
OGLE COUNTY – The Ogle County Life is 
offering readers a chance to become honorary 
staff members of the paper by participating in 
the annual Voluntary Payment promotion.

Envelopes were inserted into our Feb. 1 issue. 
If you didn't receive an envelope or have any 
questions, call our office at 815-732-2156. Also, 
10 percent of any money donated in February 
will be donated to our local senior centers.

For 36 years, we have been providing the Life 
to readers free of charge. We expect to continue 
to be able to do this for many years to come.

However, newsprint and postage costs do 
continue to rise, and any contributions that 
readers can make greatly help defray these 
costs and enable us to provide the best product 
possible.

“Our readers’ generosity has played a big 
part in helping us achieve our goals, includ-
ing adding an  e-edition, which we continue to 
offer for free for our loyal readers,” said Life 
general manager Mike Feltes.

In addition to helping out the paper, anyone 
making a voluntary payment will also be helping 
our local senior citizens, as we in turn make a 
donation to area senior centers on your behalf.

The envelopes can be mailed in to P.O. Box 378 
Oregon, or put in our drop box at Conover Square.

Did you get your 
voluntary pay 

envelope?
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Winter reminder

Winter recently gave everyone in the 
region a reminder that it is not going 
away anytime soon. After up to 6 inches 
of snow fell at the end of January, more 
came last week. And it was all followed 
by an arctic blast of cold air that looks 
like it will stay with us for much of the 
week, with low temperatures forecast to 
be below zero until the end of the week. 
(Brad Jennings photos)
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OREGON – This fall the Village Bakery was selected as one 
of 30 business this year to be recognized as an Illinois Maker. 

On Jan. 14, The Blackhawk Waterways Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau presented the Illinois Maker award to the Bakery. 

In presenting the award, Diane Bausman, Executive Direc-
tor of the Bureau, said that the Bakery now joins only 175 
business in the State of Illinois to receive a similar honor. 

“Makers like the Village Bakery represent the pinnacle of 
local businesses,” Bausman said.

Among the requirements to become an Illinois Maker, a 
business must offer an excellent customer experience, place 
a strong emphasis on its Illinois roots, and have a captivating 
story to tell.

“One of the great things about small town Americana is 
their ability to repurpose their buildings,” said Oregon Mayor 
Ken Williams.

Williams explained that the 100-year-old building that 
houses the Bakery was originally a movie theater before be-
coming a hardware store and then a video store.  

“You are a leader in redoing this building as a bright spot 
for other merchants in Oregon to follow,” he said. “And they 
have.” 

Brion Brooks, Executive Director of the Village of Progress, 
Inc., which owns and operates the Bakery, received the award. 

“It’s gratifying to receive recognition for what we’re trying 
to accomplish – giving persons with developmental disabili-
ties the confidence and competence to work in a real-world 
business,” he said. “And giving others a chance to witness 
what they can do.”Brion Brooks, Village of Progress Executive Director receives award from Diane Bausman, Blackhawk Water-

ways Convention & Visitors Bureau Executive Director recognizing the Village Bakery as an Illinois Maker. 

Village Bakery 
earns honor
Unique Oregon business 
recognized as an Illinois Maker

E-mail news items to 
bjennings@oglecountylife.com

Please send photos in the jpeg format. 
Deadline for all items is 3 p.m. Wednesday.
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The Ogle County Health Department 
has announced that it has partnered with 
several organizations who will pre-register 
members of the population age 65 years of 
age and older for their COVID-19 vaccina-
tion by phone. 

This is a new option for people who do 
not have access to register online. If you 
are age 65+, please call one of the contacts 
listed beginning Monday, Feb. 8 to add your 
name to the vaccination list.

In Oregon:
Rock River Center at 815-732-3252. 

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.

Oregon Public Library District at 815-
732-2724. Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., Friday-Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

University of Illinois Extension Office 
at 815-732-2191. Hours: Monday-Friday 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

In Rochelle:
Hub City Senior Center at 815-562-5050. 

Hours:  Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Flagg-Rochelle Public Library at 815-

562-3431. Hours: Monday-Thursday 10 
a.m.-6 p.m., Friday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

City of Rochelle at 815-562-6161. 
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., Friday 8:30-11:30 a.m.

In Mount Morris:
Mount Morris Senior Center at 815-

734-6335. Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

In Polo:

Polo Senior Center at 815-238-8645. 
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

You do have the ability to leave a mes-
sage with any of these organizations and 
your call will be returned.

When you register, please know this is 
not an immediate appointment but the list 
will be used to schedule vaccination ap-
pointments based on the supply of vaccine 
received. Please note that it is only neces-
sary to call ONE of the organizations to 
be added to the list. Multiple registrations 
will not move a person’s name up on the 
list and actually creates additional work. 
Be assured, you will receive a call back 
to schedule your appointment. When you 
receive your call, appointments will be 
scheduled for both your first and second 

doses of the vaccine.
The on-line pre-registration is also avail-

able by logging into health.oglecounty.
org. Please note: when typing the address 
into your browser, do not use “www” as 
you will receive an error; simply type in 
the web address as listed to complete the 
pre-registration process.

If you need transportation to your sched-
uled COVID-19 vaccination appointment, 
both the Hub Senior Center and Rock River 
Center can help with scheduling a ride. In 
addition, the Lee-Ogle Transportation Sys-
tems is available by calling 815-288-2117.

At this time, the demand is higher than 
the supply of vaccine so we continue to ask 
for patience as appointments are scheduled 
in the upcoming weeks and months

County to offer COVID shot registration over phone

President’s Day Holiday Hours
Rock River Center will be closed on Mon-

day, Feb. 15, in observance of President’s Day.  
No activities, programs or transportation will 
take place during this time.

We will reopen at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 16.

Living with Alzheimer’s for Caregivers-
Late Stage - Part 2

Listen by Phone
Tuesday, Feb. 9
Noon-1:30 p.m.
In the late stage of Alzheimer’s disease, 

caregiving typically involves new ways of 
connecting and interacting with the person 
with the disease. In this 2-part series, you’ll 
hear from caregivers and professionals about 
resources, monitoring care and providing 
meaningful connection for the person with 
late-stage Alzheimer’s and their families.

Northern Illinois Hospice will follow with 
a talk about grief, and how to prepare and 
ways to deal with grief.

Advance registration is required. Call 815-
484-1302 to register. Once you are registered, 
you will receive the link and or phone number 
to call in on the day of the event.

Support groups

Cancer Support Group
“Facing the Challenge” is a support group 

that provides a safe, accepting environment 
for patients currently going through treatment, 
survivors, caregivers and loved ones to talk 
openly about the challenges a cancer diagnosis 
brings.  ANYONE who has been affected 
by cancer is invited to attend! Rock River 
Center and Home of Hope are partnering to 

offer information to this group.  They meet 
quarterly on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
in March, June, September & December from 
2:00-3:00 p.m. at Rock River Center.

Caregiver Support Group
Kaylene Parks, RN from Serenity Hospice 

& Home, leads the Caregiver Support Group.  
This group is not limited to those caring for 
a loved one with Alzheimer’s.  We welcome 
those new to caregiving, those who anticipate 
care giving, and those for whom caregiving is 
already a way of life.  You will find informa-
tion, resources, encouragement & answers to 
difficult questions.  Our meetings are held 
on the first Tuesday of the month from 10-
11:30 a.m. at Rock River Center.  For more 
information, call the Center at 815-732-3252.

Diabetic Support Group
Sheryl Rocke, Licensed Dietician, fa-

cilitates this group by offering support, en-
couragement and the sharing of experiences 
when living with diabetes.  Join us for shared 
discussion and menu options as well.  This 
informative group meets the 1st Wednesday 
each month from 11 a.m.-noon at Rock River 
Center.  For more information, call Rock River 
Center at 815-732-3252 or 1-800-541-5479.

Low Vision Group
This is a group for those who have low 

vision, any form of vision loss, AMD or to 
caregivers of those with vision loss.  Low Vi-
sion Group meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 
the month at 12:00 pm at Rock River Center.

Registration required for all groups.  Please 
call Rock River Center at 815-732-3252 if 
you plan on attending.

Rock River Center announces 
upcoming events, support groups

 ROCKFORD – Mercyhealth is making in-network access available to all Zing 
Health Medicare Advantage members in Boone, McHenry, Ogle and Winnebago 
counties at all Mercyhealth facilities, including Javon Bea Hospital–Riverside and 
Javon Bea Hospital in Rockford. 

Eligible Zing Health plans include Zing Choice IL (HMO), Zing Open Access 
IL (HMO-POS) and Zing Essential Wellness IL (HMO C-SNP) plans.

“With open enrollment for 2021 underway, I’m glad we can provide in-network 
access to Mercyhealth’s quality healthcare options in our zero-dollar premium 
Medicare plans,” said Zing Health CEO Dr. Eric E. Whitaker. 

“Zing Health plans provide personal care for seniors at no or low co-pays for 
members, including patients with cardiovascular disease or other chronic special 
needs.”

 Zing Health›s care model is designed to give members easy access to the services 
they need, including Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage. 

Plans include dental, vision, hearing and fitness programs to provide members 
holistic care. Many of these benefits would require out-of-pocket payments or a 
supplemental plan for patients on original Medicare.

 This will be Zing Health’s first year providing coverage in north central Illinois. 
Options for 2021 open enrollment include a traditional HMO; an HMO-POS, a 
point-of-service plan with out-of-network options; and a Chronic Special Needs 
HMO C-SNP plan for patients with cardiovascular disease, chronic heart failure 
or diabetes. 

Zing Health also is licensed to provide Employer Group Waiver Plan (EGWP) 
options in 2021 to select retiree groups.

 Medicare open enrollment ends Dec. 7. To enroll, visit myzinghealth.com or 
call 1-833-TRY-ZING (1-833-879-9464).

Mercyhealth provides in-network care to 
Zing Health Medicare Advantage plans

meyersfurniture.com
209 Powers Rd. Hwy. 251 | Rochelle

815-562-8792

Entertain with 
elegance...

Relax in Luxury...

Sleep in style...

10192020

The Family of Gretel Anne Jones would 
like to thank everyone for your visits, 
gifts of food, cards, flowers, memorial 

contributions and expressions of support 
and sympathy during her illness 

and her recent passing. 
Your support and friendship at this time 

was very much appreciated 
and a comfort to the family.

Leonard Jones, Kim Kruse, Winston Hines
Cliff and Rhonda Jones

02082021
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Obituaries

Larry G. Adamson, 80, 
known by many as “LA” 
passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021 
with his family by his side 
at his daughter’s home in 
Rochelle after a short battle 
with cancer. 

Larry was born on Nov. 
11, 1940 in Rochelle, the 
son of Grant and Anna (Hay-
enga) Adamson. Larry’s 
mother, Anna passed away 
when he was four. His father 
then remarried Lorraine The-
ander (stepmother). Larry 
has three siblings, two sisters 
and one brother: Sue Wick, 
Gloria Svanda and Dan 
Adamson. Larry married 
Joann (Friday) Adamson 
on Febr. 23, 1963. They had 
two children, Deborah Ann 
and Craig Allen. Although 
they later divorced, they 
continued a true friendship 
and always lent a helping 
hand to each other. They also 
enjoyed spending holidays 
together with their children 
and grandchildren until the 
very end.

Larry was self-employed 
all of his life. He ran a crane 
in his early days. We were 
told by many that “he was 
one of the best.” He has built 
a couple of houses, including 
the family lake house that has 
been enjoyed by many with 
lots of family memories to be 
cherished forever. Farming, 
landscaping, snow removal, 
wood working, welding and 
tinkering around his shop fix-
ing lots of different machines 
is how he stayed young and 
active. There wasn’t any-
thing Larry could not fix. 
If he ran into a problem, he 
would fabricate whatever 
was needed to get the job 

done. He recently told a fam-
ily member that the one thing 
he would do over again and 
truly loved was the crane. 
His kids, grandkids, family 
members, and friends will 
walk away with so much 
knowledge that was learned 
from him that they otherwise 
would not have known.

Larry enjoyed hunting 
and shooting guns; he was 
an avid bowler and some will 
remember his love for racing 
snowmobiles competitively. 
He always loved spending 
time on the lake starting at 
a young age having his dad 
pull him and his brother, 
Dan, behind the pontoon. He 
loved riding a saucer with a 
chair on top, and since that 
wasn’t enough, he would 
stand on the chair. This 
might have been the begin-
ning of Larry becoming a 
daredevil. Making fishing 
lures and attending fishing 
tournaments with his son, 
Craig, was something they 
both enjoyed doing together. 
Larry has passed his love 
for fishing and the outdoors 
down to his grandchildren, 
as well. For years, he spent 
summers pulling his kids and 
grandkids behind the boat, 
giving ski lessons and wild 
tube rides.

Larry is survived by 

his two children: Deborah 
(Mark) Klouse of Rochelle, 
Craig (Rose) Adamson of 
Palmento, Fla.; seven grand-
children: Todd (Tiffany) Ad-
amson of Burlington, Briana 
Adamson of Machesney 
Park, Branden Adamson of 
Rockford, Amber (Kyle) 
Putzstuck of Rochelle, Jake 
(Alexa) Simmons of Ro-
chelle, Amanda Moreland 
(Darren) of Stillman Valley, 
and Matt (Jennifer) Ames of 
Roscoe; 15 great- grandchil-
dren: Tate, Easton, Hayes, 
Marlee, Emmitt, Pearson, 
Theo, Brooks, Ryder, Ga-
brielle, Chase, Jacob, Em-
mitt, Ryan and Bryce; one 
nephew, Jeffery McCar-
ren, and one niece, Tracy 
Svanda-Morse. He also had 
a very special relationship 
and shared many special 
memories with Jennifer La 
Rosa, Julie Pool, Michael 
Phillip and Sharon.

Larry is preceeded in 
death by his parents, Grant 
and Anna Adamson, and 
his stepmother, Lorraine 
Adamson.

Our family would like to 
extend a sincere thank you to 
Serenity Hospice and Home 
of Oregon, acknowledging 
Katie, and the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home for their dedi-
cation and compassion. We 
have been touched beyond 
words. Both have made this 
difficult time more bearable. 
Thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts.

A private family service 
will be held at a later date. 
Cremation Care has been 
provided by Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home in Rochelle. 
Visit www.ungerhorner.com 
to sign the online guest book.

Larry G. Adamson
MOUNT MORRIS – 

Richard A. Lenz Sr., age 92, 
passed away on Thursday, 
Jan. 28, 2021 in Pinecrest 
Manor Nursing Home, Mt. 
Morris. Richard was born on 
Oct. 17, 1928 in Oak Park, 
the son of Charles and Bessie 
(Zajicek) Lenz. 

He graduated from Oak 
Park River Forest High 
School and he attended 
Michigan State Univer-
sity. Richard served in the 
United States Army during 
the Korean Conflict. Richard 
married Joanne B. Davis on 
Feb. 13, 1954 in Oak Park, 
and she preceded him in 
death on Dec. 25, 2014.

Richard was the owner 
operator of Charles Lenz and 
Sons, Cicero, and he retired 
on Jan. 1, 1992. He was a 

member of the Methodist 
Church. He was also a mem-
ber of the Mt. Morris Moose 
Lodge #1551 and the VFW.

 Richard is survived by his 
children: Sandra (Charles) 
Zimmerman, Warrenville; 
Richard A. (Keith) Lenz Jr., 
Marengo; Sally A. (Ray) 
Carter, Blue Grass, Iowa; 
Thomas W. (Sandy) Lenz, 
Rhinelander, Wis.; 8 grand-

children: Dwayne A. Zim-
merman, Kyle M. Zimmer-
man, Lindsay A. Traore, 
Brooke A. Zimmerman, 
Amanda Carter, Trevor Cart-
er, Colton Carver, and Wyatt 
Lenz; 12 great grandchildren: 
Aeiden Padilla, Gabriella 
Carter, Noah Allen, Elijah 
Carter, Madelyn Carter, 
Alaina Carter, Lana, Jenna, 
Kara, Paxton, Grayson, and 
Camden Zimmerman.

Richard is preceded in 
death by his parents, wife: 
Joanne; great grandchild: 
Paris Arnold; brothers: 
Charles, Larry, and Walter; 
sisters: Lucy and Dorothy.

Cremation rights have 
accorded with Finch Funeral 
Home, 405 East Hitt, Mt. 
Morris, IL.  A celebration of 
life will be held at a later date.

Richard A. Lenz Sr.

OREGON – Helen B. 
Schell, 79, longtime Oregon 
resident, died Sunday, Jan. 
31, 2021 in OSF St. Anthony 
Medical Center, Rockford. 
Born June 3, 1941 in An-
derson, Mo., the daughter of 
Carroll and Helen Chaplin. 

Married to Charles Schell 
Jan. 18, 1958 in Belvidere. 
Helen enjoyed sewing, yard 
work and gardening. 

Survived by her husband 
Charles Schell of Oregon; 

daughters, Debbie Scoles of 
Freeport, Jackie (Brad) Hol-
landsworth of Rockford and 
Mary Dwyer of Leaf River; 
grandchildren: Christopher 
McCanse, Holly (Mike) 
Banghart, Charles McCanse, 
Brittany Hollandsworth, Jen-
nifer (Travis) Hall, Lukas 
(Meg) Dwyer, Derek (Jen-
nifer) Dwyer, Cecil Revels 
and Ashley Schell; and 5 great 
grandchildren. 

Preceded in death by her 

parents; son, Mike Schell; 
son-in-law, David Dwyer; 3 
brothers; and a sister. 

A walk-through visitation 
was held 4-6 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 3 in Farrell-Holland-
Gale Funeral Home, Oregon. 
Guidelines of social distanc-
ing and wearing facemasks 
will be practiced. Private 
burial will be in Daysville 
Cemetery, Oregon. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may be 
directed to the family.

Helen B. Schell

FORRESTON – Gerald 
I. Moats, age 85, formerly 
of Oregon, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, Jan. 
31, 2021 surrounded by his 
loving family. He was born 
March 17, 1935 in Oregon, 
the son of John and Dorothy 
(Woodrick) Moats.  

He grew up in Byron and 
attended Byron schools. He 
served in the U.S. Army from 
1958-1960 where he was 
honorably discharged. He 
married Diane Sabin on Oct. 
15, 1960 in Loves Park.  He 
worked for Barber Coleman 
in Rockford for 42 years. Ger-
ald served as an Ogle County 
Reserve Sheriff Deputy. He 
also served on the Byron Fire 
Dept. from 1953-1967 as a 
fireman, was the Assistant 
Chief from 1967-1968, and 
Fire Chief from 1968-1974. 

He was a proud member of 
the Patriot Guard. He served 
on the Blackhawk Area 
Council and was Den Leader 
for Troop # 147. He also 
coached boys baseball and 
girls softball in Byron.  Gerald 
was a founding member of 
the Blackhawk Rod & Cus-

tom Car Club. He enjoyed 
traveling to parades with the 
Byron Fire Department’s Old 
Truck # 1. He also enjoyed 
camping, riding motorcycles, 
working on hot rods, going to 
car shows, cruise nights and 
spending time with his fam-
ily and friends. He loved his 
wife’s Native American Heri-
tage and taking their teepee to 
rendezvous along with fried 
potatoes over the campfire. 
He was known around the 
area as “The Bike Guy” who 
sold and refurbished bikes on 
Route 2 just north of Oregon.  

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife Diane, 
his son-in-law Craig Ander-
son, and many good friends.  

