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BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — After 
having to cancel what would 
have been the Foundation 
for Focus House’s 20th an-
nual spaghetti supper last 
year due to COVID, the 
foundation hopes that this 
year’s event — which has 
been revamped to accommodate new COVID 
guidelines — will be more successful than in 
years past.

This year’s event will feature a drive-thru 
supper, online auction and a lunch delivery 
option on April 14.

“We decided to offer a lunch delivery option 
this year and will be having the dinner with a 
drive-thru format instead of the standard sit 
down format of the past,” Executive Director for 
Foundation for Focus House Jeni Hardin said.

The lunch and dinner will include spaghetti 
with homemade sauce, French bread, salad with 

choice of Ranch or French dressing and dessert 
with choice of fruit pie or cake. 

Lunch delivery will be available from 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. and is by pre-order only. Dinner 
tickets are available in advance or the day of 
the dinner as well.

Tickets can be purchased for $8 each by 
contacting Hardin at jhardin@oglecounty.
org or calling 815-562-5881, extension 433. 
Payment can be made with cash, check or 
credit card. 

“The money raised from the spaghetti sup-
per fundraiser will go directly to the needs 
of the youth at Focus House,” Hardin said. 

“Some examples of things 
the funds will cover are hy-
giene items, clothing, winter 
weather needs, books and 
games, appliances and sup-
plies needed for the homes 
and minor maintenance and 
repairs at the homes. Having 
to cancel both of our main 
fundraisers last year, we 
took a big hit on our dona-

tions coming in and funds that help the youth 
and the programs at Focus House.”

Along with the supper, an online auction 
is also being put together. Sponsorships and 
auction items are being accepted as well. 
Anyone interested can contact Hardin for 
more information.

Focus House is a shelter care facility that has 
been operating in Ogle County since 1975. The 
facility serves primarily in-county youth that 
need residential treatment, but over the years, 
Focus House has also taken out-of-county 
youth as well. 
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Editor’s note: This story is part of an 
ongoing “Lame Duck Look Back” series 
in which Capitol News Illinois is follow-
ing up on the major bills that passed both 
chambers of the General Assembly in the 
Jan. 8-13 lame duck session. This is one 
of several stories examining the criminal 
justice reform backed by the Illinois Leg-
islative Black Caucus.

SPRINGFIELD – A criminal justice 
package that passed both chambers of the 
General Assembly last month contains pro-
visions that would grant the state increased 
power over police discipline and standards 
of conduct starting in 2022.

The omnibus package, which was backed 
by Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul, 
has not yet arrived at the desk of Gov. JB 

Pritzker, although he has said he looks 
forward to reviewing the bill which needs 
only his signature to become law.

Pritzker campaigned on several issues 
in the bill and indicated his support, but 
has not yet said directly that he will sign it.

One of the more controversial provi-
sions in the bill would expand the scope 
of the Illinois Law Enforcement Training 
and Standards Board, or ILETSB, which 
currently oversees training and grant pro-
grams for law enforcement and correctional 
officers throughout the state.

Police certification standards would be 
made more robust under the legislation, 
with law enforcement officers placed 
into three categories: active, inactive and 
decertified. Only those with an active 
certification from ILETSB can be legally 
employed at an Illinois agency in a law 
enforcement capacity.

A decertified officer has 30 days to file 
a motion with the board for reconsidera-

tion, and all decertifications are subject to 
judicial review. Once an officer is formally 
decertified, they are prohibited from ever 
regaining certification.

Each officer will be responsible for keep-
ing their certification active by submitting 
verification forms to ILETSB every three 
years to confirm they’ve completed all 
mandatory training and have no disciplin-
ary actions taken against them that would 
result in decertification.

Under current Illinois law, officers can 
only lose their certification under very 
narrow circumstances. They must either 
be convicted of a felony or a limited list 
of “decertifiable misdemeanors” such as 
offering a bribe, theft and prostitution.

From 2009 to 2014, Illinois decertified 
64 officers. Over the same period of time, 
Florida decertified 2,125 officers and 
Georgia decertified 2,800.

See OVERHAUL page 10

Lame Duck look back: How criminal justice 
bill would overhaul officer certification

New standards will determine who can become law enforcement in Illinois

Innovative reading program leads to 
100 percent success at Steward School

STEWARD — Many concerns in the 
education world have arisen over the last 
year.  Time and time again we keep hearing 
the phrase “students are falling behind.”  The 
good news is that the students at Steward 
Elementary School are not “falling behind” 
in reading during the pandemic. Steward 
School students are evaluated at least twice 
each quarter to determine their reading lev-
els. All of this comes as no surprise to the 
teaching staff and administration.

 In fact, since August of 2015, when 
the administration gave the green light to 
teachers to try an unconventional and in-
novative framework for reading instruction, 
the student reading levels and achievement 
have been steadily climbing. In traditional 
reading instruction, all students in a grade 
level read out of the same textbook, regard-
less of students’ individual reading abili-
ties. Students are grouped based on grade 
level and have little chance to read material 

they find interesting and engaging.
In August of 2016, students in grades 2 

through 6 were assessed to determine their 
actual reading levels.  Just 10 of the 32 stu-
dents (31 percent) were reading at or above 
their expected level. The students were then 
put in small groups depending on skill level 
at that time rather than grade levels. Instruc-
tion was given to these small groups using 
books that were at an appropriate reading 
level for the members of the group.  Stu-
dents’ reading levels were assessed every 
few weeks, and the small groups were rear-
ranged accordingly.   After one semester of 
this type of reading instruction, 17 of the 
32 students (53 percent) were reading at or 
above their expected level.  The efforts of 
teachers and students, intelligently applied 
created a 71 percent increase in students 
reading at grade level.

See READ page 2

Plans underway for Focus House supper
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SPRINGFIELD – Illi-
nois children can showcase 
their artistic talents and 
consider the importance 
of art in our lives, thanks 
to a statewide art contest 
sponsored by the Abra-
ham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum and 
the Illinois State Board of 
Education.

The theme of the contest 
is “Art Surrounds Us.” Illi-
nois students from kinder-
garten through high school 
can let their imaginations 
run wild to create original 
works of art reflecting what 
the theme means to them.

Judging
Judging will occur 

across four levels: kin-
dergarten through second, 
third through fifth, sixth 
through eighth, and 9-12. 
In each level a winner and 
three runners-up will be 
selected, and one piece 
will be selected as “Best 
in Show.”

The 16 top designs will 
be displayed by the Abra-
ham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum, and 
a single winner will be 
used as a poster sent to all 
schools during Illinois Arts 
Education Week, March 
15-19, 2021.

Deadlines
Artwork may be sub-

mitted now through Feb. 
12. The winners will be 
announced in conjunction 
with Illinois Arts Education 
Week. The winner of “Best 

in Show” will also be rec-
ognized at an ISBE Board 
meeting and a framed copy 
of their work will hang in 
the Board office.

“We chose ‘Art Sur-
rounds Us’ as the theme 
this year because of the 
stories we’ve heard about 
people finding comfort 
and inspiration in the arts 
during the pandemic,” said 
ALPLM Education Direc-
tor Heather Nice. “We hope 
it encourages students to 
see the world differently, 
looking for patterns and 
beauty in the everyday 
experience – or maybe to 
highlight the fantastical 
worlds that surround them 
via their imaginations.”

Submissions
Submissions must be 

11 inches by 14 inches 
and two dimensional. They 
cannot feature copyrighted 
characters or images. More 
details are available at bit.
ly/ALPLM-ArtContest.

“ISBE is excited to 
highlight all areas of stu-
dent learning, including 
the area of fine arts,” said 
ISBE’s director of stu-
dent care, Molly Uhe-Ed-
monds. “The fine arts allow 
students to demonstrate 
their unique talents. These 
students will go on to be 
well-rounded individuals 
who are able to view the 
world through a creative 
lens.”

The Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and 
Museum, at 212 N. 6th St. 

in Springfield, is dedicated 
to telling the story of Amer-
ica’s 16th president through 
old-fashioned scholarship 
and modern technology.

The library holds an 
unparalleled collection of 
Lincoln books, documents, 
photographs, artifacts and 
art, as well as millions of 
other items pertaining to 
Illinois history. Meanwhile, 
the museum uses traditional 
exhibits, eye-catching spe-
cial effects and innovative 
story-telling techniques to 
educate visitors. 

More 
information
For more information, 

visit www.presidentlin-
coln.illinois.gov or follow 
us on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram.

The mission of the Illi-
nois State Board of Educa-
tion is to provide leadership 
and resources to achieve 
excellence across all Illi-
nois districts by engaging 
legislators, school admin-
istrators, teachers, stu-
dents, parents, families and 
other stakeholders in for-
mulating and advocating 
for policies that enhance 
education, empower dis-
tricts and ensure equitable 
outcomes for all students. 
Its vision of Illinois is a 
state of whole, healthy 
children nested in whole, 
healthy systems support-
ing communities wherein 
all people are socially and 
economically secure.

Lincoln Presidential Library 
joins with State Board 
of Education for art contest

D I X O N  —  T h e 
Lee-Ogle-Whiteside Re-

From page 1

After the 2016-17 school year, the 
small group framework was expanded 
to include first grade and some seventh 
and eighth grade students. Students 
were also given more choice about what 
books they would read as long as the 
books were within their instructional 
levels. As students progressed through 
the reading program their reading lev-
els continued to improve. At the end 
of the 2017-18 year, 51 of 59 students 
(89 percent) were reading at or above 
their targeted level. By the end of the 
2018-2019 school year the number was 
46 of 49 (94 percent).      

“As of January 2021, 100 percent 
of Steward School students in second 
through eighth grade are reading at or 
above the expected levels that were es-
tablished before the pandemic,” School 

Superintendent Lowell Taylor said. 
“In other words, despite the hardships 
beginning last spring, our students con-
tinue to thrive and we are confident that 
any students that may fall behind will 
get caught up quickly in this program.

“An administration that empowers 
innovative teaching helps students 
reach their full potential.  A teaching 
staff supported by that administration 
and willing to go the extra mile to 
construct their own curriculum for the 
benefits of their students, will continue 
to showcase the growth of students even 
during challenging times.

“As a staff we want parents and 
families to know how extraordinary it 
is for a school to be able to say, with 
evidence-based proof, that 100 percent 
of students read at or above grade level 
and we are proud of the tremendous 
student progress.”

READ: Levels at 100 percent

 
 

Number Vaccinated:  4,417  

Vaccinang Phase 1b: Essenal frontline workers 
and people ages 65+.  
 
If you are age 65+, please pre-register online at 
health.oglecounty.org. 
 
Watch for addional vaccine pre-registraon  
informaon for those that do not have access to a 
computer. 
 
We are all working together to vaccinate our county 
as quickly as we can. Please be paent as we work 
through this process.  

 
Ogle County COVID-19 Stascs* 

 

   Posive Cases:    4,693  
 Recovered Cases:  4,577 
 Deaths:        64 
 Current Acve Cases:         116 
 Posivity Rate:                              5.5% 
 

*Most current stascs available. 

Ogle County COVID-19 Weekly Update 
As of Tuesday, February 2, 2021 

gional Spelling Bee will 
be held on Thursday, 
Feb. 18 at Dixon High 
School. Sponsors are 
Sauk Valley Media, 1st 
National Bank in Am-
boy, and Lee-Ogle-Wh-
iteside Regional Office 
of Education. Due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, 
the Spelling Bee will 
not be open to the public 
but only to parents of 
participants.

Five finalists from 
the Lee-Ogle-Whiteside 
elementary and middle 
school students in grades 
fifth through eighth will 

compete for the regional 
championship. The win-
ner receives an all-ex-
pense paid trip to Na-
tional Harbor, Maryland 
to compete in the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee at 
the end of May.

Prizes include Mer-
riam-Webster’s Colle-
giate Dictionary, Web-
ster’s Third New In-
ternational Dictionary, 
Amazon.com gift cards, 
2021 United States Mint 
Proof Set, Encyclope-
dia Britannica online 
subscription, medals, 
and pin.

Regional spelling bee 
set for Feb. 18
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Looking for a 
new CPA?

We do income taxes, payroll & bookkeeping.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA
provides tax planning, preparation, & compliance 

services to tax-exempt entities, individuals, & 
businesses. She has more than 18 years of 

experience in income tax, compilation, payroll tax, 
& sales tax preparation. She is a Licensed Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) & an Enrolled Agent (EA) 

& Certified Online Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS
has 17 years of tax preparation experience. 

She holds a Master’s Degree in Taxation & is a 
Licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA). Make 
an appointment to see her today at the Rochelle 
or Stillman Valley office. She is a Certified Online 

Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

ROCHELLE OFFICE:
604 N Main St #2

815.561.8979

STILLMAN OFFICE:
202 N. Walnut
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com 01202021

BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/PHAN-
COCK@CAPITOLNEWSILLINOIS.
COM

SPRINGFIELD – Re-
publican Illinois state 
lawmakers are pushing 
back on proposed new 
standards for teachers 
and administrators that 
are scheduled for a hear-
ing before a legislative 
rulemaking committee 
later this month.

Supporters of the pro-
posed “Culturally Re-
sponsive Teaching and 
Leading Standards” say 
they’re merely an attempt 
to make sure that all edu-
cators are trained in ways 
to reach students across all 
racial, ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds. But critics 
are calling them a form 
of political indoctrination 
that seeks to inject parti-
san, liberal ideology into 
the classroom.

