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New Amboy H.S. gym expected to be ready next week

BY BONNIE MORRIS

Editor

AMBOY - The last few finishing touches
are steadily being completed at the Amboy
Junior High/High School building project.
Reporting at the Sept. 23 board of education
meeting, Amboy Superintendent Joshua
Nichols said the exterior painting is wrapping
up and the roof over the storm shelter is now
finished.

As for the high school addition, Nichols
said the new gym is almost ready for students
to use and ifeverything goes well, that should
happen on Oct. 4.

“The good thing is that we are starting to
getsome forward progress on both production
and delivery of some materials thathave been
hard to get,” he noted. “This isnoteverything,
but some forward progress is being made.”

PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Amboy High School Principal Janet
Crownhart congratulated Lauren Tarr, who
was named Student of the Month for Sep-

tember.

Curriculum and School Improvement

* During the Sept. 14 School Improvement
day teachers met to discuss the next chapter
ofthe book study, “Significant 72.” They also
worked on mandated trainings, getting SLOs
set up and ready to go, and started to work
through the Job Fair to be held in October.
English Department teachers had training on
StudySync in the afternoon.

* Crownhart and Katie Bulfer attended
CPI refresher training in Byron on Sept. 15.

School Activities

* Crownhart said Homecoming Week
began on Sept. 12 with the seniors winning
the Powder Puff on Sunday afternoon.
Throughout the week, there was also fresh/
soph football, volleyball, cross country, and
golf meets and games.

* The homecoming court was announced
during a pep assembly on Sept. 13. The court
included Natalie Pratt and Quinn Leffelman;
Maeve Larson and Brennan Blaine; Courtney

Ortgiesen and Kelton Schwamberger; and se-
niors, Lauren Althaus, Abigail Christoffersen,
Lexi Morgan, Baylie Nickel, Kenzie Nickel,
Lauren Richardson, Jairon Hochstatter, An-
druw Jones, Haden McCoy, Sam Russell and
Hayden Wittenauer.

* On Thursday night, Haden McCoy and
Lauren Althaus were crowned king and queen.

* The Homecoming Dance on Saturday
night welcomed 216 students.

* Crownbhart thanked the judges for floats,
hallways and skits and announced the final
results and overall places for Homecoming.

Hallway: Freshmen-4th, Sophomores-3rd,
Juniors-2nd, and Seniors-1st.

Skit: Juniors-4th, Sophomores-3rd, Fresh-
men-2nd, and Seniors-1st.

Float: Juniors-4th, Freshmen-3rd, Se-
niors-2nd, and Sophomores-1st.

Overall Homecoming places were: Ju-
niors-4th, Freshmen-3rd, Sophomores-2nd,
and Seniors-1st.

*P.R.I.D.E Awards were given to those that

went above and beyond the expectations of
high school students. The recipients include
Kain Ketchum, Emily Sachs, Wes Wilson,
Jarrett Dempsey, Brennan Blaine, Aislinn
Zitelman, Tyrah Vaessen, Hayleigh Stenzel,
Lauren Richardson, Serenity Munk, Mason
Ely, Aaliyah Pointer, Sierra Rhodes, Elizabeth
Malach, Dillon Merriman, Dana Merriman
and Valeria Salgado.

Building Activities

* A Bus Evacuation Drill was held on
Sept. 14.

Amboy Junior High Principal Andrew Full

Curriculum and School Improvement

* On Sept. 1, the SIP Team met with Anji
Garza from the Regional Office of Education
to discuss budgeting funds forthe EMPOWER
1003(a) grant, meeting calendar, department
meetings, grade level meetings, STAR, Easy-
CBM and RtI Handbook.

See SCHOOL page A3

On Solid Turt

BY GEORGE HOWE

Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY —Twenty-sev-
en years ago, one woman’s
vision and selfless desire to
create something special in
the Amboy community, has
been a solid foundation for
countless children and is still
going strong today.

What started out as a
bi-monthly dance, held in
the basement of St. Patrick’s
church for teen’s to have a
place to meet, socialize and
stay off the streets on Friday
nights after football and bas-
ketball games, has prospered
under the caring watch of
Teen Turf Executive Direc-
tor Eileen Piper, lovingly
referred to as ‘Grandma’ by
the kids.

“The dance floor was
about 10 feet wide but the
kids didn’t care,” said Piper.
“We started out with 20 or so
teens and every dance they

kept coming until we had

200 kids. We would drag
over pizza ovens, equipment
to play the music, and we
realized that we needed a
place of our own.”

While working at Frank-
lin Elementary, Pipernoticed
that they had a weekly after
school program, and knew
that one was needed in
Amboy.

“I talked to the principal
atour elementary school and
mentioned that if Franklin

Teen Turf Executive Director Eileen Piper, lovingly
referredto as ‘Grandma’ by the kids, had a vision and desire
to create something special in the Amboy community.

we should have one too,” she
explained.

The program started to get
a solid footing and praises
from parents and teachers,
but again Piper realized
that they were outgrowing
the space provided by the
school. Bailey Implement, a

Photo courtesy of Teen Turf

sale. Piper had approached
Mrs. Bailey, who eventu-
ally became Teen Turf’s
Board President for many
years, about purchasing the
building.

“At first, the price was
out of our reach,” said Piper.

The youth who attend Teen Turf pose for a picture.
Photo courtesy of Teen Turf

AMBOY
MINUTE

BREAST
CANCER

AWARENESS
SPECIAL SECTION

During the school year, children from third grade and

longtime business in Amboy,

up, start with a meal after school. Then play time to release

had closed its doors and the
property had come up for

could have one, and they are
a smaller town than us, that

See TEEN TUREF page AS

some of the day’s energy built up from sitting in class.
Photo courtesy of Teen Turf

DONOR PLAQUE

The 272 KIDS donor plaque is located in the new
Junior High School directly across from the new offices
in the education wing. The businesses and individuals
who made the passing of the referendum successful are
recognized on the plaque. The individuals in the photo
are Superintendent Joshua Nichols, 272 KIDS committee
members, Matt Willahan, Angie Dallam, Nichole Stenzel,
not pictured Allison Fox and Jessica Meusel. The donors
listed on the plaque include: Platinum Donors: Amboy
Education Foundation, Amboy Food and Liquor, Meusel’s
Dairy Delite, The First National Bank in Amboy, and Dale
and Anne Morrison; Gold Donors: Stenzel Insurance, Two
Sisters on Main, Sherry and Nancy, Matt Willahan-Realtor;
Silver Donors: Luke and Elsa Payne and family; Bronze
Donors: Dinges Fire Company, Brian and Angie Dallam,
Drs. Brandon and Kelly Klein, and Gerald and Linda Klein.
Underneath the donors reads: The above individuals and
businesses were instrumental in the successful passing of
the bond referendum for the Amboy Community Unit School
District #272. Their contributions and efforts are a true
testament to the value of investment, ensuring that quality
education has a place in our communities and the future is

secure for the youth of Amboy Schools.
Photo submitted

Amboy Lions Draw
Down a success

AMBOY — The Amboy Lions Club Draw Down held on
Sept. 11 was a big success as it returned to its normal format
this year. The food served by the Lee County Pork Producers
was delicious and the attendees all had a good time. The big
winners of the evening were Mr. and Mrs. Doug Klein and
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Dinges. The Club wishes to thank the
local residents for their support again this year and the arca
businesses and individuals who donated money and prizes
to make the evening so successful.

In other news, a club member brightened up the Amboy

See LIONS page A2
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LIONS continued from page Al

Welcome signs this week with fall dec-
orations donated by Deb and Rick Cardot.
Lion Jim Travi is finalizing plans for the
Amboy Central School’s annual fourth grade
class pumpkin decorating event to be held in
early October. Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
of Ashton will be donating the pumpkins for
this event.

Meusel’s Amboy Dairy Delight donated
tokens that the students will be able to redeem

for ice cream cones in the spring.

LionJeffLiljais chairing a feasibility study
committee to investigate adding all-inclusive
playground equipment to one of the city
parks. This playground equipment will be a
major undertaking for the club and donations
are welcome.

The Club invites anyone interested in the
Lions to attend one of its meetings to learn
more about the Club and how to join.

The club meets on the second and fourth Follow us on Facebook or on the club’s
Monday of eachmonthat 6 p.m.atthe Amboy  website.
Community Building.

Join Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet as they
celebrate 95 Years in Business with
an Open House on Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021
» Car Show
» Lunch
» Door Prizes
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TEEN TURF

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Upcoming Events

We will be having our Fish Fry Drive-Thru on Saturday,
October 23rd. It will be from 4-6 p.m. Price T.B.A

Our free after-school program for third-eighth grade began
Tuesday, Sept. 7th from 3:30-5 p.m. We have a few students
on the waiting list. Like last school year, we are only taking
a set amount. You must have your child or children pre-reg-
istered prior to coming. If you are interested in having them
attend, please call 815-857-4800.

Donations

We have been receiving some donations. However, they
do not have any names attached to them. Mrs. Piper is asking
to let us know. You can tell us not to thank you, but we would
like to do it in private. Thank you!

Thank You’s

We are blessed to have the following folks help us and
we thank them: Johnson Tractor Supply and Tim Dewale
and Curt Vincent coming to our rescue for the homecoming
parade; Leroy Dukes helping with the float; Alice Dukes
and her donation of the plant; Anonymous person who do-
nated grocery bags and soap; the children who helped at the
homecoming parade-Michael, Matthew, Lila, Liam, Kylee,
Gianna, Hayden, Anthony, and Charlotte; Mark Grossman for
driving our float; Mark and Veronica Grossman for the items;
Those that donate the cans; Susan Erisman for the cookies;
Irene and Eileen Ramsdell for the meat, cheese, cupcakes,
and napkin; the children who helped at Walton Fest-Maddy,
Syd, Hayden, Michael, Matthew, Lila, and Kimber; and all
of our afterschool volunteers-Candy, Kathy, Shannon, Chris,
and Donna.

Needs
Snack crackers and granola bars
Final Word

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for loving us and re-
minding us of Your Truth. Help us keep my eyes on You,
especially in times of rejection. May we remember that You
can use all things for our good and Your glory. Give us a
heart that trusts, and take away the desire to lean on our own
understanding. Thank You for Your protection, provision, and
presence! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

SCHOOL continued from page Al

* On Sept. 8, each grade level met for two class periods
to discuss students, data and upcoming events.

* During the Sept. 13 SIP Day, the ELA teachers partici-
pated in a Wit & Wisdom training. Other content areas were
able to meet as departments and time was given to complete
mandated trainings.

* On Sept. 15, Scotlyn Schabacker and Kaylee Jones
attended a training on the use of Bridges, and Katie Bulfer
attended a training on CPI at OCEC in Byron.

PBIS

*OnAug. 24, students went through Basic Training to learn
what is expected of them regarding their actions/behaviors
in certain parts of the school and on the bus.

* On Sept. 13, the first PBIS assembly was held and the
following awards were handed out:

Students of the Month

5th Grade- Landon Jackson and Kinsley Pogue

6th Grade- Faith Fenwick and Amylia Bump

7th Grade- Lily Leffelman and Aaron Costner

8th Grade- Tucker McCoy and Olivia Ketchum

P.E.- Landon Roath and Rylan McNinch

Clipper P.R.I.D.E.- Kaylee Zimmerman, Mason Morris,
Michael Hood, Bradley Schmidt, Anthony Sus, Macie Muro,
Owen Dallam, Ellie McLaughlin, Kaitlyn Dempsey, Henry
Nichols, Gavin Spinelli, Landon Donna, Charlotte Patterson,
Aaron Costner, Jasmine Scott, Hope Lauzon, Aiden Spinellli,
Caylee Hummel, Aubrey Wells, Jose Lopez, Liam Ketchum
and Julius Arteaga.

On Sept. 17, students received their first orders by
purchasing items in return for the Clipper P.R.I.D.E. good
behavior tickets.

School Activities

* During the PBIS assembly, Full said the SEL groups
presented their service learning projects for this year. The
projects include:

Sth Grade- Selling candy to raise money for animal shelters.

6th Grade- Sponsoring good day Fridays. Handing out
candy and playing upbeat music on the Friday after SIP days.

7th Grade- Putting together care packages for servicemen
and women.

8th Grade- AJHS Newsletter, purchasing plants for each
classroom and hosting a Relay for Life in the spring.

* The AJHS 7th and 8th grade volleyball teams competed
at the Montmorency Tournament. Seventh grade finished 3rd
and 8th grade finished 1st.

