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Memorial Day 
ceremonies

AMBOY — The Amboy American Legion Post #453 will 
be holding its annual Memorial Day ceremony in Amboy at 
the Veterans Park at 10 a.m., on Monday, May 31.

The guest speaker for the annual ceremony will Mike 
Hickey. Included in the ceremony are prayer by Chaplain 
Tom Dickinson, Gettysburg address by Dana Merriman, and 
reading of General Logan’s orders by Kelton Schwamberger. 
Merriman and Schwamberger will also perform Taps. 

The Legion members will then head to Sublette for the 
Memorial Day ceremony at the Ellice Dinges Center at 11 
a.m., on Monday, May 31.

The guest speaker for the ceremony will be Ann Register 
from Flags of Freedom in Princeton. The “Flags of Freedom” 
committee, a non-profit organization, has been re-established 
in July of 2016 in order to support the four large flags in 
Princeton, in Bureau County. These 30 foot x 60 foot flags 
are hung from 153 foot poles at the intersection of Interstate 
80 and Route 26. The committee is working to raise funds 
to ensure that these flags remain flying.

The Post will also conduct a third Memorial Day ceremony 
at Woodhaven Lakes at noon, on Monday, May 31.

Poppy Sales
 This Memorial Day weekend volunteers will be in various 

locations in Amboy and Sublette selling poppies on both 
Friday and Saturday.  

Please show your appreciation to our veterans and those 
now serving active duty by being generous with your donation 
and by wearing your poppy proudly. 

AHS Class 
of 2021 

graduates

BY MONETTA YOUNG
Special to the Amboy 

News
LEE COUNTY – The Lee 

County Board met in regular 
session on Thursday, May 20.

The petition from the zon-
ing board to issue a special 
use ordinance for a property 
in Sublette for the purpose of 
constructing a Self-Storage 
Facility was rejected by the 
county board. 

Several board members 
spoke against the ordinance. 
Horstman reported that al-

lowing the variance would 
be at odds with the village 
of Sublette’s comprehensive 
plan.  Another board member 
noted that the county board 
should honor the local au-
thority. Proper drainage in 
the area was one concern. It 
was also noted that the village 
of Sublette has some say in 
what happens within a mile 
and a half of the village limits. 

The roll call vote was 22 
no and 1 yes.

Bob Sondergroth, ROE 
Superintendent thanked the 

Lee County board for its sup-
port over the last six years of 
his position. He is retiring on 
June 30. Chris Tennison has 
been hired to step-up into the 
position he is leaving.

The board approved the 
road use agreement with Big 
Sky Wind, the request for a 
new employee in the assess-
ment office and the salary of 
the County Engineer.

The board appointed Tom 
Wilson to fill District 3 vacan-
cy for a term effective May 
20 and ending on November 

30, 2022.
The board also appointed 

Donald J. Dinges as trustee of 
the Sublette Fire Protection 
District, Norris Tucker, Jr. 
as Commissioner of the Lee 
County Housing Authority 
and Norma Jean Brechon as 
Commissioner of the Lee 
County Housing Authority.

County votes down proposed self-storage facility

AJHS construction remains on pace for summer completion 
By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor
AMBOY – The new Amboy 

Junior High School is still on track 
to be open for the start of the school 
year in August. Reporting at the May 
18 Amboy School Board meeting, 
construction managers CTS Group 
said they expect to have work “mostly 
done” by the end of July and junior 
high teachers would be able to start 
moving in by early August. 

CTS said the project would be 
further along but they encountered 
a three-month loss of time last year 
waiting for NICOR. In spite of that 
delay, CTS feels comfortable saying 
the junior high will be ready for stu-
dents in August. 

On the high school side of the 

project, difficulties in receiving 
some materials has caused additional 
delays. CTS said much of the work 
is done but some installations will 
likely need to be completed after 
school starts, although that should not 
impact students returning to school 
as scheduled. 

PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS
Amboy High School Principal 

Janet Crownhart congratulated May 
Student of the Month Maggie Lowery. 

Curriculum and School Im-
provement

• Students are getting signed up for 
summer school. There are 17 students 
signed up to take 33 classes.

• Work has begun on Transitional 
ELA through the Regional Office of 
Education in conjunction with SVCC.

• The Ed Pathway team met with 
the ROE on May 11 and then as an 
Amboy team on May 12 to begin 
planning the work needed for the 
Pathway grant.

• AP tests were held on May 11, 
18, 19 and 20.

School Activities
• Prom was held on May 8. Prom 

court was Joe Ackert, Brady Jones, 
Preston Henkel, Trevor Vaessen, Lane 
Boehle, Madelyn McLaughlin, Bri-
anna Blaine, Gabby Jones, Mallory 
Powers, Eden Lindenmeyer. King and 
Queen were Joe Ackert and Madelyn 
McLaughlin.

• The National Honor Society 
donated $300 worth of puzzles and 
craft supplies to Heritage Square in 
Dixon. They also donated $250 to 

Teen Turf.
• FFA held an open house on May 2.
• AHS staff and students par-

ticipated in Denim Week to bring 
awareness to sexual assault victims. 
The high school donated $520.20 to 
the YWCA.

• Crownhart thanked everyone 
for their generosity for Teacher Ap-
preciation Week. Teachers received 
goodies all week along with gifts 
from the board. 

• The FFA Parli Pro Team com-
peted at the state contest on May 15 
and came in 4th place.

Amboy Junior High Principal 
Andrew Full 

Curriculum and School Improve-
ment

See SCHOOL page A4

AMBOY — Nicholas Tarr son of Andy and Rachel Tarr 
was named the “2021 Student of the Year” at Amboy High 
School. Nicholas will be attending Illinois State University 
in the fall to pursue a degree in Finance.

The First National Bank in Amboy is the proud sponsor of 
this $5,000.00 scholarship award.  This is the 38th year the 
Bank has sponsored this scholarship at Amboy High School.

Also recognized were the nine students of the month for 
the 2020/2021 school year and received a $500.00 award.  
They were: Nicholas Tarr, Brianna Blaine, Mallory Powers, 
Ethan Larson, Brooklyn Whelchel, Erin Latta, Madelyn 
McLaughlin, Gabrielle Jones and Margaret Lowery.

 The First National Bank in Amboy congratulates all the 
students and wishes them the best in all their future endeavors.

Mike Hickey of The First National Bank in Amboy 
presents the 2021 Student of the Year award to Nicholas Tarr 
during the Amboy High School Honors Night on Thursday.

Tonja Greenfield/Amboy News

Tarr named 2021 AHS 
Student of the Year 

AMBOY — The Am-
boy Education Foundation 
is proud to announce the 
2021recipients of the Shirley 
M. Rolf and the William and 
Betty Kidd Scholarships. 
Through the generosity of 
these individuals the Foun-
dation was able to allocate 
$42,000 in scholarships 
to graduating seniors and 
$3,000 to AHS students plan-
ning to attend the Whiteside 
Area Career Center (WACC) 
or Sauk Valley Community 
College (SVCC) next year.

The 2021 Shirley M Rolf 
Scholarship recipients are: 
Brianna Blaine and Brooklyn 
Whelchel (graduating se-
niors) and Hannah Blanton, 
Abigail Christofferson and 
Ana Lopez-Belmontes (AHS 
students attending WACC or 
SVCC next year).

The 2021 William and 
Betty Kidd Scholarship re-
cipients are: Sidney Corcoran 
and Tyler Stewart (2020 
scholarship recipients); Bri-
anna Blaine, Dashad Greene, 

Amboy Education Foundation 
announces scholarship recipients

Pictured above are the 2021 William and Betty Kidd 
Scholarship recipients from the class of 2021: Brianna 
Blaine, Madelyn McLaughlin, Mallory Powers and Nicholas 
Tarr.  Recipients not pictured include Dashad Greene and 
Brooklyn Whelchel.

Tonja Greenfield/Amboy News

Madelyn McLaughlin, Nich-
olas Tarr, Mallory Powers 
and Brooklyn Welchel (grad-
uating seniors) and Lauren 
Althaus, Hayden McCoy, 

Sidney Lewis, Lauren Tarr, 
Marie Shaw, Alexis Morgan, 
Chanlor Pohl and Nicole Lat-
ta ( AHS students attending 
WACC or SVCC next year). 

A complete list of honors night recipients and pictures 
will appear in the June 2nd edition of the Amboy News

Amboy High School held its 
graduation ceremonies for the 
Class of 2021 on Sunday afternoon 
in the gymnasium.  Pictured below, 
Brianna Blaine delivered an 
address during the ceremony. 

