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Fall Get Together/
Customer Appreciation Event 

Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021 from 4 - 7 pm
242 E Main St., Amboy

Come join us for complimentary 
hot dogs, brats, chips, cookies 

and drink

Indian food sampling
Liquor sampling

Please RSVP to the event on the 
Amboy Food & Liquor Facebook Page

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR

Amboy High School Homecoming 2021

AMBOY – The Amboy 
High School 2021 Home-
coming Parade kicked off 
at 2:15 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 
17. The route taken was new 
this year. The parade cut the 
trip down Appleton since the 
junior high is now located 
with the high school. The 
AHS Marching Bank led 
the parade. The AHS court 
was joined by the LaMoille 
High School court, Grand 
Marshals Sheila Hicks and 
Mike McCracken, Class 
of 1941 graduate Charles 
Kuebel and all the fall sports 
teams and class floats. The 
Clippers won their game over 
Biggsville/West Central that 
evening 60-14.

The 2021 AHS Home-
coming King is Haden 
McCoy and the Queen is 
Lauren Althaus. Freshman 
Attendants: Natalie Pratt 
and Quinn Leffelman; Soph-
omore Attendants: Maeve 
Larson and Brennan Blaine; 
Junior Attendants: Court-
ney Ortgiesen and Kelton 
Schwamberger.

The Amboy High School 2021 Homecoming King and Queen are, center, Haden McCoy and Lauren Althaus. 
The Senior Homecoming Court includes, front row left to right, Kenzie Nickel, Lauren Richardson, Lauren 
Althaus, Lexi Morgan, Abbe Christoffersen and Baylie Nickel; back row, Andruw Jones, Jairon Hochstatter, 
Haden McCoy, Caden Wittenauer and Sam Russell. (Photo contributed) 

AHS celebrates Homecoming Week 2021

A big crowd cheers on the AHS football team to victory on Sept. 17.

The AHS marching band performs in the Homecoming parade.

Sheila Hicks and Mike McCracken were the 
Grand Marshals in the Homecoming parade.

The Amboy High School cheerleaders’ “Rock ‘em Sock ‘em” 
float was true to form during the football game.

AMBOY — Amboy 
Community School District 
has announced the following 
teachers have joined the 
school year for this school 
year.

Lizzie Sunday, teaches 
first grade at Amboy Central 
Elementary School. Before 
coming to Amboy, she taught 
first grade for two years at 
Rock Falls District 13. 

She received her Bache-
lor’s Degree at Western Illi-
nois University Quad Cities. 
She is certified in grades first 
through sixth.

She is originally from 
Sterling and now lives in 
Walnut. Sunday will be 
getting married July 2022 to 
Jason Bontz.

Sara  Krabbenhoeft , 
teaches sixth grade ELA at 
Amboy Junior High School. 
Before coming to Amboy, 
she taught fourth and fifth 
grade combined, and third 
through fifth grade P.E. at 
Christ Lutheran School

She received her Associ-
ate’s Degree from Sauk Val-
ley Community College in 
Arts Elementary Education, 
and her Bachelor of Science 

Amboy School District
welcomes new teachers

Lizzie Sunday

Sara Krabbenhoeft

in Education Degree from 
Western Illinois University 
Quad Cities.

She is married to Michael 
Krabbenhoeft. 

LEE COUNTY – The driver of a single-vehicle acci-
dent in April that resulted in the deaths of two teenagers 
has been charged in the crash.

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office, Illinois State Police 
and the Lee County Coroner’s Office have completed 
the investigation. The driver of the vehicle, Draven Z. 
Webb, 20, of Dixon, has been charged with two counts 
of reckless homicide, a class 3 felony, with a potential 
prison term of 2-5 years for each charge if found guilty. 
Webb is currently being held at the Lee County Jail, 
with bond set at $100,000 (10%).

On Saturday, April 10 at approximately 4:15 p.m., 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office received a call of a single 
vehicle that struck a tree off Robbins Road, south of 
Amboy Road.  Lee County Sheriff’s Deputies, Amboy 
Fire/EMS, Sublette Fire/EMS, and Advance Ambulance 
responded to the scene.  Four occupants were identified 
in the collision. Webb and a 14-year-old female were 
transported to KSB Hospital and later transferred for 
further treatment.  The other two occupants of the 
vehicle, a 14-year-old female and a 14-year-old male, 
died of their injuries at the scene.

Dixon man charged in
fatal April traffic crash

By TONJA GREENFIELD
Publisher

SUBLETTE — The Elli-
ce Dinges Center in Sublette 
will be getting new windows 
after the village board the 
approved the purchase on 
Sept. 13.

The Sublette Village 
Board met for its regular 
monthly meeting on Sept. 13, 
in the Ellice Dinges Center. 
All board members except 
Jeff Myers were present.

Sublette Village Trustee 
Julie Kessel presented a bid 
for windows from RP Lum-
ber, and a bid from Klein 
Construction for installation. 
The total cost of the project 
is $10,969. Kessel told the 
board the price of the window 

Sublette Board awards bid
for Ellice Dinges windows

had increased recently, so 
she recommended the board 
purchase the windows with-
out the screens, saving the 
village money. The motion 
to purchase the new windows 
was approved.

In other board news:
• Don Dinges report-

ed that the village had a 
good turnout for celebrat-
ing the 50th anniversary of 
Woodhaven Lakes recently. 

He said the annual Coun-
try Car Show was held last 
weekend. He said the number 
of cars were down, but the 
quality of cars was good. He 
said the Pullin in the Park 
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NORTH AMERICA’S

#1 Walk-In Tub
NOWwith an Exclusive

NEW Shower Package!

First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for standing or sitting

Durable frameless tempered glass enclosure available

High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty

Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low price

EXCLUSIVE OFFER!

$1500 OFF
on a Walk-in Tub with this Limited Time Offer*

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE. FOR DETAILS CALL TODAY!

815-345-2573
FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Now you can have the best of both worlds–
there iiisn’’’t a better, more affffffordable walk-iiin tub!!!

BUILT IN
THE USA CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

Lovely Dutch Colonial 2 story home with hard-
wood floors on the first floor with nice wood work. 

The foyer leads to a gorgeous open staircase 
that takes you to 3 large bedrooms /1st floor 

master bedroom Bright airy & clean home! Lots 
of storage. Detached BIG 18’ X 30’ garage Full 
basement with laundry area. Call for showing. 

McConville Realty  815-539-5673

MLS# 11171265  
2517 Woods St., 
West Brooklyn

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com 09

12
20
21

Great investment property in downtown Mendota.  
Restaurant/Bar, 4 apartments upstairs with $1800 

monthly income. Bar owned and operated by same 
owners for 32 years. Many recent updates and financials 
are available. Two dining rooms (Otherside Restaurant) 
to expand  bar/restaurant for private parties or extra 
restaurant seating. Thriving business in downtown.  
Call for showing.  McConville Realty  815-539-5673

MLS# 11186392   
712 & 714 Main St., 

Mendota, IL

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com 09

12
20
21

event was the best the village 
ever had and he praised Chris 
Leffelman and the group that 
put the event on. He told the 
board he met with Sublette 
365 to go over the line-up of 
events for 2022. 

He also told the board 
about a new event at the 
Mendota Hills Campground. 
From Sept. 24-26, a new 
event is being planned in 
Sublette – Antique Power 
Days. This will be held at 
Mendota Hills campground 

on U.S. 52 northwest of Sub-
lette. The event will feature 
steam power, parades, hay 
rides, sawmilling and much 
more.

Dinges ended that discus-
sions on the Christmas in the 
Village event will be held in 
a couple of weeks.

• Trick or Treat hours were 
approved. The Sublette Trick 
or Treat hours will be from 
5-7 p.m., on Sunday, Oct. 31.

The next Sublette Village 
Board meeting will be held at 
7 p.m., on Monday, Oct. 11, 
in the Ellice Dinges Center.

Sublette
Continued from Page A1

DIXON – The Blackhawk 
Firefighters Association 
(BFFA) hosted Community 
Together in Unity, Remem-
bering the 20th Anniversary 
of 9/11, on Saturday, Sept. 11, 

at the Sauk Valley College.  
The ceremony honored the 
heroes of 9/11 and members 
of the BFFA who served their 
communities and have since 
recently passed away. 

Sublette Firefighter Nick Dinges, left, and Amboy Fire 
Chief Jeff Bryant pose in front of a memorial to 9/11. 
Engraved in the stone are the words, “The rusting of 
the steel symbolizes the sacrifice of the first responders.”

Photo submitted

BFFA ceremony honors
Sept. 11th anniversary

The Blackhawk Firefighters Association Memorial 
Bell was rung. The bell was donated by the Rochelle 
Fire Department in April 2002, and crafted by Lt. Jeff 
Hogan and Firefighter Brian Fortune of the Byron Fire 
Protection District. The bell is to honor those who have 
served so well.                                           Photo submitted

Lee County Sheriff John Simonton speaks to those in 
attendance.

Photo submitted
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Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

08
25

20
21

Nicci Leffelman 
Realtor
815-501-0408

 403 N. Inlet Road, Sublette $130,000
Enjoy the perks of country living on the outskirts of town! This cozy ranch 

features 3 bedrooms, including a spacious master with large closet, new plush 
carpet throughout living room, hallway, and 2 bedrooms, and a convenient 

laundry closet. Recent updates include new carpet (Nov. 2020), 16x34 concrete 
patio and landscaping in rear (2020), new garage doors with automatic openers 
(2019), and new lifetime steel roof, new soffit and fascia, and seamless gutters 
(all 2019). Seller offers $3,000 credit toward Central Air unit. Plenty of storage 

with shelving in the spacious 2.5 car garage! MOTIVATED SELLERS!