* During the week of Sept. 13, students participated in a
Spirit Week that coincided with AHS Homecoming.

* Students completed their fall benchmark testingon STAR
and EasyCBM the week of Sept. 13.

Central Elementary Principal Joyce Schamberger

School Improvement/Professional Development

* K-4 English Language Arts teachers attended a Zoom
training on Wit & Wisdom.

* Benchmark testing on all students K-4 was scheduled
for the week of Sept. 20-27.

PBIS

* The Prize Closet for Central School students to purchase
items using Camp Cash is being stocked by suggestions
from students and teachers. Central School PTC supports

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will
have Immunization Clinics
for Children and Adults by
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 tomake an appoint-
ment or for information on
other services available. You
may also visit the website at
www.lchd.com for a list of
services available.

HARMON-The Harmon
Methodist Church, 202 N.
Grove St., will hold their
Annual Bazaar on Saturday,
Oct. 2, from 8 a.m. until 2:30
p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Masks will be required.

AMBOY-The City of
Amboy committee meetings
will be heldat 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, Oct. 4, atthe Community
Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd.

AMBOY-The Amboy
American Legion Auxiliary
will meet on Monday, Oct.
4, at 6:30 p.m. at the Long
Branch Saloon. All are invit-
ed to attend. Joyce Scham-
berger will be the hostess.
Social distancing and masks
will be required. Any ques-
tions, call Joyce Schamberger
at 815-973-4691.

DIXON-The American
Red Cross will hold a Blood

Drive from 7:30 a.m. until
12 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct.
6, at Do It Best Corporation,
816 W. Progress Dr. Call the
Red Cross at 800-733-2767
or visit RedCrossBlood.org
to make an appointment to
donate. Download the Blood
Donor App.

AMBOY-The Class of
1953 Reunion will be held
at Noon on Friday, Oct. 8,
at Sunset Inn, RT 52 and RT
34. Everyone will order from
the menu.

AMBOY-The Amboy
Fire Protection District will
meet at 8§ a.m. on Monday,
Oct. 11, at the Fire Station.

AMBOY-The Amboy
Lions Club will meet at 6
p.m. on Monday, Oct. 11,
at the Community Center,
280 W. Wasson Rd. Anyone
interested in joining is invited
to attend.

SUBLETTE-The Sub-
lette Village Board will meet
at7 p.m.on Monday, Oct. 11,
at the Ellice Dinges Center,
202 S. West St.

EAST GROVE TWP-
The East Grove Township
Board will meet at 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, Oct. 12, at the

the PBIS program.

* During the Sept. 13 assembly, students were recognized
for Camper of the Month. Reading teacher Kathleen Russell
spoke to students about the yearlong Book-It theme and
reading goals. The assembly ended with a sing-a-long camp

song led by Schamberger.

* Central also had a dress-up week in honor of AHS

Homecoming.
School Activities

» Second Step presentations are taking place each week,
in-person with Edie Peterson of the YWCA of the Sauk
Valley. This program presents programs on Social Emotional

Learning.

* Joe Jahn trained students in bus evacuation as part of
the required drills. Central also held a fire drill.

* Art teacher Vanessa Goslin started a Drawing/Art Club.
There are four sessions for students and all sessions are full.
The emphasis of the club is on drawing, not crafts.

¢ Central PTC will hold a “Donuts with Dad” on Wednes-

East Grove Township Hall.

DIXON-The American
Red Cross will hold a Blood
Drive from | to 6 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 13, at Dixon
Home of Hope, 1637 Plock
Rd. Call the Red Cross at
800-733-2767 or visit Red-
CrossBlood.org to make
an appointment to donate.

Download the Blood Donor
App.

AMBOY-The Amboy
Township Meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
Oct. 13, atthe township build-
ing, 106 S. Prospect.

Trust in Tomorrow.®

ike'us on

facebook

OUR FAMILY
PROTECTING
YOUR FAMILY

YOUR CAUTION
OUR SHARED FUTURE

Roads are busy with farm equipment during harvest
season, so please help your local farmers and share
the road. Slowing down could save someone’s future.

> LerFFeLman

Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.

Our ‘Tami@ ‘Protecting Your Tami[_y
P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367

LaMoille 638-2171 ¢ Amboy 857-2125

“Trust in Tomorrow.”and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.
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Sublette 849-5219
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Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

GREEN RIVER

day, Oct. 6 from 7:15-8:15 a.m. on the blacktop area outside.
Coffee, donuts, milk/juice will be offered with a free will
donation. This is open to all VIPs for students from Preschool
through 4th grade.

* Central held a fundraiser called Book Blast. Families
and friends were invited to make donations for library books
to be used by students and the school.

OTHER BUSINESS

* Following a public hearing, the board adopted the 2021-
2022 budget, which covers the time period from July 1,2021
through June 31, 2022. Nichols said the Amboy School
District is doing well as far as managing finances, which is
reflected in the budget.

PERSONNEL

Following closed session, the board accepted the resig-
nation of Robert Wissinger as a counselor at Amboy High
School, effective Sept. 17; Christine Nowacki as cafeteria
cook at Central, effective Sept. 29; and Megan Bus as credit
recovery advisor for the 2021-22 school year.

They hired Michelle Wilhelm as cafeteria cook at Amboy
Junior High, effective Aug. 20 and approved Danielle Benesh
as credit recovery advisor for the 2021-22 school year and
Joe Heavner for fall play scenery this school year.

The next regular board meeting will take place at 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, Oct. 19 at Central School. All meetings are open
to the public.

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-5142

. . . ]
northernllllnmsseamlessrooﬁng com
DURO’LAST Authorized Contractor. NRCA « BBB

' l: THE WORLD’S BEST ROOFe

1 B INC.

142 N Jones Ave., Amboy $122,500

A Darling 3 bedroom 1 bath home on a corner lot. An attached screened in porch
adds to the charm of this home! The location is close to schools, downtown and
the Post Office. The garage offers additional room for storage. New roof put on

approximately 2 years ago. Property being sold “as is”
This little gem won't last long-call for a showing today!

oodhaven akes
it
Mary Lovgren @
Realtor/Broker Any type of property

- any time of year
(815)849-5476

815-994-1449
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Start your career
in healthcare,
public service,
or firefighting hy
joining your local
fire department!

AFPD has secured
grants for firefighter
recruitment and EMS
training. Let us help you
pave the way towards
your goal career while also benefiting your community.

If you're interested in becoming a firefighter or
Emergency Medical Technician, email
ashley@amboyfire.com to inquire about joining!
(Must be 18+ years old)

Are you looking for a career with no college debt and
are between the ages of 16-18? Please contact us
about our Candidate Program.

07072021

CHIROPRAECTIC

Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

305 E. Joe Dr., Ste. 110 » Amboy
815.857.2458 Fax: 815.857.2749

www.greenriverchiro.com ¢ info@greenriverchiro.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
ANTIQUE SHOP

Saturday, October 9, 2021 10 AM Start
Rain Date: Sunday, October 10, 2021 Noon Start

Ry,

AMBOY ARTS & ANTIQUES
231 E. MAIN STREET, AMBOY, IL
SALE IS OUTSIDE IN FRONT OF SHOP
(Sale starts promptly, Lunch wagon on site)
Dirks and Young Auctioneering
Auctioneer ID#: 1L441000593
Find listing: www.auctionzip.com
ID#43915
TERMS: Cash or Check.
Proper ID to register.
Bid number system.
Not Responsible for Items after Sold.
All ltems Sold As Is.
(Check Facebook for updates)
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Guy “Butch” Horton, Jr.
April 4, 1945 - Sept. 20, 2021

AMBOY —Guy “Butch”
Horton, Jr., 76, of Amboy,
died on Monday, Sept. 20,
2021 at KSB Hospital in
Dixon.

He was born on April 4,
1945, in Sterling, the son
of Guy and Fern (Shultz)
Horton. Butch worked as a
Chemical Applicator in the
Shabbona area and mainte-
nance at Prairie Repose

Cemetery for several
years. He was a member of
the Shabbona Lions Club and

Shabbona Fire Department.

Butchispreceded in death
by his parents, and step father
Roy Isenberg.

Heis survived by his three
sons, David Horton, Darrel
Horton, Danny Horton; sis-
ter, Dory (Dale) Lawson, of
Dixon; two brothers, Marion
(Kathy) Horton, of Dixon,
Larry Horton, of Texas. Butch
is also survived by his long
time companion Sue Jones,
of Amboy and her family,
Sam (Judy) Jones, Willie

(Betsy) Jones, Andy (Karen)
Jones and their families, all
of Amboy.

There will be a graveside
service at 2 p.m., on Friday,
Sept. 24, 2021, at Prairie
Repose Cemetery in Am-
boy. Memorial donations in
Butch’s memory canbe made
to St. Jude Children Hospital.

Arrangements by the
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
in Amboy.

Condolences can be left a
www.thejonesfh.com.

William J. Dempsey
Oct. 18, 1927 - Sept. 19, 2021

DIXON — William J.
Dempsey, 93, of Dixon,
formerly of Walton, died on
Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021 at
KSB Hospital in Dixon.

He was born on Oct. 18,
1927, in Amboy the son of
Lawrence and Gertrude (Fitz-
simmons) Dempsey.

William was a lifelong
farmer and actively farmed
until he was 86 years old in
the Walton area. Even in his
retirement he enjoyed trips
to the farm which he loved
with all his heart.

He was alifetime member
of St. Mary Catholic Church
in Walton, and was a veteran
of the U.S. Army. He will be
greatly missed by his family
and will be remembered by
his strong will and kindness.

William married Regina
M. Finn at St. Mary Catholic
Church in Walton on June
20, 1951.

Heispreceded indeath by

his wife on March 10, 2014;
his sons, Mitchell and Ste-
phen Dempsey; sisters, Mary
Trumble, Rita Schindler,
Lenore Knoll, and Arvilla
Brechon; and brothers, Earl
and Joseph Dempsey.
William is survived by his
daughters, Lisa Magnafici,
of Dixon, Tosca (Rocky)
Schultz, of Amboy; grand-
children, Sean Dempsey,
Paul (Sara) Magnafici, Jai-
me (Bryan) Monk, Tess
Magnafici, Hayli (Justin
Shippert) Schultz, Whitney
Schultz, Nick Schultz; and
great-grandchildren, Bryson
and Koven Shippert, Mia
and Ellie Monk, and Mary
Jo Magnafici. He is also
survived by one sister, Joan
Christofferson, of Dixon.
Mass of Christian Burial
was held on Thursday, Sept.
23, 10:30 a.m., at St. Mary
Catholic Church in Walton.
Burial with military honors

followed at St. Patrick Cem-
etery in Amboy.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions can be made to the
American Diabetes asso-
ciation.

Arrangements by the
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
in Amboy.

Online condolences can
be left at www.thejonesth.
com

Recycle! Recycle! Recycle!

B \ BRADFORD
V-A/ VICTOR-ADAMS

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Leffelman & Associates:

Amboy
815-857-2125

LaMoille
815-638-2171

Sublette
815-849-5219:
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Howard Duane Bonnell
Aug. 14, 1947 - Sept. 17, 2021

AMBOY — Howard
Duane Bonnell, 74, of Am-
boy, passed away Friday,
Sept. 17, 2021, at his winter
home in, Benton, Ky.

His strong work ethics
started at a young age. When
he was in seventh grade, he
was chosen by his principal
to clean and maintain the
Lee Center School at the
end of each day. Following
his service in the military
he worked for the State of
Illinois as a civil engineer.
He then worked as a main-
tenance director for Amboy
and Dixon School Districts,
and retired in maintenance at
the Dixon YMCA. Howard
was also and entrepreneur;
he owned and operated many
companies through out his
life time.

HowardwasbornAug. 14,
1947, in Amboy, the son of
Leo and Wandalee (Myers)
Bonnell. He married Elaine
Herwig on Sept. 9, 1967, in
Dixon.

Howard served in the
United States Army during
the Vietnam War. He received
a Purple Heart, a Silver
Star and two Bronze Stars;
Howard ended his military

career asa Majorinthe Army
Reserves. Howard was a
member ofthe Elksand VFW.
He enjoyed traveling and
camping all over the United
States. Howard was an avid
gun enthusiastand amember
of the NRA. Most of all he
enjoyed the time spent with
his grandchildren.

