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MENDOTA – Mendota will have its Inde-
pendence Day celebration on Saturday, June 26 
at Lake Mendota Park. The gates will open at 
7 p.m. and the fabulous fireworks display will 
begin at approximately 9:30 p.m.

There will be a concession stand, glow 
merchandise for sale, world-famous corn dogs 
served by the Mendota Lions Club and delicious 
Mexican cuisine by Tacos Guzman.

Admission is free to the fireworks show. A 
freewill donation will be accepted at the gate.

The celebration is sponsored by the Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Gathering of geese
While many people enjoyed the weekend by casting their fishing line into the water of Lake Mendota, a gaggle 
of geese hang out under a shade tree on the first day of summer, June 20. Summer also arrived with some 
much-needed rain as nearly an inch and a half fell in Mendota, much to the delight of the grass and area 
farmers. (Reporter photo)

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Mendota City 
Council acted on several requests and 
heard about bid openings for the street 
maintenance program at its June 21 
regular meeting.

During Mayor David Boelk’s report, 
he informed the council members that 
bid openings had been conducted earlier 
in the day for the 2021 non-motor fuel 
tax street maintenance program. This 
is for the Burlington Street curb and 
Welland Road pavement projects. Since 
the item was not on the agenda for the 
council’s consideration, the awarding of 
the bid could not be done, however, he 

asked the council to consider accepting 
the bid of Advanced Asphalt Company 
of Princeton. The formal awarding of 
the bid will be done at the first meeting 
in July.

In Aldermanic reports, Jay Miller 
presented a request from Cindy’s on 
34 for a video gaming license to add 
another machine, which was approved 
by the council.

During Jim Fitzpatrick’s report, the 
council approved four requests. Two 
were from the Knights of Columbus 
Council 2090. The first was for the use 
of the city lot at the corner of Eighth 
Street and Sixth Avenue for sweet corn 
sales on July 17, 24, 31, Aug. 7, 21, 28 

and Sept. 4. The second request from 
the K of C was to use the intersection of 
Main and Meriden streets for its annual 
Tootsie Roll fundraising drive on Friday, 
Sept. 17 and Saturday, Sept. 18.

Also approved by the council was 
a request from the Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce to use Strouss 
Park for a Sweet Corn Festival 3 on 3 
Basketball Tournament on Aug. 13-14 
and a request from First United Meth-
odist Church to use Veterans Park on 
Sunday, July 18 for an anti-racism rally 
and ice cream social.

The next regular meeting of the 
Mendota City Council will be Tuesday, 
July 6 at 5:30 p.m.

City Council OKs license; approves requests

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The 
day that marks the anniver-
sary of the day in 1865 when 
some of the last enslaved 
Americans learned that they 
had been freed is now an of-
ficial state holiday in Illinois.

At a bill signing ceremony 
in front of a signed copy of 
President Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation, 
Gov. JB Pritzker signed 
House Bill 3922 into law, 
designating June 19 as June-
teenth National Freedom 
Day in Illinois.

“With this new law, no 
longer can a child grow up 
in Illinois without learning 
about Juneteenth in school,” 
Pritzker said. “With this 
change, the people of Illinois 
will have a day to reflect on 
how the freedom that we 
celebrate just two weeks 
later, on the Fourth of July, 
was delayed to Black Amer-
icans.”

Gov. JB Pritzker signs a bill making Juneteenth, June 
19th, a paid state holiday. (Capitol News Illinois photo 
by Peter Hancock)

‘Juneteenth’ becomes official state holiday
q Day marks anniversary of last enslaved Americans learning of freedom

Lincoln signed the Eman-
cipation Proclamation on 
Jan. 1, 1863. It declared that 
all slaves held in states that 
were in rebellion against the 
United States were immedi-
ately and permanently free.

That proclamation did 
nothing, however, for slaves 
held in states like Kentucky 

and Maryland that had not 
seceded from the Union. 
They would not become free 
until after ratification of the 
13th amendment in 1865.

It also did not immedi-
ately free slaves who were 

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Any 
vaccinated Illinoisan will 
be automatically entered 
into a lottery for $10 
million in prizes without 
having to take any extra 
steps to enter.

Gov. JB Pritzker an-
nounced the “all in for 
the win” vaccine lottery 
at an event in Chicago, 
noting it would award $7 
million in cash prizes for 
adults 18 years of age and 
older, as well as $3 million 
in scholarship awards for 
Illinoisans ages 12 to 17.

The first drawing will 
be conducted by the Illi-
nois Lottery on July 8 and 
drawings will continue 
into August. Prizes will 
include cash payments 

Vaccinated Illinoisans automatically 
entered into a $10 million lottery
q Prizes include cash payments up to $1 million, scholarships

from $100,000 to $1 mil-
lion. Scholarships would be 
in the form of Bright Start 
529 savings plans worth 
$150,000 each.

The money is allocated 
from federal American Res-
cue Plan funding, of which 
the state received more than 
$8 billion.

Drawings will be con-
ducted statewide and indi-
vidually in the state’s Restore 
Illinois regions that coincid-
ed with mitigation efforts 

throughout the pandemic. 
In the final drawing Aug. 
26, the winners of the final 
two of three $1 million 
prizes will be chosen from 
a statewide pool.

To receive a vaccine, 
Illinoisans were required 
to give their information 
to the medical professional 
who administered the vac-
cine, so Pritzker said that 
is how the names will be 
chosen for the drawings. 
Anyone having received 
at least their first dose by 
July 1 would be eligible for 
prizes in the first drawing.

Those who win would 
be contacted by the Illinois 
Department of Public 
Health, who will seek 

See Lottery, Page A5

By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor

MENDOTA – The use 
of E-Learning days will 
continue at Mendota High 
School following approval 
by the District 280 Board of 
Education. During a public 
hearing, which preceded 
the June 21 board meeting, 
Superintendent Jeff Prusator 
explained that E-Learning 
days were allowed by the 
state prior to the pandemic. 
They may be used in place 
of snow/emergency days 
when schools are closed and 
are different than Remote 
Learning. 

Prusator explained that 
Remote Learning days were 
allowed in Illinois during the 
pandemic when schools were 
closed for extended periods, 
but that rule has now expired. 
Although at first he did not 
believe remote learning was 
a good idea, Prusator said he 
has changed his mind. “We 
learned that remote learning 
can be very effective when 
school has to be closed for 
some reason,” he said. “I 
was not a fan at first because 
I thought students had to be in 
a classroom and interact with 
their teachers. But since then, 
we have seen that E-Learning 
days can be effective for 
snow/emergency days when 
school cannot be in session 
for some reason.” 

The state allows schools 
to use up to five E-Learning 
days during a school year, but 
they can only be used when 
school cannot be open due 
to weather or emergencies, 
not just because a school 

MHS approves use 
of E-Learning days
q Must be used for snow/emergency days

decides to have one. “I think 
this would be a beneficial 
option for us to use rather 
than having to make up 
those days at the end of the 
school year,” Prusator said. 
“By May, students are ready 
for the end of the year and it 
is harder to have them get 
anything out of extra days 
at that time.” 

The E-Learning days do 
not have to be used, Prusator 
added, but they will be an 
option if needed. 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Principal Denise Augh-
enbaugh reported on this 
year’s summer school and 
thanked Assistant Principal 
Joe Masini for the time and 
effort he took to organize the 
program.

Summer school credit re-
trieval is continuing through 
July 2 with 43 students taking 
math and science and 30 
students taking English. 

A total of 71 students are 
enrolled in driver’s education 
with 23 in behind-the-wheel 
training and 48 students 
taking classroom instruction, 
who still need behind-the-
wheel. Aughenbaugh noted 
that it will take quite a bit of 
time to catch up on behind-
the-wheel training because 
of the time lost during the 
pandemic. 

In addition, the dual credit 
IVCC speech courses have 
58 students registered. 
Registration & Orientation

Aughenbaugh strongly 
encouraged parents to watch 
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Graves-Hume Library Summer 
Reading Club begins in July

MENDOTA - Graves-
Hume Public Library is 
set to begin their Summer 
Reading Club 2021 “Dig 
Deeper: Read, Investigate 
and Discover” next month. 

All funds raised for this 
year’s program were spent 
paying for programs, pro-
gram materials, craft sup-
plies, giveaway books and 
other prizes and snacks. 

Each participant will earn 
prizes thanks to the following 
participants:

American Legion, Black 
Bros. Co., Caseys, City 
of Mendota Mayor David 
Boelk and members of the 
City Council, Culvers, David 
M. Kaleel, Edward Jones, 
Financial Plus Credit Union, 
First Federal Savings Bank, 
First State Bank, Friends 
of the Library, McDonalds, 
Mauch Carpentry, Mendota 
Elks: B.P.O.E #1212, Men-
dota Lions Club, Mendota 
Fire Department, Mendota 
Optimist Club, Meriden 
Grain, Nightengales, Peggie 
Reddick, Pizzas by Marchel-
loni, Prairie State Tractor/

Holland & Sons, Stewart Tax 
& Accounting of Peru, Sub-
way, Sullivans, V.F.W. Post 
4079, and Ziggie’s Family 
Room Restaurant.

A few organizations paid 
for specific programs or 
program materials including:

Optimist Club - Week 1: 
S.O.A.R Live Bird Program

Meriden Grain - Week 
2: Butterfly Enclosures and 
Worm Program

Friends of the Library and 
Mendota Fire Department - 
Week 3: Squirt Guns/pool 
noodles materials and MFD 
donated their time

Sullivan’s - Week 4: Sto-
rywalk and ice cream treats

Nightengales - Weekly 
book giveaway for all chil-
dren

Mayor Boelk and mem-
bers of City Council - Weekly 
programs and supplies.

LOCAL AND AREA

815-673-7216
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

PLUS

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR
YOUR HOME

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

WITH IN-HOME
ESTIMATE!**

CALL DURING THIS
PROGRAARAM&RECEIVE
DINNER TOGO!
FREE $50 GIFT CARD
WITH IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

16

$99
INSTALLATION
for a limited
time on a
complete
LeafGuard
system!†

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will cleannn yyyooouuur guuutttttteeerrrs fffor free

†Does not include material costs. Expires 06/30/2021. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 
minute in-home product consultation will receive a  $50 gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per 
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a  photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a  contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a  Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except 
that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 
sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 06/30/2021.

MORTGAGE LOANS SINCE 1885

 JESSE ARELLANO
NMLS #1815886

Our knowledgable staff will work with you!

BEST 
PLACE 

TO 
BORROW
Fixed & Variable Rates, 

Local Servicing

BEST 
PLACE 

TO 
 SAVE!

Community Oriented 
for over 135 Years.

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

EDUCATION BRIEFS
LaMoille native announces the release of second book
 ♦ Children’s event scheduled 
at Graves-Hume Library

MORRISON – Former LaMoille 
resident, Kimberly Souba has launched 
a new book, “A Caterpillar’s Journey.” 
The children’s book, which tells the 
story of a caterpillar who desires to be a 
butterfly, is illustrated by Alaina Selzler 
of Jamestown, N.D.

After publishing her first book, 
“From Death to New Life: The Trans-
formation of Soul” in November 2020, 
Souba was inspired by children in her 
life to think about writing a children’s 
book. An elementary teacher at Tampico 
Elementary school, Souba wrote “A 
Caterpillar’s Journey” when she was 
home on a snow day in February. 

The book is based on her love for 
butterflies and as a way to help children 
overcome all the negative thoughts and 
attitudes that others place on them.

Souba says “A Caterpillar’s Journey” 

can teach children the importance of 
being kind and friendly or how to over-
come bullying. A teenager and/or adult 
might see the theme of listening to their 
parent for advice, while a person of faith 
may see the theme of relying on God 
for His perfect timing in all things. It 
just depends on where the person is at 

in their own life.
“I’m a huge fan of Max Lucado, a 

Christian author who provides themes 
in his children’s books for people of 
all ages. It does not matter if you are 
4 or 94. Everyone will get something 
different out of his writings. That is how 
I want to write my children’s books,” 
Souba explained.

Souba will hold a children’s event 
at Graves-Hume Public Library in 
Mendota on Saturday, July 10 begin-
ning at 11 a.m. She will read the book 
to the children and other activities are 
also planned. The event is open to the 
public and a library card is not required. 
Souba will be on hand to sign copies of 
her book, which will also be available 
to purchase.

The book is available by preorders 
on Souba’s website, www.ksouba.com 
and will be listed on Amazon beginning 
July 1.

LaSalle County 4-H Show and Junior Fair July 7-11
OTTAWA - The 2021 LaSalle County 4-H Show and 

Junior Fair, “The Power of YOUth!” is gearing up for a 
great 4-H exhibit show representing area 4-H youth ex-
hibitions as well as many activities and evening events. 
The fair kicks off Wednesday, July 7 and continue through 
July 11 at the LaSalle County fairgrounds in Ottawa. 

4-H clubs are busy completing projects and cleaning 
up the fairgrounds in preparation for putting on a great 
exhibit show. The “Power of YOUth” will reflect 
the power within every 4-Her’s focus and hard 
work preparing their project exhibits and also rep-
resent the many service learning and community 
activities 4-H members participate in. Come out 
to the LaSalle County Fairgrounds to experience 
4-H and also to enjoy the night events. This year, 
many new events and activities can be enjoyed. 

On Wednesday, July 7, judging of all Visual Arts ex-
hibitions will take place. Cloverbud exhibits will also be 
on display. To add to the fun, there will be a fun bicycle 
activity to introduce the bicycle rodeos taking place on 
Saturday.

On Thursday, July 8, judging starts on all other non-live-
stock projects. This includes everything from aerospace to 
zucchini along with cake decorating, dog show and a style 
revue event featuring 4-H’ers clothing projects and other 
creative items. Various pop up 4-H activities and games 
will occur each day. Nighttime entertainment includes the 
Broken Horn Rodeo. That day LaSalle County 4-H and 
Junior Fair will also offer free admission to all veterans 
and military by showing their military ID.

Friday, July 9 the Swine, Horse, Poultry, Dairy shows 
begin in the morning with the Sheep and Cat Show to take 

place in the afternoon. The public presentation contest 
will be held at 5 p.m. on stage in Exhibit Hall 3. The Illini 
State Pullers Truck & Tractor Pull will start at 7 p.m. and 
watch for more 4-H pop up activities and games. 

Saturday, July 10 the Beef and Rabbit show starts 
the morning events with Beef Showmanship following. 
Many fun activities will take place throughout the day. 
Funny Magic Guy will provide three shows throughout 

the afternoon and an exciting scavenger hunt will 
be held throughout the fairgrounds. The evening 
will offer a fair auction at 4:30 p.m. in the show 
arena, sponsored by “Friends of Extension and 
4-H.” Numerous items will be available for bid-
ding and proceeds will benefit LaSalle County 
4-H programming. Evening entertainment will 
be the Ramer Race Promotions Demolition 

Derby at 7 p.m.!
On Sunday, July 11 the Horse and Goat show begins 

at 8 a.m. The ADM Master Showman contest will also 
begin at 10 a.m. in the show barn. As part of a closing 
celebration, Cloverbud members will present a special 
“Pledge around the Pole” at 2 p.m. At the close of the 
fair, projects will be released at approximately 4 p.m.  

Bring the family and come see the fabulous projects 
young people from all over the county have completed, 
see all the animals, enjoy good food and have a great 
time at the fair. 

Please forward any 4-H questions to  LaSalle County 
Extension at (815) 433-0707. The LaSalle County fair-
grounds located on 4-H Road, on the south side of Ottawa. 
For information regarding entry and night events call the 
Junior Fair Association at (815) 200-3913. 

Bradley University announces awards, 
dean’s list honors

PEORIA - Pamela Taylor 
of West Brooklyn, an Envi-
ronmental Science major, 
was recognized by Bradley 
University’s College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
and awarded the Undergrad-
uate Summer Research and 
Artistry Award. Taylor was 
also included on the dean’s 
list for the spring semester. 

Mendota student, Samuel 
Becker was also named to the 
dean’s list at Bradley. Becker 
is majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering Energy. To be 
eligible for the dean’s list, 

a student must achieve a 
minimum 3.5 grade point 
average for the semester on 
a 4.0 scale.

Bradley is a top-ranked, 
private university in Peoria 
offering 5,400 undergraduate 
and graduate students the re-
sources of a larger university 
and the personal attention of 
a smaller university. More 
than 185 academic programs 
are offered in business, 
communications, education, 
engineering, fine arts, health 
sciences, liberal arts and sci-
ences, and technology.
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Bureau County Friends 
of 4-H & Extension 
announce raffle winners

PRINCETON - Friends 
of 4-H & Extension, who 
help to support outreach 
educational programs for 
the Extension Service and 
4-H/Youth Development 
Programs in Bureau County, 
has announced the winners of 
their cash raffle fundraiser. 
The four cash prizes went to 
John Boroski of Spring Val-
ley, $2,500; Dennis Hickey 
of Bradford, $1,000; Sandra 
Morse of Tiskilwa, $500; 
and Kay Taylor of Princeton, 
$250.

