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ROCHELLE — One 
driver has passed away 
from her injuries suffered 
in a car accident north of 
Rochelle on the morning 
of May 6, Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Brian VanVickle 
said. 

Paula Groves, 49, 
of Rockford, was pro-
nounced dead just before 4 
p.m. at OSF St. Anthony’s 
Hospital on Monday. 

Rochelle Community 
Hospital, Groves’ em-
ployer, released a state-
ment on its Facebook page 
Tuesday. 

“Paula cared for our 
patients as a respiratory 
therapist and was part of 
the Rochelle Community 
Hospital family for three 
years,” the release said. 
“On behalf of everyone at 
RCH, we want to extend 
our heartfelt thoughts and 
prayers to her family and 
friends during this time of 
grieving now and in the 
days ahead. God bless.”

On May 6 at approxi-

Driver dies from 
accident injuries

One driver involved in a two-vehicle accident on May 
6 has died from her injuries.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

mately 6:48 a.m. deputies 
along with the Rochelle 
and Hillcrest Fire Depart-
ments responded to the 
report of a two-vehicle 
accident with injuries at 
the intersection of Illinois 
251 and Bethel Road. 

A white Chrysler van, 
driven by Ronald Hamil-
ton, 72, of Rockford, was 
driving westbound on 
Bethel Road approaching 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 251. A blue Sat-
urn passenger car driven 
by Groves was driving 
southbound on Illinois 
Route 251 approaching 
the intersection of Bethel 
Road.  

See CRASH page 3

Paula Groves

Headon’s has new owners
BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — Rumors 
that the new owners of 
Headon’s Fine Meats in 
Creston are getting rid of 
brats are unfounded. 

“That would be the 
dumbest thing we could 
do,” new owner Mark Hib-
shman said with a laugh. 
“There’s a lot of rumors 
going around that we’re 
going to change things. It’s 
completely the opposite.”

Hibshman and his son, 
Justin, officially purchased 
Headon’s on April 3 from 
Lyle Headon, who owned 
the business for 50 years. 
Headon sold it because he 
wanted to retire, Mark said. 

The Hibshman family 
has lived in Creston since 

2009 and owns Mark’s 
Stuff across the street from 
the butcher shop, which 
specializes in woodwork-
ing and other items. 

The name, meat, reci-
pes, managers and butchers 
at Headon’s will remain 
the same. 

“It’s truly an honor to 
take it over,” Mark said. 
“Whoever took it over 
was going to take over the 
legacy. The employees are 
extremely happy. It’s busi-
ness as usual. We can’t say 
enough good things about 
being able to do this.”

Any changes to the shop 
will be additions, a lot of 
which are in the works. 
An ice cream parlor has 
already been added inside, 
Justin Hibshman said. 

The Hibshmans have 

experience in other busi-
ness sectors like property 
management and manu-
facturing, but this will be 
their first go around with 
the meat business. They’ll 
have someone to learn 
from. 

“Lyle’s been doing this 
63 years,” Mark said. “It 
will take a long time to learn 
his secrets. He still comes 
in and we communicate 
daily.”

Justin will be handing 
the day-to-day operations 
while Mark works on big 
picture tasks related to 
growing the business. 

Buying a business dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic can be risky, Mark 
said. 

See HEADON page 3

‘Business as usual’ for local meat shop

Justin and Mark Hibshman are the new owners of Headon’s Fine Meats in Creston. 
The father-and-son duo plans to keep business as usual at the local meat store.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — While 
on vacation with his son 
one year, Ken Foss saw 
a little coffee shop with a 
drive thru. 

Then, he owned McK-
endrie Street Cafe in Mt 
Morris.

“I told my son we don’t 
have anything like that in 
Illinois,” Foss said, “I told 
him when he graduated 
from high school, I was go-
ing to open a drive thru cof-
fee. He graduated in 2019 
and I closed the restaurant 
the week after he graduated 
and opened this.”

Black Pearl Coffee Shop 
is open in the Hickory 
Grove parking lot Monday 
through Wednesday from 6 
a.m. until 1 p.m. Foss set 
up shop for the first time 

last month. 
Black Pearl offers vari-

ous coffees, hot chocolate, 
slushies and smoothies. 
Muffins and cookies are 
also on the menu along 
with Hub City-branded 
cups and mugs.

The shop is housed in 
a mobile trailer, which 
Foss uses to sell in other 
towns when he’s not in 
Rochelle. The Stillman Val-
ley resident formerly lived 
in Rochelle for 21 years. 

“The community has 
been awesome,” Foss said. 
“They love me being here. 
There’s times in the morn-
ings where traffic is backed 
up. And I’m just getting 
started. There’s things I 
know I can do to speed 
up the process. It’s all trial 
and error.”

When Foss had his 
Mt. Morris restaurant, he 

Black Pearl sets sail in the ‘Hub City’
Coffee shop receiving warm welcome from Rochelle community

worked on the concept of 
Black Pearl with his cus-
tomers in his parking lot 
and got feedback from cus-

tomers. Before COVID-19 
he participated in a lot of 
fairs and festivals. During 
the pandemic he was able 

to operate due to being 
licensed as a drive thru. 

See PEARL page 3

Ken Foss is the owner of the drive-thru coffee shop Black Pearl, which is open in 
the Hickory Grove parking lot from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday through Wednesday.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Friday, August 14
10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 15
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Ace Hardware
Hwy. 251 & Flagg Rd.

Hot Dog or Brat 
with Pop & Chips

$500
08122020

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle began 
the process of an attempt 
to build a shared use path 
and pedestrian bridge 
over the Kyte River and 
North of Illinois Route 38 
at its Monday meeting. 

After recent conver-
sations with the owner 
of 1211 Brookside Drive 
and the realtor currently 
engaged in the sale of said 
property an opportunity 
arose to begin acquisi-
tion of city easements 
necessary for the possible 
future project. The ease-
ment identified herein is 
one of three easements 
necessary for the con-
struction outside of the 
Route 38 right-of-way.

The acquisition is in-
tended to happen over 
the next couple of weeks 
with the new owner of 
1211 Brookside Drive. 
If the acquisition is suc-
cessful, city staff will 
begin discussions with 
the other parcel owners 
to acquire other necessary 
easements.

The council authorized 
City Manager Jeff Fie-

genschuh to execute an 
easement agreement not 
to exceed $6,000 plus 
closing cost and fees in a 
5-0 vote that saw Mayor 
John Bearrows (profes-
sional real estate involve-
ment) and Councilman 
Tom McDermott (family 
ties to sale) abstain. 

City Engineer Sam 
Tesreau said the city 
has had a desire to put a 
bridge in the area for a 
decade. 

“This is the first step 
towards acquiring these 
easements,” Tesreau said. 
“A number of individuals 
have been before this 
council in the past seek-
ing our help in trying to 
facilitate the construction 
of a pedestrian bridge. 
Now’s the time to strike 
while the iron is hot.”

Tesreau said the proj-
ect would require per-
mits from the Illinois 
Department of Natural 
Resources, which is a 
one-year process. 

Shell
The council approved 

a Class S liquor license 
for the Shell station at 505 
W. Illinois Route 38 by a 
vote of 5-2 with Council-

Council discusses potential bridge on Route 38
Liquor license for north side Shell station approved via 5-2 vote

woman Kate Shaw-Dick-
ey and Councilman Bil 
Hayes voting against it. 