He is survived by his wife
of 54 years, Elaine Bonnell,
of Amboy; three children,
Michael (Christine Dewey)
Bonnell, of Amboy, Dion
Bonnell, of Carson, Wash.,
and Angela Schrock, of
Harmon; 11 grandchildren,
Tylor Bonnell, Keaston Bon-
nell, Nathan Schrock, Jace
Bonnell, Braedon Bonnell,
Collin Schrock, Garrett
Bonnell, Mason Bonnell,
Tanner Schrock, Nicholas
Dewey, Lindsay Dewey; one
great-grandchild, Miayah
Dempsey; two brothers,
Leslie (Karen) Bonnell, of
Steward, Alvin (Sheryll)
Bonnell of Jefferson, Wis.;
one sister-in-law, Christine
Bonnell of Troy Grove; and
many nieces and nephews.

Howard was preceded in
death by his parents; and two
siblings, Lowell Bonnell and

Arlene Jacobs.

Visitation was held from
4 -8p.m., Thursday, Sept. 23,
2021, at Preston-Schilling
Funeral Home in Dixon.
Funeral Service was held
at 11 a.m., Friday, Sept. 24,
2021, at Preston-Schilling
Funeral Home in Dixon.
Burial followed at Woodside
Cemetery in Lee Center, with
Military Honors.

In lieu of flowers me-
morials may be directed to
Wounded Warrior.

Arrangements were com-
pleted by Preston-Schilling
Funeral Home in Dixon.

Condolences may be sent
to www.prestonschilling.
com.

Old engine

A 1914 Case steam engine from a family in Holcomb was part of the Antique Power Days
that was held on Sept. 24-26 at Mendota Hills Campground between Sublette and Amboy.
A spectacular spark show was held on Saturday night that lit up the night sky. Other events
included a parade, sawmilling, steam power and hay rides.

Photo contributed

St. Patrick Church

Fr. John Gow
32 N Jones, Amboy

815-857-2315 * www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Tuesday — Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm e Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Friday, 8am-5 pm

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow
213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670
Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn
East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745
Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

The Following
Community
Businesses

Sponsor Area
Church News:

Sensient Flavors, LLC.
815-857-3691

First Congregational United Church of
Christ of Lee Center
Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org
Phone 815-732-7032
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

St. Mary Church Pastor Brian McWethy
Fr. John Gow 500 W. Main Street, Sublette
912 Walton Rd., Walton Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
815-857-2670 Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321
449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661
1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service
Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m.
First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.
“Fun & Fellowship Game Night
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!
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First Baptist Church

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Mihm-Jones Funeral
Home

Pastor Rocky Fritz
24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682
www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday
Reformers Unanimous addictions program
from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447
Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek
West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

KSB Medical Center
815-857-3044

815-857-2611

First National Bank
in Amboy
Member ED.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Vaessen Brothers
Chevrolet
815-849-5232

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.
Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.

Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh
Mendota Hills Campground ° 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 * 815-849-5930
10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate
202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302
Worship - 8:30 a.m.
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TEEN TURF continued from page Al

After some prayer and reflection,
Mrs. Bailey agreed to sell the building
in 1998, which sits on Main Street and
is called Bailey Youth Center-Teen Turf.

The brick and mortar organization
relies on monthly fundraisers and
donations from the community, and
receives funding from the United Way
and AmeriCorps to sustain after school
programs at a high level.

“Both organizations have seen our
growth and continue to believe in our
mission of building strong caring adults
for the future,” said Piper.

During the school year, children
from third grade and up, start with a
meal after school. Then play time to
release some ofthe day’s energy builtup
fromsitting in class. Two staff members
Pam Thomas, Piper’s assistantisa whiz
on the computer according to Piper and
handles emails and donation requests to
name just a couple of her duties, and
Gabby Ketchum, who started in the
program in fifth grade and graduated
high school last year, oversee a group
of volunteers, many former member’s
of teen turf to help with homework and

any other projects.

“I’m able to keep a watchful eye and
provide a helping hand to anyone that
needs it,” shared Ketchum. “I know how
important and what it meant to me that
someone cared enough to assist me and
I’'m glad to do the same.”

Once the final school bell rings for
the year, the Summer Splash program
kicks into high gear. Pre-school to
high school kids participate in activ-
ities such as swimming, sports, learn
crafts, and getsome valuable gardening
knowledge at the local community
garden from friends of the University
of Illinois Extension Program. If you
our out driving in town, you no doubt
have seen the kids cleaning up trash on
the roadsides, in the parks, or weeding
by businesses and landmarks such as
the Depot Museum.

“Thanks to the hard work and ded-
ication of Mrs. Piper, kids know that
this is a safe place to come to like going
to ‘Grandma’s house,”” said Thomas.
“There s the ability to learn and grow, to
understand how to help others, to follow
the rules, and if you don’t ‘Grandma’

will make sure to call you out on it, but
it’s always done with love.”

During the height of the Covid ep-
idemic, the program was closed down
for just a short period of time, as per
the Governor’s directive. Piper and her
staff sprang into action and created a
24 hour, 7 days a week food pantry for
the citizens of Amboy to help in their
time of need.

“Wewere given ‘Covid Money’ from
Dixon Bank, and filled our front hallway
with essentials like paper products,
canned goods and some bakery items,”
she said. “We were very grateful to
Dixon Bank.”

The recurring theme and mission
statement of Teen Turfis a direct result
of the influence, dedication and hard
work of its founder, ‘Grandma Piper.’

“My dream and goal is and will
continue to be is for every child that
has and will come through the program,
is that they don’t put out their hand
looking for something for nothing, but
extend giving hands of assistance to
their community or wherever life takes
them,” Piper said.

Amboy Civic Organization to hold meeting

AMBOY —Amboy Civic
Organization members are
invited to gather at Teen
Turf building, 235 W. Main
St., Amboy, on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings, at 10
a.m., for group chair-exer-

cises and walking.

Our first sessions will
begin Sept. 28 and 30.

Our next monthly ACO
meeting will be Oct. 5, at
Maria’s with optional so-
cializing/dinner at 6 p.m.,

and meeting at 7 p.m.

If you have not sent in
your annual dues yet, they
may be submitted at next
meeting or mailed to Car-
ole Benson, P.O. Box 96,
Amboy, IL 61310. Annual

duesare $10 for single mem-
bership or $15 for couple
membership.

ACO is a Pankhurst Me-
morial Library benefactor.

Stewart reschedules Dixon Regional Town Hall

FREEPORT — After receiving no-
tice late Tuesday nightregarding a policy
change at Sauk Valley Community Col-
lege that would require guests to show
proof of vaccine or present a negative
COVID-19 test, State Senator Brian
Stewart (R-Freeport) hasannounced he
will reschedule his Sept. 23 in-person
Dixon Regional Town Hall.

Stewart’s rescheduled Regional
Listening Tour Town Hall will now
take place on Tuesday, Nov. 16 from 6
to 7:30 p.m. at Dixon Elks Lodge 779,

1279 Franklin Grove Road, Dixon.
The event was originally scheduled
to take place on Thursday, Sept. 23 in
the Jerry Mathis Theatre at Sauk Valley
Community College.

“The vaccine-or-testrequirement at
the venue for its guests has the potential
to severely limit who is able to attend
my event,” said Sen. Stewart. “I want
to ensure that every constituent has the
ability to have their voice heard and
address the concerns that matter most
to them, which is why I have decided

to reschedule the event at a venue that
would accommodate all constituents.

“My staffhas worked hard to ensure
this event protects the health and safety
of all attendees and they will continue
to do so for the rescheduled event.”

The rescheduled event will still
feature special guests, State Senators
Sue Rezin (Morris), Dave Syverson
(Rockford), and Win Stoller (German-
town Hills).

EXTENSION NEWS

Every year, National 4-H Week sees
millions of youth, parent, volunteers
and alumni come together to celebrate
the many positive youth development
opportunities offered by 4-H. The theme
forthis year’s National 4-H Week is Find
Your SPARK.

[llinois 4-H is building empowered,

skilled, and confident young leaders
who learn by doing with fun, hands-on
activities in over 60 interest areas like
animal sciences, creative arts, public
speaking, STEM, and more. Find your
spark in Illinois 4-H. We’re the place
where kids and teens ages five to 18
belong, lead, serve and learn - and we

PRINTING SERVICES

Call
The Amboy
News for your

(815) 857-2311

printing needs!

815-849-5476

can’t wait for you to join.

Youth interested in 4-H can contact
the local University of Illinois Exten-
sion office in Carroll (815-244-9444),
Lee (815-857-3525) and Whiteside
County (815-632-3611), or search for
more information on-line at go.illinois.
extension/clw

e =

The Book Nook

A Midwestern Adolscence

ithout exaggeration, a writer once called William
\ }‘ / Maxwell “one of the great under-appreciated
authors of the 20th century.” In his novels and
short stories, Maxwell focused primarily on his Midwestern
roots. He was born in 1908 in Lincoln, Illinois, attended Senn
High School in Chicago, and graduated with honors from
the University of Illinois. As fiction editor for forty years at
the New Yorker magazine, he was mentor to many famous
American writers, including John Updike, J. D. Salinger,
and Eudora Welty, who said of him, “For fiction writers, he
was the headquarters.”

At the conclusion of his novel, “The Folded Leaf,” (orig-
inally published in 1945), Maxwell turned to what mattered
most: “If you live on a prairie you see the whole of the sky.
It is all there; and buildings, people, and trees, often ugly in
themselves, have the saving grace of unimportance.” The novel
is about the friendship of two boys: Lymie Peters, who lost
his mother in the 1918 flu epidemic (as did Maxwell when
he was ten) and Spud Latham, who was transplanted from
Wisconsin to Chicago when his father lost his job.

The boys are an unlikely pair. Whereas Lymie is skinny,
unathletic, poetic, and brainy, Spud is a decent student,
adventuresome, and good at all sports — they almost meet
when Spud saves Lymie from drowning during a water polo
match. Lymie, whose father carelessly neglects him, is thrilled
to have a friend. He becomes utterly devoted to Spud. And
when Spud’s family treats him as one of the family, Lymie
flourishes. (The novel’s title is from a Tennyson poem: “Lo!
in the middle of the wood,/The folded leaf is woo’d from
out the bud/With winds upon the branch, and there/Grows
green and broad,...”)

It is October 1923, and Miss Frank’s English class is a tad
bored: “And all the while Miss Frank was making clear the
distinction between participles and gerunds, their eyes went
round and round the room, like sheep in a worn-out pasture.”
The way home from school leads Lymie past LeClerc’s pastry
shop: “The girls in LeClerc’s were like wonderful tropical
birds, like parrots and flamingos, like the green jungle fowl
of Java, the ibis, the cockatoo, and the crested crane... And
their eyes, framed in mascara, knew everything.”

The boys attend the University of Illinois. They room
together, fall in love with the same girl, but grow apart
when Spud pledges a fraternity. Lymie cannot comprehend
Spud’s increasing coldness, but once the crisis is over, he has
learned that “All woods are the same—these few acres that
were between open fields, the pine forests around Vienna, the
damp, nightmare jungles of Asia and South America. They
are always the same. They are enchanted ground, places of
solitude and of safekeeping.”

Have an idea for a
feature story? Email it
to George at ghowe@
amboynews.com

AVON COMMUNITY CENTER

Avon

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2

Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750

mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

Patrick Jones

MiLm—]ones
Funeral Home

Independent Sales Reprsentative

Betty Meznarich

AMBOY
COMMUNITY
CENTER

Available For
Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. + Amboy, IL 61310

(815) 440-5784 - (815) 857-2324
Julie DeArmitt - Manager

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
STIHL

tyHusqvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

303 E. Main Street ® Amboy

815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com
SALES & - stihl Outdoor Power Equipment

SERV|CE * Husqvarna Mowers

¢ Dixon ZTR Paris

REAL ESTATE

PRINTING SERVICES

Baylor Insurance
Agency

Insurance Service for the Home,
Farm & Business
Phone: 857-2716 or 453-7468
Jack S. Baylor, Agent
Ashton, IL 61006 ¢ P.O. Box 3
lee Center, IL 61331

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

B (B

Still shopping your auto insurance to
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides
you with the security & expertise to
provide you a competitive price for your
personal & farm vehicles.

You're 1st Rate
So You Rate 1st!

Find out today how much you
can save on your Personal
Auto Insurance.

