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By SARAH MANSUR
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Some 
Republicans in the General 
Assembly, including House 
Minority Leader Jim Durkin, 
are calling for a crimi-
nal investigation into the 
COVID-19 related deaths at 
the state-run LaSalle Veter-
ans’ Home.

The push for a criminal 
probe comes after a state 
investigative report was 
released April 30 that found 
there were widespread fail-
ures at the LaSalle facility 
and the Illinois Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs that con-
tributed to 36 resident deaths 
there since November.

The report from the state 
Department of Human Ser-
vices’ Office of the Inspector 

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Museum & Historical 
Society and the Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
are sponsoring a photogra-
phy contest, “Capture Our 
Town.” Entries are now be-
ing accepted through July 6.

All area resident amateur 
photographers of all ages are 
encouraged to capture those 
candid photos that show 
what makes our city and area 
unique. The Hume-Carnegie 
Museum and Chamber mem-
bers will display the photos 
over the next three months 
through Sweet Corn Festival 
weekend.

Purchase prizes of $25 in 
each category will be award-
ed. A maximum of seven en-
tries will be allowed for each 
photographer. Any photo 
deemed inappropriate will be 
rejected. The Museum staff 
has the final say. Those en-
tering photos must complete 
an entry agreement.

Categories for your photo 
hunt include:

• Winter wonderland

• In the Good Ol’ Sum-
mertime

• “Iconic” structures easi-
ly recognized, past or present

• On the Tracks, in or 
around the railroad

• Athletes in Action, back-
yard or organized sports

• Down on the Farm
• Miscellaneous, anything 

goes/novelty
Each photo must be la-

beled with the category you 
wish to enter. More than 
one photo may be entered 
in a category. Photos will 
be judged by a professional 
photographer.

The museum and Cham-
ber reserve the right to 
display your photos in their 
buildings or around Mendota 
(i.e., store windows).

Entry forms are available 
at Hume Carnegie Museum, 
901 Washington St., and the 
Mendota Chamber office, 
800 Washington St. Entries 
may be delivered to the mu-
seum or the Chamber office.

For more information, 
call 815-539-3373.

Chris Stamberger, left, of the Mendota Museum & His-
torical Society, and Shelby Weide of the Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce look over some photos from the 
collection at Hume Carnegie Museum. MMHS and the 
Chamber are sponsoring a photography contest, “Cap-
ture Our Town.” (Reporter photo)

“Capture Our Town” photography
contest entries are being accepted

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota City Council approved 
fiscal year 2021-22 budgets 
at its May 3 regular meeting.

Before handling the bud-
gets, the council closed out 
the 2020-21 fiscal year by 
swearing in elected and 
appointed officials. They 
included David Boelk, may-
or; Emily McConville, city 
clerk; Jim Fitzpatrick, First 
Ward alderman; Kyle Kim, 
Third Ward alderman; Vicki 
Johnson, Fourth Ward alder-
man; Heath Davis, treasurer. 
Leo Hochstatter, Second 
Ward alderman, was absent.
BUDGETS APPROVED

Mayor Boelk opened the 
new fiscal year by present-
ing the TIF I, VIII, 2017A 
and 2017B TIF budgets, 
which were approved by the 
council.

Alderman Fitzpatrick 
gave the Water Fund and 
Sewer Fund budgets. The 
Water Fund is projected to 
have revenues of $1,488,000 
and expenses of $1,604,156 
for a deficit of $116,156. The 
Sewer Fund revenue budget 
is expected to be $1,491,000 
with expenses estimated at 
$4,920,115 for a deficit of 
$3,429,115. However, the 
revenue budget will increase 
to $5,454,937 with a payment 
from Del Monte and then will 
have a surplus of $534,822.

Alderman John Holland 
presented the General Fund 
budget. Revenue is antici-
pated to be $6,575,815 and 
expenses are proposed to be 
$6,673,465 for a deficit of 
$97,650.

In other items from Hol-
land’s report, the council 
approved an amendment to 
the annual wage ordinance 
to include the addition of 
extra and part-time police 
department employees.

City attorney Mike Guilfoyle, right, administers the oath of office to Mendota city 
officials, left to right, Kyle Kim, alderman; Heath Davis, treasurer; Vicki Johnson, 
alderman; Jim Fitzpatrick, alderman; David Boelk, mayor; and Emily McConville, 
city clerk. (Reporter photo)

City Council approves FY22 budgets
q Mendota receives payment of $3.9 million to take over Del Monte property

Per the recommendation 
of the Mendota Historic 
Restoration & Preservation 
Commission, the council 
approved a certificate of 
appropriateness and a $7,000 
façade grant for the owners 
of the building at 701 Wash-
ington St.

Holland gave summaries 
for the Mendota Police Pen-
sion Fund and Mendota Fire 
Pension Fund, saying the 
police fund has assets of $7 
million and the fire fund has 
assets of $3.3 million, using 
numbers from last year.

Alderman Kyle Kim 
presented figures for the 
Mendota Civic Center Fund 
budget. He listed revenue 
at $258,990 and expenses 
at $208,050 for a positive 
balance of $50,940.

DEL MONTE 
PROPERTY

City attorney Mike Guil-
foyle said the city and Del 
Monte have closed on the 
deal for the city to take over 
approximately 77 acres of 
Del Monte property, which 
includes ponds. Del Monte 
paid the city $3.95 million 
for the deal.

Mayor Boelk said Del 
Monte was taking bids from 
five companies to clean 
up the ponds and the city 
decided it would get in on 
the bidding process. “Del 
Monte left the city, and left 
in a bad way,” said Boelk. 
“We thought we would throw 
our hat in for the bidding.”

The city will now be 
responsible for the cost of 
cleaning up the ponds. Boelk 

emphasized that the pond 
clean-up is a non-EPA issue, 
but there is an overflow of 
sludge into the Little Vermil-
ion River. There are no con-
taminants, he said. He added 
that the sludge can be utilized 
by the city in various ways.

Boelk said the ponds will 
be leveled off once they are 
empty and then the city will 
decide what to do with the 
land. He mentioned it could 
be used as farm land, and 
noted that it will be great 
frontage property for U.S. 
34. “This is a good deal for 
the citizens of Mendota,” he 
said. “I think you’ll see that 
in the next couple of years.”

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, May 17 at 
5:30 p.m.

“This is a good deal for the citizens of Mendota. I 
think you’ll see that in the next couple of years.”

–Mayor David Boelk, on Del Monte acquisition

Stuck truck
A truck pulling a trailer carrying an end loader gets stuck at the Fourth Avenue 
viaduct on April 28. The truck made it through, but the height of the end loader 
sitting on the trailer was too much to clear the viaduct, which has a limit of 9 
feet. On the other side of the viaduct, workers from Ramer Towing attempted to 
resolve the sticky situation. The viaduct was closed to traffic for several hours. 
(Reporter photo)

Report into LaSalle home deaths 
raises questions about criminal probe

General found the facility 
failed to prepare for an 
outbreak, lacked infection 
prevention plans or policies, 
and had major issues with 
communication, staff train-
ing and education. It also 
found that senior officials at 
the IDVA and LaSalle facility 
were not taking control or ac-
tively managing the outbreak 
as it became a crisis.

Durkin, a former Cook 
County prosecutor, said 
a criminal investigation 
into the deaths should be 
initiated because there is a 
criminal statute specifically 
addressing abuse or neglect 
of a long-term care facility 
resident.

“I wouldn’t say we’re at 
the level of probable cause, 
but it certainly does war-
rant further investigation 
on whether or not criminal 
negligence did take place 
because not only were (vet-
erans) injured and became ill, 
but we did have deaths at that 
facility,” Durkin, of Western 
Springs, said during a news 
conference.
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Local student recognized for 
academic excellence at WIU 

MACOMB/MOLINE 
- Natalie Landgraf, a 
graduate of Mendota 
High School, is among 
six students graduating 
this spring from West-
ern Illinois University 
who received the highest 
recognition from their 
colleges for overall aca-
demic excellence by being 
named a College Scholar. 

Faculty in each of the 
University’s four aca-
demic colleges, Global 
Education and Outreach, 
and the Centennial Hon-
ors College each select 
a graduating senior as 
the college’s outstanding 
student. Students gradu-

ating as College Scholars 
have satisfied the criteria 
of excellence established 
by their individual aca-
demic college’s faculty 
members. A Departmental 
Scholar is an outstanding 
degree candidate in an 
academic major as de-
termined by the faculty 
in the major department. 
An Honors Scholar is a 
student in the Centennial 
Honors College who has 
completed a set of honors 
requirements and has 
achieved a grade point 
average of at least 3.4 on 
a 4.0 scale.

LOCAL AND AREA

815-673-7216
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR
YOUR HOME

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a  $50 Visa gift card. Retail value is $50. 

Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a  life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend 
and  complete presentation together. Participants must have a  photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into 
a  contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or  affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 
family members, previous participants in a  Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may  substitute a  gift of equal or greater 
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored by Visa and is subject 
to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 05/31/2021. **New orders only. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one 
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  The 
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, 
and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Discount may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute an item of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Discount will be received after completion of the installation and 
payment in full. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change without notice prior to 
reservation. Expires 05/31/2021. 

WITH IN-HOOOME
ESTIMATE!†††

CALL DUUURRRING THIS
PROGRAAARAMMM&RECEIVE A
FREE $5550 VISA
GIFT CAAARRRD

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

16

**HOME IMPROVEMENTDAYS!
We’ll give you $500 for your old

gutters!We’ll even take themdown
&haul themawaywith purchase of
a complete LeafGuard system!

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will cleannn yyyour gutteeerrrs for free

www.eurekasavings.com

MORTGAGE LOANS SINCE 1885

ANNA ARTEAGA
NMLS #461075

Se habla español

Our knowledgable staff will work with you!

BEST 
PLACE 

TO 
BORROW
Fixed & Variable Rates, 

Local Servicing

BEST 
PLACE 

TO 
 SAVE!

Community Oriented 
for over 135 Years.

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

See WIU, Page A4

Retiring Road Commissioner
Duane Kaiser has retired as Road Commissioner after 28 
years of outstanding service to the citizens of Mendota 
Township. He completed the term of Arnold Kaiser after 
his death. Arnold had been elected after Wilbert, Duane’s 
father, retired after 22 years of service. Duane will be 
greatly missed. (Photo contributed)

Pizza Lunch
Blackstone School recently held their Principal Award pizza lunch for the month of April. Students were honored by having a pizza lunch with their principal, Stacy Kelly. Above 
left, kindergarten students honored for March were, front row left to right, Scarlett Burrell, Za’Riyah Rucker, Kay Barrett-Galloway, and Ariana Arteaga; back row, Madi 
Hayward, Shayne Full, Francisco Medina, and Logan Jones. Above right, first grade students honored were, front row left to right, Austin Wire, Olivia Whitmore, Emiliano 
Perez, and Addy Gaspar; back row, Aubrey Gambrel, Landon Kent, Miles Gilkerson and Josiah Enoch. (Photos contributed)

BLACKSTONE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AWARD - MARCH

MHS B-PAC to host presentations
MENDOTA - The Mendota High School Bilingual Parent 

Advisory Committee (MHS B-PAC) and MHS Parent Series 
in Spanish will present “Strategies for Successful Parents” 
with psychologist Dr. Ferney Ramirez at 6 p.m. on Friday, 
May 14 and again at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 26. 

The programs will take place at the Mendota High School 
Media Center. Children are welcome to attend.

Earlville Cruise Night returns
EARLVILLE – The 18th 

annual Earlville Cruise Night 
will be held on Saturday, May 
15 at 5:30 p.m. in downtown 
Earlville.

The event is open to all 
special interest cars, trucks 
and motorcycles. There will 
be dash plaques and goody 
bags for the first 200 vehi-
cles. Twenty-five vehicles 
will be randomly selected 
for a free professional pho-
tograph.

Also, there will be free 

NSRA safety inspections. 
There is a $5 registration fee 
with the money going toward 
a scholarship fund.

Other features include a 
DJ, food, playground for the 
kids, 50/50 raffle, participant 
door prizes, event T-shirts 
and hats for sale, horse and 
carriage rides, and Buttons 
the Clown.

For more information, 
contact Kevin Zollars at 
(815) 246-9545 or Ken Zink 
at (815) 739-9431.
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On Memorial Day, we remember those who have passed away and 
are especially dear to us. Our time to remember will be published 

Wednesday, May 26th, devoted to those who are gone, but not forgotten.

Jane doe 
May 1, 1950 - April 23, 2012

You were a light in our life that burns 
forever in our hearts.

SAMPLE AD

Write your own or select one of the following verses below to accompany your tribute.

We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of His hand
Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together. My prayers will be with 

you until we meet again.
The days may come and go, but the times we shared will always remain.
May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
May God’s grace shine over you for all time.
May the Lord bless you with His grace and warm, loving heart.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

To remember your loved one in this special way send 
$10 per listing. Your special tribute will become a lasting 
memorial record in the May 26th issue of  The Mendota 

Reporter. Deadline is Friday, May 21st at Noon.

Please publish my tribute in the special Memorial Day page on May 26.
Name of Deceased: ___________________________________________________
   Please use Verse # ________       I have included my own Verse (write below)
Date of Birth: _____________________  Date of Passing:  ___________________
Signed by: __________________________________________________________
Your Verse: _________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
The following will not be published.
Your Name: _________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone: ______________________________________________________

Mail to: The Mendota Reporter, 703 Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342

04272020

Carl’s Quiz
The Frisbee, which debuted in 1957, was 

originally marketed under a different 
name. Was it first called Pluto Platter, 

Spin-O, Twisty Toss, Flipfly or 
Dippy Disc?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: The term “bumper 
crop” came about because a cup of wine filled to the 

brim used to be called a bumper. 
(Source: Old Farmers Almanac)

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

NORTHBROOK STUDENTS OF THE MONTH - MARCH

Open house 
for Graham 
family May 16

LA MOILLE – Pastor 
Jerry (Marla) Graham and 
family will be leaving First 
Baptist Church of LaMoille 
after 16 years, to follow what 
God has next for them.

There will be an Open 
House for them on Sunday, 
May 16 from 2-4 p.m. at 
the LaMoille Park. Please 
come and celebrate with the 
Graham family.

5th Grade 
Northbrook School’s fifth grade Students of the Month for March, front 
row left to right, are Lena Cardona, Gracie Smith and Isaac Murillo; 
back row, Ethan Escatel and Diego Suarez. Not pictured is Tori Stevens. 

6th Grade 
Northbrook School’s sixth grade Students of the Month for March, 
front row left to right, are Karla Ascensio and Caleb Ganther; back 
row, Karen Flores and Angel Negron. 

7th Grade 
Northbrook School’s seventh grade Students of the Month for March, 
front row left to right, are Airam Cuevas and Harlan Gallagher; back 
row, Ramiro Palacios and Sydney Tolley. 

8th Grade 
Northbrook School’s eighth grade Students of the Month for March, 
front row left to right, are Alivia Avila, Nicholas Reyes and Kaley Siemer; 
back row, Nathaniel DeWaele and Kennedy Knaff.

School board members sought in LaMoille
LA MOILLE - LaMoille C.U.S.D. #303 

has announced two vacancies on the Board 
of Education following the April 6 election. 
The Board of Education is accepting letters 
of interest as to why the individual would 
like to be on the Board of Education. 

The letters should be directed to Brent 

Ziegler, Superintendent by Thursday, May 
13. Applicants must be 18 years of age and 
have resided in the district for at least one 
year. The appointed candidates will be 
installed at the May 20 board of education 
meeting and fill the positions until the next 
school board election in 2023.

(Photos contributed. Please note: Photos of the students were taken individually for safety and then grouped together digitally.)

‘The Magical 
Migrating 
Monarch’ at 
LaSalle Public 
Library

LA SALLE - Lisa Sons, 
Master Naturalist and IDNR 
Park Interpreter, will be vir-
tually hosted by the 
LaSalle Pub-
lic Library 
for her pre-
sentation, 
“The Magical 
Migrating Monarch” on 
Tuesday, May 11 at 6 p.m. 

In this informative and 
educational program, Sons 
will take the virtual au-
dience on a journey of 

discovery about 
the Monarch 

butterfly, the 
only North 

American but-
terfly that migrates 

every spring and fall. 
During the presentation, 

she will discuss the life 
cycle, habitat and migration 
of this fascinating creature 
that is also the state insect 
of Illinois.  

The program is free and 
open to the public but does re-
quire registration. Once reg-
istered, a confirmation e-mail 
with connection information 
for joining the program will 
be sent to participants. 

To register online, please 
go to https://bit.ly/3tb6ei6. 

For more information, 
contact the LaSalle Public 
Library at (815) 223-2341 or 
e-mail Rachael Blomquist at 
rblomquist@lasalle.lib.il.us.
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Ernest C. Jacobs, Jr.
BELLEVUE, Iowa - Ernest “Jack” 

C. Jacobs, Jr., 94, of Bellevue, Iowa, 
formerly of Mendota passed away 
April 3, 2021 at Lincolnshire Place 
in Loves Park.  

A private family celebration of life 
will be held at a later date.  

Ernest was born April 4, 1926 
in Decatur to Ernest C. and Gladys 
(Cothern) Jacobs. He married Betty 
Hallett on Sept. 18, 1944.

Survivors include his wife; three children, Scott Jacobs, 
Marlene (Gerald) Virgil and Jackalyn (Thomas) Switzer; four 
grandchildren, Michelle (Douglas) Allen, Melynda (Dennis) 
Maurer, Quinn (Kelli) Virgil and Lance (Lauren) Jacobs; six 
great-grandchildren, Jackson, Kinley, Ella, Hannah, Noah and 
Abbi; and one sister, Emma Sue (Gary) Ricketts of Arizona.  

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Ernest was a veteran of the U.S. Navy serving in World 

War II on the USS McDermut. He and his beloved wife, Betty 
enjoyed a wonderful 76 years of marriage and he remained 
by her side as she suffered from dementia in her later years, 
driving himself daily to see her at her care facility throughout 
the last two years of his life. Though COVID interrupted 
these visits for a time, he ended up in the same care facility 
after taking a fall and was reunited with Betty and by her 
side during his final days. He worked as an automotive su-
pervisor for Del Monte for 30 years before retirement. He 
was a Freemason for over 70 years. Throughout his many 
years, he enjoyed fishing, hunting with his favorite dog 
“Pete,” gardening and tinkering in his garage. He cherished 
time with his children and family throughout his life and was 
known to join family softball games with his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren well into his 70s. Ernest had a kind 
soul - always willing to lend a hand to friends, family and 
even strangers in need. Humble and not one to recognize 
the vast amount of wisdom he acquired over his lifetime, 
he taught his family more than he will ever know . . . how 
to live life with integrity, love with your whole heart, stay 
strong through adversity, and catch the best walleye. Later 
in life, when family members would tell Ernest they loved 
him, he coined the term “I love you back.”

In lieu of memorial contributions, the family requests 
honoring Ernest by spending time with those you love, caring 
for others, being a decent human, and thinking of him should 
you come upon the world’s greatest fishing hole. 

To share a memory or condolence, visit olsonfh.com.

Joan R. Dennison
MENDOTA - Joan R. Dennison, 

88, of Mendota left this world on 
April 29, 2021.

Funeral service was held at 10:30 
a.m. on May 5 at the Wasmer Fu-
neral Home, Mendota. Burial was 
at Restland Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 5-7 p.m. on May 4 at the 
funeral Home. COVID restrictions 
were in place. 

Joan was born Nov. 16, 1932 in 
Mendota, the only child of Walter and Viola Schmidt. She 
married Chester Dennison. He preceded her in death.

