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CLIPPER 
HIGHLIGHTS

Amboy High School 
student wins Red 
Cross scholarship 

Alexis Morgan

AMBOY — Alexis Morgan of Amboy, helped save lives 
by hosting an American Red Cross blood drive this past fall 
and earned a $1,000 scholarship as a result of her lifesaving 
efforts.

As part of the Red Cross Leaders Save Lives program, the 
Amboy High School student hosted a blood drive at Amboy 
Community Building on Sept. 2, 2020, which collected 40 
units of blood. As a result, Morgan was entered into a drawing 
to win a scholarship and was chosen as a winner. Morgan 
was also awarded a gift card. 

“I wanted to host a drive for the Leaders Save Lives 
program because there is a need for blood, especially with 
everything going on in the world today. I am not able to give 
blood myself, so I wanted to find a way to help,” Morgan says.

She expresses how seeing everyone that donated or volun-
teered at the drive brought light into her life. It allowed her to 
see how everyone can make a difference. After high school, 
Morgan plans on attending college to receive a bachelor’s 
degree in business. 

See SCHOLARSHIP page A2

BLOOMINGTON – 
The IHSA Board of Direc-
tors met for a special board 
meeting on Jan. 27, where the 
Board provided an updated 
sports schedule and other 
guidance for the remainder 
of the 2020-21 school year.

“We understood the high 
level of anticipation sur-
rounding today’s announce-
ment, along with the scrutiny 
that will accompany it,” said 
IHSA Executive Director 
Craig Anderson. “Ultimate-
ly, the Board adhered to 
its stated goals throughout 
the pandemic: providing 
an opportunity for every 
IHSA student-athlete to 
compete safely this year and 
maximizing opportunities 
for traditional IHSA spring 
sports after they lost their 
entire season a year ago. I 
recognize that many schools 
and coaches could likely 
offer a tweak here or there 
that would have, in their 
opinion, made it ‘better’ for 
their school or sport. Our 
Board faced an impossible 
task with a litany of factors. 
They were conscientious in 
considering every possibility 
and I believe their decisions 
today are a positive step for 
the mental, emotional, and 
physical well-being of our 
students. We are excited 
to channel our energy into 

creating as many positive 
experiences for Illinois high 
school students as we can 
between now and the end 
of this extraordinary school 
year.”

The Board approved the 
following schedule for the 
remainder of the school year:

• Boys’ & Girls’ Basket-
ball – Practice starts ASAP. 
Seven dates before first 
game. No state series. Season 
ends March 13.

• Football – Practice starts 
March 3. First game March 
19. No state series. Season 
ends April 24.

• Girls’ Volleyball – Prac-
tice starts March 8. Seven 
dates before first match. No 
state series. Season ends 
April 24.

• Baseball – Practice 
starts April 5. Seven dates 
before first game. State series 
TBD. Season ends June 19.

• Softball – Practice starts 
April 5. Seven dates before 
first game. State series TBD. 
Season ends June 19.

• Boys’ & Girls’ Track – 
Practice starts April 5. Seven 
dates before first contests. 
State series TBD. Season 
ends June 19.

• Wrestling – Practice 
starts April 19. Seven dates 
before first contest. No state 
series. Season ends June 12.

“The Board wants to do 

IHSA announces sports to resume

everything in their power 
to prevent spring sports 
from going two consecutive 
years with no postseason 
IHSA play,” said Anderson. 
“There are obviously no 
guarantees, as risk levels by 
sport and local region mit-
igation statuses will factor 
significantly. Postseason 
could mean being limited 
to a Regional or Sectional 
level of competition, but we 
have not ruled out the idea 
of playing a full state tour-
nament in these traditional 

spring sports if possible. The 
overwhelming feedback we 
have heard from athletic di-
rectors and coaches was that 
returning to play in all sports 
should be the main goal.”

With the exception of 
football, which requires 
individuals to participate in 
practice on 12 different days, 
all sports will be required to 
hold practice on seven dif-
ferent days prior to holding 
a contest. 

See SPORTS page A2

Lee County COVID-19 Update: Feb. 1, 2021
LEE COUNTY — The 

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is saddened to report 2 
additional deaths in the coun-
ty after confirming COVID as 
the cause. Age breakdown is 
a male in his 90s and a male 
in his 100s. This brings the 
total number of deaths in Lee 
County to 57.

The health department also 
reported 2 cases were from 
congregate living facilities 
with 2 Dixon Correctional 
Center.

Between Jan. 25 – Feb. 
1, the Lee County Health 
Department has reported a 
total of 57 new cases have 
been reported including the 
case listed above. Here are the 
ages that were announced: 1 
under the age of 12, 3 in his 
or her teens, 15 in his or her 
20s, 5 in his or her 30s, 10 in 
his or her 40s, 8 in his or her 
50s, 9 in his or her 60s, 3 in 
his or her 70s, and 1 in his or 
her 80s. 

This brings the total num-
ber of cases to 2,935 as of Feb. 
1. Of the 2,935 cases, 2,435 
have recovered. They also re-
ported as of Feb. 1, 5 residents 
have been hospitalized.

Vaccine
As of Feb. 1, accord-

ing to IDPH 3,161 does of 
COVID-19 vaccine have been 
administered in Lee County, 
and a total of 543 people in 
Lee County have received 
both does of the vaccine.

Illinois is currently in 
Phase 1b for COVID-19 
vaccine receipt.  Persons 
qualifying to receive vaccine 
in this phase include:  

• residents 65 years and 
older, as well as specific 
groups of workers including: 

• Education Sector-Con-
gregate Child Care, pre-K 
through 12th grade school 
staff 

• Food and Agriculture- 
Processing, plants, veterinary 
health, livestock services

• Manufacturing-Industrial 
production of goods for distri-
bution to retail, wholesale or 
other manufacturers

• Corrections Workers & 
inmates

• United States Postal 
Workers

• Public Transit Work-
ers-Flight crews, bus drivers, 
train conductors, taxi drivers, 
para-transit drivers, in-person 

support, ride sharing services
• Grocery Store Work-

ers-Baggers, cashiers, stock-
ers, pick-up, customer service

• Shelters/Adult Day 
Care-Homeless shelter, wom-
en’s shelter, adult day/drop-in 
programs, sheltered work-
shop, psycho-social rehab

If you qualify for 1b based 
on the above criteria, you can 
use this link:  http://bit.ly/39G-
TrMS.  Once you’ve signed 
up at this link, you are placed 
on our call list. You will be 
contacted when we have an 
available appointment for 
you. The Lee County Health 
Department  understand that 
many residents are very anx-
ious to receive their vaccine, 
but asks for your patience. 
This will be a lengthy process 
as long as counties continue 
to receive limited allocations 
of vaccine each week. Good 
news:  there will likely be 
additional vaccine providers 
in our community in the near 
future. 

The Lee County Health 
Department asks that resi-
dents refrain from calling or 
messaging us to see if you 
are on the list. If you com-

plete the form on the link, 
you are. They are inundated 
with calls and messages, and 
when people double check, 
it slows us down even more. 
There will be vaccine avail-
able for anyone who wants it 
eventually. The Lee County 
Health Department  also 
asks if you qualify based on 
your profession, please check 
with your employer before 
registering, because we are 
currently coordinating with 
many employers for all their 
staff who want the vaccine.

The Lee County Health 
Department thanks the com-
munity for its continued 
support. 

LEE COUNTY — The Lee-Ogle-Whiteside Regional 
Spelling Bee will be held on Thursday, Feb. 18, at Dixon 
High School. Sponsors are Sauk Valley Media, The First 
National Bank in Amboy, and Lee-Ogle-Whiteside Regional 
Office of Education. 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Spelling Bee will not be 
open to the public but only to parents of participants.

Five finalists from the Lee-Ogle-Whiteside elementary 
and middle school students in grades fifth through eighth will 
compete for the regional championship. The winner receives 
an all-expense paid trip to National Harbor, Maryland to com-
pete in the Scripps National Spelling Bee at the end of May.

Prizes include Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 
Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, Amazon.com 
gift cards, 2021 United States Mint Proof Set, Encyclopedia 
Britannica online subscription, medals, and pins.

Lee County Spelling 
Bee set for Feb. 18

SPRINGFIELD - The Illinois Department of Revenue 
(IDOR) will begin accepting 2020 state individual income 
tax returns on Friday, Feb. 12, the same date that the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) begins accepting federal individ-
ual income tax returns. If a taxpayer electronically files 
an error-free return, they should receive a direct deposit 
refund in four to six weeks, if applicable. Last year, IDOR 
saw a 2.7% increase in the number of electronic filers; of 
the 6,443,623 individual income tax returns, 87% were 
filed electronically and 63% received refunds. 