Heiting Insurance Agency

1409 E. Main * Mendota ¢ (815)539-9265

& Casualty Insurance Company

Call
The Amboy
News for your
printing needs!
(815) 857-2311
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Paid silence is troubling in Hastert case with James Doe

the once powerful politician with a financial

o who is “James Doe?” passed. But prosecutors were able to charge
S That’s the pseudonym assigned to a GueSt COlumn

man who accused former U.S. Speaker
of the House Dennis Hastert of sexual assault.
The man alleges that when he was in school

By Scott Reeder

crime related to how he structured the bank
withdrawals.
Hastert admitted to “mistreating” Doe and

decades ago, Hastert, then a wrestling coach,
molested him.

More than 30 years later, in 2010, when
Hastert was raking in the dough as a lobbyist,
Doe threatened to publicly expose the abuse
he says he suffered unless Hastert paid him
hush money.

The two men reached a verbal agreement
that the former politician would dish out $3.5
million in exchange for Doe’s silence.

I can empathize with Doe’s pain. When I
was 12, a man sexually assaulted me on my

three others and pleaded guilty to the financial
wrongdoing. A federal judge sentenced him to
15 months in prison.

But now Doe is suing Hastert for $1.8 mil-
lion - the outstanding balance in hush money
that the Illinois Republican agreed to pay the
man in 2010. The case was supposed to go to
trial September 20. But a tentative, confidential
settlement has been reached.

Kendall County Chief Judge Robert Pilmer
ruled if the case went to trial, Doe would be
stripped of his pseudonym and publicly iden-

family’s farm. More than 40 years later, I still
bear psychological scars. And I have some
familiarity with the deep-seated rage Doe must feel.

I’m glad James Doe was financially compensated for some
of the pain Hastert inflicted on him.

But is shaking someone down for hush money ever an
honorable action?

He agreed to stay quiet about a man who was once second
in line to the presidency. The paid silence is troubling. Hastert
made cash payments to Doe amounting to $1.7 million.

Each cash withdrawal was beneath the $10,000 threshold
that banks are required to report to the federal government.
Nonetheless, the feds found out, learned it was hush money
and discovered at least three other victims of Hastert’s be-
sides Doe.

The statute of limitations for the sex crimes had long since

tified. This may have created an incentive for
reaching a settlement ahead of time.

That settlement came as a surprise.  was planning to travel
to Yorkville to watch the beginning of the trial and learn the
identity of the accuser. I wanted to get a sense for his moti-
vations and, to be honest, who he is as a human being. Is he
a good person or a bad one?

“I don’t think we should think of him as either a good guy
or abad guy,” said Carrie Ward, CEO of the Illinois Coalition
Against Sexual Assault. “He’s a sexual assault survivor trying
to come to terms the best way he knows how.”

Ward added it is often harder for male victims to come
forward because society is less likely to believe them.

“People think aman should have been able to fight someone
off and that they really can’t be victimized. But, of course,
that isn’t true,” she said.
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On This Day in History

100 Years Ago
Sept. 30, 1921

Mrs. Clayton Elliott and daughter
Doris from near West Brooklyn, were
Amboy shoppers Saturday.

Mrs. Carl Hegert and daughters
Helen and Elizabeth attended the fair
at Mendota Friday.

Mrs. Julia Cullar, who spent the
summer with relatives in Ohio and New
York, arrived home Wednesday.

75 Years Ago
Oct. 3, 1946

Vernon Whitver has returned from
Durango, Colo., and is assisting his
brother, Ivan, who operates the Whitver
Radio and Electric Shop.

Mr. and Mrs. John Stouffer, Marvin
Sisler and Kenneth Stouffer were among
those who attended the Illinois-Notre
Dame football game in Champaign
Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Schultz, Mary

Margaretand Jimmy Schultz, of Amboy,
Marion Johnson and Douglas Shimmer
of Mendota attended the ball game at
Wrigley Field in Chicago Sunday. In
the evening they enjoyed dancing at the
Aragon ballroom.

50 Years Ago
Sept. 30, 1971

Rick Haefner has been named Home-
coming King and vying for Homecom-
ing Queen are Pam Garland and Renee
Hart. Members of the Homecoming
Court include Denice Braggo, junior,
Beth Nusbaum, sophomore and Jane
Dinges, freshman.

Five Amboy boys were first and sec-
ond place winners in the Punt, Pass and
Kick competition held in Dixon under
sponsorship of Don Mullery Ford for the
Ford Motor Company. They are Dean
Powers, second, age eight, Bob Weir,
second, age 10, David LaRette, second,
agenine, John Klausen, first,age 13, and
Greg Wilhelm, second, age 13.

Three Amboy High School products
are on the Carthage College’s unbeaten
football team at Kenosha, Wis. The
Amboy gridders are John Blackburn,
Rick Lamb, and Bernie Jones.

25 Years Ago
Sept. 26, 1996

1996 Amboy High School Home-
coming Attendant Nominees:

Freshman: Brandy Harris, Amy
Marsili, Jamie Blaine, Kaylie Schier,
Amy Jo Zinke, Brandon Klein, Craig
Florschuetz, Nathan Schamberger, Brian
O’Malley and Randy Ullrich.

Sophomores: Gina Stevenson, Cam-
mie Cook, Liz Considine, Terri Huene,
Jill Shaw, Noah Shaddick, Brian Ship-
pert, James Fleming, Eric McLaughlin
and Jason Bonnell.

Juniors: Molly King, Andrea Quest,
Amanda Novak, Katie Partington, Lori
Welker, Nick Inden, George Burks,
Jason Leffelman, Adam Lusz and Brian
Marsili.

Butone of Hastert’s victims, Scott Cross, did come forward
three years ago and spoke publicly about being victimized
by his wrestling coach. He’s the brother of former Illinois
House GOP Leader Tom Cross.

Tom Cross, unaware of his brother’s experience with Hast-
ert became a protégé of the future U.S. Speaker of the House.

Scott Cross has successfully lobbied the Illinois General
Assembly to eliminate the statute of limitations for sexual
abuse cases.

NBC News at the time reported him saying that he’s
tormented that he didn’t speak out against Hastert earlier.
“The guilt kills me, that I could have perhaps saved other
victims,” he said.

But his work to get the law changed has served as some
consolation, he said.

“I just hope this gives an outlet for other victims to feel
like they should come forward no matter how long they
have waited,” he said at the time. “I just felt it was the right
thing to do.”

Cross is not receiving money from his former coach while
Doe is. That’s hardly fair.

Then again, Cross used his experience to change the law
and protect others. Perhaps, his compensation is the satis-
faction of knowing he did the right thing.

Scott Reeder is a staff writer for lllinois Times.
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SOMETHING TO SAY?

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

Allletters must bearthe handwritten signature of the writer
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published.

Any comments of publicofficials should belimited toissues
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as
personal attacks will notbe published. Lettersinvolving private
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162,
Amboy,IL61310,oremailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper,
its management and or ownership.

ADVERTISING PoLicy

The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in
copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof.
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time
for correction before the second insertion.

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

1 year manual pay $39.50
autopay  $37.50

10 weeks manual pay  $10.50
auto pay $9.50

Non-local

1 year manual pay  $45.00
autopay  $32.00

10 weeks manual pay  $11.75

auto pay  $11.00

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-noon and 1 p.m. -5 p.m.,
Monday, Tuesday
9 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday,
Sunday and major holidays.

Phone 815-857-2311
Fax 815-857-2517
Website www.amboynews.com
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AMBOY -
101 101 113
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE FINANCIAL
NOTICE This publication does Loans or Credit Offers

State of lllinois Lee
Co. Circuit Court
An Eviction Complaint
has been filed by Plain-
tiff: Joseph Jackson
against Defendants:
Aaron Bratek & Amanda
Johnston, who reside at
410 East Provost St.
#410 Amboy, Il. 61310,
to Evict the defendants
from the 410 East Pro-
vost St. #410 Amboy, I
apartment for non-pay-
ment for rent in the
amount of $4600. Aar-
on Bratek and Amanda

not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.

105

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITTIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does

Johnston are to appear 5y ertising.  Readers Not knowingly accept
at a hearing to be had .o .itioned to fraudulent or deceptive
on the matter atthe Lee  ,,r,ghly  investigate advertising. ~ Readers
Co. Cirouit Court 309 S o 545 especially those  are  cautioned o
Galena Ave. Dixon, Il asking for money in thoroughly investigate
on October 13, 2021 at 4 2000w all ads, especially those
1:30 PM. asking for money in
Case # 2021 LM 00045 advance.”
No. 0903 1 13
(Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6,
13, 2021) FINANCIAL 127
NOTICE Advance Fee SERVICESAND
REPAIRS
o oo seeeceses
ADVERTISE Furman Lawn Care
and Tree  Service.
voun Mowing, Hedge
Trimming, Painting,
GARAGE SAlE Interior and Exterior.
Gutter Cleaning,

Storm Damage Clean
up, Spring and Fall
and Much More. In
. Business Since 1999.
Call Jeremy Furman
815-761-9619. Please
Leave Message Will
Return Call ASAP. Fully
Insured. (TFN)

HELP WANTED

Help wanted
ITTech Il

Full-time, year around position. $15-$17/
hour depending on education and
experience. IMRF retirement, health
insurance benefits included.

Work with other IT staff maintaining the
necessary software and hardware to fully
support an organization of 1K+ users.
Contact IT Director Jason March
atjason.march@m289.org with letter

of interest and resume.
Applications accepted through Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Qutdoor Bounce House
Rentals Available Year

511
STORAGE UNITS

Amboy & Sublette
10 x 20 inside

storage & outside
storage for

semi-truckst/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

Call
815-857-02812750126

601

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2017 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4 Z71

2017 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4 Z71, 72K miles, GM Certified, Local Trade with
Leather Interior, Heated Seats, New Tires, Gray & Much More!

$46,900

* 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
Limited Warranty
® 24/7 Roadside Assistance
e 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and
Reconditioning Process
« 3-Day/150-Mile Customer
Satisfaction Guarantee

® 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO
Maintenance Plan

* 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

2019 Chevy Crew Cab LTZ 4x4,
$45,900

2018 1500 Chevy Crew Cab 4x4 LT,
64K miles, Silver..................... $39,500

2018 1500 Chevy Crew Cab 4x4 LT,
45K miles, Red $38,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT, 4X4,
IVIBIOON, ovooeeeesesessssssssssssssssssmssssssssssss $38,900

2017 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, Leather,
Z71, Gas, 72K milles, New Tires,

2016 Chevy Colorado Z71 Crew Cab
4x4, 67K Miles, Black $28,500

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS,
SUV’S & VANS

2016 Chevy Malibu Lmtd., LTZ, Sunroof,
NAYV, 128K miles, black $13,900

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC.

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

2013 Ford F150 Super Crew, 4x4,
XLT, Black

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates
applied. Subject to credit approval.

Ally Financing and
GMF Financing or Leasing
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SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

Round. Please Call
815-784-4256 For

Availability or Visit us
on Facebook.

203

HELP WANTED

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders
and Waitresses
Needed, Apply in
Person at Ralphie and
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or

holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
it’s care.

203

HELP WANTED

The Village of Franklin
Grove is  Seeking
Candidates for the
Following Full-Time
Position: ~ Streets &
Alleys Employee -Snow
Removal/Backhoe
Experience -CDL W/
Air Brakes Desired or
Ability to Obtain Within
90 Days -General
Equipment Skills.
Interested Candidates
May Send Resume to
the Following Address
by 10-15-21: Village
of  Franklin  Grove
P.O. Box 206 Franklin
Grove, IL 61031 E-Mail
Address: clerk@

franklingrove.org  (10-
03-21)

NEWSPAPER
CARRIERS  Wanted.
(Rochelle) Several

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique,
I’'minterested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

Lime Hutch With Glass
Doors $200 OBO Call
815-762-5644 (09-22-
21)

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday = 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE
RECEPTIONIST AT
FRONT COUNTER
Rochelle News-Leader.

309

PETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to Give
Away to Good Homes.
Very Friendly & Good
Mousers. Call Mike at
815-993-2234. (09-29-
21)

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair  Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial

status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly

accept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

SUBLETTE - WEST BROOKLYN * LEE CENTER * PAW PAW  LAMOILLE

INFORMATION

Office Hours:

Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m. - noon, 1 p.m.- 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m.- noon

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
Phone:

815-857-2311

Fax:

815-857-2517

Email:

mmays@amboynews.com

Address:

245 E. Main Street, Amboy

Mail:

P.0.Box 162,

Amboy, IL61310

DEADLINES:
Mondays at 10 a.m

(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following
7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:

¢ Rochelle News-Leader ® Ogle County Life ® Rochelle Shopping
News ® Ashton Gazette ® Amboy News ® Mendota Reporter ®
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads
and $44.60 for commercial business ads and $7.50 for
garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately.
We will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion,
and will only credit customer for one insertion.




