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MENDOTA – The Mendota Memorial Day program will 
be held Monday, May 31 at 10:30 a.m. at Restland Cemetery 
Memorial Gardens.

The Veterans’ Memorial Council, The Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 4079, its 
Auxiliary and American 
Legion Post 540 will be 
participating.

These organizations welcome everyone to this service 
for the purpose of honoring and remembering all veterans 
resting on domestic or foreign soil for their commitment and 
unselfish contribution to our present way of life with liberty 
and freedom for all.

The program is as follows:
• Opening address by master of ceremonies Bill Hunt, 

U.S. Navy Veteran
• Presentation of colors/raising of the flag by Veterans’ 

Memorial Council
• National Anthem by Mendota Alumni Band
• Invocation by Associate Pastor Jay Miller of Victory 

Baptist Church in Mendota, U.S. Navy Veteran
• Musical selection by Mendota Alumni Band
• Roll call of deceased Veterans since last Memorial Day 

by Harold Olsen
• Laying of the wreaths by VFW Post 4079 Auxiliary
• Firing of the volley by Veterans’ Memorial Council
• Taps by Veterans’ Memorial Council
• Benediction by Miller

MENDOTA – Mem-
bers of the Mendota 
American Legion Post 
540 will meet at 10 
a.m. Tuesday, May 25, 
at Restland Cemetery’s 
north flagpole to place 
small flags on veterans’ 
graves for Memorial 
Day. Volunteers are wel-
come to come aid in this 
effort.

Legion members to place
flags on veterans’ graves;
volunteers are welcome
to assist on May 25th

MENDOTA – In many 
places, essential pollination 
is at risk from loss of habitat, 
pesticides and diseases. Sev-
eral groups in Mendota have 
found ways to help.

Graves-Hume Public 
Library, along with support 
from Friends of the Library, 
has started a Pollinator Pock-
et garden. The garden near 
the entrance to the library 
now has native plants that 
help support pollinators. The 
garden is based on the Pocket 
Garden idea from the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension.

The fifth graders in Laura 
Doyle’s class at Holy Cross 
School in Mendota helped 
plant and water the garden on 
May 14. Anyone interested 
in starting their own small 
pollinator garden can find 
more information at: https://
extension.illinois.edu/cfiv/
pollinator-pockets. At this 
website you can also see a 
map of Pollinator Pocket 
gardens throughout the state.

The Mendota Garden 
Club and community vol-
unteers started a larger 
pollinator garden located 

Holy Cross students lend support to
pollinators by planting habitat garden

Fifth grade students from Holy Cross School in Mendota plant a Pollinator Pocket garden near the entrance to 
Graves-Hume Public Library on May 14. Doing their part to help the pollinators of the world, left to right, are 
Kaylee MacDonald, Ashlynn Rickels, Giselle Gonzalez, Hayley Diaz and Gaby Martinez. (Reporter photo)

q Pollinator Pocket garden at library will help insects perform their essential role

By SARAH MANSUR
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Gov. 
JB Pritzker issued a new 
executive order May 17 that 
allows fully vaccinated resi-
dents to not 
wear masks 
inside and 
outdoors.

The up-
dated rules 
fo r  mask 
wearing are 
nearly iden-
tical to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s updated guid-
ance, which was released 
last week.

The CDC guidance per-
mits fully vaccinated peo-
ple to not wear masks or 
physically distance in any 
non-health care setting, 
“except where required by 
federal, state, local, tribal, 
or territorial laws, rules, 
and regulations, including 
local business and workplace 
guidance.”

Mask mandate
rescinded for
fully-vaccinated
q Pritzker follows CDC recommendations

Pritzker

Memorial Day program set May 31

behind the soccer fields at 
Lake Kakusha. Volunteers 
prepared the spot and planted 
79 native plants to attract 
pollinators. This garden is 
listed with the Xerces Soci-
ety https://www.xerces.org/
bring-back-the-pollinators 
where helping pollinators 
is encouraged through four 
steps:

1. Grow a variety of 
bee-friendly flowers that 
bloom from spring through 
fall.

2. Protect and provide 
bee nests and caterpillar host 
plants.

3. Avoid using pesticides, 
especially insecticides.

4. Talk to my neighbors 
about the importance of 

pollinators and their habitat.
Environmental problems 

often seem to need big solu-
tions, but a small garden, 
along with many other small 
gardens, can help give food, 
nest sites and habitat to es-
sential animals – pollinators. 
More than two-thirds of the 
world’s crop species require 
pollination by insects. The 
economic value of polli-
nating insects in the United 
States alone is estimated at 
$3 billion. Bees, butterflies 
and other pollinators are key 
species in all ecosystems, as 
animals also rely on the fruit 
and plants that come from 
pollinated plants.

Pollinator Month
June is National Pollina-

tor Month. It’s the perfect 
time to learn who these 
pollinators are and why 
we should care about their 
well-being. Pollinators are 
animals that move pollen 
from one flower to another 
so that the plants can produce 
fruits and seeds. Most polli-
nators are insects, including 
bees, wasps, butterflies, flies, 
ants, and beetles.

While most of these 
creatures are small, they are 
very important. Without pol-
linators, we wouldn’t be able 
to enjoy many of the foods 
we eat. We’d also lose many 
food plants that are grown 
from seed, since without 
pollination the plants can’t 
produce the seeds needed to 
grow more plants. In fact, 
it’s estimated that one out of 
every three mouthfuls we eat 
depends on bee pollination. 
Honeybees and other insect 
pollinators contributed, ei-
ther directly or indirectly, to 
almost $30 billion in crops 
in 2010. Also, over 75% of 
all flowering plants are pol-
linated by insects and other 
animals. Pollinators are vital 
links in the web of life.

Meet the Pollinators
While not native to North 

America, honeybees are 
important pollinators of agri-
cultural crops in this country. 
Both wild and managed 
honeybee colonies now play 
a vital role in our food pro-

The CDC still recom-
mends that fully vaccinated 
people wear masks in health 
care settings, as well as on 
planes, trains and other forms 
of public transportation.

The new executive order 
requires residents follow this 
recommendation regarding 
planes and public transpor-
tation. It also permits any 
entity to continue stricter 
masking requirements than 
are required by the state. 

“Businesses are en-
couraged to prioritize the 
health and safety of their 
workers and customers, 
and may continue to require 
face coverings and social 
distancing, even for those 
who are fully vaccinated,” 
the order states.

Pritzker said it will be 
up to private businesses to 
decide if they want to require 
patrons to provide proof of 
vaccinations.

By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor

MENDOTA – Good news was recently 
announced for Illinois students graduating 
in the Class of 2021. Reporting at the May 
17 Mendota High School District 280 Board 
of Education meeting, Principal Denise 
Aughenbaugh said the state’s transition last 
week to the Bridge Phase of reopening will 
allow 60 percent capacity seating in the sta-
dium. Mendota High School will be able to 
distribute nine tickets per graduate, which is 
very close to the number of tickets normally 
issued for ceremonies held in the gym. 

The outdoor graduation is scheduled for 

Saturday, May 29 at 1 p.m. Aughenbaugh said 
there are currently about 106 graduates who 
wish to participate in the ceremony. Tickets 
will be distributed to graduates on May 21. 

Superintendent Jeff Prusator said he hopes 
parents are happy to get the larger number of 
tickets and emphasized that they cannot give 
out any more than nine tickets per student, 
so please don’t ask. “Last year they only 
got two tickets, so we are pretty excited to 
be able to have so many more people attend 
this year,” he said. 

Aughenbaugh also noted that the band will 
be able to play during graduation this year, 
which they could not do last year. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Proposed Handbook Changes

The board approved two proposed student 
handbook changes for the 2021-22 school 
year, which were presented by Assistant 
Principal Joe Masini. One involves a change 
in the wording regarding adherence to CDC 
and IDPH Guidelines and the second makes 
an addition to the advertising for the State 
Seal of Biliteracy. 

Both Masini and Prusator pointed out that 
MHS students have been very cooperative 
in following all the CDC and IDPH safety 
protocols during the past year including mask 
wearing. Prusator also noted that the attitude 

of students attending school in person has 
been especially good this year. “The senior 
class has so much input in the climate of the 
building and they deserve a lot of the credit 
for setting a good example,” he said. “They 
wore masks, so the younger kids did. A few 
kids had to be reminded to wear them prop-
erly but generally, we had very few issues.”

Aughenbaugh agreed, saying that the 
students wanted to be at school. “They want 
the interaction of being here in person,” she 
said. “It has been very rewarding to watch.” 

Mendota High School loosens restrictions on graduation capacity 
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2020-2021 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

Ask about our
HEALTH SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS!
If you have                                
a qualified high 
deductible 
health plan, the 
HSA may be a 
tax deductible 
health plan to 
help you pay your 
qualified 
medical 
expenses.
Stop by your 
local Eureka Savings Bank  
for details.

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Conkey Award winner
The 40th Annual Conkey Family Award winner was announced on May 14 in the 
Serenity Garden at OSF HealthCare Saint Paul Medical Center as part of National 
Health Care Week. Connie Falcon, a respiratory therapist from cardiopulmonary 
services, was named this year’s winner. She has been caring for patients for nearly 
14 years and is described by her nominator as inspiring. “Connie leads by example 
and is always willing to help out another department or to take on extra shifts. She 
never wants to be recognized for going above and beyond,” said her nominator. Left 
to right, are Dawn Trompeter, OSF Saint Paul President; Falcon; Heather Bomstad, 
Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer; and Don Damron, Vice President of Ambulatory 
Services. (Photo contributed) 

Learn about 4-H at free ‘Spark in the Park’ event
LA SALLE - University of Illinois Ex-

tension invites area youth to participate in 
their upcoming “Find 
Your Spark in the Park” 
with 4-H. This summer 
camp hopes to spark 
interest in 4-H and some 
of the project areas it has 
to offer. There is no cost 

to take part.
This camp is for all youth in grades 3-5 and 

will be held at Rotary Park in LaSalle from 
9-11 a.m., June 7-11. The camp will meet at 
the large shelter each morning, so look for the 
University of Illinois orange and blue tent. 
Advanced registration required; please call 
the LaSalle Park District at (815) 223-3755. 

This 4-H adventure in the park will allow 
youth to explore a variety of topics. Animal 
Science is always popular, so youth will be 
given the opportunity to learn about and 
meet live animals. To appreciate our local 

environment and its species, youth will take 
a nature walk and explore the park with one 
of our Master Naturalists. They will create 
a unique piece of natural art to remember 
the experience. 

No summer camp is complete without fun 
games. One morning will be dedicated to 
exercises, games, and learning about sports 
nutrition. Lastly, aerospace is a topic all youth 
like to explore. Campers will experience cre-
ating and flying a balloon rocket and learning 
how to make paper airplanes that catch the 
wind. Join this week of fun and make the first 
week of summer vacation a blast.

This experience will be outdoors, so all 
participants are asked to dress appropriately 
for the weather and wear gym shoes. Masks 
will be required. A healthy snack and drink 
will be provided each day. 

For more information, please contact Beth 
Dellatori, 4-H Youth Development Educator 
at beth5@illinois.edu or call (815) 224-0889. 

4-H offers training class for care of show animals
OGLESBY - University 

of Illinois Extension invites 
4-H members to participate 
in the upcoming YQCA 
(Youth for the Quality Care 
of Animals) Training. This 
training is for all 4-H com-
munity club members who 
plan to show their beef cattle, 

dairy cattle, swine, goats and/
or sheep at their local 4-H 
fair/show. 

The in-person training 
will take place from 10-11 
a.m. on Saturday, June 12 at 
IVCC’s Dr. Mary Margaret 
Weeg Cultural Center. When 
registering online, go to 

YQCA.org, enter IVCC for 
the training site and Anne 
Scheel for the instructor. 
There is a $3 fee due at the 
time of registration. 

If you need more informa-
tion, please call University of 
Illinois Extension at (815) 
224-0889.

LaSalle Co. expands COVID vaccines to youth 12-15+ years
 ♦ Summer clinic planned at Mendota High School

OTTAWA - The LaSalle County 
Health Department has expanded clinic 
availability to include individuals 12-
15+ years of age. 

Appointments are available for two 
Saturday clinics, which will be held 
at the LaSalle County Health Depart-
ment in Ottawa, and for Wednesday 
clinics taking place at LaSalle County 
high schools including Mendota High 
School. 

The health department’s goal is to 
vaccinate students 12 years of age and 
older. If additional appointment space 
is available, other community residents 
who are still in need of a vaccination 
will be able to attend. 

The health department encourages 
parents and students at nearby feeder 
schools to take advantage of this op-
portunity in their communities.

Currently there are available ap-
pointments that can be scheduled for 

the following clinics (must be at least 
12 years old and eligible per the State 
of Illinois):  

Saturday, May 22 & Saturday, 
May 29 - Pfizer (Dose 1) - LaSalle Coun-
ty Health Department, 717 Etna Road, 
Ottawa.  Schedule appointment at:

https:/ /events.juvare.com/IL-
IDPH/6d7ecddc-4b98-4123-800b-
739fc166045f/

Wednesday, June 23 - Pfizer (Dose 
1) - Mendota High School, 2300 W. 
Main St., Mendota. Schedule appoint-
ment at

https:/ /events.juvare.com/IL-
IDPH/17a80178-1fb5-42c5-bd74-
bb93c6290680/

Important Things to Remember:
• Youth under 18 years old must be ac-

companied by parent or legal guardian.
• Appointment availability is only 

for those scheduling their first dose. If 
you received your first dose elsewhere, 

the health department will not be able to 
complete your second dose at this time.

• All second dose appointments will 
be scheduled upon attending your first 
dose appointment.

• Information regarding upcoming 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics and 
appointment availability is posted on 
the LCHD website. Please visit www.
lasallecounty.org and click on the 
“COVID-19 Vaccine Information” icon. 
There you will find links to schedule an 
appointment at an upcoming COVID-19 
Vaccination Clinic. 

Please continue to check the website 
regularly for appointment availability. 
Additional dates will be added as more 
vaccine becomes available.

For additional information, contact 
the LaSalle County Health Department 
at (815) 433-3366 or visit the Health 
Department’s website at www.lasalle-
county.org. 

Western Technical 
College President’s 
List

LA CROSSE, Wis. - Mor-
gan Phalen of Mendota was 
named to Western Technical 
College’s President’s List 
of High Distinction for the 
spring 2021 term.

To be included on the 
President’s List, students 
must achieve a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher and 
carry six or more credits 
in an associate’s degree or 
technical diploma program.

For more information 
about additional Western 
Technical College programs 
and services, call (608) 785-

9200 or visit www.westerntc.
edu.

Iowa Wesleyan 
Univ. Dean’s List 

MOUNT PLEASANT, 
Iowa - Jodie Penman of Paw 
Paw is among more than 200 
students named to the spring 
2021 dean’s list at Iowa Wes-
leyan University. Criteria to 
be a part of the dean’s list at 
IW include degree-seeking 
students taking 12 or more 
hours per semester with a 
grade point average of 3.5 
or higher. The IW students 
who exemplify academic ex-
cellence represent the United 
States and countries abroad.
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BCGS to present May program via Zoom
PRINCETON - The Bureau County 

Genealogical Society’s May program 
will feature Jacquie 
Schattner who will 
speak on the topic, 
“European and U.S. 
Newspapers and 
Directories—Good 
News.”  

This virtual pro-
gram will be pre-
sented on Zoom at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, 
May 27. The public 

is invited to request a link for the program 
by e-mailing the Society by May 24 at bu-
reaucounty@gmail.com.  

Schattner, who lives in the Chicago sub-
urbs, is a member of CAGGNI (Computer 
Assisted Genealogy Group) and is a frequent 
speaker in Illinois. She will discuss how 
newspapers and directories can be the key 
to finding ancestors.

BCGS has also announced that they are 
reopening to the public now on their regular 
schedule of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and also on the 
first Saturday of each month.

