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ROCHELLE – The 
Nov. 10 episode of the 
Investigation Discov-
ery channel’s “Still a 
Mystery” TV show was 
hard to watch for Sandy 
Halsne and Keith Smith. 

The episode covered 
the death of the Rochelle 
couple’s son, 23-year-
old Tyler Smith. Tyler, 
a graduate of Rochelle 
Township High School 
and Western Illinois Uni-
versity, was found dead 
on Sept. 15, 2018 in Cedar 
Fork Creek in Galesburg. 
He was a in the Army 
National Guard and was 
in the area at the time for 
drill training. 

After the Galesburg 
Police Department ini-
tiated the investigation 
into Smith’s death and 
ruled it accidental from 
drowning, the Illinois 
State Police Division of 
Criminal Investigation 
got in-volved in Sept. 
2020 and launched an 
investigation into Tyler’s 
case that is still ongoing.  

The Nov. 10 show 
brought back “a lot of 
raw emotions” for Halsne 
and Smith. The producers 
of the show filmed at the 
couple’s home for a day 
10 months ago. 

“I think I had to watch 
it a couple of times to 
take it all in,” Halsne 
said. “Because we hadn’t 
seen it. It was new to us 
like everybody else. We 
just didn’t know how 
they were going to put it 
together. But it was hard. 
We watched it together, 
just Keith and I. We 
didn’t want anybody else 
around. We just wanted to 
be together and watch it.”

Halsne said she thought 
the show, which aired for 
a half hour, didn’t have 
the time to cover what her 
family has been through 
in the past three years. 
She and Smith have been 
working over that time to 
find answers about what 
happened to their son. 

Tyler’s mother said 
last week that she speaks 
to the state police task 
force investigating her 
son’s case “at least week-
ly.” 

Show focuses
on death of
county man
State police still investigating 
2018 death of 23-year-old

MOUNT MORRIS – Berry 
View Orchard has graciously 
offered to furnish hot apple cider 
donuts as part of the Light the 
Village Square Christmas light-
ing ceremony on opening night 
Saturday, Dec. 4 starting at 5 p.m.  

They will also be offering 
fresh donuts for sale in quantities 
to take home. The donuts will 
be in addition to pulled pork 
sandwiches and hot dogs being 

served along with hot apple cider 
refreshments all in exchange for 
cash donations that will support 
the local Loaves and Fishes Food 
Pantry as well as the Mt. Morris 
Senior Center. 

Opening night events will 
include Santa Claus visiting with 
the kids and finding out what they 
want for Christmas, he will be in 
his sleigh and out of the wind. The 
Mt. Morris Library Foundation 

will be providing books for the 
first 200 kids to visit Santa as 
well. Judging of the Christmas 
Tree Decorating Contest will take 
place with winners being award-
ed cash Prizes curtesy of the Mt. 
Morris branch of the Rockford 
Bell Credit Union. 

Light sandwiches, hot apple 
cider and fresh hot apple cider 
donuts will be served in exchange 
for cash donations benefitting the 

Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry 
as the Mt. Morris Senior Center 
this year. We may have Carolers 
singing Christmas songs and the 
big event will be the lighting of 
tens of thousands of Christmas 
lights on the entire two city blocks 
of the downtown Campus.  

So, mark your calendar for 
Saturday, Dec. 4 starting at 5 p.m. 
for some holiday fun you surely 
won’t want to miss.

Mount Morris Christmas lighting ceremony opens on Dec. 4

Oregon Music Garage owner John Lindhorst gets ready to open the doors 
at the new business on Saturday, Nov. 20. The Oregon Music Garage is just 
behind Ukulele Station America on IL Rt. 64. Ground was broken on the 
project in June 2020. The Oregon Music Garage will sell ukuleles and other 
stringed instruments, including acoustic guitars and banjos as well as other 
musical equipment. (Brad Jennings photos) 

Oregon Music Garage opens

 See DEATH Page 2A
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“They keep the lines 
of communication open,” 
Halsne said. “That’s huge 
for a family that doesn’t 
know what’s going on. 
We have tons of leads 
and they’re going through 
every one of them and 
looking into them. With 
what they were left with, 
I feel like they’ve done 
a really good job and 
they’ve been very good 
to us.”

Halsne said she and 
Smith’s biggest goal since 
the beginning is to find out 
what happened to their 

son. They want to know 
why it happened and if 
others were involved, 
they want them to be held 
accountable with an arrest 
and conviction. 

“We’re not going to 
give up,” Halsne said. 
“I’m in it for the long 
haul until the good Lord 
takes me, if it takes that 
long. We both are. I’m 
confident at some point 
the truth is going to come 
out.”

Before Sept. 2018, 
Tyler planned to go to the 
San Jose Police Academy 
in California. He had aspi-
rations of being a canine 

officer and DEA agent. 
With his law enforce-

ment goals, Halsne often 
wonders how Tyler would 
handle the situation she’s 
in. She thinks about how 
she and Keith would be 
going out to California 
to see him if he were still 
alive. 

“He worked really 
hard to get where he was 
at and it’s frustrating,” 
Halsne said. “He was a 
hard worker. I always 
wonder why it happened 
to him. It’s not my place 
to say why. But there’s a 
purpose. Something good 
has to come from this. I 

don’t know what. But you 
have to think that way to 
make it through the day.”

In late 2018, Halsne 
started a Facebook page 
called Justice For Tyler 
Smith dedicated to find-
ing answers about her son. 
The page now has over 
11,000 followers. She 
said it’s helped “turn the 
wheels” on getting more 
eyes on Tyler’s case. 

Halsne said after the 
“Still a Mystery” show 
aired she had “tons” of 
people reach out to her 
and the Facebook page 
with messages of support. 

“And I didn’t even 

know the people that 
reached out,” Halsne 
said. “They said they’re 
sorry for our loss and that 
they’ll continue to follow 
his case and do what they 
can to help. It’s getting 
out there more. People 
are talking about it. And 
that’s what we need. We 
need the public eye on it. It 
just takes that one person 
to say, ‘Oh my gosh. I saw 
that happen. But I didn’t 
think an-ything of it.’”

The uncertainty sur-
rounding Tyler’s death 
has complicated the grief 
process for his family, 
Halsne said. She doesn’t 

believe they’ve had the 
chance to grieve yet and 
won’t be until they find 
answers.  

“We never thought our 
son would be going off to 
drill and never coming 
home again,” Halsne said. 
“You see things like that 
on TV, just like we were 
last week. It can happen. 
And it hap-pened to the 
wrong person. It’s frus-
trating, but we just keep 
pushing. We’ve hit so 
many road-blocks. But 
you just keep pushing to 
find out. 

‘Because I know my 
son would do that for me.”

Continued from Page 1A

DEATH: He wanted to become a canine officer and DEA agent

* Kathy Wragg has 
accepted the position of 
Director following Barb 
Burke’s retirement in 
February. 

* We are pleased to an-
nounce Exercise will be 
back at the Senior Center 
starting in January 2022. 
We will  be working 
with Ronna Wheeler 
Certified Instructor from 
the YMCA, Dixon.  On 
Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 9 a.m. 
we will have a meet and 
greet with Ronna. We are 
inviting all of our former 
and new exercisers to 
attend. Please call and let 
us know you will be join-
ing us.  815-946-3818.

* Friday, Dec. 10 
come play BINGO start-
ing at 10 a.m. and enjoy 
a special festive treat 
afterwards. 

* Our Golden Adven-
ture Group will meet at 
9:30 a.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 13 at The Maple 
Pancake House, 405 5th 
Ave, Sterling. Call the 
Center and sign up by 
Thursday, Dec. 9.  If you 
need a ride, please let us 
know.

* Mexican Train will 
be played on Wednes-
day’s starting on Dec. 1 
at noon.

* Senior Center will be 
closed Wednesday, Dec. 
22 and will re-open on 
Monday, Jan. 3.   Wishing 
a happy holiday season 
to all.

Senior 
Center 
announces 
activities

OREGON – St. Bride’s 
Episcopal Church is hav-
ing a Christmas bake sale 
and rummage sale on 
Saturday, Dec. 4 from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m.

The church is located at 
1000 Rte. 64 West.

Church hosting 
rummage and 
bake sale Dec. 4

The Byron High School 
Chamber and Treble Choir 
are inviting the public to their 
madrigal performance being 
held on Sunday, Dec. 12 at 
2:30 p.m. The performance 
will be held in the Middle 
School Theater. No dinner is 
involved this year, the per-
formance will be madrigal 
songs and a skit. Tickets can 
be purchased before the event 
by calling Mrs. Harn, vocal 
director, at 234-5491, or they 
are available at the door. The 
tickets are $8 per person. All 
seats are general seating.  

Madrigal
performance



The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining 

Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR NEED OUR 
SUPPORT SUPPORT 

NOW MORE NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE:• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS.PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will 
mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAYTODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
• BY MAIL:• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.
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 The Daughters of the Amer-

ican Revolution’s Rochelle 
Chapter has participated in the 
Wreaths Across America pro-
gram in Rochelle including St. 
Patricks, Lawnridge, and Trinity 
Cemeteries for several years, but 
has recently expanded its efforts 
to include Daysville Cemetery, 
near Oregon, where Revolution-
ary War soldier Daniel Day and 
many other veterans are buried. 

The chapter is asking for the 
public’s help to continue those 
efforts, sponsor wreaths, and 
participate in its Wreaths Across 
America days at any of the above 
locations.

Rochelle Chapter members 
have recently been working to 
identify each veteran buried at 
Daysville Cemetery. About 200 
Daysville veteran burial loca-
tions have been identified so far, 
which adds a significant number 
to the chapter’s fundraising goal 
to place wreaths at each veteran’s 
grave for the holiday season.

The mission of the Wreaths 
Across America program is to 

Remember, Honor, and Teach 
by coordinating wreath-laying 
ceremonies at Arlington National 
Cemetery, as well as at more the 
2,500 additional locations in all 
50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.  
When a volunteer places a wreath 
on a veteran’s grave, the Wreaths 
Across America program encour-
ages them to speak that veteran’s 
name aloud, thank them for their 
service and sacrifice, and reflect 
on that person and their life.

The public is invited to visit 
Rochelle Chapter’s Wreaths 
Across America page at https://
wreathsacrossamerica.org/
IL0136P to select from the 
cemeteries Rochelle Chapter is 
sponsoring (Daysville, Lawn-
ridge, St. Patrick’s, or Trinity) 
and select how many wreaths to 
order.  Wreaths are $15 each, will 
be delivered by Wreaths Across 
America to the Rochelle DAR, 
and brought to the cemeteries 
on the scheduled Wreaths across 
America Days.  Online entries 
are encouraged in honor of the 
purchaser’s veteran family or 

friends or in memory of those 
who have passed. Orders must 
be received by Nov. 30th to be 
included this year.

This year, Rochelle Chapter 
will hold ceremonies on two 
days. The Daysville Cemetery 
Wreaths Across America event 
will begin at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec.18.  The St. Patrick’s Cem-
etery Wreaths Across America 
event will begin at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 19 with an abbre-
viated ceremony at Lawnridge 
Cemetery to follow. All ceremo-
nies will include the placing of 
ceremonial wreaths to honor vet-
erans of each of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, the Merchant Marines, 
and POW/MIAs.  The Wreaths 
Across America ceremonies 
will be conducted regardless of 
weather conditions.

For information about the 
Daysville event or to volunteer, 
community members are en-
couraged to reach out to Chapter 
Regent Laurie Perry at lauriean-
nperry@hotmail.com or by cell: 
573-774-9483.  Community 

input about veterans buried at 
Daysville is welcome to help the 
chapter develop accurate records 
for use in later ceremonies and 
for genealogy research.  

For information about the 
Rochelle events or to volunteer 
for Dec. 19 ceremonies, commu-
nity members are encouraged to 
contact Lydia Roberts at vis.dar.
rochelle@gmail.com or at 630-
212-8057.  

Advance notice to attend and 
participate in Wreaths Across 
America Day is not required; 
however, anyone wishing to 
place a wreath at a specific veter-
an’s grave, wishing to participate 
by placing a ceremonial wreath 
or otherwise participate in the 
ceremonies themselves should 
make that known as soon as 
possible. Participation by youth, 
and adult groups is encouraged.