PAGE 8 « SEC A - AMBOY NEWS WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 29, 2021

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT:
Link Cards and WIC

Sale Prices Valid Sept. 29 - Oct. 5, 2021 - Limited Quantities - While Supplies Last

B PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS I

Michigan Gala
Apples

3 pound bag

$369 .-

Taffy Apples

Plain or Nuts

Grocery delivery for disabled &
senior citizens - in town only.

Amhoy Deli Hours
Mon-Sat7a.m.-8 p.m.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. — 9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 7 a.m. — 10 p.m.

Sunday, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

sun8am.-7p.m.

Tomatoes on
the Vine

Holiday Celery Sleeve

Seedless Grapes

$949 .

Navel Oranges

3 Ib. bag

$159 --

Green
Cabbage

69¢-

3119 Nb.

Bolthous Baby
Carrots

2 pound bag

$199 -

3499 3119

—  BRGOo
Just Bare Family Pack Farmland Gold BBQ Boneless
Chicken Breast or Medal Dogs Butterfly Pork

Thi hS incl
/\9 - 1?\h - /\Chops
5 /1b. 5 ea 3 Ib.

Reg. Price $7.99 ea Reg. Price $4.99 b

Reg. Price $7.99 /Ib.

Johnsonville Brats or
Sausage

19 oz.
\ Ve
Q J

Reg. Price $5.49 ea.

Farmland Bacon

12-16 oz.

Tombstone Pizza

Assorted

\ 4
5 lea.
Reg. Price $7.19/ea.

5399
Reg. Price $5.49 ea.
I WEEKLY SPECIALS I

Chex Mix or Bagel Bites Hungry Man
Bugles Entrees

6-8.75 0z. 13-16 oz.

3199 3369

Reg. Price $2.79 ea. Reg. Price $4.19-$4.79 ea.

3199

Reg. Price $2.89 ea.

Oscar Mayer Oscar Mayer International Land-O-Lakes
Deli Shaved Bologna or Delight Coffee Butter
Lunch Meat Cotto Salami Creamer pesereaoos

16 oz.

3199

Reg. Price $3.19-$3.39 ea.

7-9 oz.

$J99

Reg. Price $5.19 ea.

32 oz.

3%

Reg. Price $4.29 ea.

33?9

Reg. Price $4.89

Hamburger
Helper

4-8.7 oz Assorted

1 lea.
Reg. Price $2.09 /ea

Kraft Mac and
Cheese

5-7.3 oz.

"2,

Reg. Price $1.79 /ea

Kraft BBQ Sauce

17-18 oz.

9,

Reg. Price $2.19 ea.

Food Club Saltine
Crackers

16 oz.

9,

Reg. Price $2.39 ea.

Sale goes through Oct. 5, 2021

09292021
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Amboy’s Caden Wittenauer (#10) Jordan Gulley (#4) Levi McKinnley (#52) take down
a Milton player during the game on Saturday, Sept. 25 at Milton.

Photo courtesy of Tina Lindenmeyer

Clippers lose a close one on
the road in Milton

MILFORD —-The Amboy-LaMoille-Ohio
varsity football team let a lead slip away late
in the game and fell to Milford-Cissna Park,
48-46, on Sept. 25 at Milford.

The Clippers were on top by a seemingly
comfortable 40-28 margin in the final frame,
but Milford-Cissna Park staged a huge rally
by scoring 20 points in fourth quarter to pull

out the victory.

The Clippers (2-3) will hit the road again
for their next contest when they travel to
Kirkland Hiawatha to take on the Hawks on
Friday, Oct. 1. Kickoff is at 7 p.m. Kirkland
Hiawatha sports a 3-2 record, with its most
recentwina 56-0 shutout over Ashton-Frank-
lin Center.

Amboy’s Tucker Lindenmeyer hands off the ball to Joe

Quest during the Sept. 25th game against Milton at Milton.
Photo courtesy of Tina Lindenmeyer

Email news items to
tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

I“ﬂl [ E TN VoV

oo uA§‘su|Oance

| deliver both. Take the guesswork out of your
insurance. Whether it’s your car, home, life, or more, |
can help you feel good about your coverage, as well as
the price you're paying.

GET TO ABETTER STATE.® CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company,
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company,
Bloomington, IL, State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

Clipper Fans . ..
The Game’s on us!

Follow the entire FALL Season of Amboy
Football on WRCV River Country FM 101.7

Join us every week for

Amboy Clipper Football!
Saturday, Sept. 25

at Kirkland Hiawatha High School
At 7 p.m. With Josh Dillon and Brian Weidman

LIVE online at nrgmediadixon.com/wixn-home

State of

ART ESPE
Agent

221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

1101258.1

-Sponsored By-

* Kunes Auto Group

* KSB Hospital

¢ First National Bank in
Amboy

* Meusel’s Dairy Delite
* Papa Murphy’s Pizza * Sauk Valley Motors
¢ Farley’s Appliance e Sensient Flavors

* Amboy Sporting Goods CGH Medical Center

* Becker Auto Body

* The Long Branch
* The Amboy News
* Top Notch Builders

e Compeer Financial

* Amboy Subway * Casey’s General Store

e Edward Jones - Wes
Morrissey

¢ Jones Funeral Homes

* Kaleel’s Clothing and
Printing

¢ Vaessen Bros.
Chevrolet

* Ken Nelson Auto Group

09222021

The Amboy boys cross country team poses with their trophies after placing first at the
Kewanee Boiler Invitational on Sept. 25.

Photo courtesy of Heather Loftus

Clipper runners take top
spots at meet

AMBOY — Amboy had
the top runner in the boys’
and girls’ race in a meet at
Mendota on Sept. 21.

Brock Loftus took the top
spot for the boys in a time
of 15:41, while Ian Eller
finished second at 17:20.
Also placing in the top 10
for the Clippers were Wyatt
Lundquist (5", 18:10), Char-
lie Dickinson (6", 18:35),
Andruw Jones (7%, 18:43),
Kelton Schwamberger (8",
18:46) and Garrett Pertell
(10™, 18:57).

Rounding out the lineup
of Clipper competitors were
Atticus Horner (12, 19:04),
Ryan Dickinson (15", 19:13),
Hayden Zacharias (16",
19:26) and Jaden Haley (23",
23:02).

Amboy grabbed the team
title with 21 points, followed
by Mendota with 46 and
Princeton with 69.

In the girls’ event, Am-
boy’s Lauren Althaus was
first through the chute in a
time of 21:01. Other runners
for the Lady Clippers were
Bailey Ellis (4™, 23:07),
Addison Pertell (6", 25:13)
and Natalie Pratt(7%",25:51).

Princetonhad 15 points to
claim the team title.

skeskosk

The Amboy harriers trav-
eled to Kewanee for the Boil-
er Invitational on Sept. 25.

Amboy’s boys won the
team championship with 26
points.

See RUNNERS page B3

Amboy’s Kelton Schwamberger, Wyatt Lundquist and
Andruw Jones advance on other competitors during the

Kewanee Boilermaker Invitational on Sept. 25.
Photo courtesy of Heather Luftus

Recycle! Recycle!
Recycle!

ATHLETES
OF THE WEEK

Cross Volleyball
C ountry Lexi Ketchum
Kelton Golf
Schwamberger Brysen Full &
& Bailey Ellis Andrea Buhrows
Football

The First National Bank in Amboy

Amboy * Dixon
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center

L 815-857-3625
m oy www.fnbamboy.com
ST

Weatherstrip
Sealers

Rakes
Lawn Bags

JONES-BERRY LUMBER C0.

Hours: Mon.-Fri.7-5
Sat.8-3 * Sun. 10-1

AND MORE!

HARDWARE &
BUILDING MATERIAL

1 South Commercial, Amboy
815-857-2525
Serving The Amboy Area For Over 100 Years

Save Time, Save money...
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Clipper Highlights: #1 Garrett Zinke

his week we feature
Ta Clipper from the
incredibly talented
class of 2007. Size, speed,
crazy athleticism, strength,
and intelligence were all
characteristics of this week’s
Clipper. Atop those great
attributes as an athlete, his
leadership, humility, and
commitment are what makes
him one of our greatest Clip-
per athletes of the modern
era and arguably all time. I
am honored to announce this
week’s Clipper, #1, Garrett
Zinke.

Garrett was a 2007 grad-
uate of Amboy High School
and three sport Clipper ath-
lete (Football, Basketball,
and Baseball).

From as far back as
I can remember, Garrett
was always playing sports.
Growing up, Garrett was
always the kid you wanted
on your team, whether it
was on your 3 on 3 team at
basketball camp, your little
league team after the coaches
draft, orin your station group
at mandatory conditionings.
Athletically, Garrettcould do
it all. His fundamentals and
techniques may only have
been rivaled by his supreme
intelligence on every field/
court he played on.

Garrett was a two-way
starter on the 2005 Clipper
team. Garrett played Wide
Receiver and Defensive End
which, in its own right, was
a great example of Garrett’s
versatility. When you think
of a 3A Wide Receiver, you
think of a 5°10” lanky kid
with good hands and speed.
Garrett broke the stereotype
as he played at 6°1” and
weighed 185+. As a Junior,
Garrett knew his roles to his
team; keep the play turned in
defensively, be a sure tackle
if the ball was run to his
side, be a force at blocking
downfield from the Wide
Receiver position, and be a
threat in the Clipper passing
game. Garrett opened up
his Junior season sacking
Bureau Valley Quarterback,
Garrett Barnas, for a loss
in the second quarter of the
Week 1 matchup (Pictured).
For those that remember the
Bureau Valley game to open
the 2005 season, it was one of
the most painful losses of any
Clipperteam I canremember.

Garrett shared, “that first
game against Bureau Valley
was brutally tough and could
have changed our season.”

The 2005 Clippers would
go 6-3 losing to BV, Mor-
rison, and Newman. A first
round playoff date with the
Wilmington Wildcats would
be had and en route to the
hostile Wilmington environ-
ment we sailed. Wilmington
ran out to their field through
the woods with fireworks and
smoke machines going off.
For three and a half quarters
we were able to keep the
game close until ascreen pass
broke our back and broke the
game open. | can remember
that game like it was yester-
day as I watched my brother,
Wes, play his final snap as a
Clipper. As the class 0of 2006
seasonand career ended, I got
to witness leaders like my
brother, Aaron Setchell, and
Nick Kaleel pass the torch to
Garrett and his classmates.
Garrett was amongst the first
to embrace the Seniors ahead
of him in a hug, with tears in
his eyes.

Clipper
Highlights

By Spencer
Morrissey

“Those guys ahead of us
were great leaders. To start
both ways and play every
special team was an honor
giventhetalentofthatteam,”
Garrett shared.

Garrett finished his Junior
year earning Honorable
Mention All Conference
honors.

Garrett and [ spoke of
the transition into his Se-
nior season and it was the
beginning of a new era. Not
only did we sport new uni-
forms, it began a new era of
Amboy Football. For what
we may have lost in overall
toughness, we made up forin
athleticism and football IQ.
This would be the identity
of the Clippers for years
following Garrett’s class.
The 2006 Clippers returned
many Junior Letterman from
the 2005 season and would
welcome a talented group
from the class of 2008. The
2006 campaign began with
the first two games being
on the road. Week 1, we
went down to St. Bede on
a hot, muggy Friday night
and proved to be too much
for the Bruins to handle.
It was a good first test but
the biggest matchup would
come the following week
at #1 ranked Bureau Valley.
With the outcome from the
2005 season burned in the
memory of every Clipper
in the program, the Bureau
Valley week was personal.
The Storm were too strong
for our sails that evening and
the first loss of the season
was sustained, losing our
#8 state ranking. The voy-
age home would produce
a dominating win against
Erie-Prophetstown before it
was back to unsteady seas
to Fulton for Week 4. It was
Week 4 against Fulton when
the Clipper aerial attack
broke out. Garrett had his
best offensive game that
night as he had over 100
receiving yards and a couple
of touchdown receptions.
Following the Fulton game,
Garrettgained alotof interest
from Monmouth College and
became a top recruit based
on his stellar performance.

Sitting at 3-1, Garrett and
the Clippers would meet the
firstoftworivals atMorrison.
The Clippers were battling
some injuries that week but
battled through.

Garrett shared, “Going
into Morrison, we knew how
good they were butalso knew
how good we were too. We
hated them but respected
them.”