Courtesy photos
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Brought to you by:

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

City of Amboy
815- 857-3 814

Sensient Flavors
815-857-3691

Jones-Berry Lumber, Co.
815-857-2525

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
815-849-5232

Carriage House Electric
815-53 8-5598

The Center for KSB Health 
Services/Amboy

815-857-3044

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
815-849-5476

Mihm Jones Funeral Home
815-857-2611

Green River Chiropractic
815-857-2458

Vaessen Implement Repair
815-849-9010

Erbes Realty, LLC 
815-535-6295

Dimond Bros. Insurance 
815-857-3966

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
815-849-5222

Green River Oaks Resort 
815-857-2815

Amboy Food and Liquor
815-857-7020

Amboy Dental Group
815-857-2015

Pioneer State Bank
Member FDIC
815-849-5242

Shady Oaks Country Club 
815-849-5424

 
Sublette Mechanical

815-849-5223
  

Leffelman & Associates
Sublette – LaMoille – Amboy

815-857-2125

Memorial Day Program
Amboy Veterans’ Park

Monday, May 31, 2021  - 10 a.m.
Prelude ..........................................................................................................................
Post Colors .......................................................Amboy American Legion Post #453
National Anthem ...........................................................................................................
Opening Prayer ...................................................................... Chaplain Tom Dickson
Pledge to the Flag .........................................................................................................
 Audience remains standing for Moment of Silent Prayer for War Dead
Introduction of Speaker ............Amboy American Legion Commander Jack Mead 
Address .................................................................................................... Mike Hickey
Song ...............................................................................................................................
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address ..........................................................Dana Merriman
Reading of General Logan’s Orders .....................................Kelton Schwamberger
Musical selection of service songs ............................................................................
Salute by American Legion Post #453 ........................................................................
Taps .......................................................Dana Merriman and Kelton Schwamberger

Additional Legion Ceremonies:
11 a.m. – Ellice Dinges Center, Sublette
Noon – Main Center, Woodhaven Lakes
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from readers on current issues. Letters should be  
brief and must be signed, with a street address and 
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newspaper reserves the right to publish, edit,  
condense, revise or reject any submissions.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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Any type of 
property - any 
time of year 

(815)849-5476

10
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20
20

Mary Lovgren, 
Realtor/Broker 
815-994-1449

Salvador Bayron, 
Realtor/Broker
312-952-3409

Bonita Willis, 
Designated Managing 

Broker

Justin Wiley, 
Realtor/Broker
815-849-5476, ext 165

Marcia Kosowski, 
Realtor/Broker
815-582-2381

Lisa Maher, 
Realtor/Broker 

773-459-5472

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

We support local FFA chapters 
and all your efforts to educate and 
help future ag leaders put down 
tomorrow’s roots.

Trust in Tomorrow.®
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21

THEIR SACRIFICE 
OUR REMEMBRANCE

OUR FAMILY PROTECTING 
YOUR FAMILY

As we enjoy a long weekend, remember those 
that gave everything for the freedoms we enjoy.
Please join a local event honoring the sacrifice 
made by our military members and their families 
for our country.

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 
services available.

STERLING-The Amer-
ican Red Cross will hold a 
Blood Drive from 9:30 a.m. 
until 1:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, May 26, at the Sterling 
YMCA, 2505 YMCA. Call 
the Red Cross at 800-733-
2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.
org to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

STERLING-The Wh-
iteside 4-H Junior Master 
Gardener Pizza Garden SPIN 
Club will meet from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. at the  Whiteside 
Extension Office, 12923 
Lawrence Rd., on Thursdays, 
June 3 to July 15. Class is 
limited to 10 participants. 
Register online at go.illinois.
edu/JRMG4H.

STERLING-The Digital 
4-H Technology Series will 
be held from 8 to 9:30 a.m. 
at the Whiteside Extension 
Office, 12923 Lawrence Rd., 
on Saturday, June 5. Call the 
Whiteside County Extension 
Office at 815-632-3611 or 
register online at go.ill.edu/
Whiteside4HDigital.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy committee meetings 
will be held at 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 7, at the Community 
Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd.

FRANKLIN GROVE-
The American Red Cross will 
hold a Blood Drive from 1 
to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June 
8, at Atlasta Park Building, 
South State St. Call the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

AMBOY-The U of I Ex-
tension educators will pres-
ent the Lessons for Living 
Monthly Webinar, Medical 

Identity Theft, at 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 8. Register 
online for this free program 
at go.illinois.edu/2021HCE-
lessons.

EAST GROVE TWP-
The East Grove Township 
Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 8, at the East 
Grove Township Hall.

A M B O Y - L i f e s c a p e 
will hold a Senior Supply 
Drive-Thru on Wednesday, 
June 9. Adults 60 or older 
residing in Carroll, Lee, 
Ogle, or Whiteside Counties 
are elgible to receive a food 
box. You must register online 
at www.lifescapeservices.org 
to be assigned a pickup time 
and place.

Covid Draw Down 
& Chicken Dinner 

Drive-Thru
Tickets are almost gone. 

Things will be a little differ-
ent this year.  Our Chicken 
Dinner Drive-Thru will be 
held at the Teen Turf building, 
235 West Main from 4 – 6 
p.m., on June 12. No sales 
will be permitted that day. 
Tickets are $50 and include 
two dinners, two desserts, 
and a chance to win grand 
prize of $1,500. There will 
be other cash prizes as well. 
The drawing will be held on 
the Teen Turf’s Facebook 
page live at 7 p.m.  Tickets 
will be sold through our board 
members and Eileen Piper.  

Online Auction

The Teen Turf Virtual 
Auction will be held on 
Airauctioneer.com starting 
June 4 at noon and will end at 
8 p.m. on June 10. There will 
be a variety of items to bid on 
and win. Type in this Auction 
URL when it goes live on 
June 4: airauctioneer.com/
teen-turf-virtual-auction.  

Summer Program
Spaces are almost full and 

we will have a waiting list 
if need be. Covid has made 
things a little different this 
year. Space is limited and 
it is first come, first serve. 
Applications for Pre-K up to 
fourth grade were sent home. 
You may take a picture and 
email your completed appli-
cation to teenturf@yahoo.

com. If you have a fifth grader 
and up and want to attend all 
day Monday-Wednesday, you 
must call Teen Turf at 815-
857-4800 to inquire.   

Thank You’s  
We are always grateful for 

those that help us: Eileen and 
Irene Ramsdell for 25 years of 
service to St. Pat’s Food pan-
try. They also gave Teen Turf 
fruit, cupcakes, meat, cheese, 
and bread; we received an 
anonymous monetary do-
nation; Felicia and Matt for 
the cake; Kathy Gardner for 
the chicken strips and fries; 
Fran Kessel for the ice cream; 
anonymous donation of the 
candy; Nichols family for 
the rootbeer floats; Sandra 
Morrissey and Dennis Donna 

for the pizza; Sue Senn for the 
monetary donation; and Traci 
Skibbe and her family for 
bringing birthday treats for 
Khane and Pete and Connie 
Kemp for the chip boxes.  

Needs
If possible, we need freeze 

pops for the summer.  
Final Word

May our children’s lives 
reflect You, Lord, as they are 
made in Your image. May 
they be increasingly trans-
formed into the likeness of 
Christ so that their thoughts, 
words, and actions are those 
of Jesus. 

May love, mercy, and 
grace be their trademarks 
and flow from him each day 
to everyone they encounter.

LAMOILLE – Two men were killed 
when their vehicles collided on U.S. 
34 west of 2750 East Road, between 
LaMoille and Dover, on May 22.

Randy A. Jackson, 66, of Sublette, 
and Chad A. Monier, 48, of Princeton, 
died in the head-on collision that took 

place at approximately 7:10 a.m., 
according to Bureau County Sheriff 
James Reed.

The Bureau County Sheriff’s De-
partment, the Bureau County Coroner’s 
Office and the Illinois State Police 
Traffic Accident Reconstructionist are 

investigating the mishap.
Other emergency personnel re-

sponding to the scene were LaMoille 
Fire and Ambulance, the Illinois State 
Police and the Illinois Department of 
Transportation.

Police investigate fatality near LaMoille

WASHINGTON, DC –Director of the Tri-County Oppor-
tunities Council Rachael DeSpain is delivered congressional 
testimony in front of the House Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Labor Health and Human Services regarding the need for 
increased funding for Head Start.

“As Rachael articulates so well in her testimony, today 
nearly all Head Start programs are open with the vast ma-
jority conducing live, safe, and in-person programming and 
care,” said NHSA Executive Director Yasmina Vinci. “Ra-
chael is delivering an important message to Congress that 
underscores how vital Head Start is to the early childhood 
education landscape.”

In addition to her in-person testimony, DeSpain submitted 
a written witness statement, which includes the following 
call to action:

“For every four children in Head Start, there is only one 
Early Head Start slot, and millions of children go unserved. 
Among the millions unserved are the children who have 
been disproportionately affected this past year, those who 
face historic and systemic racism, and those who face greater 
likelihoods of childhood trauma. I urge the House to consider 
just how important it is to sustain Head Start’s critical services 
for our children and families, and beyond that, I urge you to 
consider greater investment in Head Start as investing in a 

tool that builds equity and opportunity in our communities, 
including my very own small, rural community.”

The Illinois Head Start Association is proud of DeSpain’s 
work to represent the national Head Start community.

“We extend our appreciation to Rachael DeSpain who 
is an outstanding advocate locally and nationally,” said 
Illinois Head Start Association Executive Director Lauri 
Morrison-Frichtl. “Through her service and her testimony, 
she exemplified the continued excellence of Head Start 
communities in Illinois and across the country, as well as 
their extraordinary efforts this past year to serve, heal, and 
bring us together.”

Head Start director testifies on Capital Hill

Drawing will be held on 
July 3rd at the 

150th Year Community 
Celebration. 

Need not be present to win.

