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Amboy School Board members sworn in

BY BONNIE MORRIS

Editor

AMBOY — Newly elected school board
members were seated during the April 22
Amboy Board of Education meeting. They
included incumbents, Katie Pratt, Elsa Payne
and Rory White. Board officers were also
chosen. Nicole Jones will continue her role
as board president, Katie Pratt will serve as
vice president and Elsa Payne was selected
as secretary.

The board approved meeting dates and
times for the coming year. Most board meet-
ings will be held on the third Thursday of the
month at 7 p.m. The exceptions will be in May,
October and November when the meetings are
held on Tuesday, as well as the board retreat
scheduled for Saturday, March 5, 2022.

PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Amboy High School Principal Janet
Crownhart congratulated March Student of
the Month Gabby Jones.

Curriculum and School Improvement

* Information for summer school has been
sentto families. The high school plans to have
four in-person, teacher taught classes. Each
class will be held for two weeks, 3 hours per

day. They will also offer their normal credit
recovery program on Apex.

* Work has begun on Transitional ELA
through the ROE in conjunction with Sauk
Valley Community College.

* The Ed Pathway team met with the ROE
on April 13 and then as an Amboy team on
April 14 to begin planning the work needed
for the Pathway grant.

School Activities

* Homecoming festivities were held the
week of April 5. The theme was super-hero.
Students decorated the hallways, made class
T-shirts, and had a pep rally on April 9. King
and Queen were Brady Jones and Breanna
Blaine.

* Two FFA members, Dana Merriman and
Mason Ely, are working outside of school
to develop educational videos, which will
be shared by the Lee County Farm Bureau
during their virtual Ag Expos for 5th graders
in the county.

* The FFA Parliamentary Procedure Team
placed 1st as a team at the District contest on
April 7. Individual placings included:

3rd place chairperson-Kelton Schwam-
berger

Floor members:

4th-Dana Merriman

6th-Emma Dinges

7th-Andruw Jones

10th-Lauren Althaus

The team will advance to the state contest
on May 15.

* An in-person FFA banquet was held on
April 21 with a limit of 50 guests.

* Kelton Schwamberger, Dana Merriman
and Emma Dinges will run for section FFA
officer positions at the section banquet on
April 27.

*Kelton Schwambergerand Emma Dinges
will compete in public speaking contests to
advance to the state contest on April 28.

Amboy Junior High
Principal Andrew Full

Curriculum and School Improvement

*OnApril 8, the School Improvement Team
met with Anji Garza from the ROE to discuss
the following topics: Finish IQF and submit,
submit April Progress Report, update 1003(a)
budget for 2020-2021, and summer school.

* Faculty meetings were held March 22,
March 25 and April 12 to discuss PBIS and
IAR testing.

PBIS

* On March 22, the monthly PBIS celebra-
tion/assembly was held over Google Meets
and the following awards were handed out:

Students of the Month

5th Grade-Michael Hood and Amylia
Bump.

6th Grade-Janella Gallagher and Brandon
Campiran.

7th Grade-Peyton Payne and Victor Lo-
pez-Belmontes.

8th Grade-Cierra Kessel and Caleb
Shugars.

P.E.- Quinton Leffelman and Madisyn
Heath.

Clipper P.R.I.D.E.- Makayla Burt, Caylee
Hummel, Henry Klein, Grady McLaughlin,
Teagen Payne, Emma Richardson, Daymein
Ellis, Caiden Heath, Madisyn Heath, Chase
Huggins, Hayden Hunsberger, Hope Lauzon,
Chloe Vaupel, Emilee Blaha, Devyn Cheever,
Gavin Eisenberg, Wyatt Hoffman, Bradley
Schmidt, Bristol Bulfer, Brody Christoffersen,
Michael Farrar, and Jaden Haley.

See SCHOOL page A2

First lady Biden discusses higher education investments in Illinois visit

BY GRACE BARBIC

Capitol News Illinois

gbarbic@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD—First lady Jill Biden
and U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel
Cardona visited Sauk Valley Community
College in Dixon on April 19 to discuss how
the American Rescue Plan will support higher
education in Illinois.

After touring the facility, Cardona and the
first lady announced President Joe Biden’s
investment in higher education through the
American Rescue Plan, the latest federal
COVID-19 pandemic relief package, which
includes $40 billion for higher education
infrastructure projects and programs to make
education more accessible.

Gov. JB Pritzker was also in attendance for
the visit on Monday, along with other Illinois
lawmakers, but did not speak publicly.

As a professor at Northern Virginia Com-
munity College, Bidenisalongtime advocate
for education, especially community college
education.

During her husband’s former vice pres-
idency, Biden was appointed by President

Barack Obama as honorary chair of the
College Promise program, a national initia-
tive to make two-year community college
education free.

“What starts in one community college
classroom can create a chain effect that is
eventually felt by every single American,”
Jill Biden said.

She announced at the news conference
that Sauk Valley Community College will be
launching its own College Promise program.
Although the program was established six
years ago, President Biden intends to build
on this initiative to make higher education
more attainable, according to the first lady.

“(President Biden) is ready for big ideas
and bold action, so that all Americans can go
to community college and have the support
they need to finish and get good jobs,” Jill
Biden said. “Together we are going to get
this done because community colleges are
our future.”

Cardona said the pandemic has had a
significant impact on community college
attendance, citing a 10 percent decline in
community college enrollment this year.

Lee County COVID-19
Update: April 26, 2021

LEE COUNTY — Between April 20-26,
the Lee County Health Department has report-
ed atotal of 70 new cases have been reported,
including one from the Dixon Correctional
Center and six from Jack Mabley. Here are
the ages that were reported: 10 under the
age of 12, 9 in his or her teens, 9 in his or her
20s, 13 in his or her 30s, 8 in his or her 40s,
9 in his or her 50s, 2 in his or her 60s, and 3
in his or her 70s.

This brings the total number of cases to
3,786 as of April 26. They also reported as of
April 26, 12 residents have been hospitalized
and 69 residents have died.

The Lee County Health Department’s
website has a COVID-19 section, including
information for people who have tested
positive. This provides guidance as you wait
to hear from one of the health department’s

contact tracers.

There is sometimes a delay between
residents receiving their positive results and
the report getting to the health department;
additionally, they are experiencing a surge
in cases and likely have a good number of
people already on their list to be contacted
in the order received. See www.LCHD.com/
Covid19 for more.

Vaccine

As of April 23, according to IDPH 20,610
does of COVID-19 vaccine have been admin-
istered in Lee County, and a total of 9,419
people in Lee County have received both
does of the vaccine.

To get scheduled for the vaccine, go to
www.LCHD.com and click onthe COVID-19
vaccination to self-schedule.

GOP puts new twist on
Illinois redistricting plan

BY PETER HANCOCK

Capitol News Illinois

phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD - Illinois Republicans
have added a new twist to their call for an in-
dependent redistricting commission in hopes
of overcoming Democrats’ claims that their
plan would likely be found unconstitutional.

The new twist, discussed Wednesday
during a Statehouse news conference, would
be to allow two different commissions — the
one they are proposing in legislation, and the
one mandated after a certain point under the
[llinois Constitution — to work side-by-side
to come up with new legislative and congres-
sional district maps.

“The constitution has a commission that
exists. It can’t be changed, it is what it is,”
said Rep. Ryan Spain, R-Peoria. “So how
do we feed the correct information into that
constitutional redistricting commission? ...
We recommend the use of Senate Bill 1325
as the best way to gather input because there
are still legislators that are included on the
constitutional commission.”

Republicans introduced SB 1325 in Feb-
ruary. Its language is substantially similar to
that of a proposed constitutional amendment
that Democratic Sen. Julie Morrison, D-Lake
Forest, introduced in 2019 with a bipartisan

group of 37 cosponsors —more than the three-
fifths majority needed for passage.

It calls for establishing a 16-member
redistricting commission appointed by the
chiefjustice of the [llinois Supreme Courtand
the next most senior justice from the other
party. The commission would be made up of
seven Democrats, seven Republicans and two
independents and would “reflect the ethnic,
gender, and racial demographics of Illinois.”

Since its introduction, though, Democrats
have argued that such a plan cannot be ad-
opted through legislation, but only through
a constitutional amendment.

That’s because the Illinois Constitution, as
it currently reads, already spells out a proce-
dure for redistricting. It says lawmakers have
until June 30 to approve maps, and if they
fail to meet that deadline, the responsibility
goes to an eight-member commission, divided
evenly between Democrats and Republicans,
with some members who are legislators and
some who are not.

Because the Republican plan is different
from what’s provided in the constitution,
Democrats argue, it would almost certainly
be overturned by the Illinois Supreme Court.

See PLAN page A3

First lady Jill Biden visits Sauk Valley Community College in Dixon to discuss federal
relief and investments in higher education. (Credit: Illinois.gov)

“Most (community college) students are
part-time students, part-time workers, parents,
caregivers and displaced workers,” Cardona
said. “Community college plays suchacritical
roleinaddressing equity, and making sure that
gaps, exacerbated by the pandemic, close.”

InIllinois, 19 higher education institutions

will benefit from the American Rescue Plan
funding, including Illinois State University,
the University of Illinois System, Illinois Val-
ley Community College and Illinois Eastern
Community Colleges, to name a few.

See BIDEN page A2

City, Depot Commission look to
invest funds in foundation

BY TONJA GREENFIELD

General Manager Foundation.

Starved Rock Community

choices for the donors.

AMBOY — Looking ata
cost of more than $500,000
for restoration of the Amboy
Depot Museum, the Amboy
Depot Commission proposed
to the city council about mov-
ing its endowment funds for
the museum to a non-profit
foundation.

The Amboy City Council
met for its monthly meeting
on Monday, April 19 in the
Amboy Community Build-
ing. Alderman Brett Dewey
and Bill Bontz were absent.

On the agenda under new
business was an action item
for the Depot Commission
to invest its funds into the

During the committee
meeting the city council held
on April 5, they were intro-
duced to the Starved Rock
Community Foundation,
which is an organization for
non-profit donations with a
tax deductible status.

According to the Starved
Rock Community Founda-
tion’s website, the foundation
was founded on Oct. 1,2015
and its mission is to match
people who care with causes
that matter.

The foundation helps do-
nors choose the best gifting
strategy and simplify giving

Lee County Sheriff’s
office investigated
fatality near Steward

LEE COUNTY — On April 21, at 1:44 a.m., the Lee
County Sheriff’s Office responded to a single vehicle crash
on Steward Road, north of Hayes Road, rural Steward.

A Chevrolet pickup, being driven by John Zimmerman, 34,
of Rochelle, was southbound on Steward Road when itran off
the west side of Steward Road and overturned. Zimmerman
was pronounced deceased at the scene. A passenger, Kelsey
Crosby, 27, Steward, was transported to Rochelle Commu-
nity Hospital by ambulance for non-life-threatening injuries.

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office was assisted at the scene
by the Ogle-Lee Fire Department, Rochelle Ambulance,
Illinois State Police and the Lee County Coroner’s Office.

The crash is still under investigation.

Stoller advances
S.A.L.T. deduction bill

SPRINGFIELD - State Senator Win Stoller (R-German-
town Hills) released the following statement after Senate Bill
2531 passed out of the Illinois Senate on April 21:

“This legislation has the potential to help up to 400,000
[llinois business owners save thousands of dollars annually
on their federal tax fillings at no cost to the state of Illinois.

“This past year has been challenging for all of us, but
especially for our small business community. Through the
passage of my S.A.L.T. bill, the state can begin to help alle-
viate some of the burdens they currently face.

See BILL page A4

See BOARD page A2
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Amboy News Spring
Subscription
Savings

Sale Price Expires on May 28, 2021

12 Month
Subscription Sale

$35.50 (Regular yearly rate $39.50)
Residents of Lee, Bureau and
LaSalle Counties

$4Io°° (Regular yearly rate $45)
For Residents of All Other Areas

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—1

I Fill out and return to the Amboy News Office

| Name:

| Address:

l City:
Telephone:

State: Zip:

Email:

**Form and payment must be received to
I qualify for special rate.

L_____________J
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SCHOOL continued from page Al

* On March 26, AJHS held their 3rd
Quarter Celebration. Students watched a
movie and had popcorn with candy toppings
and Gatorade.