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road  • 1-815-963-1609, reservations

09
22

20
21

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
September 27 - October 1  

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal
Monday – Baked chicken breast, mashed potatoes/gravy, steamed 
peas, whole grain dinner roll, strawberry applesauce
Tuesday – Meatloaf, cheesy potatoes, brussel sprouts, whole grain 
wheat bread, diced pears
Wednesday – Baked pork chop, mashed potatoes/gravy, green 
beans, whole grain dinner roll, cherry crisp
Thursday – Italian sausage w/peppers on whole grain bun, red 
potato wedges, Italian blend veggies, apricots
Friday – A) Crispy fish sandwich w/whole grain wheat bun, 
tartar sauce, macaroni & cheese, peas, diced peaches  B) Soup & 
Sandwich, minestrone & turkey

Reservations needed
10:00 am day before

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:00 am

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

Our Family Protecting Your Family

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

We support local FFA chapters 
and all your efforts to educate and 
help future ag leaders put down 
tomorrow’s roots.

Trust in Tomorrow.®

Lisa Quest

Roads are busy with farm equipment during 
harvest season, so please help your local 
farmers and share the road. Slowing down 
could save someone’s future. 
 

Trust in Tomorrow.®

09
22

20
21

YOUR CAUTION
OUR SHARED FUTURE

OUR FAMILY PROTECTING 
YOUR FAMILY

Community Calendar
DIXON-The Lee Coun-

ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults 
by appointment only. Call 
815-284-3371 to make an ap-
pointment or for information 
on other services available. 
You may also visit the web-
site at www.lchd.com for a 
list of services available.

STERLING-The U of I 
Extension Educator Karla 
Belzer will lead Wits Fit-
ness from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, Sept. 23, at 
the Whiteside Extension 
Office, 12923 Lawrence Rd. 
This program is designed to 
exercise the brain. Register 
online at go.illinois.edu/

witsfitness.
AMBOY-The Amboy 

Farmer’s Market will be 
held from 8 a.m. until noon 
on Friday, Sept. 24, in the 
Depot Museum parking lot. 
This will be the last Farm-
er’s Market of the season. 
Vendors are welcome. Call 
Alice Dukes with questions 
at 815-857-4015.

AMBOY-The U of I 
Extension will host the Wits 
Fitness virtual class from 
10 to 11 a.m. on Monday, 
Sept. 27. Challenge your 
brain to keep your wits fit. 
Registration is required to 
receive log on instructions. 
This is a free class open to 
the public. Register online 

at go.illinois,edu/witsfit-
nessonline.

DIXON-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 27, at the 
American Legion Hall, 
1120 W. First St. Call the 
Red Cross at 800-733-2767 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Lions Club will meet at 6 
p.m. on Monday, Sept. 27, 
at the Community Center, 
280 W. Wasson Rd.

SUBLETTE-The Amer-
ican Red Cross will hold a 
Blood Drive from 1 to 6 

p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 28, 
at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish Hall, 202 S. 
Locust St.  Call the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

HARMON-The Harmon 
Methodist Church, 202 N. 
Grove St., will hold their 
Annual Bazaar on Saturday, 
Oct. 2, from 8 a.m. until 2:30 
p.m. Everyone is welcome. 
Masks will be required.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy committee meetings 
will be held at 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, Oct. 4, at the Community 
Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd.

SUBLETTE – Antique Power Days 2021 will be held 
Sept. 24-26 at the Mendota Hills Campground, located 
between Sublette and Amboy on U.S. 52.

Daily events will include a parade, sawmilling, steam 
power, hay rides and more. A spark show will be held 
on Saturday night at dark.

For more information, contact Chris Heinrich at 
815-764-9205 or Dave Stevens at 630-254-9440, or 
go online to www.facebook.com/antiquepowerdays20

Antique Power Days set
Sept. 24-26 at campground

ASHTON — After 75 
years manufacturing dry 
food products for leading re-
tail brands, Crest Foods Co., 
Inc., is pleased to announce 
the launch of its first retail 
brand - 815Eats.

“Selling our own prod-
ucts has been a longtime 
dream of ours,” said Jeff 
Meiners, Crest Foods Presi-
dent. “815Eats allows us to 
leverage some of our biggest 
strengths as a company – full 
service product develop-
ment, exceptional sourcing 
and turn-key manufacturing. 
Everything is handled locally 
from our facilities in Ashton, 
IL.”

Rather than market under 
the Crest Foods name, the 
company created a new retail 
brand that would resonate 
with consumers. Says Gaven 
Meiners, 815Eats Sales and 
Research Manager, “815Eats 
represents not only our area 
code, but also our Mid-
western values and the joy 

Crest Foods Co., Inc. Launches 815Eats

we find in food, family and 
friendships. We’re proud of 
our roots and wanted a name 
that reflected that.”

The first 815Eats product 
is a line of microwave dips 
in four savory flavors: Chili 
Con Queso, Black Bean 
& Jalapeño, Tuscan Bean 
and Curried Chickpea. To 
prepare, simply remove 
the lid, add water to the fill 
line, stir and microwave for 
90 seconds. The end result 
is a filling, flavorful snack 
with only 100 calories per 
container. 

“It’s a completely new 

marketplace concept and 
allows consumers to enjoy an 
indulgent, portion-controlled 
treat,” says Gaven. “With ½ 
cup prepared dip per contain-
er, there’s enough to share, 
but there’s no need to feel 
guilty if you decide not to.”

Sales initially launched 
online at 815Eats.com and 
product continues to be avail-
able for shipping throughout 
the continental US. Re-
tail distribution is rapidly 
expanding and currently 
includes several area retail 
stores:

• Oliver’s Corner Market, 

Dixon
• Mimini’s General Store, 

Ashton
• Benny’s Corner Market, 

Rochelle
• Amboy Food & Liquor, 

Amboy
• Polo Fresh Food Mar-

ket, Polo
• Lanark Food Center, 

LanarK
Crest Foods Co., Inc. is 

a third generation, Meiners 
family owned dry food man-
ufacturer founded in 1946. 
The company operates out of 
centrally located Ashton, and 
employs a workforce of 650.

By BRAD JENNINGS
Ogle County Life Editor

BYRON – The familiar sight of 
steam rising from the Byron Gener-
ating Station continues, although it 
is down to rising from one tower as 
the station refuels.

With Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker 
signing a new energy bill that was 
favorable to nuclear plants into law 
on Sept. 15, the Byron Station will 
continue to operate. It’s owner, Ex-
elon Generation, had threatened to 
close the station on Sept. 13 without 
the new bill.

“I was both excited and relieved 
to watch the Illinois Senate provide 
a concurrence vote in favor of 
SB2408,” said Erin Folk, executive 
director of the Oregon PByronark 
District and part of FAIRCOM (Fair 
Assessment Information Resource 
Committee). “Local taxing bodies, 
state legislators, community mem-
bers and so many others have spent 
the past year working together for a 
common goal and our efforts paid 
off. Nuclear energy not only creates 
the opportunity for clean energy, 
but it saves jobs, stabilizes the local 
economy and allows taxing bodies 
to continue to provide the services 
our residents have come to rely on.”

The same day the Illinois Senate 
passed the bill, Exelon released a 
statement saying the Byron and 
Dresden stations would be refu-
eled and not shut down. Dresden 
was scheduled to be closed later 
this year.

“We commend the governor, the 
General Assembly, our partners at 
IBEW Local 15 and the coalition 
of labor leaders and members 
who worked so hard to pass this 
roadmap for building our economy 
and addressing the climate crisis 
by investing in clean energy in 
a way that ensures that jobs and 
environmental benefits are shared 
equitably,” said Christopher Crane, 
president and CEO of Exelon. “The 
new policy offers a better future 
for the employees who have run 
these plants at world-class levels, 
the plant communities that we are 
privileged to serve and all Illinois-
ans eager to build a clean-energy 
economy that works for everyone.”

Todd Tucker, executive direc-
tor of the Byron Forest Preserve 
District, said that not only are the 
nuclear plants needed to reach clean 
energy goals, but they are economic 
engines for the local economy.

“It’s paramount for our agency,” 
he said. “It’s paramount for our 
taxpayers, our schools.”

As one of the local officials 
dedicated to keeping the plant open, 
Tucker said the grassroots effort to 
keep the Byron plant open certainly 
helped.

“You can’t lay back and act like 
it’s going to happen anyway and not 
do anything,” he said.

The new bill was signed more 
than a year after Exelon announced 
the two plants would close. The 
Byron plant provides about 700 

jobs as well as millions in local 
tax revenues.

The Byron CUSD #226 paid for 
the economic impact study, and it 
showed that about 74 percent of the 
district’s revenue comes from the 
Byron Station.

The study showed that the Byron 
Station’s direct contribution to the 
regional economy (GDP) is estimat-
ed to be more than $288 million. 
That is 1.6 percent of the total GDP 
of the region. For the Ogle County, 
Byron Station’s total contribution 
to the economy is estimated to be 
$338 million; 17 percent of the 
county’s total GDP.

Pritzker signs bill into law to save Byron nuclear plant
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The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

1101258.1

ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

GET TO A BETTER STATE.®          CALL ME TODAY.

Take the guesswork out of your 
insurance. Whether itʼs your car, home, life, or more, I 
can help you feel good about your coverage, as well as 
the price youʼre paying.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, 
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 

Bloomington, IL, State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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N

SUBLETTE – Kenneth 
R. Purvis, 76, of Sublette, 
passed away Sept. 9, 2021 
at Rochelle Community 
Hospital.

Funeral services were held 
at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 
15 at First United Methodist 
Church, Mendota with Pas-
tor Mary Bohall officiating. 
Visitation was from 4-7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Sept. 14 at the 
Merritt Funeral Home, Men-
dota. Cremation rites were 
accorded after the funeral and 
private family burial will be 
held at a later date at Restland 
Cemetery, Mendota.