Kevin Glenn is an Amboy resident and former Lieutenant of Amboy Fire. In 
March of this year, Kevin was seen in the ER for severe stomach pain where 
further testing diagnosed him with Stage 3 Colon Cancer. Kevin will be undergoing 
chemotherapy and incurring major medical expenses. The Amboy Firemen have put 
together a raffle fundraiser to give back in any way possible for the years of service 
he selflessly gave to the community.

Raffle Tickets
$5 each or $20 for (5)

1st Place: Iver Johnson Stryker AR-Style 12 Ga 20” with (5) Round Mags Nickel/Black Finish 
OR $500 cash
2nd Place: $400 Delta Travel Voucher
 *Second flight free with purchase of first flight in U.S.
3rd Place: Blackstone Tabletop Griddle 17”
4th Place: O’Connell Yogi Bear Park Weekend Campsite Rental *Non-Holiday

Purchase tickets from an AFPD member in-person or online. Payment 
via cash, check or Venmo (@amboyfire). Contact: info@amboyfire.com 

(Subject: Glenn Raffle) or Facebook Messenger.
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Matt Henkel
Feb. 18, 1979 - May 19, 2021

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

Memorial Day Mass!
Father Kramer will celebrate 

Mass at Holy Cross Cemetery 
at 10 a.m. on Memorial Day, 

Monday, May 31.
The special intention for this Mass 

is for all the veterans from our 
nation’s wars especially those who are buried at the 

Holy Cross Cemetery - 
and also for everyone else buried there as well.

Bring your own chairs. 
In case of  rain, Mass will be moved to Saint Flannen Church in Harmon.

All are welcomed!
1005000.1

ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Stop here for great rates with 
Americaʼs #1 car insurance company.
Give me a call today.

BYRON — Matt Henkel, 
42, of Byron, formerly of 
Sublette and Amboy died 
on May 19, 2021, with his 
family by his side. Matt 
fought a courageous 13-year 
battle with brain cancer and 
spent his last few months 
participating in a clinical 
trial in hope of advancing the 
cause of conquering GBM. 
Matt fought this battle with 
an unbelievable amount of 
love and support from family, 
friends, co-workers, and the 
community.

Matt was born in Men-
dota, on Feb. 18, 1979 to 
Paul and Susan Henkel. He 
was raised in Sublette and 
spent the majority of his life 
raising his family in Amboy, 
before moving to Byron. He 
graduated from Amboy High 
School in 1997 and from 
Illinois State University in 
2001. In 2002, he married 
Cammie Cook, his high 
school sweetheart and wife 
of nearly 20 years.

Matt’s love of golf led 
him to a career in course 
management. He started as 
an intern at the Byron Forest 
Preserve and was promoted 
to assistant superintendent, 
before realizing his dream of 
becoming superintendent of 
PrairieView Golf Course in 
2010. In 2018, Matt assumed 
the role of general manager/
superintendent before cancer 
tragically cut his career short. 
Matt embraced technology 
in the golf industry and was 
instrumental in bringing Prai-
rieFire to life. When he could 
no longer work, it brought 
him great joy and pride to 
view the daily usage reports 
and know that so many peo-

ple were spending quality 
time together and enjoying 
his dream.

Matt was a beloved father, 
son, uncle, brother, boss and 
friend to many and will be 
remembered for his smile, 
kindhearted nature, and will-
ingness to help out anyone. 
Matt was truly humbled by 
the many acts of kindness 
and love showered upon him 
and his family and wanted 
everyone to know how much 
he appreciated all that has 
been done to support his 
fight over the years. Special 
thanks to the caregivers at 
Serenity Hospice for their 
flexibility, understanding, 
and compassion. Thank you 
also to Bridgette Oester and 
Jones Funeral home, who 
were instrumental in coordi-
nating the donation of Matt’s 
brain to the NIH Brain Bank 
at UCLA.

Matt is survived by his 
wife, Cammie, son Ashton, 
and daughters Claire and 
Mara, his parents Paul and 
Sue Henkel of Sublette; sis-
ters, Rachel (Andrew) Tarr, 
of Amboy and Sarah (Ken) 
Gehant, of Compton; grand-
mothers, Patricia Syskow-
ski, of Mendota and Betty 
Henkel, of Sublette; many 
aunts, uncles, and cousins; his 
in-laws, Les and Deb Cook, 
of Amboy, Jenny and Scott 
Full, of Amboy, and Breann 
and Brian Welker, of Dixon; 
and nine nieces and nephews 
whom he loved dearly. 

He was preceded in death 
by his younger sister, Cath-
arine Henkel, grandfathers, 
Stan Syskowski and Cletus 
Henkel, and uncle, David 
Henkel.

At Matt’s request, his 
body will be cremated, and 
there will be no services. 
Matt felt fortunate to have 
been able to spend the past 
year celebrating his life in 
large and small ways with 
his friends and family that he 
loved so much. Cancer taught 
Matt many lessons about the 
value of time, and he would 
much prefer everyone use the 
hours that would have been 
spent attending services to 
make memories with family, 
volunteer, or engage in a 
random act of kindness to 
brighten someone else’s day.

Memorials may be di-
rected to the Matt Henkel 
fund at First National Bank 
in Amboy to be used for his 
children’s college education, 
the Wee One Foundation, or 
the donor’s choice. The omis-
sion of flowers is requested.  

Arrangements by the 
Jones Funeral Home in 
Dixon.  

Online condolences can 
be left at www.thejonesfh.
com.

Recycle! 
Recycle! 
Recycle!

• On April 26 a faculty 
meeting was held to dis-
cuss the IAR and changes 
for next year along with 
discussion about Teachers’ 
Appreciation Week, virtual 
voyage, and grades. Amie 
Wiseman came and reviewed 
the technology subscriptions 
that will be renewed for the 
upcoming school year.

PBIS
On April 26 the monthly 

PBIS celebration/assembly 
was held over Google Meets 
and the following awards 
were handed out:

Students of the Month
5th Grade-Faith Fenwick 

and Kahne Skibbe.
6th Grade-Madisyn Heath 

and Ryan Garcia.
7 t h  G r a d e - E m i l i e 

Reed-Dempsey and Olivia 
Ketchum.

8th Grade-Emersyn No-
ble and Atticus Goff.

P.E.- Alexa McKendry 
and Gavin Eisenberg.

Clipper P.R.I.D.E.- Wy-
att Eisenberg, AJ Fisher, 
Carissa McRoberts, Callan 
Christoffersen, Tyler Mahar, 
Ayla Costner, Caleb Shugars, 
Nico Warner, Ty Florschuetz, 
Tinley Whitney, Lane Goff, 
Adrian Mimini, Dominic 
Fonderoli, Alena Shaw, Josh 
McKendry, Karagen Welch, 
Owen Althaus, Lily Mon-
tantes, Tyrah Vaessen, Abby 
Hicks, and Jason Hemmen.

Faculty and Staff Rec-
ognition- Arly Kaecker and 
Katie Henkel.

Students also got to pick 
envelopes for Fannie May 
sales, money was handed 
out to top sellers, and Henry 
Klein received $1,000 after 
his name was drawn for a 
multi-school drawing.

School Activities
AJHS track competed at 

Sectionals on May 8 and the 
following athletes placed:

7th Grade Girls - 5th 
8th Grade Girls - 3rd 
In 7th grade girls, Isabella 

Yanos - 2nd 100M, 1st 200M; 
Madison Althaus - 2nd 
400M; and 1st 4x100 - Lily 
Leffelman, Alexa McK-
endry, Stephanie Nave, and 

Isabella Yanos. 
In 8th grade girls, Cierra 

Kessel - 3rd 100M, 2nd 
400M; Natalie Pratt - 2nd 
800M; Karagen Welch - 3rd 
800M; and 3rd 4x200 - Cierra 
Kessel, Gloria Parker, Natalie 
Pratt, and Karagen Welch.

7th Grade Boys - 8th 
8th Grade Boys - 1st
In 7th grade boys, Nick 

Noble 1st - 800M.
In 8th grade boys, Josh 

McKendry - 1st 100M, 1st 
200M, 1st Discus; Caleb 
Yanos- 3rd 100M, 2nd 200M; 
Quinn Leffelman- 3rd Dis-
cus, 1st 110M Hurdles; Mi-
chael Shoemaker- 3rd 800M; 
Jaden Haley- 2nd 1600M; 
and 1st 4x100- Nick Noble, 
Quinn Leffelman, Josh McK-
endry, Caleb Yanos.

• On May 7, AJHS held 
their yearly severe weather 
drill and on May 10 the third 
and final fire drill was held.

• Quinn Leffelman and 
Tyrah Vaessen were chosen 
to receive the IPA Student 
Leadership Award.

Principal Joyce Scham-
berger, Central Elementary 

School Improvement
• During the SIP day on 

May 24, Student of the Month 
awards were handed out as 
well as the annual End of the 
Year Awards by grade level. 
The afternoon gave teachers 
time to post grades as per 
contractual agreement.

PBIS
• Students will walk to 

Meusel’s Dairy Delite for an 
end of the year ice cream treat 
on May 26 after eating lunch.

School Activities
• The Annual Track and 

Field day was held on May 
21. Chris Payne, PE teach-
er, planned all games and 
activities.