Survivors include one son, Charles Green of Mendota; 
three daughters, Karen (Mark) Maurer of LaPorte, Ind., Linda 
Isles of Courtland, Minn. and Angela (Ron) Robinson of 
Ottawa; 11 grandchildren; 23 great-grandchildren; and six 
great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; 
one daughter, Neva Lopez; and two granddaughters, Keiki 
Green and Jessica Robinson.

Joan was a caring wife, mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother and great-great-grandmother. She raised five children 
with patience, discipline, and humility. She constantly gave 
of herself and of her time whether it be to her loved ones 
or in her community. This included singing with the Holy 
Cross choir, as a long-standing member of the Troy Grove 
Grange, as a member of the Humane Society, dedicating her 
time to the Camp Fire organization in the 1970s and 1980s, 
and organizing and supporting the annual Tri-County Fair 
farmers’ exhibitions. If you knew Joan, you loved her heart, 
her spirit and her recognizable laugh. Above all else, she 
was always thinking of others. Her grandchildren especially 
felt her love, as she was always opening her heart and her 
home anytime they needed her. Joan loved her flowers and 
gardening, sitting in her recliner doing her word searches, 
playing cards while listening to WGLC, and relaxing with 
her beloved cat, Callie. She will be dearly missed by her 
loved ones.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests those who wish 
to express sympathy to consider making a donation to their 
charity of choice in Joan’s name.

Marian M. Ayers 
LA MOILLE - Marian Margaret 

Ayers, 93, of LaMoille passed away 
April 27, 2021 at Avantara Nursing 
Home in Elgin. 

Funeral services were held at 
noon on April 30 at the Turner-Eigh-
ner Funeral Home in Somonauk with 
Pastor Patricia Geiseman officiating. 
Burial was at at Elmwood Cemetery 
in Yorkville. Visitation was from 
10 a.m. until noon on April 30 at 
the funeral home.

Marian was born June 1, 1927 in LaMoille to Albert and 
Caroline (Lamps) Bauer. She married F. Loren Ayers on Nov. 
5, 1947 in LaMoille. He preceded her in death.

Survivors include one daughter-in-law, Cheryl (Kurt) Geier 
of Huntley; five grandchildren, Todd (Susan) Ayers of Bel-
leville, Timothy (Marcy) Ayers of Sandwich, Tamie (Ricardo) 
Garza of Bartlett, Tricia (Dr. Michael) Zenni of Evansville, 
Ind. and Trent (Elizabeth) Ayers of North Aurora; several 
great-grandchildren; and several great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband; one son, Dennis 
Ayers; and one sister, Lois (Donald) Slutz.

Marian was a member of Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of LaMoille.

In lieu of flowers, memorials maybe directed to the LaM-
oille Ambulance Fund. For more information or to sign the 
online guest book go to www.EighnerFuneralHomes.com.

Richard A. Budach
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. - Rich-

ard A. Budach, 85, of Indianapolis 
passed away April 9, 2021 in Indi-
anapolis. 

A memorial gathering was held 
at 11 a.m. on April 20 at Flanner 
Buchanan in Carmel, Ind. Burial was 
at Covington Memorial Gardens in 
Fort Wayne, Ind.

Richard was born Jan. 12, 1936 
in Earlville to Wilhelm “William” 
O. and Florence (Engle) Budach.

Survivors include his wife, Carolyn Budach; four stepchil-
dren, Sandy (Dan) Piper, Karla Anderson, Karen (Gregory) 
Smith and Richard (Kim) Curry Jr.; seven grandchildren, 
Amber Hicks, Robyn (Andrew) Kushner, Adam Piper, An-
drea (Christian) Mason, Richard (Felicia) Curry III, Desire’ 
Anderson and Eddie McCullom; 11 great-grandchildren; 
three sisters, Joann Brown, Barbara McCann and Bernice 
Klein; and one brother, Elmer Budach. 

He was preceded in death by his previous wife, Janice 
Budach; a brother, William Budach; and a sister, Doris Budach.

Richard was a 1953 graduate of Mendota High School. 
He proudly and honorably served in the U.S. Navy from 
1953 until 1965. He retired in 1993 as an accountant with 
the Department of Defense. He was a member of the Sam 
Houston State University Alumni Association, Disabled 
American Veterans, the American Legion in Noblesville, 
and the Association of Government Accountants.
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Approximately 10 per-
cent of graduating seniors 
achieve academic distinc-
tion, which is designated as 
Summa Cum Laude, highest 
academic distinction, with 
a minimum grade point 
average of 3.90; Magna 
Cum Laude, high academic 
distinction, with a GPA of 
3.75-3.89; and Cum Laude, 
academic distinction, with 
a GPA between 3.60-3.74.

Named as the College 
of Business and Technolo-
gy Scholar, Landgraf will 
graduate with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Supply Chain 
Management and a minor 
in Spanish, with highest 
academic distinction, summa 
cum laude. She is also the 
Supply Chain Management 
Departmental Scholar. At 
WIU, she served as president, 
vice president and secretary 
of the Supply Chain Manage-

ment Student Association, 
was a member of Women 
in Business, was student 
representative of the Grade 
Appeal Committee and was a 
language and cultural mentor 
for Western’s English as a 
Second Language program. 
She has also served as a team 
captain and assistant logistics 
coordinator for Relay for Life 
of the Upper Illinois Valley. 

After graduation, Land-
graf will complete her third 
Supply Chain Management 
internship and in December 
will complete her Master 
of Business Administration 
(MBA) degree with an 
emphasis in Supply Chain 
Management. She hopes to 
find a full-time position at 
a company that prioritizes 
efficiency, protection of 
the environment and the 
advancement of margin-
alized groups. Landgraf is 
the daughter of Mitch and 
Tammy Landgraf.

MHS board elects officers
MENDOTA - The Men-

dota High School District 
280 Board of Education held 
a reorganization meeting on 
April 19 to swear in newly 
elected board members and 
to elect board officers. Board 

officers will include Presi-
dent - Jim Lauer, Vice-Pres-
ident - Jim Strouss and 
Secretary - Jim Sundberg. 

The board hopes to fill 
one remaining open board 
seat in May. 

IV Beekeepers to hold May 
meeting at LaSalle KCs

LA SALLE - The Illinois 
Valley Beekeepers Asso-
ciation will hold their next 
meeting on Friday, May 14 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the La-
Salle Knights of Columbus, 
209 Gooding St., LaSalle. 
Masks will be required and 
social distancing restrictions 

followed. Please note the 
different location of the 
meeting. 

Anyone who is interested 
in beekeeping and would 
like to learn more, please 
attend this IVBA meeting. 
Meetings are free and open 
to the public. 

Online ‘Fundamentals of Collections Care’ course offered this summer
BELOIT - The Center for Collections 

Care at Beloit College will offer Funda-
mentals of Collections Care this summer 
from July 13-Aug. 3. The course has 
met the minimum enrollment, so it is 
confirmed to run.

This four-week course combines live 
social engagements and discussions 

with hands-on activities. Participants 
will receive four kits related to topics 
discussed each week. This beginner 
level collections care for emerging 
museum, library and archive practi-
tioners or as a refresher. The full course 
description and registration information 
are available online at beloit.edu.

Five $500 scholarships are avail-
able and cover the full course fee. For 
eligibility, see Scholarships, under 
Registration and Funding. The course 
is limited to 20 participants. In-person 
classes will resume in summer 2022.

Questions may be directed to Ni-
colette Meister meistern@beloit.edu. 
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The criminal statute per-
taining to the abuse or neglect 
of a long-term care facility 
resident states, in part, that 
a person commits criminal 
neglect of a long-term care 
facility resident when he or 
she recklessly “performs acts 
that cause a resident’s life to 
be endangered, health to be 
injured…or that create the 
substantial likelihood that 
an elderly person’s or person 
with a disability’s life will be 
endangered, (or) health will 
be injured….”

Rep. Deanne Mazzochi, 
an Elmhurst Republican who 
practices civil law, said the 
report contains examples that 
should be further investigat-
ed to ensure that the criminal 
statute was not broken during 
the outbreak at LaSalle.

“It is reasonable to know 
that putting a COVID-pos-
itive patient in a COVID 
negative patient’s room is 
going to endanger or threaten 
their health or their life,” 
Mazzochi said.

She was referring to 
an incident in the report 
where staff described a 
COVID-19-positive veteran 
and a COVID-19-negative 
veteran being placed in the 
same room. The veteran who 
tested negative was then 
moved to a non-infected 
wing of the facility, despite 
their exposure to a positive 
veteran.

Both Durkin and Mazzo-
chi said the Illinois Attorney 
General could conduct a 
criminal investigation into 
the deaths at LaSalle.

“We do have a precedent 
that was set in Adams County 
on behalf of the state Attor-
ney General who opened up 
the grand jury to determine 
whether or not there was any 
criminality with the actions at 
the Quincy Veterans’ Home,” 
Durkin said.

In 2018, then-Attorney 
General Lisa Madigan, a 
Democrat, launched a criminal 
investigation into how the 
administration of then-Gov. 
Bruce Rauner, a Republican, 
responded to the deadly out-
break of Legionnaires’ disease 
at Quincy between 2015 and 
2018 that killed 13 veterans.

That investigation con-
cluded in 2020, under current 
Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul, also a Democrat, who 
found there was not a basis 
to bring charges.

“You have to follow the 
evidence and match it up 
to the law, and it’s a very 
dangerous thing to have the 
presumption at the initiation 
of an investigation that there 
has to be a charge,” Raoul 
said to WBEZ earlier this 
year in an interview about 
ending the criminal inves-
tigation into the deaths at 
Quincy. “Sometimes, the 
evidence is just not going to 
lead you there. That doesn’t 
mean it wasn’t worthwhile 
to investigate it in the first 
place.”

Sen. Sue Rezin, a Morris 
Republican whose district 
includes the LaSalle home, 
said she also urges Raoul 
to review the report and 
the details surrounding the 
outbreak to determine if a 
criminal investigation is 
warranted. 

“Out of respect for the 
LaSalle Home veterans and 
their loved ones, I hope he 
thoroughly investigates any 
possible wrongdoing just as 
he did during the Quincy Vet-
erans’ Home Legionnaires’ 
outbreak,” Rezin said in a 
statement to CNI.

A spokesperson for the 
Raoul’s office did not imme-
diately respond to a request 
for comment.

Meanwhile, U.S. Sens. 
Dick Durbin and Tammy 
Duckworth penned a letter to 
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs Secretary Denis Mc-
Donough asking the depart-
ment to provide resources 
and assistance to the state-run 
veterans homes in Illinois.

Their letter also notes 
that the USDVA provided 
technical assistance to the 
Quincy Veterans’ Home after 
the Legionnaires’ disease 
outbreak there.

Durbin and Duckworth, 
both Democrats, were sup-
portive of Madigan’s de-
cision in 2018 to open a 
criminal investigation into 
the Quincy deaths.

A spokesperson for the 
senators did not respond to 
a question Monday about 
whether they would support 
a similar investigation into 
the LaSalle deaths.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

By TIM KIRSININKAS
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. JB Pritzker 
said May 3 the state could enter the 
“bridge” phase to greater reopening 
as soon as next week, while the state’s 
vaccination rate continues to drop. 

Speaking at a news conference 
at Providence Hospital in Chicago, 
Pritzker said Illinois is nearing the nec-
essary metrics to reach the next phase 
of reopening as case numbers stabilize. 

“It looks to me, if you look at all the 
hospital admissions data, like we’re in 
decent shape and moving exactly as I 
would hope we would toward the bridge 
phase,” Pritzker said. 

According to the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, new COVID-19 
hospital admissions, total COVID-19 
patients in the hospital, and death rates 
all must be stable or decreasing before 
the state can move to the next phase 
with more relaxed capacity restrictions 
and allowing some large-scale events to 
resume with safety measures in place. 

Pritzker said hospitalization growth 
is the key metric the state monitors, 
which would allow the state to move 
forward to the bridge phase. 

As of Monday, the IDPH website 
showed an increasing trend for the 
overall number of hospitalizations for 
COVID-19 with 1,963 people hospi-
talized as of Sunday, although new 
admissions for COVID-19-like illnesses 
were reported as stable, averaging 205 
new daily admissions as of Friday. That 
was down from 240 on April 16. 

Of the 1,963 individuals in Illinois 
who were hospitalized with COVID-19 
as of Sunday night, 479 patients were in 
intensive care unit beds and 249 were 
on ventilators.

The state has reached all other 
benchmarks to trigger a larger-scale 
reopening, including at least 70 per-
cent of the state’s population aged 65 
and older receiving at least one dose 
of a vaccine, and at least half of all 
residents aged 16 and older receiving 
at least one dose. 

The state had administered a total of 
9.4 million COVID-19 vaccine doses as 
of Monday, with 4.1 million residents, 
or 32 percent of the state’s population, 
fully vaccinated. 

A total of 16,920 doses were admin-
istered statewide Sunday, bringing the 
seven-day rolling average for vaccines 

administered to 78,440, down from a 
peak seven-day average of 132,979 
recorded April 12. 

Pritzker credited Illinois residents 
for continuing to follow public health 
guidelines as a major reason for the 
state’s low positivity rate. 

“Nobody’s forcing anybody to do 
it, but this is about doing what’s best 
for your own family, for yourself and 
for your community, and I think most 
people in Illinois have stepped up to 
the plate. I’m so, so proud of our state,” 
Pritzker said. 

Pritzker also added that preparations 
for some large-scale events such as the 
Illinois State Fair are underway, signal-
ing the potential for a wider reopening 
and larger-scale events to come in the 
future. 

“We’ve obviously been doing all 
the planning that’s necessary for it, 
you know, barring some highly unusual 
event occurring that would prevent a 
large gathering,” Pritzker said. 

“(IDPH) is working with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to make sure that 
people will be safe, so I think we’re 
gonna have a lot of fun this summer,” 
he added.

Gov. Pritzker says state ‘in decent shape’ to 
further reopening as vaccination pace slows

By TIM KIRSININKAS
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The 
U.S. Census Bureau an-
nounced Illinois will lose a 
seat in Congress based on the 
results of the 2020 census.

Illinois will move from 18 
to 17 seats in the U.S. House, 
an expected result after some 
advocates had warned that an 
undercount could lead to the 
loss of two seats. The state 
has lost at least one congres-
sional representative in eight 
of the last nine decades after 
peaking at 27 seats in 1910 
and remaining there until the 
1940 census.

Six other states will also 
lose a seat, including Cali-
fornia, Michigan, Ohio, West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania and 
New York.

Illinois, Mississippi and 
West Virginia are the only 
three states to lose popula-
tion over the past decade, 
Census Bureau officials said 
Monday. It’s the first time 
the Census Bureau logged 
a decade-over-decade pop-
ulation loss in the state.

According to data re-
leased Monday, the state has 
a total population of just over 
12.8 million people, a drop of 
0.1 percent when compared 
to 2010.

While the population loss 

Illinois to lose congressional seat based on 2020 census
was not as pronounced as 
some had originally antici-
pated, Gov. JB Pritzker said 
in an unrelated news confer-
ence that he was “concerned” 
about outmigration in the 
state, which he said has been 
taking place “for more than 
a decade.” 

“We’ve got to turn that 
around,” Pritzker said. “That’s 
something that unfortunately 
before I became governor was 
a bit set in clay, if not stone. 
And now, we’re working very 
hard to make sure we’re going 
the right direction.” 

Pritzker attributed the 
population loss primarily to 
college students who choose 
not to attend school in the state. 

Under the state constitu-
tion, members of the General 
Assembly are tasked with 
drawing new legislative 
boundaries following the 
decennial census. The new 
legislative boundaries are 
then sent to the governor for 
approval or veto. 

Census Bureau officials 
said that specific data used 
for redistricting would be 
provided by Sept. 30. The de-
lay in official numbers could 
cause complications for 
Illinois’ redistricting process, 
which is currently underway. 

Some Democratic state 
lawmakers have proposed 

using data from the Amer-
ican Community Survey in 
place of census data to create 
legislative and congressional 
district maps by the end 
of June as required by the 
constitution.

Rep. Tim Butler, a Spring-
field Republican who is the 
minority spokesperson on the 
House Redistricting Com-
mittee, said that ACS data 
provides “a small snapshot” 
of population data when 
compared to the census, and 
could risk leaving popula-
tions out of consideration.

“We’ve heard witness 
after witness testify at our re-
districting hearings that ACS 
data does not fully represent 
minority communities, that it 
does not fully represent rural 
communities,” Butler said.

“As we’ve said all along 
throughout these hearings, 
ACS data is not what you 
need to use to draw the maps 
because it’s not going to give 
you the granular data and the 
correct data,” he added.

Republicans have repeat-
edly called for an indepen-
dent, nonpartisan commis-
sion to draw new legislative 

boundaries without taking 
partisan politics into con-
sideration, a proposal which 
has not been entertained 
by members of the state’s 
Democratic supermajorities 
in either chamber. 

“The maps need to be 
drawn, in my mind, with-
out the political data put in 
them,” Butler said. “The 
most important data for the 
majority is going to be the 
political data and people’s 
home addresses that they 
include in there, and they’re 
going to draw the maps how 
they see fit probably.”

Sen. Omar Aquino, D-Chi-
cago, who chairs the Senate 
Redistricting Committee, and 
Sen. Elgie Sims, D-Chicago, 
who is the committee’s vice 
chair, released a joint state-
ment following the news.

“We are reviewing the 
information released today 
by the U.S. Census Bureau 
and remain committed to 
working with our partners 
in Washington to ensure Illi-
nois continues to receive the 
federal resources and support 
our communities need,” the 
statement reads.

Home
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OGLESBY – Despite 
strong local support for its 
quest to create the Cen-
tral Illinois Manufacturing 
Academy with three other 
community colleges, Illinois 
Valley Community college’s 
proposal was not selected by 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO). 

Gov. JB Pritzker an-
nounced Heartland Commu-
nity College and Southwest-
ern Illinois College (SWIC) 
will be awarded $7.5 million 
each in DCEO funding to 
establish manufacturing 
academies.

“Although we are dis-
appointed, the collegial 
process of pulling everyone 
and everything together was 
very worthwhile. I have no 
doubt parts of our plan will 
move forward one way or 
another,” IVCC President 
Jerry Corcoran said.

“I am proud of our board’s 
support of our consortium’s 
plan and happy to extend a 
tip of the hat from all of us to 
our friends at Heartland and 
SWIC on a job well done,” 
Corcoran added.  

IVCC’s plan generated 
support letters from 17 
district manufacturers, nine 
mayors, five chambers of 
commerce, five commu-
nity-based organizations, 
an economic development 
director, two legislators and 
15 superintendents.

IVCC is not
selected for
manufacturing
academy site
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By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – Imagine a state government with 

the worst credit rating in the nation, borrowing money 
to pay off the personal debts of individuals with six-digit 
incomes buying homes that cost as much as $500,000.

Make much sense? Nope. But that’s exactly what 
the state of Illinois is doing. 

Two years ago, Illinois lawmakers passed the $45 
billion Rebuild Illinois Capital Plan. It was a bipartisan 
proposal negotiated behind closed doors and designed 
to pay for repairing highways, building bridges and 
erecting public buildings. But the plan also set aside 
$25 million to forgive student loan debt.

The SmartBuy program pays off as much as $40,000 
in student loans if the debtor buys a home in Illinois and 
holds it for three years. Another $5,000 is available as 
a no-interest loan for a down payment or closing costs.

Student loan forgiveness sounds magnanimous until 
you figure out it really means folks who either didn’t go 
to college or who have already paid for college will end 
up footing the bill for someone else’s college education.

“The last I checked, two-thirds of Americans don’t 
have bachelor’s degrees. It’s not fair to expect them to 
pay for the college educations of those who are better 
educated and often better off than they are,” said Lind-
sey Burke, director of education policy at the Heritage 
Foundation.

In case you are thinking Illinois’ program targets 
hard-luck cases struggling to survive under crushing 
debt, think again.

