help us help you.

State police remind 
drivers of “Move Over” law
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S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

ROCHELLE — Darrell Davis, 64, of Rochelle, 
passed away Monday, Feb. 15, 2021 at his home. 

Arrangements are pending with Unger-Horner Fu-
neral Home, 400 North Sixth Street, Rochelle. Visit 
www.UngerHorner.com.

 
 

Ogle County COVID-19 Weekly Update 
As of Tuesday, February 16, 2021 

 

Number Vaccinated:  8,067  

Total FULLY VACCINATED: 3.41% 

Vaccinang Phase 1b: Essenal frontline workers 
and people ages 65+.  
 
Sign up to Receive the Vaccine: If you are age 
65+ pre-register online at health.oglecounty.org or 
call these partners to pre-register by phone: 
 Hub City Senior Center  815-562-5050 
 Flagg-Rochelle Public Library 815-562-3431 
 City of Rochelle 815-562-6161 
 Hispanic residents call LULAC      815-570-3111 
 Rock River Center 815-732-3252 
 Oregon Public Library District 815-732-2724 
 Univ. of IL Extension Office 815-732-2191 
 Mt. Morris Senior Center 815-734-6335 
 Polo Senior Center 815-238-8645 
 Polo Library 815-946-2713 
 Bertolet Memorial Library 815-738-2742 
  
Everyone who registers is put on a waing list.  Calling 
more than one locaon will not move you higher on the 
list. You will be contacted to schedule your vaccinaon 
appointment.  It could be some me before you receive 
your phone call. Vaccine supply connues to be limited. 
We ask for your connued paence.  
 

Ogle County COVID-19 Stascs* 
 

     Number of Posive Cases:   4,793  
     Recovered Cases:   4,655 
     Current Acve Cases:       67 
     Deaths:         71 
     Posivity, 7 day rolling average:         1.8% 
 

*Most current stascs available 

 

Call or E-mail Joe to 
schedule an appointment 
and get a quote today!

815-562-5596
x214 for appointment.

JOSEPH.MEADOWS@DIMONDBROS.COM

SEPH.MEADOWS@DIMONDBROS.COM

Joe 
Meadows 02

17
20

21

NEED HEALTH 
INSURANCE? 

- Guaranteed issue
- No Pre-existing Conditions

- Lower Premiums with  
Tax Credits

- Dental options, too

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois Secretary of State and State 
Librarian Jesse White is awarding $1,142,645 in CARES 
Act funding to 292 Illinois libraries, school districts and 
library systems. CARES Act funding was provided to the 
Illinois State Library from the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services to prevent, prepare for and respond to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Our public libraries and schools continue to be the 
cornerstones of our communities, and they have never 
been more important to their patrons and students,” said 
White. “We have to ensure they are safe and accessible 
to everyone. I am pleased to award these grants through 
the Illinois State Library to assist librarians, patrons and 
school districts during this unprecedented time.”

Illinois libraries, school districts and library systems 
are receiving CARES Act funding for three purposes:

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for Illinois 
Public Libraries: 218 public libraries received a total 
of $157,580. To assist libraries in addressing the un-
foreseen consequences of COVID-19, public library 
agencies could apply for up to $500 per eligible public 
library building to address the proper handling of library 
materials and to purchase cleaning and PPE supplies, 
such as masks and acrylic barriers to ensure the safety 

of staff and patrons.
Digital Network Access: 70 school districts and public 

libraries received a total of $485,065. To assist libraries in 
addressing the unforeseen consequences of COVID-19, 
public libraries, school libraries and community colleges 
could apply for up to $10,000 to establish, or expand 
their digital network access.

Students displaced by COVID-19 and disadvantaged 
library patrons may not have reliable internet options to 
connect to remote learning or to access online library 
services and information. The State Library anticipates 
that distance education will be an ongoing need in the 
coming academic year. It is also expected that virtual net-
working, working remotely and requests for discovering 
information online may continue to increase. 

E-books: Four agencies received a total of $500,000. 
During the pandemic, patron registrations for e-book access 
increased significantly. To assure that residents and students 
have direct access to e-book collections, the two regional 
library systems, Chicago Public Library and Consortium of 
Academic and Research Libraries each received $125,000 
to purchase e-books for their member libraries. 

The Creston-Dement Public Library received $500 for 
Personal Protective Equipment.

Creston library awarded funds
Jesse White awards over $1 million in CARES Act Grant Funding 

SPRINGFIELD — 
The Office of the Illinois 
State Fire Marshal and 
the Illinois Department 
of Aging are encouraging 
older Illinoisans to keep fire 
safety a top priority. Some 
seniors have decreased 
sight, hearing and restricted 
mobility, needs that should 
be considered when creat-
ing a fire escape plan. 

In 2019, out of the 110 
fire deaths in Illinois, 47.6 
percent of those deaths 
were people over the age 
of 60. According to the 
United States Fire Admin-
istration, older adults face 
the greatest relative risk 
of dying in a fire. In 2018, 
older adults represented 16 
percent of the United States 
population but suffered 42 
percent of all fire deaths. 
Those who are 85 and older 
were 3.8 times more likely 

to die in a fire than the total 
population.

“As the population of 
older adults increases, it’s 
essential to take the neces-
sary steps to stay safe. Peo-
ple 65 and older, are twice as 
likely to be killed or injured 
by fires compared to the 
population at large. Speak 
with building managers 
and/or your family to en-
sure smoke/CO alarms are 
working properly. Check 
on elderly neighbors and 
encourage them to talk 
about their fire escape plans. 
Practice your escape plan 
to see if you can execute 
your plan and time it takes 
to escape. Keep a telephone 
nearby, along with emer-
gency phone numbers so 
that you can communicate 
with emergency personnel 
if you’re trapped in your 
room by fire or smoke,” said 

OSFM encourages older Illinoisans 
to practice fire safety

Illinois State Fire Marshal 
Matt Perez.

“In addition to discuss-
ing and creating an escape 
plan with your loved ones, 
the Illinois Department on 
Aging offers an Emergency 
Home Response Service 
(EHRS) - available to 
individuals over the age 
of 60 who meet eligibility 
requirements. EHRS pro-
vides an extra level of pro-
tection and peace of mind,” 
said Paula Basta, Director 
of IDoA. “Our Emergency 
Home Response Service is 
a 24-hour, two-way voice 
communication system 
that, when activated, links 
to assistance outside the 
home. Once you press the 
button, help will be on its 
way in any home emer-
gency.” 