DAR expands Wreaths Across America to Daysville

OREGON – St. Mary Church is 
having its annual Christmas Bazaar this 
year on Saturday, Dec. 4 from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m., at the St. Mary Parish Center in 
Oregon. 

The church will be hosting a lunch, 
vendor fair, craft and bake sale,and a 
rummage sale. 

Lunch will be available to purchase 
for $10 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. This con-
sists of a jumbo loaded baked potato 
bar, a cup of homemade chili or soup, 
a dessert of your choice and beverage. 

There will be several raffles available 
this year. Raffle items include a hand-
made Christmas quilt made and donated 
by Fran Kaminski, a convertible picnic 

table made and donated by Mark Kram-
er, an original framed photo taken and 
donated by Donna Bauer and a 50/50 
raffle. There will be many basket raffles 
as well. These tickets go for $1 a piece 
or 6 for $5. Tickets can be purchased 
the day of the Bazaar or ahead of time 
at the Parish office.

We have several vendors attending 
the Bazaar this year including repre-
sentatives from Norwex, Paparazzi, 
Color Street, Pampered Chef, Scentsy, 
and Avon. We will also have several 
craft booths, including The Crafty 
Lady, Dezyn by Mary, and This N 
That by Joyce. The whole community 
is welcome. 

Church Christmas Bazaar will be on Dec. 4

Michael L Pearce, age 63, of Oregon was arrested Nov. 16 by Oregon Police 
for Aggravated Criminal Sexual Assault. 

In September of 2021 the Oregon Police began an investigation, in which 
Pearce was identified as the suspect. Investigators obtained a warrant for Pearce 
with a bond of $250,000. Pearce was taken into custody and transported to the 
Ogle County Jail. 

Oregon man arrested for aggravated sexual assault

Students at Stillman Valley High school have recently reestablished the Environ-
mental Club and are off to a busy start. Their first initiative was to bring back the 
compost bins during lunch. Members were bothered by the amount of fruits and 
vegetables that are continuously being thrown into the garbage and wanted to do 
something about it. They created posters for the lunchroom and went into classrooms 
to discuss the benefits of composting. Members of the club take out the compost after 
school each day and place it in compost bins located outside behind the school. They 
are currently working on additional recycling and fundraising projects.

Environmental Club

After a much too long 
two-year hiatus in re-
sponse to Covid precau-
tions, the moment we’ve 
been waiting for: U-Cut-It 
Christmas trees are again 
available at Sand Ridge, 
2879 S. Daysville Rd.

Years of traditions will 
be re-kindled. Families 
can again enjoy hunting 
together for their perfect 
tree.

On the day after 
Thanksgiving, the Prairie 
Preservation Society of 
Ogle County (PPSOC), 
a non-profit organization, 

began sales at 10 a.m. 
Sales continue Dec. 4-5 
between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Fir ($60), white pine 
($40), and spruce ($40) are 
available. Tall trees for ca-
thedral ceilings can also be 
found for an additional fee.

Trees are sold by 
PPSOC as a service to 
the public and to pay for 
necessary maintenance 
on the natural areas in the 
preserve.

Sand Ridge is a great 
place to visit even without 
the bonus of Christmas 
trees. With hills of waving 

prairie grasses and forbs 
(wild flowers) and stands 
of evergreen, it provides a 
quiet beauty and sense of 
peace to those fortunate 
to stop there. The sound 
of the breezes in the trees 
and their invigorating 
scent provide moments 
transported to the north 
woods.

Surrounded by tow-
ering white pines which 
block the sight of corn-
fields and houses, it is a 
place set apart – a peaceful 
sanctuary from the ev-
eryday.

U-Cut-It Christmas trees are back this year

BYRON – Byron Bank is proud to 
participate in the Toys for Tots program 
during the 2021 holiday season.

“Byron Bank is excited to help Toys 
for Tots brighten the holidays for fam-
ilies in our communities,” said Bank 
President, Brent Baker. “We take great 
pride in serving as a collection location 
and believe we all have the chance to 
positively impact local families.” 

Toys for Tots is run by the United 
State Marine Corps Reserve and has 
distributed toys to less fortunate youth 
since 1947. 

The program has supported 272 mil-

lion children to date thanks to generous 
community engagement. 

“I would like to thank the community 
for their continued generosity through 
challenging times,” said Heather Tins-
man, Toys for Tots Coordinator. “Toys 
for Tots could not provide for our 750 
children locally without community 
support and I look forward to another 
successful campaign of giving every 
child a Christmas.”  

Drop-off new, unwrapped toys (don’t 
forget teens and pre-teens) at any Byron 
Bank location from Nov. 29 through 
Dec. 11. 

Byron Bank collection location for Toys for Tots
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Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Oregon Police, 
Byron Police, Polo Police, Mt. Morris 

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police, will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
will not be considered or honored at 
any time.

Report policy
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STILLMAN VAL-
LEY – Daniel E. Stock-
ing, age 51, died Friday, 
Nov. 19, 2021 at Swedish 
American Hospital in 
Rockford. He was born 
July 15, 1970 in Rockford 
the son of Ronald and 
Joyce (Barth) Stocking.  

Dan graduated from 
Oregon High School in 
1988. He then obtained 
his Associates Degree 
from Kishwaukee Com-
munity College in Malta, 
Ill., and his Bachelor’s 
Degree from Northern 
Illinois University. Dan 
worked for approximately 
20 years at Action Tool 
in Rockford as a Quality 
Control Manager. He was 
a member of the Emman-
uel Lutheran Church in 
Paynes Point where he 
served as Treasurer. He 
was active on the com-
mittee of the Chana Play 
Day where they raise 

funds for food pantries 
and scholarships. He loved 
to snowmobile and was 
active in the Nebeshone 
Snowmobile Club in Still-
man Valley. Everyone was 
a friend to Dan and he 
usually knew their name. 
Dan was always willing 
to help people.  

He was predeceased 
by his grandparents and 2 
uncles Richard Barth and 
Glenn Stocking.  

He is survived by his 

parents Ron and Joyce 
Stocking of Oregon, 2 
brothers; Tim (Karen) 
Stocking of South Elgin, 
IL and Mark Stocking of 
Oregon, his sweetie for 15 
years Heidi Julia and her 
daughters Samantha Julia 
(Spencer Lentz) and Abi-
gail Julia all of Stillman 
Valley, twin nephew and 
niece Mathew and Sarah.  

Funeral service was 11 
a.m., Wednesday, Nov. 
24, 2021 at the Emman-
uel Lutheran Church at 
Paynes Point with the Rev. 
Andrew Kayes officiating. 
Visitation was from 4-7 
p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 23, 
2021, at the Farrell-Hol-
land-Gale Funeral Home, 
136 W. Roosevelt Road in 
Stillman Valley.  Burial at 
the Emmanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery. A memorial 
fund is established in 
Dan’s name for the Chana 
Play Day.  

Daniel E. Stocking

MOUNT MORRIS – 
Pauline Vivian Stengel, 
age 101, passed away on 
Friday, Nov. 19, 2021 in 
Oregon Living & Rehab 
center, Oregon. Pauline 
was born on March 13, 
1920 in rural Polo; the 
daughter of Clarence and 
Edith Amanda (Carpten-
ter) Hammer. She grad-
uated from Polo High 
School. Pauline married 
Myron Stengel on April 
29, 1944 in Polo. Pau-
line worked at Kable 
News Company and she 
worked the family farm.

Pauline was a mem-
ber of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Mt. Morris. She 
loved to pray, work out-
doors, and read; she was 
a kind person who loved 
to talk with others, but 
most of all she was a 
quiet person.

Pauline is survived 
by daughter:  Nancy 
(Marvin) Edler, rural 
Pearl City; Son Larry 
(Avolene) Stengel, rural 
Mt. Morris; daughter 
in law: Carol Stengel; 
grandchildren: Lance, 
Josh, and Heather; 1 

step-grandson: Howie; 
and 7 great grandchil-
dren; sister in law: Gerri 
Hammer.

Pauline is preceded 
in death by her parents; 
husband: Myron; son: 
Robert; brothers: Glenn 
and Russell; half-sisters: 
Valdene and Grace; and 
sister in law: Beverly.

Funeral services will 
be held in West Grove 
Cemetery.

Memoria ls  to  the 
Rockford Rescue Mis-
sion and/or Mt. Morris 
Public Library.

Pauline Vivian Stengel

Harlan Ray Diehl, 88, 
of Freeport, passed away 
Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021 
at Javon Bea Hospital in 
Rockford. He was born 
March 31, 1933 in Free-
port to Merle and Edith 
(DeWall) Diehl. 

On Feb. 21, 1952 he 
married Lola Mae Duits-
man at Prairie Dell Church 
in Shannon. Lola Mae 
passed away Aug. 26, 
2011. Harlan was a life-
long farmer. He was a 
member of First United 
Methodist Church in For-
reston. He enjoyed going 
to the Freeport Raceway 
with his brother Mervin, 
dirt track and NASCAR 
racing, attending live mu-
sic shows and traveling, 

especially to Branson, Mo. 
He is survived by his 

daughter Debra (John) 
Gitz of Freeport; son Terry 
(Karen) Diehl of Forres-
ton; two sisters Bernita 
Runte of Freeport, and 
Violet Frederick of Free-
port; four grandchildren 
Scott (Christine) Gitz, Tim 
(Kari) Gitz, Tony Diehl, 

and Todd (Jami) Diehl; 
six great-grandchildren 
Violet Diehl, Lily Diehl, 
Jalayna Diehl, Hannah 
Gitz, Jazlyn Diehl, and 
Phoenix Diehl; and special 
friend Glenda Carter of 
Machesney Park. 

Preceding Harlan in 
death are his parents, wife, 
and brother Mervin. 

Funeral services were 
1 p.m. Monday, No. 22, 
2021 at First United Meth-
odist Church in Forreston 
with Pastor Sung-Eun Kim 
officiating. A visitation 
was held from noon until 
the time of service. Burial 
will be in Chapel Hill Me-
morial Gardens. A memo-
rial has been established in 
Harlan’s memory.

Harlan Ray Diehl

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY – Emery L. Hayes, 
age 88, died Monday, 
Nov. 22, 2021 at his home 
in Stillman Valley. He 
was born Dec. 31, 1932 
near Kings, Illinois the 
son of Earl and Amy 
(Lathrop) Hayes.  

Emery attended Kings 
Schools and graduated 
from Stillman Valley 
High School. He mar-
ried Jeannine Tegner 
on March 23, 1968 at 
Grace Lutheran Church 
in Loves Park. She pre-
ceded him in death on 
April 17, 2021. He was 
a lifelong farmer in the 
White Rock area prior 
to his retirement when he 
then moved to Stillman 
Valley. Emery served his 
country in the US Army 
during the Korean War 
and was a life member 
of the Rochelle VFW 
Post 3878, the Stillman 
Valley American Legion, 
and the Rochelle Wild-

life Conservation Club. 
He previously served 
as an Elder at the Kings 
Presbyterian Church. He 
was a hard worker all his 
life. He enjoyed having 
coffee with the guys at 
the local restaurants and 
also taking road trips with 
his wife Jeannine.  

He was predeceased 
by his parents, wife 
Jeannine, sister LaVonne 
Huebner and her husband 
Earl, and brother-in-law 
Pablo Chavez.  

He is survived by his 
daughter Diane (Brian) 

Mills of Oregon, brother 
Lowell (Jeanne) Hayes 
of Kings, sister Adelaide 
Chavez of Walnut Creek, 
Calif., and Many Nieces 
and Nephews.  

Funeral service will 
be held 11 a.m., Mon-
day, Nov. 29, 2021 at 
the Farrell-Holland-Gale 
Funeral Home, 136 W. 
Roosevelt Road in Still-
man Valley, with the Rev. 
Janet Wold pastor of 
the All Saints Lutheran 
Church in Byron offi-
ciating. Visitation will 
be prior to the service at 
the funeral home from 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Please 
wear a mask to attend 
the service. Burial will 
be in the White Rock 
Cemetery near Kings. A 
memorial fund is estab-
lished in Emery’s name 
and may be directed to 
the family. Visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com 
to leave a condolence or 
memory.