The drawing was held 
June 18 at the Becker Pro-
fessional Suites Building in 

Princeton. Gerri Frank of 
Beck Oil Company drew the 
winning tickets. 

The Friends of 4-H & 
Extension volunteer group 
expressed their appreciation 
to the public for their sup-
port. Those who purchased 
raffle tickets are helping to 
maintain the county-wide 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension and 4-H Program in 
Bureau County. 

All proceeds from the 
event are being used to 
support the local 4-H and 
Extension educational pro-
grams and services in Bureau 
County. 

LOCAL AND AREA

News to fit your lifestyle.
Your hometown news is now online at 

www.mendotareporter.com.
Great local news and all the content you love, available anytime, anywhere!

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

• Same great content
• Identical in format to paper edition–   Flip
each page with a single click!

• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it– eEdition is available
sooner than home delivery!

• Back issues available

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

Carl’s Quiz
Which country has the largest

number of islands?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Mintonette was the 
original name of volleyball

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

See RIVER, Page A4

Gerri Frank of Beck Oil Company, left, and Francis 
Morse, Friends of 4-H and Extension, draw the winning 
tickets for the annual Friends of 4-H & Extension cash 
raffle to support Bureau County Extension and 4-H 
educational programming. (Photo contributed) 

Officials confirm algal bloom on Illinois River near Starved Rock
SPRINGFIELD – Following sam-

pling on the Illinois River, Illinois 
officials have confirmed the presence of 
the algal toxin, microcystin, above the 
8 parts per billion (ppb) health adviso-
ry established by U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. The Illinois Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency collected 
samples on June 10 along the northern 
bank of the Illinois River at the Starved 
Rock Lock & Dam (Illinois River mile 
231.1). The Illinois EPA’s laboratory 
confirmed the microcystin level in 
the sample at 95.4 ppb, well above 
the health advisory limit. Illinois EPA 
proactively sampled again on June 16 
for microcystin and awaits the results 
of the resampling event.

Algal toxins (e.g., microcystin and 
cylindrospermopsin), sometimes pro-
duced by blue-green algae, can cause 
sickness or other adverse health effects 
in people and pets, depending on the 
amount and type of exposure. Illinois 
EPA also tested for cylindrospermop-
sin, anatoxin, and saxitoxin but did not 
detect their presence near any level of 
concern.

The very young, elderly, and people 
with compromised immune systems 
are most at risk of illness if exposed 
to algal toxins. Adverse health effects 
attributable to algal toxins can occur 
from direct skin contact, swallowing 
contaminated water, or inhaling water 

droplets in the air. Symptoms of ex-
posure include rashes, hives, diarrhea, 
vomiting, coughing or wheezing. More 
severe symptoms may result from longer 
or greater amounts of exposure.

If you are concerned you have symp-
toms that are a result of exposure to algal 
toxins, contact your health care provider 
or call the Illinois Poison Center at (800) 
222-1222. If your pet experiences symp-
toms that may be a result of exposure, 
contact your veterinarian immediately.

Residents who plan to recreate in, 
on, or near Illinois rivers, lakes or 
streams are advised to avoid contact 

with water that:
• looks like spilled, green or blue-

green paint
• has surface scums, mats, or films
• is discolored or has green-colored 

streaks
• has greenish globs suspended in 

the water below the surface
Do not let pets drink from or swim 

in water with any of the above char-
acteristics.

If you or your pet have come into 
contact with water you suspect may have 

Sublette Village Board approves donations
By TONJA GREENFIELD 
Staff writer

SUBLETTE - The Village 
of Sublette board approved 
a donation to two organi-
zations during its monthly 
meeting on June 14. The 
board met at the Ellice 
Dinges Center with all board 
members present.

Village President John 
Stenzel told the board that 
years ago, the village would 
make a donation to the Am-
boy American Legion for 
the Memorial Day ceremony 
performed in Sublette on 
Memorial Day. It was also 
brought up about making a 
donation to Flags of Freedom 
in Princeton, which was the 
topic of the guest speaker at 
the Memorial Day ceremony.

The board approved a 
motion to donate $100 to 
both organizations.

In other board news:
• Don Dinges reported 

that both the Memorial Day 
ceremony and the garage 
sale weekend went well in 
Sublette. He told the board he 
was hoping to start a farmer’s 
market in Sublette but is 
having a tough time finding 
vendors. Dinges also said 
he is looking for volunteers 
to drive the village’s float 
in the Sweet Corn Festival 
and Depot Days parades in 
August. 

Dinges met with the In-
ternational Harvesters Col-
lectors about the annual toy 
show in March and reported 
that Max Armstrong said he 

would attend in 2022.
The annual one-day trac-

tor drive will be held on the 
first Wednesday in August 
this year. Dinges said he is 
reaching out to people asking 
them to be a part of the car 
show, which is held after 
Labor Day.

• Stenzel reported that 
the village has entered into 
an electrical rate agreement 
with eight other communi-
ties using Dynegy. The new 
rate will be from September 
2021-2024 and will be 
.06395 per kilowatt hour. 
Stenzel said currently the 
village has a rate of .0699 
per kilowatt hour.

• The board approved 
a listing agreement with 
Erbes Realty, LLC to relist 
the property at 109 W. Main 
St. in Sublette for $20,000. 
The listing agreement is from 
June through September.

• The board will hold a 
meeting at 6 p.m. on July 15 
to discuss the village’s com-
prehensive plan. The current 
comprehensive plan was 
passed in December 2005.

• Stenzel reported that 
U.S. Route 52 resurfacing 
has begun.

The next Sublette Village 
Board meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, July 12 
at the Ellice Dinges Center.

SUBLETTE
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Marvin Buchanan 
MENDOTA - Marvin “Marv” 

Buchanan, 65, of Mendota passed 
away unexpectedly on June 19, 2021 
at OSF St. Anthony Medical Center 
in Rockford.

A memorial service will be held 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 26 at the 
Merritt Funeral Home in Mendota 
with Chaplain Kent Terry officiating. 
Visitation will be from 4-7 p.m. on 
Friday, June 25 at the funeral home. 
Cremation rites have been accorded.

Marv was born June 3, 1956 in Mendota to Herbert and 
Shelby (Ellis) Buchanan. He married Connie Spriet in Men-
dota on Aug. 4, 1993.

Survivors include his wife of Mendota; his daughter, Jen 
Buchanan of Aurora, Ohio; his step daughter, Jamie Danley 
of Mendota; two brothers, Herb (Sue) Buchanan and Scott 
(Tami), both of Mendota; and eight grandchildren, Anthony 
Buchanan, Lexi Price, Ashton Price, Adriana Buchanan, 
Kayden Danley, Abel Buchanan, Kaylynn and Dylan Reed.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one son, 
Tyler on March 10, 2018.

Marv attended grade school in Mendota and was in the class 
of 1975 at Mendota High School. He graduated from Lincoln 
Barber College and maintained an active barber license. He 
worked at Consolidated Freight before spending the next 30 
years at H&H Builders in Mendota, until his early retirement 
in 2009. Marv always said he had “won the lottery” when 
he married Connie. They spent 28 years happily married 
and remained the best of friends. Marv loved to cook and 
took great pride in preparing his family’s favorites. He was 
happiest doing anything with, or for, his family and never 
missed an opportunity to tell them how much he loved them 
and how proud he was to have them in his life.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the fam-
ily. Online condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

Celebration of life - Martin Eddy
PAW PAW - A Celebration of 

Life for Martin Eddy, who passed 
away Feb. 7, 2021, will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 26 
at First Presbyterian Church, 
Paw Paw with Rev. Ken Foster 
officiating. Burial will be follow 
at Melugin Grove Cemetery. 

A reception will be held at 
Downtown Bar and Grill, West 
Brooklyn starting at 1 p.m. Mer-
ritt Funeral Home, Mendota is assisting the family. 

Celebration of life - Phyllis Thompson
MENDOTA - A memorial 

service for Phyllis Thompson, 
92, of Mendota, who passed 
away Nov. 19, 2020, will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 26 at First Presbyterian 
Church, Mendota with Rev. 
Susan Presley officiating. 

Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota is assisting the 
family.
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QUALITY REPAIR WORK
SINCE 1948

1213 Meriden St., Mendota, IL

539-7010We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week.

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Pergola at Mendota Civic Center

UnionWinner - Jolene Kittilson

Where is it…

in Mendota?

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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Memorial Services

a bloom of blue-green algae, 
rinse off with clean, fresh 
water as soon as possible. Do 

not let pets lick scum from 
their fur. With all activities 
that may involve contact with 
lake or stream water, wash 
your hands before eating.

COVID-19 funeral 
assistance available

OTTAWA – The Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) is offering 
monetary reimbursement 
grants to pay for funeral ex-
penses for any death attribut-
ed to COVID-19 occurring 
after Jan. 20, 2020. Even if all 
funeral expenses have been 
paid, the federal program 
can be used to reimburse 
funeral services and inter-
ment or cremation which 
may include transportation 
to identify the deceased in-
dividual; transfer of remains; 
casket or urn; burial plot or 
cremation niche; marker or 
headstone; clergy or officiant 
services; arrangement of the 
funeral; use of funeral home; 
cremation or interment costs; 
costs to produce and certify 
multiple death certificates; 
and additional expenses 
mandated by local or state 
government laws.

FEMA cannot duplicate 

service benefits to families 
that utilized pre-paid funeral 
services such as burial or 
funeral insurance, pre-paid 
funeral contract, pre-paid 
trust for funeral expenses, or 
irrevocable trust for Medic-
aid. However, FEMA does 
not consider life insurance 
proceeds, death gratuities or 
other forms of assistance as 
a duplication benefit.

To be approved for 
reimbursement due to a 
COVID-19 fatality, you 
must have incurred funeral 
expenses for the deceased 
and have documentation 
showing your name as the 
responsible party. The re-
sponsible party applies by 
calling FEMA’s COVID-19 
Funeral Assistance Line 
toll free at (844) 684-6333 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. -8 p.m. FEMA advises to 
anticipate about 20 minutes 
to apply. 

Farm Bureau & COUNTRY 
hosting school supply drive

BUREAU COUNTY - 
This year, Another Child 
Foundation’s goal is to pack 
nearly 1,000 packs for stu-
dents in the area. Community 
support is being sought to 
help with this goal, which 
will allow kids to arrive back 
at school prepared to learn.

Farm Bureau and partici-
pating COUNTRY insurance 
offices will have drop box 
locations at their offices 
from now until July 21. 
Please consider donating 
any of the following needed 
items: blue/black ball point 
pens, red ballpoint pens, 
pencils, erasers, colored 
pencils (Crayola), colored 
markers (Crayola), crayons 
(Crayola), rulers, highlight-
ers, glue sticks (Elmers), 
school glue (Elmers), water 
colors (Crayola), sharp scis-
sors, blunt scissors, pencil 
pouches, notebooks, pocket 
folders, pronged folders and 

backpacks.
Drop off locations include 

Farm Bureau, 1407 N. Main 
St., Princeton; COUNTRY 
Financial, 204 N. Main 
St., Princeton; COUNTRY 
Financial, 224 W. Main St., 
Tiskilwa; and COUNTRY 
Financial, 102 N. Main St., 
Walnut. 

For additional questions 
about the program, contact 
Farm Bureau at (815) 875-
6468.

St. Margaret’s Health & Arukah Institute 
announce collaboration and new area services

PRINCETON - St. Mar-
garet’s Health – Spring 
Valley was the recipient 
of a Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) 
grant to support expanding 
behavioral health services 
to our area. This grant will 
provide $2 million dollars 
each year for two years to 
establish a Certified Com-
munity Behavioral Health 
Clinic, The St. Margaret’s 
Center for Holistic Health 
& Wellness (CHHW), which 
will be located in the adjacent 
space in the Center for Fami-
ly Health (CFH) in Princeton. 

The Center will work 
primarily with residents of 
LaSalle, Bureau, Putnam 
and Marshall counties. A 
new CHHW program direc-
tor, Mike Miroux, LCPC, 
has been hired and recently 
joined St. Margaret’s staff. 
Construction will begin soon 
at the site in Princeton.

Miroux has returned to 
his hometown area and is 
excited about this opportu-
nity. “I think the Center for 
Holistic Health and Wellness 
will be looked at as a leader 
and model for providing in-
novate and effective behav-
ioral health services in rural 
communities,” he said. “I am 
excited about working with 
a dedicated team to expand 
access to comprehensive 
behavioral health care in the 
Illinois Valley.”

A key collaborating part-
ner is the Arukah Institute, 
located in Princeton. Arukah 
will work with St. Margaret’s 
to provide the high-quality, 
community-based care and 

to break down barriers that 
people often encounter when 
they try and get help. In ad-
dition to counseling, Arukah 
brings a strong wellness 
component through comple-
mentary therapies and other 
approaches, which are daily 
activities that all people can 
do to stay well. 

Arukah will relocate ser-
vices to the new CHHW once 
renovation is completed. 
Any person walking in can 
receive wellness, counseling, 
crisis, psychiatry, primary 
care or group/family thera-
pies. Dr. Sarah B. Scruggs, 
CEO of Arukah Institute and 
Lead Evaluator for CHHW 
remarks, “We see this as a 
powerful way to increase 
care options and provide 
on-demand care for people in 
our rural area. We value our 
partnerships with OSF and 
other providers in the area, 
and the goal here is . . . to be 
a safe landing spot for people 
that are struggling, and to find 
out what’s best for the person 
and get them there.”

Only half of the work will 
occur in a physical place.
The other half will be in the 
community  when and where 
people are in need. The new 
CHHW will provide on-de-
mand, mobile services 24/7 
to help individuals in mental 
health or substance abuse 
crisis in homes, schools, at 
work or other public spaces. 
A critical partner is local law 
enforcement, as the respon-
sibility of ‘round the clock 
care is usually shouldered 
by officers alone. This grant 
will allow social workers and 
counselors to work alongside 

law enforcement in order to 
provide proper and timely 
help to those needing mental 
healthcare and/or interven-
tions. Chief Tom Kammerer 
of the Princeton Police De-
partment has been a driving 
force for this in our area. 
Princeton, Spring Valley, and 
Peru police departments and 
the Bureau County Sheriff’s 
Office have been early adopt-
ers of this model. 

“The provision of 24/7 
crisis response will help the 
police and emergency rooms 
divert people in need of ser-
vices to a more appropriate 
type of care. Chief Kam-
merer said they have already 
trained more than half of their 
officers in Crisis Intervention 
Training (CIT) and all staff 
has some measure of mental 
health training. 

Individuals often struggle 
with other “non-medical” 
health concerns as well, 
termed social determinants 
of health, which are respon-
sible for 85 percent of a per-
son’s overall health. This in-
cludes reliable employment, 
food, education, housing, 
social support and family. 
The CHHW will leverage 
collaborations of the C5-Ru-
ral Network (Collaborative 
Complementary, Conven-
tional and Community-based 
Care for Rural Populations). 
On a monthly basis, medical 
providers, schools, churches, 
social services, industry, law 
enforcement, and other com-
munity-based providers meet 
to develop care strategies that 
bridge gaps in rural mental 
health and substance use 
prevention, treatment and 
recovery. 

St. Margaret’s and Arukah 
were among the first five 

organizations to join, and 
the network has grown to 36 
members including members 
from LaSalle, Bureau, Mar-
shall and Putnam counties. 
They have been successful 
at bringing entities together 
to learn how to work togeth-
er. Dr. Scruggs comments, 
“Inter-organizational collab-
orative care is difficult to do 
well, but it’s vital in an area 
like ours where resources 
are limited and people are 
underserved. C5-Rural has 
shown that this is possible, 
but requires good commu-
nication, trust and creativity 
to develop new workflows 
among otherwise separate 
organizations.”

The grant will allow the 
hiring of clinicians to support 
medical providers caring 
for patients needing mental 
health and substance abuse 
services. Hiring is underway 
for Licensed Clinical Social 
Workers (LCSW), Licensed 
Clinical Professional Coun-
selors (LCPC) and Behavior-
al Health Care Coordinators. 
While the primary location 
will be in Princeton, they plan 
to have counselors in some 
larger primary care clinics 
to improve timely access 
to services and improve 
mental health services and 
assist physicians and nurse 
practitioners in attending to 
this patient population.

Watch for more informa-
tion on the development of 
these services by following 
St. Margaret’s Health on 
Facebook or visiting www.
aboutsmh.org. More infor-
mation regarding Arukah 
Institute of Healing, and 
the C5-Rural network is 
available at https://arukahin-
stitute.org. 
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1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue &Wed 9-5 

Thurs Closed • Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4 09232019

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.

www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, June 25
Parmesan Crusted Cod

Saturday, June 26
Cookout Night!

Ribeye or Chops, served with potato,  
vegetable, salad bar & dessert. 

(Full menu available both nights)

06212021

• We will be closed starting  
Sunday, June 27 and reopen  

on Wednesday, July 7 •

*ANTIQUE AND PRIMITIVE ESTATE AUCTION*
Saturday JUNE 26th Starting at 10:00 a.m.