“Filing tax returns electronically and requesting direct 
deposit is still the fastest way for taxpayers to receive 
a refund,” said IDOR Director David Harris. “As the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues, I also encourage taxpayers 
to create a MyTax Illinois account. With a MyTax Illinois 
account, taxpayers will be able to respond to any filing 
inquiries from the department electronically, resulting in 
faster processing and issuance of owed refunds.”  

The 2020 tax filing deadline is Thursday, April 15. 
IDOR remains highly committed to protecting taxpayers 
from identify theft and will continue to work with the IRS 
and other states to strengthen protections. Taxpayers are 
encouraged to do their part by protecting their personal 
information and staying alert to phone scams or phishing 
emails. For more tips and up-to-date information, taxpayers 
should visit IDOR’s website.

Free filing of Form IL-1040 is available through My-
Tax Illinois. Individuals may also utilize MyTax Illinois 
to make payments, respond to department inquiries, and 
check the status of their Illinois Individual Income Tax 
refunds using the Where’s My Refund? link. Taxpayers 
may also look up IL-PINs, amounts of any estimated tax 
payments made, and (when necessary) amounts reported 
on Form 1099-G with MyTax Illinois

For the most up-to-date information, forms, schedules, 
and instructions for the 2020 tax year, please visit IDOR’s 
website at: tax.illinois.gov. 

2021 Illinois tax 
filing season begins 
Feb. 12

EARLVILLE — Jim 
Bann, Director of NBE 
Bancshares, and Chairman 
and Director of Pioneer 
State Bank, has chosen to 
step down from these roles, 
effective in January 2021. 
Bann has served Pioneer State 
Bank, and before that, the Na-
tional Bank of Earlville, since 
1964 as an Officer, President 
and ultimately Chairman of 
the Board.    

During that period, Bann 
oversaw the construction of 
what is now the Home Office 
of Pioneer   State Bank along 
with the acquisition of the 
State Bank of Paw Paw by 
NBE Bancshares. Bann has 
guided the bank through eco-
nomic periods both challeng-
ing and prosperous, and, his 
wisdom and expertise have 
helped to insure that Pioneer 
State Bank is the successful 
bank it is today. 

In addition to his years 
of service to the Bank, Bann 
has also served the City of 
Earlville with great dedi-
cation, as a member of the 
IVCC Foundation Board, 
the Earlville Library Board, 

the Earlville School Board, 
as well as a member of the 
Earlville Lions Club for over 
50 years.

Michael Stevens is replac-
ing Bann as Chairman of the 
Board of Pioneer State Bank.  
Stevens, who has over 30 
years of banking experience, 
has served as the CEO of Pi-
oneer State Bank since 2013. 
During that time, Stevens 
oversaw the merger of the 
National Bank of Earlville 
and the State Bank of Paw 
Paw as well as the acquisi-
tion of Farmers State Bank 
of Sublette.

While Bann is retiring 

from an active role with NBE 
Bancshares and Pioneer State 
Bank, he will serve in an ad-
visory capacity as Chairman 
Emeritus of NBE Bancshares, 
advising the Board as needed.  
Pioneer State Bank wishes 
Bann, his wife Geri, and his 
family much happiness and 
health in the years to come.

Despite the challenges and 
difficulties of the past year, 
Pioneer State Bank remains 
both profitable and highly cap-
italized. As a true small town 
bank, Pioneer State Bank 
takes great pride in supporting 
each of the communities in 
which they serve.

Pioneer State Bank announces 
retirement of Jim Bann

Jim and Geri Bann
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Blood donors from high school and college blood drives 
account for about 20% of donations given through the 
Red Cross during the school year. The Leaders Save Lives 
program encourages community-minded high school and 
college students to host blood drives to help maintain the 
blood supply for patients in need of lifesaving transfusions. 
As the pandemic wears on in 2021, blood donations remain 
essential to the health of our communities.

Students can sign up now to participate in the Leaders 
Save Lives spring program for drives now through May 
31, 2021. For more information, visit RedCrossBlood.org/
LeadersSaveLives.

Blood donation safety precautions 
To protect the health and safety of Red Cross staff and 

donors, individuals who do not feel well or who believe they 
may be ill with COVID-19 should postpone their donation.  

Each Red Cross blood drive and donation center follows 
the highest standards of safety and infection control, and ad-
ditional precautions – including temperature checks, social 
distancing and face coverings for donors and staff – have 
been implemented to help protect the health of all those in 
attendance. Donors are asked to schedule an appointment 
prior to arriving at the drive and are required to wear a face 
covering or mask while at the drive, in alignment with Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention public guidance.    

Simply download the American Red Cross Blood Donor 
App, visit RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or enable the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa 
Echo device to make an appointment or for more information. 

Holding multiple practices on a date does not impact 
that timeline. If student-athletes transition from basketball 
into football, they will need to participate in practice on 10 
different days prior to their first contest. Winter sport contests 
could begin as early as Jan. 27, dependent on when a school’s 
Region reached the appropriate mitigation status and when 
they began practices.

The IHSA Sports Medicine Advisory Committee (SMAC) 
issued a statement reminding all student-athletes, coaches, 
and schools on the importance of acclimatization:

“The IHSA SMAC reminds member schools that stu-
dent-athletes may need additional conditioning in order to 
participate in a full schedule this season. In addition to season/
practice requirements, care needs to be given to each student’s 
individual acclimation as they return to play. When building 
schedules, attention needs to be given to academic pressure, 
changes from in-person to remote learning, changes between 
tiers of mitigation, time spent traveling to events, appropriate 
time to practice/learn the sport between games, etc. to ensure 
the student experience truly enhances the academic day.”

IHSA guidelines require all student-athletes to partici-
pate in masks (with the exception of swimming & diving, 
gymnasts on an apparatus and outdoor events where social 
distancing can occur) and for all game personnel not par-
ticipating in the contest to also wear masks and adhere to 
social distancing.

“We still have regions of the state that need to make 
strides in order be able to play basketball this winter,” said 

Anderson. “That underscores the importance of our schools 
following all the mitigations and precautions. We need to 
maintain a positive trajectory not only to get winter sports 
going, but to make sure we do not have any regions regress 
before spring and summer sports have their opportunity. We 
can all do our part by wearing a mask and socially distancing.”

The Board also agreed to consider other participation 
opportunities for a given sport, like basketball, if the sport 
is unable to be played in a specific region.

“We have said from day one that if and when we were 
allowed to play again this year, the situation would be flu-
id,” said Anderson. “We don’t feel great about the notion of 
some schools falling behind based on their Region’s status, 
but also recognize that we are running out of time and can’t 
afford to hold back the Regions that can play.”

In October, the Board ruled that students who play 
sports (football, boys’ soccer, girls’ volleyball) that were 
displaced from their traditional season could participate 
on high school and non-school teams simultaneously. The 
Board affirmed this position in Wednesday’s meeting with 
additional sports moving out of their traditional seasons, 
and also ruled that girls’ and boys’ basketball players will 
need to cease non-school team participation within seven 
days of their first high school game.

All sports that are out-of-season can conduct contact days 
through June 4. Contact days are limited to three days per 
week per sport with a maximum of six hours of contact per 
week with no interscholastic competition.

SPORTS continued from page A1

Recycle! Recycle! Recycle!
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Mary Lovgren 
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

16 W. Wasson Road, Lot 249, 
Amboy $28,900

This mobile home offers 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a large 
kitchen! Located on a corner lot offering privacy along with a 
large front and back deck to enjoy. Check this one out before 

it’s gone! Mobile Home is being sold as is.

• ELECTRONIC FILING
• FREE CONSULTATION
• REASONABLE RATES

• OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL REVUE AVAILABLE

NEIL BRINKMEIER

GREEN RIVER 
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Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!
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Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

Heart disease is the leading cause of death for both 
men & women, but preventing & controlling it is in 
our hands. Have a heart-to-heart check up with your 

doctor to make sure you are doing all you can to  
keep your heart healthy. After you’ve taken that step, 

be sure to ask us about an insurance check-up to  
make sure all your insurance needs are also  

being taken care of.

Patricia A. “Pat” Burke
July 10, 1946 - Jan. 29, 2021

AMBOY — Patricia A. 
“Pat” Burke died on Friday, 
Jan. 29, 2021 with her family 
present. 

Pat was born in Geneseo, 
on July 10, 1946 the daughter 
of Dale R. and Lois (Ellen-
wood) Sherrard. 

She graduated from Am-
boy High School, Amboy, 
and received B.S. and M.S. 
degrees in Business

Education from Illinois 
State University, Normal. 
Pat taught school in Atlanta, 
IL, Plano, Franklin Grove, 
Amboy, and Dixon. Pat was 
Kendall County Teacher of 
the Year and Nominee for 
Illinois Teacher of the Year 
during the 1972-73 school 
year.

