
MENDOTA HIGH SCHOOL

2021 STUDENT SHOWCASE

Recognizing those MHS students participating in the extra-curricular activities that round 
out a full education - building leadership skills, fostering community service, and enhancing 

personal and professional success in life after school.
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Academic Challenge

Congratulations on your extra effort! 
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Academic 
Challenge
Faith Anderson, Michael 
Baker, Melaina Bier-
wirth, Logan Brandner, 
Jamie Dooley, Isabelle 
Escatel, Alexis Finley, 
Billy Hall, Ted Land-
graf, Neal Linden, Paige 
Manning, Maya Martin, 
Madi Mikolasek, Jen-
na O’Donnell, Carlos 
Olivas, Maddy Pappas, 
Avery Pierce, Elizabeth 
Schillinger, Andrew 
Stamberger, Allison 
Stewart, Nataliya Stew-
art, Jacob Swope, Grace 
Wasmer
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Atodnem

We applaud your participation!

618 6th Street
Mendota, IL

Office: 815-539-9311
Residence: 815-539-5321

Light Weight and Heavy Duty Equipment
24 Hour Emergency Service

Phone Dispatched • Motor Club Affiliated

Phone: 815-539-5321

SETCHELL AGENCY LTD. RAMER AUTOMOTIVE 
& TOWING

03312021

Atodnem Club
Eli Arjes, Melaina Bier-
wirth, Angelcelina Esca-
tel, Karli Miars, Julian 
Muller, Aliza Salinas, 
Marah Setchell
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FFA

Congratulations 
on a job well done!

1102 Meriden St. • Mendota • 815-539-9341
Open 6 am to 9 pm • 7 days a week

03312021

FFA
Uziel Angulo, Piper Art-
man, Landon Bauer, Kody 
Becket, Jack Beetz, Thalia 
Bustos, Moises Carlos, 
Wayde Collins, Abigayle 
Daugaard, Adam Davis, 
Shaylee Davis, Connor 
Egler, Henry Esparza, 
Logan Fahr, Juan Gama, 
Zach Giberson, Abrahm 
Guerra, Ian Hiebing, Ju-
lia Krueger, Landon Lee, 
Noah Lee, Kelsie Martin, 
Anthony Melendez, Mason 
Moore, Bryce Northcutt, 
Kasen Novak, Noah Oroz-
co, Angel Patino, Avery 
Pierce, Dante Preston, Jus-
tin Randolph, Karly Reel, 
Yesenia Salinas, Brock 
Saylor, Elizabeth Schil-
linger, Hunter Siebert, Ma-
lyka Siebert, Samuel Sond-
geroth, Trenton Stanford, 
Ryan Stevenson, Nataliya 
Stewart, Jacob Swope, 
Kevin Swope, Kaysee Vil-
legas, Kalyb Watkins, John 
Wheeler, Gracie Zinke



The Mendota Reporter • 5 Wednesday, March 31, 2021 STUDENT SHOWCASE

Math Team

We are very 
proud of those 
who go above 
and beyond!

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Avenue, Mendota

815-539-3444
www.financialplus.org

MEMBER

0307201803312021

Math Team
Faith Anderson, Keina Arteaga, Briana Avila, Amanda Barrett, Jack Beetz, William Bentley, Melaina Bierwirth, Natalie Bodmer, Logan Brandner, Lizzie 
Bresley, Elly Buettner, Clayton Buffington, Thalia Bustos, Mary DeFore, Kylie Donovan, Isabelle Escatel, Alexis Finley, Bria Frey, Billy Hall, Bonnie Hall, 
Ethan Hanaman, Janeth Hermosillo, Abigail Kunz, Leilani Landeros, Ted Landgraf, Samuel Lawrence, Paige Manning, Maya Martin, Twila Martinson, Ella 
Massey, Meredith McConville, Liam McGann, Alex Medina, Madi Mikolasek, Jayla Morris, Derek Nanez, Jenna O’Donnell, Amaya Olivas, Carlos Olivas, 
Natalie Orozco, Avery Pierce, Justin Randolph, Emilio Raya, Rosevelia Rocha, Olivia Ross, Aliza Salinas, Natalia Salinas, Diego Sandoval, Elizabeth Schil-
linger, Jay Sims, Andrew Stamberger, Allison Stewart, Nataliya Stewart, Alex Stremlau, Jacob Swope, Grace Wasmer
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Principal's Office

HAVE A GREAT YEAR!!

Membership open to all adults in the community. 
For more information call 815-539-7446.

03012017

Principal’s Office 
Workers
Karli Althaus, Savan-
na Foss, Naitzy Garcia, 
Omar Gonzalez, Lily 
Harrison, Karsyn Klatt, 
Braden McPheeters, 
Karli Miars, Jayla Mor-
ris, Mikayla Seablom, 
Jocelyn Serrano, Hunter 
Siebert, Jennifer Walk-
er, Gracie Zinke
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Scholastic Bowl

Your involvment in high school activities 
will be remembered for a lifetime!