Folks earning $109,200 a year can qualify for loan 
forgiveness. 

That is 65 percent higher than the median household 
income in Illinois of just under $66,000. 

The program is expected to pay off the debts of 
about 1,000 people. But former State Rep. Jeanne Ives 
notes that about 2 million Illinoisans have outstanding 
student loans. 

This means that the other 1.99 million Illinois tax-
payers with student loan debt are not only paying for 
their own college education – but someone else’s.

It’s not fair to them or the students who worked 
through college, earned scholarships, went into the 
military, chose less expensive schools or whose parents 
sacrificed to send them. 

I reached out to Kristen Faust, executive director 
of the Illinois Housing Development Authority which 
administers the SmartBuy program. But neither she nor 
her staff immediately responded. 

Let me acknowledge that a ridiculous amount of debt 
is being taken on to pay for college.

But who are the bad guys in this mix? Well, college 
administrators.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics says on average 
the price of college tuition has increased 31 percent 
during the last decade. 

But that is not the case at all schools. 
For example, Purdue University hasn’t raised its 

tuition for 10 years. Not only has tuition remained flat, 
but room and board rates have dropped during that 
period from second highest in the Big Ten to the most 
affordable. 

But most college presidents haven’t followed the 
Boilermakers’ lead.

After all, students are able to borrow and pay what-
ever schools charge. So, colleges maximize revenues by 
driving those they are supposed to serve deeper into debt. 

And colleges use much of that money to create more 
administrative positions. Since 2001, administrative 
positions on college campuses have grown at a rate 50 
percent faster than teaching posts, Burke said

“It’s also important to remember that colleges are 
competing with each other to recruit students. They feel 
the need to add more frills and amenities like climbing 
walls, lazy rivers and nicer buildings. And this too drives 
up costs,” Neal McCluskey, an education policy analyst 
at the Cato Institute, added. 

Our current student loan system is like giving 18-year-
olds credit cards and telling them to charge whatever 
they like and worry about how to pay for it later.

And until this blank check mindset is addressed, our 
young people will be going deeper and deeper into debt.

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist. 
He works as a freelance reporter in the Springfield 
area. Scottreeder1965@gmail.com)

Blank check mindset

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from May 1, 1996.)
By Jessica Nashold

Although no one was reported in-
jured by the big wind five years ago, it 
was memorable for a number of reasons. 
The date was April 29, 1991.

A tornado warning was issued by the 
National Weather Service at 7:30 p.m. 
But the LaSalle County Emergency 
Service & Disaster Agency received 
no advance warning from the National 
Weather Service, according to Emerson 
Tidd, coordinator.

By the time we blew the siren it 
was already gone and out of here.
The siren created a major problem 

as phone lines to the police station 
were quickly tied up by people seeking 
information. Police Chief Haun said the 
police were not even able to get a line 
to notify the hospital. When the wind 
knocked out electrical service, callers 
began using the city’s 911 emergency 
number. Said Haun – 

They were tying up lines for 
people who could have had a 
real emergency.
Some Mendotans remained without 

power for three or four hours.
The apparent tornado was first seen 

in the neighborhood of the fairgrounds 
and traveled in a northeasterly direction. 
In addition to taking out power for about 
1,500 Mendota residents, it destroyed a 
farm machinery storage building at the 
Bill Otterbach farm and a garage at the 
Arjes farm east of Paw Paw.

While passing near Earlville, it was 
observed by Wayne and Jeanie Van Horn 
and caught on camera by 13-year-old 
Charles Van Horn. The picture was 
published in the May 1 issue of The 
Reporter.

In Earlville, a piano recital was in 
progress at the Lutheran church. Twice 
it was interrupted while the audience 
retreated to the basement, and the recital 
was concluded by candle light.

The big wind was followed by a 
heavy rain.

***
Matt Walter, a serviceman recently 

returned from Operation Desert Storm, 

visited Mrs. Gervase’s fifth grade class 
at Northbrook. The students in that 
class had written him four times, en-
closing pictures and poems with their 
letters. Walter told them he had shared 
their letters with others in his unit and 
they had adopted one of the poems as 
a motto. He brought photographs and 
other souvenirs to show the class and 
answered their many questions.

All agreed they were scared for 
him and glad to see him back 
home safely.
Many requested an autograph.
Walter was scheduled to report May 

10, 1991 at Fort Hood.
***

John McCall, president of Knox 
College in Galesburg, spoke at a dinner 
meeting at the Civic Center attended by 
friends of the late Watson Bartlett, who 
shared stories of his life.

President McCall said Bartlett had 
made a significant bequest to Knox 
College. The trustees had subsequently 
determined to establish a professorship 
in his name.

It will provide instruction and 
support for faculty and student 
research in plant biology, ecology 
and conservation.
Two scholarships were also named 

in memory of Bartlett.
It was noted that although he attended 

Knox College for only one year, he had 
“spent the rest of his life teaching him-
self.” His collection of 850 wildflower 
slides and other memorabilia are now 
in Knox College archives, and President 
McCall said Mendota residents were 
invited to view them.

***
The Christian Food Pantry was re-

located to 918 N. Main St. Sister Mary 
Adele, who organized the project in 
1987, was being transferred and Be-
atrice Arteaga took charge. The project 

was sponsored by St. John’s Lutheran 
and Holy Cross Catholic churches. 
Sister Mary Adele recalled that on the 
first day of its operation, the pantry 
served 11 families.

Now there are 120 families each 
month.
At Thanksgiving, 180 baskets were 

distributed.
***

Bruce Foote, formerly of Triumph 
and a 1973 graduate of MTHS, was 
elected president of the Illinois Associ-
ation of Student Financial Aid Adminis-
trators. He was Director of Financial Aid 
at the College of St. Francis in Joliet.

***
Aggregate concrete flower contain-

ers were installed, one on each side 
of concrete trash containers set out in 
downtown Mendota the previous year. 
There were 14 of each size, costing $60 
and $70 apiece. When weather permit-
ted, the Men’s Garden Club planned to 
set out plants.

***
Rose Simpson Myers, who had 

operated Myers Tumbling here from 
1975-80, returned to Mendota as 
dance and tumbling instructor at the 
Peppermint Twist Dance Academy, 
1109 Main St.

***
Jim Dunn came to The Mendota 

Reporter as managing editor in Septem-
ber 1990. He had been with the Daily 
Gazette if Sterling and in May 1991 
he returned to the Gazette. During his 
brief time at Reporter, he said he had 
enjoyed covering the arrival of Plano 
Molding, manufacture of Caboodles. 
He had also been following closely the 
effort to retain Combined Communica-
tion Services in Mendota. He had found 
most distressing the disappearance of 
Veronica Blumhorst and the devastating 
Trekker Chemical fire.

In a farewell column, he said he 
wished he might have been able to 
report before leaving the safe return of 
Veronica and also a decision on the part 
of CCS to remain in Mendota.

Here’s hoping the next editor has 
the pleasure of covering happy 
endings to those stories.

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924

CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ......815-539-7459

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., .............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., .............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., ........................815-910-0816

Mendota City Officials

Memorable wind cuts swath – 1991
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
There’s believing your own press releases. And then, 

there’s believing your own delusions of grandeur.
Joe Biden should look at the mirror every day and see 

a president elected on the basis of the unpopularity of his 
predecessor at a time when the country was slammed by a 
once-in-100-years pandemic.

Instead, by every account, he sees a transformative leader 
with a mandate to change America as rapidly and irreversibly 
as possible.

As the news site Axios noted, Biden wants his next 100 
days to be “more audacious” than his first 100, as he seeks “to 
re-engineer the very fundamentals of America -- inequality, 
voting rights and government’s role in directing economic 
growth.”

Oh, is that all?
Biden’s drive to make himself the next FDR and erect 

a massive progressive edifice on the slightest of political 
foundations is monumentally arrogant and almost certainly 
bound to fail. 

Biden is contemplating the sort of the bait-and-switch that 
rarely goes over well. Yes, the policy plans he ran on last year 
were further to the left of Barack Obama’s and of Biden’s 
own lengthy record as a U.S. senator. But Biden described 
himself as a moderate who wanted to work with Republicans 
and restore a sense of normality to Washington.

He said, as he put it when urging Republicans not to fill 
the Ruth Bader Ginsberg seat on the Supreme Court, “We 
need to de-escalate, not escalate.”

No one listening to that or a thousand other things Biden 
said during the campaign would have had him pegged as the 
guy who’d immediately set about making wrenching changes 
in the American way of life.

For a would-be FDR, Biden doesn’t seem to understand 
that a fundamental source of the New Dealer’s power was 
enormous congressional majorities.

FDR came into office in 1932 with almost a 200-seat 
majority in the House, 313-117, after Republicans lost more 
than 100 seats.

Biden came into office in 2020 with a bare 9-seat majority 

in the House after Democrats surprisingly lost ground all over 
the country. It’s the narrowest Democratic House majority 
since the last two years of the administration of Rutherford 
B. Hayes. 

In the Senate, FDR had 58 Democrats, as Republicans 
lost 12 seats in 1932 in one of the worst senatorial drubbings 
in history.

Biden has a 50-50 tie after Democrats eked out two spe-
cial election victories in Georgia earlier this year, with Vice 
President Kamala Harris on standby to break ties. 

The fate of Biden’s legislative agenda hangs by a thread, 
depending on whether Sens. Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sine-
ma, relatively moderate Democrats, support his proposals. If 
FDR had been equally dependent on a couple of ideologically 
unsympathetic Democrats from the outset of his administra-
tion, he wouldn’t be FDR.

If Biden feels emboldened by his first 100 days, he’s de-
fining achievement downward. FDR signed into law more 
than a dozen major measures addressing the Great Depres-
sion during his first 100 days, while Biden got a $1.9 trillion 
COVID-19 relief bill -- a huge amount of spending, yes, but 
much of it is temporary.

Pro-Biden pundits are currently exulting that he has about 
a 53% approval rating, a respectable showing, if hardly a 
position of overwhelming strength from which to try to 
revolutionize the country. Importantly, FDR initially got 
even more powerful after 1932. Republicans dropped down 
to only 17 senators and 89 congressmen in 1936, whereas 
Biden will be lucky to hold on to his slender congressional 
majorities next year.

With his legislative margin of error so thin, it’s unlikely 
that Biden will get his way on much besides spending and 
taxes. Almost all of his sweeping proposals, from federalizing 
elections to making D.C. a state, will fall by the wayside.

More to the point, it’s wrong for Biden to attempt to force 
through such radical measures when his mandate for them 
exists only in his ridiculously inflated self-image.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

President Joe Biden’s radical gambit
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Thanks to all area teachers - from your Principals!
HOLY CROSS
Reverend Peter Pilon

Diane Barr
Emily Cassidy

Brooke Chapman
Cheryl Connelly

Michaela DeLong
Laura Doyle
Karen Happ

Kylie Hornung
Laura Knapp
Sarah Motter
Steven Patrick
Jennifer Weber

Pat Williams

MENDOTA HIGH SCHOOL
Jason Artman
Paula Baker
Kristi Barajas
Jayne Barnes
Gary Barrera
Holly Beals
Dan Beck

Veronica Becker
Therese Busard

Janice Campbell
Nicole Cromwell

Todd Doyle
Adrianne Espinoza-Zamora

Matt Gehm
Tammy Guerrero
Kate Guglielmetti

Keegan Hill
Kellie Hochstatter
Joseph Hughes
Tricia Kramer

Mitch Landgraf
Shawn LeRette
Jennifer Masini

Matt Meyer
Robert Nunn
Heath Raley
David Ross

Melissa Sallee
Aaron Sester

Scott Siri
Brock Sondgeroth

John Steben
Alisa Stewart
Eric Straughn
Rachel Tarr
Amy Wilson

Kevin Wohrley
Brock Zinke

NORTHBROOK
Mike Anderson

Troy Bauer
Tara Bennett
Michelle Blau

Antoinette Calhan
Emily Clark
Kylie Clary

Michael Dalton
Emlee Dooley

Ellen Eich
Heather Friedlein

Nathan Furar
Megan Gatza
Sarah Gehant
Vickie Gehm
William Hall

Rebecca Jones
Hall Keene

Hannah Keesee
Angela Kent
Missy Krull

Greg Locascio
Katie March

Lauren Mehrkens
Rachel Nelson

Angela Nondorf
Tricia Olin

Regina Perryman
Kerry Preston

Rachel Ramirez
Rachel Sabin
Sara Schaefer

Brandon Scheppers
Kari Shaw  

Amanda Simpson
Tom Slater
Jillian Smith

Kaitlyn Thanepohn
Leigh Ann Vickers

James Younger
Lindsey Zidow
Jordan Zoelzer

LINCOLN
Susan Ambler
Kelly Becker
Tawnya Blue

Allison Buettner
Danielle Buettner
Matthew Chalfin
Valerie Chase

Kathleen Cleary
Petra Estrada
Alicia Foster

Kimberly Freund
Hannah Halberg

Paige Hamill
Vanessa Holmes
Angie Jackson
Karen Johnson
Mary Kieffer

Stephanie Kleckner
Tina Klein

Amy Leffelman
Kim Menzel

Rachel Nelson
Beth Novak

Stacie O’Brien
Mia Ochoa

Taylor Setterlund
Kaitlyn Sondgeroth
Heather Waldron

BLACKSTONE
Lauren Akre

Hanna Gallagher
Hannah Halberg

Abby Higdon
Vanessa Holmes
Tara Huffaker
Mary Kieffer

Stephanie Kleckner
Carrie Klein

Becky Kramer
Ashley Lamps

Amy Lindenmeyer
Cara Ludwick

Terri Mikolasek
Michelle Nurnberg
Stacy O’Sadnick

Geina Parks
Amy Prusator

Elizabeth Quintana
Tanya Smith
Lisa Tillman

Sydney Wilhelm
Juli Wixom
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Cross Body Shop
1213 Meriden St. 

Mendota
815-539-7010

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 

Mendota
815-539-5656  
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. 

Mendota
815-538-2265 
Member FDIC

Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 

Mendota
815-538-5598

Merritt Funeral Home
800 Monroe St. 

Mendota
 815-539-7211

Lundquist-Merritt  
Funeral Home

208 Railroad St. 
LaMoille

815-638-2121

Stephenitch Do It Best  
Hardware

1204 13th Ave 
Mendota

815-539-9394

First State Insurance
715 Washington St. 

Mendota
815-539-5651

114 Railroad St. • Earlville
 815-246-8261

385 Chicago Rd. • Paw Paw 
815-627-8552

 

Black Bros. Co.
501 9th Ave. 

Mendota
815- 539-7451

City of Mendota
800 Washington St. 

 Mendota
815-539-7459

Mendota Monument Co.
606 S. Main St. 

Mendota
815-539-7276

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. 

Mendota
815-539-9341

 
Schimmer Inc.

Chevrolet - Buick
Rt. 251 South 

Mendota
815-539-9343

www.schimmergm.com

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St. 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 W. Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave. 

Mendota
815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave.

Sublette
815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Triple Service
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling & 

Electric
801 Monroe St. 

Mendota
815-539-3828

Kurt Bruno, Agent
State Farm Insurance

1103 Main St. 
Mendota

815-539-3878

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer

4266 E. 4th Rd. 
Mendota

815-539-5321

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. 

1503 13th Ave.
Mendota

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza

Mendota 
815-539-3811

Police • Fire  • Ambulance
Mendota Police Department 

(non-emergency)

815-539-9331

LaSalle County Sheriff’s Department
815-433-2161

Lee County Sheriff’s Department
815-284-6631

Bureau County Sheriff’s Department
815-875-3344

Illinois State Police District 17 • Emergency: 911 • Non-emergency: 815-224-1171

We Salute The Area’s Finest For Going 
Above And Beyond The Call Of Duty!
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Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when my mom 
is at home. My favorite 
thing is to play catch with 
my mom. My mom helps 
me with math. She takes 
me to the park. she teaches 
me how to do math. She 
makes me happy. My 
favorite thing to do with 
my mom is to play kinetic 
sand.

Love,
Kaden Young

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when my mom 
makes my favorite food. 
My favorite thing about 
my mom is she loves me so 
much. She helps me do my 
homework. She teaches 
me to cook good things. 
She makes me smile and 
laugh. She takes me to 
Claire’s and shopping. My 
favorite thing to do with 
my mom are crafts and 
make food and fun games.

Love,
Bella S.

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when you hug 
me. My favorite thing 
about you is you are kind. 
You help me do my home-
work. You teach me to be 
kind. You make me feel 
happy. You take me to the 
park. my favorite thing to 
do with you is play a board 
game and watch a movie.

Love,
Eliza C.

Dear Mom,
You are so special 

to me. I love when my 
mom gets some toy. She 
helps me do homework. 
She makes me a lot of 
pancakes. She takes me 
to a hotel.

Love,
Abi C.

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when my mom 
plays with me. My favorite 
thing about my mom is 
when she gives me hugs 
and kisses. She helps me 

with my homework. She 
teaches me to be kind to 
one another. She makes 
me happy. She takes me 
to the park. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are playing and snuggling.

Love,
Arieah Snyder

Dear Mom,
You are so special 

to me. I love when you 
watch movies with me, 
bake delicious desserts, 
cuddle, hug, come outside 
with me. I love your smile, 
curly hair, hugs, you help 
me with my homework 
and take me to the nail 
salon.

Love,
Kate Kleckner

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when you make 
my favorite food. You 
take me to fun places. You 
help clean my room and 
you teach me to be kind. 
You make me happy you 
come on a scary water 
slide. Your smile makes 
me happy because you’re 
happy.

Love,
Paul P.

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when my mom 
hugs me tight. My favorite 
thing about my mom is she 
is so kind and she tells me 
story and I love her smile. 
She helps me with my 
homework. She taught me 
to ride a bike. She makes 
me feel like I am lucky to 
be her kid. She takes me 
where I want to go. My 
favorite things to do with 
my mom are snuggle until 
my baby brother tells me 
to move.

Love,
Dia Z.

Dear Mom,
You are so special 

to me. I love when you 
have fun. My favorite 
thing about my mom is 
her kindness. She helps 
me with my homework. 
She teaches me how to 
subtract. She makes me 
happy because of her 
smile. She takes me to my 
aunt’s house. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are when I hug her.

Love,
Isabella R.

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love you because 
you help me on my good 
and bad days. My favorite 
thing about you is you 
make yummy food and 
you clean up my mess 
when I’m with my friends. 
You help me clean up my 
mess and homework. You 
make me be kind even to 
the people I don’t like. You 
take me to the store and 
grandma’s house. Favorite 
things to do go walk and 
playing guess who.

Love,
#1 daughter
Jaya A.

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love my mom when 
she makes my favorite 
food. My favorite thing 
about my mom is her hugs. 
She helps me with my 

homework. She teaches 
me to be kind. She makes 
me feel lucky because I’m 
with her. She takes me to 
school. My favorite things 
to do with my mom are to 
play with her and my dad 
with toys.

Your favorite daughter,
Daniela A.

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when my mom 
says I’m the best. My 
favorite thing about my 
mom is that she is super 
duper nice. She helps me 
when I am cleaning and 
when she helps me when 
I get hurt. She teaches me 
how to do lots of things. 
She makes me happy 
whenever I see her. She 
takes me to a lot of places. 
My favorite things to do 
with my mom are game 
night and movie night.

Love,
Lily Skjoldager

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when my mom 
kisses and hugs me at 
night. My favorite thing 
about my mom is she is 
my own teacher. She helps 
me with my homework. 
She teaches me about 
computers. She makes me 
lunch. She takes me to the 
park. My favorite thing to 
do with my mom are to go 
outside and go on walks.

Love,
Collin K.