The Class S license al-
lows for the retail sale of 
packaged beer and wine, 

not for consumption on 
the premises where sold. 
There are now a total 

of three Class S liquor 
licenses in the City of 
Rochelle.

“I wasn’t opposed to 
giving them this license 
and they’re one of our 
few left that don’t have 
it,” Bearrows said. “They 
want to compete with the 
rest of the quick stops in 
town. It should be fair.”

The Class S license 
does not allow video 
gaming. Councilman 
Dan McDermott said he 
believes the business will 
come to the city request-
ing a gaming license at 
some point. 

“If we don’t want 
to end up with every 
possible building in the 
world having some kind 
of alcohol and gaming, 
as a council we have to 
talk about having a cap on 
how many we’re going to 
have,” McDermott said. 

“Agreed,” Shaw-Dick-
ey said. “I think we need 
to decide that before we 
get to a point where we 
feel we’ve gone too far. 
It’s hard to backtrack 
once you’ve gotten there.

See CITY page 7

Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows recognized the week of May 16-22 as National Public Works Week during 
Monday’s City Council meeting. Bearrows (right) is above with City Engineer Sam Tesreau.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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221 Powers Rd., Hwy. 251 North
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815-562-2465
OPEN

MON-FRI
8AM-5PM

MASTERBEND

SPECIALIZING IN ALL AREAS OF 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

WE OFFER LOCAL VEHICLE PICKUP & DROP OFF

We are able to 
service and honor 

extended warranties 
and contracts!

03272016

Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Rochelle 

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police, will be printed without 
exception. Requests to omit 
particular reports will not be 
considered or honored at any time.

Report policy

From page 1

Hamilton failed to stop 
at the stop sign on Illi-
nois Route 251 and struck 
Groves’ car on the driver 
side. Both vehicles traveled 
off the west side of the 
roadway and came to rest 
in the front yard of a private 

residence. 
Hamilton was extricated 

and transported to Rochelle 
Community Hospital by 
Rochelle Ambulance for 
treatment of serious injuries. 
Groves was extricated and 
transported to Rochelle 
Community Hospital by 
Rochelle Ambulance for 

treatment of critical injuries.  
Groves was subsequent-

ly flown to St. Anthony’s 
Hospital in Rockford by 
Life Flight for additional 
medical treatment. Hamil-
ton was cited for disobeying 
a stop sign and the accident 
remains under investiga-
tion. 

CRASH: Two-vehicle 
accident under investigation

From page 1

“But on the flip side 
Headon’s has such a great 
name and it’s one of those 

things, people always need 
to eat,” Mark said. “To 
buy a business that’s been 
around for 50 years is a lot 
less risky. 

“We’re not looking to 
buy it to resell or anything. 
He has two kids and we 
hope to keep it in the family 
for another 50 years.”

HEADON: Creston meat 
store under new ownership

New owners Justin and Mark Hibshman are looking to keep Headon’s Fine Meats 
in Creston going for decades to come.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

PEARL: New coffee shop 
located in Hickory Grove lot
From page 1

Foss also sells his own 
line of coffee in both 
ground and whole-bean 
varieties. Customers can 
purchase redeemable pi-
rate-themed coins to use 
later or give to others. Gold 
coins are worth $5 and 
silver ones are worth $3. 

“I named it Black Pearl 
because coffee beans look 
like little black pearls,” 
Foss said. “Instead of a 
ship on my logo, I use the 
coffee cup. The sail has the 
name on it.

Foss’s goal in the next 
year or two is to have more 
trailers to sell coffee in. He 
hopes to have a second by 
the end of the year. He also 
has his eyes on selling in 
Rochelle more days per 
week. 

“We live in a convenient 
world,” Foss said. “Any 
drive thru is convenient 
and people don’t want to 
get out of their car and get 

anything. I am the only 
license in five counties 
that I have participated in 
activities in that is a mobile 

drive thru coffee. There’s 
coffee trailers. But I’m 
the first to do anything 
like this.”

The Black Pearl Coffee Shop can be found in the Hickory Grove parking lot 
Monday through Wednesday. Owner Ken Foss said his goal is to eventually sell in 
Rochelle more than three days per week.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Black Pearl owner Ken Foss said the new coffee shop 
sells its own line of coffee in both ground and whole-
bean varieties.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Do you have an eighth grade, high 
school, or college 2021 graduate? 

Celebrate them by submitting their 
photo and tell us why you’re proud! 

 
Photo submissions are expected  

May 10 through 31 at  
https://rochellenews-leader.secondstreetapp.com/

Congrats-2021-Grads/rounds/1/eighthgrade
 

Celebrate your graduate!
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See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
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Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
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621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

ROCHELLE – Da-
vid Raines Waltrip, 79, 
passed away on Friday, 
May 7 at St. Francis 
Medical Center in Peoria. 
He was born on Oct. 19, 
1941 in Chicago, the son 
of Glen and Ruth Raines 
Waltrip.

Dave proudly served 
in the U.S. Marines Corp 
where he was honorably 
discharged with a rank 
of Sergeant. He married 
Dawn D. Bozee on Oct. 
1, 1966 in Arlington 
Heights. Dave and Dawn 
would have celebrated 
their 55th wedding an-
niversary this October.  

He retired as terminal 
manager from Amoco 
Oil in 1999. Dave loved 
spending time with his 
family and traveling.  He 
loved road trips and ex-
ploring new places and 
new roads.  Dave was a 
huge NIU Huskie sup-
porter and could always 
be found watching and 
cheering on the NIU 
Huskies.  

He enjoyed watching 
all sports and cheering for 
the Chicago Blackhawks, 
Chicago White Sox, Chi-

David Raines Waltrip
Obituaries

cago Bears and Rochelle 
Hubs.  Dave loved giving 
back and volunteering 
his time. Over the years 
he has coached baseball, 
football and basketball 
and served on league 
boards for many years in 
different capacities.  

He continued to vol-
unteer for NIU Athletics 
along with the Hubs 
Athletic Booster Club 
and the Rochelle golf 
team.  Dave enjoyed 
serving his community 
through participating in 
the Needy Family Food 
and Toy Drive for many 
years and supporting the 
Rochelle Fire Depart-
ment.  He also served on 
Rochelle City Council 
and other governmental 
boards.  

Dave was involved 

both with the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Rochelle Rotary 
Club, both of which 
he served as presi -
dent.  Dave loved to 
stay active and enjoyed 
golfing, socializing and 
being with friends and 
family.  He dearly loved 
his seven dogs he had 
over the years, especially 
his male shelties which 
helped bring balance to 
his all girl family.

Dave was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
brother, Glenn Gary 
Waltrip, and two sisters: 
Sallie Panzer and Carole 
Bergstrom.

Dave is survived by his 
wife, Dawn of Rochelle; 
two daughters: Denise 
Waltrip of Gilbert, Ari-
zona, and Darci Waltrip 
of Rochelle; sister Linda 
(Matt) Coach of Dami-
ansville and many nieces 
and nephews.

Visitation will be from 
4-7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 12 at Unger Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St., Rochelle.  Funeral 
Service will be at 10 
a.m. on Thursday at the 
Unger Horner Funeral 
Home with Pastor Rob 
Hamilton officiating.  