In Order to Settle the Estate of Frank Middleton, The Following Country Collectibles 
and Farm Primitives items Will Be sold at no reserve to the highest bidder, Located at 
49W866 Ramm Road, Maple Park, Illinois 60151. Watch for Almburg Auction Signs 
at Rt. 64 & McGough Roads. Many of these items are one-of-a-kind and date back to 
the early years of country living and farming. These items or from several generations 
of the Middleton Family since the early 1900’s. Auction will be held outside so come 
dressed for the weather!
2 Cast “A.ELLWOOD. DEKALB, ILL” Drawer Handles? Large Cast Boot Jack collec-
tion, some never seen before!; Large collection of Cast Wooden Match stick holders; 
Large Collection of Sadd irons and Iron Trivets; Large cast Iron Hand Fluters for 
crimping and pleating, some I never seen before. Cast figurines and animals; Folk Art 
Wooden flour sifter; Large arrow and Ax head collection; Old Political button collection; 
Over 12 Antique and primitive clocks; 14 Point Elk antlers; Primitive wooden boxes; 
Cast iron lamp holders; 1872 Kane County Plat book; Other old plat books and asses-
sors books; Large collection of antique books, posters, prints, ornate frames, photos 
and wall hangings; 1937 Coronation hand Waver Flags for George VI and Queen Eliz-
abeth; At least a dozen Long Rifles  black powder antique guns dating before 1899. 
Several classic wall hangers!.  $20.00 charge per gun added on to final bid. Must have 
current FOID card to buy. Gun transaction handled by Dennis Leifheit, FFL Dealer 
Northern Illinois Carry in Sycamore; Terms: 10% Buyer’s premium on all items sold. 
Cash, Checks, Credit Cards w/ 3% convenience fee added. Not Responsible For 
Accidents, Injury or Theft. Announcements made day of sale take precedence over 
all other advertisement. Bring your truck and a friend. All sells to the highest bidder, 
Join us for this great Estate Auction. Almburg Auction, Malta, Illinois. 815-739-3703. 
Pictures on web site www.almburgauctions.com
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  You are going to find things at this auction you have not seen 
before and many items I do not even know what they are! We have several boxes of of 
collectibles, collections and primitive we have not even gone through yet! This is one 
of the Estate Auctions you need to be here for.

Frank Middleton Estate, owner
Almburg Auction
Malta, IL • 815-739-3703

Check out the pictures on website www.almburgauctions.com

199.21 Acres MOL Prime Farmland
Sections 13 & 24 Meriden Twp., LaSalle Co. IL

PROPERTY TO BE OFFERED IN 2 TRACTS  
AS BUYERS CHOICE

FRIDAY JULY 16TH, 2021 @ 10:00 AM  
CLOSING ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 1ST, 2021

 
Location: This farm is located just west of the City of Earlville IL
The farm has US Hwy 34 frontage and adjoins the Burlington 
Northern main line in the rear (excellent development potential).
Legal: That part of the SE ¼ of section 13 lying south of the B 
& N RR and the NE ¼ of section 24 excluding building site all in 
Meriden Twp. LaSalle Co. IL 
Auction Site:  Auction will be held in the basement Pioneer State 
Bank 137 N. Main St., Earlville IL and will also be offered online.

 
Sellers: Murst Family LP 

Auctioneers: McConville Realty and Auctioneering

Joe McConville 815/910-5673 
Marty McConville 815/220-2233

For terms, soil maps, aerial photos, topography maps, online 
bidding information and further information visit  

www.mcconvillerealty.com  

held in territory that was 
still under the control of the 
Confederacy. Those slaves 
had to wait until Union forc-
es captured their territory, 
which, in many cases, did 
not happen until near the end 
of the war.

Most historians date the 
end of the war as April 9, 
1865, when Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee, who led the 
Army of Northern Virginia, 
surrendered to Gen. Ulysses 
S. Grant at Appomattox. But 
not all Confederate armies 
surrendered at that time.

It was more than two 
months later, on June 19, 
1865, when federal forces 
reached Galveston, Tex-
as, and informed enslaved 
people in that city, and 
throughout Texas, that they 
had been freed.

Juliana Stratton, Illinois’ 
first Black lieutenant gov-
ernor and a descendent of 
enslaved people from Mis-
sissippi, spoke about her own 
ancestors who continued to 
be held in bondage even after 
the Emancipation Proclama-
tion was signed and said that 
for them, Juneteenth was “the 
true Independence Day.”

“Juneteenth is a time of 
celebration,” she said. “June-
teenth is a time of telling our 
stories of hope. Juneteenth is a 
declaration of faith that despite 
chattel slavery, we will never 
stop fighting for freedom; that 
despite black codes right here 
in Illinois that discouraged 
free blacks to live in this state, 
we will never stop fighting 
for freedom; that despite 
lynchings and other forms of 
racialized violence that hap-
pened two blocks away from 
where we stand right now, that 
we would never stop fighting 
for freedom.”

Under the new law, June 
19 will be recognized as an 
official state holiday and all 
flags covered by the Illinois 
Flag Display Act will be 
flown at half-staff. In addi-
tion, a Juneteenth flag will 
fly over the State Capitol in 
Springfield.

Juneteenth will also be a 
paid holiday for state workers 
and public school employees 
whenever that day falls on a 
weekday, which will happen 
first in 2023.

Currently, 48 states rec-
ognize Juneteenth as either 
a ceremonial or official state 
holiday.

The Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Mu-
seum is currently displaying 
a rare signed copy of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 
It is one of 48 copies that 
were made and sold to raise 
money for sick or wounded 
Civil War soldiers in 1864, all 
signed by Lincoln, Secretary 
of State William Seward and 
Lincoln’s aide John Nicolay. 
Of those copies, only 27 are 
known to still exist.

The original, hand-writ-
ten version that Lincoln 
signed in 1863 was destroyed 
in the Chicago Fire of 1871.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

permission to share the win-
ner’s name with the Illinois 
Lottery. IDPH will not share 
information without a recip-
ient’s consent, according to 
a news release. 

More information is avail-
able at allin.illinois.gov. 

Pritzker and IDPH Di-
rector Dr. Ngozi Ezike said 
they were hopeful that the 
lottery would increase vac-
cine participation to continue 
to drive positivity rates and 
hospitalizations downward. 
They noted vaccinations 
remain free for Illinoisans at 
a variety of locations, such 
as mass vaccination sites, 
local health departments, 
chain and small pharmacies, 
doctors’ offices and Federal-
ly Qualified Health Centers.

“While our vaccination 
numbers in Illinois are good, 
we can’t stop there. We still 
need more people, as many 
people as possible, and there 
is a pool of 3 million eligible 
people who are not yet vac-
cinated. We still need you to 
step up and get vaccinated,” 
Ezike said. 

Ezike and Pritzker also 
noted that more dangerous 
variants of the virus are 
gaining steam, and as long 
as there are unvaccinated 
individuals in whom the 
virus can find a home, it 
could continue to become 
more dangerous as a variant. 

According to the IDPH 
website, the state has iden-
tified 64 cases of the delta 
variant first found in India. 
That strain is a “variant of con-
cern,” according to federal 
health officials, and could be 
more transmissible and cause 
more severe symptoms for 
those who are unvaccinated. 

“We have to stop this virus 
from circulating before it 
mutates to the point that we 
get a variant that threatens the 
vaccine immunity that the 70 
percent of us… are already 
pursuing. And the way to stop 
that is through vaccination,” 
Ezike said. 

Donna Thompson, CEO 
of ACCESS Community 
Health Network where Pritz-
ker announced the lottery, 
noted the inequities the virus 
has laid bare, especially in 
the predominantly Black 
and brown communities in 
the Chicago area, which her 
organization serves.

“We have seen up close 
the devastating effects that the 
virus has had on our commu-
nities and how health dispar-
ities and inequities have also 
compounded the risk for our 
patients and local residents,” 
she said. “We are also seeing 
disturbing divides across our 
communities – those that 
are vaccinated, and have the 
freedom to go and return to 
a normal life, and then those 
that are unvaccinated, and 
are restricted due to their 
status, and often cases, pre-
senting with serious cases of 
COVID at our health centers, 
or worse, at local emergency 
departments.”

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Holiday
Continued from Page A1

Lottery
Continued from Page A1

Summer Social
event set July 14

OGLESBY – Illinois Val-
ley Community College’s 
Admissions Office will host 
a Summer Social event from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 14 at the Oglesby 
campus. 

The event is a way for 
students to connect with 
future classmates and learn 
the essentials of what it takes 
to be a successful student.

“We’re excited to give 
our students an opportunity 
to meet new people and 
reconnect with old friends 
safely as we all navigate 
toward more face-to-face 
interactions,” said Assistant 
Director of Admissions, Re-
cords and Transfer Services 
Aseret Loveland.

Sign up at www.ivcc.edu/
visit to reserve. Participants 
must follow IVCC’s COVID 
protocol based off the Gov-
ernor’s Restore Illinois plan.

Three welding
sessions offered

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community College 
welding registration sessions 
for fall courses begin in July. 
Attending a session is man-
datory for anyone entering or 
continuing in welding.

Program coordinator 
Tony Sondgeroth will host 
sessions Wednesday, July 
7, Monday, July 19 and 
Wednesday Aug. 4. All ses-
sions begin at 5:30 p.m. in 
Building J East, Room 115.

Contact Kim Herout in 
Workforce Development at 
(815) 224-0233 or Kimber-
ly_herout@ivcc.edu. Fall 
classes begin Aug. 18.

IVCC
News Briefs

for a school mailing that 
will be sent home in July 
regarding registration. A 
combination of online and 
in-person registration will 
be held this summer. She 
noted that it is very helpful 
for parents and students to 
complete registration forms 
and free and reduced lunch 
forms, if needed. All neces-
sary information and forms 
will be posted for download 
at www.mendotahs.org. This 
year, all parents and students 
are required to return a sig-
nature page that verifies they 
have access to the online 
handbooks. 

Detailed information 
will also be sent home 
regarding an incoming 
freshman and new student 
orientation event taking 
place on Aug. 10. Parents 
are encouraged to start 
making medical appoint-
ments for 9th grade physi-
cals, sports physicals and/
or mandated vaccinations. 
Seniors need the MCV4 
booster; freshmen need the 
Measles, Mumps, and Ru-
bella series. Aughenbaugh 
also encourages incoming 
freshman parents to make 
dental appointments and 
take care of the mandated 
9th grade dental form. 

Personnel
Several personnel rec-

ommendations were pre-
sented by Aughenbaugh 
and approved by the board. 
Taylor Schneider was hired 
as a paraprofessional in 
the Functional Life Skills 
program.

Halley Hoffman, who 
graduated in May from 
Indiana University, was 
hired as a new math and 
Spanish teacher. Her teach-
ing assignment will include 
Algebra I, Geometry and 
Spanish I. Aughenbaugh 
said Hoffman was also very 

excited to accept the football 
and basketball cheerleading 
sponsorship. 

Kristi Barajas was ap-
proved as yearbook advisor 
after the resignation of Aaron 
Sester. Prior to resigning, 
Sester began training Bara-
jas for the position. Augh-
enbaugh said Barajas has 
several years of yearbook 
experience and a great deal 
of interest in the position. 

MHS is still seeking a 
physical education teacher 
and two paraprofessionals. 

Commendations
Aughenbaugh recognized 

Aaron Sester and Jason Art-
man, who have been working 
on Illinois Civics projects, 
and also Matt Gehm, who is 
working on summer projects. 
Sester and Artman are work-
ing on a Service Learning 
Project through the Illinois 
Civics Hub and Lou Frey 
Institute at the University 
of Central Florida, which 
involves a prairie/pollinator 
garden project.

She also commended 
band director, Paula Baker 
and the MHS Concert Band 
and Jazz Band and co-direc-
tor, Jon Steben. The band’s 
summer concert took place 
outdoors last week and was 
very well attended. 
SUPERINTENDENT’S 

REPORT
Prusator said the LaSalle 

County Health Department’s 
COVID vaccine clinics being 
held at MHS will take place 
in the parking lot rather than 
the gym. The first dose clinic 
will be on June 23 and the 
second dose on July 31 for 
students 12 and older. The 
clinics are also open to the 
public. 

COVID statistics at MHS 
during the 2020-21 school 
year were compiled by 
school nurse Sheri McCon-
ville and presented by Pru-
sator. First semester, among 
students there were 25 pos-

itive tests and 139 had to be 
quarantined; staff had seven 
positive tests and nine had 
to be quarantined. Second 
semester, among students 
there were 21 positive tests 
and 90 had to be quarantined; 
staff had four positive tests 
and six had to be quarantined.

Both the football team and 
the girls’ soccer team had to 
be quarantined during second 
semester, which accounted 
for a large number of students 
quarantined.

Prusator said MHS held 
in-person classes for the 
whole school year with close 
to 400 students in the build-
ing, and was very pleased 
with those numbers. He also 
noted that all of the positive 
cases were due to contact 
outside of school and there 
was no spread of the virus 
at school. 

Since there is no regular 
board meeting in July, Pru-
sator was given permission 
to pay the July bills.

The next regular board of 
education meeting will be 
held at the high school on 
Monday, Aug. 16 at 6 p.m.

Dist. 280
Continued from Page A1

By ASHLEY RICE
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON – Where is trade policy 
under the Biden administration headed? What 
will influence markets?

Daniel Whitley, acting administrator at the 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service, outlined 
seven critical factors that will influence U.S. 
and global agricultural markets during the 
next decade. They include:

• Growth in the middle class around the 
world;

• How China will decide to interact with 
the rest of the world;

• The role of the U.S. dollar in commodity 
prices;

• The role of trade liberalization, or the 
removal of tariff and other barriers in trade;

• Agriculture’s role in addressing climate 
change around the world;

• The role of biofuels; and
• New products in agriculture such as 

hemp and plant-based meats.
He said China, trade liberalization and 

climate change will have the largest impact 
of the seven.

“I view China as being a fork in the road,” 
Whitley said during a Council on Food, Ag-

riculture, and Resource Economics webinar. 
“Whether or not they’re going to embrace 
their leadership responsibilities, embrace 
their economic power or whether they’re 
going to choose a path of isolation, one 
with not many allies. So, I think China and 
how they interact with the rest of the world, 
particularly with the United States, will be 
key to the global ag markets.”

Then there’s the question of whether re-
taliatory tariffs are here to stay or if a switch 
will be made to trade liberalization.

“Just seven or eight years ago I would 
have never imagined that governments and 
countries would use tariffs as a tool to impact 
policy to address policy concerns,” Whitley 
said. “Is that the new norm?”

Whitley also sees the agriculture industry as 
a major player in addressing climate change.

“I think the world as a whole is taking 
climate change seriously,” said Whitley. 
“I think agriculture will be a major, major 
industry that helps address climate change 
issues. I think that’s going to lead to changes 
in ag trade specifically.”

(This story was distributed through a 
cooperative project between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association.)

7 factors that will drive U.S., global ag markets
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By Scott Reeder
Imagine living in a place where police can detain 

children and lie to them to obtain confessions for crimes 
they did not commit.

North Korea? China? Cuba?
Try the United States of America.
“Right now, it is legal in all 50 states to lie to a juve-

nile to obtain a confession. And Illinois has a reputation 
as the false confession capital of the nation,” said John 
Hanlon, executive director of the Springfield-based 
Illinois Innocence Project.

Last month, Illinois lawmakers passed legislation 
prohibiting police from using deceptive methods during 
interrogations of juveniles. The measure now sits on Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker’s desk and, if signed, will make Illinois 
the first state to prohibit the practice.

It’s a step in the right direction. But it doesn’t go far 
enough. Police officers shouldn’t be allowed to lie to 
anyone during interrogations.

In 1969, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Frazier 
vs. Cupp that police officers can lie to obtain confes-
sions. I’m hard pressed to think of any other case where 
the high court has endorsed the notion that it’s OK for 
government to lie to its citizens.

And in this case the justices were as flat out wrong 
as earlier courts were in Plessy vs. Ferguson where they 
ruled in favor of racial segregation, or in Korematsu v. 
United States, in which they ruled that Japanese Amer-
icans could be placed in internment camps.

The court was wrong in these cases and it is equally 
wrong in Frazier vs. Cupp. It should never be acceptable 
for government to lie to its own citizens.

During the decades I’ve covered police departments 
and courts, I can tell you interrogation rooms are rife 
with abuse.

“Police officers will go up to someone and say things 
that aren’t true like ‘Your friend in the other room has 
given you up.’ Or, ‘Sign this confession and you’ll get 
to go home.’ Or, ‘We found your fingerprints at the 
crime scene,’” Hanlon said.

In 2015, the Illinois Innocence Project successfully 
exonerated Christopher Abernathy after he served 30 
years in prison. After over 40 hours of interrogation  
the 18-year-old with learning disabilities falsely con-
fessed to a murder. Officers told him if he confessed he 
could go home to his mother. Instead, he was arrested, 
convicted and sentenced to life behind bars. After 30 
years of incarceration, IIP obtained DNA testing that 
exonerated and freed him.