The new standards 
would apply to teacher 
training programs at Il-
linois colleges and uni-
versities rather than K-12 
school curricula. They 
are scheduled to come up 
for legislative review on 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, before 
the Joint Committee on 
Administrative Rules, or 
JCAR, a legislative body 
that has oversight author-
ity over state regulatory 
agencies.

If approved, the stan-
dards would take effect 
in October 2025 in order 
to give state-approved 
educator preparation pro-
grams ample time to in-
corporate them, according 
to a statement from the 
Illinois State Board of 
Education.

ISBE also noted it will 
“offer optional profes-
sional development on 
the standards to current 
educators,” but school 
districts “maintain local 
control over what profes-
sional development they 
choose.”

During a virtual news 
conference Monday, three 

Republican House mem-
bers said they hope JCAR 
will block the adoption of 
the proposed rules.

“You know, across the 
country and around the 
world, we’ve seen poli-
tics be injected in more 
and more parts of our 
lives. And the litmus test 
of ‘is someone progres-
sive enough or not’ has 
come up time and time 
again,” said Rep. Tom 
Demmer, R-Dixon. “Un-
fortunately, the rule that’s 
being offered by the state 
board of education today, 
around culturally respon-
sive teaching standards, 
is really just an attempt 
to impose further pro-
gressive politics into our 
education system, instead 
of focusing on the things 
that we know teachers, 
administrators, students 
and families across Illinois 
need.”

Demmer was joined in 
the news conference by 
GOP Reps. Steven Reick, 
of Woodstock, and Adam 
Niemerg, of Dieterich. 
Demmer and Reick both 
serve on JCAR.

Reick pointed specif-
ically to a portion of the 
new standards that call on 
teachers to “understand 
and value the notion that 

multiple lived experiences 
exist, that there is not one 
‘correct’ way of doing or 
understanding something, 
and that what is seen as 
‘correct’ is most often 
based on our lived expe-
riences.”

He also pointed to an-
other provision calling on 
teachers to “(a)ssess how 
their biases and percep-
tions affect their teaching 
practice and how they 
access tools to mitigate 
their own behavior (rac-
ism, sexism, homophobia, 
unearned privilege, Euro-
centrism, etc.)”

Another provision calls 
on educators to “(b)e 
aware of the effects of 
power and privilege and 
the need for social advo-
cacy and social action to 
better empower diverse 
students and communi-
ties.”

“Let’s be clear. This 
rule is not an improve-
ment to education,” Reick 
said. “It’s an attempt to 
interject politics into the 
classroom. The standards 
that ISBE wants to impose 
are beyond misguided. 
Requiring certain political 
viewpoints in our school 
systems is simply unac-
ceptable.”

JCAR is a 12-mem-

ber group that is evenly 
divided between House 
and Senate members and 
between Democrats and 
Republicans. Its main 
function is to review 
proposed agency rules to 
make sure they do not con-
flict with state law and to 
make sure administrative 
rules reflect the General 
Assembly’s intent when 
it passed a law authorizing 
such rules.

In most cases, the panel 
makes a finding of “no 
objection,” meaning the 
agency is free to adopt 
the final rule. Occasion-
ally, when JCAR mem-
bers have some concerns 
about a proposed rule, 
they will vote to make a 
“recommendation” that 
the agency go back and 
clarify a point or tighten 
up its language.

But JCAR also has 
authority to issue an “ob-
jection” to a proposed 
rule if enough members 
believe it is inconsistent 
with state law, that it 
would have an adverse 
economic impact on small 
businesses, municipalities 
or nonprofit organizations, 
or that it fails to meet some 
standard or requirement of 
the Illinois Administrative 
Procedures Act.

GOP members hope to block new teacher standards
Proposed ‘culturally responsive’ educator standards up for review Feb. 16

An objection may also 
be accompanied by a “pro-
hibition” against adopting 
a proposed rule if JCAR 
believes it constitutes a 
threat to the public interest, 
safety or welfare.

An objection or prohi-
bition, however, requires a 
vote of at least eight of the 
12 members. That means 
even if all six Republicans 
voted to object, they would 
still need at least two Dem-
ocrats to go along.

Carmen Ayala, the 
state superintendent of 
education, defended the 
proposed rules, arguing 
that they are intended to 
help address the wide 
achievement gaps between 
different racial and ethnic 
student groups.

“Culturally respon-
sive teaching and leading 
helped me improve the 
reading and math skills 
of every one of our stu-
dent groups when I was 
a district superintendent 
and to achieve double 
digit growth among my 
students of color,” Aya-
la said in a statement. 

“Cultural responsiveness 
is inclusive of all of the 
experiences our educa-
tors, students, and families 
bring to the classroom.”

The state of Illinois 
administers standardized 
tests each year in English 
language arts and math 
to students in grades 3 
through 8 and once in high 
school.

According to scores 
from the 2019 tests, the 
most recent scores avail-
able, only 37.4 percent of 
all students met or exceed-
ed the state’s standards 
for English language arts. 
That included 47.7 percent 
of all white students but 
only 25.6 percent of His-
panic students and 17.7 
percent of Black students.

In math, only 32 per-
cent of all students met 
or exceeded the state’s 
standards, including 41.7 
percent of white students, 
20.4 percent of Hispanic 
students and 11.8 percent 
of Black students.

Republicans at Mon-
day’s news conference 
said that’s an indication 
that schools need to focus 
more on teaching basic 
reading, writing and math 
skills, not on cultural 
sensitivity lessons. But 
Ayala argued that the two 
go hand-in-hand.

“As we help students 
recover from learning 
loss due to the pandem-
ic, giving our teachers 
opportunities to learn 
about effective, equita-
ble, and research-based 
strategies like cultural 
responsiveness could not 
be more important,” she 
said. “Every student de-
serves to feel welcomed, 
included, and accepted at 
school. Students are more 
engaged when they see 
their cultures represent-
ed in what they learn at 
school.”

Republican Reps. Tom Demmer, Steve Reick and Adam Niemerg speak during a virtual news conference to 
criticize new standards for Illinois teachers and administrators being proposed by the Illinois State Board of 
Education. (Credit: Zoom.us)

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

12022020

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level    Reduce appetite 

We Accept Most Insurances and Patients Without Insurance

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE | 1233 N. CARON RD. | 815.562.5000
ORDER ONLINE @ MYROSATIS.COM/ROCHELLE.COM

07222020

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials DINE-IN, CARRYOUT DINE-IN, CARRYOUT 
OR DELIVERYOR DELIVERY

Sunday
50¢ Boneless Wings 

75¢ Jumbo Bone-In Wings

Monday 
25% off any pizza of your 

choice*

Tuesday
Buy one pizza & get the 
same size cheese pizza 

for FREE**

Wednesday
One 16” Thin Crust 

1-Topping Pizza only 
$10.99**

Thursday
Buy One Pasta Dinner, Get 

a 2nd for 1/2 Price*

Friday
Free dough nuggets with 

any order over $20

Saturday
 Free 12” cheese pizza with purchase of any 18” pizza.

*Limit 2 per customer per day some restrictions apply. Daily Specials not valid with other coupons/offers/catering

** Additional Toppings Extra

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Davis Family  
Health LLC
1212 Currency Court 

Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500
Appointments Available  

Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
Most insurances accepted.

12
02

20
20

Always Welcoming 
New Patients!

We Fix Boo Boos
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Tiffiny Smith   (815) 561-2153
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To Place a Legal Ad
Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

To Place a Classified Ad
Kelly White    (815) 562-4171

Subscriptions and Delivery
Wanda Brimhall   (815) 561-2112
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Visit our website at

www.rochellenews-leader.com

211 IL Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4171
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BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

LOS OSOS, Calif. — 
Sharon L. Castle of Los 
Osos, California, passed 
away unexpectedly on Jan. 
22, 2021 at 
the age of 
83.  

S h a r o n 
spent her life 
not only as 
a business 
owner but 
managed to 
be fully in-
volved in her family. She 
will be greatly missed by 
her children, Kirsti and 
Rich Rose of Morro Bay, 
California, Vaughn and 
Cindy Castle of Visalia, 

California, Maleah and 
Blake Chaffee of Arroyo 
Grande, California, and 
Shawneen and Michael 

Arreguin of Rochelle; 
grandchildren, Taylor 
Nisbet, Kyle and Heath-
er Arreguin, Vaughn 
Castle, Alise Nisbet 
(Larry Haynes), Brian-
na and Adam Funder-
burgh, Troy (Melissa 
Doe) Arreguin, Wal-
ter Chaffee (Maegan 

Stewart), Anna and John 
Frady and Matthew Rose; 
great-grandchildren, Wil-
liam, Lucas, Kylie, Kaia, 
Halle, Savanah and in our 
hearts, Baby Barrett. ALBANY, Mo. — James Bert 

Cox, 84, of Albany, Missouri and a 
former resident of Rochelle, passed 
away Jan. 27, 2021 at his home.

Jim was born Dec. 
22, 1936 in Wash-
ington, Nebraska, the 
son of Thomas A. and 
May (Crom) Cox. His 
parents preceded him 
in death.

Jim graduated from 
King City High School, 
King City, Missouri, class of 1954. 
On Dec. 25, 1954, he was united 
in marriage to Normajean Shaffer.  
They lived in Parkville, Missou-
ri, moving to Rochelle, in 1962. 
While living in Rochelle, Jim was 

a computer programmer for his own 
business, Jim’s Computer Service. 
He also worked for Rochelle City 
Municipal Utilities as a safety direc-

tor. In 1999, Jim and Normajean 
moved to Albany. Normajean 
passed away May 26, 2009.

Jim was a member of the 
Golden K Kiwanis Club in 
Rochelle and a member of the 
Albany First Baptist Church.

On June 26, 2010, he married 
Rosemary Stevens. She preceded 

him in death June 9, 2020.
He enjoyed attending auctions, 

playing cards, writing inspirational 
messages, and sharing them, an avid 
sports fan of the Kansas City Chiefs 
and Royals and took great pride in 

restoring the historical Perry Home 
in Albany.

Survivors include his children, 
Beverly Wiginton of Franklin 
Grove, Janice (Ray) Nelson of 
Wauconda, Joseph (Sandy) Cox of 
Machesney Park, Betty (Marc) Van 
Tassel of DeKalb, stepdaughter, 
Ginger (Brian) Summa of Darling-
ton, Missouri; five grandchildren; 
and seven great-grandchildren.

Private family services will be 
held at a later date. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Albany 
Senior Center in care of the Rober-
son-Polley Chapel, 403 N. Hundley, 
Albany, MO 64402.

Online condolences can be made 
at www.robersonpolleychapel.com.

F R A N K L I N 
GROVE — Donald E. 
Hillison, 92, of Franklin 
Grove, passed away, at 
Generations at Neigh-
bors, Byron. Don was 
born Jan. 25, 1929, in 
Amboy, the son of Henry 
E. and Mildred (Gleim) 
Hillison. He attended 
school in Lee Center. 

Don married the love 
of his life, Dorothy J. 
Hussey on Sept. 14, 
1948 at First Presbyte-
rian Church in Frank-
l in Grove and have 

been happily married 
fo r  72  yea rs .  
He was a life-
long farmer in 
Franklin Grove 
area raising corn, 
soybeans  and 
Charolais Cat-
tle. Don enjoyed 
traveling with his 
wife and sever-
al very close friends. 
He especially enjoyed 
hunting and being a 
life-time member of the 
Ferrell’s Northwinds 
Goose Club in Marian. 

Let your local independent agent shop for 
you, and find the coverage you need.

Shopping around for  
car insurance? Don’t.

ROCHELLE  •  815.562.5596
RochelleIns.com

09282017

01032019

ROCHELLE • 815-562-5596
www.DimondBros.com

Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

Obituaries

Sharon Castle

James Cox

ROCHELLE — Donna Jean 
Bear, 77, passed away on Tuesday, 
Feb. 2, 2021 at the Rochelle Re-
habilitation Center in 
Rochelle.

Donna was born 
on Dec. 20, 1943 in 
Batesville, Indiana, 
the daughter of Charles 
E. and Ada E. (Mor-
rison) Rork. On Dec. 
19, 1961, she married 
Robert Lee Bear in Ripley County, 
Indiana. After 55 years of marriage, 
he preceded her in death on June 

10, 2017. 
In addition to her parents, she is 

also predeceased by her son, Scott.  
Donna enjoyed crocheting, 

embroidery, watching TV and 
listening to music. She espe-
cially loved going to church 
each week.

Donna is survived by her 
children, Crystal Bear, Bobby 
Bear and Mike (Juana) Bear; 
11 grandchildren, Lisa, Katie, 

Jessie, Rachel, Daniel, Dustin, Car-
rie, Kenny, Destiny, Michael and 
Angelica; six great-grandchildren; 

her sister, Sharon; and many nieces 
and nephews.

The visitation will be from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 5 at 
the Unger-Horner Funeral Home, 
400 North Sixth Street, Rochelle. 
The funeral service will be at 1 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 5 with Pastor Lowell 
Woolbright officiating.  The service 
will be live streamed on the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home Facebook 
page. Burial will follow at Trinity 
Memory Gardens in Rochelle.

Visit www.ungerhorner.com to 
sign the online guest book.

Donna Bear

Donald Hillison
Don was a devoted hus-

band to his wife, 
children, grand-
chi ldren,  and 
great-grandchil-
dren. He spent 
many hours sit-
t ing on hard-
wood bleach-
ers supporting 
l o c a l  t e a m s , 

his grandchildren and 
great-grandaughters.