Burial will follow at 
the Lawnridge Cemetery 
with military honors pro-
vided by the U.S. Marine 
Corp and the Eastern 
Lee Ogle Honor Guard. 
Services will be live 
streamed on the Unger 
Horner Facebook Page. 
Memorials may be made 
to the American Heart 
Association. Guest book 
at www.UngerHorner.
com

ROCHELLE – Debra 
A. Wyka, 62, passed away 
unexpectedly Sunday, May 
9, 2021 surrounded by fam-
ily at her home.  Deb was 
born on October 31, 1958 
to Joseph G. and Margaret 
(Marinko) Lujan in Chica-
go.  On February 15, 1991, 
she married Daniel Wyka 
in Las Vegas.  Deb worked 
as a bookkeeper and with 
her husband owned and 
operated the T-Byrd Lanes 
in Rochelle.  

Deb enjoyed miniature 
golf, steak dinners and 
pasta, pampering herself 
at the spa and of course, 
bowling.  You may have 

Debra A. Wyka

heard more than once at 
T-Byrds one of her two 
favorite songs, Unchained 
Melody from the movie 
Ghost or Sweet Caroline 
by Neil Diamond. There 
were many special people 
in her life, her friends in 
Chicago, the entire town of 

Rochelle and surrounding 
area (so many nice friends), 
her T-Byrd crew, Judi E., 
Mistie B. and Steven D. 
and her biggest joy was her 
granddaughter, Annabelle.

Deb is survived by her 
husband, Dan of Rochelle; 
son, Donald (Mary Mor-
gan) Woodburn of Vail, Ar-
izona and granddaughter, 
Annabelle Rose Woodburn.

There will be a celebra-
tion of Deb’s life at a later 
date.  Cremation care has 
been provided by the Un-
ger-Horner Funeral Home 
in Rochelle.  Visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book.  

Sarah Louise Plourde
ROCHELLE – Sar-

ah Louise Plourde, 100, 
passed away on Nov. 2, 
2020. She was born Feb. 
17, 1920 in Rochelle. She 
was the daughter of Jo-
seph and Dell (Mansfield) 
Rhoades. She married 
Maurice Plourde on June 
25, 1955 at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Ro-
chelle.

Louise held various 
jobs throughout her life but 
none as important as being 
a wife and mother to her 
four children. Louise loved 
to entertain, cook, bake, 
sew and paint. She spent 
many years traveling the 
United States but she was 
especially happy in Florida 
with Maurie golfing away 
their retirement.

Louise was a founding 
member and was twice 
the former President of 
the Women’s VFW Post 
3878 Auxiliary. She was a 
Cub Scout and Blue Birds 
leader. She taught CCD 
out of her home which 

was always full of friends 
and family who adored 
her. Louise was known for 
many things but especially 
her amazing pies.

Louise is preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
brothers Richard, Joe and 
his wife June Rhoades and 
the man she was blessed 
to spend 55 years with, 
Maurie. 

She is survived by her 
four children: Pam Bon-
dan of Las Vegas, Doug 
Plourde of Boise, Dave 
(Danette) Plourde of Bill-
ings, Montana and Kathy 
Marchesi of Rochelle; sev-
en grandchildren: Alicia 
(Jeff) Detig, John (Chieko) 

Bondan, Carly (Andy) 
MacNaughton, Halley (To-
bin Hauck) Plourde, Sarah 
(Josh) Kulwicki, Sam (Col-
leen Koehler) Marchesi 
and Joe Marchesi; seven 
great grandchildren: Ryan 
(Kaleigh Launsby), Cam-
eron and Addison Detig, 
Spencer, Eleanor and Mer-
edith Kulwicki and Cooper 
Hauck and many nieces 
and nephews.

There will be a graveside 
memorial service at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 19, at 
St. Patrick Cemetery with 
Father Jesus Dominguez 
officiating.  Memorials 
may be made to Pinecrest 
Manor at 414 S. Wesley 
Ave., Mt. Morris, 61054. 
Cremation care has been 
provided by the Unger 
Horner Funeral Home.

The family would like 
to extend their sincerest 
thanks and appreciation to 
the staff at Pinecrest Manor 
for loving our mom as fam-
ily. Guest book at www.
UngerHorner.com          

Call or E-mail Joe to 
schedule an appointment 
and get a quote today!

815-562-5596
x214 for appointment.

JOSEPH.MEADOWS@DIMONDBROS.COM

SEPH.MEADOWS@DIMONDBROS.COM
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Meadows 02
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NEED HEALTH 
INSURANCE? 

- Guaranteed issue
- No Pre-existing Conditions

- Lower Premiums with  
Tax Credits

- Dental options, too

PUEBLO, Colo. – 
Christopher Scott Adams 
died suddenly in his home 
in Pueblo Colorado on 
April 27.  Chris is the 
son of Scott and Sharon 
Adams of Colorado City, 
Colorado and was born in 
Rochelle on Jan. 9, 1985.   

He lived in Rochelle for 
the first 13 years of his life 
and moved to Colorado in 
1999. Nobody who met 
Chris did not talk of his 
kindness and willingness 
to help out.  

Chris is survived by his 
parents; two sisters, Elicia 
(Sage) Hulmes of Colo-

rado Springs, Colorado 
and Katie Sage of Pueblo, 
Colorado; grandfather, 
Ralph Jungels of Rochelle 
and several aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and nieces who 
loved him dearly.  He will 
be missed deeply by all.

Christopher 
Scott Adams

ROCHELLE — On 
May 7 at 9:45 p.m. Amber 
M. Failor, 39, of Rochelle 
was cited for speeding. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given 
a Rochelle court date of 
June 18. 

On May 7 at 4:15 pm. 
Maria Palacios-Rosales, 
31, of Rochelle was arrest-
ed for driving while license 
suspended and improper 
lane usage. She was given 
an I-Bond and a Rochelle 
court date of June 18. 

On May 7 at 7:17 p.m. 
Joshua A. Marcoux, 18, of 
Rochelle cited for speed-
ing. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a Rochelle court date of 
June 18.

On May 7 at 11:54 p.m. 
a 16-year-old male juve-
nile of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Rochelle court date 
of June 18. 

On May 8 at 2:34 a.m. 
Paul Shell, 52, of Rock-

ford was arrested for an 
outstanding Rockford 
Police warrant. He was 
transferred to Rockford 
by Rochelle Police. 

On May 8 at 2:16 p.m. 
Craig A. Baker, 34, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant. He paid $200 and 
was given an Ogle County 
court date of June 2. 

On May 8 at 11:52 p.m. 
Tracy J. Lemay, 50, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
domestic battery. 

On May 9 at 1:42 a.m. 
Demetrius B. Reece, 23, 
of Dixon was arrested for 
an outstanding Lee County 
warrant. He paid $500 and 
was given a June 10 court 
date. 

On May 9 at 10:11 a.m. 
Michelle L. Basham, 48, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an outstanding Stephenson 
County warrant. She was 
transferred to Stephenson 
County by Rochelle PD. 

See POLICE page 5

Local arrests made
Rochelle Police Department
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

02
17

20
21

We Accept Most Insurances and Patients Without Insurance

$35 
cash 

Special for 
Sports 

Physical

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Davis Family  
Health LLC
1212 Currency Court 

Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500
Appointments Available  

Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
Most insurances accepted.

12
02

20
20

Always Welcoming 
New Patients!

We Fix Boo Boos

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Antiques & Collectibles

Booth Space Available

Follow us on Facebook for Flea Market Announcements!