“In Illinois there have been 100 wrongful convictions 
predicated on false confessions – 31 involving juve-
niles. Illinois has taken a critical step in changing the 
trajectory of false confessions and subsequent wrongful 
convictions resulting from these types of interrogation 
tactics,” said Lauren Kaeseberg, IIP legal director.

Juveniles are particularly vulnerable during interro-
gations because their minds are not yet fully developed 
and they are more easily susceptible to the power of 
suggestion, said Emily Haney-Caron, an assistant pro-
fessor of psychology at John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice in New York. 

Others view the legislature’s action as far too tepid.
“The Illinois Legislature took a nice first step but 

it really doesn’t go far enough. Police shouldn’t be 
allowed to lie to anyone – whether they are an adult or 
a juvenile,” said Saul Kassin, a distinguished professor 
of psychology at John Jay.

Kassin added it is time for the Supreme Court to 
revisit the Frasier vs. Cupp decision.

“Look how much we have learned about psychology 
in the last 50 years. Most people come into these interro-
gations unaware that the police can lie to them. People 
can be psychologically manipulated into confessing 
to crimes they didn’t commit – particularly when they 
are lied to. It confuses their reality. The Supreme Court 
decision predates the Innocence Project movement. We 
know now that thousands of people have been wrongly 
convicted – many through false confessions.”

While the Illinois legislation does not go far enough, 
it is momentous nonetheless. Illinois has gone further 
than any other state in restricting when police officers 
can lie to those they have sworn to serve.

Let us hope this is just a beginning. It should never 
be acceptable for officers to lie to get a confession.

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist. 
He works as a freelance reporter in the Springfield 
area. Scottreeder1965@gmail.com)

Lying for confessions

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from June 23, 1999.)
By Jessica Nashold

When The Mendota Reporter came 
out on June 23, 1949 – 50 years ago 
today – it carried a banner headline.

Street Widening Project Gets 
Underway
The work, which would involve 

several arterial streets, began at the 
corner of Fifth Street and Sixth Avenue 
in front of the Methodist church. The 
contractor was Arrow Petroleum Co. of 
Forest Park, with completion promised 
by Sept. 1.

The Mendota Hospital Foundation 
held its fifth annual meeting on June 20, 
1949, at which attendance was small. 
The membership of the hospital board 
was doubled, going from nine to 18, and 
another meeting, with the new board, 
was called for June 27.

Bids on building plumbing, heating, 
ventilating and electrical work totaled 
$315,000. Before contracts could be 
awarded an additional $137,000 was 
needed. The Elks agreed to donate 
$10,000 of that amount if the remain-
ing $127,000 was raised. Supporters 
of the hospital drive were convinced 
the people of Mendota wanted a new 
modern hospital. Furthermore – 

They get what they want.
***

E.L. “Bo” Brown donated his sheet 
metal shop to the Mendota Boy Scouts. 
Curley Herman donated equipment to 
move it from the east side of town to the 
northwest edge of Lake Mendota. Many 
men interested in scouting assisted in 
the move, which took place on June 
20, 1949. When plans for expanding 
the building were completed, Mendota 
Building Service volunteered to pour 
the foundation.

The building will be used for 
scouting purposes.
Assisting Brown and Herman the 

day of the move were William Ashley, 
Philip McGinnis, Richard McCray, 
Howard Gardner, Wayne Ashley, Al 
Elsesser, Bobby Boykin, Jack Keefe, 
Pete Schrock, Matt Wennmacher, Ernest 
Dunn, Lud Sikole and Slim Brumley.

***
Although Towers, Inc. had paid 63 

percent of its debt under Chapter 11, a 
hearing was held June 21, 1949, in Ot-

tawa, at which the company was given 
a 10-day extension to satisfy creditors. 
Approximately 65 creditors or their 
attorneys attended the hearing.

The company may be liquidated 
to satisfy debts.

***
A tower was erected near Sublette 

as part of a TV relay system that was 
crossing Lee County. The towers, up 
to 200 feet in height, were placed 25 
to 35 miles apart. Another series was 
planned west to Davenport, Rock Island 
and Moline.

***
Paul Beetz advertised for 150 detas-

selers and foremen. He was also willing 
to contract some acreage to “responsible 
persons.”

The Illinois State Employment Ser-
vice published the schedule of dates 
on which prospective detasselers could 
sign up for jobs. In Mendota, the date 
was July 1 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at city 
hall. It was estimated earnings could be 
$30-$60 for two to three weeks’ work.

***
A Mendota delegation of MABS 

members traveled to Kewanee for Men-
dota Night on June 17, 1949. Mendotan 
Don Whitmore was pitching for the 
Kewanee Athletics that night as they 
met the Burlington Indians. Whitmore 
pitched eight full innings, allowing only 
one run and achieving seven strikeouts. 
The Athletics were winners.

Representing the MABS, Bob Son-
ntag presented a deluxe golf bag and 
set of three woods to their favorite son, 
Don Whitmore.

***
The fifth annual Play-Day Stag out-

ing at the Mendota Golf Club on June 23, 
1949, drew 251 members and visitors. 
A 60-foot tent covered long tables on 
which a smorgasbord was served by 
Charlie Montagnoli and assistants, 
among them Chuck Williar. Prizes 
were awared in numerous categories. 
Winners of the three main prizes were 
L.H. Clark, a complete set of woods; 

George Beach, a golf bag; and Rich 
McCray, $50 in cash.

***
Cub Scouts in Blackstone Pack 109 

hiked to the Schuster farm on June 24 
,1949. Four of the Cubs covered 4 ½ 
miles in one hour. They were Duane 
Mealey, Bob Zimmerman, John Van 
Horn and Lenny Prescott. However, 
all of the hikers rode back to town with 
den mothers.

***
Fitzgerald Air Service advertised 

aerial crop spraying demonstrations of a 
“revolutionary new type of wet sprayer” 
to be held at the airport.

***
Dr. G.W. Rathbun announced his 

removal from Mendota on June 30, 
1949 to open a practice in Princeton. 
• The Rev. Albert Heidmann of Peoria 
accepted a call from St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Mendota to become effective 
in September. The Rev. G.H. Doermann 
was leaving to teach religious education 
at Capital University in Columbus, 
Ohio. • Miss Katherine Schuetz was 
honored by St. John’s for her 35 years 
as organist. The plans were kept secret 
and Miss Schuetz was taken completely 
unaware.

***
The Alexander Lumber Co. adver-

tised a speedy home building project at 
401 10th Ave. A series of dated pictures 
showed Foundation – June 13, Unload-
ing Panels – June 16, and Ready for 
Conventional Siding – June 18.

***
Mendota Trouser Co. advertised 

openings for women and girls to operate 
power sewing machines. Both experi-
enced and inexperienced workers could 
be used. Paid vacations, rest periods and 
“music while you work” were listed as 
inducements.

***
The city council heard a report on 

the Graves Public Library for the year 
ending April 30, 1949, prepared by 
Watson P. Bartlett, secretary-treasurer. 
Money on hand plus receipts for the year 
totaled $6,125.66. Expenses for the year 
were $3,809.75, leaving a balance of 
$2,315.91. The librarian’s salary for the 
year was $1,680, her assistants received 
$40.85, the custodian’s remuneration 
was $665 and Bartlett’s compensation 
for the year was $100.

Street widening earns headline – 1949
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, ....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., .............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., .............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......................815-910-0816

Mendota City Officials

By Rich Lowry
Joe Biden isn’t known for his austerity, except when it 

comes to the nation’s defense.
As part of his welcome emphasis on competition with 

China, the president cajoled reluctant European countries at 
the G-7 summit into releasing a statement critical of China, 
on top of the announcement of an infrastructure program 
meant to counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

That’s all fine as far as it goes, but a glaring omission 
from Biden’s campaign is a defense budget that reflects the 
growing challenge from Beijing.

Indeed, Biden justifies almost any increased domestic 
spending as designed to check China’s ambitions, at the 
same time he neglects what is most needful to keep China 
from dominating its region and waging war on our allies or 
perhaps the U.S. itself.

If we can deter China from taking Taiwan with subsidies 
for electric cars, Biden is inarguably the Churchill of his time.

If we can counter China’s defense buildup with more 
funding for affordable housing, Biden deserves to take his 
place beside Alfred Thayer Mahan or George Kennan as 
great strategic thinkers.

Otherwise, his approach is lacking, and disturbingly so.
Biden’s infrastructure plan, a sprawling proposal that would 

spend $2.3 trillion on everything from roads and bridges 
to affordable housing and elder care, is about the “global 
competition with China,” the president insists.

By Biden’s way of thinking, whatever progressives have 
wanted to do for years is suddenly a priority in the new Cold 
War. The left-wing “explainer” website Vox now claims, 
“Improving domestic infrastructure and investing in new and 
emerging technologies, especially clean energy technology, 
is the best way the U.S. can challenge China for supremacy 
on the world stage.” The publication quoted a Democratic 
congressional aide, “The best way to enact a progressive 
agenda is to use China [as a] threat.”

There are indeed areas of advanced technology that we 
need to invest in, especially semi-conductors and artificial 
intelligence (a $250 billion Senate bill passed last week is an 

imperfect step in this direction), but it’s not true that we can 
simply windmill our way to victory over China.

Although you might miss it listening to Biden, there are 
threats from China that don’t involve infrastructure spending 
or clean energy initiatives.

China has been growing its annual defense spending by 
more than 6% a year. 

It has now surpassed the U.S. and technically has the 
largest navy in the world.

It is on pace to double its nuclear weapons over the next 
decade.

It has flown hundreds of sorties near Taiwan this year, 
and a top U.S. admiral warns that it could invade in the next 
six years.

Given all that, one might expect the openhanded Biden to 
invest substantially in a stronger, more advanced U.S. mil-
itary, but his profligacy doesn’t extend so far. He increased 
defense budget spending by about 2%, which won’t even 
keep up with inflation.

This doesn’t come close to what we realistically need. 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Mark Milley said at a U.S. Naval 
Institute event late last year, “We’re going to have to have a 
much larger fleet than we have today, if we’re serious about 
great power competition and deterring great power war.” 
He called for a 3-5% increase in the budget every year but 
didn’t think that was plausible because of fiscal constraints 
(little did he know, the $6 trillion blowout to come in every 
other area of the budget).

We should be spending more on defense, and spending 
differently. With an eye to deterring conflict with China, we 
need to recalibrate in a serious way to focus on advanced 
technologies and weapons systems for the Navy and Air Force, 
and in space. Hypersonics, directed energy, and control of 
the electromagnetic spectrum should be particular priorities.

Biden has no excuse for not pursuing this. It’s not as 
though he can say we can’t afford it.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

China leapfrogs U.S. on defense spending
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GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
     Anything that still has usability and some value.
2. HOW TO PRICE
    Decide the price of each item and then tag that 

item.
3. LENGTH OF SALE
    Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.
4. HOW TO SET IT UP
    Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have 

a central place with sufficient change for them to 
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
    The most effective place to reach more people is in 

The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist 
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 5 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

By RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Following a February 
survey of school districts that illustrated 
a persistent teacher shortage in the state, 
the Illinois Association of Regional Super-
intendents of Schools has released policy 
recommendations calling for better benefits 
and more lenient certification in an effort to 
reverse the trend.

The IARSS, which serves as an interme-
diary between local school districts and the 
Illinois State Board of Education, had the 
survey conducted between September and 
October to see how school districts were 
faring with the supply of professional and 
substitute teachers during the 2020-2021 
school year amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Illinois was split into seven regions for the 
purpose of the survey, and school districts 
reported the shortage was worst in west 
central and southeastern Illinois.

White papers developed in response to the 
survey give seven policy recommendations as 
ways to combat it from the local to statewide 
level. The two primary methods discussed in 
the white paper are improving teacher pay 
and lessening the restrictions on certifications 
teachers need in order to get hired.

Compensation
When it comes to compensation, it’s not 

as simple as just increasing teachers’ salaries, 
according to IARSS President Mark Klaisner.

“One of the misnomers has been that you 
can just throw money at salary,” Klaisner said 
in an interview with Capitol News Illinois.

It was just two years ago that Illinois passed 
a law raising teacher pay, with a mandated 
minimum of $40,000 by the 2023 school year. 
Representatives of the IARSS filed witness 
slips in opposition to the minimum wage 
increase during committee hearings on the 
matter in 2019. 

While Klaisner said that action was taken 
in an effort to address the teacher shortage, 
he believes it actually had the opposite effect 
in many places, particularly in the rural, less 
affluent regions of the state.

“Unfortunately, small school districts were 
reporting to me, that didn’t solve a problem 
it caused a problem, because if I have to pay 
a minimum of ($40,000), I’m going to let a 
couple teachers go so I have money to meet 
the 40 threshold,” Klaisner said. “Now my 
class sizes go up, so education’s not better. 
All I’ve done is I’ve moved a problem from 
one column to the other column.”

According to Klaisner, without additional 
funding, schools in rural areas have to make 
the difficult choice between offering a lower 
relative salary – which makes them less com-
petitive than their metro counterparts – and 
cutting some positions to add the difference 
to core positions to attract applicants.

The National Education Association lists 

the state’s average teacher salary at $68,000, 
and the average starting salary at $40,484. 
But in the most rural and underserved areas 
of the state, particularly in the west central 
and southeastern regions, open positions offer 
the state’s bare minimum, which is increasing 
from $32,000 in the current school year to 
just under $35,000 for the 2021-2022 school 
year starting in August.

“We know there’s certain sectors of the 
state that’s suffering more than others,” John 
Meixner, a regional superintendent who 
oversees Fulton, Hancock, McDonough 
and Schuyler counties said in a podcast on 
education. 

“A normal teaching position opens up and 
an applicant pool up in (Cook County) may 
have, instead of 150 applicants you might 
only have 20, whereas instead of having 10 
we have zero,” he added. “I mean literally 
we’ve had positions, dozens of positions 
where zero applicants apply.”

Longstanding problems with the Teachers 
Retirement System – the pension plan for all 
Illinois public school teachers outside of the 
Chicago Public Schools district – have also 
served as a barrier to attracting applicants to 
the profession. 

The Tier II retirement system available 
to those hired after 2010 requires teachers 
work until they are 67 years old to receive 
full benefits. It also provides less compensa-
tion in retirement as their contribution to the 
plan also works to pay down the unfunded 
liability of teachers enrolled in the previous 
pension plan.

On the salary front, IARSS is recommend-
ing school districts lobby the state to approve 
state-funded loan forgiveness programs for 
teachers who take jobs in underserved areas, 
as well as experiment with signing bonuses 
to attract new applicants.

The IARSS also recommends amending 
the pension plan to allow teachers to retire 
at 55 years of age for reduced rates.

Certification
Currently, becoming a teacher in Illinois 

requires a Professional Educator License. To 
receive one, a prospective teacher requires at 
least a bachelor’s degree, student teaching ex-
perience, the completion of a state-approved 
teaching program and a licensing test.

Licensing tests are split into several grade 
levels, and teachers certified in one grade level 
are not considered suitable for hire under a 
different grade level unless they successfully 
pass a license exam for that as well.

An educator certified for early childhood 
can hold a position teaching from birth to 
grade 2, while an elementary certified educa-
tor can teach from grade 1 to 6, and a middle 
grades educator from grades 5 to 8.

During the pandemic, ISBE, in conjunc-
tion with the Illinois Community College 
Board and Illinois Board of Higher Educa-

tion, granted endorsement waivers as part of 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s emergency order to allow 
schools to fill positions with teachers certified 
for grade levels or subjects other than the 
ones they were hired to teach.

IARSS recommends continuing this prac-
tice as a temporary measure as well as auditing 
whether current licensing restrictions are 
unnecessary or have exacerbated shortages. 

For endorsement areas with a high rate 
of unfilled positions, such as special edu-
cation, mathematics and school psycholo-
gists, IARSS has recommended ISBE look 
at increasing funding for higher education 
programs offering certificates in those fields, 
as well as creating pipelines to transition 
students from rural school districts to nearby 
colleges to become teachers in short-staffed 
positions.

Education budget
After initially keeping funding for K-12 

education flat at about $8.8 billion for the fis-
cal year in his initial February budget proposal 
for the 2022 fiscal year, Pritzker reversed 
course earlier this month and announced he 
was calling for $350 million to be added to 
the budget for education. 

That’s in line with the evidence-based 
school funding model of 2017, which calls 
for that amount of money to be added to the 
formula each year.

Education advocates, including bipartisan 
members of the General Assembly, have 
strongly praised the evidence-based funding 
model, which allocates state dollars to dis-
tricts according to the gap between them and 
what the state considers to be a required level 
of adequacy. Each district’s adequacy target 
is determined by a school district’s ability to 
fund proper staffing, student resources and 
moderate class sizes, among other factors.

Klaisner suggested the state should use 
that evidence-based formula to distribute fed-
eral COVID-19 stimulus dollars, including 
around $5 billion for education received as 
part of the American Rescue Plan signed by 
President Joe Biden. Pritzker, as well as the 
U.S. Department of Education, has placed 
parameters on how funding should be spent, 
and both have strongly discouraged using the 
stimulus money to pay salaries.