An alarming trend has 
been noted by fire depart-
ments in Illinois and across 
the nation of accidents in-
volving people who depend 
on oxygen. The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) report 
that 89 percent of deaths 
related to fire and home 

oxygen use are caused by 
smoking. Never smoke or 
allow someone to smoke 
around oxygen tanks. Post 
NO SMOKING signs in 
every room of your home. 
Keep oxygen containers at 
least 5-10 feet away from 
any heat source. Store ox-
ygen canisters safely and 
securely in the upright posi-
tion, away from any type of 
heat source in an approved 
oxygen storage cart.

Keep these tips in mind 
to create a fire safe home:

Know two ways out of 
every room. Practice using 
both ways. 

Remove any items that 
may block your way out 
of the room or your home.

Discuss your fire es-
cape plan with family and 
neighbors. Contact your 
building manager    or fire 
department to discuss your 
plan if you need extra help 
escaping.

Keep eyeglasses, keys, 
hearing aids and a phone 
within reach next to your 
bed.

Practice your home fire 
escape drill twice a year.

Obituaries

Darrell Davis

ROCHELLE — Paulette L. Harvey, 69, of Rochelle, 
passed away on Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2022 at the Rochelle 
Community Hospital. 

Arrangements are pending at the Unger Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 North Sixth Street, Rochelle. Visit 
www.UngerHorner.com.

Paulette Harvey

SPRINGFIELD  – 
The federal government 
has notified all states of 
COVID-19 vaccine deliv-
ery delays across the entire 
country due to adverse 
weather and road condi-
tions. 

To help offset delayed 
vaccine deliveries, the 
State of Illinois proactively 
ordered vaccine to be deliv-
ered to its Strategic Nation-
al Stockpile Receipt, Store, 
and Stage site in anticipa-
tion of adverse weather. 
Illinois is distributing that 
vaccine to many providers 
around the state today and 
tomorrow, as weather per-
mits, to continue to support 

vaccination operations.
The U.S. Department 

of Health and Human 
Services and Operation 
Warp Speed are projecting 
adverse weather impacts to 
operations at its partner and 
carrier facilities where vac-
cines and ancillary supply 
kits originate. HHS/OWS 
have advised that many reg-
ularly projected deliveries 
that were set for Tuesday 
would be significantly im-
pacted by adverse weather 
occurring across the U.S. 
These impacts could con-
tinue throughout the week 
and could be affected by 
additional adverse weather 
projected later in the week.

Weather causing federal 
vaccine delivery delays
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Any arrests listed in this 
paper are merely charges 
and the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.
Please note that all police 
reports received from 
the Rochelle Police, the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will not 
be considered or honored 
at any time.

Report policy

Looking for a 
new CPA?

We do income taxes, payroll & bookkeeping.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA
provides tax planning, preparation, & compliance 

services to tax-exempt entities, individuals, & 
businesses. She has more than 18 years of 

experience in income tax, compilation, payroll tax, 
& sales tax preparation. She is a Licensed Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) & an Enrolled Agent (EA) 

& Certified Online Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS
has 17 years of tax preparation experience. 

She holds a Master’s Degree in Taxation & is a 
Licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA). Make 
an appointment to see her today at the Rochelle 
or Stillman Valley office. She is a Certified Online 

Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

ROCHELLE OFFICE:
604 N Main St #2

815.561.8979

STILLMAN OFFICE:
202 N. Walnut
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com 01202021

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

02
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21

We Accept Most Insurances and Patients Without Insurance

$35 
cash 

Special for 
Sports 

Physical

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Davis Family  
Health LLC
1212 Currency Court 

Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500
Appointments Available  

Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
Most insurances accepted.

12
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20
20

Always Welcoming 
New Patients!

We Fix Boo Boos

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

By SARAH MANSUR
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/
SMANSUR@CAPITOLNEWSILLI-
NOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD — 
The state’s highest court 
issued new rules last week 
to help courts transition to 
remote hearings for crim-
inal cases as the pandemic 
continues to disrupt court 
operations statewide.

Illinois Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Anne Burke 
said the order “provides 
guidance for our courts 
to address the backlog of 
criminal cases created by 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
in a news release last week.

Courthouses shut their 
doors last March, allow-
ing only essential matters 
to be held in-person and 
temporarily halting jury 
trials in criminal and civil 
cases and affecting crimi-
nal defendants’ right to a 
speedy trial.

In May, the Illinois 
Supreme Court issued an 
order that directed circuit 
courts to return to normal 
operations on June 1 and 
gave local judges discre-

High court offers rules for remote criminal hearings
Chief Justice says guidelines will help address case backlog

Illinois Supreme Court building in Springfield. 
(CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS FILE PHOTO)

tion to allow for remote or 
in-person hearings.

In-person civil and 
criminal jury trials have 
slowly resumed with social 
distancing and other public 
health guidelines in place 
in nearly all counties, ex-
cept Cook County where 
in-person jury trials are 
still on hold.

The Feb. 11 order states 

that certain criminal hear-
ings, such as initial appear-
ances or non-substantive 
status hearings, can be held 
remotely, even if the per-
son charged with a crime 
objects to a remote hearing.

Other hearings, such 
as sentencing hearings or 
hearings where a plea of 
guilty will be entered, must 
be conducted in-person 
unless the person charged 
with a crime agrees to 
participate remotely, ac-
cording to the order.

Bench trials, where a 
judge decides the verdict 
instead of a jury, can be 
held remotely if the person 
charged consents in writing 
and the judge finds that 
doing so will not jeopardize 
the integrity of the trial 
process.

However, the order does 

not allow for remote jury 
trials under any circum-
stances.

The new rules contained 
within the order were pro-
posed by Illinois Supreme 
Court’s Court Operations 
During COVID-19 Task 
Force, which formed in 
June in response to chal-
lenges caused by the pan-
demic. The February order 
only applies to criminal 
cases where a person could 
face jail as a penalty.

Richard Kling, clinical 
law professor at Illinois 
Institute of Technology 
Chicago-Kent College 
of Law and a criminal 
defense attorney, said the 
latest order is the court’s 
attempt to balance the 
necessity of conducting 
criminal hearings and trials 
with the safety concerns of 

COVID-19.
“The bottom line is 

if you can’t get jurors 
because they won’t come 
in or they can’t sit safely, 
or you can’t get witnesses 
who won’t come in or 
can’t testify safely, you 
have to do something and 
that’s essentially what the 
Supreme Court did (with 
its order),” he said.

This new guidance 
expands the court’s order 
from May that paused what 
is known as the speedy 
trial law, which affords 
a person charged with a 
crime the right to a trial 
by jury within a certain 
time period after arrest, 
generally 120 days.

A criminal defendant’s 
right to a speedy trial is 
codified in Illinois statute, 
and is contained in the 
Illinois constitution. De-
fendants who are held in 
jail beyond the timeframe 
allowed under the speedy 
trial law without being giv-
en a trial must be released 
from custody.