708 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-7915

Retro & Vintage

Collectibles

Antiques

Consignments

Hours:
Closed Monday 
Tue-Sat: 10-4 

Sun: 12-3

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

OGLE COUNTY — 
On May 7, Dawan Gor-
don, 33, of Battle Creek, 
Michigan was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended after being 
stopped by deputies for 
speeding on Interstate 
39 near Monroe Center. 
Gordon was held in lieu 
of bond. 

Christopher Forney, 25, 
of Forreston was arrested 
at 12:56 a.m. for driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol after deputies 
initiated a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Illinois 
72 and Adeline Road. 
Forney was also cited for 
speeding, improper lane 
usage, operating an unin-
sured motor vehicle and 
an equipment violation. 

Forney was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu 
of bond. 

May 8
Heather Heathcott, 40, 

of Mt. Morris was arrest-
ed at 3 p.m. for no valid 
driver’s license after dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 1100 block of 
West Blackhawk Drive in 
Byron. 

Heathcott was also 
given a warning for a 
registration violation and 
issued a return court date. 
Heathcott was released on 
an I-bond. 

May 9
Damoria Smith, 23, 

of DeKalb was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended after being 
stopped by deputies for 
speeding on Illinois Route 
64 near Woodlawn. Smith 
was released on an I-bond 
and will appear in Ogle 
County court at a later 
date. 

From page 4

On May 10 at 1:54 p.m. 
Brandi N. Smith, 32, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
speeding 50 m.p.h. in in 
a 30-m.p.h. zone with no 
insurance and possession 
of cannabis over 20 grams. 

She signed a promise to 
comply and was given 
a Rochelle court date of 
June 18. 

On May 10 at 4:07 p.m. 
April R. Burgess, 32, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an outstanding Ogle Coun-
ty warrant and transferred. 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Arrests made for 
suspended licenses

POLICE: Woman 
arrested on warrant

MALTA — Rochelle 
resident Geri-Dee Hayden 
joined the Kishwaukee 
College Board of Trustees 
during its May 4 meeting.  

Hayden and Sycamore 
resident Kathy Country-
man were both elected to 
the Board in April to fill 
the seats of retiring Trust-
ees Ken Doubler and Dr. 
Roberta “Bobbi” Burke 
— both of whom did not 
seek re-election.

Hayden brings familiar-
ity with higher education 
into her new role. For more 
than a decade, she has 
served on the Kishwaukee 
College Foundation Board 
of Directors, most recently 
acting as treasurer. 

Her professional back-
ground is in finance, hav-
ing worked in commercial 
banking before recently 
taking a role with AC 
Johnston Holdings in 
Rockford. Hayden said 
she has seen firsthand how 
community colleges can 
provide a positive impact 
in the region they serve, 
and she wanted to continue 
to give Rochelle a voice 
on the Kishwaukee board.

“I think it is important 
to have representation 
from the wide geography 
Kish serves,” Hayden 
said. “I also have a vested 
interest in the college and 
the role they serve in pro-
viding opportunities for 
our communities.”

Hayden joins Kish 
Board of Trustees

Geri-Dee Hayden

 Hayden is familiar with 
the community college 
experience, having started 
her higher education jour-
ney at Sauk Valley Com-
munity College in Dixon. 
Along with her long tenure 
on the Foundation Board 
of Directors, she has also 
served as a member of 
the Kishwaukee College 
Board of Trustees Audit 
Committee. 

Hayden said her small-
town upbringing, paired 
with her extensive back-
ground in finance, will 
lend a unique perspective 
to the board of trustees, 
where she hopes to con-
tinue to help Kishwaukee 
offer students a variety 
of educational and career 
possibilities.

 “I want to see the col-
lege continue to develop 
different pathways for our 
students. Not everyone 
seeks out a four-year de-
gree,” Hayden said. “Kish 
has done a great job devel-
oping these pathways to 
create more opportunities 
within the community.” 

 

 

 

Ogle County COVID-19 Stascs* 
        Number of Posive Cases:    5,887 
        Recovered Cases:                  5,707 
        Current Acve Cases:              99 
        Deaths:                                               81 
        Posivity Rate:                                         5.9% 

*Most current stascs available. 
 

  Every vaccinaon counts…bring back normalcy! 
 

   Total Vaccinaons Administered: 34,490 
   Total FULLY Vaccinated:  16,068 
   Pct. FULLY Vaccinated:  31.55% 
     
  OCHD Vaccinaon Clinics—age 18+ 
  Upcoming Clinics:  
   - Thursday, May 13th, Moderna vaccine, OCHD 
     Oregon office, 907 Pines Road. 
   - Thursday, May 20th, Johnson & Johnson and  
      2nd dose Moderna vaccines. Drive-thru at the 
      Fire Department, 123 N. 2nd St., Oregon. 
 

  The registraon links are available on the OCHD 
  Facebook page, go to health.oglecounty.org, call  
  815-562-6976 or one of the partners listed below. 
 
  Call these partners for assistance with scheduling  
  OCHD appointments: 
  Hub City Senior Center   815-562-5050 
  Flagg-Rochelle Public Library       815-562-3431 
  City of Rochelle   815-562-6161 
  Hispanic residents call LULAC       815-570-3111 
  Rock River Center   815-732-3252 
  Oregon Public Library District 815-732-2724 
  Univ. of IL Extension Office  815-732-2191 
  Mt. Morris Senior Center  815-734-6335 
  Polo Senior Center   815-238-8645 
  Polo Library    815-946-2713 
  Bertolet Memorial Library, Leaf River 815-738-2742 
 

  RCH Vaccinaon Clinic—age 18+ 
  - Wednesday, May 19th from 3:00-7:00 p.m.,  
     Moderna vaccine, 50 doses, WALK-IN at the RCH  
     Tent, South side of the hospital in the Health  
     and Wellness Center parking lot.  
 

  Informaon about COVID-19 symptoms, tesng or  
  vaccinaon can be obtained by calling the RCH 
  Triage Line at 815-561-8829, Monday through  
  Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Callers have the ability to  
  leave a message with a Spanish opon and your call  
  will be returned.   
 

Ogle County COVID-19 Weekly Update 
As of Tuesday, May 11, 2021 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
How did you or your family celebrate Mother’s Day this year?

“A little antiquing and out for lunch.”
Monetta Young

“At home with my immediate family, enjoying our new puppy.”
Danielle Arredondo

“Mini golf and Shogun restaurant.”
Cayce Bridges Groves

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Dear Editor,
On behalf of the Ogle 

County Shrine Club, a 
sincere thank you 
to everyone who 
purchased the Vida-
lia onions this past 
weekend. 

We sold over 
2,500 pounds Fri-
day and Saturday and sin-
cerely hope that everyone 
who purchased them will 

enjoy them over the sum-
mer and fall.  

Also, thanks to Walmart 
for allowing our club 
to sell at their very 
busy Rochelle store 
entrance. We look 
forward to our sale 
at the same time next 
year. Hope to see 

you then.
Bud Norcross

Rochelle

I don’t like ATVs. I 
will start out by say-
ing that so you know 

my feelings upfront.
I know they 

have a place in 
the world.  They 
are great work 
vehicles for farms, 
ranches, or large 
estates. They are 
wonderful for park 
districts, sher-
iff’s departments 
and other local 
organizations or 
municipalities that need a 
smaller vehicle to get the 
work done.  But they are 
also noisy and degrade the 
environment.  

The Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Department 
reported an ATV carry-
ing several children rolled 
over, injuring two of the 
children. The accident 
occurred near Skare Park 
on private property. I heard 
the children are doing ok, 
which is great news.