The game was back and
forth and the Clippers de-
cided to take a gamble and
call a fake punt. Prior to the
play, Coach Powers grabbed
Garrett and shared some
words of encouragement and

motivation. Whatever was
said worked as Garrett caught
apass between two Morrison
Defenders to move the chains
and keep the drive alive for
the Clippers. However, the
Mustangs would run past our
ships that Friday night by the
score of 30-20. The following
week, Homecoming Week,
the Clippers would take on
archrival, Sterling Newman.
There was no time to hang
your head or pout as this
was one of the most intense
weeks of practice [ have been
a part of.

Garrett recalled the at-
mosphere in practice that
week, “That week was crazy.
Practice was intense. We
made some adjustments on
the defensive line that would
really pay off for us but the
coaches were all over us
that week. Also, at breakfast
that Friday morning, we had
our breakfast paid for by a
Clipper fan.”

The entire community
was behind the Clippers
that Friday night and there
may have been more people
at The Harbor that evening
than the total population of
our small town.

“We knew what they were
going to do because we had
prepared so well for them
that week. Coach Powers
yelled short reverse on one
of their opening plays and
immediately as he yelled
that I stepped up and hit Nate
Murray for a seven yard loss.
We knew we were too good
to be 3-3 and it showed that
night,” Garrett shared.

The Clippers would beat
Newman at The Harbor on
Homecoming marking our
first win over the arch rival
in four seasons. The Clippers
would finish the remainder
of the season playing their
best football with big wins
over Ottawa Marquette,
Riverdale, and River Valley.
Week 1 of the 3A playofts,
the Clippers would host
West Carroll in which we
would cruise to victory with
little difficulty. The second
round was highly touted and
the chatter of how good the
Whip-Purs of Hampshire
were rang in the ears of
each Clipper that week. The
second round started with a
6-0 deficit within the first few
seconds of the game. How-
ever, it was almost a blessing
in disguise as it provided the
fuel needed to not only win,

L

#1 Garrett Zinke

but hang half a hundred on
the Whip-Purs on their home
field. The sail was set back
home for The Harbor to host
the Quarterfinal matchup. It’s
my opinion, and a shared
opinion with many my age,
that the 2006 Clippers’ op-
ponent in the Quarterfinal
matchup, the Plano Reapers,
was the greatest football
opponent our program has
ever competed against. Big,
physical, lightning fast, and
NASTI, the Plano Reapers
came in and almost matched
the Clipper crowd that day,
whichis almostimpossible to
do. Iremember getting ready
for the game with the remain-
der ofthe underclassmen and
saw, what I believed to be a
giant, walking the hallway
of Amboy High School. The
specimen was All Stater,
Nick Nasti.

Garrett spoke ofthe Plano
game, “When you’re young,
18, you don’t fully under-
stand how good another team
is, especially thenas the game
is so much more advanced
now with the improvements
of social media and film. I
remember we were hopeful
because their good running
back, Ferguson, had mono
the week before. Our doubts
were silenced when he broke
a 65 yard touchdown run to
start the game.”

The best play for us that
day came in the first half
when the game was still close.
Garrettread a pass play beau-
tifully and instead of getting
deeper toward the quarter-
back, stayed home and nearly
had an interception that he
could have walked into the
end zone. The outcome of
that day wouldn’t change if
you replayed it 100 times.
The 2006 Clippers couldn’t
be anything but proud of their
season and accomplishments
and a town could not be
more grateful and excited
for Clipper Football foryears
to come. Garrett ended the
regular season ranked 4th for
sacks with 5.5 but after play-
offs totaled 8 sacks. Garrett’s
final receiving stats were 19
receptions for 564 yards and
6touchdowns. Animpressive
statistical year for a Wide
Receiver in a run dominated
offense which produced an
All-State Running Back
(Daniel Saunders). Garrett
would earn Second Team All
Conference Honors on both
sides of the ball, ending his

'HERE’S
MY CARD!

| ocal Business Guide

Clipper gridiron career.

Three of Garrett’s best
friends to date were asked
to provide statements for this
article. All great accounts
from great Clippers and great
friends.

Travis Nauman shared,
“Zinker was awesome to
throw to. He was always
where he needed to be and
had as sure of hands as you
could find. He was definite-
ly a leader of our team my
Junior year and brought it
every down as a Defensive
End. He’s a Clipper through
and through and is very de-
serving of being Clipper of
the Week.”

Derek Lovgren shared,
“Garrett was one of my best
friends growing up and still
is to this day. He was one of
the smartest players I ever
played with and had a knack
for always being at the right
place at the right time. I've
never known him to make
a mistake, at any sport and
then astoday, you canalways
count on him.”

Taylor Kaleel shared,
“Just like all those guys we
grew up with, we all were
committed to playing. Foot-
ball was the priority in all
of our lives. It was always
more about not letting your
team down than anything
else and Zinker really held
that together. He’s now my
brother in-law and we are
even closernow. I can’tthink
of any mistakes he made or
remember him messing up
which is hard to find ina high
school athlete.”

The meaning of Amboy
Football to Garrett was just as
much apartofhimas hisown
beating heart. Garrett shared
the story of traveling to Orion
to watch the 2012 Clippers
second round playoff game.

Garrett shared, “I remem-
ber going to that game at
Orion and playing catch with
Travis and Derek before the
game to get the nerves out.
Thenerves and feelings were
still there even five years out
of high school.”

Garrett was one of the
mostnatural, instinctual, and
competitive athletes in our
history. He made difficult
playslook easy and stiff com-
petition look uncoordinated. I
have witnessed him makeun-
believable playsineachofthe
sports he played. One of my

favorite memories is a play
he made to open the Regional
Championship game against
Princeton in our home gym
his Junior year. Garrett came
around a screen, the ball was
lofted in the air, and Garrett
went up and laid it in for a
layup giving us an early lead.
I remember the gym going
nuts after that play. Garrett
was also one of the biggest
reasons for our 2007 Boys
Basketball Regional Cham-
pionship as he was an All
Conference/Area Basketball
playeralso. Garrett would go
to St. Ambrose University
and continue his basketball
career as a Fighting Bee. |
remember Garrett being just
as important on the baseball
diamond. Whether it was in
thefield oratthe plate, Garrett
simply was always a guy who
could make a play to lift his
team. To this day, Garrett is
still just as competitive and
knowledgeable about sports.
Football, Basketball, or
Baseball, chances are, Gar-
rett knows it. A true gamer,
a fierce competitor.

So, to Multi-Sport, All
Conference Clipper athlete,
#1, Garrett Zinke (Zinker),
thank you for your contri-
butions to Amboy Clipper
Football. As proud, honored,
and at times awe-struck, to
watch some of your best
moments as a Clipper, | am
most proud to call you family
today. Which leads me to the
following question; What do
you get when one of the best
male Clipperathletes and one
of the best female Clipper
athletes, of the modern era,
tie the knot and have little
Clippers? The answer is easy,
a bright future for Amboy
athletics and a scary future
for the competition in the
Sauk Valley. Sail on!

Spencer Morrissey, is a
former resident of Amboy
and 2009 graduate of Amboy
HighSchool. InApril 2020, he
created a private Facebook
group specifically for Amboy
Clipper Football Alumni. To
have played Amboy football
for any period of time, 1 year
or all 4 years, is the only
membership requirement.
The group features photos,
stories, and memories of past
Clippers and Clipper teams.
The best feature of the group
isevery Friday, he highlights
a former player.

=

tuna salad

baked beans, chilled applesauce

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:00 am

CAPE.

COMMUNITY SERVICES, INC.
Senior Dining Menu >
October 4 - October 8

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal
Monday - Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes/gravy, green beans,
whole grain dinner roll, mandarin oranges
Tuesday — Sweet and sour chicken, fluffy rice, stir fry veggies,
whole grain dinner roll, apricots
Wednesday — Meatball sub on whole grain roll, peas & carrots,
seasoned potato wedges, diced peaches
Thursday — A) Turkey burger on whole grain bun, sweet potato
fries, broccoli, apple crisp B) Soup & Sandwich, chicken rice &

Friday - Hot ham & cheese on whole grain bun, tator tots,

D

22021

Reservations needed
10:00 am day before

Amboy Community Center *"ehen
\. 280 W.Wasson Road °* 1-815-963-1609, reservations

F 815) 849-5516
VAESSEN " €1
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC.

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

Phone (815) 849-5232
or 1(800) 227-5203

GARY DINGES
(815) 857-2110
EVENINGS

Established In 1854

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

245 E. Main St. « P.0. Box 162 * Amboy, IL 61310-0162

Tonja Greenfield

General Manager

tgreenfield@amboynews.com

Office: 815-857-2311
Fax: 815-857-2517
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SPORTS

Amboy Golf
Front row, left to right, Emma Dinges, Greta Horner, Andrea Buhrow and Gracie
Homegren. Middle row, left to right, Logan O’Brien, Ethan Pratt, Hayden Wittenauer, Wesley
Wilson, and Carson Barlow. Back row, Jordan Harris, Griffin Bushman, Luke Corcoran,
Jackson Rogers, Bryson Full, and Coach Zach Ross.

Ambovy Varsity Football Cheer

Front row, left to right, Aly McKendry, Sabdy Herrera, and Sophie Nelson. Back row,
Courtney Lachat, Nicole Latta, Coach Faith Sachs, Alexzandra Vaessen and Kora Garren.

ZOMBIE HAYRIDE
ONE NIGHT ONLY!
SATURDAY, OCT. 2ND

7-11:30PM

Cost: General $5/person or Fastpass $10/person

1715 WHITNEY ROAD
(SOUTH OF FRANKLIN GROVE ON WHITNEY RD. AT
THE HISTORICAL CHAPLIN CREEK VILLAGE)

09222021

RUN NERS continued from page B1

The next three teams in the standings were
Chillicothe IVC (66), Lowpoint-Washburn
(82) and Orion (112).

The Clippers were led by Loftus, who was
first overall in 16:35, and Eller, who grabbed
the third-place position in a time of 17:20.6.
Other AHS runners were Charlie Dickinson
(7", 18:36), Lundquist (12%, 18:53), Schwam-
berger (15%, 18:57), Jones (17", 19:04),
Horner (21%, 19:21), Ryan Dickinson (28,
19:38 and Garrett Pertell (29, 19:43).

For the girls, Althaus was the first AHS
runner to finish the course with a clocking
of 22:14.69. Next was Ellis in 24" place

(23:20.53), Addison Pertell in 35" (24:52.85)
and Pratt in 64" (38:20.11).

Lydia Snider of Tremont was the individual
champion with a time of 20:29.45.

The team championship went to Chilli-
cothe IVC with 40 points. The rest of the top
five were Tremont (49), Stark County (65),
Henry-Senachwine (97), Oneida ROWVA
(128) and Ottawa Marquette (128).

Two Clippers competed in the fresh-
man-sophomore boys’ event. Zacharias was
sixth in 20:00.26 and Haley was seventh in
20:04.21.

Lowpoint-Washburn was the top team.

Lady Clippers lose two road games

AMBOY — The Amboy Lady Clippers
were defeated by Fulton, 25-7, 25-11, in
volleyball action on Sept. 20 at Fulton.

skoksk

AHS traveled to Ashton-Franklin Center

on Sept. 21 and fell by a 25-15, 25-22 count.
Elly Jones collected seven assists, four digs
and two kills, while Lexi Ketchum and Chloe
Heath had three digs apiece.

119 N. Elm St. in Franklin Grove

o Private Slot Room « Daily drink specials
o East Side Cafe pizza

8 a.m. - midnight, Monday - Thursday. 8 a.m. - 1 a.m. Friday
11 a.m. - 1 a.m. Saturday, 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sunday

08092021

The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the calendars
benefit our From The Heart recipients:
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining
Star Children’s Advocacy
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area
Community Foundation, Hub City
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES
NEED OUR
SUPPORT
NOW MORE
THAN EVER!

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of

365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250
PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

e ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will
mail it out to you!

Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

e IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:

In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest,
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center

In Oregon at: Merlin’s

In Dixon at: Shining Star

In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
e BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you!
Shipping fees are added to cost.

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!
(Please Print)

|

NAME: I

ADDRESS:

| cITY, STATE, ZIP: |
|
|
|

I PHONE:
NUMBER OF CALENDARS:
Clip and mail this form along with $22

(820 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to:
I Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

L_____________J

NORTH AMERICA’'S

AL FK—IN

BUILT IN
THE USA

*1 Walk-In Tub

NOW with an Exclusive
NEW Shower Package!