He is survived by his 4 
children; Michelle Ander-
son of Oregon, Shannon 
(Kenny) Spangler of Byron, 
Dannielle (Tom) Hahn of 
Two Rivers, Wis., and Jared 
(Alicia) Moats of Forreston, 
his favorite sister Jean Van 
Kampen of Beloit, grandchil-
dren; Sabin, Brittany, Nick, 
Braunson, Graceon, Rachael, 
Kentrick, Rylee, Renée, and 
Kelden; great granddaughter 
Gracelynn, and his furry 
companions Carl, Nemo, and 
Annabelle.  

Funeral service was held 
11 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 6, 
2021 at the Cornerstone Fam-
ily Church, 205 N. Peru St., 
Byron, with the Pastor Randy 
Snider of the church officiat-
ing. A walk-through visitation 
was held at the church from 
10-11 a.m. 

A memorial fund is es-
tablished for the Darkhorse 
Lodge peaceful retreat for 
combat veterans located at 
1951 Swor Rd, Springville, 
TN 38256 . Visit darkhorselo-
dge.org. Farrell-Holland-
Gale Funeral Home in Byron 
is assisting the family 

Gerald I. Moats
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Obituaries

BYRON – Clyde E. 
Anderson, age 75 of Byron 
passed away at PA Peterson 
at the Citadel in Rockford 
on Jan. 29, 2021. He was 
born in Chana on July 13, 
1943 the son of Gilbert 
and Lorraine (Waters) An-
derson. 

He married Renee who 
preceded him in death. 
Clyde enjoyed being out-
doors riding motorcycles 
and fishing. He also enjoyed 
bowling and shooting pool. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, wife, and 
siblings, Art Anderson, 

Linda Cane-Snyder, and 
Gilbert Anderson. 

Clyde is survived by his 
siblings, Betty Anderson of 
Rockford, Audrey (Gazi) 
Abuhassan of Jordan, Jerry 

(Leslie) Anderson of Tenn., 
Ann (Bill) Redig of Fla., 
Gene Anderson of Byron 
and Carl Anderson of By-
ron; daughters, Lorraine 
Haroldson of MN and 
Becky Pestigaurd of Calif.; 
and several grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, and great 
nieces and nephews. 

There will be no services 
held at this time. In lieu of 
flowers memorials may be 
directed to the family at 
P.O. Box 930, Byron, IL 
61010. To leave an online 
condolence please visit 
www.FarrellHollandGale.

Clyde E. Anderson

OREGON – Donald R. 
“Don” Cates, age 56, died Fri-
day, Jan. 29, 2021 at his home 
near Oregon.  He was born May 
25, 1964 at the Martin Army 
Hospital in Fort Benning, Ga., 
the son to William R. “Bill” and 
Jayne L. (Hay) Cates.  

He graduated from St. 
Charles (East) High School in 
1982, De Pauw University in 
Greencastle, Indiana in 1986 
with a degree in Sociology, 
and obtained his MBA from 
the University of Wisconsin 
in 1992. Don was a business 
analyst consultant. Don was 
an avid Chicago Cubs and 
Bears fan. He loved to collect 
baseball cards and different 
beer cans. He had a passion for 
music and loved a good trivial 
quiz about music or sports. He 
loved the band Rush. He had a 
great interest in genealogy and 

was known for being inquisi-
tive, a handyman, and was an 
organizer and planner. He was 
active in the Boy Scouts of 
America and previously served 
on the Twin Rivers Council 
in St. Charles. He enjoyed 
traveling. His favorite candy 
was M&M’s.  

He was predeceased by 
his paternal grandparents 
Raymond and Judy Cates, and 

his maternal grandparents H. 
Donald and Louise Hay.  

He is survived by his par-
ents William and Jayne Cates 
of St. Charles, his 2 children 
Claire Cates of Chicago, Ian 
Cates of Aurora, and their 
mother Jennifer Obrecht, his 
sister Leanna (Keith) Hershey 
and nephews Kyle and Zach 
Hershey and other extended 
family.  

A private graveside service 
will be held at the Lighthouse 
Cemetery near Oregon with 
the Rev. Matthew Smith pas-
tor of the Lighthouse United 
Methodist Church officiating. 
There will also be a Celebration 
of Life gathering this summer 
in memory of Don. A memorial 
fund is established in Don’s 
name.  Farrell-Holland-Gale 
Funeral Home in Oregon as-
sisted the family.

Donald R. Cates

OREGON – The Oregon Park District 
is excited to announce registration for 
the 2021-22 school year will begin on 
Saturday, March 6.

Nash Recreation Center doors will open 
at 8 a.m., numbers will be passed out and 
registration will begin at 8:15 a.m. Social 
distancing practices will be observed. The 
facility will be closed to the public during 
registration.

The order for registration is as follows: 
resident annual members, non-resident 
annual members, residents then followed 
by non-residents.

A non-refund deposit is required at 
registration. The deposit amount will be 
the first month of tuition for the respective 
class and will be applied to the Septem-
ber payment. A copy of the child’s birth 
certificate is also required at registration.

The Oregon Park District Children’s 
Center program is designed to help prepare 
your child for kindergarten. Children will 
learn both indoors and outdoors utilizing 
both of our classrooms. Mrs. Crandall 
and Mrs. Teresa have developed a cur-
riculum to assist your child’s social and 
emotional development as well providing 
kindergarten readiness skills. 

Drop-off and pick-up will occur at 
our Children’s Center entrance located at 
School Street and South 6th Street. This 
location allows for you to drop your child 
off at the entrance from your car directly 
to our teachers. This procedure, enacted 
during COVID, has been successful and 

will continue in the 2021-22 school year. 
Our students and staff are able to be in-
dependent from Nash Recreation Center 
with their own kitchen, bathroom and 
both indoor and outdoor classrooms. The 
separation has allowed for easier transi-
tions at drop-off and much less contact 
than entering through the traditional 
Nash Recreation Center entrance. Pick-
up will allow parents to park on School 
and 6th Street and enter our back patio 
for dismissal.

The Tuesday/Thursday class is geared 
towards 3 year olds and younger 4-year 
olds. Class meets from 8:15-10:45 a.m. 
two days per week. Children must be at 
least 3 years old to attend the two-day 
class. 

The Monday/Wednesday/Friday class 
is structured for 4 year olds and younger 
5 year olds. Children must be at least 4 
years old by Sept. 1 to attend. Class will 
meet on Monday and Friday from 8:15-
11 a.m. Wednesday class will meet from 
8:15-11:30 a.m. Children will bring a 
packed lunch each Wednesday and enjoy 
lunch with their teachers to help prepare 
them for school lunches in Kindergarten. 

Children must be potty trained by the 
first day of class.

For more information on registration 
or to schedule a classroom visit and meet 
the teachers prior to registration contact 
tina@oregonpark.org or phone 815-
732-3101 and speak with Tina Ketter, 
Superintendent of Recreation.

Children's Center registration 
open now until March 6

GRAND DETOUR – The Grand Detour Township would like to invite everyone to 
attend its monthly meetings.  

They are held the second Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at the Grand Detour Town Hall. 
Except the April meeting which the annual meeting and held on the second Tuesday 
at 7:30. p.m  If the date or time of the meeting should change it will be posted outside 
the town hall.  

If you have any questions, please call Debbie Lowry, town clerk, at 815-652-4543.   
Dates are: Feb. 10, March 10, April 13, May 13, June 9, July 14, Aug. 11, Sept. 8, 

Oct. 13, Nov. 10, Dec. 8, and Jan. 12, 2022.

Grand Detour sets meeting dates



Looking for a 
new CPA?

We do income taxes, payroll & bookkeeping.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA
provides tax planning, preparation, & compliance 

services to tax-exempt entities, individuals, & 
businesses. She has more than 18 years of 

experience in income tax, compilation, payroll tax, 
& sales tax preparation. She is a Licensed Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) & an Enrolled Agent (EA) 

& Certified Online Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS
has 17 years of tax preparation experience. 

She holds a Master’s Degree in Taxation & is a 
Licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA). Make 
an appointment to see her today at the Rochelle 
or Stillman Valley office. She is a Certified Online 

Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

ROCHELLE OFFICE:
604 N Main St #2

815.561.8979

STILLMAN OFFICE:
202 N. Walnut
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com 01202021

Your Great
   Escape

Relaxing massages 
Luxurious facials 

Body scrubs & wraps 
Nail care, waxing, 

tanning, sunless 
tanning, complete 

haircare & more.

JTI Salon & Spa
600 Gale Street, Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-2477

Call today for an 
appointment!

07062020
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OREGON – High school students in 
Oregon will have an opportunity to learn 
more about health careers thanks to a new 
collaboration between the University of 
Illinois College of Medicine Rockford and 
Oregon High School. 

The new Rural Healthcare Explorers 
Program is made possible by a $16,806 
grant from the Community Foundation 
of Northern Illinois’ Dr. Louis and Violet 
Rubin Fund. 

The Rural Healthcare Explorers Program 

will be a six-week introduction to the field 
of healthcare and the preparation necessary 
to pursue a degree in the health sciences.  
30 students will be accepted into the pro-
gram and will learn about such fields as 
medicine, pharmacy and nursing through 
hands-on activities, panel discussions with 
local healthcare professionals and a health 
topic exploration project. 

The program will start accepting appli-
cations in February and the program will 
begin in April. 

 “There is a need for healthcare profes-
sionals, especially in rural areas,” says Hana 
Hinkle, Ph.D, the associate director of the 
college’s National Center for Rural Health 
Professions that works to address health-
care disparities in rural Illinois, nationally 
and globally. “These kinds of programs 
prepare students who may not know about 
certain health careers to enter those fields 
and, hopefully, consider practicing in their 
hometown or another rural area because 
they better understand the needs.”

 Oregon High School serves the rural 
communities of Oregon, Mt. Morris, and 
Chana. 

“This is a great opportunity for our stu-
dents at Oregon High School,” said Shannon 
Cremeens, dean of students at OHS, who is 
helping to build the program. “Each year, 
we have students who identify an interest 
in health-related careers. This program will 
greatly support these students in providing 
a unique opportunity to connect and learn 
about an incredibly important career field,” 

Program will inform students about health careers

OREGON – Oregon VFW Post 8739 will be doing a 
Blood Drive on Feb. 18 from 1:30-5:30 p.m.  

All donating will receive a gift card for $5 to be used at 
the VFW bar and grill. Blood supplies are in short supply 
please help us help those needing. Remember one pint can 
save three lives.  

The VFW is located at 1330 W West Washington St. in 
Oregon.

VFW post hosting blood drive

STILLMAN VALLEY – Bread of Life is a food Pantry 
serving residents of Ogle County and Meridian School 
District. We provide groceries to our neighbors in need.  

We meet at Valley Covenant Church, on the corner of 
Route 72 and S Maple, in Stillman Valley on the second 
Tuesday of each month. Please bring photo I.D. and proof 
of residence.  

Upcoming dates are Feb. 9 and March 9. Distribution 
is curbside from 3-5 p.m. If you are new to Bread of Life 
please call 815-645-8872 to register for our next distribution.

Food distribution Feb. 9

The Oregon Park District recently held a social distanced Valentine pillow party. Participants were able to create a no-
sew heart pillow to take home. They choose fabric, cut, stuffed and tied their creations. 

Making pillows



300 Mix Street • Oregon, IL 61061 • 815-732-2969
Check out our Facebook page for all the latest details.

Merlin’sMerlin’s

02082021

&& Hagemann Hagemann 
HorticultureHorticulture

Garden Party
April 22 - 24, Hours: 9-5

20% OFF 
TOTAL PURCHASE 

THROUGH 
FEBRUARY 27.

Spring Open House
March 18-20, Hours: 9-5

Door Prizes, Store-Wide Discounts & Food SamplingsDoor Prizes, Store-Wide Discounts & Food Samplings

& The Other Side Boutique& The Other Side Boutique

Succulent or 
Cactus Wine 
Bottle only 

$19.99* 
*while supplies last

COUPON

Check out our new inventory for Check out our new inventory for 
Valentine’s Day and all your upcoming Valentine’s Day and all your upcoming 

Spring needs!Spring needs!
We will be open on Saturday, February 13 
until 5:00 p.m. Closed on Valentines Day

Many new scents of  
Spring Mercury Glass Candles
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BYRON – The Byron Forest Preserve Dis-
trict will be offering a free Winter Lecture on 
Sunday, Feb. 14 starting at 2 p.m. via Zoom. 

Peggy Doty, Environmental and Energy 
Educator, University of Illinois Extension 
will talk about feral swine, also known as 
Eurasian boar or feral hogs.  These invasive 

animals are not native to North America and 
pose a huge threat to native ecosystems and 
agriculture operations. While there are no 
known feral hog populations currently in 
Illinois, increasing feral swine populations 
in neighboring states and climate change is 
making their appearance in Illinois more and 

more likely in the future.
 This program will provide information 

about the history of feral swine in America 
and the concern regarding their impacts on 
Illinois land, fish, wildlife and farming if these 
animals arrive.   The talk will also cover cur-
rent research on feral swine and successful 

methods of removing them.
The access this lecture, email the Byron 

Forest Preserve District at info@byron-
forestpreserve.com to register and receive 
the link and password for join this Zoom 
program. Call 815 234-8535, Ext. 200 for 
more information.

Forest Preserve District offering free lecture on feral swine Feb. 14
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BYRON – Steven Scholl, an independent LPL Financial advisor at Byron Wealth Management in Byron, has announced his inclusion in LPL’s Freedom’s Club. 
With more than 17,000 LPL-affiliated advisors nationwide, LPL awards select advisors with this distinction based on an advisor’s business success*. 
“On behalf of LPL and Byron Bank, I congratulate Steven on reaching this milestone in his professional career,” said Brent Baker, Byron Bank President. “Business owners, 

American investors and industries at large faced extraordinary challenges throughout 2020. In the advisor-mediated financial advice market, investors showed how much value they 
place on a trusting relationship with a financial advisor. We applaud Steven for his commitment to his clients and we are inspired by his dedication to making a meaningful impact 
in our community. It is an honor to support Steven and wish him and the entire Byron Wealth Management Team continued success as they continue to add value for clients and 
in their business in the years ahead.”

Scholl is affiliated with LPL Financial, the nation’s largest independent broker-dealer** and a leader in the retail financial advice market. LPL provides the resources, tools and 
technology that support advisors in their work to enrich their clients’ financial lives. 

About LPL Financial
LPL Financial is a leader in the retail financial advice market and the nation’s largest independent broker/dealer**. We serve independent financial advisors and financial insti-

tutions, providing them with the technology, research, clearing and compliance services, and practice management programs they need to create and grow thriving practices. LPL 
enables them to provide objective guidance to millions of American families seeking wealth management, retirement planning, financial planning and asset management solutions. 

Scholl earns LPL Financial recognition

The Build-A-Barn Committee is going ahead with plans 
for the 2021 Horse Show season – let’s make this the year 
that we reach our goal to get this barn built. 

We are taking the proper precautions pertaining to Co-
vid-19, and are looking forward to seeing you at the Ogle 
County Fairgrounds for the following events: May 16 Fuzzy 
Show, June 26 All English Show, June 27 All Western Show, 
Aug. 2 Harlan Holm Memorial Horse Show, Aug. 28 Open 
Fun Show, Oct.16-17 Spooktacular.

On July 17, we will have a Tack and Craft Sale at Stage-
coach Pass Farm, 14377 Trask Bridge Rd., Durand. 

Check out our Facebook page for more information and 
showbills, or shadowboxerarabians@gmail.com. 

Build-A-Barn Committee 
sets shows for 2021

ROCK FALLS – At least 
12 scholarships will be 
awarded by Tri-County Op-
portunities Council to income 
eligible students residing in 
the agency’s service area.  

The scholarships are 
worth up to $1,250 and have 
been made available by the 
Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Devel-
opment (DCEO) through its 
Community Services Block 
Grant funds.   All low-income 
students, racial or ethnic mi-
norities and previous scholar-
ship winners are encouraged 
to apply.

To be eligible for the 
scholarship competition:

* The applicant must be 
a member of an income-
eligible household.

* The applicants must 
be attending an Illinois 
accredited post-secondary 

educational institution of 
higher learning during the 
fall of 2021.  

* Applicants must be a 
resident of Bureau, Carroll, 
LaSalle, Lee, Marshall, Ogle, 
Putnam, Stark or Whiteside 
County in Illinois.

* Students must be con-
sidered full-time (minimum 
of 12 semester hours) to 
qualify for the full $1,250 
scholarship.  Part-time stu-
dents will be considered in 
the competition, however, 
scholarship awards will be 
pro-rated if they are selected 
as a winner.  

Application deadline is 
March 26, 2021. Further 
information and application 
forms may be obtained by 
contacting the office at 800-
323-5434, Ext. 15 or on the 
website at www.tcochelps.
org. 

Tri-County Opportunities 
Council scholarships available

OREGON – Roses are red, violets are blue Rock River 
Center has Valentines for you. 

Stop in to Rock River Center, 810 10th St. in Oregon, 
to check out our Valentine’s Day card and gift selection. 
We have greeting cards for all occasions at $1 each. Our 
Christmas gift and card selections sold out fast, so come on 
in Monday-Friday, from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

All proceeds go towards Rock River Center activities and 
programs. While you are here, be sure to get a copy of our 
newsletter and check out what is happening at the center. 
We are a not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing 
services to senior citizens and much more. 

For more information, call 815-732-3252. 

Rock River Center has 
Valentine cards for sale

It’s About People.
Technology. Trust.

Quality of Life.
Faster Healing. Close to Home.

For more information, call 815.564.4002 or visit 

www.cghmc.com/woundhealing. 
(No physician referral needed.)

Open in two locations for your convenience:
1321 N. Galena Avenue, Dixon, IL  61021
1809 N. Locust Street, Sterling, IL  61081

The CGH Wound Healing Center provides specialized treatment for chronic 
or non-healing wounds. As part your personalized treatment plan, our staff 
may also use specially designed chambers when necessary to increase the 
amount of oxygen in the blood and accelerate the body’s natural healing 
process. 
Conveniently located in Sterling and Dixon, our combination of 
nationally-accredited care, expertise and technology means we can heal 
almost any wound - even those that won’t respond to traditional treatment.
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STILLMAN VALLEY – 
Stillman Bank held its annual 
Holiday Giveaway drawing 
on Dec. 23.

The bank had a total of 
6 winners throughout its 
six locations. The winners 
received either a beef quarter 
or pork half.

The winners of the beef 
quarters were: Debbie Miller 
(Byron), Breana Frewin 
(Oregon), and Nancy Pfab 
(Lindenwood).

The winners of the pork 

halves were:  Kellie Stien 
(Roscoe), Dean Johnson 
(Stillman Valley), and Den-
nis Streid (Rockford)

The annual Holiday Give-
away is one of the many ways 
the bank gives back to the 
local communities it serves, 
officials said.  For more infor-
mation on the 2020 Holiday 
Giveaway or to find out 
more about Stillman Bank’s 
products and services, please 
contact or visit www.still-
manbank.com. 

S T I L L M A N  VA L -
LEY – Stillman Bank was 
thrilled to make a donation 
of $19,346.00 to the United 
Way of Rock River Valley 
towards their 2021 area-wide 
campaign. 

This monetary gift came 
from a variety of bank-wide 
initiatives including Casual 
Days, individual employee 
donations, and a corporate 
contribution. Collective em-
ployee donations were up 4 
percent compared to last year.

“With so many in our 
communities feeling the 
effects of COVID-19, the 
services of the agencies sup-
ported by United Way have 
taken on critical importance 

to many individuals and 
families in our area,” stated 
Marty Larson, Stillman Bank 
Chairman & CEO. “As a 
local community bank, we 
are proud of our employees’ 
strong support of this essen-
tial community effort.”

Over the past 20+ years, 
Stillman Bank and its em-
ployees have contributed 
over $360,000 to United 
Way.

