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By RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation unanimously passed a 
resolution last week calling 
on all public schools to return 
to in-person learning during 
the upcoming school year.

The resolution doesn’t 
institute any mandates or 
requirements for Illinois 
schools to follow, but 
shows unified support from 
ISBE for an upcoming 
decision by State Super-
intendent Carmen Ayala.

In a weekly blog posted 
to the ISBE website, Ayala 
said she plans to make the 
mandate official “at the 
conclusion of the current 
academic year,” meaning 
the change will not take ef-
fect until next school year.

Once Ayala issues an of-
ficial declaration, all public 
schools will be required to 
return to in-person learning 
for the 2021-2022 academ-
ic year with no exceptions. 
Only students who are both 
unvaccinated and under 
a quarantine order from 
the Illinois Department of 
Health will be eligible to 
continue remote learning.

A spokeswoman for 
ISBE said they expect the 
bulk of the population eli-
gible for remote learning at 
the start of the school year 
to be under 12 years old. 

“We encourage families 
to use the summer months to 

State Board of Education calls for 
in-person learning next school year
q ISBE unanimously passed resolution supporting upcoming decision

ensure that eligible children 
get vaccinated,” she said. 
“The vaccines are safe, ef-
fective, and proven to protect 
you from getting sick.”

Students who do not 
qualify for remote learning 
may seek home or hospi-
tal instruction if a doctor 
determines they will miss 
at least 10 days of school 
due to a medical condition. 

According to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, the 
Pfizer-BioNtech vaccine 
is safe for children 12 and 
over, while everyone aged 
16 and over is eligible to 
receive any U.S. approved 
vaccine. Pfizer may file for 
emergency use authoriza-
tion of its vaccine from 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration for use in 

children aged 2 to 11 in 
September, according to 
news reports.

“As always, our top 
priority is our students, 
and we know that in most 
cases, in-person learning 
is in their best interest,” 
Ayala said in her blog post. 
“Now that we have every 
indication that the pandem-
ic will soon be behind us, 
we can prepare to return 
fully to the physical spac-
es that best provide these 
conditions.”

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Once there is an official declaration, all public schools 
will be required to return to in-person learning for the 
2021-2022 academic year with no exceptions. 

MENDOTA – Northbrook Middle School 
held its eighth-grade graduation ceremony on 
May 20 at the middle school track.

Each graduating student received six 
tickets for family members and friends to 
attend. Seating was in the bleachers and on 
the field and track. It was a step toward a more 
normal ceremony than the one in 2020 when 
graduates rode in family vehicles through the 
Northbrook front driveway and received their 
diplomas through vehicle windows.

The ceremony began with the students 
walking to their seats to Pomp & Circum-
stance. Class member Nicholas Reyes led the 
attendees in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 
and then principal Paula Daley gave the 
welcome and introductory remarks.

The next portion of the program was 
the presentation of awards. Megan Gatza, 
guidance counselor, read the recipients of 
President’s Education Awards.

Gold for Academic Excellence: Eric Aran-
da, Ava Beetz, Shelby Bentley, Ella Coss, 
Jesus Escobar, Braiden Freeman, Claire Han-
son, Quin Holland, Anthony Kelson, Kennedy 

Knaff, Dessa Komitas, Samuel Matura, Gresy 
Patel, Heli Patel, Kaley Siemer, Lea Turner.

Silver for Educational Achievement: Sa-
mantha Ascensio, Marco Balcazar, Conner 
Chambers, Ivan Espinoza, Loralie Hart, 
Jose Hernandez, Kayla Hernandez, Gregoria 
Mendez, Nicholas Reyes, Lissette Sandoval, 
Maybriana Schultz.

Kylie Clary, art instructor, presented the 
Reed Rydberg Memorial Awards to Alivia 
Avila and Cameron Kordick.

Principal Daley announced the American 
Legion Award winners, Claire Hanson and 
Anthony Kelson, and also the recipient of the 
James D. Hume Citizenship Award, which 
went to Joshua Sondgeroth.

Previous award winners were Travis 
Mumm and Brenna Rummery, John Ourth 
Award; Ella Coss, Jeanne McKenzie Stu-
dent-Athlete Award; and Jillian Younger, 
LaSalle County Board Student Excellence 
Award.

Receiving awards at the Northbrook Middle School graduation on May 20, left to 
right, are Joshua Sondgeroth, James D. Hume Citizenship Award; Alivia Avila and 
Cameron Kordick, Reed Rydberg Memorial Awards; Claire Hanson and Anthony 
Kelson, American Legion Awards. (Reporter photo)

Northbrook 8th graders earn diplomas

By GRACE BARBIC
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. JB 
Pritzker recently announced 
the release of a six-year, 
$20.7 billion construction 
plan to improve roads and 
bridges throughout the state, 
an annual process which the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation oversees to target 
infrastructure spending. 

The Highway Improve-
ment Program, funded 
through the Rebuild Illinois 
capital infrastructure plan 
passed in 2019, will recon-
struct nearly 2,779 more 
miles of roads and 7.9 million 
square feet of bridge deck 
between fiscal year 2022 
and 2027, according to the 
governor’s office. 

The projects in the plan 
will create and support thou-
sands of jobs, “bolstering our 
pandemic recovery in one 
more way,” Pritzker said. 

“This past year truly has 
brought home how important 
transportation systems are in 
connecting the lives of our 
residents and our communi-
ties, delivering food products 
to grocery stores, getting 
essential workers to their jobs 

Improvement plan scheduled for Illinois roads, bridges

and transporting patients to 
the hospital,” Pritzker said. 

The Highway Improve-
ment Program is a part of the 
larger $45 billion Rebuild 
Illinois infrastructure plan, 
which was a bipartisan 
effort to revitalize local 
economies that passed in 
the governor’s first year. 
The plan invests in roads, 
bridges, railroads, universi-
ties, early childhood centers 
and state facilities. 

The projects outlined in 
the new multi-year plan will 
continue to create and sup-
port hundreds of thousands 
of jobs, Pritzker said. 

Overall, the Rebuild Illi-
nois capital plan is expected 
to support around 540,000 

“The projects in 
the plan will cre-
ate and support 
thousands of 
jobs, bolstering 
our pandemic 
recovery in one 
more way.”

–Gov. JB Pritzker

A six-year, $20.7 billion construction plan to improve 
roads and bridges throughout the state is set for Illinois.

thousand jobs over its lifes-
pan. But there are currently 
no estimates available on 
how many jobs the specific 
projects through the High-
way Improvement Program 
will create. 

About $33.2 billion was 
earmarked in the initial re-
lease of the capital plan for 
the transportation sector, with 
$25.3 billion specifically for 
roads and bridges. Most of 
that funding came from an 
increase to the state’s motor 
fuel tax, which was indexed 
for inflation each year, and in-

creases to state licensing fees. 
The Illinois Department 

of Transportation said the 
plan includes $5.79 billion 
for highway reconstruction 
and preservation, $4.82 
billion for bridge improve-
ments, $2.59 billion for 
strategic expansion, $1.43 
billion for system support 
such as engineering and 
land acquisition, and $1.21 
billion for safety and system 
modernizations.

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois budget officials said that 
revenues are flowing into state coffers at a faster pace 
than previously estimated, meaning lawmakers will have 
more money to work with as they try to finalize a new 
budget for the fiscal year that begins July 1.

The Governor’s Office of 
Management and Budget offi-
cially raised its revenue estimate 
for the current fiscal year by 
more than $1.4 billion and by 
$842 million for the upcoming 
fiscal year.

Those figures are similar to 
the latest revised estimates from 
the General Assembly’s budget 
monitoring agency, the Commission on Government 
Forecasting and Accountability, which said recently 
that revenues for the current year would go up about 
$2 billion while next year’s revenues would be $792 
million more than previously forecasted.

That came as good news to state lawmakers who are 
trying to finalize the next fiscal year’s budget before their 
scheduled adjournment day on May 31, but it still was 
not enough to completely close the looming deficit in 
next year’s budget, which House Majority Leader Greg 
Harris, D-Chicago, estimated at around $1.3 billion.

Illinois’ revenue picture 
better as economy recovers
q Lawmakers try to finalize new budget

See Revenue, Page A5
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WWII Museum in Rochelle open on Memorial Day
ROCHELLE – Roberts 

Armory World War II Muse-
um in Rochelle will be open 
to the public on Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 31 from 
1-4 p.m. The Higgins Boat 
will be open for viewing, 
weather permitting.

 The next opening will be 
Aug. 21.

To get to the museum, 
follow the signs on the Army 
truck at Route 251 & Inter-
modal Drive (approximately 
3 miles).

Many World War II arti-
facts are on display includ-

ing tanks, trucks, cannons 
and Rochelle News-Leader 
newspapers from 1945 pre-
senting photographs of Ro-
chelle residents who served 
during World War II.  

Museum vehicles will 
also be in the Memorial Day 
parade in Rochelle. 

More information is avail-
able on the Rochelle web-
site at: http://www.enjoyro-
chelle.com/online-directory/
what-to-do/history-attrac-
tions/robert-s-armory.html. 
There is no admission charge 
to visit the museum.
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take
your hometown

news wherever 
you go!

You may be miles from home, but you 
never have to feel far away with an online 

subscription to the Mendota Reporter!
Give your child a little piece  of home they can take with them anywhere 

they go – their hometown news online at www.mendotareporter.com!

• Same great content
• Identical to paper edition
• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it
• Back issues available

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com 
or call 815-539-9396 for your password 
today. You can also register online by 
visiting our website.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers! 815-673-7216
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

PLUS

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR
YOUR HOME

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

WITH IN-HOME
ESTIMATE!**

CALL DURING THIS
PROGRAARAM&RECEIVE
DINNER TOGO!
FREE $50 GIFT CARD
WITH IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

16

$99
INSTALLATION
for a limited
time on a
complete
LeafGuard
system!†

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will cleannn yyyooouuur guuutttttteeerrrs fffor free

†Does not include material costs. Expires 05/31/2021. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 
minute in-home product consultation will receive a  $50 gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per 
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a  photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a  contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a  Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except 
that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer 
not sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 

Roberts Armory World War II Museum 

Mendota High School to host 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic
 ♦ Youth 12 & older are eligible, clinic is open to the public

MENDOTA – The LaSalle County 
Health Department will hold a COVID-19 
vaccination clinic at Mendota High 
School. 

Dose 1 will be given on Wednesday, 
June 23 in the main gym. Dose 2 will be 
given on Wednesday, July 21 also in the 
main gym.

The LaSalle County Health Depart-
ment  is targeting Mendota students who 
are age 12 and up for this clinic, but the 
clinic is also open to everyone age 12 
and over.

Please refer to the link below to register 
for the clinic: https://lasallecounty.org/
covid-19-vaccine-update/ 

Outdoor Summer Reading Clubs planned at Graves-Hume 
MENDOTA - Summer 

Reading Club “Dig Deeper: 
Read. Investigate. Discover” 
2021 is opening their doors 
to outdoor programming for 
residents and card holders of 
Graves-Hume Public Library 
in Mendota. This program is available 
for all age levels from babies-8th grade 
for the Youth Services division and high 
school-adults for the Adult division.

The library will host a shorter version 
of programming to limit exposure and 

encourage socially distant 
activities. The library will 
host various activities out-
doors in their back lot for the 
youth. Each week children 
will take home craft items 
that correlated with their 

topic for that week and a yummy treat. 
As always, the requirements are simply 
to read books and track your minutes 
for a chance at the grand prize awarded 
to every group: Shake Rattle & Read 
(babies-2 years old), Small Fries (3 years 

old-kindergarten), Grades 1-4, Grades 
5-8 and High School/Adult.

Summer reading will be held through 
the month of July, beginning the week of 
July 5 and completing the week of July 
26. To register your child or yourself, 
you must visit the library between June 
7-June 19. This program is free. Once 
registered, you will receive a registration 
bag complete with program schedule 
and small prizes. 

Any questions, please call the library 
at (815) 538-5142.

Fly-in, Drive-in Breakfast May 30 in Mendota
MENDOTA – The Men-

dota Area Chamber of Com-
merce invites everyone 
to come out to the Fly-in, 
Drive-in Breakfast that will 
be held on Sunday, May 30.

Pancakes, sausage and 
eggs will be served from 7 
a.m. to noon at Grandpas 
Farm Mendota Airport. 

There will be airplane and 
helicopter rides available.

All the proceeds from 
this event will go toward the 
Chamber’s Mendota 4th of 
July Fireworks Celebration, 
which will take place on 
Saturday, June 26.

MHS Prom ‘21
Mendota High School held its 2021 Prom on May 22. The King, Queen and Court, left 
to right, are King Jack Beetz, Marlie Boelk, Bonnie Hall, Zeke Hessenberger, Cody 
Jenner, Queen Twila Martinson, Madi Mikolasek, Ella Massey and Jenna O’Donnell. 
Not pictured: Andres Castaneda, Rigoberto Hermosillo, Charles Kaufman. (Photo 
contributed)

EDUCATION BRIEFS
WIU Dean’s List

MACOMB/MOLINE - 
Madeline Hewitt of LaMoille 
has been named to the spring 
2021 dean’s list at Western 
Illinois University. 

To receive this award, an 
undergraduate student must 
earn at least a 3.6 grade 
point average on a scale of 
4.0, which equals an A in a 
minimum of 12 credit hours 
of graded courses; pass-fail 
hours are not counted (e.g., 
student teaching, intern-
ships).

Olivet Nazarene Univ. 
Dean’s List

BOURBONNAIS - Noah 
Delong and Cheyenne West, 
both of Mendota, have been 
named to the Olivet Naza-
rene University Dean’s List. 
To qualify for inclusion, a 
student must be enrolled as 
a full-time undergraduate 
student and must attain a 
semester grade point average 
of 3.50 or higher on a 4.00 

grading scale.
Olivet Nazarene Univer-

sity is an accredited Chris-
tian, liberal arts university 
offering more than 140 areas 
of undergraduate and gradu-
ate study.

SNHU honor students
MANCHESTER, N.H. 

- Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) has 
congratulated two local 
students, a Nicole Kaiser of 
Mendota and Leeann Bly of 
Paw Paw, for being named to 
the winter 2021 President’s 
List. The winter term runs 
from January to May.

Full-time students who 
earn a minimum grade-point 
average of 3.700 and above 
are named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 
credits; undergraduate day 
students must earn 12 credits 
in fall or spring semester, and 
online students must earn 

See BRIEFS, Page A4
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The men and women who served 
our country deserve our respect. 
In order to honor and remember 

their sacrifice for us and our
freedoms, we will be closed for

Memorial Day on 
Monday, May 31.

FINANCIAL PLUS  
CREDIT UNION

(815) 539-3444
MEMBER NCUA-ESI

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
(815) 539-5656
MEMBER FDIC

MIDLAND STATES BANK
(815) 539-9346
MEMBER FDIC

FIRST STATE BANK
(815) 538-2265
MEMBER FDIC

Carl’s Quiz
Which fruit floats because 25% of its 

volume is air?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Although in Lon-
don, Scotland Yard got its name because the office 
was originally in a building where Scottish kings 
resided when in London. (Old Farmers Almanac)
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

Smiths to celebrate 50th
MENDOTA – Rolly and Pat Smith of Mendota will 

celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on May 29, 2021.
Rolin Smith and Patricia Dean were united in marriage at 

Holy Cross Church in 1971 by Father Karl. Their attendants 
were Tom Schmitt and Rae Rodefer.

They are the parents of Jenny (David) Boelk of Mendota, 
Jeff of DeKalb and Julie of Mendota.

They are the proud grandparents of Madisyn, Macey, Myah 
and Marlie Boelk of Mendota; Isabelle, Isaac and Isaiah Smith 
of DeKalb; and Dawson and Maddux McPheeters of Mendota.

Before retiring in 2007, Rolly worked for Skelgas and 
Pat worked for R.R. Donnelley and then retired from LKCS 
in 2012.