After I read about the 
accident, I got a little 
curious about the safety of 
ATVs. 

The statistics vary 
widely. The Consumer 
Product Safety commis-
sion said in 2018, its last 
year for data, there were 
over 83,000 ATV accidents 
resulting in injuries. One 
fourth of those were to 
children under age 18.

Another website said 
there are 135,000 acci-
dents, with over 700 killed 
annually. That site said one 
third of the deaths were 
those under age 18.

A segment on the Today 
Show said the number of 
accidents and deaths is 
increasing at an alarming 
rate as more people seek a 
break from the pandemic.

ATVs are not allowed 
in public parks, which 
includes the bike path 

and hiking trails at Skare 
Park. They are not sup-
posed to be driven on 
public roads or right of 

ways.
ATVs are 

generally faster 
and more pow-
erful than golf 
carts, making the 
accidents more 
serious when they 
do happen.

As I said at the 
beginning I don’t 
like ATVs.  There 

just are not enough pluses 
for them to make me 
happy.

Candy Cloud
I went to Cooper Park 

Tuesday because my wife 
wanted cotton candy. 
Candy Cloud, a little pop 
up trailer, was there with 
cotton candy, shaved ice, 
and some beverages. It 
was fun to watch them 
spin the cotton candy and 
package it as a to-go item.

If you have kids, or if 
you are an adult with a 
sweet tooth, you might 
want to check them out 
Tuesday late afternoons at 
Cooper Park.

Residential 
postal 

customer
I received a flier ad-

dressed to “residential 
postal customer.” A 
DeKalb firm is looking for 
second shift production 
workers. Starting wage is 
$19 an hour, which works 
out to almost $40,000 a 
year.  I figure they must be 
finding it difficult to fill the 
jobs, otherwise why the 
mass-mailed flier?

Contact Terry Dickow 
at terrydickow@gmail.
com

ATVs not meant for fun

Terry 
Dickow

Norcross thanks Shrine 
Club customers

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson 
 
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

From page 2

Bearrows read a procla-
mation during the meeting 
recognizing National Police 
Week 2021 from May 9-15, 

which honors the service 
and sacrifice of law enforce-
ment officers killed in the 
line of duty while protecting 
communities. Bearrows 
also proclaimed the week of 

May 16-22 National Public 
Works Week, honoring the 
city’s employees and their 
importance to infrastructure 
and services in the com-
munity.

CITY: Mayor Bearrows 
issues two proclamations

Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows proclaimed May 9-15 as Police Week in the Hub 
City. Above are Bearrows with members of the Rochelle Police Department.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

OGLE COUNTY — 
The Ogle County Solid 
Waste Management De-
partment (OCSWMD) 
will be holding a residen-
tial electronic recycling 
event on Friday, May 21 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
County Annex Building at 
909 Pines Road in Oregon.  

A free permit is re-
quired in advance to attend 
this recycling event. Per-
mits are limited and must 
be requested by 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 19. To 
obtain a permit call the 
OCSWMD at 815-732-
4020 or email the depart-
ment at solidwaste@ogle-
county.org and provide 
your name address, phone 

number and email address. 
Permits are limited to one 
per household per month, 
and allow up to seven 
large items to be brought 
in for recycling. A full 
list of accepted items and 
other event information is 
included with the permit.

This event is for Ogle 
County residential elec-
tronics. Accepted items 
include all types of tele-
visions and computer 
monitors, computers and 
all computer hardware 
and cables, laptops, tab-
lets, cell phones, video 
game equipment, printers, 
FAX machines, copiers, 
scanners, VCR/ DVD 
players, cable and satellite 

boxes, all remote controls 
(please remove batteries), 
radios, stereo equipment, 
phones, digital clocks, 
calculators, holiday light 
strands, computer power 
back-ups, rechargeable 
batteries and printer ink 
cartridges. Microwave 
ovens are accepted for a 
$5 fee per unit.

A full list of accepted 
items and further instruc-
tions will be included with 
issuance of the permit.  
Please call the OCSWMD 
at the number above, 
visit www.oglecounty.
org, or go to Facebook at 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management for more 
information.

Ogle County recycling 
event scheduled for May 21

FROM THE HEART DAILY CASH WINNERS

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each month

April 18 - Donna Keller, Davis Junction, 
$50

April 19 - Don Daub, Oregon, $25

April 20 - Denise Richardson, Rochelle, 
$25

April 21 - Eric Cech, Rochelle, $25

April 24 - Jacob & Taylor Bigelow, 
Rochelle, $25

April 25 - Russell A. Crull, Rochelle, $50

April 26 - Jessica Price, Rochelle, $25

April 27 - Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, 
$25

April 28 - Kaylee Meyer, Genoa, $25

April 29 - Judith Wyatt, Rochelle, $25

April 30 - Angie Byrd, Rochelle, $25

May 1 - Rochelle Foods, Rochelle, $25

May 2 - Susan July, Rockford, $50

May 3 - Hannah Goodnight, Rochelle, $25

May 4 - Pam Zimmerlein, Rochelle, $25

May 5 - Jeff Perry Chevy, Rochelle, $25

May 6 - Rochelle Area Community 
Foundation, $25

May 7 - Sam Barkus, Rochelle, $25

May 8 - Spencer Meyers, DeKalb, $25

May 9 - Evi O’Rorke, Steward, $500

May 10 - Lexi Eckhardt, Bloomington, $25

May 11 - Johnson Tractor, Rochelle, $25

May 12 - Jenny Thompson, Rochelle, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries
May 16

Kathy Conant
May 18

Arianna Thompson

 May 20
Darrell & Beth 

Bolhous 

May 13 – (Thursday) – Lasagna, Salad, Garlic 
Bread
May 18 – (Tuesday) – Chicken Fried Steak, 
Country Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Corn
May 20 – (Thursday) – Chicken Salad Sandwich 
on bread or lettuce, Soup, Salad 
May 25 – (Tuesday) – Grilled Hamburgers or hot 
dogs, Pasta Salad, Cowboy Beans, Chips
May 27 – (Thursday) – White Chicken Lasagna, 

Salad, Garlic Bread
June 6 – (Sunday Brunch) – Sausage Gravy & 
Biscuits, Sausage Bacon Ham and Egg Bowls over 
Fried Potatoes
KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would 
like to check before coming out, please call us 
at 815-561-9074 as we will put the menu on the 
answering machine.
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

The Kitchen Table menu
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SPORTS

RTHS Dance

Chellettes take home 
Interstate 8 & RTHS awards

The Rochelle Chellette dance team held its 
season-ending awards ceremony this past week. 
Alexis Huerta was named Most Improved Chellette 
and Kayla Keilman was named Chellette of the Year. 
(bottom right). Five Chellettes received Interstate 
8 All-Conference honors including Jessica Vagle, 
Makaila Crump, Macy Ramos (Honorable Mention), 
Keilman and Taylor Ponto (above from left to right). 
Ponto and Kelsey O’Brien (bottom left) took home 
Academic All-Conference honors.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

RTHS Baseball

BOYS: Hubs fall to 
Rockford Christian

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Se-
nior Mark Hopkins had 
no trouble shutting down 
the Rock Falls offense 
Saturday morning, when 
the Rochelle Hub varsity 
baseball team hosted the 
Rockets for a nonconfer-
ence doubleheader. Hop-
kins allowed only one hit 
over five shutout innings 
on the pitcher’s mound, 
striking out six batters 
and leading Rochelle over 
Rock Falls 11-0 in Game 1.