• Congratulations to 4th 
grade students Parker Zim-
merly and Isabelle Klein. 
They were chosen as the 
recipients of the Illinois Prin-
cipals Association Student 
Leadership Award represent-
ing Amboy Central School.

• Schamberger thanked 
all the parents who donated 
food items and soda to the 
lounge for Teacher Appreci-
ation Week. 

OTHER BUSINESS
• A new board member, 

Amanda “Mandy” Powers, 
was sworn in during a Fi-
nance Committee meeting 
held on April 29. School 
board president Nicole Jones 
said the election authority 
provided the final vote tally 
for the April 6 consolidated 
election showing that Powers 

received 245 votes for the 
four-year term of office.

• Katie Pratt discussed the 
progress of Strategic Plan-
ning for the district. The core 
committee is in place, and she 
hoped the committee would 
have their first meeting the 
week of May 24 to discuss 
the timeline, the process that 
will be followed, and what the 
larger committee will look 
like. Pratt said the purpose of 
strategic planning is to create 
a new mission and vision for 
Amboy schools and getting 
input from the community 
is a priority. “We have to talk 
to the people we’re serving,” 
she said.

• Superintendent Josh-
ua Nichols said he is very 
excited that the summer 
food program will continue. 
Food will be picked up on 
Wednesdays. 

• Nichols was also pleased 
to announce that the end 
of year enrollment in the 
district is up to 742. “That’s 
the highest it has been since 
the 2012-13 school year,” 
he said.

• Several Intergovernmen-
tal Cooperation Agreements 
were approved by the board. 
They include consolidating 
with Ohio  for baseball, 
softball, volleyball, boys 
basketball, and girls basket-
ball for the next two school 
years; with LaMoille and 
Ohio for football and football 
cheerleading for the next two 
school years; with LaMoille, 
Ashton-Franklin Center and 
Ohio for boy’s and girl’s cross 
country, boy’s and girl’s golf, 
boy’s and girl’s track and 
field, and wrestling for the 
next two school years. They 
also approved an agreement 
with Ashton-Franklin Cen-
ter for the Early Childhood 
Pre-K Program. 

• The board approved an 
agreement with Architect 
Richard L. Johnson Asso-
ciates, Inc. for an outdoor 
classroom to be constructed 
at Central School near the 
baseball diamond. The proj-
ect will include tables and a 
sturdy pavilion. 

PERSONNEL
Following closed session, 

the board accepted the resig-
nations of Kalla Mahar as a 
paraprofessional, effective 
May 26 and of Karen Smith 
as custodian, effective May 
14. They also approved a 
quote from the CTS Group for 
unit ventilator replacement 
with condensing units and 
exhaust fan replacements at 
the high school.

SCHOOL continued from page A1
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To be an immigrant 
means to belong to 
two countries, but 

emotionally never quite be 
at home in either. In Amer-
ican author Jhumpa Lahiri’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning book 
of short stories, “The In-
terpreter of Maladies,” the 
Indian immigrant narrator of 
the final story describes this 
indeterminate condition: “I 
have remained in this new 
world for nearly 30 years. I 
know that my achievement is 
quite ordinary. I am not the 
only man to seek his fortune 
far from home, and certainly 
I am not the first. Still, there 
are times I am bewildered 
by each mile I have traveled, 

each meal I have eaten, each 
person I have known, each 
room in which I have slept. 
As ordinary as it all appears, 
there are times when it is 
beyond my imagination.”

All nine stories are excel-
lent; in seven, Lahiri charts 
the voyages, both physical 
and emotional, of Indian 
immigrants to Boston. Two 
stories take place in India, 
including “The Interpreter 
of Maladies.” The interpret-
er is Mr. Kapasi, a tourist 
guide who is chauffeuring 
an American family to the 
Sun Temple at Konarak. He 
is a fastidious gentleman 
who tells them about his job 
translating the symptoms of 

Gujarati patients for a doctor 
who doesn’t know the Gu-
jarati language. In his youth 
Mr. Kapasi “had dreamed of 
being an interpreter for diplo-
mats and dignitaries, resolv-
ing conflicts between people 
and nations, settling disputes 
of which he alone could un-
derstand both sides.”  When 
the wife encourages Mr. 
Kapasi to elaborate, and even 
offers further contact after 
her return to America, he is 
thrilled, misinterpreting her 
casual flirtation: “In its own 
way this correspondence 
would fulfill his dream of 
serving as an interpreter 
between nations.”  

Children narrate two 
stories. “When Mr. Pirzada 
Came to Dine” takes place 
in Boston in 1971 when 
Bangladesh fought its war 
of independence against 
Pakistan. Every evening, Mr. 
Pirzada comes for dinner and 
the evening news. His wife 
had insisted that their seven 
daughters all have names be-
ginning with the letter A. One 
day “Mr. Pirzada produces 
from his wallet a black-and-
white picture of seven girls at 

a picnic, their braids tied with 
ribbons, sitting cross-legged 
in a row, eating chicken curry 
off of banana leaves. ‘How 
am I to distinguish? Ayesha, 
Amira, Amina, Aziza, you 
see the difficulty.’”  Though 
our 10-year old narrator does 
not comprehend the war, she 
is aware that Mr. Pirzada’s 
family is in grave danger.  

Lahiri’s immigrants are 
husbands and wives who 
cope with crises, who have 
affairs with married men, let 
themselves in for sketchy 
friendships, and try to assim-
ilate in an alien world. I came 
to America with my family 
when I was 14. The bewil-
derment, the urge to fit in, 
the sheer incomprehension 
are all familiar. A visiting 
German friend summed it 
up: “America is so much 
stranger than I could ever 
have imagined.”

Lee Center Woodside Cemetery 
Memorial Day service set for Sunday

AMBOY —  The annual Memorial Day service will be held at 10 a.m., on Sunday, May 
30, at Woodside Cemetery. The service will be led by Pastor Jack Briggs of the Lee Center 
Congregational United Church of Christ. The veteran’s roll call will be honored.  Please bring 
your own lawn chairs. In the event of rain, the service will be held at the church in Lee Center.  

This year, the Amboy American Legion will not be in attendance to present the colors 
although donations will be taken for their organization.

With With 
  Fondest Memories  Fondest Memories

Jim Marchesi
Feb. 8, 1909 – July 9, 1977

May the Lord bless you with 
His graces and warm, loving 

heart.

Always in our hearts & 
thoughts

Sons James & Larry 
Marchesi

Rick Ketchum
June 6, 1950 – Feb. 7, 2019

Your courage and bravery 
still inspire us, and the 

memory of your smile fills us 
with joy and laughter.

Loving husband, Father and 
Grandfather

Love,
Kathy Ketchum

Mary B. 
Marchesi

Jan. 3, 1911 – July 12, 1998

May the Lord bless you with 
His graces and warm, loving 

heart.

Always in our hearts & 
thoughts

Sons James & Larry 
Marchesi

Ronald Vaessen
July 19, 1940 – July 31, 2020

Forever missed, never 
forgotten. May God hold you 

in the palm of His hand.

Ruth Ann, Julie, Jared 
and families

Don Wellman
Nov. 22, 1934 – Jan. 14, 2015

Forever missed, never 
forgotten. May God hold you 

in the palm of His hand.

Donna Wellman and Family

Richard J. 
Wagner

March 29, 1932 – Oct. 9, 2008

Forever missed, never 
forgotten. May God hold you 

in the palm of His hand.

Donna, John, Jeff, Eileen, 
Dirk and Nick

Ted Phillips
Feb. 11, 1935 – March 5, 2019

Ene Phillips
Nov. 14, 1933 – Dec. 5, 2019

Dad and Mom,
May God cradle you in His arms until we meet again.

Missing You,
Mary and Mike Mays

Nicole Wellman 
Ham

Dec. 21, 1981 – April 30, 2021

May God’s angels guide you 
and protect you throughout 

time.
Mother of 4 who lived in 

Galena

Linn and Kent Barney

Staff 
Sgt. Fred 
Schmidt
July 13, 1932 – 

Nov. 7, 2011

You were a light in our life that 
burns forever in our hearts. 

Served in Texas, Alaska and the 
Korean War.

Love,
Judith Schmidt

Nancy A. 
Greenfield

Feb. 10, 1941 – Aug. 4, 2016

Your courage and bravery 
still inspire us, and the 

memory of your smile fills us 
with joy and laughter.

Love,
John and Tonja

Pat Burke
July 6, 1946 – 
Jan. 29, 2021

Your courage and 
bravery still inspire us, and the 
memory of your smile fills us 

with laughter.

Bill Burke
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment
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be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is 
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per 
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive 
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
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The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer 
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its 
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for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column

On This Day in History

OFFICE HOURS
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Monday, Tuesday
9 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday and major holidays.

BY STEPHEN HIP-
PLER, MD, FACP

Chief Clinical Officer	
OSF HealthCare
and BY HEATHER J. 

BOMSTAD, MSN, RN
Vice President, Chief 

Nursing Officer
OSF HealthCare Saint 

Paul Medical Center

History books are 
filled with people 
accomplishing 

what once was believed 
impossible. 

In 1962, President Ken-
nedy challenged us to reach 
the moon by the end of the 
decade. On July 20, 1969, 
Neil Armstrong took “one 
giant leap for mankind.”