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when my mom 
tells me to snuggle with 
her. My favorite thing 
about my mom is when she 
lets me sleep over at my 
friend’s house. She helps 
me with my homework. 
She teaches me how to 
wash dishes. She makes 
me snuggle with her. She 
takes me to my grandma’s 
house when my cousins 
are there and to the park. 
My favorite things to do 
with my mom are make 

food for dinner that we 
get from TikTok.

Love,
Your favorite daughter
Kamilah Raya

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when you make 
my favorite spaghetti and 
mac-n-cheese. My favor-
ite thing about my mom is 
that she tells me stuff from 
when I wasn’t born. She 
helps me with my home-
work. She teaches me that 
when you are done with it, 
you should put stuff back. 
She makes me the best spa-
ghetti ever. She takes me 
on vacation. My favorite 
thing to do with my mom 
is play beyblades.

Love,
Maurizio Orozco

Dear Mom,
You are so special 

to me. I love when my 
mom plays with me and 
my family plays games. 
My favorite thing about 
my mom is her kisses 
and hugs. She helps me 
with remote learning. She 
teaches me to be kind and 
loving. She makes me fold 
clothes and do dishes. She 
takes me on an airplane to 
Texas. My favorite things 
to do with my mom are to 
fold clothes, sing and play 
games.

Love,
Jaxson V.

Dear Mom,
You are so special to 

me. I love when you are 
not at work. My favorite 
thing about my mom is 
watching a movie with 
her. She helps me do 
homework. She teaches 
me about how you’re 
supposed to put things 
back when you are done. 
She makes me dinner. She 
takes me to the park and 
to go fishing. My favorite 
thing to do with my mom 
is to go outside on a walk 
with our dog.

Love,
Jace Schnaiter

I love when mom gives 
me hugs. My favorite 
thing about my mom us 
she makes bottles so I can 
feed my calf. She helps 
me with my homework. 
She teaches me how to 
feed calf. She makes me 
happy when I am sad. She 
takes me to the store. My 
favorite things to do with 
my mom are go to the store 
and feed a calf.

Emma Renoud

I love when my mom 
takes me places like a 
park. My favorite thing 
about my mom is she is 
nice when I ask he nicely 
when I want something. 
She helps me when I 
get hurt. She teaches me 
when I need help with my 
homework. She makes 
me pizza when I want it. 
She takes me to the store 
when we need stuff. My 
favorite things to do with 
my mom are help her 
make pancakes and go to 
the park.

Aidon Skaggs

I love when my mom 
makes me happy. My 
favorite thing about my 
mom is she makes me 
breakfast. She helps me 
with my homework. She 

teaches me how to be a 
good boy. She makes me 
cookies. She takes me 
to the park. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are play with her and eat 
ice cream.

Jacob Ryan

I love when my mom 
hugs me. My favorite 
thing about my mom is 
when she bakes cakes for 
my birthday. She helps me 
with my homework. She 
teaches me how to clean 
my room. She makes me 
happy when I am sad. 
She takes me to the park 
so I can play. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are cuddling with her.

Lillie Doyle

I love when my mom 
bakes cookies. My favor-
ite thing about my mom is 
to snuggle. She helps me 
cook some hot dogs. She 
teaches me to write better. 
She makes me sleep. She 
takes me to a lot of stores. 
My favorite things to do 
with my mom are to help 
her cook and go to the 
park.

Cole Dearing

I love when my mom 
cuddles with me in bed. 

My favorite thing about 
my mom is she is with 
me when I am alone. She 
helps me when I’m sad. 
She teaches me how to tie 
my shoes. She makes me 
happy when I’m with her. 
She takes me out to get ice 
cream. My favorite things 
to do with my mom are to 
play video games with me. 
She plays with me and my 
dog and she plays with me.

Brayden Thiele

I love when my mom 
gets me new things and 
plays with me. My favorite 
thing about my mom is that 
she helps me when I need 
help. She helps me with 
my crafts and flash cards. 
She teaches me how to do 
new things. She makes 
me food that I like almost 
every day. She takes me to 
McDonald’s every once 
and a while. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are playing outside and 
having a fire.

Jake Allen

I love when my mom 
says goodnight to me. 
My favorite thing about 
my mom is her wonderful 
clothes. She helps me do 
my math. She teaches 
me how to do math. She 
makes my favorite food 
pizza. She takes me to 
restaurants. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are play the game unone.

Jaxx Bonnell

I love when my mom 
kisses me on the head 
when I go to school every 
day. My favorite thing 
about my mom is that she 
loves me to the moon and 
back. She helps me get 
ready for school every 
single day. She teaches 
me how to take a bath by 
myself. She makes me 
what I like every day. She 
takes me on bike rides, 
vacations and other fun 
places. My favorite things 
to do with my mom are 
going on vacations and 
watching movies with her.

Cruz Arteaga

I love when my grand-
ma buys me a toy. My 
favorite thing about my 
grandma is that when it’s 
hot she’ll give me a popsi-
cle. She helps me with my 
homework when I need 
it. She teaches me how 
to tell time. She makes 
me a chocolate cookie. 
She takes me to the park 
and go down a slide. My 

favorite things to do with 
my grandma are make a 
project.

Lynny Read

I love when my mom 
is nice. She is so nice. I 
love mommy. My favorite 
thing about my mom is she 
is so nice. She is the best 
mom. She helps me to fold 
clothes and tie shoes. She 
teaches me to tell time and 
to learn time. She makes 
cookies to eat. I love them. 
She takes me to shops. 
My favorite things to do 
with my mom are to play 
a board game.

Alexa Loutsch

I love when my mom 
plays with me at the park 
and plays games with 
me. My favorite thing 
about my mom is she 
will give me stuff when 
I want it sometimes. She 
helps me when I get hurt 
and if I need help on my 
homework. She teaches 
me to be a good kid and 

student. She makes me a 
good lunch for school and 
at home. She takes me to 
the park when I want to. 
My favorite things to do 
with my mom are to play 
games and go to the park 
and do stuff with me.

Camden Milus

I love when my mom 
helps me with my home-
work and cleanup. My 
favorite thing about my 
mom is she loves when 
I help her do work. She 
helps me get ready for 
school. She teaches me 
softball for softball games. 
She makes me a snack 
when I get home from 
school. She takes me 
to softball practice and 
games. My favorite things 
to do with my mom are 
to read with her and eat 
together.

Hailey McCormick

I love when my mom 
gets pizza from Pizza Hut. 
My favorite thing about 
my mom is she’s nice. 
She helps me with my 
homework when I need 
help. She teaches me about 
math at home. She makes 
me dinner every night like 
mac and cheese. She takes 
me to fun places like the 
water park. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are to go to the water park 
and to go to the movie 
theater.

Jayla Francis

MOTHER’S DAY WISHES

Lincoln School
Mrs. Becker

Lincoln School
Mrs. Sondgeroth
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MOTHER’S DAY WISHES

See our website: www.elzarapemendota.com

1206 13th Ave. 
 (815) 539-5985

Open 7 days a week 
M - Th. 11am-9pm

Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm 
Sun. 8am-9pm

Sunday, 
May 9

10am - 2 pm
Reservations required

05032021

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me ayuda 
con mi tayea. Loque más 
me gusta de mi mamá es 
cuando me cuida. Ella me 
ayuda a escribir bonito. 
Ella me enseña a cosinar. 
Ella me hace comida bien 
buena. Elle me lleva a 
Mexico. Lo que más me 
gusta hacer con mi mamá 
es pasa tiempo conmigo.

Naomi Arteaga

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá pasa tiempo 
conmigo. Loque más me 
gusta de mi mamá es 
me ayuda con mi tarea 
y a leer. Ella me ayuda a 
cuidarme. Ella me enseña 
como ayudar gente. Ella 
me hace comida que mi 
gusta. Elle me lleva en el 
tiendas. Lo que más me 
gusta hacer con mi mamá 
es hacer tarea y jugar con 
mi mama.

Antonio Arteaga

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me cuida 
y me ayuda cuando la 
nesesito. Loque más me 
gusta de mi mamá es que 
cuando yo nesesito ayuda 
ella siempre esta. Ella me 
ayuda a ser un niño mejor. 

Ella me enseña cosinar y 
hacer tarea. Ella me hace 
muy feliz y contento. Elle 
me lleva al parque y a la 
libreria. Lo que más me 
gusta hacer con mi mamá 
es pasar tiempo con ella y 
jugar con ella.

Emiliano Casa-Valle

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me hace 
cosquillas y mi mamá le 
gusta murarme reir. Loque 
más me gusta de mi mamá 
es porque yo y mi mamá 
miramos television. Ella 
me ayuda a limpiar mu 
cuarto y yo le ayudo limpi-
ar la sala. Ella me enseña a 
dibujar muchas cosas. Ella 
me hace comida cuando 
digo yo y dise si. Elle me 
lleva a Peru cuando va me 
envita. Lo que más me 
gusta hacer con mi mamá 
es me gusta abrazar a mi 
mamá.

Brianna Escatel

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me hace 
tamales eh mi cumpleaños 
y pastel y arroz. Loque 
más me gusta de mi mamá 
es que hace los tamales 
perfecto. Ella me ayuda 
a con mi tarea. Ella me 

enseña como a cosinar. 
Ella me hace cafe de 
chocolate. Elle me lleva 
a la Michuqcana. Lo que 
más me gusta hacer con 
mi mamá es jugar afryera 
con las bicicletas.

Aldo Loya

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me hace reir 
mucho y me lee un libra. 
Loque más me gusta de 
mi mamá es me enseña 
cosas y a aprender cosas. 
Ella me ayuda con la tarea 
y mis problems. Ella me 
enseña a cosinar mucho. 
Ella me hace limpiar la 
casa mucho. Elle me lleva 
a la tienda, a la casa di mi 
tia y a la escuela. Lo que 
más me gusta hacer con 
mi mamá es hacer la tarea 
conmigo y pasa tiempo 
conmigo tambien.

Michelle Montes

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me ayuda 
con mi tarea. Loque más 
me gusta de mi mamá 
es cuando me calma. 
Ella me ayuda a con mis 
perros. Ella me enseña 
como limpiar. Ella me 
hace arroz. Elle me lleva 
a la Walmart. Lo que más 
me gusta hacer con mi 
mamá es ir de compras 
con ella.

Santiago 
Ocampo-Gonzalez

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me abraza. 
Loque más me gusta de 
mi mamá es cuando ella 
me hace tamales. Ella me 
ayuda a mi tarea. Ella me 
enseña haser tratias. Ella 
me hace tamales. Elle me 
lleva al es cuela. Lo que 
más me gusta hacer con 
mi mamá es ver la tele 
con ella.

Aaron Ortega

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá se sienta 
a ver la televicion y se 
rie cuando ago bromas. 
Loque más me gusta de 
mi mamá es que en mi 
mamá me compor und 
muñeca bien linder. Ella 
me ayuda a hacer tarea y 
hacer mi cama. Ella me 
enseña cosinar y amarar 
mis zapatos. Ella me 
hace comida y me hace 
tamales. Elle me lleva a 
Mitisoda y Mishigan. Lo 
que más me gusta hacer 
con mi mamá es que me 
ama mucho y que se pasa 
mucho conmigo.

Arianna Quintana

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me abarzay. 
Loque más me gusta de 
mi mamá es qui mi ama. 
Ella me ayuda a recojer. 
Ella me enseña a lavar 
los tarsters. Ella me hace 
coskiyas. Elle me llevaa la 

casa de mi aduela. Lo que 
más me gusta hacer con 
mi mamá es jugar afuera.

Alexander Rivera

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me ayuda 
hacer la tarea. Loque más 
me gusta de mi mamá es 
qui mu ayuda manager la 
bicicelta. Ella me ayuda a 
recoger mis jugetes. Ella 
me enseña sopresa y muy 
grandes. Ella me hace 
comida muy ricol. Elle 
me lleva al parque. Lo 
que más me gusta hacer 
con mi mamá es jugar con 
Isreal y sofi.

Angel Rivera

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá me compra 
cosas. Loque más me gus-
ta de mi mamá es cuando 
me levanta para ir a la 
escuela. Ella me ayuda a 
abrochar mis zapatos. Ella 
me enseña como aprender. 
Ella me hace sopita. Elle 
me lleva a la tienda. Lo que 
más me gusta hacer con mi 
mamá es ver television.

Genises Valdez

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá camina mi 
perro porque yo estoy en 
la escuela. Loque más 
me gusta de mi mamá 
es cuando mi mamá esta 
conmigo. Ella me ayuda 
a limpiar todos los dias. 
Ella me enseña hacer tarea 
y escribir. Ella me hace 
comida. Elle me lleva a 
todos lados. Lo que más 
me gusta hacer con mi 
mamá es cosinar y limpiar.

Camilla Valencia

Me gusta mucho cuan-
do mi mamá cosina cesadi-
yas para toda mi familia. 
Loque más me gusta de mi 
mamá es su sonrisa. Ella 
me ayuda a escribir en 
cruisivo. Ella me enseña 
el calendario para saber 
las semanas. Ella me hace 
tortiyas con carne. Elle me 
lleva a los tiendas. Lo que 
más me gusta hacer con mi 
mamá es hayudarle con 
lavar los platos y lavar la 
ropa susia y con hablar 
ingles.

Angie Vaszques

I love when my mom 
plays with me and cuddles 
with me. My favorite thing 
about my mom is sweet 
and she is nice. She helps 
me learn how to ride my 
bike. She teaches me new 
things. She makes me 
yummy food. She takes 
me to fun places. My 
favorite things to do with 
my mom are go on a bike 
ride with me.

By Sophia Garcia

I love when my mom 
turns on her favorite TV 
show because it is inter-
esting to me. My favorite 
thing about my mom is that 
she is polite and sweet and 
she makes me proud of her. 
She helps me do my hair 
and my homework. She 
teaches me to be good and 
polite and to be a lady. She 
makes me smile and happy 
and sometimes sleepy well 
doing my homework. She 
takes me to McDonald’s 
and WalMart to buy my 
favorite toy. My favorite 

things to do with my mom 
are to eat ice cream and 
watch a movie.

Hayle Luebbing

I love when my mom 
takes me to fun places. 
My favorite thing about 
my mom is loving her. She 
helps me a lot. She teaches 
me good things. She makes 
me a good person. My fa-
vorite things to do with my 
mom are playing games 
with her and spending time 
with her.

Kayne Schneider

I love when my mom 
gives me hugs. My favor-
ite thing about my mom 
is her hugs. She helps me 
with remote learning. She 
teaches me how to cook. 
She makes me cookies. 
She takes me to Culvers to 
get ice cream. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are watch TV, lay down.

Brad Betz

I love when my mom 

gives me love and kiss to. 
My favorite thing about 
my mom is she is nice to 
me. She helps me with 
school and home work. 
She teaches me bed stories 
and gives me kiss. She 
takes me to the park to. 
My favorite things to do 
with my mom are pating 
with my mom!

Lily Kriscls

I love when my mom 
plays with me. My favorite 
thing about my mom is 
when she hugs me for 5 
or 6 seconds. She helps 
me with homework and 
with things that I don’t 
know. She teaches me to 
be a good boy. She makes 
me happy when she plays 
with me sometimes be-
cause she works too hard 
in my house because she 
does dishes, cooks food, 
organizes clothes. She 
takes me to my grandma. 
My grandma and grandpa 
also live in Mexico. My 
favorite things to do with 
my mom are playing and 
helping her with dishes 
and learning stuff with 
my mom.

Jesse Lopez

I love when my mom 
lets me go to my cousin. 
My favorite thing about 
my mom is she is so kind 
when I want to buy some-
thing she buys it for me. 
She helps me with learning 
and she helps me with 

my room. She teaches me 
when I had e learning she 
teaches me stuff I do not 
know. She makes me food 
for my dad and my sister, 
me. She takes me to sxhool 
and she picks up me from 
school. My favorite things 
to do with my mom are my 
mom and me like to go out 
to eat at a restaurant.

Armani Quintana

I love when my mom 
watches tv with me. My 
favorite thing about my 
mom is she doesn’t bother 
me. She helps me get in 
zoom classes. She makes 
me clean. She doesn’t 
takes me anywhere. My 
favorite things to do with 
my mom are watch tv.

Leroy Price

I love when my mom 
cooks food and makes 
me happy. My favorite 
thing about my mom is 
I love my moms styles I 
love her hair. She helps 
me do my homework. She 
teaches me how to do my 
homework. She makes me 
food and she make be clean 

my room. She takes me to 
Wisconsin Dells for vaca-
tion. My favorite things to 
do with my mom are go on 
bike rides with her.

Jaylyn Piskie

I love when my mom 
snuggles me on the week-
ends and sleeps with me all 
night. My favorite thing 
about my mom is that she 
lets me eat dinner in the 
living room. She helps 
me get to school. She 
teaches me how to sleep 
because one day I couldn’t 
sleep because I was sick 
because my tonsils were 
sticking together which 
is why I was sick. She 
makes me happy because 
she is sweet. She takes me 
to the cottage, that means 
camper. My favorite things 
to do with my mom are 
musical chairs, boy vs girl 
challenge, but we are not 
done yet.

Adam Cox

I love when my mom 
cuddles me. My favorite 
thing about my mom is 
she takes care of me. She 
helps me when I need to 
do homework and when 
I can’t sleep she sings 
“Sunshine” to me. She 
teaches me how to cook 
noodles and mac and 
cheese and not to steal. 
She makes me dinner and 
my lunch. She takes me to 
the store so I could buy a 
toy. Guess what? It’s not 
just any store, everything 
in the store is a dollar! My 
favorite things to do with 

my mom are watch movies 
with her and like cooking 
dinner with her at night.

Sam George

I love when my mom 
makes me mac and cheese 
and Ramen noodles. My 
favorite thing about my 
mom is she got me a 
puppy. She helps me with 
homework and spelling 
and taking stuff out of the 
electric grill. She teaches 
me about history. She 
makes me learn about his-
tory. She takes me home. 
My favorite things to do 
with my mom are watch tv 
and ride my bike and also 
play catch and play clue.

Trenton Cantrell

I love when my mom 
Isabel’s write me. My 
favorite thing about my 
mom is she plays catch 
with me. She helps me 
learn. She teaches me how 
to be strong. She makes me 
food for dinner.

She takes me to Wen-
dys for food. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are go outside with her.

Sebastian Harzheima 

I love when my mom 
we have family with. My 
favorite thing about my 
mom is that she has caorm. 
She helps me write. She 
teaches me how to play 
sorry. She makes me food. 
She takes me to dollar gen-
eral. My favorite things to 
do with my mom are that 
we got to the park.

Mia Gutierrez

701 ILLINOIS AVE.
MENDOTA, IL 61342

815-539-6274
04302018

Annabelle,

I was in Jerry’s Flower Barn today and 

WOW has he got a lot of new and different 

vignettes with Spring to Summer colorful 

door swags. Mother’s Day is coming 

and I felt it would be a different gift for 

Mom. Jerry also has indoor doorknob bell 

decorations – different and colorful – and 

an excellent gift from the grandkids. Mom 

would also appreciate a new door design.

Let me know and I’ll go and pick one 

out before they are picked over. Jerry and 

Sue make all their designs and they are 

beautiful and stunning as always.

          Aubrey    

Lincoln School
Mrs. Estrada

Lincoln School
Mrs. Cleary

I love my mom because 
she is fun. She lets me go 
next door. She buys toys 
for me.

Love,
Mayson Desirena

I love my mom because 
she is my mom. She cooks 

for me and buys cereal.
Love,
Jaylah Sotelo

I love my mom because 
she lets me eat chips and 
play video games.

Love,
Ayden Stallings

Lincoln School
Mrs. Buettner
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Dear Mom,
I love you because you 

cook, you help me with 
homework, fish, play and 
shop. I also like it when we 
go on ranger rider. Thank 
you for helping me when 
I’m sick.