School Activities

* On March 26, faculty and staff went
over the IAR practice.

* JAR testing started on April 13 for
5th-8th grade students.

* AJHS is hosting three small home track
and field meets this year on April 21, April
29 and May 3.

* Mr. Kerley has started optional outdoor
concert band practices with the concert band
after school on Tuesdays.

* Track, Academic Bowl, Young Authors
and Speech pictures were taken on April 14.

Principal Joyce Schamberger,
Central Elementary

School Improvement

* [llinois Assessment of Readiness test-
ing for grades 3 and 4 will be taken at the
end of the month.

* Preschool screenings were held April 6
and 7. There are 30 spots for preschoolers.

* Kindergarten registration for the 202 1-
22 school year is open.

PBIS

* The Fourth Quarter PBIS Incentive for
Central School will celebrate the end of the
school year by walking to Dairy Delite fora
treat, which will be paid for by Central PTC.

* Central will also celebrate the end of
the year with a track and field day on May
21. Chris Payne will plan the activities for
students. The rain date is Tuesday, May 25.

 Avirtual End of the School Year Awards
assembly for Central School will take place
onMay 24. All grade levels will be recorded

BIDEN continued from page A1l

and posted on Parent Square.

School Activities

» Schamberger congratulated Mikayla
Hussey for being granted items from Do-
nor’s Choose. She received many items for
her preschool classroom and the school.

OTHER BUSINESS

* The board approved submission of a
waiver to keep the fee for Driver’s Education
at $250 for the school years 2021-2026.

* Approval was given to continue allow-
ing the children of all district staff members
to attend Amboy schools at no cost. Nichols
pointed out that the policy is a win-win for
the district as it is a hiring incentive and
also increases enrollment at Amboy schools.

e Turftamers of West Brooklyn was
approved to provide mowing services for
a one-year term.

* A quote from Midwest Educational
Furnishings, Inc. for library furniture was
accepted.

» Approval was given to enter into an
Intergovernmental Agreement with Oregon
Community Unit School District 220 for
professional services. Nichols said the two
districts want to create a shared position that
will include grant writing and other services.

“This is a one-year commitment but we
hope it will create a significant value for
the district,” he said.

PERSONNEL

Following closed session, the board ap-
proved Amie Wiseman as District Librarian
for the 2021-22 school year.

The next regular board meeting will
take place at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 18
at Central School. All meetings are open
to the public.

The eligible institutions
will be required to spend at
least half of these allocated
funds to provide directrelief
grants to students to cover
an array of student costs of
attendance, such as housing,
food and technology expens-
es, among other needs.

Similar to funding from
previous federal relief pack-
ages, remaining funds can
also be used by the institu-
tions to cover lost revenue,
technology costs due to
remote learning, faculty and
staff training, or payroll.

The National Education
Association released a fact

With

ffronc[.sd: Memonies

We remember those who have passed away and are especially dear to us.
On Wednesday, May 26, The Amboy News will publish a special Memorial Day page devoted to those

The memorials will be similar
to the sample below:

who are gone but not forgotten.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.

Andrews, David

July 10, 1961-May 5, 1980

May God’s angels joy and laughter.
guide you and 7. Though out of sight, you’ll forever be in my heart and mind.
protect you 8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared will always
. remain.
throughOUt time. 9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
Always in our hearts, 11.  You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
John and Mona Andrews 12. May God’s graces shine over you for all time.
and Family 13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to night and from year to year.
(SAMPLE) 14.  We send this message with a loving Kiss for eternal rest and

His hand.
C. 4,

until we meet again.

happiness.

To remember your loved one in this special way, send $10.00 per listing. Your special
tribute will become a permanent memorial record in our paper.

(actual size)

Fill out the form below and mail or drop off in our dropbox outside of our office

If you wish, select one of the following FREE verses below
to accompany your tribute.

3 Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of
Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together. My prayers will be with you

5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you again in God’s heavenly glory.
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the memory of your smile fills us with

15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm, loving heart.

Deadline is Friday, May 21, at 9 am.

The Amboy News
(With Fondest Memories)
245 E. Main Street, P.O. Box 162

Address

City

Amboy, IL 61310 g

g
________________________ "
Please publish my tribute in the special Memorial Day Page on May 26. |

Name of deceased
Relationship to me Number of selected verse I
Date of birth Date of passing |
Additional information |
Print your name here I
Phone number |
State Zip

Deadline is Friday, May 21, at 9 am. I
________________________ J4

sheet that outlines the High-
er Education Emergency
Relief Fund included in
the American Rescue Plan,
which found that about 7.5
percent, or nearly $3 billion
of the $40 billion in grants
will be specifically dedicated
to historically Black col-
leges and universities, tribal
colleges and universities,
minority-serving institutions
and other under-resourced
institutions.

Approximately $36 bil-
lion will go to 3,500 public
and private, nonprofit col-
leges and universities, and
around $395.8 million will be
allocated for 1,630 for-profit
institutions, according to
the American Council on
Education.

“My husband, our pres-
ident, understands...if we
want our communities to

thrive, if we want our busi-
nesses to have more skilled
workers that they need, if we
want to prepare our economy
for the future, there is no
greater investment that we
can make than in education,”
Biden said.

Cardona also noted an in-
frastructure proposal backed
by the president would invest
in community college facil-
ities, and the discretionary
budget proposed by the pres-
ident “increases the maxi-
mum Pell Grant by $400, the
largest since 2009.”

Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.

BOARD

continued from page Al

The foundation also invests donor’s money to grow in
perpetuity to protect the future of the entire Starved Rock
country region.

The council was told on April 5, that through the foun-
dation, there are many ways for donors to donate including
using the website and apps, and that each donation will get
a thank you and also tax deductible paperwork. The council
was also told that the endowment funds would be completely
covered and insured.

Amboy Depot Commissioner Linda Disney told the council
on April 5, that they have revied the engineers report regard-
ing the costs to restore the museum and the highest bid was
$600,000. Cost for a temporary fix would be around $50,000.

In regards to transferring the funds to Starved Rock Com-
munity Foundation, during the April 19 meeting, Amboy City
Attorney Matt Keegan said first, the city had to make sure
it had the authority to transfer money from the trust to the
foundation. Then, he said, it becomes political.

“Does the city want to give up control of the funds,”
Keegan said, adding it’s the city’s decision to make. He
added if the city agrees to give up control of the funds, then
is Starved Rock Community Foundation the right candidate
for the funds.

Disney said that with the Starved Rock Community
Foundation people would be able to donate to a 501c¢ and that
donors would know that the money donated would be going
to the museum and not something else in the city.

Keegan said playing devil’s advocate, that the city is
responsible for the museum and what if there is a conflict
over what the Starved Rock Community Foundation would
do with the funds as opposed to what the city would do with
the funds. He added that this would be another organization
involved that the city doesn’t have control over.

The board tabled the action item of transferring the funds
to the Starved Rock Community Foundation.

Nuisance List/Violations

Amboy Police Officer Lisa Hart presented a list to the city
council of 60 addresses that have been served for nuisance
violations. These violations include inoperable vehicles and
some form of property clean-up needed.

She told the council that she has had some compliance but
the people who haven’t complied, haven’t for many years.

Amboy Mayor John Schamberger asked Hart how many
of those listed should the city take legal action against. Hart
recommended eight property owners.

Keegan told the council that there is no fast tracking when
it comes to taking residents to court for the violations.

“It won’t get better unless we spend some money,” Al-
derman Frank Stenzel said.

Schamberger said to move forward with legal action
against these eight property owners and asked Hart to do a
follow-up at every meeting.

The next Amboy City Council meeting will be held at 7
p-m.,on Monday, May 17,inthe Amboy Community Building.

Recycle! Recycle!
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TEEN TURF

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Welcome New Board Member

We are excited to welcome Shannon Nichols to our Teen
TurfBoard. She brings an education background and is a vital
member of our afterschool program. She joins our amazing
team: Deb Albee, Barb Harrison, Pam Thomas, Mark Gross-
man, Trese McNinch, Cindy Phillips, Shelli Bump, Janine
and Scott Huffman, Kaylee Jones, and Kimberly Watley.

Covid Draw Down & Chicken Dinner Drive-Thru

Things will be a little different this year. Our Chicken
Dinner Drive-Thru will be held at the Teen Turf building,
235 West Main and time T.B.A. Tickets are $50 and includes
dinner, dessert, and a chance to win The GRAND PRIZE
OF$1,500. There will be other cash prizes as well. The
drawing will be held on the Teen Turf’s Facebook page live
at 7 p.m. The Teen Turf Virtual Auction will be held on Air
Auctioneer.com starting June 4, at noon and will end at 8
p.m. on June 10. There will be a variety of items to bid on
and win. Tickets will be sold through our board members
and Eileen Piper.

Fosters Detassling

Does your child want to make some money this sum-
mer? Fosters has dropped off detassling applications. We
currently have applications in our 24/7 foyer hanging up on
our bulletin board. Your child must be 12 years old by July
1 in order to apply.

Summer Program

We are currently working on a program that is within
[llinois safety guidance and Covid procedures. Details and
times are T.B.A.

Thank You’s

We are blessed to receive the following items from folks:
Jennifer and Frank Montrates, owners of Sublette Saloon
for the granola bars and juice boxes; Carol and Ned Ely for
their monetary donation; Michelle and Cory Wiemken for
the Nesquick; Candy Robinson for the microwave; Donna
Wellman for her amazing treats; Pam Love for the puzzles
and various items; Mary and Dick Payne for the baseball
gloves; Tim and Lynn O’Laughlin for the chip boxes; Fran
Kessel for the food; and Brian and Kathy Stukenberg mon-
etary donation in memory of Gene Erisman.

Needs

Individual Chip bags or Pretzels. We need used Working
or New computer towers with Windows 8 or later. We need
them for our third and fourth graders upstairs.

Final Word

Father, thank you for intervening in our lives and allowing
us to have a personal relationship with you. Thank you for
your love for us today and forever.

Thank you for the blessings you’ve given us and our
families. Help us use those blessings to bless others. May
we live a life of true joy as we see you at work around us
today! In Jesus’ name. Amen.

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will
have Immunization Clinics
for Children and Adults by
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 tomake an appoint-
ment or for information on
other services available. You
may also visit the website at
www.lchd.com for a list of
services available.

PAW PAW-The American
Red Cross will hold a Blood
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. on
Thursday, April 29, at Paw
Paw Elementary School,
511 Chapman. Call the Red
Cross at 800-733-2767 or
visit RedCrossBlood.org
to make an appointment to
donate. Download the Blood
Donor App.

OREGON-The Lee
County 4-H Federation All
Skate for Lee County 4-H’ers
and their families will be
held at Pine Creek Skating
Rink from 10 a.m. tonoon on
Saturday, May 1, and at 4:30
t0 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, May
15. There is a 40-person max
each date. All attendees must
register online at go.illinois.
edu/4HLeeSkate.

ASHTON-The Ameri-
can Red Cross will hold a
Blood Drive from 1:30 to 6
p-m. on Monday, May 3, at
Ashton-Franklin Center High
School, 611 Western. Call the
Red Cross at 800-733-2767
or visit RedCrossBlood.org
to make an appointment to
donate. Download the Blood
Donor App.

AMBOY-The City of
Amboy committee meet-
ings will be held at 6 p.m.

on Monday, May 3, at the
Community center.

AMBOY-The Lee Coun-
ty Extension Office, 280 W.
Wasson Rd., will host Lee
4-H Animal Science Work-
shop with4-H Alumni, Grace
Klein, from 5 to 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 4. Learn and
experiment how your ani-
mal’s traits are passed down.
Class sized is limited and
social distancing guidelines
will be followed. Register
online go.illinois,edu/Lee-
AnimalScience.

DIXON-The American
Red Cross will hold a Blood
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. on Fri-
day,May 7,atDixon YMCA,
110 N. Galena Rd. Call the
Red Cross at 800-733-2767
or visit RedCrossBlood.org
to make an appointment to
donate. Download the Blood
Donor App.

FULTON-The Whiteside
County Master Gardener
Plant Sale will be held from
8 a.m. until noon (or when
all plants are sold, whichever
comes first) on Saturday, May
8, at Cattail Park, 100 19th St.