They enjoy spending time with their children and grand-
children, gardening and relaxing outside in the nice weather. 
They love to travel, spending many years going on cruises 
with a close group of friends and for the past 10 years have 
been spending their winters in Florida.

They will celebrate their anniversary with an adult dinner 
out with their children and then a pool party with their children 
and grandchildren. The family hopes to have a celebration 
with friends later on in the year.

Rolly & Pat Smith

OSF HeathCare Saint Paul announces DAISY & Sunflower winners
MENDOTA – As a partner in the in-

ternational DAISY Award program that 
recognizes the extraordinary clinical 
skill and compassionate care of nurses, 
OSF HealthCare Saint Paul Medical 
Center recently awarded its DAISY 
Award to Breann Aubry.

Aubry, a registered nurse caring 
for inpatients in the Medical/Surgical 
Department, she was nominated by a 
patient’s family member. “We truly 
appreciate the compassionate care that 
RNs perform every day and the DAISY 
Award is one way to recognize these 
dedicated individuals,” said Heather 
Bomstad, Vice President/Chief Nursing 
Officer for OSF HealthCare Saint Paul 
Medical Center.

One of the comments received about 
Aubry was that she went above and be-
yond her nursing duties. Her nomination 
included, “We appreciated Breann’s 
kindness and assistance in making this 
a little easier on us. Thank you, Breann, 
for taking such good care of us all.” 

The DAISY Award program can be 
found in more than 2,000 healthcare 
facilities in all 50 states and 14 other 
countries.

Sunflower Award
The Sunflower Award, a recognition 

program offered to non-nursing staff 
with OSF HealthCare, was given to 
Beth Wise, a patient care tech with the 
hospital’s medical-surgical department 
for 29 years.

A note submitted as part of Wise’s 
nomination reads, “I would like to 
nominate Beth Wise for the outstanding 
care she gave my grandpa. While he was 
in the hospital, his wife passed away. 
She took excellent care of him before 

he heard the news of his wife’s passing 
but went above and beyond after. She 
was like a family member since no one 
could be with him. Thank you.”

OSF HealthCare encourages pa-
tients, family members, and fellow 
staff to recognize caregivers who have 
provided exceptional care and service 
by nominating them for an award to 
honor their dedication. For more infor-
mation about the DAISY and Sunflower 
Awards, or to submit a nomination, visit 
osfgratefulpatient.org. 

Grow a tomato at Graves-Hume
MENDOTA - Are you 

limited on garden space at 
your home? Do you enjoy 
going to the library? If the 
answer is “Yes,” then you 
want to take advantage of 
this free new opportunity. 
Graves-Hume Public Library 
is offering an opportunity to 
garden at the library. 

The “Adopt a Tomato 
Plant” program is now ac-
cepting participants. Planting 
began on May 17 and will 
offer up to 12 individuals or 
families an opportunity to 
garden with them on site. The 
tomato plants will be located 
along the front walk-way 
into the library. These raised 
planter boxes and tomato 
plants were recently donated 

by Friends of the Library. 
Each household will re-

ceive a wooden stake to 
identify their tomato plant. 
All the library is requesting 
is that you tend to your to-
mato plant on a regular basis, 
and you may take home any 
tomatoes that grow on your 
plant. This program is free 
and is on a first come first 
serve basis. 

If you would like to par-
ticipate, please call them at 
(815) 538-5142 or stop in at 
the library.

Breann Aubry Beth Wise

May 4 blood drive successful 
MENDOTA - The Amer-

ican Red Cross held a blood 
drive on May 4 at the Men-
dota Moose Family Center. 
There were 68 presenting 
donors and 70 good units 
were collected, which was 
a great turnout especially 
considering these uncertain 
times. Everyone’s time and 
donation are greatly appre-
ciated.

Volunteers for the day 
were Sandy Schroeder, Mar-
gy Frey, Peg Mathesius-Cer-

veny, Lori Schlesinger, Kristi 
Carroll and Lori Simonton. 

Mendota Subway again 
donated sandwiches for the 
donor luncheon. Black Bros. 
also donated sandwiches and 
chips to the drive.

The next bloodmobile 
will be held on Tuesday, June 
29 at the Mendota Moose 
Family Center. 

If you would like to make 
an appointment or have 
questions, please call Lori 
at (815) 866-3582.

Stage 212 to hold outdoor 
Children’s Camp June 14-18

LA SALLE - Stage 212 is offering a children’s summer 
camp at Pulaski Park in LaSalle early this summer. The camp 
will meet from 10-11:30 a.m. June 14-18 and is for students 
entering grades 2-8 in the fall. Camp activities include 
tye-dyeing shirts, theater improv games, and learning music 
and monologues. Masks will be required for the camp. The 
cost of the camp is $60.

For more information, visit Stage 212 online at stage212.
org or e-mail Stage212Secretary@gmail.com. Pre-registration 
is required for the camp; deadline is Monday, June 7. Regis-
tration may be completed online at stage212.org. 
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Everett W. Olmstead 
Wilma J. Olmstead

EARLVILLE - Everett W. 
Olmstead, 83, of Earlville passed 
away April 18, 2020 and Wilma J. 
Olmstead, 81, passed away May 14, 
2021 at their residence surrounded 
by their loving family.

Visitation for Everett and Wilma 
will be from 4 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 29 followed by a memorial ser-
vice at 7 p.m. at Gladfelter-Roetker 
Funeral Home in Ottawa. Masonic 
rites by Marseilles Lodge #417 
A.F. & A.M. will be conducted at 
6:45 p.m.

Everett was born Feb. 4, 1937 
in Ottawa to Howard and Dorothy 
(Eastergord) Olmstead. Wilma was 
born Sept. 10, 1939 in Mendota to 
Howard and Wenona (Peve) Whip-
ple. They were married on May 22, 
1960 at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Mendota.  

Survivors include their daughters, LeAnne Meiners of 
Oglesby, Julie (Robert, Jr.) Hoover of Earlville and Wanda 
Rohl of Peru; grandchildren, Stephanie (Travis) Skul-Wassell, 
Cas (Amber Wheeler) Siler, Mason Kember, Austin Kember, 
Jacob Meiners, Clayton Olmstead and Tyler Rohl; and five 
great-grandchildren. Everett leaves a sister, Mavis (Donald) 
LeBeau of Mesa, Ariz. and Wilma leaves a sister, JoAnne 
(David) Sondgeroth of Mendota.  

Both were preceded in death by their parents.
Everett was a 1955 graduate of Serena High School. He 

was a member of Marseilles Masonic Lodge 417 and a past 
Worshipful Master of Freedom Lodge 194 AF&AM. Both 
were lifelong members of the Harding United Methodist 
Church. Everett proudly served his country in the U.S. Army 
Reserves. He was a farmer and operated Olmstead Trucking 
and was an avid collector of John Deere toy tractors. Everett 
and Wilma were bus drivers for Community Unit District #2 
for many years. Wilma had been employed as a rural carrier 
for the U.S. Postal Service in Seneca and Ottawa and was 
a member of Job’s Council Bethel 52. Everett and Wilma 
dearly loved their family and will be deeply missed.

Memorial contributions may be directed to Marseilles 
Masonic Lodge #417 or Harding United Methodist Church. 
To share a memory, please visit www.gladfelter-roetker.com. 
or Gladfelter-Roetker Funeral Home on Facebook.
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BODY
SHOP

QUALITY REPAIR WORK
SINCE 1948

1213 Meriden St., Mendota, IL

539-7010We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week.

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Top of Graves Hume Library Winner - Jean Polley

Where is it…

in Mendota?

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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Notice of 
Annual Meeting

 

Mendota Cemetery
Association

 
All lot owners 

invited to attend
 

Wed., June 9, 2021
6:30 pm

Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 West Main St Mendota

Weather permitting, 
meeting outside, bring a chair. 

MASKS MUST BE WORN.
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Our Family Protecting Your Family

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

We support local FFA chapters 
and all your efforts to educate and 
help future ag leaders put down 
tomorrow’s roots.

Trust in Tomorrow.®
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THEIR SACRIFICE 
OUR REMEMBRANCE

OUR FAMILY PROTECTING 
YOUR FAMILY

As we enjoy a long weekend, remember those 
that gave everything for the freedoms we enjoy.
Please join a local event honoring the sacrifice 
made by our military members and their families 
for our country.

Matt Henkel 
BYRON - Matt Henkel, 42, of 

Byron, formerly of Sublette and 
Amboy died May 19, 2021 with his 
family by his side. 

At Matt’s request, his body will 
be cremated, and there will be no 
services. Matt felt fortunate to 
have been able to spend the past 
year celebrating his life in large 
and small ways with his friends 
and family that he loved so much. 
Cancer taught Matt many lessons about the value of time, 
and he would much prefer everyone use the hours that would 
have been spent attending services to make memories with 
family, volunteer or engage in a random act of kindness to 
brighten someone else’s day. Arrangements were handled by 
the Jones Funeral Home in Dixon.

Matt was born Feb. 18, 1979 in Mendota to Paul and Su-
san Henkel. He married his high school sweetheart, Cammie 
Cook, in 2002.

Survivors include his wife; one son, Ashton; two daugh-
ters, Claire and Mara; his parents, Paul and Sue Henkel of 
Sublette; two sisters, Rachel (Andrew) Tarr of Amboy and 
Sarah (Ken) Gehant of Compton; his grandmothers, Patricia 
Syskowski of Mendota and Betty Henkel of Sublette; many 
aunts, uncles, and cousins; his in-laws, Les and Deb Cook 
of Amboy, Jenny and Scott Full of Amboy, and Breann and 
Brian Welker of Dixon; and nine nieces and nephews whom 
he loved dearly. 

He was preceded in death by a younger sister, Catharine 
Henkel; his grandfathers, Stan Syskowski and Cletus Henkel; 
and an uncle, David Henkel.

Matt was raised in Sublette and spent the majority of his 
life raising his family in Amboy before moving to Byron. He 
graduated from Amboy High School in 1997 and from Illinois 
State University in 2001. His love of golf led him to a career 
in course management. He started as an intern at the Byron 
Forest Preserve and was promoted to assistant superintendent 
before realizing his dream of becoming superintendent of 
PrairieView Golf Course in 2010. In 2018, he assumed the 
role of general manager/superintendent before cancer tragi-
cally cut his career short. Matt embraced technology in the 
golf industry and was instrumental in bringing PrairieFire 
to life. When he could no longer work, it brought him great 
joy and pride to view the daily usage reports and know that 
so many people were spending quality time together and 
enjoying his dream.

Matt fought a courageous 13-year battle with brain cancer 
and spent his last few months participating in a clinical trial 
in hope of advancing the cause of conquering GBM. He 
fought this battle with an unbelievable amount of love and 
support from family, friends, co-workers and the community. 
He was a beloved father, son, uncle, brother, boss and friend 
to many and will be remembered for his smile, kindhearted 
nature, and willingness to help out anyone. He was truly 
humbled by the many acts of kindness and love showered 
upon him and his family and wanted everyone to know how 
much he appreciated all that was done to support his fight 
over the years. He was especially grateful to the caregivers 
at Serenity Hospice for their flexibility, understanding and 
compassion and also to Bridgette Oester and Jones Funeral 
home, who were instrumental in coordinating the donation 
of Matt’s brain to the NIH Brain Bank at UCLA.

Memorials may be directed to the Matt Henkel Fund at 
First National Bank in Amboy to be used for his children’s 
college education, the Wee One Foundation, or the donor’s 
choice. The omission of flowers is requested. Online condo-
lences can be left at www.thejonesfh.com. 

12 credits in either EW1 & 
EW2, EW3 & EW4, or EW5 
& EW6.

Dean’s List - Garret Patti 
of Compton has been named 

to the SNHU Dean’s List. 
Full-time students who earn 
a minimum 3.50 to 3.699 
GPA are included. 

SNHU is a private, non-
profit institution with an 
88-year history. 

Briefs
Continued from Page A2

Memorial 
Day Services 
scheduled

COMPTON – The Comp-
ton-West Brooklyn Ameri-
can Legion Post #657 will 
hold two Memorial Day Ser-
vices on Monday, May 31.

The first service will be-
gin at 10 a.m. at Melugins 
Grove Cemetery.

The second service will 
begin at 11 a.m. at West 
Brooklyn Cemetery.

Those in attendance are 
encouraged to bring their 
torn flags for disposal.

Paw Paw School Board District 271
PAW PAW - Rachael DeSpain, program director of the 

Tri-County Opportunities Council Head-Start program, 
presented information about the Early-Head-Start and Head-
Start services for our area. Early Head Start (EHS) programs 
serve infants and toddlers under the age of 3, and pregnant 
women. Head-Start provides comprehensive early childhood 
education, health, nutrition, and parent involvement services 
for children ages 3-5. 

DeSpain requested use of one of the school’s classrooms 
for a self-contained learning environment in which they 
would offer services for approximately 18 children, Monday 
through Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. during the school 
year. She explained that their program is federally-funded 
and self-insured. They would need use of a classroom, the 
washrooms, gym, and a kitchen facility, which they would 
be responsible for maintaining.

There was a renewed discussion about how our high school 
students’ Activity Funds should be used. It was suggested that 
they put it to the students involved for a vote.

An overview of the Five Essentials for Learning Survey 
was discussed. The Five Essentials are Ambitious Instruc-
tion, Effective Leaders, Collaborative Teachers, Supportive/
Safe Environment, and Involved Families. The responses of 
teacher, parents and students was noted on how successful 
each of those responding groups felt the goals were being 
addressed and met.

Dr. Kim Suedback brought up the possibility of offering 
an after-school enrichment program for the students.

The board discussed the FY22 working budget. Dr. Ep-
person mentioned that the budget for next year looks good 
at this point.

Brooke Schoenholz and Leah Cunniff presented an idea 
that they provide before-and-after school activities for our 
students, sponsored by the non-profit Boys & Girls Club. 
They requested the use of a classroom, the gym, kitchen 
facilities, and cafeteria. They wish to offer before-and-after 
school snacks, art classes and other activities for the children. 
The board took their information under advisement, and will 
make a decision after a formal proposal is submitted.

A grant from the ROE IL-Empower was received for 
school improvement. The grant money will be used to con-
tract professional development services for the staff, provide 
intervention services for students, and employ an instructional 
coach to provide professional development at the school.

The board briefly discussed the Illinois Association of 
School Board’s Return-to-Learn document that included areas 
for consideration as schools prepare for the 2021-22 school 
year. Dr. Epperson mentioned that it is very difficult to plan 
when the new IDPH/ISBE guidelines related to COVID have 
not been released yet. At Paw Paw, the plan is to return to a 
full school day with in-person instruction.

The board discussed options for summer school. At this 
time, the district is planning to provide summer school options 
for students who need additional work in order to be promoted.

The board discussed a learning platform called the Acellus 
Learning Accelerator. The platform includes a number of 
components including STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering, Math) activities and classes that are difficult for 
small schools to offer. The administrators are trying to set 
up a demonstration for us to learn more about the platform.

The board approved a nursing services contract for the 
upcoming school year.

Teacher aide staffing for next year was discussed. The 
district will likely need two additional teacher aide positions 
in addition to one aide position that already exists. A large 
kindergarten class of 18 or more is expected for the coming 
school year. The administration will be posting these aide 
positions and seeking applications.

The Paw Paw School Board meets the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. in the junior high library. The public 
is welcome to attend.

PAW PAW
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, May 28
Shrimp Trio

Fried • Grilled • Baked

Saturday, May 29
BBQ Ribs

(full menu both nights)

Wednesday Night is
Family Style Chicken Night!

Includes spaghetti, potato & salad

05172021

Sign up for Gold Rush Gaming! 
Super Cash Giveaway!

1st place - $50,000! Through May.