The United Way of Rock 
River Valley, fights for 
the health, education, and 
financial stability of every 
person in our community. 
For more information, go to 
www.unitedwayrrv.org or 
call 815-968-5400.

OREGON – Oregon 
CUSD is conducting a free 
Preschool Screening for 
all children turning 3 or 4 
before Sept. 1 interested in 
attending Oregon Elemen-
tary Preschool. 

The purpose of the 
screening is to provide 
parents with an indicator of 
their child’s readiness for 
school and identify chil-
dren who may benefit from 
early childhood services. 

All children must be 
screened and qualify in 
order to attend the Oregon 
Elementary Preschool.  

The dates and times are:
Monday, March 15, 

8:20 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at the 
Oregon elementary School

Tuesday, March 16, 
noon-6:30 p.m., at the 
Oregon elementary School

Wednesday, March 17, 
8:20 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at the 
Oregon elementary School

Thursday, March 18, 
8:20 a.m.-12:40 p.m., at 
the Oregon elementary 
School

Please call the Oregon 
Elementary School at 815-
732-5300 to schedule your 
appointment. 

Oregon offering free 
preschool screening

Stillman Bank makes 
donation to United Way

Bank has holiday giveaway

OREGON – In coop-
eration with Merlin’s Green-
house/Hagemann Horticul-
ture, the Oregon Park District 
is offering a fun opportunity 
to learn a new method of 
growing a healthy bounty of 
greens indoors, year-round 
that is simple and nearly 
fool proof.  

This is a hands-on work-
shop, Thursday, Feb. 25 with 
instructors discussing how 
to grow micro greens, baby 
greens and herbs. Partici-
pants will learn  how to care 

for their plants growing in 
jars under artificial light and 
they will learn tips and tricks 
so that their plants will thrive 
for months, even in winter! 
Never buy leafy greens or 
herbs at the store again when 
you can enjoy fresh and ready 
to use greens whenever you 
need them right from your 
own indoor garden!  

Workshop fee includes 
a 4” state of-the-art grow 
light and a jar growing kit.  
You will have the ability 
to upgrade to a larger light 

and kit at the class. Fee is 
$55/Resident or $65/Non-
Resident.  This workshop 
will be held at Cork & Tap, 
Oregon. Choose between the 
6-7 p.m. or the 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
class time. The registration 
deadline is Feb. 18.  

Those interested in plant-
ing an indoor garden should 
register through the Oregon 
Park District on line at www.
oregonpark.org or register 
over the phone by calling 
Nash Recreation Center at 
815-732-3101.

Class on growing greens is Feb. 25



NO BUDGET 
ELECTRIC

20% off
Exp. 3-31-21. cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Must be presented to be valid.

815-323-9103
Seth and Rachel

Owner / Journeyman Electrician
Cell Phone: (815) 323-9103 • Email: nobudgetelectric@outlook.com 01252021

No job too big, no job too small! 

Licensed, bonded, and insured 

Commercial and industrial 
services also available.

We do all Residential electrical services 
from outlets to full service installs.  

ELECTRICAL THAT DOESN’T BREAK THE BANK
ONLY THE COMPETITION!!!
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BYRON – The Byron 
High School Theater and 
Choir department have been 
given a donation of $3,000 
from the Megan Clift Me-
morial Fund established at 
the Community Foundation 
of Northern Illinois. 

The donation in honor of 
Megan, from the Clift fam-
ily, has been used to support 
many activities and events 
that the groups participate 
in. Here are several ways 
the donation has been used 
this last school year: 

Byron Chamber Choir 
participates annually in the 
Augustana Chamber Choir 
Festival. Twelve schools 
were selected to be a part of 
this festival. This overnight 
event involves the choir 
members from those twelve 
schools coming together to 
create a mass choir.  This 
mass choir learns two cham-
ber style pieces under the 
direction of Dr. Jon Hurty 
and Dr. Michael Zemek, 
college choir directors. 
The students also attend 
master voice classes put 
on by the voice faculty on 
staff. Another aspect of this 
event is a private workshop 
with one of the two college 
directors.  Each choir gets 
15-20 minutes for the col-
lege choir director to listen 
to their songs and give cri-

tique and suggestions what 
they can do to improve the 
sound of those songs. A final 
event of the weekend is a 
public performance where 
the Chamber Choir sings 
two songs by themselves 
for the other school choirs 
and also members of the 
college choirs and public. 
All expenses for this event 
were covered by the Megan 
Clift monies.

Byron Choir students 
also applied to be part of 
the Millikin Vocal Festival. 
Seven students were select-
ed to be a part of this event. 
The students worked with 
Millikin’s director Brad 
Holmes and Beth Holmes, 
learning several concert 
pieces in a large group set-
ting.  Students were selected 
for this event from all over 
the State of Illinois. It is one 
of the top vocal festivals in 
the State. The students who 
attend always learn so much 
from these directors and 
they have a very enjoyable 
time singing with advanced 
singers from each selected 
choir. Donated funds helped 
pay the registration fee, 
housing, music, and private 
vocal lessons.

Byron Theater Troupe 
used their donation of funds 
to pay for ten students to 
attend the Illinois State The-

ater Fest. The students spent 
several days in Blooming-
ton/Normal attending work-
shops on various details of 
acting. They also attend 
musical performances of 
high schools who were ac-
cepted to have their musical 
performed at State Conven-
tion. Another performance 
the Byron students attend is 
the production put together 
by the State Musical Group. 
Students send in audition 
tapes in the summer and are 
selected to be a part of the 
Illinois State Musical.  

Each year the Shining 
Star Award is presented to 
the outstanding theater and 
choir students, typically 
from the senior class. This 
year the theater award was 
given to Madie Libman 
and the choir award was 
given to Cece Clodfelter. 
The success of the Shining 
Star donations and other 
donations from “Friends of 
Megan” help to continue 
the assistance that is given 
to the Byron Theater and 
Choir and its membership. 

The choir and theater 
students are very apprecia-
tive of the support from the 
Megan Clift Memorial Fund 
established at the Commu-
nity Foundation of Northern 
Illinois and the friendship of 
Ed and Beth Clift. 

Byron arts program gets donation

Sophia Schwartzrock won 
the Oregon VFW Voice Of 
Democracy for 2021. She 
also won District 6 which 
includes 17 other Post in 
Northern Illinois. Schwartz-
rock will now compete 
against all VFW Post in 
Illinois. We all wish he the 
best. Her essay followed the 
theme (Is this the country the 
founding fathers envisioned) 
perfectly. Schwartzrock is 
pictured with Sr. Vice Aaron 
Yocum of Post 8739 Oregon.

VFW
honors
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Zoom with Beth Shenberger-Salad In A Jar
Enjoy a hands-on workshop in the comfort of your own kitchen!  Register for this 

Zoom workshop scheduled for Thursday, February 18 at 6:30 p.m.  Receive your very own 
Pampered Chef Make & Take Mason Jar with secret salad dressing compartment.  Learn 
about meal prep and assemble a salad with your favorite fresh fixings using your jar.  Kits 
will be picked up at Nash prior to class and will include jar, recipes, and list of ingredients 
needed.  If you cannot make the zoom time, the class will be recorded for you to watch 
later.  Class fee is $26/Resident or $31/Non-Resident.  Registration deadline is Feb. 8.  

Pizza Lovers Night-Cooking with Lynnies’ Kitchen
Lynn will teach couples how to make a delicious heart-shaped pizza that you can take 

home and bake to celebrate Valentines’ Day.  Class will be held at Cork & Tap on Friday, 
Feb. 12 from 6-7:30 p.m. Learn to make homemade crust too!  Bring your sweetheart, 
“special someone,” or just a friend for an evening of fun, maybe a cocktail, and enjoy a 
night out.  Class fee includes all ingredients to make a two-topping pizza.  You will need 
to bring a few kitchen tools from home.  Class fee is $35/Resident couple or $42/Non-
Resident couple.  Last day to register is Feb. 8.

DIY Kit – Happy St. Patrick’s Day Sign with T+T
Enjoy stenciling a Happy St. Patrick’s Day sign on a 10” x 10” canvas.  This DIY proj-

ect is perfect for kids or adults looking for a crafty project.  Pick up your kit on Monday, 
March 1 at Nash.  Enjoy creating trendy art pieces with the help of a prepared kit (includes 
canvas, stencil, and all paint needed) and access to a “HOW TO” video with Charlotte from 
T+T.  Class fee is $14/Resident or $17/Non-Resident.  Registration deadline is Feb. 22.

Growing Greens and Herbs at Home with Merlin’s/Hagemann Horticulture
Never buy leafy greens or herbs at the store again!  Learn to grow a healthy bounty 

indoors, year-round that is simple and nearly fool proof.  Enjoy fresh and ready to use 
greens whenever you need them.  Class will be held on Thursday, Feb. 25 at Cork & Tap.  
Choose between the 6p.m. class or the 7:30 p.m. class when you register.  Fee is $55/Resi-
dent or $65/Non-Resident.  Fee includes a 4” state of the art grow light and a jar growing 
kit.   Registration deadline is Feb. 18.

T+T Stenciled Wooden Tags
Learn the basics of stenciling with Timber + Tribe.  These fun trendy wooden tags will 

look great on your wall or front door.  Choose from 10 different sayings for your tags.  
This class will be held at Cork & Tap on Friday, March 5, 2021 from 6:00-8:30 p.m.  Fee 
for the class is $45/Resident or $54/Non-Resident.  Registration deadline is Feb. 25.

Empanadas De Carne Con Queso
Learn to make authentic Beef & Cheese Empanadas from Michelle Carreno at Hector’s 

Cocina.  In this hands-on class participants will learn to make the dough as well as learn 
how to fill, fold and crimp the dough before baking.  The class is on Tuesday, Feb. 23 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Hector’s Cocina.  Class fee is $33/Resident or $40/Non-Resident. 
Registration deadline is Feb. 16.

Snowman building contest
Time to find the best snowman of 2021!  Build a snowman between now and Feb. 15.  

Email an unedited photo to lesley@oregonpark.org, and please include your email address, 
name and phone number. Winning entry will receive a prize!  This contest is FREE and 
open to all.

Email you submission to lesley@oregonpark.org by February 15th to be eligible to 
win prize.

Spring soccer
Soccer returns to Park West in the Spring of 2021! Practices will be held during the 

week starting the week of March 22nd and games are scheduled for Saturdays beginning 
April 2nd in Oregon and surrounding towns.  All players will receive their own ball to 
keep. Are you unsure of which age level to sign up for? Reference our age chart below.  If 
you are interested in coaching please contact Lesley at lesley@oregonpark.org

U6- Born in 2015 $55/$66 NR
U7- Born in 2014 $55/ $66 NR
U9- Born in 2012 &2013 $70/$84 NR
U11- Born in 2010 & 2011  $70/$84 NR
U13- Born in 2008 & 2009 $75/$90 NR
U15- Born in 2006 & 2007 (No H.S. Players allowed). $75/$90 NR
All government guidelines will be followed. Registration Deadline is March 8th

6th Grade Girls Competitive Seasons

With the recent IHSA changes to sporting season, both Girls 6th Grade Competitive 
Basketball and Volleyball Seasons have been adjusted. These seasons will not overlap, but 
have been condensed and fees have been restructured accordingly.

6th Grade Girls Basketball:
Open to 5th and 6th Grade Girls. Games start week of March 8th- Season ends March 

26th. This competitive league elevates the expectation of both the players and the coaches. 
Games are scheduled by Oregon School District and will replicate the 7th and 8th grade 
schedule. All home games will be played at Nash. Transportation to all away games will 
be provided by OCUSD. Due to low enrollment, this program is open to 5th Grade girls 
also. All Government guidelines will be followed. A volunteer coach is needed, please 
email lesley@oregonpark.org if interested.  Registration Fee $50, Registration Deadline 
Friday Feb. 12.

6th Grade Girls Volleyball:
Games start the week of April 5th and season ends April 27th. The 6th Grade volleyball 

program focuses on skill development and is an introduction to volleyball. The program 
will help prepare participants for the Jr. High level of competition. Practice dates and time 
will vary depending on the preference of the head coach. Home games are played at the 
Nash and travel to away games is provided by OCUSD buses. Tryouts may be required if 
the max number of participants is reached. This program is only open to 6th Grade girls 
currently. All government guidelines will be followed. A volunteer coach is needed for 
this program, please contact lesley@oregonpark.org if interested. Registration Fee $50, 
Registration deadline is Friday March 5. 

Oregon Park District has upcoming activities

Members of the Ogle Jolly 
4-h club participated in 
the annual Christmas Tree 
decorating contest held 
by the Stillman Bank. The 
theme of their tree was 
“There is no place like 4-h” 
They used Wizard of Oz 
themed 4-h ornaments that 
they created. Members also 
signed Christmas cards and 
made ornaments that they 
delivered to the Neighbors 
Nursing Home in Byron for 
the residents. 

Decorating
contest
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Tues., Feb. 9

Bread of Life food Pantry 
has a curbside distribution 
from 3-5 p.m. at Valley 
Covenant Church, on the 
corner of Route 72 and S. 
Maple, in Stillman. If you 
are new to Bread of Life 
please call 815-645-8872 to 
register.

Pajama Storytime with 
the Julia Hull Library, 
6:30 p.m. The whole fam-
ily is invited to our eve-
ning storytime series. Join 
Miss Kelly on Zoom for 
interac-tive books, rhymes, 
and songs. Wear your pjs, 
and bring a cuddle buddy.  
Email khaas@mail.merid-

ian223.org, or FB message 
us for a link to the program.  

Weds., Feb. 10

The new Highland Com-
munity College sponsored 
exercise class starts today 
at the Mount Morris Senior 
Center and is open to ev-
eryone. The class costs $40 
for 30 sessions and meets 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays at 9 a.m.  

Thurs., Feb. 11

Lunch Group will meet 
at 11:30 a.m.in Byron at 
the Sunrise II Family Res-
taurant, 101 W 2nd Street. 

Please call 815-732-4111 to 
register. Limited seating is 
available.

Fri., Feb. 12

C.A.F.E.  will meet at 9 
a.m. at the Serenity Home, 
1658 S IL RT 2 in Oregon, 
IL. Please call 815-732-
4111 to register. Limited 
seating is available.

Oregon Park District 
present Pizza Lovers Night 
– Cooking with Lynnies’ 
Kitchen at Cork & Tap 
from 6-7:30 p.m. Last day 
to register is Feb. 8. Class 
fee of $35/resident couple 
or $42/non-resident couple 

includes all ingredients to 
make a two-topping pizza.

Sat., Feb. 13

Dogwood Inn (Rt. 26/64) 
Indoor Market, 9 a.m. until 
1 p.m.  

Please send your items 
for the weekly Community 
Calendar to bjennings@
oglecountylife.com.  
Deadline for all items is 3 
p.m. Wednesday.

Brought to you by these sponsors:

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Mike Feltes, General Manager

Brad Jennings, Editor

LIFE letters' 
policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for 
publication, but the use of any material is at the dis-
cretion of management. All letters must be signed or 
they will not be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written by the 
candidates endorsing themselves will be considered 
for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to 
avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. 
Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from 
sarcasm or personal attacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations that is 
not broached tactfully will jeopardize the publica-
tion of a letter. Letters will be published in the order 
that they are received, unless there is a time factor 
involved, space permitting.

MOMENTS IN 
TIME

My hair experiment went very wrong

By Brad Jennings

Living
the Life

The great hair experiment 
is over. Done. Finished.

Lockdown has changed 
a lot of things for all of us. 
Eating at home more than 
ever for sure. Also, doing 
smaller loads of laundry 
because those sweatpants 
are good for a week. And 
we have all learned to either 
accept or simply keep quiet 
about the habits of the loved 
ones we live with. This has 
certainly taught us patience.

I also decided sometime 
last year that I was going to 
take one final run at growing 
my hair. Why not? Sure, I 
still go out and do interviews 
and see people, but not every 
day. I don’t have to drive 
into the office and force my 
mop on unsuspecting people 
who are simply trying to get 
through the day.

OK, I do that to my 
wife, but I believe we have 
a contract that says she has 
to deal with it.

So instead of getting my 
hair cut every three weeks 
I just stopped getting it cut. 
My hair grows surprisingly 
fast, so it did not take long 

before I started to see some 
results.

Here is the thing – I have 
always been pretty hair-
centric. I had the typical long 
hair in the late 70s and until I 
graduated in 1981. The mili-
tary took care of that for four 
years, but after I got out, I 
grew it again. For years I had 
many different styles, but I 
always had a style. I never 
didn’t care about my hair.

I would say the last time 
I let it grow was probably 
1990, in college at Northern 
Arizona University. I am 

not sure I got a haircut that 
year at all.

By 2000, I had short, 
spiky hair and I kept it like 
that for a long time – prob-
ably too long.

A few years ago, I noticed 
that the crown of my head 
was not exactly sporting a 
full crop of hair. Sadly, my 
always thin hair was aban-
doning ship at the crown. I 
contacted a witch doctor and 
tried a few spells, but noth-
ing seemed to work.

I did the only thing I 
could – after falling to my 
knees and screaming “WHY 
ME?”! to the sky a few times 
– I changed my hair style.

I grew it longer on top 
and combed it back but 
kept the sides short. That 
changed during lockdown 
when I decided to go all in 
on length.

While I will say I gave 
it a good try, I was losing 
the battle. Yes, my hair was 
growing. The top was lon-
ger, the back was longer and 
the sides were much longer.

But it was driving me 
crazy. My simple morning 

routine had turned into a 
nightmare of hair products, 
blow dryers and hair spray. 
And no matter what, it still 
looked, well, bad.

My wife, bless her heart, 
did the best she could do 
during this time. And the 
best she could do was to say 
nothing, which I know was 
hard for her. The few times 
I asked her opinion and she 
gently gave it, I acted like 
a toddler melting down at 
Target.

I went to my trusty stylist 
last week and said give me 
the old cut back, and that is 
what she did. It is still long 
on top – probably too long 
if you ask my wife, but the 
sides are buzzed and I feel 
much better about myself.

I have decided to focus 
on something new. In 2021, I 
am going to run a marathon. 
Considering I can already 
walk from the couch to the 
refrigerator without getting 
too winded, this should be 
a raging success.

Brad Jennings is Editor 
of The Ogle County Life.

* On Feb. 24, 1786, Wilhelm Karl Grimm, the 
younger of the two Brothers Grimm, is born in 
Germany. The Grimm collection of folk and fairy 
tales includes “Hansel and Gretel” and “Little Red 
Riding Hood.”

* On Feb. 25, 1862, the U.S. Congress passes the 
Legal Tender Act, authorizing paper notes to pay 
the government’s bills. It ended the long-standing 
policy of using only gold or silver in transactions.

* On Feb. 26, 1919, the Grand Canyon National 
Park is established. The chasm, home to more than 
1,500 plant and 500 animal species, is more than a 
mile deep, and 15 miles across at its widest point. 

* On Feb. 22, 1959, Lee Petty edges Johnny 
Beauchamp in a photo finish to win the first-ever 
Daytona 500 in Florida. Beauchamp was initially 
named the winner, until Petty challenged the results 
using news photos.

* On Feb. 27, 1964, the Italian government 
begins accepting suggestions on how to save the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa from collapse. The top of 
the 180-foot tower was hanging 17 feet south of the 
base. The tower’s lean is caused by the remains of 
an ancient river estuary under the building.

* On Feb. 23, 1980, speedskater Eric Heiden 
captures the 10,000-meter race at the Winter Olym-
pics in Lake Placid, New York, in world record 
time to win an unprecedented fifth individual gold 
medal. Heiden had overslept and rushed to the rink 
after eating just a few slices of bread.