Pat married William L. 
“Bill” Burke on Sept. 2, 1967. 

She was involved in Pro-
Life Action League, was an 
in-home volunteer for several 
hospices in the area for over 
19 years and was an active 
member and volunteer at 
St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
Amboy. Pat was a member 
of P.E.O., Amboy Civic Or-
ganization, the Red Hats, and 
St. Patrick Women’s Organi-

zation. Pat enjoyed spending 
time with her grandchildren 
and attending their events. 
She was a Chicago White 
Sox, Chicago Bears, and 
Amboy Clipper Fan.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, brother, Gary 
and sister, Virginia Wachtel. 

Pat is survived by her 
husband; her children, Brian 
(Danielle) Burke, of Geneseo, 
Julie Burke, of Bloomington, 
and Brad (Janelle) Burke, of 
Hudson. Pat is also survived 
by grandchildren Tamara, 
Emma, Andrew, Kaden, 
Kellen, Kenley, and Kaiven, 
Aubrey, and great grandson 
Ze’heir; sisters, Kathy (Tom) 
Whitney, of Bloomington 
and Beth (Marion) Deeds, 
of Champaign; sister-in-law, 
Patsy Sherrard, of Normal 
and brother-in-law, Tom 
(Stacie) Wachtel, of Lincoln. 
She is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews along 
with special friends Eileen, 
Darlene and Mary.

There was a visitation 
from 4 – 8 p.m., on Mon-
day, Feb. 1, 2021, with the 
Rosary at 7:30 p.m., at the 
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 

in Amboy. Services were 
held on Tuesday beginning 
with a 10 a.m. Prayer Service 
at the funeral home followed 
by a 10:30 a.m. Mass of 
Christian Burial at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Amboy. 
Burial followed  at St Patrick 
Cemetery in Amboy. 

Memorials in Patricia’s 
memory to Teen Turf in Am-
boy, and to the Rock River 
Hospice Home. 

The family of Patricia 
Burke would like to give 
a special thanks to Dr. Joe 
Welty for all of his support 
and to the nurses and staff 
at the Rock River Hospice 
Home. 

Condolences can be left at 
www.thejonesfh.com.

OBITUARIES

Don Clark
April 28, 1935 - Jan. 19, 2021

SUBLETTE - Don Clark, 
85, of Sublette passed away 
Jan. 19, 2021 at home sur-
rounded by family and loving 
friends, and his faithful cat 
“Charlie.”

Mass of Christian Burial 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
and committal service at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery, Sublette 
will be private. Rev. Randy 
Fronek will officiate. Pall-
bearers will be Bryan, Bob 
and Jason Williams, Bob 
Stewart, John Kehoe and 
Skip Miller. Wasmer Funeral 
Home is privileged to assist 
the family.

Don was born April 28, 
1935 in Sublette to Raymond 
Aubrey and Valeria Catherine 
(Kellen) Clark. 

In Don’s life, he was lucky 
enough to have two families, 
his biological family and 
his car family. He held both 
families close to his heart, and 
they made his life complete.

Survivors include two sis-
ters, Cora (Ron) Williams of 

Yorkville and Mary (Butch) 
Jones of West Brooklyn; 
three nephews, Bryan Wil-
liams, Jason Williams and 
Bob Williams; five nieces, 
Linda (Williams) Hernandez, 
Marjorie (Williams) Duerr, 
Jennifer (Jones) Huinker, 
Rachael (Jones) Wilson, and 
Elizabeth (Jones) Burgner; 
nine great-nephews; 10 
great-nieces; one great- neph-
ew and two great-step nieces.

He was preceded in death 
by two brothers in infancy 
and his parents.

Don owned and operated 
his auto repair shop, Clark 
Auto Repair in Sublette for 
many years. He was well 
known throughout the com-
munity and beyond for his 
love of antique and classic 
cars. He had the talent and 
ability to restore cars dete-
riorated by age to original 
condition. His knowledge of 
engine repair and restoration 
was sought after by people 
from all across the country. 

If Don did not know how to 
fix it, then no one could. His 
ingenuity and resourceful-
ness enhanced his reputation 
and people fully respected 
his knowledge and abilities, 
probably more than he ever 
knew.

Memorials may directed 
to the family, memorials will 
be established.

Condolences may be left 
at wasmerfuneral.com.

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults 
by appointment only. Call 
815-284-3371 to make an 
appointment or for infor-
mation on other services 
available. You may also visit 
the website at www.lchd.com 
for a list of services available.

DIXON-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 10 a.m. until 3 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 6, at 
the National Guard Building, 
412 W. Everett. Call the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

SUBLETTE-The Sub-
lette Village Board will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 8, 
at the Ellice Dinges Center, 
202 S. West St.

MAY TOWNSHIP-The 
May Township meeting 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Feb. 10, at 
the township maintenance 
building.

STERLING-The Amer-
ican Red Cross will hold 
a Blood Drive from 9 a.m. 
until 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 11, at Sterling Bethel 
Reform Church, 230 E. 
23rd St.  Call the Red Cross 
at 800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org to make 
an appointment to donate. 
Download the Blood Donor 
App.

LEE CENTER TWP-
The Lee Center Township 
meeting will be held at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 11, at 
the township building, 2202 
Shaw Rd., Amboy.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy Council will meet 

at 6 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 
15, at the Community Center.

DIXON- The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive sponsored by KSB 
Hospital from 9 a.m. until 6 
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 
the Elks Lodge, 1279 Frank-
lin Grove Rd. Call Aaron Fox 
at 815-285-5836 or call the 
Red Cross at 800-733-2767 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 

Donor App.

DIXON-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 19, at the Dixon 
Home of Hope, 1637 Plock 
Rd.. Call Joan Padilla at 
815-288-4673 or call the 
Red Cross at 800-733-2767 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

Email news 
items to 
tgreen-
field@
am-

boynews.
com

DAVENPORT, Iowa — St. Ambrose University’s  Megan 
Grady has claimed the first Chicagoland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (CCAC) Women’s Indoor Track Athlete of the 
Week award for 2021, the league office announced. 

Grady, a senior, authored the fourth-fastest time in the 
3,000-meter run at the NAIA level this year with her winning 
time of 10:48.5 to gain CCAC Track Athlete of the Week 
honors. A total of five individuals made up the field in the 
event, which was part of the St. Ambrose Frigid Bee Invite. 

Grady is graduate of Amboy High School.

Megan Grady

Grady named athlete 
of the week 

Driving While License Suspended
On Jan. 23, at 10 p.m., Daniel Kessel, 28, of Amboy, was 

arrested for driving while license suspended. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail.
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OBITUARIES
OBITUARIES

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

The family of Virginia & Sylvan Leffelman 
would like to thank everyone for their 

expressions of sympathy during this sad time. 
We truly appreciate the cards, calls, texts, 
food, donations and thoughtful words. We 

are grateful for the support of the community 
and the tributes to Mom and Dad. Thank 
you to the Liberty Court staff, residents, 

and families. Mom and Dad received 
compassionate care, while enjoying many 
special friendships. We are also grateful to 
Dr. Joe Welty for his guidance and never 
ending commitment to all of his patients. 

Finally, thank you all for honoring Mom and 
Dad by spreading kindness!

Jan & Tom McConville
Phil Leffelman

Paul & Robin Leffelman
Nancy & Jim Butler
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ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Stop here for great rates with 
Americaʼs #1 car insurance company.
Give me a call today.

Norma J. Shapiro
July 5, 1929 - Jan. 29, 2021

Donald E. Hillison
Jan. 25, 1929 - Jan. 29, 2021

LIVINGSTON, Mont. 
— Norma J. Shapiro, former-
ly of Amboy, passed away 
at her home in Livingston, 
Mont. on Jan. 29, 2021. 

Norma was born on July 5, 
1929, in LaMoille, the eldest 
of five children of Marion 
and Bernice (McCray) Hall. 
She attended school there and 
was a graduate of LaMoille 
High School. She married 
David Shapiro on Sept. 15, 
1947. 

Upon completing dental 
school in 1952, Dave opened 
a dental practice in Amboy, 
and he and Norma, along 
with their daughters, Sarah 
and Debbie, moved to Am-
boy. While in Amboy, the 
family grew to include Peg-
gy, Ned, Michael, Betsy and 
Daniel. While Dr. Shapiro 
was active with his practice 
and various civic affairs, 
Norma ran the household 
and was active in the com-
munity as well. She was a 
member and officer of the 
Amboy Woman’s Club, the 
Amboy Hospital Auxiliary, 
PEO, Central School PTA 
(for over 25 years!), the Lee 
County Republican Women, 
and the Sauk Valley College 
Foundation Board. 