Today we stand similarly 
on the brink of a historic 
breakthrough in the fight 
against COVID-19. Unsung 
heroes in the scientific, 

OSF HealthCare: Let’s come together and finish what we started

academic and medical com-
munities have developed 
safe, effective vaccines. The 
collective effort is unprece-
dented.

But the war to end this 
pandemic that has claimed 
well over half a million 
lives in this country alone is 

not over. One missing link 
remains:

You.
Without you, millions of 

research hours could ulti-
mately be wasted. It would 
be like stopping the moon 
quest with an orbit: Wave 
as you go by, because we’ve 

decided not to get out and 
walk around.

We need to finish what 
we started and ensure all of 
us can enjoy healthier lives 
and a return to normalcy. 

COVID-19 has taken so 
much from so many. The last 
year has been hard – untold 
deaths, disrupted families, 
uncelebrated milestones 
and holidays, isolation from 
family members, commu-
nity lockdowns, a battered 
economy.

You can help end the 
suffering. You, your family, 
friends, neighbors, col-
leagues and everyone you 
don’t know – all of us – can 
help by getting vaccinated. 
If you’re uncertain, it’s un-
derstandable. But accepting 
a new vaccine to stop the 
spread of deadly disease is 
something we as a society 

Bomstad Hippler

have done before. And it’s 
paid off. 

Through the first half of 
the 20th century, we battled 
polio. Most of those affected 
were children. Public places 
were shut down, hospital 
wards were filled with iron 
lungs, and afflicted young-
sters struggled with leg brac-
es and crutches. Thankfully, 
research produced a vaccine 
that virtually eradicated 
polio. 

Ending polio was a na-
tional campaign. A lot of 
pride and patriotism went 
into protecting one another. 
We did it together - standing 
up as one for our children, to 
end the death and suffering.

Now we find ourselves in 
an even greater fight. Many 
of those most at risk for se-
rious illness or death from 
COVID-19¬ are among 
those who stepped up to be 
vaccinated against polio. 
They did their part to secure 
a healthier existence for the 

generations that followed.  
We urge you to educate 

yourself about the risks and 
benefits of the vaccines. 
Make an informed decision. 
Talk to your primary care 
provider. 

Review the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion research and the safety 
evidence of thousands of 
vaccinations given in clini-
cal trials and many millions 
given since. 

Vaccination of most of 
us is our best shot to get us 
back to the things we love 
– hugging family, enjoying 
friends, growing our busi-
nesses, attending big events 
and worship services.

This is the moonshot mo-
ment of our generation. But 
this time, we aren’t being 
asked to watch in awe. This 
time, all of us are called to 
be the heroes – for ourselves, 
parents, children and future. 

Let’s take this giant leap 
for mankind together.

100 Years Ago
May 27, 1921

J.L. Glassburn and Ted Coates went 
to Chicago Tuesday morning to drive 
out a couple of Fords.

Miss Clair Flach is among the nu-
merous people in Amboy and vicinity 
who are possessors of new Ford cars. 

Mrs. Nora Lynch entertained a com-
pany of friends last evening in honor 
of Miss Agnes Hogan, who left for her 
home in Denver Monday.

The Amboy Band will give their first 
open air concert next Monday evening.

75 Years Ago
May 30, 1946

Dale Robbins, Amboy Township 
High School vocational agriculture 
student, has been awarded a medal for 
efficient milk production in state F.F.A. 
efficient milk production contest. Dale 

and his brother, Kenneth jointly own a 
herd of Holstein cows.

On and after May 31, Dr. N.B. Podor-
ney, local chiropractor, will be located 
in the Entorf building over the I.N.U. 
office. He has moved there from the 
Fenten building on Main Street.

Miss Patricia Antoine began work 
Monday morning at the First National 
Bank in Amboy for the summer vaca-
tion period.

50 Years Ago
May 27, 1971

John Blackburn received The Amboy 
News award as the outstanding senior 
athlete of Amboy High School in 1970-
71. James Mahar, newly appointed AHS 
athletic director presented the trophy to 
John at the annual AHS athletic banquet 
May 19. 

Glenn Ersfeldt, veteran rural carrier, 
retired from active service on May 15, 

1971. He had been in the U.S. Postal 
Service for 44 years and five months 
and was serving as carrier on Amboy 
rural route one when he retired.

25 Years Ago
May 23, 1996

Jack Braggo, Superintendent of Pub-
lic Works, operates from a cherry picker 
last Thursday as he installs a “Welcome 
to Amboy” banner in front of The First 
National Bank. The banners are a project 
of the Amboy Area Chamber of Com-
merce. One side of the banner features 
the Depot Museum and the other side 
has a Clipper Ship on it.

 The Amboy AARP 2326 met at the 
Fellowship Hall of United First Church 
on May 14. Mabel Spencer, one of the 
members, was honored with the Vol-
unteer of the Year certificate, pin and 
proclamation. 

A well-intentioned, 
but really dumb, 
bill pending be-

fore the Legislature would 
allow pet shops to sell dogs 
and cats only if they are 
obtained from a pound or 
rescue group.

The idea behind House 
Bill 1711 is to put so-called 
“puppy mills” out of busi-
ness. 

That’s a noble goal. 
Unfortunately, the mea-

sure won’t help a single dog 
or cat and the only establish-
ments it will cause to fold are 
reputable pet stores. 

Under this bill, consumers 
could buy dogs from breed-
ers. But pet stores would be 
prohibited from purchasing 
from them.

“This bill is being driven 
by emotion, not facts. If this 
bill passes it will put us out of 
business,” said Ana Soskic, 
president of Furry Babies, 
which has pet stores in Rock-
ford, Aurora and Lombard. 

Soskic noted that folks 
who shop at her stores usually 
are looking for a specific dog 
breed. 

“They want to buy pure-
bred dogs and if our stores  
are getting dogs from animal 
shelters, we aren’t going to 
be able to provide them with 
what they want,” she said. 

Soskic said she carefully 
vets the breeders who supply 
to her stores to ensure that 
all of the puppies and kittens 
have been raised in humane 
conditions. She added she 
would wholeheartedly sup-
port legislation to more 
stringently regulate breeding 
facilities.

“I got into this business 
because I love dogs,” she said. 
“By selling dogs in our stores, 
we are helping customers so 
they won’t have to drive 700 
or 800 miles to buy directly 
from breeders. This bill does 
nothing to address the condi-
tions at places where animals 
are born.”

The measure has been 
approved by the House and 
is pending in the Senate. 

It has drawn opposition 

Measure won’t help a single dog or cat

from the Illinois State Veter-
inary Medical Association. 

“We support families be-
ing able to obtain pets from 
a shelter, animal control, pet 
stores or private breeders,” 
said Dr. Colleen Lewis, pres-
ident of the state veterinary 
association. 

“We support consumer 
choice and this bill limits 
their choices,” she added. 
“If a family wants to buy a 
specific breed of dog or cat, 
they should be able to buy 
what is best for their family.” 

Here is how the American 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals defines 
“puppy mill:” “A puppy mill 
is a large-scale commercial 
dog breeding operation that 
places profit over the well-be-

ing of its dogs.”
But this legislation essen-

tially lumps most breeders 
into that category.

There are bad dog breeders 
out there just like there are 
unethical physicians, sloppy 
plumbers and dishonest ac-
countants. But most breeders, 
like most people in any given 
profession, do a good job.

In fact, most of the dog 
breeders I’ve met are nice 
people who love animals and 
are committed to finding them 
good homes.

I too love animals. And I 
can’t bear the thought of any 
dog or cat living in less than 
humane circumstances. But 
that shouldn’t be surprising. 
I’m the son and husband of 
veterinarians.

Over the years, we have 
opened our home to many 
animals. 

Some of these creatures 
have special needs. For exam-
ple, there was the kitten born 
without eyes that we took in 
and cared for a dozen years.  
There was the elderly (and 
grumpy) mongrel we adopt-
ed when its owner entered 
hospice care. 

And, yes, over the years 
we also have bought some 
purebreds from reputable 
breeders. Dog breeders, are 
mostly mom-and-pop busi-
ness owners. In fact, most 

of those I know are doing it 
part-time to supplement their 
income.

I bought Hershey, a Lab-
rador retriever puppy, from 
an older woman in Rio, Ill., 
who was battling multiple 
sclerosis and living on Social 
Security.

Despite her physical ail-
ments, she made sure the dogs 
were clean and well-cared for.

In the years after our pur-
chase, she periodically would 
inquire how her “baby” was 
getting along.

She certainly didn’t get 
rich raising dogs. But it 
helped her make ends meet. 
And she found loving homes 
for hundreds of puppies. But 
the bill before the Legislature 
would prohibit pet stores from 
buying from businesses such 
as hers.

A better approach for 
Illinois would be to follow 
Ohio’s example and pass 
more stringent health regu-
lations for animal breeders 
because the current legislation 
is unfair to reputable breeders, 
well-run pet stores and, most 
importantly, to consumers 
who want choices.