Love,
Mason

Dear Mom,
I love you mom because 

you cook food. You also 
help me with my home-
work. I also like it when 
you help me make my bed 
and clean my room. You 
take care of me and also 
you love me very, very, 
very much. You take me 
places that are fun and 
cool. You are the best 
mom ever.

Love,
Brady

Dear Mom,
I love you because you 

help me clean my room. 
Thank you for helping me 
with my homework. I like 
it when you play uno with 
me. Thank you for being 
the best mom ever. Super 
fun to hang out with too.

Love,
Eliana

Dear Mom,
I love you because you 

take care of me, you cook 
and you are very kind. 
Mom, thank you for read-
ing Spanish books to me 
and to my brother. Thank 
you for being with me at 
home, thank you for being 
the best mom I could ever 
have. Happy Mother’s 
Day and have a good day.

Love,
Samantha Escatel

Dear Mom,
I love you so much. You 

cook for me and love me. 
You are the best.

From Henry

Dear Mom,
I love you mom because 

you’re cool, you help me 

do my homework and help 
me when I’m sad. Things I 
like to do with my mom are 
jump on our trampoline, 
go for bike rides and to go 
to Mama and Pi’s. Three 
things my mom does for 
me are do the dishes, fold 
the laundry and make the 
beds.

Love,
Paul

Dear Mom,
I love mom because you 

take care of me. Thank 
you for playing with me. 
Thank you for helping 
me with my homework 
and tucking me in to bed. 
Thank you for helping me 
take out groceries and put 
new flowers.

Love,
Nolan

Dear Mom,
I love you mom because 

you cook, you help me do 
homework and sometimes 
you play with me. I like it 
when you read with me. I 
also like it when you clean 
my clothes and when I am 
sick you help me to feel 
better, you help me do the 
dishes and you tell me how 
to speak.

Love,
Mingxi

Dear Mom,
I love you because you 

help me when I am sick. 
You help me get ready for 

school. You buy me toys. 
Thank you for helping me 
clean my room. You help 
me pack my lunch. You 
buy me school supplies. 
You also buy me masks.

Love,
Sofia

Dear Mom,
I love you mom because 

you are nice, kind, you 
love me, care for me and 
you’re funny. I like it when 
we go on walks together. I 
like watching movies with 
you. You are a very good 
cook and I like to bake with 

you. You taught me how 
to tell time. We like to 
go shopping together.

Love,
Macy

Dear Mom,
I love you mom 

because you cook, you 
help me do my home-
work and help me do 
the dishes. Thank you 
for doing my laundry. 
Thank you for helping 
me clean my room. 
Thank you for being the 
best mom in the world.

Love,
Marley

Dear Mom,
I love you because you 

cook, you help me get to 
school and you keep me 
safe. Thank you for the 
new house, the new room 
and the food you give me, 
Josh and Haden. I like to 
have dinner with you and 
read books with you. I 
also like to go swimming 
with you.

Love,
Brooklyn

Dear Mom,
I love you mom because 

you are nice, you cook 
very good food and you 
are helpful. Thank you 
for doing all the things 
with me. You help me 
with my homework, you 
help me with practicing 
softball and you help me 
when I’m sick. Thank you 
for everything that you do 
for me.

Love,
Ally

Dear Mom,
I love you because you 

cook, you help me when 
I need help. Thank you 

mom for being protective 
of me. Thank you for lis-
tening to me. Thank you 
for being there for me. 

Thank you for letting me 
do to my friends.

Love,
Jaxson

MOTHER’S DAY WISHES

Make It A Beautiful 
Mother’s Day

Stop in and check out our variety of hanging 
baskets, flowering trees, roses, garden art, 

shrubs, flowers and much more!

417 E. US-34, Mendota • 815-538-4800
Hours: Mon-Sat 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

& Sun 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.ekananursery.com

05032021

Quality Plants
Knowledgeable Staff

Incredible Value
Great Selection

Gift 
Cards are 
available!

Dear Mom,
I love when you take 

care of me when I’m sick. 
My favorite thing about 
you is you make me laugh. 
You help me with my 
homework. You teach me 
how to do my homework. 
Love you mom. Happy 
Mother’s Day.

Julian A.

Dear Mom,
I love you because 

you are there for me. My 
favorite thing about you is 
you are kind. My favorite 
thing to do with you is to 
spend time with you. I am 
glad you are my mom.

Olympia B.

Dear Mom,
Mom, you are awesome 

and polite. Mom, I love 
you with all my heart. 
I love my mom. Happy 
Mother’s Day.

Zach G.

Dear Mom,
I love when you see 

me after coming down the 
slide. You make me dinner 
and lunch. I love you mom 
and I am happy you are my 
mom. You take me to the 

park. My favorite things 
to do with you are to take 
care of me. You teach me 
how to feel better. Happy 
Mother’s Day.

Karessa B.

Dear Grandma,
I love you so much 

when you play uno with 
me. I love when you pick 
me up in school. I like 
when you take me to the 
park. l love you so much.

Love,
Lyncoln

Dear Mom,
Happy Mother’s Day. 

I love you so much. You 
are the best mom ever. You 
are so kind. When dad is 
gone you let me sleep in 
your bed. We spend lots of 
time together. You let me 
buy new toys. I’m lucky 
I have an awesome mom.

Love,
Emma D.

Dear Mom,
I love when you woke 

with you mom. My fa-
vorite thing about you is 
watching a movie with me. 
You teach me. You make 
me pizza. You take me to 

the rodeo. I love you mom.
Mason F.

Dear Mom,
I love when you read 

me a story. My favorite 
thing about you are always 
there for me. You teach 
me how to cook cookies. 
You make me happy when 
I am sad. You take me to 
my grandma. My favorite 
thing to do with you are 
you play with and you love 
me. I love you.

Shelby F.

Dear Mom,
I love when you are 

funny. My favorite thing 
about you is you love me. 
You make me feel better 
when I am sick. You teach 
me to be nicer. You make 
my favorite dinner. You 
take me to the bounce 
house. My favorite things 
to do with you are play 
with you, do jokes to each 
other, love each other. You 
are the best. Love you.

Elijah G.

I love my mom because 
she takes me to the park. I 
love you mom.

Kaden H.

Dear Mom,
I love when you help me 

figure stuff out. You take 
me to the beach. You make 
me chicken. My favorite 
things to do with you are 

decorating trees and hunt-
ing eggs. You are very nice 
and pretty. No one is better 
than you. I love you. You 
love me. You are the best 
mom ever and I will give 
you a dandelion. Happy 
Mother’s Day.

Corbin

Dear Mom,
I love when my mom 

is so kind. My favorite 
thing about my mom is 
she gives me a lot of hugs. 
She helps me when I need 
it. She teaches me how to 
be a big girl. She makes 
me happy. She takes me 
to Florida. My favorite 
things to do with my mom 
are snuggling and have 
time together. I love you 
so much.

Brooklyn Mauch

Dear Mom,
You and I love to go 

fishing a lot. Me and you 
love to go out to a restau-
rant and eat too. Happy 
Mother’s Day.

Chloe N.

Dear Mom,
I love you like cake 

and you’re sweet. You’re 
important and dad. Stars 
of glitter and smores of 
delight, rainbows, glitter. 
Love you, love all of you. 
Hope you enjoy reading 
this. Happy Mother’s Day.

By Mara

Dear Mommy,
I love when you make 

breakfast for dinner. My 
favorite thing about you 
is you are always there 
for me. You help me ride 
my bike. You teach me 
how to swim. You make 
me dinner. You take me 
to my babysitter. My fa-
vorite things to do with 
you is being with you. I 
will never forget you. I 
love you.

Jocelyn Oman

Dear Mom,
I love when you watch 

me walk to school. My 
favorite thing about you 
is you play games with 
me. You help me with my 
math homework. You take 
me to the store. You make 
me clean my room. My 
favorite thing to do with 
is to go to the outlets in 
Wisconsin. Happy Moth-

er’s Day mom. I love you.
Nadia R.

Dear Mom,
I love when you tuck 

me in and when you play 
with me and when we go 
for a walk and you taught 
me how to ride a bike and 
you make good chicken 
nuggets. Happy Mother’s 
Day.

Chance R.

Dear Mom,
I love when you tuck 

me in at night. My favorite 
thing about you is you are 
a good cook. You help me 
with my homework. You 
teach how to do my math 
best. You make me laugh 
when I am sad. You take 
me on walks. My favorite 
things to do with you is 
to play board games. I 
love you.

Kayli S.

Dear Mom,
I love when you take 

care of me. My favorite 
thing about you is you 
spend time with me. You 
help me when I get hurt. 
You teach me by helping 
me on homework. You 
make me do chores. You 
take me to the store. My 
favorite things to do with 
you are go the park and 
watch movies together.

Love,
Zach S.

Lincoln School
Mrs. Blue

Holy Cross 
School
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715 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815-539-5651Mike Wasmer

STRONGEST IN THE INDUSTRY
• Northern Maple Hardwood  

Frame on all Stress Points
• Double Doweled at Stress Points
• Reinforced Mitre Blocks
• Stapled and Glued

STABILITY & SUPPORT
Adjustable Anti-Skid Feet

SOFT TO THE TOUCH
with numerous durable fabric options

EXTREME COMFORT TECHNOLOGY
• Patented Positioning
• Hand Blown Dacron Fill
• Pocketed Coil Seating Systems

AMERICAN MADE QUALITY
Manufactured in Old Forge, PA

Visit your local Authorized UltraComfort™ Retailer

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue &Wed 9-5 

Thurs Closed • Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4 09162019

In Loving Memory of 
BOB (BOMPS) KNOPP 

who went to 
heaven May 8, 2002.

To see your face 
and watch your smile, 

to sit with and talk awhile,
to be together 

in the same old way
would be our 

greatest wish today.
The tears in our 

eyes we can wipe away,
but the ache in our 

hearts will always stay.
Life goes on we 
know that’s true,
but nothing is the 

same since we lost you.
Those special 

memories of you
will always bring a smile

if only I could 
have you back 

for just a little while.
Then we could sit 

and talk again
just like we used to do,

you always meant 
so very much

and always will do too.
The fact that you’re 

no longer here
will always cause me pain,

but you’re forever 
in my heart

until we meet again.
Of all the many blessings
however great or small

to have had you in our lives
was the greatest one of all.

Deeply loved 
and missed forever,

Cheryl, Merrill,
Matt, Maurine,

Mason, Morgan,
Michelle, Tony, 

Ava, Addisyn, 
Mike & Amanda

IN
MEMORIAM

BATTERY
Shirley Monarrez, 70, of 

1639 William Way, Mendota, 
was charged with battery 
at 5:17 p.m. April 28 after 
police officers conducted an 
investigation after receiving 
a report of a disturbance at 
1641 William Way at 5:56 
p.m. April 27. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

JUVENILE ARRESTED
A 14-year-old juvenile 

was arrested at 11:05 p.m. 
April 30 for a violation of 
a court order after police 
officers conducted an in-
vestigation after receiving 
a report of a juvenile matter 
complainant. The subject 
was transported to the LaSal-
le County Juvenile Detention 
Center to appear before a 
judge.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Rodney C. Rowe, 18, of 

Sauk Village, was charged 
with driving with no valid 
driver’s license after a traffic 
stop at Washington Street 
and Pennsylvania Avenue 
at 10:50 p.m. May 1. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Asia L. Cordova, 25, of 

907 Monroe St., Mendota, 
was arrested at 12:53 a.m. 
May 2 on a Lee County 
warrant for failure to appear/
traffic offense. The subject 
posted bond and was released 
with a Lee County court date.

POLICE
BLOTTER

BLESSED
EVENTS

WENZEL – Bryce Wen-
zel and Carly Dean, boy, 
April 4, 2021, at St. Mar-
garet’s Hospital in Spring 
Valley.

VOGL – Mr. and Mrs. 
Keith Vogl (Emily Schwin-
gle) of LaSalle, girl, April 
4, 2021, at St. Margaret’s 
Hospital in Spring Valley.

KASPERSKI – Mr. and 
Mrs. Clay Kasperski (Ashton 
Shaw) of Hennepin, boy, 
April 10, 2021, at St. Mar-
garet’s Hospital in Spring 
Valley.

DEPAUW – Chad De-
Pauw and Nicole Walker 
of Princeton, girl, April 26, 
2021, at St. Margaret’s Hos-
pital in Spring Valley.

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
would like to remind home 
and business owners of city 
ordinances regarding public 
nuisances.

It is against city ordinance 
to have accumulations of 
trash, building materials, 
abandoned automobiles, 
machinery, scrap metal, 
discarded tires, vehicle bat-
teries or any other material 
that creates a public health 
hazard on your property. It 
is also a violation to permit 
weeds, grass or plants other 
than trees, bushes or flowers 
or other ornamental plants to 
grow to a height exceeding 
six inches anywhere in the 
city. Also, all multi-family 
structures, including struc-
tures that consist of both 
residential and commercial 
units, and structures which 
share a wall or walls with 
another structure, shall be 
kept free from infestations 
of insects (including but not 
limited to bedbugs, cock-
roaches and disease-carrying 
insects), rats or other vermin.

The city of Mendota 
requests anyone who is 
in violation of the above 
mentioned nuisance regula-
tions to remove the item(s) 
from your property. Anyone 
found in violation will be 
subject to receiving a cita-
tion, which involves a court 
date and fine.

Public
Nuisance

Ordinance

OGLESBY – Streator 
Township High School 
Supt. Matt Seaton has been 
appointed Illinois Valley 
Community College’s Vice 
President for Business Ser-
vices and Finance, IVCC 
President Jerry Corcoran 
announced.

The board of trustees 
made the appointment at 
its May 3 reorganizational 
meeting. Seaton will start 
at IVCC June 17. Current 
V.P. of Business Services 
Cheryl Roelfsema will re-
tire July 31 after 13 years 
in the position. 

Corcoran said, “I am 
very much looking forward 
to working with Dr. Seaton 
and know that he will do a 
great job for the college. 

His  leadership team’s 
track record for success at 
Streator Township High 
School speaks for itself 
and he will quickly find a 
talented group of dedicated 
professionals ready to work 
with him at IVCC.”

When Seaton was hired 
at Streator in May 2014, 
the school’s deficit was 
$1.3 million. By June 
2016 it was $42,000 and 
surplus budgets have been 
adopted each year since. 
In addition, STHS will 
complete a three-phase, 
$12 million construction 
plan this summer. 

Seaton worked previ-
ously in southeastern Illi-
nois as Red Hill Superin-
tendent from 2009 to 2014 

and as Red Hill principal 
from 2007 to 2009. He was 
director of music at Mount 
Carmel High School from 
2002 to 2007.

He earned bachelor’s, 
master ’s and specialist 
degrees in education from 
Eastern Illinois University 
and the Doctor of Educa-
tion from Illinois State 
University in 2019. 

A native of Mount Car-
mel, Seaton was the student 
trustee and Student Senate 
President while earning an 

associate’s degree at Wa-
bash Valley College.

Seaton and his wife 
Jill, an employee of the 
Streator YMCA, have six 
children. 

“We are really looking 
forward to this. IVCC is 
an excellent fit for us,” 
Seaton said. “I am so ex-
cited about the opportunity 
to work with the faculty, 
staff and board of trustees. 
Dr. Corcoran has been so 
welcoming. I have a great 
feeling about this.”

IVCC names VP of business services & finance
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SPORTS

Heading to Kansas
Ty Connelly, a senior at Mendota High School, signs a letter of intent to attend 
Northwest Kansas Technical College in Goodland, Kan., to participate in cross 
country and wrestling. Looking on are his parents, Cheryl and Michael. In back are 
MHS cross country coach Kevin Wohrley, left, and wrestling coach Dale Meyers. 
(Photo contributed)

MENDOTA – Three Men-
dota Spikers were honored 
for their volleyball play this 
season by being recognized 
by the Big Northern Con-
ference with all-conference 
honors.

Heading the list of all-
BNC performers was senior 
Jaelyn Fitzgerald, who was 
chosen to the first team. 
Senior Ella Massey landed 
on the second team, while 
senior Jenna O’Donnell 
was an honorable mention 
selection.

FIRST TEAM
Claire Bickett, Fr., Rock 

Falls; Jenae Bothe, Jr., Ore-

gon; Jaelyn Fitzgerald, Sr., 
Mendota; Hannah Langton, 
Fr., Genoa-Kingston; Izzie 
McKinley, Jr., Byron; Lily 
Mueller, So., Genoa-Kings-
ton; Mallory Pinske, Jr., 
Rock Falls; Kayla Spangler, 
So., Rockford Lutheran; 
Lauren Spangler, Sr., Rock-
ford Lutheran

SECOND TEAM
Mallory Coley, Jr., Dixon; 

Cara Goff, Jr., Rock Falls; 
Ella Martin, Sr., Oregon; 
Ella Massey, Sr., Mendota; 
Addyson Myers, Jr., Byron; 
Jaycie Sheean, Jr., Rockford 
Lutheran; Hayley Starkey, 
Sr., Winnebago; Kennedy 

Swenson, So., Stillman 
Valley; Kylie Wilhelmi, Jr., 
Rockford Lutheran

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Addie Blais, So., Rock-
ford Christian; Jadyn Bothe, 
Sr., Oregon; Maia Carlson, 
So., Byron; Leilani Guzman, 
Sr., North Boone; Alivia 
Keegan, Fr., Genoa-Kings-
ton; Addyson Kinn, Sr., Dix-
on; Bianca Namuyomba, Sr., 
Winnebago; Jenna O’Don-
nell, Sr., Mendota; Madeline 
Smith, So., Stillman Valley; 
Denali Stonitsch, Fr., Rock 
Falls; Liz Ullrich, Sr., Rock-
ford Lutheran

3 Spikers earn all-BNC honors

ROCK FALLS – 
Mendota and Rock Falls 
slugged it out for seven 
innings before the host 
Lady Rockets prevailed, 
13-12, in the softball sea-
son-opener for the Lady 
Trojans on April 28.

Rock Falls jumped 
out to a 5-0 lead after the 
opening frame and held 
a seemingly comfortable 
11-2 advantage after four 
innings before Mendota 
came storming back. The 
Lady Trojans plated six 
runs in the top of the fifth 
to make it 11-8, but Rock 
Falls responded with a pair 
of tallies in the bottom of 
the inning.

After both teams went 
scoreless in the sixth, 

Mendota pushed across 
four runs in the top of the 
seventh, but it was one run 
too short.

Both teams were in 
mid-season form with the 
bats as the Lady Trojans 
collected 10 hits and Rock 
Falls banged out 17.

Katie Jenner had two 
doubles and scored three 
runs for Mendota, while 
Lauren Martin, Paige 
Manning and Felicia Ar-
teaga had two singles 
apiece. Emma Schultz 
added a double for the 
Lady Trojans.

Manning (LP) got the 
start in the circle and 
pitched into the fifth in-
ning before being relieved 
by Mary DeFore.

Rock Falls took advantage of wildness by 
Mendota pitchers to down the Trojans, 11-1, 
in a game called after five innings by the 10-
run rule on April 28 at the MHS field. It was 
the season-opener for Mendota.

While three Mendota pitchers only al-
lowed two hits, the Rockets benefited from 
15 walks and two hit batsmen by those 
hurlers, as well as four errors committed by 
the Trojan defense.

Rock Falls took a 1-0 lead in the first and 
then added five more runs in the second, four 
in the third and one in the fourth. Mendota’s 
only tally came in the fourth on an RBI single 
by Connor Engel, one of two hits he collected 
in the game. John Gonzalez also had a pair 
of singles for the Trojans.

Krew Bond got the start on the mound 
for Mendota and took the loss. He gave way 
to Ted Landgraf in the second. Dominik 
Stamberger pitched a scoreless two innings 
for the Trojans.

***

The Trojans were beaten by the 10-run rule 
again, this time by Dixon, 15-5, on April 30 
at Dixon. The Dukes scored seven runs in the 
bottom of the sixth to end the contest early.