Kenny was born June 16, 
1945 in Mendota to Clarence 
and Beulah Purvis. He married 
his first wife, Janis Tuttle, on 
April 30, 1967. Kenny married 
his current wife, Barbi Brun-
ner, on June 6, 1987.

Survivors include his 
wife, Barbi; four children, 
Janelle (Mike) Theisen of 
Sandwich, Amy Purvis of 
Bastrop, Texas, Julie (Brian) 
Greenberg of Phoenix, Ariz. 
and Kim Cleary of Paw 
Paw; 10 grandchildren; 18 
great-grandchildren; one 
sister, Colleen (Denny) 
Hagemann; and a sister-in-
law, Linda Purvis.

He was preceded in death 

Kenneth R. Purvis
June 16, 1945 - Sept. 9, 2021

by his parents; one broth-
er, Roger Purvis; a niece 
Lynette Purvis; a nephew, 
Jerry Hagemann; and one 
grandson, Jimmy Cleary.

Kenny grew up in LaM-
oille and graduated from 
LaMoille High School and 
then attended college in St. 
Louis. He worked at Hart 
Carter in Mendota and later 
opened his own business, 
Cuke Inc. He designed 
and patented the cucumber 
harvester and performed 
welding and fabrication for 
31 years. He was very active 
in supporting his communi-
ty as a lifetime member of 
the Mendota Elks, Moose 
and VFW clubs. He was 
the founding member of 
the Mendota Optimist Club. 
Kenny was also a 54-year 
director of the Tri-County 
Fair as well as the chairman 
of the Truck and Tractor 
Pulls. He was awarded 
an Excellence of Service 
award by the Illinois De-
partment of Agriculture in 
2017 for his involvement 
with the fair association. He 
was inducted into the La-
Salle County Motorsports 
Hall of Fame in 2014. He 
and his wife, Barbi were 
also awarded the HD Hume 

award for outstanding ser-
vice in 2015. In addition to 
his community and civic 
organizations, Kenny was 
an avid Nascar fan and en-
joyed camping at their sec-
ond home at Mendota Hills 
Campground. He was a 
master of the grill and could 
often be found serving up 
sweet corn or sandwiches 
as part of his community 
organizations or with his 
own business, Barbi and 
Ken’s concessions. Kenny, 
along with his wife Barbi, 
also enjoyed spending time 
with his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
attending their various 
sporting events and activ-
ities throughout the years.

Memorials can be made in 
Kenny’s honor for the family 
to choose a benefactor. On-
line condolences may be left 
at www.merrittfh.com.

LaMOILLE - Morry L. 
Schlegel, 79, of LaMoille 
passed away Sept. 14, 2021 
at St. Margaret’s Hospital, 
Spring Valley.

Funeral services were 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 18 at Community 
United Methodist Church, 
LaMoille with Rev. David 
Jungnickel officiating. Burial 
was at Union Cemetery, 
LaMoille. Visitation was 
from 4-7 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 17 at the church. Lund-
quist-Merritt Funeral Home 
handled arrangements.

Morry was born Feb. 28, 
1942 in Princeton to Harry 

Morry L. Schlegel
Feb. 28, 1942 - Sept. 14, 2021

and Della (Pinter) Schlegel. 
He married Diane Phillips 
on a very cold January day, 
Jan. 20, 1963.

Survivors include his wife 
of LaMoille; three daughters, 
Beth (Karl) Schultz and Jill 
(Brad) Snethen, both of 
Princeton and Amy Schlegel 
of Chicago; six grandchil-
dren, Seth, Justine, Luke and 
Karlie Schultz and Brady and 
Adrienne Snethen; one sister, 
Myrna (Charles) Teauseau 
of Winterhaven, Fla.; one 
brother, Marlowe (Judy) 
Schlegel of Columbia, Mo.; 
and a sister-in-law, Margo 
Phillips of LaMoille.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and a brother-
in-law, Bill Phillips.

Morry was raised on a 
farm in Spring Valley and 
graduated from Hall High 
School in 1959. He farmed 
all his life in Spring Val-
ley and LaMoille and also 
worked for Van Orin Coop 
and Becker Auction Service 
and was a Funks seed corn 
dealer for many years. He 
was a member of Community 

United Methodist Church 
where he served on several 
committees, was a youth 
group leader, taught Sunday 
school and was in the dart 
ball league. He belonged to 
Kum Double. He served on 
the First State Bank board 
and Bureau County Pork 
Producers, was a Bureau 
County soil and water chair-
man and did a great deal 
of volunteering for water 
and soil. He also coached 
Pony League baseball in 
LaMoille.

Memorials may be di-
rected to Union Cemetery. 
Online condolences may be 
left at www.merritfh.com.

HARMON — Harmon 
Methodist Church, 202 N. 
Grove St., will hold their 
church bazaar on Saturday, 
Oct. 2, from 8 a.m. until 
2:30 p.m. There will be a 
bake sale with pies, a white 

elephant booth, homemade 
quilts, fleece throws, door 
prizes and much more. This 
year will feature free coffee 
and roll to go.

Everyone is welcome. 
Masks will be required.

Annual Church Bazaar set for
October 2 at Harmon Methodist

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois 
Secretary of State Jesse White 
is warning consumers interest-
ed in purchasing used vehicles 
to beware of flood-damaged 
cars resulting from flooding 
caused by Hurricane Ida or 
other natural disasters.  

“We are taking steps to 
ensure that flood-damaged 
vehicles from hurricanes do 
not receive clean titles in 
Illinois,” White said.

In an effort to protect 
Illinois consumers, White 
has instructed his office to 
closely monitor title appli-
cations involving potential 
flood vehicles. This includes 
ensuring vehicles coming 
from counties impacted by 
flooding are properly iden-
tified and labeled as flood 
vehicles when applicable.

White urged consumers to 
gather as much information 
as possible about a vehicle 
before making a purchase. 
Consumers are encouraged 
to obtain a National Motor 
Vehicle Title Information 
System (NMVITIS) vehicle 
history report by visiting 
https://vehiclehistory.bja.
ojp.gov/. 

In addition, White said 
that CARFAX is providing 
a link to check for flood ve-
hicles. To visit the free link, 
go to www.carfax.com/flood.

White: Beware
of flood-damaged
cars from hurricane

AMBOY – The Amboy American Legion Auxiliary 
will hold a meeting on Monday, Oct. 4 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Long Branch Saloon. All are invited to attend.

For more information, contact Joyce Schamberger 
at 815-973-4691. Social distancing and masks will be 
required.

Schamberger will be the hostess.

Legion Auxiliary to meet
October 4 at Long Branch

PAGE 4 • SEC A • AMBOY NEWS WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 22, 2021

Mary Tourville Bouse
Oct. 8, 1921 - Sept. 11, 2021

PAYSON, Ariz. – Mary 
Tourville Bouse, loving 
mother,  grandmother, 
great-grandmother, great-
great-grandmother, passed 
away Sept. 11, 2021 in 
Payson, Ariz.

She was born Oct. 8, 1921 
in El Reno, Okla.

Mary is survived by Chere 
Osbun (Jessie), Susan Luckett 
(Lou), Allison Carter (Jim), 
Mari-Louise Lee, and Fred 
Bouse, 14 grandchildren, 
23 great-grandchildren, 11 

great-great-grandchildren.
Mary loved to cook, and 

donate her time to veteran’s 
affairs, as well as crochet 
many lovely Afghans, an-
gels, sweaters and animals 
for her grandchildren.

She was well loved by 
everyone who met her and 
will be truly missed by all.

Mary was interred in a 
private service for family 
on Friday, September 17th at 
Green Acres Memorial Park 
in Scottsdale, Ariz.

NEW GLARUS, Wis. 
— Come to New Glarus 
to enjoy free live music 
under the big tent down-
town, including polka, 
rock, country, and blues. 
Family friendly activities 
take place Saturday and 
Sunday, including horse 
drawn wagon rides, chain 
saw carving exhibition, 
and antique tractor pull. 
The Oktoberfest King and 
Queen will be chosen and 
crowned Thursday night, so 

Lift your stein at the New Glarus 
Oktoberfest, September 23-26

wear your best dirndl and 
lederhosen outfits to com-
pete. Cash prize, free beer, 
and bragging rights will 
be awarded to the winners. 
The traditional ceremonial 
tapping of the Staghorn Oc-
toberfest wooden keg will 
be on Friday and Saturday 
nights at 7 p.m., hosted 
by New Glarus Brewing 
Company. 

For the full festival 
schedule, visit swisstown.
com.
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

The Magician

CELEBRATING OVER 100 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO AMBOY & THE SURROUNDING AREA

Water Softener Salts
40lb Pellet...............................$6.70

40lb Solar.................................$6.05

40lb Rust Remover..............$7.99

HARDWARE & 
BUILDING MATERIAL

1 South Commercial, Amboy
815-857-2525

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 - 5  
Sat. 8 - 3 • Sun. 10 -1

Serving The Amboy Area For Over 100 Years 
Save Time, Save money...

582 US Route 52, Sublette 
$349,900

Unique home with lots of spacious room to 
enjoy! Features include: 3.47 acres of gorgeous 
land, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, loft area for 
entertaining, family room in basement and bath 
room attached garage, large living room with a 
fireplace, deck out front, shed, and outbuilding 
for more storage. Lots of storage space 
throughout and work shop off garage. Must see 
to appreciate. Across from Shady Oaks Golf 
Course. Call today for a showing!

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
08112021

Start your career 
in healthcare, 

public service, 
or firefighting by 
joining your local 
fire department! 