* On Feb. 28, 1993, in Waco, Texas, federal 
agents launch an unsuccessful raid against the 
Branch Davidian compound as part of an inves-
tigation into illegal possession of firearms and 
explosives by the Christian cult. On April 18, U.S. 
Attorney General Janet Reno approved a tear-gas 
grenade assault on the compound. A fire erupted 
and at least 80 people died.

(c) 2021 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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Brad Jennings, Editor

Dear Editor, 
I am writing in response to Myrna Hart’s 

comment a few weeks ago when she felt 
President Tump’s presidency brought “car-
nage” to our country. 

I know President Trump’s personality 
brought controversy about him. He wasn’t a 
smooth-talking politician. He let you know 
exactly what he was thinking, but that was 
the promise he made to the country leading 
up to the election of 2016. He didn’t look 
like a politician, nor sound like one, nor did 
he talk or act like one. So love politicians or 
hate them, President Trump was not one of 
them which is why I believe he was elected 
in 2016 and also why so many hated him. 

He fought against the carnage of job loss 
with the unprecedented economic boom in 
our country’s history. Seven million new 
jobs added in just four years. He did more 

for the lower and middle class citizens than 
any President in my 62 years, going back 
to Eisenhower. His policies did more for 
minority groups of Americans than any other 
President in my lifetime including two-term 
Presidents like the previous administration. 
(How did your 401K’s look that last four 
years?) Even for those who hated him. There 
are not enough inches on this page of the 
newspaper to list all of his economic gains 
for the American people. 

President Trump fought against the 
carnage of political fraud, voter fraud, and 
decades of establishment fraud in our politi-
cal system ultimately to his demise. 

President Trump fought against the car-
nage of gross bias and hypocrisy in much of 
the news media. While the media has always 
had its biases, I have never witnessed such 
loathing and hatred for a sitting President 

beginning with his first day in office. 
President Trump fought for the freedom 

of religion and second amendment rights 
and against the carnage of those who would 
like to wipe those rights clean from our 
American heritage. 

President Trump fought for and achieved 
energy independence knowing you have to 
have a strong America in a world where 
others hate you and want to see your failure 
and defeat. (Anybody want to go back to the 
Biden/Obama days of gas at $4.50 /gallon?) 

President Trump fought against the car-
nage of ISIS and won in short order. (Anyone 
miss the daily news cycles of ISIS marching 
people out on beaches and beheading them 
on video?) 

And the one issue that most epitomizes 
our American carnage and devaluing of life in 
our beloved country is every American’s (ev-

ery human’s) right to life. President Trump 
fought politically and publicly against this 
true carnage. By the end of the day of this 
writing 3,000 American lives will be snuffed 
out and that will happen every day this year 
as is has since January 1973. This reality is 
because we have abandon our foundational 
biblical values as a nation. We are made in 
God’s image (Gen 1:27) and only God has 
the say in this matter. (Psalm 139) I cringe 
at the potential carnage and values this next 
administration will bring. 

So President Trump, love him or hate 
him, he was and is not a perfect man. Nor 
are you and I. We are all broken. We live in 
a broken world full of carnage that cannot 
be fixed totally by a politician. 

We ultimately need a Saviour! 

Ken Kielsmeier, Oregon

Trump had many accomplishments during presidency

Dear Editor: 
The Forrestville Valley 

School District would like 
to take this opportunity to 
say “Thank You” to our bus 
drivers for ensuring the safe 
transport of students. The 
drivers’ dedication to safety 
and commitment to the com-
munity are truly appreciated. 

Therefore, please help 
us to celebrate Bus Driver 
Appreciation Week in the 
Forrestville Valley School 
District, Feb. 8 through Feb. 
12, by a kind word, a note 
of thanks or a gesture of 
appreciation to our drivers. 

Sincerely, 
Sheri Smith, Superin-

tendent Forrestville Valley 
School District 

Thank 
you to bus 
drivers

Dear Editor,
I want to say thank you 

to all my loving family and 
friends for the beautiful cards 
and good wishes I received in 
honor of my 90th Birthday. 
They just keep coming long 
after my birthday, which I 
really enjoy. 

Thanks again, 
Loraine Untz 

Reader 
appreciates 
b-day cards



Join Us In Celebrating over 35 Years & Become 
an Honorary Member of the Ogle County Life

Join our staff by February 28 and you can
help out our local senior citizens too!

Dear Reader,
We are very proud to announce that for over 35 years we have been  
providing you with the Ogle County Life newspaper FREE of 
charge. Based on responses from many of you we are confident you 
enjoy our publication and look forward to its arrival each week.
The Life is Ogle County’s most widely read weekly newspaper for 
many reasons. Some of you read our paper for local news, public 
meetings, social events and church happenings, while others enjoy 
our articles and views on area current events. A great number of 
you rely on us for grocery ads, real estate, financial and health 
information, as well as display and insert advertising from many 
businesses around the area. Our classified ad section is a popular 
source of valuable information for many.
Whether it’s information about area high schools, news about local 
senior citizens or church happenings, we have been providing it 
week after week, FREE of charge to more than 12,000 households 
in Ogle County for over 35 Years! Think about the volume of local 
news and advertising we provide compared to those expensive area 
subscription papers. We do our best to give you a comprehensive 
newspaper that appeals to all of our readers, and when you consider 
that our product is FREE--we believe we do a pretty good job.
We expect to be able to continue offering this service to you for 
years to come, but your help makes it easier! Today you can become 
an Honorary Staff member of the Ogle County Life! Just drop off 
or mail in your voluntary payment in the yellow envelope inserted 
in last week’s paper or just use your own envelope. Your generosity 
is greatly appreciated and we look forward to continue serving our 
readers each week.
Thank you,
Mike Feltes, General Manager

This year if you elect to become 

a 2021 Honorary Life Staff Member by 

making a small voluntary payment by February 

28th. A contribution of 10% will by forwarded 

in your name to area senior centers 

throughout Ogle County for provision of 

services to senior citizens.

P.S.
In an effort to prevent any undue confusion and concerns, it should be 
clear that no one is obligated to make a voluntary payment. Regardless 
of whether you elect to become an Honorary Staff member or not, 
your decision has no effect on 
receiving your Ogle County 
Life paper each week, nor will 
it affect in any way the services 
provided by the area senior 
centers in Ogle County.

02082021
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Maydell Lessen
Manager

622-4619

Brad Auker
978-0018

Dorothy Bowers
985-3264

Sharon Bowers
757-7462

Lyrah 
Austin-Bushnell

218-0059

Tiffany Cravatta
988-4388

Randy Criddle
871-4004

Terry Criddle
871-2006

Dana Daub
440-2835

Johanna Hahne
978-1847

Kayla Heslop
222-9771

Ron Lessen
734-6852

Mike Long
815-761-4741

Tom Oracki
262-5212

Chris Snyder
494-7857

Jerre 
Woodworth
494-2237

Sean Hosseini
978-0018
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Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Andrea Baumann
815-245-7549

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Kim Behn
815-520-8810

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Rebecca Hazzard
Manager Broker/ Owner

815-509-8432

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Welcome 
Taylor Miller

815-751-8943
taylor@propertiesbymiller.com

propertiesbymiller.com
When looking to hire a realtor, it is prudent 

that you select the correct agent to assist you  whether you are a buyer, 
seller, or investor involved in one of the largest transactions of your  life. As 
a full time realtor, Taylor Miller is committed to serving his clients through 
this process  while having their best interest in mind. Striving to maximize 
the results for his  clients all while keeping an open line of communication 
and educating his clients throughout the  process. Taylor Miller stays up 
to date on market changes and is well versed in many different  property 
types. He combines his talent with a highly productive firm that is widely 

known  throughout the nation for recruiting top tier agents. What separates 
a Rockstar agent from the  rest is their willingness to go above and beyond 
for their clients. Taylor recognizes this and thoroughly values the experience 

and relationships with each and everyone of his clients.

Welcome 
Merri Cruz

815-988-7947
merri@yourhomeexpert.net

yourhomeexpert.net
Representing Northern Illinois homeowners 

and future homeowners, Merri is committed to her clients while utilizing her 
negotiation skills to ensure a successful transaction. Raised in Northern 

Illinois and having lived in Winnebago, Ogle, and Lee Counties throughout 
her life, she has a unique understanding of the Rock River Valley area 

and its natural beauty and amenities. She is a proud wife and mother to 2 
beautiful children. She and her husband purchased their first investment 

property shortly after getting married, which only grew her passion for real 
estate. Merri is dedicated to ensuring her buyers and sellers get the best 

possible deal and experience throughout the entire process. Merri has past 
marketing experience, excellent customer service skills, and has owned 
several investment properties, all of which are reasons why she is the 

realtor for you!

January 
Top Listings
Carla Benesh

January 
Top Closings

Mark True

January 
Top Producer

Mark True

583 River Lane Dixon $649,900 
Call Merri

Opportunity awaits at this Rock River Island Resort! 
This unique 11.35 acre property has unlimited 

potential. It features a 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath “home” 
with an Open Floor Plan, Vaulted Ceilings, Great 

Room with Fireplace, Gourmet Kitchen with Custom 
Concrete Countertops, Wrap-around Deck (with 

handicap accessible ramp), One-of-a-kind, Locally 
Sourced Woodworking Finishes, AND SO MUCH 
MORE! Outdoors has 12 Camper Site Hookups, 
Outhouses, Boat Ramp, and 1 Bedroom Mobile 

Home that can be worked into the deal! Property is 
Zoned AG and has been approved to add 10 cabins. 

Don’t Miss Out on this Opportunity of a Lifetime!

13740 N Chapel Road Rock City  $589,000 Call Merri
One of a kind 2000 Custom built farm home on 23 acres. 
Home features exposed barn beams & refurbished barn 
wood floors, an open loft overlooking the main floor, & 
beautiful views from the exposed main level with large, 
covered deck & walkout basement. Kitchen has been 

remodeled w/ granite counter tops & new cabinetry. Home 
is equipped w/ a wood burning stove that keeps the entire 
home warm & cozy or you can use the LP gas furnace for 

heat. Main level boosts a spacious Master Suite w/ whirlpool 
tub. This farm is the perfect setup for your animals w/ 6 

different paddocks w/ automatic waters to each, 16 horse 
stalls, indoor riding arena, & 13 acres of hayfield (approx. 
3 cuttings/ year ~1,500 bales of hay.) Hay barn, lean-to 

buildings, chicken coop, greenhouse, “she-shed” & 2 horse 
barns w/ horse shower, tack room, & even a Guest Quarters 

w/ a full bathroom & kitchen along w/ an entertainment/ 
sleeping area. This farm is set up complete for you & your 
animals’ comfort or bring in a cash income by boarding a 

few horses & raising your own beef. The Farm is all set up & 
ready for you- All that’s left to do is to move in!

1006 Monroe Street Oregon $219,000 Call Rebecca
STUNNING 4 BEDROOM HOME! Located a short 
walk from historic, downtown Oregon this tastefully 
updated and decorated home boasts 4 bedrooms 
and 3.5bathrooms situated on a .66 acre lot! You 

will feel at home the minute you walk into the bright 
and cheery space with gleaming hardwood floors 

and loads of windows. Fall in love with this updated 
kitchen featuring an eat in area, new appliances 

including a double oven, backsplash & countertops. 
There is plenty of space on the main floor with a large 
dining room, spacious living room with wood burning 

fireplace & sunroom that currently serves as a perfect, 
office space! Upstairs you will find 4 bedrooms, an 

remodeled bathroom and an en suite bathroom for the 
master. Lower level has been finished and has a wood 
burning fireplace along with full bathroom. The outside 
has so much to offer as well: patio, new retaining wall 
& fencing! Updates on this property also include: new 
roof, countertops, carpet, paint, fencing & appliances.

306 W Front Street Mt Morris $109,000 
Call Stephanie

This modern farmhouse style rehab offers all main 
floor living! Nothing to do but move into this 3 

bedroom, 1 bath home with spacious eat-in kitchen 
and living room with new flooring, paint, updated 
light fixtures, new countertop and stove. Updated 
previously were the roof in 2016, hot water heater 
and water softener in 2015. The home has a nice 

mudroom leading out to the huge backyard, perfect 
for your pets and family and provides plenty of space 

for an outdoor shed!

8081 S Ill Route 2 Dixon $319,900 
Call Merri

Your Rock River Island Resort awaits! Call this 
vacation home pays for itself as it is currently rents 

out on VRBO. It features 3 bedrooms and 2.5 
baths- a main floor master and laundry. Enjoy the 

many amenities of this home, such as the fireplace 
in the living room, lower lever rec room with bar 

and fireplace, or the river life in the shallow water 
surrounding! The potential of this property is endless 

and is zoned AG.

JANUARY  JANUARY  
TOP TOP 

PRODUCERSPRODUCERS

606 E Washington St, Oregon, IL
815-732-9100
RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

NEW
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LEAF RIVER – The Leaf River United Methodist Church is hosting a Community Blood Drive on Monday, Feb. 8.  Staff from the Rock River Val-
ley Blood Center will draw blood between noon-6 p.m.  If you are at least 17 years old (16 years old with parental consent), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in general good health, you should be eligible to donate blood. One in three people will need blood and you never know when you or someone 
you love might be the one. Join us in sharing the Gift of Life. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, you can find the Leaf River United Methodist Church on Facebook or contact Laura at 
815/276-5773, or the Rock River Valley Blood Center at 815-965-8751, toll free at 877-RRVBC-99 or on the web at www.rrvbc.org. For other locations 
where you can donate, go to www.rrvbc.org/drives-calendar.

Church hosting blood drive Feb. 8



SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638 12212020
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OREGON — The Oregon boys 
and girls bowling teams faced Rock-
ford Christian for their season-opening 
matches on Friday, Jan. 29. The Hawks 
fell to the Royal Lions 3,734-3,589 de-
spite a 670 series from Jacob Smith and a 
661 series from Kyle Strite. Stylar Klapp 
rolled a 605 and Brandon Rowe scored 
a 606 for Oregon. Zach Joiner shot 751 
with a 300 in his final game for Rockford 

Christian, while Jacob Hulstedt scored 
668 and Brock Wentz recorded 600 in the 
match.

Oregon’s girls team competed un-
opposed Friday. Alysa Conley rolled a 
team-high 640 series, while Sammantha 
Meyers added 628 and Rebbeca Meyers 
totaled 602. Hannah Kaltenbrun scored 
549 and Mackenzie Brodkowicz chipped 
in 520 to round out Oregon’s girls.

Oregon boys, girls bowling
teams open seasons

MILWAUKEE, Wis. – Anna Rose, of 
Byron, a senior at Wisconsin Lutheran 
College, has been named to the college’s 
Dean’s List for the fall 2020 semester. 
Rose is a graduate of Stillman Valley 
High School.

To be eligible for Dean’s List, a stu-
dent must carry a semester GPA of 3.6 

or higher.
Wisconsin Lutheran College (WLC) 

is an independent, nationally ranked 
Christian college located in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. The college, which prepares 
students for lives of Christian leadership, 
is recognized for its academic excellence 
and superior student experience. 

Byron’s Rose earns Dean’s List honor

Polo Library News
Polo Library Building Open to the 

Public
The Polo Library building is now open 

for in-person browsing and computer use.
Curbside services will continue to be 

available during open hours. Masks will be 
required for entry.

Open hours will be Mondays – 10 a.m.-
7p.m., Tuesdays – 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednes-
days – 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Thursdays – 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Fridays – 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Saturdays – 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Instructions for Curbside Pickup
Step 1 - Log in to your PrairieCat/En-

core account and request items for pickup. 
You can also call 815-946-2713 or email li-
brary@pololibrary.org at least one business 
day in advance of preferred pickup day with 
a list of items you would like to check out.

Need a suggestion? Library staff are 
happy to select several books for you to try.

Step 2 - When you receive the alert that 
you have a book ready to pick up, call 815-
946-2713 to set a pickup day and time. At 
your scheduled pickup time, please drive 
to the Library door facing Congress Street 
and call 815-946-2713 to let a staff member 
know you are there.

Step 3 - Drop items off as you are fin-
ished with them. Our book drop, located 
to the left of the Congress Street door, will 
continue to be open 24/7. As always, Polo 
Library is a Fine Free Library.

Additional Curbside Services
We are still offering copy/print (.25/

Black and White .50/Color) and fax ($1/
page). We also offer home delivery at no 
extra charge for patrons who are unable to 
use curbside pickup. Please call 815-946-
2713 for more information and to schedule 
an appointment or home delivery.

Weather Closure Information
Polo Library does not follow Polo 

School District weather closures. Please 
check Facebook.com/pololibrary, WREX 
(TV), WLLT (107.7 fm - Radio), or call 
815-946-2713 before heading to the Li-
brary in questionable weather.

Winter Reading Programs, all ages – 
Jan. 4-Feb. 28

This winter, travel through reading! 
There is a “Passport to Reading” program, 
recommended for kids and students ages 0 - 
6th Grade, or the “Travel the World through 
Reading” program for everyone else, 7th 
grade and up! For more information about 
the programs and to register, Visit polo-
library.readsquared.com. If you have any 
questions, or are unable to register online, 
please call 815-946-2713.

Teen Trivia Night on Zoom, Grades 
6-12 – Wednesday, Feb. 17, 6 p.m.-6:45 
p.m.

Get on Zoom with other teens to 
play trivia games on Kahoot! We will 
do Hamilton, Mean Girls, and Lasagna 
Making trivia games. First place win-
ner gets a candy bar of their choosing! 
Register at pololibrary.org or on facebook.
com/pololibrary

TED Talk and community discussion 
on Zoom – Thursday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.

Join with other members of the com-
munity to watch a short TED (Technology, 
Entertainment, and Design) Talk together 
and share in discussion of the topic present-

ed. No one will be required to share their 
thoughts or have their camera on in this 
no-pressure, laid back setting. Register in 
advance at pololibrary.org

Kids Trivia Night on Zoom, grades 
K-5 – Wednesday, Feb. 24, 6:30-7 p.m.

Come to the Library after February 1st 
and pick up your “Trivia Night” kit then 
join Ms. Melanie on Zoom for some fun 
trivia. Everyone who participates will re-
ceive a prize!

Book Subscription Box – Grades 6-12
The book subscription box contains one 

book to read and some goodies. You pick 
the genre, we supply the book! Email li-
brary@pololibrary.org and ask for a Book 
Subscription Box form, fill it out, and we’ll 
call you to set up a pickup time when your 
box is ready! Read the book while you en-
joy some treats, then return the book in the 
book drop.

Yoga on Facebook – Third Monday of 
the Month, 6 p.m., Facebook.com/polo-
library

Just because we’re taking a break from 
doing yoga together doesn’t mean your 
yoga practice needs to suffer! On the third 
Monday of every month at 6pm on face-
book.com/pololibrary we will post a yoga 
video to get you stretching and moving.

Virtual Storytime – Saturdays 10:30 
a.m., Facebook.com/pololibrary

Every Saturday morning head over to 
Polo Library’s Facebook page to watch Ms. 
Melanie read a children’s story. They air 
each Saturday at 10:30 a.m., but you can 
watch them any time! Stop by the Library 
to pick up a bag with a fun craft to go along 
with the book that was read. If you have a 
book you’d like to hear read for Saturday 
Storytime, email Ms. Melanie at mela-
niew@pololibrary.org

Book Clubs
Polo Library currently has two tradition-

al book clubs meeting via Zoom, one on 
the fourth Monday of each month and one 
on the fourth Friday of each month, both 
at 1:30 p.m. In January, we will be starting 
a third book club that will be a books to 
movies group that will meet on Zoom on a 
weekday evening (exact day and time to be 
decided by people interested in joining the 
book club). If you have any questions or are 
interested in joining any of the book clubs, 
please email carlap@pololibrary.org.