He is survived by his 
wife, Dorothy; children 
Tom (Susan) Hillison, 
Susan (Dave) Coers; 
grandchildren, Angie 
(John) Shrimplin, Shane 
Coers, Krista (Zach) Fin-
ifrock, Scott (Ellie) Hilli-
son; great-grandchildren, 
Emily Shrimplin, Callie 

Jo Shrimplin, Henry 
Finifrock; brother, Del-
bert (Connie) Hillison.  
Donald was preceded in 
death by his parents, and 
sisters Fern Josephson 
and Marilyn Engelbarts.

A graveside service 
will be at held 11 a.m. 
on Thursday, Feb. 4 
with Pastor Jack Briggs, 
officiating at Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens in 
Dixon. In lieu of flow-
ers a memorial has been 
established.

Arrangements were 
completed by Pres-
ton-Schilling Funer-
al  Home in  Dixon. 
Condolences may be sent 
to www.prestonschil-
ling.com.

BLOOMINGTON — Agriculture students and 
Illinois Farm Bureau® (IFB) members, spouses and 
children are eligible to apply for 78 college scholarships 
offered by the IAA Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
charitable arm. The scholarships, ranging from $1,000 
to $7,500, will be awarded in total of $124,000 for the 
2021-22 school year.

“We are pleased to recognize students through our 
growing scholarship program,” said Jennifer Smith, 
Development Manager, IAA Foundation. “It is a 
privilege to support the next generation of leaders 
and encourage degrees in agriculture related fields.”

Students may apply for a variety of scholarships, 
including three IAA Foundation Top Scholarships, 
where winners will each receive $5,000 awards. An-
other $7,500 award goes to the Illinois Farm Bureau 
Legacy of Leadership scholarship winner. In addition 
to family scholarships often established to honor the 
memory of a loved one, the IAA Foundation offers 
scholarships on behalf of organizations such as 
Prairie Farms Dairy. For 2021, the IAA Foundation 
is honored to administer the newly created Sara C. 
Andrews Memorial Scholarship and the H.R. Beeson 
Scholarship.

All applicants must be current high school seniors 
accepted for enrollment, or students already enrolled, 
at an accredited college, or university. Scholarships 
are awarded for exceptional academics, leadership 
experiences and community involvement. Previous 
winners of an IAA Foundation scholarship are eligible 
to apply again if the scholarship allows.

A full listing of available scholarships and eli-
gibility guidelines is available on the Foundation 
website, www.iaafoundation.org. NEW TIMELINE: 
The application opens January 1, 2021 and must be 
completed online by February 15, 2021.

For more information, contact your county Farm 
Bureau, the IAA Foundation at 309-557-2232, or 
e-mail Jennifer Smith at jsmith@ilfb.org. 

The mission of the IAA Foundation, Illinois Farm 
Bureau’s charitable arm, is to fund education, research, 
and charitable activities that benefit Illinois farm fam-
ilies and agriculture.

Scholarships 
available through 
IAA Foundation
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Now is a great 
time to adopt a 

pet! Call  
Tails today!

Zuma ______________
Hi, my name is Zuma and I’d like to be your new BFF! At only 
1.5 years old I have had a really hard time finding my one, 
true “furever” home. I’m on the hunt for a family that will train 
me diligently and love me unconditionally. I enjoy long walks, 
chewing on yummy snacks and snuggling up to my human in 
the morning. I am house and crate trained. I am a super smart 
cookie and know lots of commands, but I really want to learn 
more. I don’t mind kids as long as they don’t invade my space 
too much and dogs are cool, too! But I HATE cats! They are 
such pesky little creatures. My ideal home would be one that is 
ready and willing to train me new things and give me lots and 
lots of love. If you think you fit the bill, please come meet me at 
Tails.

B
R

O
U

G
H
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Y

:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
There are over 75 million 

pet dogs in the U.S.—
more than in any other 

country
Approximately 94 million cats in 

the United States are the proud owners  
of humans

24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL CENTER:  
855-764-7661

On Wednesday, Jan. 
27 at approximately 8:15 
p.m., Napoleon C. Stuck-
ey, 34-year-old male of 
Peoria, was stopped on 
Interstate 39 northbound 
at milepost 110 in Ogle 
County for speeding. 
Stuckey was charged with 
speeding, following too 
closely and driving while 
license revoked. Walton 
was released on recogni-
zance bond.

On Friday, Jan. 29 
at approximately 2:09 
a.m., Tyanne Kenne-
dy-Etes, 46-year-old 
female of Rochelle, 
was stopped on South 
12th Street at Lakeview 
Drive, Rochelle, Ogle 
County for improper lane 
usage. Kennedy-Etes was 
charged with improper 
lane usage and driving 
under the influence of al-
cohol. Kennedy-Etes was 
released on a recogni-
zance bond.

On Jan. 27 at 9:27 p.m., 
Ogle County Sheriff ’s dep-
u t ies  conduc ted  a 
traffic stop on Inter-
state 39 at Twombly 
Road for  a  t raff ic 
offense. After a short 
investigation, depu-
ties arrested Mario 
Galeas-Flores 30 of 
Cleveland,  Texas ,  for  no 
valid driver ’s license. Ga-
leas-Flores was released on 
scene with a return court date 
of Feb. 10.   

On Jan. 27 at approximately 
12:26 p.m., Ogle County Sher-
iff’s deputies responded to a 
one vehicle accident with no 
injuries at the intersection of 
Rural Road and Pershing Street 
which had struck a telephone 
pole. After investigation, dep-
uties learned Teresa Zepeda, 
46, of Byron, was traveling 
northbound on Rural Road after 
she had just negotiated a curve.  
Zepeda lost control of her vehi-

cle before traveling off into the 
west side ditch and striking the 

telephone pole. Zepeda 
was issued citations for 
no valid driver’s license, 
failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident and 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle.  Zepeda was 
released on an I-Bond 

at the scene and given a future 
court date. 

Jan. 29
On Jan. 29, Ogle County 

Sheriff’s deputies arrested An-
tonio Escatel, 44, of Mendota, 
for domestic battery. Escatel 
was released on a $3,000/10 
percent bond and will appear 
in court on Feb. 26. 

On Jan. 29 at approximately 
11:03 p.m., Ogle County Sher-
iff ’s deputies responded to a 
one vehicle rollover accident 
with suspected injuries in the 
11000 block of North Illinois 
Route 2. After investigation, 

Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies 
learned Angie Forgione, 42, 
of Crystal Lake, was traveling 
southbound on North Illinois 
Route 2 and swerved to avoid 
a deer. Forgione lost control 
of her vehicle, traveling into 
the east side ditch where she 
overturned. Forgione was trans-
ported to a nearby hospital for 
her injuries by Byron EMS. 
Ogle County Sheriff ’s dep-
uties were assisted on scene 
by Byron Fire and Ambulance 
personnel. 

Jan. 30
On Jan. 30 at approximately 

4 a.m., Ogle County Sheriff ’s 
deputies responded to an ad-
dress in Stillman Valley in ref-
erence to a disturbance. After 
a brief investigation, Deputies 
arrested Raul Amador Jr., 32, of 
Rockford, for criminal damage 
to property. Amador Jr. was 
transported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was released to 

correctional staff and held in 
lieu of bond. 

Feb. 1
On Feb. 1 at 10:48 a.m., 

Ogle County Sheriff’s depu-
ties responded to a one vehi-
cle accident in the 17,000 of 
East Ritchie Road. After an 
investigation, deputies cited a 
16-year-old juvenile male for 
driving without a license. The 
male was not injured due to the 
accident. The male was given 
an I-bond for his citation.  

Feb. 3
On Feb. 3 at 12:46 a.m., 

Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to the 3000 block 
of East Illinois Route 64 for a 
vehicle in the ditch. After an 
investigation, Jake R. Peters-
en-Rysavy, 24, of Rochelle was 
arrested for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. He was 
transported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held in lieu of bond.

Deputies arrest man for domestic battery State police 
charge man 
for speeding
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

“IT’S not our 
problem.”

I hate those 
four words more than 
any others strung 
together in the English 
language.

It’s an excuse for 
looking away. 

Decades ago, when 
I was a young reporter, 
I had just taken a new 
job with a newspa-
per and the staff was 
excited to soon be 
moving into a new 
building. One cold De-
cember night, a des-
perate woman called. 
She was in labor, and 
in that era before cell 
phones, couldn’t get 
a hold of her husband 
who was working con-
struction in the build-
ing we were moving 
into. 

It was past midnight 
and she didn’t know 
if we could reach him. 
I told my boss that I 
was caught up with my 
work and could drive 
the three blocks to the 
construction site to get 
him.

The boss looked at 
me and said, “It’s not 
our problem.” He or-
dered me to tell her we 
couldn’t help.

More than three de-
cades later, I’m haunt-
ed by that conversa-
tion. I had been on the 
job for all of six weeks 
or so. I should have 
told the boss “no.” But 
I didn’t. Instead, I sat 
at my desk until 1 a.m. 
knowing I had betrayed 
not only my own val-
ues, but those in which 
I had been reared.

I grew up in a home 
where I never heard 
that phrase. Early on, 
my parents taught my 
siblings and me that 
we are our brother and 
sister’s keeper.

I remember when I 
was a teenager, my Dad 
was driving through a 
rough neighborhood 
in my hometown of 
Galesburg. He saw an 
older woman lying on 
a sidewalk. Cars were 

buzzing by her prone 
form. He stopped and 
found she had fallen 
and broken her hip. 

He took five pairs 
of clean coveralls from 
his truck and created 
pillows for her to be 
comfortable and had 
someone call an ambu-
lance. He stayed with 
her until the paramed-
ics carried her – and 
the coveralls – away.

Helping others 
means making sacri-
fices and getting your 
hands dirty. It’s not 
always as antiseptic 
as writing a check to a 
charity, although some-
times that is part of the 
solution. 

While we may 
disagree on how best 
to help someone, we 
should never delude 
ourselves that we don’t 
have such an obliga-
tion. 

Sometimes we have 
to say “No” to those in 
authority and pay the 
price. I should have 
done that decades ago 
but I didn’t.

How did things end 
up for that woman in 
labor? I have no idea. 
That’s what happens 
when you look away. 
You don’t know how 
the story ends. As for 
the editor who said 
“It’s not our problem” 
he was out of journal-
ism within a year. 

My Millennial 
friends like to talk 
about “trigger words” 
that resurrect past 
traumas. I’ll be honest, 
I’ve long thought that 
was New Age gobble-
dygook. 

But then I heard 
someone say, “It’s 
not our problem,” and 
memories of that cold 
December night in 
1989 returned to me. 
The most offensive 
part of that phrase is 
“our.” It identifies a 
person with a group, a 
clan, a race, an em-
ployer – that sets itself 
apart from others. The 
inference in the state-

Helping others sometimes means 
getting your hands dirty

ment is if the person 
was part of “our” 
group, they’d deserve 
help. But otherwise, 
“It’s not ‘our’ 
problem.”

The Bible 
story about the 
Good Samaritan 
isn’t just about 
helping oth-
ers, it’s about 
reaching across 
racial, cultural 
and economic bound-
aries  to aid those from 
groups other than our 
own. 

Today, I carry two 
gallons of gasoline, a 
jack and host of tools 
in the back of my 

pickup to assist strand-
ed motorists. 

Sometimes I’m able 
to help change a tire 

or give some-
one enough gas 
to make it to a 
service station. 
One time, I just 
sat with a young 
man while his 
car was engulfed 
in flames along-
side Interstate 

55. I couldn’t help him 
much, but at least he 
knew someone cared. 

 When I think back 
32 years to that woman 
whom I didn’t help, 
I’m haunted by my 
inaction. A sin of omis-

sion is as bad as one of 
commission. 

How do we teach our 
children not to repeat 
the kind of mistake I 
made? I’ve been wres-
tling with that as part 
of my 2021 resolutions. 
So, I asked my daugh-
ters if they would like 
to help stock mini-
pantries or “blessing 
boxes” around Spring-
field.

They embraced the 
idea with enthusiasm. 
During this pandemic, 
many hard-working 
families are in need. 
Those who can, should 
help out. 

Beginning this 

week, I’ll take my 
girls to the grocery 
store to buy food that 
we’ll leave at small 
stands across the city 
for families to anony-
mously use. 

Why am I doing 
this? Well, we want to 
help others. But I also 
don’t want my children 
to grow up to ever say, 
“It’s not ‘our’ prob-
lem.” 