Norma was instrumental 
in the establishment of the 
Amboy Depot Museum, 
and was both a volunteer 
and officer of the muse-
um commission until she 
moved to Montana in 1986. 
Additionally, she was the 
ultimate cheerleader for her 
husband’s political career 
and was by his side through-
out his campaigning and his 
service in the legislature. 

Norma’s most outstand-
ing achievement, in a life 
filled with outstanding 
achievements, was in her 
role as a wife and mother 
of seven. In her world food 
was love. Every evening, 
the family was served a 
gourmet meal, and then 

before bedtime, she read a 
story aloud to her children. 
Sack lunches were prepared 
and packed each day, with 
sandwiches made from her 
homemade bread, topped 
off with desserts which she 
baked daily. Her daughters 
started each year of grade 
school with new dresses she 
made for them. She packed 
picnic lunches and organized 
bike rides to the park, taught 
her children card games and 
then spent hours playing with 
them, took them to the library 
and instilled in them a love 
of reading, planted and nur-
tured beautiful gardens, and 
ran a happy and organized 
household. Education and 
lifelong learning were key 
components to the life that 
Norma made. If you had 
access to a library card and 
the ability to read, you could 
figure out almost anything. 
She made sure her family 
lacked for neither. In her 
mind, there was never an 
excuse for being bored. 

Norma was a finalist for 
“Mother of the Year” in 1983 
at the University of Illinois 
Mom’s Day celebration, 
but her family knew that in 
reality, she was the mother 
of not just a single year, but 
of all time. 

After Dave’s death in 
1981, Norma served as an 
alderwoman on the Amboy 
City Council, continued 
her involvement with the 
Depot Museum and various 
other local activities, and 
was appointed to the Illinois 
State Board of Elections by 
Governor James Thompson. 
Prior to her move to Montana, 
the Governor proclaimed 
a “Norma Shapiro Day” in 
Illinois, in recognition of 
her many contributions to 
the state. 

When she arrived in Mon-
tana, she once again became 
immersed in civic responsi-
bilities. She was a member of 
the Friends of the Library, the 
Depot Museum, the Upper 
Yellowstone Defense Fund 
and PEO. She was politically 
involved, as a member of the 
county’s central committee, 
and ran a bed and breakfast at 
her home. She enjoyed life in 
Montana to the fullest. Many 
a good day was spent with her 
dear friend Marge Warfield 
as they hiked the trails just 
outside Norma’s front door, 

and enjoyed a glass of wine 
afterward. On these treks and 
many other adventures, she 
was accompanied by one or 
more of her faithful, much 
loved canine companions. 

In recent years, illness had 
slowed Norma and robbed 
her of her ability to remain 
active in the community. 
Even so, she maintained an 
interest in the world around 
her, and enjoyed reading, 
(both new works and old 
favorites by Agatha Chris-
tie and P. G. Wodehouse), 
spending time with family 
and friends, and keeping in 
touch with far-flung relatives 
through regular phone calls. 
She also enjoyed occasional 
visits from her friends in the 
neighborhood. During the 
pandemic, she was able to 
enjoy regular zoom gather-
ings with her family. 

Norma was preceded in 
death by her husband, Dave 
Shapiro, her parents and her 
siblings, Lois Guthrie, JoAnn 
Cassidy and Richard Hall. 

She is survived by her 
brother, Robert (Judy) Hall; 
her children, Sarah Shap-
iro Hurley (Sarge Hoem), 
Debbie (Mike) Pontarelli, 
Peggy (Jim) Horstman, Ned, 
Michael (Gloria Deason), 
Betsy (Bob O’Donnell) and 
Daniel; her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; 
brother-in-law, Mike Cassi-
dy; sisters-in-law, Beverly 
Hall and Vivian Shapiro; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

The family wishes to 
thank her dedicated care-
givers for their care of and 
devotion to the wellbeing 
of Norma, and the equally 
wonderful hospice nurses 
and staff, particularly Alex 
Laughlin. Without their 
loving attention, she would 
not have been able to attain 
her wish to stay in her home. 

A private memorial will 
be held when COVID-19 
conditions permit. 

May Norma’s memory be 
a blessing for all who had the 
pleasure of knowing her. 

Donations may be sent 
in Norma’s memory to the 
Amboy Depot Museum, for 
establishment of a research 
area named in her honor, at 
227 E. Main Street, Amboy, 
IL 61310, or to the Pankhurst 
Memorial Library, 3 S. Jeffer-
son Ave., Amboy, IL 61310.

FRANKLIN GROVE 
- Donald E. Hillison, 92, of 
Franklin Grove, passed away 
at Generations at Neighbors, 
Byron, on Jan. 29, 2021. 

Don was born Jan. 25, 
1929, in Amboy, the son 
of Henry E. and Mildred 
(Gleim) Hillison. He attended 
school in Lee Center. 

Don married the love of 
his life, Dorothy J. Hussey on 
Sept. 14, 1948 at First Pres-
byterian Church in Franklin 
Grove and have been happily 
married for 72 years. 

He was a life-long farm-
er in Franklin Grove area 
raising corn, soybeans and 
Charolais Cattle. Don en-
joyed traveling with his 
wife and several very close 
friends. He especially en-
joyed hunting and being 
a life-time member of the 
Ferrell’s Northwinds Goose 
Club in Marian.

Don was a devoted hus-
band to his wife, chil-
dren, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. He 
spent many hours sitting 
on hardwood bleachers 
supporting local teams, 
his  grandchildren and 
great-grandaughters.

He is survived by his wife, 
Dorothy; children, Tom 
(Susan) Hillison and Susan 
(Dave) Coers; grandchildren, 
Angie (John) Shrimplin, 
Shane Coers, Krista (Zach) 
Finifrock, Scott (Ellie) Hil-
lison; great-grandchildren, 
Emily Shrimplin, Callie Jo 
Shrimplin, Henry Finifrock; 
and brother, Delbert (Con-
nie) Hillison. 

Donald was preceded in 
death by his parents, and 
sisters, Fern Josephson and 
Marilyn Engelbarts.

A graveside service will 
be at held 11 a.m., on Thurs-

day, Feb. 4, 2021 with Pastor 
Jack Briggs, officiating at 
Chapel Hill Memorial Gar-
dens in Dixon.

In lieu of flowers a me-
morial has been established.

Arrangements were com-
pleted by Preston-Schilling 
Funeral Home in Dixon.

Condolences may be 
sent to www.prestonschil-
ling.com. 

TEEN TURF
Teen Turf Facebook 

Valentine’s Dessert & 
Basket Auction 

Save the Date! We will be 
holding a dessert and basket 
auction starting at noon on 
Friday, Feb. 5th running 
until 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Feb. 10 just in time for Val-
entine’s Day. The pictures of 

the items will be similar to 
the ones won. The items are 
made to order. We will call 
or message the lucky winners 
to pick up their items at Teen 
Turf.  As of right now we 
will have the following items 
for auction: Pecan Pie, Mint 
Andes Cookies, Cream Puffs, 
Valentine’s gift basket, Gift 

Certificate, Cheese Popcorn, 
Thumbprint cookies, Dutch 
Apple Pie, Pumpkin bars 
and various pies. There may 
be other items donated, so 
please check our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/
teenturf on the Feb. 5th 
to look and bid. We are a 
non-profit Organization and 
receive no state or federal 
money. We have survived 
these many years based on 
the generosity of our com-
munity. Thank you for your 
support.

Thank Yous
We are blessed to have 

the following folks assist us: 
Anonymous donor who do-
nated their stimulus money to 
Teen Turf; Candy Robinson 
for her donation; Carrie and 
Steve Doege for cookies; and 
all of children and parents 
who support us.  
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SOCIAL NEWS

The Book Nook
By:

Tatjana Kazan
The Beauty of Your Face

AMBOY — Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Bonnell, of 
Amboy, will celebrate their 
65th wedding anniversary on 
Feb. 4, 2021. 

Donald and Kathryn Gilm-
ore were married on Feb. 4, 

1956, in St. Patrick’s Church 
in Dixon. They have four 
children: Michelle Bonnell, 
of Sedalia, Mo., Jacqui Full, 
of Scottsdale, Ariz., Mark 
Bonnell, of Pleasant Hill, 
Iowa, and Jeff (deceased) 

and Jan Bonnell, of Amboy.
They have seven grand-

children and five great-grand-
children.

Cards may be send to the 
couple at 764 Dry Gulch 
Road, Amboy, IL 61310.

Donald and Kathryn Bonnell

Couple to celebrate 65th wedding 
anniversary on Feb. 4

SUBLETTE — Delmer 
Dinges, of Sublette, will 
celebrate his 90th birthday 
on Feb. 11, 2021, with a card 
shower.