STRONGEST IN THE INDUSTRY
• Northern Maple Hardwood  

Frame on all Stress Points
• Double Doweled at Stress Points
• Reinforced Mitre Blocks
• Stapled and Glued

STABILITY & SUPPORT
Adjustable Anti-Skid Feet

SOFT TO THE TOUCH
with numerous durable fabric options

EXTREME COMFORT TECHNOLOGY
• Patented Positioning
• Hand Blown Dacron Fill
• Pocketed Coil Seating Systems

AMERICAN MADE QUALITY
Manufactured in Old Forge, PA

Visit your local Authorized UltraComfort™ Retailer

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue &Wed 9-5 

Thurs Closed • Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4 09162019

*FARM & COUNTRY PRIMITIVES 
ESTATE AUCTION*

Saturday June 5th Starting at 9:30 a.m.

In Order To Settle The Estate Of Leonard & Vivian Nelson, The Following, Country 
& Farm Primitives Will Be Sold At No Reserve To The Highest Bidder At Auction 
Located On Site At 3045 Fairview Drive, Malta, Illinois. Just 2 miles south of
Malta on The Malta-Shabbona Blacktop. Watch For Almburg Auction Signs off 
Rt. 38 and 2nd Street, Malta. Auctioneers Note: Leonard & Vivian were life long 
residents and farmers in the Malta area for over 75 years, with many farm items 
going back several generations being sold to the highest bidder at this auction. 
Very large assortment of farm primitives, collectibles, tools, antique furniture, trunks, 
area memorabilia, miscellaneous items along with 2 Rumley Oil- Pull tractors and a 
large original, unrestored Pedal Tractor/ Pedal Car collection.
The Rumleys will sell at 12 NOON, followed by the Pedal Tractor/Pedal Car 
Collection. 
Rumley Oil-Pull 50-30 tractor, Y98-Type Y; all original and complete to the best of 
our knowledge. Stored inside in the same location over 50 years. Engine turns over.
Rumley-Oil Pull 30-20 tractor, W996; all original and complete to the best of our 
knowledge. Stored inside in the same location over 50 years. Engine turns over.
Over 40 total Pedal Tractors and Pedal Cars, unrestored, that have been hanging 
in the sheds for decades. Go to the almburgauctions.com Website for pictures of 
each one. **Live internet bidding thru Hi-Bid on the Rumley’s and Pedal toys 
only. Check our website for complete online listing with pictures, including 
terms, shipping/handling charges. Get registered with Hi-Bid before the 
auction.
We will have several hay racks loaded with farm primitives and country collectibles 
featuring cloth seed corn bags; wooden pulleys; lanterns; butter churns; iron and 
cast iron implement seats; old steam engine type oil cans; old fuel and oil cans; 
milk cans; old watch fobs; old door knobs; granite ware; lightning rod tripods, single 
and double trees; hand cistern water pumps; barn hayloft fork trolley; hay grapples; 
wooden dynamite and explosive boxes (empty of course!); several DeKalb Dairy 
wooden 30 bottle milk crates for quart bottles; other old advertising wooden crates; 
hand corn planters &; old hand crank seed graders & hand shellers; copper boilers; 
ice tongs; old trunks; walking plow; primitive pine cabinets and parts cubbie; 
old oak and pine chairs; antique hand wrenches; lots of hand tools; small anvil; 
grinders; large buzz saw blades; misc power tools; lots of old dimensional lumber; 
old truck running gear; pull-type sickle mower; McCormick-Deering F-20 Tractor, 
not running; old welder; chains pins, hooks; old stock rack; newer 60 gal. upright air 
compressor; newer Toro push mower with rear bagger; large iron and scrap pile. 
Not many auctions like this around anymore.
**Very large assortment of the Nelson family’s handwoven rugs, table runners 
and placemats will also be available for purchase onsite! If you don’t get the 
tractor, primitive or collectible you want, you can go home with a handwoven rug 
or two, for sure! Terms: Cash, Checks, Credit Cards with 3% convenience fee 
added to all charge card usage. Almburg Auctioneering will provide free loader 
service. Bring your trucks and trailers. Not Responsible For Accidents, Injury or 
Theft. Dekalb County Health Department Covid-19 Guidelines will be followed.

Estate of Leonard & Vivian Nelson

Almburg Auctioneering
Malta, IL • 815-739-3703
Steve, Andrew, Adam

Check out the pictures on website www.almburgauctions.com

Next, assistant principal 
Tyler Pearce presented the 
Class of 2021, after which 
each student was granted 
their certificate of promotion 
by superintendent Dr. Kris-
ten School, board president 
Theresa Komitas and Daley.

The ceremony ended with 
the recessional, Chorale & 
Recessional.

Members of the Class of 
2021 are:

Eric Aranda, Aiden Arjes, 
Fernando Arteaga, Gabriel 
Arteaga, Jorge Arteaga, 
Noemi Arteaga, Samantha 
Ascensio, Alivia Avila, Mar-
co Balcazar, Makenzie Bean, 
Ava Beetz, Shelby Bentley, 
Ryn Booth, James Bradley, 
Ashley Caracheo, David 
Casas, Conner Chambers, 
Dejuan Colon Jr., Katelyn 
Cook, Jaxon Cooper;

Karina Coronel, Ella 
Coss, Nathaniel DeWaele, 
Sofia Duarte, Gavin Elston, 
Cameron Escatel, Jasmin 
Escatel, Jesus Escobar, Ivan 
Espinoza, Aidan Fisher, 
Jacqueline Flores, Braiden 
Freeman, Ashley Garcia, 
Crystal Garcia, Jack Gilles-
pie, Joseph Gomez, Heaven 
Gonzalez, Rosa Gonzalez, 
Claire Hanson, Loralie Hart;

Jocee Haun, Jose Her-
mosillo, Kayla Hernandez, 
Lidia Hernandez, Jose Her-
nandez-Zavala, Quin Hol-
land, Kaleb Houle, Horacio 
Huizar, Juliana Kappes, 
Andrianna Karahalios, Cam-
eron Kelly, Anthony Kelson, 
Aiden Kent-Tucker, Christo-
pher Kimes, Kennedy Knaff, 
Dessa Komitas, Cameron 
Kordick, Brandon Leadley, 
Eric Lopez, Luis Magallanes;

Guadalupe Maldona-
do, Logan Martin, Samuel 
Matura, Evan McPheeters, 
Damian Medina, Gregoria 
Mendez, Travis Mumm, 
Shairy Negron, Brisa Nunez, 
Leonard Oregon, Nevaeh 
Orozco, Sophia Pappas, 
Gresy Patel, Heli Patel, Joel 
Price, Diego Raya, Nicholas 
Reyes, Domenic Richey, 
Brenna Rummery, Reyli 
Sandoval;

Lissette Sandoval, Noe 
Sarabia, Jason Schroeder, 
Maybrianna Schultz, An-
gilberto Serrano, Quinn 
Sheaves, Kaley Siemer, 
Brielle Smith, Joshua Sond-
geroth, Wyatt Sondgeroth, 
Madison Sproston, Sebastian 
Stadler, Lea Turner, Gabriel 
Vallejo, Erick Vasquez, 
Anastacio Vazquez, Faith 
Villegas, Rhett Watson, 
Anthony Wilmoth, Jillian 
Younger.

Northbrook
Continued from Page A1

Acting Illinois Trans-
portation Secretary Omer 
Osman said the projects 
outlined in this plan are more 
than just projects. 

“They will be the means 
for us to ensure our trans-
portation system in Illinois 
is reliable, safe, and provides 
economic opportunity for 
everyone in Illinois – our 
guiding principle,” Osman 
said. “We will do so in a 
way that provides equity, 
and with a workforce that 
reflects the diversity in our 
greatest state, it remains the 
blueprint for how we rebuild 
Illinois.”

For the upcoming fiscal 
year 2022, approximate-
ly $3.32 billion has been 
identified to fund highway 
improvement projects.  

Currently, some of the 
projects through Rebuild 
Illinois include a $173 mil-
lion multi-year investment 
in Interstate 57, which will 
continue next year and run 
in segments through 2027, 
over $90 million worth of 
improvements to Interstate 
55, and $40 million into 
Interstate 80 in northeastern 
Illinois, “making the road 
smoother and safer amidst 
the region’s exploding in-

“The choices are really 
clear,” Harris said. “We’re 
either going to have to find 
ways to cut to fill that hole, 
or we’re going to have to 
review the proposals that 
the governor made to close 
corporate tax loopholes on 
wealthy individuals and 
corporations. Some mix of 
those will be required.”

In February, Pritzker 
proposed filling the budget 
hole with about $1.5 billion 
in revenue enhancements 
that included closing what 
he called “corporate tax loop-
holes,” but which Republi-
cans prefer to call “business 
incentives.”

So far, however, law-
makers have not appeared 
anxious to take up Pritzker’s 
tax proposals, at least until 
they have a clearer idea of 
how big of a budget hole 
needs to be filled.

“I think there’s a number 
of things that the governor 
has proposed that we’ve 
asked members to take a 
deep dive and to be mind-
ful of to think about how it 
would affect their constit-
uents vis-à-vis the overall 
state budget. We remain 
very, very invested in trying 
to get a responsible budget 
to the governor’s desk,” 
said Rep. Michael Za-
lewski, D-Riverside, who 
chairs the House Revenue 
Committee.

Pritzker’s budget plan 

termodal logistical growth,” 
Pritzker said. 

A full list of the projects 
can be found on IDOT’s 
website. 

Pritzker said the multi-
year plan will build on prog-
ress made over the past two 
years, noting Rebuild Illinois 
has already improved over 
2,700 miles of state and local 
roadways and 290 bridges 
since its 2019 passage. 

“In every project we’ve 
made hundreds of safety 
improvements along the 
way, enhancing right of 
way accessibility, funding 
railroad crossing safety 
improvements and targeting 
locations tied to crashes, to 
keep everyone as safe as 
possible along their travels,” 
Pritzker said. 

While the state’s gas tax 
is a major contributor to road 
and bridge projects, it has 
seen a “significant” reduc-
tion in revenue because of 
decreased consumption as a 
result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, according to IDOT. 

IDOT said in its High-
way Improvement Program 
report that the decrease 
was somewhat offset by 
the Coronavirus Response 
and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, one of 
the federal COVID relief 

packages passed in 2021, 
which allocated $353 million 
to IDOT. 

Of the federal COVID-19 
relief funds that went to 
IDOT, $227 million is in-
cluded in the state highway 
program, the IDOT re-
port stated. The remaining 
COVID relief funds will 
go toward the multi-year 
program for additional road 
and bridge projects. 

IDOT officials said that 
while the past year has been 
a challenge, projects stayed 
on schedule and they did not 
have to make any pandem-
ic-related cuts. 

Pritzker also announced 
that Amtrak will resume 
full passenger rail service 
starting July 19. 

The Chicago-Milwaukee 
partnership with Wisconsin 
will resume next week, while 
the routes connecting Chi-
cago to Quincy, Carbondale 
and St. Louis will operate at 
full capacity by the mid-July 
date. 

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

was drafted before Con-
gress passed the American 
Rescue Plan, which will 
send about $8.1 billion in 
fiscal relief to the state. But 
the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment is still in the process of 
finalizing rules for how that 
money can be spent, and 
Harris cautioned against 
trying to use it to fill the 
state’s ongoing structural 
budget deficit.

“We know that this is an 
amount of money that can 
be spent over the course of 
four years, so we have to 
be very thoughtful as how 
we spend it over a period of 
time,” he said. “We know 
it’s largely one-time money. 
So I think we’re all going 
to want to look at it really 
carefully to be sure that 
we’re not building this into 
a base that then there would 
be a cliff when this money 
expired.”

State and local gov-
ernments also stand to 
receive significant federal 
aid. According to Harris, 
the federal law will send 
about $5.9 billion to Illi-
nois cities and towns, $5 
billion to public schools, 
$1.3 billion to colleges and 
universities, $1.7 billion for 
public health programs, and 
$1.35 billion for child care 
and Head Start programs.

The Treasury Depart-
ment has published interim 
rules that outline general 
categories of spending that 
qualify under the law. They 

include responding to the 
public health emergency 
or its negative economic 
impacts; providing premi-
um pay to essential work-
ers during the pandemic; 
making up for revenue lost 
due to the pandemic; and 
investing in water, sewer or 
broadband infrastructure.

The interim rules also 
say the funds may not be 
used for funding pension 
plans or paying down debt.

Pritzker and Comptroller 
Susana Mendoza have said 
Illinois should be allowed 
to use the money to repay 
short-term loans the state 
took out from the Federal 
Reserve during the pan-
demic, and they have urged 
federal officials to make 
that change when the final 
rules are published in July.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Plan
Continued from Page A1

Revenue
Continued from Page A1

OGLESBY – Personnel moves and the approval of 
an advanced cannabis production certificate were the 
focus of the May 13 Illinois Valley Community College 
board meeting.

Trustees approved the 10-credit, one-semester cer-
tificate to provide students with cannabis business 
proficiency. 

Courses include Advanced Cannabis Production, 
Introduction to Agricultural Business Management and 
Greenhouse Management. Cannabis science, business 
practices and legal compliance will be emphasized in 
the fall program.

In personnel action, the board approved the retirement 
of Vice President for Academic Affairs Deborah Anderson 
effective Dec. 31. 

Anderson, hired in 2014, said her tenure was “incredi-
bly rewarding” as Academic Affairs completed a division 
reorganization, an academic plan, added programs in 
agriculture, cybersecurity and Medical Assistant, and 
developed an enhancement plan for struggling career 
and technical programs.

Trustees also approved the retirement of computer 
networking instructor Gina Elias after more than 31 years. 

In her retirement letter, Elias said, “I have had such 
wonderful students and have enjoyed watching them 
progress from struggling with a new, complicated topic 
to graduating with knowledge, ability and skills necessary 
to work in an ever-changing field.”

The board also approved:
• The resignation of Director of Admissions Quintin 

Overocker effective June 30. “I have been incredibly for-
tunate to work at IVCC for the past 5.5 years,” Overocker 
said. “I’ve had the privilege of working and becoming 
close friends with so many good, kind, and caring people 
in Student Services and across the college, all of whom 
share the same purpose: giving students access to higher 
education.”

• A one-year contract extension for President Jerry 
Corcoran. 

• The hiring of nursing instructors Christina Boughton 
and Samantha Whiteaker, agriculture instructor Caitlinn 
Hubbell and mathematics instructor Emily Morgan.

• The resignation of nursing instructor Nora Hamilton 
effective June 1. 

• Closed session meeting minutes from April 8.  
In other business, trustees approved:
• Hiring Sikich, LLP for auditing services for 2021, 

2022 and 2023. Year one cost is $39,500, year two 
$40,685, and year three $41,950.

• Purchase of a 2021 Ford F-350 truck with a dump 
box and plow for $58,870.

Board members learned:
• Assessment Center coordinator Sarah Trager and cus-

todian Ben Simpson have been granted leaves of absence. 
• Part-time Early Childhood Education instructor 

Lynne Weber is retired May 15 after nearly 24 years. 
“I have enjoyed working with all the amazing students, 
administrators, teachers and staff and will miss you all,” 
Weber said. 

• Longtime astronomy instructor Kevin Corrigan 
is retiring. In a message to Corrigan, Dean of Natural 
Sciences and Business Ron Groleau said, “You have 
been a true asset to our division and college over these 
past 30-plus years. I appreciate your willingness and 
flexibility to always work with students. You always put 
their learning first.”

• Administrative assistant in counseling Becky Biers 
resigned May 12. “It has been a pleasure working with 
you and the IVCC staff the past 6-7 years,” Biers said in 
a message to Vice President for Student Services Mark 
Grzybowski. 

• Enrollment assistant Samantha Manahan resigned 
May 5. In a message to Overocker, she said, “I want to 
thank you for this opportunity and for all the fun we’ve 
had in the department.”

• In a letter, the City of Oglesby requested a pre-an-
nexation agreement to allow it to lease a parcel of college 
property southwest of campus for a solar farm. 

• Corcoran said parts of the college’s vision to create 
the Central Illinois Manufacturing Academy with three 
other community colleges will be implemented despite 
being denied state funding. “I’m convinced many of the 
activities we envisioned will still come to fruition such 
as the sharing of curriculum and part-time instructors, 
contract training and transitioning to courses that meet 
specific and short-term employer needs.” 