Scott Reeder is 
a veteran statehouse 
journalist. He works as 
a freelance reporter in 
the Springfield area. 
Scottreeder1965@
gmail.com
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Jan. 12 - Cathy King, DeKalb, $25

Jan. 13 - Brittany Ludwig, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 14 - Daneh Hines, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 15 - Isaiah Harper, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 16 - Watsana Thiravong, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 17 - Simandhar Tobacco, Inc., Rochelle, $50

Jan. 18 - Katlyn Long, Maple Park, $25

Jan. 19 - Rosalle Berogan, Dixon, $25

Jan. 20 - Nancy Adams, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 21 - Thora Cliffe, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 22 - Lea Logan, Oregon, $25

Jan. 23 - Adam Gabany, Glen Arm, $25

Jan. 24 - Kathy Wills, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 25 - Rack Bar & Grill, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 26 - Mabel Calderson, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 27 - Peter Mangan, Elgin, $25

Jan. 28 - John D. Vandre, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 29 - Jeff Perry Chevy, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 30 - Tessa Sturgeon, New Albany, Indiana, $25

Jan. 31 - Rochelle Community Foundation, $50

Feb. 1 - Kenny R. Dougherty, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 2 - Lynette Alcock, Monroe Center, $25

Feb. 3 - Chris Haas, Rochelle, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Feb. 5
Hazel Nieves

Feb. 6
Carolyn Smith

Feb. 7
Lydia Sherburne

Alex Bonilla
Feb. 10

Gene & Judy Messer
Feb. 11

Darrell Bolhous

Feb. 12
Jennifer Curtis

Feb. 13
Gabby Villalobos

Feb. 14
Charlotte Simmons (14)

Sherry King (63)
Feb. 16

Larry Baker
Feb. 18

Sam & Jessica South

Feb. 20
Christian Losoya

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Feb. 22
Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

Feb. 26
Natalie Powell

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

Feb. 4 (Thursday) – Lasagna, salad, garlic bread, roasted 
veggies
Feb. 7 (Sunday brunch) – Sausage gravy and biscuits, fried 
bologna and sausage, scrambled eggs, oatmeal
Feb. 9 (Tuesday) – Spinach and artichoke chicken pasta or 
garlic chicken pasta, salad, garlic bread
Feb. 11 (Thursday) – Fish Fry: Cod, coleslaw, baked 
potatoes
Feb. 16 (Tuesday) – Mardi Gras week: Shrimp and grits, 
Hush Puppies, chicken and andouille gumbo
Feb. 18 (Thursday) – Mardi Gras week: Jambalaya, Hush 
Puppies, chicken and andouille gumbo
Feb. 23 (Tuesday) – BBQ chicken, pea salad, mashed 
potatoes, roasted veggies, dinner rolls
Feb. 25 (Thursday) – Salisbury steak, roasted potatoes, 

green beans, corn, bread
March 7 (Sunday brunch) – Grits, sausage gravy and 
biscuits, sausage links, eggs and pancakes

*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike 
Road, Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless 
otherwise stated. A kid’s menu is available each 
serving date and includes peanut butter and jelly, 
corn dog with chips or chicken nuggets. Please note 
that all menus are subject to change.  Serving is from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. 
Sunday brunch is served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The menu is always available on the answering 
machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit www.
KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu

OREGON — Serenity Hos-
pice’s bereavement program is 
starting a new group for young 
widows (age 55 and under). The 
group will meet on the first Tues-
day of the month from 6 to 7 p.m. 
starting Feb. 2.

The group will meet at Serenity 

Home and recommended safety 
precautions will be used such as 
facemasks and social distancing. 
The group will be facilitated by a 
trained bereavement coordinator 
and it will allow young widows 
to share if they so desire or to 
just listen as other widows share.  

Younger widows face a different 
set of circumstances than an older 
adult and the group will be a safe 
place to be surrounded by others 
dealing with the same issues.  

For more information, call 
Cathy Warren at Serenity 815-
732-2499.

Serenity offering group for young widows

MALTA — Kishwaukee College 
— Community Education will offer 
the class “Seasonal Depression: 
Natural Ways to Manage” at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 4 via Zoom. 

Beyonka Holiday, Natural Liv-

ing coach, will share tips on how 
to manage the “blue mood” that 
can come during the dark days of 
winter. Topics include: anxiety and 
depression management tips, gut 
health guidelines, and sources of 

vitamins — food-based and sup-
plements.

The cost of the class is $10. 
Please register through Eventbrite.

com using code: kccest.eventbrite.
com.

Natural seasonal depression management 
class offered by Kishwaukee College

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries
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ON THE FARM

Avoid Down Times

TIRE SERVICE
311 N. 7th St., Rochelle

562-4644
Travis Brown, Mgr.

Auto | Truck | Tractor
• On The Farm Service

• New & Used Tires
• Wheel Balancing

01092019

THE Illinois De-
p a r t m e n t  o f 
Agriculture has 

registered the following 
Dicamba products for the 
use on soybeans for the 
2021 growing season: 
XtendiMax with Vapor 
Grip Technology, Engenia 
Herbicide, and Tavium 
Plus Vapor Grip Technol-
ogy. The new federal label 
for dicamba was issued by 
the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) on Oct. 27, 2020.

The new federal label 
requirements for these 
products include:

Requiring an approved 
pH-buffering agent, also 
known as a volatility reduc-
ing agent, be tank mixed 
with dicamba products 
prior to all applications.

Requiring a downwind 
buffer of 240 feet and 310 
feet in areas where listed 
endangered species are 
located.

Additional recordkeep-
ing items.

The approved 
federal label also in-
cludes a cutoff date of 
June 30 for applica-
tion of these products 
on soybeans. How-
ever, IDOA will be 
utilizing its authority 
pursuant to Section 24(a) 
of FIFRA and relevant 
provisions of the Illinois 
Pesticide Act to impose a 
cutoff date of June 20 for 
application on soybeans. In 
addition to the June 20 cut-
off date, IDOA also intends 
to include the following 
additional application re-

strictions for application 
of these products on soy-
beans.:

Temperature restriction 
of 85 degrees Fahrenheit.

Requirement to consult 
the Field Watch sen-
sitive crop registry 
https://www.field-
watch.com before 
application.

Prohibiting ap-
plication if the wind 
is blowing toward 
any Illinois Nature 

Preserves Commission site 
that is adjacent to the pro-
posed field of application.

Prohibiting application 
when the wind is blowing 
toward an adjacent residen-
tial area.

*****
The Illinois Department 

of Agriculture, along with 

Please go to go.illinois.
edu/CLMT to register. For 
questions with registration, 
please contact UI Exten-
sion at 815-858-2273. 

Producers also have 
the option of taking online 
training that consists of 
nine lessons. The online 
training has been updated 
for 2021 to resemble face-
to-face workshops more 
closely. It is available at any 
time and your own pace. 
It should be considered 
the first option for every-
one. Producers with less 
than 1,000 AUs will work 
through the lessons only. 
Having more than 1,000 
AU requires completing 
the lessons and passing 
the online test. Until Dec. 
1, livestock producers with 
more than 1,000 AUs can 
take the online test in lieu 
of the IDoA’s paper-based 
test. You can create an 
account and get access to 
the online training at go.il-
linois.edu/CLMT ($40). 

Rumen additive and controlled energy 
benefit dairy cows during dry period

URBANA — Getting 
nutrition right during a 
dairy cow’s dry period can 
make a big difference to 
her health and the health 
of her calf. But it’s also a 
key contributor to her milk 
yield after calving. New 
research from the Uni-
versity of Illinois shows 
diets containing consistent 
energy levels and the ru-
men-boosting supplement 
monensin may be ideal 
during the dry period.

“Many producers use a 
‘steam up’ approach where 
you gradually increase the 
energy intake during the 
dry period to help adjust 
the rumen and adapt the 
cow to greater feed intakes 
after calving. Our work has 
shown that’s really of ques-
tionable benefit for many 
farms, and it may be safer to 
just keep a constant level of 
feed intake before calving,” 
says James Drackley, pro-

fessor in the Department of 
Animal Sciences at Illinois 
and co-author on a study 
published in the Journal of 
Dairy Science.

To test their hypothesis, 
the researchers fed cows 
either a controlled-energy 
diet throughout the dry 
period or a variable ener-
gy diet containing greater 

energy during the close-up 
period. The two diets made 
no difference in how the 
cows performed or in any 
of their metabolic indica-
tors after calving.

“Obviously, it’s simpler 
if we don’t have to feed 
an additional diet halfway 
through the dry period,” 
Drackley says.

On top of the two feed-
ing strategies, the research-
ers either added monensin 
to the prepartum diet or 
didn’t. The supplement is 
typically fed during lacta-
tion to make fermentation 
in the rumen more efficient 
and convert nutrients into 
milk proteins. Some pro-
ducers take the supplement 

out during the dry period 
to give rumen microbes a 
“rest” period.

“Our research showed 
if we took monensin out 
during the dry period, then 
the cows produced about 2 
kilograms less milk in the 
next lactation,” Drackley 
says. “The conclusion is 
it’s better to leave it in 

and prevent that lost milk 
production. I’d guess the 
majority of dairy farms in 
the Midwest are feeding 
monensin during lactation, 
so this should be a fairly 
relevant piece of informa-
tion.”

The article, “Effects of 
prepartum diets varying in 
dietary energy density and 
monensin on early-lacta-
tion performance in dairy 
cows,” is published in the 
Journal of Dairy Science 
[DOI: 10.3168/jds.2020-
19414]. Authors include 
Joel Vasquez, Maris Mc-
Carthy, Bruce Richards, 
Kelly Perfield, David 
Carlson, Adam Lock, and 
James Drackley. Funding 
was provided in part by 
Elanco Animal Health and 
the Illinois Agricultural 
Experiment Station, part of 
the College of Agricultural, 
Consumer and Environ-
mental Sciences at Illinois.

URBANA – Dairy pro-
ducers know early nutri-
tion for young calves has 
far-reaching impacts, both 
for the long-term health and 
productivity of the animals 
and for farm profitability. 
With the goal of increasing 
not just body weight but 
also lean tissue gain, a new 
University of Illinois study 
finds enhanced milk replac-
er with high crude-protein 
dry starter feed is the win-
ning combination.  

“Calves fed more pro-
tein with the starter had 
less fat in their body weight 
gain, and more protein was 
devoted to the development 
of the gastrointestinal sys-

tem, compared with the 
lower starter protein,” says 
James Drackley, professor 
in the Department of An-
imal Sciences at Illinois 
and co-author on the study. 
“Our results say producers 
who are feeding calves a 
more aggressive amount 
of milk for greater rates of 
gain should be feeding a 
higher protein starter along 
with that.”

Producers typically feed 
milk replacer along with a 
grain-based starter feed to 
kick-start development of 
the rumen ahead of forage 
consumption. Yet the Jour-
nal of Dairy Science study 
is the first to specifically 

examine body composition 
changes, versus simple 
body weight, in response to 
milk replacer and high-pro-
tein starter feed.

Understanding where 
the nutrients go in the body 
makes a big difference.

“If producers aren’t 
providing enough protein 
in the starter as the calves 
go through the weaning 
process, they might be 
limiting development of 
the gastrointestinal system, 
which is needed to provide 
nutrients for the rest of the 
body,” Drackley says.

Drackley and his co-au-
thors started two-to-three-
day-old calves on one of 

three experimental diets: 
a low rate of milk replacer 
+ conventional starter (18 
percent crude protein, as-
fed basis); a high rate of 
milk replacer + conven-
tional starter; and a high 
rate of milk replacer + 
high crude-protein starter 
(22 percent crude protein, 
as-fed basis). Additional 
protein in the high-protein 
starter was provided by 
soybean meal, compared 
with conventional starter, 
which was a mixture of 
wheat middlings, soybean 
meal, and corn, among oth-
er ingredients. The calves 
were weaned at six weeks 
of age, and were harvested 

at five or 10 weeks to de-
termine body composition.

“After weaning, the 
weights of the digestive 
system and liver were 
greater with the higher 
protein starter,” Drackley 
says. “It might be part of 
the reason why a slump 
in growth is often seen 
right around the time of 
weaning when calves are 
fed a conventional starter. 
The calves just don’t have 
the developed digestive 
system to be able to keep 
things going as they change 
from the milk diet to the dry 
feed diet.”

He adds that calves fed 
the higher rate of milk re-

placer grew more rapidly 
and had more lean tissue, 
with less fat.

“The low rate of milk 
replacer has been fairly 
standard, historically. It’s 
designed to provide the 
maintenance needs and a 
small rate of growth, and 
to encourage calves to 
consume the dry feed at an 
earlier age. But research has 
supported the use of higher 
rates, so we’re trying to shift 
the industry towards rates 
of milk feeding we think 
are more appropriate,” 
Drackley says. “Now we 
have good reason to point 
producers to high-protein 
starter, as well.”

Dairy calves benefit from higher-protein starter feed, Illinois study says

New federal label requirements issued for products

Ron Kern

the University of Illinois 
Extension Service, is host-
ing the Certified Livestock 
Manager Online Training 
and Webinars for 2021. 
It is the 25th year IDOA 
has provided training to 
producers. There will be 
two training options for this 
year, new online training 
and four webinars (virtual 
workshops), which will 
provide Illinois livestock 
producers the manure man-
agement training they need 
to meet the requirements of 
the state’s Livestock Man-
agement Facilities Act.

The webinar dates are 
Tuesday, Feb. 9 and Thurs-
day, March 4. These will 
have the same format 
as previous workshops 
starting at 9:00 am. After 
the webinar, those with 
over 1,000 AUs will be 
required to log in and take 
the 40-question online 
test in lieu of the IDoA’s 
paper-based test. Pre-reg-
istration is required ($40). 

Any questions relating to 
the online program can be 
directed to Nesli Akdeniz 
at 217-300-2644.  

Producers’ support 
while we are transitioning 
to a completely online 
format this year is much 
appreciated. An optional 
informational session will 
be held on the new on-
line training system and 
webinars. To attend an 
informational session, visit 
go.illinois.edu/CLMT and 
click the link provided to 
join (no cost): Feb. 23, 2021 
(Tuesday) at 6 pm.

The Livestock Manage-
ment Facilities Act of 1997 
requires:

Facilities with 300 or 
more animal units to have 
at least one employee 
certified in proper manure 
handling procedures.

Facilities with 300 to 
999 animal units, the em-
ployee either must com-
plete online CLM training 
or webinar or pass the 
Illinois Department of 
Agriculture›s Certified 
Livestock Manager online 
exam.

The employee of facili-
ties with more than 1,000 or 
more units must complete 
one of the training options 
and pass the Certified Live-
stock Manager online exam 
to achieve certification.