So far, school districts have used the stimulus 
money they have received in ways as varied 
as the school districts themselves. According 
to Klaisner, one school district used what he 
called “flash in the pan money” – one time funds 
that should be used for one-time expenditures 
and not long-term costs like teacher salary – to 
replace its decade-old fleet of buses.

In Collinsville, a city of under 30,000 
located in the Metro East region near St. 
Louis, the school district used $300,000 
in stimulus funds to construct a broadband 
tower, creating a private network to provide 
high-speed internet access to underserved 

students and their families throughout the 
school district.

Ongoing inequities
While an analysis shows the teacher 

shortage has actually improved over the 
last four years, particularly in suburban and 
urban parts of the state, there continues to be 
a great disparity in the availability of teachers 
between rural and metropolitan regions.

A post-survey analysis by the IARSS 
shows geographic location was the number 
one factor negatively impacting recruitment, 
ahead of salary and pension. Over 50 percent 
of school districts said their geographic lo-
cation had a negative impact.

In 2019, Cook County and surrounding 
collar counties had 240 unfilled or underfilled 
positions, while that number was 228 for the 
west central region. By 2020, Cook County 
had reduced that figure to just 91, while the 
west central region had 257 unfilled positions.

The disparities also exist along racial 
lines. When controlling for the size of the 
district, the IARSS analysis found that the 
racial makeup of the student body – even 
more than location – was the number one 
predictor of whether positions in that district 
would be underfilled or have below-average 
retention rates for staff.

The higher the proportion of white students 
a school district had, the fewer underfilled 
positions.

The analysis also concluded that there 
was no association between vacancies and 
the proportion of low-income students, and 
that racial demographics were also a greater 
factor than the proportion of English-learning 
or English-as-a-second-language students.

Klaisner noted that research shows 
students who belong to an ethnic or racial 
minority benefit when at least one of their 
instructors belong to the same racial or ethnic 
group as them.

“We see all over the state, the demograph-
ics are very clear that oftentimes our staffs 
don’t represent the students that they serve, 
and we feel like that would be a value add, if 
not essential,” he said, pointing to policies like 
minority teacher grants and ISBE initiatives 
to recruit teachers of color. 

Despite this, the IARSS white paper 
concluded the most important predictors of 
success when it came to hiring and retaining 
staff was educator pay and how close the 
school district was to a teacher preparation 
program. Stakeholders should focus on 
addressing these factors, according to the 
analysis.

“While districts may not be able to change 
their geography or student demographics, 
they do have some control over teacher 
salaries, and institutions of higher education 
have some role to play in working to serve 
the state’s ‘higher education deserts,’” the 
IARSS said in their report.

Regional superintendents address Illinois teacher shortage 
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LOCAL AND AREA

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

~ New Y App & Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult Activities

~ FREE Group Exercise Classes

~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates

~ Young Adult Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

Auto Body Specialists

Ranch Truck Toppers

Weather Tech dealer

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru
224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

706 W
ashington St. 

M
endota 

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

Chris Holdenrid
VP, M

ortgage Lending
NM

LS#461073

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NM
LS#477895

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$700
Double It For

$1300

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA 
BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 

1/2 Off

Garden 
Center & 
Custom 

Landscape 
Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 

(815)538-4800
Mon-Sat: 8-5 

Sun: 11-4

STEPHENITCH

HARDWARE
Your hometown 
Hardware Store 

since 1893!

Owners Gene & John 
Stephenitch have a 
combined 96 years 

in the hardware 
business.

1200 13th Ave., 
Mendota

815-539-9394

OGLESBY – Dental hygiene 
was approved as an Associate of 
Applied Science degree by Illi-
nois Valley Community College 
trustees on June 10. The program 
will begin in fall 2023 after stu-
dents have met prerequisites.

Each year, 10-15 students 
leave the district to study dental 
hygiene at neighboring communi-
ty colleges, said Dental Assisting 
Program Coordinator Heather 
Seghi.

“The colleges are located at 
least an hour from IVCC,” Seghi 
said. “This program will meet 
the needs of local dentists while 
assuring a quality education for 
those pursuing dental hygiene 
close to home.”

To qualify, students must first 
complete IVCC’s dental assisting 
program or another Illinois Amer-
ican Dental Association-Com-
mission on Dental Accreditation 
(ADA-CODA) dental assisting 
program. 

The AAS includes courses in 
nutrition, microbiology, chem-
istry, periodontology, pain man-
agement, pharmacology, anatomy 
and physiology, psychology, oral 
pathology and more.

In other business, IVCC Pres-
ident Jerry Corcoran revealed 
the college’s response to the 
state moving to Phase 5 of the 
Governor’s Restore Illinois plan 
including:

• The return of all student 
services.

• Daily sanitizing of high-touch 
areas and temperature-monitoring 
will remain through the summer. 
Contact tracing will be conducted 
when necessary.

• Students and staff not fully 
vaccinated are still expected to 
wear face masks and practice 
social distancing. 

• This fall, 74 percent of classes 
will return to a traditional, in-per-
son format.

In other business, trustees 
approved submission of three 
projects totaling over $13 million 
to the Community College Capital 
Resource Allocation Manage-
ment Program (RAMP): 

• A Library/Student Success 
Center for $5.5 million; the 
college’s share would be $1.3 
million. The Center would be a 
one-stop for academic support 
services such as tutoring, student 
help desk and the library. 

• A Professional Development 
Center for $3 million with the 
college’s share at $770,800. The 
Center for Excellence in Teach-
ing, Learning and Assessment 
(CETLA) would move into what 
is now the Learning Commons. 

• A $4.4 million Agriculture 
Center (with IVCC’s share $1.1 
million) to house a classroom and 
lab. It will be located adjacent 
to the equipment storage facility 

south of campus. 
The board also approved:
• Renewal of workers’ com-

pensation insurance with Illinois 
Counties Risk Management 
Trust for $67,389, a decrease of 
$12,669.

• A three-year contract exten-
sion with G4S Secure Solutions. 

• A 2.5 increase in compen-
sation for 246 employees not 
affected by a labor agreement. 

• Closed session minutes from 
May 13. 

• Transfer of $539,063 to a 
Capital Development Board trust 
account as the college’s share for 
a 75 percent state-funded exterior 
maintenance project. The state’s 
share will be $1.6 million for 
work to prevent air and moisture 
infiltration.

• Authorization to continue 
payment for standard operating 
expenditures from July 1 through 
budget adoption.

• Contracts for Vice President 
for Business Services and Finance 
Cheryl Roelfsema, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Deborah An-
derson and Vice President for Stu-
dent Services Mark Grzybowski. 

The board learned:
• Assessment Center coordi-

nator Sarah Trager and custodian 
Ben Simpson were granted leave 
of absences. 

• Part-time Computer Aided 
Design instructor Barbara Boux-

sein will retire after 20 years. “I 
would like to thank (CAD pro-
gram coordinator) Dorene Data 
for the opportunity and good 
guidance through everything,” 
Bouxsein said. 

• IVCC women’s soccer coach 
Rey Arteaga resigned after five 
seasons. Arteaga brought the 
team from a roster of only eight 
players in his first season to a 
winning program. 

• Andrea Sergeant has been 
hired as accounts receivable 
specialist/cashier and Bret Rice 
as a third-shift custodian.

• A letter from Oglesby May-
or Dominic Rivara revealed 
the city’s desire to construct 
a 1-megawatt solar station on 
10 acres of college land. IVCC 
could add 4 additional panels for 
solar training. If approved, the 
annexation would allow Oglesby 
to serve the college with electric, 
water and sewer services at com-
petitive rates, Rivara said. 

• This spring across 10 sports, 
overall GPA of IVCC student 
athletes was 3.04. Women’s GPA 
was 3.09, men’s 2.98. 

• Trustee Maureen Rebholz of 
La Salle was honored June 4 at 
the Illinois Community College 
Trustees Association Annual 
Awards banquet in Normal for 
being IVCC’s nominee for the 
statewide Distinguished Alumnus 
Award.

IVCC OKs dental hygiene as AAS degree OGLESBY – The Illinois 
Valley Community Col-
lege Foundation is offering 
$1,000 NuEra Scholarships 
to students enrolled in can-
nabis production certificate 
courses beginning with the 
start of the fall semester 
Aug. 18.

Students enrolling in 
Introduction to Cannabis 
Production (AGR-1220) 
and Crop Pest Management 
(AGR-1218) are automati-
cally eligible to receive the 
award. Students will receive 
$500 in fall and $500 in 
the spring as they continue 
through the certificate. Funds 
can be used for tuition, fees, 
books, or required education-
al expenses.

To receive the award, 
students should first register 
for the required courses and 
then contact Donna Swis-
koski in the Foundation at 
donna_swiskoski@ivcc.edu 
or (815) 224-0551.

NuEra Principle Officer 
Keith McGinnis of Ottawa 
made a donation of $100,000 
to IVCC’s cannabis pro-
duction program in March. 
Headquartered in Wheaton, 
NuEra operates a cultivation 
center in Hillcrest, with med-
ical dispensaries in Chicago, 
East Peoria and Urbana. It 
serves the adult use cannabis 
market with facilities in East 
Peoria, Pekin, Champaign, 
Urbana and Chicago.

Cannabis certificate
scholarships offered



The Mendota Reporter • A9Wednesday, June 23, 2021

1

2

6
7

10

3

5

4

A
U

CTIO
N

 
TO

D
AY

9

2
0

2
1

 FA
R

M
 SER

V
IC

ES D
IR

EC
TO

R
Y

8

1
NEW

 ROOF

2
M

ETAL ENTRANCE

ILLIN
O

IS VA
LLEY

 
FEN

CE &
 PO

O
L, 

IN
C.

2
9
2
3
 N

. IL 1
7
8
th R

d
.

U
tica

8
1
5

-6
6
7
-3

6
6
7

3
LOANS

4
M

ACHINE SHEDS

FIN
A

N
CIA

L PLU
S 

CR
ED

IT U
N

IO
N

M
EN

D
O

TA
 I PER

U
 I O

TTA
W

A
 I 

M
O

R
R
IS I D

IA
M

O
N

D

10DOORS & W
INDOW

S

7
FENCING

8
LAW

NM
OW

ER SALES

ILLIN
O

IS VA
LLEY

 
FEN

CE &
 PO

O
L, 

IN
C.

2
9
2
3
 N

. IL 1
7
8
th R

d
.

U
tica

8
1
5

-6
6
7
-3

6
6
7

9
REALTY - AUCTIONS

STEPH
EN

ITCH
 

D
O

 IT BEST 
H

A
R
D

W
A

R
E

1
2
0
0
 1

3
TH

 AV
E.

M
end

ota
8
1
5

-5
3
9
-9

3
9
4
 

M
CCO

N
V

ILLE 
R
EA

LTY
 &

 
A

U
CTIO

N
EER

IN
G

M
end

ota
8
1
5

-5
3
9
-5

6
7
3

M
A

U
CH

 
CA

R
PEN

TRY
 

7
0
5

 Illinois A
ve.,

M
end

ota
, IL

8
1
5

-5
3
9
-7

8
6
7

5
ELECTRIC

N
L M

O
R
TO

N
 

BU
ILD

IN
G

S, LTD
.

2
0
3
 N

. 4
0
9
9
th R

d
M

end
ota

8
1
5

-5
3
9
-9

3
2
5

6
PICKUPS - VEHICLES

CA
R
R
IA

G
E H

O
U

SE 
ELECTR

IC
1
0
5

 1
2
th St.

M
end

ota
8
1
5

-5
3
8
-5

5
9
8

M
A

U
CH

 
CA

R
PEN

TRY
7
0
5

 Illinois A
ve.

M
end

ota
8
1
5

-5
3
9
-7

8
6
7

VA
ESSEN

 
BR

O
TH

ER
S 

CH
EV

R
O

LET, IN
C.

R
t. 5

2
 N

., Sub
lette

8
1
5

-8
4
9
-5

2
3
2
  8

0
0
-2

2
7
-5

2
0
3

w
w

w
.va

essenb
rothers.com



Wednesday, June 23, 2021A10 • The Mendota Reporter

THE BACK PAGE

In Loving Memory of
ARLENE (GAM) KNOPP,

who went to heaven
June 27, 1996.
My mother is a

woman like no other.
She gave me life,

nurtured me, taught me,
fought for me, held me,

shouted at me, kissed me,
but most importantly she
loved me unconditionally.

There are not enough words
to describe just how

important my Mom is to me
and what a powerful influence

she continues to be.
May the winds of heaven

blow softly and
whisper in your ear,
how much we love
and miss you and

wish you were here.
On angels wings you
were taken, but in our
hearts you will stay,

and in the God’s light
you will rest, until we
meet again someday.

Forever missed
and deeply loved,

Cheryl, Merrill,
Michelle, Tony,

Ava Arlene, Addisyn,
Matt, Maurine,

Mason, Morgan,
Mike & Amanda

Upgrade your bathroom, upgrade your life. With a 
new walk-in shower, you can make sure your bathroom 
ages as gracefully as you do. This shower was designed 
by experts, with you in mind, focusing on safety and 
convenience when it matters most. Discover how a walk-in shower can help reduce the risk 
of falling, giving you the freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.

✓ Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor ✓ Luxurious 8” Rainfall Shower Head

✓ Professionally Installed in 1 day ✓ Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair Accessible

✓ Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

✓ Fold Down Safety Seat

✓ Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar

✓ Lifetime Warranty

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

815-267-0149
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of up to

$750 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call  815-267-0149

www.SafeStepShower.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Shower. 

Not applicable with any previous walk-in shower purchase. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. 

Enjoy the ease of 

Showering Safely 
So you can stay in the home you love!

for more information and ask about our Senior Discounts

Introducing the
ALL NEW 

Walk-In 
Shower!

Our Family Protecting Your Family

06212021

MOTOR HOME
PARK MODEL

TRAVEL 
TRAILER

RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLE

BOAT

Lisa Quest

Julie Burkardt

Tess Fleming

See one of our park model 
and travel trailer insurance 

specialists today.

Call Tess, Julie or Mary in Sublette 
or Lisa in Amboy.

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES 
- BE READY,

WITH LEFFELMAN & 
ASSOCIATES

We Are Working 
For You!

Mary Reglin

Don’t miss an issue. 
Subscribe today. 

Call 815-539-9396.

IN
MEMORIAM

ESTATE TAG SALE
1303 Walnut Ave.,

Mendota
Thursday, July 1 thru

Saturday, July 3
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Limited to 10

shoppers at a time.
Deals on Saturday.

Many household items
& antiques. Asking bids
on 1955 Thunderbird.

Property for sale.
3t24msr

4-GENERATION
GARAGE SALE
910 Chicago St.

(garage faces Penn. Ave.)
Friday, June 25 &
Saturday, June 26

8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Vintage unusual

dishes & glassware,
pots, pans, bakeware,

cast iron, vases,
decorative tins,

storage containers,
cookbooks, bedding,

luggage, purses, 
tablecloths, gift bags, 

greeting cards,
holiday decorations, 

candles, cassette tapes, 
audio books,

magazines, stationery
& office supplies. Much

more, priced to sell.
1t25msr

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

POLICE
BLOTTER

LaSalle County
(marriage licenses)

Nathaniel R. Farley of 
Earlville and Kaitlyn N. 
Reingardt of Ottawa; issued 
June 4, 2021.

Leonardo D. Reyes Ro-
driguez of Spring Valley and 
Francis O. Medina of Men-
dota; issued June 4, 2021.

Austin T. Richardson and 
Kailyn A. Grzeszkowiak, 
both of Earlville; issued June 
7, 2021.

Raudel Magallanes and 
Elisa Valdes, both of Men-
dota; issued June 9, 2021.

Donald R. Gabrys and Diana 
L. Hammer, both of Mendota; 
issued June 10, 2021.

MENDOTA – A fire in-
volving thousands of pallets 
occurred south of Mendota 
on 4099th Road just off 
of Route 251 at 5:57 p.m. 
June 14.

Mendota and Troy Grove 
fire departments were dis-
patched to the blazed of 
approximately 8,000 pallets. 
The MABAS Box Alarm was 
requested to the third alarm, 
which brought 15 other de-
partments in total to assist.

In total, there were nine 
engines, two aerial towers, 
two heavy squads, 13 ten-
ders, three ambulances, two 
chiefs and one brush truck 
on scene.

One firefighter was in-
jured and transported to the 
hospital. The firefighter was 
released later that night.

The last unit left the scene 
at 8:50 p.m. The fire is under 
investigation.

Pallets destroyed
in Mendota fire

309 SEVENTH AVE.,
MENDOTA

June 25, 26, 27
9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Pets, camping, turntables,
baby clothes, household,

much miscellaneous.
1t25r

EARLY DEADLINES
Due to the 4th of July holiday, garage 

sale ads deadline for the July 5th  
Money Saver will be 5 p.m. on  

Wednesday, June 30th.  

Advertising deadline for July 7th 
Mendota Reporter will be  
Thursday, July 1 at 5 p.m. 

The Mendota Reporter office will be closed 
on Monday, July 5th for the holiday.