• Prior to meeting with the board’s facilities committee, 
architect Dominick Demonica will meet with employees 
on potential changes to the college’s master plan. They 
include moving dental assisting to a more spacious area 
to accommodate dental hygiene, expansion of the biol-
ogy lab, construction of a mock-courtroom for criminal 
justice, converting the math lab into a nursing simulation 
lab, and building a salt shed.

• Trustee Jane Goetz recognized executive secretary 
Judy Day for 35 years of service and Corcoran for 30 (in 
2020). Goetz said Day “has grown up with us” and said 
Corcoran “exemplifies IVCC’s Core Values” of respon-
sibility, caring, honesty, fairness and respect.

IVCC Board handles
several personnel moves
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Opinions expressed on this page are those 
of the writer or artist. They do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the Reporter manage-
ment or staff.

Letters to the editor should be typed or 
handprinted. They should also be brief. All let-
ters must contain a name, address and tele-
phone number. The editor reserves the right to 
publish, condense, revise or reject any submis-
sions.

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from May 28, 1997.)
By Jessica Nashold

In Mendota, the last week in May 
is usually given over to graduation 
festivities – and so it was in 1992, five 
years ago.

First to receive their diplomas were 
the 20 members of the Holy Cross eighth 
grade. On Sunday, May 24, a Eucharistic 
celebration preceded recognition of the 
graduates. Fr. Richard Fitzsimmons 
was celebrant. Co-celebrants were Fr. 
Jerome Pilon and Fr. Paul Hettinger. 
As homolist, Father Pilon addressed 
the graduates and congregation. Joshua 
Schroeder, class president, expressed 
appreciation on behalf of his classmates.

Graduation ceremonies for the eighth 
grade of Northbrook School were held 
Thursday, May 28 in the high school 
gymnasium. This was a class of 143. 
Valerie Corrigan received the James D. 
Hume Citizenship Award, presented by 
principal Ernie Engstrom. Both Corrig-
an and Sally Koch earned Presidential 
Academic Fitness Awards. American 
Legion Awards were presented to Julie 
Zinke and Eric Duke.

On Friday, May 29, 126 Mendota 
High School seniors were the stars 
in a graduation program that featured 
individual speakers and the distribution 
of numerous awards.

Jennifer Kunz, valedictorian, was 
the first speaker. She was followed by 
Jason Jones, salutatorian, Scott Possley, 
student council president, and Marci 
Zinke, class president.

Principal Robert Cooper introduced 
19 scholarship and award winners. 
Superintendent Michael Duffy then 
presented the Class of 1992 to the Board 
of Education, and Carol Erwin, board 
president, distributed diplomas.

Music by the high school band and 
vocal groups was enjoyed at intervals 
throughout the evening.

***
Memorial Day was observed on May 

25, 1992 at Restland Memorial Gardens.
The Rev. Kurt Ayres, pastor of 

the Church of the Nazarene, gave the 
address and alderman Don Jones repre-
sented the city. Mike Ross was master 
of ceremonies.

The Mendota Veterans Memorial 
Council fired the traditional salute and 
patriotic airs were played by the MHS 

alumni band, directed by Robert Baile.
Prior to the Memorial Day obser-

vance, Mendota area VietNow members 
gathered in Veterans Park to replace the 
POW/MIA flag, which had been “taken 
down by a person or persons unknown.”

Larry Martin, president of VietNow, 
presented the flag to Duane Bodmer, 
commander-elect of Mendota VFW, 
who “ran it up the flagpole.”

This is the third POW/MIA flag 
donated to the city to be used in 
Veterans Park.

***
The grade school board voted to 

adopt a student assistance program. 
A team was to be headquartered at 
Northbrook to help students deal with 
painful problems.

Students who show a need for 
help will be referred by teachers, 
staff members or even other 
students.
To prepare for this responsibility, 

four teachers attended a seminar spon-
sored by the LaSalle County Council 
on Alcohol & Drug Abuse and by the 
Odd Fellows.

***
Carolyn Pollard, owner of Octave’s 

Restaurant on Illinois Avenue, an-
nounced her intention to close on June 
29, 1992. Pollard started as a waitress 
at Octave’s in 1972, working under Rita 
Miller and later Willa Hicks. She bought 
the business from Hicks in 1980.

She has taken the job of head 
cook at Mendota High School.
Most of Pollard’s employees were 

able to find other jobs.
***

The Gardener’s Club of Mendota, 
formerly Men’s Garden Club, sponsored 
a Lawn of the Month competition. The 
award-winning lawn for June 1992 was 
at the home of Bonnie and Bill Gish, 
Sixth Avenue and Third Street.

To be eligible, a lawn had to be cared 
for by the family, not by professionals. 
However, “yard boys” were not consid-
ered to be professional. Garden Club 
members could not compete. Judges in 

1992 were Clarence Bagley, Joe Rollins 
and Earl Zellner.

They often travel more than 50 
miles of Mendota streets looking 
for the lawn that best fits the 
standard.

***
Mendota Woman’s Club marked its 

95th anniversary at the First United 
Methodist Church. Ruth Wedemeyer, 
recording secretary, read minutes from 
the early meetings. The club had been 
organized in 1897 by women who 
desired to learn more about the arts, 
history, literature and science.

Members are still concerned 
about those four subjects.
State president Jackie Pierce and 

district president Helen Knoedler were 
introduced by Helen Faulk, president of 
the Mendota club. The Mendota High 
School Rhythm Express, directed by 
Chris Benson, presented several numbers.

***
Matthew Bauer, on violin, and his 

brother Jonathan, on cello, participated 
in the 20th birthday celebration of Inter-
national Suzuki Association during the 
Memorial Day weekend. The Festival 
Concert was performed May 25, 1992, 
in the Grand Ballroom of the Chicago 
Hilton Towers.

One thousand young musicians 
from North and South America 
and 10 other countries took part.
Matthew was in grade seven and 

Jonathan in grade two at Holy Cross. 
Both were taking private lessons.

***
Andrew J. Wagner, a former Men-

dotan, was a petty office 1st class on 
the guided missile cruiser USS Anzio 
(CG-68) when it was commissioned at 
Norfolk Naval Base on May 2, 1992. 
It was described as 567 feet long and 
“remarkably maneuverable.”

A 21-gun salute was given for 800 
veterans of the World War II battle for 
Anzio Beach, who were in attendance 
at the commissioning ceremony. A del-
egation from the town of Anzio, headed 
by its mayor, was also present.

It was said that 22 Medals of Honor 
were awarded to Americans who served 
at Anzio Beach, the largest number for 
any single battle in the second World 
War. Copies of those medal of honor 
citations were hung aboard the USS 
Anzio. Said Wagner – 

They are a source of inspiration.

Graduations take center stage – 1992
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – A well-intentioned, but really 

dumb, bill pending before the Legislature would 
allow pet shops to sell dogs and cats only if they are 
obtained from a pound or rescue group.

The idea behind House Bill 1711 is to put so-called 
“puppy mills” out of business. 

That’s a noble goal. 
Unfortunately, the measure won’t help a single 

dog or cat and the only establishments it will cause 
to fold are reputable pet stores. 

Under this bill, consumers could buy dogs from 
breeders. But pet stores would be prohibited from 
purchasing from them.

“This bill is being driven by emotion, not facts. 
If this bill passes it will put us out of business,” said 
Ana Soskic, president of Furry Babies, which has pet 
stores in Rockford, Aurora and Lombard. 

Soskic noted that folks who shop at her stores 
usually are looking for a specific dog breed. 

“They want to buy purebred dogs and if our stores 
are getting dogs from animal shelters, we aren’t 
going to be able to provide them with what they 
want,” she said. 

Soskic said she carefully vets the breeders who 
supply to her stores to ensure that all of the puppies 
and kittens have been raised in humane conditions. 
She added she would wholeheartedly support legis-
lation to more stringently regulate breeding facilities.

“I got into this business because I love dogs,” she 
said. “By selling dogs in our stores, we are helping 
customers so they won’t have to drive 700 or 800 
miles to buy directly from breeders. This bill does 
nothing to address the conditions at places where 
animals are born.”

The measure has been approved by the House and 
is pending in the Senate. 

It has drawn opposition from the Illinois State 
Veterinary Medical Association. 

“We support families being able to obtain pets 
from a shelter, animal control, pet stores or private 
breeders,” said Dr. Colleen Lewis, president of the 
state veterinary association. 

“We support consumer choice and this bill limits 
their choices,” she added. “If a family wants to buy 
a specific breed of dog or cat, they should be able to 
buy what is best for their family.” 

Here is how the American Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals defines “puppy mill:” “A 
puppy mill is a large-scale commercial dog breeding 
operation that places profit over the well-being of 
its dogs.”

But this legislation essentially lumps most breeders 
into that category.

There are bad dog breeders out there just like 
there are unethical physicians, sloppy plumbers and 
dishonest accountants. But most breeders, like most 
people in any given profession, do a good job.

In fact, most of the dog breeders I’ve met are 
nice people who love animals and are committed to 
finding them good homes.

I too love animals. And I can’t bear the thought 
of any dog or cat living in less than humane circum-
stances. But that shouldn’t be surprising. I’m the son 
and husband of veterinarians.

Over the years, we have opened our home to 
many animals. 

Some of these creatures have special needs. For 
example, there was the kitten born without eyes that 
we took in and cared for a dozen years.  There was 
the elderly (and grumpy) mongrel we adopted when 
its owner entered hospice care. 

And, yes, over the years we also have bought some 
purebreds from reputable breeders. 

Dog breeders, are mostly mom-and-pop business 
owners. In fact, most of those I know are doing it 
part-time to supplement their income.

I bought Hershey, a Labrador retriever puppy, 
from an older woman in Rio, Ill., who was battling 
multiple sclerosis and living on Social Security.

Despite her physical ailments, she made sure the 
dogs were clean and well-cared for.

In the years after our purchase, she periodically 
would inquire how her “baby” was getting along.

She certainly didn’t get rich raising dogs. But it 
helped her make ends meet. And she found loving 
homes for hundreds of puppies. But the bill before 
the Legislature would prohibit pet stores from buying 
from businesses such as hers.

A better approach for Illinois would be to follow 
Ohio’s example and pass more stringent health 
regulations for animal breeders because the current 
legislation is unfair to reputable breeders, well-run 
pet stores and, most importantly, to consumers who 
want choices.

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist. 
He works as a freelance reporter in the Springfield 
area. Scottreeder1965@gmail.com)

Questionable pet legislation

Curtis Faber, 1405 Lakeview Drive, Mendota.... 538-2855
Joanne McNally, 905 Meadowview, Mendota .... 538-7591

LaSalle County Board

By Rich Lowry
The charge of apartheid is the new blood libel. 
As Hamas rains rockets down on Israel, members of the 

Squad in Congress and other left-wing enemies are using 
the occasion to amplify their accusation that Israel is an 
“apartheid state.”

This is a transparent attempt to delegitimize -- and isolate 
and ultimately destroy -- the Jewish state by associating it 
with a racist regime that the world united to squeeze out of 
existence.

Rashida Tlaib, the Democratic congresswoman from 
Michigan, says that Israel is “promoting racism and dehu-
manization” under an “apartheid system,” and Rep. Ilhan 
Omar of Minnesota refers to “Israel’s apartheid government.”

The charge is given a patina of legitimacy by Human 
Rights Watch, which recently issued a 213-page report de-
voted to the allegation, and other anti-Israel organizations 
that understand the accusation’s potential power to define 
Israel out of the circle of advanced democracies. 

It doesn’t take much moral discernment to understand, even 
if one takes a harshly critical view of how Israel conducts 
itself, that it is nothing like an apartheid regime in South 
Africa that depended on a rigorously enforced system of 
racial repression.

The Arab minority in Israel (about 20% of the population) 
may face obstacles, but it is not treated like black South 
Africans.

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York and her 
ideological compatriots tweeted the other day, “Apartheid 
states aren’t democracies,” which nailed the point, just not 
the way they intended.

Israel is a democracy that affords its Arab citizens full 
rights. They vote in elections and Arab parties sit in parlia-
ment. These parties obviously have a profoundly different 
worldview than the Zionist parties, which has been a barrier 
preventing cooperation between them. But this year, in a 
first, Arab parties were part of the negotiations over forming 
a new government before they broke down.

Arab Israelis are full participants in Israeli society. There 
are Arab justices on the Supreme Court. About 20% of doctors 

in Israel and about half of pharmacists are Arab. Roughly 
17% of students seeking an undergraduate degree are Arab, 
a number has roughly doubled over the last decade. 

As Steve Kramer of The Times of Israel puts it, “They 
arguably are the most free Arabs in the Middle East.”

Then, there are the Palestinian territories, where there 
is a marked lack of democracy courtesy of the Palestinians 
themselves.

Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas, who is still serving 
a four-year term that began about 15 years ago, cancelled 
new elections scheduled for May 22. He found a way to 
blame Israel for this move, of course, but the bottom line is 
that his party, Fatah, feared Hamas would win, as it did in 
the last Palestinian election back in 2006.

The Palestinians have made postponing elections into 
a high political art, in keeping with the lack of democratic 
accountability in other neighboring Arab states.

How Israel should handle the threat of another terror 
state devoted to its destruction arising on its borders is, any 
fair-minded person should concede, an inherently difficult 
question.

It has offered the Palestinians a state twice, in 2000 and 
2008, to no avail.

Israel evacuated the Gaza Strip entirely in 2005. It can’t 
be blamed for Hamas winning the elections in 2006, taking 
over Gaza in a coup against Fatah a year later, and misgov-
erning the territory ever since, with an emphasis on using it 
as a base from which to wage war against Israel.

Much is made of its border controls in Gaza and the West 
Bank, but a border isn’t a denial of citizenship rights, rather a 
demarcation between two societies. If the Palestinians would 
ever accept the right of Israel to exist and embrace a program 
of peaceful development, they’d get their own sovereign state.

Instead, they want to wipe Israel from the map, and are 
getting an assist from purveyors of the malicious lie that Israel 
is morally indistinguishable from the old, racist South Africa. 

 
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

No, Israel is not an apartheid state
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EDMUND CHARLES ROBINSON SR.
Dec. 18. 1922 - March 6, 1990

Thank you for the wonderful days we 
shared together. My prayers will be with 

you until we meet again.

Your loving family

MYRTLE ELIZABETH SPROWL
MEESKE EAMES Jan. 2, 1918 - July 28, 1978

Your loving family

Thank you for the wonderful days we 
shared together. My prayers will be with 

you until we meet again.

NELLIE MAE HENRY
July 5, 1896 - May 15, 1984

Forever missed, never forgotten.
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Your loving family

JUDITH M. STIEL
March 22, 1941 - April 21, 2021

Alan Stiel

Thank you for the wonderful days we 
shared together. My prayers will be with 

you until we meet again.

ARNOLD LARSEN
June 21, 1930 - April 21, 2021

Robert Larsen

Thank you for the wonderful days we 
shared together. Like the summer of 1992 when 

we were building the house for our brother. 
My prayers will be with you until 

we meet again.

DAVID PILLER
March 4, 1945 - Aug. 6, 2020

The days may come and go, but the times 
we shared will always remain.

Marilyn Piller

RONALD VAESSEN
July 19, 1940 - July 31, 2020

Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold 
you in the palm of His hand.

Ruth Ann, Julie, Jared & families

ROBERT DANCEY
June 20, 1921 - Nov. 26, 2005

Your were a light in our life
that burns forever in our hearts.

Your loving family

JERRY SHANNON
July 4, 1927 - Nov. 23, 2020

We hold you in our thoughts 
and memories forever.

From your loving family

JERRY SHANNON
July 4, 1927 - Nov. 23, 2020

We hold you in our thoughts 
and memories forever.

From your loving family

JERRY SHANNON
July 4, 1927 - Nov. 23, 2020

We hold you in our thoughts 
and memories forever.