He was born Feb. 11, 1931 
and was married to the late 
Joan Dinges. 

He has five children, 12 
grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren.

Cards may be sent to PO 
Box 14, Sublette, IL 61310.

Dinges to 
celebrate 

90th 
birthday

Delmer Dinges

In the opening of Sa-
har Mustafah’s “The 
Beauty of Your Face,” 

the ugliest of human crimes 
unfolds at the Islamic Nurri-
deen School for Girls south 
of Chicago. Afaf Rahman, 
the school’s principal, is in 
the middle of her afternoon 
prayer in a makeshift closet 
when she hears a pop that 
sounds like a firecracker. 
Except it’s not a firecracker. 
A shooter is on a rampage and 
Afaf’s daughter is in one of 
the classrooms. The event, 
described calmly without 
embellishment, brackets 
the novel, whose heart is 
the story of Afaf Rahman, 
a first-generation Palestin-
ian-American.

Afaf’s father was a singer 
who played the oud, a pear-
shaped lute, when he came 
with his wife and baby daugh-
ter Nada to America in 1960. 
In Haifa, 10 years earlier, his 

family had one hour to pack 
up and leave when Jewish 
settlers forced them out of 
their home. In Chicago, he 
waited tables and at night 
went to the jazz clubs looking 
for work, only to be told by 
the club owners, “You ain’t 
singing in English, you ain’t 
singing here.”

Mama lives for Nada, the 
star of the family. Afaf and 
her younger brother Majeed 
are mere addendums. But 
in 1976, Nada, now seven-
teen, disappears one night, 
destroying every vestige 
of warmth and harmony in 
the family. Baba becomes a 
drunk, but it is Mama who 
shatters completely. She can-
not bear Afaf. Mustafah said 
of her: “She’s not the kind of 
mom that a child deserves. I 
was imagining her as some-
one incredibly broken. She’s 
displaced from her country 
when they immigrate, and 

then she loses her firstborn. 
So, grief takes its toll on her, 
and that trickles down to the 
relationship with Afaf.”

Baba gives up drink after 
a car accident and finds deliv-
erance in Islam.  Increasingly 
embittered, Mama merely 
scoffs. But Afaf, who has 
coped with prejudice and 
hatred, both subtle and 
crude, who has spent her 
young life searching for 
belonging, finds shelter in 
the community of Muslim 
women, called Muslimahs. 
When Afaf decides to wear 
the hijab (head scarf), a 
brave act because she is 
now teaching at a Chicago 
elementary school, she is 
mostly glad not to have to 
deal with her unruly hair. 
At her hijab celebration, she 
thinks that “before she could 
fathom His great bounty, 
she had loved these women 
first, could touch and gather 
their kindness in her hands, 
could wrap herself in their 
grace until she could love 
herself again.”

The confrontation be-
tween Afaf and the shooter 
ends this splendid novel. 
Mustafah gives us his point 
of view throughout, but 
wisely refrains from nam-
ing him or providing an 
explanation for his crime. 
“My endings are always in 
service to the experiences of 
my characters,” she said, “I 
don’t have answers.”

Educational Briefs
Local students named to 
the fall 2020 Dean’s List 

at Aurora University
AURORA — Aurora University has 

named the following students to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2020 semester. The Dean’s 
List recognizes full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who have earned a 3.6 GPA or higher. 
Students recognized with high honors (*) 
have earned a perfect 4.0.

Dixon
Sarah Wolf*, Bachelor of Social Work
Madalynn Wolfley*, History, Secondary 

Education
Lee

Jilliann Headley*, Human-Animal Stud-
ies, Health Science, BS

Aurora University is a four-year, private, 
nonprofit, fully accredited higher education 
institution offering students an excellent ed-
ucation while maintaining one of the lowest 
private school tuition rates in Illinois. Our 
campus is nestled in a tree-lined neighborhood 
in Aurora, the second largest city in Illinois, 
and located approximately 45 miles from 
Chicago. The university serves approximately 
6,200 undergraduate and graduate students 
across more than 50 majors and programs

LeTourneau University 
Announces Fall 2020 

Dean’s List
 
LONGVIEW, Texas —  The following 

students were named to the Fall 2020 Dean’s 
List at LeTourneau University. The Dean’s 
List recognizes students who have achieved 
a grade point average between 3.50 and 3.99 
for the semester.

Locally, Brandon Griffith, of Lee, Engi-
neering, was named to the list.

LeTourneau University is the Christian 
polytechnic university where educators 
engage students to nurture Christian virtue, 
develop competency and ingenuity in their 
professional fields, integrate faith and work, 
and serve the local and global community. 
LETU offers more than 140 undergraduate 
and graduate degree programs online and at 
LETU’s residential campus in Longview, 
Texas, located 120 miles east of Dallas, Texas, 
and 60 miles west of Shreveport, Louisiana.

Recycle! Recycle! 
Recycle!

INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

ISV Realty

REAL ESTATE

Matt Willahan
106 S. Mason, Amboy

815-218-8858
www.ISVRealty.com

ELECTRIC

815.456.7036

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

815-849-5476

CONCRETE

Concrete
Driveways
Walkways

Floors
Patios

Resealing
Free Estimates!Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
15 years doing  

business in Amboy
Over 25 Years in 

Service!
Robert Moore

Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598
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Something to Say?

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

  1 year   manual pay   $39.50
            auto pay       $37.50

 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50
               auto pay           $9.50

Non-local
  1 year       manual pay      $45.00                                    

auto pay      $32.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75

auto pay      $11.00

Phone 815-857-2311         
Fax 815-857-2517        

Website www.amboynews.com

Publisher 
Kip Cheek

kcheek@mendotareporter.com

General Manager/Advertising
Tonja Greenfield

tgreenfield@amboynews.com

Editor
Bonnie Morris

bmorris@mendotareporter.com

Office Manager/Circulation/
Commercial Printing

Mary Mays
mmays@amboynews.com

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either 
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is 
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per 
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive 
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that 
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of 
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. 
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time 
for correction before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer 
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its 
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility 
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

On This Day in History

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - noon and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
9 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday and major holidays.

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Leffelman & Associates:
Amboy 

815-857-2125
LaMoille 

815-638-2171
Sublette 

815-849-5219 09
16

20
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LOCAL NEWS
The 
Pastor’s 
Pen

Thinking beyond the 7th Generation
BY PASTOR MARK GLENN

Part of me hesitates to address this at all. In any case, 
I know that I have been wrong about many things 
in my life—and might even do a whole series in my 

church on “Stuff I Was Wrong About.” But for now, I will 
merely speak honestly about these things as I see them. I do 
not write as a Democrat or Republican. What I write here 
applies to both parties.

“Who am I to pass judgment on the servant of another? It 
is before his own master that he stands or falls” (Rom. 14:4). 
We could disagree on all that and still bear with one anoth-
er—knowing that all would be sorted out in God’s timing.

This is a different situation from all of that. This is not 
about politics. This is about our country, about the rule of law, 
and about the sanctity of human life. The country must turn 
to God’s Word, our Constitution, to the founding principles 
of this nation, to address this. And, as Christians, we must 
be the people who are shaped and formed by the Word of 
God. As a teenager in a Pentecostal church, I was taught to 
evangelize using what was called “the Roman Road.”

Here are some thoughts from Romans. From the very 
onset Paul wrote about God’s holy judgment on “deceit” and 
ruthlessness. That includes those who know “God’s decree” 
on sin but nonetheless not only do such sins themselves but 
who “give approval to those who practice them” (Rom. 1:32). 
In establishing the sin that God judges, Paul wrote of those 
who “use their tongues to deceive” as well as those whose 
“feet are swift to shed blood” (Rom. 3:13-15). 

Some will argue that any Democratic president will mean 
the loss of religious liberty forever, the inability to ever again 
protect the lives of the unborn, or some other outcome. Or, 
when former president Trump was in office, that racial injustice 
or wealthy elitism or whatever would ruin the country. Let’s 
just assume for a minute that such was true—it would still 
not justify violence from any person on the Left or the Right. 

Paul wrote: “Let God be true though every one were a 
liar” (Rom. 3:4). And to those who suggest that “if through 
my lie God’s truth abounds to his glory why am I still being 
condemned as a sinner?” Paul charged them with “slander” 
and said that “their condemnation is just” (Rom. 3:8). He 
warned about those who would serve “their own appetites, 
and by smooth talk and flattery” deceive “the hearts of the 
naïve” (Rom. 16:18). 

The truth is that many of the people making claims know 
they are false and think or thought that some outcome—raising 
money, establishing their political futures, appeasing their 
egos—would make deception all right.  I know, you say, 
“What’s new? Politicians stretching the truth. I live in Illinois 
and I am used to it.” God forbid. Paul tells us that vengeance 
cannot bring about good because of the command: “Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). 