06232021

WARRANT ARREST
Kristen M. Ward, 37, of 

100 S. Ninth Ave., Mendota, 
was arrested at 8:41 p.m. June 
14 on a valid LaSalle County 
arrest warrant for failure to 
appear/traffic offense. The 
subject was unable to post 
bond and was transported 
to the LaSalle County Jail.

WARRANT ARREST
Jose L. Gonzalez, 70, of 

613 10th Ave., Mendota, was 
arrested at 9:03 p.m. June 18 
on a valid LaSalle County 
arrest warrant for failure to 
appear/traffic. The subject 
posted bond and was released 
with a LaSalle County court 
date.

WARRANT ARRESTS
Donald E. Dunbar, 41, 

of Millington, was arrested 
at 12:43 a.m. June 19 on a 
valid LaSalle County arrest 
warrant for failure to ap-
pear/criminal damage and 
Michael A. Holley, 37, of 
Millington, was arrested on 
a valid LaSalle County arrest 
warrant for failure to appear/
traffic. Both subjects posted 
bond and were released with 
LaSalle County court dates.

WARRANT ARREST
Megan N. Vickrey, 25, 

of 304 Fourth St., Mendota, 
was arrested at 10:25 p.m. 
June 21 on a valid LaSalle 
County arrest warrant for 
failure to appear/driving 
while license suspended. 
The subject posted bond and 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

MENDOTA – The Mendota Reporter conducted a drawing 
for its Father’s Day prize giveaways and the following were 
winners of $50 gift certificates:

El Zarape Restaurant – Pat Beals of Mendota; Stephenitch 
Do it Best Hardware – Alice Lauer of Mendota; Schmidt’s 
Sales & Service – Rusty Brookwell of Mendota.

Thank you to all that entered the drawing and a special 
thanks to our three sponsors.

Reporter Father’s Day drawing winners

WEEKLY
RECORD

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE

DEADLINES
• Thursday 5 p.m. to 

appear in Monday’s Money 
Saver.

• Monday 10 a.m. to 
appear in Wednesday’s Re-
porter.
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The Following Sponsors Wish You A Happy & Safe  Celebration!
EUREKA SAVINGS BANK

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

VAESSEN BROS.  
CHEVROLET, INC.

Hwy. 52 • Sublette
815-849-5232
800-227-5203

www.vaessenbrothers.com

CARRIAGE HOUSE 
ELECTRIC

105 12th St. • Mendota
815-538-5598

CITY OF MENDOTA
800 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-7459

BLACK BROS. CO.
501 9th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-7451

MENDOTA ELKS  
LODGE #1212

707 Indiana Ave. • Mendota
815-538-3557

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St. • Mendota

815-538-2265
Member FDIC

SPECIALTY BODY & PAINT
1503 W. Washington St. • Mendota 

815-539-7801

SULLIVANS FOODS
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota

815-539-9341

TRIPLE SERVICE 
PLUMBING, HEATING, 
COOLING & ELECTRIC

801 Monroe St.• Mendota 
815-539-3828

STEPHENITCH DO IT BEST 
HARDWARE

1204 13th Ave • Mendota
815-539-9394

SCHIMMER INC.
Chevrolet - Buick

Rt. 251 South • Mendota
815-539-9343

www.schimmergm.com

MENDOTA GOLF CLUB
Rt. 34 West • Mendota

815-538-7241

PHALEN STEEL 
CONSTRUCTION

Rt. 52 N. • Mendota 
815-539-9391

LEFFELMAN &  
ASSOCIATES INC.

Sublette 849-5219
Amboy 857-2125

LaMoille 638-2171

KRENZ DENTAL
704 Indiana Ave. • Mendota

815-538-5316

MIDLAND STATES BANK
801 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-9346
Member FDIC

ARS AUTO REPAIR 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 
307 Plaza Drive • Mendota 

815-538-2412

FIRST STATE BANK  
OF VAN ORIN

200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111
Member FDIC

MALDEN BANKING 
CENTER

302 W. Main St.
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

KURT BRUNO - STATE 
FARM INSURANCE AGENT

1103 Main St. •  Mendota
815-539-3878

FINANCIAL PLUS  
CREDIT UNION

1905 13th Ave. • Mendota
815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

MCDONALD’S
2 Mendota Locations: 

2701 12th St. & 
1501 13th Ave.

$1.00 off ANY McCafe 
Drink

(includes med milk shakes and hot chocolate. excludes 
coffee, slushies and hot tea.)

One coupon per customer, per visit. Not valid with any 
other offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

NOW HIRING EOE

MENDOTA’S INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION!
SATURDAY, JUNE 26 • LAKE MENDOTA PARK

FREE ADMISSION • GATES OPEN AT 7 P.M.
FABULOUS FIREWORKS DISPLAY AT 9:30 P.M.!

CONCESSION STAND • LIONS CLUB CORN DOGS • TACO GUZMAN •  
GLOW MERCHANDISE

FREEWILL DONATIONS ACCEPTED AT THE GATE.
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SPORTS

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
local businesses, the 

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign encourages 
residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

PONTIAC – The Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Associ-
ation (IBCA) has announced 
that its annual All-Star games 
will be held on Saturday, June 
26 at Pontiac Community 
High School. Admission is 
$5.

There will be four games 
on the day, beginning with 
the 1A-2A South Girls taking 
on the 1A-2A North Girls 
at 11 a.m. In that contest, 
former Amboy High School 
standout players Abi Payne 
and Mallory Powers will 
compete for the North squad.

In addition to Payne 
and Powers, the rest of the 
15-member North roster 
consists of Brooklyn Giertz 
(Seneca), Shae Hanrahan 
(Riverdale), Brooke Heiman 
(Indian Creek), Jennifer 
Heinberg (Marengo), Kayla 
Kodat (Dwight), Karlie 
Krogman (Eastland), Na-
talie Mann (Chicago Latin), 
Kerilyn Mirabelli (West-
chester-St. Joseph), Corrina 
Noble (Galena), Tessa Prell-
berg (Hinckley-Big Rock), 
Hannah Schuringa (Elmhurst 
Timothy Christian), Katie 
Steinman (Bloomington 
Central Catholic) and Laura 
Strenk (Wilmette Regina 
Dominican).

Other area girls chosen to 
participate include Breelyn 
Borum and Brooke Borum of 
Sterling, and Abby Guthrie of 
Dixon, who are on the 3A-4A 
North roster.

Some of the boys that will 
play in the games include 
1A-2A North squad members 
Drew Gaston of Indian Creek 
and Zach Derus of Rockford 
Lutheran.

Anthony Cooper of Ot-
tawa and Drake Weber of 
LaSalle-Peru were chosen to 
the 3A-4A South team.

A complete list of the All-
Star rosters can be found on 
the IBCA website at: www.

EARLVILLE – The Little Ten 
Conference softball coaches have 
selected the 2021 Little Ten All-Con-
ference Softball Team. There were 
16 players selected to this season’s 
team. All players were unanimous 
selections.

• Newark (8-0; IHSA Class 1A 
Regional Champions) – Emily Scho-
field (Sr…C)--.418Avg/.465OB-
P/1.031OPS, 33 hits, 8 HR, 15 RBI, 
31 runs, 0 errors as catcher; Two-Time 
Unanimous Selection; Taylor Kruser 
(So…SS/P)--.391Avg/.425OBP, 27 
hits, 15 RBI, 20 runs; 3-0 with 1.54 
ERA; Kaitlyn Schofield (So…P/IF/
OF)--.455Avg/.507OBP/1.254OPS, 
30 hits, 5 HR, 30 RBI, 21 runs; 9-2 
with 1.17 ERA and 92 Ks in 65.1 

innings; Danica Peshia (Fr…OF)--
.385Avg/.446OBP/1.215OPS, 25 hits, 
5 HR, 26 RBI, 21 runs; Kodi Rizzo 
(Fr…2B/OF/P)--.263Avg/.333OBP, 
15 hits, 10 RBI, 12 runs; 5-1 with 
1.56 ERA and 89 Ks in 49.1 innings

• Serena (6-2) – Katie Baker 
(Jr…SS)--.437/.467/.655, 38 hits, 
12 RBI, 34 runs, 33 SB; Two-Time 
Unanimous Selection; Taylor Staton 
(Sr…P)--.419/.476/.527, 31 hits, 19 
RBI, 11 runs; 11 wins with 101 Ks in 
143 innings; Paisley Twait (Fr…C)-
-.507/.552/.907, 38 hits, 4 HR, 32 
RBI, 31 runs

• Hiawatha (3-5) – Brooke Braden 
(Sr…P/1B/SS)--.403/.471/.532, 25 
hits, 10 RBI; 4 wins with 2.58 ERA 
and 118 Ks in 89.2 innings; Third time 

All-Conference, Twice Unanimous; 
Cali Schell (Jr…CF)--.410/.538/.590, 
25 hits, 9 RBI, 25 runs

• Indian Creek (1-6) – Mary 
Todd (Sr…1B)--.444/.524/.611, 
8 hits, 1 HR, 6 RBI in conference 
games; Lauren Jordal (So…OF)--
.412/.524/.412, 7 hits, 7 runs, 2 SB 
in conference games; Emily Frazier 
(Fr…2B)--.444/.565/.667, 8 hits, 1 
HR, 4 RBI, 4 runs in conference games

• Earlville (1-6) – Elizabeth 
Browder (Jr…3B)--.269/.356/.365, 
14 hits, 12 RBI, .933% fielding; Brynn 
Guelde (Jr…CF)--.441/.453/.559, 24 
hits, 1 HR, 10 RBI, 18 runs; Paige 
Marks (Jr…P)--.305/.414/.475, 18 
hits, 2 HR, 11 runs; 6 wins with 2.98 
ERA and 124 Ks in 96.1 innings

Amboy’s Payne, Powers to 
play in IBCA All-Star game
q Ottawa’s Cooper on South boys’ team

ibcaillinois.org.
After the opening game 

of the day, the 1A-2A South 
Boys will battle the 1A-2A 
North Boys at 1 p.m.

The larger schools will 
take the court for the final 
two games of the day. The 
3A-4A South Girls will 
tip off against the 3A-4A 
North Girls at 4 p.m., while 
the 3A-4A South Boys and 
the 3A-4A North Boys will 
conclude the action at 6 p.m.

The coaches for the girls’ 
teams will be Greg Bennett of 
Lewistown (1A-2A South), 
Steve Strough of Peotone 
(1A-2A North), Amanda 
Aydt of Mattoon (3A-4A 
South) and Mary Fendley of 
Hersey (3A-4A North).

The boys’ coaches in-
clude Tom Brannan of 
Casey-Westfield (1A-2A 
South), Ryan Tompkins of 
Gibson City-Melvin Sib-
ley (1A-2A North), Eddie 
Mathews of Bartonville 
Limestone (3A-4A South) 
and Don Houston of Hillcrest 
(3A-4A North).

Come out and see the best 
young men and women of the 
state of Illinois play in the 
2021 IBCA All-Star games. 
Former IBCA All-Star par-
ticipants include retired Mi-
ami Heat NBA Finals MVP 
Dwyane Wade (Oak Lawn 
–Richards), the Golden State 
Warriors’ Andre Iguodala 
(Springfield Lanphier), the 
Toronto Raptors’ Fred Van 
Vleet (Rockford Auburn) 
and the Boston Celtics’ 
Evan Turner (Westchester 
St. Joseph).

Little 10 selects all-conference softball players

EARLVILLE – The Little 
Ten Conference baseball 
coaches have selected the 
2021 Little Ten All-Confer-
ence Baseball Team. There 
were 16 players chosen to 
this season’s team.

• Newark (14-0)—IHSA 
Class 1A Regional Cham-
pions, IHSA Class 1A Sec-
tional Champions, IHSA 
Class 1A Supersectional 
Champions, 3rd Place IHSA 
Class 1A State Finals – **Lu-
cas Pasakarnis (Jr…C)—
.424/.505/.529, 42 RBI, 22 
runs, 8 SB, .996% fielding; 
Two-Time Unanimous Selec-
tion; **Dalton Reibel (Sr…
P/3B)—.388/.490/.500, 24 
RBI, 30 runs; 11-0 with 2.12 
ERA and 67 Ks in 62.2 in-

nings; **Jared Slivka (Sr…
IF)—.383/.434/.479, 28 
RBI, 40 runs, 8 SB, 1.000% 
fielding; **Tegan Kruser 
(Jr…SS)—.393/.495/.472, 
11 RBI, 40 runs, 8 SB, .918% 
fielding; **Jake Kruser (So…
CF)—.357/.416/.400, 18 
RBI, 21 runs, 7 SB, 1.000% 
fielding; **Joe Martin (So…
P/2B)—.375/.495/.431, 27 
RBI, 22 runs, 9 SB; 7-1 with 
1.06 ERA and 96 Ks in 46.1 
innings

• Serena (10-4) – **Con-
nor Holdiman (Sr…P/SS)—
.370/.505/.407, 12 RBI, 
27 runs; 2 Wins with 1.32 
ERA and 70 Ks in 42.1 in-
nings; **Ivan Stafford (Sr…
P/3B)—.349/.417/.349, 21 
RBI, 13 runs; conference 

pitching record of 3-1 with 
2.49 ERA and 27 Ks in 19.2 
innings

• Indian Creek (9-3) 
– **Drew Gaston (Sr…P/
SS)—.441/.525/.471, 10 
runs, 15 SB in conference 
games; conference pitching 
record of 2-1 with 2.71 ERA; 
**Brennen McNally (Sr…P/
OF)—.536/.639/.786, 1 HR, 
11 RBI, 16 runs, 14 SB in 
conference games; confer-
ence pitching record of 3-2 
with 26 Ks in 21.1 innings; 
**Jordan Wortman (Sr…
SS)—.439/.465/.488, 9 RBI, 
17 runs, .816% fielding in 
conference games

• Somonauk (6-7) – 
**Brendan Roberts (Jr…P/
SS)—.481/.542/.712, 11 

RBI, 17 runs, .978% fielding; 
Pitched 21.2 innings with 
2.26 ERA and 42 Ks 

• Earlville (6-7) – **Da-
vis Sweeney (Sr…P)—4-3 
with 2.65 ERA and 62 
Ks in 34.1 innings; Two-
Time Unanimous Selection; 
**Bryar Keller (Jr…C/
SS)—.387/.545/.484, 14 
runs, 11 SB

• Hinckley-Big Rock 
(5-9) – Riley Hogan (Sr…
OF/IF)—.316/.393/.316, 12 
RBI, 19 runs, .872% field-
ing; Ben Hintzsche (So…
SS/P)—.299 avg, 17 RBI, 
15 runs, 12 SB; Pitched 33 
innings with 2.97 ERA and 
27 Ks

(**Denotes a unanimous 
selection)

Top baseball players named in Little 10 for 2021

Athletes may be vul-
nerable to certain acci-
dents and injuries associ-
ated with participating in 
sports and other physical 
activities. Personal safety 
requires an awareness 
of the risks associated 
with certain activities. 

A leading health care 
provider says these are 
the 10 most common 
sports-related injuries 
people experience.

• Hip flexor strain
• ACL tear or strain
• Concussion
• Groin pull/strain

• Shin splints
• Sciatica
• Hamstring strain
• Tennis or golf elbow
• Shoulder injuries, such 

as dislocations or strains
•Patellofemoral syn-

drome
Exercising caution 

while playing sports or 
exercising, as well as using 
correct form and guidance, 
may prevent some of these 
injuries. Speak with a doc-
tor or physical therapist for 
ways to alleviate sports 
injuries and recover more 
readily.

The 10 most common sports-related injuries people experience
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I’m really enjoying 
the new comedy “Hacks” on 
HBO Max. It’s yet another 
brilliant per-
formance by 
Jean Smart, 
whom I’ve 
w a t c h e d 
s ince her 
“Designing 
W o m e n ” 
days. Has 
she ever won an Emmy or 
Oscar? She certainly de-
serves one. -- P.W.

A: Jean Smart, who will 
turn 70 this year, was best 
known for playing Charlene 
on the hit sitcom “Designing 
Women” in the late 1980s. 
Shortly after it ended, she 
took a big dramatic leap 
and wowed critics in the TV 
biopic “Overkill: The Aileen 
Wuornos Story.” Adept at 
both comedy and drama, she 
easily switched genres, most 
notably as a Mrs. Robinson 
type in “The Brady Bunch 
Movie” and later as the head 
of a crime syndicate in the 
TV series “Fargo.” 

In “Hacks,” Smart plays 
a struggling comic who 
reluctantly hires a young 
writer, played by newcomer 
Hannah Einbinder, to spice 
up her act. Einbinder is the 
daughter of “Saturday Night 
Live” alum Laraine New-

Jean Smart

man. As for Smart’s fireplace 
mantle at home, it has room 
for some more Emmys after 
previous wins as Outstanding 
Guest Actress on the sitcom 
“Frasier” and Outstanding 
Supporting Actress in the 
comedy series “Samantha 
Who?,” which starred Chris-
tina Applegate. “Hacks” is a 
real showcase for her talent, 
so don’t be surprised if her 
agent is already telling her 
to prepare her acceptance 
speech.