With Locations In:
Mendota - 539-5651
Earlville - 246-8261
Paw Paw • 627-8552

03
31

20
21

Scholastic Bowl
Amanda Barrett, Jack 
Beetz, William Bent-
ley, Melaina Bierwirth, 
Clay Buffington, Kylie 
Donovan, Jamie Dooley, 
Isabelle Escatel, Alexis 
Finley, Abby Kunz, Neal 
Linden, Twila Martin-
son, Karli Miars, Car-
los Olivas, Avery Pierce, 
Sergio Sandoval, Jay 
Simms, Chris Sliwa, Na-
taliya Stewart
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Spanish Club

Proud supporter of Mendota High School activities!!

www.eurekasavings.com
Member 

FDIC

Spanish Club
Amy Arteaga, Daisy Artea-
ga, Keina Arteaga, Aman-
da Barrett, Sabrina Bel-
monte, Melaina Bierwirth, 
Elly Buettner, Yasmeen Ca-
marillo, Lesley Caracheo, 
Camila Costas, Kya Delao, 
Logan Dewey, Vanessa Es-
catel, Katelyn Escobedo, 
Lea Flores, Kendra Frey, 
Gisele Gomez, Yanely Guz-
man, Ashley Hermosillo, 
Lorena Magallanes, Fredy 
Mandujano, Twila Martin-
son, Meredith McConville, 
Joselyne Morales, Martin 
Murillo, Ashley Olmos, 
Natalie Orozco, Brenda 
Palacios, Eulysses Precia-
do, Mia Raya, Rosy Ro-
cha, Nathan Ruiz, Natalia 
Salinas, Ramiro Salinas, 
Yesenia Salinas, Angela 
Sandoval, Diego Sandoval, 
Mikayla Seablom, Celeste 
Serrano, Allison Stewart, 
Nataliya Stewart, Valeria 
Valdez, Kailey Zamora, 
Kathy Zamora
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Student Council

1503 W. 
Washington St.

Mendota 
815-539-7801

Since 1983

Collision and 
Restoration Repair
Complete Car Detail - $150.00

03042020

Rt. 251 S.  • Mendota • 815-539-9343 
www.schimmergm.com

 Buick • Chevrolet 

We are proud supporters 
of MHS extracurricular 

activities!

Student Council
Melaina Bierwirth, Mar-
lie Boelk, Elly Buettner, 
Isabelle Escatel, Alexis 
Finley, Naitzy Garcia, 
Abby Kunz, Maya Mar-
tin, Meredith McCon-
ville, Alex Medina, Aliza 
Salinas, Marah Setch-
ell, Perris Stachelwitz, 
Grace Wasmer
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COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR SPECIALIZING IN:
Auto Transmission & Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342

03
04

20
20

Mendota High 
School is proud 
of its students 
who participate 
in extracurric-
ular activities! 
Keep up the 
good work!

Shopping for school sup-
plies once entailed stocking 
up on pens, pads and note-
books. Students today still 
buy many of the same items, 
though they also now stock 
up on electronics.

Technology and educa-
tion now go hand-in-hand. 
For students to find success 
both in and out of the class-
room, the right tech can 
make all the difference.

• High-speed internet: 
Connectivity is key in a dig-
itally driven world. Students 
need access to the internet 
for homework, lectures, 
email, entertainment, and 
much more. The faster your 
internet speed the better. 
According to the resource 
HighSpeedInternet.com, 
streaming videos on a sin-
gle device or web browsing 
requires between five and 40 
Mbps. Downloading large 
files or using multiple devic-
es simultaneously requires 
high speeds. When accessing 
the internet via smartphones, 
make sure your plan has 
unlimited data or provides 
enough data to ensure inter-
ruptions do not occur.

• Laptop or notebook 
computer: Laptops and 
notebook devices are simi-

Extracurricular activities have long 
been touted as a great way for prospective 
college students to bolster their college 
applications. Students may be surprised 
to learn just what participation in such 
activities may suggest to college admis-
sions officers. According to The Princeton 
Review®, scattered involvement in an 
extracurricular activity, regardless of 
what that activity is, may give college 
admissions officers a poor impression of 
applicants, suggesting a student lacks the 
commitment and passion of applicants 
who were more deeply involved in their 
extracurricular activities. While students 
should not continue to participate in an 
activity they don’t enjoy, they may bene-
fit from spending more time researching 
certain activities to ensure they choose one 
they’re willing to commit to long-term. 
Such a commitment suggests to admissions 
officers that a student is willing to go 
through the ups and downs that typically 
come with engaging oneself in an activity. 
An ability to handle those ups and downs 
without giving up suggests students will be 
able to handle the ups and downs of college 
life as well. The Princeton Review® also 
notes that students who choose to work 
instead of participating in an extracurric-
ular activity should not downplay such 
decisions on their applications, particu-
larly if they were helping to support their 
families. The decision to help support a 
family demonstrates character and can 
indicate maturity to college admissions 
officers. Each of those traits can bolster 
an applicant’s candidacy.