Emery L. Hayes

RRC sets upcoming programs

Richard James Toops 
(Rick) passed away 
unexpectedly at home 
in Rockford I on Oct, 
19, 2021 at the age of 
63. Rick was born on 
Nov. 18, 1957 to James 
and Marguerite (Maas) 
Toops.

Rick was a 1975 gradu-
ate of Byron High School 
where he participated in 
many athletics. He also 
attended Augustana Col-
lege. Rick worked in the 
construction industry in 
the Chicago and Los An-
geles area for many years. 
He eventually moved 
back to the Rockford area 
and started working in 
industrial Industries. He 
retired from Delta power 
hydraulic company in 
Rockford in 2019.

Survived by his wife 
Sharon K Chamerlain 
and stepchildren. Chil-

dren Nathan and Me-
lissa Toops of the Ro-
meoville Chicago area. 
Brothers James Toops 
of Huntsville, Ala., and 
Ronald Toops of Byron. 
Sister Beverly (Paul) 
Fermanich of Rockford. 
Nephews Eric and Chris 
Toops, Nicholas Toops, 
Dennis (Dawn) Fer-
manich, Douglas (Lisa) 
Fermanich, Daniel (Tra-
ci) Fermanich, David 
(Shannon) Fermanich 
Nieces Monica (Tyler) 

Hyndman, Kayla ( Erik) 
Braun and Diane (John) 
Thibodeau and many 
aunts and uncles and 
cousins. 

Predeceased by his 
parents James and Mar-
guerite (Maas) Toops. 
Paternal grandparents 
Clarence H and Cecilia L 
(Kottenstette) Toops and 
Maternal grandparents 
Ike and Ada (DeVries) 
Maas.

Visitation will be 
on Dec. 1st at 2 p.m. 
at Ebenezer Reformed 
Church, with funeral 
services following at 2:45 
p.m. with Pastor Josiah 
Youngquist officiating. 
A private burial will be 
at Ebenezer Reformed 
Cemetery. The family re-
quests Memorial tributes 
to be directed to the Rich-
ard Toops funeral fund to 
assist with expenses.

Richard James Toops

Christmas Programs at RRC
Monday, Dec. 6, the Oregon High 

School Madrigals will be performing 
at Rock River Center from 10:30-11:30 
a.m.

Wednesday, Dec.15, the Oregon Jr. 
High Band will perform from 10:30-11 
a.m.

Monday, Dec. 20, A “Timeless” 
Christmas Sing-A-Long, featuring 
Denny Jacobs and Mike Bratt, from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. at Rock River Center

Registration requested to accommo-
date seating.  Call 815-732-3252 if you 
plan on attending.

Refreshments will be served.  Pack-
aged, unopened cookie donations 
accepted.

2021 Annual Holiday Brunch
Our Rock River Center traditional 

holiday brunch will be served on Friday, 
Dec. 17, from 9:30-11 a.m.

Our menu this year will include: Bis-
cuits and sausage gravy, vegetable egg 
casserole, sausage patties, hash brown 
potatoes, fruit salad, an assortment of 
sweets, orange juice, milk and coffee.

Cost: $8 per person / Children under 
6 Free.

Reservations must be made by Thurs-
day, Dec. 9.

Attendees will be entered into a 
drawing to win our holiday gift basket. 
Celebrate Christmas with us by wearing 
your favorite Christmas sweater.

December 2021/January 2022 Yoga 
for all Ages

Jennifer Pierce EdD, leads movement 
and exercises using yoga and mindful-
ness concepts.

Incorporating these techniques into 
your lifestyle can enhance health, 
increase strength, improve balance & 
flexibility, and reduce depression and 
anxiety.

Class day and time:  Monday and 

Wednesday, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Class dates: Dec. 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20 

and 22; Jan.3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 26, 
and 31.

Participant Information
All participants should arrive 5-10 

minutes before the class starts; bring 
a yoga mat, water bottle, and wear 
loose-fitting clothing.

Enrollment Options are as follows: 
$35: Advance Enrollment for 1 class 
a week  (1 free class); $70: Advance 
Enrollment for all 16 dates  (2 free 
classes); $5 Drop-In Rate per class  (No 
free classes).

Advance enrollment is encouraged 
to get free class time. Call RRC at 815-
732-3252 to sign up.

Medicare Annual Open Enrollment 
Period – Oct. 15-Dec. 7

Here it is again, time for the Medicare 
Annual Open Enrollment period which 
begins Oct. 15 and ends Dec. 7. This is 
the time of year for Medicare beneficia-
ries to make decisions regarding their 
Medicare drug coverage.

What can I do?
* Change from Original Medicare to 

a Medicare Advantage plan
* Change from a Medicare Advantage 

plan back to Original Medicare
* Switch from a Medicare Advantage 

plan to another Medicare Advantage plan
* Join a Medicare Prescription Drug 

plan
* Switch from one Medicare drug plan 

to another Medicare drug plan
* completely Drop your Medicare 

prescription drug coverage 
Do you need help?  Just give us a call 

here at Rock River Center where we 
have trained SHIP counselors on staff 
who can help you find your options for 
prescription drug coverage and also help 
you complete your enrollment into the 
plan of your choice. Call 815-732-3252 
for your forms to be mailed to you.  



OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER • SECTION A • PAGE 5MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2021

LOCAL NEWS

OREGON – First Fri-
days Open Mic returns 
to Northside BarbaQ’s 
theater on Dec. 3 at 7 p.m.

The show will, as al-
ways, feature a wide range 
of singers and musicians, 
each performing in 15min-
ute sets. Their styles vary, 
but the emphasis is on 
acoustic music.

 The theater is located 

in the back of the restau-
rant at 117 North 4th St. 
in Oregon. Admission to 
the show is free. 

While enjoying the 
music, you can also order 
from the Northside’s menu 
of barbequed beef, pork, 
and chicken dinners and 
sandwiches. 

Sign-up for performers 
is at 6:45 p.m.

Right, Lowell Harp, shown here with grandson TJ 
Shouer on bass, appears frequently at First Fridays 
open mics. He performs a mix of traditional country, 
traditional folk, and popular songs.

First Fridays Open 
Mic is back on Dec. 3

BYRON – The United Church of Byron is con-
tinuing their free drive-through meals throughout 
the winter and will continue this ministry as along 
as possible. 

This takes place every Tuesday evening from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. and meals will be delivered directly 
to your car. The meals are free, but donations will 
also be accepted. 

Meals will be offered to everyone on a first come, 
first serve basis until the food is gone.  

All meals will include sides (veggies, salad, and/
or fruit and dessert). Reservations are not required, 
but if you would like to reserve a meal, please call 
the church office at 815-234-8777 by noon on the 
preceding Monday. The church is located at 701 
West Second St., just south of Mary Morgan Ele-
mentary School.  

To pick up a meal, please enter the church driveway 
via Second Street and pull up at the marked desig-
nated area, and then exit onto Colfax/Tower. Even 
if you have an evening where you just need a break 
from cooking, all are invited to take advantage of 
this ministry of our church.

Byron Church will 
continue with free 
drive-through 
meals for winter

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY – The 6th Annual 
Holiday Craft/Vendor Fair 
will be on Dec. 5 from 2-7 
p.m. at the Meridian Jr 
High School, 207 W. Main 
St., in Stillman Valley.

We have over 30 Craft-
ers and Vendors – all cash 
and carry items. We also 

have a scholastic book fair, 
a place to find fantastic 
Christmas gifts. 

Stop in and visit with 
Anna, Elsa and Spiderman 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Hot chocolate and cof-
fee provided by the Still-
man Valley Fire Depart-
ment. Lots of raffles and 

opportunities to purchase 
gift cards to donate to the 
Holiday Hope Chest. 

We are running in con-

junction with the Cardinal 
Community Christmas 
going on in downtown 
Stillman from 4-7 p.m. 

Holiday craft/vendor fair is Dec. 5 in Stillman Valley

Autumn is upon Ogle County, 
and it seems folks are getting an 
early start on holiday decorating.  
Some of those light strands from 
previous years may not be work-
ing anymore and can be recycled 
very easily here in Ogle County.

The Ogle County Solid 
Waste Management Department 
(OCSWMD) is again partnering 
with local fire departments and 
villages to again offer several 
convenient drop-off boxes so 

those frustrating, nonfunctional 
holiday light strands can be 
recycled.

Starting Nov. 15, drop-off 
boxes were available at the 
following fire departments: Ro-
chelle, Byron, Stillman Valley, 
and Mt. Morris. They will be 
located at the village halls in Polo, 
Forreston, and Davis Junction, 
and Creston. Light strands are 
also accepted at the Ogle County 
courthouse and at the OCSWMD 

office at 909 Pines Road in Ore-
gon.  Boxes will remain at these 
locations until Jan. 21, 2022. 

Accepted light strands include 
Italian mini-lights, traditional 
lights, LED lights, and other 
holiday light strands.  Extension 
cords are also accepted. Mate-
rial not accepted include rope 
lights, wreaths, garland, metal 
stakes or silhouettes, live greens, 
plastic decorations, timers, and 
light packaging, plastic bags, or 

cardboard boxes. Placing just 
the light strands and cords into 
the bins increases material value 
and makes the recycling process 
more efficient for the processor.

Lights and cords will be 
shipped to Dynamic Lifecycle 
Innovations in Onalaska, Wis., to 
be recycled.  In 2020-2021, over 
1,500 pounds of material was 
collected and recycled through 
this program.

So as we prepare to untangle, 

test, and put out those holiday 
lights this season, remember 
you can help the environment 
and recycle all those strands of 
lights which have brightened 
our homes in the past but now 
refuse to light up anymore. If 
you have any questions about this 
program, or wish to learn about 
other recycling opportunities in 
Ogle County, call the OCSWMD 
at 815-732-4020 or visit www.
oglecounty.org.

Ogle County has multiple drop-off locations for old holiday lights

Deadline 
for all items 

is 3 p.m. 
Wednesday.

MOUNT MORRIS – The Mt. 
Morris Police and Fire Departments 
announce that it is once again time 
to start off the 2021 “Toys for Kids” 
campaign. 

This program provides Christmas 
gifts for less fortunate children in the 

Mt. Morris Fire Protection District.
Last year more than 100 children 

had a happier holiday because of 
this program.

Cash donations and checks 
payable to Mt. Morris Fireman’s 
Association will gladly be accepted 

at the Mt. Morris Police Department 
or Village Hall, located at 105 W. 
Lincoln, Mt. Morris, IL 61054.

Names, ages, and addresses 
of needy children, within the Mt. 
Morris Fire District, can be left by 
calling 815-734-4106.    