***
Q: I’m excited about the 

“reboot” of the series “Dex-
ter.” It had such an unsat-
isfying finale, so hopefully 
they’ll rectify that. I would 
love it if Dexter’s wife Rita 
could come back, but I guess 
that’s not possible. -- G.T.

A: Even though it’s been 
over a decade since Julie 
Benz, who played Rita, 
departed “Dexter,” she says 
fans still approach her about 
her angelic character, and 
jokes that in real life, she’s 
not that nice. She also said 
in an interview with TVLine.
com that even though “Dex-
ter has moved way past 
Rita,” she would reprise the 
character “in a heartbeat if 
they asked.” 

Her latest role was a meaty 
one and the polar opposite of 
Rita. She starred in the recent 

Lifetime movie “Secrets of a 
Gold Digger Killer,” which 
was based on the true-crime 
tale of Celeste Beard. “Dex-
ter” returns to Showtime this 
fall with Michael C. Hall and 
Clancy Brown (“SpongeBob 
SquarePants”). It reportedly 
will be set in upstate New 
York instead of Miami. 

***
Q: I was really sad to read 

that Ned Beatty died. Had he 
acted in recent years? -- T.T.

A: Ned Beatty started out 
as a theater actor, but his first 
film role was a memorable 
one, in “Deliverance.” A few 
years later he was nominated 
for an Oscar in the Best Sup-
porting Actor category for 
“Network.” His television 
career was just as impressive 
with notable parts on classics 
like “The Rockford Files,” 
“Highway to Heaven” and 
“Homicide: Life on the 
Street.” He also endeared 
himself to both children and 
adults as the purple bear Lotso 
in “Toy Story 3.”

Beatty passed peacefully 
in his sleep at home at the 
age of 83. 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. TELEVISION: What city is 

the setting for the 1980s medical 
drama “St. Elsewhere”?

2. HISTORY: When was the 
first Veterans Day celebrated in the 
United States?

3. MOVIES: Who played the 
role of Lt. Dan Taylor in the 1994 
movie “Forrest Gump”?

4. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is 
represented in the condition called 
chorophobia?

5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
southernmost city in Africa?

6. FAMOUS QUOTES: Who 
wrote this about fleeting summer, 
“Summer’s lease hath all too short 
a date”?

7. SCIENCE: Which nerve 
transmits sound to the brain?

8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 

What is the color papaya?
9. FOOD & DRINK: In which 

U.S. state did Pepsi Cola originate?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 

president received the Secret Service 
code name “General”?

Answers
1. Boston
2. 1954
3. Gary Sinise
4. Fear of dancing
5. Cape Town
6. William Shakespeare, Son-

net 18
7. Auditory nerve
8. Orange
9. North Carolina
10. Harry Truman

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* On May 19, 1996, Kermit 

the Frog gave the commence-
ment speech at Southampton 
College, Long Island Uni-
versity.

* TASER is actually an 
acronym for Tom A. Swift’s 
Electric Rifle. “Tom Swift” 
references the book character 
who is not just an inventor of 
amazing gadgets, but a child-
hood favorite of the Taser’s 
inventor, Jack Cover.

* The average high-school 
swimmer swims 1 million 
strokes per season.

* Researchers found that 
male bottlenose dolphins in 
Western Australia’s Shark Bay 
have formed “boy bands” that 
harmonize their mating calls 
together in order to better 
attract females.

* While working as an extra 
on the set of “The X-Files,” 
singer Michael Buble was fired 
for stealing a hot dog from the 
craft services table.

* The most common injury 
caused by makeup is scratch-
ing the eye with a mascara 
wand.

* A local folk remedy in 
Boho, Ireland, involved plac-
ing soil from the local church 
under one’s pillow while sleep-
ing to cure infections. The 
nature of the remedy proved 
more scientific than divine 
when, in 2018, a microbiol-
ogist found the soil contains 
a previously unknown strain 
of streptomyces, which can 
be used to create antibiotics.

* Out at sea, a tsunami is 
only about 3 feet high, and 
could pass a boat without 
being noticed.

* At the 2011 World Scrab-
ble Championships in Poland, 
a competitor demanded offi-
cials strip-search his opponent 
after a “G” tile went missing. 
The officials decided against 
it due to a lack of evidence of 
cheating.

* With every bottle of 
Laphroaig whisky, you’re 
entitled to a lifetime lease 
on a one-square-foot plot of 
land on the Scottish island of 
Islay, as part of Laphroaig’s 
loyalty program “Friends of 
Laphroaig.”

***
(c) 2021 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- How 
long should someone charged 
with the alleged sexual as-
sault of 20 young men be 
ostracized? Kevin Spacey 
-- best supporting actor Os-
car winner (for “The Usual 
Suspects” 1995) and best 
actor Oscar (for “American 
Beauty,” 1999) -- watched 
his world crash down in 
2017 when actor Anthony 
Rapp alleged Spacey made 
sexual advances toward him 
when he was 14 years old. 
When 15 other young men 
came forward claiming 
similar abuse, filming was 
suspended of the fifth season 
of “House of Cards,” and 
Spacey was removed as star 
and executive producer. He 
also was replaced by the late 
Christopher Plummer in “All 
the Money in the World,” for 
which Plummer received an 
Oscar nomination.

The news that Spacey has 
been signed to do a cameo, 
opposite Vanessa Redgrave 
and Franco Nero (best known 
as Lancelot in “Camelot”), 
who also is directing the 
Italian film “L’uomo Che 
Disegno Dio” (“The Man 
Who Drew God”), sent 

D. Messing

shock waves through the 
Hollywood community. It’s 
furious that Franco Nero has 
given Spacey a film when 
his blacklist 
t ime was 
def in i te ly 
NOT up!

***
O n  a 

h a p p i e r 
note: Oscar 
n o m i n e e 
Timothee Chalamet will 
play a young Willy Wonka 
(Gene Wilder was an older 
Wonka in the 1971 “Willie 
Wonka”) and will unveil 
his singing pipes in the film. 
Willy Wonka is a staple in 
casinos, where the musical 
and magical slot machines 
entertain so many.

Also unveiling her sing-
ing pipes is “Will & Grace” 
Emmy winner Debra Mess-
ing, who, although she starred 
in 2012’s 32-episode musical 
series “Smash” (about Mar-
ilyn Monroe), didn’t sing 
much. She’s been set to star 
for Netflix in “13: The Musi-
cal,” based on the Broadway 
musical that ran from 2008-09 
and served as the debut vehi-
cle for singer Ariana Grande 
and actress Elizabeth Gillies.

Yet another comeback 
story is Lindsay Lohan, get-
ting an assist from Netflix, 
which has named her to star 
in an as-yet-untitled holiday 
rom-com being directed 
by Janeen Damian, wife of 
former “The Young and The 
Restless” soap star Michael 
Damian, who co-wrote the 
script with her and has re-
cently directed two films for 
the Hallmark Channel.

***
The richest man in the 

world, Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos, has purchased MGM 
(formerly the greatest movie 
studio ever) for $8.45 billion. 
Among the properties he now 
owns are “007” James Bond, 
“Thelma & Louise,” “Raging 
Bull” and “The Handmaid’s 
Tale,” as well as the reality 
show “The Apprentice,” 
which gives him access to 
all of the show’s outtakes, 
including off-color remarks 
by Donald Trump, the show’s 
host for 14 years. Why would 
THE richest man in world 
want to own a bankrupt movie 
company? There’s a lot more 
to this story. MGM may now 
stand for My Goodness Me! 

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
By Rachel Rose

“Queen Bees” (PG-13) 
-- If it took you 20 years to 
finally get over the anxiety of 
high school cliques, “Queen 
Bees” shows that it all comes 
back again later in life. Ellen 
Burstyn plays Helen, a silver 
single moving into a senior 
living community. There 
she encounters all the same 
personality conflicts from 
her school days as she tries 
to navigate the social strata 
of Pine Grove. “They’re like 
mean girls, but with medical 
alert bracelets,” Helen quips. 
Jane Curtin, Loretta Devine 
and Ann-Margaret round out 
the cool girls’ table, with 
Christopher Lloyd and James 
Caan providing comedic 
support and romantic interest. 
(Theaters and Prime Video)

“Luca” (PG) -- Luca and 
Alberto are two young boys 
finding adventure on the 1950s 
Italian Riviera, making new 
friends and living their best 
lives. The twist? They’re not 
actually human boys, but 
underwater sea creatures who 
become humanlike when they 
rise above the sea’s surface. 
While concealing their secret 
in lots of near-miss situations, 

the boys ride Vespa scooters 
and eat gelatos, practicing their 
Italian accents with a few choice 
phrases. Pixar Studios continues 
to amaze and delight with its 
visuals, once again surpassing 
its own levels of excellence in 
animation. (Disney+)

“Skyfall” (PG-13) -- Once 
again delivering exquisite 
cinematography of exotic lo-
cales, this 2012 film is the third 
installment in Daniel Craig’s 
reign as James Bond. With 007 
returning to MI6 after mission 
failure and subsequent person-
al disappearance, Bond rises 
like the phoenix to take on one 
of the creepiest villains ever, 
expertly portrayed by Javier 
Bardem. The movie’s stunning 
conclusion is explosive and a 
bit overly dramatic, but ties 
together Bond’s past with his 
present, ushering in a shocking 
change to the MI6 organiza-
tion. (New to Paramount+)

“Bo Burnham: Inside” 
(NR) -- It is a bit of a misnomer 
to call this a comedy special 
because it’s not your typical 
guy-onstage-telling-jokes 
presentation. Performed with-
out an audience and entirely 
inside comedian/musician Bo 
Burnham’s apartment over the 

full year of 2020, “Inside” is 
87 minutes of devilishly orig-
inal songs and commentary 
covering subjects from white 
privilege to labor exploitation 
and self-deprecation. Despite 
the heavy topics, it IS hysteri-
cally funny, and exceptionally 
clever. With laser lights and 
voice modulators, Burnham 
is self-admittedly a little all 
over the place, but the genius 
that emerged from his own 
mental struggles is well worth 
a watch -- but definitely not for 
the kids. (Netflix)

“Miss Juneteenth” (NR) -- 
When a former pageant winner 
sees her teenage daughter at 
a crossroads in life, she en-
courages her to enter the same 
scholarship pageant that she 
won years earlier. With a full 
ride to a Historically Black 
College as the prize for the 
winner of Miss Juneteenth, 
mom Turquoise has high hopes 
of daughter Kai making more 
of her life than she herself was 
able to accomplish. Nicole 
Beharie is wonderful as the 
ever-supportive but always 
firm mother to newcomer 
Alexis Chikaeze in this SXSW 
Film Festival award-winner. 
(Theaters/video on demand)

Brought to you each week by
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How to win: 
Match up the right business 
person with the right set of 
legs. Entries with the most 

correct guesses will be 
placed in a drawing for one 

of three cash prizes! Drop your entry off at
The Mendota Reporter!

THREE 
CASH

PRIZES!!!

www.eurekasavings.com Member 
FDIC

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

706 Washington St. 
815.538.2265

www.firststatebank.biz

Insurance - All Lines
Across From First State Bank • 539-5651

“The more
than one 
company 
agency.”

“A Companion Animal Practice”

Cathy J. Wolf, D.V.M.

1701 13th Ave.
Route 251 North

Mendota, IL 61342

www.mendotavet.com

1102 Meriden St, Mendota
(815) 539-9341

Open 6 am - 11 pm
7 days a week

IL Lic. # 055041123

Office:  815-539-3828
Fax: 815-538-2107

www.tripleserviceinc.com

Your Full Service,
Member Owned

Financial Institution

Membership Open to the Community
www.financialplus.org

Mendota | Peru | Ottawa | Morris | Diamond

Hair • Tanning • Nails 
• Massage • Pedicures

firststatebank.biz

1922 Tower Rd • Sublette, IL 61367

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

Insurance - All Lines
Across From First State Bank • 539-5651

“The more
than one 
company 
agency.”

804 Washington St. • Mendota
815-539-6354
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1st 
PLACE

$20 Cash
2nd 

PLACE
$15 Cash

3rd 
PLACE

$10 Cash

ENTRY FORM
Match up the business person’s face to the correct set of legs, by putting 

the correct number & letter together.
1. _____ 3. _____ 5. _____ 7. _____ 9. _____
2. _____ 4. _____ 6. _____ 8. _____ 10. ____
NAME
___________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS
___________________________________________________________________
PHONE #
___________________________________________________________________

Deposit this entry form at the Mendota Reporter by Noon on Monday, June 28, 2021
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LOCAL AND AREA

Your 
Advertising 
Message

Can Reach The
ENTIRE 

STATE OF 
ILLINOIS

For A Surprisingly 
Low Cost!

Call Us Today For 
Details 539-9396

539-9396

From Hometown 
Heroes to Golden 

Anniversaries, 
we celebrate the 
events that shape 

our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL

We REPORT
To YOU

Subscribe Today!
12 Months

 (Lee, Bureau and 
LaSalle Counties) 

$5200

12 Months
 (Out of Area)

$7235

703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 • 815-539-9396
M-F 8-5 • www.mendotareporter.com
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God wants  us  to 
continually make good 
choices for our lives. 
So He’s given us the 
Bible—His Word—as an 
instruction book to live 
by. The thing is, once we 
know what it says, we’re 
responsible to do what 
it says. Because there’s 
never a time when it’s 
all right to do the wrong 
thing.

As we study God’s 
Word, we discover wis-
dom that applies to every 
area of our lives. And the 
best thing we can do is 
promptly obey God when 
He brings correction or 
direction to us. But there 
are times when we make 

Make choices that don’t waste your time
bad choices anyway, and 
we experience the pain 
of our mistakes. 

God is our Father, and 
just as earthly parents 
discipline their children 
to keep them from harm 
and help them see what is 
in their best interest, God 
sometimes requires us to 
face the consequences of 
our disobedience. 

It’s important to un-
derstand that when God 
corrects us,  i t’s not 
because He’s mad at us, 
but because He loves us. 
And if we follow His 
instructions, then we’re 
going to have a life that’s 
full of peace, joy, and 
emotional stability. 

God cares about every 
area of our lives and He 
wants to be involved in 
everything we do. He 
wants to help us make 
good choices in how we 
dress, what we eat, who 
we hang out with, how 
we spend our money…
about everything in our 
life. 

Even if you have a 
lot of areas where you 
need to change and 
grow, you don’t have 
to feel discouraged. As 
you become more deeply 
rooted in God’s love, it 
gets easier to do what 
He asks because you 
know He has your best 
interests at heart. 

The question is: Do 
you value His opinion? 
Will you allow Him to 
continually work in your 
life? 

When you really love 
Jesus, you’re committed 
to righteousness. You 
want to do the right 
thing because it’s right...
because you love Him, 
not just to try to earn 
God’s love or a reward 
from Him. 

The good news is 
we never have to worry 
about earning God’s 
love. Romans 5:8 says, 
“God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: 
While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for 
us.” God loved us before 
we were born again and 
made the righteousness 
of God in Christ (see 2 
Corinthians 5:17, 21). 
He’ll always love us, and 
we don’t have to wonder, 
Am I doing enough?

The truth is, you are 

not responsible for the 
results. God is respon-
sible for that. Your re-
sponsibility is to keep 
doing the right thing all 
the time, no matter what.

It isn’t always easy, 
but it’s always worth it. 
There are going to be 
times when we’d rather 
do the wrong thing. But 
we’ll just regret it later. 
We need to decide that 
no matter what our cir-
cumstances look like or 
how hard doing the right 
thing might be, we’re 
going to hold on to our 
joy because our joy is 
in Jesus. 

Here’s a practical 
example of what I’m 
saying: Even if I lose my 
job and the car breaks 
down and my chi ld 
comes home with a bad 
report from school and 
I’ve gained five pounds 
and nothing seems to be 
working out in my life…
even then, I will “rejoice 
in the Lord always” (Phi-
lippians 4:4). Even then, 
I will do what is right 
before the Lord.

We don’t  have to 
settle for letting our 
circumstances deter-
mine the level of our 
joy and peace. We can 
decide today: I’m going 

to continue doing right 
whether it’s easy or not, 
and I’m going to trust 
God to give me the grace 
to do it. 

When you’re in the 
middle of hard times 
and you really don’t like 
your circumstances, the 
first place to run is God’s 
Word because it has the 
power to calm you down. 
Find scriptures about 
the strength we have in 
Christ, and then just rest 
in God’s presence and 
receive His strength. 
Whatever you need, just 
go to God’s Word. 

I’ve seen God do 
amazing things in me 
and through me because 
I’ve let Him continually 
work in my life—and 
you can have that kind 
of relationship, too. 

I encourage you to 
pray like this: “God, to-
day I’m giving You per-
mission to keep working 
in my life until You are 
finished doing all that 
You need to do. So when 
I start begging You to 
back off, please don’t. 
The truth is, I want to do 
whatever You are calling 
me to do.” 

Your relationship with 
God can be an amazing 
journey that brings you 

peace, joy and content-
ment in every area of 
life, if you will simply 
choose to follow Him. 