DIXON-The American
Red Cross will hold a Blood
Drive from 12 to 6 p.m. on
Monday, May 10, at the
Dixon Fire Department, 210
S. Hennepin. Call the Red
Cross at 800-733-2767 or
visit RedCrossBlood.org
to make an appointment to
donate. Download the Blood
Donor App.

AMBOY-The Amboy
Lions Club will meet at 6
p.m. on Monday, May 10, at

PLAN continued from page Al

“Republicans know that this bill is nothing but a smoke-
screen,” Sen. Rachelle Crowe, D-Glen Carbon, said during
a recent redistricting hearing. “A bill cannot trump the con-
stitution. There’s no ifs ands or buts about that. A bill cannot
trump the constitution.”

Askedtorespond to that during Wednesday’s news confer-
ence, Spain and other House Republicans, for the first time,
argued that two commissions could work simultaneously,
with the one created under legislation providing information
and guidance to the one mandated under the constitution.

“I'think that we’re at a critical point in which changing the
constitution is just not going to happen at this point, because
the Democrats will not allow that question to be placed on the
ballot,” said House Minority Leader Jim Durkin, of Western
Springs. “And so we are looking for any way to be able to
find an alternative.”

At issue in this year’s redistricting process is not just
who draws the maps, but what population data will be used
in the process.

Due to the pandemic, as well as a number of natural disas-
ters last year, the U.S. Census Bureau will be late producing
the detailed, neighborhood-level data needed for legislative
redistricting. The Census Bureau has said it will have that
data in an old, “legacy” format by the end of August, but it
won’t be available in a more user-friendly format until late
September.

Since the Illinois Constitution requires lawmakers to com-

the Community Center, 280 ~W. Wasson Rd.
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plete the task by June 30, Democrats have suggested using
alternative data sources, including the American Community
Survey, which Republicans argue is not intended to be used
for redistricting purposes.

“Look, ACS data is a very small sample of the entire
state, number one,” said Rep. Tim Butler, R-Springfield. “It
is a snapshot over several years, and it does not accurately
reflect the communities in our state. It is good data to use for
a variety of things, but even the Census Bureau themselves
says that ACS data should not be used for redistricting.”

Democrats, meanwhile, have said they are considering all
possible sources of population data, notjustthe ACS. Butthey
have also said it is their intent to complete the redistricting
process before the June 30 deadline.

Durkin, however said Republicans will consider filing a
legal challenge to any maps that are based on anything other
than official census data.

“We are discussing that possibility,” he said. “And if that
is the way that the Democrats are going to draw the districts,
that is an option that we’re considering, absolutely.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state government and distributed to more
than 400 newspapers statewide. It is funded primarily by
the Illinois Press Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick
Foundation.

Pegasus Special Riders to host pork chop dinner

WATERMAN
GARAGE
SALES

April 30th
thru
May 2nd

AliTownWaterman@gmail.com
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ASHTON - Pegasus Spe-
cial Riders will be hosting a
Pork Chop Pick-up Dinner at
Ralphieand Lulu’s in Ashton
on Thursday, May 6 from4-7
p.m. Because of continued
concerns over Covid-19,
Pegasus has cancelled their
annual summer Family Pic-
nic fundraiser and this dinner
serves as a replacement for
the event.

Meals are $10 each and
include a pork chop sand-

wich, baked beans, potato
salad and Dave’s famous
homemade ice cream. Extra
pork chop sandwiches are
$3 each. Reservations are
preferred but not required.
Please make reservations by
calling Ralphie and Lulu’s at
815-453-2103.

Pegasus Special Riders
is located halfway between
Franklin Grove and Oregon.
It is a non-profit organiza-
tion providing therapeutic

horseback riding to northern
[llinois residence with physi-
cal, mental, and or emotional
challenges.

Pegasus provides these
services with the generous
help of individuals, clubs,
corporations, businesses,
grants, fund raising and in-
kind donations.

The organization s staffed
bymore than 46 volunteers
who are involved with all
aspects of the program from
horse care and horse handling
during lessons to fund raising
and special events.

Please come out to support
Pegasus in their 24th year of
operation.
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Justin Wiley,
Realtor/Broker
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Marcia Kosowski,
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White warns eesidents to be aware of two scams targeting Illinoisans

SPRINGFIELD — Secretary of State
Jesse White is warning Illinois residents to
be on alert for a pair of scams seeking to
defraud Illinoisans.

“I have zero tolerance for fraudsters who
prey onpeople in desperate times,” said White.
“My office is working with the Illinois Attor-
ney General’s office to protect [llinoisans from
falling victim to these fraudulent schemes. In
addition, we have notified the Federal Trade
Commission and the FBL.”

In the first scam, White is warning the pub-
lic of scammers who are sending unsolicited
text messages, claiming to be from the Illinois
Secretary of State. The text messages contain

vague references to “Problems with your
information” and another reference to “*IL*
Secretary of State.” Each text also contains a
link attributed to “uipendingcases.org.”

White says the text is a scam and recipi-
ents should not click on the link or provide
any information. Visiting the website could
place malware on the recipients’ devices or
trick them into disclosing sensitive personal
information. The Secretary of State’s office
never requests personal information, like a
Social Security number, via text message.

“Delete the text,” said White. “Donot click
on it and do not provide any of your personal
information.”

IDOA accepting specialty crop
block grant proposals

SPRINGFIELD - In an effort to expand
the availability of fresh, locally-grown pro-
duce and strengthen the competitiveness of
[llinois’ specialty crop industry, the Illinois
Department of Agriculture (IDOA) is now
accepting Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
posals. The application can be found in the
IDOA website and must be returned to the
Department by 4 p.m., on May 24.

Eligible applicants include non-profit
organizations, local and government en-
tities, trade and commodity associations,
public and private colleges/universities. All
projects must begin in calendar year 2022.
[llinois encourages applications that benefit
small farms and ranches, new and beginning
farmers and ranchers, socially disadvantaged
producers, military veterans and underserved
communities.

To encourage further expansion of the spe-
cialty crop industry and to take full advantage
ofthe allocated federal funds, the Department
invites the development of projects pertaining
to the following issues:

* Enhancing food safety

* Improving the capacity of all entities in
the specialty crop distribution chain to comply
with the requirements ofthe Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act, for example, by developing
“Good Agricultural “Practices,” “Good Han-
dling Practices” and “Good Manufacturing

BILL continued from page Al

“This is a common-sense, bipartisan
proposal that passed unanimously out of the
Senate. I look forward to continuing to ad-
vocate for this proposal as it moves through
legislative process.”

In the spirit of bipartisanship, Sen. Stoller
has reached out to Democrat members of
the House, including State Representative
Anthony DeLuca (D- Chicago Heights) who

Family is why we do it all.

We all feel the same commitment to
care for our families. Helping you meet
your insurance needs is part of my

ART ESPE commitment to you.

Agent Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

221 N. Mason

Amboy, IL 61310 CALL ME TODALY.

(815) 857-2624 ®
ateFarm
0907504.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Practices” and in cost-share arrangements
for funding audits of such systems for small
farmers, packers and processors

 Investing in specialty crop research,
including research focused on conservation
and environmental outcomes

* Supporting the growth of organic spe-
cialty crops

* Developing new and improved seed
varieties and specialty crops

* Improving pest and disease control

¢ Increasing child and adult nutrition
knowledge and consumption of specialty
crops

* Improving efficiency and reducing costs
of distribution systems

Projects that benefit a particular commer-
cial product or provide a profit to a single
organization, institution, or individual are
ineligible. Farmer’s markets, roadside stands
and community-sponsored agriculture pro-
grams should consider submitting proposals
to the USDA’s Farmers’ Market and Local
Food Promotion Program.

USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service
defines specialty crops as “fruits, vegeta-
bles, tree nuts, dried fruits and horticulture
and nursery crops (including floriculture).”
There are more than 3,200 producers devoting
more than 90,000 acres of Illinois farmland
to specialty crops production.

will carry the bill in the House.

Senate Bill 2531 utilizes an IRS-approved
method to allow pass-through entities, such
as S-corporations and partnerships, to bypass
the $10,000 cap on the State and Local Tax
(SALT) deduction, which was introduced by
the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in 2017.

Currently, 14 states have passed or are
in the process of passing similar legislation.

Inthe second scam, fraudulent websites are
offering online vehicle registration renewals
for license plate stickers and then charging
residents an additional fee for the registration.

White warns [1linoisans that one particular
website —IllinoisCarReg.com, ismisleading
customers with an unauthorized website pro-
moting online license plate sticker renewals.
Once the customer provides personal informa-
tion, the sham company charges the customer
a fee of $39.99, in addition to the sticker
fee. This company, which has websites for
multiple states, is misleading residents across
the nation. The Federal Trade Commission is
investigating the company in an effort to shut

it down over concerns of how the company
may be using the personal data that it obtains
from customers.

White strongly urges Illinois residents who
wish to renew their license plate stickers to
make sure they are visiting www.cyberdriveil-
linois.com before proceeding to renew their
stickers online. The process is simple and
easy. Residents need their registration ID and
PIN, which are located on the renewal notice
and registration card — which most people
keep in their vehicle’s glove compartment.
Vehicle owners may then visit www.cyber-
driveillinois.com and click on “License Plates
Renewal” under Online Services.

THSA officials conference to
remain virtual this summer

BLOOMINGTON - The Illinois High
School Association (IHSA) announced on
April 15, 2021, that it will not hold its 2021
Officials Conference in-person but will offer
virtual clinics in its place. The event had been
tentatively scheduled for July.

“Given the unusual IHSA sports sched-
uling this spring and summer, we felt it
best to delay the traditional IHSA Officials
Conferenceuntil 2022,” said [HSA Executive
Director Craig Anderson. “Having so many
sports packed into the spring and summer
limits our staff’s ability to put the time and
resources into developing a truly meaningful
conference. We are excited to be able to offer
some virtual clinics in this summer and to
expect to see everyone again in 2022.”

The THSA revealed that it anticipates the
IHSA Officials Conference returning to its
regular in-person format in 2022, with the
conference taking place on July 8-9, 2022, in
Normal. AllTHSA officials that achieved mile-
stone years of service (15, 25, 30, 40) during
the 2020-21 school year will be recognized

and receive their pin at the 2022 Conference.

“We know how much the IHSA Officials
Conference means to so many officials around
the state,” said IHSA Assistant Executive
Director Sam Knox, who has over 20 years’
experience as an IHSA official in baseball and
basketball. “It embodies the camaraderie and
passion that keep so many of us coming back
to this vocation year-after-year. The virtual
clinics will be a great addition this summer,
butwe can’t waitto returntonormal in 2022.”

The THSA will announce more details on
the virtual clinic formats for this summer soon.
Officials who complete the virtual clinics will
be provided clinic credit.

The Association also set its 2021-22
Officials License Renewal date to begin on
July 1, 2021.

The IHSA Officials Conference ran for 20
consecutive years prior to being canceled due
to the pandemic in 2020. The event annually
draws around 700 attendees, with officials
from around Illinois taking partin general and
sport-specific officiating workshop sessions.

CGH Health Foundation to host
virtual silent auction fundraiser

STERLING - Need a gift for Mom or
something kid-friendly for the summer?

Don’t miss the CGH Health Foundation
Annual Appeal Silent Auction. Bidding be-
gins Friday, April 30 at 7a.m. viaAirAuction-
eer.com and ends Tuesday, May 4 at 9 p.m.

All proceeds go towards funding 18 proj-
ects to assist area children and adults - your
dollars stay local.

A special project this year is to offer two
extra days of Ways to Wellness Program
mental health counseling for our patients,
with one day specifically devoted to pregnant
and post-partum moms.

Baskets are physically located at the CGH
Health Foundation office at 2600 N. Locust
Street, Sterling, and can be viewed from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, April 30, Monday,
May 3 and Tuesday, May 4.

Photos and descriptions of baskets will be
available through the online auction website.
Watch for the link on www.cghme.com/auc-
tion on Thursday, April 29.