The “Livestock and 
Poultry Environmental 
Stewardship Curriculum” 
continues to serve as a 
resource manual for CLM 
training. The manual pro-
vides more depth and 
additional topics than can 
be covered in a webinar 
or online training. This 
curriculum is available for 
free online at go.illinois.
edu/manual. 

FROM LAND...

...to lawn

1030 S. 7th St
Rochelle, IL 61068

1-800-262-1680

340 N. Metcalf Ave
Amboy, IL 61310
1-800-957-2513
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HOME SERVICES HOME SERVICES 
GUIDEGUIDE

ELECTRICAL   •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

HEATING & COOLING   •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • PLUMBING   •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

DECKS & PATIOS   •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

CONTACT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES FOR 
ALL YOUR HOME SERVICE NEEDS!

815-757-4383
Monroe Center, IL

Up to $1500 off in 
instant rebates.  

Make HURST your first 
call for Sales, Service, 

and Install.

Call 815-441-8207  
for a free quote  
or to schedule  
service today!

HILLIKER.ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM • FRANKLIN GROVE, IL

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 

621 First Ave., Rochelle • (815)562-8784

CURTSPAVING@GMAIL.COM • 815-994-8465

4
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2

3

1

4

2

3

ROCHELLE — The 
Midwest-based syndicated 
radio program The Michael 
Koolidge Show (www.
koolidge.com) 
just added Bloom-
i n g t o n - N o r -
mal’s AM 1230 
WJBC to i ts 
growing stable of 
affiliates, which 
will air its daily 
broadcasts from 
noon to 2 p.m. 
Syndication be-
gan Monday, Jan. 
25.

“We couldn’t be more 
excited to join WJBC. I’m 
been trying to break into 
the Bloomington-Normal 
market for years and I’m 
thrilled that Cumulus’s 
WJBC decided to pick 
up the show,” Michael 
Koolidge said.

TMKS has been a rat-
ings juggernaut in its largest 
market, Rockford, for the 

better part of a decade and 
is independently syndicat-
ed on over a dozen stations 
in the Midwest, including 

Decatur, Spring-
field, Quincy 
and Kankakee. 
Though mostly 
heard in Illinois, 
the show has a 
strong following 
in Southern Wis-
consin and Cen-
tral Michigan as 
well, where it’s 
heard on Hills-

dale’s WRFH. 
TMKS hits the road 

frequently to broadcast 
from various locations 
throughout the country, 
including the annual Con-
servative Political Action 
Conference in Washing-
ton, D.C. (this year from 
Orlando, Florida), national 
political conventions (both 
Democrat and Republi-
can) in Denver, Tampa, 

Minneapolis, Cleveland, 
Philadelphia et al, both 
Cubs and White Sox Spring 
Training in Arizona, the 
annual SHOT Show in Las 
Vegas, and most recently 
covered the 2021 U.S. 
Senate runoff elections in 
person in Georgia. 

“We don’t like to be 
chained to our studios and 
so we try to get out in the 
thick of things as much as 
possible, global pandemics 
considered. Our audience 
is the patriotic citizens 
of small towns, of mid-
sized cities, and of rural 
America,” Koolidge said. 
“Regardless of who’s in 
office, at any level, we 
will continue to be a strong 
voice among the forgotten 
men and women here in 
what we proudly call ‘Fly-
Over USA,’ and we’re not 
going anywhere.”

The  add i t i on  o f 
Koolidge’s show on Cu-

mulus Broadcasting’s 
WJBC was instigated by 
Operations Manager Dan 
Westhoff

“We are very excited 
to be adding The Michael 
Koolidge Show to our 
lineup. Michael’s been 
very successful throughout 
Illinois and the Midwest 
and we can’t wait to have 
him on WJBC,” Westhoff 
said.

Recent guests on the 
show include David Mar-
cus from The Federalist, 
Kerry Picket from The 
Washington Examiner, 

Surgeon General Dr. Je-
rome Adams, and Con-
gressman Darin LaHood 
(IL-18).

For more information 
contact TMKS at radio@
koolidge.com.

T h e  M i -
chael Koolidge Show is a 
regionally syndicated and 
independently owned daily 
two-hour radio program 
based in Rochelle. It broad-
casts a cumulative total 
of 70 hours each week on 
the following stations: 
Rockford’s News/Talk 
1440 WROK, Kankakee’s 

AM 1320 & FM 101.3 
WKAN, Quincy’s AM 
930 WTAD, Newsradio 
1240AM and 107.5FM 
WTAX in Springfield, Talk 
101 FM WZUS in Decatur, 
Hillsdale MI’s FM 101.7 
WRFH, Pittsfield’s FM 
97.5 WBBA, WCRA in 
Effingham on AM 1090, 
96.3FM and 99.5FM, 
1180 AM WLDS in Jack-
sonville, and now AM 
1230 WJBC in Blooming-
ton-Normal.

It also streams seven 
days a week at www.
koolidge.com.

Koolidge Show adds Bloomington-Normal’s 
AM 1230 WJBC to station affiliate lineup

Koolidge

“We are very excited to be adding The Michael 
Koolidge Show to our lineup. Michael’s been 
very successful throughout Illinois and the 
Midwest and we can’t wait to have him on 
WJBC.” 

Dan Westhoff
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Raoul, in his testimony in House committee in 
support of the provision during January’s lame duck 
session, told lawmakers that while he does believe 
Illinois has the best trained and most upstanding 
law enforcement in the country, the massive dis-
crepancy in the numbers has more to do with how 
hard it is to fire and decertify officers for blatant 
misconduct, even if the officers were known to be 
repeat offenders.

The new law would grant ILETSB broader dis-
cretionary authority to decertify officers that violate 
the new standards of conduct.

If the board determines an officer committed a 
felony or “decertifiable misdemeanor” that would 
normally result in automatic decertification, but the 
officer has not been charged or convicted, it can de-
certify that officer through the discretionary process.

Other misconduct that can result in discretionary 
decertification includes excessive force; failing to 
intervene in another officer’s use of excessive force 
or failing to render aid; tampering with dashboard and 
body cameras or their footage; committing perjury 
or making false statements in an investigation of a 
crime; and engaging in any unprofessional, unethical 
or deceptive conduct harmful to the public whether 
or not it caused actual injury.

While governmental agencies are required to 
submit violations to ILETSB within seven days of 
their occurrence, the provision would also allow for 
members of the public to submit a complaint about 
an officer, and they may keep their own identity 
confidential as well.

Decertification process
Opponents of the bill have claimed the ability to 

file complaints anonymously will result in officers 
being targeted by disgruntled citizens and criminals 
who will flood the system to get them fired.

Raoul contends the provisions of the bill prevent 
unwarranted termination by filtering complaints 
through several layers, and that confidentiality is 
important to preserve the integrity of the process.

“We have to realize there have been incidents 
throughout the country that make the public at large 
feel that they can’t have the greatest level of trust in 
law enforcement and we have to restore that public 
trust,” Raoul said in an interview with Capitol News 
Illinois last week. “Just like other professions where 
they may be whistleblowers that their identity is 
protected such that there’s no retaliation against 
them, but that doesn’t mean you don’t investigate 
the allegation thoroughly.”

When ILETSB receives a complaint about an 
officer, it will conduct a preliminary review to de-
termine if there’s enough information to investigate. 

If the review finds there’s sufficient cause, the board 
will conduct a full investigation.

If the board’s investigation determines the officer 
may have conducted decertifiable conduct, it will 
submit a formal complaint to the Illinois Law En-
forcement Certification Review Panel, a new entity 
created by the legislation with 11 members appointed 
by the governor and attorney general.

The complaint will result in a formal hearing 
before an administrative law judge who will hear 
the allegations in the complaint and testimony from 
the officer, their legal representation and relevant 
witnesses to the case. The judge will then deliver 
their conclusion and a recommendation to the panel.

The panel then votes on whether to recommend 
ILETSB remove the officer’s certification or dismiss 
the complaint, with a simple majority vote needed 
either way. The recommendation is nonbinding.

Then, and only then, can ILETSB choose to 
decertify an officer through another majority vote.

Outside of this process, an officer’s certification 
can only be revoked if they’re convicted under the 
current decertification standards or rendered inactive 
if the officer fails to submit a valid verification form 
to ILETSB during their required reporting period.

Transparency database
The legislation also requires ILETSB to enhance 

transparency, both within law enforcement and for 
the broader public.

The Professional Misconduct Database, a private 
portal for chiefs and sheriffs, will be expanded and 
streamlined for all relevant governmental agencies, 
law enforcement entities and state’s attorneys. The 
portal will contain an officer’s certification history, 
reported instances of misconduct, suspensions and 
terminations.

Any agency looking to hire an individual in a law 
enforcement capacity would be mandated by law to 
view the individual’s entry i     n the database before 
offering employment.

ILETSB will also create and main tain two new 
searchable public databases in an accessible portal 
on their website. One will contain officers’ agencies, 
their certification status and confirmed instances 
of misconduct that led to decertification. The other 
will contain all completed investigations against 
law enforcement and correctional officers with any 
identifying information of the officers involved 
redacted.

The attorney general’s office will also have 
greater latitude to investigate systemic abuse in 
law enforcement agencies under the new provision. 
According to Raoul, his office can only do so under 
the current law if the abuse is a clear human rights 
violation based on race, gender, national origin or 
other protected classes but not if it is a general sys-

temic issue.

Potential ‘clean-up language’
Republicans and law enforcement groups have 

voiced fierce opposition to the criminal omnibus 
legislation as a whole, urging Pritzker in a news 
conference last week to veto the bill once it arrives 
on his desk.

On police certification, Republican lawmakers 
take issue with the unfunded mandates involved in 
the new system and mandatory trainings for officers. 
The bill goes too far without providing more fund-
ing for police departments, they said, especially as 
the state is already hurting for revenue due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the continued structural 
budgetary pressures.

The bill’s sponsors in the General Assembly, 
Chicago Democrats Sen. Elgie Sims and Rep. Justin 
Slaughter, have indicated budgetary issues and clean-
up language can be addressed in follow-up legislation 
in the new session, which is why the bill’s effective 
dates are pushed back by a year or more instead of 
being effective immediately.

A release posted to the ILETSB website the day 
after the legislation’s passage reads “we have asked 
for our appropriations to be increased and funding 
secured to accommodate the increased trainings and 
duties associated with processing certification ver-
ifications, investigating statewide complaints, and 
seeking the decertification for reported misconduct.”

It continues, “we trust that in the upcoming months, 
discussions on this topic will be fruitful.”

Despite opposing the broader bill, law enforcement 
has been supportive of the certification provisions. 
Starting in June, the Illinois Association of Chiefs of 
Police, the Sheriff’s Association and state’s attorneys 
collaborated with the office of the attorney general 
and the governor’s office to craft the language. 
According to Raoul, the group met nearly 20 times.

“We were trying to work with the attorney general 
on this,” Joe Moon, president of Illinois Troopers 
Lodge 41, said at the Wednesday Republican news 
conference. “However, before that could happen this 
was all rammed together and shoved out in the lame 
duck session for a vote.”

While police certification was originally its own 
legislation, it was added to the criminal justice re-
form  omnibus package on the final day of the lame 
duck session.

“With regards to people urging the governor to 
veto, I welcome discussion about specific elements 
of the bill and where there might be need for a fol-
low-up, clean-up language and so forth. I think that 
is a healthy part of the legislative process,” Raoul 
said. “My participation has been to negotiate in 
good faith and to have the input of law enforcement 
along the way.”

OVERHAUL: Decertification process explained
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SPORTS ENTERING THE HALL 
 
Former RTHS athletic director Kevin 
Crandall selected for IADA Hall of Fame. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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Hubs back in action
Winter sports including basketball resuming practices, games

RTHS Wrestling

Rochelle grapplers begin open-mat workouts
Hub wrestling team hosting one-hour sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays

Lady Hub basketball senior Sofia Lenkaitis (left) and Hub bowling senior Keith Holland (right) practice with 
their respective teams this past week. The Rochelle bowling teams open their seasons at the Oregon Hawk 
Classic on Feb. 6, while the Lady Hub basketball team will host Sycamore on Feb. 9 for its first game.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — After 
several months of shut-
downs, mitigations and 
uncertainty due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Rochelle Township High 
School’s winter sports 
programs are only days 
away from their first 
contests of the 2020-21 
season. While athletic 
events are returning to 
the Hub City, there are 
specific protocols that 
RTHS, student-athletes 
and spectators must fol-
low.

RTHS will allow a 
maximum of 50 specta-
tors for home sporting 
events including bowling 
matches and basketball 
games. Spectators don’t 
include athletes, coaches, 
trainers, staff or offi-
cials. Rochelle competes 
within the Interstate 8 
Conference, which will 
allow two spectators per 
athlete for home basket-
ball games and bowling 
meets, one spectator per 
athlete for road basketball 
games and no spectators 
for road bowling meets. 

Spectators must be 30 feet 
away from the basketball 
court and all spectators 
and athletes must wear 
face coverings.

“The kids are excited 
to compete again,” RTHS 
athletic director Richard 
Harvey said. “We’re try-
ing to give people an op-
portunity to attend events 
but there are quite a few 
restrictions we have to 
stay within. We’re going 
to do our best to get our 
50 people into the gym.”

The RTHS bowling 
teams will open their 
seasons in the Oregon 
Hawk Classic at Dixon’s 
Plum Hollow Lanes on 
Saturday, Feb. 6. The 
RTHS Hub basketball 
team will face Stillman 
Valley on the road Friday, 
Feb. 5 for its first game 
of the season, while the 
RTHS Lady Hub basket-
ball team hosts Sycamore 
for its season-opening 
game on Tuesday, Feb. 
9. Admission charges for 
home basketball games 
include $5 for adult spec-
tators and $3 for senior 
spectators. 