Now you can have the best of both worlds—
there isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub!

/ First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
/ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for standing or sitting
/ Durable frameless tempered glass enclosure available

J High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty

J Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low price

EXCLUSIVE OFFER!

*1500 OFF

on a Walk-in Tub with this Limited Time Offer*
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE. FOR DETAILS CALL TODAY!

[ - — )

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

815-345-2573

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT




PAGE 4 « SEC B - AMBOY NEWS

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 29, 2021

LOCAL NEWS

September 27, 2021 Posting Date

ACROSS

g Crossword

1 "Arrivederci

5 Jazzy style

8 Wild guess

12 Slender

13 Piercing tool

14 Brownish pur-
ple

15 In — veritas

16 Corp. boss

17 Desertlike

18 Nowheresville

20 Saint Patrick's

Day event
22 Hide-hair
insert
23 Nine-digit ID
24 Engrossed
27 Promptly
32 Wedding
words
33 Expert 55 Kismet chair 37 Candle count
34 Granada gold 56 Sparkling 8 Meager 38 Refuses to
35 "Wonder [talian wine 9 Puccini opera pay
Woman" 57 German con- 10 Battery fluid 41 Symbol of
actress junction 11 Eliot's "Adam strength
38 Remain 58 Lean-to " 42 Juanita's
39 Beer barrel 19 Rejection home
40 Stolen DOWN 21 Bat wood 43 Swinging
42 Alpine home 1 Answeran 24 Predetermine joints?
45 Casts out invite 25 Oklahoma city 44 Drive- — win-
49 Operasetin 2 Hodgepodge 26 Bikini pattern dow
Egypt 3 Behave 28 Sgt., forone 46 Wife of Jacob
50 Guffaw sylla- 4 Quantity 29 Tied down 47 Diminutive
ble 5 Scenic route, 30 Mouths (Lat.) suffix

52 Lavish party often
53 Espy 6 Have bills
54 Reuben bread 7 Fallinto a

31 Playpen item 48 Burpee buy
36 Trattoria des- 51 Novelist Rand
serts

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

9 3 1
7 812
6 5
9
2 4 3
1(8 3(6
3 8 5 7
2 9 4
8 1 9

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

# Moderate @ 4 Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF

\

HOCUS-FOCUS
1 ‘

N

©2021 King Fealures Syndicate, Inc.

rved.

Syndicate, Inc. All rights resef

©2021 King Features

SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Gift
OWNED
Chilled
DICE
Wood
RACED

Marvel

DOWNER

‘JUBIBYIP BIE SIUBG °g UI|[BWS S BWelS 'G ‘pabueyd s1ieH b
‘PEPPE S| UONNG "€ JUBJBYIP SI BSON 7 IS|[BWS S| MOg *| ‘SA0UIBYA

43INNIA
piom sAbpoy
J3PUOM ¥ Jepad) €
‘pa2| " mopu3-l
uonnfos

SYITIWVHOS

4 A

CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: N equals H

C SKTA B YMO ANT PNBKYJW
NCW DRBPJ TZ EJWCXJKPJ JLJEO
PTMDRJ TZ AJJSW.

NJ'W LJEO MKWJIIRCKY.

\ ©2021 King Features Synd., Inc. /

Trivia
test s |

Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the second
largest island in the Hawaiian Islands?

2. TELEVISION: Which popular
1980s-90s  sitcom featured charac-
ters named Sophia, Dorothy, Rose and
Blanche?

3. HISTORY: Which country hosted
the first Olympics?

4. MUSIC: How many African-Amer-
ican singer/songwriters have won a
Grammy for Album of the Year?

5. MOVIES: Which 1990s film fea-
tured a twist contest at a restaurant called
Jack Rabbit Slim’s?

6. COMICS: What was the name of the
Daily Planet editor in “Superman” com-
ics?

7. CHEMISTRY: Which English
chemist is credited with discovering
hydrogen?

8. LITERATURE: Hamlet (Shake-
speare) was the prince of which country?

9. GAMES: How thick is a puck used
in the National Hockey League?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind
of animal is used to hunt truffles?

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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THE FARMER'S REPORT

AEM reported sales increased 13.7% for farm tractors
and 12.6% for combines the first half of the year compared
to the same stretch in 2020.

Tractor sales are increasing

despite supply chain issues

By DANIEL GRANT
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON - Supply chain issues continue to
impact equipment manufacturers, like most other industries.

But that hasn’t stopped farmers and others from buying
ag equipment, based on the Association of Equipment Manu-
facturers’ (AEM) mid-year tractor and combine sales report.

AEM reported sales increased 13.7% for farm tractors
and 12.6% for combines the first half of the year compared
to the same stretch in 2020.

The sales pace also remains above the five-year average,
although it did drop below last year’s run from May to June.

“The (sales of) row crop tractors have been really solid
since about October of last year moving forward,” Curt
Blades, AEM senior vice president of ag services and for-
estry, told the RFD Radio Network. “You look at commodity
prices and farmer attitudes and that gives you a pretty good
indication of where ag is. I think this (sales trend) is real and
not pandemic driven.”

Four-wheel drive tractor sales jumped the most of any
category with a gain of 38.2% the past six months compared
to last year.

“You don’t buy a combine or a tractor on a whim,” Blades
said. “For farmers to make the purchase, they’ve got to feel
pretty good about what their business looks like.”

AEM’s monthly tractor and combine sales reports showed
an increase in tractor sales that took off around June and July
of last year, although it was to a slightly different market.

“We really started to see strength in the tractor and com-
bine market (at the beginning of summer 2020),” Blades
said. “This was driven very much by under-40-horsepower
tractors. It was a unique thing that had to do with people
investing in their homes and property (during the pandemic).
That’s driven the market the last year and a half (prior to the
surge in ag sales).”

The uptick in sales continues even as the equipment in-
dustry deals with ongoing issues in the supply chain, ranging
from a shortage of everything from microchips, steel, labor
and transportation to uncomfortably tight supplies of foam
seating.

“The supply chain issues are real,” Blades said. “Fortu-
nately, since ag is considered an essential business, a lot of
those disruptions we’ve been able to plan for, but it doesn’t
make it any easier.”

(This story was distributed through a cooperative project
between Illinois Farm Bureau and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.

T QMESSEy

IMPLEMENT REPAIR

Peter Vaessen, Owner

542 US Hwy 52 ¢ Sublette, IL 61367

(815) 849-9010

Serving All Makes & Models of Farm Eqmpmeng31 ioots

JOIN LEFFELMAN
& ASSOCIATES
IN CELEBRATING
AMERICA’'S PORK
PRODUCERS

October is National Pork Month. So give thanks
the next time you bring home the bacon. It's our
honor to provide coverage for those who feed the
world. Trust in Tomorrow.®
“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual”
are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual

Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company, 2021.

N Lerrelman

Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.
Our ‘Pumi(y Protecting Your ‘Pumi(y
P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367

Sublette 849-5219
LaMoille 638-2171 ® Amboy 857-2125

S GRINNELL

MUTUAL.

dLikeuson

facebook
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Bump in beef sales to China expected to continue

By DANIEL GRANT
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON —Sub-
stantial growth of U.S. beef
exports to China this year
could be the start of a new,
long-term trend rather than
justaflashinthe pan,accord-
ing to a Rabobank report.

U.S. beef sales to China
increased more than 1,000%
involume and value ($622.5
million) the first half of the
year. And the market shows
no signs of slowing, accord-
ing to Don Close, senior vice
president of RaboResearch
and Animal Protein.

“It’s been an incredible
story,” Close told Farm-
Week. “If you look at the
strength in cattle and beef
prices globally, it all points
back to just how much beef
demand in China is driving
the market.”

How did beef consump-
tion become so much more
popularin China, the world’s
top producer and consumer
of pork? Close believes sev-
eral factors came together to
enhance the shift.

“What’s driving it has
been, first off, ASF (African
swine fever). It drove hog
and pork prices to levels that
narrowed the price spread
in China between beef and
pork and stimulated a lot
more (beef) sales,” Close
said. “Andthenwith COVID,
people learned to start cook-
ing (beef) athome, and that’s
where consumption really
ratcheted up. Traditionally,
beef consumption in China
was away from home.”

Improved market access
under the Phase One Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement
also helped position the U.S.

U.S. beef exports to China increased more than 1,000% in the first half of the year.
RaboResearch and Animal Protein Senior Vice President Don Close expects the upward
trend to continue. (Illinois Farm Bureau file photo)

as a greater player in the
Chinese beef market. And,
the Rabobank report predicts
strong beef sales to China
will continue.

“Giventhe circumstances
ofchanging eating habits and
changingtaste preferences in
China, and their inability to
substantially increase their
own cattle and beef produc-
tion, (the Chinese) will be
a major import player on
the beef side for quite some
time,” Close said.

Overall, U.S. beefexports
increased 18% the first half
of the year, compared to the
sametime lastyear, valued at
a record $4.64 billion.

U.S. beef sales to the
top two markets, Japan and
South Korea, also increased
while sales to Mexico, a
critical destination for rounds

and other underutilized cuts,
increased 15% in volume
the first half of the year, the
U.S.Meat Export Federation
reported.

Exports equated to about
$351 per head of fed slaugh-
ter in June and could help
drive better cattle price
opportunities.

“There’s no doubt there’s
been tremendous frustration
in the domestic market. It
all has to do with leverage,”
Close said. “The available
supply of market ready cattle
overpowered our slaughter
capacity and the leverage
vastly shifted in favor of the
packer. If you take the July
cattle on feed and inventory
reports, we’ve finally worked
through the huge backlog of
cattle and we’ve had three
months oflowerplacements,”

he continued. “As we get to
the third and fourth quarters,
the available supply of cat-
tle will show a noticeable
contraction,” which should
support cattle prices.

Rabobank’s China beef
market report also found the
Chinese generally view cattle
as a “sustainable superstar,”
Close said.

“They’re placing cattle
with small producers as
income enhancements,” he
added. “And they’re paying
them to feed a lot of forages
and field waste that they
traditionally burned.”

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau andthe lllinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.)

University of Illinois Feed Technology Center open for business

By Lauren Quinn

URBANA - Afternearly
two years of construction,
the new Feed Technology
Center at the University
of Illinois is complete and
open for business. Bringing
this facility online cements
the university’s role as a
national leader in animal
nutrition innovation and
signals its active collabo-
ration with the grain, live-
stock, companion animal,
and feed industries.

Instead of an in-person
grand opening, a behind-the-
scenes video series and fact
sheet share the facility with
students, alumni, donors, and
potential users, regardless of
location. A first-look video,
featuring leaders from the
College of Agricultural,
Consumer and Environmen-
tal Sciences at Illinois, as
well as facility sponsors, is
now available on the Feed
Technology Center’s web
page. Additional videos,
highlighting the center’s
capabilities and research
impacts, will be posted in
the coming months.

“The Feed Technology
Center is a game-changing
assetthat elevates our ability
to live into our land-grant
mission,” said Kim Kid-
well, dean of the College
of ACES. “This facility

“This facility not only expands our ability to conduct
innovative research and train the next generation of
leaders in animal nutrition, it gives us a new avenue
to reach out to industry stakeholders and provide
continuing education opportunities.”

not only expands our abil-
ity to conduct innovative
research and train the next
generation of leaders in an-
imal nutrition, it gives us a
new avenue to reach out to
industry stakeholders and
provide continuing educa-
tion opportunities.”

The $20-million facility
on South Race Street in Ur-
bana replaces the 1920s-era
feed mill on St. Mary’s
Road, originally built to pro-
cessuniversity-grown grain
and feed university-owned
livestock. The new Feed
Technology Center’s capa-
bilities go far beyond that
intent, with state-of-the-art
processing and sensor tech-
nologies delivering standard
and specialized small-batch
research diets, as well as
unparalleled hands-on ed-
ucational opportunities for
students across the College
of ACES.

More than 20 compa-
nies, commodity groups,
and private individuals

donated funds or equipment
to the project as part of a
unique public-private fund-
ing model, fast-tracking
the build after decades of
planning. The project in-
vites additional donations.

“The companies, orga-
nizations, and individuals
supporting the project part-
nered with us to continue the
university’s preeminence in
animal nutrition and feed
manufacturing. This facili-
ty and ongoing partnerships
will move the entire indus-
try forward,” said Kimberly
Meenen, assistant dean for
advancement in the College
of ACES. “We continue
to seek financial support
of the Feed Technology
Center and welcome other
stakeholders to join us in
this investment.”