Did you know?Recommended technology for students
lar in that both offer many 
types of software preloaded 
that a student will need. The 
devices seem interchange-
able, but there are some 
differences. Laptops are 
generally larger than sleek, 
light notebooks. Notebooks 
are sized to fit easily into 
backpacks. Notebooks tend 
to have minimal features, 
including less RAM ca-
pacity and slower speeds, 
helping to keep their costs 
down. Some notebooks may 
have very small amounts of 
hard drive storage space, 
requiring users to purchase 
external storage devices. 

• Headphones: Most 
schools now require stu-
dents to have their own 
dedicated pair of earbuds 
or over-the-ear headphones 
so that work conducted on 
a computer does not disturb 
others also working on their 
own devices. Headphones 
also can make it easier to 
hear and comprehend videos 
and other digital lessons 
while doing homework.

• Chargers/battery packs: 
Devices must maintain 
power to help kids learn. 
Students can benefit from 
having a backup charger 
or battery pack to maintain 

functionality on their devices.
• Storage and charging base: Keeping electronics neat and accessible for 

the family may mean rethinking countertop or other storage spaces. Charging 
stations hold multiple devices and allow them to charge simultaneously.

• Touchscreen pen: Many notebook and laptop computers have touch-
screens that respond to pens/styluses and make drawing or writing on the 
screen more detailed.

• Printer/scanner: While many schools have adopted paperless formats, 
there may come a time when printing an assignment or report is necessary. A 
quality ink-jet printer can fit the bill. A scanner to scan photos or documents 
also makes it easier to complete assignments.

The above are just some of the many gadgets that can assist students 
with their studies.
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We support your extracurricular participation!

When thinking of extra-
curricular activities, many 
people’s first thoughts might 
be about team sports or 
group activities like the 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 
While such activities are 
popular, attracting tens of 
millions of kids every year, 
there are plenty of extracur-
ricular activities rooted in 
academics as well.

Extracurricular activities 
can provide a respite from 
schoolwork and give kids 
a chance to socialize with 
their peers. Extracurricular 
activities also can be great 
places to learn lessons that 
might not be taught in the 
classroom, such as how to 
work as a team, the value 
of good sportsmanship and 
how to handle defeat. Many 
of those same lessons can 
be learned through more 
unique extracurricular ac-
tivities.

In addition to the things 
they can learn, students who 
participate in extracurric-
ular activities can bolster 
their college applications. 
According to The Princeton 
Review®, college admis-
sions officers approach each 
admissions season hoping 
to create a class made up 
of students with diverse 

Unique extracurricular activities that can help students stand out
interests and backgrounds. 
To accomplish that goal, 
officers typically look at 
each applicant’s extracurric-
ular activities to learn more 
about the person behind 
the application. Academic 
performance is important, 
but extracurricular activi-
ties might help set students 
apart from other applicants 
with similar academic back-
grounds but little or no 
extracurricular activity on 
their applications.

Students who want to 
have their extracurricu-
lar activities to stand out 
among the masses of college 
applicants can speak with 
officials at their school about 
these opportunities.

• Model United Nations: 
Often referred to as “Model 
UN,” this activity asks stu-
dents to role-play as United 
Nations delegates. Students 
who participate in Model 
UN develop public speaking 
skills while also learning 
how to conduct research, 
frame debates and develop 
their leadership skills.

• Foreign language clubs: 
Many high schools offer 
foreign languages clubs to 
their student bodies. Such 
clubs can allow students 
who study foreign language 

to develop their language 
skills further, and they also 
can be great ways to learn 
about the culture and his-
tory behind the languages 
they’re learning. Fluency 
in a foreign language can 
bolster a student’s college 
application. Many schools 

also sponsor additional sub-
ject-specific clubs, such as 
chemistry clubs or English 
clubs, which can be ideal 
for students who want to 
pursue college degrees in 
such subjects.

• National Honor So-
ciety: While it’s easy to 

mistake the National Honor 
Society as little more than 
an honor roll, the organi-
zation is much more than 
that. Students who qualify 
for membership in the NHS 
are challenged to develop 
their skills further through 
participation in school 

activities and community 
service.

Extracurricular activi-
ties can help students make 
the most of their time in 
school and help them im-
prove their candidacy in the 
eyes of college admissions 
officers.

Extracurricular activities can provide a respite from schoolwork and give kids a chance to socialize with their peers.
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Illinois Valley Community College
815 N. Orlando Smith Road, Oglesby, IL 61348

815-224-0447

Make it Happen at

IVCC 
like 
Lillian!

IVCC graduate Lillian Rodrigues of 
Mendota is in her second semester 
of Northern Illinois University’s School 
of Nursing and will graduate in 
December 2022 with a BSN.

At IVCC, Rodrigues 
won two of 
the college’s 
most prestigious 
academic 
honors: The 
Foundation’s 21st 
Century Scholars 
Society Award 
and Frederick W. 
Matthiessen Award.

IVCC Summer 
registration begins April 
2. Fall registration opens 

April 8.

03312021
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