Sublette Village Board honors outstanding citizens & former village clerk/treasurer
By TONJA GREENFIELD
Staff Writer

SUBLETTE — Two Sub-
lette residents were named 
Outstanding Citizen of the 
Year for 2021 by the Sublette 
Village Board.

Nick Wilson and Curtis 
Kessel were honored as Sub-
lette’ Outstanding Citizen of 
the Year for 2021 during the 
May 10 Village of Sublette 
board meeting. They were 
each presented with a plaque 
to take home, and their names 
were placed on the Citizen of 
the Year plaque that will hang 
in the Ellice Dinges Center. 

On Sunday, March 14, the 
Sublette Fire Department got 
a call for a dumpster fire at 
Woodhaven Lakes. While en 
route to the campground, the 
department received a call 
of a house fire with a burn 
victim in Sublette. Prior to 
arrival of the first engine 
company, Sublette residents 
and neighbors, Kessel and 
Wilson, saw a young child 
in a window on the second 
story of the house. As they 
approached the house, the 
father was exiting the resi-
dence with another child so 
Kessel and Wilson jumped 
into action. Kessel scaled 
the back fence and climbed 
to the second story window, 

grabbed the child by the 
ankle and lowered the child 
down to Wilson, saving the 
child’s life before the win-
dow was enveloped in smoke 
and flames.

New trustee
Sublette Village President 

John Stenzel appointed 
Mackenzie Belan to fill the 
remaining two years left 

on his village trustee term. 
Stenzel was elected to the 
position of Sublette Village 
President on April 6. The 
appointment was approved 
by the village trustees. Belan 
had tied with Sublette Village 
Trustee Larry Ellis in the 
April election, leading to a 
tie-breaker held at the county. 
Ellis was the winner of the 

tie-breaker and began serv-
ing on the board on April 29. 
Belan served previously in 
the role of Sublette Village 
Clerk. (See photo page A4.)

New Treasurer
Sublette Treasurer There-

sa Wilson was honored for 
her 40 years of service to the 
Village of Sublette. This was 
Wilson’s last board meeting 

as treasurer. Wilson was first 
elected to the position of 
village clerk in 1981, which 
began her 40 years of service 
to the village.

The board approved the 
appointment of Will Klein 
for a one-year term as village 
treasurer. He was sworn in 
during the meeting. (See 
photo page A4.)

In other board news:
• Don Dinges reported 

that the village is planning 
some upcoming events, but 
nothing is set in stone. 

Activities included in 
the upcoming events are: 
Memorial Day ceremony at 
11 a.m. on Monday, May 31; 
Annual tractor drive on the 
first Wednesday of August; 
Sublette Business Associa-
tion planned weekend with 
village-wide garage sales; 
Cruise Night with date to be 
determined; and Car Show, 
which will be held after 
Labor Day.

• Stenzel reported that 
the Route 52 resurfacing has 
been let by the state and work 
would probably start in the 
middle of June. 

• The board agreed to 
start accepting rentals for the 
Ellice Dinges Center. 

• The board held a special 
meeting on May 17 to open 
bids for street projects, dis-
cuss window replacement at 
the Ellice Dinges Center, dis-
cuss the Village of Sublette 
message board placement, 
and discuss ordinance vi-
olations for properties and 
vehicles.

The next Sublette Village 
Board meeting will be held at 
7 p.m. on Monday, June 14 
at the Ellice Dinges Center.

LOCAL AND AREA

On Memorial Day, we remember those who have passed away and 
are especially dear to us. Our time to remember will be published 

Wednesday, May 26th, devoted to those who are gone, but not forgotten.

Jane doe 
May 1, 1950 - April 23, 2012

You were a light in our life that burns 
forever in our hearts.

SAMPLE AD

Write your own or select one of the following verses below to accompany your tribute.

We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of His hand
Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together. My prayers will be with 

you until we meet again.
The days may come and go, but the times we shared will always remain.
May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
May God’s grace shine over you for all time.
May the Lord bless you with His grace and warm, loving heart.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

To remember your loved one in this special way send 
$10 per listing. Your special tribute will become a lasting 
memorial record in the May 26th issue of  The Mendota 

Reporter. Deadline is Friday, May 21st at Noon.

Please publish my tribute in the special Memorial Day page on May 26.
Name of Deceased: ___________________________________________________
   Please use Verse # ________       I have included my own Verse (write below)
Date of Birth: _____________________  Date of Passing:  ___________________
Signed by: __________________________________________________________
Your Verse: _________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
The following will not be published.
Your Name: _________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone: ______________________________________________________

Mail to: The Mendota Reporter, 703 Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342

04272020

Carl’s Quiz
Why is the police department of 
London called Scotland Yard?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: At the age of 63, 
Louis Armstrong hit #1 on the pop charts on May 9, 
1964 with his hit “Hello Dolly” ending the Beatles 

reign in the top spot.
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

Schattner
Contact us by e-mail

Bonnie Morris, Editor
BMORRIS@mendotareporter.com

Outstanding Citizens
Nick Wilson, left, and Curtis Kessel, right, were honored as Sublette’ 
Outstanding Citizen of the Year for 2021 during the May 10 Village of 
Sublette board meeting. They were each presented with a plaque to take 
home. Sublette Village President John Stenzel holds the Citizen of the Year 
plaque that will hang in the Ellice Dinges Center with Wilson and Kessel’s 
names on it. Wilson and Kessel helped save a young child from a burning 
house in Sublette on March 14. (Reporter photo by Tonja Greenfield)

40 years of service
Theresa Wilson was honored by the 
Sublette Village Board on May 10 for her 
40 years of service to the village as clerk 
and as treasurer. Wilson was first elected 
village clerk in 1981. She ended her 40 
years of service as village treasurer. 
(Reporter photo by Tonja Greenfield)

SUBLETTE

Memorial 
Day Services 
scheduled

COMPTON – The 
Compton-West Brook-
lyn American Legion 
Post #657 will hold two 
Memorial Day Services 
on Monday, May 31.

The first service will 
begin at 10 a.m. at Mel-
ugins Grove Cemetery.
The second service will 
begin at 11 a.m. at West 
Brooklyn Cemetery.

Those in attendance 
are encouraged to bring 
their torn flags for dis-
posal.
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week.

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Fire bell at Mendota Fire DepartmentWinner - Fred Mende

Where is it…

in Mendota?

HEAR What you've 
been missing!

815-626-3220
Sterling Hearing Aid Center

Latest Digital Technology • Maintenance & Repair
Friendly Service • Experienced Staff

MENDOTA CIVIC CENTER
Thurs., May 20 and Thurs., June 3

9:30 am-1pm

05172021

By 
Appointment 
Only At This 

Time

Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance  
and Financial Review®.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Protect  
your family. 
 

Prepare  
for their future.

I can help with both.

1001386.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Kurt Bruno, Agent
1103 Main Street

Mendota, IL  61342
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PAW PAW
Paw Paw Village Board seats new members, approves requests 

PAW PAW - Karl Karls-
son, Donna Chick, Anita 
Hopkins and Pete Bullock 
were seated as the new-
ly-elected trustees during the 
May 12 meeting of the Paw 
Paw Village Board. 

The Paw Paw Commu-
nity Fire Protection District 
requested TIF funds to be 
used for purchase of a new 
fire truck. They plan to ac-
quire a 2021 tanker/pumper 
to replace an aging unit with 
engine issues. Rather than 
continue to spend resources 

on an old truck, the new truck 
will be a hybrid of a new 
chassis and the existing tank, 
radios, etc. The new truck 
will benefit residents of the 
District with a quicker, more 
reliable delivery of water and 
the ability to spray water at 
a considerable distance. This 
will allow them to safely ex-
tinguish flames at a distance 
in hazardous situations and 
also to operate with less 
manpower when volunteers 
are unavailable. 

The cost of the truck 

project will be approximately 
$147,000. The PPCFPD is 
requesting $50,000 from the 
Village TIF reserves to help 
with this expense.

A request by the District to 
hire a second full-time EMT 
was granted by the Village 
Board. The District will now 
be covered 12 hours per day, 
seven days per week with at 
least one EMT.

Two residents expressed 
frustration at the unsightly, 
unkempt properties around 
town. They were informed 

that legal proceedings are 
in process.

A new deputy will be 
riding with the assigned Lee 
County Sheriff’s Deputy to 
familiarize himself with the 
local area and its needs.

The Lions Club will 
present a fireworks display 
on Sunday evening of Paw 
Paw’s Labor Day Weekend 
Celebration. They requested 
a donation from the Village 
to help cover the $5,000 cost. 
A donation of $2,500 was 
approved. 

Michael J. Bates
LA MOILLE - Michael James 

Bates, 57, of LaMoille passed away 
peacefully at home on May 16, 2021 
after a year-long illness.

Arrangements are being handled 
by Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota; 
see their website for the Zoom link 
for celebration of life information.

Michael was born Nov. 26, 1963 
in Camden, N.J. to Gilbert J. and 
Janet (Nicholas) Bates. 

Survivors include his wife, Greta; two children, Chris-
topher Scanlon and Leslie (Jacob) Weber and a grandson, 
Caleb, all of Tidewater, Va.; two brothers, James (Karen) of 
Los Angeles, Calif. and Gilbert W. of Lindenwold, N.J.; and 
one niece, Aimee of Roanoke, Va.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Michael was a graduate of Overbrook High School in 

Pine Hill, N.J., Old Dominion University and Mississippi 
State University. In a career of 30 years, he taught middle 
school and high school science at Blair Middle School and 
Lake Taylor, B.T. Washington, and Maury High Schools in 
Norfolk, Va. After moving to Illinois in 2008, he taught at 
Earlville High School; Woodruff High School, Peoria; Harlem 
High School, Machesney Park; Prophetstown High School; 
Freeport High School; LaMoille High School; Sherrard High 
School; and RAS and Jefferson High Schools, Rockford. He 
also taught at Sauk Valley Community College and Illinois 
Valley Community College.

Memorials may be directed to Nightengales, 708 Jefferson 
St., Mendota, IL 61342 or Eternal Reefs, P.O. Box 3811, 
Sarasota, FL 34230-3811. Online condolences may be left 
at www.merrittfh.com. 

Free program features life of female 
war correspondent Dickey Chapelle

LA SALLE - The LaSalle 
Public Library will virtually 
host author John Garofolo on 
May 25 when he presents, 
“Dickey Chapelle Under 
Fire.” The program will 
feature the life of Georgette 
“Dickey” Chapelle, who was 
the first American female 
war correspondent killed 
while reporting on combat 
operations. 

Chapelle began her career 
during the bloody World 
War II battles of Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa and continued 
covering conflicts around the 
world until she was killed 
while on patrol with the 
Marines during her fourth 
trip to Vietnam in 1965. She 
was named Honorary Marine 
in 2017. In this program, her 
life and work will be explored 
in detail by Garofolo, author 
of “Dickey Chapelle Under 
Fire: Photographs by the First 
American Female War Cor-

respondent Killed in Action.”
Garofolo, a veteran of the 

Iraqi war, recently retired 
from the Coast Guard at the 
rank of captain. A former vice 
president at 20th Century 
Fox, he has a Ph.D. from 
the University of Southern 
California School of Cine-
matic Arts, has taught at the 
Coast Guard Academy and 
also taught “War Films and 
Warrior Culture” at Yale.

This free program will 
take place at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day, May 25 and is open to 
the public. Registration is 
required at https://bit.ly/3n-
VRtP2. Once registered, a 
confirmation e-mail with 
connection info for joining 
the program will be sent.

For more information, 
please contact the LaSalle 
Public Library at (815) 
223-2341 or e-mail Rachael 
Blomquist at rblomquist@
lasalle.lib.il.us. 

Cast announced for Stage 212’s 
“Spoon River Anthology”

LA SALLE - Stage 212 will make their long-awaited re-
turn from standing in the wings next month with their unique 
outdoor production of “Spoon River Anthology.” 

Adapted by Charles Aidman from the 1915 literary work by 
Edgar Lee Masters, “Spoon River Anthology” is a collection 
of poems written from the points of view of deceased citizens 
of a fictional small town named for a river near Masters’ 
hometown of Lewistown, Ill. It aims to demystify rural and 
small-town American life, and despite its inclusion of grim 
accounts of murder, arson, blackmail and infidelity, Spoon 
River is a feel-good show that encourages audiences to gather 
their rosebuds (or daisies) while they may.

Featured in the cast will be Caryn Brown, Nik Frig, Larry 
Kelsey, Kathy Missel, Bob Phillip and Jennifer Walk. The 
production staff includes director Zoe Peshel, producer Caryn 
Brown, music director Jeni Roether, sound coordinator Charles 
Van Horn and guitarist John Frangoulis. 

“Spoon River Anthology” will be presented June 11, 12, 
13, 17 and 19 (two performances) at Centennial Park, 13th 
and West streets, Peru. The Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
evening performances begin at 6:30 p.m.; Saturday and 
Sunday matinees begin at 2 p.m. Rain date, to be used at 
the discretion of Stage 212, will be June 21. Tickets will be 
available to the general public for $15 each beginning June 1 
and may be purchased by visiting the box office Monday 4-6 
p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.–noon or by calling (815) 224-3025 
during the same hours. Tickets may also be purchased online 
by visiting www.stage212.org. All tickets are general admis-
sion. “Spoon River Anthology” is presented by arrangement 
with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. 
www.concordtheatricals.com.

Village treasurer
Sublette Village Clerk Katherine Leffelman swears in 
the newly-appointed village treasurer Will Klein during 
the board’s monthly meeting on May 10. Klein replaces 
Theresa Wilson, who retired from the village after 
serving the village for 40 years. (Reporter photo by Tonja 
Greenfield)

Village trustee
Sublette Village Clerk Katherine Leffelman, left, swears 
in newly-appointed Sublette Village Trustee Mackenzie 
Belan during the board’s monthly meeting on May 10. 
Belan was appointed by Sublette Village President John 
Stenzel and approved by the board to serve out the 
remaining two years of Stenzel’s village trustee term. 
Stenzel was elected village president in April. Belan had 
tied with Sublette Village Trustee Larry Ellis in the April 
election, leading to a tie-breaker held at the county. Ellis 
was the winner of the tie-breaker and began serving on 
April 29. (Reporter photo by Tonja Greenfield)

SUBLETTE

Soil temps cooler in May but rising
CHAMPAIGN - Cooler 

weather led to a decline in soil 
temperatures in the first half 
of May. Jennie Atkins, Water 
and Atmospheric Resources 
Monitoring program man-
ager at Illinois State Water 
Survey said soil temperatures 
at 4 inches under bare soil 
averaged 63 degrees on May 
16, 3 degrees cooler than last 
year and 2 degrees warmer 
than the long-term average. 
Temperatures declined the 

first 10 days of May due to 
cooler than normal weather. 
On May 10, temperatures 
averaged only 55 degrees 
with lows in the 40s.

Soils have warmed since 
then with an 8-degree in-
crease from May 10-16. 
Highs on May 16 reached 
into the 70s.

Soil moisture at 4 inches 
rose the second week of 
May due to rain throughout 
the state May 8- 9. Levels 
declined since then to an av-
erage of 0.30 water fraction 
by volume (wfv) on May 16.

The largest changes oc-
curred in northern Illinois, 
where moisture levels were 
near the soils’ wilting points 
in early May. Soil moisture 
rose 26 percent on average so 
far in May though conditions 
remain dry in the region.

Moisture levels are high 
at depths from 20 inches to 
5 feet.
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“We are relying on people 
to do the right thing,” he 
said. “We are relying upon 
people to recognize that 
they don’t want to go infect 
other unvaccinated people 
and they don’t themselves 
want to get sick and so it’s 
important for people to pro-
tect themselves and I think 
there’s real motivation for 
people to go get that. We’re 
not going to stop people and, 
you know, start checking a 
vaccine passport as part of 
some state mandate.”

The mask mandate in 
Illinois took effect last May 
when Pritzker issued an exec-
utive order requiring anyone 
older than 2 years of age “to 
cover their nose and mouth 
with a face-covering when 
in a public place and unable 
to maintain a six-foot social 
distance.” 