Cash, checks, Venmo, and credit/debit
cards accepted. Payment is required before
baskets can be removed. Pickup of baskets
will be at 2600 N. Locust St. on Wed., May
5 and Thurs, May 6 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow
32 N Jones, Amboy
815-857-2315 * www.stpatrickamboy.org
New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Masses: Tuesday — Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm ¢ Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow
912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670
New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow
213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670
New Mass Times Begin Sept. 1st
Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn
East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745
Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

The Following
Community
Businesses

Sponsor Area
Church News:

Sensient Flavors, LLC.

my e uu n DIRE

First Congregational United Church of
Christ of Lee Center
Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org
Phone 815-732-7032
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321
449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661
1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service
Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m.
First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.
“Fun & Fellowship Game Night
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

815-857-3691

Mihm-Jones Funeral
Home

(LYY YY)

CTORY

Loeal.Houses of
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First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com

Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.

Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday
Reformers Unanimous addictions program
from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447
Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek
West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

815-857-2611

First National Bank

in Amboy
Member ED.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Vaessen Brothers
Chevrolet
815-849-5232

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.
Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.

Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh
Mendota Hills Campground ° 642 Rt. 52

Amboy, IL 61310 * 815-849-5930
10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate
202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302
Worship - 8:30 a.m.

KSB Medical Center
815-857-3044

The Amboy News

815-857-2311
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The Book Nook

Big Sky

ritish author Kate Atkinson is a prize-winning
novelist who has also written highly entertaining

crime novels featuring her private investigator
Jackson Brodie. In “Big Sky,” the latest installment, Brodie
is by far the most unassuming character amidst a large group
of misfits, trophy wives, and evildoers. “He tried not to use
the term ‘private detective’ — it had too many glamorous

connotations (or sleazy, depending on how you looked at it).
It raised people’s expectations.”

Brodieisan ex-cop whose career has dwindled to following
an adulterous couple while he tries to spend time with his
moody teenage son at a ramshackle Yorkshire seaside town.
Brodie’s constant companion is Dido, an ancient Labrador
Retriever, who belongs to Brodie’s ex-partner Julia. When
Dido growls at some rowdy teenage boys, Brodie asks her:
“Really? You and what wolf?”

What is so remarkable about “Big Sky” is that its style
is comical yet the subject matter is the unspeakable malev-
olence of human trafficking and child abuse. Atkinson pulls
it off by creating fully realized lives for each of her large
cast of characters. We follow their ordinary lives, though
in an interview, Atkinson mentions that each of them has
committed a crime, usually to survive, but for the evil men
to brutalize young women and children in what Brodie calls
“One more battle in the war on women.”

There are Nadja and Katja, two Polish sisters, Skyping
with a man from an employment agency called Anderson
Price Associates, who is arranging to fly them to London

to take up glamorous jobs in hospitality. His “office” in an
old trailer is a desk and a tape of background office voices.

One of the most appealing characters is Crystal, who,
having escaped her abusers, ends up a hooker, but in the end,
transforms herself into the perfect trophy wife. She dresses
herlittle daughter Candy in Disney princess outfits, and hires
Brodie because she fears someone is following her. There is
sad-sack Vince, who, having lost everything, wants to end it
all on a cliff, only to be rescued by do-gooder Brodie who
talks him down using country and western lyrics.

Two young policewomen, Ronnie and Reggie, go about
making inquiries about an old pedophile ring and wind
up with increasing frequency in the middle of the action.
These two tiny, novice cops are so tough that they earn the
nickname “the Kray Twins,” after two of Britain’s most
notorious killers.

Unlike most crime stories and mysteries, where the res-
olution is the point of the novel, “Big Sky” is one of those
rare detective novels one could enjoy a second time around.
Perhaps that is the point of the curiously enigmatic scene of
Chapter 1, which is repeated in the novel’s closing chapter.

Two Lady Clippers chosen to Class 1A All-State Basketball team

AMBOY - Two Amboy Lady Clipper
basketball players were recognized with
post-season honors by being chosen to the
[llinois Associated Press Class 1A All-State
girls’ basketball team as voted on by a state-
wide panel of sports writers and broadcasters
and compiled by Steve Tappa, formerly of the
Moline Dispatch and the Rock Island Argus.

Senior Mallory Powers was one of six

players to be chosen to the Class 1A First
Team, while classmate Abi Payne was one
of six players selected to the Second Team.

Players received five points for a first-
team vote and three points for a second-team
vote.

Each voter picked a five-player first team
and five-player second team in each class. A
player must have been named on two ballots

Lady Clippers play tight match,
earn win over West Carroll

AMBOY — Amboy and West Carroll
played a tight three-set match that went to
the Lady Clippers, 17-25, 25-23, 25-20, on
April 19 at the AHS gym.

Mallory Powers (10) and Olivia Dinges
(5) topped the Lady Clippers in kills, Gabby
Jones dished out 20 assists, Dinges had three
blocks, and Eden Lindenmeyer (16), Powers
(13) and Madelyn McLaughlin had stellar
defensive efforts with double-digit digs.
Brianna Blaine added two blocks, while
Dinges, Gabby Jones and Elly Jones had one

ace serve apiece.
skokok

The Lady Clippers made short work of
Polo, 25-13, 25-17 on April 22 at the AHS
gym.
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Driveways
Parking Lots
Roads
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Asphalt

Daniel Berchtold
309-361-9562

Powers led the charge with 12 kills and
Gabby Jones jump-started the offense with 17
assists. Blaine added four kills, while Dinges
and McLaughlin had three apiece. Blaine
also had a good night at the service line with
five aces and Lindenmeyer supplied 11 digs.

stk

Amboy wrapped up the season with a
25-23, 25-20 triumph at Polo on April 24.

Powers hammered down 12 kills and
Gabby Jones set up the offense with 18 as-
sists. Blaine chipped in with four kills, while
leading the way in digs were Lindenmeyer
(17), Powers (9) and McLaughlin (8).

The Lady Clippers concluded the season
with an 8-5 overall record and a 6-2 confer-
ence mark.

815-849-5476

___ FNancia | 00 FUNERALHOME COMMUNITY CENTER

to receive honorable mention.

All media members in the state were eli-
gible to nominate and vote for players. There
were 18 voters in each class.

(*Note: There was a voting tie for the final
first and second team spots in 1A.)

CLASS 1A FIRST TEAM

Anna Griffin, Aurora Christian (6-1, Sr.,
G/F) 79, Amiah Hargrove, Christopher (6-2,
Fr., F) 70, Tayler Barry, Shiloh Tri-County
(5-6, Sr., G) 66, Brooke Heiman, Indian

Creek (5-9, Sr., PG) 55, * Mallory Powers,
Amboy (5-11, Sr., G/F) 54, and * Tiana Timpe,
Stockton (6-0, Sr., G) 54
CLASS 1A SECOND TEAM

Haley Wallace, Brimfield (5-8, Sr., G) 47,
Grace Nelson, Altamont (5-9, Fr., PG) 44,
Abi Payne, Amboy (5-9, Sr., PG) 32, Karlie
Krogman, Lanark Eastland (5-10, Sr., F) 27,
* Addison Newbon, Decatur St. Teresa (5-9,
Sr., SG) 23, and * Tabytha Toelke, Dakota
(6-0, Sr., G) 23

B \ BRADFORD
V-A/ VICTOR-ADAMS

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Amboy

Leffelman & Associates:
LaMoille
815-857-2125 815-638-2171

Sublette
815-849-5219:
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Available For
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280 W. Wasson Rd. + Amboy, IL 61310
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Julie DeArmitt - Manager

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

Betty Meznarich

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2

Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750

mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
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A Y
Service! ¢ W AN
Robert M |-
° ;Wﬂe:’ore é . :_\J
815-857-3246

~ Mowiné N POND MANAGEMENT

YABI] CLEAN-UP

MMR[ MOWING &

Wil

UP TO YOUR KNEES IN ALGAE AND MUCK?

TERRAPIN
AQUATICS

MANAGEMENT

Terrapin Aquatics is dedicated to conserving aquatic habitats through
environmentally sound, industry leading practices. All Terrapin
Aquatics inquires begin with a free detailed consultation, standard
water analysis, and aquatic survey.

Let’s get started on your dream pond!

Call: 423-1417

info@terrapinaquatics.com

www.terrapinaquatics.com

Heiting Insurance Agency

Serving the Mendotu &
surrounding area for 20+ years!

Dick Heiting * Suzanne Heiting

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

(815)539-9265  mar

Baylor Insurance
Agency

Insurance Service for the Home,
Farm & Business
Phone: 857-2716 or 453-7468
Jack S. Baylor, Agent
Ashton, IL 61006 @ P.O. Box 3
lee Center, IL 61331
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Opinion

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

A bipartisan proposal for creating more affordable housing in Illinois

BY REPS. DELIA
RAMIREZ AND TOM
DEMMER

hese are incred-
ibly challenging
times for mid-

dle-class and working fami-
lies all across our state. The
COVID-19 pandemic and
its devastating aftermath are
only adding to the pain.

In the city of Chicago
and Illinois’ more populous
areas, the housing crisisisall
too real and frightening. We
have been battling dwindling
stock of affordable housing
for years. What used to rent
for $700 a month a few
years ago now costs $1,500
amonth. Property taxes have
quadrupled. People have jobs
and the incomes to live some-
where reasonably priced, but
there is nowhere to turn.

In Illinois’ more rural
areas, the problems are al-
most reversed, yet equally

REP. DELIA RAMIREZ

frustrating. Populations have
declined and jobs are scarce.
Families with some security
stay in their homes for many
years, and developers simply
do not have the means or the
resources to build affordable
homes and apartments. Those
who must find a place to live
often end up traveling long
ways from home to make
ends meet.

The pandemic has made

REP. TOM DEMMER

all of these problems worse.
We face a massive eviction
crisis, landlords owed thou-
sands of dollars in back rent
and barely making it them-
selves, and too many people
facing homelessness.

We know that when peo-
ple struggle to find a safe,
affordable placeto callhome,
the rest of their lives are
chaotic: Their physical and
mental health declines, their

children struggle in school,
andit’s hard tokeep ajob—if
they can find one.

Despite all this, we are
coming together as a Dem-
ocrat and Republican in the
Illinois Legislature to push
for the hope we see ahead.

Hundreds of millions of
dollars inrental and landlord
assistance and other aid is on
the way from Washington,
and we will work together to
ensure it reaches the people
mostinneedtoday. To ensure
we are investing in our state’s
affordable housing future for
tomorrow, we are pushing
for the Build Illinois Homes
Tax Credit.

The federal Low-Income
Housing Tax Credit has
helped finance many afford-
able homes and apartments
in recent years, but the need
far outweighs the available
resources. Many good devel-
opments thatneed justa little

On This Day in History

100 Years Ago
April 29, 1921

Acreduction of 3 cents a gallon in the
price of gasoline was announce by the
Standard Oil Co. Tuesday morning. This
will make gasoline .22 and 6 tenths at
filling stations and also on tank wagons.

Miss Lotice Hopkins of Cappa is the
guest of Miss Vera Bitterly this week.

Dr. C.A. Wilcox started Wednesday

Township.

Mich.

for Memphis, Tenn., to attend the annual

convention of I.C. surgeons.

The American Legion has rented
Mrs. Anna Klein’s hall over the Hass
Bakery which was recently vacated by

the I.0.O.F. Lodge.

75 Years Ago
May 2, 1946

Mr. and Mrs. George Welty have

purchased the Mrs. Catherine Leake
residence property on north Mason
Avenue and moved there from Marion

Mrs. Margaret Hinkle entertained
a group of boys of St. Anne’s School
Tuesday evening in honor of her son
Francis who was observing his birthday.

50 Years Ago
April 29, 1971

Donald Minnick, Ronald Vaessen and
Delmer Dinges were unopposed in their
bid forelection as trustees of the Sublette
Village Board at the election April 20
in the Sublette Community Building.

reorganization meeting at Lee Center
on April 19, 1971 and re-elected Ray
Dallam and William Woods as president

and secretary, respectively.

Kenneth Plume is now employed at
the Michigan Alkali Co. in Wyandotte,

25 Years Ago
April 25, 1996

On Saturday, May 11, Amboy Sport-
ing Goods will openits doors for the first

time at 44 E. Main St. The business is

The board of education of Commu-

nity Unit School District #271 held its

located in the building formerly occu-
pied by Green River Cyclery.