“My main goal was 
to go out and execute,” 
Hopkins said. “I wanted 
to get ground balls and let 
my defense help me out. 
We hit the ball well and our 
goal was to barrel the ball 
up and see what we can do. 
We kept our weight back 
and we looked for pitches 
that we could drive. I feel 
like we’re a team to beat 
and I don’t think we’re a 
team anybody wants to 
cross paths with.” 

Rochelle scored three 
runs in the first inning 
behind a two-run single 
up the middle from ju-
nior Andy Buskohl and 
a bases-loaded walk by 
senior Spencer Warborg. 
The Hubs went ahead 
6-0 in the second inning, 
adding three more runs 
courtesy of a passed ball 
and an RBI single through 
the left side from Hopkins. 
Rochelle rallied for four 
runs with two outs in the 
third inning, scoring on 
three extra-base hits from 
juniors Eric Briseno, Bus-
kohl and Braden Alfano. 

Senior Oscar Linares 
then slapped an RBI single 
to right to put the Hubs 
ahead 10-0. Briseno, who 

Rochelle splits nonconference 
doubleheader with Rock Falls

Hubs drop Interstate 8 rematch against Sycamore
went 4-for-4 with two 
doubles and two singles 
in the first game, plated 
Rochelle’s final run with 
a base hit in the bottom 
of the fourth inning. Rock 
Falls went hitless over the 
last four innings of play, 
with the team’s lone hit 
coming on a single in the 
top of the first inning.

Game 2
Rochel le  dropped 

the doubleheader finale 
against Rock Falls, falling 
13-10 and finishing the 
afternoon 5-4 on the sea-
son. Junior Nate Burdin 
struck out five batters in 
four innings on the mound, 
while senior Evan Meyers 
tossed two and two-thirds 
innings of shutout relief. 
Eric Briseno had another 
stellar performance at the 
plate, going 4-for-5 with 
four runs scored.

The Hubs scored three 
runs in both the first 
and third innings to take 
the early lead over the 
Rockets. Rochelle plated 
three first-innings runs 
behind three consecutive 
hits from Meyers, senior 
Kyler Lara and senior 
Reese Kirk. Junior For-
rest Gerber started the 
Hubs with an RBI double 
in the third inning, which 
preceded run-scoring hits 
from Briseno and Meyers.

Rock Falls exploded 
for eight runs in the top of 
the fifth inning, erasing a 
6-5 deficit to surge ahead 
13-6. A sacrifice fly from 
Meyers scored one run in 
the bottom of the fifth in-
ning. Despite falling short, 
Rochelle finished with a 
three-run seventh inning 
that included sacrifice flies 
from Meyers and senior 
Sam Hacaga as well as 

an RBI single from Andy 
Buskohl.

Sycamore
The Hubs concluded 

their two-game Interstate 
8 series with Sycamore this 
past Friday, falling 5-3 to 
the Spartans on the road. 
Oscar Linares struck out 
four batters in four and 
two-thirds innings, while 
Andy Buskohl led Ro-
chelle at the plate, finishing 
2-for-3 with one RBI. 

Trailing 1-0, Rochelle 
tied the game in the sec-
ond inning on an RBI 
single from Mark Hopkins. 
Sycamore surged ahead 
with one run in the third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth 
innings. Buskohl’s RBI 
single plated one run in the 

fifth inning, while Spencer 
Warborg hit an RBI single 
in the sixth.

Fresh/Soph
The Rochelle fresh-

soph baseball team edged 
Sycamore 4-3 this past 
Friday to improve to 3-2 
overall. Noah Lara threw 
five innings and allowed 
only two hits, while Chris-
tian Burnette struck out 
three in two innings of 
relief to earn the save. Lara 
went 2-for-4 at the plate.

Bradley Cooney hit two 
doubles and recorded two 
RBIs for the Hubs. Alex 
Burnette doubled and 
totaled two RBIs, while 
Garrett Gensler scored two 
runs and Lara added one 
run scored.

Junior Eric Briseno totaled eight hits for the Rochelle 
Hub varsity baseball team on Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Sophomore John Green helped secure a point for the 
Rochelle Hub varsity tennis team on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

ROCHELLE — Reg-
istration for the 2021 Ro-
chelle Junior Tackle sea-
son has officially opened 
online at http://www.
rochellejuniortackle.com.

The current cost to 
register a tackle football 
player is $60 and the cost 
for a flag football player 
is $40. Fees will increase 
on June 1.

Online sign-ups 
now available

Rochelle Junior Tackle

From page 1

The Rochelle Hub var-
sity tennis team hosted 
Rockford Christian on 
Monday, nearly securing 
the win but ultimately 
losing 3-2 to move to 1-7 
overall. Rochelle earned 
two doubles points in the 
match, with junior Peter 
Forsberg and sophomore 
Owen Haas rallying to 
beat Danny Lynch and 
Christian Clembronowicz 
0-6, 7-6(7), 10-1 at No. 2 

doubles. 
Sophomore John Green 

and freshman Parker Len-
kaitis bested Tony Chen 
and Cody Olson 6-3, 6-2 
at No. 3 doubles, while 
juniors Jason Zheng and 
Devansh Patel fell 0-6, 2-6 
against Trevor Beale and 
Chatham McIlroy at No. 1 
doubles. Sophomore David 
Wanner lost 0-6, 0-6 to Fin-
ley Buelte at No. 1 singles 
and junior Alex Gilbert fell 
1-6, 0-6 to Brandon Istad at 
No. 2 singles.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

109 109 
CEMETERIES AND LOTSCEMETERIES AND LOTS

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

Summer Help Wanted  
30-40 Hours per week,  

Monday-Friday at Ag equipment 
service and repair shop located  

in Rochelle.  
Duties include assisting our 
service technicians, cleaning 
around shop, and inventory  

cycle counting.
For people interested, call Matt 

directly at 815-786-4063 or apply 
in person at 8887 Highway 251 

South, Rochelle IL.

HELP WANTED
Hub City Car Wash
1185 N 7th St. Rochelle, Il 61068

Job Description
40 Hours per week. Looking for full time Attendant with me-
chanical skills a must. Will train, but must have a mechanical 
background. Pay will reflect on ability to repair and maintain 
equipment. 

“Benefits”
1) Two Weeks vacation after one year. 
2) Bonuses
3) Tips
4) Overtime
5) Very Flexible hours when needs pop up
6) Free Washes and perks

“Requirements”
1) Good with customers concerns.
2) Keeping property clean
3) Be-able to scrub cars and empty trash
4) Weekday and weekends availability 
5) Light maintenance skills
6) Good transportation

Go to Facebook to fill out an application online 
or come in for one in person. 05022021

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has three
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 16-17
200-1000 BLOCK LINCOLN 

HWY., N. MAIN STREET, 
N. 2ND STREET, N. 3RD 

STREET AND AVENUES IN 
BETWEEN

ROUTE 24-25
SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD 

STREETS & AVENUE IN BE-
TWEEN

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS 

AVE., LAKE LIDA LANE AREA

St. Paul Lutheran School 
in Rochelle has an opening for a 

third grade teacher for the 
2021-2022 school year.  

Candidates should have a valid 
and active Illinois teaching 

certificate.  If interested, contact 
Principal Steve Hall via email at 
shall@stpaulrochelleil.org or in 

the office by phone at 
815-562-6323.