Scott Reeder is a veteran 
statehouse journalist. He 
works as a freelance reporter 
in the Springfield area. He can 
be reached by email at Scot-
treeder1965@gmail.com.
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AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette• 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AUTO SALES/SERVICE
Gerdes Auto & Truck Sales & Service, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Amboy  • 815-857-3722 
www.gerdessales.com

BAR/RESTAURANT
Sublette Saloon Inc. 
1831 Tower Road • Sublette • 815-849-5470

DENTIST  

Amboy Dental Group  
Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D. and  
Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S. 
305 E. Joe Drive, Suite 120 • Amboy 
815-857-2015

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR  

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette • 815-849-5223

Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 • 815-849-9010

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette  • 815-849-5222

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
The First National Bank  in Amboy (FDIC) 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy  
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center 
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com

First State Bank 
2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn 
815-628-3121 
Firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

Pioneer State Bank (FDIC) 
303 S. Pennsylvania Ave • Sublette • 815.849.5242 
www.pioneerstatebank.com

FUNERAL HOME
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
303 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-2611 
www.thejonesfh.com

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES
Shell Express Lane 

342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

GOLF COURSE  

Shady Oaks Golf Club 
Highway 52 between Amboy & Sublette 

815-849-5424

GROCERY/LIQUOR
Bonnell’s General Store 

200 Reeve St. • Sublette • 815-849-5522

Amboy Food and Liquor 
242 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-7020

HARDWARE/LUMBER
Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 

1 S. Commercial •  Amboy  • 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

INSURANCE
Dimond Bros. Insurance 

10 E Division St. • Amboy • 815-857-3966

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  

The Amboy News 
245 E. Main Street  •  Amboy • 815-857-2311

PHOTOGRAPHY
On 3 Photo 

Amboy • 815-857-4686  • www.on3photo.com

REAL ESTATE
Erbes Realty, LLC 

1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL 
815-535-6295  •  Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties 
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197 • www.rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 
509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette • (815) 849-5476 

www.woodhavenlakes.com

RESTAURANT  

Amboy Family Restaurant and Pizza Junction 
211 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-3985

VETERINARY CARE
Amboy Veterinary Clinic 

Hwy. 52 • Amboy • 815-857-2215

www.fnbamboy.com

Amboy • Dixon 
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center

815-857-3625

The First National The First National 
Bank in AmboyBank in Amboy

2025 Sublette Road
Sublette

MICHAEL VAESSEN
Phone: 815-849-5223
Cell: 815-994-7543

www.sublette-mechanical.com

Highway 52 
between Amboy & Sublette

815-849-5424
Tee times required weekends & holidays

GOLF CLUB

Early Deadlines
The Amboy News 

will have 

EARLY 
DEADLINES

for our issue of June 2 due to  
Memorial Day.

Advertising deadline is  
Thursday, May 27 at noon

Editorial deadline is  
Friday, May 28 at 10 a.m. 

 
Our office will be closed on Monday, May 

31 in honor of Memorial Day. We will 
reopen on Tuesday, June 1, at 8 a.m.

05192021

ASHTON – The Amboy Lady Clippers 
dropped a 7-5 decision to Ashton-Franklin 
Center in varsity softball action on May 17 
at Ashton.

Amboy held a 4-0 lead through four and 
a half innings before AFC stormed back to 
tie the game with four runs in the bottom of 

the fifth. The home team broke the tie with 
a three-spot in the bottom of the sixth and 
Amboy added a run in the seventh.

Madelyn McLaughlin smashed a home 
run for the Lady Clippers, while Gabby Jones 
collected a pair of singles.

Hannah Blanton was the losing pitcher.

Lady Clippers drop a 7-5 decision 
to Ashton-Franklin Center

WALNUT — The Walnut 5K Run/Walk 
for ALS Research (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) 
will be Saturday, July 3, 2021. The run/walk 
starts at 8 a.m. in front of the Bureau Valley 
Elementary Walnut Campus. 

Entry fee is $15 if received by June 25. 
T-shirts guaranteed to all who register by June 
25. Race day registration time is 6:45-7:45 
a.m. prior to race. 

Trophies awarded to first, second, and third 
place overall male and female and medals to 
top three in age groups (male and female); 13 
age groups. Trophies to first male and female 
Walnut finishers. Walkers are encouraged to 
participate. Bib chip timing, professional road 
race scoring team, and accurately measured 
course. 

Join us for our 10th year in support of 
raising money for ALS research and add on 
to the $82,000 already raised over the past 
nine years. Due to Covid, the organizers 
will be looking to make this a safe racing 
environment for all participants. 

Contact Brad Monier, Co-Race Director, 
to request an entry form or link to online 
registration at 815-303-9346 or email wal-
nut5kals@gmail.com. 

This race gets approximately 300-400 
participants.

Plans underway for Walnut 5K 
Run/Walk for ALS Research

Recycle! Recycle! 
Recycle!
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

Estate Sale
45 N. Jefferson Ave.  

Amboy, IL. 
Friday, May 28, 8-4 &  
Saturday, May 29, 8-1

Treadle Sewing Machine,  
Dishes, furniture, Antiques, Solid Oak 

Dressers, small appliances, Beds, 
Tables, Chairs, knick-knacks,  

Depression Glass, pot and pans,  
bedding, curtains, and much more. 

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S 
& VANS

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LTZ 
4x4, Silver ............................$33,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4, LT, 
Maroon ................................$30,900 

2016 Chevy Equinox LT AWD,  
Blue  ....................................$13,900 
2016 Chevy Equinox FWD LTZ, 
4CYL, White ........................$13,500

2019 GMC Acadia, AWD, SLE, 
4,700 miles, Maroon .......... $29,500
2017 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4WD, 62K 
miles, Black..............................$42,500 

2017 Chevy Traverse LTZ, AWD, 
51K miles, White .................$27,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 
Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process
• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2017 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4WD, GM Certified, Black, 1-owner, Local Trade w/62K 
miles, Leather, Heated Seats and More!

$42,500

2017 Chevy Tahoe LT

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICES	LEGAL NOTICES	

511 511 
STORAGE UNITS	STORAGE UNITS	

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF 
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
LEE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
ESTATE	 )
OF	 )Case		
LeLaLu	 )No.
Maxwell,	 )2021
deceased	)P 50

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of 
the death of LeLaLu 
Maxwell of Amboy, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on April 
26, 2021 to Gary Wm. 
Maxwell of 778 Green 
Wing Rd., Amboy, IL 
61310 as Independent 
Executor whose 
attorney is Guilfoyle 
& Stevenson, LLP, 
1316 Meriden Street, 
Mendota, IL 61342.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Lee 
County Circuit Clerk, 
Probate Division, Lee 
County Courthouse, 
309 S. Galena Avenue, 
Dixon, IL 61021, or 
with the representative 
or both on or before 
October 31, 2021 and 
any claim not filed 
within that period is 
barred. 		
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 

the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 
ten days after it has 
been filed.
May 12, 19, 26, 2021
No. 0502

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 

business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: 1621 
Knights Lane. 
Wednesday May 26th 
2pm-6pm, Thursday 
May 27th & Friday May 

28th 8am-5pm. Clothes, 
Books, Furniture, 
Pictures, Glassware & 
Much More. (05-26-21)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

 245 E. Main Street 
815-857-2311

ww.amboynews.com

Spring is a GREAT TIME to clean 
your closets, basements, garages, and sheds. Eliminate all those old tools, lawn 

chairs, flower pots, clothes, and grandma’s doilies stored in the attic.

Have a GARAGE CLEARANCE SALE!
Advertise your garage sale listings in the Amboy News! We highlight your sale 
listing in a special GARAGE SALES BOX - easy for your garage sale customers 

to clip-out and go on the hunt.
In addition, we can place your listing in other area newspapers reaching over 31,000 homes for one price.

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.

BIG GARAGE SALE 
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
1846 TODD RD., SUBLETTE

5/27 THURS   5/28 FRI   5/29 SAT  
8 AM-5 PM

5/30 SUN   8 AM - NOON
Antiques, Furniture, Kitchen, Bath, Living, Office, Toys, 
Baby, Adult & Girls Clothing, Tools, Misc Household/

Electrical Items

GARAGE SALE
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
101 W. SEYMORE, SUBLETTE

5/27 THURS   5/28 FRI   5/29 SAT
8 AM – 2 PM

GARAGE SALE
20 N JONES AVE., AMBOY

FRI  5/28  8 AM – 4 PM
SAT   5/29   8 AM – 3 PM

Baby Bed, Antiques, Something for Everyone!

AREA GARAGE SALES

An �Advertising �Proverb

When Mark Twain was editing a newspaper in 
Missouri, one of his subscribers wrote in, 
saying that he had found �a spider in his 

newspaper and wondered whether �it was a 
sign of good or bad luck.

Twainʼs response: ʻʻFinding a spider is neither 
good luck nor bad. �The spider was merely 
looking over our newspaper �to see which 

merchant was not advertising,
so that �he could go to that store, spin his web 

across the door, �and lead a life of
undisturbed peace ever afterward.ʼʼ
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1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which presi-
dent signed the Louisiana Purchase?