The 12,000-square-foot
facility is optimized with
leading-edge equipment,
including smart sensors
to monitor feed ingredient
quality in real time; digital

To be a part of the monthly
Farmer’s Report, contact

your ad representative at
dhe
L AThefAmboy;News

Reporter

7703 Illinois Ave. * Mendota IL 61342
Ph: (815) 539-9396 * Fax: (815) 539-7862
www.mendotareporter.com

News

245 E. Main St. * Amboy, IL 61310
Ph: (815) 857-2311 * Fax: (815) 857-2517
www.amboynews.com

09282016

—Kim Kidwell, dean of the College of ACES

automation tools to ensure
precise diet formulations;
a standalone extrusion line
to create high-quality pet
and livestock feeds; cur-
rent safety and sanitation
features; and more.

“We have incredible
opportunities here at the
Feed Technology Center,
for students, research-
ers, and industry partners
alike,” said facility man-
ager Michaela Braun. “The
equipment not only makes it
possible for students to gain
exposure to the complete
modern feed-production
process, from whole grain
storage to pelleting and
extrusion, but also makes
real-time data available
to researchers at multiple
points in the process. It’s all
here to advance the animal
agriculture industry.”

In addition to developing
and testing novel feeds and
pet foods, the facility will
allow students to safely gain
first-hand experience with
the latest feed technologies,
positioning them as future
leaders in the industry. Re-
al-time sensor data will be
uniquely leveraged in new
courses in precision agri-
culture, digital agriculture,
bioinformatics, and courses
within the new Computer
Science + Animal Sciences
degree.

“Working with our gen-
erous donors to turn the
Feed Technology Center
from a dream into reality
has been a career highlight
for me,” said Rodney John-
son, head of the Department
of Animal Sciences at U
of I. “I am so excited to
have finished on time and
on budget. Our faculty
and students are excited to
utilize the facility to work
on the industry-relevant
research our partners count
on us for.”

To catch the entire video
series, check the website
often or follow us on so-
cial media. And, for more
details on the facility’s
capabilities, see our fact
sheet.
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Mike Evans, lead volunteer with the McHenry County Conservation District, demon-
strates how volunteers take water samples from the woodchip bioreactor. The samples
are then frozen until they can be delivered to the lab in Champaign for testing. Evans
took part in an event in Woodstock that was part of Illinois Farm Bureau’s Nutrient
Stewardship Field Days. (Illinois Farm Bureau photo by Raelynn Parmely)

Bioreactor technology emerges as
powerful tool for nutrient stewardship

By CHRISTOPHER
HEIMERMAN
For lllinois Press Assoc.

WOODSTOCK — Corn
and soybean farmer Michael
Ganschow was an easy re-
cruit for Lauren Lurkins, the
[llinois Farm Bureau’s direc-
tor of environmental policy,
as she was encouraging
farmers to install woodchip
bioreactors on their farms.

“I met Lauren in 2016,
and less than two years
later, she’s showing up at
my farm with equipment,
digging a hole and filling it
withwoodchips,” Ganschow
said to a crowd of farmers,
agriculture leaders and state
and national representatives
and staff Tuesday morning at
the latest in the IFB’s series
of Nutrient Stewardship
Field Days.

Ganschow is a sixth-gen-
eration farmer in Bureau
County, and his grandfather
was among the first Illinois
farmers to implement no-till
practices.

“Conservation has always
been a big part of what we
do,” he said.

A woodchip bioreactor
might sound like something
straight out of Marvel Com-
ics. Inreality, it’s essentially a
trench filled with woodchips
that filter out nitrates that
would otherwise pollute tile
drainage water, and then
streams, and then the Missis-
sippiRiver, and then the Gulf
of Mexico. You get the idea.

Once a pipe system di-
rects drainage water through
control structures and into
the bioreactor, bacteria in
the woodchips eat the ni-
trates from fertilizers that go
unused by crops, and then
convert those nitrates into
nitrogen gas that’s justas safe
forthe environment as the 78
percent of stable nitrogen in
the air we breathe.

“Itsounds like something
out of ‘Iron Man,’ but really
it’satrench full of woodchips
withalittle bit of plumbing,”
said Laura Christianson,
assistant professor with the
University of Illinois’ De-
partment of Crop Sciences,
which monitors 15 of the
50 or so bioreactors around
the state.

The McHenry County
Conservation District, in
partnership with the local
and state Farm Bureaus,
installed a 30-by-30-foot
bioreactor last summer just
north of Woodstock, where
nearly 100 people gathered
Tuesday to learn about the
technology.

State Reps. Steve Reick,
R-Woodstock, and Tom We-
ber, R-Fox Lake, attended the
event, along with staff from
Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton’s
office and the office of U.S.
Rep. Lauren Underwood,
D-West Chicago.

“Our farmers are always
asking three questions: How
much does it cost. How hard
is it to maintain it? And does
it work?” Lurkins said.

First things first, it cost
nearly $10,000 to build the
McHenry County bioreactor,
and there will be another
investment 10 or 15 years
down the road, when the
woodchips need replacing
— or recharging, as Chris-
tianson calls it.

But does it work? Abso-
lutely, according to the water

samples MCCD volunteers
had collected, frozen and sent
to Christianson for analysis
since May 1.

The bioreactor converted
about 80 of the 150 pounds
of nitrate into nitrogen gas —
roughly 53 percent.

“It’s working, and it’s
working well,” Christianson
said, adding that the state’s
bioreactors on average re-
move about 25 percent of
nitrates.

Most of those other sites
followed the federal govern-
ment’s rectangular blueprint
for a bioreactor, which local
Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service offices use when
they help farmers design their
trenches.

Christianson and herteam,
weighingmyriad factors atthe
McHenry County site, cus-
tom-designed asquare trench
that works like a dream.

The bioreactors are rel-
atively new technology, so
it’s being rapidly developed
through experimentation.
Ganschow’s trench, for in-
stance, is wide open. Most
others are sealed with a plas-
tic sheet and then graded, so
you might not know you’re
standing on top of it.

He was joined on a panel
Tuesday by Jeff Kirwan, an
IFB Board member who’s
considering installing a sec-
ond bioreactor at his Mercer

County farm near the Quad
Cities, and a third corn and
soybean farmer, Brian Cork-
ill, whose Henry County
farm splits the distance
between Peoria and Moline.

Whereas Ganschow and
Kirwan had plenty of inside
knowledge because of their
close work with the bureau,
Corkill began the process
the way Christianson rec-
ommended all farmers do:
He reached out to his local
NRCS office.

The bioreactor was the
next logical step for Corkill,
given his commitment to
stewardship through no-till
farming, cover crops, and
only fertilizing as much as
necessary.

Reick asked the panel
how many woodchip biore-
actors would be needed to
reach the nation’s conserva-
tion goals.

Christianson said it will
take 60,000 bioreactors and
better stewardship across the
board to turn the tide.

“We need every practice,
and wide use of every prac-
tice,” she said. “But it starts
one bioreactor at a time.”

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the Illinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Jeff Kirwan, a Mercer County farmer, speaks during
an event in Woodstock about the value of a woodchip
bioreactor to his operations. He said he’s considering
installing a second bioreactor on his farm. (Illinois Farm
Bureau photo by Raelynn Parmely)
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Male piglets less resilient to stress
when moms get sick during pregnancy

By Lauren Quinn

URBANA — When pigs
get hit with significant ill-
nesses during key stages of
pregnancy, their immune re-
sponse may negatively affect
developing piglets, making
them less productive on the
farm. New research from the
University of Illinois shows
that when those piglets — es-
pecially males — experience
a second stressor in early
life, they are at higher risk
of neurodevelopmental and
other neurological anoma-
lies, putting them at an even
greater disadvantage in pro-
duction settings.

“With more information
about maternal illness, what
we call maternal immune
activation, we can make
better decisions abouthow to
handle these types of immune
challenges within animal
production settings,” said
Marissa Keever-Keigher,
doctoral student in the De-
partment of Animal Sciences
atIllinois and lead researcher
on the study.

Studying brain develop-
ment in the domestic pig
is relevant on the farm, of
course, but pig studies can
also inform human neuro-
developmental research.
That’s because the pig’s
development, genetics, brain
structure, and more are very
similar to our own.

In previous pig studies
looking at the effects of
maternal immune activation,
Keever-Keigher and her
colleagues showed import-
ant genetic changes occur
in the piglet amygdala, a
brain structure that plays an
important role in learning,
social behavior, and stress
response in both humans
and pigs.

Theresearchers also knew
from primate and rodent
studies thata second immune
challenge, knownasadouble
hit, can further disrupt typical
brain development in young
animals. Totestthe doublehit
hypothesis in pigs, the team
chose weaning as the second
challenge.

“While weaning is not
itself an immune challenge,
it is an extremely stressful
time during a piglet’s life
and can elicit an immune re-
sponse,” said Haley Rymut,
doctoral student in animal
sciences and co-author on
the study. “Piglets have to
deal with a broad array of
stressors, including physical
stressors from being handled
and moved, and emotional
stressors from being taken
away from the mom and
placed with their peers. Any
ofthose physical or emotion-
al stressors can kick off an
immune response.”

The researchers looked
at a combination of factors
for piglets in the study:

whether or not their moms
were infected with porcine
reproductive and respiratory
syndrome virus (PRRSV)
during gestation, and wheth-
er or not they were weaned
at 21 days of age, the typical
age in production settings.
They also noted the sex of
the piglets, as their earlier
research indicated male pig-
lets showed more changes in
the amygdala as a result of
maternal illness.

“Using high throughput
sequencing technologies,
we were able to monitor the
levels of more than 16,000
genes in the pigs. We uncov-
ered more than 100 genes and
molecular pathways affected
by either maternal immune
activation, weaning, sex, or
a combination of factors in
the amygdala on day 22 for
all piglets. The effect of pre-
and postnatal stressors on
neuropeptide genes confirms
the plasticity of the infant
brain during development
to respond and adapt to
challenges,” said Sandra
Rodriguez-Zas, professor in
animal sciences and faculty
advisor to Keever-Keigher
and Rymut. Rodriguez-Zas
is principal investigator of
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture-funded study.

Many of the genes ex-
pressed at higher or low-
er-than-typical rates in
weaned piglets from vi-
rus-infected mothers have
been associated with autism
spectrum disorder (ASD)
and schizophrenia spectrum
disorder (SSD) in previous
studies. Butgenesrelevantto
other neurological disorders
were affected too.

“Wealso found changes in
expression of genes associ-
ated with neurodegenerative
diseases like Huntington’s
and Alzheimer’s disease,”
Keever-Keigher said.

Asinthescientists’previ-
ous work, the double hit af-
fected male piglets more than
females, with greater dysreg-
ulation of genes in the amyg-
dala. The researchers found
evidence of more protective
pathways in female brains,
giving them an advantage
in handling stressful events.

Thestudy providesvaluable
clues for researchers studying
ASD, SSD,and neurodegener-
ative disordersinhumans, even
though some aspects mightnot
translate directly.

Rymut said, “For most
children, weaning isn’t near-
ly as stressful as it is for pigs
in a production setting. But
many other traumatic events
early in childhood could set
up that double hit.”

On the farm, pigs from
virus-infected mothers often
show anti-social behaviors.
Because pigs are typically
group-housed and fed via
communal feeders, pigs that
don’t like being around their
peers are often last to feed
and generally more stressed,
leading to slower growth
rates and lower overall body
condition scores.

“The lesson for swine
producers, I think, is to be
really mindful of stressful
conditions in the production
cycle, and try to mitigate
those as much as we can
in order to create the most
productive and healthy live-
stock animals and benefit
producers’ bottom lines,”
Keever-Keigher said.

Rymut added, “Also,
knowing how the different
sexes respond could help
producers manage animals
that are less likely to be pro-
ductiveasaresultof maternal
immune activation.”

The article, “Interacting
impact of maternal inflam-
matory response and stress
on the amygdala transcrip-
tome of pigs,” is published in
G3 Genes|Genomes|Genet-
ics[DOI: 10.1093/g3journal/
jkab113]. The research was
supported by the National
Institutes of Health and the
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s “Dual Purpose for
Dual Benefit” program (grant
number2018-67015-27413).
Rod Johnson, professor and
head of the Department of
Animal Sciences is co-in-
vestigator on the grant and
co-author on the G3 paper.

The Department of Ani-
malSciences isinthe College
of Agricultural, Consumer
and Environmental Sciences
at the University of Illinois.
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