A spokesperson for the 
secretary of state said the 
office is awaiting further 
direction from the governor 
and the Illinois Department 
of Public Health about mask 
rules for the state Capitol 
Complex.

“Once we do, we will 
review the information and 
then will proceed accord-
ingly. We will also consult 
with the Illinois General 
Assembly,” spokesperson 
Henry Haupt said in an email.

The governor’s new or-
der rolling back the mask 
mandate came as the state 
is reporting 37.7 percent of 
the population, or more than 
4.8 million people, are fully 
vaccinated.

About 57 percent of Illi-
noisans between ages 16 and 
64 have received at least one 
dose of the vaccine, as have 
81.3 percent of those 65 years 
of age or older.

The number of COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations re-
ported are decreasing, as the 
state moved into the “bridge” 
phase on May 14, increasing 
capacity limits for various 
indoor and outdoor venues.

If COVID metrics remain 
stable, the state is set to fully 
reopen without limitations on 
capacity on June 11.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

duction. Native bees are also 
important pollinators. There 
are over 4,000 species of 
native bees in the U.S. found 
in all habitats, and over 200 
species have been found in 
Illinois. Important pollinators 
of apple trees, bumblebees 
also help pollinate crops such 
as blueberries, tomatoes, and 
squash, as well as many wild-
flowers. Bumblebees are very 
efficient pollinators because 
they work long hours, flying 
all summer long from early in 
the morning until late in the 
day. Butterflies, moths, flies, 
and beetles pollinate flowers, 
which are also very important 
to many animals and humans.

Cause for Concern
Now here’s the scary part: 

honeybees and native bees 
are in trouble. Populations of 
both are in sharp decline due 
to pesticide use, disease and 
parasite problems, and loss 
of food and nesting habitat. 
More than one-quarter of the 
bumblebee species are threat-
ened or have disappeared. 
Many kinds of butterflies and 
other wild pollinators are also 
in jeopardy. This is why it’s 
so important to learn about 
and do all we can to protect 
all kinds of pollinators. Plants 
need pollinators – and we 
need plants.

Planting to 
Help Pollinators

A great way for garden-
ers to help pollinators is by 
planting pollinator-friendly 
gardens and landscapes. 
Include a wide variety of 
flowering plants for blooms 
from spring to fall to provide 
nectar and pollen to feed on 
all season long. In addition 
to flowering plants, many 
flowering trees and shrubs 
are important sources of food 
for pollinators, especially 
early in the season. Place 
flowering plants in drifts, 
groups of at least three plants. 
Planting in clumps of one 
species makes it easier for 
pollinators to locate plants.

Mask
Continued from Page A1

Garden
Continued from Page A1

MENDOTA – The Mendota City 
Council approved several requests at 
its May 17 regular meeting.

Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick presented 
a request from Kristin Manfredini for 
the use of Snyder’s Grove for a wedding 
on Oct. 2, which was agreed upon by 
the council.

Alderman John Hessenberger dis-
cussed two zoning variance requests, 
both of which were approved. One was 

from the homeowner at 401 Eighth St. 
and the other was from the homeowner 
at 1006 Chicago St.

Mayor David Boelk presented his 
Fiscal Year 22 mayoral appointments and 
council members gave their approval.

A resident living in the 1400 block 
of Pennsylvania Avenue spoke to the 
council about receiving a notice from the 
city that he will have to remove a tent/
carport that he erected at his residence. 

The notice was for removal by May 
25. There is a city ordinance against 
having carports.

Mayor Boelk informed the man 
that the city will postpone the May 25 
deadline. He said the code enforcement 
officer will be consulted and the city 
will contact the man after that.

The next regular meeting of the 
Mendota City Council will be Monday, 
June 7 at 5:30 p.m.

Prom
As of May 17, the junior 

class had sold 75 tickets to 
prom, which is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 22 from 
5 to 9 p.m. This year’s 
theme is “Carnival” and the 
Post-Prom Committee has 
donated carnival games and 
prizes. A deejay will pro-
vide background music and 
five food trucks have been 
booked to provide food. 

Aughenbaugh said the 
Grand March and Royalty 
Coronation will take place in 
front of the high school and 
parents can park in the front 
parking lot for viewing. The 
prom activities for students 
will then move to the back 
parking lot. “We have some 
unique things planned and 
we hope the students enjoy 
it,” she said.
Summer School 

Summer school credit 
retrieval will be held June 
7 through July 2. A hybrid 
format will be used to moti-
vate and encourage student 
success. Students who are 
working daily on Edmentum 
may only be required to at-
tend two days in person and 
work remotely the other three 
days. Everyone can attend 
five days if they choose. If/
when a student is not making 
adequate progress, they will 
also be required to attend five 

days a week in-person.
Driver’s Education will 

begin June 9 and IVCC 
dual credit summer speech 
will take place on multiple 
days with three sections of 
courses.

Aughenbaugh said the 
high school will be busy this 
summer with a lot of students 
in the building and noted that 
COVID protocols will still 
be in place. 
Fall Athletic Bids

The board approved a 
request of $8,575 for fall 
sports as recommended by 
the Athletic Committee.
SUPERINTENDENT’S 

REPORT
Prusator  announced 

that the LaSalle County 
Health Department will 
hold COVID vaccine clinics 
at MHS this summer for 
students 12 and older. The 
clinics are scheduled for 
June 23 and July 31 in the 
gym and will also be open 
to the public. Time slots will 
first be scheduled early in the 
day and more times will be 
added as needed. Informa-
tion will be sent to parents 
this week. “This is a great 
opportunity for all students 
to get vaccinated,” he said. 
“We are excited and thankful 
that they reached out to us.” 

The board approved the 
purchase of four school 
busses instead of two, based 
on recommendation by Pru-

sator. He explained that 
transportation expenditures 
are way down this year, so 
it is a perfect time to buy 
four busses to replace some 
of the older ones that have 
serious maintenance issues. 
Total cost of the busses is 
$279,000.

ATHLETICS
Athletic director Steve 

Hanson updated the board on 
changes and improvements 
being discussed within the 
athletic department. Hanson 
said the past year has been 
rough on the coaches and 
students as well as every-
one else. In order to work 
on improving the program, 
coaches have volunteered 
to meet and share ideas for 
various ways improvements 
can be made. 

Hanson also sent sur-
veys to the student-athletes 
asking for their input. “I 
sent 110 surveys and got 56 
responses,” he said. “Most 
of the kids think it’s going 
okay, for some really well. 
Generally, they are happy 
with the program, which is 
similar to the responses we 
got three years ago.”

Hanson praised the coach-
es for doing a great job all 
year in spite of the obstacles 
and restrictions caused by the 
pandemic. “They did every-
thing we asked of them,” he 
said. “We want our coaches 
to work together as a team, 

not just within their own 
sport. And they had some 
good ideas of what we need to 
do to improve our program.” 

Among the topics to be 
presented to students will 
be maintaining eligibility, 
physical preparation and 
communication. In addition, 
a youth program will reach 
out to youth coaches and 
young athletes so they know 
what to expect before they 
get to high school. 
NEW BOARD MEMBER

A seventh board member, 
Sarah Coss was sworn in 
during the meeting. Coss was 
selected to fill the remaining 
open seat following the April 
6 election.

PERSONNEL
Following closed ses-

sion, the board accepted the 
resignations of Cody Zinke, 
assistant football coach and 
Todd Doyle as summer 
school administrator. They 
also accepted the retirement 
notice of Brenda Westphal, 
cafeteria worker.

Steve Wasmer was hired 
as assistant boys’ basketball 
coach and Brock Zinke was 
hired as summer school ad-
ministrator. David Dye and 
Alexis Finley were hired 
as summer maintenance 
workers.

The next regular board of 
education meeting will be 
held at the high school on 
Monday, June 21 at 6 p.m. 

City Council OKs two zoning variance requests

By TIM KIRSININKAS 
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker announced a 
new $6 million tourism ad-
vertising campaign aimed at 
attracting visitors to the state 
and sparking economic activ-
ity following the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The multimedia cam-
paign, featured around the 
theme “Time for Me to 
Drive,” showcases various 
destinations in all parts of 
the state and aims to reflect 
Illinois as a top destination 
for road trips. 

According to a news re-
lease, the campaign reflects 
increasing consumer trends 
to take shorter trips by car to 
destinations closer to home 
following the pandemic. The 
campaign is the first to be 
released by the state since 
the outset of the COVID-19 
pandemic last year. 

“More and more travelers 
are ready to get back out 
there. Recent surveys show 
that half of Americans plan 
to travel this summer, and 
half of them intend to drive,” 
Pritzker said, at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
in Springfield. “So, whether 
you want to ease your way 
back into travel or are rar-
ing to go, taking the great 
American road trip is a great 
way to enjoy yourself and to 
stay safe.” 

Pritzker said the new cam-
paign introduces tourists to 
“an Illinois they may not have 
seen before,” including des-
tinations such as state parks, 
the Shawnee National Forest 
and the Garden of the Gods. 

The campaign also pro-
motes the cities of Chicago, 
Springfield and Galena as po-
tential road trip destinations. 

Sylvia Garcia, acting 
director of the state’s De-
partment of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity, 
said prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Illinois saw over 
120 million visitors annually 
who collectively spent more 
than $40 billion in the state. 

Garcia said those numbers 
were “cut in half” as a result 
of the pandemic last year. 

“(The) Time for Me to 
Drive campaign is not only 

a milestone in bringing tour-
ism back for this summer, it’s 
also part of our ongoing work 
towards a strong recovery 
for the tourism industry over 

the long 
t e r m , ” 
G a r c i a 
said. 

T h e 
a d v e r -
t i s i n g 
campaign 
includes 

television, radio, digital and 
print spots. Garcia said the 
campaign would primarily 
be shown in the seven states 
surrounding Illinois and 18 
total markets. 

Michael Jacobson, presi-
dent and CEO of the Illinois 
Hotel and Lodging Associa-
tion, said promoting tourism 
in the state “puts people 
back to work” and will be 
important to the state’s eco-
nomic recovery following 
the pandemic. 

“What people rarely re-

alize is that an investment 
in tourism promotion is an 
investment in economic de-
velopment,” Jacobson said. 

“Promoting tourism helps 
our economy by getting vis-
itors to stay in our hotels, to 
eat in our restaurants, shop 
in our retail stores, buy fuel 
in our gas stations, and enjoy 
our amazing attractions,” he 
added. 

Jacobson said 20,000 
hotel workers are still out 
of work following pandem-
ic-related closures and shut-
downs, and that promoting 
tourism would be key to 
increasing tax revenue in 
the state. 

Jayne DeLuce, president 
and CEO of the Illinois 
Council of Convention and 
Visitor Bureaus, said the 
return on investment for 
destination promotion drives 
$11 in tax revenue for every 
promotional dollar spent. 

“Beyond creating price-
less memories, these road 

trip experiences create an 
immediate infusion of cash 
in the tourism economy, 
which has been so deci-
mated by the pandemic,” 
DeLuce said. 

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

State launches $6 million tourism campaign
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By Roger Eddy
Every year, we take time to celebrate School Princi-

pals’ Day on May 1 and National Teacher Appreciation 
Day on May 4. The Appreciation Day for teachers has 
now turned into National Teacher Appreciation Week, 
and this year was celebrated May 2-8. Back in the ear-
ly 1950s, the idea of honoring our teachers originally 
came from Eleanor Roosevelt, former first lady of the 
United States and wife of President Franklin Roosevelt. 
In 1980, the idea took on increased publicity and grew 
from that time into a rather significant day and week, 
when we routinely and officially give kudos to these 
people who have dedicated their lives to educating our 
young people.   

This year, the official day and week for showing 
appreciation to our teachers has come and gone, but it 
occurred to me that a day or week is not enough time 
for us to collectively thank teachers and administrators 
for the work they performed this particular year. This 
year was in no way routine. Our efforts to appreciate 
these folks should also not be routine.

It all really started at the end of the 2019-20 school 
year, which turned out to be a dress rehearsal for the start 
of the 2020-21 school year. Teachers were forced into 
developing and employing remote learning techniques 
with no warning, from March 2020 until the end of the 
school year. Technology was often spotty, at best, and 
in some remote areas not possible. Not to worry, school 
buses were used as mobile hot spots and homework 
wagons and meals were delivered to students. Even 
in those districts rich with technological hardware and 
software, the techniques of teaching remotely for long 
periods of time had to be mastered. Zoom became a 
common part of the teaching vernacular.

Spring sports were canceled, some highlights of the 
year like prom were eliminated, and graduations were 
held mostly remotely or with major changes made to 
allow for social distancing and other necessary pre-
cautions. Lock downs replaced annual field trips, and 
parents were often forced to become supervisors of “at 
home” learning. Many people learned just how difficult 
teaching can be.

During the summer of 2020, there was even more 
work done in an attempt to start the school year with a 
combination of remote and in-person learning. Various 
approaches were used as creative learning techniques 
emerged. Some schools remained remote, some used a 
hybrid model and when in-person was possible, students 
and teachers got used to using face masks and social 
distancing as an entirely different environment emerged. 
No matter the approach used, these efforts were often 
met with criticism, which became the true definition of 
a “no-win situation.”  

Through it all, our administrators, teachers, and 
support staff personnel worked hard to do the best they 
could to provide our children with an education. The 
teachers I have spoken with have had the most difficulty 
with the lack of contact with “their kids.” Teaching is 
more than a profession; it is a calling. The best of the 
best become so invested in the success of their students 
that they lose sleep and suffer from anxiety worrying 
about how those they feel responsible for are doing. It 
is much more difficult to know how students are doing 
when the contact is hybrid or remote. Students count 
on teachers for a multitude of reasons beyond being 
educated.

This year, if you have not yet thanked a teacher or 
others who have worked so hard to provide your chil-
dren with an education, don’t let the fact that Teacher or 
Principal Appreciation Day has passed, stop you. This 
has been an unusual year, let’s extend the timeline and 
continue to thank teachers at least a bit longer!

(Roger Eddy is a retired member of the Illinois House 
serving the 109th Legislative District from 2003 to 2012. 
While currently a member of the Illinois State Board of 
Education, all comments are as an individual and not 
as a member of the State Board of Education.)

Especially now, we can’t 
thank our teachers enough

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from May 23, 2001.)
By Jessica Nashold

It was 75 years ago that members of 
the Izaak Walton League met in the city 
council chambers to hear Dr. John W. 
Ruskin tell of his experiences as a mem-
ber of arctic expeditions. Impressed by 
what they heard, the league sponsored 
an illustrated lecture by Ruskin on May 
26, 1926, in the Elks Auditorium.

Dr. Ruskin had been on expeditions 
in 1908-09, 1910, 1914, 1916 and 
1922-23. Although he was officially the 
surgeon on these ventures, he always 
recorded scenery and wildlife with his 
camera.

At the time of his appearance in 
Mendota, he was raising funds for yet 
another expedition. He expected to sail 
from New York City in June, on the 
Neptune II, captained by Robert Bartlett. 
The Neptune II carried three engines, 
radio equipment and two Fokker planes. 
The mission on this trip would be to fly 
from the west coast to the east coast of 
Greenland, a feat not yet accomplished. 
Ruskin hoped to take a half-dozen 
Eskimo dogs about in case of a forced 
landing during the flight.

In a talk to the Kiwanis Club, Ruskin 
said his father had left him a half-million 
dollars to finance his explorations and 
he had already devoted another half-mil-
lion to his work. But more was needed.

Admission to the lectures at the Elks 
was 50 cents for adults, 15 cents for 
children at the afternoon showing and 25 
cents in the evening. Described as “the 
most wonderful pictures ever seen in 
Mendota,” advance advertising added – 

See the ice fields over which 
Amundsen and Byrd flew last 
week.

***
Gaps between cement roads leading 

to Mendota and the paved streets were 
finally attended to in May 1926. H. 
Zolper & Sons secured the contract to 
pave the gaps. One was an extension of 
West Washington Street, the other was 
north on 13th Avenue.