Mt. Morris Police kick off 2021 Toys for Kids campaign

Belvidere Collectible Coins
www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

(815) 547-7111Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30am-5:00pm
~ Call For Directions ~

To advertise your 
business here

contact 
Tiffiny Smith 

815-561-2153

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Antiques & Collectibles

3546 W. SUMNER ROAD, LEAF RIVER3546 W. SUMNER ROAD, LEAF RIVER

Opening the weekendOpening the weekend
of Thanksgiving until Christmasof Thanksgiving until Christmas

Saturdays & Sundays 10am-5pmSaturdays & Sundays 10am-5pm

• Fresh-cut Christmas Trees • Wreaths• Fresh-cut Christmas Trees • Wreaths
• Garland • Fresh Centerpieces• Garland • Fresh Centerpieces

• Home Decor & Gifts• Home Decor & Gifts

Call & Place Your Order  Call & Place Your Order  
815-703-9122815-703-9122

ROSE HILL GARDEN

11
22

20
21

PUBLIC WELCOME
FOODS GREAT-DRINKS ARE COLD-GAMING IS LIVE

BAR IS OPEN MONDAY-WEDNESDAY-(3PM-8PM)-FRIDAY (3PM-9PM)
KITCHEN OPEN MONDAY (3PM-7PM), WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY (3PM-8PM)

Cod, Catfish, Shrimp or Chicken 
Friday’s - Carry out available 

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

11
29

20
21

Lightning Mondays - 5:30 PM
Bingo Wednesday at 5:30PM
Karaoke 3rd Fridays 7:00 PM

Game machines open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday 3-8 pm
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Fritz’s Wooden Nickel
Restaurant & Lounge

Downtown
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828

09262016

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2334

09
26

20
16

815.732.7510 (office) 
815.732.3359 (fax)

Casco Tax and
Accounting Inc.
Tax Preparation and Accounting Services

Over 35 years of Tax and 
Accounting experience

Roger M. Castle CPA
cascotax@gmail.com

123 S. Fourth Street, Oregon, Illinois 61061

9304 N. Valley Rd., Stillman Valley, IL. 
Phone 815-645-8527 • Fax 815-645-2457 
cornerstone@t6b.com
cornerstoneembroideryllc.com

Embroidery * Screen Printing * Sublimation
School Spiritwear * Corporate Apparel
Team Uniforms * Athletic Equip.
Trophies & Laser Engraving * Banners
Wilson Equipment Dealer

126 W. 2nd Street, Byron, IL 
Phone 815-234-5121 
Fax 815-645-2457

Embroidery * Screen Printing * Sublimation
School Spiritwear * Corporate Apparel
Team Uniforms * Athletic Equip.
Trophies & Laser Engraving * Banners
Wilson Equipment Dealer

10102016

(815) 288-4648
Fax: (815) 288-1599

heartland1254@gmail.com

Matthew 
Hermes
Managing Broker

www.heartlandrealtyonline.com

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
815-562-3838

www.holcomb.bank

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto * Home Improvement * Vacations

Give Us A Call - 815   561   4035!

Jami Hackman, Mgr. Nikki Lynch

C
C

20
17

For All Your Feed Needs
Valentine Feed Sales

(815) 946-3900
1185 N. Valentine

Polo, Illinois

C
C

20
17

310 N. Walnut Ave., Forreston, IL 61030
815-938-2000

08282017

Wed.-Sat. 10-5

By The Tracks
12554 E. Rte 64, Kings, IL

Basketcases Unlimited
DeKalb County’s Oldest Quilt Shop - 25 years in business

Gift certificates available!
Quilting supplies, Longarm quilting service,  

Basket making supplies
 10 am-4 pm Mon-Sat, Closed Sunday.

26271 Malta Rd., Clare, IL – (just 1 mile north of Rt. 64)
815-393-3414 • basketcasesunlimited.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Weds., Dec. 1

Holiday Nail Art at the Or-
egon Public Library, 6 p.m. 
Create some holiday cheer for 
your nails. Choose from many 
different holiday symbols, be 
creative with adding some 
“bling” to your nails for the 
holiday season. Registration 
is required, 815-732-2724 or 
visit our website at www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com. Regis-
tration deadline, Nov. 29.

Thurs., Dec. 2

Growing Culinary Herbs 
for Adults, 6-7:30 p.m. at the 
Byron Public Library. Want 

to spice up your home cooked 
dishes? Learn how to grow 
herbs indoors all year round. 
Happy Leaf’s horticulturalist 
BJ Miller will be presenting. 
Register online at Byron.
evanced.info/signup or call 
815-234-5107.

Fri., Dec. 3

Game Day will meet at the 
Serenity Shed 131 N 3rd St. 
in Oregon, IL from 9-11 a.m. 
Please call 815-732-4111 by 
4 p.m. on Dec. 2 to register. 
This group is open to all adult 
bereaved in the community.

The New Beginnings Al-

Anon Family Group meets 
each Friday morning at 10 a.m. 
at the KSB Medical Clinic, 
1107 S. Division (Route 52), 
in Polo. The meeting is also 
on Zoom; information for that 
option may be acquired by 
calling 815-732-7616.

Sat., Dec. 4

St. Bride’s Episcopal Church 
is having a Christmas bake 
sale and rummage sale from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. The church is 
located at 1000 Rte. 64 West.

Sun., Dec. 5

The 6th Annual Holiday 

Craft/Vendor Fair will be at 
the Meridian Jr High School, 
207 W. Main St., in Stillman 
Valley. It runs in conjunction 
with the Cardinal Community 
Christmas going on in down-
town Stillman from 4-7 p.m. 
Stop in and visit with Anna, 
Elsa and Spiderman from 4:30-
6:30 p.m. 

Please send your items for 
the weekly Community Cal-
endar to bjennings@ogle-
countylife.com. Deadline for 
all items is 3 p.m. Wednes-
day.

Brought to you by these sponsors:

The Stillman Valley 
Lions Club honored John 
Dotzel’s work as a Lions 
member of 51 years with 
a monogrammed bench 
from memorial monies 
contributed to the Lions 
club. John passed away 
July of 2020 but his work 
as a Lions Club member 
was truly remarkable. He 
performed many duties 
as a Lion which benefited 
the people of Stillman Val-
ley and the surrounding 
areas. Pictured are the 
current members of the 
Lions Club along with the 
Lioness of Stillman Valley. 
Carol Dotzel continues 
her husband’s work as 
a Lioness and helps fill 
the shoes of a great Lion 
member. 

Bench 
honors 
Dotzel
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Mike Feltes, General Manager

Brad Jennings, Editor

MOMENTS IN 
TIME

No matter what, I am still thankful

LIFE letters' 
policy

Concise letters are most likely to be 
chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of manage-
ment. All letters must be signed or they 
will not be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written 
by the candidates endorsing themselves 
will be considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged 
to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeop-
ardize the publication of a letter. Letters 
will be published in the order that they 
are received, unless there is a time factor 
involved, space permitting.

Thanksgiving really 
snuck up on me this year. 
Before I knew it, I was 
searching for the electric 
knife to prepare it for the 
annual turkey carving.

It was the usual plan 
for Thanksgiving this 
year – that means my 
wife’s family comes 
down from Wisconsin 
on Thursday, and then 
we have friends over 
the next morning for 
“Friendsgiving.” Friday 
is bloody Mary’s, mimo-
sas and frittatas.

There is  a lso my 
wife’s trivia game, which 
has become an annual 
tradition. Although this 
is her busy season for 
work, she spends hours 
at the computer putting 
together a game with 
multiple categories like 
place, event, person. It 
is always a hit – espe-
cially after a few adult 
beverages.

Thanksgiving is a 
time we all traditionally 
give thanks, of course, 
and there is so much to 
be thankful for. Family 
always comes to mind 
first for me. My beautiful 
wife gives me joy daily. I 
am so happy to have her 
in my life. My daughter 
Julie and my son Nick are 
a constant source of love 

and pride. Two college 
graduates now in careers 
and out in the world – one 
in Minnesota and one in 
Arizona.

Let’s face it – that is 
great for me. I can visit 
my daughter in Minne-
sota in the summer, and 
my son in Arizona in the 
winter. And yes, I plan 
on living long enough 
to become a real burden 
on them.

I am also very thank-
ful for our friends. I 
have spent my adult 
life moving from state 
to state. That has meant 
incredible experiences I 
wouldn’t have had oth-
erwise. But it has also 
meant not making a lot of 
long-lasting friendships.

But here we have 

many wonderful, close 
friends. We laugh to-
gether, ride motorcycles 
together, go to concerts 
together and even take 
trips together. And the 
funny thing is, two of 
the couples we are very 
close with live within a 
mile of us. Crazy.

I am sure most of you 
reading this have close 
friends, and you know 
how important they are. 
Keep those friendships 
alive – they are worth 
the effort.

I am thankful that 
people are not dying 
from COVID-19 in such 
large numbers anymore, 
but we are still losing 
some. A friend of mine 
died from it last month. 
It was a shock to us, and 
it is still hard to process. 
But I am glad to see more 
and more people tak-
ing this virus seriously 
and getting vaccinated 
against it.

I want us all to be 
around for a long time to 
enjoy this holiday with 
our families.

I am thankful that I 
have made it through 
another year without 
eating any raisins or lima 
beans. I am also happy 
to say that I also haven’t 
eaten liver in about five 

decades. So, there’s that 
to be thankful for.

I am thankful for an-
other year of creating and 
playing music. Music 
has been an incredibly 
important part of my 
life for most of my life. 
Without it, I feel like 
colors wouldn’t be as vi-
brant and my life would 
be like an old black and 
white movie … and not 
a good one. It wouldn’t 
be “Citizen Kane.”

I am thankful that I 
am an American. We 
have had a very rough 
few years, and things 
are nowhere near normal 
now. But we are all still 
here, hanging on and 
hopeful for the future. I 
think if we can get back 
to putting our differences 
aside and working for 
a greater good, we will 
be fine. Let’s try to do 
that, OK?

I am simply thankful 
for another trip around 
the sun. Another day with 
family, friends, a career I 
continue to love, a house 
I adore, a town that really 
feels like home. I am ex-
tremely fortunate. Even 
the bad stuff really isn’t 
that bad.

Brad Jennings is Ed-
itor of The Ogle County 
Life.

By Brad Jennings

Living
the Life

Dear Editor,
During the start of the COVID 

pandemic, I was uncomfortable 
viewing the “Pritzker S***” 
signs. My discomfort was not 
brought on by the political comment 
brought on by mitigation practices 
to curb an often misunderstood 
virus, but because in my household 
“S****” is entry level profanity.

I put aside my discomfort with 
the thought, “Everyone is entitled to 
their own opinion” and I looked the 
other way. Recently as I followed a 
school bus on my commute to work, 
I read illuminated and emblazed on 
a local barn, “F*** Joe Biden.” In 
my world this level of profanity is 

not for public viewing. 
As a wife of a former elementary 

school teacher, to ensure no “slip ups 
in school” and to maintain our fam-
ily values profanity is not common 
practice in our home. A “slip-up” 
does not go unnoticed. My question 
is, by ignoring the entry-level pro-
fanity of the “Pritzker S****” signs 
was a door opened for the use more 
extreme vulgar profanity that some 
school children see every school 
day? Every time I drive by this barn, 
I pray that word would magically go 
away. But it has not.

This fall I had an opportunity 
to drive through Ogle County and 
found that the barn profanity on my 

commute is not the only display of 
vulgar profanity. I was astounded to 
see patriotic flags with the F-word 
used to emphasis patriotism. In my 
world that is not patriotism.

All citizens have the right to ex-
ercise their first amendment right to 
free speech, but does it have to be 
coupled with vulgar profanity within 
eyesight of children? I hope not, be-
cause like all use of profanity, once 
the shock value wears off – what is 
the result? Lower societal norms 
for ourselves and the children of 
Ogle County. 

Sincerely,
Theresa Fritz, Stillman Valley

We lower societal norms with vulgar signs

The No. 1 reason 
innocent people go to 
prison is because of 
government miscon-
duct. 

That’s not just my 
opinion. It’s the view 
of the National Registry 
of Exonerations, which 
catalogs wrongful con-
viction cases and their 
underlying causes. The 
group concluded recent-
ly that in 54 percent of 
cases in which someone 
was wrongly convicted, 
it was through willful 
wrongdoing by police 
officers or prosecutors. 

When I covered Mo-
line City Hall in the 
1990s, I met a kind man 
named Darrel Parker, 
who was working for the 
city parks department. 
He had been wrongly 
convicted of murder in 
Nebraska. It took the 
state of Nebraska more 
than 60 years to ac-
knowledge its mistake 
and fully exonerate him.

But how was he con-
victed? Police and pros-
ecutors hid evidence 
pointing to someone 
else having committed 
the crime and a profes-
sional interrogator co-
erced a false confession 
from Parker.

At the time he was 
wrong ly  conv ic t ed , 
Parker was a farm kid in 
his mid 20s who had just 

graduated from Iowa 
State University. And 
when I interviewed him 
decades later, I was a 
farm kid in my mid-20s 
who had just graduated 
from Iowa State. 

I realized that neither 
my college degrees, my 
upbringing nor my pro-
fessional status could 
protect me – or anyone 
else -- from police mis-
conduct. 