Kevin Kellen, also known as “The
Bird Man,” visited the second graders at
Central School. He discussed blue birds
and their needs. The students helped
Kevin build a new blue bird house to
display at Central School.

Need for organ donations remains great

att Creemens
went on Face-
book looking

for a babysitter and ended
up losing a kidney.

The 47-year-old Spring-
field computer programmer
and married father of four
was looking for a teenager
from his church to watch his
kids. As he perused various
social media posts, he came
across a link concerning the
health challenges of one of
his church’s pastors.

Steve Patzia, co-lead pas-
tor at Cherry Hills Church,
was born with a rare kidney
disease and found himself
nearing organ failurein2019.

“It was strange, I found
myself staring at that page
and I couldn’tmake my hand
move. The Holy Spirit was
leading me. It is a difficult
thing to describe but I not
only felt compelled to move
forward but also was very
much at peace,” Creemens
said.

The two men, who are
both in their 40s, did not
know each other particularly
well.

“I don’t remember ever
speaking with Steve one-on-
one before this, but I listened
to his sermons, so we had that
connection,” he said.

When Creemensbeganthe
process, he underwent several
medical tests to see if his kid-
ney would bea good match for
Patzia. But he didn’t inform
his pastor that he was having
thetestdone or contemplating
being a donor.

“l kept taking tests and
I kept proving to be a good
match. Finally, the doctors
said I needed to tell Steve.”

Creemens’ inspiration to
donate a kidney came from
words of John the Baptist in
the Gospel of Luke: “Anyone
who has two shirts should
share with the one who has
none.”

Creemenssaid hebelieved
that admonition could apply
as easily to someone with two
kidneys as someone with a
pair of shirts.

Pastor Patzia said he was

Guest Column

By Scott Reeder

shocked when Creemens
made the offer.

“ just knew that he had
called the church and sched-
uled a private meeting with
me. [ didn’t know what it was
about — but I wasn’t looking
forward to it,” he said.

Creemens laughed and
said, “When someone wants
to meet in private with the
pastor, a lot of times it’s
about something really bad.
So, I think I took him a bit
off guard.”

Aprilis Donate Life Month
in the United States. The two
men illustrate the need and
generosity present in today’s
transplant network. State and
health officials say the need
fororgandonorsremains high.

In August 2019 Patzia and
Creemens underwent their
surgeries at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital in St. Louis.

“Some of my earliest
memories were of being in
the hospital at the University
of Minnesota. This disease is
something I had lived with
my entire life,” Patzia said.
“When I woke up from sur-
gery, I remember thinking,
‘So this is what normal feels
like.””

Almost immediately after
surgery his pallor gained a
healthy glow, debilitating
muscle cramps disappeared
and urinary issues became
normal.

“The biggest thing I no-
ticed was that I wasn’t tired
all of the time. Before the sur-
gery I needed 12 or 13 hours

of sleep every day. After the
surgery, I could get by with a
normal seven or eight hours,”
Patzia said.

Creemens was released
from the hospital after just
one day.

‘I was ready to go back to
work about after two weeks.
I ran a half marathon a few
monthsaftersurgery,” he said.

Patzia, who has two chil-
dren with his wife Peggy,
recovered at home over four
months. When he returned to
the pulpit, the congregation
gave both he and Creemens
a standing ovation.

“They were celebrating,
beingpartofsomething bigger
and that is what the church is
allabout,” Patziasaid. “We’re
all about community. We’re
all about loving each other,
supporting one another. That’s
something Cherry Hills is
amazing at doing, not just for
their pastor, but forwhoever’s
going through a difficult time
or a difficult situation.”

Patzia added he found
spiritual significance in the
transplant.

“Somebody who’s willing
to literally take therisk to give
their kidney for the sake of
another helped me see the
crossinawholenew light,” he
said. “Jesusisnotonly willing
to give a kidney, but gave his
entire body so that we may
have a new life. In the same
way, Matt gave his kidney so
that I could have new life.”

Of the 18,000 individuals
who donated organs in the
United States in 2020 about

6,000 were living donors
according to the Organ Pro-
curementand Transplantation
Network.

The need for organ donors
remains great said, Dr. Marc
Garfinkel, who heads the
kidney transplant program at
Memorial Medical Center in
Springfield.

“One metric is that there
are nationwide approximate-
ly 100,000 people waiting
for a kidney transplant right
now. And there are only
approximately 21,000 kidney
transplants done every year.
And the rate of additions to
the waiting list outpaces the
number of organ transplants.”

[llinois is a leader when it
comestoenrolling individuals
to be potential organ donors,
said Secretary of State Jesse
White, whose office adminis-
ters the state’s donor registry.

“I learned more about this
programbeing the secretary of
state, then I did being a state
lawmaker,” he said. “I real-
ized now that an individual
can get a second chance at
life or they can improve the
quality of someone’s life if
they step up and say, ‘Yes,
I want to give this person a
second chance at life. I want
to give theman organ that will
allow them to live a long and
productive life.””

Scott Reeder is a veteran
statehouse journalist. He
works as afreelance reporter
in the Springfield area. He
can be reached by email at
Scottreeder1965@gmail.
com.

funding support to get off the
ground remain stagnant.

InHouseBill 3123, weare
proposing the Build Illinois
Homes Tax Credit to build
on the federal aid, providing
that needed boost to private
housing developers ready to
go to work.

We estimate building
3,500 homes or apartments
every year through the pro-
gram, supporting 17,150 jobs
over the next 10 years and
creating more than $1 billion
inextraincome for Illinoisans
over a decade.

Illinois would join 20
states now using the tax
credit to match more federal
funds for building affordable
housing, and recent congres-
sional action means there are
even more federal aid dollars
available for these projects.

The best news? While
the tax credit comes with an
estimated annual $35 million
pricetag, Illinois will see zero
expenses until the projects
are complete and the hous-

ing occupied. We will see
the direct benefits of today’s
investment at no cost to
taxpayers until more people
haveaplace to call home. We
must credit the leadership of
the Illinois Housing Council
and its coalition of supporting
partners for helping us push
for this long-term solution.

We view many of our
problems and their solutions
differently. But we are in
complete agreement on af-
fordable housing: It’s time
to give more Illinoisans help
to live better lives, and the
Build Illinois Homes Tax
Credit is an easy investment
in that shared vision for a
better future.

Healing from the pandem-
icstartsathome. We’re ready
to fight in Springfield for
making sure more [llinoisans
have that affordable place to
call their own.

Rep. Delia Ramirez is a
Democrat from Chicago,
and Rep. Tom Demmer is a
Republican from Dixon.
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ideas will not be altered.
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SOMETHING TO SAY?

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is

Letter writers may only have two letters published per
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

Allletters must bearthe handwritten signature of the writer
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published.

Any comments of publicofficials should belimited toissues
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as
personal attacks will notbe published. Lettersinvolving private
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will

Political endorsements will be published, however letters
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162,
Amboy,IL61310,oremailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper,
its management and or ownership.

ADVERTISING PoLicy

The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in
copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof.
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time
for correction before the second insertion.

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
1 year manual pay $39.50

auto pay $37.50

10 weeks manual pay  $10.50
auto pay $9.50

Non-local

1 year manual pay  $45.00
autopay  $32.00

10 weeks manual pay  $11.75

auto pay  $11.00

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-noon and 1 p.m. -5 p.m.,
Monday, Tuesday
9 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday,
Sunday and major holidays.

Phone 815-857-2311
Fax 815-857-2517
Website www.amboynews.com
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Posting Date April 26, 2021

ing Crossword
ACROSS 1 ]2
1 Fashion .
6 Cougars "
11 Copier part
12 Sanford
of "The
Jeffersons"
14 Sweatshirt
variety
15 "The Raven"
maiden
16 Off-roader
(Abbr.)
17 Burn with
steam
19 Khan title
20 "Moonstruck"
star
22 — -la-la o1
23 War god
24 "Praying" .53 54 .
singer
26 TV actor Moses 6 Columns 32 Nabokov
Prinze 49 Restaurant 7 Secondhand novel
28 Businessmag  fan 8 Chess piece 33 Puccini works
30 Melancholy 51 Sportsven- 9 Onthetrain 34 Very long time
31 Dagwood's ues 10 Composer 36 Plod
lady 52 Not as small Prokofiev 37 Counted (on)
35 Chicagain 53 Admin. aides 11 Crude cabin 38 Western flick
39 Lariat 54 Plant firmly 13 Rental con- 41 Sentry's
40 Neither mate tract weapon
42 Actressde  DOWN 18 Caninecry 44 Cannes milk
Matteo 1 Mollify 21 Bonn'sriver 45 Linguist
43 — -de-France 2 Caches 23 Threw in Chomsky
44 Red Square 3 Pay stub 25 Moreover 48 Check-
figure abbr. 27 Corn serving cashing
46 Last (Abbr.) 4 Floralrings 29 Movie houses needs
47 Sister of 5 Upright 31 Hat edges 50 Sphere

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Weekly SUDOKU ’|‘rjvia'
by Linda Thistle .
/ S by Fifi
7158 9 Rodriguez
1 2 3 1. GEOGRAPHY: What is Canada’s
northernmost territory?
y
4 1 8 2. TELEVISION: Which sitcom fea-
tures a bar named Paddy’s Pub?
517 3. SCIENCE: Mycology is the study of
what?
16 3 2 4. MUSIC: Which city is mentioned in
the Eagles’ 1972 song “Take It Easy™?
1 8 5. MEASUREMENTS: Which civili-
zation was the first to divide a day into
31 24 hours?
2 9 7 6. U.S. STATES: How many states bor-
der Colorado?
5|7 46 7. MOVIES: “Hedwig’s ”ljhem'e” is the
music that marks which movie series?
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 8. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
that each row across, each column down and novella “Breakfast at Tiffany’s™?
each small 9-box square contains all of the .
numbers from one to nine. 9. LANGUAGE' What does The Mag-
na Carta mean in English?
IS URS PRSI | 10 GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
is the traditional birthstone for June
¢ Moderate 44 Challenging babies?
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BQY! © 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Classified

Sell your household items for free.

Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

FREE! ===

AMBOY

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
LEE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
ESTATE )
OF )Case
Terry L. )No.
Politsch,  )2021
deceased. )p-41
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of
the death of Terry L.
Politsch of Sublette,
llinois. Letters of Office
were issued on April 5,
2021 to Mary Politsch
of 367 Center Road, P.
O. Box 81, Sublette, IL
61367 as Independent
Administrator whose
attorney is Guilfoyle
& Stevenson, LLP,
1316 Meriden Street,
Mendota, IL 61342
Claims against the
estate may be filed in the
Office of the Lee County
Circuit Clerk, Probate
Division, Lee County
Courthouse, 309 S.
Galena Avenue, Dixon,
IL 61021, or with the
representative or both
on or before October 31,
2021 and any claim not
filed within that period is
barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the Representative and
to the Attorney within ten
days after it has been
filed.
April 14, 21, 28, 2021
No. 0407

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL TREASUR-
ER’S REPORT
MAY-SUBLETTE
MULTI-TOWNSHIP AS-
SESSMENT DISTRICT
FISCAL YEAR ENDING
MARCH 31, 2021

GENERAL FUND
- REVENUE SUM-
MARY: Property tax
- $24,137.68; Interest -
$23.14

TOTAL REVENUES:
$24,160.82
GENERAL FUND - EX-
PENDITURE SUM-
MARY: All other dis-
bursements less than

($2,500.) - $2,258.66
TOTAL VENDORS:
$2,258.66

GENERAL FUND -
COMPENSATION
SUMMARY: Range

Under $15,000; Car-
men Bollman
Range: Under

$1,000.00: Lisa Bickett,
Leesa Burke, Deborah
Schultz, Daniel Ste-
phenitch

TOTAL COMPENSA-
TION: $15,800.00
SUMMARY STATE-
MENT OF CONDITION:
GENERAL FUND - BE-
GINNING BALANCE:
$40,599.19; REVE-
NUES: $24,160.82;
EXPENDITURES:
$18,058.66; ENDING
BALANCE: $46,701.35
Subscribed and sworn
to this 5th day of April,
2021. Leesa K Burke,
Treasurer

No. 0410 (04-28)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are  cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking  for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are  cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking  for
money in advance.”