Dixon held a 5-0 lead after two innings 
before Mendota got on the board with a pair 
of runs in the third. The Dukes added three 
more in the fourth and the Trojans put up a 
single tally in the fifth and two in the sixth.

Like the opener against Rock Falls, the 
pitching and defense hampered the Trojans. 
Mendota pitchers walked 10 batters and hit 
two, while the defense committed eight errors.

Gonzalez was the starting pitcher for MHS 
and went three innings. He allowed seven 
hits and four earned runs in taking the loss. 
Dylan Tornow, Derek Nanez and Emilio Perez 
followed on the hill.

The Trojans scratched out five hits, getting 
two singles and two RBI from Andres Casta-
neda and a single and a double from Bond. 
Of Dixon’s eight hits, seven were doubles 
and one was a triple.

q Fitzgerald a 1st-teamer, Massey on 2nd, O’Donnell HM

Trojans lose two by 10-run rule

The Mendota Lady Tro-
jans traveled to Byron for 
a Big Northern Conference 
soccer matchup and the host 
team claimed a 4-0 victory.

Eli Avila was in goal 
for Mendota and had seven 
saves.

***
Mendota played on its 

home turf for the first time 
this season and Oregon came 
away with a 1-0 victory.

The Lady Trojans created 
multiple chances to score 
in the second half, but just 

weren’t able to find the back 
of the net.

Avila had 13 saves in goal.
***

Dixon blanked Mendota, 
10-0, on April 29 at Dixon.

Avila had 11 goal saves 
for the Lady Trojans.

MHS girls blanked in 3 BNC contests

SPRINGFIELD – Boaters 
are heading out on the water 
on pleasant spring days, 
and Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) 
Conservation Police are 
reminding boat owners and 
operators to check their 
watercraft and their safety 
checklist to avoid encoun-
tering problems on Illinois 
lakes and rivers this boating 
season.

“No matter when you 
are on the water this season, 
make the safety of you, your 
passengers, and other boaters 
your most important consid-
eration,” said IDNR Office of 
Law Enforcement Director 
Timothy Tyler. “Review a 
boating safety checklist, and 
make sure your boat is tuned 
up and ready for the season 
before you back down the 
boat ramp or push off from 
the dock.”

Some items on the Illinois 
boater safety checklist: 

• Coast Guard-approved 
life jackets/personal floa-
tation devices (PFDs) for 
everyone onboard - and all 
persons under age 13 must 
wear a PFD while a vessel 
is underway;

• If the boat is 16 ft. 
or longer, it must have a 
throwable floatation device 
(ring, cushion with straps) 
available;

• Working fire extinguish-
er properly charged;

Planning some early-season boating? 
Review the safety requirements now

Coast Guard-approved life jackets/personal floatation devices (PFDs) are required 
for everyone onboard - and all persons under age 13 must wear a PFD while a vessel 
is underway.

• Working horn and a 
whistle;

• Navigation lights must 
function properly;

• Fresh flares (whether 
required or not); and

• Current proof of regis-
tration/copy of registration 
application (if required).

IDNR Conservation Po-
lice strictly enforce boating 
safety laws and regulations, 
patrolling Illinois lakes, 
rivers, and other waterways 
throughout the year to en-
courage safe boating and 

prevent boating accidents, 
injuries, and fatalities.

Last year, IDNR Conser-
vation Police investigated 81 
boating accidents involving 
36 injuries and 21 fatalities. 
Conservation Police issued 
863 citations and more than 
3,200 warnings to boaters – 
and arrested more than 100 
boaters on charges of operat-
ing under the influence (OUI).

“Wearing life jackets and 
staying sober while operating 
a boat are two of the most 
important things boaters in 

Illinois must do – for their 
safety and the safety of 
others,” Director Tyler said. 
“Our officers aggressively 
enforce the law against 
operating a boat under the 
influence. Our message to 
boat operators is simple:  You 
booze, you lose.”

For more details on boat-
ing in Illinois, check out the 
Handbook of Illinois Boating 
Laws and Responsibilities: 
https://www2.illinois.gov/
dnr/boating/Documents/
BoatDigest.pdf 

Rock Falls outslugs MHS
in softball season opener

EARLVILLE – The 
Little Ten Conference 
soccer coaches have rec-
ognized the following 
players as all-conference 
selections for the 2021 
(spring) season.

Indian Creek: Con-
ference Champions, Con-
ference Tournament Run-
ner-up – **Drew Gaston 
(Sr…F)—28 goals and 
10 assists in 14 games; 
Three-Time Unanimous 
Selection; **Cameron 
Russell (Sr…MF)—11 
goals and 9 assists in 
11 games; Three-Time 
Unanimous Selection; 
**Brennen McNally 
(Sr…F)—5 goals and 
11 assists in 14 games; 
Repeat Unanimous Se-
lection; **Davis Stryker 
(Sr…D)—Top defender 
for defense that earned 
5 shutouts in 14 games, 
also had 3 goals and 4 as-
sists; Repeat Unanimous 
Selection; Logan Bend 
(Sr…GK)—5 shutouts, 
80 saves and 1.734 GAA 
in 14 games

Earlville: Conference 
Runner-up, Conference 
Tournament Champi-
ons – **Devyn Kennedy 
(Sr…F/MF)—20 goals 
and 9 assists in 9 games 
vs conference opponents; 
Three-Time Unanimous 
Selection; **Jeremy 
Gomez (SR…MF)—5 
goals and 6 assists in 9 
games vs conference op-
ponents; **Bryar Keller 

(Jr…MF)—7 goals in 8 
games vs conference op-
ponents from outside mid 
position; **Garrett Cook 
(So…GK)—3 shutouts, 
45 saves, .833 save % 
and 1.0 GAA in 9 games 
vs conference opponents; 
**Diego Vazquez (So…F/
MF)—15 goals and 8 
assists in 9 games vs con-
ference opponents

Somonauk-Leland 
Coop: Conference 3rd 
Place – **Julio Salgado 
(Sr…MF)—5 goals in 9 
games from left midfield 
position; **Carter An-
drews (Jr…F)—9 goals 
and 3 assists in 9 games; 
**Lance Grandgeorge 
(Fr…MF)—10 goals and 
9 assists in 9 games

Hinckley-Big Rock: 
**Connor Bullard (Sr…
F)—16 goals and 2 assists; 
**Riley Hogan (Sr…
MF/D)—12 goals and 3 
assists

N e w a r k - S e n e c a 
Coop: **Carson Collet 
(Sr…MF)—8 goals and 
4 assists; Repeat Unani-
mous Selection

Serena: Conference 
Tournament 3rd Place 
– **Conner Holdiman 
(Sr…MF)—team leader 
in assists and second in 
scoring; Repeat Unani-
mous Selection

DePue-Hall Coop:  
**Jackson Heiden (Sr…
MF)—3 goals and 3 assists

(**Denotes unanimous 
selection)

Indian Creek, Earlville dominate
Little 10 all-soccer selections

Thursday Elks
Youth League

Standings as of April 22 – 1. Team 3 38-14; 
2. Team 5 36-16; 3. Team 2 34-18; 4. Team 4 
24-28; 5. Team 1 21-31

High team game (scratch) – Team 5 864, 
Team 4 598, Team 2 482

High team game (hdcp) – Team 2 1072, 
Team 5 1039, Team 3 1004

High team series (scratch) – Team 5 2534, 
Team 4 1766, Team 2 1313

High team series (hdcp) – Team 2 3083, 
Team 5 3059, Team 4 2975

Boys high game (scratch) – Landon Bauer 
213, Aiden Kent-Tucker 208, Kasen Novak 201

Boys high game (hdcp) – Oliver Turner 268, 
Aiden Kent-Tucker 253, Kayne Schneider 239

Boys high series (scratch) – Landon Bauer 
610, Aiden Kent-Tucker 520, Kasen Novak 499

Boys high series (hdcp) – Oliver Turner 
723, Aiden Kent-Tucker 655, Alex Holland 651

Girls high game (scratch) – Lauren Holland 
166, Gracie Smith 80, Sofia Lemus 34

Girls high game (hdcp) – Lauren Holland 
228, Gracie Smith 223, Sofia Lemus 181

Girls high series (scratch) – Lauren Holland 
427, Gracie Smith 178, Sofia Lemus 55

Girls high series (hdcp) – Lauren Holland 
613, Gracie Smith 607, Sofia Lemus 349

EARLVILLE – The Little Ten 
Conference volleyball coaches have 
recognized the following players 
as all-conference selections for the 
2021 (spring) season.

Newark: Conference Champs, 
Conference Tournament champs – 
**Madi Malone (Sr…OH)—164 
kills, 58 digs, 
99% serving 
with 16 aces 
in 12 match-
es; Four-Time 
U n a n i m o u s 
S e l e c t i o n ; 
**Megan Wil-
liams (Jr…OH)—140 kills, 26 
blocks, 91.7% serving with 27 
aces in 19 matches; Three-Time 
Unanimous Selection; **Taylor 
Christian (Sr…S)—405 assists, 
62 digs, 97% serving with 24 
aces in 19 matches; Repeat Unan-
imous Selection; Cassidy Adams 
(Sr…L)—169 digs, 92% serving 
with 19 aces in 19 matches; KJ 
Friestad (Jr…MB)—56 kills, 15 

blocks, 92% serving in 19 matches
Indian Creek: Conference 

runner-up, Conference Tournament 
Runner-Up – **Audrey Witte (So…
OH)—67 kills, 74 digs, 20 aces in 17 
matches; Repeat Unanimous Selec-
tion; Trysta Foster (Sr…OH)—106 
kills, 55 digs, 93% serving with 27 
aces in 17 matches; Three-Time 
Selection; Kaitlyn Frazier (Jr…L/
DS)—77 digs, 92.66% serving with 
17 aces in 17 matches

Earlville: Conference 3rd Place, 
Conference Tournament 3rd Place 
– **Brynn Guelde (Jr…OH)—92 
kills, 69 digs, 88.8% serving with 18 
aces in 18 matches; Emma Benson 
(Jr…S)—253 assists, 90 digs, 30 
aces in 18 matches

Somonauk: Katelynn Tripp 
(Sr…OH)—53 kills, 64 digs in 18 
matches; Repeat Selection

Serena: Paige Sexton (So…
OH)—89 kills, 31 digs, 17 aces, 14 
blocks; Repeat Selection

(** Denotes unanimous selec-
tion)

Little 10 coaches select top
volleyball players for spring

BOWLING
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Birds of a feather flock together: Understanding the social behaviors of birds

Pet owners often form close bonds 
with their animal companions. 
Owners of feathered friends might 

be pleased to learn that this relationship is 
reciprocal, as birds can form strong bonds 
with their owners and other non-human 
members of their household.

Debra Turner, aviary manager of the 
Schubot Center for Avian Health at the Texas 
A&M College of Veterinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences, says different species 
of birds exhibit different social behaviors.

“Parrots, chickens, canaries, and pigeons 
are all very flock oriented. Raptors, like hawks 
and owls, are not as social or flock oriented,” 
added Dr. Sharman Hoppes, a professor 
emerita affiliated with the Schubot Center.

Since most birds are prey animals, they 
tend to be more alert and nervous around new 
people and elements in their environment. 
However, Hoppes says pet birds hand-raised 
by humans will often become imprinted on 
their owner and behave differently.

“Birds see their owners as part of the 
flock. This can lead to a very close bonding 
relationship that is fun and entertaining in 
homes,” Hoppes said. “But in some cases, 
birds may see their owner as a mate; this 
stimulates abnormal reproductive behavior 
affecting nesting, chronic egg-laying, and 
territorial behaviors.

“In some cases, an unhealthy relationship 
with the owner can lead to health issues such 
as cloacal prolapse and hypocalcemia from 
laying too many eggs,” she said.

Another issue that may arise from the 
bond between bird and owner is they may 
become protective of and bite individuals 

who get too close to their imprinted human. 
They may also become protective of their 
cage or defensive if they feel threatened, also 
leading to biting.

Flock-oriented birds have evolved to live 
with other members of their species and form 
social relationships with other birds. If only 
one bird is adopted, being alone all day in a 
cage may become stressful.

“Luckily, our birds will often see people 
and other pets such as dogs and cats as part 
of their flock, so having other animals in the 
home and lots of activities for them (such as 
enrichment, toys, foraging for food) will help 
keep them busy when alone,” said Hoppes.

More than one?
While the bond between an animal and 

their human is important, considering the re-
lationships between pets is also an important 
part of making sure your home is a happy and 
healthy environment. Some bird species are 
often adopted and kept in groups.

Hoppes said we must remember birds are 
flock animals when adopting. “A bird in the 

wild would never be alone, so being alone 
all day in a cage can be stressful,” she noted.

Turner says  when adopting multiple 
birds, owners should be mindful of the rela-
tionships between their birds to ensure a safe 
environment. “Subtle signs of a not overly 
happy pair of birds might be each sitting on 
opposite ends of a perch or the dominant bird 
not letting the other bird perch at the same 
height,” she explained. “The dominant bird 
may not let the other bird approach the food 
dish and in the worst-case, outright physically 
attack the other bird. Some birds might not 
ever get along and two cages would be the 
best option for them. They could come out 
for playtime, but each would have their own 
‘home’ to return to.”

When introducing a second bird, the new 
bird should receive a health exam from a vet-
erinarian before entering the house or room 
where your current bird resides. The veteri-
narian will test for diseases like Chlamydia, 
which also affects humans; Psittacine Beak 
and Feather; or Avian bornavirus. 

“Once the new bird arrives, house the bird 
in a separate cage and adjust proximity to the 
current bird to start acclimation,” Turner said. 
“Over time, the pair will become used to each 
other and eventually may be housed together. 
The inside of a pet birdcage is a microenvi-
ronment that is very near and dear to a bird, 
who could display possessive nature toward 
their home space. When introducing two birds 
together, a new cage, or an old cage that has 
been thoroughly cleaned with perching and 
toys repositioned, would be helpful to reduce 
the possessive tendencies of one bird against 
the new bird entering the space.” 

Although birds may form positive social 
relationships with the other animal members 
of their household, it is important to remember 
that birds are prey animals and should not be 
left alone when out of their cage around even 
the most well-meaning dog or cat. Mediating 
interactions between pets reduces the risk of 
either animal getting hurt.

Turner also says owners should position 
their bird’s enclosure out of reach from ex-
ploring dogs and cats. This can help reduce 
stress for your bird and prevent an acciden-
tally tipped cage. As with any other pet, she 
said birds are highly intelligent creatures who 
need stimulation and enrichment, for their 
mental and physical well-being.

“In the right home, a bird can be your best 
friend and one of your longest relationships, 
but they a very high-maintenance pet to keep 
healthy and happy,” Hoppes added. “Before 
you get a bird, you should do research on the 
type of bird and their specific needs and have 
a relationship with a veterinarian comfortable 
caring for your bird.”

Pet Talk is a service of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences, 
Texas A&M University.

Feline facts to purr 
over before adopting 

Shelters often are the first stop for people who 
want to adopt pets. Although shelters do their 
best to get animals into loving homes, the Hu-

mane Society says about three million cats and dogs 
are euthanized in shelters each year. Sadly, 80 percent 
of those animals are healthy, treatable and adoptable.

Learning what makes cats tick and their needs can 
help people decide if cats are right for them. It also helps 
to know the feline behaviors that can be problematic or 
require correction in a home. 

The following facts about cats are courtesy of MSN, 
Fact Retriever and Purina food company.

• Cats are very good at hearing sounds and their eye-
sight is also exceptional. Cats have 32 ear muscles that 
allow for “directional hearing.” Humans only have six 
ear muscles. Cats also can rotate their ears 180 degrees.

• Developmen-
tally, the first year 
of a cat’s life is 
equal to the first 
15 years of a hu-
man’s. After its 
second year, a cat 
is the equivalent 
of 25 in human 
years.

• Domesticated 
cats can spend 
about 70 percent 
of the day sleep-
ing. Another 15 
percent is spent 
grooming.

• Cats have 
something called 
a “righting re-
flex.” The eyes 
and balance or-
gans in the inner ear tell cats where they are in space so 
they can land on their feet helping them survive falls, 
some from more than 32 stories.

• The meow is not something cats innately produce 
to interact with other cats. Rather, cats began to meow 
to communicate with humans.

• Spayed and neutered cats live longer than non-
fixed cats, likely because they do not get lost or injured 
trying to mate.

• Declawing cats is illegal in many countries but not 
the U.S. Cats scratch at items, so they need scratching 
posts and other outlets for this.

• Cats will rub against people not only to be affec-
tionate but also to mark territory with scent glands 
around their faces.

• Cat litters can be between one and nine kittens, so 
it is important to neuter them to prevent overpopulation.

• Cats can often jump up to five times as high as 
their own heights.

• Even though cats have been depicted as drinking 
milk, dairy can give them an upset stomach and gas. 
Provide water instead.

Cognitive decline in aging dogs: What to know
Just as humans may de-

velop neurodegenerative 
conditions such as Alzhei-
mer’s  as they grow older, 
our aging canine friends also 
can develop dementia. 

In dogs, dementia is also 
referred to as canine cogni-
tive dysfunction syndrome 
(CCDS), a complex of be-
havioral and neurological 
symptoms the prevalence 
of which increases with age.

Dr. Brian Gray Barnett, 
a veterinary research fellow 
in the Texas A&M College 
of Veterinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences and 
member of the Dog Aging 
Project research team, says 
as the level of veterinary 
care we provide canine 
companions improves, the 
number of dogs affected by 
CCDS rises as well. This 
is because the biggest risk 
factor for developing CCDS 
is age, with onset usually 
occurring between 12 and 
15 years old.

“One study found that 
28% of 11- to 12-year-
old dogs and 68% of 15- 
to 16-year-old dogs have 
CCDS,” said Barnett. “A 
similar study found that 
22.5% of dogs over the age 
of 9 years show impairment.”

CCDS can present in 
many ways, so it is important 
for owners to familiarize 
themselves with all possible 
signs. Many symptoms of 
CCDS may also indicate 
other conditions, so owners 
should seek veterinary ad-
vice to rule out other diseases 
before concluding that their 
dog is affected by CCDS.

Barnett says owners can 
use the acronym DISHAL to 
remember specific signs to 
look out for. This stands for 
disorientation, interactions, 
sleep-wake cycle changes, 
house soiling, activity chang-
es, and learning difficulties/
memory loss:

• Disorientation: May in-
clude staring blankly at walls 
or floors, getting trapped in 
corners or behind furniture, 
going to the wrong side of 
the door, etc.

• Interactions: May in-

clude abnormal interactions 
with familiar people or pets. 
This could be witnessed as 
aggression, irritability or a 
change in frequency of social 
interaction.

• Sleep-wake cycle chang-
es: May include increased 
sleeping during the day and/
or increased difficulty sleep-
ing through the night.

• House soiling: May 
include urinating or defecat-
ing in areas previously kept 
clean, decreased signaling to 
the owner when they need to 
go out, or eliminating inside 
directly after coming in from 
outside.

• Activity changes: May 
include decreased activity, 
increased time spent resting, 
and increased repetitive 
activity such as pacing, 
wandering aimlessly and 
walking in circles. Changes 
in activity may be triggered 
by anxiety associated with 
certain people, places or 
situations.

• Learning difficulties/
memory loss: May include 
being slow to or unable to 
learn new tasks or tricks or 
difficulty performing previ-
ously learned tasks or tricks.

“While any of these signs 
could be seen as a first sign 
of CCDS, one study found 

that disturbances in the 
sleep-wake cycle were more 
prevalent in the early stages 
of CCDS than altered inter-
actions and disorientation,” 
Barnett said.