The Illinois Supreme 
Court’s May order paused 
the speedy trial clock ret-
roactively from March 20. 
For criminal defendants 
who have been in jail since 
that time, the order ex-
cludes the past 11 months 
from the timeframe by 
which the defendant is 
allotted under the speedy 
trial law.

Chief Judge Eugene 
Doherty of the 17th Judi-
cial Circuit said the latest 
order “gives some relief” 
to defendants who may be 

unable to have an in-person 
jury trial.

“What the Supreme 
Court’s rule makes clear is 
that you can do a (criminal) 
trial by bench in a remote 
setting,” Doherty, who is 
vice-chair of the task force, 
said in a phone interview. 
“So, that’s one additional 
option that might allow 
somebody to go to trial 
that couldn’t go to trial if 
the remote option were not 
available.”

Doherty said this order 
is one of the more import-
ant developments from the 
COVID-19 task force.

“This recent rule, which 
is a temporary COVID 
rule, represents, I believe, 
an effort to clearly define 
what the rules of the road 
are with respect to remote 
hearings in criminal pro-
ceedings,” Doherty said.

Still, Kling said the 
Illinois Supreme Court’s 
May order has essentially 
paused the speedy trial 
clock “indefinitely” for 
criminal defendants who 
are jailed awaiting trial.

The question of whether 
the court has the author-
ity to indefinitely pause 
a criminal defendant’s 
right to a speedy trial will 
continue to be debated, 
Kling said.

“I am positive, that for 
years to come, defendants 
who have had trials post-
poned (by the May order) 
are going to be filing 
motions to dismiss those 
cases,” he said. “This isn’t 
going be over for a long 
time.”

“I am positive, that for years to 
come, defendants who have 
had trials postponed (by the 
May order) are going to be 
filing motions to dismiss those 
cases. This isn’t going be over 
for a long time.”

Richard Kling

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Department of 
Public Health announced 
the first case of coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19) 
variant B.1.351, which 
was first identified in South 
Africa.  The Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) confirmed 
the variant in a Rock Island 
resident.  Illinois is cur-
rently reporting 22 cases 
of the B.1.1.7 variant, first 
identified in the United 
Kingdom.

“We expected to see 
more cases of variants de-
tected in Illinois, including 
the B.1.351 strain,” said 
IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi 

Ezike.  “These variants 
seem to spread more rapid-
ly, which can lead to more 
cases of COVID-19 and 
even another surge.  Our 
best path to defeating this 
virus as quickly as possible 
remains wearing our masks 
and getting vaccinated 
when it’s our turn.”

“Having this new vari-
ant in our community 
underscores the need to 
take personal precautions 
to prevent further spread.  
Please continue to wear 
your mask when away 
from home, watch your 
distance when around 
others and wash your 
hands frequently,” said 

Rock Island County Health 
Department Administrator 
Nita Ludwig.

Cases of the B.1.351 
were first reported in the 
U.S. at the end of January. 
So far, studies suggest 
that antibodies generat-
ed through the current 
COVID-19 vaccines rec-
ognize these variants and 
may offer some protection. 
Additional studies are 
underway.

IDPH will continue 
to work with local health 
departments, academic 
partners, laboratories, and 
CDC to monitor for cas-
es. IDPH has increased 
its surveillance for this 
and other variants using 
genomic sequence testing 
on an increased number of 
specimens.

Viruses constantly 
change and new variants 
are expected.  In addition 

to the B.1.1.7 and B.1.351 
variants, the P.1 variant has 
emerged in Brazil. 

Public health experts are 
working to better under-
stand the potential impact 
of this variant, including 
how the variant spreads 
and how it affects people 
who are infected.  The 
same measures that have 
helped protect Illinoisans 
from COVID-19 will also 
help protect residents from 

the variant. Wearing a 
mask, staying at least 6 feet 
apart from others, avoiding 
crowds, ventilating indoor 
spaces, and washing hands 
frequently remain the best 
tools for preventing the 
spread of this virus, no 
matter the strain.

COVID-19 vaccine in-
formation and data can be 
found on the IDPH website 
at https://dph.illinois.gov/
covid19/vaccine-faq.

Illinois reports first case of B.1.351 COVID-19 variant
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LOCAL VIEWS

Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

I once spent Valentine’s Day on Il-
linois’ death row.

This week I couldn’t help think-
ing about the strangest Valentine’s expe-
rience I’ve ever had. I spent February 14, 
2000, in the death row visitor’s room at 
the Pontiac Correctional Center.

I was there to interview a mentally-ill 
death row inmate who had become lost 
in the system. His schizophrenia had 
incapacitated him to such a degree that 
he couldn’t assist with his appeals. 

When making arrangements for the 
interview, I hadn’t thought about it being 
Valentine’s Day. The realization hit me 
when I walked through the prison gates 
and surveyed the visitor’s room. 

Women from across Illinois were 
there dressed in their nicest clothes, visit-
ing their husbands and boyfriends on that 
day set aside for romance.

And make no mistake, folks, there 
was love in that room. 

Our society doesn’t like to talk about 
this. It’s far easier to vilify those a judge 
and jury have ruled so worthless that 
they shouldn’t be allowed to live. 

But the more striking thing about the 
room was how ordinary the men were, 
their faces could blend in at most Illinois 
diner -- or my high school yearbook. 

I shared this observation with actor 
Mike Farrell, who played Captain B.J. 
Hunnicutt on the old MASH series. Far-

rell, an opponent of the death penalty, 
has spent a lot of time visiting those 
sentenced to death.

“You know, Scott, these guys don’t 
have horns growing out of their 
heads,” he told me during a 
phone interview.  

My view on the death penalty 
has evolved. When I was young-
er, my trite philosophy on capital 
punishment was: “Some people 
just don’t deserve to live.” 

But then I met a man named 
Gary Gauger. He was wrongly 
convicted of murdering his parents in 
rural McHenry County. He served two 
years on Illinois’ death row before his 
conviction was thrown out.

I met Gauger back in 2000 when he 
dropped by my office, which was then in 
the Illinois statehouse. He told a tale of 
wrongful conviction and left me speech-
less. He wasn’t released on a technicality. 
He was freed because someone else did 
the crime.

In recent decades Illinois sentenced 13 
men to die who were factually innocent. 
And those are just the mistakes we know 
about. Wrongful convictions are a persis-
tent problem in our justice system. 

In the past two decades, I’ve person-
ally met more than 100 people convicted 
of murders they did not commit. Most 
had spent decades behind bars before 

a judge determined a mistake had been 
made. Courts and police departments are 
like any human institution: they’re prone 
to making mistakes.