He is advertising for eight or 10 
teams to assist in this work.

***
The Board of Supervisors in McHen-

ry County was informed by the Attorney 
General that it did not have the power 
to prohibit Sunday night dancing in 
establishments to which it had issued 
permits.

***
Five Mendota boys were among a 

dozen from LaSalle County chosen 
to attend a Citizens’ Military Training 

camp at Fort Sheridan. The camp, to 
begin Aug. 3, 1926, would last for 30 
days. The Mendotans were Kenneth A. 
Krenz, Arthur J. McMahon, Arthur L. 
Morrison and Stanley T. Smith. R.E. 
Beebe, superintendent of Mendota 
schools, was the LaSalle County chair-
man for the CMTC program.

***
A man en route to a job with a gang 

laying new steel rails for the Burlington 
in Iowa was removed from the train in 
Mendota.

It was apparent he had been 
drinking.
Since pulling out of Aurora, he had 

been rolling in the aisle of the smoking 
car. He was carried to the Mendota 
baggage room on a stretcher, where he 
proceeded to disrobe. Dr. Harris was 
summoned, and after a brief stay in 
Harris Hospital, the man was transferred 
to jail, where he went to sleep.

By noon the next day he was able 
to go on his way.

***
McDonald & Neilson, proprietors 

of the United Cigar Store, announced 
installation of a soda fountain.

It has electrical refrigeration.
It had recently been advertised that 

electric refrigeration could be installed 
“in an existing ice box or with its own 
cabinet.”

***
Gladys Schlesinger, who had accom-

panied her father to the field where he 
was planting corn, spotted a sheet of 
paper caught by a dangling string in 
a woven wire fence. It proved to be a 
letterhead from the Curtis Baby Ruth 
Candy Co., with an offer to provide the 
finder with a box of 24 Baby Ruth candy 
bars. It had been launched by a balloon.

Gladys naturally was tickled.
She will send the letter to the com-

pany telling how she happened to find 
it. In return, she will receive 24 Baby 
Ruth candy bars.

***
The Boy Builders, sponsored by the 

Mendota Masons, honored their mothers 
on May 13, 1926, at a Mothers’ Night 
banquet attended by 100. Grand Master 
Builder Millard and Deputy Master 
Builder Williams, both from Chicago, 
were present. Two new Boy Builders 
were admitted to membership in the 

Mendota chapter that night – Ray Zorn 
and Wayne Rex.

***
Earl F. Lewis, cashier at the Farmers 

& Merchants Bank, was congratulated 
on the 7-pound walleye pike he had 
pulled from the canal near Princeton.

It was on display.
***

A special “fruit train” on the Burling-
ton, hauling cherries from California to 
Chicago, passed through Mendota. One 
shipment set a record when it traveled 
175 miles, between Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, and Chicago in 176 minutes.

Time needed to take on water 
and coal was deducted from 
actual time.

***
The Mendota Township High School 

band gave a concert at the County 
Farm in Ottawa. The Mendota Kiwanis 
Club had arranged this appearance and 
Kiwanis members provided rides to 
Ottawa for the band boys.

***
The Men’s Federated Bible Classes 

of Mendota met at the Methodist church 
on May 14, 1926. Speaker of the eve-
ning was F.G Taylor, superintendent 
of Earlville schools. He urged the men 
to always work for the best interests of 
young people.

They are the greatest asset a 
community has.
A banquet was served by the Method-

ist ladies at a cost of 50 cents per plate. 
The ladies received a standing ovation 
for the excellence of the meal served.

***
A popular destination for Sunday 

drives in 1926 was the Black Hawk 
monument in Oregon. One Sunday in 
May, the following MTHS students 
motored their way for a picnic: William 
Wenninger, Webster Gilman, Oliver 
Finkenbinder, Arthur Bush, Perry Lew-
is, Cathryn Frey, Gwendolyn Gibbs, 
Marjorie Kohl and Elaine Neilson. 
They were accompanied by two faculty 
members: Roger Goodwin and Evelyn 
Hartquist.

***
CB&Q carpenters put a new roof on 

the interlocking switch tower near the 
Sixth Street crossing because of fire 
damage. The new roof was fireproof 
instead of “the old style wood shingles.”

***
The F&F Shop at 704 Main St., op-

erated by the Misses Fink and Ferguson, 
advertised the superiority of their new 
permanent wave machines. “No gas or 
electric heating, no interfering wires, no 
overheating or possibility of accidents.”

SAFE

Arctic explorer visits Mendota – 1926
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
Joe Biden has a New Deal for America’s kids.
He wants to spend more than $225 billion on child care 

for infants and toddlers, and $200 billion for free, universal 
preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds. 

This is being hailed as a social revolution that will fi-
nally bring the United States in line with other advanced 
democracies. 

In reality, it’s a program that shows a pronounced class 
bias. And since it is heedless of the experience of other such 
mass programs in the United States and around the world, 
the Biden approach is also likely to fail to achieve its goals. 

It’s just not true, as the Biden program assumes, that 
parents of young children are eager to shuttle them off to 
industrialized daycare or pre-K programs. 

An extensive survey for the populist thinktank American 
Compass found a stark class divide in how couples think 
about child care. The survey asked couples if they preferred 
to have one parent working full time while the other parent 
provides child care in the home, or to have both parents 
working and using child care full time. One parent working 
was the preference of strong majorities of working-class 
(68%) and lower-class couples (58%), with a plurality of 
middle-class couples (38%) agreeing. Only a plurality of 
upper-class couples preferred the child care option (44%). 

So, Biden is talking about using taxpayer dollars to create 
as a default an arrangement that most parents would rather 
avoid. 

Then, there are outcomes. In a paper earlier this year for 
the Manhattan Institute, researcher Max Eden reviewed the 
literature. 

The programs that have produced the most remarkable 
positive outcomes over the years tend to be small, expensive, 
and very difficult to replicate. 

On the other side of the ledger, there’s the Quebec Family 
Policy. The Canada province developed a crash program in 
the late 1990s that rapidly expanded child care with generally 
deleterious effects. Researchers found increased behavioral, 
social, and health problems for the kids, and interestingly, 
worse outcomes for parents, too. The results were, in the 
words of one authoritative study, “striking in their consistent 
indication of a substantial negative impact of universal child 
care on children in two-parent families.”

The exception in Quebec, per another study, was children 
from single-parent families, where positive results were 
“particularly large for individuals at the very bottom of the 
distribution.”

The Quebec outcomes, as Eden notes, accord with what’s 
been found elsewhere -- child care is best for disadvantaged 
children and worst for children from two-parent families. 

As for pre-K, the largest study of Head Start, the federal 
program for low-income children, found any early benefits 
faded by the third grade. Other research has been more 
encouraging. But a rigorous, randomized control study of 
low-income kids in an extensive pre-K program in Tennes-
see showed initial gains washed away and then, over time, 
participants had worse academic and behavioral outcomes.

All of this would suggest taking a cautious approach 
focused on the least-advantaged kids rather than moving 
full-speed ahead on a massive federal expenditure to get 
as many kids into daycare and pre-K as possible, probably 
through the existing structure of public schools. 

But, in a desperate rush to spend another $4 trillion, Joe 
Biden wants his New Deal for kids -- whether it’s good for 
them or not. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

President Biden’s child care folly
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LOCAL AND AREA

GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
     Anything that still has usability and some value.
2. HOW TO PRICE
    Decide the price of each item and then tag that 

item.
3. LENGTH OF SALE
    Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.
4. HOW TO SET IT UP
    Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have 

a central place with sufficient change for them to 
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
    The most effective place to reach more people is in 

The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist 
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 5 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue &Wed 9-5 

Thurs Closed • Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4 09092019

OGLESBY – The Illinois Valley 
Community College Theatre Depart-
ment is stepping out – literally, when 
the cast performs live outdoors for an 
in-person audience with “Steppin’ 
Out! Broadway Under The Stars!” 

The musical revue plays at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, May 21, Saturday, May 
22 and Sunday, May 23 on the concert 
lawn of the Hegeler Carus Mansion 
in La Salle.

“After over a year of online pro-
ductions, our performers were ready 
to get back in front of an audience,” 
said IVCC Director and Choreogra-
pher of Musical Theatre Don Grant 
Zellmer.

“Performing a show outside seems 
to be the only option until mitigation 
changes, and we’re delighted to part-

ner with Hegeler Carus Mansion. Our 
cast and crew is fully vaccinated and 
ready to go,” Zellmer said. 

The fast-moving show features 
Broadway music from classics to 
contemporary, and a cast made up 
of students, alumni, and community 
members. They include Mary Rose 
Prosinski, Ashley Hurst, Reid To-
masson, Grace McCormick, Alexis 
Trammel, Megan Cullinan, Karen 
Lesman, Emily Pytel, PJ Olsen, 
Mark Fulkerson, Isaac Alvarado, Jake 
Jakieleski, Kelly Johnson, Bob Philip 
and Melanie Maskel.

“Some are performing a number 
from a previous IVCC show so it’s 
like ‘old home week’ for a few of 
them,” Zellmer said.

Pytel, an alumnus of IVCC and 

many of the productions while a 
student and now as a community 
member said, “It was so good to be 
back in the studio rehearsing. I’ve 
missed this creative outlet so much 
over the past year. Another performer 
said after the first rehearsal, ‘Tonight 
made my heart happy.’”

Tickets are available online 
at https://www.showtix4u.com/
event-details/51887. Admission is 
$15 per person, a portion of which 
goes to the Hegeler Carus Mansion. 

Audience members should bring 
their own lawn chairs as well as any 
beverages, wine, or even light picnics 
as the gates open one hour prior to 
show time at 6:30 p.m. Guests need 
to follow the guidelines posted on 
the ticket site regarding mitigation.

The cast of IVCC’s outdoor revue “Steppin’ Out! Broadway Under The Stars!” (Photo contributed)

IVCC Theatre Department to perform
live in-person musical on May 21-23

OGLESBY – Everett 
Solon of Streator was elected 
Illinois Valley Community 
College board chair at a spe-
cial reorganizational meeting 
May 3. 

Solon joined the board 
in 2013 and was re-elected 
April 6. He had served as vice 
chair under Jane Goetz since 
April 2017. He was formerly 
on the Streator High School 
board for 18-years, 14 as 
president.

Jay McCracken was elect-
ed vice chair and Angie 
Stevenson as secretary. The 
board reappointed Walter J. 
Zukowski as board attorney, 
Vice President for Business 
Services and Finance Cheryl 
Roelfsema as treasurer and 
Judy Day as secretary to the 
board. 

Solon announced com-
mittee appointments:

• Audit finance – Mc-
Cracken chair, Amy Boyles 
and Maureen Rebholz. 

• Facilities – David Mall-
ery chair, Rebholz and Ste-
venson.

• Planning – Goetz chair, 
Boyles and McCracken. 

• Closed session minutes 
– Stevenson chair, Goetz and 
Mallery. 

Goetz was appointed 
Illinois Community College 
Trustees Association repre-
sentative and Boyles as the 
alternate. 

The board canvassed 
results of the April 6 consoli-
dated election in which Solon 
and Rebholz of La Salle were 
re-elected to six-year terms.

The board set its 2021-22 
meetings in Room C307 for 
6:30 p.m. the second Thurs-
day of the month. 

The board also approved 
the appointment of Matt 
Seaton as Vice President 
for Business Services and 
Finance to replace the retir-
ing Roelfsema. His first day 
is June 17.

IVCC Board elects
Solon as new chair
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Between 1979 and 1981 a series of high profile missing-
children cases became national headlines. These cases 
contributed to the shock of the nation’s consciousness 
bringing attention to the seriousness of child victimization 
and forever changing the response by law-enforcement 
agencies to reports of missing children.

The tragedies of these children and others exposed a 
fundamental flaw. There was no coordinated effort between 
federal, state, and local law enforcement; no national 
response system in place; and no central resource to help 
searching families. When it came to handling missing-
children cases, the United States was a nation of 50 states 
often acting like 50 separate countries.

In 1983 President Ronald Reagan proclaimed May 25 
National Missing Children’s Day. Each administration since 
has honored this annual reminder to the nation to renew 
efforts to reunite missing children with their families and 
make child protection a national priority. National Missing 
Children’s Day is a reminder to all parents and guardians of 
the need for high-quality photographs of their children for 
use in case of an emergency, and for the need for everyone 
to pay close attention to the posters and photographs of 
missing children.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5656
Member FDIC

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St.

Mendota • 815-538-2265
Member FDIC

TRIPLE SERVICE PLUMBING, 
HEATING, COOLING, ELECTRIC

801 Monroe St. 
Mendota

815-539-3828

CITY OF MENDOTA
800 Washington St.

Mendota
815-539-7459

SULLIVANS FOODS
1102 Meriden St.

Mendota
815-539-9341

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
715 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-5651

MENDOTA REPORTER
703 Illinois Ave. 

Mendota 
815-539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com

MCDONALD’S
2701 12th St.

1503 13th Ave.
Mendota

FINANCIAL PLUS 
CREDIT UNION

1905 13th Ave. • Mendota
815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

SCHIMMER INC. 
CHEVROLET - BUICK

Rt. 251 South • Mendota
815-539-9343

www.schimmergm.com

THIS MESSAGE WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE SPONSORS:
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Is Gwyneth Paltrow 
really done with acting? Or is 
she going to 
be like Demi 
Moore only 
to return a 
few years 
later after 
retiring? -- 
B.P.

A: Gwyneth Paltrow grew 
up in the movie industry. Her 
mother, Blythe Danner, is 
a successful movie actress 
(“Meet the Parents”), and 
her father, the late Bruce 
Paltrow, was a prominent 
producer (“St. Elsewhere”). 
Gwyneth has had an even 
bigger career than her par-
ents, earning an Academy 
Award for “Shakespeare in 
Love” and then becoming a 
part of the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe as Pepper Potts in 
“Iron Man” and its sequels. 

In 2008, she launched 
GOOP, her online wellness 
and lifestyle company. Over 
the years, as she raised her 
two children, her focus has 
shifted away from acting 
and toward the GOOP brand. 
She almost abandoned her 
acting career after winning 
her Oscar at age 26. She told 
“Good Morning America” 
years later that she “didn’t 
love acting that much” and 

Paltrow

felt that she had reached her 
peak and didn’t know where 
to set her next goal. 

H e r  m o s t  r e c e n t , 
post-Marvel credit was the 
limited series “The Politi-
cian,” a comedy-drama on 
Netflix. Her husband, Brad 
Falchuk, is one of the creators 
of the “American Horror 
Story” franchise, so perhaps 
she’ll pop up on that series 
someday, but she seems 
pretty content building her 
lifestyle empire and being 
a self-described homebody. 

***
Q: We have been watch-

ing the “NCIS” series and 
its spinoffs set in different 
cities. Which location is 
going to be next? My inter-
est dropped in watching the 
original “NCIS” when Abby, 
the lab tech, was pulled from 
the series. She definitely was 
an added attraction to that 
program, and the two blondes 
didn’t help a bit. -- N.M.

A: Pauley Perrette’s 
Abby, with her pigtails and 
bangs, was a fan favorite of 
the original “NCIS” series on 
CBS. Star Mark Harmon has 
been with the hit show since 
it began in 2003. It’s spawned 
two franchises, “NCIS: Los 
Angeles” and “NCIS: New 
Orleans,” which is ending 
after seven seasons.

However, like “Law & 
Order” and “CSI,” “NCIS” 
continues to spawn new 
franchises. Next up is “NCIS: 
Hawaii.” It’s the first “NCIS” 
show to star a female lead. 
Former entertainment cor-
respondent turned actress 
Vanessa Lachey has won 
that role. “NCIS: Hawaii” is 
expected to be part of CBS’s 
fall lineup. 

***
Q: I love “When Calls 

the Heart” on the Hallmark 
Channel. When will the new 
season begin? -- S.S.