05052021

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

ATTN:  Trinity Memory Gardens lot owners.  
Looking for a group of lot owners that would 
be willing to form an association to take over 
the cemetery.  Interested parties, please call 
815-218-6513.

05122021

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 

advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 

For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: 626 N 
11th St. Friday May 
14th 8am-4pm. & 
Saturday May 15th 
8an-2pm. Huge Multi 
Family SALE! Tons of 
Old Unique Stuff, Tools, 
Furniture, Collectibles, 
Dodge Stealth. (05-12-
21)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

SOLID OAK 
Entertainment Center, 
95” x 6’, Side Doors & 
Shelves. $200 OBO 
815-593-1182. (05-12-
21)

NICE PIANO FREE to 
Worthy Organization or 
Home. You Transport. 
815-645-2639. (05-12-
21)

Kohler Toilet 2 Piece- 
Complete Bone Color- 
$50.00 Paw Paw 815-
685-3218. (05-12-21)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
S

F2
01

6

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LADYHub senior Megan Thira-
vong adjusted on the fly as she 
worked with a new set of irons 

during the 30th Annual Gold Medal Clas-
sic at Byron’s PrairieView Golf Club this 
past weekend.

With wind gusts reached as much as 
45 miles per hour, approach shots proved 
challenging for many players including 
Thiravong, who overcame both the weather 
conditions and her new clubs to score con-
secutive rounds of 81-78-159 to win the 
Ladies Championship Flight. Thiravong 
bested local standout player Hui Chong 
Dofflemyer, who took second with 168.

“It’s an honor to compete with the ladies 
and have my name etched into the cham-
pion’s trophy for the 30th Anniversary of the 
Gold Medal Classic,” Thiravong said. “I’m 
thankful to have competed with Hui Chong 
Dofflemyer and Joanna Sharp because they 
are fabulous role models and women I look 
forward to competing against in the future… 

This tournament gave me an idea of what I 
need to work on before this summer includ-
ing iron accuracy and swing form.”

A four-year varsity player and IHSA 
State Championship qualifier for Rochelle 
Township High School, Thiravong will be 
preparing to take her talents to Saginaw 
Valley State University next year. Thira-
vong’s offseason is well underway, with 
the 30th Gold Medal Classic serving as her 
first notable win as she continues to gear 
up for the college level. 

Thiravong has been active on the Prep 
Tour, recently taking third in the Prep Tour 
event at Pontiac Elks with an 84. Megan’s 
younger sister Ailani also competed in the 
event, finishing sixth overall with an 87. 

“I will move into my dorm in Michigan 
in August, which allows me only a couple 
months of practice before I train with my 
team,” Thiravong said. “Moving forward, 
my sister and I will be competing in various 
tournaments like the Prep Tour tournament 
series. I hope that she will surpass me soon 
as she will compete in the high school divi-
sions as a sixth-grade student.”

Thiravong wins 30th 
Gold Medal Classic

Rochelle senior Megan Thiravong (right) took first in the Ladies Championship Flight 
at the 30th Gold Medal Classic in Byron this past weekend.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS

• Tear Out/Replace
• Resurfacing

• Patching
• Pot Hole Repair

• Striping
• Curb Repair/Replace

• Storm Drain Repair
• Pavement Extensions

• Grind and Overlay
• Seal Coating/ 
Crack Filling

(commercial lots only)

Royerasphalt.com
40+ years in business      Fully bonded/Insured

CALL ROYER TODAY
for a FREE Estimate!

815-756-9394
Serving Winnebago, Boone, Stephenson,  

Ogle, DeKalb and Kane Counties

COMMERCIAL
Asphalt Parking Lot & Maintenance Services

A Division of

02
24

20
21

Belvidere Collectible Coins
www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

(815) 547-7111Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30am-5:00pm
~ Call For Directions ~

To advertise your 
business here

contact 
Tiffiny Smith 

815-561-2153

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Antiques & Collectibles

Booth Space Available

Follow us on Facebook for Flea Market Announcements!

708 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-7915

Retro & Vintage

Collectibles

Antiques

Consignments

Hours:
Closed Monday 
Tue-Sat: 10-4 

Sun: 12-3

Antiques & Collectibles

RTHS Softball

Lady Hubs shut 
out Ashton-FC
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Lady Hub softball team 
continued to roll on the 
offensive end Saturday 
morning, when Rochelle 
hosted Ashton-Franklin 
Center for nonconference 
action.

One day after run-ruling 
the Plano Reapers in Inter-
state 8 competition, Ro-
chelle started strong against 
the Raiders, defeating 
Ashton-Franklin Center 
10-0 and going above the 
.500 mark for the first time 
this season. The Lady Hubs 
(5-4) will host Morris on 
Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.

Sophomore Morgan 
Smardo earned the win on 
the pitcher’s mound, strik-
ing out nine Raiders and al-
lowing only one hit. Fresh-
man Ella Alfano ignited the 
Lady Hub offense in the 
first inning, plating Smardo 
on an RBI single before 
junior MeLisa Young put 
Rochelle ahead 3-0 with 
an RBI triple three at-bats 
later. Sophomore Addie 
Friestad’s RBI groundout 
made it 4-0 Rochelle.

“We’ve started off the 

season really well,” Young 
said. “We’re hitting the ball 
and we’re playing great 
defense. We’re waiting on 
the ball and we’ve really 
driving the ball and finding 
the open spots in the field. 
We need to keep playing 
great defense and I think we 
have a chance to go really 
far in the regionals if we 
play defense and continue 
hitting the ball.”

The Lady Hubs rallied 
for five runs in the third 
inning to surge ahead 9-0. 
Junior Ashley Knight de-
livered a two-run single be-
fore eventually scoring on 
a wild pitch. Senior Kendal 
Ansteth singled and scored 
on a wild pitch to keep the 
Rochelle offense mov-
ing, while Smardo helped 
herself with a triple and a 
run scored on another wild 
pitch. Alfano reached on an 
error with one out in the 
fifth inning, scoring three 
at-bats later courtesy of an 
RBI putout from Young.

Ottawa
The Lady Hubs faced 

Ottawa on the road Mon-
day, falling 4-0 to move to 
5-5 on the season. Rochelle 
was no-hit in the loss.

RTHS Girls Soccer

Rochelle falls to LaSalle-Peru
Through balls hurt Lady Hubs in 3-0 loss

Sophomore Kyra Rimstidt battles for possession during the Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity soccer game against LaSalle-Peru on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Some 
brief miscommunications 
on defense prevented 
what otherwise would’ve 
been a stout effort from 
the Lady Hub varsity 
soccer team Monday af-
ternoon, when Rochelle 
hosted the LaSalle-Peru 
Cavaliers looking to end a 
three-game losing streak.

The Lady Hubs shut 
LaSalle-Peru down over 
the first 30 minutes of 
play before the Cavaliers 
scored the first of three 
unanswered goals during 
the final 10 minutes of 
the opening half. While 
Rochelle stepped up to 
shut out the Cavaliers in 
the second half, the early 
deficit was too much to 
overcome, with the Lady 
Hubs ultimately falling 
3-0 to move to 0-4 on the 
season.

“It was unfortunate 
that they were able to 
score on us late in the 
first half,” head coach 
Brad Male said. “We 
had some miscommuni-
cations there, but I was 
pleased with how we 
played during the second 
half. I thought the girls 
worked well together 
on the back end for the 
majority of the game, 
but we unfortunately 
let a couple of through 
balls get behind us and 
they capitalized on them. 
We need to keep taking 
our shots on offense and 
they’ll eventually fall.”