From your loving family

SHERRY CATHERINE 
BIERWIRTH VEITH

Aug. 12, 1956 - May 16, 1997

You were a light in our life
that burns forever in our hearts.

Your loving family

JOHN ELMER HENRY
April 25, 1890 - Feb. 25, 1965

Forever missed, never forgotten.
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

From your loving family

In Loving Memory

ROSIE SHANNON
July 1, 1928 - Aug. 19, 2012

May the light of peace shine
on your face for eternity.

From your loving family

HOWARD IRVING EAMES
June 7, 1918 - Dec. 21, 2006

The days may come and go,
but the times we shared will always remain.

Your loving family

ROBERT (BOB) W. STEVENS
Oct. 28, 1948 - Sept. 9, 2019

Forever missed, never forgotten. 
May God hold you in the palm of His hand 

until we meet again

Bryan, Shelli, Nick & Michael Henderson

NANCY SCHIEFELBEIN
Nov. 16, 1936 - Oct. 9, 2017

Forever missed, never forgotten.
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

The Schiefelbein family

BRADLEY MARK PHALEN
March 5, 1952 - May 25, 2020

We hold you in our
thoughts and memories forever.

Love, your family



Wednesday, May 26, 2021A8 • The Mendota Reporter

LOCAL AND AREA

INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

~ New Y App & Rewards Program
~ Youth & Adult Activities
~ FREE Group Exercise Classes
~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates
~ Young Adult Memberships
~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

417 US-34 • Mendota  

(815)538-4800
Mon-Sat: 8-5 • Sun: 11-4

Garden Center  
& Custom  

Landscape Design

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd Saturday - 
1/2 Off

www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 
agents in 

your area!

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

1200 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-9394

Family owned & operated since 1893.
2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500

BUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARD

OGLESBY – The Illinois Valley 
Society for Human Resource Man-
agement (IVSHRM) has established 
a scholarship with the Illinois Valley 
Community College Foundation for 
IVCC sophomores pursuing a career 
in human resources.

The Illinois Valley SHRM Future 
Human Resources Leader Scholarship 
will be aimed at assisting students living 
in-district who’ve obtained at least a 3.0 
GPA and have demonstrated an interest 
in human resources in ways such as 
membership in SHRM, volunteerism or 
work experience in HR or attendance 
at an HR workshop.

NAF Axles North America of Morris 
matched the chapter’s $500 contribution 
to enable the first award to be a mini-

mum of $1,000 next fall. The chapter is 
already actively seeking and receiving 
donations to grow the fund, which may 
allow for larger grants, and/or more than 
one annual student award, in the future.

Illinois Valley SHRM President 
Heather Hammitt of Spring Valley 
praised NAF. 

“NAF Axles North America has long 
supported the mission of Illinois Valley 
SHRM, and we couldn’t be more pleased 
to partner with them on our inaugural 
scholarship,” Hammitt said. 

“Many of us, myself included, are 
graduates of IVCC, and we understand 
the critical role it plays not only in 
developing future leaders but also in 
helping make the Illinois Valley more 
attractive to current and prospective 

employers,” she said.
“Behind every successful busi-

ness in our community is a top-notch 
workforce, and strong human resource 
leaders help make that happen.”

The chapter, which currently has over 
70 members, welcomes HR and non-
HR professionals from all industries, 
experience levels and backgrounds.

“Whether you are new to HR or 
have many years of experience, we are 
a local starting point for networking, 
information, professional development 
and continued support of excellence in 
human resources,” Hammitt said.

For more information on IVSHRM, 
visit ivshrm.shrm.org or contact Ham-
mitt via email at h.hammitt@comcast.
net.

Left to right, are IVCC President Jerry Corcoran, Illinois Valley SHRM representatives Jennifer Sowers, President 
Heather Hammitt and Michelle Story. (Photo contributed)

IVCC establishes human resources scholarship 

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College’s 
Mu Alpha chapter of the Sigma Kappa Delta English 
Honor Society for two-year colleges recently inducted 
over 60 students at its biennial induction ceremony via 
Zoom. (SKD’s last induction was in spring 2019.)

Among the students recognized were:
Janet Varela of Mendota, Spring 2021; Jo’Hanna 

Hass of Mendota, Fall 2020; Bethany A. Pond of Van 
Orin, Fall 2020; Joel Escatel, Ilian Hernandez, Debra 
Johnson, Tristan Joyce, and Diana Nanez of Mendota, 
Spring 2020; Will Flanagan of La Moille, Spring 2020; 
Sarah Westphal of Earlville, Spring 2020; Adrian Espi-
noza of Mendota, Fall 2019.

Madeleine M. Hunter of Standard is the chapter’s 
Fall 2020-Spring 2021 officer, vice-president and public 
relations person. Officers for Fall 2019-Spring 2020 were 
Summer Stueckrad of LaSalle, president, Garret Shan 
of Oglesby, vice-president, Nik Muzzarelli of LaSalle, 
treasurer and Alyssa King of Marseilles, historian. 

Headquartered in Decatur, Ala., SKD has 127 chap-
ters nationwide to recognize and reward outstanding 
achievement in English language and literature, provide 
cultural stimulation and promote interest in English on 
two-year campuses and the communities they serve, 
and foster English in all its aspects, including creative 
and critical writing.

IVCC English Honor
Society inducts over 60

MENDOTA – It is un-
lawful to burn any mate-
rials other than small and 
dried quantities of branches, 
leaves, weeds or grass at 
any time. The burning of 
any material such as rubber, 
tires, leather, tar paper, old 
batteries or any material that 
emits an offensive odor when 
burned is unlawful within the 
city limits of Mendota.

Limited amounts of 
yard waste material may be 
burned provided the material 
is dry and does not create an 
offensive odor, nuisance or 
fire hazard due to excessive 
high winds. Combustible 

yard waste material may be 
kindled from 10 a.m. through 
4 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays only. All fires 
must be constantly tended 
by a competent person, 
until such fire is properly 
extinguished. The continued 
smoldering of slow-burning 
combustible yard waste after 
4 p.m. is a nuisance and any-
one kindling such a fire that 
will emit obnoxious odors 
after 4 p.m. will be consid-
ered performing an unlawful 
act. Burning on Sunday by 
commercial establishments 
shall be considered an un-
lawful act.

Burn Ordinance



The Mendota Reporter • A9Wednesday, May 26, 2021

THE BACK PAGE

GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
     Anything that still has usability and some value.
2. HOW TO PRICE
    Decide the price of each item and then tag that 

item.
3. LENGTH OF SALE
    Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.
4. HOW TO SET IT UP
    Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have 

a central place with sufficient change for them to 
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
    The most effective place to reach more people is in 

The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist 
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 5 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

Return this coupon by May 31, 2021 and 
receive 13 months for the price of  12!

Plus, if  you take advantage of  our Spring Savings Spectacular 
by renewing or starting a new subscription to your hometown 

newspaper, you will also get $4 OFF our regular rate!

ADD $1 TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
and we will match it and donate the proceeds 

to the Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry.

12-Month Subscription
1 year.......................$48.00

If you reside in Bureau, 
LaSalle or Lee counties.

Add $1 for Food Pantry donation...$49.00

1 year.......................$68.35
If you reside out of Bureau, 

LaSalle or Lee counties.
Add $1 for Food Pantry donation...$69.35

$4.00
Savings!

(If you have previously subscribed using our Auto Pay method, your subscription will be transferred to our Manual Pay Plan.)

Name:_________________________________ Phone #___________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:________________Zip:_______________

*Coupon and payment must be received to qualify for special rate.

Return to: The Mendota Reporter, P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.
Reporter office located at 703 Illinois Ave. Phone 815-539-9396.

GARAGE SALE
1300 Brownie Lane,

Mendota
Thursday, May 27

3-6 p.m.
Friday, May 28
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday, May 29
8 a.m.-noon

Name-brand girls’ clothes
infant through 3T,

baby items including
Pack ‘n Play, baby crib,
comforter sets/blankets,

books, toys, Vera Bradley,
Baggallini, seasonal 

decorations, home décor, 
miscellaneous dishes 
and serving pieces,

baskets, books, 
cookbooks,

jigsaw puzzles, 
women’s adult clothing
& much miscellaneous.

1t21msr

GARAGE SALE
101 W. Seymore,

Sublette
Memoria Day weekend

Thursday, Friday
& Saturday

8 a.m.-2 p.m.
1t21msr

GARAGE SALE
2267 Shaw Road,

West Brooklyn
May 27, 6-8 p.m.

May 28 & May 29
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Duck decoys, hunting,
camping, archery,

reloading equipment
and much more.

1t21msr

BIG GARAGE SALE
1846 Todd Road,

Sublette
Memorial Day weekend

Thursday-Saturday
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sunday, 8 a.m.-noon
Antiques, furniture, 
kitchen, bath, living, 

office, toys, baby, 
adult & girls’ clothing,
tools, misc. household/

electrical items.
1t21msr

GARAGE SALES/NOTICES

WARRANT ARREST
Samantha J. Bowne, 23, 

of 301 12th Ave., Mendota, 
was arrested at 1:10 p.m. May 
14 on a valid Lee County 
arrest warrant/failure to ap-
pear/contempt of court. The 
subject posted bond and was 
released with a Lee County 
court date.
DOMESTIC BATTERY

A 14-year-old male ju-
venile was charged with 
domestic battery after police 
officers responded to a 9-1-1 
call of a physical domestic 
dispute in the 1600 block 
of Milwaukee Avenue at 
10:50 p.m. May 17. The 
juvenile was transported to 
the LaSalle County Juvenile 
Detention Center to appear 
before a judge.

WARRANT ARREST
Asia L. Cordova, 25, of 

907 Monroe St., Mendota, 
was arrested at 6:22 a.m. 
May 18 on a valid LaSalle 
County arrest warrant/failure 
to appear/driving while li-
cense suspended. The subject 
posted bond and was released 
with a LaSalle County court 
date.

WARRANT ARREST
Donte Ferguson, 33, of 

Chicago, was arrested at 
12:01 a.m. May 19 on a valid 
Cook County arrest warrant/
failure to appear. The subject 
was transported to the LaSal-
le County Jail.

CRIMINAL DAMAGE
TO PROPERTY

Rodolfo A. Rodriguez, 
43, of 205 Sixth St., Men-
dota, was charged with 
criminal damage to property 
at the intersection of Fourth 
Avenue and Eighth Street 
at 9:07 p.m. May 20. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.
DOMESTIC BATTERY

Ethan A. Brown, 25, of 
728 ½ Main St., Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 

battery at 3:40 p.m. May 21. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County Jail.

WARRANT ARREST
Emily B. Silva, 25, of 806 

Monroe St., Apt. 1, Mendota, 
was arrested at 6:18 p.m. May 
21 on a valid LaSalle County 
arrest warrant for failure to 
appear/driving under the 
influence. The subject posted 
bond and was released with 

a LaSalle County court date.
NO VALID

DRIVER’S LICENSE
Reyes M. Godina, 39, of 

201 Third Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with no valid 
driver’s license after a traffic 
stop at Main and Meriden 
streets at 12:06 a.m. May 
22. The subject was released 
with a LaSalle County court 
date.

POLICE BLOTTER

LaSalle County
(marriage licenses)

Oscar Manuel Zamora 
and Ofelia Brigitte Gonzalez, 
both of Mendota; issued May 
11, 2021.

BAUER – Troy Bauer 
and Gloria Bauer, girl, May 
9, 2021, at St. Margaret’s 
Hospital in Spring Valley.

WEEKLY RECORD

BLESSED EVENTS

LaMOILLE – Two men were killed when their 
vehicles collided on U.S. 34 west of 2750 East Road, 
between LaMoille and Dover, on May 22.

Randy A. Jackson, 66, of Sublette, and Chad A. 
Monier, 48, of Princeton, died in the head-on collision 
that took place at approximately 7:10 a.m., according 
to Bureau County Sheriff James Reed.

The Bureau County Sheriff’s Department, the Bureau 
County Coroner’s Office and the Illinois State Police 
Traffic Accident Reconstructionist are investigating 
the mishap.

Other emergency personnel responding to the scene 
were LaMoille Fire and Ambulance, the Illinois State 
Police and the Illinois Department of Transportation.

Two killed in head-on
collision near LaMoille
q 66-year-old Sublette man one of victims
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ARS Auto Repair, Inc.
307 Plaza Drive

815-538-2412 

Merritt Funeral Home
800 Monroe St.
815-539-7211 

Lundquist-Merritt Funeral 
Home

208 Railroad St. • LaMoille
815-638-2121

First State Insurance
715 Washington • Mendota

815-539-5651
114 Railroad St. • Earlville

815-246-8261
385 Chicago Rd. • Paw Paw

815-627-8552

Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St.

815-539-6354

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. • 815-539-5656

Member FDIC

City of Mendota
800 Washington St • 815-539-7459

Krenz Dental
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111

Member FDIC 

Malden Banking Center
302 W. Main St.
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

Mendota Monument Co.
606 S. Main Street

815-539-7276

Walter Bros. Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling

909 Washington St. • 815-538-6516

First State Bank
706 Washington St.  815-538-2265

firststatebank.biz
Member FDIC

Schimmer Inc.
Chevrolet - Buick

Rt. 251 South
815-539-9343

www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave. • Sublette

815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Triple Service Plumbing, 
Heating, Cooling & Electric

801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828

Stephenitch  
Do It Best Hardware

1204 13th Ave • 815-539-9394

Mauch Carpentry & Northern 
Illinois Seamless Roofing

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142

Mendota Area Senior Services
1901 Tom Merwin Dr.

815-539-9673

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. • 815-539-9341

Black Bros. Co.
501 9th Ave. • 815-539-7451

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave.

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • 815-539-9311

The Mendota Reporter
703 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-9396

Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. • 815-539-9815

N.L. Morton Buildings LTD.
Route 251 S. • 815-539-9325

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 4079

610 Sixth St. • 815-539-6466

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.

815-539-7801

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette

815-535-6295

Leffelman & Associates Inc.
111 W. Main St. • Sublette

815-849-5219
102 Main St. • LaMoille

815-638-2171
16 S. Jones • Amboy

815-857-2125

The Mendota Memorial Day program 
 will be held 

 Monday, May 31 at 10:30 a.m.  
at Restland Cemetery Memorial Gardens.

The Veterans’ Memorial Council, The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4079, its 
Auxiliary and American Legion Post 540 will be participating.

These organizations welcome everyone to this service for the purpose of honoring 
and remembering all veterans resting on domestic or foreign soil for their 

commitment and unselfish contribution to our present way of life with liberty 
and freedom for all.

The program schedule is as follows: 
• Opening address by master of ceremonies Bill Hunt, U.S. Navy Veteran

• Presentation of colors/raising of the flag by Veterans’ Memorial Council

• National Anthem by Mendota Alumni Band

• Invocation by Associate Pastor Jay Miller of Victory Baptist Church in 
Mendota, U.S. Navy Veteran

• Musical selection by Mendota Alumni Band

• Roll call of deceased Veterans since last Memorial Day by Harold Olsen

• Laying of the wreaths by VFW Post 4079 Auxiliary

• Firing of the volley by Veterans’ Memorial Council

• Taps by Veterans’ Memorial Council

• Benediction by Pastor Miller

Thank you for your respectful attendance! 
(In case of inclement weather, services will be canceled.)

Brought to you by the following sponsors:
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SPORTS
Northbrook relay team captures state championship

BLOOMINGTON – Northbrook Middle 
School produced a state champion and two 
other top five finishes when it competed in 
the Illinois Junior High Elite State Track and 
Field Invitational on May 22 at Bloomington.

Because the Illinois Elementary School 
Association (IESA) was unable to hold a State 
track meet, Northbrook coaches Troy Bauer 
and Heather Friedlein submitted the times 
of the Spartan athletes and they qualified to 
compete in the Elite track meet. Northbrook 
went up against hundreds of athletes from all 
classes (1A, 2A, 3A, 4A).