A: “When Calls the Heart” 
debuted on Hallmark in 2014 
and has steadily become a 
big hit for the network. Some 
people might only know it as 
the show that Lori Loughlin 
was on before she went to 
federal prison for the college 
admissions scandal, but it has 
a big following besides the 
tabloids. Former “General 
Hospital” star Jack Wagner 
and Erin Krakow are among 
the show’s stars. Look for 
the ninth season to debut 
sometime in 2022. 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. MOVIES: How long was 

the shortest Academy Awards 
ceremony?

2. TELEVISION: Which U.S. 
state was the setting for the 1980s 
“Newhart” TV sitcom?

3. MEDICAL: What is a com-
mon name for the condition known 
medically as ankylosis?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Which Euro-
pean nation colonized Haiti?

5. HISTORY: What was the 
Monroe Doctrine, a policy stated by 
President James Monroe in 1823?

6. ADVERTISING: Horatio 
Magellan Crunch is the mascot for 
which cereal brand?

7. FOOD & DRINK: What is 
bannock?

8. BIBLE: What is the Pen-
tateuch?

9. SCIENCE: How do mosses 
reproduce?

10. INVENTIONS: When did 

the first patented drive-in movie 
theater open?

Answers
1. The first Academy Awards 

ceremony in 1929 lasted 15 minutes.
2. Vermont
3. Stiff joint
4. France
5. The U.S. opposed further Eu-

ropean colonization of the Americas, 
but wouldn’t interfere with existing 
colonies or meddle in the affairs of 
European countries.

6. Cap’n Crunch
7. Flat, quick bread of Scottish 

origin
8. The first five books of the 

Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy

9. Spores
10. 1933 in Camden, New Jersey 
(c) 2021 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Are you one of those 

folks who paces while talking 
on the phone? Psychologists 
believe this may be a kind of 
coping mechanism to make up 
for lack of body language and 
nonverbal cues that normally 
accompany conversation.

* A chef traditionally 
wears white because the chef 
of the first prime minister of 
France (1815) believed it was 
the most hygienic of all colors.

* The shape of the Co-
ca-Cola bottle is patterned 
after a cacao seed pod.

* In 1995, Chris “Fen-
derman” Black got hitched 
to his Fender Stratocaster 
guitar that he’d purchased 
35 years earlier, after his real 
wife quipped that he spent so 
much time with it, he should 
marry it.

* Early Hoover vacuum 
cleaners were hard to sell 
because potential customers 
refused to believe they could 
have that much dirt in their 
carpets.

* Plane exhaust kills more 
people than plane crashes. 
Approximately 10,000 peo-
ple die annually from toxic 
airplane pollutants.

* Argentine goalkeeper 
Sergio Goycochea would 
crouch down and covertly 
urinate on the field before 
every penalty shootout for 
good luck. He started the ritual 
during the 1990 World Cup 
quarterfinals and continued it 
for the rest of his career.

* “Hurkle-durkle” is an old 
Scottish word meaning to lie 
in bed after it’s time to get up 
and get going.

* A New Jersey man 
bought a $5 bottle of orange 
juice, which his wife deemed 
too expensive and sent him 
back to return. He bought 
two Powerball lottery tickets 
with the refund and ended up 
winning the jackpot worth 
$315.3 million.

***
Thought for the Day: “I 

think that you have to believe 
in your destiny, that you will 
succeed; you will meet a lot of 
rejection and it is not always 
a straight path, there will be 
detours -- so enjoy the view.” 
--Michael York

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo 

HOLLYWOOD -- Julian 
Fellowes, creator/writer/ex-
ecutive producer of “Down-
ton Abbey” 
(series and 
film), has 
a  Chr is t -
mas present 
for us . . . 
“Downton 
Abbey 2,” 
which opens 
Dec. 22. In addition to 
the original cast returning, 
Fellowes has added Hugh 
Dancy (“Hannibal,” “Late 
Night,” “The Good Fight” 
and “Homeland”), with his 
real-life wife, Claire Danes 
(“Homeland”). Also, Laura 
Haddock (“Guardians of the 
Galaxy 1&2” and “Trans-
formers: The Last Knight”), 
as well as Dominic West 
(Showtime’s “The Affair,” 
HBO’s “The Wire,” “Les 
Miserables” and the “Tomb 
Raider” remake, with Os-
car-winner Alicia Vikander). 
West has already filmed his 
portrayal of Prince Charles in 
seasons 3&4 of “The Crown,” 
which won’t drop until 2022-
23. The first “Downton” 
movie grossed $230 million.

***
Kermit the Frog’s father 

D. West

(and original voice) is getting 
the full biopic treatment from 
Disney. The Jim Henson 
Company has joined forces 
with Disney to tell the story 
of the creator of “The Mup-
pets,” “Fraggle Rock,” many 
of the characters of “Sesame 
Street,” as well as the films 
“The Labyrinth” and “The 
Dark Crystal,” and of course, 
that superstar herself, Miss 
Piggy! Henson developed 
his Muppets while in high 
school, founded The Jim 
Henson Company in 1958 
and developed many of the 
“Sesame Street” characters 
in 1969, which led to “The 
Muppet Show” in 1976.

The film will follow him as 
he tries to convince unimag-
inative network executives 
that adults, as well as children, 
would flock to see Muppets 
come to life. Henson left us 
in 1990 at 53 due to bacterial 
pneumonia, leaving behind a 
huge legacy and five children. 
After the success of the Mr. 
Rogers biopic, “A Beautiful 
Day in the Neighborhood,” 
starring Tom Hanks as Fred 
Rogers, the door opened for 
this one. Now the search is 
on for a star to play Henson.

***
Here’s one suggestion: 

How about Jeff Dunham? 
Dunham began doing ven-
triloquism in 1970 at age 8, 
made his TV debut in 1976 in 
a Datsun car ad while still in 
high school. By 1983, he was 
making $70,000 a year with 
his “dummies” and opened 
for superstars Bob Hope and 
George Burns. He finally 
broke through with a 1990 
appearance on “The Tonight 
Show” with Johnny Carson. 
In 2003, his first Comedy 
Central special scored well, 
but execs wouldn’t pony up 
for another special. So in 
2005, Dunham paid to tape 
his own special, “Arguing 
With Myself,” then sold it to 
Comedy Central, pulling in 2 
million viewers and selling 
2 million DVDs.

Today, Dunham is the 
highest paid stand-up co-
median and is so popular 
that he plays amphitheaters 
and stadiums, because the-
aters are too small. His net 
worth is estimated at $140 
million, but he’ll have to 
work harder to catch Jerry 
Seinfeld, whose net worth 
is $950 million. Still, $140 
million for playing with dolls 
is something to laugh at!

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

The catalog of films 
available to watch on any 
given platform is immense. 
Some days I feel like I spend 
more time with the TV guide 
and movie menu than I do 
actually watching a movie. 
When you just aren’t sure 
what to watch, you can draw 
inspiration to guide you to a 
new discovery. For example, 
May is Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month, and there is a wonder-
ful selection of films starring 
or directed by entertainers 
from this background. Here 
are a few to get you started:

“Crazy Rich Asians” -- 
A regular gal, Rachel Chu 
(Constance Wu), joins her 
seemingly normal longtime 
boyfriend on a trip to his 
best friend’s wedding -- and 
back home to meet his fam-
ily. Henry Goulding plays 
Nick Young, the boyfriend 
in question -- considerate, 
elegant, with a six-pack that 
won’t stop. What Rachel 
doesn’t know is that Nick’s 

family is, well, crazy rich, 
and the couple is greeted 
with nonstop elaborate dis-
plays of ostentatiousness as 
soon as they hit Singapore. 
Michelle Yeoh plays Nick’s 
disapproving mother, and 
comedy relief comes from 
Rachel’s college friend Peik 
Lin, played by a hilarious 
Awkwafina, along with Ken 
Jeong, as Peik Lin’s dad. An 
absolute must-see!

“The Farewell” (PG) -- 
Awkwafina heads this touch-
ing family drama as Billi, 
a young Chinese woman 
whose adored grandmother 
is discovered to have cancer. 
The family decides not to 
tell her, and instead gathers 
the relatives together for an 
improvised wedding celebra-
tion as cover. Billi struggles 
with both the family’s de-
cision and to fit in with the 
old ways of doing things, 
all the while savoring sweet 
moments with family.

“Always Be My Maybe” 
-- Ali Wong and Randall Park 
play two childhood friends -- 

one now a highly successful 
chef, the other lives with his 
dad and performs locally in a 
band. After a brief fling, they 
part ways, but are reconnect-
ed when Ali comes home to 
San Francisco. It’s a sweet 
story of ambition, finding 
oneself and reconnecting 
with what’s truly important 
in life.

“Better Luck Tomorrow” 
-- A groundbreaking film 
from director Justin Lin, 
who later went on to ac-
claim directing several “Fast 
and Furious” films, “Better 
Luck Tomorrow” follows a 
group of high-achievement 
Asian-American students 
whose relentless pursuit of 
academic achievement and 
the excruciating expectations 
placed on them lead to an 
increasing level of involve-
ment in petty crime, drugs, 
larceny and eventually felo-
ny. Stars Parry Shen, Jason 
Tobin, Sung Kang, Roger 
Fan and John Cho.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by



Wednesday, May 19, 2021A10 • The Mendota Reporter

THE BACK PAGE

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

815-673-7216
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

PLUS

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR
YOUR HOME

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

WITH IN-HOME
ESTIMATE!**

CALL DURING THIS
PROGRAARAM&RECEIVE
DINNER TOGO!
FREE $50 GIFT CARD
WITH IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

16

$99
INSTALLATION
for a limited
time on a
complete
LeafGuard
system!†

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will cleannn yyyooouuur guuutttttteeerrrs fffor free

†Does not include material costs. Expires 05/31/2021. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 
minute in-home product consultation will receive a  $50 gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per 
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a  photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a  contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a  Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except 
that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer 
not sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 

Our Family Protecting Your Family

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

We support local FFA chapters 
and all your efforts to educate and 
help future ag leaders put down 
tomorrow’s roots.

Trust in Tomorrow.®

Chris Klein

We applaud all of our local 
2021 graduates! Here’s to your 
achievements and bright futures. 
 

Trust in Tomorrow.®
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17

20
21

YOUR NEXT CHAPTER
OUR CONGRATULATIONS

OUR FAMILY PROTECTING 
YOUR FAMILY

Otto Meyer will be 90 years young on May 25!

A card shower is being planned. You may send your birthday 
wishes to him at 207 15th St., Mendota, IL 61342.

SPRING 
GARAGE SALE

Sponsored by 
First United 

Methodist Church
First Avenue 

& Sixth Street, 
Mendota

Thursday, May 20
Noon – 6 p.m.

Friday, May 21 
8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Saturday, May 22
8:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

MASKS REQUIRED
2t19msr

GARAGE SALE
406 Sixth Ave.,

Mendota
(In alley)

Thursday, May 20
& Friday, May 21

9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, May 22

9 a.m.-3 p.m.
1t20msr

GARAGE/BARN SALE
4731 E. 10th Road,
Earlville (between

Paw Paw & U.S. 34)
Friday, May 21 &
Saturday, May 22

8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Kids’ clothes, home décor,

antique wood doors,
furniture, exercise

equipment and more.
1t20msr

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

LaSalle County
(marriage licenses)

Christopher Ryan of 
Earlville and Rachel Nied-
jelski of Ottawa; issued May 
4, 2021.

Andrew Valenzuela and 
Justine Coleman, both of 
Earlville; issued May 4, 
2021.

Taylor Ikens and Carly 
Dodd, both of Amboy; issued 
May 7, 2021.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Megan N. Vickrey, 25, of 
304 Fourth St., Mendota, was 
charged with driving while 
license suspended after a traf-
fic stop at 13th Avenue and 
Washington Street at 6:35 
p.m. May 13. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DUI
Nicholas T. Dalki, 24, of 

1107 14th Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
after a traffic stop at First Av-
enue and 12th Street at 7:53 
p.m. May 13. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
LaSummer C. Jones, 

24, of 701 Meadowview 
Drive, Apt. 202, Mendota, 
was charged with no valid 
driver’s license after a traffic 
stop at Indiana Avenue and 
Monroe Street at 12:27 a.m. 
May 14. The subject was re-
leased with a LaSalle County 
court date.

POLICE
BLOTTER

WEEKLY
RECORD

Garage Sale time is here!
For best results, advertise
your sale in The Reporter.

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE

DEADLINES
• Thursday 5 p.m. to 

appear in Monday’s Money 
Saver.

• Monday 10 a.m. to 
appear in Wednesday’s Re-
porter.

IVCC offers Teen Career Camps
OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College’s Con-

tinuing Education Center offers Teen Career Exploration 
Camps for ages 13 to 17 in June and July.

Taught by IVCC faculty, camps expose students to careers 
in various fields through interactive discussion and hands-on 
simulation. Skills needed to succeed on the job and in life 
will be incorporated into each camp. 

Camps cover careers in health, manufacturing, automotive 
and welding. 

“GRIP” camp, June 14-17, focuses on STEM careers 
including electronics, computer-aided drafting, automotive 
and industrial maintenance.

“SPARK!” meets June 28-July 1 and covers basic MIG 
welding, workplace safety, basic manufacturing processes 
and basic print-reading skills.

“SCRUBS!”, July 12-15, introduces students to careers in 
dental health, emergency medical services, medical assisting 
and nursing.

Each four-day camp will be in IVCC’s modern labs. Pro-
grams follow IVCC’s health and safety guidelines. Camps 
are partially funded with grant money.

Register at (815) 224-0447 or www.ivcc.edu/onlinecec.

Automotive HVAC course scheduled
OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College’s Auto-

motive Technology Department is offering Automotive Air 
Conditioning and Heating (ATO 2250) from 9 a.m. to 12:50 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, May 24 to June 15.

Construction, operation and servicing of car and light-duty 
truck AC systems will be covered. Emphasis is placed on 
R-134a and R-1234yf refrigerants, diagnosing problems and 
repairing AC systems using appropriate recovery equipment.

Hybrid vehicle AC system service and precautions, leak 
detection and automatic climate control systems will receive 
special attention.

Register in admissions or call (815) 224-0447. For ques-

IVCC News Briefs

Ag scholarships are still available
OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College Foun-

dation scholarships are still available for students enrolling 
in fall agriculture courses.  

Each year, IVCC awards over $50,000 in ag scholarships. 
To be added to a list of students interested in remaining ag 
scholarships, contact Donna Swiskoski in the Foundation 
office at donna_swiskoski@ivcc.edu or (815) 224-0551.

Later this summer, Swiskoski will share application in-
formation with students on the list.

tions about the class, call instructor Art Koudelka at (815) 
224-0220 or email art_koudelka@ivcc.edu.
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SPORTS

MENDOTA – Mendota High 
School will have another former 
player on its boys’ basketball coaching 
staff after Steve Wasmer was hired as 
an assistant coach by the Board of 
Education at its May 
17 meeting.

Wasmer will be 
the assistant coach 
under head coach 
Steve Hanson for 
the 2021-22 season. 
There is a possibility 
that Wasmer could 
transition into the 
head coaching position the year after.

Wasmer is a Mendota native 
and a 1998 graduate of MHS. He 
played basketball all four years in 
high school. Wasmer is currently an 
eighth-grade math teacher at Peru 
Parkside and has six years’ experience 
of coaching the eighth-grade boys’ 
and girls’ teams at Parkside.

Wasmer was in high school during 
some of Mendota’s best years on the 
basketball court in the 1990s, and he 
remembers the excitement the Trojans 
gave the fans every time they took 
the floor.

“The position is really attractive 
to me, because I can remember when 
Mendota basketball was a force,” said 
Wasmer. “The stands were filled on 
Friday nights, and it was exciting. I 
want to bring that excitement back.

“It’s been a bit of a rough stretch, 
but there’s no doubt in my mind we 
can have good basketball teams ev-
ery year in this town. I want to drive 
around and see kids shooting outside. 
I have a great opportunity to work 
with Coach Hanson, who I respect 
immensely. He really knows the game 
and I’m excited to learn from him.”