Polo Cycle Yearbooks for Sale
Polo Public Library has 66 Polo Com-

munity High School “Cycle” Yearbooks 
available for sale. They are all withdrawn 
library yearbooks, so they do have library 
markings and are in varying conditions. We 
are asking $5-$10 based on condition. If 
you are interested in finding out what years 
are available, please give us a call at 815-
946-2713 or email library@pololibrary.org.  

Polo Cycle Yearbooks for Sale
Polo Public Library has 66 Polo Com-

munity High School “Cycle” Yearbooks 
available for sale. They are all withdrawn 
library yearbooks, so they do have library 
markings and are in varying conditions. We 
are asking $5-$10 based on condition. If 
you are interested in finding out what years 
are available, please give us a call at 815-
946-2713 or email library@pololibrary.org.  



WE’VE OPENED-COME ON IN
FOODS GREAT-DRINKS ARE COLD-GAMING IS LIVE

BAR IS OPEN MONDAY-WEDNESDAY-(3PM-8PM)-FRIDAY (3PM-9PM)
KITCHEN OPEN MONDAY-WEDNESDAY (3PM-7PM)-FRIDAY (3PM-8PM)

LIGHTING MONDAYS 5:30PM QUEEN OF HEARTS MONDAYS DRAW 7PM

Cod, Catfish, Shrimp or Chicken 
Friday’s - Carry out available 
Check Facebook page for full menu  

and daily specials. 

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

01
25

20
21

Game machines open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 3-8 pmExp. 12/30/21
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Forreston Library News

E-mail news items to 
bjennings@oglecountylife.com

Mount Morris Library News
Digital Network Access of Illinois Libraries 

Grant 
We were the recipients of a Digital Network Access 

of Illinois Libraries Grant which allows wifi access 
24 hours a day. Simply find MMPL Guest, agree to 
the Terms & Conditions on the login page and enjoy 
access for up to 8 hours! Funding for this grant was 
awarded by the Illinois State Library, a Department of 
the Office of Secretary of State, using funds provided 
by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
under the provisions of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act.

To-Go Craft Kits for All Ages
We have the following to-go craft kits available: 

Kids: Pipe Cleaner Paper Clip Monster; Teens & 
Adults: Book Folding Heart. Call the library (815-
734-4927) or email dawn.mtmorrislib@gmail.com to 
get yours!

Adult Book Club
Adult Book Club will be the 4th Monday of ev-

ery month at 5:30 p.m. (Currently via Zoom.) Copies 
of the February book A Higher Call by Adam Makos 
are available from the library. Or feel free to grab a 
copy digitally! Email Dawn Winters at dawn.mtmor-
rislib@gmail.com to sign up (Zoom link will be sent 
via email).

Space! The Cosmos for Kids: The Sun, The 
Earth, the Moon and Revolution & Rotation

Wednesday, Feb. 17 from 4 – 4:30 p.m. via Zoom. 
This techno-space-dance-party for kids is designed to 
help them learn and have fun at the same time. Each 
song in Space! The Cosmos for Kids includes danc-
ing, music technology, and information about our 
universe delivered with a thumping beat. Meet aliens 
from outer space, sing about the solar system, partici-
pate in a rap battle with the sun, and learn the differ-
ence between revolution and rotation … and still be 
home in time for dinner. Registration Required. Con-
tact the Mount Morris Public Library (815.734.4927) 
or dawn.mtmorrislib@gmail.com to register. You will 
need to provide an email address where the Zoom link 
can be sent.

Healthy Kids Out of School
This program is geared toward 3rd - 5th graders. 

Healthy Kids Out of School, with the U of I extension 
office focuses on how to be healthy and active. We will 
have a discussion, an art project and a fun way to be 
physically active. Thursday evenings from 6-6:30 via 
Zoom. Email dawn.mtmorrislib@gmail.com for the 
link to join.

Browsing & Computer Use By Appointment
We are open for browsing and computer use by ap-

pointment; call they library to schedule a time. Masks 

are required and you will be asked to use hand sanitizer 
upon entering the library. No unaccompanied children 
are allowed in the library at this time (please do not 
bring your children if you will be using the computer). 
Browsing is limited to 30 minutes and computer use 
to one hour.

Curbside Pickup, Interlibrary Loans, Library 
Cards

Curbside Service and Interlibrary Loans are avail-
able during regular business hours. Mt. Morris Patrons 
can place holds through the catalog, by calling or email-
ing. Library staff is quarantining all returned items for a 
period of time. Recently returned materials may remain 
on your account longer than usual. No overdue fines 
will be charged. New library cards: Patrons can call or 
email the library to set up an appointment to renew or 
receive new library cards. Please bring a photo id and 
a second form of id with current address. Contact the 
library at 815-734-4927 or mmlib@mtmorris-il.org. 

Join Our Email List
Want to make sure you receive information about 

our upcoming programs and other important infor-
mation directly? Feel like you forget programs you 
were interested in because you only saw them on so-
cial media? If so, call the library (815-734-4927) or 
email dawn.mtmorrislib@gmail.com to be added to 
our email list.

Library Hours
The library is open with the following hours: Monday 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 2-7 p.m., Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 2-6 p.m., and Saturday 9 a.m.-noon. We are 

closed on Friday and Sunday. Masks are required for everyone over the age of 2 and children under the age of 10 must be accompanied by a responsible party. Curbside pickup is still 
available for anyone who wishes to use it.

Tax Forms
Can’t wait to start your taxes? Illinois 1040 forms and instructions and federal 1040 and 1040-SR forms are now available at the library. Additional forms may also be printed here.
 
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
Instill a lifelong love of reading in your babies and young children with this easy incentive program. Just sign up at the library to receive information and a book log and then start 

reading!  Prizes are awarded at various levels of completion. 

Preschool Activities
Looking for fun, engaging activities for your preschooler?  Our Grab n Go packets include a Scholastic story paper with a different theme each month, accompanying worksheets/

coloring pages, and a code to access online stories and activities. Call to reserve yours or stop in and pick one up for your favorite little person.

Library Updates
Please like our Facebook page to stay up to date with the most current information on our plans and activities and also check out our recently updated website at forrestonlibrary.

org. If you have any questions or needs, please feel free to contact us by phone at 815-938-2624, email at forrestonpubliclibrary@gmail.com, or through Facebook messaging.



DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic & Recreational Horseback Riding
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Veterans Assistance Commission of Ogle Co. 255-9181
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
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1,000 Books Before Kindergarten!
This week we are kicking off our 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program!  If you 

have a child that is in preschool or younger, come in and sign them up!  They get a sur-
prise for every 100 books read.

Wednesday WhoDunIt: Feb. 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Working out of a Lincoln Town car, lawyer Mickey Haller defends the worst of soci-

ety – rug dealers, thieves, and gang members. But the client he finds to be the scariest is 
the “innocent man.” Come to Bertolet Memorial Library on Wednesday, Feb. 24 at 10:30 
a.m. to discuss Michael Connelly’s suspense novel, The Lincoln Lawyer, with other mys-
tery lovers. No registration required. 

Family Story Time: Thursdays  10 a.m.
Family Story Time is back!!  Starting Thursdays at 10 a.m., join Miss Jana for your 

family’s own personal story time. Call to register for your family time slot or follow the 
SignUpGenius link found on our Facebook page.  Masks are required for ages 3 and up.  
Miss Jana can’t wait to see all of you again!  Extra storytime crafts will be available on 
Thursdays while supplies last.

New Releases
Sophomores by Sean Desmond
Faye, Faraway by Helen Fisher
Blink Of An Eye by Iris Johansen
Serpentine by Jonathan Kellerman
The Frozen Crown by Greta Kelly
Consent by Annabel Lyon

Reminder: We are unable to collect soft plastics at this time.  Also, we regretfully can-
not accept book donations right now.  We apologize for the inconvenience.  

Bertolet Library News

Byron Library News
Byron Public Library is Fine Free!
Read more and worry less, for the By-

ron Library has gone fine free!  How does 
it work?  There will still be a due date for 
items checked out and returned to the By-
ron Library, but patrons will no longer be 
charged a fee for bringing materials back 
late.  Just remember to bring your materi-
als back, because you will receive a bill for 
items that are overdue by 21 days or more.  
As a bonus, we’ve also waived all of those 
old late fees.  Start a new chapter at the By-
ron Library! 

Curbside Delivery
Curbside service is here to stay!  Place 

your holds online at byronlibrary.org or 
call us at 815-234-5107.  Not sure what 
you want?  Call us for help!  We will call or 
email you with a confirmation when your 
holds are ready to be picked up.  Call us 
when you arrive at the library, and we will 
bring your items out to you.  A receipt with 
your due dates will be included with your 
items.  

Check out our eBooks!
Our digital books are available 24/7!  

Check out Hoopla, Libby, Axis 360 and 
Biblioboard for free with your library card 
at http://byron.lib.il.us/resources/.

Winter Reading Challenge!
Jan. 1-Feb. 28
Beat the winter boredom by register-

ing for our all-ages online Winter Reading 
Challenge!  Participating readers can earn 
chances to win prizes for reading, just like 
in the summer!  Prizes include Beanie Ba-
bies, play kits, several gift cards (adults & 
teens), or a gift card of your choice (older 
children).  There will also be a grand prize 
drawing for the finishers in each category!  
The more you read, the more chances you 
have to win!  Register online at byron.
beanstack.org or via the Beanstack Tracker 
App.  If you participated in our summer 
reading club, you can use the same login.  

Macrame Keychain
Thursday, Feb. 11, 6-7 p.m. via Zoom
Join Kelly as she creates a stylish mac-

rame keychain.  Perfect for beginners!  Kit 
will include one keychain toggle and mac-
rame rope.  Additional supplies needed in-
clude scissors.  The Zoom meeting ID will 
be emailed to registrants, and kits will be 
available for pickup at the library begin-
ning Monday, Feb. 8.  Please visit Byron.
evanced.info/signup or call 815-234-5107 
to register.

Share Your Story
Monday, Feb. 15
11 a.m.-noon, via Zoom
Seniors are encouraged to join Beth 

as she provides monthly journal prompts. 
Reflect on and record your memories for 
future generations. There will be a desig-
nated time for seniors to share their stories 
with the group, if interested. A journal will 
be provided to new registrants and will be 
available for pick up at the library any time 
after Friday, Feb. 12.  Please visit Byron.
evanced.info/signup or call 815-234-5107 
to register.  Zoom meeting ID will be 
emailed to registrants. 

Beaded Mask Keepers
Wednesday, Feb. 24
6-7 p.m., via Zoom
Join Beth as she beads mask keepers 

for the residents at Generations at Neigh-
bors.  Kit will include beads, string and al-
ligator clips.  Additional supplies needed 
include scissors.  The Zoom meeting ID 
will be emailed to registrants, and kits will 
be available for pickup at the library be-
ginning on Saturday, Feb. 20.  Please call 
815-234-5107 or visit Byron.evanced.info/
signup to register. 

Visit the Byron Library Facebook page 
to keep up to date on library news and vir-
tual programs!  Be sure to also check out 
the Byron Library and Byron Library Teen 
Instagram pages!



Whatever you’re looking for, these local businesses ask you to consider them first.

Concrete

Bathtub Refinishing

Auto Repair

Hometown Auto Repair, LLC
Automotive Repair and Computer Diagnostics

Grant Sketo 
Owner

89C S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL

815-732-6016

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair

Ogle County Car Care Inc.
1100A Bennett Dr. – Oregon, IL

815-732-2935

General Auto Repair
Computer Diagnosis

Ryan O’Rourke                  Lloyd Duncan

Auto Repair

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE

HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL

HEATING & COOLING HEAVY TRUCK REPAIR

CONCRETECABINETS
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Whatever you’re looking for, these local businesses ask you to consider them first.

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING

PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

Service Call 
Special Any Brand

$1995
We service all American-made & other softener brands.

Affordable Water
Over 30 Years Experience

815-544-0918   Toll Free 877-353-7638

WATER SOFTENER

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

PAINTING

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com
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Julia Hull Library News
Library Services
Visit the library for curbside pickup, remote services, and online programming:  Mon-

day 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday-Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Re-
serve program kits and materials online or by telephone to collect curbside; register and 
renew library cards via email; and email and drop-off documents for copying, faxing, and 
scanning. Patrons may also contact library staff to personally shop for them. System-wide 
interlibrary loan is available. And, as always, digital materials can be accessed 24/7 on 
our website. For assistance, please give us a call:  815-645-8611.  

Register for a Library Card
Do you, or someone you know, live in our District and need a library card?  Apply 

online in 4 easy steps:  1) Take a selfie; 2) Take a picture of your Driver’s License; 3) 
Take a picture of a current utility bill (name and address must match DL); and 4) Email 
everything, along with a telephone number, to librarycurbside@mail.meridian223.org.

PrairieCat Library App
Manage your library account, search our catalog, discover upcom-ing programs, and 

more...all from the palm of your hand!  Just visit your favorite app store, search for 
“PrairieCat,” then select “Julia Hull District Library.”

A Song & A Story
Join us for a virtual thematic song, story, and craft on Facebook Live. It’s the perfect 

light and refreshing delight for your little one. Call the library to schedule a curbside 
pickup for February craft kits, or use the form on our website: https://juliahull.org/curb-
side-pickup-request. January kits now available.  While supplies last.   

2021 Adult Winter Reading Challenge
Read books, and complete fun challenges and activities for a chance to win prizes!  

Use the Beanstack App to register and track your reading and badge progress.  Prefer pa-
per and pen?  No problem.  Ask us for a paper review form.  Prize drawings held weekly.  
Complete 10 review forms, or earn 10 badges by February 28, and be entered to win our 
Grand Prize:  a gift certificate to Lino’s Pizza in Rockford!  Now thru February 28.  Par-
ticipants can join anytime.

Pajama Storytime
The whole family is invited to our evening storytime series! Join Miss Kelly on Zoom 

for interactive books, rhymes, and songs. Wear your pjs, and bring a cuddle buddy.  Sec-
ond Tuesday of the Month on Zoom (Feb. 9 at 6:30 p.m.).  Email khaas@mail.merid-
ian223.org, or FB message us for a link to the program.  

Young Critics Book Club
Join Miss Sarah for a book discussion and hands-on craft/activity of Ben Clanton’s 

Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea. Program supply kits available at the library upon register. 
Call the library or use our online order form to register for the class: https://www.julia-
hull.org/curbside-pickup-request. Ages 7-9.  

Fun Day Monday:  Mardi Gras Masks
School’s out for the day!  Join us online for some creative play!  Join Miss Kelly on 

Zoom, Monday, Feb. 15 at 1 p.m., and let the good times roll. We’re embracing green, 
purple, and gold to create one of a kind Mardi Gras masks! Call or use our online form 
to register and reserve your supply kit: http://www.juliahull.org/curbside-pickup-request. 
Ages 4-9.

Short & Sweets
Join Joanna Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 10 a.m. on Zoom, for an engaging discussion of 

Daniel Mason’s short story, “Death of the Pugilist.” BYO dessert! Copies of the read-
ing and program link available by emailing Joanna at jkluever@mail.meridian223.org. 
Adults.  

The Mystery of Nancy Drew
Ninety years ago, a plucky detective stepped out of her blue roadster and into the 

hearts of readers. The brainchild of publisher Edward Stratemeyer, Nancy Drew proved 
that a strong heroine with style and bravery could win huge popularity.  Join historian 
Leslie Goddard, Ph.D. on Zoom, to explore the history of America’s favorite girl detec-
tive. Who was Carolyn Keene, author of the series? Why did this girls’ book series, more 
than any other, captivate generations of readers?  Monday, Feb. 22 at 6:30 p.m.  Email 
Joanna at jkluever@mail.meridian223.org to register.

Tween Reads
Join Zoey on Zoom for a discussion and activity all about Lois Lowry’s novel, Num-

ber the Stars.  Ages 10-12.  Call the library or email Zoey at zferrari@mail.meridian223.
org to register and reserve your program supply kit.  Tuesday, Feb. 23 at 6 p.m.
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Oregon Library News
Library procedures
The Oregon Public Library is currently offering curbside pick-up and appointments for browsing, computer use, printing or faxing. Please call 815-732-2724 to schedule pick-ups 

or appointments. Holds can be placed three different way: 
Online through the catalog: http://search.prairiecat.info/iii/encore/?lang=eng
Over the phone with Library staff at 815-732-2724, or through our NEW mobile App - PrairieCat Mobile.  
Log into your library account with your library card number and PIN (last four digits of the library card number).
Once your requested items are available for pick up you will receive the automated notification from PrairieCat.  Please call us at (815)732-2724 after you receive this notice to 

schedule your curbside pick up.  
Remember to check our Facebook posts or the local papers for new releases! You can also talk to the librarians for book recommendations and to place items on hold!

COVID-19 Vaccine notification form
Oregon Public Library can help with completing the Ogle County Health Department COVID-19 Vaccine Notification Form.  We have computers available by appointments and 

staff are able to assist with completing the form.  Ogle County Health Department released a form for community members to express interest in receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
This will help them determine which phase of the vaccination plan you are in and when you may be eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.

Where in the world is video story time?
We’re back and with something new! Let us know in the comments where you think the video was filmed. Oregon Public Library cardholders have 4 days from the posting to 

guess and then your guess will be eligible to be entered in a drawing for a children’s book from our free book selections! 

New – Dial-A-Story
Just added...call 1-630-397-0912 to hear a story! New children’s stories every week. Let us know if you like them or have any requests. 

Yoga with Jennifer is back
Notice:  4 spots available due to COVID regulations
Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m. Registration required 815-732-2724.

Take and make crafts for kids – Ages 3 years and up 
A variety of craft kits are now available for young patrons to pick up curbside and take home.  For more information contact the Library at 815-732-2724.  Kits will be first come, 

first serve while supplies last.

Library book clubs
The 2WBC Book Club meets Wednesday, Feb. 10 at noon to discuss Devil in a Blue Dress by Walter Mosley. The Afternoon Book Club meets Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 1 p.m. to 

discuss Educated by Tara Westover. Books on Tap Book Club meets at Cork N Tap, pending COVID mitigation recommendations, on Thursday, Feb. 25 at 6 p.m. to discuss The 
Guest List by Lucy Foley.

Newly formed book club – Cookbook book club, Thursday, Feb. 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Need some quick, easy and healthy meals for the New Year.  Join us in our NEWLY formed book club, trying various recipes from different cookbooks.  For February, this group 

will meet via ZOOM.  Pick up your copy of Sheet Pan Suppers: 120 Recipes for Simple, Surprising, Hands-Off Meals Straight from the Oven by Molly Gilbert at the Library and 
pick one recipe to make and discuss during our Zoom discussion. Registration required 815-732-2724

Try it Tuesdays!
 DIY cookie decorating, Tuesday, Feb. 9
Pick up your free kit at the Library and decorate sugar cookies for Valentine’s Day.  Kits are FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE while supplies last.  Kits prepared by Oregon’s own 

O’s Bakery and provide all supplies needed.  Limit one (1) kit per Oregon Public Library card patron.  

Maker Monday February
DIY paint on canvas
Kits will be available for pick up beginning Feb. 15. Registration deadline is February 8th.  Kit includes all materials to make either a cute Bunny 12 x 12 Canvas or an inspiration 

Globe message on 16 x 20 Canvas.  Limited supply. One kit per Oregon Public Library patrons. Registration required (815) 732-2724.

 Take and make craft: Valentine gnome – Wednesday, Feb. 10
Pick up your free kit at the Library and make a gnome for Valentine’s Day.  Kits are FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE  while supplies last and are available on Wednesday, February 

10.  Limit one (1) kit per Oregon Public Library card patron. 

Oregon writer’s group – 2nd Tuesday each month at 10 a.m.
The OWG is a gathering of writers or writer-wannabes who meet to support each other and to further their own writing.  The purpose of the group is to help and encourage you in 

your writing.  If you need brainstorming ideas, we can help suggest ideas or aid with the creative process.  