AFPD has secured 
grants for firefighter 

recruitment and EMS 
training. Let us help you 
pave the way towards 

your goal career while also benefiting your community. 

If you’re interested in becoming a firefighter or 
Emergency Medical Technician, email  

ashley@amboyfire.com to inquire about joining!  
(Must be 18+ years old)

Are you looking for a career with no college debt and 
are between the ages of 16-18? Please contact us 

about our Candidate Program. 

07
07

20
21

The Magician” is Irish writer Colm Toibin’s fiction-
alized account of the life of the preeminent German 
writer Thomas Mann. It is a superb novel, sweeping 

in its historical scope – Mann lived through the two great 
wars and their aftermath – and intimate in its depiction of the 
great writer and his headstrong, raucous family. 

Thomas was born in 1875 in the North German city of 
Lübeck. His strict father was a prominent merchant and a 
senator, his mother Julia was Brazilian, deemed too exotic 
by the dour Germans. When the senator died in 1891, the 
business was liquidated, stranding Julia, as she protested, 
amidst “the good people of Lübeck, since they can’t burn 
witches anymore, they take the widows out and humiliate 
them.” She moved her five children south to Munich.  Trag-
ically, Julia’s two daughters years later took their own lives.

Thomas became famous at 26 when his first novel “Bud-
denbrooks” about the decline of a well-to-do Lübeck merchant 
family, became an instant bestseller. Thomas was a private 
person and it was only from his diaries, which were published 
twenty years after his death, that his private life came into 
focus. He was attracted to young men throughout his life. 
His novels had homoerotic undercurrents, and in his famous 
novella “Death in Venice,” the middle-aged protagonist con-
ceived an obsession for a young boy. It too had world-wide 
success. When in 1924 Thomas’s most famous novel, “The 
Magic Mountain,” appeared, his children began calling him 
the Magician. In 1929, Thomas was awarded the Nobel Prize.

Thomas’s wife Katia, who was from an extremely wealthy, 
secular Jewish industrialist family, knew of his homosexuality, 
but didn’t much care. Their fifty-year marriage was close and 
productive, though their six children often accused him of 
remoteness. Thomas was a superpatriot in World War I, but 
in the interwar years turned Left and eventually became a 
Social Democrat. In 1933, he and Katia were in France when 
Hitler came to power. They decided not to return to Germa-
ny and settled in Switzerland.  In 1939, Thomas and Katia 
sailed to the United States, the only remaining safe haven.  
They were invited to the White House for lunch with FDR 
and Eleanor. There was talk of Thomas becoming president 
of a post-war Germany. 

Having brought his children and his brother to the United 
States, Thomas and Katia moved west in 1941 to Pacific 
Palisades where Thomas built a large villa with an ocean 
view. Thomas recorded anti-Nazi radio broadcasts for a 
German audience throughout the war. But misfortune befell 
the family again when Klaus, the oldest son, killed himself. 
Thomas didn’t shy away from openly opposing the McCar-
thy witch-hunts, earning him visits from the FBI, which had 
a 99-page file on him. In 1952, Thomas and Katia left the 
United States for Switzerland.

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com

Fall is for feathered friends, fireplaces
W R I T T E N  B Y R I C H A R D 

HENTSCHEL
URBANA  – Birdseed and firewood 

are two common topics that show up 
every fall. Both take some planning to 
be successful.

“Feeding the birds means start-
ing earlier than later,” says Richard 
Hentschel, University of Illinois Ex-
tension horticulture educator serving 
DuPage, Kane, and Kendall counties. 
“Birds need to know early on that there 
will be something to eat on a regular 
basis if you want them to hang around 
in your yard.”

With the recent outbreak of songbird 
deaths, Illinois officials are not current-
ly recommending removing feeders, but 
stress cleaning and sanitizing feeders 
every two weeks and hummingbird 
feeders weekly.

Buying birdseed that has a little bit 
of everything for every bird can add up 
to a lot of wasted seed on the ground. 
Consider putting out seed that will at-
tract only your favorite birds. This can 
be more cost-effective as the unwanted 
seed will feed four-legged critters, not 
to mention make a mess on the patio 
or in the lawn.

The type of birdseed chosen will 
also help determine the kind of feeder 

needed. Typically, feeders are designed 
for the size of seed being distributed — 
thistle versus sunflower, for example.

“You may end up with several feed-
ers catering to a variety of your favorite 
birds,” Hentschel says.

Most think of feeding birds, few-
er think about supplying water, too. 
Consider birdbaths that have a heating 
element to keep them from icing over 
in the winter.

Now on to firewood. It is never a 
good idea to burn “green” firewood 
in the home fireplace as it will take 
heat away from the room and can add 
substantially to the creosote buildup in 
the chimney. 

Outdoors it can make for so much 
smoke it is impossible to sit close 
enough to enjoy the fire.

“It may not be critical to have the best 
firewood to burn in an outdoor fire pit, 
yet it is an entirely different story for 
the indoor fireplace,” Hentschel says.

Seasoned firewood means the wood, 
for logs more than 6 inches, has been 
cut, split, and dried for a long time. 
Clues that the wood is seasoned are 
a gray color on the ends of a log and 
checkmarks showing moisture loss.

Firewood should be around 20% to 
25% moisture to burn well and limit 

smoke. Those who purchase well-sea-
soned wood need to keep it dry before 
burning it.

“Make the woodpile easy to uncover 
and recover,” Hentschel says. “Or you 
will find yourself leaving the cover off 
and allowing the firewood to reabsorb 
the water you paid to remove.”

As a rule, the heavier the firewood, 
given the same moisture content, the 
more heat it will give off. This is some-
thing to consider if there are different 
tree species available to purchase.

Once the home fireplace is being reg-
ularly used, only bring in the amount of 
firewood expected to be used in a week. 
It takes more than a week to “thaw out” 
any outdoor insects that have hidden in 
cracks and crevices on the bark.

“This practice will keep the insects 
from wandering around your home 
and, while not likely to do any damage 
indoors, will keep the family peace,” 
Hentschel says.

As an additional precaution, when 
stacking firewood next to the outside 
wall of a home, leave a few inches 
between for good air movement and 
an extra barrier for insects.

More information about cutting, 
purchasing, and burning firewood is 
available at go.illinois.edu/Firewood.

DIXON — The Awards Reception 
for the 17th Farms & Barns Art Exhibit 
offered a full house of art and attendees 
on Friday, Sept. 10 at The Next Picture 
Show in Dixon. 

Art judges Mike McNamara and 
Beverly Garcia recognized ten local 
and regional artists from a total of 115 
individual art pieces on display. 

Best in Show to Bob Logsdon of 
Grand Detour for his digital photograph 
“Emmert’s Farm”; first Place to Robert 
Krajecki of Elburn for the watercolor 
“Paul’s Farm; second Place to Matt 
Jagitsch of Sterling for his white pencil 
on black, “Rooster”; and third Place to 

Roger Goodspeed of Freeport for the 
watercolor, “Rusty Pipes”. 

Honorable Mentions where also 
presented to Karen Tucker of Grand 
Detour for her oil, “Barn on Pines 
Road; Kitto for his oil “Midwest”; 
Richard Schmidt of Frankfurt for the 
oil “Red Barn Door”; Janet Cederlund 
of Union for her watercolor “Coming 
Home”: Ellen Mumford of Dixon for 
her watercolor “Wintery Farmstead”; 
and Michele Gillette of Sterling for 
her photograph on metal, “America’s 
Heartland”.

The 2021 Farms & Barns exhibit 
will be on display TNPS until Oct. 16 

and features work that explores our rich 
farm culture by highlighting the many 
old buildings, wide-open pastures, farm 
equipment, livestock, creeks and streams 
that can be recorded in individual art-
work styles.

On display from until Oct. 16, the 
show focuses on our rich farm culture 
by highlighting old buildings, wide-open 
pastures, farm equipment, livestock, 
and creeks. A wide variety of media 
is represented including acrylic, barn 
wood, marker, oil, pastel, photography, 
and watercolor. 

The exhibition is sponsored by Com-
peer Financial.

The Next Picture Show in Dixon recognized 10 
local and regional artists

Granny Rose - Chester
Chester came to the shelter from animal control and was 

soon adopted. He was returned and he now looks for a “fresh 
start”. This Beagle/Boxer mix is neutered, weighs 40 pounds 
and is 6 years old. His short brindle and white coat is very 
attractively marked. Chester sounds like a hound when he 
barks, knows obedience commands and is housebroke. He 
is energetic, playful and loves attention. Chester needs an 
owner that will be firm, but fair, and continue his training 
and socialization. He does not care for other dogs, but adores 
his people. To see Chester, call Granny Rose Animal Shelter 
at 815-288-PETS(7387) or visit www.grannyrose.org. 

Photo contributed

                        119 N. Elm St. in Franklin Grove
• Private Slot Room • Daily drink specials

• East Side Cafe pizza
8 a.m. - midnight, Monday - Thursday. 8 a.m. - 1 a.m. Friday

11 a.m. - 1 a.m. Saturday, 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sunday
08092021
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column

On This Day in History

Something to say?
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I find myself grieving for someone I’ve 
never met every Sept. 17th -- for the 
past 31 years.

Back in 1990, I was working as the night 
police reporter for the Quad-City Times when I 
was dispatched to a fire at a school playground 
at 9 p.m.

I was one of the first on the scene. I walked 
to where I saw smoke rising from some tall 
weeds on the edge of the playground, looked 
down and was met with the body of a child that 
had been doused with gasoline and set on fire.

I staggered backwards gasping for air. I could 
feel the bile rise in my throat and my knees go 
weak. It was the last thing I expected to find 
on a crisp autumn evening in Davenport, Iowa.