My faith commands me to 
speak up. After all, Christianity 
is a religion that had it beginning 
with an unfair trial, a wrong-
ful conviction and a horrendous 
execution.

My political philosophy is lib-
ertarian, which means I support 
limited government. And let’s 
face it, there is no greater intru-

sion of government than when it chooses 
to kill one of its own citizens.

For these reasons, I’m glad Illinois no 
longer has capital punishment.

The ending of this abhorrent institu-
tion can be credited to two governors: 
George Ryan and Pat Quinn. 

Quinn signed the legislation outlaw-
ing the death penalty. It was a position 
different than the platform he ran for 
office on, but in hindsight I’m glad he 
changed his mind. Illinois is a better 
place without capitol punishment. 

Gov. George Ryan also deserves 
credit. During his four years in office, 
he moved from being a supporter of the 
death penalty to being the nation’s most 
vocal opponent of capital punishment. 
He is the man who emptied Illinois’ 
death row when he commuted 167 death 

sentences.
When he did this, many family 

members of victims were angry. They 
said they wanted the “closure” that they 
believed would only come if the person 
who killed their loved one was also 
killed. I’m sorry, but how can one death 
erase the pain of another death? 

Three years ago, I was reporting 
in Santa Fe, Texas, where a gunman 
entered a school and killed 10 people 
and wounded a dozen more. Repeat-
edly, I heard those who had lost a family 
member bemoan the fact that the killer 
was only 17, which meant he was  not 
eligible for the death penalty in Texas.

Would killing him somehow bind up 
the community’s wounds and make the 
pain go away? It’s doubtful. But that’s 
part of the mythology that surrounds 
capital punishment. 

I’m not naïve. I know there are bad 
people among us who should be ban-
ished  forever from society. That’s a sad 
reality. And that is what prisons are for. 

What does society gain by killing its 
own? Retribution? Justice?

Well, it’s time to temper justice with a 
bit of mercy.

 
Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse 

journalist. He works as a freelance 
reporter in the Springfield area. Scot-
treeder1965@gmail.com

Wrongful convictions are a persistent problem in justice system

“I personally think it’s strange how 
parents are upset about kids not being 
with their neighborhood kids or won’t be 
able to adjust to new environments every 
few years. I think it would have been nice 
to know ALL the kids in my graduating 
class and have been able to grow up know-
ing them. And although schools would 
change every few years, you’d still have 
the same people surrounding you. And 
how kids learn to adjust depends on the 
attitude parents present to them about it. 
If a parent is negative, then the kids will 
hate it. Give them more credit and be 
positive and encouraging about change. 
The concern I have is for families with 
multiple children and having to get them 
to different schools on time. It might be 
a pain in the butt but I suppose if this 
model is beneficial for the kids, it’s worth 
the hassle.”

Cristal Carr

“Why close a fully accessible handicap 
school? Central is also the oldest school?”

Rob Rose

“I think it’s ridiculous as my son would 
have to switch schools next year and then 

switch again the year after. He loves his 
school and I don’t think some kids could 
handle switching schools every couple 
years. They’d have to learn a new layout 
for each one.”

Ashley Bell

“Please listen to the parent’s. Do not 
make a decision based on the opinions of 
the district employees.”

Alisha Zinke Kirk

“I’m a former resident of Rochelle (23 
years) and raised all three of my children 
in the Rochelle schools. I, myself, was 
raised in Bryan, Texas, and my graduating 
class was the among first to go to school 
under court-mandated bussing. I attended 
school for six years in my neighborhood 
(the last class to attend the same school 
for six years), then from that point on, 
went to a different school each year until 
my last three years of high school. The 
classes following mine went to even more 
schools. 

It was a terrible system, although 
the teachers were great and the schools 
we attended were nice. Children could 
no longer walk to school from home. 

There was no sense of belonging at any 
school. The teachers never got to know 
the families. The challenge of finding the 
way around a new building every year 
created anxiety for many students. The 
number of busses and drivers required 
went way up. Time spent traveling to 
and from school increased, making for 
a long day, not only for the students, but 
also the teachers. 

Rochelle is a far smaller city than 
Bryan. The sense of community is tighter. 
Please consider, first, the negative impacts 
on the lower income families. With stu-
dents attending schools all over town, will 
older children be home first to supervise 
younger children? Will parents be able to 
easily visit with teachers at multiple schools 
without taking large amounts of time off?

There is much to consider before mak-
ing this decision.”

Nicole N. McKinley

“I guess I’ll be the odd ball out here. 
I think it’s a fantastic idea. Yes, students 
will be moving schools every few years, 
but they’re moving with the same group 
of kids. Transitioning to middle school 
and high school will be much easier and 

they’ll already know all the kids with 
the exception of the students coming to 
the high school from feeder schools. If 
you’re thinking of moving, but staying in 
the district you don’t have to worry that 
the next house that you buy or rent is in 
your child’s neighborhood school area. 
Locally, Dixon uses this method and has 
for several years. I work with schools all 
over the country for my job and I can 
tell you this is not an uncommon set up 
for schools.”

Dani Kramer

“I’m for it as well ... it also blends the 
children from all areas of our town which 
should help reduce bullying and make 
transition into junior high much easier 
as children will already be around each 
other at some point.”

Chad R. Slack

“Absolutely not. Try another method 
to get enrollment numbers up, such as 
boundary exception. There is no reason to 
bus kids away from their neighborhood - 
look how that has impacted the Lincoln 
School children.”

Laura Emke Salazar

At last week’s Rochelle Elementary District No. 231 board meeting, the 
concept of attendance center model schools was discussed. The concept 

would allow for grades pre-k through first to be moved to Lincoln School, 
grades second and third to be moved to Central School, grades fourth 

and fifth to be moved to Tilton School and May School to be closed. The 
overall decline in district-wide enrollment numbers is the force behind 

the change.
Do you think the attendance center model is the way to move forward?
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Jan. 26 - Mabel Calderson, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 27 - Peter Mangan, Elgin, $25

Jan. 28 - John D. Vandre, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 29 - Jeff Perry Chevy, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 30 - Tessa Sturgeon, New Albany, Indiana, $25

Jan. 31 - Rochelle Community Foundation, $50

Feb. 1 - Kenny R. Dougherty, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 2 - Lynette Alcock, Monroe Center, $25

Feb. 3 - Chris Haas, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 4 - Rotary, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 5 - Ellen Katoll, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 6 - Peggy Holt, Rockford, $250

Feb. 7 - Susan Helfrich, Oregon, $50

Feb. 8 - Donna Trout, LaMoille, $25

Feb. 9 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Feb. 10 - Denise Hoffman-Clark, Sycamore, $25