Murder is wrong. Insurrection is wrong. Rioting is wrong. 
Terrorism is wrong. If someone says in response to the brutal 
attacks on innocent people on Sept. 11, 2001, “Yes, but try 
to understand the desperation of the people of Afghanistan,” 
they are wrong to do so. If someone says, “Yes, abortion takes 

a human life, but poverty is worse,” they are wrong. And if 
someone says—when confronted with a violent insurrection 
on the nation’s Capitol, “Yes, but what about….” they are 
wrong. And if someone says—when confronted with violence 
in state capitols and retail shops because of racial injustice, 
“Yes, but what about….” 

You cannot stand for “law and order” while waving 
away lawlessness. You cannot champion the pro-life cause 
while waving away murder. You cannot support police by 
the murder of police officers. You cannot support religious 
liberty by trashing the United States Constitution. Beyond 
that, good policy cannot absolve bad character. Character 
matters. Integrity matters. That is not just about “manners” 
or “self-righteousness” or “elitism” or “aesthetics,” but the 
ethics of Christ.

Evil means are justified by no ends. Thus, the Scriptures 
tell us, “Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good” (Rom. 
12:9). Christians have sometimes disagreed about the mean-
ing of Romans 13, but there is no interpretation of Romans 
13 that would support some of the nonsense that has gone 
in on the Left and Right in the recent past and present. The 
powers-that-be, Paul wrote, are “instituted by God,” and are 
to operate within limits: “For rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to bad” (Rom. 13:4), and the sword is to be ex-
ercised—not by Left or Right mobs—but by those legitimate 
authorities and only against “the wrongdoer” (Rom. 13:4). 

The governing authorities do not have a choice as to whether 
or not to hold people accountable for inciting and carrying 
out any violence. To do otherwise would be to cease to be a 
just society, and to empower future evildoers to do the same. 

You will hear people saying that for the sake of “unity,” 
we should quietly put such things away. God forbid. To hope 
that this all will just quietly go away and resolve itself is to 
incite future terrorists and is to do exactly what the Bible 
forbids—to “justify the wicked and to condemn the righ-
teous” (Prov. 17:15). Unity demands accountability. Justice 
demands accountability. Without such, all we are left with 
is “lawlessness leading to more lawlessness” (Rom. 6:19). 

Paul wrote, “Those of you who preach against stealing, do 
you steal? You who say that one must not commit adultery, 
do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob 
temples?” (Rom. 2:21-22). The lack of consistency is a lack 
of integrity, he warned, and that has consequences not just 
for one’s own conscience. “For, as it is written, ‘The name 
of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you’” 
(Rom. 2:24). 

People are watching. People are overhearing. Some of 
them are your children. Every family I know is divided over 
today’s political and societal unrest. Every church I know 
is too. Friendships are broken for almost everyone I know. 
And, most importantly, every survey shows that the church 
is hemorrhaging the next generation because they believe 
that the Bible is used as a proof text for the excesses of the 
Left and Right movement. You may say, “Well, we can’t 
make decisions based on what people want.” Right. If I were 
speaking every week to people who are leaving because they 

reject the Trinity or the Incarnation or the bodily resurrection 
or sexual morality or whatever, I would agree with you.

But if people are walking away not because we believe 
too much for them, but because they do not think we believe 
what we say we believe, what then? How can the witness of 
the church be rebuilt? What are the consequences? A start—a 
small but necessary start—is for the church to say, clearly, 
that violence and riots and murders and incitement are out 
of step with the Word of God and we will not—not one of 
us—spend one-second hemming or hawing about that. 

If the world rejects us because of Christ and him cruci-
fied, so much the worse for the world. If the world rejects us 
because they think Christ is just a mascot for what we would 
already be supporting or doing even if Jesus were still dead, 
then God have mercy on us. 

“Let us sin all the more that grace may abound” or “Let 
us lie our way into the truth” or “Let us riot our way to 
peace” or “Let us murder our way to life”—these things 
are all completely contradicted by the words of our Bible, 
by our gospel. The situation in this country looks bleak. We 
have been here before. The church at Rome to which Paul 
wrote would see the empire fall a few centuries later. At the 
time, they seemed pinned against the wall by Caesar and the 
imperial cult. For many, God seemed to be invisible in the 
promises he had made to Israel. And yet, Paul presented a 
gospel in which we “rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and that endurance produces 
character, and that character produces hope, and hope does 
not put us to shame” (Rom. 5:3-5). 

God is not unfaithful to his purposes, Paul wrote, but has 
always worked through a remnant (Rom. 11). Our hope of 
salvation starts with repentance, grieving over our own sins 
(Rom. 6:20-23). And our hope of the future glory in which 
we will share starts with our groaning by the Spirit, with the 
creation around us, that this is not the way it is supposed to 
be (Rom. 8:19-27). 

The times look dark, and we are tempted to despair. But, in 
Christ, we are “more than conquerors” because nothing—not 
“rulers nor things present nor things to come, nor powers” 
can ever “separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Rom. 8:37-39). 

100 Years Ago
Feb. 4, 1921

The most successful event of the 
winter for the Sublette Women’s Club 
was a cafeteria supper and entertainment 
given last Saturday night in the Armory 
Hall. The proceeds of the entertainment 
are to be equally divided between the 
library fund and the Club treasury.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hammond of Free-
port visited over Sunday with Amboy 
relatives.

Mrs. J.A. Long is spending a few 
days with Misses Anna and Ruth Ayres.

Miss Goldie Albright returned to 
Eldena Tuesday after a visit at the E.N. 
Miller home.

75 Years Ago
Jan. 31, 1946

Miss Mary Ellen Hinkle of N.S.T.C., 
DeKalb, spent the weekend here at the 
home of her mother, Mrs. Margaret 

Hinkle and family.
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Smith and 

daughter Marilyn visited the Trothing 
family and the Horton family in Rochelle 
Saturday.

Annual Firemen’s Ball, Community 
Hall in Sublette Feb. 6. Admission per 
couple, $1.25 in War Stamps, Extra Lady, 
50 cents in War Stamps.

Mrs. Emily Kohut returned to Chi-
cago Sunday after spending a few days 
with her cousin, Miss Florence Smith.

50 Years Ago
Feb. 4, 1971

 Mr. and Mrs. Leo J. Dempsey and 
Atty, and Mrs. Edward M. Sullivan 
returned home Friday from Hollywood 
By The Sea, Fla., where they had been 
vacationing. The Dempseys drove to 
Florida, leaving the day after Christmas, 
and the Sullivans flew to Florida Jan 14.

Justin Becker was honored Sunday at 
an 80th birthday party in his home here. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mead, Patrick, 
John and Mary of Genoa spent Monday 
visiting at the home of Mrs. Cecil C. Har-
rison and Mrs. John C. Mead in Amboy.

 
25 Years Ago
Feb. 1, 1996

Lindsay Shaw has been selected to 
the Illinois Music Educators Association 
All-State Band. She is the daughter of 
Les and Betty Shaw of rural Amboy 
and is a senior at Amboy High School.

Mrs. Huene’s first grade class 
celebrated the 100th day of school by 
counting 100 M&Ms, and eating a cake 
that had 100 candles on it.

Evelyn Heller, manager of Amboy 
Bottling, was featured in the January 
1996 issue of “Winners” magazine 
published by the Illinois Lottery. Heller, 
a 12-year Lottery veteran, was one of 
the first Lottery businesses in the area 
to install an instant ticket dispensing 
machine.

U. OF I. EXTENSION NEWS
Brain health exercise 

program
Many people worry about 

their memory as they get 
older. Aging does not au-
tomatically mean the brain 
declines or gets weaker. 
There are many lifestyle fac-
tors that contribute to having 
a strong brain throughout 
life. “Many people think 
that with older age comes 
a weaker brain. And that is 
simply not true,” says Karla 
Belzer, Family Life Educator 
with University of Illinois 
Extension. “Getting good 
sleep, proper nutrition, and 
regular exercise are a few 
things that can keep the 
brain strong. But brains also 
benefit from challenges and 
puzzles.” Wits Fitness is a 
free monthly brain health 
exercise program offered by 
Extension in communities 
throughout northwest Illi-
nois. Each monthly class is 
a little over an hour long and 
features several challenging 

brain exercises.
Monthly sessions of Wits 

Fitness will be held at the 
York Township Library in 
Thomson on Feb. 4, March 
4, April 1, May 6, June 16, 
July 7, Aug. 5, Sept. 2, Oct. 
7, Nov. 11, and Dec. 2. Class 
starts at 10:30 a.m. Partici-
pants can join the class at any 

time. Registration for Wits 
Fitness in Thomson is now 
available at go.illinois.edu/
witsfitness2. Classes are also 
available in Sterling, Dixon, 
Oregon, and online. For more 
information on other class 
locations, visit University of 
Illinois Extension – Carroll, 
Lee, and Whiteside home 

page at extension.illinois.
edu/clw. Social distancing 
guidelines will be followed.