Former  Gov.  J im 
Edgar used to say, “The 
best disinfectant against 
corruption is sunshine.” 

I t’s  incumbent on 
journalists, citizens and 
others to hold those in 
power – including po-
lice officers – account-
able. And it’s never 
enough to point vaguely 
at a department or agen-
cy and say, “There is a 
problem over there.”

The nature of democ-
racy is to hold individ-
uals, not institutions, 
accountable.  

After all, agencies 
don’t go to prison. But 
individuals do. Bureau-
cracies don’t have their 
name on the ballot, but 
candidates do. And an 
organization can’t be 
shamed into compli-
ance, but its people 
sometimes can.

That’s why it’s im-
portant to name names. 

When 118 people 

were tortured in its cus-
tody, the Chicago Po-
lice Department didn’t 
suffer. But Commander 
Jon Burge did. He was 
sentenced to four and 
one-half years in prison 
and lost his pension. By 
holding that one man 
to account an example 
was set for an entire 
department. 

When I was a State-
house bureau chief for 
a chain of Illinois news-
papers, a man named 
Gary Gauger dropped 
by my office. He was 
wrongly convicted of 
murdering his parents in 
rural McHenry County. 
He served two years on 
Illinois’ death row be-
fore his conviction was 
thrown out. His convic-
tion stemmed from false 
testimony on the part 
of police officers who 
investigated the case.

His tale of wrong-
ful conviction left me 
speechless. And his is 
hardly an isolated case. 
There were 13 innocent 
men freed from Illinois’ 
death row.  Of those 
13, 10 were tortured by 
Burge or those under his 
command. 

During the 33 years 
I’ve been a reporter I’ve 
uncovered police offi-
cers engaged in sexual 
assaults, theft, physical 
abuse and wrongful use 

of deadly force.  
How did I find out 

about  these  ac ts  of 
misconduct? Almost al-
ways I was tipped off by 
good officers outraged 
by what was happening 
in their department. A 
good cop has no use 
for a bad one. And our 
society has many good 
officers. 

But sometimes police 
corruption takes a dif-
ferent form. I’m talking 
about sins of omission 
rather than commission. 
When a police offi-
cer looks away when 
someone commits  a 
crime because they are 
powerful or connected, 
that is corrupt too.

Everyone is entitled 
to equal justice under 
the law. 

Our society imbues 
those who wear a gun 
and a badge with enor-
mous power. They can 
take someone’s prop-
erty, take a person’s 
freedom or take some-
one’s life.

With that much pow-
er comes responsibility. 
And with responsibility 
comes accountability. 

If we don’t hold them 
accountable, who will?

Scott Reeder, a staff 
writer for Illinois Times, 
can be reached at: sreed-
er@illinoistimes.com.

Accountability: It’s important to name names 

* On Dec. 14, 1799, President George 
Washington dies. Two days earlier, he 
rode out into freezing sleet to survey 
business affairs on his estate. He returned 
home late for dinner and refused to change 
out of his wet clothes. The next day he 
developed a severe respiratory infection 
and died the following day.

* On Dec. 16, 1811, the greatest series 
of earthquakes in U.S. history begins 
near New Madrid, Missouri, when an 
earthquake estimated at 8.6 magnitude 
slams the region. The quake raised and 
lowered parts of the Mississippi Valley 
by as much as 15 feet and changed the 
course of the Mississippi River. 

* On Dec. 18, 1865, following its rat-
ification by three-quarters of the states, 
the 13th Amendment is formally adopted 
into the U.S. Constitution, ensuring that 
“neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 
... shall exist within the United States, or 
any place subject to their jurisdiction.”

* On Dec. 13, 1916, a powerful ava-
lanche kills hundreds of Austrian soldiers 
in a barracks near Italy’s Mount Mar-
molada. Over several days, avalanches 
killed an estimated 10,000 Austrian and 
Italian soldiers.

* On Dec. 17, 1961, a fire at a circus 
in Brazil kills more than 300 people and 
severely burns 500 more. The fire may 
have been caused by sparks from a train 
passing nearby. There were 2,500 people 
in attendance, and many were trampled.

* On Dec. 15, 1988, singer James 
Brown, the “Godfather of Soul,” begins 
serving a six-year prison sentence in 
South Carolina. Already on probation, 
Brown’s reckless spree on Sept. 24 re-
sulted in numerous criminal charges, 
including assault and battery with intent 
to kill.

* On Dec. 19, 1998, the House of 
Representatives approves two articles 
of impeachment against President Bill 
Clinton, charging him with lying under 
oath to a federal grand jury and obstruct-
ing justice. Later, after being acquitted, 
Clinton said he was “sorry.”

(c) 2021 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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LOCAL NEWS
Miracle on 2nd Street

Come to downtown Byron on Friday, Dec. 3 for Miracle on 2nd 
Street.

This free event provided for the entire family, which runs from 
6-8:30 p.m., is presented by Byron Bank.

Visit Santa, Frosty, Christmas Minon, Olaf and enjoy a live Na-
tivity Scene. You can also go for a hayride and do some shopping.  

Feel like playing a game? There will be Fun Bingo for the com-
munity. And kids, don’t forget to bring your letters for Santa!

Christmas Sale

EMBROIDERY • SCREEN PRINTING • SUBLIMATION

Open during
Miracle on 2nd Street!

Friday, Dec. 3
126 W. 2nd Street
Byron, IL 61010  

Phone 815-234-5121
Fax 815-645-2457

cornerstone@t6b.com
Hours: Tues - Fri 11am-5pm, Sat 11am-2pmHours: Tues - Fri 11am-5pm, Sat 11am-2pm

112922021

 120 W 2nd St, Byron, IL • (815) 406-8060
We will be closed  

Dec 24th – Dec 26th, Dec 31st, and Jan 1st

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

11292021

Open 

10am-8pm 

Dec. 3

Miracle on 2nd St.
Friday, Dec. 3, 2021

Here are just a few events happening  
during Miracle on 2nd St.

Tess, Crull Arnquist is doing Letters to Santa

Stillman Bank hosting visits with Santa  

in the community room at City Hall

Ornament Decorating with SwedishAmerican  

and Frosty Land at Uptown Lanes 

Play Bingo with local businesses

Hay rides sponsored by Holcomb Bank

Christmas Minion passing out glow sticks 

Live Nativity with animals

Area Vendors 

Business Open Houses along Second Street

Free Event for the  
Entire Family!

6 PM6 PM
toto

8:30 PM8:30 PM



OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER • SECTION A • PAGE 9MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2021

LOCAL NEWS
Miracle on 2nd Street



dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

JOHANNA HAHNE
(815) 978-1847

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

RON LESSEN
(815) 440-2840

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

JERRE WOODWORTH
(815) 494-2237

905 S. 3rd Street, Oregon

$137,000 dickersonnieman.com/202107669
WELL MAINTAINED RANCH! 2-3 bedroom, 2 bath move 
in ready home in the heart of Oregon. Home features main 
floor master, family room, dining room & living room. 
Finished lower level features summer kitchen, rec room, 
office/den & bonus room. Also has 2.5 car garage.

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

NEW LISTING

633 W. Ringold Street, Freeport

$54,900 dickersonnieman.com/202106634
2 STORY! Cute and cozy brick 2 story home in 
Freeport! 2 bedroom, 1 bath home with 1 car detached 
garage. All new carpet throughout the home. Kitchen 
recently updated. Living & dining rooms on main floor.    

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

715 N. Ottawa, Dixon

$170,000 dickersonnieman.com/202106615
WELCOME TO YOUR ALMOST NEW HOME! So many 
updates in this 2 story, 4 bed, 1.5 bath home. Huge kitchen 
w/all new appliances, laminate counters, Travertine Tile 
flooring, NEW cabinets, lighting & windows. New garage & 
Laundry 20’ Deck, 24’ AG Pool, 6’ Privacy Fence. A MUST SEE!

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

Located at 800 S. 4th Street, Oregon ILLocated at 800 S. 4th Street, Oregon IL 

Rent is $1,250 monthlyRent is $1,250 monthly

Call 815-901-4645 TO START YOUR NEW BUSINESS HERE!  Call 815-901-4645 TO START YOUR NEW BUSINESS HERE!  
OWNER RETIREDOWNER RETIRED 11222021

606 W. Washington St.606 W. Washington St.
Oregon IL 61061Oregon IL 61061

815.732.3225815.732.3225
www.deforestdental.comwww.deforestdental.com

Monday-Friday 8-5pmMonday-Friday 8-5pm 09072020

New Patients welcome!New Patients welcome!

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638 12212020
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LOCAL NEWS
Oct. 27
Byron Police arrested Cecil Revels, 32 of Forreston, 

for Possession of Drug Paraphernalia and Driving  While 
License is Revoked.  Revels was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu of bond.

Peggy Hardesty, 60 of Mt. Morris, was issued a citation 
for Failure to Secure a Child Under 8 years in a Child 
Restraint System.

Byron Police arrested Heather Heathcott, 30 of Mt. 
Morris, on multiple warrants.  Heathcott was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond.

Byron Police arrested Matthew Clark, 34 of Rockford, 
for No Valid Driver’s License. Clark was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond.  Clark was also 
issued a citation for Unauthorized Use of Parking Places 
Reserved for Persons with Disabilities.

Oct. 30 
Brian McCarey, 55 of Byron, was issued a citation for 

Speeding 53 mph in a 35 mph Zone.

Desiderio Gueli, 41 of Mt. Prospect, was issued a citation 
for Speeding 51 mph in a 30 mph Zone.

Byron Police investigated an accident with injury that 
occurred in the 600 block of E. Blackhawk. Involved were 
Judy Parsons, 77 of Rockford, and Anthony McDowell, 
57 of Sterling. Parsons was issued a citation for Failure to 
Reduce Speed to Avoid an Accident.

Nov. 2 
Tracy Coyne, 49 of Byron, was issued a citation for No 

Valid Driver’s License.

Nov. 3 
Ernest Munyon, 30 of Mt. Morris, was arrested on 2 

Ogle County warrants. Munyon was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond.

Nov. 5
Byron Police arrested Robert Lawlor, 48 of Byron for 

Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol. Lawlor was trans-
ported to the Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond. 
Lawlor was also issued citations for Reckless Driving, 
Speeding 52 mph in a 30 mph Zone, and Driving Under 
the Influence When BAC is Greater than .08.

Nov. 8 
Alejandro Galindo, 25 of Dekalb, was issued a citation 

for No Valid Driver’s License and Speeding 50 mph in a 
35 mph Zone.

Nov. 9 
Joshua Hartzell, 20 of Belvidere, was issued a citation 

for Speeding 57 mph in a 35 mph Zone.

Angelque Salazar, 25 of Rockford, was issued a citation 
for Speeding 45 mph in a 30 mph Zone.

Nov. 10
Sharahem Austin, 24 of Sterling, was issued a citation 

for No Proof of Insurance.

Nov. 15 
Bradley Martin, 18 of Belvidere, was issued citations 

for Speeding 51 mph in a 30 mph Zone and No Proof of 
Insurance.

Nov. 16 
Corey Craycroft, 25 of Leaf River, was arrested for 

Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol.  Craycroft was 
transported to the Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond. 
Craycroft was also issued citations for Possession of Adult 
Use Cannabis Within a Motor Vehicle and Transportation 
of Open Alcoholic Liquor in a Motor Vehicle.

Nov. 18 
Eric Cline, 33 of Rockford, was issued a citation for 

Driving While License is Suspended.  

Kimberle Graham, 41 of Rockford, was issued a citation 
for Speeding 47 mph in a 30 mph Zone.

Nov. 19 
Frenshaun Thompson, 23 of Homewood, was issued 

citations for Operating a Vehicle When Registration is Re-
voked, Cancelled, or Suspended and No Proof of Insurance.

Parker Eccles, 20 of Byron, was issued citations for 
Possession of Cannabis and Possession of Open Cannabis 
in a Vehicle.

Nov. 20 
Wesley Kerevan, 31 of Waukesha, Wis., was issued a 

citation for Speeding 47 mph in a 30 mph Zone.