113

FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance
Fee Loans or Credit
Offers Companies
that do  business
by phone can’t ask
you to pay for credit

before you get it. For
more information, call
toll-free  1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are  cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking  for
money in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce
House Rentals
Available Year Round.
Please Call 815-784-
4256 For Availability or
Visit us on Facebook.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE
NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or

holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any  advertisement
soliciting a  child
care service. A
childcare facility
that is licensed or
operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for whichitis
specifically licensed
or issued a permit.
Your Hometown
Newspaper strongly
urges any parent or
guardian to verify the
validity of the license
of any facility before
placing a child in it’s
care.

601
VEHICLES FOR SALE

2016 Chevy Gamaro 2LT, V6,
Automatic Transmission, Red

2016 Chevy Camaro 2LT, V6, Automatic Transmission, Red, GM Certified, One
Owner, Local Trade, Leather, Heated Seats and More! 59K miles!

$20,900

e 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO
Maintenance Plan

* 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

® 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
Limited Warranty
® 24/7 Roadside Assistance
e 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and
Reconditioning Process
® 3-Day/150-Mile Customer
Satisfaction Guarantee

2019 Buick Encore Preferred FWD, 2017 Chewvrolet K-1500 Crew 4x4 LT,

10k mi, White

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT 4x4

Z71, Silver

AWD, Maroon

$17,500 Leather, Pepperdust, 63K miles.
2016 Chevrolet Camaro 2LT, V6, Auto

$32,900

$35,900 Transmission, Red, 59K miles.
2018 Buick Envision, 48K, Essence,

$21,500

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LTZ

4x4, Silver

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4, LT,

Maroon

& VANS

$33,900

2016 Chevy Equinox LT AWD,

$13,900

VAESSEN

BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

Ally Financing and
GMF Financing or Leasing

2016 Chevy Equinox FWD LTZ,

$13,500

2015 Chevy Equinox 2LT, AWD,
$30,900 Leather, 68K miles

$13,500

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.
Subject to credit approval.

203

HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
CARRIERS  Wanted.
(Rochelle) Several
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders
and Waitresses
Needed, Apply in
Person at Ralphie and
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street
in Ashton or call 815-
453-21083. (TFN)

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’'s antique,
I’'minterested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday = 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE
RECEPTIONIST AT
FRONT COUNTER
Rochelle News-Leader.

405

HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial

status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation

or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

511
STORAGE UNITS

Amboy & Sublette
10 x 20 inside

storage & outside
storage for

semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

Call
81 5-857-(%12750126

605

VEHICLES WANTED

WANTED Junk Cars
and Trucks. 815-761-
2803. (05-09-21)

e SUBLETTE « WEST BROOKLYN ¢« LEE CENTER * PAW PAW

Not sure
why business
IS slow?

IS Not just
a saying
INn business.

Advertise today
and let your
business be in sight

and in the minds of
your customers.

315

WANTED TO BUY

www.amhoynews.
com

e LAMOILLE

INFORMATION

Office Hours:

Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m. -
p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. - noon

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and
Sunday

Phone:

815-857-2311

Fax:

815-857-2517

Email:

mmays@amboynews.com

Address:

245 E. Main Street, Amboy

Mail:

P.0. Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310

noon, 1 p.m. -5

DEADLINES:

Mondays at 10 a.m
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the
following 7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic
newspaper websites:

¢ Rochelle News-Leader ® Ogle County Life ® Rochelle
Shopping News e Ashton Gazette ® Amboy News e
Mendota Reporter ¢ Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private
party ads and $44.60 for commercial business
ads and $7.50 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us
immediately. We will not be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit
customer for one insertion.
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Clipper Highlights: #14 Brad Considine

’d like to begin by

Imaking it known that

I have never person-
ally met this former Clipper.
However, ’ve spokento him
on several occasions since
the creation of this group and
have had some ofthe greatest
conversations with himabout
our program. From all of the
stories I’ve heard of his days
asa Clipper, I cannot help but
see similarities inmy Clipper
career that followed 28 years
later and how we continue to
feel about Amboy Football.

Without further delay, it’s
my great honor to announce
this week’s Clipper, fellow
Clipper Quarterback, fellow
Mark Smith Award winner,
#14, Brad Considine.

Brad wasa 1981 graduate
of Amboy High School. It’s
my opinion Brad is one of our
top Clipper Field Generals,
even though he only started
his Senior season.

Brad’s Junior season he
spent as the second team
Quarterback and Safety for
the 1979, State Runner-Up,
Clippers. For some of the
younger members of this
group, that may not know,
Brad only was second team
because his older brother
Rick was the starter. Though
playing time throughout the
1979 season was scarce, Brad
was a frontrow student of the
game. Watching opposing
defenses, picking up their
tendencies, and watching
brother Rick calling his own
plays was a greatapprentice-
ship as he would lead the
Clippers in 1980.

“He was so intelligent
on the field. If he lacked in
other areas, he sure made
up for in intelligence. He
knew how to set plays up.
Nothing was more evidential
than his first play call of the
game at Galena where he
threw a touchdown on a 42
option pass,” brother, Rick
Considine, shared.

Rick concluded, “he was
a great leader and com-
municator on the field and
would always welcome the
opinions and insights of his
teammates.”

For Brad, the competi-
tiveness began well before
his junior year.

“Rick and I would game
plan together, we pushed
each other. Growing up we
were always competing,”
Brad shared.

Entering his Senior sea-
son, Brad was surrounded
by great, experienced tal-
ent. Brad struggled during
the first two contests of the
season, Mendota and Spring
Valley Hall.

“I believe 1 was some-
thing like 3-22 passing our
firsttwo games that season. It
took a little while for things to
click,” Brad stated about the
slow startto the 1980 season.

The rest of the season,
Brad and the Clippers would
gain momentum with each
weekly victory. Brad was
mentioned in a news article
prior to the Week 3 contest

Recycle!
Recycle!
Recycle!
Recycle!
Recycle!
Recycle!

Clipper
Highlights

By Spencer
Morrissey

against Newman. The article
was previewing the matchup
and mentioned each team
struggled at the Quarterback
position. Not just Brad, but
the entire Clipper team took
the comments personally
because they knew the caliber
football player Brad was.
Faced with that adversity
and criticism, Brad, explod-
ed against Newman and
led the Clippers to a 42-14
conference win. The follow-
ing week, against Fulton,
Brad had his best statistical
game. The numbers read:
5-9 passing for 108 yards
and 3 passing touchdowns
of 55, 12, and 32 yards; 44
rushing yards on 5 rushes
with 1 touchdown run. Brad
also threw for a 2-point con-
version, putting the finishing
touch on the Clippers’ 42-24
victory over the, previously,
undefeated Steamers.

That performance earned
Brad the Rockford Register
Star Player of the Week. Brad
finished the Runner-Up sea-
sonwith 13 touchdown pass-
es, 918 passing yards, eight
touchdown runs, and 525
yardsrushing. As impressive
asthose numbers are, Brad is
the type of Clipper to trade
every touchdown, two-point
conversion, and yard for one
more victory each of his two
Varsity seasons. Individ-
ual success is, to this day,
something Brad is hesitant
to acknowledge. Winning
was the only care Brad was
concerned with as a Clipper.

“To come home with Rick
after our State loss my Junior
year and then following our
State loss my Senior year, it

was a deep seeded pain felt
by our whole household,”
Brad shared.

A two-time State Run-
ner-Up, Mark Smith team
award recipient, 1st Team
All Conference Quarterback,
2nd Team All Area Quarter-
back, and RR Star Special
Mention All Area Quarter-
back were the well deserved
awards that followed Brad’s
Senior season as a Clipper.

Friend and former team-
mate, George Schwamberg-
er, shared, “Brad was so
smart. He called all of our
playsinthe huddle and knew
how to set things up. He ran
the entire offense about as
perfect as you could, espe-
cially the option. He was a
great leader and had such a
greatattitude that waslooked
up to.”

Friend and former Center
and Teammate, Greg King
provided, “Brad was one of
the most underrated QBs in
Amboy football history. He
had to follow in the foot-
steps of his brother who was
probably the best athlete to
grace Amboy. Brad was Brad
though. He made it his. He
ran the option to perfection.
He made those around him
better. He was a good thrower

ST

ATHLETES
OF THE WEEK

Volleyball

Eden Lindenmeyer

The First National Bank in Amboy

mboy

Amboy °* Dixon
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center

815-857-3625

www.fnbamboy.com
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#14 Brad Considine

and a great faker. No greater
example than the first play at
Galena. They had given up
five points all year. We ran
an option pass play on first
play of the game. The DBs
and LBs came up so fast it
was an easy throw. Galena
neverrecovered. He was also
so cool under pressure. We
had some turnovers against
Havana in the semis but
Bradnever flinched. He took
command of the huddle and
helped bring everyone into
focus and we went back to
the State Championship.”
Brad continued his Foot-
ball career at Illinois State
University as a walk-on his
Freshman season. Brad did
not continue his collegiate
career after his Freshman
season, by his own choice.
No matter the length of his
collegiate career, it gives our
program great pride to add
a Quarterback to the list of
Division I athletes.

Clipper Football contin-
ues to hold a special place in
Brad’s heart. When he looks
at his scrapbook he’s taken
back to the best time in our
history. He is by far, one of
our most gracious Clippers.
During our conversation,
Brad shared his appreciation
for everyone involved in our
program, top to bottom.

To this day, Brad compli-
ments the system in place,
“From the hard work and
mental toughness that was
hammered into each Clipper,
to the ‘on-field’ strategics of
allowing Quarterbacks to call
theirown plays, that was what
I really admired and enjoyed
about our program.”

Brad concluded, “Grow-
ing up you don’t appreciate
how special it is. Our com-
munity has always had a
very ‘in it together’ attitude.
Combine that with the other
characteristics and values our
program teaches along with
the team concept and it will
surely promote success later
in life. I am so thankful for
the experience. It was great

fun, two years of great fun.”

So, to my fellow Quar-
terback/Mark Smith Award
winner, #14, Brad Considine,
thank you for your contri-
butions to Clipper football.
Although we have never
personally met, based on the
stories I’ve heard, the great
substance of our conversa-
tions about Clipper Football,
and love you continue to
show for your former team-
mates you’ve become one of
my favorite Clippers. Sail on!

Spencer Morrissey, is a
former resident of Amboy
and 2009 graduate of Am-
boy High School. In April
2020, he created a private
Facebook group specifi-
cally for Amboy Clipper
Football Alumni. To have
played Amboy football for
any period of time, 1 year
or all 4 years, is the only
membership requirement.
The group features photos,
stories, and memories of past
Clippers and Clipper teams.
The best feature of the group
isevery Friday, he highlights
a former player.

202 W Seymore St.,
Sublette
$149,900

Captivating 4 bedroom 2.5
bathroom Sublette home! On
the main level you will find a
cozy and well-lit living room with
a fireplace, spacious kitchen/

no A/C. All appliances are staying.

room/half bath, 1 full bathroom, and access to the garage as well as a
bonus sun room off the back. Upstairs features 3 bedrooms, 1 full bath,
and a unique bonus room with a fireplace. Equipped with electric heat,

LOR/ ERBES, GR/

Designated Managing Broker
Over 30 years experience
lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295

www.Erbes-Realty.com

dining area, 1 bedroom, laundry

04282021
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to reservation. Expires 04/30/2021.

is the permanent,

clog-free gutter solution!*

-
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L

| e e e e i
: “"HOME IMPROVEMENT DAYS! :
I We'll give you $500 for yourold 1
I gutters! We’ll even take them down !
: & haul them away with purchase of !
i acomplete LeafGuard system!
oo oo oo oo oo e e e e e e e oaw oam aw oam omwm o
P = oEm omm mmTEF Em Em Em Em Em B Em Em oEm oEm oEm g
: LL URING THI :
" AM & RECEI E I
1 E VISA 1
: IFT D :
1 WITH IN-HOME I
I ESTIMATE!" I
R o

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

e THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

IFICALLY FOR

e SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
e LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

TAIl participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. Retail value is $50.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into
a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their inmediate
family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater|
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored by Visa and is subject
to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 04/30/2021. **New orders only. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, theirimmediate family members,
and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Discount may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute an item of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Discount will be received after completion of the installation and
payment in full. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change without notice prior

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

N

/ \
'HOUSEKEEPING)
\ > 1 &/
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Grocery delivery for disabled &
senior citizens - in town only.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. -9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 7 a.m. — 10 p.m.