Feb. 11 - Tiffeny Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 12 - Christopher Norkus, Creston, $25

Feb. 13 - Roger & Susie Ahlensdorf, Kingston, $25

Feb. 14 - Judith Faaborg, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 15 - Cindy Stumph, Sycamore, $25

Feb. 16 - Tom Hartnett, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 17 - Jordan Bernardin, Oregon, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Feb. 18
Sam & Jessica South

Feb. 20
Christian Losoya

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Feb. 22
Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

Feb. 26
Natalie Powell

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

Feb. 18 (Thursday) – Mardi Gras week: Jambalaya, Hush 
Puppies, chicken and andouille gumbo
Feb. 23 (Tuesday) – BBQ chicken, pea salad, mashed 
potatoes, roasted veggies, dinner rolls
Feb. 25 (Thursday) – Salisbury steak, roasted potatoes, 
green beans, corn, bread
March 7 (Sunday brunch) – Grits, sausage gravy and 
biscuits, sausage links, eggs and pancakes

*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike Road, 

Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless otherwise 
stated. A kid’s menu is available each serving date and 
includes peanut butter and jelly, corn dog with chips or 
chicken nuggets. Please note that all menus are subject 
to change.  Serving is from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday and Thursday. Sunday brunch is served from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The menu is always available on the 
answering machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit www.
KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

OGLE COUNTY – 
Residents across North-
west Illinois have con-
tinued to face sub-zero 
temperatures as more 
snow fell in the area. The 
American Red Cross has 
safety tips to help you 
prepare and deal with this 
winter weather.

Out in the cold
Description automat-

ically generated.
Be aware of the wind 

chill. Avoid staying in the 
cold too long.

Wear layers of cloth-
ing to stay warm, along 
with a hat, mittens and 
waterproof, insulated 
boots to keep feet warm 
and dry. Avoid unneces-
sary exposure of any part 
of the body to the cold.

Be careful when tack-
ling strenuous tasks like 
shoveling snow in cold 
temperatures. Take fre-
quent breaks from the 

cold.
Drink plenty of warm 

fluids or warm water 
but avoid caffeine and 
alcohol.

Get out of the cold 
immediately if the signs 
of hypothermia and frost-
bite appear.

Check on your neigh-
bors, especially elderly 
people living alone, peo-
ple with disabilities and 
children.

At home
Bring family pets in-

doors. If that’s not pos-
sible, provide adequate 
shelter to keep them 
warm and make sure they 
can get to unfrozen water.

Prevent frozen pipes. 
Open cabinet doors to let 
warm air circulate around 
water pipes. Let the cold 
water drip from the faucet 
served by exposed pipes.

Do not use a stove or 
oven to heat the home. 

Keep a glass or metal fire 
screen around the fire-
place and never leave a 
fireplace fire unattended.

If using a space heater, 
place it on a level, hard, 
nonflammable surface. 
Don’t place it on rugs 
and carpets, or near bed-
ding and drapes. Keep 
children and pets away 
from the space heater 
and do not use it to dry 
wet clothing. Plug space 
heater power cords di-
rectly into outlets – never 
into an extension cord. 
Turn the space heater off 
when leaving the room or 
going to sleep.

If the power goes out, 
use generators correctly. 
Never operate a genera-
tor inside the home, in-
cluding the basement or 
garage. Do not hook up a 
generator directly to the 
home’s wiring. The safest 
thing to do is to connect 
the equipment needed 

directly to the outlets on 
the generator.

On the road
Stay off the road 

during sever weather, if 
possible.

Carry an emergency 
preparedness kit in the 
trunk.

Keep the car’s gas tank 
full for emergency use 
and to keep the fuel line 
from freezing.

Make sure everyone 
has their seat belts on and 
give your full attention to 
the road.

Don’t follow other 
vehicles too closely. Sud-
den stops are difficult on 
snowy roadways.

Don’t use cruise con-
trol when driving in 
winter weather.

Don’t  pass snow-
plows.

Know that ramps, 
bridges and overpasses 
freeze before roadways.      

Red Cross offers safety tips 
for extreme cold and snow
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Now is a great 
time to adopt a 

pet! Call  
Tails today!

Zuma ______________
Hi, my name is Zuma and I’d like to be your new BFF! At only 
1.5 years old I have had a really hard time finding my one, 
true “furever” home. I’m on the hunt for a family that will train 
me diligently and love me unconditionally. I enjoy long walks, 
chewing on yummy snacks and snuggling up to my human in 
the morning. I am house and crate trained. I am a super smart 
cookie and know lots of commands, but I really want to learn 
more. I don’t mind kids as long as they don’t invade my space 
too much and dogs are cool, too! But I HATE cats! They are 
such pesky little creatures. My ideal home would be one that is 
ready and willing to train me new things and give me lots and 
lots of love. If you think you fit the bill, please come meet me at 
Tails.
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:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
There are over 75 million 

pet dogs in the U.S.—
more than in any other 

country
Approximately 94 million cats in 

the United States are the proud owners  
of humans

24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL CENTER:  
855-764-7661

OGLE COUNTY 
— A variety of online 
learning opportunities 
are available from the 
University of Illinois 
Extension.

Home fruit and 
vegetable 
gardening

Feb. 23, 6 p.m.: Grow-
i n g  G r e a t  Ve g e t a -
bles: Warm Season Veg-
etables — This session 
will cover warm-season 
crops which grow during 
the hottest part of the year. 
Learn how to make veg-
etables, such as peppers, 
tomatoes, and squash 
flourish while keeping 
pests at bay. Contact: Ken 
Johnson (kjohnso@illi-
nois.edu) 

March 2, 6 p.m.: Grow-
ing Great Vegetables: Dis-
eases and Disorders — 
This session will cover the 
challenges of vegetable 
plant diseases and disor-
ders of vegetable plants. 
Learn about diseases and 
wildlife pests and how to 
prevent and handle them. 
Contact Ken Johnson 
(kjohnso@illinois.edu)

Local food, 
small farm, 

and specialty 
operations

Feb. 19, noon: Pump-
kin Varieties: Stateline 
Fruit  and Vegetable 
Growers Conference 

— Hear about current 
research on pumpkin 
variety performance in 
Illinois and successful 
weed management pro-
grams for pumpkins. 
Contact: Grant McCarty 
(gmccarty@illinois.edu)

Feb. 25, noon: Regen-
erative Grazing: Could 
It Work on Your Farm?: 
Small Farms Winter We-
binars —Regenerative 
grazing is a livestock and 
land management system 
that helps improve soil 
health and reduces farm 
production costs. Learn 
the basics and see how it 
is being done in Illinois. 
The 2021 Small Farm We-
binar Series gives small 
producers access to prac-
tical tools and knowledge 
to improve their profit-
ability and sustainability 
by learning about leading 
practices on emerging 
topics in production, 
management, and mar-
keting. Contact: Zach 
Grant (zgrant2@illinois.
edu)