Barnett stresses that each 
dog is different and may 
have a different progres-
sion of symptoms. The first 
symptoms will typically be 
milder and worsen as the 
disease progresses. If an 
owner suspects that their dog 
is presenting any of these 
symptoms, they should bring 
their concerns to the attention 
of a veterinarian.

“Their veterinarian will 
have the best plan to iden-
tify the underlying cause of 
the behavioral changes and 
find the best intervention,” 
he said. “This can include 
treating a contributing med-
ical condition, maintaining a 
consistent routine, reducing 
environmental stress factors, 
introducing enrichment ac-
tivities, changing diet, and 
recommending specific sup-
plements and medications 
when appropriate.”

CCDS is unfortunately 
a progressive disease with 
no effective treatment yet 
developed to significantly 
reverse its effects. As such, 
the current standard of care 

aims to delay progression.
Luckily, veterinary re-

searchers, such as those 
working with the Dog Aging 
Project, are hard at work 
studying the aging mecha-
nisms of our furry friends 
with the goal of understand-
ing the underlying cause 
of CCDS to develop better 
strategies for diagnosis and 
treatment.

The Dog Aging Project, a 
multi-institutional endeavor 
funded by the National In-
stitute on Aging, is the most 
ambitious canine science 
initiative in the world.

Led by researchers at Tex-
as A&M and the University 
of Washington, the Dog Ag-
ing Project team will follow 
tens of thousands of com-
panion dogs for 10 years in 
order to identify factors that 
maximize healthy longevity 
and help future generations 
of dogs live the best lives 
possible.

CCDS is one of many 
conditions that will be helped 
by this research.

“We are learning more 
and more about the changes 
that happen in the nervous 
system in dogs with CCDS,” 
Barnett said. “Further un-
derstanding not only might 
allow us to better diagnose 
and treat CCDS, but we may 
be able to apply these find-
ings to Alzheimer’s disease 
in humans.”

The Dog Aging Project 
is an innovative initiative 
that brings together a com-
munity of dogs, owners, 
veterinarians, researchers, 
and volunteers to carry out 
the most ambitious canine 
science project in the world. 
The work is centered on 
two fundamental goals: 
understanding how genes, 
lifestyle, and environment 
influence aging and interven-
ing to increase healthspan, 
the perios of life spent free 
from disease. 

Dogs of all ages, from 
around the U.S., purebred 
and mixed breed dogs, are 
invited to join the Dog Aging 
Project. Nominate your dog 
at dogagingproject.org.

Follow us!
www.ancarevet.com

1205 6th Ave. • Mendota, IL
815-539-3844 
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ENTERTAINMENT
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(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
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(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Is it true that actress 
Jessica Chastain will be play-
ing both Tammy Wynette 
and Tammy 
Faye Bak-
ker? -- C.P.

A: Jessi-
ca Chastain 
made her 
professional 
acting debut 
in 2004 with 
a guest-star appearance on 
the hit medical drama “ER.” 
She’s so good, it’s shocking 
that she hasn’t won an Oscar. 
She’s come awfully close 
with back-to-back Acade-
my Award nominations for 
her roles in “The Help” and 
“Zero Dark Thirty.” 

Chastain will play the 
mascara-caked, publicly 
humiliated pastor’s wife 
Tammy Faye Bakker in the 
upcoming biopic film “The 
Eyes of Tammy Faye.” An-
drew Garfield (“The Amaz-
ing Spider-Man”) will play 
her televangelist husband 
Jim Bakker, while Vincent 
D’Onofrio (“Full Metal 
Jacket”) takes on the role 
of Jerry Falwell. Chastain, 
who is also one of the film’s 
producers, credits Tammy 
Faye as “a woman ahead of 
her time.” 

In addition to what will 
surely be another chance at 
Oscar with the above proj-

J. Chastain

ect, Chastain also could be 
a contender for an Emmy 
by playing another Tammy 
-- country music legend 
Tammy Wynette. “George 
& Tammy” is in preproduc-
tion for future streaming on 
Spectrum as a limited series. 
It’s based on a book written 
by George Jones and Wyn-
ette’s daughter, Georgette. 
According to Deadline.com, 
“George & Tammy” was 
originally pitched as a feature 
film seven years ago, but was 
later re-envisioned as a se-
ries. It hasn’t been announced 
yet who will play George, but 
regardless, I predict the 2022 
awards season will be very 
kind to Chastain.

***
Q: When is the new Alec 

Baldwin and Kelsey Gram-
mer sitcom coming out? I 
heard that the people who 
wrote “Modern Family” are 
behind it, so it’s got to be 
good. -- C.J.

A: Back in November, 
the dream duo of Baldwin 
and Grammer were picked to 
star in a new ABC comedy 
about two ex-roommates 
who reconnect after their 
egos drove them apart in their 
20s. Unfortunately, ABC was 
reportedly so unimpressed 
after watching the pilot 
episode that it passed on the 
sitcom. Perhaps it will find 
a home on another network 

someday, but for now it’s a 
dead project.

***
Q: I read that there’s 

going to be a sequel to the sit-
com “How I Met Your Moth-
er” starring Hilary Duff. I 
thought she was bringing 
back her Lizzie McGuire 
character in a reboot of that 
show. Is she doing both? 
-- R.R.

A: The return of “Lizzie 
McGuire” was canceled be-
fore it ever really got started 
on Disney+. The streaming 
service didn’t have the same 
creative vision for the show as 
Duff did, so they parted ways. 
Duff was hopeful that Hulu 
would pick up the more adult 
version of “Lizzie McGuire,” 
but that never materialized.

Hulu had another idea, 
however, casting her as the 
lead in “How I Met Your 
Father,” a modern spinoff of 
the long-running CBS sitcom 
“HIMYM,” which starred 
Josh Radnor and Cobie 
Smulders. Hulu has already 
ordered 10 episodes, so Duff 
should feel pretty confident 
after the big letdown that was 
her original baby. 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

• Trivia Test •
1. GEOGRAPHY: Once known 

as the Gilbert Islands, what is the 
current name of the island nation?

2. ADVERTISING SLOGANS: 
What product’s slogan is, “It gives 
you wings”?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was 
the first president to die in office?

4. MOVIES: What was the 
town’s name in the movie “It’s a 
Wonderful Life”?

5. ANATOMY: In what part of 
the human body is the ulna located?

6. TELEVISION: Which 1960s 
sitcom featured the catchphrase, 
“Sorry about that, chief”?

7. HISTORY: In which century 
did England’s War of the Roses 
take place?

8. LITERATURE: The setting 

of which children’s book is a place 
called Puddleby-on-the-Marsh?

9. MATH: What Arabic num-
ber is represented by the Roman 
numerals DCIX?

10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What does a cytologist study?

Answers
1. Kiribati
2. Red Bull
3. William Henry Harrison
4. Bedford Falls
5. Forearm
6. “Get Smart”
7. 15th
8. “The Story of Dr. Dolittle”
9. 609
10. Cells
(c) 2021 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

Strange
But True

By Lucie Winborne
* Are you a fan of hot pep-

pers? One you might want to 
avoid is the Dragon’s Breath 
chili pepper, which could 
kill you by causing a type of 
anaphylactic shock, burning 
and even closing your airway. 
But Mike Smith, its inventor, 
never intended it to be eaten: 
It was actually developed for 
use as a topical numbing agent 
for people who are allergic to 
regular anesthetics.

* Only two countries use 
the color purple in their na-
tional flags -- Dominica and 
Nicaragua.

* Steven Spielberg’s ad-
aptation of Peter Benchley’s 
“Jaws” made a lot of folks 
afraid to go back in the water, 
but perhaps what they should 
have been more concerned 
about is the fact that the sea is 
also home to nearly 200,000 
different kinds of viruses!

* It is illegal to enter the 
House of Parliament while 
wearing a suit of armor.

* The first person to be 
charged with driving too fast 
was Walter Arnold, of the En-
glish village Paddock Wood 
in Kent. On Jan. 28, 1896, he 
clocked in at four times the 
speed limit in his Benz -- or a 
whopping 8 mph. A constable 
chased him down on a bicycle 
and issued Arnold a ticket.

* Just as earth has earth-
quakes, the moon has -- you 
guessed it -- moonquakes. 
While less common and 
less intense than the shakes 
we know and dread, they’re 
believed to result from tidal 
stresses connected to the dis-
tance between the two bodies.

* The Elysia cf. marginata, 
a type of sea slug, can not only 
survive decapitation, but grow 
an entire new body afterward.

* Pineapple works as a 
natural meat tenderizer. It’s 
packed with the enzyme bro-
melain, which breaks down 
protein chains.

***
Thought for Today: “Tow-

ering genius disdains a beaten 
path. It seeks regions hitherto 
unexplored.” -- Abraham 
Lincoln

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Here 
we go again! Remember 
when HBO Max consid-
ered dropping “Gone With 
the Wind” from its playlist 
because a film director of 
color objected to the depic-
tion of slaves in that classic 
film? Now an article in The 
National Review called 
TCM Movies “an enemy 
of film watchers because 
they’ve succumbed to po-
litical fashion because of 
films that were made before 
‘wokeness.’ This process 
reexamines the vagaries of 
art with disapproval. They’re 
looking for flaws, errors and 
offenses.” The internet has 
given voice to people who 
have a right to opine but not 
to demand censorship. Such 
as the those who suggested 
“Grease” be banned because 
it was “sexist, homophobic 
and slut shaming.” 

TCM hosts often appear 
before or after films with 
comments about the making 
of the film or its stars, but 
they also can go too far. Many 
were shocked to hear three of 
the hosts complaining about 
how “My Fair Lady” ended. 
One of the female hosts sug-

H. Mirren

gested Eliza Doolittle wasn’t 
forceful enough with Henry 
Higgins, and she seemed dis-
satisfied not knowing if they 
married and 
lived happi-
ly ever af-
ter. “My Fair 
Lady” was 
released in 
1965, won 
10 Acade-
my Awards, 
including best picture, actor 
and director. George Bernard 
Shaw, the author of “Pygma-
lion,” the play from which 
the mega-hit Broadway show 
and film were based, was ad-
amant that “Eliza emancipate 
herself and not relapse, she 
must retain her pride and 
triumph to the end.”

Today’s “cancel culture” 
is purporting to judge great 
films made before our so-
called wokeness, films that 
depict THEIR times, but with 
the morals and ways of our 
times. To presume to white-
wash these visions of life in 
those period pieces is absurd. 
“Gone With the Wind” told 
a story about the Civil War 
based on a novel, not a text-
book. “My Fair Lady” was 
Shaw’s vision of his times, 

not a true story. “Grease” is 
what it is ... a writer’s view 
of teenagers in 1959. We 
need to do something to stop 
this “cancel culture” before 
all the great films and books 
have been picked apart ... as 
in Ray Bradbury’s brilliant 
“Fahrenheit 451,” which was 
about burning books because 
the government wanted to 
keep people illiterate!

Would you rewrite your 
own family history because 
you don’t like how it unfold-
ed, and edit out the parts you 
don’t like?

***
Speaking of classics, 

Oscar-winning actress Helen 
Mirren (for “The Queen”), 
now 75, hits big screens 
June 25 in “F9,” followed 
by “”White Bird: A Wonder 
Story,” with Gillian Ander-
son, before taking on Golda 
Meir in “Golda.” Nobody 
has played the former Israeli 
prime minister since Ingrid 
Bergman won an Emmy for 
“A Woman Named Golda” 
(1982). Meir lived to be 80, 
leaving “lots of wiggle room” 
for Mirren. 

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Amy Anderson

From a Cinderella story 
(“Ever After,” with Drew 
Barrymore as cute as a button) 
to ruthless, empire-building 
strategy that plays out over 
years (“Game of Thrones,” 
anyone?), people just love 
royalty. However, there’s one 
family that seems to captivate 
Western attention again and 
again: the throne keepers of 
Merry Old England.

In any grocery store aisle 
you’ll see magazines filled 
with stories of William and 
Kate, Harry and Meghan, and 
a solitary Queen Elizabeth 
mourning the recent loss 
of husband Prince Phillip. 
Some 750 million people 
tuned in to watch Lady Diana 
wed Prince Charles. And that 
was 1981! Here is a royal 
flush of films to satiate your 
need for nobility.

“Elizabeth” -- The most 
fascinating of the English 
queens, Elizabeth I (Cate 
Blanchette), rises to the throne 
upon the death of her half sister 
Mary. The prevailing advice 
is for Elizabeth to marry in 
order to solidify her claim of 

the crown. She instead carries 
on an affair with an English 
lord (Joseph Fiennes). But her 
court is awash in conspiracy 
and intrigue, so with the help 
of her ruthless adviser Frances 
Walsingham (Geoffrey Rush), 
Elizabeth establishes her place 
as the “Virgin Queen,” who 
needs no man.

“Mary, Queen of Scots” 
-- A liberal dose of history and 
two fantastically intriguing 
characters converge in this 
film that chronicles two strong 
women’s struggle to find re-
spect in 16th-century England 
and Scotland. Margot Robbie 
is Queen Elizabeth I, unable 
to conceive and so with a ten-
uous command of the English 
crown. Saoirse Ronan is Mary, 
the Catholic queen returned 
from France to take her place 
on the Scottish throne.

“Victoria & Abdul” -- 
Dame Judy Dench dons the 
crown as Queen Victoria. Ali 
Fazal plays Abdul Karim, 
a Muslim clerk from India 
dispatched to the court of 
Victoria to present her an 
honor: a gold coin printed 
with her likeness. Abdul is 

a welcome change from the 
suffocating pleasing of the 
courtiers, and Victoria adopts 
him as a friend, a friendship 
not without adversity.

“The King’s Speech” 
-- Colin Firth (himself a 
bit of dreamy English star 
royalty) takes the central 
role as Prince Albert, future 
king of England, George VI. 
He suffers from a debilitating 
stutter for which he employs 
an Australian speech ther-
apist (Geoffrey Rush). The 
film -- a Best Picture Oscar 
winner -- follows their long 
relationship, from the days 
before his older brother 
abdicates the throne through 
the preparation to deliver his 
most monumental of speech-
es: Britain’s declaration of 
war on Nazi Germany.

“The Queen” -- In a 
sublime performance, Hel-
en Mirren captures Queen 
Elizabeth II in the days 
surrounding and following 
the death of Diana, Princess 
of Wales, in a car accident 
in Paris. 

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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God has a great 
plan for each person’s 
life, and He wants us 
to enjoy every day of 
our lives. But we can’t 
do it if we live in fear 
and lack confidence. 
Confidence is the be-
lief that you’re able to 
do what you need to 
do or what you want 
to do. God gives us 
confidence, but we 
need to know how to 
access it by faith. 

God-given confi-
dence is actually the 
grace of God. We 
usually hear grace 
defined as God’s un-
deserved favor or God 
doing something for 

Have confidence every day of your life!
you that you don’t de-
serve. But it’s really 
more than that. 

It was life-chang-
ing for me to learn 
that grace is also 
God’s power, freely 
given to me, to enable 
me to do with ease 
what I could never do 
on my own with any 
amount of struggle or 
effort.

Think about this for 
a minute. Everyone 
who accepts Christ as 
their Savior is taught 
that we’re saved by 
grace through faith. 
Ephesians 2:8 (ESV) 
says, “For by grace 
you have been saved 

through faith. And 
this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of 
God.”

But the same way 
we are saved is the 
way we are supposed 
to live. In other words, 
once we are born 
again, God wants us 
to do everything in 
life by grace through 
faith. 

This has been one 
of the greatest revela-
tions of my life. I re-
member how exciting 
it was to realize that 
God is not just there to 
help us when we have 
an emergency. God 
wants to be involved 
in every single thing 
we do on a day-to-day 
basis. 

There’s  nothing 
you’re involved in 
that God doesn’t care 
about, and He wants 
you to pray and ask 
Him to help you with 
every detail of your 
life. He doesn’t want 
you to live striving in 
your own effort to do 
anything. God wants 
to be your close, per-
sonal, intimate friend.

I was a Christian 
for years before I 
learned how to access 
God’s  grace—His 
power—to live my 
everyday life. First, I 
had to get an under-
standing that once I 
was saved, God didn’t 
expect me to live right 
by my own strength. 

Just as I couldn’t 
“ e a r n ”  s a l v a t i o n 
th rough  my  own 
works or effort, I 
also couldn’t really 
change my heart or 
behavior in my own 
strength. Jesus says 
in John 15:4 (NIV), 
“No branch can bear 
fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you re-
main in me.”

Every day we need 
to come to God and 
tell Him, “God, I can 
do nothing without 
You. Nothing in my 
life is going to work 
without You. Apart 
from You, there is 
nothing good in me. 
My confidence is in 
You. I need You all the 
time. I believe You 
and trust You, Lord.” 

When we humble 
ourselves before God 
and ask Him for help, 
we can access His 
grace through faith.

To help you do 
that, I want to share 
three things that com-
monly short-circuit 
our faith, cutting off 
our access to God’s 
power: complaining, 
self-pity and pride.

• Complaining is a 
negative attitude that 
keeps us from being 
thankful for all God 
has done, what He’s 
doing, and what He 
will do. It is a sin we 
need to repent of, and 
then be determined 
to thank God in all 
things, at all times. 
His grace and bless-
ings always outweigh 
the things we think 
are wrong in our life.

• Self-pity is simply 
a “poor me” attitude. 
It is a form of idolatry 
because it causes you 
to focus on yourself 

and think,  “What 
about me?” But we 
can’t be pitiful and 
powerful at the same 
time, so let’s decide to 
give up all self-pity.

• Pride takes credit 
for what God has done 
and steals His glory. It 
makes us independent 
of God, and we can’t 
bear good fruit apart 
from Christ.

Before I learned 
how to live my life by 
God’s grace, I was a 
mess. I was a nagging 
wife, manipulative 
and controlling. And 
I  wasn’t  satisfied 
living like that. Then 
God helped me by 
opening my eyes to 
see that I couldn’t 
really change until 
I started taking His 
Word seriously, trust-
ing Him to change 
me. 

When I made a 
firm decision to pray 
and study the Word 
in areas I was weak 
until the truth made 
me strong, then God’s 
grace gave me the 
power I needed to 
overcome the things 
that were wrong. And I 
keep going forward in 
my journey with God 
the same way today.

God has all the 
power you need to do 
anything you need to 
do. He loves you and 
wants to give you His 
power to live your 
everyday life with 

joy. Lean on Him 
with absolute trust 
in His wisdom and 
goodness, and you’ll 
live with God-given 
confidence!

***
For more on this 

topic, order Joyce’s 
five-teaching CD se-
ries Bold, Confident 
& Courageous. You 
can also contact us 
to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer  is 
a New York Times 
bestsell ing author 
and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministr ies, 
Inc. She has authored 
130 books, includ-
ing BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and 
her newest devotion-
al  QUIET TIMES 
WITH GOD (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday 
Life radio and TV 
programs, which air 
on hundreds of sta-
tions worldwide. For 
more information, 
visit www.joycemey-
er.org.

Please note: The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.  
In-person & on Facebook  

May 6 - 8:30-11 a.m. Garage Sale 
workday in Memorial Building,

Pastor Mary leads worship at Heritage 
Health

May 9 - 9 a.m. Worship in-person 
(registration-call 815-538-5587, masks and 
social distancing required), and online on 

Facebook
May 11 - 8:30-11 a.m. Garage Sale 

workday in Memorial Building

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.  
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

May 9 - Mother’s Day, 10 a.m. Worship 
in-person and on Facebook Live, 

11 a.m. Fellowship
May 11 - 5 p.m. Boy Scouts

May 12 - 7 p.m. Bible study on Zoom

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.
No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
 (815) 503-1273
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road  

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
 “Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  
Worship services are available 

weekly online through 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Please check out our 
website and our Facebook page 

for more information as we 
transition back to in-person 

worship.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut   
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Ecclesiastes in 
the Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. The King James translation 

of the Bible contains more than 
how many references to gems 

and precious stones? 
100, 500, 1,700, 2,200

3. Which book recounts the 
story of the Israelites wander-
ing in the desert for 40 years? 

Titus, Hebrews, James, Romans
4. From 2 Samuel 14, how 

many shekels did Absalom’s 
hair weigh after he cut it off? 