Sophomore Kyra Rim-
stidt and senior Vianey 

Perusquia applied most 
of the pressure on offense 
for the Lady Hubs, who 
had several shots on goal 
Monday but were unable 
to find the net. LaSalle-
Peru broke the scoreless 
tie in the 31st minute, 

converting a through ball 
down the middle to take a 
1-0 lead before adding a 
second goal on a similar 
play in the 32nd minute. 

With 8.7 seconds re-
maining in the first half, 
Rochelle committed a 

hand-ball violation in the 
penalty box, resulting in 
a penalty kick that the 
Cavaliers cashed in to 
take a 3-0 lead at half-
time. The Lady Hubs will 
face Ottawa on the road 
Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Junior Jordin Dickey awaits a throw at second base 
during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity softball game 
against Ashton-Franklin Center on Saturday.

• Competitive wages
• Overtime after 40 hours/week
• Rewarding career
• Day shift
• Great Benefits
• Bonus potential
• Paid time off
• Growth opportunity

Looking for a New 
Experience?
We Will Train!

Join our TEAM!
Full time Opportunity in
Animal Care near Malta, IL

Must be interested in:

Apply @ www.pipestone.com
Questions Call 866.918.7378
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SPORTS GOLD MEDAL WINNER 
 
RTHS senior Megan Thiravong took first in 
tournament play at PrairieView Golf Club. 
 
See page 10 for more details
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RTHS Bass Fishing

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Bring home the savings during our

90 Days Same As Cash            Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 • hubcityfurniture.com

02
14

20
17

Bedroom & Mattress Event

RTHS Boys Tennis

Team effort results in first victory of season
Hubs defeat Freeport 6-3 to snap six-match winless streak

Statebound anglers
Hasz-Ohlinger-Samo trio takes third at IHSA Shabbona Lake Sectional

The Rochelle bass fishing team sent two boats to the IHSA Sectional at Shabbona Lake on Thursday. Coach 
Curt Samo, Cooper Hasz and Griffin Ohlinger (left to right) took third and qualified for the state meet.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SHABBONA — Ro-
chelle anglers Cooper 
Hasz and Griffin Ohlinger 
leaned on head coach 
Curt Samo’s experience at 
Shabbona Lake on Thurs-
day, when the Hub bass 
fishing team sent two boats 
out on the water for one 
of several IHSA Sectional 
meets happening across 
the state.

With the weather condi-
tions changing throughout 
the morning and afternoon, 
finding the fish early and 
often would be paramount 
for any team looking to 
qualify for the IHSA State 
Championship at Carlyle 
Lake. Rochelle’s No. 1 
boat of Samo, Hasz and 
Ohlinger did exactly that, 
with the anglers reeling in 
their biggest catches within 
a one-hour time frame and 
ultimately finishing third 
out of 14 boats with a final 
weight count of 9 pounds 
and 10 ounces.

The third-place per-
formance was enough to 
advance Rochelle to the 

IHSA State Championship 
for the sixth time in seven 
years (the 2019-20 IHSA 
State Series was canceled 
due to COVID-19). For 
Hasz and Ohlinger, who are 
both in their first years with 
the Hub bass fishing team, 
relying on the knowledge 
of their veteran head coach 
was a key to their success.

“I was surprised that we 
qualified because we had 
no idea how the competi-
tion was going and we had 
fished the same area for a 
good amount of time at 
the start of the competi-
tion,” Ohlinger said. “We 
knew an area where the 
fish were, thanks to coach 
Samo, and we reached our 
limit within an hour… I 
have high hopes for the 
state meet because I know 
coach Samo can find us a 
good spot on the lake that 
will help us do well and 
hopefully pull out a top 
placement.”

Rochelle’s No. 2 boat, 
which featured Garrett 
Burdin, Sergio Guevara 
and coach Phil Hasz, fin-
ished 11th with a weight 
count of 2 pounds and 3 

ounces. The IHSA State 
Championship will take 
place from May 21-22 at 
Carlyle Lake. Rochelle’s 
best performance at the 
state meet came in 2016, 

when the Hubs took fourth 
overall with a final count of 
13 pounds and 14 ounces.

“Being able to qualify 
for state in my first year 
on the bass fishing team 

is a really cool experi-
ence,” Cooper Hasz said. 
“Patience and going with 
our gut were the keys to 
our success and it worked 
out for us. It was a roller 

coaster of a day. I expect 
that the state meet will be 
harder than sectionals, but 
competing with the other 
top bass fishermen in the 
state will be fun.”

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity tennis 
team snapped its six-match 
winless streak on Saturday, 
defeating the Freeport Pret-
zels 6-3 in nonconference 
action. Sophomore David 
Wanner brought home 
three points for the Hubs, 
securing two singles wins 
over Freeport’s Caden 
Geiser (6-0, 6-1) as well as 
Rock Falls netter Dawson 
Newendyke 6-3, 7-5. 

“It feels good to break 
through and get our first 
win,” Wanner said. “We’re 
starting to figure ourselves 
out and we’re beginning to 
put together what we’ve 
learned over our first two 
weeks. My consistency 
was the key for me today. 
I kept the ball in play and 
waited for my opponents to 
make errors. Our mechan-
ics will be important for us 
moving forward. I think our 
consistency is improving 
and our understanding of 
match flow is getting better 
as well.”

Rochelle and Freeport 
opened the match in dou-
bles competition, with the 
Hubs taking a 2-1 lead 
heading into singles play. 
Wanner and sophomore 
Owen Haas downed Owen 
Helm and Nate Wilks 6-1, 
6-2 at No. 2 doubles, while 

juniors Peter Forsberg and 
Alex Gilbert teamed up to 
defeat Ashey Kubly and 
Guillermo Alanis Barajas 
6-1, 6-0 at No. 3 doubles. 
Juniors Jason Zheng and 
Devansh Patel battled at 
No. 1 doubles, falling 3-6, 
2-6 to Geiser and John 
Helms.

“I thought we all did re-
ally well today,” Forsberg 
said. “We’ve come a long 
way from our first few 
matches and I thought we 
won a lot of games today. 
Practice and consistency 
will be our focuses moving 
forward and we’ll going to 
work on getting all of our 
ground strokes over.”

Haas dominated Alanis 
Barajas in singles, sweep-
ing him 6-0, 6-0 on the No. 
6 court to give Rochelle 
a 3-1 lead. Forsberg took 
the No. 5 singles match 
6-1, 6-0 over Kubly before 
Zheng fell 2-6, 1-6 against 
Helm at No. 2 singles. 
With Rochelle leading 4-2, 
Wanner secured the team 
victory for the Hubs with 
his singles win over Geiser. 
Patel scored Rochelle’s 
final point of the match, 
outlasting Wilks 6-2, 6-4 at 
the No. 4 court. The Hubs 
are now 1-6 on the season.

“We’ve been working 
hard in practice so we de-
serve this win,” Haas said. 
“Our chemistry in doubles 
will be important for us and 

we’re learning how to work 
with each other as opposed 
to playing by ourselves. My 

serves were on point today 
and that made everything 
easier for me.” 

The final match con-
cluded on the No. 3 singles 
court, with Gilbert falling 

1-6, 5-7 to Helms.

See BOYS page 8

Juniors Devansh Patel (left) and Jason Zheng (right) battle for the Rochelle Hub varsity tennis team during 
Saturday’s nonconference match with Freeport.
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