Byron Police report

MOUNT MORRIS 
– The Mt. Morris Good-
fellows are accepting 
monetary donations for 
those in need this holiday 
season. 

Donations are greatly 
appreciated. Jerry Griffin 
and Charlie Beard, Good-
fellows co-chairmen, say 
that the Goodfellows 
will once again be able 
to provide assistance this 
Christmas thanks to the 

financial support of the 
community.

Each holiday season, 
for nearly 70 years, the 
Goodfellows have pro-
vided food assistance and 
fruit baskets to residents in 
Mt. Morris.

Donations can be 
mailed to Mt. Morris 
Goodfellows, P.O. Box 
75, Mt. Morris, IL  61054 
or dropped into a Good-
fellows donation can lo-

cated at local businesses. 
Participating Mt. Morris 
businesses are Sterling 
Federal Bank, Union Sav-
ings Bank, Rockford Bell 
Credit Union, Cimino’s 
Pizza, The Idle Hour, 
Moose Lodge, Pepper-
mill Restaurant, Sharky’s, 
Shell Express, Sullivan’s 
Grocery, Village Hall, 
Mobil, Eclips Hair Salon, 
Home Town Diner, Cam-
pus Café and Mullarkey’s 

Bar & Grill. 
If you have any ques-

tions regarding Goodfel-
lows, please call Jerry 
Griffin at 815-440-4440. 
The Mt. Morris Good-
fellows appreciate your 
support. Thank you.

Mt. Morris Goodfellows accepting holiday donations
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Byron plays for the championship

The Byron High School football team found itself in an unfamiliar place on Nov. 20 – losing a game at halftime.
Byron was down 14-0 to IC Catholic Prep, and after both teams failed to score in the third quarter, it was down to the fourth quarter.
And as they had all year, the Tigers came through, scoring 15 points to win 15-14.
The win led Byron to the Class 3A Championship Game against Tolono Unity on Nov. 26 at 4 p.m. in DeKalb. The outcome of the game was not known at press time.
Max Connell scored on a 5-yard pass from Braden Smith late in the game against IC Catholic Prep. And then, with 5 seconds on the clock, Chandler Binkley scored 

on a 3-yard run. Needing two points to win, Binkley provided those points, running for the extra two.
Overall, Binkley rushed for 83 yards, while Ethan Palzkill added 81.

Comeback win seals trip to final game at Huskies Stadium for the Tigers

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Andrea Baumann
815-245-7549

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Kim Behn
815-520-8810

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

606 E Washington St, Oregon, IL

815-732-9100
RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

1711 Harlem Boulevard, Rockford 
$229,990 Call Jamie

 BACK ON THE MARKET WITH MANY UPDATES! Charming Colonial located in the historic Churchill’s Grove 
neighborhood. This newly renovated 5 bedroom, 2.5 bath home boasts over 2700 sq. ft. of architectural character 
and well preserved beauty in the heart of Rockford. Arched doorways and gleaming hardwood floors throughout. 
Updated kitchen with art deco open shelving, new butcher block countertops, new stainless steel appliances, and 
large farmhouse sink. Gather with your family in the spacious, light, bright living room, and dining room with original, 
well preserved French doors. Check out the beautifully remodeled bathrooms on both the second and third levels 
of the home via the newly upgraded staircase. Freshly updated deck located in a lovely, private fenced in backyard. 
Many other updates including: furnace (19), garage door (19) hot water heater (20). Schedule your showing to 

make this gorgeous property your home before the holidays!

3006 E. Holcomb Road, Stillman Valley 
$119,900 Call Carla

Affordable adorable ranch home located in Oregon school district. This 3 bedroom 1 
bath home offers cozy main floor living with its nice sized living room. Loads of kitchen 
cabinets and counterspace with kitchen appliances to stay, Hardwood flooring in Living 
room and 2 main floor bedrooms. The 2nd level bedroom offers a spacious area with 
a vaulted ceiling! This super cute home sits on just over an acre plus it is AG-1 Zoning. 
Conveniently located between Byron, Oregon and Stillman Valley.

407 W. 4th Street, Byron  
$149,900 Call Jamie

Do you hate remodeling? Then this 4 bedroom,1.5 Bathroom home located in the 
heart of Downtown Byron is the one for you! Walking distance to all 3 Award Winning 
Byron Schools, restaurants, grocery stores, parks and bike path. Freshly painted, all 
new flooring throughout the home (21), all new appliances (21), central air (21), half 
bath fully updated (21) new roof (18), new garbage disposal (18). BONUS 570 sq ft 
3 season wrap around porch is perfect for entertaining or just enjoying the peace and 
quiet. Schedule your private showing to get in before the new year! Agent owned.

000 Kennedy Hill Road (123 Acres) Byron  
$1,353,000 Call Rebecca

123 Acres of Prime Farmland! Available to farm in 2022, 123 acres with an average 
PI of 125 are being offered for sale. Prime soils with excellent productivity. If you are 
looking to add to your investment portfolio, this is a highly desirable piece of farmland!

148 S. Hillside Court, Oregon  
$89,000 Call Lori

Located just East of Oregon on Route 64, This 3 Bed, 3 Bath house features Central 
air, 2 wood burning fireplaces, indoor hot tub, and an outdoor pool in the spacious back 
yard. The main floor is 1770 square feet with a partly exposed basement with washer 
and dryer hookups. The back yard is accessible via two sets of French doors leading to 
individual back patios. The back is also home to a 12x12 gazebo and a 10x12 garden 
shed. Central air was updated in 2007. The home currently has termites. Home to be 
purchased in AS IS condition. Active termite infestation.

405 N. Walnut, Forreston  
$79,900 Call Rebecca

Move in ready 2 bed/ 1 bath with oversized 1.5 car garage! Home features a newer 
roof, windows & laminate floors. Formal dining space off of the kitchen and large living 
room with over sized windows. Situated on a large lot with access off of the alley as 
well. Garage is an over sized 1.5 car and features a workshop space. Call for your 
showing today!

11461 N. Pecatonica Road, Leaf River 
$129,900 Call Rebecca

FARMHOUSE FOR SALE! 4 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom farmhouse situated on 2.65 
acres. Main floor has an eat in kitchen, large dining room and spacious living room. 
The master bedroom and laundry room can also be found on the main floor. Upstairs 
you will find 3 bedrooms and 1 full bathroom. Concrete pads remain from buildings 
that have been torn down that could be used for buildings again. Electric ran to the 
outbuilding area. Updates include: roof (2021), furnace (2018), water heater (2021) and 

pressure tank (2021). Packed with potential, call for your showing today!

301 S. Second Street, Oregon  

NOW $109,000 Call Carla
This 2 story offers loads of opportunities! Gorgeous wood floors, formal living room and 
dining room, family room off of kitchen, Loads of character and charm! You could use 
this as a single family with an in-law apartment or potential airbnb above the garage! 
New roof in 2020. Kitchen appliances stay, this home is as cozy as can be! Large rooms 
throughout, loads of character and charm! Sitting on a corner lot close to downtown 
shopping and recreation and parks with the nearby Rock river! Home warranty included 
and $2,000 flooring allowance included. Don’t delay, call today for your private showing.

8410 N. Ill Route 2, Byron  

NOW $189,900 Call Carla
New Listing in Byron!! This all brick ranch home with over 2,600 sq ft of living space 
and is perfectly positioned on a half acre yard with fantastic views of the river valley! 3 
bedrooms, 1 full bathroom and 2- 1/2 baths, large main floor living room with fireplace 
plus den with pine wood walls and with sliders to the large deck. Nice kitchen with 
breakfast bar and loads of cabinets! Formal dining room with sliders to deck area. 
Finished lower level with Recreation Room and laundry. New flooring throughout, 
Newer furnace, freshly painted throughout, newer windows, fenced in yard. All 
appliances stay for your easy move in!  Don’t delay, call today!!

208 N. 6th Street, Oregon  

NOW $69,000 Call Rebecca
BETTER MOVE QUICK! To snag this affordable 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom home on the 
north end of Oregon. Main floor features master bedroom, bonus room, formal dining 
room and living room. Kitchen is large with eat in area. 3 season porch off of the back of 
the house. Upstairs you will find 2 bedrooms. Fully fenced back yard with cedar fence 
and a detached 1 car garage. All within walking distance to downtown and schools. Call 
for your showing today!

707 S. 5th Street, Oregon  

NOW $215,000 Call Carla
New listing in Oregon awesome building 36x88 with 200 amp service, heated. 1-16 ft 
door for easy access plus a 10 ft door. This building is only 3 years old and offers many 
uses. There is also a single family home that is included with this sale. Call today to 
schedule your viewing of this unique offering with Rt 2 road frontage and daily highway 
traffic count of 9,700 in Oregon.

PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP!  PRICE DROP! 

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING!

114 E. Brown Street, Franklin Grove 
$105,000 Call Rebecca

RANCH HOME offered for sale in the charming town of Franklin Grove. Enjoy small 
town living in this 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom home. Living room is open to the eat in 
dining room with galley kitchen. There is an attached 2 car garage with access to the 
basement. Lower level could be finished for additional living space. Beautiful country 

views! 

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING!
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Red Light  
Therapy Bed

Versa Spray Tan
High Quality CBD

 

Four Levels of  
UV Tanning  

Cocoon Wellness Pod 
Unique Boutique for 

great Christmas Gifts!

Monday-Thursday 8-8 • Friday 8-7 • Saturday 8-4

T-Byrd LanesT-Byrd Lanes
Wishing all a very  Wishing all a very  

Merry Christmas and a  Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

Gift Certificates Available

815-562-4822815-562-4822
1172 Lincoln Hwy • Rochelle • TByrdlanes.com

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Family Friendly •Great Food •Cold Beer

and

The PIT STOP BAR & GRILLE

11
22

20
21

Baked with TiffBaked with Tiff 815. 440. 4275

• C o o k i e s • • C a k e s • • C u p c a k e s •
• h o m e m a d e  h o l i d a y  t r e a t s •

Booth Space  Available
Retro

Collectibles

Antiques
Consignments

Vintage

Crafts

Furniture

PICKINPICKIN

     STATION

     STATION
Closed 

Sunday & 
Monday

Open
Tues. - Sat. 

10-4
708 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-7915 708 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-7915 

Follow us on Facebook for all updatesFollow us on Facebook for all updates
* Bring in a copy of this ad to be entered into a Christmas drawing!

BYRON
523 W Blackhawk Dr.

Byron, IL
815-234-8567 • 815-234-8682

 Byron Dosamigos

OREGON
404 E Washington St.

Oregon, IL
815-732-4444

 Oregon Dosamigos

Enjoy 

the finest 

Mexican food 

in Illinois!

Quality and Service!

We accept 

all major 

credit cards!

Wednesday Drink Specials on Margaritas and all Mexican Beers!

Bienvenidos Amigos!

07082019

Try our budget buster catering special 

- 4lbs. of Italian beef (bread included) 
- 30 pieces of fried chicken

- Full tray of penne pasta with marinara 
- 24 pieces of garlic bread
- Full tray of garden salad

All for only $169.99 
 (815)562-5000  • 1233 N. Caron Rd Rochelle  

www.radiancesalonbyron.com
Instagram @Radaincesalon.byron
Facebook Radiance Salon

Vegan & Natural products/

High quality service 

Hair Cut & Color Services

Nail Services 

Facial and Skin Care

Bridal & Special Occasion 

135 W 2nd St Byron, IL 61010 135 W 2nd St Byron, IL 61010 
815-312-4050815-312-4050

“Because when you stop and look around, this “Because when you stop and look around, this 

life is pretty amazing.” life is pretty amazing.” 

~”It’s a Wonderful Life”~”It’s a Wonderful Life”

“Merry Christmas!”