If you will need accom-
modation in order to partic-
ipate, please email kbelzer@
illinois.edu. Early requests 
are strongly encouraged to 
allow sufficient time to meet 
your access needs.
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LOCAL NEWS

1. SCIENCE: What kind of charge 
does a neutron carry?

2. THEATER: Which 20th-century 
play features a character named Blanche 
DuBois?

3. HISTORY: Which ancient Greek 
author is considered "the Father of Com-
edy"?

4. LITERATURE: What were the first 
names of the Bronte authors and sisters?

5. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of nut 
also is known as a filbert or cobnut?

6. AD SLOGANS: Which brand of 
men's aftershave used the advertising 
slogan, "Be careful how you use it"?

7. MOVIES: What was the title of the 
movie in which Kirk Douglas played the 
artist Van Gogh?

8. GAMES: Which video game charac-
ter was the first to be featured as a giant 
balloon in Macy's Thanksgiving Parade?

9. MUSIC: Which Billy Joel song fea-
tured a couple named Brenda and Eddie, 
the king and queen of the prom?

10. GEOGRAPHY: What was the for-
mer name of the African country of Zim-
babwe?

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
11. A neutron has no charge.
2. "A Streetcar Named Desire"
3. Aristophanes
4. Emily, Charlotte and Anne
5. Hazelnut
6. Hai Karate
7. "Lust for Life"
8. Sonic the Hedgehog
9. "Scenes from an Italian Restaurant"
10. Rhodesia

Posting Date February 1, 2021
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601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m. - noon, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - noon
Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
Phone: 
815-857-2311
Fax: 
815-857-2517
Email: 
mmays@amboynews.com
Address:
245 E. Main Street, Amboy
Mail: 
P.O. Box 162,
Amboy, IL 61310

DEADLINES:
Mondays at 10 a.m
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping News • 
Ashton Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • Mendota Money 
Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and 
$44.60 for commercial business ads and $7.50 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will 
not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit 
customer for one insertion.

Be Your Own Boss!  
Do you have clientele but 
don’t have anywhere to 
perform your services? 
Downtown Amboy salon has 

chair rental/space available for 
hair stylist, nail technician or 
barber. Make your own hours. 

Space available Monday-
Saturday. 

Call Kirsten at  
815-994-6323.

01182021

HELP WANTED
At least 3 years experienced

Ag Mechanic
Full-time, benefits available.  

Starting wage $25/hour
Hourly wage based on experience

Call 815-849-9010 or apply in person
542 US 
Hwy. 52 

Sublette, IL 

02
01

20
21

vaessenimplementrepair@gmail.com
www.vaessenimplement.com

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2018 Chevy Traverse 3LT, AWD 
Leather, Gray .............$26,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LT, Maroon .........$30,900
2017 GMC Acadia Denali 
AWD, Maroon ...........$28,900

2015Chevy 1500 Dbl. Cab LT 
4x4, 51K Miles, Brown .$27,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Dbl. Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, 75K Miles 
Red ............................$25,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab 
Z71, 4x4, Black ..........$23,500

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir 
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec 
Black .........................$45,900 
2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, 26K Miles 
SIlver .........................$44,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Trail Boss 
Crew Cab, 4x4, 
 White .......................$42,900
2019 Chevy Traverse 3LT 
Leather, AWD, Gray .$31,900
2019 Buick Encore Preferred 
FWD, 10k mi, White .$17,500

2018 Chevy Traverse AWD 
Premier, 54K Miles 
SIlver .........................$30,500
2018 Chev Equinox FWD LT 
Sunroof, 62K Miles 
Black .........................$17,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
45K Miles, Tan ..........$16,500
2017 Chevy K-1500 Crew 
Cab, LTZ, 4x4, Silver, 57k 
Miles ............................$35,500 
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Remote Start, Power Seat, 
White...........................$15,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

Trailboss, Z-71, LT, GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Nicely 
Equipped w/ Leather Interior, Heated Seats, 41K Miles,Touch Screen 

Radio & Much More! White

$42,900   

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4

Don’t Miss 
An Issue!
Have you moved? 
Are you planning a 

move? 
Going someplace 

warm for the winter?

Don’t forget to call 
the Amboy News 

and let us know your 
new mailing address. 

Unless you call us your 
subscription will not 

follow you to your new/
temporary address.

Call Mary at 
815-857-2311

235 E. Main Street 
Amboy IL 61310
815-857-2311 02122020

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

Lost dog. Small Male 
Terrier. Tan/Brown 
with White Spots. 
Microchipped. Lost 
in the Vicinity of 
Dimmick (Mendota 
& LaSalle-Peru) on 
North 35th Road. 
Call 815-252-1797. 
Between Missing since 
Christmas day. Call 
815-252-1797Mendota 
& LaSalle-Peru 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center #275 School 
District is Seeking 
a Highly Skilled, 
Detail Oriented and 
Motivated Bookkeeper 
for the 2022 SY. The 
Ideal Candidate Must 
Maintain Accurate 
Records Which Reflect 
the Daily Financial 
Transactions of the 
School District. The 
Candidate will be 
Expected to Have 
Working Knowledge 
of Basic Cash-Based 
Accounting Principles 
and Have Experience 
in Synchronizing 
Bank Statements with 
Monthly Financial 
Activities. The 
Candidate Must be 
Able to Effectively 
use MS Office Suite 
Programs and Must 
Have Excellent 
Organizational and 
Time Management 
Skills. They Should 
Work Collaboratively 
with Team Members 
and Must Possess 
Excellent Written and 
Verbal Communication 
Skills.  To Apply and for 
More Detail Information 
go to: afcschools.net

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Chest of Drawers and 
Dresser W/Mirror, 
Excellent Condition. 
$150 Call 815-857-
2149 McCracken (02-
07-21)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 

Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet. Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing 815-762-6650 
or 815-761-3968. (02-
03-21)

ROCHELLE: Clean, 
Quiet. No Pets/
Smoking. Parking in-
Rear. Coin Laundry. 
630-858-4180. (02-07-
21)
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SPORTS

By Spencer 
Morrissey

Clipper 
Highlights

Clipper Highlights: #78 Jeremy Kessel

PLUMBING REPAIR

02
06

20
19

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 - 5
Sat. 8 - 3 • Sun. 10 -1

HARDWARE & 
BUILDING MATERIAL

1 South Commercial
Amboy • 815-857-2525

Serving The Amboy Area For Over 100 Years
Save Time, Save Money

Pipes, 
Valves, 
Hoses,
Sump 
Pumps, 
Propane 
And More!

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

18 N Blackstone Ave., 
Amboy $113,400

Cozy 3 bedroom home with a 
gas fireplace! This 1.5 story 
offers main floor laundry and 
2 main floor bedrooms. The 

upstairs bedroom is spacious 
and unique. Appliances that 

are in the home stay (dishwasher, washer, and dryer). Equipped 
with central air and gas heat. Also includes an extra lot for more 

privacy and space with a shed. The backyard features a concrete 
patio, spacious yard, and a paved path to the 3 car detached 

garage. This home is all ready for you! Schedule a viewing today.

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
02032021

REDUCED

This week’s Clipper 
highlight is one of 
the best Offensive 

and Defensive lineman we 
have had and one of the 
biggest. I’m honored to an-
nounce this week’s Clipper, 
#78 Jeremy Kessel.

Jeremy was a 2001 grad-
uate of Amboy High School. 
Unlike most three year Var-
sity starters, Jeremy would 
play in the Rowboat contest 
and then again in the Varsity 
contest. Jeremy stated, “I 
was allowed six quarters for 
conference games and eight 
quarters for non conference 
games. I would play three 
quarters in each game in 
the conference and all eight 
quarters for non conference. 
Needless to say, I was beat 
on Friday night.” 

Jeremy recalled the home 
games his sophomore year, 
having to be bussed back 
and forth from the High 
School to the Boatyard 
after switching from the 
Rowboat uniform to the 
Clipper uniform. Jeremy 
accredited those nights as a 
sophomore to learning the 
speed of the Varsity game 
and also gained valuable 
knowledge on what it took 
to lead his teams. 

Jeremy’s Junior season 
the Clippers missed the 2A 
State Playoffs by 8 playoff 
points. There were only six 
classes at that time which 
would almost guarantee 
the 1999 Clippers a play-
off spot in today’s format. 
Jeremy finished his Junior 
season earning 1st Team All 
Conference honors at both 
Offensive and Defensive 
Tackle.