Feb. 25, 1 p.m.: Cur-
curbit Insect Pests Con-
trol Techniques: State-
line Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers Conference — 
Learn about the major 
cucurbit insect pests and 
control options, includ-
ing spray options, and 
discuss insect exclusion 
techniques for conven-
tional and organic op-
erations. There will be 
time for for questions and 
discussion throughout. 
Contact: Grant McCa-

rty and Sarah Farley 
(gmccarty@illinois.edu, 
sfarley@illinois.edu)

Feb. 25, 1 p.m.: Re-
search Studies on Cu-
curbit and Tomato Dis-
eases: Stateline Fruit 
and Vegetable Growers 
Conference — Dr. Mo-
hammad Babadoost re-
views outcomes of the 
recent research studies 
on cucurbit and tomato 
diseases. Contact: Grant 
McCarty and Sarah Far-
ley (gmccarty@illinois.
edu, sfarley@illinois.
edu)

Feb. 26, noon: High 
Tunnel Production Up-
dates: Stateline Fruit 
and Vegetable Grow-
ers Conference — Hear 
about current research 

on pumpkin variety per-
formance in Illinois and 
successful weed manage-
ment programs for pump-
kins. Contact: Nathan 
Johanning (njohann@
illinois.edu)

Family, food 
and finances
F e b .  2 3 ,  6 : 3 0 

p.m.: Let’s Talk Money: 
Debt Repayment Strat-
egies — Repaying debt 
is challenging in the best 
of situations, and today’s 
economic situation makes 
it more difficult. Learn 
tried and true strategies 
for prioritizing debt re-
payment and paying it 
down effectively. Explore 
options for student loan 

repayment, too. Con-
tact: Kathy Sweedler 
(sweedler@illinois.edu)

Feb. 24, noon: Get 
Savvy: Save Money on 
Food — At the end of a 
busy day when you’re 
hungry and tired, do 
you go home knowing 
you’re all set to prepare 
a tasty, healthy dinner? 
Are you happy with how 
much money you spend 
on food? Would you like 
to learn some tricks for 
eating well for less mon-
ey? Join us to get a grip 
on your food spending 
to have more cash to 
stash. Contacts: Kathy 
Sweedler, Camaya Wal-
lace-Bechard, Andrea 
Pellegrini (sweedler@
illinois.edu, cawb17@

illinois.edu)
Feb. 25, 11 a.m.: Health 

at Home: Facts on Fats 
— Fats provide body 
fuel, help absorb some 
nutrients, and add flavors 
to foods. Explore types 
of fats and their roles in 
heart health, and learn 
how to adapt recipes to be 
lower in fat or use more 
heart-healthy fats. Stay 
afterward for Q&A with 
Illinois Extension nutri-
tion and wellness educa-
tors following each free 
session. Contact: Lisa 
Peterson (lap5981@illi-
nois.edu)

F e b .  2 5 ,  3 : 3 0 
p.m.: Happy Healthy 
Providers: Mindfulness 
in the Classroom — 
Mindfulness can help 
reduce your stress and 
improve job satisfaction 
and focus. Develop your 
own mindful practice by 
learning how to main-
tain a moment-by-mo-
ment awareness of your 
thoughts, emotions, bodi-
ly sensations, and sur-
rounding environment 
with openness and curi-
osity. Contact: Michelle 
Fombelle (mfombell@
illinois.edu)

M a r c h  2 ,  6 : 3 0 
p.m.: Let’s Talk Money: 
Credit Scores Revealed 
— Why is credit such a 
mystery? What’s the dif-
ference between a credit 
score, credit report, and 
credit history? Learn this 
and more. Contact: Kathy 
Sweedler (sweedler@
illinois.edu)

OREGON — Have 
you been searching for 
a way to make dinner 
preparation simple? The 
University of Illinois 
Extension has a great op-
portunity for you to take 
a night off from cooking. 
This is also a great gift 
idea as well. 

Order 10 delicious 
meals that have been 
prepared and frozen for 
convenience. Each meal 
serves three to five people. 
Meals include: hickory 
smoked pulled pork, beef 
taco bake, BBQ meatballs, 
breakfast burritos, pulled 
pork mac and cheese, 
chicken bacon ranch mac 
and cheese, french toast 
bake, chicken fajitas, ha-

waiian chicken, and ham 
with potatoes and green 
beans. Is your mouth 
watering?

Cost for the 10 meals is 
$165. Proceeds will bene-
fit the Ogle-Carroll Ag in 
the Classroom Program. 
To register please mail 
your name, phone number, 
number of meal sets (they 
come in a set of 10 meals), 
and payment to: 811 S 
Clay Street, Mt. Carroll, 
IL 61053. Make checks 
payable to: Ogle-Carroll 
Ag Partnership (OCAP).  

You can also order on-
line at: https://go.illinois.
edu/meals. Place your 
order by Friday, March 
19. Meal pick-up is March 
23 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the 

University of Illinois Extension offering 
variety of online learning opportunities

Freezer meal fundraiser to benefit Ag in the Classroom

University of Illinois Ex-
tension office, 421 West 
Pines Road in Oregon.

Agriculture in the 
Classroom is a statewide 
educational program with 

lessons offered to kin-
dergarten through eighth 
grade. Its goal is to help 
students, teachers, and 
the general public gain 
greater awareness of the 

role of agriculture in the 
economy and society. 

Ag in the Classroom 
is offered through the 
University of Illinois 
Extension Ogle County 

in partnership with Ogle 
County Farm Bureau, Car-
roll County Farm Bureau, 
Ogle County Soil & Water, 
and Carroll County Soil 
& Water.

(PHOTO REPRESENTATION)
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

SPORTS

From page 1

“We’ve had some really 
good practices recently 
and we feel we’ve taken 
some steps forward,” said 
junior Josie Lundquist, 
who scored eight points for 
the Lady Hubs. “We knew 
they could cut to the basket 
really well and they were 
going to play with so much 
intensity every possession. 
Our defense had to be on 
point and we couldn’t be 
beat to the basket because 
that would be an automatic 
two points… We haven’t 
had a win like this in the 
three years I’ve been here.” 

Rochelle and Kaneland 
stuck together throughout 
the game, with neither 
team taking a lead larger 

than six points. Lundquist 
and senior forward Afi Gati 
sparked the Lady Hubs 
early, scoring eight first-
quarter points and helping 
Rochelle take a 12-8 lead. 
Lundquist hit Rochelle’s 
only 3-pointer of the after-
noon in the second quarter, 
where Kaneland slipped 
ahead 16-15.