Sunday, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

FOOD & LIQUOR

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020

Now Accepting EBT
Link Cards and WIC

Amhboy Deli Hours
Mon-Sat7a.m.-8 p.m.
sun8am.-7p.m.

“Spring is far more than just a changing of seasons; it’s a rebirth of the spirit.” —

Toni Sorenson

Sale Prices Valid April 28-May 4, 2021 - Limited Quantities — While Supplies Last

ISR PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS [

Bartlett Pears || Blueberries Green Giant Red Seedless
Potatoes Grapes

99 Ib. z container 2 ea. z Ib.

Navel Oranges ||Jumbo Yellow || Driscoll’s Red Bi-Colored

4 1b bag

53%.

Onions

69°.

6 oz.

28,

Raspberries

Sweet Corn

51

HOT BUYS

_ U.S.D.A.
11} A Choice Chuck
. Roast

34'99

Reg. Price $6.99 Ib.

S Beef Ribeye
LA Steaks

*10%

Reg. Price $13.99 Ib.

Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

— Fresh or Frozen
(1 |['{)A Hamburger
1|1l Patties

5 Ib.

Reg. Price $6.99 Ib.

Sugardale Bacon

16 oz Assorted

4%,

Reg. Price $6.49 ea.

Gatorade

8 Pack 20 oz bottles

5 ea

Reg. Price $7.79 ea.

I WEEKLY SPECIALS I

Dole Chilled Juice

Assorted 59 oz
2 ea

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

Sunny D Juice

128 oz

5299

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

Pepsi Products

12 Pack Cans s 99
I e

Reg. Price $5.99 ea.

Aquafina

s 99 24 Pack Bottles

Reg. Price $7.99 ea.

s290

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

16 oz Assorted

$299

Reg. Price $4.49 ea.

Food Club Butter || Food Club Food Club Amish Butter
Assorted 16 oz Shredded Frozen Assorted 16 0z
Cheese Vegetables

12 oz bag Assorted

2

Reg. Price $1.59 ea.

529

Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

Food Club
Sour Cream

16 oz

s

Reg. Price $1.79 ea.

Red Gold Salsa

15.5 oz Assorted

3199%

Reg. Price $2.59 ea.

5.250z

5199“

Reg. Price $2.29 ea.

LaPreferida
Spanish Rice

El Monterey
Burritos or
Chimichangas

Assorted 30-32 oz
3 ea

Reg. Price $4.69 ea.

Sale goes through May 4, 2021

04282021
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Family owned and operated, Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet will be celebrating its 95th year in business this year.

Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet
celebrating 95 years in business

SUBLETTE — Vaessen Brothers
Chevrolet, Inc. was started in 1926 by
Paul and Ralph Vaessen as an auto-repair
shop. In1933, the Vaessens obtained the
franchise with Chevrolet.

In 1953, the dealership expanded.

While repairs were still being made
at the first location, the new building
(currently known as Rt. 52 Roadhouse)
consisted of a showroom, office and a
three-bay service station.

By 1976, the dealership was ready
for expansion again to where they are
currently located. In 1977, Ralph Vaes-
sen retired and his son, Neal joined the
business.

When Paul retired, Neal and his
wife, Donna, became full owners of
the business.

Their three sons, Greg (Fixed Opera-
tions Manager), Jeff (Parts Manager) and
Nick (Sales Manager) have all joined the
business. In 1998, the business under-
went a remodel in the current building.

Greg’s daughter, Kourtney joined the
business as the Internet Manager and is
the first of the 4th generation to join the
business. In the year of 2012, the deal-
ership underwent a full remodel of their
building and expanded the showroom
by adding a new-car delivery stall and
two more sales offices. The remodel was
fully finished in 2014.

Today the 2nd, 3rd and 4" genera-
tion all work together to help provide
the customers with the best car buying
experience in the area.

“We are a family owned and oper-

Photo submitted

ated business providing the best in the
area service department, a great parts
department and wide selection of new
Chevrolets and used vehicles.”

This year, Vaessen Brothers Chevro-
let, Inc. will be celebrating 95 years of
business. Their most recent remodel in
2012 changed the front of its building
and the inside from top to bottom.

Come see how great their building
looks for yourself. In the sales depart-
ment, they have sales consultants who
have received the Mark of Excellence
Award for their outstanding work, and
inthe service departmentthey have ASE
and GM Certified technicians.

They are family owned and operat-
ed — let them treat you like family too!

Pioneer State Bank continuing to meet needs of its customers

SUBLETTE — Pioneer
State Bankisareliable and in-
novative financial institution
that emphasizes customer
service with a personal touch
to the communities it serves.
The bank is a subsidiary of
NBE Bancshares, Inc. and
has served the community
and surrounding areas since
1938 with full service branch

locations located at 137
S. Main St., in Earlville,
235 Chicago Road in Paw
Paw and in Sublette at 303
Pennsylvania Ave. and 3 E.
Woodhaven Drive.

The bank has worked to
grow by continuing to add
new products and services
to better meet the needs of
its customers. While offering

all of the traditional bank-
ing services, Pioneer State
Bank continues to bring new
banking technology to its
customers.

Pioneer State Bank has
updated their website and
added a FREE mobile check
deposit application for smart
phone users. This allows you
to deposit a check anytime,

Let Pioneer State Bank help

Build the Path to Your Success

Deposit Services Loans & Lines
e Checking e Online Banking e Agricultural
e Savings e Mobile Banking e Commercial
e Money Market e Online Bill Pay e Consumer
e CD's & IRA's e Debit Cards e Residential
Sublette Woodhaven

303 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
815-849-5242

www.pioneerstatebank.com

3 E. Woodhaven Dr.
815-849-5918

Member

FDIC

anywhere.

In addition to the internet
and mobile banking options,
Pioneer State Bank offers
checking customers a free
Visa Debit card for use at
most retailers as well as
our seven convenient ATM
locations.

Pioneer State Bank has
the expertise to meet all of
your loan needs with an
experienced team of lenders
specializing in agricultural,
commercial, residential, and
consumer loans. They pro-
vide local decision making,
prompt attentive service and
highly competitive rates.
Please feel free to contact

Quint Harmon, President/
CLO; Suli Gazafer, SR VP/
Commercial Lender; Mark
Govednik, VP/AG Lender;
Jody Helgesen, AVP/Con-
sumer Loan Officer or Torie
Campbell, Consumer Lender
for all of your lending needs.

Present members of the
board include Michael R.
Stevens, Chairman of the
Board & CEO of Pioneer
State Bank; Quint T. Harmon
President & CLO of Pioneer
State Bank; Mark E. Ander-
son; Robert J. Gast; Neva J.
Ikler; John D. Anderson; and
John A. Landers.

Pioneer State Bank, your
community bank, wants you

to know that we are a strong,
stable financial institution
dedicated to doing what
is best for our customers,
community and surrounding
areas. You can trust us with
the safekeeping of your hard-
earned money and have peace
of mind knowing that your
deposits are secure. We help
hard-working Americans
every day invest in their
future and borrow for what
they need.

Our mission has always
been to work with you and to
provide exceptional customer
service with a personal touch.
Pioneer State Bank — Build-
ing the Path to Your Success!

VAESSEN BROTHERS & CHEVROLET -
A WINNING TEAM FOR 95 YEARS!

03102021

Spring is a GREAT TIME to clean
your closets, basements, garages, and sheds. Eliminate all those old tools, lawn
chairs, flower pots, clothes, and grandma’s doilies stored in the attic.

Have a GARAGE CLEARANCE SALE!

Advertise your garage sale listings in the Amboy News! We highlight your sale
listing in a special GARAGE SALES BOX - easy for your garage sale customers

to clip-out and go on the hunt.

In addition, we can place your listing in other area newspapers reaching over 31,000 homes for one price.

Eslablished In 1854

The A

mbomy News
SAVE TIME!

245 E. Main Street
815-857-2311

ww.amboynews.com

SAVE MONEY!
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Jones-Berry Lumber convenience
of offers online shopping for their

customers

AMBOY —Jones-Berry Lumber offers
even more convenience for their customers
with their website www.jonesberrylumber.
com. This user-friendly website makes it
easy to browse Jones-Berry’s comprehensive
catalog of hardware items and place orders
from the comfort of home.

Shoppers now have instant online access
to Jones-Berry’s vast array of merchandise
including hand tools, electrical, lawn and gar-
den, power tools and accessories, plumbing,
automotive, fasteners, heating and cooling,
sporting goods, hunting, fishing and camping
supplies, hardware, housewares, office and
school supplies, paint and sundries.

Customers are invited to check out the
website, where they will also find details
about the product lines Jones-Berry carries
and a convenient link to e-mail questions or
submit an order.

After more than 100 years serving Amboy
and the surrounding area, the Jones-Berry
Lumber Company is pleased offer this tech-
nology while staying true to their commitment
of customer service, which has been their
mission right from the start.

The lumber company began with William
Jones, a farmer and businessman born and
raised in Bradford Township, who formed
the lumber company in 1910. Jones was com-
mitted to “reasonable prices and honorable
methods” a practice thatis honored to this day.

Over the years construction products and
techniques have changed but the commitment
to customer service remains the same at
Jones-Berry. They offer personal, friendly,
courteous and honorable service.

The skilled staff at Jones-Berry is on
hand to provide a variety of special services.
This includes custom building in the shop
of storage sheds, decks, feed bunks, shade
structures for livestock and recreational
furniture. They can also repair windows, cut
pipes, cut keys, sharpen chain saw blades
and lawn mower blades. Free estimates are
available for services.

Jones-Berry carries many popular brand
names in hardware items, paint, tools, elec-
trical and plumbing supplies. Names such as
Andersen, Valspar, Cabot, Stanley, National,
Cooper, Genova, Werner, Irwin, Rust Oleum,
Milwaukee, DeWalt, Kwikset, Schaeffer Oil
and many more are on the shelves.

Inaddition to 20 pound propane exchange,
Jones-Berry handles industrial gas exchange
for Airgas.

Jones-Berry is open seven days a week
for customer convenience. Their hours are
7 am.—5 p.m. Monday through Friday, 8
a.m.—3 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m.—1 p.m.
on Sunday. When you are in the midst of a
projectand find yourselfinneed of something,
they will be there to help you out.

Spring is a GREAT TIME to clean ‘H\ ‘

your closets, basements, garages, and sheds. Eliminate all those old tools, lawn
chairs, flower pots, clothes, and grandma’s doilies stored in the attic.

Have a GARAGE CLEARANCE SALE!

Advertise your garage sale listings in the Amboy News! We highlight your sale
listing in a special GARAGE SALES BOX - easy for your garage sale customers
to clip-out and go on the hunt.

In addition, we can place your listing in other area newspapers reaching over 31,000 homes for one price.

Established In 1854

The Amhmy Newis

SAVE MONEY!

SAVE TIME!

245 E. Main Street
815-857-2311

ww.amboynews.com

Erbes Realty adds
new broker in 2020

SUBLETTE — Buying
or selling a home is one of
thebiggestdecisionsaperson
will make in their life. Erbes
Realty, LLC, in Sublette, is
the area’s leading real estate
agency serving Lee, LaSalle
and Bureau counties and
surrounding areas.

Lori Erbes of Erbes Real-
ty has more than 30 years ex-
perience and a long history of
success. Therealty company
is dedicated, hardworking,
andskilled inall facets ofreal
estate sales. It is passionate
about providing exceptional
care to all of its customers.

Erbes welcomed new
Broker Abigail Vaessen to
the team in 2020. Vaessen is
a Sublette native and loves
being part of such a small
and close knit community.
Through her comprehensive

education at Eureka College
she has a great amount of
experience with Marketing,

Lori Erbes, GRI - Designated Managing Broker

Communication, and Digital
Media Design. She strives to
bring out the creative side in
real estate and provide top
notch results through pro-
fessional videography and
photography services. Her
goalistoensurethatall of her
clients have a fun, exciting,
and stress free real estate
transaction. She cannot wait
to jump in and start servicing
our area. Give her a call of
all of your Real Estate needs
at 815-508-9715.