107 E. Washington St., Oregon IL, 61061

815-312-7089

LocalLocal
Eat • Drink • Shop • Live

There’s No Place Like HomeThere’s No Place Like Home 
for the Holidaysfor the Holidays

209 Powers Rd  Rochelle, IL    •    (815)562-8792
Hours: 

M&F 9-6 •T&Th 9-5 • Sat 10-5 • Sun Closed



DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

Crouse Land Improvement
815-973-9543
• Stump grinding • Tiling

• Ditch clean up • Land clearing
• Concrete clean up

• Rock and mulch hauling
• Driveways • Tree work

Follow us on Facebook at 
Crouse Land Improvement

09
08

20
21
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LOCAL NEWS/SPORTS
Scores

Girls Varsity Basketball
Nov. 18
Stillman Valley 40, Forreston 8

Nov. 20
Stillman Valley 28, Stockton 33
Stillman Valley 44, Winnebago 80

Nov. 22
Stillman Valley 37, Eastland 32

Nov. 23
Polo 58, Oregon 40

Stillman Valley 48, Rochelle 30
(Final game of the Forreston Thanksgiving Tournament)

The Oregon Hawks defeated 
Erie-Prophetstown on Nov. 18 at Town 
& Country Lanes, Mt Morris, 3011-2331.  

The Hawks were led by Sopho-
more Codey Dunbar with a 561 series 
(227,169,165).  He was followed by 
Brady Davis and Stylar Klapp with 519’s, 
Roberto Hernandez and Bryan Immel 
with 499’s and Gavvin Surmo with a 414 
series.  E-P was led by Michael Miner 
with a 537 series.  The win raised their 
season record to 2-1.  

The JV Boys won by forfeit and were 
led by Immanuel Arellano with a 428 
series.

On Nov. 23, the Oregon Boys bowling 

team raised its season record to 3-1 with 
a 3336-1751 win over Harvard at Town 
& Country Lanes, Mt Morris.  

The Hawks used a balanced scoring 
attack enroute to establishing an early 
season high series of 3336. Oregon was 
led by Senior Isaac Kaltenbrun with a 
637 series (165,239,233). All five of the 
remaining bowlers were in the 500’s 
led by Junior Brandon Rowe with a 589 
series, followed by Jackson Werren 535, 
Stylar Klapp 532, Gavvin Surmo 522 and 
Bryan Immel 521.  

The JV ran its record to 4-0 and was 
led by Sophomore Brady Davis with a 
469 series.

Oregon bowlers now 3-1

Birthday

ROCHELLE – John 
Greenfield will be cele-
brating his 80th birthday 
on Dec. 8, 2021.

He was born on Deb. 
8, 1941, the only son to 
Elmer and Alice Kilmer 
Greenfield. He was mar-
ried to the late Nancy 
Thomas Greenfield for 53 
years. Together they had 
one daughter, Tonja.

A card shower will be 
held in celebration of his 
birthday. Cards may be 
sent to 1516 S. White Rock 
Road, Rochelle, IL 61068.

Greenfield to celebrate 80 years

Forreston Library News

Read for a Lifetime
All high school students are invited 

to participate in “Read for a Lifetime”. 
This program from the Secretary of State 
encourages students to read for pleasure 
from a list of 20 current and classic 
titles in both fiction and nonfiction. All 
participants who read at least four books 
from the list by April 8th will receive a 
certificate from the state and a chance to 
win a gift card from the library. Call or 
stop in for more information or to sign up.

Christmas in the Country & Book 
Sale

Dec. 3-4
Stop by the library on Friday evening, 

December 3rd between 6:00 and 7:30 
pm for Christmas Crafts and Tales for 
children. Then on Saturday, December 
4th, from 9:30 am until 12:00 pm, come 
enjoy donut holes and a visit with Santa. 

Our library book sale, featuring many 
new and like-new children’s books as 
well as other books and dvds, will also 
be held during these times.

Angel Tree
We will once again have a Lions Club 

Angel Tree with names of local children 
in need of Christmas gifts. Please stop in 
after Thanksgiving to pick a name and 
help brighten a child’s Christmas.

Library Hours
The library is open the following 

hours: Monday 10am-1pm, 2-7pm, Tues-
day, Wednesday, and Thursday 10am-
1pm, 2-6pm, and Saturday 9am-12pm. 
We are closed on Friday and Sunday. 
Masks are currently required for anyone 
over the age of 2. Curbside pickup is still 
available for anyone who wishes to use it.

Notice of Proposed Property Tax Increase 
for Leaf River Township Road District

I.  A public hearing to approve a proposed property 
tax levy increase for Leaf River Township Road Dis-
trict for 2021 will be held on December 20, 2021 at 
6:45 p.m. at 12 Main Street, Leaf River, IL.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing 
and present testimony to the taxing district may con-
tact Janet Cunningham, Clerk, 12 Main Street, Leaf 
River, via email at LRtownship@gmail.com. 

II.   The corporate and special purpose property tax-
es extended or abated for 2021 were $62,969.18.

The proposed corporate and special purpose prop-
erty taxes to be levied for 2022 are $68,336.57.  This 
represents an 8.523% increase over the previous 
year. 

III.  The property taxes extended for debt service and 
public building commission leases for 2021 were $0.

The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt 
service and public building commission leases for 
2022 are $0.  This represents a 0% increase/de-
crease over the previous year.

IV.  The total property taxes extended or abated for 
2021 were $104,604.58.

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 
2022 are $112,757.02.  This represents a 7.79% in-
crease over the previous year.

11292021



Whatever you’re 
looking for, these local 
businesses ask you to 

consider them first.

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete

Bathtub Refinishing

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE

HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL

HEATING & COOLING

CONCRETE

CABINETS

TREE SERVICE

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

PAINTINGHOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

HEAVY TRUCK REPAIR

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

LAWNCARE

GUTTERS

Mr Jones’s Tree Removal
Line Clearing Lot Clearing
Tree Trimming

Complete Removal
Free Estimates Insured

Carlson Jones
815-440-9469

Serving Ogle & Surrounding Counties

. .
. .

TREE REMOVAL
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NORTH AMERICA’S

#1 Walk-In Tub
NOWwith an Exclusive

NEW Shower Package!

First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for standing or sitting

Durable frameless tempered glass enclosure available

High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty

Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low price

EXCLUSIVE OFFER!
$1500 OFF

on a Walk-in Tub with this Limited Time Offer*

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE. FOR DETAILS CALL TODAY!

815-515-4749
FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

BUILT IN
THE USA CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

Now you can have the best of both worlds–
ttthhhere iiisn’’’ttt a bbbetttttter, more affffffordddabbbllle walllkkk-iiin tttubbb!!!
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LOCAL NEWS
Julia Hull Library News

Book Club for Adults
Pick up a book, then join us for a 

lively discussion of Michael Pollan’s 
latest work, This Is Your Mind On Plants.  
Adults only.  Copies of the reading avail-
able on loan.  Email Joanna at jkluever@
mail.meridian223.org to register for a 
link to the program.  Monday, Dec. 6 at 
6 p.m. on Zoom. 

Tween Scene:  Holiday Movie Trivia
Do you love the holidays? Do 

you love movies? Then, this Decem-
ber’s Tween Scene is made for you! Come 
test your holiday movie knowledge with 
a fun night of trivia, Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 
6 p.m.! The winner will receive a very 

jolly gift card! Ages 10-12. Registration 
required:  815-645-8611.

Holiday Jeopardy for Teens
Tis the season for some festive holiday 

fun. Join Kelly in the library after school 
on Friday, Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. to be tested 
on all things “merry” from movies & 
candy to fashion & history! Ages 13-18. 
Registration required:  815-645-8611.

Modern Farmhouse Ornaments
These modern-farmhouse style orna-

ments are tree-mendous!  Join Joanna 
on Zoom, Monday, Dec. 13 at 6 p.m. 
for some hot cocoa, conversation, and of 
course, holiday crafting.  Email Joanna 

at jkluever@mail.meridian223.org to 
register.  Adults only.  One kit per person.  

Holiday Storytime:  The Night Be-
fore Christmas

Join us in your jammies on Tuesday, 
Dec.14 at 6:30 p.m. for a special evening 
full of festive good cheer. We’ll read the 
classic The Night Before Christmas, play 
games, and create a craft sure to make 
your season merry and bright. Ages 4-9. 
Registration required:  815-645-8611.

Short & Sweets
Join Joanna on Zoom for an engaging 

discussion of Raymond Carver’s short 
story, “Put Yourself In My Shoes”— 

Wednesday, Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.  BYO 
dessert! Copies of the reading and 
program link available by emailing 
Joanna at jkluever@mail.meridian223.
org. Adults.

Young Critics Book Club
Join Miss Zoey at the library on 

Tuesday, Dec. 21 at 6 p.m. for a book 
discussion and hands-on craft/activity 
all about the graphic novel edition of The 
Nutcracker & the Mouse King, by ETA 
Hoffman.  Stop by, or call the library to 
register for this in-person program, and 
reserve your copy of the reading:  815-
645-8611. Ages 7-9.

Polo Library News

Polo Library Hours
Polo Library’s open hours are Monday 

- Thursday – 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Friday – 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. and Saturday – 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. - Curbside services will continue to 
be available during open hours.

Storytime Saturday
In Person, Polo Library – November 

27 and Dec. 11 at 10:30 a.m.
Join Ms. Melanie *LIVE* at 10:30am 

these Saturdays on the Library Lawn, or 
in the Library Pavilion, for a story and 
a craft! - Outdoors as long as weather 
permits. Masks are required for anyone 
over the age of 2.

Register by calling 815-946-2713 or 
emailing melaniew@pololibrary.org

Polo’s 3rd Annual Christmas Fes-
tival – Saturday, Dec. 4

Children’s Stories and Grab & Go 
Craft – Join Ms. Melanie at the Library 
from 4:30-7:30 p.m. for story readings 
on each half hour and grab & go craft 
bags while supplies last!

Hygge in a Bag – Swing by the Li-
brary from 4-8pm and pick up your own 
“Hygge in a Bag”, a kit designed to help 
you experience the Danish tradition of 
hygge (pronounced “who-guh”) this 
winter season! Bags are available, one 
per person (for ages 18 and up) while 
supplies last.

Horse Drawn Wagon Rides – 
Line up at the Polo Library Pa-
vilion from 5-8 p.m. for a winter 
horse-drawn wagon ride! This activity 
will be fun for the whole family. Enjoy 

some treats and hot cocoa, provided by 
the Polo Woman’s Garden Club & Polo 
Evening Women’s Club, and visit with 
friends and neighbors while you wait. 
Local Barbershop Quartet, Spontaneous 
Combustion, will be providing music 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Pavilion 
during the wagon rides!

For a full list of events, visit Facebook.
com/PoloChristmasFestival

Coffee with a Cop – Wednesday, Dec. 
8, 10:30 a.m., Polo Public Library

Come over to Polo Public Library for 
community conversations with a repre-
sentative of the Poo Police Department. 
Coffee will be provided, masks are 
required for anyone over the age of 2.

Last Minute Makes - Watch anytime 
starting Saturday, December 18th at 
10:30am on Facebook.com/PoloLibrary

Craft along with Ms. Melanie on 
Facebook.com/PoloLibrary or YouTube 
(by searching Polo Public Library) as she 
shares some Last Minute Makes, just in 
time for Christmas! Come by the Library 
starting Saturday, Dec. 11th to pick up a 
bag of supplies to make the crafts!

Genealogy Help - First Wednesday 
(5-7 p.m.) and Third Saturday (10 a.m.-
noon) of each month

Are you interested in genealogy but 
don’t know where to start? Or do you 
have a start but need some help? Come 
by Polo Library on the first Wednesday 
or third Saturday of each month and let 
Donna help you with your research. 

Mount Morris Library News

Program Coordinator Needed
Now taking applications for a Pro-

gram Coordinator. If you enjoy work-
ing with people of all ages, planning 
events and programs, and marketing 
those programs, you might be the right 
person for this job. This position is part 
time, and does include some evening 
and weekend hours. You can pick up 
an application at the circulation desk.

Closed 2nd and 4th Saturdays
Due to staffing issues, the library 

will be closed on the second and fourth 
Saturdays until further notice.  We are 
hoping that this will be a temporary 
measure.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact the director or 
a member of the library board.  Contact 
information is available on the website.  
www.mtmorris-il.org

Masks are required
We are requiring everyone over the 

age of two to wear masks in the library.  
We understand how everyone feels, 
but we ask for your understanding and 
cooperation.  Thank you!