New Library APP!
You can now check your library account, search for items, place holds, see library events all from your mobile device! Download the PrairieCat Mobile app today! Search for 

PrairieCat Mobile on your device’s app store, connect with your Oregon Public Library card and you are all set!
Friends of the Library grab bag book sale 
Friends Annual Book Sale...  The Grab Bag Book Sale continues!  This is an ongoing sale and only 11 bags left!  You can purchase a bag for $5.  There are approximately 8-10 

books in each bag. Don’t miss out on this awesome deal! Please call the Library at 815-732-2724 if you have any questions

Oregon Public Library StoryWalk®
StoryWalk® was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT in 2007, and developed in collaboration with the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition and the Kellogg Hubbard 

Library. Thank you to the Etnyre Foundation and the Oregon Park District for helping the Oregon Public Library offer this unique reading experience at Oregon Park West.
Current story being presented...Night Tree by Eve Bunting.

New releases
The Law Of Innocence by Michael Connelly (Fiction)
The Wrong Family by Tarryn Fisher (Fiction BOCD)
Layla by Colleen Hoover (Fiction BOCD)
Dolly Parton-Songteller: My Life In Lyrics by Dolly Parton (Biography BIO PAR BOCD)
The Russian by James Patterson (Fiction)
Prodigal Son by Gregg Hurwitz (Fiction)
Our Italian Summer by Jennifer Probst (Fiction)
Murder At Mabel’s Motel by G. A. McKevett (Mystery)
Egg Shooters by Laura Childs (Mystery)
Irish Parade Murder by Leslie Meier (Mystery)
Mrs. Jeffries Demands Justice by Emily Brightwell (Mystery)



 The jobs 
created allow spending in the local 
economy and help create more jobs.

 They support 
local charities, schools and community 
events which financially impacts our 
community.

 at affordable prices and 

cater to the needs and wants of the 
community.

Travel expenses and personal 
time make the overall cost of items more.

 Without the support in the 
local community, restaurants, shops and 
services are forced to close.

 Local businesses 
respond quicker to the needs of the 
customers and stock products to meet the 
core community’s needs.

 By choosing to do 
business locally you help maintain Ogle 

County’s diversity, charm and appeal; 
which in turn, attracts new community 
members.

 Your 
dollars spent in locally-owned businesses 
have three times the impact on your 
community as dollars spent outside of 
Ogle County. When shopping locally, 
you create funds for more county and 
county services through sales tax. In 
turn, these funds are invested in 
neighborhood services including police, 
fire and ambulance as well as park and 
library improvements.

 Local 
businesses survive by their reputation 
and repeat business, which means you 
get a higher standard of service.

AUTOMOTIVE

Butitta Brothers
1007 Pines Rd.,

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-2887

Illinois Auto Repair
and Tire

107 E. Washington St.,
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Byron Bank
200 N. Walnut,
Byron, IL 61010
815-234-2561

5653 N. Junction Way, 
Davis Junction, IL 61020

815-645-2610

The Harvard State Bank
101 S. Fourth St.,
Oregon, IL 61061

815-732-3111

Central Bank
307 Franklin St.,

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-3282

Sterling Federal Bank
221 N. Union St.,
Byron, IL 61010
815-234-7601
18 W. Main St.,

Mt. Morris, IL 61054
815-734-6051

Andover | Ashton | Fulton | Geneseo 
Oregon |  Peru | Princeton | Rochelle

central-bank.com
815.562.5571

BANK LOCAL
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

WWW.BYRONBANK.COMByron Bank is a third generation community bank whose mission has remained 
constant: to provide superior customer service and a variety of products to help 
our customers reach their financial goals. Located in Byron, Illinois, with branches 
in Davis Junction and Poplar Grove, we focus on our communities and our 
customers, taking pride in the professional relationships we have built.   

Stop in today and experience what community banking should be!

BYRON
815.234.2561

DAVIS JUNCTION
815.645.2610

POPLAR GROVE
815.323.1452

Our Central focus is YOU!

Athletico Oregon
116 N. 3rd St.

Oregon, IL 61061

Phone: 815-513-9400

www.athletico.com 
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Shop Local!

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Stillman Bank
608 W. Blackhawk Dr., 

Byron, IL 61010
815-234-5626

1445 IL Rt. 2 N.,
Oregon, IL 61061

815-732-7956
101 East Main St.,

Stillman Valley, IL 61084
815-645-2266

FLOWERS & GIFTS

Merlin’s Greenhouse 
and Flowers & Other 

Side Boutique
300 Mix St,

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-2969

GROCERS

Oregon Super Valu
204 N. Fourth St.,
Oregon, IL 61061

815-732-7870

AUTOMOTIVE

Butitta Brothers
1007 Pines Rd.,

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-2887

Illinois Auto Repair
and Tire

107 E. Washington St.,
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Byron Bank
200 N. Walnut,
Byron, IL 61010
815-234-2561

5653 N. Junction Way, 
Davis Junction, IL 61020

815-645-2610

The Harvard State Bank
510 W. Washington St.,

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-3111

Central Bank
307 Franklin St.,

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-3282

Sterling Federal Bank
221 N. Union St.,
Byron, IL 61010
815-234-7601
18 W. Main St.,

Mt. Morris, IL 61054
815-734-6051

HEALTH SERVICES

DeForest Dental
606 W. Washington St.,

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-3225

HEALTH SERVICES

Jeffrey R. Cates – 
Oregon Chiropractic 

Clinic
200 N. Sixth St.,
Oregon, IL 61061

815-732-2686

Rochelle Community 
Hospital

900 N. Second St.,
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2181

LP GAS

Burkardt’s LP Gas
12420 W. Penn Rd.,

Polo, IL 61064
815-946-3081

OFFICE SUPPLIES &
OFFICE MACHINE REPAIR

Fischers, Inc.
311 Washington St., 
Oregon, IL 61061

815-732-2392

PARKS & RECREATION

Byron Forest Preserve 
District

7993 N. River Rd.,
Byron, IL 61010
815-234-8535

PRESSURE WASHING

Hydro-Blast
Oregon, Illinois 61061

815-732-3192
www.hydroblastpw.com

RESTAURANTS

Maxson’s Restaurant
& Riverboat

1469 N. IL Rt. 2,
Oregon, IL 61061

815-732-6761

RETAIL & GIFTS

Oregon Soap Shoppe 
and Green Art

1C S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, 
IL 61061

866.411.6614

AUTOMOTIVE
Butitta Brothers

1007 Pines Rd.,
Oregon, IL

815-732-2887

Hank’s Repair
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL
815-362-3451

Illinois Auto Repair
and Tire

107 E. Washington St.,
Oregon, IL

815-312-7089

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES
Byron Bank
200 N. Walnut,
Byron, IL 61010
815-234-2561

5653 N. Junction Way,
Davis Junction, IL
815-645-2610

Holcomb Bank
New Milford - 815-874-6156

Rochelle - 815-562-3838
Creston -815-384-3838
Byron - 815-234-3131
www.holcomb.bank

Central Bank Illinois
307 Franklin St.,

Oregon, IL
815-732-3282

Central Illinois Loan
310 Eagle Drive

 Rochelle, IL
815-561-4035

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

Stillman Bank
608 W. Blackhawk Dr.,

Byron, IL
815-234-5626

1445 IL Rt. 2 N.,
Oregon, IL

815-732-7956
101 East Main St.,
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-2266

FLOWERS & 
GIFTS

Merlin’s Greenhouse
and Flowers & Other

Side Boutique
300 Mix St,
Oregon, IL

815-732-2969

HEALTH  
SERVICES

Athletico Oregon
116 N. 3rd St., Oregon, IL

815-513-9400
www.athletico.com

Jeffrey R. Cates –
Oregon Chiropractic

Clinic
200 N. Sixth St.,Oregon, IL

815-732-2686

Rochelle Community
Hospital

900 N. Second St.,
Rochelle, IL

815-562-2181

INSURANCE
Bradford Victor 

Adams
120 W South St. 
Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2334

PARKS & 
RECREATION

Byron Forest Preserve
District

7993 N. River Rd.,
Byron, IL

815-234-8535

RESALE
ReRuns

120 W 2nd St., Byron IL
815-406-8060

jacque@reruns.comcastbiz.net

RESTAURANT
Dos Amigos

523 W. Blackhawk Dr.
Byron, IL 

815-234-8567
404 E Washington St.

Oregon, IL
815-732-4444

RETAIL & GIFTS
Oregon Soap Shoppe

and Green Art
1C S. Daysville Rd. 

Oregon, IL
866.411.6614

Community Unity

Ogle County
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

311 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061
Ph: 815-732-2156
Fax: 815-732-6154

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 9AM & 10:45AM
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 9AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Sunday nights 6PM, .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Pastor Eric Tonjes, www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 9:50 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rt. 72 & Maple St., in Stillman Valley • Phone 815-645-8872
Pastor: Rev. Rick Lindholtz • www.valleycov.org
Chuck Potts, Pastor to STudents, Children and Families
Sunday Mornings: 9am traditional service, 10:30am contemporary service 
and Kids’ Club
We are requesting all attendees wear masks, practice social distancing, and 
stay home if ill.
Communion is served the first Sunday of the month.
Please call  or visit the website more info about Bible study groups, Youth 
Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry, and Valley Covenant Preschool.  Also the 
home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882.

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Connect with People, Connect with Christ
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located near the intersection of Montague and Tower roads; Phone: 815-335-
2609; e-mail:  middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Anita Stuart-Steva
Sunday mornings: Family Communion Worship 8:30 a.m.; Blended 
Worship 10:20 a.m. (Sept. – May) and 10 a.m. (June – Aug.); Sunday School 
Sept – May 9:15 a.m. 
Other activities include:  Bible studies; Praise Band; Social/Service 
Groups; Kindred Heart Stitchers  For more information call the church office 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 
Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    
Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School 10:45 AM; (Sept. 10, 2017 Thru May 2018) Sept.-May 
Chime Choir Wednesday 6:00 PM; Chancel Choir Wednesday 7:00 PM.

OREGON
CROSSWALK MINISTRIES

“Building relationships through Christ”
The corner of Rt 64 and 9 th St, Oregon, il
Sunday Worship Service 10 am

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

FREEDOM LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
Pastor Karyn Kost •(815) 661-6315
Website: http://www.freedomlutheran.org
Sunday Evening Worship at 5:45 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, 200 S 5th 
St to 200 S 4th St in Oregon. Coffee and Fellowship following the service.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th St., Oregon, IL, 812-236-1213 • riverstonecc.com
Sunday 10:45 a.m.

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Pastor: Rick Tomlinsom
Website: www.stpaul13.com   Email: stpaul13@frontier.com
Sunday:  Worship Service 9:00 am; Coffee And… Fellowship 10:00 am; Sunday 
School 10:15 am Wednesdays: Bible Study 10:00 a.m. Other Activities: Men’s 
and Women’s Groups, Confirmation Class, School Youth Group, For more 
information, call the church office. 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd •Karyn Kost• 815-938-3511
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of each month. “Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, 
Learning, Outreach and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Rev. Cary Winn 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: office@goelimchurch.org
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am • Sunday School 9:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

All are welcome here!
“By God’s grace in Christ: Live, Love & Serve”

During the COVID-19 pandemic, weekly worship is online at www.
disciplesumc.org
In-person communion services, are offered at various times. 
Call or email for upcoming dates/times and to register.
We wear masks, keep distance, and limit attendance. 
815-734-4853
secretary@disciplesumc.org
102 N. Maple Ave.
Mt. Morris, IL  61054
Pastor – Rev. Julie Bunt

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron, IL  815-234-5277
Pastor Janet Wold. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our Sunday worship 
schedule has changed to one gathering at 9:00 am.  A recording of each 
Sunday’s worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website 
following our in-person service.  Communion is served every Sunday.  
Sunday School will be held at 9:00 am from September through May.  Adult 
Sunday School will be held at 10:00 am.  Confirmation studies for 7th and 
8th grade students will be held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am via Zoom.  
Wednesday afternoon Bible study is held at 1;30 pm via Zoom.  Book club 
and quilters meet in-person monthly  Please visit our website http://www.
AllSaintsByron.org or call the office for details.  

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Randy Snider, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member Church of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street ~ PO Box 927. Byron IL  61010-0927, 815-234-8777
Email:ucb@comcast.net Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Interim Minister: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Adult Sundat School 9:00am-10:00am, Kids Sunday School (ages 3 thru high 
school) 10:00am-10:40am, Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am-10:25am
Sunday Schedule and Worship Opportunities:
Service of Meditation and Prayer: 8:15am - 8:45am
Adult Christian Education Class: 9am
Main Worship with Chancel Choir: 10:30am
For complete ministry schedule and activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Matt Smith, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
14080 Rt. 72 East, Davis Junction (Next to Fritz’s Electrical) • 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm
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By Amy Anderson

There’s something about a man of danger that gets the heart beating -- expert marksman, 
insanely intelligent, catlike reflexes, trained in hand-to-hand combat, gadgets at the ready as he 
single-handedly repels the forces of evil. Superspy was certainly on my list of fantasy jobs, and 
I’m not alone. The notion of the government-sponsored high-tech hero is a popular one in books, 
TV series and films. But the really great agents, those who rise above the rest, are portrayed time 
after time. I present this list of five spy franchises to shake you and stir you.

James Bond: Six sexy leading men (Connery, Lazenby, Moore, Dalton, Brosnan, Craig) have 
filled Agent 007’s shoes, in a whopping 26 films since his debut in 1962’s “Dr. No.” Author Ian 
Fleming’s slick British secret-agent archetype always gets the bad guy (and the girl), but the 
films also rake in the gold, and awards, to boot -- with Oscars for sound editing, special effect 
and original songs.

Tom Clancy’s Jack Ryan -- In our own backyard, we have the central character of Tom Clan-
cy’s books: Jack Ryan, a CIA analyst who just can’t stay out of trouble. Over five films, led 
off by “The Hunt for Red October” in 1990, we’ve seen four actors as Ryan (Alec Baldwin, 
Harrison Ford, Ben Affleck and Chris Pine -- that’s not counting John Krasinski in Amazon’s 
streaming series). They’ve collectively fought off the Russians, Irish terrorists, a drug cartel, the 
Russians again, and then also, the Russians.

“Mission: Impossible” (1996) -- It all began (in movie land) when IMF agent Ethan Hunt 
(Tom Cruise) was framed for the murder of his team and a botched attempt to steal government 
secrets. Naturally, his only recourse is to band together with other disavowed agents (Jean Reno, 
Ving Rhames) to actually steal the secrets -- an impossible feat -- and flush out the real traitor. 
After agent Hunt redeemed himself, Tom Cruise went on to make seven-plus films grossing over 
$3.5 billion.

“The Bourne Identity” (2002) -- Based on the books of Robert Ludlum, this franchise centers 
around Jason Bourne (Matt Damon), an expertly trained CIA sleeper agent. In the opening salvo, 
Bourne awakens on a boat with amnesia and launches a desperate search to unlock his past. But 
his path turns violent when the agency attempts to snuff him out. Spoiler alert: They do not suc-
ceed. Five films (and talks for a sixth) later, the Bourne future is going strong.

“Kingsman: The Secret Service” -- Taron Egerton is Eggsy, an underprivileged British youth 
brought into an esteemed organization of gentlemen who, you know, fight worldwide threats to 
humanity. Eggsy is mentored by the very dapper Harry Hart (Colin Firth). It’s a young franchise 
with the inaugural in 2014, followed by its sequel “The Golden Circle” in 2017, but a third is 
on the way.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. ANATOMY: What is the hardest substance in the human body?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Off which U.S. state’s coast is Santa Catalina Island located?
3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first president to hold a press conference?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How many breaths does the average human being take in one day?
5. MOVIES: Which movie featured the Seal song “Kiss From a Rose”?
6. U.S. STATES: A city in this state became the first in the world to install a parking meter?
7. ANCIENT WORLD: Before he became a philosopher, what was Socrates’ profession?
8. LANGUAGE: What is the only letter that does NOT appear in any of the U.S. states’ names?
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of giraffes called?
10. LITERATURE: Which dystopian 1950s novel was originally titled “The Fireman”?

Answers
1. Tooth enamel
2. California’s
3. Woodrow Wilson, March 1913
4. About 23,000
5. “Batman Forever” (1995)
6. Oklahoma (Oklahoma City)
7. Stone mason
8. Q
9. A tower
10. “Fahrenheit 451,” Ray Bradbury

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Test



Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

FARMLAND AUCTION
Tuesday, March 2nd, 2021 

at 11:00 A.M
Sale to be held via:  Tele-Auction Call

(call 815-946-4120 Monday between 1pm-4pm 
March 2nd to obtain a bidders number &

 call in information)
80 Acres +/-   ONE PARCEL:

Section 36 of Woosung Township in Ogle, IL
For complete listing of sale bill, maps, tax info, and 

terms & conditions, etc. visit
www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com

For Information Contact:
Lenny Bryson – Auctioneer

Mark Ebert - Auctioneer
11749 West Judson Road

Polo, IL  61064                                                                               
Ph) 815-946-4120                                           

Owner, Janice & Kevin Deets
Attorney, Rebecca Rodriguez Ward, Murray, 

Pace & Johnson, P.C.
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Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com | I.A.F.L. #44000128

ONLINE ONLY AUCTIONS
Maury & Darline Johnson Estate Auction

Hacksauction.hibid.com
BIDDING OPENS: WED., FEB. 10th @ 8 A.M.

PREVIEW: WED., FEB. 10th – 1 to 5 P.M.
3849 Barley Ridge Tr., Cherry Valley, IL  

Antiques & Collectibles; Primitives; Fine China & 
Glassware; Artwork by Darline; Figurines; Lighting; 
Linens; Good Clean Furniture; Electronics & Small 
Appliances; Household Furnishings; Lawn & 
Garden; Tools; Much More!

Valdene Snodgrass Jewelry & Antiques 
Collection

BIDDING OPENS: FRI., FEB. 19th @ 8 A.M.
PREVIEW: SAT., FEB. 20th – 10 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Hack’s Auction Antique Center
410 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  

Wonderful Selection Gold, Sterling Silver & 
Gemstone! Jewelry; Extensive Collection Navajo & 
Contemporary SW Jewelry-Silver-Turquoise-Coral-
Artist Marked-Squash Necklaces-Bracelets-Rings-
Belts-Earrings-Quality Silversmithing; Huge Array of 
Designer-Artist-Costume Jewelry; Men’s & Ladies’ 
Gold Necklaces-Rings-Bracelets-Pendants & Pins; 
Gems & Pearls; Pocket & Wrist Watches; Victorian 
Jewelry & Smalls; Oak & Unique Jewelry Cases; 
Silver Coins & Mint Sets; Sterling Silver Plates & 
Ornaments by Kirk-Reed & Barton-Etc.; Sterling 
Flatware Sets; Ogle County Historical Books; 1962 
Barbie Original Fashion Doll; Many Desirable 
Items!