Stop by or call today and
let Erbes Realty help you find
your dream home or seasonal
vacation spot at Woodhaven
Lakes camping resort.

Erbes Realty specializes
in commercial, residential
and farmland real estate. For
allyourreal estate needs, stop

by and see the friendly and
honest staff.

Erbes Realty is located at
1922 Tower Road, Sublette,
and is open 9 a.m. to 4:30
p-m. every day except for
Sunday and Tuesdays, which

is by appointment only.
Call Lori Erbes at 815-
535-6295, Abigail Vaessen

Abigail Vaessen - Broker

at 815-508-9715 or visit
Erbes Realty online at www.
erbes-realty.com.

Sec. 10, Lot 231 $124,900

Stunning lot located on Bass Lake! Includes an eye
turning 2020 Quailridge park model with one bedroom,
a loft, and a full bathroom. Tons of improvements in the
last year. Step outside and relax on the spacious deck or
sit around the lavish firepit and enjoy the tranquility of the
lake. Newer seawall. All appliances and furniture stay!
Also includes a shed, jon boat, and a kayak rack. Park
model is equipped with C/A and heat and even has winter
water. Enjoy this site all year round!

Sec 22, Lot 124 $56,900

Are you ready to enjoy camping in a luxurious way? Take a look
at this 2011 Keystone Sprinter with a jaw-dropping room addition
that was built in 2018. Room addition is equipped with the top of
the line fixtures, has a BRAND NEW electric fireplace, a fridge,
a 60 inch TV and a like-new couch. Addition also has a spacious
loft area, so there is plenty of sleeping room for everybody. Lot
is pie shaped and has 2 gravel driveways, a storage shed, a deck,
fire pit, and is sewered. New rubber roof coating was JUST put on.
Please note that the seller is still completing some updates within
the property, see broker comments.

SeC. 1, LOt 56,
Sec2,Lot35 PENDING
Sec.2,Lot 69 SOLD....
Sec.5,Lot204........oovveennne

Sec.5,Lot409 PENDING...........ccccoeucuinnns $69,900
Sec.5,Lot419 PENDING..........ccccovcurnnns $85,000
Sec.5,Lot441 PENDING...........ccccovveucunnne $46,000
Sec. 10, Lot 231.......ccccueuenee ....$124,900
Sec.10, Lot222 REDUCED............................. $75,000
Sec. 11,Lot 176 SOLD........cccccccoviviiuiinunnnnnn $9,000
Sec. 13, Lot 119 $59.,900

LOR/ ERBES, GR/

Designated Managing Broker
30 years experience

815-535-6295

lorierbes@gmail.com

=

Come See (/s o' ALL Vour Reat Litate Needs!

Residential *Agricultural « Commercial * Recreation Properties

Looking for a place to getaway? Look no further than
Woodhaven Lakes! Call us to see the properties listed below!

815-535-6295
www.Erbes-Realty.com |Erm

Sec 13, Lot 119 $59,900
Beautiful 2016 Quailridge Park Model with a
covered deck. Lot also features 2 sheds, fire pit,
patio, and a spacious gravel driveway. Common
area to the rear. This property has been very well
maintained and is all ready for you to be its next
owner! Call today to schedule a showing.

Sec 23, Lot 6 $45,000

All ready to move into this 2000 Breckenridge
Park Model, room addition attached, all furniture
and appliances, skirting, LP tank and contents,
covered front and back deck, another room addition
detached for entertaining, shed and Fire pit. Metal
roof 2019 over park model, rooms and shed. This
property is located in a cul de sac with common
area to rear.

Sec.16,Lot87 PENDING...........ccccccovvunennn $24,000
Sec.17,Lot45 PENDING...........ccccccecucunnnne $40,000
Sec.22,Lot 124................ ..$56,900
Sec 23, Lot6....... .....$45,000
Sec. 24, Lot T4 ..o $30,000
Sec. 26, Lot 102.....coviviiiiiiceiieicceicens $25,000
Sec. 27, Lot 100.......cccceiviiiiiiiiiicieeennn $16,900
BUILDING LOTS

25 W MILTON ST.,AMBOY 5 LOTS......cc.ccccone $28.500
109 W MAIN ST., SUBLETTE ......... ....$20,000
919 MISSOURI DRIVE, DIXON........c.coovurminnnnes $19.500

APROG2021

815-508-9715
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OUR PATH FORWARD

First State Bank boasts 18 branches throughout Illinois

| FSB tops 80
years of quality,
dependable service

MENDOTA — First
State Bank is celebrating
over 80 years of community
banking inthe Mendota area.
Founded in 1940, First State
Bank has transformed over
the last eight decades from a
small single-location facility
on Washington Street into an
18-branch strong $1.3 billion
financial institution with a
presence from Bloomington
to St. Charles.

What hasn’t changed,
though, is our commitment
to community banking —
offering the high-quality
financial products like the big
banks, but with the personal
community banking touch
you’ve come to depend on.

From interest-building
Kasasa Checking and Sav-
ings Accounts to Treasury
Management Services, we
offer a full suite of business
and personal banking options
for every customer. Our
digital banking solutions —
including internet banking,
our mobile app and FSB
Direct — allow you to seam-
lessly conduct business 24/7,
wherever you are. Mobile
Pay allows you to add your
FSB debit or credit card
information to your mobile
phone and pay with just the
touch of your finger. Instant
issue debit cards can replace
your lost or stolen card in
minutes. CardValet allows
you to see every purchase
made with your FSB debit
card, create spending con-
trols, turn your card on and
off and more.

Zelle is another product
we offer. Zelle is a fast, safe
and easy way to send money
directly between almost any
bank accounts in the U.S.,
typically within minutes.
With just an email address
or U.S. mobile phone num-
ber, you can send money to
people you trust, regardless
of where they bank. You
can send money to friends,
family and others you trust.

As a federally insured
institution, your deposits
are covered by the FDIC’s
general deposit insurance
guidelines. For additional
coverage, check out our
CDARS and ICS products,
just ask for details.

First State Bank is com-
mitted to remain at the fore-
front of the technology nec-
essary to be competitive in
the financial industry, while
maintaining our community
banking roots.

First State Bank makes a commitment to community banking
— offering the high-quality financial products like the big banks,
but with the personal community banking touch you've come to

depend on.

First State Bank has three locations in Mendota - the main facility, top, at 706 Washington St., the driveup ATM,, pictured below left, at 800 Illinois Ave.,
and Plaza North at 1403 13th Ave. First State Bank is also located in West Brookly, pictured below right, at 2514 Johnson St, West Brooklyn.
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OUR PATH FORWARD

2020 a step forward for Leffelman & Associates

BY AMBOY NEWS
STAFF

SUBLETTE-Moving
forward during a pandemic
is a difficult feat for any
business, but Leffelman &
Associates was one local
business able to make prog-
ress amidst a year full of
setbacks for many. Building
on that success is how Lef-
felman & Associates plans to
make 2021 even better.

Larry Leffelman pur-
chased the Wilson Roem-
mich Agency, whose origin
dates back to 1899, in 1969
after serving in the Army
and working in insurance for
seven years in Bloomington.

“I had been in the Army
and traveled quite a bit but I
had always wanted to come
back to Sublette,” Leffelman
recalled.

Asthebusiness flourished
Leffelman purchased the
Burkhardt Agency in 1972,
the Duffy Agency in 1980
and the Ortgiesen Agency in
1990. The agency now has
offices in Amboy, LaMoille
and Sublette.

Larry and wife, Rose, are
now retired and the agency
is under the capable leader-
ship of their daughter, Chris
Klein. As CEO, Klein has an
optimistic outlook for mov-
ing forward while keeping
the agency’s longstanding
traditions of reliability and

Amboy
Office:
116 S. Jones

Avenue
815-857-2125

outstanding service.

“I believe last year was a
great year for us because we
were available. Even when
offices were closed, we were
able to provide our custom-
ers the service they needed
and deserved,” Klein said.
“Technology helped because
we were able to work from
home when necessary and it
helped people find us. With
so many people having extra
time on their hands, they were
abletoinvestigate companies
online and many found us.
We were able to give them
the time and service they
were looking for.”

As an independent in-
surance agency, Leffelman
& Associates can write
policies from a large variety
of companies for just about
anything. Many people think
home or auto insurance as the
only insurance an agency can
write, but nothing is farther
from the truth. Leffelman
& Associates is an Inde-
pendent Insurance Agency.
This gives them the ability to
write policies on just about
anything with a large variety
of companies.

Klein said, “We can write
basically anything, even
problem accounts. Multiple
claims or unique coverages
often make getting insurance
nearly impossible, but we
don’t give up, we will find

Sublette Office: 111 W. Main Street
815-849-5219

a way.”

That ability is a treasured
asset of the agency.

“Technology makes many
things easier but the ability
to find the perfect policy for
our clients comes from years
ofbuilding relationships and

working with other agencies,
the Independent Agents of
Illinois, and the Independent
Farm Agents of Illinois” said
Klein. “Relationships are
the key.”

The agency offers com-
mercial (large and small busi-

nesses), farm, crop, home,
vacation home, auto, life,
health, fire department, gov-
ernment entity and non-profit
policies. Special endorse-
ments for unique items may
be added to policies and
non-traditional outshoots,
such as farm stands, qualify
for coverage.

“We do what is right for
the customer 100% of the
time. We’re going to do it
correctly no matter what,”
reiterated Klein.

Leffelman & Associates
staff is highly qualified to
meetall your insurance needs
and devoted to their custom-
ers: Chris Klein, CIC (Cer-
tified Insurance Counselor)
AFIS (Agribusiness & Farm
Insurance Specialist) has
over 40 years’ experience;
Lexi Willey, Chris’ daughter,
CISR (Certified Insurance
Service Representative),
7 years’ experience; Riley
Klein, Chris’son, University
of Illinois degree in agricul-
ture and consumer econom-
ics, 6 years’ experience; Lisa
Quest, CISR,AFIS, 27 years’
experience; Julie Burkardt,
CISR, 24 years’ experience;
Tess Fleming, CIC,CISR, 14
years’ experience. Other em-
ployees are Cathy Schultz,
their “super sub”; and Mary
Reglin, theirnewest employ-
ee and licensed agent.

Theagency mottois “Our

Family Protecting Your Fam-
ily” and everyone working
at Leffelman & Associates
feels like family whether
or not they are related. The
motto embodies what the
agency is all about.

Every weekday morning
on WGLC, radio listers have
an opportunity to call in and
try to correctly guess the
name of the Leffelman &
Associates agent that will
come up when the wheel
is spun. Winners receive a
jackpot that accumulates
with each day from the last
winner.

Winning at the on-air
game is only one way to win
with Leffelman & Associ-
ates. You will never get a
“corporate office” or service
center when you call. Friend-
ly, personal service provided
by a local person is the only
way to do business as far as
Leffelman & Associates is
concerned.

Leffelman & Associates’
officesare located in Amboy,
LaMoille and Sublette. The
home office, Sublette, is
openMonday through Friday
from 8 a.m.to 5 p.m. and Sat-
urday from § a.m. until noon.
The Amboy and LaMoille
offices are open Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday from 8:30 a.m. until
4:30 p.m. and Thursday from
8:30 a.m. until noon.

LaMoille
Office
102 Main Street
815-638-2171

Owe Family Frotec f/}{y %«/‘ Famii

We have the right protection, whatever your risk.
Give us a call today!

AUTO - HOME - VACATION HOME - FARM - CROP - BUSINESS - LIFE - HEALTH - FIRE DEPARTMENTS - GOVERNMENT ENTITIES - NON-PROFITS
O McNeil&Co:
’ Mutual Insurance Company
Chris Lisa
Klein Quest
PROGRESSIVE
Lexi Julie
Willey Burkardt
Riley Tess
Klein Fleming hﬁ
& GREATAMERICAN
Nationwide’ INSURANCE GROUP
Cathy Mary is on your side
Schultz Reglin
BRADFORD FOREMOST
VICTOR - ADAMS
Mutual Insurance Company INSURANCE GROUP

Choice®

‘T,..stedLEFFELMnl\l

& ASSOCIATES INC.

Sublette 849-5219
LaMoille 638-2171
Amboy 857-2125
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