I was there when the firefighters, the de-
tectives, the medical examiner and a horde of 
reporters arrived.

And I stood a few feet from the smoldering remains won-
dering: Who would do such a thing?

What evil lurked in the shadows that committed such an act?
We later learned that the victim was Jennifer Ann Lewis, 

a pugnacious tom-boy from Rock Island’s west end. She was 
last seen buying gum from a neighborhood store.

She never came back. Year after year, I’ve learned a bit 
more about this girl. And the more I learn, the sadder I become. 

I’ve wondered what her life would have been like if she 
had lived.

A teacher’s aide told me how Jennifer liked to twirl around 

in frilly dresses hiking the hem higher and higher 
as she spun. Her best friend told me how they 
played with “My Little Ponies” together.

Her mother recalled her daughter’s sweet 
disposition, how she loved her newborn baby 
brother and her dog, Bowser. 

We name buildings after wealthy benefac-
tors, bridges after politicians and streets after 
celebrities. But our collective recollection of 
children who die at the hands of others fades.

A granite monument funded by the com-
munity was placed on the playground where 
Jennifer’s corpse was found. A while back, I 
went looking for it only to learn that vandals 
long ago destroyed it. 

Even in death, she isn’t accorded the respect 
her life was due. 

No one that night walked away from that 
school yard unchanged. 

One former police lieutenant froze on a witness stand 
years later as he suffered a “flashback” to that horrible night. 
A police sergeant, who I knew well, had a fit of rage years 
later when Jennifer’s name was evoked.

A corporal at that scene descended into alcoholism.
For me, slumber was elusive for weeks following that 

fateful night. 
Another reporter who was there confessed to her teenage 

sons, decades later, that it is the one image from her journalism 
career that she can’t rid her mind of.

During the past five years, I spent much time researching 

the case. I’ve found myself interviewing vagrants beneath 
underpasses in New Orleans, knocking on doors of rural 
Mississippi shacks and wading through thousands of pages 
of Iowa court documents.

I now know much more. But am I any closer to under-
standing? Well, I certainly don’t understand what would 
possess someone to commit such evil.

I produced a podcast on the case and Jennifer’s name is 
now known by many. I want to write a book. But each time I 
sit down to write, I’m met with the image of a buck-toothed 
smile and the unassuming brown eyes of a child who never 
turned 10.

That photo haunts me.
To this youngster, whom I’ve never met, I can only promise: 

Your memory will not be lost.
A man is serving a life sentence for her murder. He’s been 

tried four times for the same crime – three convictions and 
one hung jury. His appeals continue. 

Although three juries have found him guilty, when I think 
of Jennifer, I prefer to think of innocence.

I think of a child without guile who was raped, strangled 
and burned. I think of a youngster who ran down school 
hallways telling teachers and classmates alike about her 
upcoming birthday.

She just didn’t know that was the day she would be buried.
Scott Reeder is a staff writer with the Illinois Times. 

Case that haunts this columnist even 31 years later

100 Years Ago
Sept. 23, 1921

The township board of education has 
purchased the Sleeper tract on the west 
side for the new township high school 
building. The cost was $3,500.

Owing to the fact that wolves are said 
to abound in great numbers in the south-
ern part of Lee County, the supervisors 
voted to increase the bounty paid to $10 
for grown animals and $15 for cubs.

Don’t you pity the senior girls at 
Amboy Township High School? Not a 
boy in the class.

75 Years Ago
Sept. 26, 1946

Ken Crister has enrolled has a fresh-
man in Knox College, Galesburg. Ken 
was president of the 1946 graduating 

class of Amboy Township High School.
Mr. and Mrs. Berthold Blei of Sterling 

were Friday visitors at the home of his 
mother, Mrs. Louise Eaton.

Mr. and Mrs. D.J. McKeown motored 
to Urbana Sunday to take their son Don-
ald to the University of Illinois where 
he will resume his studies this week.

50 Years Ago
Sept. 23, 1971

The Amboy Clippers with the hopes 
of a conference title, opened their season 
with a convincing, ball-control victory 
over the Sandwich Indians here Friday 
night.

Recently, Mike Koppien, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Mel Koppien of Amboy, joined 
the police force of the City of Henry. 

25 Years Ago
Sept. 19, 1996

The Amboy Police Department made 
a donation last week of 20 D.A.R.E. play-
ground balls to Amboy Schools. Police 
Superintendent Paul Smith presents one 
of the balls to Central School Principal 
Dennis Weidman. Officer Jeffery Blake 
presents a ball to Junior High Principal 
Don Wyzgowski. Ten balls were given 
to each school. 

Shaw Evangelical Congregational 
Church is celebrating its 100th anni-
versary. The church was organized on 
Feb. 28, 1896, following three weeks of 
revival in the community.

Carol Hanson of rural Amboy has 
been named Director of Pankhurst Me-
morial Library. The Amboy City Council 
unanimously approved her appointment 
at Monday night’s council meeting.
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INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

PRINTING SERVICESREAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

815-849-5476

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

PRINTING SERVICES

AMBOY — Lauren Tarr 
has been named the Amboy 
High School September 
Student of the Month. She 
is the daughter of Andrew 
and Rachel Tarr.

GPA: 4.049/4.0
Memberships and In-

volvement:  “Throughout 
high school, I have taken 
part in several extracurricular 
activities. I participated in 
volleyball and softball my 
freshman year, cross country 
my sophomore year, and soft-
ball my junior year. I recently 
joined Student Council and 
have been a member of the 
Spanish Honor Society for 
three years, and the National 
Honor Society for two. I am 
the secretary of the Leo’s 
Club and National Honor 
Society.” 

Awards and Honors: “I 
have been on the highest 
honor roll all six semesters, 
awarded the American Red 

Cross Scholarship, Kidd 
Scholarship, and Robert L. 
Warner Scholarship, and 
was most improved in cross 
country in 2019.” 

Best Memories of AHS: 
“My favorite memory of ev-
ery year is always Homecom-
ing week. I love participating 
in powderpuff, the skit, and 
going to the game on Friday. 
I have an extremely compet-
itive class, so we always go 
all out. I also enjoy going to 
games with my friends and 
cheering on the Clippers.”

Future Plans: “I am cur-
rently a full-time student at 
Sauk and plan to complete 
my associate degree. I will 
transfer to Illinois State 
University and obtain a 
bachelor’s degree in Finance. 
After college, I would like to 
attend the Police Academy 
and move to Tennessee. I 
hope to one day be a K9 
officer or detective.”

Tarr looking at career in law enforcement

Lauren Tarr - September Student of the Month

J. Shaw graduates from Illinois Central
EAST PEORIA — Jordan Shaw, of LaMoille, graduated 

from Illinois Central College in the Summer 2021 semester.
Illinois Central College is a two-year community college 

with campuses in East Peoria, Peoria, and Pekin, Illinois pro-
viding a high-quality, affordable education to prepare students 
to enter the workforce or to transfer to a four-year college 
or university. For more information on ICC, visit icc.edu.

EDUCATION BRIEFS
G. Patti named to SNHU President’s List

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Garret Patti, of Compton, has 
been named to Southern New Hampshire University’s sum-
mer 2021 President’s List. Eligibility for the President’s List 
requires that a student accumulate an academic grade point 
average (GPA) of 3.7-4.0 and earn 12 credits for the term.

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) is a private, 
nonprofit institution with an 89-year history of educating 
traditional-aged students and working adults. Now serving 
more than 150,000 learners worldwide, SNHU offers approx-
imately 200 accredited undergraduate, graduate and certifi-
cate programs, available online and on its 300-acre campus 
in Manchester, NH. Recognized as the “Most Innovative” 
regional university by U.S. News & World Report and one 
of the fastest-growing universities in the country, SNHU is 
committed to expanding access to high quality, affordable 
pathways that meet the needs of each learner. Learn more 
at www.snhu.edu.

Upcoming Events
We will be having our Fish Fry Drive-Thru 

on Saturday, Oct. 23, from 4-6 p.m. 
Our free after-school program for third - eighth 

grade began Tuesday, Sept. 7 from 3:30-5 p.m.  We 
have a few students on the waiting list. Like last 
school year, we are only taking a set amount. You 
must have your child or children pre-registered 
prior to coming. If you are interested in having 
them attend, please call 815-857-4800.  

Thank You’s  
We are always blessed to have the commu-

nity help us: Shelly Berhends for the cupcakes; 
Anonymous for the lollipops; Dean Weidman for 
bringing water; Amboy Food and Liquor for the 
food; Elaine Powers for the monetary donation; 
Larry and Rose Leffelman for the monetary 
donation in memoriam for a friend, who passed 
away; and all our volunteers-Donna, Shannon, 
Kathy, and Candy.  

Needs
A used working vacuum would be greatly 

appreciated.  
Final Word

God, Creator of all, help us to recognize 
that each of us has abilities and each of us has 
limitations. And yet we all have a part to play 
in bringing about Your Kingdom. You love each 
of us profoundly. In the spirit of gratitude and 
solidarity, we ask you to increase our awareness 
of both the gifts and the needs of those around us. 
Open our hearts, minds and doors to the gifts of 
every person. Help us to become truly welcoming 
communities where everyone can find a place 
at Your table. We ask this in Your name, Amen.

Teen Turf
By KATIE ZELECHOWSKI
Illinois Farm Bureau

Most drivers know the feeling of running 
late for an important meeting or event and 
how tempting it can be to speed up to shave 
a bit of time off of the commute. 

But as fall weather rolls into Illinois 
this season, so does farm equipment used 
during harvest. Sparing five extra minutes to 
safely navigate around these slow-moving 
vehicles helps ensure everyone on the road 
gets home at the end of the day. 