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on January 
27, 2021, an Amended 
Assumed Name  
Certificate of business 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the peersons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: Addition of 
Names:
Legacy Lanes, 116 E. 
Main St., Stillman Valley, 
IL 61084.
Dated: January 27, 2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0203 (Feb. 8)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 15th JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE )P 4
OF: )
MARGARET )
HESS, )
deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of the 
death of MARGARET 
E. HESS of Oregon, 
Illinois. Letters of office 
were issued on January 
12, 2021, to RICHARD 
ALLEN KAUTZ of Elgin, 
Illinois, whose attorney is 
David A. Smith, of Smith, 
Birkholz & Morrow, P.C. at 
129 South Fourth Street, 
P. 0. Box 10, Oregon, 
Illinois, 61061-0010.
CLAIMS against the 
estate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk
of the Court at Ogle 
County Judicial Center, 
106 South 5th Street,
Oregon, Illinois, 61061, or 
with the representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the first publication 
of this Notice, or within 
three months from the 
date of mailing or delivery 
of” Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery is 
required by Section 18-3 
of the Illinois Probate 
Act, 1975, as amended, 
whichever date is later. 
Any claim not filed within 
that period is barred.
Copies of claims filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the estate 
legal representative and 
to the attorney within 10
days after the claim has 
been filed.
RICK ALLEN KAUTZ
Independent 
Administrator
No. 0204 (Feb. 8, 15, 22)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on February 
1, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: Sign Gypsies 
Byron, 5370 E. Nordic 
Woods Dr., Byron, IL 
61010.

was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: Boone County 
Classic
5870 N. Hales Corner 
Rd., Stillman Valley, IL  
61084
Dated: January 21, 2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0125 (Feb. 1, 8, 15)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on January 
22, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: Abeadles
1096 N Etnyre Terrace
Oregon, IL 61061
Dated: January 22, 2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0126 (Feb. 1, 8, 15)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice to Bidders – 

Tillable Farmland for 
Lease

The Byron Fire Protection 
District is accepting 
Sealed Cash Bids for the 
lease of approximately 
37 tillable acres located 
on the East side of the 
intersection at Tower and 
Water Road, commonly 
known as the Emery 
Property, parcel id #05-
19-326-004. Lease will 
run from March 1, 2021 
thru February 28, 2022.  
Sealed cash bid on 
dollars per acre are due 
by Thursday, February 
18th,  2021 no later than 
3:00 pm.  Sealed bids 
will be opened at the 
Byron Fire Protection 
District Board Meeting 
on the 22nd of February 
at approximately 7:15 
pm.   Sealed bids will be 
accepted at Byron Fire 
District Headquarters 
located at 123 N. Franklin 
Street. Persons interested 
in viewing the property, 
please contact the Fire 
District at 815-234-4911. 
No. 0202 (Feb. 8, 15)

PROBATE
IN THE )
MATTER )
OF THE )
ESTATE )2021
OF )P1
JOHN )
HENRY )
KLINGER, )
Deceased )
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors 
oftbe death of JOHN 
HENRY KLINGER of Ogle 
County, Oregon Illinois. 
Letters of office were 
issued to Barbara Ann 
Klinger of 802 Jackson 
Street, Oregon, IL 61061, 
as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney of record 
is David W. Badger, 
Ehrmann Gehlbach 
Badger & Considine, LLC, 
215 E. First Street, Dixon, 
Illinois 61021.
The estate will be 
administered without 
court supervision, 
unless under section 
28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the 
clerk.
Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at 106 S. 5th Street, Suite 
#300, Oregon, IL 61061, 
or with the representative, 
or both, on or before 
the date which is six (6) 
months after the date of 
the first publication of this 
Claim Notice, or, if mailing 
or delivering of a notice 
from the representative 
is required by section 
18-3 of the Probate Act 
of 1975, the date stated 
in that notice. Any claim 
not filed on or before 
that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
By: Barbara Ann Klinger,
Independent Executor
No. 0122 (Jan. 25, Feb.. 
1, 8)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on January 
21, 2021, a certificate 

Oregon, Illinois, 61061, or 
with the representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the first publication 
of this Notice, or within 
three months from the 
date of mailing or delivery 
of Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery is 
required by Section 18-3 
of the Illinois Probate 
Act, 1975, as amended, 
whichever date is later. 
Any claim not filed within 
that period is barred.
Copies of claims filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the estate 
legal representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after the claim has 
been filed.
GARY H. BOLTHOUSE
Independent 
Administrator
No. 0121 (Jan. 25, Feb. 
1, 8)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE FIFTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 

ILLINOIS
OGLE COUNTY, IN 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 15th JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE )P-3
OF: )
JEAN E. )
BOLTHOUSE, ) 
deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of JEANE. 
BOLTHOUSE of Oregon, 
Illinois. Letters of office 
were issued on January 
11, 2021, to GARY H. 
BOLTHOUSE of Oregon, 
Illinois, whose attorney is 
David A. Smith, of Smith, 
Birkholz & Morrow, P.C. at 
129 South Fourth Street, 
P. O. Box 10, Oregon, 
Illinois, 61061-0010.
CLAIMS against the 
estate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk
of the Court at Ogle 
County Judicial Center, 
106 South 5th Street,

answer or otherwise 
file your appearance in 
this case in the office of 
the Ogle County Circuit 
Clerk, Ogle County 
Judicial Center, 106 S. 
5th Street, Suite 300, 
Oregon, IL 61061 on or 
before Feb. 25, 2021, 
A JUDGMENT OR 
DECREE BY DEFAULT 
MAY BE TAKEN 
AGAINST YOU FOR THE 
RELIEF ASKED IN THE 
COMPLAINT.
Witness: January 7, 2021
Kimberly A. Stahl,
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: Megan Hauten
Deputy
No. 0120 (Jan. 25, Feb. 
1, 8)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY

Victoria L. )
Mishler )
Plaintiff )Case
vs. )2020
Daniel J. )D-98
Mishler )
Defendant )
PUBLICATION NOTICE

NOTICE IS GIVEN 
YOU, Daniel J. Mishler 
defendants, that this case 
has been commenced in 
this Court against you and 
other defendants, asking 
for a divorce and for other 
relief.
UNLESS YOU file your 



203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

INSURANCE PROFESSIONAL 
Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC is seeking an 

insurance professional to add to our Rochelle, 
IL office.  Our ideal candidate is P&C licensed 

and experienced servicing personallines 
clients.  Candidates with strong customer 

service experience are encouraged to apply, 
but will be required to become P&C licensed 
within 60 days of hire.  We offer an attractive 

compensation and benefits package that 
includes medical, dental, vision, short/long 
term disability, life, voluntary life, Teledoc 

program, EAP, vacation, personal time and 
401(k) with company match. Please send your 
resume with detailed work history and salary 

requirements to: 
  Steph Shobe,  

Director of Human Resources
  Dimond Bros Insurance LLC

  928 Clinton Road, PO Box 1090
  Paris, IL  61944

  steph.shobe@dimondbros.com 02
03

20
21

Be Your Own Boss!  
Do you have clientele but 
don’t have anywhere to 
perform your services? 
Downtown Amboy salon has 

chair rental/space available for 
hair stylist, nail technician or 
barber. Make your own hours. 

Space available Monday-
Saturday. 

Call Kirsten at  
815-994-6323.

01182021

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Small office needs detail oriented, 
self-starter to do computer work, 
bookkeeping, digital photo work, 

typing, data entry, phones, filing, and 
other clerical/support work.

For job description & requirements visit 
www.oglecounty.org 

To apply, send resume and cover letter 
by February 16, 2021 to: 

Ogle County Solid Waste Management 
Department

909 Pines Rd., Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-4020

Or email to srypkema@oglecounty.org
02012021

The Ashton-Franklin Cen-
ter #275 School District is 
Seeking a Highly Skilled, 
Detail Oriented and Mo-
tivated Bookkeeper for 
the 2022 SY. The Ideal 
Candidate Must Main-
tain Accurate Records 

 
Local Trucking Company
Seeks experienced Class 

A-CDL Driver for
Full time year round 

employment hauling grain

815-938-3644
Please leave message

published any advertise-
ment soliciting a child 
care service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed or 
operating under a per-
mit issued by the Illinois 
Department of Children 
and Family Services may 
publish advertisements 
of the services for which 
it is specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER CARRI-
ERS Wanted. (Rochelle) 
Several Routes Open. 
Call 815-561-2112 For 
More Information.

NORTH PRAIRIE
APARTMENTS

320 Lover’s Lane, Oregon,IL

815-732-2068
1, 2 & 3 

Bedroom Apartments

815-732-2068

02
08

20
21

Managed by CMS Management, LLC

“This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider”

Laundry Facility on Site • Appliances Furnished

Applications are available in the hallways of 
320 building, and can be turned in through the 

office door in 320 building”

VILLAGE GREEN 
APARTMENTS
100 Blanchard Court 

Byron IL 61010
Immediate openings for 1 

bedroom apartment homes. 
Must be 62 years of age or 

older; disabled regardless of age. 
Included in rent; water, sewer 

and trash. All units have washer-
dryer, stove, refrigerator & a/c 

units. Family pet welcome with a 
deposit.  

Interested parties, please contact:
815-234-2620

Contact us today to receive an application 
for your new home.

Professionally Managed by CMS 
Management Company  

An Equal Opportunity Provider.

02022021

VILLAGE GREEN 
APARTMENTS

502-506 Barbara St.
Mount Morris, IL

Immediate openings for 1 
bedroom apartment homes. 
Must be 62 years of age or 

older; disabled regardless of age. 
Included in rent; water, sewer 

and trash. All units have washer-
dryer, stove, refrigerator & a/c 

units. Family pet welcome with a 
deposit. 

Interested parties, please contact:
815-234-2620

Contact us today to receive an application 
for your new home.

Professionally Managed by CMS 
Management Company 

An Equal Opportunity Provider.

02022021

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

& LaSalle-Peru) on North 
35th Road. Call 815-252-
1797. Between Missing 
since Christmas day. Call 
815-252-1797Mendota & 
LaSalle-Peru (02-07-21)

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 815-
784-4256 For Availability 
or Visit us on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, un-
less licensed or holding 
a permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause to be 

Companies that do busi-
ness by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit be-
fore you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A pub-
lic service message from 
your hometown newspa-
per and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, es-
pecially those asking for 
money in advance.”

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

Lost dog. Small Male 
Terrier. Tan/Brown with 
White Spots. Micro-
chipped. Lost in the Vicin-
ity of Dimmick (Mendota 
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, es-
pecially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, es-
pecially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 

Pre-Kindergarten 
Teacher Assistant
Byron Forest Preserve District

7993 N. River Road
Byron, IL  61010

Assists Pre-K teacher with preschool 
programs. Assists with teaching and 

developing preschool program and leading 
activities at established preschool located at 

the Keller Education Center in Byron. 

Year-round part-time hourly position – 
Averaging 35 hours per week during the 
school year. Benefits include sick leave, 

vacation, paid holidays and IMRF retirement. 

Qualifications: high school diploma or 
equivalent required and experience in 

teaching young children.

Applications can be found on-line at  
www.byronforestpreserve.com or can be 

picked up at the Jarrett Prairie Center  
7993 North River Road in Byron.
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Dated: February 1, 2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0205 (Feb. 8, 15, 22)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is herby given that 
Union Savings Bank, an 
Illinois-chartered savings 
bank operating with its 
main office located at 223 
West Stephenson Street, 
Freeport, Illinois 61032 
has made an application 
to relocate a branch 
to the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
(the “FDIC”), Chicago 
Regional Office 300 
South Riverside Plaza, 
Suite 1700, Chicago, 
Illinois 60606-3447, for 
permission to relocate a 
branch office currently 
located at 2 West Main 
Street, Mount Morris, 
Illinois 61054, to 5 West 
Hitt Street, Mount Morris, 
Illinois 61054.
Any person wishing 
to comment on this 
application may file his or 
her comments in writing 
with the Regional Director 
of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
at the appropriate FDIC 
office Chicago Regional 
Office 300 South 
Riverside Plaza, Suite 
1700, Chicago, Illinois 
60606- 3447 not later 
than February 23, 2021. 
The nonconfidential 
portions of the application 
are on file at the 
appropriate FDIC office 
and are available for 
public inspection during 
regular business hours. 
Photocopies of the 
nonconfidential portion 
of the application file will 
be made available upon 
request.
No. 0208 (Feb. 8)

An 
�Advertising 
�Proverb

When Mark 
Twain was editing 
a newspaper in 
Missouri, one of 
his subscribers 
wrote in, saying 

that he had found 
�a spider in his 

newspaper and 
wondered 

whether �it was a 
sign of good or 

bad luck. Twainʼs 
response: 

ʻʻFinding a spider 
is neither good 

luck nor bad. �The 
spider was 

merely looking 
over our 

newspaper �to see 
which merchant 

was not 
advertising, so 

that �he could go 
to that store, spin 
his web across 
the door, �and 
lead a life of 
undisturbed 
peace ever 
afterward.ʼʼ



601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

409 409 
LOTS AND ACREAGELOTS AND ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE

Daniel J. Boehle, Managing Broker
510 S. Fifth St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6050   815-751-0037

3.7 Acres - Corner of Pines & Rt. 2
Oregon, IL - Zoned Commercial

$250,000

NEW ACREAGE
South Edge of Oregon

33.7 - Acres South of Railroad and West of Rt. 2. 
33 Acres Tillable-Zoned Industrial

$9,500 Per Acre

45.4 Acres South of Pines Road Between the Railroads. 
19.4 Acres Tillable-Zoned Industrial.

$6,535 Per Acre 06
10

20
19

SPECIALS OF THE WEEK

www.greensmotorcompany.com
301 N. Walnut Ave. • 815-938-2000 •  Forreston, IL 61030

We Buy 
Cars

Mon-Fri8-5PMSat 9-2PM

FINANCING AVAILABLE – Rates as low as 3.95% APR to well qualified buyers

02082021

2017 CHEVY EQUINOX LT $16,7662017 CHEVY EQUINOX LT $16,766 2016 BUICK VERANO PREFERRED $12,3892016 BUICK VERANO PREFERRED $12,389

2019 GMC SIERRA SLE 4 DR., 4X4, HEAT SEATS, REMOTE START, ONE OWNER .......................... SOLD
2019 CHEVY SILVERADOCUSTOM CREW CAB 4X4, LIFT KIT, ALL BLACK ..................................... $39,963
2019 CHEVY SILVERADO LT. 4 DR., 4X4, ONE OWNER, ONLY 22K .............................................. $32,861
2019 BUICK ENCORE AWD, LEATHER, MOON, HEAT SEATS, ONE OWNER .................................. SOLD
2019 CHEVY CRUZE RALLY SPORT, REMOTE START, HEAT SEATS, ONLY 3,500 MI ....................... SOLD
2019 GMC SIERRA SLE, 4 DR., 4X4, REMOTE START, LOADED, ONE OWNER .............................. SOLD
2018 CHEVY COLORADO CREW CAB, ZR2, 4X4, LEATHER, ONE OWNER ...................................... $32,881
2018 RAM 2500 HD 4X4, CREW CAB, CUMMINS, DIESEL, LOCAL ONE OWNER, 16K MI. ............... $45,863
2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT, CREW CAB, Z71, 4X4, LOADED, ONLY 25K .............................. $38,149
2018 CHEVY EQUINOX LT, HEAT SEATS, REMOTE START, POWER LIFT GATE .............................. SOLD
2017 JEEP WRANGLER WILLYS, 2 DR., LOADED, ONLY 21K MILES ............................................ SOLD
2017 DODGE DURANGO GT, AWD, HEAT SEATS, STEERING WHEEL, REMOTE START .................... $26,956
2017 NISSAN ROGUE SV AWD, REMOTE START, NAV, HEAT SEATS, PANORAMIC ROOF ............... SOLD
2017 CHEVY EQUINOX LT, AWD, REMOTE START, HEAT SEATS, ONE OWNER............................... $16,766
2017 CHEVY VOLT, HYBRID, ONE OWNER, FUN TO DRIVE ........................................................ $12,959
2017 CHEVY BOLT PREMIER, LEATHER, HEAT SEATS, REMOTE START ...................................... SOLD
2017 CHEVY BOLT LT, ALLOY WHEELS, REMOTE START, ONE OWNER ....................................... SOLD
2017 FORD ESCAPE SE, ECO BOOST, ONE OWNER, FACTORY WARRANTY .................................. SOLD
2017 FORD EDGE AWD, ECO BOOST, ONE OWNER, X-CLEAN .................................................... SOLD
2017 FORD ESCAPE SE, ECO BOOST, ALLOY WHEELS, POWER LIFT GATE ................................... $14,953
2016 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT SPORT 4X4, HEAT SEATS, REMOTE START ............................... SOLD
2016  JEEP WRANGLER 4 DR., OCSCAR MIKE, FREEDOM EDITION, HEAT SEATS, REMOTE START . $26,854
2016 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT, AWD, REMOTE START, HEAT SEATS, QUAD SEATS ............................. $19,827
2016 BUICK VERANO PREFERRED, 4 DR., REMOTE START, PEARL WHITE .................................. $12,389
2015 GMC SIERRA, 4 DR. 4X4, LOADED, ONE OWNER ............................................................. SOLD
2015 JEEP WRANGLER WILLYS 4X4, LOADED LOCAL OWNER,  ONLY 18K .................................. SOLD
2013 BUICK LACROSSE, LEATHER HEAT SEATS, REMOTE START, LOCAL TRADE ......................... SOLD
2012 CHEVY EQUINOX LS, CLEAN, LOCAL TRADE ................................................................... SOLD
2004 CHEVY SILVERADO, 2500 HD, EXT CAB, 4X4, LEATHER, EXTRA NICE .................................. $12,921 
2002 FORD THUNDERBIRD CONVERTIBLE, PREMIUM, LEATHER, ONLY 55K MI ......................... $13,743 
200O FORD RANGER SPORT S BOX 4X4, LOW MILES, VERY CLEAN ........................................... SOLD

2017 CHEVY VOLT, HYBRID $12,9592017 CHEVY VOLT, HYBRID $12,9592019 SILVERADO LT, 4 DR., 4X4 $32,8612019 SILVERADO LT, 4 DR., 4X4 $32,861

“Home of your next dynamite deal!”
800 S. 4th S. Street, Oregon • 815-881-8287

www.tntmotorsales.com
Call 815-881-8287 today for more information

* Plus tax, title & doc fee. Offering Buy Here Pay Here Options on select Vehicles. We accept trade-ins & payment is based on approved credit. 02082021

2015 CHRYSLER 200

$5,995$5,995**

1999 FORD E-150 XL

2017 CHEVY CRUZE

$5,495$5,495**

2007 KIA OPTIMA LX 

$12,995$12,995** $14,495$14,495**

Which Reflect the Daily 
Financial Transactions 
of the School District. 
The Candidate will be 
Expected to Have Work-
ing Knowledge of Basic 
Cash-Based Accounting 
Principles and Have Ex-
perience in Synchroniz-
ing Bank Statements with 
Monthly Financial Activi-
ties. The Candidate Must 
be Able to Effectively use 
MS Office Suite Programs 
and Must Have Excellent 
Organizational and Time 
Management Skills. They 
Should Work Collabora-
tively with Team Members 
and Must Possess Excel-
lent Written and Verbal 
Communication Skills.  To 
Apply and for More Detail 
Information go to: afc-
schools.net (02-07-21)

NOW HIRING!  
Lube Technician 

position available.  
Must have previ-
ous professional 

auto service 
experience and 
own your own 

tools.  
Apply within at 

Byron Quick Lube 
& Tire, Inc.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: Vin-
tage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 815-
562-2928 or email dick-
harms@hotmail.com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, pot-
tery & crocks, tin & iron 
toys, sterling silver, de-
coys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALESALE

Chest of Drawers and 
Dresser W/Mirror, Excel-
lent Condition. $150 Call 
815-857-2149 McCrack-
en (02-07-21)
BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End Roll- 
Cost Depends on Weight 
of Roll. Available Monday-
Friday 8AM-NOON ONLY. 
SEE RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER Ro-
chelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE ad-
vertised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair Hous-
ing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal op-
portunity basis.
 