See RTHS page 2

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 07
10

20
18HUB CITY FURNITURE

Formal to Casual  
Dining Room Tables

Kitchen Tables
Buffets, Hutches & Servers

All priced to sell!

Junior Caleb Nadig leads members of the Rochelle Township High School wrestling team through warm-ups 
during an open-mat workout Tuesday afternoon. The team will hold open mats twice a week in preparation 
for the upcoming wrestling season, which begins April 19 and concludes June 12.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Tues-
day afternoon marked the 
first wrestling activities at 
Rochelle Township High 
School since the 2019-20 
season ended nearly 12 
months ago. Under normal 
circumstances, Rochelle 
wrestlers would be prepar-
ing for the postseason, but 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the 2020-21 
season will begin during 
the unprecedented summer 
sports season.

The Hubs will hold 
open-mat workouts at 
RTHS on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. for new and 
returning wrestlers. The up-
coming season will begin 
on April 19, running nearly 
two months before con-
cluding on June 12. While 
the IHSA has said there 
will be no postseason this 
year, head coach Alphonso 
Vruno said a conference 
title is still the goal.

“The kids and the adults 
are all excited to be back,” 
Vruno said. “Even if the 
activities don’t look as 
normal as they look last 
year, I wanted to get the 
kids on the mat and do 
something… I think our 

goals have to change a little 
bit because the season will 
look different, but I want us 
to compete for a conference 
championship. What I’m 
explaining to the kids is 
that, even though the season 
isn’t going to look normal, 
we can still have success 
individually and as a team.”

Nearly a dozen wres-
tlers worked out during 
the team’s first open-mat 
session Tuesday, prac-
ticing basic techniques 
including offensive and 
defensive stances. Under 
current IHSA and IDPH 
guidelines, all wrestlers 
must wear masks during 
practices and competitions. 
Rochelle will be looking to 
follow up an impressive 
18-4 dual-record perfor-
mance during the 2019-20 
season.

“Our biggest concerns 
are conditioning and in-
juries,” Vruno said. “We 
want the kids to get back 
to doing some of the basic 
movements and these next 
few weeks will be devoted 
to playing games and work-
ing on basic wrestling 
techniques. We won’t have 
any live wrestling, but we 
want the kids to get back in 
shape and get back to do-
ing something on a regular 
basis.”
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To join our team, apply on-line at www.suterco.com or 
come in and apply in person at The Suter Company 

1015 Bethany Road 
Sycamore, IL 60178 

EOE 
 

WE’RE HIRING                          
Grab the chance                                         

to be an OWNER! 

 

 TThhee  SSuutteerr  CCoommppaannyy is a rapidly 
growing food manufacturer based in 
Sycamore.  As we continue to expand, 
we are looking for great talent to add to 
our Team!   

If you are interested in a career 
and would like to work in an 
environment where you can make a 
difference and be an OOWWNNEERR,, we 
encourage you to apply today! 

 

NOW 
EMPLOYEE 
OWNED 

To join our team, apply on-line at:                                  
www.suterco.com/career-opportunities                                                       

or come in and apply in person at:                                                                          
1015 Bethany Road, Sycamore, IL 60178    

                                                                                  EOE       
 

Assemblers 1st shift – 
Starting rate is $15/hour  

Assemblers 2nd shift – 
Starting rate is $17/hour  

Sanitation workers –  
Starting rate is $17/hour 

 

Huskies 
earn 
honors

DEKALB — Three 
Northern Illinois Univer-
sity student-athletes were 
named Distinguished 
Scholar-Athletes by the 
Mid-American Confer-
ence Friday for excelling 
in the classroom and in 
competition. 

F o o t b a l l  p l a y e r s 
Brayden Patton and Kyle 
Pugh and cross-country 
standout, Ashley Tutt, 
earned the honor, which 
goes to student-athletes 
who qualify for their 
respective Academic All-
MAC Teams with a cumu-
lative grade point average 
of 3.50 or above, and 
earn All-MAC accolades 
in their sport. First-year 
students, junior college 
transfers and graduate 
transfers in their first 
year of residence were 
not eligible for the award. 

Tutt, the 2019 MAC 
cross country champion, 
helped lead the Huskies 
to the team title in 2020. 
The Huskie senior fin-
ished second at this sea-
son’s event. A native of 
Channahon, Tutt earned 
Distinguished Scholar-
Athlete honors for the 
third time in her career 
(2018 and 2019) and 
boasts a 3.81 GPA while 
pursuing her degree in 
history. 

Patton, who started all 
six of NIU football team’s 
six games this season at 
center, achieved a 4.0 
GPA in NIU’s sport man-
agement master’s pro-
gram. Huskie linebacker 
Kyle Pugh, who is also 
enrolled sport manage-
ment master’s program, 
played in five games and 
was tied for second on the 
team in tackles with 36. 
He carries a 3.8 GPA and, 
like Patton, is a first-time 
Distinguished Scholar-
Athlete selection.

NIU Athletics

RTHS: Spectator limits imposed for winter events

Hub basketball senior Garrett Burdin brings the ball up the floor during practice 
this past week. The Hub basketball team will face Stillman Valley on the road this 
Friday, Feb. 5 for its first game of the season. No spectators will be allowed.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

From page 1

Spectators who are 
unable to attend home 
games can stream them 
live on the NFHS web-
site at www.nfhsnet-
work.com for a monthly 
charge. The RTHS ath-
letic department has 
installed a camera in the 
main gym for streaming 
purposes and will post a 
link to the stream online.

Doors for each bas-
ketball contest will open 
30 minutes before each 
start time and the main 
gym will be cleared 
after each game. Tenta-
tive schedules for all of 
the RTHS winter sports 
teams have been posted 
on the Rochelle T.W.P. 
H.S. Athletics Facebook 
page. All winter sports 
seasons will conclude on 
Saturday, March 13. 

“We’ll check our stu-
dent-athletes before each 
practice and each game, 
but if they’re feeling sick, 
they shouldn’t attend,” 
Harvey said. “The kids 
need to wear masks, use 
hand sanitizer and stay 6 
feet apart whenever pos-
sible. We’ve been doing 
those things for a while, 
we’ve had good luck so 
far and hopefully we 
can continue to keep our 
student-athletes and our 
coaches safe.”

Varsity and JV bowl-
ing matches will begin at 
4 p.m. for all home and 

road contests excluding 
Interstate 8 Conference 
Championship tourna-
ments, which will start 
at 9 a.m. on March 13 
at DeKalb’s Mardi Gras 
Lanes for the girls and 
Peru’s Illinois Valley 
Super Bowl for the boys. 
RTHS cheerleading and 
dance teams will con-
duct virtual competitions 
this season including 
the IHSA State Series 
events. Dance sectionals 
and state are scheduled 
for Feb. 27 and March 
6, while cheerleading 
sectionals and state are 
scheduled for March 6 
and March 12, respec-
tively.

Spring sports teams 
including volleyball and 
soccer, as well as summer 
sports teams like wres-

tling, have already be-
gun using out-of-season 
contact days, which run 
through June 4 and are 
limited to three days per 
week with a maximum of 
six hours of contact per 
week. The contact days 
were approved during the 
latest IHSA Board of Di-
rectors meeting Jan. 27. 
Sports teams like football 
and track and field are ex-
pected to resume contact 
days in the near future.

“Nothing beyond the 
winter is set in stone,” 
Harvey said. “Things are 
constantly changing and 
we’re trying to be flexible 
and make things as safe 
as possible for our kids 
while still accommodat-
ing as many people as 
possible. Hopefully we 
can get it done.”

“The kids are excited to 
compete again. We’re trying 
to give people an opportunity 
to attend events but there are 
quite a few restrictions we have 
to stay within. We’re going 
to do our best to get our 50 
people into the gym... We’re 
trying to be flexible and make 
things as safe as possible for 
our kids...”

Richard Harvey
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
S

F2
01

6

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Crandall selected for 

IADA Hall of Fame

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Former Rochelle Township High School 
athletic director and head football 
coach Kevin Crandall will be inducted 
into the Illinois Athletic Directors 
Association Hall of Fame this year.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

KEVIN Crandall coached high 
school football for over three 
decades, winning over 200 

games during that period and cementing 
his legacy as one of the most accomplished 
coaches in the state, earning inductions into 
the Illinois High School Football Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame (2012) and the 
Rochelle Township High School Hall of 
Fame (2017). Crandall led RTHS to 18 
postseason appearances and won 160 games 
wearing the Hub purple and white colors.

While Crandall’s football achievements 
are well documented, his work as an athletic 
director at RTHS for 24 years shouldn’t be 
overlooked. Before his retirement in 2018, 
Crandall received Athletic Director of the 
Year honors from the Illinois Athletic Direc-
tors Association. Nearly three years later, 
Crandall will be inducted into the IADA 
Hall of Fame in the Class of 2021.

“It’s always humbling,” Crandall said. 
“Everything in my career has been a team 
effort and I had two wonderful secretaries 
in Debbie O’Brien and Ronda Poliska who 
allowed me to be more involved in the ath-
letic directors association and the coaches 
association. We had a lot of quality coaches 
and we built great facilities so we could 
host a lot of events. Our administration was 
always great about letting me travel to stay 
involved with those organizations.”

Crandall began his tenure as RTHS 
athletic director in 1994, helping reshape 
the foundation of RTHS and its athletic 
department. Under Crandall’s leadership, 
RTHS implemented the Hub Power strength 
and conditioning program and oversaw the 
design and construction of the Douglas A. 
Creason Athletic Complex. Crandall also 
played a role in the foundation of the Western 
Sun Conference and the merger that created 
the Northern Illinois Big 12 Conference.

“We could really see the difference our 
Hub Power program was making, not only 
physically for the kids, but because we ran 
it as a unified program, it really helped our 
sports build a connection where all the kids 
were rooting for each other,” Crandall said. 
“Building the new high school and the new 
athletic complex really accelerated every-
thing for us. We went from having pretty 
mediocre facilities to having one of the best 
facilities in northern Illinois.”

Crandall may have retired as head foot-
ball coach and athletic director at RTHS over 
two years ago, but he continues giving back 
to the sport as executive director of the IHS-

FCA, where he helps curate instructional 
programs for high school football coaches 
and sponsor Academic All-State awards 
for student-athletes. Crandall, who was 
honored with the 2020 Ray Eliot Award 
for his sportsmanship and service, will 
receive his IADA Hall of Fame induction 
later this year.

“I have a lot to reflect on,” Crandall said. 
“I still attend the athletic directors confer-
ence every year and I’m on the vendor 
committee for that. The football coaches 
association keeps me busy and involved 
and it gives me a leadership role which I 
enjoy. I’ve been enjoying time with my wife 
and kids and we travel quite a bit. I’ve been 
playing a little more golf than I used to.”

Crandall attended Tremont High School 
and Millikin University, where he played 
football and earned his bachelor’s degree 
before obtaining his master’s degree in 
athletic administration from Eastern Illinois 
University. Crandall, who was inducted 
into the Millikin University Hall of Fame 
in 2016, said one of his fondest memories 
as athletic director of the Hubs came in 
2009, when RTHS hosted the IHSA 3A 
Boys Basketball Sectional Championship 
against Oswego.

“It was the first time our big gym at 
the new high school was full,” Crandall 
said. “Both student sections were full and 
it was almost a capacity crowd. There was 
electricity in the air and when I looked 
around I thought to myself, ‘Wow, this is 
amazing.’”

“Everything in my career has been a team effort... 
We had a lot of quality coaches and we built 
great facilities so we could host a lot of events.”

Kevin Crandall
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1140 N. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL

815-561-2337

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
815.562.5571

firststatebank.biz

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER

Liberty Village Liberty Village 
of Rochelleof Rochelle

Maplehurst 
Farms Inc.

936 Moore Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

1030 S. 7th St. 
Rochelle IL 61068

233 E. IL Rt. 38
Rochelle, IL 61068815-562-8787

JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER
Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

Community Unity

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Walters Accounting Inc.
604 N. Main #2
815.561.8979
walterstax.com

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
1030 S. 7th St.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

Maplehurst Farms Inc.
936 Moore Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village of Rochelle
2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Atlas Auto
1400 N 7th St
815.562.7433 • atlasautoinc.com

Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

CAR WASH/ PET WASH
Hub City Car Wash
1185 N 7th St
815.562.2611

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg-Rochelle Park District
735 N 2nd St
815.562.7813 • rochelleparkdistrict.org

Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
1221 Currency Ct Suite A
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

COUNSELING
Brayden Counseling
2600 DeKalb Ave, Suite 3
Sycamore IL 60178

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Grubsteakers
14698 East IL Route 64
Rochelle IL 61068

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

The Rack Bar & Grill
406 Cherry Ave.
Rochelle IL 61068

Rosatis
1233 North Caron Rd. 
Rochelle IL 61068

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576 • restauranttecarochelle.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
Rochelle IL 61068

Wendy’s
855 E. Hwy 38
815.562.5062 • wendys.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

John Vandre, Associate
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE
All Things New & Used Furniture, LLC
316 N 6th Street
815.562.2855

Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

Davis Family Health
1212 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL 61068

DLX Medical Group
Dr. Diana Alanis, MD • Melissa Inman, NP
1118 Turkington Terrace
815.227-9594

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOTEL & TRAVEL
Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994
ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

MightyVine
222 Centerpoint Dr
312.432.6568
mightyvine.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

LOCKSMITH
Security Lock Inc.
1001 1st Ave
815.562.4648
lockpros.com

PEST CONTROL
Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Lifeworks Photography
6342 South Westwood Ave.
Rochelle IL 61068

PRINTING AND/OR WEB DESIGN  
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Printing, Etc.
1135 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.6151
printingetc1.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. Hwy 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

RE/Max Hub City
361 W. Rt. 38
815.562.7588
remax.com

Weichert Realtors
1218 Currency Ct
815.561.8595
weichert.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

Seldal Properties
815.561.6243
seldalproperties.com

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771

TIRES
Alderks Tire Service  
311 N 7th St,
815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

VETERNARIAN
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 North 7th St
Rochelle IL 61068
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1140 N. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL

815-561-2337

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
815.562.5571

firststatebank.biz

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER

Liberty Village Liberty Village 
of Rochelleof Rochelle

Maplehurst 
Farms Inc.