As the daughter of a truck driver, high 
school ag teacher Kaity Spangler knows 
the dangers that come with operating 
farm equipment but knows not all of her 
students do. 

“My biggest thing is making sure our 
students know that their classmates – the 
people they see in the hallway – are the 
people they are sharing the road with,” 
said Spangler, who teaches at Macomb 
High School. 

Putting names and faces to farm equip-
ment operators in the community makes 
students more responsible and respectful 
drivers, she said. “I tell my students ‘Blaine 
is driving the tractor, Duncan is in the com-
bine’ to really drive home that their class-
mates are the ones in those slow-moving 
vehicles,” Spangler said. 

The focus on farm safety will go well 
beyond Spangler’s classroom this month 
during National Farm Safety and Healthy 
Week. 

This year, the theme of the week, recog-

nized Sept. 19-25, is “Farm Safety Yields 
Results.” Daily topics include tractor and 
rural roadway safety, youth in agriculture 
safety and overall farmer health and safety.

Illinois State Police (ISP) Sgt. Tracy Lil-
lard has seen the devastating consequences 
of vehicle accidents while on the job. As the 
manager for ISP’s social media pages, she 
shares her experiences to educate motor-
ists about roadway safety. During harvest, 
her advocacy efforts ramp up to focus on 
keeping drivers safe around large, often 
slow-moving equipment including tractors 
and semis.

 “The trucking community is something 
that I really hold close to my heart,” Lillard 
said. “My husband is a police officer as 
well (and) both of our parents were farm-
ers. We really see the need for people that 
are driving this machinery, and then also 
the grain haulers (that are going) back and 
forth, to be safe.” 

Lillard has seen many rear-end crashes 
result from motorists who follow farm 

equipment and semitrailers too closely. 
She encourages drivers to leave more room 
for others. 

One of the most frequent questions Lil-
lard gets is why farmers can’t use different 
routes when moving equipment. She said it 
comes down to the size of the vehicle, road 
conditions and whether or not they have 
safer, better options.

 “These farmers are out on the road just 
like everybody else and they have the right 
to be there,” she said.  

Road safety is not limited to adhering to 
speed limits. It’s also about drivers showing 
courtesy to one another, staying alert when 
behind the wheel and practicing caution 
when navigating new situations – all of 
which should be done year-round.

Rodney Knittel, Illinois Farm Bureau 
assistant director of transportation and 
infrastructure, said the health and safety of 
farm families impacts more than those who 
work on the farm. 

“Every single person relies on agriculture 
for food and the transportation industry to 
deliver the goods they need,” Knittel said. 

“Driving behind agriculture equipment 
may add on five, 10 or 15 minutes to your 
commute,” he said. “But at the end of the 
day, what’s most important is that every 
family gets home safely.” 

(This story was distributed through a 
cooperative project between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Illinois harvest quickly approaching; motorists advised to slow down 
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

NOTICE
State of Illinois Lee 

Co. Circuit Court 
An Eviction Complaint 
has been filed by Plain-
tiff: Joseph Jackson  
against Defendants: 
Aaron Bratek & Amanda 
Johnston, who reside at 
410 East Provost St. 
#410 Amboy, Il. 61310, 
to Evict the defendants 
from the 410 East Pro-
vost St. #410 Amboy, Il 
apartment for non-pay-
ment for rent in the 
amount of $4600. Aar-
on Bratek and Amanda 
Johnston are to appear 
at a hearing to be had 
on the matter at the Lee 
Co. Circuit Court 309 S 
Galena Ave. Dixon, Il. 
on October 13, 2021 at 
1:30 PM.
Case # 2021 LM 00045
No. 0903
(Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 
13, 2021)

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

511 511 
STORAGE UNITS	STORAGE UNITS	

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 

all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

Looking for the Couple 
From the West Brooklyn 
Area who Bought a 
Dresser From the 
Earlville Town Wide 
Garage Sales in April. 
The Mirror to the 
Dresser has Been 
Found. Please Call 
815-246-9721 and 
Leave a Message.

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 

Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: 703 N 
12th St. Thursday 
September 23rd, 
Friday September 
24th, 9am-5pm & 
Saturday September 
26th 9am-1pm. Moving 
Sale. Miscellaneous 
Items, Home Décor, 
Kitchen Items, Buffet 
Server, Fuji Team 
Bike & Camembert 
Professional Bike, 
New Ford Pickup Rear 
Bumper, & Lots of 
Tools. (09-22-21)

ROCHELLE: 1101 
Sunset Terrace - 
Thursday September 
23rd, Friday September 
24th and Saturday 25th, 
8:00am – 5pm. Dining 
Table 4 Chairs with 2 
Captain Chairs, Antique 
Rocking Chair, Antique 
Dresser with Marble 
Top, China Cabinet and 
More! (09-22-21)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FOR SALE: Hot Springs 
Spa Tub With Cover. 
Great Condition. Rarely 
Used. $3,200 Call 815-
562-4418. (09-22-21)

Lime Hutch With Glass 
Doors $200 Call 815-
762-5644 (09-22-21)

TWO Husqvarna Push 
Mowers. Koehler Motor 
5HP, $80 Each, 815-
275-6551. (09-22-21)
BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2016 Chevy Malibu Lmtd., LTZ, Sunroof, 
NAV, 128K miles, black..................$13,900 

2013 Ford F150 Super Crew, 4x4, 
XLT, Black ..............................$21,500

2019 Chevy Crew Cab LTZ 4x4,  
Blue........................................$45,900
2018 1500 Chevy Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 
64K miles, Silver.....................$39,500
2018 1500 Chevy Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 
45K miles, Red.......................$38,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT, 4X4, 
Maroon, ...................................................$38,900
2017 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, Leather, 
Z71, Gas, 72K miles, Gray....................$46,900
2016 Chevy Colorado Z71 Crew Cab 
4x4, 67K Miles, Black.................$28,500 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 
Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process
• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 45K Miles, GM Certified with Heated Cloth Seats, 
Running Boards, Touch Screen Radio, Red & Much More!

$38,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4

“Man” Sale & Garage Sale
542 Rolling Hills Road - DIXON 

Thur 9/23    Fri 9/24   Sat 9/25
8 AM - 4 PM

Large & Small Power Tools
Callison

No Early Sales.
Face Masks Appreciated.

AREA GARAGE SALES

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
is the full name of the famous Barbie 
doll?

2. MOVIE: Which movie features a 
family home on Cherry Tree Lane?

3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital 
city of Bermuda?

4. AWARDS: For what achievement is 
the Folio Prize awarded?

5. MUSIC: What was the only U.S. 
Top 40 song that guitarist/singer Jimi 
Hendrix had?

6. ANATOMY: What connects mus-
cles to bones?

7. TELEVISION: What is the name 
of the van in the animated series “Scoo-
by-Doo, Where Are You?”?

8. MEASUREMENTS: What does a 
candela measure?

9. FOOD & DRINK: Which spirit 
is sometimes described as the “green 
fairy”?

10. LITERATURE: Owen Meany is a 
character invented by which author?

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Barbara Millicent Roberts
2. “Mary Poppins”
3. Hamilton
4. Literature written in English and 

published in the United Kingdom
5. “All Along the Watchtower”
6. Tendons
7. The Mystery Machine
8. Luminous intensity
9. Absinthe
10. John Irving

Posting DateSeptember 20, 2021
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By Spencer 
Morrissey

Clipper 
Highlights

Clipper Highlights: #25 Taylor Ikens
LOCAL NEWS

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Leffelman & Associates:
Amboy 

815-857-2125
LaMoille 

815-638-2171
Sublette 

815-849-5219 09
16

20
20

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Sept. 24
Walleye - Pan Fried, Deep Fried or Broiled

Saturday, Sept. 25
Cookout Night!

Ribeye or Chops served with potato, vegetable, 

salad bar and dessert

(full menu both nights)

Wednesday Night
Family Style Chicken - 

1/4 chicken, side of spaghetti, potato and salad bar
$9.95 white meat or $8.95 dark meat

Sam Adams OctoberFest
now available on draft!

09202021

The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining 

Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR NEED OUR 
SUPPORT SUPPORT 

NOW MORE NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE:• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS.PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will 
mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAYTODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
• BY MAIL:• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

ZOMBIE HAYRIDE
ONE NIGHT ONLY!!

SATURDAY, OCT. 2ND
7-11:30PM

Cost: General $5/person or Fastpass $10/person
1715 WHITNEY ROAD

(SOUTH OF FRANKLIN GROVE ON WHITNEY RD. AT 
THE HISTORICAL CHAPLIN CREEK VILLAGE)

09222021

This week we rec-
ognize one of the 
absolute best line-

backers in our history. With 
his stats, accolades, and 
way he played the game, 
you’d think he was from 
one of the several great 80’s 
Clipper teams. A linebacker 
that would have fit right in 
line with Albiero, Nauman, 
and McCoy. I’m so honored 
to announce this week’s 
Clipper, #25, All State Line-
backer, Taylor Ikens.

Taylor was a 2013 gradu-
ate of Amboy High School. 
Not only was Taylor one of 
the best linebackers of the 
modern era, but arguably one 
of the greatest Clipper base-
ball players in our baseball 
programs’ history. 

Taylor’s junior season, 
he started on every special 
teams unit and at outside 
linebacker. In a stacked year 
in the Big Rivers confer-
ence, to think our Clippers 
came short of a playoff bid 
is unbelievable, especially 
with defensive talent at the 
linebacker position in Wil-
helm and Ikens. However, 
it speaks to his competitive 
our league is and has always 
been. 

“I learned a lot from 
the guys ahead of us. The 
conference was just loaded 
that year and we had a lot 
of underclassmen starting. 
I think just the lack of ex-
perience is what set us apart 
as we were in every single 
game,” Taylor shared. 