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing CD series Using Your 
Time Wisely. You can 
also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, En-
joying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
130 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF 
THE MIND and her 
newest devotional QUI-
ET TIMES WITH GOD 
(FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Every-
day Life radio and TV 
programs, which air on 
hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

June 23 - Pastor Mary leads Stonecroft 
Worship 

June 25 - 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Lunch in the 
Park hosted by Henderson Mission Team
June 27 - 9 a.m. Worship in-person and 

on Facebook
June 28 - 6:30 p.m. Men’s Ministry - all 

men are welcome

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.  
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: 
prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

1003 5th St.   •   (815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

June 23 - 7 p.m. Bible study on Zoom
June 24 - 10 a.m. Heritage Manor 

worship
June 26 - 1 p.m. Phyllis Thompson’s 

Memorial Service FPC
June 27 - 10 a.m. Worship in-person 

and on Facebook Live, 
11 a.m. Fellowship

June 29 - 5 p.m. Boy Scouts
June 30 - 7 p.m. Bible study on Zoom

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.
No passwords are required; the links 

and phone numbers will be good 
through the duration.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
 (815) 503-1273
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road  

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  

8:30 a.m. Outdoor worship at 
Immanuel (weather permitting, 

otherwise it will be inside). Bring 
chairs and/or blankets.

10:30 a.m. Indoor worship at First
 Online “devotional service” videos will 

continue every Sunday through 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 

YouTube. Check our website and 
Facebook page for more information as 

we transition to in-person worship.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
139 W. Chestnut, Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Amos in the 
Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. From Mosaic law, what 

would happen to the person 
who cursed his father or 

mother? 
Imprisonment, Outcast, 

10 lashings, Death
3. In Daniel 2, who had a dream 

about a statue composed of 
different materials? 

Jezebel, Abednego, Rezin, 
Nebuchadnezzar

4. From Acts 7, who said, 
“Lord, lay not this sin to their 

charge”? 
Philip, Stephen, Luke, David

5. In Genesis 14:3, what “lake” 
is called the Salt Sea? 

Galilee, Lake Pison, Dead Sea, 
Euphrates

6. Whose biblical name means 
“salvation”? 

Jude, Ahaz, Hosea, Ruth

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Death; 3) Nebu-
chadnezzar; 4) Stephen; 5) Dead Sea; 

6) Hosea

=NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:

My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.

Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.
com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to 
start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start 
in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $15.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S 
& VANS

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4, LT, 
Maroon ................................$30,900  

2015 Chevy Equinox, FWD, 2LT,  
White......................................$14,900

2017 Chevy Traverse LTZ, AWD, 
51K miles, White .................$27,900
2017 GMC Acadia Limited, FWD, 
SLT, White ............................$27,900

2017 Chevy Equinox LTZ, AWD, 
Loaded, 60K miles, Red ......$21,500
2016 Chevy Equinox LTZ, AWD, 
4CYL, 25K miles, Gray...........$19,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 
Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process
• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2017 GMC Acadia Limited, FWD, SLT, White, GM Certified, Leather Interior, 
Heated/Cooled Seats, Dual Sunroof, Safety Package and More!

$27,900

2017 GMC Acadia Limited, FWD, SLT, White

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Great Opportunities at 
Community Newspapers!

The Mendota Reporter and Amboy News newspaper, 
both weekly publications serving friendly and close-knit 
communities in northern Illinois, has an immediate opening:

Full-time Account Manager
Are you a dynamic sales rep interested in helping local 

businesses? If so, we’d love to have you join our sales 
team! 

We need someone who truly appreciates the connection 
between marketing and sales, someone who genuinely 
gets excited with each and every sale - big or small. We do 
not cap commissions, so earning potential is unlimited as 
you grow your client base! We also provide monthly auto 
and cell allowances for work-related expenses.

Preferred Qualifications:
• Experience in an advertising or marketing role
• Basic understanding of digital advertising, media and 

social channels
• Detail oriented, with an eye for design and copy writing
• Adaptable and self-motivated in learning new software 

and processes
• Expertise in Microsoft Office Suite with emphasis on 

Excel
To be successful in this role, the ideal candidate will be 

detail-oriented, deadline-driven, and demonstrate accurate 
information management.

We offer a competitive salary commiserate with experi-
ence, a pleasant working environment, paid vacation, paid 
sick time, excellent medical benefits and a 401K investment 
plan.

Many popular state recreational parks and entertain-
ment venues are within a short drive. Two major interstate 
highways intersect near Mendota and make regional travel 
convenient.

Qualified applicants willing to become immersed in both 
the Amboy and Mendota community, should email their re-
sumes and any clips to Mendota Reporter Group Publisher 
at jjtompkins@mendotareporter.com or mail them to P.O. 
Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

I L L I N O I S  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  N E T W O R K  

Northern ICANS - Run Date Week of 6/20/2021 

LEGAL SERVICES 

INJURED? If you’ve 
been hurt in an accident 

in Illinois, call for a 
FREE CASE 

CONSULTATION.                                 
Calls Answered 24/7                   
by Staver Accident                        

Injury Lawyers:                                   
1-888-310-8322 

 

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

1-bedroom upstairs 
downtown apartment. 

Water & garbage included. 
Stove & refrigerator. 

$475 month. 
Call 815-910-7011.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT RENT 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT

LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )21
ESTATE )P 122
OF )     
JAMES )
W. )
BERRY, )

Deceased. )
CLAIMS NOTICE

Notice is given of the 
death of James W. Ber-
ry, of Mendota, Illinois. 
Letters  of Office were 
issued on June 7, 2021 
to Cynthia Berry, 518 W. 
Railroad, LaMoille, IL 
61330, whose attorney 
is David M. Kaleel, 806 
Jefferson Street, Men-
dota, Illinois 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison 
St., Ottawa, IL  61350 or 
with the representative, 
or both, on or before 
January 3, 2022.  If a 
claim notice is mailed 
or delivered personal-
ly to a creditor of the 
decedent, the creditor’s 
claim may be filed on or 
before the date stated 
in that Notice, if later 
than the date shown 
above.  Any claim not 
filed within the time al-
lowed is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
No. 0603
(June 16, 23, 30, 2021)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on May 25, 
2021 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses 
of all persons owning, 
conducting and trans-
acting the business 
known as Just Cuz 
located at 110 Cedar 
Street Cedar Point, IL. 
61316.
Dated: May 25, 2021. 

Lauren Kruswicki and 
Rachael Thrush  Appli-
cants.
No. 0604
(June 16, 23, 30, 2021)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE THIR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, LASALLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 
PROBATE DIVISION.
ESTATE OF Edward 
J. Manczynski, DE-
CEASED. NO. 21 P 
123.
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of the 
above named dece-
dent. Letters of office 
were issued to Christine 
Katkus, 822 Spruce 
Street, Batavia, IL 
60510, as Independent 
Administrator whose at-
torney of record is Kelli 
Chase Plotz/KATTEN 
MUCHIN ROSENMAN 
LLP, 525 W MONROE 
ST, STE 1900, CHICA-
GO, IL 60661-3693.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 755, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the clerk.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the clerk in 
Room 201, 119 W Mad-
ison Street, Ottawa, IL 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on 
or before December 23, 
2021 or, if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from 
the representative is re-
quired by section 5/18-
3 of the Probate Act, the 
date stated in that no-
tice. Any claim not filed 
on or before that date 
is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp
No. 0605
(June 23, June 30, July 
7, 2021)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

A T T E N T I O N 
COLLECTORS!! I Have 
Jan Hagara Figurines, 
$10.00 Miniature Dolls 
& Christmas Ornaments 
$7.00 Phone 815-871-
8063. (06-27-21)

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: A1 
Storage Corner of 
20th St and 8th Ave. 
Saturday June 26th 
9am-Noon. Large 
Furniture Items Only. All 
Items Must be Removed 
After Purchase. Cash 
Only. All Proceeds to go 
Hope. (06-23-21)

VILLAGE OF 
H I L L C R E S T 
I N C L U D E S 
WINDOVER PARK 
“VILLAGE WIDE 
GARAGE SALE 
WEEKEND” JUNE 
24TH, 25TH, & 26TH. 
THURSDAY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY. 
STARTING TIMES MAY 
VARY FROM 7AM TO 
5PM. 20 PLUS SALES 
IN ONE AREA. MAPS 
WITH LOCATIONS 
AVAILABLE AT EACH 
SALE. ALSO A FEW 
ESTATE SALES 
LOCATED IN THE 
VILLAGE. LOTS 
OF UNIQUE ITEMS 
PRICED TO SELL. 
THE COVID CLEAN 
OUT WILL OFFER 
DEALS TO GOOD TO 
BE TRUE, SO COME 
TO THE VILLAGE AND 
TAKE HOME A CAR 
LOAD OF BARGAINS. 
(06-23-21)

ROCHELLE: 1207 and 
1215 Sunrise Court & 
1205 Clifton Terrace. 
Thursday June 24th 
5pm-8pm, Friday June 
25th,  8am-5pm & 
Saturday June 26th, 
8am-Noon. Huge 
7-Family Sale. Clothes: 
Baby, Girls, Boys, 
Name Brand Teens, 
2X Men’s & Ladies, HD 
Riding Suit, Educational 
Materials, Fancy Dog 
Crate, King Bedding, 
Rachel Rae Dishes, 
Pilates Pro Chair, Old 
Fishing Gear, Gun Safe, 
Lawn Mowers, De-
thatcher, Spike Aerator, 
Snowplows, Yard Roller, 
Compressor, New 
Ventless Fireplace, 16 
ft. Ladder, Chain Saw, 
Hundreds of Tools, 
Milk Can, Tanned Deer 
Hides, Stroller, Crib, 
Pak-n-Play, Bedroom 
Furniture, etc. Endless 
Treasures! (06-23-21)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

Mon - Sat: 8-5
Sun: 11-4

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

COMPUTER SALES & SERVICEVETERINARIAN

MENDOTA COMPANION ANIMAL CENTRE
Rt. 251 N. • Mendota  • 815-539-6601

M, T, TH, F 7:30am-6pm • W 8am-Noon
www.mendotavet.com

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

Up to your knees in algae and muck?

CHILD CARE

Earlville
Early Learning Center

Child Care and Early 
Education for children 

from 6 weeks to 
5 years old

For more information, 
call 815-414-5497 or 

email
aschultz@earlville9.org

Now Enrolling!

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

ASPHALT

Commercial & 
Residential
Driveways

Parking Lots
Roads

Tar & Chip
Seal Coating

 Asphalt

Daniel Berchtold
309-361-9562

FURNITURE REFINISHING

Greg Pitstick’s
COUNTRY REFINISHING

No Dipping ≈ No Soaking
Text or call 815-414-3120

~ Pickup & delivery available upon request ~

• Hutches
• Gun Cabinets
• Trim
• Secretaries
• Other wooden 
heirlooms

• Doors
• Desks
• Chairs
• Coffee Tables
• Tables
• End Tables
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURED

NEW LISTING  - GREAT 
BUILDING with good parking 
& space! Easy access with 

overhead door. Duralast  roof 
with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far 

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-712-7346 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,  Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

815-539-3811

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL
815-535-6295

Abigail Vaessen, Broker

815-508-9715
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MLS#11037821 
306 S. East St., 

Earlville
$114,900

Nice 3 bedroom home 
with large eat in sunny 
kitchen. Large deck on 
back and a closed in 
front porch. Affordable.  
Can close quickly. Call 
McConville Realty.

MLS#11087008 
324 E. Church St., 

Earlville, IL
$119,000 

This brick and concrete block 
home with 3 bedrooms 
and 3 bonus rooms is ready 
for it’s new owners.  This 
house is much larger than 
it looks. Lots of history in this 
home and lots of builtins.  
Woodwork throughout 
with hardwood floors. 1 1/2 
baths. Large yard and large 
detached garage. Backs up 
to the Earlville Country Club. 
Call for an appointment.

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL • 815-535-6295

2513 Woods St., West Brooklyn $250,000
Picture yourself sitting on the front porch of this lovely home enjoying the breeze, or entertaining 
on the beautiful back landscaped patio, or in the loft area above the garage! The possibilities are 
endless. The 3 car detached garage has a concrete floor, central air n heat, shop area with work 
bench, cable & internet available and cabinets, a loft area to entertain your family or friends and 
has extra closets and storage space! This two story home is located on a corner lot with lots of 
parking. Home features 3/4 bedrooms, gorgeous woodwork throughout. 

907 JEFFERSON ST., 
MENDOTA

1000 WASHNGTON ST., 
MENDOTA

Let Us Help YOU Sell Your Home!

4165 E. 2ND RD., 
MENDOTA

908 MONROE ST., 
MENDOTA

Call US Today For a FREE Comparative 
Market Analysis!

247 Knox Road, Mendota  
$370,000

Have you always wanted a cabin in the woods 
to remind you of the Northwoods? Then this 
beautiful log home is for you. The owner 
hand-picked and built this log home using 
trees from Wi for his dream home. Pride 
of ownership shines throughout. Features 
include 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath, double sided 
stone fireplace, spiral staircase to loft room 
with pool table for enjoying family time. Loft 
overlooks the dining, kitchen and living room. 
Sit outside by the fire pit and listen to nature 
or relax in the hot tub. Also, included is a tree 
house perfect for children to play in or for 
hunting deer. The 2 car garage is insulated 
and heated with workshop area, 3 LP Tanks, 
open metal building for storing your vehicles 
or a camper!

SEE US ABOUT 
WOODHAVEN 

LAKES 
PROPERTIES!

425 N. JONES AVE., AMBOY
SOLD……........…...................$161,000
207 S. JOHN ST., SUBLETTE
CONTINGENT……........……..$149,900
202 W. SEYMORE ST., SUBLETTE
CONTINGENT........................$149,400
206 S. POPLAR ST., SUBLETTE,
CONTINGENT....................... $129,900
2532 JOHNSON ST., WEST BROOKLYN 
CONTINGENT ........................$89,999
337 N JEFFERSON ST., AMBOY
PENDING………..................….$82,000
503 W. MARTIN ST., LAMOILLE
SOLD.......................................$22,500

LOTS
25 W. MILTON ST., AMBOY
5 LOTS.................................…$28,500 
109 W. MAIN ST., SUBLETTE
.............................................…$20,000
919 MISSOURI DRIVE, DIXON LOST 
NATION LOT….........................$19,500
LOT 1 & 2 E VIRGINIA AVE., SUBLETTE 
…..........................................…$17,900
707 MISSISSIPPI DRIVE, DIXON LOST 
NATION......................................$4,900
415 ST. FRANCIS DRIVE, DIXON LOST 
NATION…..................................$4,900

525 Mazy Road, Amboy  
$109,000

This modular home is located on 2ac mol and 
features 2 bedrooms, 1 bath/laundry, living 
room, kitchen, fenced in back yard, deck, 2 
car attached garage and outdoor shed. Great 
location! Call for your private showing today! 
SELLER TO FIND/CLOSE ON HOME OF THEIR 
CHOICE!

 MLS#11110249   
619 N. Main 

St., Earlville, IL 
$265,000.00 

Very nice home that was 
taken down to studs 
and remodeled around 
2000.  Nice kitchen with 
oak cabinets.  Family 
room has sliding doors 
leading to the deck.   3 
bedrooms 2 full baths & 
office.  This lovely home 
sits on 1.75 acres just 
outside of town.  Pool 
is “as is”   Large 2 car 
garage.  Owner says Sell.

WE HAVE 
BUYERS 

AND NEED 
LISTINGS.
CALL US AT 
THE OFFICE 

815 539-5673 
OR OUR CELL 

PHONES 
LISTED IN 
THIS AD.

WE ALSO HAVE 
BUILDING 
LOTS IN 

MENDOTA AND 
EARLVILLE 
FOR SALE   

PLEASE CALL 
US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

1314 Monroe St., 
Mendota
$177,000

Very nice ranch home 
with updates. Excellent 
location.  Basement partially 
finished with second bath. 3 
bedroom, Spacious kitchen. 
2 car attached garage, 
Screened in back porch with 
patio. Garden shed. Call for 
all the amenities.

PRICE

REDUCED
PRICE

REDUCED

2974 Welland Road, Earlville
Earlville address BUT MENDOTA schools!! 
Ranch with walk out lower level on 16.97 
acres with 9 tillable. 4 BDR’s, 3.5 BA’s, deck 
across the back, pole barn approx 40x 80, 
creek in woods to back of property!!!!

405 8th Street, Mendota
3 BDR, 2 BA, 2 car garage, main floor 
laundry, newer roof, vinyl sided

407 2nd Ave., Mendota
2 BDR, attached garage, vinyl sided, 
updated windows

1004 Chicago Street, Mendota
2 BDR, corner lot, deck on back, 
attached garage

1404 Division Street, MENDOTA
Great building with office space and 
large shop area with storage. Easy 
access to Rt 251, Rt 34, and I-39 &80

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

PENDING

PENDING

REDUCED

2 BUILDING 
LOTS!!!! 

MENDOTA & 
PRINCETON!!
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