2, 10, 50, 200
5. Two hundred shekels 

weighed around how many 
pounds by royal standard in 

biblical times? 1/2, 1, 3, 5
6. Where did Jesus attend a 

wedding where the wine was 
exhausted? 

Sardis, Antioch of Syria, Joppa, 
Cana of Galilee

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) 1,700; 
3) Hebrews; 4) 200; 5) 5; 6) Cana of 

Galilee

=NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley



MARKETPLACE
Wednesday, May 5, 2021B6 • The Mendota Reporter

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S 
& VANS

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LTZ 
4x4, Silver ............................$33,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4, LT, 
Maroon ................................$30,900 

2016 Chevy Equinox LT AWD,  
Blue  ....................................$13,900 

2016 Chevy Equinox FWD LTZ, 
White  ..................................$13,500

2019 GMC Acadia, AWD, SLE, 
4,200 miles, Maroon .......... $29,500

2019 Buick Encore Preferred FWD,  
White .................................. $17,500

2018 Chevy 1500 4x4 Crew Cab Z71 
LT, Leather, Silver, 33K miles . $37,900

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT 4x4 
Z71, Silver ........................... $35,900

2018 Buick Envision, 48K, Essence,  
AWD, Maroon.......................$21,500 

2017 Chevrolet K-1500 Crew 4x4 LT, 
Leather, Pepperdust, 63K miles......$32,900

2017 Chevy Traverse LTZ, AWD, 51K 
miles, White.............................$27,900 
 2016 Chevy Impala LTZ, 66K miles, 
Silver....................................$17,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 
Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process
• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2018 Chevy 1500 4x4 Crew Cab Z71 LT w/leather, 33K miles, GM Certified 1-owner, 
local trade that’s nicely equipped! Tonneau cover, bed liner, running boards & more!

$37,900

2018 Chevy 1500 4x4 Crew Cab Z71 
LT, Leather, Silver, 33K miles

Found outside of  
Troy Grove

Parakeet (yellow/blue/
black/white in color)

Call 815-539-7852 
or 815-878-7852

Found:
Small black & white 

Cat. Wearing a white 
flea collar. Very 

friendly. Probably 
indoor cat.

Call 815-539-
6318

05
05

20
21

MAINTENANCE 
MECHANIC WANTED

Responsibilities include:  preventative 
maintenance on mechanical equipment 
and machines, use of hand and power 
tools necessary, electrical experience 
a plus, perform daily inspections of 

premises  and equipment. Send resume  
to Box 619 Mendota Ill 61342

12072020

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 19, 
2021 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses 
of all persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as 
DTC Bookkeeping 
located at 528 Fort 
Street Ottawa, IL. 
61350.
Dated: April 20, 2021. 
Tonya M. Willey 
Applicant.
No. 0406 (April 28, May 
5, 12, 2021)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Proposed 

Tariff Changes
Gas Service Schedule 

Ill. C. C. No. 2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois 

Company d/b/a Ameren 
Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or 
Company) hereby gives 
notice to the public 
that on April 8, 2021, 
it filed with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission 
(ICC or Commission) 
evidence (direct 
testimony) regarding 
the reconciliation of 
revenues and costs 
under the Company’s 
Purchased Gas 
Adjustment (PGA) 
Rider with costs 
incurred in connection 
with the cost of gas 
from January 1, 2020 
through December 31, 
2020.  The evidence 
is applicable to Rate 
Zone I (formerly the 
AmerenCIPS service 
territory), Rate Zone 
II (formerly the 

AmerenCILCO service 
territory) and Rate 
Zone III (formerly the 
AmerenIP service 
territory); and may 
result in changes in its 
rates and charges with 
respect to gas delivery 
services throughout the 
Company’s gas service 
territory in Illinois.  The 
changes in rates and 
charges will take effect 
after hearings and after 
the Commission issues 
its final Order.
The Commission 
docketed the filing as 
Docket No. 20-0875. 
A copy of the evidence 
may be inspected at the 
Ameren Illinois offices 
located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois 
or online at www.icc.
illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested 
in this matter may 
obtain information with 
respect thereto either 
directly from Ameren 
Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the 
Illinois Commerce 
Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, 
Springfield, Illinois 
62706.
AMEREN ILLINOIS 
COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, 
President & CEO
No. 0407 (April 28, May 
5, 2021)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF  
THIRTEENTH  

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LA SALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )
OF )No.2021
THE )P 80
ESTATE )
OF: )
KENNETH J. )
HENKEL, ) deceased.

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of KENNETH 
J. HENKEL of Mendota, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on April 
14, 2021 to  Ronald 
Henkel of 502 13th Ave-
nue, Mendota, IL 61342 
whose attorney is Guil-
foyle & Stevenson, LLP, 
1316 Meriden Street, 
Mendota, IL 61342.
CLAIMS against the 
estate may be filed in 
the Office of the La-
Salle County Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madi-
son Street, Ottawa, IL 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on 
or before October 31, 
2021.  If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a creditor 
of the decedent, the 
creditor’s claim may 
be filed on or before 
the date stated in the 
notice, if later than the 
date shown above.  Any 
claim not filed within the 
time allowed is barred.
COPIES of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in ten days after it has 
been filed.
No. 0408 (April 28, May 
5, May 12)

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TIMESHARE ESTATE 
OR ESTATES UNDER 
SECTION 10-50 OF 
THE ILLINOIS REAL 
ESTATE TIMESHARE 
ACT OF 1999

By virtue of the 
timeshare instrument 
of the Fox River Resort, 
2558 N. 3653 Road, 
Sheridan, Illinois 60551 
and 770 ILCS 103/1-
15 et. seq. establishing 
managing entity liens 
for failure to pay 
assessments and other 
costs on the timeshare 
estates held by the 
owners of the timeshare 
estates listed below, 
and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same 
will be sold at public 
auction starting at 11 
o’clock a.m. on May 
25, 2021, at the east 
entrance of Etna Road 
Government Complex, 
707 Etna Road, Ottawa, 
IL 61350.

Each timeshare estate 
is a 1.923% and/or 
0.9615% undivided 
interest (each, a “Unit”) 
as tenant-in-common 
at Fox River Resort, 
a vacation ownership 
project in LaSalle 
County, Illinois, as per 
the recorded plat(s) 
thereof and according 
to the Amended and 
Restated Declaration 
of Restrictions, 
Covenants and 
Conditions recorded 
under File No. 
R2000 31258 and 
any Supplemental 
Declarations recorded 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds, 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
as supplemented 
and amended from 
time to time (the 
“Declaration”), together 
with the exclusive right 
to occupy the Unit 
during the designated 
Use Period Number(s), 
as said Use Period 
is defined in the 
Declaration, upon 
and subject to all of 
the terms, restrictions, 
covenants, conditions 
and provisions in the 
Declaration.

ARTURO CERDA JR, 
SHARON L CERDA, 
382 W 15TH ST, 
CHICAGO HEIGHTS, 
IL, 60411, according 
to the Deed dated July 
26, 2000 and recorded 
under File No. R2000 
24484, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 9152000, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0104, Use 
Period Number(s) 41, 
Phase 2 

NICOLAS HOMANS, 
TIFFANY BEMENT, 46 

172ND PL, HAMMOND, 
IN, 46324, according to 
the Deed dated April 
27, 2007 and recorded 
under File No. R2007 
15517, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 6282007, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0057O, Use 
Period Number(s) 03, 
Phase 1

TIFFANY D JONES, 
KIMBERLEE J COMBS, 
1500 PENROSE AVE, 
BALTIMORE, MD, 
21223, according to the 
Deed dated February 
23, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
07236, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 4052013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0368, Use 
Period Number(s) 33, 
Phase 3

TIFFANY D JONES, 
KIMBERLEE J 
COMBS, 3137 N 
CALVERT ST BSMT, 
BALTIMORE, MD, 
21218, according to the 
Deed dated February 
23, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
07236, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 4052013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0368, Use 
Period Number(s) 33, 
Phase 3

JERIMIAH MURRAY, 
9333 S EVANS AVE, 
CHICAGO, IL, 60619, 
according to the Deed 
dated July 13, 2013 
and recorded under 
File No. 2013 16989, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 8012013, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0130E, Use Period 
Number(s) 44, Phase 2

THERESA R SMITH, 
1493 WHITMAN CT, 
SCHAUMBURG, IL, 
60173, according to the 
Deed dated October 
03, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
24327, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 10292013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0421, Use 
Period Number(s) 30, 
Phase 7

THERESA R SMITH, 
1493 WHITMAN CT, 
SCHAUMBURG, IL, 
60173, according to the 
Deed dated October 
03, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
24327, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 10292013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0421, Use 
Period Number(s) 34, 
Phase 7

LUIS VALERO, ISABEL 
VALERO, 2923 W 
DIVERSEY AVE, 
CHICAGO, IL, 60647, 
according to the Deed 
dated December 16, 
2006 and recorded 
under File No. R2007 
00684, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 1102007, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0078O, Use 
Period Number(s) 11, 
Phase 1

MICHAEL E 
WILSON, KENYADA 
R I C H A R D S O N 
WILSON, 25623 
S DAFFODIL LN, 
MONEE, IL, 60449, 

according to the Deed 
dated July 20, 2009 
and recorded under 
File No. R2009 29645, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on 12022009, are the 
owners of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly 
described as Unit No. 
0137E, Use Period 
Number(s) 46, Phase 2 

TERMS OF SALE: At 
the time and location 
noted above, the 
timeshare estates listed 
above will be sold at 
public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash. 
The timeshare estates 
will be sold in individual 
lots unless there are no 
individual bidders, in 
which case, they may 
be sold as a group. In 
the event the managing 
entity lienholder or its 
authorized agent is the 
purchaser of one or 
more of the timeshare 
estates, the managing 
entity lienholder or 
its authorized agent 
may offset against the 
purchase price of the 
timeshare estate(s) 
an amount equal to 
all or a portion of the 
amount due under the 
managing entity lien(s) 
(and thus, credit bid).
Other terms may be 
announced at the public 
auction.
Fox River Resort Club, 
An Illinois Not-for-profit 
Corporation
By: Deborah A. Quirk
Its: Agent
No. 0501 (May 5, May 
12, May 19)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 28, 
2021 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses of 
all persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as 
Jason’s Towing & Re-
covery, LLC located at 
4053 E. 2603rd Road 
Sheridan, IL 60551.
Dated: April 29, 2021. 
Jason Orbe Applicant.
Legal No. 0502 (May 2, 
12, 19)

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ASHTON: 503 S 
Richardson Ave. 
Wednesday May 5th, 
2pm-5pm. Thursday 
May 6th, Friday May 
7th, & Saturday May 
8th, 8am-5pm. BIG 
Garage Sale! Various 
Items. (05-05-21)

ROCHELLE: 206 
Joanne Lane. Thursday 
May 6th & Friday May 
7th, 8am-5pm. Old 
Hats, Purses, Jewelry, 
Men & Lady Clothes, 
Shoes, Some Kitchen 
Items, Lots of New & 
Old Books. Too Much to 
Mention. (05-05-21)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Kohler Toilet 2 Piece- 
Complete Bone Color- 
$50.00 Paw Paw 815-
6785-3218. (05-05-21)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

605 605 
VEHICLES WANTEDVEHICLES WANTED

WANTED Junk Cars 
and Trucks. 815-761-
2803. (05-09-21)
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

Mon - Sat: 8-5
Sun: 11-4

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

COMPUTER SALES & SERVICEVETERINARIAN

MENDOTA COMPANION ANIMAL CENTRE
Rt. 251 N. • Mendota  • 815-539-6601

M, T, TH, F 7:30am-6pm • W 8am-Noon
www.mendotavet.com

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

ASPHALT

Commercial & 
Residential
Driveways

Parking Lots
Roads

Tar & Chip
Seal Coating

 Asphalt

Daniel Berchtold
309-361-9562

Up to your knees in algae and muck?

CHILD CARE

Earlville
Early Learning Center

Child Care and Early 
Education for children 

from 6 weeks to 
5 years old

For more information, 
call 815-414-5497 or 

email
aschultz@earlville9.org

Now Enrolling!

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 20+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Rebecca McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker

www.tcrealtysales.net
Evening Phone Numbers

Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker 
708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 
815-539-9255

Jami Bauer, Broker 
815-993-7751

Lori Munson, Broker 
815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 

815-200-2233
Richard McConville, 

Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 

815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 

815-228-2842
Ryan Coss, Broker  
815-830-8636

Helping 
people 

find homes 
since 1983. 

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 

Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated  
Managing Broker
Abigail Vaessen, Broker
815-508-9715

Helping people find homes since 1983.

607 Sixth St., 
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

Attractive 3 Bdr. Home, with 
updated kitchen and bath. Main 

floor bedroom and full bath. Great 
enclosed front porch for more 

living area!

247 Knox Road, Mendota $370,000 
Have you always wanted a cabin in the woods to remind you of the 
Northwoods? Then this beautiful log home is for you. The owner hand-
picked and built this log home using trees from Wi for his dream home. Pride 
of ownership shines throughout. Features include 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath, 
double sided stone fireplace, spiral staircase to loft room with pool table 
for enjoying family time. Loft overlooks the dining, kitchen and living room. 
Sit outside by the fire pit and listen to nature or relax in the hot tub. Also, 
included is a tree house perfect for children to play in or for hunting deer. The 
2 car garage is insulated and heated with workshop area, 3 LP Tanks, open 
metal building for storing your vehicles or a camper!

425 N Jones Ave., Amboy  $169,000
Beautiful and well cared for ranch style home in nice 
subdivision. Features include: 2 car attached garage, 
screened in back porch for entertaining and has storm 
windows, lovely back yard, 8 exterior walls on home, GFA 
with Aprilair furnace humidifier, full basement, central air, 
2 bedrooms, one bath, first floor laundry, front covered 
porch, 8X12 patio. Seller has put $25,000 into home since 
she purchased.

919 Missouri Drive, Dixon $19,500
A HOME BUILDERS DREAM! Double lot located in 
Lost Nation. This is the perfect land to build your dream 
home on. Lots are wooded and close to Lost Lake, Lost 
Nations private 80 acre stocked lake. Lost Nation is a 
gated community with so many opportunities, schedule 
an appointment to see it’s true beauty! Active HOA.

MLS #10908570 
3644 E. 5th Rd., North Utica, IL.   

$187,500 
Located outside of Troy Grove. follow Vermillion St. over 

railroad crossing. Home on left side on curve. Unique 
property sits on 3 acres. 3 car garage, swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, fenced yard for small dogs. 3 bedrooms 2 bath, 
lower level family room with fireplace. Mobile home will 

be removed per LaSalle County Zoning. Call.

MLS#11060314 
2372 Cedar Grove Rd., Mendota   

$194,500
Located outside of Troy Grove. follow Vermillion 
St. over railroad crossing. Home on left side on 

curve. Unique property sits on 3 acres. 3 car 
garage, swimming pool, jacuzzi, fenced yard for 

small dogs. 3 bedrooms 2 bath, lower level family 
room with fireplace. Mobile home will be removed 

per LaSalle County Zoning. Call.

MLS# 11037821  306 S. East St 
Earlville $119,000.  Nice 3 bedroom 
home with large eat in sunny 
kitchen. Large deck on back and 
a closed in front porch. Affordable.  
Can close quickly. Call McConville 
Realty

Thinking 
of Selling? 
Give Us A 

Call!
202 W. SEYMORE ST., SUBLETTE CONTINGENT…............................................…$149,900
206 S. POPLAR ST., SUBLETTE CONTINGENT…............................................…….$129,900
606 W. MAIN ST., SUBLETTE CONTINGENT……..............................................……$128,900
18 N. BLACKSTONE AVE., AMBOY CONTINGENT…...............................................$110,500
25 W. MILTON ST., AMBOY 5 LOTS………………...............................................…….$28,500
109 W. MAIN ST., SUBLETTE COMMERCIAL LOT……..........................................…$20,000

COME SEE US ABOUT WOODHAVEN LAKES PROPERTIES!

Business and building. 
Established floral/giftshop 

for sale-TURN KEY!!

Large 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with fenced yard and 

2 car garage! Sunroom!

NEW LISTING  - GREAT BUILDING 
with good parking & space! Easy 

access with overhead door. Duralast  
roof with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far from 
Int. 39 & 80

Enjoy your day!

LET’S FIND THE RIGHT PLACE FOR YOU! 
3 BDR VINYL SIDED ON CORNER FENCED LOT SOLD..............................................................$69,000
COZY 1-STORY, 2 BDR HOME WITH UPDATES SOLD……...................................................…..$70,000 
RANCH HOME W/FULL BASEMENT NEEDS TLC SOLD……................................................…..$72,000
2 STORY, VINYL /SIDED 3BDR. HOME PENDING…….............................................................… $75,000 
NEAR DOWNTOWN, BRICK 3 BDR. HOME SOLD………..…...................................................…$75,000 
4 BDR, VINYL SIDED ON QUARTER ACRE LOT PENDING…....…..........................................…$84,000
WESTSIDE 3 BDR, 2 BATH, 2-STORY PENDING……........................................................………$94,900
1683 SQ. FT. BRICK HOME, FULL OF CHARM SOLD………..............................................…....$108,900 
NICE 3 BDR. RANCH W/ATTACHED GARAGE PENDING……............................................……$110,000
COUNTRY LIVING ON 2 ACRE PARCEL NEAR OHIO PENDING…............................................$139,900
WESTSIDE,1800 SQ FT RANCH ON CORNER LOT PENDING…...............................................$149,900
BEAUTIFUL UPDATED 3 BDR VICTORIAN PENDING….............................................................$154,900
2300 SQ.FT. BRICK RANCH W/2CAR ATTACHED GARAGE PENDING....................................$180,000
UNIQUE 2-STORY CUSTOM BUILD HOME ON 3-LOTS NEW LISTING………..............................CALL!

LOTS/FARM LAND
BUILDING LOT ON EDGE OF TOWN NEAR MHS SOLD…….…....................................................CALL!
PRIME BUILDING LOT ON CHARLU DR. MENDOTA SOLD…...................................................…CALL!
5 ACRE BUILDING LOT IN COUNTRY SUBDIVISION SOLD……….…..........................................CALL!
1.65 BUILDING LOT NEAR MHS NEW LISTING……….............................................................…..CALL! 
48.3 ACRES FARM LAND WITH CREEK………………..........…….................................……………CALL!

 INCOME PROPERTY
GREAT INVESTMENT PROPERTY 4 UNIT APARTMENT BLDG………............................………..CALL!

CALL OUR OFFICE TODAY! (815) 539-6635
 

FEATURE
 HOME

McConville Realty & 
Auctioneering

612 S. Main St., Mendota
815-539-5673

MLS# 11038258  
1314 Monroe St., Mendota $193,000 

Very nice ranch home with updates. Excellent location. Basement 
partially finished with second bath. 3 bedroom, Spacious kitchen. 
2 car attached garage, Screened in back porch with patio. Garden 

shed. Call for all the amenities.

BUILDING LOTS AVAILABLE TO BUILD YOUR PERFECT HOME! 
BRYANT WOODS PRINCETON - GREAT LOT WITH VIEW OF COUNTRYSIDE - BUILD 
IN THIS PRESTIGIOUS SUBDIVISION......................................................................$29,500

ABBALEE WAY MENDOTA - CLOSE TO MENDOTA GOLF COURSE................$19,900 

REDUCED

NEW  

LISTING
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