936 Moore Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

1030 S. 7th St. 
Rochelle IL 61068

233 E. IL Rt. 38
Rochelle, IL 61068815-562-8787

JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER
Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

Community Unity

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Walters Accounting Inc.
604 N. Main #2
815.561.8979
walterstax.com

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
1030 S. 7th St.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

Maplehurst Farms Inc.
936 Moore Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com
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2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
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James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com
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1400 N 7th St
815.562.7433 • atlasautoinc.com
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1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

CAR WASH/ PET WASH
Hub City Car Wash
1185 N 7th St
815.562.2611

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg-Rochelle Park District
735 N 2nd St
815.562.7813 • rochelleparkdistrict.org

Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
1221 Currency Ct Suite A
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

COUNSELING
Brayden Counseling
2600 DeKalb Ave, Suite 3
Sycamore IL 60178

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Grubsteakers
14698 East IL Route 64
Rochelle IL 61068

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

The Rack Bar & Grill
406 Cherry Ave.
Rochelle IL 61068

Rosatis
1233 North Caron Rd. 
Rochelle IL 61068

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576 • restauranttecarochelle.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
Rochelle IL 61068

Wendy’s
855 E. Hwy 38
815.562.5062 • wendys.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

John Vandre, Associate
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE
All Things New & Used Furniture, LLC
316 N 6th Street
815.562.2855

Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

Davis Family Health
1212 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL 61068

DLX Medical Group
Dr. Diana Alanis, MD • Melissa Inman, NP
1118 Turkington Terrace
815.227-9594

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com
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Anderson Plumbing & Heating
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Bruns Construction, Inc.
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ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

MightyVine
222 Centerpoint Dr
312.432.6568
mightyvine.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
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PHOTOGRAPHY
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PRINTING AND/OR WEB DESIGN  
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Printing, Etc.
1135 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.6151
printingetc1.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
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361 W. Rt. 38
815.562.7588
remax.com
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has four
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH STREET AND 

NORTH 7TH STREET AND AVE-
NUES IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 16-17
200-1000 BLOCK LINCOLN 

HWY., N. MAIN STREET, N. 2ND 
STREET, N. 3RD STREET AND 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
ROUTE 24-25

SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD STREETS 
& AVENUE IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., 

LAKE LIDA LANE AREA

HELP WANTED
At least 3 years experienced

Ag Mechanic
Full-time, benefits available.  

Starting wage $25/hour
Hourly wage based on experience

Call 815-849-9010 or apply in person
542 US 
Hwy. 52 

Sublette, IL 

02
01

20
21

vaessenimplementrepair@gmail.com
www.vaessenimplement.com

INSURANCE PROFESSIONAL 
Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC is seeking an 

insurance professional to add to our Rochelle, 
IL office.  Our ideal candidate is P&C licensed 

and experienced servicing personallines 
clients.  Candidates with strong customer 

service experience are encouraged to apply, 
but will be required to become P&C licensed 
within 60 days of hire.  We offer an attractive 

compensation and benefits package that 
includes medical, dental, vision, short/long 
term disability, life, voluntary life, Teledoc 

program, EAP, vacation, personal time and 
401(k) with company match. Please send your 
resume with detailed work history and salary 

requirements to: 
  Steph Shobe,  

Director of Human Resources
  Dimond Bros Insurance LLC

  928 Clinton Road, PO Box 1090
  Paris, IL  61944

  steph.shobe@dimondbros.com 02
03

20
21

OAK CREST
DeKalb Area Retirement Center

Oak Crest is seeking full & part time
CNA Staff - Certified to work in the State of Illinois

Benefits include competitive wages, flexible scheduling, 
time off with pay, Health Insurance/Dental/Vision/Life 

Insurance, 403B Retirement, On Site Gym
Ideal candidates will have a strong interest in geriatric 
nursing, be dedicated to quality care, and motivated to 

become part of our exceptional health care team.
To provide resume, fax to 815-756-6515 or  

E-mail to scox@oakcrestdekalb.org
Equal Opportunity Employer

CNA STAFF - CERTIFIED

12062020

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

303 303 
APPLIANCES APPLIANCES 

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE )
MATTER )
OF THE )No.
ESTATE )2021
OF )P 6
MARLENE )
A. SPRING, )
Deceased )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of MARLENE 
A. SPRING. Letters of 
Office were issued on
January 19, 2021, to 
Bryan J. Spring, 4639 
E. Woodbine Rd., 
Byron, IL 61010, who 
is the Executor of the 
Estate. The attorney for 
the Estate is Amanda 
J. Martinez, The Law 
Office of Amanda 
Adams Martinez LLC, 
5732 E. Riverside Blvd., 
#201, Loves Park, IL 
61111.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed on 
or before July 27, 2021, 
that date being at least 
six (6) months from the 
date of first publication, 
or within three (3) 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery 
of Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery 
is required by Section 

18-3 of the
Illinois Probate Act, 
1975 as amended, 
whichever date is later. 
Any claim not filed 
by the requisite date 
stated above shall be 
barred.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the office of the Ogle 
County Circuit Clerk -
Probate Division, at 106 
S. 5th Street, Suite 300, 
Oregon, Illinois 61061, 
or with the Estate legal 
representative, or both.
Copies of claims 
filed with the Circuit 
Clerk’s Office - Probate 
Division must be 
mailed or delivered 
to the Estate legal 
representative and to 
his attorney within ten 
(10) days after it has 
been filed.
BRYAN J. SPRING, 
Executor of the Estate 
of Marlene A. Spring, 
Deceased AMANDA 
ADAMS MARTINEZ 
#6287970
a m a r t i n e z @
adamsmartinezlaw.com
The Law Office of 
Amanda Adams 
Martinez LLC
5732 E. Riverside Blvd. 
#201
Loves Park, IL 61111
p. (815) 491-8065
No. 0124 (Jan. 27, Feb. 
3, 10)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

Lost dog. Small Male 
Terrier. Tan/Brown 
with White Spots. 
Microchipped. Lost 
in the Vicinity of 
Dimmick (Mendota 
& LaSalle-Peru) on 
North 35th Road. 
Call 815-252-1797. 
Between Missing since 
Christmas day. Call 
815-252-1797Mendota 
& LaSalle-Peru 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 

facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center #275 School 
District is Seeking 
a Highly Skilled, 
Detail Oriented and 
Motivated Bookkeeper 
for the 2022 SY. The 
Ideal Candidate Must 
Maintain Accurate 
Records Which Reflect 
the Daily Financial 
Transactions of the 
School District. The 
Candidate will be 
Expected to Have 
Working Knowledge 
of Basic Cash-Based 
Accounting Principles 
and Have Experience 
in Synchronizing 
Bank Statements with 
Monthly Financial 
Activities. The 
Candidate Must be 
Able to Effectively 
use MS Office Suite 
Programs and Must 
Have Excellent 
Organizational and 
Time Management 
Skills. They Should 
Work Collaboratively 
with Team Members 
and Must Possess 
Excellent Written and 
Verbal Communication 
Skills.  To Apply and for 
More Detail Information 
go to: afcschools.net

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Chest of Drawers and 
Dresser W/Mirror, 
Excellent Condition. 

$150 Call 815-857-
2149 McCracken (02-
07-21)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

R O C H E L L E : 
BEAUTIFUL Large 
2-BEDROOM, 1-Bath. 
All Utilities Included. 
Washer/Dryer in Unit. 
Off Street/Parking. 
1 - G a r a g e / S p a c e . 
Senior Citizen Discount. 
Email or Call for 
Showing rentals464@
gmail.com or 815-762-
6440. (02-07-21)

1&2-BEDROOM Apts. 
Clean, Quiet. Available 
Now. Some Utilities 
Included. Call For 
Showing 815-762-6650 
or 815-761-3968. (02-
03-21)

ROCHELLE: Clean, 
Quiet. No Pets/
Smoking. Parking in-
Rear. Coin Laundry. 
630-858-4180. (02-07-
21)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE
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BIG GAME PREVIEW

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm
 Mon.-Wed. 10am-1am
Thurs.-Sat. 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL 

815-562-6568

Score At Score At 
Kenny’s Place!Kenny’s Place!

GAME DAY!GAME DAY!
Domestic Buckets 5/$11Domestic Buckets 5/$11
Import Buckets 5/$12Import Buckets 5/$12

Aluminum Buckets 5/$12Aluminum Buckets 5/$12
$1,  $2  &  $3  Drink Specials$1,  $2  &  $3  Drink Specials

Giveaways Every Quarter!Giveaways Every Quarter!
9 Extra Large Screen TVs  9 Extra Large Screen TVs  

so you won’t miss a thing!so you won’t miss a thing!

01312021

815-562-4747
636 S. 7th Street, Hwy. 251 South, Rochelle

Next to Prescott Bros. Ford
www.bodywerksofrochelle.com

01
29

20
17

Quality Collision Repair
On All Makes And Models

FREE 

ESTIMATES

Your Local Rhino Linings® Dealer

Rt. 251 S., Rochelle • 562-5133 • zipsautobody.com

Complete 
Body Repair On Domestic 

And Foreign 
Cars And Trucks

Now In Our

36th year!

01
28
20
19

Tampa Bay Buccaneers

Brady seeking unprecedented seventh title
Bucs become first team in league history to host Big Game matchup

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers will represent the NFC in the Big Game on Sunday, becoming the first team in league history to host the 
championship game on their home field. Quarterback Tom Brady will try for his seventh career title in 10 appearances.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

THE Tampa Bay 
B u c c a n e e r s 
made his tory 

with their 31-26 vic-
tory over the Green Bay 
Packers at Lambeau Field 
this past weekend. With 
the victory, Tampa Bay 
became the first team in 
NFL history to earn an 
opportunity to compete 
in the Big Game on its 
home field. The Big Game 
will kick off at Raymond 
James Stadium in Tampa, 
Florida on Sunday, Feb. 7 
at 5:30 p.m.

Qua r t e rback  Tom 
Brady also added another 
unprecedented achieve-
ment to his Hall of Fame 
resume, securing his 10th 
career Big Game appear-
ance as he looks to win his 
seventh career champion-
ship title. Brady went 6-3 
across nine Big Games as 
a member of the New Eng-
land Patriots. Brady now 
has as many Big Game 
appearances as Aaron 
Rodgers and Drew Brees.

The Buccaneers feature 
several high-profile weap-
ons on offense includ-
ing wide receivers Mike 
Evans, Chris Godwin, 
Antonio Brown and tight 
ends Rob Gronkowski and 
Cameron Brate. Running 
back Ronald Jones II ran 
for nearly 1,000 yards 
during the regular season, 
and the addition of former 

first-rounder Leonard 
Fournette has bolstered 
the Tampa Bay backfield. 
The Buccaneers finished 
second in the NFL this 
season in passing yards 
per game with 289.1.

Tampa Bay’s defen-
sive unit has several elite 
talents as well includ-

ing linebackers Lavonte 
David and Devin White, 
who leads all postseason 
players in tackles. De-
fensive linemen Jason 
Pierre-Paul, Ndamukong 
Suh and Shaq Barrett 
made up a unit that helped 
Tampa Bay finish fifth in 
sacks with 48 during the 

regular season. The Buc-
caneers have seven sacks 
this postseason.

The Buccaneers are 
coached by Bruce Arians, 
who led the team to an 11-5 
record and the No. 5 seed 
in the NFC this season. 
Tampa Bay reached the 
Big Game with victo-

ries over the Washington 
Football Team, the New 
Orleans Saints and the 
top-seeded Green Bay 
Packers.

The 2021 Big Game 
matchup is a repeat of 
Week 12, when the Kansas 
City Chiefs beat the Buc-
caneers 27-24 at Raymond 

James Stadium despite 
345 yards and three touch-
downs from Brady, who 
also had two intercep-
tions. Evans caught two 
touchdown passes in the 
game, while Gronkowski 
and Godwin combined to 
record 14 receptions for 
203 yards.