I’ve mentioned in pre-
vious highlights from the 
2012 season, the similarities 
and closeness of that team 
compared to other Clipper 
teams to reach that level. 
The 2012 Clippers had the 
work ethic, had the will to 
win, cared deeply about the 
tradition before them, and 
had the supreme confidence 
to rival any Clipper team of 
the modern era. 

It started in speed camp 
for numerous Juniors and 
Seniors going into the 2012 
season. Work, mandatory 
workouts, extra reps at un-
organized team activities, 
and speed camp on the side. 
Taylor and those young men 
upheld the Clipper Way by 
showing their work ethic. 

“We were always togeth-
er, on or off the field,” Taylor 
shared of the 2012 Clippers. 

The 2012 Cl ippers 
opened the season at River-
dale in the scorching August 
heat and came out with a 
narrow victory. Four more 
Clipper victories would fol-
low and our first 5-0 start to 
the season in recent memory 
was recorded. The Clippers 
recorded their first loss 
against St. Bede and their 
second loss of the regular 
season against Newman. A 
point that needs to be made 
is out of the rigorous, five 
playoff team producing 
conference that most of us 
from the modern era played 
in, the two teams that would 
always play us geh toughest 
were Riverdale and St Bede. 
I personally believe it’s 

One of my favorite memories 
of Ike was when Tyson made 
up a story all week that one 
of the opposing players was 
talking bad about him on so-
cial media. We all went along 
with it and didn’t tell him 
until after the game. As usual, 
he played like the mean, All 
State linebacker that he so 
deservingly earned.”

Friend and former team-
mate Garrett Liebing shared, 
“Big Ike, as we called him, 
was mean as they come. 
(Don’t step on His feet or 
your going to get an earful). 
By far the hardest hitter in 
my opinion. From what I 
remember Ike didn’t say 
much on the field but you 
knew he was always there 
doing his job, plugin holes 
and layin big hits. It was an 
honor playing with an All 
Stater. Good friend then and 
is a good friend of mine now.”

Friend and former team-
mate Bailey Appleman 
shared, “Tay has been a 
good friend of mine for a 
very long time. We’ve been 
playing sports together since 
we could walk. Every sport 
Taylor played in he always 
gave it his all. The amount of 
camps we have gone to for 
every sport is just endless but 
it all showed on the field. Tay 
was a hard nose player and 
definitely one of the hardest 
hitting on the field. I’ll never 
forget the time when Taylor 
broke his leg. Was one of 

the toughest things to watch 
knowing he wanted to be out 
on that field with us every 
game. But he came back 
strong and is no doubt the 
best linebacker I could have 
had by my side every game. 
Seemed like every play he 
new where the ball was 
going and would capitalize 
every chance he got. Tay’s 
just one player that you will 
never forget on the football 
field or the baseball diamond. 
He always had an impact 
on every game he played. 
Great guy and a great friend 
to many.”

Former teammate and 
friend, Tyson Powers shared, 
“Taylor (Ike) has not only 
been a great friend through-
out the years but he was a 
great teammate as well. Our 
senior year Taylor was an 
integral part of our success! 
There has never been a player 
(even in my days as a college 
football coach too) whose 
been able to flip the switch 
like he could. On game day, 
he was loose and having a 
good time until it was time 
to take the field then you 
didn’t wanna be in his way!! 
The first handful of games 
our senior year, Ike made 
seemingly every tackle for us 
on defense. If he didn’t make 
it, it seemed like it was a big 
play for the opposing offense. 
Ike showed his versatility 
stepping in at tight end for us 
as well. He made multiple big 
plays for us throughout our 
playoff run coming from the 
tight end position. Ike was an 
incredibly hard worker and 
had a natural knack for the 
football. The signs of a great 
linebacker. Ike falls right in 
line with the great lineback-
ers in Clipper history before 
him. It was an honor to be a 
teammate of his not only on 
the football field but on the 
baseball diamond as well. 
Ike was a great teammate but 
continues to be a great friend 
to this day,”

The meaning of Amboy 
Football to Taylor is as strong 

#25 Taylor Ikens

because they thought their 
programs were on the same 
level as ours in competition 
for the conference crown. 
I’ll tell any Bruin or Ram 
to this day exactly where 
they fell in terms of the Big 
Rivers and that is always 
inferior to the Clippers. 

The 2012 Clippers fin-
ished 7-2 overall and had one 
of the best post seasons of 
the modern era. Big playoff 
wins over Winnetka and 
Orion and then taking the 
eventual State Champions 
into the final seconds of the 
Quarterfinal game. Taylor 
spoke of his best/most 
favorite games being the 
E/P game, Newman game, 
and Mercer County game. 
Although the stats have 
been forgotten, Taylor’s 
season remains one of the 
greatest of the modern era. 
Ending the year earning First 
Team All Conference, All 
Area, and All State honors 
at Linebacker. Not only did 
Taylor etch himself in the 
history books with some 
of our programs’ best, he 
brought back a style of play 
and a toughness that our 
program was founded on. 
Taylor played with a tenacity 
that he was going knock you 
out of your cleats simply 
because you were wearing 
a different color uniform. 
On top of the major contri-
butions to his Clipper team 
on the defensive side of the 
football, Taylor contributed 
3-4 touchdown receptions on 
offense. As every great Clip-
per before him, Taylor spoke 
highly of his teammates and 
the close knit makeup of the 
2012 Clippers. 

Friend and former team-
mate Drew Fordham shared, 
“Ikens was a tackling ma-
chine. He always seemed to 
be around the ball either mak-
ing the tackle or assisting.”

Friend and former team-
mate Damon Quest shared, 
“Ike was an animal. He 
played with a lot of intensity 
and toughness and always 
stood up for his teammates. 

today as it was his Senior 
year. A bond and closeness 
with his great friends remain 
but the only difference is in-
stead of sharing the field with 
them now, like the rest of us, 
they share the great memories 
of their success. 

“It’s a mentality. It runs 
deep in Amboy to this day,” 
Taylor concluded. 

For a kid who brought 
back a glimpse of some of 
the greatest to ever do it at 
the Linebacker position, in 
the Clipper Red, the honor 
of this highlight is all ours. 

So, to All State Clipper 
Linebacker, #25, Taylor 
Ikens, thank you for your 
contributions to Amboy 
Football. Your success at one 

of our most storied positions 
on the gridiron was not only 
earned but should be celebrat-
ed and envied by any Clipper 
Linebacker to come. Sail on!

Spencer Morrissey, is a 
former resident of Amboy 
and 2009 graduate of Amboy 
High School. In April 2020, he 
created a private Facebook 
group specifically for Amboy 
Clipper Football Alumni. To 
have played Amboy football 
for any period of time, 1 year 
or all 4 years, is the only 
membership requirement. 
The group features photos, 
stories, and memories of past 
Clippers and Clipper teams. 
The best feature of the group 
is every Friday, he highlights 
a former player.
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SPORTS

Clipper Fans . . . 
  The Game’s on us!

Follow the entire FALL Season of Amboy 
Football on WRCV River Country FM 101.7

Join us every week for
Amboy Clipper Football!

Saturday, Sept. 25 
at Milford (Coop) High School

At 2 p.m. With Josh Dillon and Brian Weidman

-Sponsored By-

09222021

• KSB Hospital
• First National Bank in 

Amboy
• Amboy Sporting Goods
• Becker Auto Body
• Amboy Subway
• Jones Funeral Homes
• Kaleel’s Clothing and 

Printing

• Kunes Auto Group
• Papa Murphy’s Pizza
• Farley’s Appliance
• CGH Medical Center
• Compeer Financial
• Casey’s General Store
• Edward Jones - Wes 

Morrissey
• Ken Nelson Auto Group

• Meusel’s Dairy Delite
• Sauk Valley Motors
• Sensient Flavors
• The Long Branch
• The Amboy News
• Top Notch Builders

• Vaessen Bros. 
Chevrolet

LIVE online at nrgmediadixon.com/wixn-home

AMBOY – Amboy-LaM-
oille-Ohio made its 2021 
Homecoming football game 
a memorable one with a 60-
14 drubbing of Biggsville 
West Central on Sept. 17 at 
the AHS field. West Central 
came into the contest ranked 
No. 1 with an eight-game 
winning streak in eight-man 
football.

The Clippers piled up 20 
points in the opening stanza 
and exploded for 32 tallies 
in the second frame on their 
way to the easy victory.

There were numerous 
offensive stars for Am-
boy-LaMoille-Ohio. Kye 
Koch had a monster game 
rushing the football as he 
picked up 181 yards on just 

five carries. Three of those 
rush attempts resulted in 
Clipper touchdowns.

Quarterback Tucker Lin-
denmeyer had another solid 
effort as he gained 107 yards 
and crossed the end zone 
twice, while Dillon Daniels 
also scored a pair of TDs for 
the Clippers and had 48 yards 
on the ground.

Amboy-LaMoille-Ohio 
also came up big on defense 
as it limited the high-scoring 
Heat to 212 yards and just one 
offensive touchdown.

The Clippers (2-2) will 
return to action when they 
travel to Milford to take on 
the Bearcats (0-4) on Sat-
urday, Sept. 25. Kickoff is 
at 2 p.m.

Members of the Clipper football team hoist up their helmets after a huge 60-14 win over Biggsville West Central 
during the AHS Homecoming game on Sept. 17. (Photos courtesy of Candi Koch)

Clippers romp over
West Central, 60-14

Jordan Gulley (No. 4) is on his way into the end zone 
with another touchdown for the Clippers.

WALNUT – The Amboy 
High School cross country 
runners competed in the 
Bureau Valley Invitational 
on Sept. 18 at Walnut.