Wasmer said his philosophy is 
pretty simple – he wants the guys on 
his team to outwork the other guys.

“Control the things you can 
control and good things happen,” 
he said. “Work hard and play 
great defense and you will, at a 
minimum, stay in games. Jay Bilas 
had a great quote in his Toughness 
book – ‘Hard work is the price of 
admission for the opportunity to 
reach sustained excellence.’ I love 
that statement.

“We will also be prepared. When 
I played, Killer (Mike Kilmartin) 
and my dad always had us prepared. 
There wasn’t a single time that I 
thought the opposing coach had 
their team more prepared than us, 
whether it was attention to detail in 
practice or an incredibly detailed 
scouting report. When your coaches 
care that much and work that hard 
it is much easier for the players to 
give their best effort day in and day 
out. My goal is to help our teams 
to be that prepared as well.”

Wasmer

MHS hires alumnus to boys’ basketball staff

Mendota rallied late in 
the game to take out North 
Boone, 3-1, in a Big North-
ern Conference varsity girls’ 
softball game on May 11 at 
the MHS field.

North Boone broke a 
scoreless tie with an un-
earned run in the fourth and 
the game re-
mained 1-0 
until the bot-
tom of the 
sixth when 
Mendota fi-
nally broke 
through. Up 
unt i l  that 
point, the Lady Trojans had 
no hits and had only one 
baserunner.

Lauren Martin started the 
rally with a one-out walk and a 
stolen base. After a flyout, Ka-
tie Jenner delivered Mendo-
ta’s first hit, an RBI double to 
tie the game. Paige Manning 
reached on an error as Jenner 
raced home and Mary DeFore 
produced a run-scoring single 
to make it 3-1.

Manning, who started 
in the circle, ran into some 
trouble in the top of the 
seventh, but she managed 
to wiggle out of the jam 
to secure the victory. She 
allowed just three hits in 
the complete-game perfor-
mance, striking out seven 
and walking two.

***
Superb pitching and plen-

ty of hitting was a good com-
bination for the Lady Trojans 
as they walloped Hall, 11-0, 
on May 12 at Spring Valley. 
The game was halted after 
five innings because of the 
10-run rule.

Mendota’s offense went 
right to work in the top of 
the first when it batted around 
and scored five runs. Emma 
Schultz and Ryleigh Sond-
geroth each had RBI singles 
in the frame.

The Lady Trojans put 
three more runs on the board 
in the second when Jenner 
and DeFore singled ahead of 
a three-run homer by Jenna 
O’Donnell.

DeFore stroked a two-run 

single in the third and Men-
dota added one more run in 
the fifth.

In the circle, DeFore was 
masterful over five innings, 
allowing just a fourth-inning 
single. She struck out four 
and walked one.

***
Mendota tried to rally 

late in the game, but came 
up short to Oregon, 6-3, in 
a BNC contest on May 13 
at Oregon.

The Hawks scored two 
runs each in the first, third 
and fifth innings to take a 
6-0 lead.

The Lady Trojans had 
just two hits through five 
innings before they put some 
hits together in the sixth and 
benefited from walks to score 
three runs. Paige Manning 
singled to drive in the first 
run. Sondgeroth walked with 
the bases loaded to plate 
another and Lauren Martin 
delivered an RBI single – her 
third straight hit – to cut the 
Oregon lead in half.

Manning pitched all six 
innings to take the loss. She 
gave up six hits, four earned 
runs, struck out seven and 
walked three.

***
The Lady Trojans were 

forced to play come-from-
behind again against Ge-
noa-Kingston, but fell by a 6-5 
count on May 17 at Genoa.

A five-run third inning 
propelled G-K to a 6-1 lead. 
Mendota scored in the third 
on an RBI single by Manning 
and then tallied three in the 
fourth to make it 6-4. Driving 
in runs were Jenner with a 
double, DeFore with a single 
and O’Donnell with a triple.

After the third, DeFore 
blanked the Lady Cogs the 
rest of the way, but Mendota 
could only push across one 
more run.

Jenner led Mendota’s 
11-hit attack with three hits, 
while Manning and Martin 
had two apiece.

G-K managed 12 hits off of 
DeFore, but only one of its six 
runs was earned. She fanned 
three and walked three.

Lady Trojans rally
past North Boone
q DeFore hits, pitches MHS over Hall

DeFore

The Mendota Lady Trojan 
girls’ soccer team suffered 
a 3-1 setback to Rockford 
Christian on May 11 at the 
MHS field.

Daisy Arteaga tallied 
the lone goal for the Lady 

Trojans.
***

Mendota and Oregon 
finished in a 3-3 tie on May 
13 at Oregon.

Isabella Tolentino scored 
a pair of goals for Mendo-

ta, while Nataliya Stewart 
booted home the other goal. 
Assists went to Arteaga and 
Tanya Rosas.

***
The Lady Trojans dropped 

a 2-1 overtime decision to 

North Boone on May 17 at 
the MHS field.

Stewart scored Mendo-
ta’s goal off an assist by 
Arteaga.

The Lady Trojans have a 
3-6-1 record.

Soccer team ties Oregon, loses two close games

Bodies of water like lakes, rivers 
and oceans often elicit fond memories 
of fun times spent under the sun. Safety 
should always be a priority when spend-
ing time on the water, especially when 
participating in water sports, including 
swimming and water skiing.

According to the World Health 
Organization, more than 40 people die 
by drowning every hour of every day, 
which equates to around 372,000 deaths 
each year. Many of those deaths, the vast 
majority of which occur in low- or mid-
dle-income countries, are preventable, 
and safety is at the core of drowning 
prevention. Though drowning incidents 
are not as prevalent in the United States 
and Canada as they are elsewhere in the 
world, the popularity of water sports in 
both countries underscores the impor-
tance of revisiting the various ways to 
stay safe when out on the water.

• Take water sports lessons. The 
carefree nature of spring and summer 
can make it easy for water sports 
enthusiasts to forgo lessons before 
trying their hands at water skiing and 

wakeboarding. But such lessons can 
teach people techniques that can keep 
them safe on the water. Courses teach 
everything from how to get up and out 
of the water to how to properly handle 
a tow rope. They also can teach boaters 
how to navigate waters while towing 
skiers, tubers and wakeboarders.

• Learn hand signals and go over 
them before getting in the water. The 
National Safety Council emphasizes 
the importance of basic hand signals, 
which can be used to help boaters 
communicate with the people they’re 
towing. Hand signals are vital because 
water sports tend to be noisy, so non-
verbal communication may be the only 
way boaters can communicate with the 
people they’re towing. Signals can be 
used to communicate anything from 
directions of turns to speed requests 
to the condition of the person being 
towed. A list of hand signals can be 
found at www.boaterexam.com/safety/
safety-common-hand-signals.aspx.

• Inspect tow lines. The NSC advises 
inspecting tow lines prior to beginning. 

Such inspections can confirm that tow 
lines are not caught in the propeller 
or wrapped around anyone before the 
activity begins. 

• Wait for the propeller to stop before 
getting back on the boat. People being 
towed should always wait for propellers 
to stop before climbing back into the 
boat. It doesn’t take long for propellers 
to stop, and those extra few seconds can 
dramatically reduce risks for accidents 
or injuries.

• Avoid water sports at night. Vis-
ibility is compromised once the sun 
goes down. That can make it hard for 
boaters to see any obstacles that might 
appear in the water, and it also makes 
it very difficult for them to communi-
cate with the people they’re towing. 
As a result of such difficulties, the 
NSC urges water sports enthusiasts to 
only engage in such activities during 
daylight hours. 

Water sports make summer even 
more fun. Safety should always be the 
utmost priority for anyone involved in 
such activities.

Simple safety tips for water sports enthusiasts
The popularity of water sports  underscores the importance of revisiting the various ways to stay safe when out on 
the water.

SPRINGFIELD – Illi-
nois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) Conser-
vation Police have stepped 
up patrols and are reminding 
boaters to play it safe while 
enjoying their time on the 
water as part of National Safe 
Boating Week, May 22-28.

“While we look forward 
to observing Memorial Day 
and the start of the summer 
outdoor recreation season, 
our busy boating season in 
Illinois is already underway, 
and we want boaters to be 
safe on the water throughout 
the year,” said IDNR Direc-
tor Colleen Callahan. “IDNR 
Conservation Police will be 
out on the water with you, 
reminding boat operators to 
be safe and sober, and re-
minding everyone aboard the 
boat to keep safety in mind.”

IDNR Conservation Police step up patrols for National Safe Boating Week
A year ago, IDNR Conser-

vation Police investigated 81 
boating accidents involving 
36 injuries and 21 fatalities. 
Nationally, the U.S. Coast 
Guard notes that drowning 
was the reported cause of 
death in four out of every five 
recreational boating fatalities 
in 2019, and that 86 percent 
of those who drowned were 
not wearing life jackets.

Top boating safety re-
minders:

• Wear a life jacket.  Wear-
ing a Coast Guard-approved 
personal floatation device 
(PFD) is one of the simple 
things you can do whether 
you’re solo in a kayak, pad-
dling with the family in a 
canoe, or operating a larger 
boat on a busy lake or river. 
PFDs are required on jet skis 
and wave runners. PFDs for 

everyone aboard the boat 
are required, and kids under 
13 must wear a life jacket 
whenever a boat is underway.

• Motor boat operators 
should make sure all the re-
quired equipment is aboard, 
including a properly charged 
fire extinguisher, working 
horn and whistle, working 
navigation lights, and flares.

• A new federal law re-
quires engine cut-off switch-
es (ECOS) and links or 
lanyards that shut the boat 
motor off if the boat operator 
is displaced from the helm, 
preventing runaway boats 
from causing damage or 
injuries.

• Stay sober. Just like 
driving a car or truck, you 

can’t operate a boat under 
the influence of alcohol or 
drugs. Conservation Police 
arrested more than 100 boat-
ers on charges of operating 
under the influence (OUI) 
last year.

“The best way for boat-
ers to enjoy their time on 
the water this summer is to 
follow the rules,” said IDNR 
Law Enforcement Director 
Timothy Tyler.  “Our Con-
servation Police Officers will 
be diligent in enforcing the 
law when it comes to sober 
boating. Anyone operating a 
boat under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs will be sub-
ject to arrest. The message for 
boat operators is simple – and 
bears repeating: If you booze, 
you lose.”

Boat operators must also 
follow the laws regarding 

careless or reckless oper-
ation, overloading a boat, 
observing restricted areas 
and no-wake zones, and 
adhering to other navigation 
rules, Tyler added.

The Handbook of Illinois 
Boating Laws and Respon-
sibilities has details on what 
boaters can and cannot do 
in Illinois. The handbook 
is available on the IDNR 
website at https://www2.
illinois.gov/dnr/boating/
Documents/BoatDigest.pdf 

The annual Illinois Rec-
reational Boating Report for 
Federal Fiscal Year 2020, 
with information on boating 
accidents, enforcement and 
safety, is available on the 
IDNR website at https://
www2.illinois.gov/dnr/safe-
ty/Documents/BoatingAcci-
dentReport2020.pdf 

SPRINGFIELD  – The Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) is accepting applications for grants 
through the Snowmobile Trail Establishment Fund 
(STEF) and Local Government Snowmobile (SNOW) 
grant programs now through June 1, 2021.

The Illinois STEF and SNOW grant programs are 
offered annually through the IDNR.

The primary purpose of the Snowmobile Trail Estab-
lishment Fund Grant Program is to provide financial aid 
to eligible private, not-for-profit snowmobile clubs for 
the purpose of assisting such organizations to construct, 
maintain and rehabilitate snowmobile trails and facilities 
on public lands, designated roadways, or private land 
opened to such use in the state. The STEF grant program 
provides financial assistance to eligible local snowmobile 
clubs and organizations to help them construct, main-
tain, and rehabilitate snowmobile trails and facilities 
on public lands and designated road right-of-ways or 
on private lands open to public snowmobile use.  The 
following types of projects are among those eligible for 
STEF funding:  trail clearing, signs and fencing, lease 
of equipment necessary for facility construction, and 
warming shelters/restrooms.

Applications must be submitted to the IDNR by 5  
p.m. on June 1, 2021.  The Notice of Funding Oppor-
tunity can be found at: https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/
GATA/Pages/default.aspx

Snowmobile trail grants available
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E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com 
or call 815-539-9396 for your password 
today. You can also register online by

visiting our website.

• Searchable, portable,
convenient

• Back issues available

• Identical in format to
paper edition– Flip each
page with a single click!

• News when you want it–
eEdition is available sooner
than home delivery!

The Mendota Reporter eEdition–
the same great content, easier to love.

www.mendotareporter.com

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

Return this coupon by May 31, 2021 and 
receive 13 months for the price of  12!

Plus, if  you take advantage of  our Spring Savings Spectacular 
by renewing or starting a new subscription to your hometown 

newspaper, you will also get $4 OFF our regular rate!

ADD $1 TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
and we will match it and donate the proceeds 

to the Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry.

12-Month Subscription
1 year.......................$48.00

If you reside in Bureau, 
LaSalle or Lee counties.

Add $1 for Food Pantry donation...$49.00

1 year.......................$68.35
If you reside out of Bureau, 

LaSalle or Lee counties.
Add $1 for Food Pantry donation...$69.35

$4.00
Savings!

(If you have previously subscribed using our Auto Pay method, your subscription will be transferred to our Manual Pay Plan.)

Name:_________________________________ Phone #___________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:________________Zip:_______________

*Coupon and payment must be received to qualify for special rate.

Return to: The Mendota Reporter, P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.
Reporter office located at 703 Illinois Ave. Phone 815-539-9396.

Early Deadlines

05192021

Due to the Memorial Day Holiday, 
the following deadlines for editorial, 

advertising and photos will apply 
for the Mendota Money Saver 
and The Mendota Reporter:

 
Money Saver for  

Memorial Day May 31 - deadline is  
Wednesday, May 26 at 2 p.m.

 
Mendota Reporter for  

June 2 - deadline is  
Thursday, May 27 at 2 p.m.

The Mendota Reporter office will be closed on 
Monday, May 31 in honor of Memorial Day. 
We will reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, June 1.

By SARAH MANSUR
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Top 
officials from Gov. JB Pritz-
ker’s administration claimed 
last week that they were mis-
led by leadership at the state 
Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs regarding a deadly 
COVID-19 outbreak at the 
state-run LaSalle Veterans’ 
Home.

Deputy Gov. Sol Flores 
and Illinois Department of 
Public Health Director Ngozi 
Ezike said, as a result of this 
misinformation, they were 
unaware of the breakdown 
in basic infection control 
protocols at LaSalle that led 
to a November COVID-19 
outbreak that killed 36 
veterans.

During the nearly four-
hour House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee hearing on May 

Former LaSalle home administrators misled Pritzker administration, officials claim
13, Flores blamed senior 
officials at IDVA and the 
home for the staff’s failure 
to follow state and federal 
health guidelines.

“IDVA was supposed to 
be following all protocols 
laid out in the IDPH and (U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention) guidelines 
specific to long-term care 
facilities,” Flores, who over-
sees human services agencies 
for the governor’s office, told 
the committee. “We were 
told that that was happening 
by the home administrator 
(Angela Mehlbrech), and the 
staff that was on the ground.” 

Mehlbrech was fired in 
December, and former IDVA 
Director Linda Chapa LaVia, 
as well as her chief of staff, 
Tony Kolbeck, have since 
resigned.

When asked what has 

changed at the home to en-
sure the administration is not 
receiving misinformation, 
Flores cited new leadership 
at the home. She said the 
administration is also asking 
for more detailed reports 
from staff at the home.

“Now that visitation is 
allowed, I intend to go with 
(IDVA Acting) Director 
(Terry) Prince and visit more 
of the homes,” Flores said, 
noting she has not yet visited 
the LaSalle home in person.

Ezike said medical and 
infection control profession-
als at IDPH were in frequent 
contact with the Kolbeck and 
others at the home through-
out the outbreak to educate 
and recommend strategies.