2. MOVIES: Which 1960s movie fea-
tured the theme song “Foggy Mountain 
Breakdown”?

3. ADVERTISING: Sailor Jack and 
dog Bingo are the mascots for what 
snack?

4. SCIENCE: When was the Interna-
tional Space Station launched?

5. U.S. STATES: I-75 runs between 
which upper Midwest state and Florida?

6. TELEVISION: The long-running 
TV drama “ER” is set in which U.S. 
city?

7. LANGUAGE: What is the meaning 
of the Latin phrase, “aut viam inveniam 
aut faciam”?

8. INVENTIONS: When did the FDA 
approve the first oral contraceptive in the 
U.S.?

9. HISTORY: The ancient city of Rome 
was built on how many hills?

10. MEDICAL: What is a common 
name for the condition known medically 
as pyrexia?

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Thomas Jefferson
2. "Bonnie and Clyde"
3. Cracker Jack
4. 1998
5. Michigan
6. Chicago
7. I shall either find a way or make one
8. 1960
9. Seven
10. Fever

Posting Date May 24, 2021
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INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

ISV Realty

REAL ESTATE

Matt Willahan
106 S. Mason, Amboy

815-218-8858
www.ISVRealty.com

ELECTRIC

815.456.7036

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

Up to your knees in algae and muck?

Call: 423-1417

815-849-5476

CONCRETE

Concrete
Driveways
Walkways

Floors
Patios

Resealing
Free Estimates!Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
15 years doing  

business in Amboy
Over 25 Years in 

Service!
Robert Moore

Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

ASPHALT

Commercial & 
Residential
Driveways

Parking Lots
Roads

Tar & Chip
Seal Coating

 Asphalt

Daniel Berchtold
309-361-9562

MOWING

YARD CLEAN-UPYARD CLEAN-UP
MOWING & MOWING & 
MOREMORE

Amboy, ILAmboy, IL
779-861-1886779-861-1886

Robert MooreRobert Moore

MOORE’SMOORE’S
INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

AMBOY – Eastland 
posted a 14-1 victory over 
Amboy in a Senior Night 
varsity baseball game for 
the Clippers on May 20 at 
Parker Field.

Eastland jumped out to a 
5-0 lead in the first inning 
and cruised the rest of the 
way. The game was stopped 
after five innings because of 
the 10-run rule.

Amboy scored its lone 
run in the bottom of the 
fifth on an RBI single by Ian 
Eller. Preston Henkel also 
had a hit for the Clippers.

Henkel was the starting 
pitcher for Amboy and was 
tagged with the loss.

#1 Shock Plus..........................................................................$5.49
Algicide 20% 1 Gal...............................................................$13.69
Muratic Acid 1/2 Gal.............................................................$7.99
Pool Clarifier 32 oz..............................................................$14.99

05
26

20
21

A m b o y ’ s  T u c k e r 
Lindenmeyer prepares to 
deliver a strike.

Photo courtesy of Jordan 
Tidmore

Clippers 
lose to 
Eastland on 
Senior Night

Recycle! 

AMBOY – The Amboy 
Lady Clippers are the eighth 
seed in Regional A of the Re-
gional Softball Tournament 
to be held June 2, 3, 5.

A m b o y  w i l l  h o s t 
ninth-seeded Morrison at 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 
2. If the Lady Clippers win, 
they will travel to Stronghurst 
to meet top-seeded Biggsville 
West Central at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, June 3. Number 5 
Woodhull AlWood will play 
at fourth-seeded Sterling 

Newman on June 3.
The winners of the June 

3 contests will play for the 
championship on Saturday, 
June 5 with the highest seed 
hosting.

REGIONAL A
Wednesday, June 2 
1 – (9) Morrison at (8) 

Amboy [Coop] – 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 3
2 – Winner Game 1 at (1) 

Biggsville (West Central) — 
4:30 p.m.

(West Central Middle 

School, 215 W. South St., 
Stronghurst)

3 – (5) Woodhull (Al-
Wood) [Coop] at (4) Sterling 
(Newman Central Catholic) 
– 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, June 5 
4 – Winner Game 2 vs. 

Winner Game 3 – 11 a.m.
(highest seed to host)

Softball regional schedule planned

Email news 
items to 

tgreenfield@
amboynews.

com

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy • Dixon
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center
815-857-3625
www.fnbamboy.com

05
26

20
21

BOYS 
TRACK
Ian Sundberg 

Girls 
Track 

Lexi Ketchum

Baseball
Preston Henkel

Softball 
Mallory Powers

Wrestling
Deshad Greene
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By Spencer 
Morrissey

Clipper 
Highlights

Clipper Highlights: Coach Don Wyzgowski 

815-673-7555
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

PLUSPLUS

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR
YOUR HOME

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

WITH IN-HOME
ESTIMATE!**

CALL DURING THIS
PROGRAARAM&RECEIVE
DINNER TOGO!
FREE $50 GIFT CARD
WITH IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

16

$99
INSTALLATION
for a limited
time on a
complete
LeafGuard
system!†

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will cleannn yyyooouuur guuutttttteeerrrs fffor free

†Does not include material costs. Expires 05/31/2021. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 
minute in-home product consultation will receive a  $50 gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per 
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a  photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a  contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a  Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except 
that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer 
not sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

It’s another big week 
this week as we high-
light our first Clipper 

Coach. For most Clippers, 
you played under him, 
learned under him, and 
grew under him. For other 
members, around my age, 
we knew him as our Junior 
High School Principal. It 
gives me great pride and 
honor this week to announce 
our Clipper, the late Coach 
Don Wyzgowski. 

I spoke to Don’s son, 
Mark, prior to this article. 
Mark shared the following, 
“My dad grew up in Peru 
and went to St. Bede High 
School. When he got into 
coaching he first was an 
assistant at St. Bede. We 
then moved into the Tinley 
Park area as he accepted a 
teaching and assistant coach-
ing job. We weren’t in there 
long as my dad didn’t like the 
suburbs. The Amboy head 
coaching job was open and 
dad took a teaching position 
there and the head coaching 
job. I loved that my dad was 
the head coach because I got 
to be involved in the program 
from such an early age all 
the way through my time as 
a Clipper. My dad didn’t say 
much about emotions and 
kept them to himself but you 
could definitely see the pride 
in his eyes for his players. He 
didn’t just coach them on the 
game of football he impacted 
them to all be better young 
men too. Connecting with 
his players and rallying the 
community is what dad loved 
and had a lasting effect on.” 

Coach Wyzgowski start-
ed his career in Amboy in 
1974. He brought football 
knowledge, a strong desire to 
win, and a deep care for peo-
ple to a town and program 
thirsty for gridiron glory. 

Due to not being around 
during the era of Coach Wyz-
gowski’s tenure, I reached 
out to a former Clipper 
Coach and eight of some 
of the Best Clippers to play 
under Coach Wyzgowski. 
Here are their statements. 

“It would be an honor 
to talk about Don Wyz-
gowski,” Coach Mike Mc-
Cracken said. “When Don 
approached me about being 
on the football staff, we 
had already known each 
other for many years. I was 
a frosh-soph boys coach at 
the time and had many years 
been part of the junior high 
flag football program. I was 
happy to join the staff and 
be a part of something that 
had put Amboy on the map 
in so many ways. I got to 
be the frosh-soph assistant 
to Jim Mahar and be an 
assistant to everyone on the 
staff. Denny Weidman was 
the Central principal at the 
time and came late most days 
because of school matters. 
What I loved about the most 
was how Don would include 
all coaches and scouts in his 
post game parties. Another 
thing was how he took my 
advice on playing calling 

Coach Don Wyzgowski

sometimes. It was surprising 
that a coach of his stature 
would agree and use my 
ideas. It was scary the first 
time. Don was a great guy to 
work under. He was a great 
coach who had Coach Jones 
and Coach Mahar that was 
part of a well-oiled machine. 
Many, many players loved 
playing on his teams and 
were lucky to be part of such 
a great program.”

“I played for a lot of 
coaches and Coach Wyz-
gowski was as fun of a guy 
to play for as any,” Rick 
Considine said. “He was 
tough and demanding but 
knew how to have fun and 
joke around too. He was so 
organized he knew how to 
delegate work which led to 
creating a great culture and 
environment. It was fun be-
ing a quarterback in his sys-
tem. He gave us the freedom 
to make our own decisions. 
He was a key component to 
our program’s success and 
his impact on the program 
was felt even several years 
after his retirement.”

“Coach Wyzgowski came 
in with a great knowledge 
of offensive strategy. He 
knew how to set plays up 
and put us in a position to 
be successful offensively,” 
Mark Kaleel said. “I always 
had a lot of respect for him. 
He built our program. He 
went door to door when he 
first started to recruit the 
athletes to go out for football. 
That’s never easy in a small 
town, especially back then. 
After our Senior year and 
success, there were 100 kids 
out for football the next year, 
freshman through Senior. He 
never swore, was hardly ever 
negative, and listened to his 
players.”

“Coach Wyzgowski ran 
an incredibly thorough pro-
gram top to bottom. He 
picked his assistants and 
managed them very well 
along with listening to their 
ideas,” Brad Considine said. 
“He was a positive leader 
if something didn’t work 
he studied it to correct it 
he didn’t blame or become 
negative. He wanted to win 
and wanted success but never 
pushed that on us he knew 
it had to be our choice, as 
players we had to want it 
too. He was a great players 
coach, no one had an issue 

with him or how he led. His 
knowledge offensively and 
philosophy to adapt to his 
players’ talents was ahead 
of his time. He always made 
the bedrock of our program 
the offensive line which was 
huge as he mainly coached 
the Quarterbacks. Above 
consistency and execution, 
he knew to be successful he 
had to impact us as budding 
young men, real men.”