In the varsity boys’ race, 
the Clippers took fourth place 
in the team standings with 
112 points. The top three 
teams were Sandwich (95), 
Newman (97) and Elmwood 
(110). Rock Falls scored 149 
points to complete the top 
five. There were 15 teams.

The Clippers’ Brock Lof-
tus took the second-place 
position in the race with a 
time of 16:04.8. Only Mason 
Stoeger of Minonk Fieldcrest 
finished ahead of him, win-
ning the event with a clocking 
of 15:39.8. Ian Eller also had 
an impressive showing for 
the Clippers, taking sixth 
place in 17:00.7.

Six other Amboy runners 
participated in the event. 
They were Charlie Dickinson 
(35th, 18:16.5), Wyatt Lund-
quist (54th, 19:01.2), An-
druw Jones (55th, 19:01.9), 
Kelton Schwamberger (63rd, 
19:27.6), Garrett Pertell 
(66th, 19:38.6) and Ryan 
Dickinson (85th, 20:26.7).

In the girls’ competition, 

The Amboy varsity boys’ cross country team took fourth place in the Bureau Valley 
Invitational on Sept. 18. Left to right, are Ryan Dickinson, Kelton Schwamberger, 
Kyler McNinch, Brock Loftus, Ian Eller, Charlie Dickinson, Wyatt Lundquist and 
Garrett Pertell. (Photos courtesy of Heather Loftus)

Amboy’s Lauren Althaus (bib #1321) and Elly Jones 
(bib #1323) run with the pack during the Bureau Valley 
Invitational on Sept. 18 at Walnut.

five Lady Clippers took part 
in the event. Lauren Althaus 
was the first AHS runner to 
cross the finish line in 24th 
place overall with a time of 
21:09. Next in for the Lady 
Clippers was Elly Jones in 
36th at 22:05.1, followed by 
Bailey Ellis (99th, 25:33.1), 
Addison Pertell (117th, 
26:39.3) and Natalie Pratt 
(120th, 26:44.5).

Evelyn Connor of Seneca 
won the race in a time of 
19:22.5.

Aledo Mercer County 

took the top position in the 
team standings with 110 
points. The rest of the top 
five included Chillicothe 
IVC (133), Seneca (143), 
Sherrard (144) and Elmwood 
(195). Amboy was 15th with 
337 points. There were 19 
teams.

The boys’ freshman-soph-
omore race was won by Erie 
with 28 points. Amboy 
runners were Atticus Horn-
er (6th, 15:05.6), Hayden 
Zacharias (21st, 16:20.5) and 
Jaden Haley (42nd, 17:42.5).

Amboy harriers race at BV Invitational

The Amboy Lady Clip-
pers dropped a pair of vol-
leyball matches last week.

The squad headed to 
Milledgeville on Sept. 16 
where the Lady Missiles 
turned back the Lady Clip-
pers, 25-17, 25-14.

AHS got three ace serves, 
two kills and eight digs from 
Chloe Heath. Elly Jones 
recorded three blocks, two 
kills, six digs and 10 assists. 
Lexi Ketchum topped the 
team with three kills and add-
ed three digs, while Courtney 
Ortgiesen had three blocks 
and Emersyn Noble collected 
three digs.

***
Pearl City made short 

work of a 25-3, 25-6 triumph 
over the Lady Clippers on 
Sept. 15 at the AHS gym.

Jones had one block, one 
kill, three assists and two 
digs for the Lady Clippers. 
Ketchum picked up a kill 
and two digs, while Heath 
had one ace and Madison 
O’Malley had one kill.

Volleyball drops 2

PORT BYRON – The Amboy High 
School golfers will compete in the Port By-
ron Riverdale Class 1A Regional to be held 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 at the Byron Hills Golf 
Course in Port Byron.

Other teams assigned to the regional are 
DePue, Earlville, Erie [Coop], Fulton (H.S.), 
Granville (Putnam County), Manlius (Bureau 
Valley), Morrison, Newark [Coop], Peru (St. 
Bede), Port Byron (Riverdale), Shabbona 
(Indian Creek), Somonauk [Coop], Spring 

Valley (Hall) and Sterling (Newman Central 
Catholic).

The top three teams and the first 10 best 
scoring players who are not members of a 
qualifying team will advance to the sectional 
round. The sectional will be hosted by Byron 
High School and played at the Prairieview 
Golf Course in Byron on Monday, Oct. 4.

The Class 1A State Tournament is sched-
uled for Oct. 8-9 at the Prairie Vista Golf 
Course in Bloomington.

AHS golfers assigned to Riverdale Regional

MALTA — A new schol-
arship has been established 
with the Kishwaukee College 
Foundation honoring Ronald 
S. Sweet Jr. — one of the 
most successful coaches in 
the history of Kish’s volley-
ball program.

The endowed fund will 
provide ongoing scholarship 
support for Kishwaukee 
College students with signif-
icant financial need. Sweet’s 
father, Ronald Sweet Sr., 
recently made a $100,000 
contribution to establish the 
scholarship.

“We chose Kishwaukee 
College for the scholar-
ship because it was a very 
important part of Ron’s 
life when he was coaching 
there,” Sweet Sr. said. “It 
was also instrumental in his 
decision to further his own 
education. Volleyball was 
Ron’s passion. Not only did 
his coaching experience and 
accomplishments boost his 
own personal confidence, but 
the confidence and self-as-
surance of the members of 
his team.”

“The foundation is hon-
ored to work with the Sweet 
family to commemorate 
Ron’s legacy by providing 
financial support to Kish-
waukee College students,” 
Dr. Kayte Hamel, executive 
director of the Kishwaukee 
College Foundation, said. 
“This generous donation 
will directly impact students 
in our community for years 
to come.”

Sweet Jr. started at Kish 
in 2001 as an assistant coach 
under Wayne King’s pro-
gram, which won National 
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation (NJCAA) Division 

Kish sets up Sweet endowment
II National Championships 
in 2001 and 2002. In 2003, 
Sweet took over the program 
and would capture three 
more NJCAA Division II 
National Championships as 
head coach in 2007, 2008 
and 2009. 

His career record was 
336-43 (.887) during his 
time as head coach of the 
Kougars, which lasted until 
2009. During his tenure, 
Sweet would earn NJCAA 
Division II Coach of the 
Year two times, NJCAA 
Region IV Coach of the Year 
six times, Arrowhead Con-
ference Coach of the Year 
seven times and American 
Volleyball Coaches Associ-
ation Midwest Coach of the 
Year twice. Additionally, he 
coached numerous NJCAA 
All-Americans and Academ-
ic All-Americans.

“Ron continued to build 
the Kishwaukee College 
volleyball program as a 
national powerhouse during 
one of the most successful 
eras of Kish athletics,” Scott 
Kawall, Kishwaukee College 
athletic director, said. “His 
efforts went beyond the 
achievements on the court, 
as Ron truly cared about the 
success of his athletes in the 
classroom and beyond.”

Following his time at 
Kish, Sweet coached vol-
leyball at James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia and Wofford Col-
lege in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina. In 2018, Sweet 
was inducted into both the 
Kishwaukee College Ath-
letics Hall of Fame and the 
NJCAA Region IV Hall of 
Fame. Sweet passed away 
in November 2019.
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli Hours

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Sunday, 8 a.m. -  8 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Yellow Onion 
3 pound bag

Nabisco 
Premium Saltine 
Crackers

$299 
Reg. Price $4.09 ea.

Sale goes through Sept. 28, 2021
09222021

Sale Prices Valid Sept. 22 – Sept. 28, 2021 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

$599 
lb.

Reg. Price $7.99 lb

JIF To Go 
Creamy 
Peanut Butter 
1.5 oz.

Dole Premium 
Blends Salad 

$599
ea.

Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

$599
/lb.

Reg. Price $7.99 /lb.

Bolthous Baby 
Carrots 
2 pound bag

Beef Rump 
Roast

Food Club 
Peanuts
16 oz. assorted

Pillsbury Grand 
Biscuits 
16.3 oz.

Green Giant 
Potatoes
10 lb. bag

Celery Sleeve 

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

$299
/ea.

Reg. Price $3.89-$4.39 /ea.

Reg. Price $2.49 ea.

Just Bare Chicken 
Drumsticks or Thighs
Family Size
36 oz

$549* 
Reg. size sub*/ $9.99 Larger Size Sub

Beef Stew 
Meat

Flav-R-Pac Frozen 
Vegetables 
10-12 oz.

$249 
ea.

Reg. Price $2.99 /ea Reg. Price $1.59 ea.

Mini Sweet 
Peppers 
1 pound package

White 
Mushrooms 
8 oz package

 

General Mills Cereal 
Select Varieties Only 

CowBelle Ice Cream
Assorted

$299
Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

Food Club American 
Singles 
16 oz.

$299 
Reg. Price $4.29 ea.

Nabisco Chips 
Ahoy Cookies 
9-13 oz.

Real Gold 
Tomatoes
14-15 oz.

Kemps Ice 
Cream Bars 
12 pack

 

$299
ea.

Reg. Price $5.99 

$299 /ea.

AMBOY 
DELI

$349
/ea.

Reg. Price $4.39 /ea

Grape 
Tomatoes 
Pint

 

$229 
Reg. Price $2.79 ea.

99¢ /ea.

Steak and 
Bacon Melt 
Subs 

$399 /ea. $199 /ea.

$179 /ea.$199 /ea.$169 /ea. $189 /ea.

$149 
Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

$299 
Reg. Price $3.69 ea.

$129
ea.

Reg. Price $1.89 ea.

Knorr Sides  
Assorted 4-5.7 oz.

$129 
ea.

Post Cereal 
Select Varieties 
12.25-14 oz 

$199 
ea.
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