“Through these calls and 
through the information we 
were hearing at the time, we 
believed that the home was 

following all the recom-
mended protocols and the 
appropriate steps were being 
taken to address the cases,” 
Ezike said.

The hearing comes two 
weeks after the release of an 
investigative report into the 
response by officials from 
the home and IDVA.

The investigation re-
vealed a response to the 
outbreak at the LaSalle home 
that was “inefficient, reac-
tive, and, at times, chaotic,” 
according to the 50-page 
report from the Illinois 
Department of Human Ser-
vices’ Office of the Inspector 
General.

The report found the 
home and agency lacked 
any outbreak plans and had 
insufficient COVID-19 pol-
icies.  In addition, the report 
found the home and agency 
failed to communicate, train, 
and educate staff members 
concerning COVID-19 pol-
icies, and it found repeated 
non-compliance with per-
sonal protective equipment 
protocols among staff.

It described former IDVA 
Director Linda Chapa LaVia 
as having “abdicated” her 
authority to Kolbeck. It also 
found that no one at IDVA 
visited the LaSalle facility, 
either in person or virtually, 
from March 2020 until De-
cember 2020.

The scope of the investi-
gation was limited to examin-
ing policies and protocols in 
the home, as well as assessing 
IDVA’s response to the out-
break and compliance with 
state and federal regulations.

The investigators only 
requested documents from 
IDVA, but not from the 
governor’s office or IDPH, 
according to Peter Neumer, 
acting inspector general at 
the Illinois Department of 
Human Services. 

Neumer testified before 
the same committee earlier 
last week, noting his team did 

not interview anyone with the 
governor’s office, although 
it did interview three IDPH 
officials who have medical 
experience or backgrounds 
in infectious disease.

The inspector general’s 
report found that IDVA failed 
to implement recommenda-
tions made in 2019 after an 
outbreak of Legionnaires’ 
disease at the state-run vet-
erans home at Quincy that 
killed 13 veterans. Those 
recommendations called 
on IDVA to create uniform 
infection control policies 
across all four state-run 
homes. 

Acting IDVA Director 
Prince, who also testified at 
the committee hearing, said 
uniform policies were imple-
mented at all four state-run 
veterans homes in late April.

The senior home admin-
istrator position at LaSalle, 
which has remained vacant 
since 2019, would have been 
responsible for carrying out 
these recommendations, ac-
cording to the report. Since 
the position had not been 
filled, the recommendations 
were not implemented by the 
time the pandemic hit.

Prince said this position 
is still vacant but his depart-
ment is currently interview-
ing candidates.

Pritzker, at an unrelat-
ed news conference, also 
assigned blame to IDVA 
leadership when asked about 
the failure to carry out rec-
ommendations.

“I’m upset and extraor-
dinarily disappointed that 
leadership at the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs did 
not make the corrections 
suggested in that report that 
should have been made,” 
he said. 

Request for AG criminal 
investigation, civil lawsuits

House Minority Leader 
Jim Durkin, of Western 
Springs, sent a formal re-
quest on May 11 to Attor-

ney General Kwame Raoul 
asking him to open a crim-
inal investigation into the 
COVID-19-related deaths 
at the LaSalle home.

“Caring for our aged 
veterans in our state facil-
ities should always rise to 
the highest level of care,” 
Durkin’s wrote in the letter. 
“That standard of care for 
our heroic veterans at the 
LaSalle Veterans’ Home 
was not met as evidenced 
by the report.” 

Such an investigation 
would not be unprecedented. 

In 2018, then-Attorney 
General Lisa Madigan, a 
Democrat, launched a crimi-
nal investigation into how the 
administration of then-Gov. 
Bruce Rauner, a Republican, 
responded to the deadly 
outbreak of Legionnaires’ 
disease at Quincy between 
2015 and 2018.

That investigation con-
cluded in 2020, under current 
Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul, also a Democrat, who 
found there was not a basis 
to bring charges. 

A spokesperson for 
Raoul’s office said Durkin’s 
request is being reviewed.

The state is also facing 
more than a dozen lawsuits 
filed on behalf of veterans 
who contracted COVID-19 
at LaSalle. The lawsuits ac-
cuse the facility of providing 
negligent health care that 
violated state law.

Lawyers with the Chica-
go-based Levin & Perconti 
firm have argued in the 
lawsuits that the LaSalle fa-
cility did not provide health 
care services consistent with 
guidance issued by the state 
and federal health authori-
ties, did not adequately sup-
ply or properly use personal 
protective equipment, and 
did not take the necessary 
steps to provide medical care 
to patients with COVID-19 
or prevent further transmis-
sion of the virus.
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265
firststatebank.biz

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-915-4170
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BEAUTY SALON
J.C.’s Headquarters
Hair • Nails • Massage • Tanning
810 Washington St. • 815-538-5171

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290
Fax 815-538-7032  
email: tux_dawg@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations -  
Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road • Sublette 
815-849-5476

RECYCLING  
Buckman Iron & Metal
705 5th St. 
815-539-9563

RESTAURANTS  
Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM, ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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LOCAL AND AREA

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
local businesses, the 

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign encourages 
residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

From Hometown 
Heroes to Golden 

Anniversaries, 
we celebrate the 
events that shape 

our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL

ILLINOIS COURT HELP IS HERE FOR YOU
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT COURT?

What is Illinois Court Help?
 

A free service offered by the Illinois Courts
to provide answers about the court process. 

 

C A L L  O R  T E X T  8 3 3 - 4 1 1 - 1 1 2 1
T O  C O N N E C T  W I T H  A  T R A I N E D  C O U R T  G U I D E

Visit ilcourthelp.gov for more information.

PROTECT
YOUR FAMILY

Keep mercury out of the environment by safely 
disposing of your old mercury thermostat.

To find a recycling location, visit: 
thermostat-recycle.org/zipsearch

Life in Christ is abso-
lutely amazing when you 
learn to live by faith. And 
Romans 1:17 says that 
those who are believers in 
Him “shall live by faith” 
(NKJV). It’s the key to 
experiencing the abundant 
life Jesus died to give us, 
a life we can enjoy, “and 
have it in abundance [to 
the full, till it overflows]” 
(John 10:10 AMP).

The question is, how 
do we live by faith? What 
does it look like, practi-
cally speaking, to release, 
or use, our faith in our 
everyday lives?

Faith That Brings 
the Dead to Life

In John chapter 11, we 
read about the time when 

How faith in God can impact your life
Jesus raised His friend 
Lazarus from the dead. 
Lazarus and his sisters, 
Martha and Mary, were 
good friends to Jesus, and 
He’d had been to their 
home multiple times.

But when Lazarus was 
sick and his sisters sent 
word to Him saying “he 
whom You love is sick” 
(John 11:3 NKJV), Jesus 
didn’t come right away to 
heal Him. His immediate 
response was, “This sick-
ness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God, that 
the Son of God may be 
glorified through it” (v. 4).

Jesus wanted them to 
trust Him and believe that 
no matter how bad the 
situation was, He could 
still do something to make 

it right. But that’s not the 
reaction He received.

When Mary, Lazarus’ 
sister, came out to meet 
Him, she said, “Lord, if 
You had been here, my 
brother would not have 
died” (John 11:32 NKJV). 
The Bible says that Jesus 
was “deeply moved within 
[to the point of anger]” 
when He approached 
Lazarus’ tomb (John 11:38 
AMP). He was visibly 
disturbed.

Think for a moment 
how Jesus must have felt. 
He knows what has hap-
pened and has come to fix 
the problem, but no one 
really understands what 
He’s capable of doing. 
He’s surrounded by un-
belief. And in the midst of 
the confusion, Jesus says 
to the people, “Take away 
the stone” (v. 39).

It’s interesting that Je-
sus was getting ready to 
raise a man from the dead 
but He told them to roll 
away the stone. He wanted 
to see their faith in Him 
through their obedience.

Faith That Speaks 
Louder Than Words
Romans 12:3 says God 

“has dealt to each one a 
measure of faith” (NKJV). 
So you have faith…but 
are you using it? It’s so 
important for us to use our 
faith because that’s how 
we grow stronger in our 
relationship with God and 
trust Him more in every 
situation in our lives.

Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) 
says, “Without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder 
of those who diligently 

seek Him.” God rewards 
our faith when He sees it 
in action.

Using your faith simply 
means that you do what 
you can do—what God 
shows you to do—and 
you trust Him to do what 
you cannot do. For exam-
ple, if you’re praying for 
your spouse to become a 
believer in Christ, then 
don’t go to lunch with 
your friends and complain 
about how he or she will 
never change.

When you release your 
faith, you take some kind 
of action that shows you 
believe God will do what 
He says He will do. You 
line up your attitudes and 
actions with God’s prom-
ises for you, according to 
His Word, and hold on to 
those truths when life gets 
tough. That’s what Jesus 
was asking the people to 
do when He told them to 
roll away the stone from 
Lazarus’ grave.

It’s Not Too Hard
So many times when 

God asks us to do some-
thing for Him, we look 
at the situation and say, 
“There’s no way I can 
ever do that. It’s just too 
hard!” 

Maybe you need to 
forgive people who have 
hurt you. Maybe you’re 
asking God for a new 
house and He’s telling 
you to clean up the 
one you’ve got. Maybe 
you’re facing a moun-
tain of debt, yet you’re 
still using credit cards 
everywhere you go. 

When challenges are 
greater than our ability to 
resolve them on our own, 
we often say things like, 
“I can’t do it, God. It’s 
just too hard.” But that’s 
a lie the devil wants you 
to believe. 

The truth is, God is 
never going to ask you 
to do something without 
giving you the ability to 
do it. Whatever the direc-
tion is, He’ll give you the 
strength, understanding, 
support, resources—any-
thing you need—to do 
your part when you sim-
ply step out in obedience 
to follow His lead. 

In these times, remem-
ber Philippians 4:13, 
which says, “I can do 
all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.” In 
other words, you can do 
whatever you need to do 
in life through Christ. 

You can roll away the 
stone that stands between 
you and your miracle!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s three-teach-
ing CD series Unleashing 
the Power of Faith. You 
can also contact us to re-
ceive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
130 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and her newest de-
votional QUIET TIMES 
WITH GOD (Fai th-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.  •  (815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.  
In-person & on Facebook  

May 20 - Noon-6 p.m. Spring Garage 
Sale in Memorial Building

May 21 - 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Spring Garage 
Sale in Memorial Building

May 22 - 8:30-11 a.m. Spring Garage Sale 
in Memorial Building - $2 per bag day
May 23 - Pentecost & Confirmation 

Sunday, 9 a.m. Worship in-person 
(registration-call 815-538-5587, masks & 
social distancing required), and online on 

Facebook
May 24 - Newsletter deadline

May 26 - Pastor Mary leads worship at 
Stonecroft Village

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim • (219) 765-1379
pastorhogunkim@gmail.com

Church office  •  (815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.   •  (815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

May 20 - 7 p.m. Session
May 23 - 10 a.m. Worship in-person 

and on Facebook Live, 
11 a.m. Fellowship

May 25 - 5 p.m. Boy Scouts
May 26 - 7 p.m. Bible study on Zoom

May 27 - 10 a.m. Heritage Manor 
Worship

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.
No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
 (815) 503-1273
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road  •  Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
 “Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  
Worship services are available 

weekly online through 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Please check out our 
website and our Facebook page 

for more information as we 
transition back to in-person 

worship.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut   
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Damascus in 
the Old or New Testament or 

neither? 
2. Who did the people of Malta 
think was a god when he was 
unaffected by the viper’s bite? 
Job, Paul, Timothy, Stephen
3. To whom did Naaman the 
Syrian ask forgiveness after 

worshiping the god Rimmon? 
Saul, Christ, Elisha, Darius
4. From John 3, who was a 
Pharisee and ruler among 

the Jews? 
Zacchaeus, Nicodemus, Judas, 

Peter
5. Who was known as the 

“Supplanter”? 
Aaron, Moses, Jacob, Hosea

6. What was the name of 
David’s first wife? 

Rachel, Priscilla, Michal, Ruth

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) Paul; 3) Eli-
sha; 4) Nicodemus; 5) Jacob; 6) Michal

=

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley



MARKETPLACE
Wednesday, May19, 2021B6 • The Mendota Reporter

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

601 601 
AUTOS FOR SALE AUTOS FOR SALE 

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S 
& VANS

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LTZ 
4x4, Silver ............................$33,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4, LT, 
Maroon ................................$30,900 

 

2016 Chevy Equinox LT AWD,  
Blue  ....................................$13,900 

2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 
Z71, LT, 67K miles, Red  ......$27,900

2019 GMC Acadia, AWD, SLE, 
4,700 miles, Maroon .......... $29,500

2017 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4WD, 62K 
miles, Black..............................$42,500 

2017 Chevy Traverse LTZ, AWD, 
51K miles, White .................$27,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 
Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process
• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2017 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4WD, GM Certified, Black, 1-owner, Local Trade w/62K 
miles, Leather, Heated Seats and More!

$42,500

2017 Chevy Tahoe LT

Carpenter 
wanted. Pays 

cash.  
Call 815-246-6504.

05102021

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

601 601 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TIMESHARE ESTATE 
OR ESTATES UNDER 
SECTION 10-50 OF 
THE ILLINOIS REAL 
ESTATE TIMESHARE 
ACT OF 1999

By virtue of the 
timeshare instrument 
of the Fox River Resort, 
2558 N. 3653 Road, 
Sheridan, Illinois 60551 
and 770 ILCS 103/1-
15 et. seq. establishing 
managing entity liens 
for failure to pay 
assessments and other 
costs on the timeshare 
estates held by the 
owners of the timeshare 
estates listed below, 
and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same 
will be sold at public 
auction starting at 11 
o’clock a.m. on May 
25, 2021, at the east 
entrance of Etna Road 
Government Complex, 
707 Etna Road, Ottawa, 
IL 61350.

Each timeshare estate 
is a 1.923% and/or 
0.9615% undivided 
interest (each, a “Unit”) 
as tenant-in-common 
at Fox River Resort, 
a vacation ownership 
project in LaSalle 
County, Illinois, as per 
the recorded plat(s) 
thereof and according 
to the Amended and 
Restated Declaration 
of Restrictions, 
Covenants and 
Conditions recorded 
under File No. 
R2000 31258 and 
any Supplemental 
Declarations recorded 

in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds, 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
as supplemented 
and amended from 
time to time (the 
“Declaration”), together 
with the exclusive right 
to occupy the Unit 
during the designated 
Use Period Number(s), 
as said Use Period 
is defined in the 
Declaration, upon 
and subject to all of 
the terms, restrictions, 
covenants, conditions 
and provisions in the 
Declaration.