“I was the manager at 10 
years old when he first start-
ed so I got to see the early 
years,” George Schwam-
berger said. “He brought 
winning ways to Amboy. He 
knew that more talent meant 
more success which led to 
more talent in future seasons 
coming out for football. I 
give him a lot of credit for 
building our program. He 
had so much confidence in 
us letting us call our own 
plays which made us more 
confident on the field. When 
I got into coaching under him 
I not only fed off of that con-
fidence but learned so much 
more about the game and all 
that went into it.”

“Coach Wyzgowski was 
the ultimate players coach.  
He made the game fun, but 
at the same time worked 
you hard,” Greg King said. 
“He gave a lot of respon-
sibilities to players. Who 
in their right mind would 
let players call the plays? I 
remember though after our 
first two games my senior 
year, we were struggling 
offensively. He had asked me 
what I thought the problem 
was.  Low and behold he 
took what I had said and 
used it in practice.  One of 
the idiosyncrasies he left on 
me…especially early in my 
coaching career, were his 
superstitions.  He would not 
get a hair cut, would always 
wear the exact same outfit, 
etc. When I first started 
coaching I would wear the 
same exact clothes after a 
win…and would keep that 

up until a loss. I can remem-
ber his hair being so long 
after the 79 and 80 football 
seasons.”

“Coach Wyzgowski was 
not only a great coach, but 
he was a great leader,” Dan 
Etheridge said.  “He coached 
with respect and we would 
do anything for him. He al-
lowed for his players to have 
input and he respected what 
we had to say. He used our 
mistakes as opportunities 
to teach and learn.  All he 
expected was for us to give 
all we had. He built a dynasty 
at AHS that carried over for 
years.  His passion for the 
game was unmatched. We 
lost a coaching legend when 
we lost Coach ‘Wyz’.”

“Coach Wyzgowski was 
a motivator, he always had 
you ready to play. It was 
always team team team with 
Coach,” Brad Goy said. “He 
always made sure we knew 
we won as a team and lost 
as a team. He and the other 
coaches drove that into all of 
us. Early on he went door to 

door to get kids out for foot-
ball and some kids weren’t 
able to make practice because 
back then chores came first 
but they were able to get to 
the games. He adopted a 
town when he took over the 
program. He loved Amboy 
football, he always treated 
everyone fairly, and was a 
great guy.” 

“Coach Wyzgowski al-
ways held everyone ac-
countable. He never played 
favorites towards anyone. He 
would always set his rules 
at the beginning of each 
season and he would follow 
them exactly throughout the 
year,” Dennis Nauman said. 
“He was a guy that said ex-
actly what he meant. It was 
all about accountability and 
consequences for your choic-
es. For those that missed 
a practice they missed the 
game too. So even if you 
were hurt you still were out 
there on the field watching 
practice. He gave his teams 
a lot of freedom and trust in 
calling their own plays in a 
time period when that coach-
ing philosophy wasn’t heard 
of. He did it with success. He 
came into the perfect scenar-
io in Amboy. He brought the 
‘hard-nosed,’ athletic, gotta 
work for it attitude to our 
program. His superstitions 
were great too and rubbed off 
on us as players even. He had 
great influence and pride in 
our community. He painted 
his house Clipper red after we 
won State. He was All In on 
whatever it took for us to be 
successful, no matter what.”

Coach Wyzgowski retired 
in 1993. As mentioned, his 
influence and impact on our 
program lasted long past 
hanging up his whistle. In 
the year 2000 Coach Wyz-
gowski was inducted into the 
IHSFCA Hall of Fame and 
Illinois Athletic Directors 
Association Hall of Fame. 

Coach Wyzgowski trag-
ically passed in September 
of 2005. I know those in my 
grade through my brother’s 
grade remember receiving 

the terrible news. All Clip-
pers, from that week through 
the rest of the season, Fresh-
man through Senior wore a 
black  “W” on our helmets. 
Former Clippers like Mark 
Kaleel and Dennis Nauman 
spoke to the entire program, 
after Coach’s passing, about 
Coach Wyzgowski’s legacy 
and love for our program 
before the next week’s game. 

In football or life the per-
fect fit is often hard to find. 
A better opportunity, a run 
of bad luck, or other factors 
can disrupt a tenure of what’s 
meant to be. Not in this case 
for Coach Wyzgowski. 

The partnership between 
Amboy Football and Coach 
Wyzgowski was as perfect 
as it can get and so fitting for 
our blue collar, hard working 
community. He knew what 
it took to be successful, 
placed others in positions to 
succeed, and coached young 
men on life not just football. 

So, to the late Coach Don 
Wyzgowski, thank you for 
your contributions to Amboy 
Clipper Football. Without 
what you brought to our 
program, I don’t know if I 
would be writing this or any 
of these articles. 

The men you coached and 
taught, that grew into some 
of the most successful men 
that I know, became role 
models, on and off the field, 
for an entire new generation 
of Amboy Football. From all 
of us Clippers, again Coach, 
thank you. Sail on!

Spencer Morrissey, is a 
former resident of Amboy 
and 2009 graduate of Amboy 
High School. In April 2020, 
he created a private Facebook 
group specifically for Amboy 
Clipper Football Alumni. To 
have played Amboy football 
for any period of time, 1 year 
or all 4 years, is the only 
membership requirement. 
The group features photos, 
stories, and memories of past 
Clippers and Clipper teams. 
The best feature of the group 
is every Friday, he highlights 
a former player.

AMBOY – The Amboy 
Clippers are the sixth seed 
in the Regional D Baseball 
Tournament to be held June 
2, 4, 7.

The Clippers will travel 
to Fulton to take on the 
third-seeded Steamers on 
Friday, June 4. The game 
time has not been deter-
mined.

On June 2, 10th-seeded 
Morrison will play at sev-
enth-seeded Kirkland-Hi-
awatha with that winner 
playing at second-seeded 
Sterling Newman on June 4 
at 4:30 p.m.

The two winners of the 
June 4 games will battle for 
the championship on Mon-
day, June 7 with the higher 
seed hosting the game.

REGIONAL D 
Wednesday, June 2 
1 – (10) Morrison at (7) 

Kirkland (Hiawatha) – 4:30 
p.m.

Friday, June 4
2 – Winner Game 1 at (2) 

Sterling (Newman Central 
Catholic) – 4:30 p.m.

3 – (6) Amboy [Coop] at 
(3) Fulton (H.S.) – TBD

Monday, June 7 
4 – Winner Game 2 vs. 

Winner Game 3 – TBD
(highest seed to host)

Baseball regionals planned

Recycle! 
Recycle! 
Recycle!
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli HoursAmboy Deli Hours

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Sunday, 8 a.m. -  8 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

ea.

Sale goes through June 1, 2021
05262021

Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

2/2/
$$55

“Our flag does not fly because the wind moves it. It flies with the last breath of each soldier 
who died protecting it.” – Unknown

Sale Prices Valid May 26 – June 1, 2021 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

Strawberries

$$119999
ea. pint

T-bone Steaks

Boca Meatless 
Products
Assorted 10-12 oz

$$229999
ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

Driscoll Rainbow 
Pack Berries
7 oz.

Bob Evans 
Breakfast 
Sausage 
Links or Patties

$$229999
ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

$$669999
ea.

Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

Heinz Ketchup 
38 oz

$$229999
ea.

Reg. Price $3.79 ea.

Sensible Portion 
Chips, Puff or 
Straws 
3.75-7 oz

$$224949
ea.

22//
$$11

Bi-Colored 
Sweet Corn

2 
Ears $$229999

ea.

Road House 
Grillerer 
4 count

Baby Peeled 
Carrots 
1 pound bag

9999¢¢

Steakcut 
Mushrooms 
8 oz

$$224949
ea.

Extra Large 
Green Peppers

$$112929
ea.

Tomatoes

$$114949
lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

BBQ Bone-In 
Pork Chops

$$339999
lb.

Reg. Price $4.99 lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

$$11119999
lb.

Reg. Price $14.99 lb.

Chicken 
Drumsticks

$$119999
lb.

Reg. Price $3.49 lb.

$$449999
ea.

Reg. Price $5.99 ea.

Johnsonville Brats ats 
Party Pack

$$889999
ea.

Reg. Price $11.99 ea.

Any Party Size 
Chips
Assorted

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $4.79-$5.29 ea.

Pepsi Products 
12 pack cans

$$999999
ea.

Reg. Price $11.99 ea.

Dean’s  
Dip
Assorted 16 oz.

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

Cool Whip 
8 oz Assorted

$$114949
ea.

Reg. Price $2.19 ea.

Daisy Sour 
Cream 
16 oz

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

Jennie-O Ground 
Turkey 
Assorted 16 oz 

$$442929
ea.

Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

Old Wisconsin 
Bratwurst or 
Sausages 
18-24 oz.

$$559999
ea.

Reg. Price $6.99 ea.

Sea Best Easy 
Peel Raw Shrimp  
16 oz

Aqua Star Smoky 
Peppercorn 
Salmon
20 oz
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