Big Game HistoryBig Game History
Game   Date   Results      Location   MVP  Game   Date   Results      Location   MVP  
I   1-15-1967  Green Bay 35, Kansas City 10  Los Angeles, CA  Bart StarrI   1-15-1967  Green Bay 35, Kansas City 10  Los Angeles, CA  Bart Starr
II   1-14-1968  Green Bay 33, Oakland 14  Miami, FL   Bart StarrII   1-14-1968  Green Bay 33, Oakland 14  Miami, FL   Bart Starr
III   1-12-1969  NY Jets 16, Baltimore 7   Miami, FL   Joe NamathIII   1-12-1969  NY Jets 16, Baltimore 7   Miami, FL   Joe Namath
IV   1-11-1970  Kansas City 23, Minnesota 7  New Orleans, LA  Len DawsonIV   1-11-1970  Kansas City 23, Minnesota 7  New Orleans, LA  Len Dawson
V   1-17-1971  Baltimore 16, Dallas 13   Miami, FL   Chuck HowleyV   1-17-1971  Baltimore 16, Dallas 13   Miami, FL   Chuck Howley
VI   1-16-1972  Dallas 24, Miami 3    New Orleans, LA  Roger StaubachVI   1-16-1972  Dallas 24, Miami 3    New Orleans, LA  Roger Staubach
VII   1-14-1973  Miami 14, Washington 7   Los Angeles, CA  Jake ScottVII   1-14-1973  Miami 14, Washington 7   Los Angeles, CA  Jake Scott
VIII   1-13-1974  Miami 24, Minnesota 7   Houston, TX   Larry CsonkaVIII   1-13-1974  Miami 24, Minnesota 7   Houston, TX   Larry Csonka
IX   1-12-1975  Pittsburgh 16, Minnesota 6  New Orleans, LA  Franco HarrisIX   1-12-1975  Pittsburgh 16, Minnesota 6  New Orleans, LA  Franco Harris
X   1-18-1976  Pittsburgh 21, Dallas 17   Miami, FL   Lynn SwannX   1-18-1976  Pittsburgh 21, Dallas 17   Miami, FL   Lynn Swann
XI   1-9-1977  Oakland 32, Minnesota 14  Pasadena, CA  Fred BiletnikoffXI   1-9-1977  Oakland 32, Minnesota 14  Pasadena, CA  Fred Biletnikoff
XII   1-15-1978  Dallas 27, Denver 10   New Orleans, LA  H. Martin & R. WhiteXII   1-15-1978  Dallas 27, Denver 10   New Orleans, LA  H. Martin & R. White
XIII   1-21-1979  Pittsburgh 35, Dallas 31   Miami, FL   Terry BradshawXIII   1-21-1979  Pittsburgh 35, Dallas 31   Miami, FL   Terry Bradshaw
XIV   1-20-1980  Pittsburgh 31, LA Rams 19  Pasadena, CA  Terry Bradshaw XIV   1-20-1980  Pittsburgh 31, LA Rams 19  Pasadena, CA  Terry Bradshaw 
XV   1-25-1981  Oakland 27, Philadelphia 10  New Orleans, LA  Jim PlunkettXV   1-25-1981  Oakland 27, Philadelphia 10  New Orleans, LA  Jim Plunkett
XVI   1-24-1982  San Francisco 26, Cincinnati 21  Pontiac, MI   Joe Montana XVI   1-24-1982  San Francisco 26, Cincinnati 21  Pontiac, MI   Joe Montana 
XVII   1-30-1983  Washington 27, Miami 17  Pasadena, CA  John RigginsXVII   1-30-1983  Washington 27, Miami 17  Pasadena, CA  John Riggins
XVIII   1-22-1984  LA Raiders 38, Washington 9  Tampa, FL   Marcus AllenXVIII   1-22-1984  LA Raiders 38, Washington 9  Tampa, FL   Marcus Allen
XIX   1-20-1985  San Francisco 38, Miami 16  Stanford, CA  Joe MontanaXIX   1-20-1985  San Francisco 38, Miami 16  Stanford, CA  Joe Montana
XX   1-26-1986  Chicago 46, New England 10  New Orleans, LA  Richard DentXX   1-26-1986  Chicago 46, New England 10  New Orleans, LA  Richard Dent
XXI   1-25-1987  NY Giants 39, Denver 20   Pasadena, CA  Phil SimmsXXI   1-25-1987  NY Giants 39, Denver 20   Pasadena, CA  Phil Simms
XXII   1-31-1988  Washington 42, Denver 10  San Diego, CA  Doug WilliamsXXII   1-31-1988  Washington 42, Denver 10  San Diego, CA  Doug Williams
XXIII   1-22-1989  San Francisco 20, Cincinnati 16  Miami, FL   Jerry Rice XXIII   1-22-1989  San Francisco 20, Cincinnati 16  Miami, FL   Jerry Rice 
XXIV   1-28-1990  San Francisco 55, Denver 10  New Orleans, LA  Joe Montana XXIV   1-28-1990  San Francisco 55, Denver 10  New Orleans, LA  Joe Montana 
XXV   1-27-1991  NY Giants 20, Buffalo 19   Tampa, FL   Ottis AndersonXXV   1-27-1991  NY Giants 20, Buffalo 19   Tampa, FL   Ottis Anderson
XXVI   1-26-1992  Washington 37, Buffalo 24  Minneapolis, MN  Mark RypienXXVI   1-26-1992  Washington 37, Buffalo 24  Minneapolis, MN  Mark Rypien
XXVII   1-31-1993  Dallas 52, Buffalo 17   Pasadena, CA  Troy Aikman XXVII   1-31-1993  Dallas 52, Buffalo 17   Pasadena, CA  Troy Aikman 
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BIG GAME PREVIEW
Kansas City Chiefs

Mahomes eyes second title in three seasons
Chiefs enter matchup with Tampa Bay as defending champions

The Kansas City Chiefs will represent the AFC in the Big Game on Sunday. The Chiefs are defending champions and are looking to win their 
second league title in three years. Quarterback Patrick Mahomes will attempt to win his second MVP award as well.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

AFTER winning 
the Big Game 
in 2020 with a 

31-20 victory over the San 
Francisco 49ers, star quar-
terback Patrick Mahomes 
and the Kansas City Chiefs 
are back in the champion-
ship game and looking to 
secure their second con-
secutive title as defending 
champions.

Mahomes, who was 
named Most Valuable 
Player in the Big Game 
last season, could become 
the youngest quarterback 
in NFL history to win mul-
tiple championships if the 
Chiefs emerge victorious 
over the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers at Raymond James 
Stadium next Sunday, Feb. 
7. Mahomes recently led 
Kansas City over the Buf-
falo Bills in the AFC title 
game, winning 38-24 and 
becoming the 12th quarter-
back in NFL history with 
a touchdown pass in 30 
straight games.

Mahomes, who finished 
second in the league behind 
only Deshaun Watson in 
passing yards, highlights 
an elite Kansas City offense 
that ranks first in the NFL 
with nearly 416 yards per 
game including over 300 
yards per game through the 
air. Wide receiver Tyreek 
Hill and tight end Travis 
Kelce are Kansas City’s top 
pass catchers, while first-

round pick Clyde Edwards-
Helaire and former All-Pro 
running back Le’Veon Bell 
will carry the ball out of the 
backfield.

Defensive back Tyrann 
Mathieu totaled six inter-
ceptions during the regular 
season, third-most among 
NFL players. Mathieu leads 

a Kansas City defensive 
unit currently ranked fifth 
in both sacks and yards 
allowed during the postsea-
son. Defensive tackle Chris 
Jones, who totaled 7.5 sacks 
during the regular season, 
will line up as the top pass 
rusher for the Chiefs.

Kansas City defeated 

Tampa Bay 27-24 earlier 
this season in Week 12, with 
Mahomes throwing for 462 
yards and three touchdowns 
while completing 37-of-49 
passes. Hill was unstop-
pable during the matchup, 
torching the Buccaneer de-
fense on their home field for 
a career-best 269 receiving 

yards and three touchdowns 
on 13 receptions. Ma-
thieu and defensive back 
Bashaud Breeland each 
intercepted Tampa Bay 
quarterback Tom Brady 
during the victory.

Mahomes and Brady’s 
last postseason meeting 
was in 2019, when Brady’s 

Patriots topped Mahomes 
and the Chiefs 37-31 in 
overtime at Gillette Sta-
dium. Mahomes threw 
for 295 yards and three 
touchdowns in the game, 
while Brady finished with 
348 passing yards, one 
touchdown and two inter-
ceptions. 
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Big Game HistoryBig Game History
Game   Date   Results      Location   MVP   Game   Date   Results      Location   MVP   
XXVIII   1-30-1994  Dallas 30, Buffalo 13   Atlanta, GA   Emmitt SmithXXVIII   1-30-1994  Dallas 30, Buffalo 13   Atlanta, GA   Emmitt Smith
XXVIX   1-29-1995  San Francisco 49, San Diego 26  Miami, FL   Steve YoungXXVIX   1-29-1995  San Francisco 49, San Diego 26  Miami, FL   Steve Young
XXX   1-28-1996  Dallas 27, Pittsburgh 17   Tempe, AZ   Larry Brown   XXX   1-28-1996  Dallas 27, Pittsburgh 17   Tempe, AZ   Larry Brown   
XXXI   1-26-1997  Green Bay 35, New England 21  New Orleans, LA  Desmond HowardXXXI   1-26-1997  Green Bay 35, New England 21  New Orleans, LA  Desmond Howard
XXXII   1-25-1998  Denver 31, Green Bay 24   San Diego, CA  Terrell DavisXXXII   1-25-1998  Denver 31, Green Bay 24   San Diego, CA  Terrell Davis
XXXIII   1-31-1999  Denver 34, Atlanta 19   Miami, FL   John ElwayXXXIII   1-31-1999  Denver 34, Atlanta 19   Miami, FL   John Elway
XXXIV   1-30-2000  St. Louis 23, Tennessee 16  Atlanta, GA   Kurt Warner XXXIV   1-30-2000  St. Louis 23, Tennessee 16  Atlanta, GA   Kurt Warner 
XXXV   1-28-2001  Baltimore 34, NY Giants 7  Tampa, FL   Ray LewisXXXV   1-28-2001  Baltimore 34, NY Giants 7  Tampa, FL   Ray Lewis
XXXVI   2-3-2002  New England 20, St. Louis 17  New Orleans, LA  Tom BradyXXXVI   2-3-2002  New England 20, St. Louis 17  New Orleans, LA  Tom Brady
XXXVII  1-26-2003  Tampa Bay 48, Oakland 21  San Diego, CA  Dexter JacksonXXXVII  1-26-2003  Tampa Bay 48, Oakland 21  San Diego, CA  Dexter Jackson
XXXVIII  2-1-2004  New England 32, Carolina 29  Houston, TX   Tom Brady  XXXVIII  2-1-2004  New England 32, Carolina 29  Houston, TX   Tom Brady  
XXXVIX  2-6-2005  New England 24, Philadelphia 21 Jacksonville, FL  Deion BranchXXXVIX  2-6-2005  New England 24, Philadelphia 21 Jacksonville, FL  Deion Branch
XL   2-5-2006  Pittsburgh 21, Seattle 10   Detroit, MI   Hines WardXL   2-5-2006  Pittsburgh 21, Seattle 10   Detroit, MI   Hines Ward
XLI   2-4-2007  Indianapolis 29, Chicago 17  Miami Gardens, FL  Peyton ManningXLI   2-4-2007  Indianapolis 29, Chicago 17  Miami Gardens, FL  Peyton Manning
XLII   2-3-2008  NY Giants 17, New England 14  Glendale, AZ  Eli ManningXLII   2-3-2008  NY Giants 17, New England 14  Glendale, AZ  Eli Manning
XLIII   2-1-2009  Pittsburgh 27, Arizona 23  Tampa, FL   Santonio HolmesXLIII   2-1-2009  Pittsburgh 27, Arizona 23  Tampa, FL   Santonio Holmes
XLIV   2-7-2010  New Orleans 31, Indianapolis 17 Miami Gardens, FL  Drew BreesXLIV   2-7-2010  New Orleans 31, Indianapolis 17 Miami Gardens, FL  Drew Brees
XLV   2-6-2011  Green Bay 31, Pittsburgh 25  Arlington, TX  Aaron RodgersXLV   2-6-2011  Green Bay 31, Pittsburgh 25  Arlington, TX  Aaron Rodgers
XLVI   2-5-2012  NY Giants 21, New England 17  Indianapolis, IN  Eli Manning  XLVI   2-5-2012  NY Giants 21, New England 17  Indianapolis, IN  Eli Manning  
XLVII   2-3-2013  Baltimore 34, San Francisco 31  New Orleans, LA  Joe FlaccoXLVII   2-3-2013  Baltimore 34, San Francisco 31  New Orleans, LA  Joe Flacco
XLVIII   2-2-2014  Seattle 43, Denver 8   East Rutherford, NJ Malcolm SmithXLVIII   2-2-2014  Seattle 43, Denver 8   East Rutherford, NJ Malcolm Smith
XLVIX   2-1-2015  New England 28, Seattle 24  Glendale, AZ  Tom BradyXLVIX   2-1-2015  New England 28, Seattle 24  Glendale, AZ  Tom Brady
L   2-7-2016  Denver 24, Carolina 10   Santa Clara, CA  Von MillerL   2-7-2016  Denver 24, Carolina 10   Santa Clara, CA  Von Miller
LI   2-5-2017  New England 34, Atlanta 28 (OT) Houston, TX   Tom BradyLI   2-5-2017  New England 34, Atlanta 28 (OT) Houston, TX   Tom Brady
LII   2-4-2018  Philadelphia 44, New England 31 Minneapolis, MN  Nick FolesLII   2-4-2018  Philadelphia 44, New England 31 Minneapolis, MN  Nick Foles
LIII   2-3-2019  New England 13, LA Rams 3  Atlanta, GA   Julian EdelmanLIII   2-3-2019  New England 13, LA Rams 3  Atlanta, GA   Julian Edelman
LIV   2-2-2020  Kansas City 31, San Francisco 20 Miami Gardens, FL  Patrick MahomesLIV   2-2-2020  Kansas City 31, San Francisco 20 Miami Gardens, FL  Patrick Mahomes
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