Northbrook’s seventh grade 4x100 relay 
team finished in first place overall in the 
state. Making up the relay team were Aaden 
Castle, Johan Cortez, Sebastian Carlos and 
Aiden Redcliff. They raced to a winning time 
of 52.05, which was a personal best for the 
relay team and also a school record.

Carlos and Redcliff also placed in indi-
vidual events. Carlos grabbed second place 
overall in the 400-meter dash with a time of 
57.66 seconds. That was a personal best time 
for Carlos and also a school record.

Redcliff claimed fifth-place honors in the 
100-meter dash with a time of 12.71 seconds, 
setting a personal best and school record in 
the process.

In other seventh-grade results, Carlos had 
a time of 25.93 seconds in the 200-meter dash 
(personal best & school record) and Redcliff 
ran the 200 in 26.21 seconds. Cortez competed 
in the 100-meter dash and was clocked in 
13.79 seconds.

Anthony Kelson was the lone eighth-grad-
er to run in the meet and he set personal bests 
and school records in both individual events. 
He had a time of 17.5 seconds in the 110-meter 
hurdles, while he raced in the 800-meter run 
to a time of 2:23.46.

Kelson and three of the seventh-graders 
competed in the eighth grade 4x400-meter 
relay. Cortez, Redcliff and Carlos teamed up 
with Kelson to produce a time of 4:12.77, 
which was a personal best as well as a school 
record.

Head coaches Troy Bauer and Heather 
Friedlein were assisted by Evan Goy and 
Rebecca Jones.

Northbrook School competed in the Illinois Junior High Elite State Track and Field 
Invitational, which was held in lieu of the IESA State Track Meet, and the Spartans 
produced one state champion and two other top five finishes. Left to right, are coach 
Heather Friedlein, Aaden Castle, Anthony Kelson, Johan Cortez, Sebastian Carlos, 
Aiden Redcliff and coach Troy Bauer. (Photo contributed)

q 4x100 relay takes 1st; two other top 5 finishes

North Boone picked up a 
7-1 triumph over Mendota in 
a Big Northern Conference 
varsity boys’ baseball game 
on May 11 at Poplar Grove.

The Trojans scored their 
lone run in the top of the first 
when Krew Bond swatted a 
solo home run. But North 
Boone responded with three 
tallies in the bottom of the 
inning and held Mendota 
scoreless the rest of the way. 
The Vikings added two runs 
each in the fourth and sixth 
frames.

Mendota collected five 
hits. Bond singled in addition 
to his homer, while Andres 
Castaneda had a double.

Bond was the starting and 
losing pitcher for the Trojans, 
working four innings and 
giving up three hits and two 
earned runs. He struck out 
six and walked one. Derek 
Nanez finished up on the hill.

***
Mendota rallied in the late 

innings to knock off Oregon, 
8-7, in a conference thriller 
on May 13 at the MHS di-
amond.

Oregon held a 3-2 lead 
after five innings and then 
increased its margin with 
three runs in the top of the 
sixth. But the Trojans broke 
out the bats in the bottom of 
the sixth when they plated 
five runs to grab a 7-6 lead. 
Bond had the big blow in 
the inning when he crushed 
a grand slam home run.

The Hawks managed to 
tie the contest with a run in 
the seventh, but Castaneda 
stroked the game-winning 
RBI single in the bottom of 
the seventh.

The Trojans banged out 
10 hits against three Oregon 
hurlers. Bond had a solo ho-
mer in the first for Mendota 
before cracking his grand 
slam in the sixth. He drove 
in five runs. Castaneda had 
a pair of singles and Ted 
Landgraf laced a double.

John Gonzalez got the 
call on the mound for the 
Trojans and went five in-
nings. Dominik Stamberger 
went the rest of the way and 
was credited with the win. 
Stamberger allowed three 
hits, three runs, struck out 
three and walked one.

***
Genoa-Kingston had two 

big innings and it was enough 
to sink the Trojans, 7-2, in a 
conference contest on May 
17 at Genoa.

After Mendota scored a 
run in the top of the first, 
the Cogs got three in the 
second to take the lead. The 
game remained that way until 
the Trojans nudged across 
another tally in the fifth, 
but Genoa-Kingston put the 
game away with four runs in 
the bottom of the sixth.

Mendota actually outhit 
G-K, six to five, with Bond 
delivering a single, double 
and triple, and driving in a run.

Landon Kreiser was the 
losing pitcher, with Sean 
Figueroa and Stamberger 
also having time toeing the 
rubber.

***
Mendota and Winneba-

go split a double-header in 
BNC play on May 19 at 
Winnebago.

Game one was the com-
pletion of a contest that 
started but was halted by 
rain in Mendota on May 10. 
Winnebago gained a 13-1 
victory in six innings.

The Indians only had five 
hits, but they benefited from 
six Trojan errors.

Mendota was limited to 
two hits – singles by Bond 
and Castaneda.

Landgraf was the losing 
pitcher, while Nanez, Gon-
zalez and Emilio Perez also 
had stints on the mound.

Mendota had a pair of 
three-run innings and it was 
enough to get by Winnebago, 
6-5, in the second game.

Winnebago scored a run 
in the first, but Mendota 
got three in the top of the 
second. The Indians added 
another tally in the third 
ahead of the Trojans’ sec-
ond three-run outburst in 
the fourth. Bond accounted 
for all of those runs as he 
clouted a three-run homer 
to center field.

Mendota went scoreless 
the rest of the way, but 
Winnebago scored three runs 

over the final four frames to 
come up a run short.

The Trojans picked up 
nine hits with Landgraf col-
lecting three singles and a 
run batted in. Connor Engel 
had a single, double and two 
RBI, while Gonzalez added 
a pair of singles.

Bond was the starting 
pitcher and worked into 
the sixth inning to earn the 
victory. He gave up six hits, 
three earned runs, struck 
out eight and walked three. 
Stamberger finished up and 
did not allow a run to earn 
the save.

***
Mendota couldn’t protect 

a lead in the late innings and 
dropped a 9-3 conference 
decision at Rock Falls on 
May 24.

The Trojans built a 3-1 
lead in the top of the fourth 
inning on back-to-back RBI 
singles by Cale Strouss and 
Bond. The score stayed that 
way until the bottom of the 
sixth when Rock Falls ex-
ploded for eight runs. The 
Rockets sent 13 batters to 
the plate, produced four hits 
and benefited from three 
hit batsmen and a walk by 
Mendota pitchers.

The Trojans (2-9) had 
six hits in the contest, all 
singles. Mendota hurlers 
allowed seven hits. Gonzalez 
started and was relieved by 
Figueroa, who did a bulk of 
the work (5.1 innings).

Trojans notch wins over Oregon, ‘Bago

MENDOTA – The Mendota Trojans received the 
eighth seed in Regional C of the Boys’ Baseball Regional 
Tournament to be held June 2, 4, 7.

The Trojans will begin play by hosting ninth-seeded 
Oregon at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 2. A Mendota 
victory will send it to top-seeded Princeton on Fri-
day, June 4. Game time is not determined. Also on 
June 4, fifth-seeded Port Byron Riverdale will play at 
fourth-seeded Rock Falls.

The two semifinal-round winners will meet for the 
championship on Monday, June 7, with the highest 
remaining seed being the host.

REGIONAL C
Wednesday, June 2

1 – Oregon at Mendota - 4:30 p.m.
Friday, June 4

2 – Winner 1 at Princeton - TBD
3 – Port Byron Riverdale at Rock Falls - TBD

Monday, June 7
4 – Winner 3 vs. Winner 2 - TBD
(highest-seeded team will host)

Trojans to host Oregon
in regional opener June 2 

MENDOTA – The Mendota Lady Trojans are in 
Regional D of the Girls’ Softball Regional Tournament 
to be held June 2-4.

The seventh-seeded Lady Trojans will open up by 
hosting 10th-seeded Byron on Wednesday, June 2 at 4:30 
p.m. If Mendota wins, it will travel to second-seeded 
Oregon on Thursday, June 3 at 7 p.m. Rock Falls (sixth 
seed) will play at Prophetstown (third seed) at 4:30 
p.m. on June 3.

The two semifinal-round winners will meet for the 
championship at 4:30 p.m. Friday, June 4. The high-
est-seeded team will be the host for the championship.

REGIONAL D
Wednesday, June 2

1 – Byron at Mendota - 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 3

2 – Winner 1 at Oregon - 7 p.m.
3 – Rock Falls at Prophetstown - 4:30 p.m.

Friday, June 4
4 – Winner 2 vs. Winner 3 - 4:30 p.m.
(highest-seeded team will host)

Lady Trojans to battle
Byron in softball regional

MENDOTA – The Mendota Lady 
Trojans held on to edge Rock Falls, 3-2, 
in a Big Northern Conference varsity 
softball clash on May 24 at the MHS 
diamond.

After Rock Falls grabbed a 1-0 lead 
in the second, Mendota countered with a 
pair of tallies in the bottom of the frame. 
Jenna O’Donnell led off with a walk and 
steal of second. One batter later, Emma 

Schultz delivered an RBI single to tie 
the game. She eventually came around 
to score on two passed balls.

Mendota’s other run came in the 
third when Lauren Martin singled and 
made it all the way to third on an error 
by the Rock Falls third baseman. Mar-
tin scored on an RBI sacrifice bunt by 
Mary DeFore.

The only other run of the game came 

when Rock Falls scored once in the fifth.
DeFore was in the circle for the 

first five innings and got the win. She 
allowed eight hits, struck out four and 
walked one. Paige Manning got the save 
by holding Rock Falls hitless over the 
final two frames. She fanned two and 
walked two.

Mendota is 7-6 overall and 5-5 in 
league play.

Lady Trojans hold off Rock Falls, 3-2

The Mendota Lady Tro-
jans fell to Byron, 5-0, in 
varsity girls’ soccer action 
on May 20 at the MHS field.

***
Orion downed the Lady 

Trojans, 3-1, on May 22 at 
Orion.

Isabella Tolentino scored 
Mendota’s goal.

Mendota has a 3-8-1 
record.

Headed to Sauk Valley
Mendota High School senior Jaelyn Fitzgerald, front center, signs a letter of intent to play volleyball at Sauk 
Valley Community College this fall as her parents, Jackie and Toby, look on. In back, left to right, are Mendota 
head coach Nicci Gibson, assistant coach Taylor Gibson and Sauk Valley coach Jay Howell. (Photo contributed)

MHS girls’ soccer team
beaten by Byron, Orion

MENDOTA – Mendota received the number four 
seed in the Lisle Sr. Girls’ Soccer Sectional.

The Lady Trojans will host Hinckley-Big Rock in 
a first-round game on Tuesday, June 1. The start times 
on all of sectional games have not been determined by 
the Illinois High School Association.

If Mendota wins over H-BR, it will travel to West 
Chicago to take on top-seeded Wheaton Academy on 
Friday, June 4. 

LISLE SR. SECTIONAL
Tuesday, June 1

1 – Hinckley-Big Rock at Mendota - TBD
2 – Indian Creek at Aurora Central Catholic
3 – Chicago Christian at Beecher
4 – Momence at Manteno

Friday, June 4
5 – Winner 1 at Wheaton Academy - TBD
6 – Winner 2 at Aurora Rosary
7 – Winner 3 at Lisle Sr.
8 – Winner 4 at Peotone

Tuesday, June 8
9 – Winner 5 vs. Winner 6
10 – Winner 7 vs. Winner 8

Friday, June 11
11 – Winner 9 vs. Winner 10

Mendota hosting H-BR
in soccer sectional June 1
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SPORTS

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

~ New Y App & Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult Activities

~ FREE Group Exercise Classes

~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates

~ Young Adult Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

Auto Body Specialists

Ranch Truck Toppers

Weather Tech dealer

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru
224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

706 W
ashington St. 

M
endota 

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

Chris Holdenrid
VP, M

ortgage Lending
NM

LS#461073

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NM
LS#477895

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$700
Double It For

$1300

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA 
BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 

1/2 Off

Garden 
Center & 
Custom 

Landscape 
Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 

(815)538-4800
Mon-Sat: 8-5 

Sun: 11-4

STEPHENITCH

HARDWARE
Your hometown 
Hardware Store 

since 1893!

Owners Gene & John 
Stephenitch have a 
combined 96 years 

in the hardware 
business.

1200 13th Ave., 
Mendota

815-539-9394

Early Deadlines

05192021

Due to the Memorial Day Holiday, 
the following deadlines for editorial, 

advertising and photos will apply 
for the Mendota Money Saver 
and The Mendota Reporter:

 
Money Saver for  

Memorial Day May 31 - deadline is  
Wednesday, May 26 at 2 p.m.

 
Mendota Reporter for  

June 2 - deadline is  
Thursday, May 27 at 2 p.m.

The Mendota Reporter office will be closed on 
Monday, May 31 in honor of Memorial Day. 
We will reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, June 1.

BLOOMINGTON – The 
IHSA is excited to announce 
its first-ever virtual Officials 
Conference, which will take 
place July 12-31.

Registration is now open 
for the event. For the confer-
ence schedule, session list, 
and to register, visit www.
ihsaofficial.com.

The virtual conference 
concept is a buffet-style 
event where officials pay 
one price and can take 
advantage of as many ses-
sions and sports as they’d 
like over the course of two 
weeks.

Officials will be able to:
• Learn from keynote 

presenters about a variety of 
big-picture topics related to 
officiating.

• Earn IHSA clinic credit 
in at least 12 different sports, 
including sports that are not 
normally featured at the 
in-person conference.

• Multi-sport officials will 
be able to earn clinic credit 
in all of their sports.

• Gain knowledge from 

Registration now open for 2021 
virtual IHSA Officials Conference

mini-sessions in multiple 
sports.

• Learn more about sports 
they do not currently offici-
ate, but may be interested in 
starting.

Many of the clinics and 
sessions will be pre-record-
ed and available through-
out the two-week confer-
ence duration. Officials 
can select the clinics and 
presentations they want to 
watch at any time during 
those two weeks. Officials 
from Chicago to Cairo, 
Quincy to Danville…and 
everywhere in between 
will be able to learn the 
same information from the 

convenience of their own 
home or office.

Conference agenda:
Monday, July 12 @ 7 

p.m. - Live Session with the 
IHSA’s Sam Knox and Craig 
Anderson

Tuesday, July 13 @ 7 p.m. 
– Live Session with Referee 
Magazine/NASO

Wednesday, July 14 @ 
7 p.m. – Live Session with 
Jude Kiah

Thursday, July 15 @ 7 
p.m. – Live Session with the 
IESA’s Steve Endsley and 
Nicole Schaefbauer

For more on the clinics 
and sessions, or to register, 
visit www.ihsaofficial.com.

Good luck to all of  the sports

teams during the post season!
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ENTERTAINMENT

Brought to you each week by

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Why wasn’t Anna 
Faris on the series finale of 
“Mom”? I know she left the 
show, but 
I  r e a l l y 
thought they 
would bring 
her back for 
the last epi-
sode. Other 
than  tha t 
disappoint-
ment, the finale was great, 
and I’ll really miss “Mom.” 
-- O.B.

A: When “Mom” began 
in 2013, stars Allison Janney 
and Anna Faris appeared to 
have equal billing, and the 
plot mainly focused on re-
pairing their mother-daugh-
ter relationship. However, 
the CBS sitcom also had 
a hilarious supporting cast 
played by Mimi Kennedy, 
Jaime Pressly and Beth Hall. 
Kristen Johnston joined 
their AA group in 2018, and 
William Fichtner became the 
perfect partner to mom Bon-
nie (Janney). The show was 
blessed with an abundantly 
talented cast, so when Faris 
decided to depart the show a 
season early, “Mom” didn’t 
suffer too much without her.

As for Faris’s absence in 
the finale, series co-creator 
Gemma Baker told TVLine.

Anna Faris

com that her character had 
“traveled a great distance 
over seven seasons and over-
came so many obstacles in 
order to follow her dream of 
becoming a lawyer, it felt like 
that story had been addressed 
in a satisfying way, so we 
didn’t revisit it for the finale.”