 Jeremy also earned Hon-
orable Mention All Area for 
Defensive Tackle. Jeremy 
also earned most valuable 
lineman for the Clippers as a 
Junior. Like all other Clipper 
greats, what excited Jeremy 
the most following the 1999 
campaign was the amount of 
talent that would return his 
Senior season. 

When the season preview 
came out, Jeremy was listed 
at 6’6” and 265l bs. Playing 
alongside another trench 
monster, Aaron Weidman at 
6’4” 240, the 2000 Clippers 
had it all. The Clippers fin-
ished the season 8-3 in the 
second round of the 2A State 
Playoffs, losing to eventual 
State Champion, Stillman 
Valley. 

The 2000 Clippers’ two 
regular season losses came 
by narrow margins to the 
top two teams in the Three 
Rivers Conference, Fulton 
(9-0) and Riverdale (8-1). 
Jeremy earned 1st Team 
All Conference honors for 
Offensive Tackle and 2nd 
Team All Area honors for 
both Offensive and Defen-
sive Tackle. Jeremy added 
another most valuable line-
man team award to his long 
list of accolades.

Friend and former team-
mate Josh Kant stated the 
following;

“I played with Kessel 
since seventh grade. He 
was an animal and when 

Jason McLaughlin got be-
hind Jeremy it was 5 yards 
guaranteed every time. He 
played both ways and lost 
about 10 pounds of sweat 
every game. I also had to 
scrimmage against him 
every day in practice and it 
was like trying to go around 
a boulder.  He was always 
taking on double teams and 
got through most of the time.  
All in all he was a great 
teammate and leader, it was 
a privilege to play with him.” 

Former teammate, Cody 
Erbes, who was a couple 
years younger than Jeremy, 
shared his admiration of 
Jeremy’s gridiron greatness.

“A man among boys 
doesn’t even describe his 
dominance! I don’t know 
how, but he didn’t get the 
recognition he deserved via 
the local papers and area 
awards. There is no doubt 
that he should’ve been a 
candidate for All-State. I’ve 
played against and with All-
State caliber players and he 
has to be on top of that list. 
Kessel had the whole pack-
age; the size, the strength, 
the quickness and speed. The 
only thing offenses could do 
against Kessel was to run 
away from him. Nobody 
could block him.” 

Jeremy’s former quar-
terback and friend, Brian 
Jahn, provided the following 
statement; 

“Jeremy always had a 
tenacious attitude, both on 
and off the field. Whenever 
we needed to get a few yards 
for a first down or get a stop 
on defense to put the offense 
back on the field, Jeremy al-
ways found a way to dig deep 
and find that extra effort to 
make the play or help the 
team. Everyone that knows 
Jeremy knows that he was 
one of the largest Clippers 
that has ever put on a jersey 
- but anyone can be ‘big.’ 
What made Jeremy stand 
out was how he used the 
physical gifts he was given 
in a different way. He had a 

‘next level’ that wasn’t al-
ways on, but when he turned 
it on, watch out and stay out 
of his way. Or you’d get 
flattened. I remember one 
series of plays that specifi-
cally stands out when I think 
back to Jeremy’s playing 
days. In the 2000 season, 
we were playing at Morrison 
and we were struggling to 
score the entire game. As the 
game came down the wire, 
Morrison fumbled deep in 
their zone late in the fourth 
giving us one last chance to 
put up a TD for the win - we 
were losing 6-0 with under 
a minute left in the game. 
Being out of time outs, we 
knew we only had time for 
a few plays. In the huddle 
before the series, Jeremy 
looked at me and told me to 
run it to his side as he was 
going to flatten a few people 
and open a hole for us to put 
in our only TD of the game. 
So, we did - we went to 
Jeremy’s side hoping he’d 
come through for us and he 
did exactly that - the size of 
the hole he created made it 
easy for Jason McLaughlin 
to walk into the end-zone 
untouched as time expired, 
ultimately earning us a 7-6 
victory. Without Jeremy 
digging deep, finding that 
next level and giving it all 
he had and reaching that 
next level, we would have 
lost and our season could 
have gone entirely different. 
Instead, it was one of the 
most memorable games of 
the season for us and helped 
to propel us to the playoffs.

“Still to this day, when-
ever I make it home to see 
a game under the lights, 
Jeremy is frequently seen 
at the game supporting the 
Clippers and making his 
voice heard from the crowd. 
He was a passionate player 
and continues to influence 
Clipper nation in the back-
ground.”

Three great accounts 
from three great friends and 
teammates who still admire 
the way Jeremy played the 
game. 

Size, speed, strength, 
natural athleticism are what 
stands out most when we 
think of Jeremy’s time be-
tween the hash marks. What 
sticks out to me is Jeremy’s 
ability to lead, something he 
continues to this day. 

I remember it well, the 
Meet the Clippers night, 
mid-August 2000, the scrim-
mage was wrapping up with 
just a few plays left. Jeremy 
and the offensive unit were 
on the field and a penalty 
was committed. Jeremy’s 
voice was heard loudest, 
the coaches didn’t have to 
say or do anything. Jeremy 
commanded his teams’ 
respect because they knew 
what it meant to him and 
they knew in return he gave 
it everything he had on every 
down, every Friday night. 

Jeremy might have said 
it best when asked what 
Amboy football means to 
him. Even though his role 
now has changed from 
player to spectator, Jeremy 
stated, “The mentality is still 
the same, it’s always great 
to be a Clipper, it means 
everything.” 

So to #78 Jeremy Kessel, 
thank you for your contri-
butions to Amboy Football. 
Your hard work and sacrifice 
lead to your team success 
and also added to the in-
dividual success of others 
around you. Sail on.

Spencer Morrissey, is a 
former resident of Amboy 

and 2009 graduate of Am-
boy High School. In April 
2020, he created a private 
Facebook group specifi-
cally for Amboy Clipper 
Football Alumni. To have 
played Amboy football for 
any period of time, 1 year 

or all 4 years, is the only 
membership requirement. 
The group features photos, 
stories, and memories of past 
Clippers and Clipper teams. 
The best feature of the group 
is every Friday, he highlights 
a former player.

815-539-5142
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli HoursAmboy Deli Hours

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7 am – 9 pm

Sunday, 8 am – 8 pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Hunt’s 
Manwich 
Sloppy Joe 
15-16 oz

Minute Maid 
Orange Juice 
59 oz 

Yellow Onions 
3 lb bag

Jumbo LemonsWhole or 
Sliced 
Mushrooms 
8 oz. container

Red or Green 
Grape

Sale goes through Feb. 9, 2021
02032021

Totino’s 
Pizza Rolls 
Assorted 24.8 oz

Rotel 
Tomatoes 
10 oz

Jumbo Limes

Oscar Mayer Deli 
Fresh Shaved 
Lunch Meat 
Assorted 7-9 oz

Klement’s 
Brats or Italian 
Sausage 
16 oz

A-1 Steak 
Sauce 
10 oz

Hass AvocadosDriscoll’s Red 
Raspberries

California 
Clementines 
3lb bag

Daisy Sour 
Cream 
Assorted 14-16 oz

DiGiorno Pizza 
Assorted

Blue Bunny 
Ice Cream 
Assorted 46-48 oz

Bone-In Pork 
Roasts 

Cheez-It Crackers 
Assorted 7-12.6 oz

Food Club Chips 
Assorted 8-10 oz

Gary’s Quick Steak, 
Chicken or Corned 
Beef 
12 oz

“While it is February one can taste the full joys of anticipation.  
Spring stands at the gate with her finger on the latch.” ~ Patience Strong

Sale Prices Valid Feb. 3-9 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

$$339999
ea.

$$221919
lb.

Reg. Price $2.49 lb.

$$229999
ea.

Reg. Price $4.49 ea.

$$114949
ea.

Reg. Price $2.29 ea.

$$554949
ea.

Reg. Price $6.99 ea.

$$559999
ea.

Reg. Price $7.29-8.99 ea.

$$224949
ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

$$227979
ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

$$117979
ea.

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $5.19 ea.

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $5.49 ea.

5959¢¢
ea.

$$449999
ea.

Reg. Price $5.89 ea.

$$114949
ea.

Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

$$114949
ea.

$$119999
lb.

$$111919
ea.

Reg. Price $1.69 ea.

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

9999¢¢
ea.

$$224949
ea. 5959¢¢

ea.

Big Game Special – 
Double Meat on the 
16” Meatzilla

Smoked Beef 
Brisket 

$$16169999
ea.

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $6.19 ea.

$$999999
lb.

Reg. Price $12.99 lb.

$$559999
lb.

Reg. Price $7.99 lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

Smoked 
Pulled Pork
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