Senior forward Elise 
Hayenga gave Rochelle a 
boost early in the second 
half, sinking a pair of shots 
under the basket for four 
third-quarter points. Tabor 
made three second-half 
shots and scored eight of 
her team-high 10 points 
over the final two quarters 
and overtime. While free 
throws allowed Rochelle 
to seal the win in overtime, 

those same shots doomed 
Kaneland in regulation, as 
the Knights missed 15 free 
throws including five in the 
fourth quarter.

The Lady Hubs (1-1) 
will play their next game at 
Sandwich on Wednesday, 
Feb. 17 at 7 p.m.

Fresh/Soph
The Lady Hub fresh-

man and sophomore bas-
ketball team tipped off its 
season this past week. Ro-
chelle defeated Sycamore 
27-19 on Wednesday be-
fore falling 24-19 against 
LaSalle-Peru on Thursday 
and losing 33-19 against 
Kaneland on Saturday 
morning. The fresh-soph 
Lady Hubs are now 1-2 
overall.

GIRLS: Lady Hubs rally 
over Kaneland for first win

Senior Afi Gati goes up for a shot during the Rochelle Lady Hub basketball game 
against Kaneland on Saturday. Gati scored six points in the win.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BOYS: Hubs hosting 
Sandwich on Wednesday

Junior Noah Brown attempts a free throw during the 
Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against 
Kaneland on Saturday. Brown scored 10 points.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

From page 1

“I thought we were 
gaining momentum but 
he tied the game up and 
their guards kept pushing 
us out. We made a couple 
of turnovers that were 
costly during the overtime 
period and one of our de-
fensive rotations was slow 
on Conroy’s 3-pointer. I 
thought the kids battled, 
but we made mistakes all 
night that hurt us during 
overtime.”

Trailing 43-36 enter-
ing the fourth quarter, 
Rochelle rallied behind 
junior forward Zach San-
ford, who recorded a 
double-double with 17 
points and 11 rebounds 
on 22 post touches. Ju-
niors Noah Brown, Adam 
Kemp and Ryan Simmons 
also stepped up with big-
time 3-pointers down the 
stretch. The three juniors 
combined for 27 points 
and seven triples in the 
game.

“I thought we rebound-
ed the ball well offen-
sively and we hit more 
shots in the second half,” 
Thompson said. “We 
started pressing more on 
defense late in the game 
and Kaneland missed 
some easy shots that al-
lowed us to make some 
plays in transition… We 
kept weathering the storm 
and I thought getting Zach 
more touches helped us 
wear them down late in 
the game.”

Conroy and Meeks car-
ried the load for Kaneland 
on Saturday, teaming up 
for 42 points with Conroy 
scoring a game-high 22 
while Meeks added 20. 
The Knights forced 24 
Hub turnovers and limited 
Rochelle senior Garrett 
Burdin to 15 points on 
1-of-7 shooting from be-
yond the arc. Kaneland led 
11-4 after the first quarter 
and maintained a 25-19 
advantage at halftime.

“I thought Kaneland 
played really solid half-
court defense,” Thompson 

said. “Their guards were 
quick and they gave us 
problems early. I thought 
we had some good looks, 
but we weren’t making 
shots and we were turn-
ing the ball over and let-
ting them score points in 
transition.”

Fresh/Soph
The Rochelle Hub 

sophomore basketball 
team fell 63-33 against 
Kaneland on Saturday. 

The sophomores are now 
0-4 overall and will host 
Sandwich on Wednesday 
at 5 p.m.

The Rochelle Hub 
freshman basketball team 
has finished 2-1 over its 
first three games this sea-
son. After a 44-20 victory 
against Stillman Valley, 
Rochelle defeated Syca-
more 49-43 on Wednes-
day before falling 57-22 
against LaSalle-Peru on 
Thursday.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

303 303 
APPLIANCES APPLIANCES 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has four
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH STREET AND 

NORTH 7TH STREET AND AVE-
NUES IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 16-17
200-1000 BLOCK LINCOLN 

HWY., N. MAIN STREET, N. 2ND 
STREET, N. 3RD STREET AND 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
ROUTE 24-25

SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD STREETS 
& AVENUE IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., 

LAKE LIDA LANE AREA

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCillT 

COURT FOR THE 
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE )
MATTER )
OF THE )No.
ESTATE )2021
OF: )P 13
DONALD )
CRAIG )
HOLDER, )
Deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of DONALD 
CRAIG HOLDER 
who died on MAY 14, 
2018, a resident of 
LINDENWOOD, Illinois. 
The representative 
for the estate is PAUL 
J. HOLDER, 218 W. 
MILNER, DEKALB, IL 
60115. The Attorney for 
the estate is Deborah L. 
Ullrich, 1590 E. Lincoln 
Hwy., Suite B, DeKalb, 
Illinois 60115.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed on 
or before AUGUST 17, 
2021 (DATE IS TO BE
SIX MONTHS FROM 
FIRST DATE OF 
PUBLICATION). Claims 
against the estate may 
be filed with the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, 
106 S. 5th Street, 
Suite 300, Oregon, 
Illinois 61061, or with 
the Representative, 
or both. Any claim not 
filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of 
a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the 
Representative and to 
the attorney within ten 
(10) days after it has 
been filed.
Deborah L. Ullrich
Ullrich Law, LLC
1590 E. Lincoln Hwy., 
Suite B
DeKalb, IL 60115
(815) 787-0321
No. 0220 (Feb. 17, 24, 
Mar. 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY

EVELIN )
MICHEL )
LOPEZ )Case
TORRES )No.
VS. )20 D 91
FERNANDO )
VAZQUEZ )
GOMEZ )

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

NOTICE IS GIVEN 
YOU, Fernando 
V a z q u e z - G o m e z  
defendants, that 
this case has been 
commenced in this 
Court against you 
and other defendants, 
asking Dissolution of 
Marriage and for other 
relief.
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise 
file your appearance in 
this case in the office 
of the Ogle County 
Clerk, Ogle County 
Judicial Center, 106 S. 
5th Street, Suite 300, 
Oregon, IL 61061 on or 
before April 21, 2021, 
A JUDGMENT OR 
DECREE BY DEFAULT 
MAY BE TAKEN 
AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.
Witness: February 3, 
2021
Kimberly A. Stahl,
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court
By: Megan (Deputy)
No. 0211 (Feb. 10, 17, 
24)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE )
THE )
ESTATE )Case
OF )No.
WILLIAM )2020
HOLDER )P89
DECEASED )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of WILLIAM 
HOLDER, of Stillman 
Valley, Ogle County, 

Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on January 
29th of 2021, to RICK 
HOLDER, whose 
address is 7308 Oak 
Drive, Stillman Valley, IL 
61084 of Ogle County 
and whose attorney is 
Ashley Davis of Berger 
Law Firm LLC, 418 W. 
Blackhawk Dr, Suite 
102, Byron IL 61010.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court 
of the Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
Illinois 61061, or with 
the representative, 
or both, within six (6) 
months from the date 
of the first publication 
of this claim notice and 
any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the Attorney within 
ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.
Witness,
Clerk of Court
No. 0210 (Feb. 10, 17, 
24)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE )
THE )Case
ESTATE )No.
OF )2020
PATRICIA )P84
ANN )
WHIPPLE )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
estate of PATRICIA 
ANN WHIPPLE, of 
Byron, Ogle County, 
Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
December 21st of 2020 
, to BRADLEY G. FRYE, 
whose address is 127 
Perene Ave Byron, IL 
61010 of Ogle County 
and whose attorney is
 Law Firm LLC, 418 W. 
Blackhawk Dr, Suite 
102, Byron IL 61010.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court 
of the Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
Illinois 61061, or with 
the representative, 
or both, within six (6) 
months from the date 
of the first publication 
of this claim notice and 
any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to
the representative and 
to the Attorney within 
ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.
Witness, 2020
Clerk of the Court
No. 0209 (Feb. 10, 17, 
24)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 

or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

LLiibbeerrttyy  VViillllaaggee  ooff  RRoocchheellllee  

Socially Distanced Job Fair 
Monday February 22nd, 2021 

10:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
Please bring licenses and references  

Complimentary Refreshments & Goodie Bag 

WWee’’rree  HHiirriinngg  

RNs 
LPNs  
CNAs  
Housekeeping 
Dietary 
Personal Assistants 

Full & Part Time 
Paid Time Off 
401K 
Health, Dental, Vision Insurance 
Tuition Reimbursement Program 
Nursing Student Loan Repayment Program 
Flex Spending 

Not-For-Profit Provider 

2203 E. Flagg Road 
Rochelle, IL 61068 

815.562.9800 

Positions Benefits 

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

Read and 
Recycle
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Jack

Lodico

Year: Freshman

Sport: Basketball

Jack

Tracey

Year: Freshman

Sport: Basketball

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: About 10 years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I enjoy the competitive 

nature of the sport.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: Math because I feel I will 

always need it.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Dwyane Wade because he’s 

been through many ups and downs 
but he’s still succeeded.

Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My brother Tyler Tracey 

because he always pushes me to 
be better no matter how well I do.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: Anything in basketball 
because I love the game.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Costa Rica because it’s the 
happiest place on Earth.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: I enjoy representing my 

school.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Five years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Playing with my friends and 

having fun.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: Math because I love solving 

problems.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Steph Curry because I love 

how he plays basketball.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My mom because she pushes 
me to be the best and she’s always 

there for me.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be in the NBA because 

they make a lot of money and I’d 
get to do what I love.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Hawaii because it’s beautiful 
there and I love the ocean.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: I get to be with my friends 
and play the sport I love.
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SPORTS MEET THE HUBS 
 
Q&A sessions with freshmen from the 
RTHS Hub basketball program. 
 
See page 11 for more details

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 12WEDNESDAY, FEB. 17, 2021

RTHS Varsity Girls Basketball

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021 90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois

815-562-8765
hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY FURNITURE

05
23

20
17

RECLINERS
RECLINING SOFAS

RECLINING LOVESEATS
RECLINING SECTIONALS

ALL SALE 
PRICED!

Overtime victory
Lady Hubs outlast Kaneland 37-32, earn first win against Knights since 2014

Junior Zoey Tabor keeps the ball away from Kaneland’s Kelsey Modaff during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity game against the Knights on 
Saturday. Tabor scored a team-high 10 points in the win, Rochelle’s first over Kaneland since 2014.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Varsity Boys Basketball

Hubs battle, but fall short to Knights in OT
Junior forward Sanford nets double-double in 64-61 loss at Kaneland

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ju-
nior Zoey Tabor delivered 
a big-time moment for the 
Lady Hub varsity basket-
ball team when Rochelle 
tried for its first win over 
Kaneland in seven years 
on Saturday.

With the Knights lead-
ing 32-30 and less than 
a minute in regulation, 
Tabor sprinted down the 
court after an inbounds 
pass and found a driving 
lane behind the Kaneland 
defense, converting a 
game-tying layup at the 
38-second mark that ulti-
mately sent the Interstate 
8 Conference contest into 
overtime. Rochelle then 
held the Knights scoreless 
over the entire overtime 
period, sealing a 37-32 
victory and the varsity 
team’s first win against 
Kaneland since 2014.

“We really prepared 
for what Kaneland was 
going to bring us,” Tabor 
said. “We worked really 
hard during the week to 
clean up our offense… 
We knew we had to stay 
in front of them, jam them 
up and not let them cut to 
the basket… We worked 
on our shooting during the 

week and seeing what we 
had on the floor. It was an 
awesome experience being 
in an overtime game.”

Rochelle outscored 

Kaneland 5-0 in the over-
time period, with all five 
points coming on free 
throws. Senior Sofia Len-
kaitis made a pair of free 

throws to put the Lady 
Hubs ahead 34-32 early 
in the period before Tabor 
converted two more to 
make it a two-possession 

game with less than a min-
ute to play. Rochelle forced 
17 Kaneland turnovers on 
Saturday and held Knight 
forward Kylie Holubecki, 

who had a game-high 11 
points, to zero points dur-
ing overtime.

See GIRLS page 9

Senior Garrett Burdin drives between two Kaneland defenders during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against the Knights on 
Saturday. Burdin scored 15 points in the game, which Rochelle lost 64-61 in overtime.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — 
The Rochelle Hub varsity 
basketball team refused to 
fold despite scoring only 
four points in the first 
quarter of its Interstate 8 
Conference battle at Kane-
land on Saturday.

Rochelle conceded a 
sizeable lead early in the 
game, but the Hubs battled 
back and finished strong, 
holding Kaneland to seven 
fourth-quarter points and 
pushing the game into 
overtime. Knight seniors 
Porter Conroy and Ja-
mari Meeks stepped up 
late however, sinking a 
pair of clutch 3-pointers 
including a 27-footer 
from Meeks that sealed 
Kaneland’s 64-61 victory. 
The Hubs (1-3) will look 
to bounce back against 
Sandwich on Wednesday, 
Feb. 17 at 7 p.m.

“Meeks hitting that 
27-footer when we were 
up three points was a key 
shot for them,” head coach 
Tim Thompson said. 

See BOYS page 9