***
Q: I saw that Lady Gaga 

was filming a movie in Italy 
when her dog walker was 
attacked back in the states. 
What project was she work-
ing on? -- E.M. 

A: Singer/actress Lady 
Gaga just finished filming 
the “House of Gucci,” with 
Adam Driver and Al Pacino. 
She plays Patrizia Reggiani, 
an Italian socialite who went 
to prison for her husband’s 
murder. The film is directed 
by Ridley Scott and is based 
on the book “House of Gucci: 
A Sensational Story of Mur-
der, Madness, Glamour and 
Greed” by Sara Gay Forden.

Lady Gaga was on loca-
tion filming when her be-
loved French bulldogs were 
stolen. Her dog walker was 
shot, but thankfully survived, 
during the dognapping, and 
her fur babies were later 
returned safe. “House of 
Gucci” has a planned release 
date of Nov. 24. 

***

Q: One of my favorite 
shows of the 1960s was “The 
Invaders.” Why hasn’t there 
been a climax to this series? 
Did they ever try to rectify 
this situation? Also, will there 
ever be a remake? -- S.L.

A: “The Invaders” was 
a cult TV series that lasted 
two seasons from 1967 to 
1968. It starred Roy Thinnes 
as architect David Vincent, 
who witnessed an alien in-
vasion and desperately tried 
to warn others, including the 
government, of the imposters 
among them. The show was 
produced by Quinn Martin, 
who was behind the hit series 
“The Fugitive” and many 
classic series in the 1970s.

According to Wikipedia.
org, fans were not happy 
when “The Invaders” ended 
abruptly after two seasons 
with the aliens’ plans only 
temporarily thwarted. There 
was a miniseries remake in 
1995, also starring Thinnes. 
“The Invaders” airs on 
MeTV on Sundays at 5 a.m. 
ET. Check your local listings 
or MeTV.com.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 

president signed the Louisiana 
Purchase?

2. MOVIES: Which 1960s 
movie featured the theme song 
“Foggy Mountain Breakdown”?

3. ADVERTISING: Sailor 
Jack and dog Bingo are the mascots 
for what snack?

4. SCIENCE: When was 
the International Space Station 
launched?

5. U.S. STATES: I-75 runs 
between which upper Midwest 
state and Florida?

6 .  TELEVISION:  The 
long-running TV drama “ER” is 
set in which U.S. city?

7. LANGUAGE: What is the 
meaning of the Latin phrase, “aut 
viam inveniam aut faciam”?

8. INVENTIONS: When did 
the FDA approve the first oral 

contraceptive in the U.S.?
9. HISTORY: The ancient 

city of Rome was built on how 
many hills?

10. MEDICAL: What is a 
common name for the condition 
known medically as pyrexia?

Answers
1. Thomas Jefferson
2. “Bonnie and Clyde”
3. Cracker Jack
4. 1998
5. Michigan
6. Chicago
7. I shall either find a way or 

make one
8. 1960
9. Seven
10. Fever

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Sir Isaac Newton in-

vented the cat flap. Newton 
was experimenting in a pitch-
black room when Spithead, 
one of his cats, kept opening 
the door and wrecking his 
experiment. The flap kept 
both human and feline happy.

* “Brave New World” au-
thor Aldous Huxley became 
almost completely blind as a 
teenager. He regained much 
of his sight later in life, credit-
ing an unorthodox treatment 
known as “The Bates Meth-
od,” which recommends 
never using eyeglasses and 
exposing one’s eyes regu-
larly to sunlight.

* The ancient Greeks 
believed that redheads would 
turn into vampires after they 
died.

* Walt Disney’s “The 
Three Little Pigs,” released in 
1933, was seen as symbolic of 
the Great Depression, with the 
wolf representing the Depres-
sion and the three little pigs 
representing average citizens 
who eventually succeeded by 
working together.

* In Japan, Domino’s 
started testing pizza delivery 
via reindeer in 2016.

* James Barry, the In-
spector General of the Brit-
ish Army in 1858 during a 
period when women were 
not respected in the medical 
field, had a highly successful 
career in surgery for more 
than 50 years. During an 
autopsy after Barry’s death, 
he was discovered to be 
a woman in disguise. To 
avoid embarrassment, the 
war department and medical 
association arranged for the 
doctor to be interred as a man.

* The average office chair 
with wheels travels about 8 
miles per year.

* Chicago Cubs outfielder 
Rick Monday became a na-
tional hero when he rescued 
an American flag from two 
men trying to set it on fire 
at Dodger Stadium during 
a game on April 25, 1976. 
The 25,167 fans gave him a 
standing ovation and started 
singing “God Bless America.”

***
(c) 2021 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Leon-
ardo DiCaprio is already 
working on the remake of the 
Danish film 
“ A n o t h e r 
R o u n d , ” 
this year’s 
A c a d e m y 
Awards Best 
Internation-
al film. The 
Danish orig-
inal starred Mads Mikkelsen, 
who we’ve seen in “King 
Arthur” (2004), with Clive 
Owen; “Casino Royale” 
(2006), with Daniel Craig; 
“Doctor Strange” (2016), 
with Benedict Cumberbatch, 
among others. Mikkelsen 
also is in the untitled third 
“Fantastic Beasts” film.

***
Fans of the Disney film 

“Enchanted” (a $340 million 
grosser in 2007) can cele-
brate a sequel that’s on its 
way with the original cast. 
Amy Adams, James Mars-
den and Patrick Dempsey 
are returning, along with 
“Frozen’s” Idina Menzel, 
Maya Rudolf, Yvette Nicole 
Brown and Snow White’s 
Seven Dwarfs. Word is that 
Dempsey, who recently re-
turned to “Grey’s Anatomy,” 
will be singing in this sequel.

***

Mikkelsen

Barring unexpected set-
backs from the pandemic, 
studios are planning to 
unleash the biggest and 
best films they have to at-
tract moviegoers. “A Quiet 
Place, Part 2,” one of the 
first casualties of COVID 
19, is set to open May 28, 
along with Emma Stone’s 
“Cruella,” co-starring Emma 
Thompson. June 25 will 
bring “F9” (“Fast & Furious 
9”); July 9 brings Josh Lucas 
and Will Patton in “The For-
ever Purge,” for the “Purge” 
franchise fans. Sports fans 
will be dazzled by LeBron 
James, playing himself, in 
“Space Jam: A New Legacy,” 
opening July 16.

“The Green Knight,” with 
Oscar-nominee Dav Patel as 
Sir Gawain (King Arthur’s 
nephew), Alicia Vikander, 
Sean Harris and Joel Edger-
ton, promises ghosts, giants, 
thieves and swash-buckling 
come July 30. Also that day, 
Dwayne Johnson and Emily 
Blunt travel on a small river-
boat through a supernatural 
jungle in “Jungle Cruise.”

“The Suicide Squad” 
swings back into action Aug. 
6, with Margot Robbie, Viola 
Davis, Taika Waititi, Sylves-
ter Stallone, Idris Elba and 
Pete Davidson. The remake 
of the science-fiction epic 

“Dune,” starring Timothee 
Chalamet, Zendaya, Rebecca 
Ferguson, Jason Momoa, 
Dave Bautista, Oscar Isaac, 
Javier Bardem, Josh Brolin, 
Charlotte Rampling and Stel-
lan Skarsgard, is unleashed 
Oct. 1 into theaters and on 
HBO Max.

James Bond spies again 
Oct. 8 in “No Time to Die,” 
and yet another sequel, 
“Halloween Kills,” with 
Jamie Lee Curtis, arrives 
Oct. 15 to stalk Halloween. 
The new “Ghostbusters: 
Afterlife,” with Bill Murray, 
Dan Aykroyd, Ernie Hudson, 
Sigourney Weaver and Annie 
Potts, returns Nov. 11.

Tom Cruise’s “Top Gun 
Maverick” finally lands Nov. 
19, and the long-awaited 
(filmed more than a year ago) 
remake of “West Side Story” 
hits the streets Dec. 10.

Still awaiting an open-
ing date is “The Tragedy 
of Macbeth,” with Denzel 
Washington in the title role, 
along with this year’s best ac-
tress Oscar winner, Frances 
McDormand, as Lady Mac-
beth and Brendan Gleeson as 
King Duncan. How can Lady 
Macbeth resist rubbing her 
hands together demanding ... 
“Out damn pandemic, out”?

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

The last Monday in May 
might mark the unofficial begin-
ning of summer, but Memorial 
Day is not about barbecues or 
furniture sales; it’s a very special 
day set aside to honor those 
truest of Americans who gave 
their lives in wartime service. 
Its roots are in Decoration Day, 
a time when people would set 
aside their day-to-day lives, 
visit cemeteries and decorate 
the gravesites of soldiers and 
seamen who died in the Civil 
War. After the tragic losses of 
World War I, and the conflicts 
that followed, Decoration Day 
slowly evolved to Memorial 
Day, cemented as a national 
holiday in 1971 by an act of Con-
gress. Here are eight movies that 
honor the bravery and sacrifice 
of our fallen military heroes.

“Glory” -- Matthew Brod-
erick stars alongside Morgan 
Freeman and Denzel Washing-
ton in this Civil War story of 
the first all-African-American 
regiment, the 54th Massachu-
setts Volunteer Infantry. Under 
the command of Col. Robert 
Gould Shaw (Broderick), the 
unit is formed, trained and fights 

for equality, both in the broader 
context of the Civil War and 
within the Union Army itself.

“1917” (R) -- A riveting 
first-person war story by cel-
ebrated director Sam Mendes, 
“1917” centers around two 
British lance corporals who are 
sent across enemy territory to 
stop a division of British soldiers 
from advancing into a German 
ambush.

“The Longest Day” (1962) 
-- With a legendary cast -- John 
Wayne, Robert Mitchum, Henry 
Fonda, Rod Steiger and more 
-- the story of the Allied landing 
at Normandy Beach plays out, 
from early reports of bad weath-
er to the tremendous loss of life 
and eventually the tide-turning 
influence of the largest seaborne 
invasion in history.

“Flags of Our Fathers” -- 
From director Clint Eastwood, 
an iconic moment -- the raising 
of the American flag on Mount 
Suribachi on Iwo Jima -- is re-
flected on in flashback by three 
servicemen involved.

“Saving Private Ryan” -- 
From the opening sequence on 
Omaha Beach, to the sniper fire 
faced at every turn, Capt. Miller 

(Tom Hanks) leads a squad 
across France through question-
able territory looking for the last 
survivor of four brothers to bring 
him home. The first 24 minutes 
are gut-wrenching and visceral.

“Apocalypse Now” -- A 
Special Forces colonel gone mad 
(Marlon Brando), a burned-out 
captain brought in to seek out 
and reckon with him (Martin 
Sheen), a squadron commander 
who uses napalm to clear the 
way for surfing, this dark tale 
by Francis Coppola is on most 
major top-film lists.

“Platoon” -- Written and 
directed by Oliver Stone -- a 
Vietnam veteran himself -- 
this film follows a volunteer 
soldier (Charlie Sheen) as he 
moves through his experience 
of combat and the jading of his 
idealism.

“American Sniper” -- A 
biographical drama centered 
around the life of Chris Kyle, 
whose service in the Iraq War 
led to him being the deadliest 
marksman in U.S. military 
history.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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When you pray, do you 
have a vague feeling that 
something is lacking…
that there isn’t any pow-
er in your prayers? Do 
you struggle with doubt 
or fear, or simply lack 
confidence that God even 
hears you at all?

I used to have feel-
ings like this and would 
think, “Maybe I didn’t 
say the right thing, or 
pray long enough, or 
my words weren’t elo-
quent enough.” It was 
so frustrating because I 
didn’t want to waste time, 
wondering if it was doing 
any good. After I pray, I 
want to know that God is 
working and my prayers 
make a difference.

It’s easy to complicate 
our relationship with God 
and think we have to do 
certain things a certain 
way for them to be effec-
tive. But I’ve discovered 
that powerful, life-chang-
ing, dynamic prayer is 
amazingly simple! 

Two Things 
We Must Do

Keys to answered prayer
It’s vitally import-

ant for us to have faith 
in God when we pray. 
Hebrews 11:6 (AMPC) 
says, “Without faith it 
is impossible to please 
and be satisfactory to 
Him. For whoever would 
come near to God must 
[necessarily] believe that 
God exists and that He is 
the rewarder of those who 
earnestly and diligently 
seek Him [out].”

Ask yourself, “Do I 
believe God hears me, 
that He cares about me 
and wants to be involved 
in every area of my life?” 
If we don’t really believe 
God loves us and wants 
to help us, we will strug-
gle to have faith in Him. 
That’s why knowing and 
experiencing the love of 
God is critical to develop-
ing a powerful prayer life.

It’s also important to 
approach God with sin-
cere hearts. James 5:16 
(AMPC) says, “…The 
earnest (heartfelt, contin-
ued) prayer of a righteous 
man makes tremendous 

power available [dynam-
ic in its working].” A 
sincere heart is focused 
on God, trusting that 
He hears you and will 
answer. It doesn’t mean 
you have to cry or yell to 
pray with sincerity; it’s all 
about the attitude of your 
heart toward God. 

You Have to Ask
It’s exciting to get the 

revelation that God loves 
us, cares for us and wants 
to help us. But we have a 
part to do in getting the 
things God has for us—
we have to ask. James 4:2 
(AMPC) says, “…You do 
not have, because you do 
not ask.”

Now, it’s important to 
understand that we have 
to ask for God’s will to 
be done, not just for the 
things we think we want 
or should have apart 
from Him. James 4:1 
tells us that striving to 
get what we want based 
on our carnal or fleshly 
desires leads to “strife 
(discord and feuds)…
conflicts (quarrels and 

fightings).” This causes 
us to be jealous, covet 
what others have and 
become angry when we 
can’t “obtain [the gratifi-
cation, the contentment, 
and the happiness” we 
are seeking (James 4:2). 

These verses show us 
what causes problems in 
people’s lives. We think 
we’re unhappy because 
we don’t have all the stuff 
we want. But the reality 
is only God can give us 
what we’re longing for in 
our hearts. He alone is the 
source of righteousness, 
peace and joy (Romans 
14:17). And we will never 
enjoy life until we learn 
to abide in Him and trust 
Him to do what’s best 
for us.

The Key to Praying 
for God’s Will

If you’re not sure 
whether you’re asking 
for God’s will in your life 
(and we all go through 
times like this), then you 
need to take time to just 
abide in Christ. In John 
15:7 (AMPC), Jesus says, 
“If you live in Me [abide 
vitally united to Me] and 
My words remain in you 
and continue to live in 
your hearts, ask whatever 

you will, and it shall be 
done for you.”

To abide means to live, 
dwell and remain; it’s not 
just spending time with 
God on Sunday morning 
and then going through 
your week doing what 
you want apart from Him. 
God wants to do life with 
us Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday too! 
As we spend time study-
ing His Word, meditating 
on the Word, communi-
cating with Him through 
prayer, and asking Him 
to fulfill His plans for us, 
we will know His will in 
our hearts.

It’s an amazing privi-
lege to be able to talk to 
God! I want to encourage 
you to come to Him with 
humility and ask Him 
for the desires that are 
in your heart. Tell Him, 
“Lord, I don’t want any-
thing You don’t want me 
to have. So if this is not 
Your will, don’t give it to 
Me. I’m trusting You and 
want You to be in control 
of my life.” Pray about 
everything that’s on your 
heart and keep it simple. 
Remember, prayer is 
simply talking to God, 

and you can pray anytime, 
anywhere, all day long…
and He will answer. 

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s two-teach-
ing CD series Prayers 
That Get Answered. You 
can also contact us to re-
ceive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
130 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and her newest de-
votional QUIET TIMES 
WITH GOD (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.