ARTURO CERDA JR, 
SHARON L CERDA, 
382 W 15TH ST, 
CHICAGO HEIGHTS, 
IL, 60411, according 
to the Deed dated July 
26, 2000 and recorded 
under File No. R2000 
24484, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 9152000, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0104, Use 
Period Number(s) 41, 
Phase 2 

NICOLAS HOMANS, 
TIFFANY BEMENT, 46 
172ND PL, HAMMOND, 
IN, 46324, according to 
the Deed dated April 
27, 2007 and recorded 
under File No. R2007 
15517, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 6282007, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0057O, Use 
Period Number(s) 03, 
Phase 1

TIFFANY D JONES, 
KIMBERLEE J COMBS, 
1500 PENROSE AVE, 
BALTIMORE, MD, 
21223, according to the 
Deed dated February 
23, 2013 and recorded 

under File No. 2013 
07236, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 4052013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0368, Use 
Period Number(s) 33, 
Phase 3

TIFFANY D JONES, 
KIMBERLEE J 
COMBS, 3137 N 
CALVERT ST BSMT, 
BALTIMORE, MD, 
21218, according to the 
Deed dated February 
23, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
07236, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 4052013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0368, Use 
Period Number(s) 33, 
Phase 3

JERIMIAH MURRAY, 
9333 S EVANS AVE, 
CHICAGO, IL, 60619, 
according to the Deed 
dated July 13, 2013 
and recorded under 
File No. 2013 16989, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 8012013, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0130E, Use Period 
Number(s) 44, Phase 2

THERESA R SMITH, 
1493 WHITMAN CT, 
SCHAUMBURG, IL, 
60173, according to the 
Deed dated October 
03, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
24327, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 10292013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0421, Use 
Period Number(s) 30, 
Phase 7

THERESA R SMITH, 
1493 WHITMAN CT, 
SCHAUMBURG, IL, 
60173, according to the 
Deed dated October 
03, 2013 and recorded 

under File No. 2013 
24327, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 10292013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0421, Use 
Period Number(s) 34, 
Phase 7

LUIS VALERO, ISABEL 
VALERO, 2923 W 
DIVERSEY AVE, 
CHICAGO, IL, 60647, 
according to the Deed 
dated December 16, 
2006 and recorded 
under File No. R2007 
00684, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 1102007, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0078O, Use 
Period Number(s) 11, 
Phase 1

MICHAEL E 
WILSON, KENYADA 
R I C H A R D S O N 
WILSON, 25623 
S DAFFODIL LN, 
MONEE, IL, 60449, 
according to the Deed 
dated July 20, 2009 
and recorded under 
File No. R2009 29645, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 12022009, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0137E, Use Period 
Number(s) 46, Phase 2 

TERMS OF SALE: At 
the time and location 
noted above, the 
timeshare estates listed 
above will be sold at 
public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash. 
The timeshare estates 
will be sold in individual 
lots unless there are no 
individual bidders, in 
which case, they may 
be sold as a group. In 
the event the managing 
entity lienholder or its 
authorized agent is the 
purchaser of one or 
more of the timeshare 
estates, the managing 
entity lienholder or 
its authorized agent 
may offset against the 
purchase price of the 
timeshare estate(s) 
an amount equal to 
all or a portion of the 
amount due under the 
managing entity lien(s) 
(and thus, credit bid).
Other terms may be 
announced at the public 
auction.

Fox River Resort Club, 
An Illinois Not-for-profit 
Corporation
By: Deborah A. Quirk
Its: Agent
No. 0501 (May 5, May 
12, May 19)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 28, 
2021 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses of 
all persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as 
Jason’s Towing & Re-
covery, LLC located at 
4053 E. 2603rd Road 
Sheridan, IL 60551.
Dated: April 29, 2021. 
Jason Orbe Applicant.
Legal No. 0502 (May 2, 
12, 19)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BUREAU COUNTY, 

PRINCETON, IL
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE )P 43
OF )
SEAN W. )
STILTNER, )
DECEASED. )

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to 
creditors of the death 
of Sean W. Stiltner, 
of Princeton, Illinois. 
Letters of Office 
were issued on May 

7, 2021, to Alexis 
Stiltner, of Princeton, 
IL, as INDEPENDENT 
A D M I N I S T R AT O R , 
whose Attorneys 
of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
Bureau County 
Courthouse, 700 S. 
Main Street, Princeton, 
IL 61356, or with the 
Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the 
first publication of this 
Notice. If the claim 
notice is personally 
mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, the claim must 
be filed in the above 
entitled cause within 3 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later. Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representatives 
and to their Attorney(s) 
within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 
The estate will be 
administered without 
court supervision, 
unless under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate 
Act (Ill. Compiled 
Stat. 1992, Ch. 758, 
par. 5/28-4) any 
interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Circuit 
Clerk.  
Dated:  May 11, 2021
Dawn M. Reglin
Bureau County Circuit 
Clerk
Princeton, IL 61356
No. 0503 (May 19, 26, 
June 2)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
ESTATE )
OF ) 
MARJORIE )
B. )
CARROLL, )
Deceased.  ) 

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of MARJORIE 
B. CARROLL.  Letters 
of Office were issued 
on May 11, 2021 
to MATTHEW B. 
CARROLL, 1405 
Walnut Ave., Mendota, 
IL 61342, as Executor, 
whose Attorney is 
MICHAEL G. BOKUS, 
609 Eighth Avenue, 
Mendota, Illinois 61342.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the 
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Ottawa, 
Illinois 61350, or with 
the representative, or 
both, before the date 
stated in this notice, 
which date shall be 
not less than 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication or 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever is 
later, and that any claim 
not filed on or before 
that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representatives 
and to his Attorney 
within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.
Date of first publication: 
May 19, 2021, A.D.
Claim Deadline: 
November 18, 2021, 
A.D.
CIRCUIT CLERK
LASALLE COUNTY
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS
Attorney at Law
609 Eighth Avenue
Mendota, IL  61342
Phone:  815/ 539-5002
FAX:    815/ 538-5771
ARDC No. 6285775

No. 0504 (May 19)

  
Case 
No.
2021
P-101
  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

OPHIR TOWNSHIP 
ROAD AND BRIDGE 

BUDGET
Notice is hereby given 
that a tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Or-
dinance for Road pur-
poses, Ophir Township, 
LaSalle County, Illinois 
for the fiscal year begin-
ning April 1, 2021, and 
ending March 31, 2022 
is available for public in-
spection at the Triumph 
Community Building, 
3907 E. 752nd Road 
Triumph Illinois. A pub-
lic hearing on the Bud-
get and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. on Mon-
day June 14, 2021 at 
the Triumph Community 
Building.
Bill Pakenham.  Ophir 
Township Clerk.
No. 0505 (May 19)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

OPHIR TOWNSHIP 
TOWN BUDGET

Notice is hereby given 
that a tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Or-
dinance for Town pur-
poses, Ophir Township, 
LaSalle County, Illinois 
for the fiscal year begin-
ning April 1, 2021, and 
ending March 31, 2022 
is available for public in-
spection at the Triumph 
Community Building, 
3907 E. 752nd Road 
Triumph Illinois. A pub-
lic hearing on the Bud-
get and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday 
June 14th, 2021 at the 
Triumph Community 
Building. Bill Paken-
ham. Ophir Township 
Clerk.
No. 0506 (May 19)

NOTICE
Ophir Township regular 
monthly meeting dates 
for fiscal 2021-2022 will 
be held on the second 
Monday of the month, 
April through October at 
7:00 p.m. and Novem-
ber through March at 
6:00 p.m. All meetings 
will be held at the Ophir 
Community Building at 
3907 E. 752nd Road 
in Triumph. Bill Paken-
ham. Ophir Township 
Clerk.
No. 0507 (May 19)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 

are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: 315 Ave 
E. Thursday May 20th, 
Friday May 21st, & 
Saturday May 22nd. 
Sale From 9am-4pm. 
Clothes, Tools, Kitchen 
Items, Tables, and 
Much More. (05-19-21)

ROCHELLE: 12221 
E Flagg Rd. Saturday 
May 22nd, & Sunday 
May 23rd, 8am-
4pm. Rolling Green 
Estates. Community 
Yard Sales. Several 
Families Participating. 
Many Items, Too Much 
to List. Something For 
Everyone. (05-19-20)
ROCHELLE: 5611 
Greenland Dr. Friday 
May 21st & Saturday 
May 22nd, 8am-
7pm. MOVING SALE! 
Household, Men & 
Women’s Clothes, 
Tools, & Lots of 
Miscellaneous. (05-19-
21) 

ROCHELLE: 519 
Lincoln Ave. Friday 
May 21st & Saturday 
May 22nd 8am-
4pm. Lawn Mower, 
Shop Vac, Rakes, 
Shovels, Tall Ladder, 
Extension Ladder, 
Wheel Barrow, Fish 
Equipment, Buckets, 
Chaise Lounge Chair 
with Pads, Shelves, 
Small Refrigerator 2 
Years Old, Kitchen 
Appliances, & Other 
Miscellaneous. (05-19-
21)  

ROCHELLE: 1000 
N 9TH St. Saturday 
May 22nd 9am-3pm. 
B.N.S.F. Decorative 
Plates, Vintage and 
Home Made Porcelain 
Dolls. Something For 
Everyone. Too Much 
To Mention. Everything 
Must Go. (05-19-21)

ASHTON: 406 Tracy 
Ave. Thursday May 
20th, Friday May 21st, 
& Saturday May 22nd, 
Sale Opens at 8:30am. 
Entertainment Center, 
King Size Bed Set, 
6-Chair 2-Leaf Dining 
Set, Desk, Electric 
Fireplace, and 12 Tables 
of Miscellaneous. (05-
19-21)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

Mon - Sat: 8-5
Sun: 11-4

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

COMPUTER SALES & SERVICEVETERINARIAN

MENDOTA COMPANION ANIMAL CENTRE
Rt. 251 N. • Mendota  • 815-539-6601

M, T, TH, F 7:30am-6pm • W 8am-Noon
www.mendotavet.com

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

ASPHALT

Commercial & 
Residential
Driveways

Parking Lots
Roads

Tar & Chip
Seal Coating

 Asphalt

Daniel Berchtold
309-361-9562

Up to your knees in algae and muck?

CHILD CARE

Earlville
Early Learning Center

Child Care and Early 
Education for children 

from 6 weeks to 
5 years old

For more information, 
call 815-414-5497 or 

email
aschultz@earlville9.org

Now Enrolling!

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 20+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-92555
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

815-539-3811

T&C REALTY
607 Sixth St., Mendota, IL • 815-539-6635

CALLING ALL INVESTORS! MANY NEW UPDATES! SIT BACK 
AND COLLECT THE RENTS ON THIS NEWLY RENOVATED 4 UNIT 
APARTMENT LOCATED ON A LARGE CORNER LOT. PROPERTY IS 
CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN AND TRAIN STATION. 2 UNITS ON MAIN 

FLOOR, FULL BASEMENT, GARAGE AND OFF STREET PARKING. ALL 
UNITS FULL ON MONTH TO MONTH LEASES WITH FULL SECURITY 

DEPOSITS. OWNER PAYS WATER/GARBAGE/GAS AND ELECTRIC 
IN UNIT 2 (STUDIO APARTMENT) ONLY. CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 

PRIVATE SHOWING!

MLS#11021753 
202 15th St Mendota

$169,900     
Very nice and comfortable 3 bedroom 2 bath 
ranch. Move in condition. You will not be 
disappointed. Home is sold as is however 
newer furnace, water heater, roof and sump 
pump. All appliances stay. Including freezer 
and fridge in basement. Perennials in the nicely 
landscaped lot.  Call for all the amenities.

NEED TO 
SELL YOUR 

HOME? 
WE’RE YOUR 

GALS!

HUGE BUILDING, HUGE POSSIBILITIES. 
This large building could be made into 
anything you want to make it! Over 6,000 Sq 
Ft of living space plus extra room for storage 
in the basement. One car attached drive 
through garage. Extra parking in the back. 
Nice foyer area in the front. The upper floor 
was used as a separate apt. The main floor 
was used for a funeral home. This building 
just needs the right buyer to make it beautiful 
again. The building is vacant. No current 
tenants. A MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE! 
ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES!

TAKE A LOOK AT THIS UNIQUE!! TWO 
STORY,LARGE CUSTOM BUILT HOME,ON THREE 
CITY LOTS, ONE OWNER. Entering through the 
large oversized three car garage, a handicap ramp is 
available to access the home. Walk through the foyer 
to a large living room with a wood or gas burning 
fireplace, french doors to the deck, Open kitchen with 
built-in double ovens, electric stove top, two pantry 
areas and eat in kitchen. The main level includes two 
master bedrooms with en suite bathrooms/walk-in 
closets. Basement includes a family room, bar/dining 
area, 2nd bonus room, home office, half bathroom, 
plus large storage area. The large fenced back yard 
has privacy for you to enjoy the large deck with hot 
tub and 18x36 heated in ground kayak pool. ADT 
security system installed, whole house generator, 
two furnaces, two A/C units, two sump pumps, two 
breaker boxes, rubberized waterproof foundation.

MLS#11037821  
306 S. East St., Earlville 

$114,900 
Nice 3 bedroom home with large 
eat in sunny kitchen. Large deck 

on back and a closed in front 
porch. Affordable.  Can close 

quickly. Call McConville Realty

247 Knox Road, Mendota $370,000 
Have you always wanted a cabin in the woods to remind you of 
the Northwoods? Then this beautiful log home is for you. The 

owner hand-picked and built this log home using trees from Wi for 
his dream home. Pride of ownership shines throughout. Features 

include 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath, double sided stone fireplace, spiral 
staircase to loft room with pool table for enjoying family time. Loft 

overlooks the dining, kitchen and living room. Sit outside by the fire 
pit and listen to nature or relax in the hot tub. Also, included is a 

tree house perfect for children to play in or for hunting deer. The 2 
car garage is insulated and heated with workshop area, 3 LP Tanks, 

open metal building for storing your vehicles or a camper!

Priced to sell – located in small town 
is this 3 bedroom 1 bath home – large 
kitchen with lots of cabinets and eating 
area, Main floor laundry – fenced yard – 
front porch to enjoy summer evenings - 
$59,900

Abigail Vaessen, Broker
815-508-9715

MLS# 11038258  
1314 Monroe St. Mendota 

$193,000 
Very nice ranch home with updates. Excellent 
location. Basement partially finished with second 
bath. 3 bedroom, Spacious kitchen. 2 car 
attached garage, Screened in back porch with 
patio. Garden shed. Call for all the amenities.Call 
for all the amenities.

Nice established neighborhood – 
3 bedroom with updated kitchen 
offering island and nice cabinets 
and appliances will stay – spacious 
living room – formal dining room – 
main floor laundry with washer and 
dryer – 3 car brick garage on alley

PENDING

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS
WE CAN LET YOU 

KNOW THE MARKET 
VALUE OF YOUR 

HOME.  JUST GIVE US 
A CALL AT THE OFFICE 

OUR AGENT’S CELL 
PHONES LISTED AT 

ABOVE.

SOLD
LIST WITH US

THINKING OF 
SELLING?   

GIVE US A CALL! 

425 N. JONES AVE., AMBOY 
CONTINGENT……….........................…..$169,000
206 S. POPLAR ST., SUBLETTE, 
CONTINGENT..................................................$129,900
606 W. MAIN ST., SUBLETTE, SOLD.....$115,000
18 N. BLACKSTONE AVE., AMBOY, SOLD..........
.................................................................$101,000

LOTS
25 W. MILTON ST., AMBOY 5 LOTS….…$28,500
109 W. MAIN ST., SUBLETTE COMMERCIAL  
LOT............................................................$20,000
919 MISSOURI DRIVE, DIXON LOST NATION 
LOT…...................................................…..$19,500
707 MISSISSIPPI DRIVE, DIXON LOST 
NATION.......................................................$4,900
415 ST. FRANCIS DRIVE, DIXON LOST 
NATION…....................................................$4,900

WANTING A 
VACATION 
PROPERTY? 

SEE US ABOUT 
WOODHAVEN 

LAKES 
PROPERTIES!

202 W Seymore St., Sublette $149,900
Captivating 4 bedroom 2.5 bathroom Sublette home! 

On the main level you will find a cozy and well-
lit living room with a fireplace, spacious kitchen/

dining area, 1 bedroom, laundry room/half bath, 1 
full bathroom, and access to the garage as well as 
a bonus sun room off the back. Upstairs features 3 

bedrooms, 1 full bath, and a unique bonus room with 
a fireplace. Equipped with electric heat, no A/C. All 

appliances are staying.

BEAUTIFUL HOME  built in 1995 – 5 
bedroom, 2.5 bath with hardwood 
floors, large kitchen with breakfast room 
overlooking the enormous backyard of 
approx. 1.29 acres. This meticulous home 
has formal living room with fireplace,  
formal dining room, family room with 
fireplace, kitchen with breakfast room,  
main floor master bedroom with another 
fireplace and master bath and whirlpool 
tub Main floor laundry, 12x32 deck with 
wood burning fireplace. Must see to 
appreciate the craftsmanship current  
owner has put in to building this Special 
home!

NEW

LISTING

NEW

LISTING
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