Home for sale 
in Byron. 4 

bd, 3 bath, all 
new inside. 

3941 E. 
Whippoor-
will Lane. 
$249,000. 

www.firstchoicerentals.net.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE: BEAUTI-
FUL Large 2-BEDROOM, 
1-Bath. All Utilities In-
cluded. Washer/Dryer in 
Unit. Off Street/Parking. 
1-Garage/Space. Senior 
Citizen Discount. Email 
or Call for Showing rent-
als464@gmail.com or 815-
762-6440. (02-07-21)

ROCHELLE: Clean, 
Quiet. No Pets/Smoking. 
Parking in-Rear. Coin 
Laundry. 630-858-4180. 
(02-07-21)
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511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Studio Apt 
in Byron. 

$430+deposit. 
Call 

815-234-8199.

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

Charming 1 bd. Apt. 
in Oregon.  No pets.  
Appliances, water/

garbage included.  $425 
per mo/+ deposit.
Call 815-440-0373

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3 bdrm, 2 bath, 
house for rent 

in Oregon near down-
town. $500 mo/$500 dep. 

If interested 
call 

815-973-6274.

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10ʼx24ʼ & 
6ʼx10

Call 732-2466

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

Buy, Sell, Trade or Rent
through the

Marketplace



AWARENESS
The Rochelle News-Leader

Sunday, February 7, 2021 • Section 3
The Ogle County Life/Rock Valley Shopper

Monday, February 8, 2021 • Section C



BINGE drinking is a dan-
gerous behavior but is not 
widely recognized as a 

women’s health problem. Drinking 
too much – including binge drink-
ing* – results in about 23,000 deaths 
in women and girls each year. Binge 
drinking increases the chances of 
breast cancer, heart disease, sexu-
ally transmitted diseases, unintended 
pregnancy, and many other health 
problems. Drinking during preg-
nancy can lead to sudden infant death 
syndrome and fetal alcohol spectrum 
disorders.

About 1 in 8 women aged 18 years 
and older and 1 in 5 high school girls 
binge drink. Women who binge drink 
do so frequently – about 3 times a 
month – and have about 6 drinks per 
binge. There are effective actions 
communities can take to prevent 
binge drinking among women and 
girls.

*Binge drinking for women is de-
fined as consuming 4 ormore alcohol 
drinks (beer, wine, or liquor) on an 
occasion.

Drinking too much can seriously 
affect the health of women and girls.

Drinking too much can seriously 
affect the health of women and girls.

Women’s and girls’ bodies respond 
to alcohol differently than men’s. It 
takes less alcohol for women to get 
intoxicated because of their size and 
how they process alcohol.

Binge drinking can lead to unin-
tended pregnancies. It is not safe to 
drink at any time during pregnancy.

If women binge drink while preg-
nant, they risk exposing their devel-
oping baby to high levels of alcohol, 
increasing the chances the baby will 
be harmed by the mother’s alcohol 
use.

Drinking is influenced by your 
community and your relationships.

Alcohol use in a community is 
affected by alcohol’s price and avail-
ability.

Underage drinking is affected by 
exposure to alcohol marketing.

Underage drinking is also influ-
enced by adult drinking, and youth 
often obtain alcohol from adults.

HANK’S REPAIR
Hank Kaiser, Owner

Jason Rager, Chris Cather - Technicians

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley

815-362-3451

 • General Automotive
• Tires
• Install Jasper Engines & Transmissions
• A.S.E. Certified
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The “Cardinal” Rule is...

JUST SAY 
NO!

02082021

MERIDIAN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 223
815-645-2230

Binge drinking among women and girls
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Rochelle Fire 
Department

401 5th Avenue, Rochelle, IL

02082021

RISKS FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

    INJURIES
        motor vehicle crashes
        falls
        drowning

    VIOLENCE
        homicide
        suicide
        intimate partner violence
        sexual assault

CHRONIC DISEASES
        high blood pressure
        heart disease
        stroke
        liver disease
        cancer of the breast, liver, mouth, and throat

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
        unintended pregnancy
        sexually transmitted diseases such as HIV
    Alcohol dependence/alcoholism
    Learning and memory problems
    If pregnant
        Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS)
        Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
        Miscarriage, stillbirth, premature birth, and low birth 
weight
        Fetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASDs) which include 
physical, behavioral, and learning disabilities



GO TIGERS!
BYRON 

CUSD 226
696 North Colfax St.

Byron, IL 61010
815-234-5491

“COMMIT TO BE DRUG-FREE!”
02122018

Forrestville Valley
School District

601 E. Main Street
Forreston, IL

815-938-2175

Say…
“NO!”
to drugs & 
alcohol!

TEENAGERS confront a considerable 
amount of peer pressure as they navigate 
their way through adolescence. One of 

the more challenging situations teens confront is 
the pressure to smoke. Thankfully, anti-smoking 
campaigns have made great strides in preventing 
the number of young people who smoke tobacco 
products. 

According to the American Lung Association, in 
2015 9.3 percent of high school students reported 
smoking cigarettes in the past 30 days. That’s a 
remarkable 74 percent decline from 1997. That’s 
encouraging news, though there’s still a lot of work 
to do to help teens avoid smoking entirely.

Modern teens face challenges regarding tobacco 
that are entirely different from those faced by their 
parents decades ago. Back then, cigarettes were the 
primary, most readily available tobacco product. 
But teens now must also confront e-cigarettes and 
the mountain of misinformation about them. The 
ALA highlights the following facts about e-ciga-
rettes to help teens make healthy choices.

• E-cigarettes are not safer than traditional ciga-
rettes. E-cigarettes, an umbrella term that includes 
vapes, hookah pens or JUULS, have not been 
proven to be a safe alternative to cigarettes. Like 
traditional cigarettes, e-cigarettes are inhaled and 
the products produce an aerosol cloud of nicotine or 
other substances.

• JUUL pods contain nicotine. The ALA notes 
that every JUUL pod contains nicotine, and some 
even claim to have as much nicotine as an entire 
pack of cigarettes. According to the Alcohol and 
Drug Foundation, regularly smoking products that 
contain nicotine is considered a major preventable 
cause of premature death and disability. 

• JUUL smoke may look different, but it’s very 
similar to regular cigarette smoke. The ALA notes 
that the aerosol cloud produced by JUUL smoke 
tends to look different from the smoke clouds 
produced by other e-cigarettes and even traditional 
cigarettes. However, JUUL smoke contains many 
of the same chemicals as traditional cigarettes. The 
American Cancer Society notes that some of the 
chemicals found in tobacco smoke include form-
aldehyde, lead, arsenic, carbon monoxide, and 
ammonia.

• Even “nicotine-free” e-cigarettes likely contain 
nicotine. According to the ALA, there are no rules 
governing how e-cigarettes or e-juice are made, so 

What teens should know about vaping and e-cigarettes

there’s no way for consumers to know exactly what 
these products contain. But the ALA says virtually 
all e-cigarettes contain nicotine, even those that 
imply they don’t.

• The adolescent brain is sensitive to the effects 
of nicotine. A 2012 study published in Cold Spring 
Harbor Perspectives in Medicine found that the 
adolescent brain is especially sensitive to the effects 
of nicotine. Studies of people who smoked during 

adolescence concluded that such people were at 
increased risk of developing psychiatric disorders 
and cognitive impairment later in life.

Modern teens may not feel the same pressure to 
smoke traditional cigarettes as teens did in recent 
decades. But the pressure to try harmful e-cigarettes 
can be significant, and teens who learn about these 
dangerous products may be better equipped to resist 
them. 
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815-787-9000

SUBSTANCE ABUSE/DEPENDENCY? 
DUI? LICENSE LOST? D.O.T. PROBLEMS?

Don’t lose hope…
We can help you get your life back on track!

951 S. Seventh Street
Suite G

Rochelle, IL

2600 DeKalb Avenue
Suite J

Sycamore, IL

300 Washington Corner
 #203

Oregon, IL

02
08

20
21

SUBSTANCE ABUSE/DEPENDENCY?
DUI? LICENSE LOST? D.O.T. PROBLEMS?

Don’t lose hope…
We can help you get your life  

back on track!

815-787-9000

MEN are more likely than women to drink excessively. Excessive 
drinking is associated with significant increases in short-term 
risks to health and safety, and the risk increases as the amount 

of drinking increases. Men are also more likely than women to take other 
risks (e.g., drive fast or without a safety belt), when combined with exces-
sive drinking, further increasing their risk of injury or death.

Approximately 58 percent of adult men report drinking alcohol in the 
last 30 days.

Approximately 23 percent of adult men report binge drinking 5 times 
a month, averaging 8 drinks per binge.

Men are almost two times more likely to binge drink than women.
Most (90 percent) people who binge drink are not alcoholics or alcohol 

dependent.
About 4.5 percent of men and 2.5 percent of women met the diagnostic 

criteria for alcohol dependence in the past year.
Injuries and deaths as a result of 

excessive alcohol use
Men consistently have higher rates of alcohol-related deaths and hos-

pitalizations than women.
Among drivers in fatal motor-vehicle traffic crashes, men are almost 

twice as likely as women to have been intoxicated (i.e., a blood alcohol 
concentration of 0.08 percent or greater).

Excessive alcohol consumption increases aggression and, as a result, 
can increase the risk of physically assaulting another person.

Men are more likely than women to commit suicide, and more likely 
to have been drinking prior to committing suicide.

Reproductive Health and Sexual Function
Excessive alcohol use can interfere with testicular function and male 

hormone production resulting in impotence, infertility, and reduction of 
male secondary sex characteristics such as facial and chest hair.

Excessive alcohol use is commonly involved in sexual assault. Also, 
alcohol use by men increases the chances of engaging in risky sexual 
activity including unprotected sex, sex with multiple partners, or sex with 
a partner at risk for sexually transmitted diseases.

Cancer
Alcohol consumption increases the risk of cancer of the mouth, throat, 

esophagus, liver, and colon in men.
Information from www.cdc.gov

Excessive alcohol use and 
risks to men’s health

What is a standard drink?
In the United States, a standard drink contains 0.6 ounces (14.0 grams or 1.2 

tablespoons) of pure alcohol. Generally, this amount of pure alcohol is found in:
12-ounces of beer (5% alcohol content).
8-ounces of malt liquor (7% alcohol content).
5-ounces of wine (12% alcohol content).
1.5-ounces of 80-proof (40% alcohol content) distilled spirits or liquor (e.g., 

gin, rum, vodka, whiskey).

What is excessive 
drinking?

Excessive drinking includes binge drinking, heavy 
drinking, and any drinking by pregnant women or people 
younger than age 21.

Binge drinking, the most common form of excessive 
drinking, is defined as consuming:

For women, 4 or more drinks during a single occasion.
For men, 5 or more drinks during a single occasion.

Heavy drinking is defined as consuming:
For women, 8 or more drinks per week.
For men, 15 or more drinks per week.
Most people who drink excessively are not alcoholics or 

alcohol dependent.



PRESCRIPTION 
opioids can be 
used to treat 

moderate-to-severe pain 
and are often prescribed 
following surgery or inju-
ry, or for health conditions 
such as cancer. The most 
commonly prescribed 
opioids include the fol-
lowing:

Hydrocodone (Vico-
din®)

Oxycodone (OxyCon-
tin®, Percocet®)

Oxymorphone (Opa-
na®)

Morphine (Kadian®, 
Avinza®)

Codeine
Fentanyl
Hydromorphone
Tapentadol
Methadone

When the 
prescription 
becomes the 

problem
In recent years, there 

has been a dramatic in-
crease in the acceptance 
and use of prescription 
opioids for the treatment 
of chronic, non-cancer 
pain, such as back pain 
or osteoarthritis, despite 
serious risks and the lack 
of evidence about their 
long-term effectiveness.

In addition to the seri-
ous risks of addiction, 
abuse, and overdose, the 
use of prescription opioids 
can have a number of side 
effects, even when taken 
as directed:

Tolerance—meaning 
you might need to take 
more of the medication 
for the same pain relief

Phys i ca l  depen -
dence—meaning you 
have symptoms of with-
drawal when the medica-
tion is stopped

Increased sensitivity 
to pain

Constipation
Nausea, vomiting, and 

dry mouth
Sleepiness and diz-

ziness
Confusion
Depression
Low levels of testos-

terone that can result in 
lower sex drive, energy, 
and strength

Prescription opioids: The basics

Itching and sweating
Overdose deaths in-

volving prescription opi-
oids were more than four 
times higher in 2018 than 
in 1999. In 2018, almost 32 
percent of all U.S. opioid 
overdose deaths involved 
a prescription opioid. 
Even though the number 
of overdose deaths involv-
ing prescription opioids 
decreased in 2018, more 
than 232,000 people have 

died in the United States 
from overdoses involv-
ing prescription opioids 
since 19991. Overdose is 
not the only risk related to 
prescription opioids. Any-
one who takes prescription 
opioids can become ad-
dicted to them.

Talk to your 
doctor

Talk to your doctor 

about ways to manage 
your pain that do not in-
volve prescription opioids. 
Some of these options 
may actually work better 
and have fewer risks and 
side effects. Depending 
on the type of pain you 
are experiencing, options 
may include:

Acetaminophen (Tyle-
nol®) or ibuprofen (Ad-
vil®)

Cognitive behavioral 

therapy – a psychological, 
goal-directed approach 
in which patients learn 
how to modify physical, 
behavioral, and emotional 
triggers of pain and stress

Exercise therapy, in-
cluding physical therapy

Medications for depres-
sion or for seizures

Interventional therapies 
(injections)

Exercise and weight 
loss

Other therapies such as 
acupuncture and massage

Your health and safety 
are important. Start the 
conversation with your 
doctor and work together 
to set pain management 
goals and develop a treat-
ment plan that will help 
you. Follow-up if your 
pain is not resolving as 
quickly as expected.

(Information from 
www.cdc.gov)



The Rochelle News-Leader       Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021    Page 3-39

Ogle County Life/ Rock Valley Shopper       Monday, Feb. 8, 2021    Page C-39

Non-Emergency
815-562-2131

Emergency
911

Please contact the Rochelle
Police Department if you

think there is drug activity in
your neighborhood.
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IMPAIRED driving claims thousands of 
lives every year. In fact, according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-

istration, nearly 30 people die in drunk driving 
crashes every day in the United States.

Drivers no doubt recognize the dangers of 
driving after consuming alcohol, but consum-
ing other, seemingly less threatening substances 
also can put drivers in danger, even during times 
of day when drivers would otherwise think the 
roads are as safe as possible. In its 2013-14 
National Roadside Study of Alcohol and Drug 
Use, the NHTSA found that 10 percent of week-
day, daytime drivers surveyed tested positive for 
prescription and/or over-the-counter drugs. Many 
people recognize that prescription drugs tend to 
be stronger than OTC drugs, and that recognition 
may naturally compel them to be extra cautious 

before driving after taking prescription meds. 
But the potential side effects of OTC drugs also 
merits caution on the part of drivers. It’s vital 
that drivers recognize certain facts about OTC 
and prescription drugs and keep them in mind 
before getting behind the wheel.

• The side effects of OTC drugs can be seri-
ous. It’s easy to write off the side effects of 
medications that can be purchased as easily as 
a candy bar. However, the NHTSA notes that 
OTC medications can induce drowsiness, cause 
nausea, cloud drivers’ judgment, and adversely 
affect drivers’ hand-eye coordination. Each of 
those effects can make it dangerous for drivers to 
get behind the wheel, so it’s imperative that driv-
ers avoid driving if any of the aforementioned 
symptoms appear.

• Some prescription medications have been 

linked to higher risk of crashing. According to 
the NHTSA, opioids, sedatives, muscle relax-
ants, and some antidepressants have been associ-
ated with increased crash risk. When prescribed 
such medications, patients should discuss how 
to approach driving with their physicians.

• Mixing medications can impair driving 
ability. Medications that do not cause side ef-
fects on their own may still prove harmful if 
mixed with other drugs. Mixing drugs with al-
cohol also can produce side effects that impair 
driving ability, even for drivers who do not feel 
as though they consumed an amount of alcohol 
that would normally compromise their ability to 
drive safely.

Recognizing the ways prescription and OTC 
medications can impair driving ability is a vital 
component of safe driving.  

Various medications can be dangerous for drivers



Central Elementary ~ Lincoln Elementary
May Elementary ~ Tilton Elementary

Rochelle Middle School

Rochelle Township High School

02
11
20
18

Natural Helper Advisors John Pfaff and Tasha Hacaga,
and School Nurse Jacque Johnson are available

to talk to students about their choices.

At RTHS, our Natural
Helpers just say NO to

drugs & alcohol.

ALCOHOL is 
the most com-
monly used 

and abused drug among 
youth in the United 
States.

Excessive drinking 
is responsible for more 
than 4,300 deaths among 
underage youth each 
year, and cost the U.S. 
$24 billion in economic 
costs in 2010.

Although drinking by 
persons under the age of 
21 is illegal, people aged 
12 to 20 years drink 11 
percent of all alcohol 
consumed in the United 
States. More than 90 
percent of this alcohol is 
consumed in the form of 
binge drinks.

On average, under-
age drinkers consume 
more drinks per drink-
ing occasion than adult 
drinkers.

In 2013, there were 
approximately 119,000 
emergency rooms visits 
by persons aged 12 to 
21 for injuries and other 
conditions linked to 
alcohol.

Drinking levels 
among youth
The 2017 Youth Risk 

Behavior Survey found 
that among high school 
students, during the past 
30 days:

30 percent drank 
some amount of alcohol.

14 percent binge 
drank.

6 percent drove after 
drinking alcohol.

17 percent rode with 
a driver who had been 
drinking alcohol.

Other national 
surveys

In 2016, the National 
Survey on Drug Use and 
HealthExternal reported 
that 19 percent of youth 
aged 12 to 20 years 
drink alcohol and 12 
percent reported binge 
drinking in the past 30 
days.

In 2017, the Monitor-
ing the Future Sur-
veyExternal reported 
that 8 percent of 8th 
graders and 33 percent 
of 12th graders drank 
during the past 30 days, 
and 2 percent of 8th 
graders and 19 percent 
of 12th graders binge 
drank during the past 30 
days.

Consequences 
of underage 

drinking
Youth who drink 

alcohol are more likely to 
experience:

School problems, such 
as higher absence and 
poor or failing grades.

Social problems, such 
as fighting and lack of 
participation in youth 
activities.

Legal problems, such 
as arrest for driving or 
physically hurting some-
one while drunk.

Physical problems, 
such as hangovers or ill-
nesses.

Unwanted, unplanned, 
and unprotected sexual 
activity.

Disruption of normal 
growth and sexual devel-
opment.

Effects of underage drinking

Physical and sexual 
assault.

Higher risk for suicide 
and homicide.

Alcohol-related car 
crashes and other unin-
tentional injuries, such as 
burns, falls, and drown-
ing.

Memory problems.
Abuse of other drugs.
Changes in brain de-

velopment that may have 

life-long effects.
Death from alcohol 

poisoning.
In general, the risk of 

youth experiencing these 
problems is greater for 
those who binge drink 
than for those who do not 
binge drink.

Early initiation of 
drinking is associated with 
development of an alcohol 
use disorder later in life.

Prevention
Reducing underage 

drinking will require 
community-based efforts 
to monitor the activities 
of youth and decrease 
youth access to alcohol. 
Recent publications 
by the Surgeon Gen-
eral1 and the Institute 
of Medicine5 outlined 
many prevention strate-
gies for the prevention 

of underage drinking, 
such as enforcement of 
minimum legal drinking 
age laws, national media 
campaigns targeting 
youth and adults, in-
creasing alcohol excise 
taxes, reducing youth 
exposure to alcohol 
advertising, and devel-
opment of comprehen-
sive community-based 
programs.