   Wednesday, May 26, 2021 The Mendota Reporter • B5

The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.  •  (815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.  
In-person & on Facebook  

May 26 - Pastor Mary leads worship at 
Stonecroft Village

May 28 - 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Henderson 
Mussion Team hosts Lunch in the Park at 

Veterans Park
May 30 - Pentecost & Confirmation 

Sunday, 9 a.m. Worship in-person 
(registration-call 815-538-5587, masks & 
social distancing required), and online on 

Facebook
May 31 - Memorial Day - Church office 

closed
June 1 - 6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim • (219) 765-1379
pastorhogunkim@gmail.com

Church office  •  (815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.  
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

May 27 - 7 p.m. Session
May 30 - 10 a.m. Worship in-person 

and on Facebook Live, 
11 a.m. Fellowship

May 31 - Memorial Day - Church office 
closed

June 1 - 5 p.m. Boy Scouts
June 2 - 7 p.m. Bible study on Zoom

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.
No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
 (815) 503-1273
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road  •  Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
 “Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  
Worship services are available 

weekly online through 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Please check out our 
website and our Facebook page 

for more information as we 
transition back to in-person 

worship.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut   
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Lydia in the 
Old or New Testament or nei-

ther?
2. From 1 Corinthians 11, Paul 
said women should have a sym-
bol of authority because of ___? 

Life, Trust, Love, Angels
3. In Acts 10, who said, “Not 

so, Lord, for I have never eaten 
anything that is common or un-
clean”? Herod, Peter, Thomas, 

John the Baptist
4. From Hebrews 7, who was 

the only king said to have 
neither mother nor father? 

Solomon, David, Melchizedek, 
Sargon

5. Whose four daughters were 
considered prophetesses? Gad, 

Philip, Jonah, Noah
6. Which biblical name means, 
“God has helped”? Solomon, 

Paul, Lazarus, Amos

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) Angels; 
3) Peter; 4) Melchizedek; 5) Philip; 

6) Lazarus

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

303 303 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S 
& VANS

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LTZ 
4x4, Silver ............................$33,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4, LT, 
Maroon ................................$30,900 

2016 Chevy Equinox LT AWD,  
Blue  ....................................$13,900 
2016 Chevy Equinox FWD LTZ, 
4CYL, White ........................$13,500

2019 GMC Acadia, AWD, SLE, 
4,700 miles, Maroon .......... $29,500
2017 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4WD, 62K 
miles, Black..............................$42,500 

2017 Chevy Traverse LTZ, AWD, 
51K miles, White .................$27,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 
Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process
• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2017 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4WD, GM Certified, Black, 1-owner, Local Trade w/62K 
miles, Leather, Heated Seats and More!

$42,500

2017 Chevy Tahoe LT

Mendota High School is 
accepting applications for the 

2021-22 school year. 
Open positions include 

paraprofessionals, P.E., and 
math teachers. 

Coaching is also available. 
Visit www.mendotahs.org for 

employment details.
05102021

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes.
Very friendly & good 

mousers.
Call Mike at 

815-993-2234

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

Estate Sale
45 N. Jefferson Ave.  

Amboy, IL. 
Friday, May 28, 8-4 &  
Saturday, May 29, 8-1

Treadle Sewing Machine,  
Dishes, furniture, Antiques, Solid Oak 

Dressers, small appliances, Beds, 
Tables, Chairs, knick-knacks,  

Depression Glass, pot and pans,  
bedding, curtains, and much more. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BUREAU COUNTY, 

PRINCETON, IL
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE	 )
MATTER	 )No.
OF THE	 )2021
ESTATE	 )P 43
OF	 )
SEAN W.	 )
STILTNER,	 )
DECEASED.	)

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to 
creditors of the death 
of Sean W. Stiltner, 
of Princeton, Illinois. 
Letters of Office 
were issued on May 
7, 2021, to Alexis 
Stiltner, of Princeton, 
IL, as INDEPENDENT 
A D M I N I S T R AT O R , 
whose Attorneys 
of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
Bureau County 
Courthouse, 700 S. 
Main Street, Princeton, 
IL 61356, or with the 
Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the 
first publication of this 
Notice. If the claim 
notice is personally 
mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, the claim must 
be filed in the above 
entitled cause within 3 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later. Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representatives 
and to their Attorney(s) 
within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 
The estate will be 

administered without 
court supervision, 
unless under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate 
Act (Ill. Compiled 
Stat. 1992, Ch. 758, 
par. 5/28-4) any 
interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Circuit 
Clerk.  
Dated:  May 11, 2021
Dawn M. Reglin
Bureau County Circuit 
Clerk
Princeton, IL 61356
No. 0503 (May 19, 26, 
June 2)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
ESTATE	 )
OF	 )	
MARJORIE	)
B.	 )
CARROLL,	 )
Deceased.  )	

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of MARJORIE 
B. CARROLL.  Letters 
of Office were issued 
on May 11, 2021 
to MATTHEW B. 
CARROLL, 1405 
Walnut Ave., Mendota, 
IL 61342, as Executor, 
whose Attorney is 
MICHAEL G. BOKUS, 
609 Eighth Avenue, 
Mendota, Illinois 61342.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the 
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Ottawa, 
Illinois 61350, or with 
the representative, or 
both, before the date 
stated in this notice, 
which date shall be 
not less than 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication or 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever is 

later, and that any claim 
not filed on or before 
that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representatives 
and to his Attorney 
within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.
Date of first publication: 
May 19, 2021, A.D.

601 601 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

		
Case 
No.
2021
P-101
  

Statement of Cash Disbursements for the Year 
Ending April 30, 2021
Utility Bills, Troy Grove Station:
Ameren ..................................................$1,731.65
AT&T FirstNet ............................................$417.08
Nicor ......................................................$1,039.66
................................................................$3,188.39
Administration Expense:
First State Bank engine .....................$105,548.63
Illinois Finance truck pay .......................$7,750.00
Jack Huggins (comp. rpt) ............................$85.00
MABAS .....................................................$336.00
Mendota Reporter .....................................$260.80
............................................................$113,980.43
Expenses $1,000 or over:
Communications Direct ..........................$1,619.22
Dinges Fire ...........................................$11,725.95
Grainco F.S. ............................................$1,319.8
7
John’s Service and Sales .......................$3,100.00
MES .......................................................$1,760.47
Mendota Fire Dept. ................................$5,128.58
NIAB ......................................................$1,139.68
Sandry Fire ............................................$1,246.50
Schmidt’s Sales & Service.......................$1,211.46
Visa ........................................................$2,642.60
..............................................................$30,894.33
Compensations Paid:
Attorney for Dist. ....................................$1,000.00
Secretary ...............................................$2,200.00
Mendota clothing ...................................$3,500.00
Trustees .................................................$1,800.00
Troy Grove allow. ..................................$13,430.0
0
Troy Grove Chief .......................................$800.00
City of Mendota Fire Protection .............$4,100.00
City of Mendota Ambulance Serv…........$5,500.00
Mendota Chief ...........................................$800.00
Troy Grove Captain ....................................$350.
00
Troy Grove Lieutenants .............................$400.00
..............................................................$33,880.00
Insurance:
Leffelmen	..................................................$862.00
Liberty Mutual ........................................$1,518.00
McNeil ....................................................$9,052.00
..............................................................$11,432.00
All other disbursements less than $1000 each
................................................................$5,220.23
Total Items of Disbursements
............................................................$198,595.38
APPROVED
Trustees Mendota Troy Grove Rural Fire Protec-
tion
State of Illinois	 )
		  )ss
County of LaSalle	 )
I, Barry Sutton, Secretary of the Mendota-Troy 
Grove Rural Fire Protection District in the Counties 
of LaSalle and Bureau, State of Illinois, Do hereby 
certify that the above is a true copy of the Annual 
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 
for the Year Ending April 30, 2021.
Legal No. 0508
(May 26, 2021)

MENDOTA-TROY GROVE RURAL FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT SUMMARY OF CASH 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE 

YEAR ENDING APRIL 30, 2021
Cash Balance…...............................April 30, 2020
Money Market Account,
First State Bank Mendota….................$74,311.93
Checking Account, First 
State Bank, Mendota….........................…1,985.80
Cash Receipts
Schedule I …....................................….238,131.81
............................................................$314,429.54
Cash Disbursements
Schedule II…...................................…$198,595.38    
April 30, 2021
Money Market Account,
First State Bank Mendota…...............$113,343.74
Checking Account, 
First State Bank Mendota…....................$2,490.42
............................................................$314,429.54
Schedule I
Statement of Cash Receipts for the Year Ending 
April 30, 2021
Amount Received From County Collector, LaSalle 
County
Tax assessed by District for LaSalle County:
July 10, 2020.........................................$33,952.95
Aug. 7, 2020..........................................$64,831.67
Sep. 4, 2020..........................................$16,999.73
Sep. 30, 2020........................................$50,992.89
Dec. 18, 2020..........................................$2,964.62
Mar. 26, 2021.............................................$808.73
Mar. 27, 2021...............................................$54.59
............................................................$170,605.18
Amount Received from County Collector, Bureau 
County
Tax assessed by District for Bureau County:
Jun. 15, 2020.................................................$6.93
Jun. 15, 2020.................................................$7.22
Aug. 13, 2020........................................$12,116.93
Oct. 16, 2020...........................................$6,593.83
Nov. 25, 2020...............................................$48.53
..............................................................$18,773.44
Amount Received from the Treasurer of the State 
of Illinois 
For Illinois Replacement Tax:
May 22, 2020..........................................$4,253.73
Aug. 7, 2020............................................$4,419.52
Sep. 9, 2020............................................$3,265.85
Oct. 14, 2020...........................................$4,140.18
Dec. 9, 2020............................................$1,071.54
Jan. 11, 2021...........................................$5,096.22
Mar. 9, 2021............................................$1,841.25
Apr. 5, 2021.............................................$8,603.36
..............................................................$32,691.65
Interest Received from Money Market Account:
First State Bank…......................................$246.16
...................................................................$246.16
Miscellaneous Income:
Municipal League ...................................$3,487.54
Out of Dist. Income ...............................$11,396.84
Insurance Refund ......................................$931.00
..............................................................$15,815.38
Total Items of Cash Receipts
............................................................$238,131.81
Schedule II

Claim Deadline: 
November 18, 2021, 
A.D.
CIRCUIT CLERK
LASALLE COUNTY
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS
Attorney at Law
609 Eighth Avenue
Mendota, IL  61342
Phone:  815/ 539-5002
FAX:    815/ 538-5771
ARDC No. 6285775
No. 0504 (May 19,

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 

all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: 1621 
Knights Lane. 
Wednesday May 26th 
2pm-6pm, Thursday 
May 27th & Friday May 
28th 8am-5pm. Clothes, 
Books, Furniture, 
Pictures, Glassware & 
Much More. (05-26-21)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. 
End Roll- Cost 
Depends on Weight 
of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-
Leader.

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that all 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

Mon - Sat: 8-5
Sun: 11-4

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

COMPUTER SALES & SERVICEVETERINARIAN

MENDOTA COMPANION ANIMAL CENTRE
Rt. 251 N. • Mendota  • 815-539-6601

M, T, TH, F 7:30am-6pm • W 8am-Noon
www.mendotavet.com

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

ASPHALT

Commercial & 
Residential
Driveways

Parking Lots
Roads

Tar & Chip
Seal Coating

 Asphalt

Daniel Berchtold
309-361-9562

Up to your knees in algae and muck?

CHILD CARE

Earlville
Early Learning Center

Child Care and Early 
Education for children 

from 6 weeks to 
5 years old

For more information, 
call 815-414-5497 or 

email
aschultz@earlville9.org

Now Enrolling!

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

INTERIOR PAINTING

815-910-2604

Dees Painting

Paint
  Your
     World
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Rebecca McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker

www.tcrealtysales.net
Evening Phone Numbers

Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker 
708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 
815-539-9255

Jami Bauer, Broker 
815-993-7751

Lori Munson, Broker 
815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 

815-200-2233
Richard McConville, 

Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 

815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 

815-228-2842
Ryan Coss, Broker  
815-830-8636

Helping 
people 

find homes 
since 1983. 

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 

Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated  
Managing Broker

Abigail Vaessen, Broker

815-508-9715

Helping people find homes since 1983.

607 Sixth St., 
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

2532 Johnson St., West Brooklyn $89,999 
This 1.5 story home is located on a corner lot nestled in the heart of 
town. Beautiful back yard all fenced in for entertaining. Front porch 
with swing to enjoy listening to the birds. Shed off back of 1 car 
garage. Home features 3 to 4 bedrooms up, master bed on main 
floor. GFA (3yrs), central air, all appliances, electric service (3 yrs). All 
ready to move in to. 

503 W Martin St., LaMoille $35,000
Envision your future dream home! Unique L-Shaped 
oversized lot. Bring your tools! This is a fixer-upper home 
being sold As Is. No utilities on at site. Upstairs down to 
studs. New toilet, new water heater, shelving and cabinet 
all ready to be installed by new owner. Owner selling AS IS 

202 W Seymore St., Sublette $149,400
Captivating 4 bedroom 2.5 bathroom Sublette home! On the main 
level you will find a cozy and well-lit living room with a fireplace, 
spacious kitchen/dining area, 1 bedroom, laundry room/half bath, 
1 full bathroom, and access to the garage as well as a bonus sun 
room off the back. Upstairs features 3 bedrooms, 1 full bath, and 
a unique bonus room with a fireplace. Equipped with electric heat, 
no A/C. All appliances are staying.

MLS #10908570 
3644 E. 5th Rd., North Utica, IL.   

$187,500 
Located outside of Troy Grove. follow Vermillion St. over 
railroad crossing. Home on left side on curve. Unique 

property sits on 3 acres. 3 car garage, swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, fenced yard for small dogs. 3 bedrooms 2 bath, 
lower level family room with fireplace. Mobile home will 

be removed per LaSalle County Zoning. Call.

MLS#11060314 
2372 Cedar Grove Rd., Mendota   

$194,500
Located outside of Troy Grove. follow Vermillion 
St. over railroad crossing. Home on left side on 
curve. Unique property sits on 3 acres. 3 car 

garage, swimming pool, jacuzzi, fenced yard for 
small dogs. 3 bedrooms 2 bath, lower level family 
room with fireplace. Mobile home will be removed 

per LaSalle County Zoning. Call.

MLS# 11037821  306 S. East St 
Earlville $119,000.  Nice 3 bedroom 
home with large eat in sunny 
kitchen. Large deck on back and 
a closed in front porch. Affordable.  
Can close quickly. Call McConville 
Realty

WANTING A 
VACATION 

PROPERTY?

SEE US ABOUT 
WOODHAVEN 

LAKES 
PROPERTIES!

425 N. JONES AVE., AMBOY CONTINGENT………..................................................................$169,000
206 S. POPLAR ST., SUBLETTE, CONTINGENT...................................................................... $129,900

LOTS
25 W. MILTON ST., AMBOY 5 LOTS…......................................................................................…$28,500
109 W. MAIN ST., SUBLETTE COMMERCIAL LOT..................................................................... $20,000
919 MISSOURI DRIVE, DIXON LOST NATION LOT….................................................................$19,500
707 MISSISSIPPI DRIVE, DIXON LOST NATION.......................................................................... $4,900
415 ST. FRANCIS DRIVE, DIXON LOST NATION….......................................................................$4,900

Enjoy your day!

THE REAL ESTATE MARKET IS 
REALLY HEATING UP!

If you have thought about making a move, 
now is the time! Call us to find out what your 

home could be worth in today’s HOT Market!

Jami Bauer, 
Broker

815-993-7751

Lori Munson, 
Broker

815-228-4852

FEATURE
 HOME

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road, 

Sublette, IL
815-535-6295

247 Knox Road 
Pride of ownership shines throughout this beautiful 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath log home. Double sided 
stone fireplace, spiral staircase to loft room with pool table for enjoying family time. Loft over looks the 

dining, kitchen and living room. Sit outside by the fire pit and listen to nature or relax in the hot tub. Also, 
included is a tree house perfect for children to play in or for hunting deer. Have you always wanted a 

cabin in the woods to remind you of the Northwoods? Then this beautiful log home is for you. The owner 
hand picked and built this log home using trees from Wisconsin for his dream home.

CONTINGENT

PENDING

CONTINGENT
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