Storytime
Story time is on Wednesdays at 11:15 

a.m. Donna Wells is our guest reader, 
and we will have a fun craft to do also.  
All preschool children are welcome.

Adult Book Club
The next book will be Blackberry 

Winter by Sarah Jio.  Copies are avail-
able at the library. The December book 

club will meet Dec. 27 at 3:30 p.m.

Book Signing with Dr. John Plescia
Dr. Plescia will be talking about his 

book and signing copies here at the 
library on Dec. 9 starting at 5:30 p.m. 
Dr. Plescia’s book, The North Woods 
Adventures of Bob Baker is his first 
published novel.  Come and hear about 
his writing and publishing journey!

Display Case Showings
Thank you, Carolyn Janatka and 

Mary Head for the items in the display 
cases.  Come and check out the displays! 
(Our display case schedule is full for 
2021 but we’re taking reservations for 
next year! )

Rock River Center 
The Rock River Center has a rep-

resentative in our library the second 
Thursday of every month. Services 
provided by Rock River Center are 
designed to enable older and disabled 
persons to remain independent, there-
by avoiding costly long-term care. 
No appointment necessary but, if you 
want to make an appointment with the 
Rock River Center you may call 815-
732-3252.

Curbside Service is available!
We want to remind everyone that 

you still have the option of having your 
materials delivered to your vehicle.  If 
you have holds waiting for you, call 
us to tell us you are on your way, and 
we will bring them out to your vehicle.



AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
  

211 Hwy. 38 E.
Rochelle, IL 61068
Ph: 815-732-2156
Fax: 815-562-2161ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Sunday nights 6PM, .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Pastor Eric Tonjes, www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 9:50 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rt. 72 & Maple St., in Stillman Valley • Phone 815-645-8872
Pastor: Rev. Rick Lindholtz • www.valleycov.org
Chuck Potts, Pastor to Students, Childrens
Sunday morning 9:15am “Gather” for learning and conversation; 10:15am 
Worship, both onsite and online at www.facebook.com/VECCofSV
We are requesting all attendees wear masks, practice social distancing, and 
stay home if ill.
Communion is served the first Sunday of the month.
Please call  or visit the website more info about Bible study groups, Youth 
Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry, and Valley Covenant Preschool.  Also the 
home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882.

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Connect with People, Connect with Christ
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located near the intersection of Montague and Tower roads; Phone: 815-335-
2609; e-mail:  middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Anita Stuart-Steva
Sunday mornings: Family Communion Worship 8:30 a.m.; Blended 
Worship 10:20 a.m. (Sept. – May) and 10 a.m. (June – Aug.); Sunday School 
Sept – May 9:15 a.m. 
Other activities include:  Bible studies; Praise Band; Social/Service 
Groups; Kindred Heart Stitchers  For more information call the church office 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 
Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    
Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School 10:45 AM; (Sept. 10, 2017 Thru May 2018) Sept.-May 
Chime Choir Wednesday 6:00 PM; Chancel Choir Wednesday 7:00 PM.

OREGON

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th St., Oregon, IL, 812-236-1213 • riverstonecc.com
Sunday 10:45 a.m.

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd •Karyn Kost• 815-938-3511
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of each month. “Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, 
Learning, Outreach and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Rev. Cary Winn 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: office@goelimchurch.org
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am • Sunday School 9:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

All are welcome here!
“By God’s grace in Christ: Live, Love & Serve”

During the COVID-19 pandemic, weekly worship is online at www.
disciplesumc.org
In-person communion services, are offered at various times. 
Call or email for upcoming dates/times and to register.
We wear masks, keep distance, and limit attendance. 
815-734-4853
secretary@disciplesumc.org
102 N. Maple Ave.
Mt. Morris, IL  61054
Pastor – Rev. Julie Bunt

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Randy Snider, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member Church of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street ~ PO Box 927. Byron IL  61010-0927, 815-234-8777
Email:ucb@comcast.net Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Adult Sundat School 9:00am-10:00am, Kids Sunday School (ages 3 thru high 
school) 10:00am-10:40am, Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am-10:25am
Sunday Schedule and Worship Opportunities:
Service of Meditation and Prayer: 8:15am - 8:45am
Adult Christian Education Class: 9am
Main Worship with Chancel Choir: 10:30am
For complete ministry schedule and activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Matt Smith, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
14080 Rt. 72 East, Davis Junction (Next to Fritz’s Electrical) • 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm
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LOCAL NEWS
Bertolet Library News

Mitten Tree: 
Mittens to wear; Hats for their 

hair; Scarves for their neck; Gloves 
too? Check!  Our annual Mitten Tree 
is now on display through the end of 
December. Please help decorate our 
Mitten Tree with thick, warm mittens, 
gloves, hats, and scarves for all ages.  
Items will be distributed through New 
Life Community Center in January.  

Paws for Reading: January 19th
Paws for Reading will be “Paws”ed 

in December as Ryan will be cele-
brating the holidays with her fur-mily 
in December. So our next Paws for 
Reading event will be Wednesday, 
Jan. 19 at 4 p.m.  Register your inde-
pendent reader for a 15 minute time 
slot by calling 815-738-2742 today.

Story Hour:
Join Miss Jana for Story Hour and 

learn about animals and letters on 
Thursdays at 10 a.m. Registration 
requested but not required. Masks will 
be required. *There will not be Story 
Hour on December 23rd or 30th.*

Craft Kits for Adults:
Bertolet Memorial Library is now 

offering take home craft kits for adults 
and/or families.  The kits provide the 
materials and instructions needed to 
make a craft.  It’s a great opportunity 

to be creative and de-stress at the 
same time.  Our December craft, 
Snowman Candle, will be available 
on Wednesday, December 1st!

Create-a-Card:
Finish up those Christmas cards 

while enjoying the company of 
friends.  We look forward to seeing 
you on December 18th!

New Releases:
Adult Books
Mercy by David Baldacci
The Christmas Dress by Courtney 

Cole
The Devil’s Sea by Dirk Cussler
The Christmas Promise by Richard 

Paul Evans
Fear No Evil by James Patterson
Flying Angels by Danielle Steel
Picture Books
Unraveled by Leanne Hatch
All I Want For Christmas Is Ewe 

by Rose Rossner
Corals by Mari Schuh (NF)
Paint With Magic by Sandi Wooton
Juvenile Books
Making a Meal For a Unicorn by 

Ruth Owen (NF)
The Genius Under the Table by 

Eugene Yelchin
DVDs
Black Widow
Free Guy

Did you know…that the Byron 
Library’s electronic sign isn’t just for 
advertising library events?  The library 
will run messages on the sign for lo-
cal churches, schools, and non-profit 
organizations at no charge.  Messages 
must be sent to the library at least a 
week in advance, and can be run for a 
minimum of one week.  Messages for 
the electronic sign can be submitted 
in-person at the library or emailed to 
the library at library@byronlibrary.org.

Program Cancellation
The Passport Fair originally sched-

uled for Dec. 4, 2021 in partnership 
with the Oregon Public Library has 
been cancelled due to unforeseen 
circumstances.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience. 

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing, 

but patrons can still use our curbside 
service!  Place your holds online at 
byronlibrary.org or call us at 815-234-
5107.  Not sure what you want?  Call 
us for help!  We will call or email you 
with a confirmation when your holds 
are ready to be picked up.  Call us when 
you arrive at the library, and we will 
bring your items out to you, already 
checked out.  A receipt with your due 
dates will be included with your items.  

Growing Culinary Herbs for Adults
Thursday, Dec. 2, 6-7:30 p.m.
Want to spice up your home cooked 

dishes? Learn how to grow herbs indoors 
all year round. Happy Leaf’s horticul-
turalist BJ Miller will be presenting. 
Register online at Byron.evanced.info/
signup or call 815-234-5107.

Home for the Holidays
Monday, Dec. 6, 2-3 p.m.
Join Heather Braoudakis as she en-

tertains us with her beautiful voice and 
sets the mood for the holiday season.  
Please register online at Byron.evanced.
info/signup or calling 815-234-5107.

Holiday Gnomes for Adults
Thursday, Dec. 16, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Come enjoy a night out at the library 
with friends & make Holiday Gnomes. 
Join Cathy as we create our very own 
DIY Holiday Gnomes that will spruce 
up any decor in your home. All supplies 
will be provided.  To register please 
visit Byron.evanced.info/signup or call 
815-234-5107.

Visit the Byron Library Facebook 
page to keep up to date on library news 
and virtual programs!  Be sure to also 
check out the Byron Library and Byron 
Library Teen Instagram pages!

Byron Library News
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Weekly Brain Busters
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- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

FARMLAND & BUILDING SITE 
AUCTION

Wednesday, December 1st, 2021 
at 10:30 A.M.

Sale to be held at: Prairieview Golf Course 
(Pavilion)

6734 N German Church Rd
Byron, IL 61010

265 Acres +/- FOUR PARCELS:
Sections 23 & 27 of Byron West Township in 
Ogle Co., IL NEW SURVEY AVAILABLE DAY 

OF AUCTION! OPEN TENANCY 2022!
For complete listing of sale bill, maps, tax info, 

and terms & conditions, etc. visit
www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com 

*TO VIEW PARCEL “C”, CALL LENNY AT 
815-946-4120

For Information Contact: 
Lenny Bryson – Auctioneer 
11749 West Judson Road 

Polo, IL 61064 
Ph) 815-946-4120 

Owner, Henry Ebert Revocable Trust
Trustee, Henry Ebert III
Co-Trustee, Randy Tate

Trust Attorney, Adam Fleming
WilliamsMcCarthy LLP

No. 1129
November 29, 20201

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on November 
9, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: Puffin 
Penguin, 7 E. Center St., 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054.
Dated: November 9, 
2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 1113 (Nov. 22, 29, 
Dec. 6)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY

NORTHWEST  ) 
BANK OF ) 
ROCKFORD,    )  
Plaintiff, )Case
VS. )No. 
THE )2021
UNKNOWN )CH
HEIRS AT )25
LAW OR )
LEGATEES )
OF MICHAEL )
P. BYCZYNSKI, )
THE )
UNKNOWN )
HEIRS AT          )
LAW OR )
PRUDENCE A. ) 
BYCZYNSKI, )
CLAIMANTS )
AGAINST THE )
ESTATE OF )
MICHAEL P. )
BYCZYNSKI, ) 
CLAIMANTS )
AGAINST THE )
ESTATE OF )
PRUDENCE A. ) 
BYCZYNSKI,  )
UNKNOWN )
OTHERS, )   
NON )
RECORD          )
CLAIMANTS )
AND )
UNKNOWN )
TENANTS, )
TIMOTHY )
MILLER )
AS THE ) 
SPECIAL ) 
REPRE )
SENTATIVE )
OF THE ) 
ESTATE OF )
MICHAEL P. ) 
BYCZYNSKI )
AND ) 
PRUDENCE A. ) 
BYCZYNSKI,  ) 
Defendants. )

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE

THE REQUISITE Affidavit 
for Publication having 
been filed, notice is 
hereby given to The 
Unknown Heirs at Law 
or Legatees of Michael 
P. Byczynski, The 
Unknown Heirs at Law 
or Legatees of Prudence 
A. Byczynski, Claimants 
against the Estate of 
Michael P. Byczynski, 
Claimants against the 
Estate of Prudence A. 
Byczynski, Unknown 
Others, Non record 
Claimants and Unknown 
Tenants, Defendants 
in the above-entitled 

suit, that the said suit 
has been commenced 
in the Circuit Court of 
the 15th Judicial Circuit, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
against you praying 
for a foreclosure of a 
mortgage upon the 
following property:
Lot Three (3) of Plat of 
Subdivision of the Replat 
of Lots 8 through 12 and 
Trei Court in Howard F. 
Trei’s Re-Subdivision of 
part of Blocks 27 and 
29 of Illinois Central 
Railroad Company’s 
Second Addition to the 
Town, now Village of 
Forreston, recorded in 
Book B of Plats, page 74 
as document No.1994-
6088; situated in the 
Township of Forreston, 
the County of Ogle and 
State of Illinois. 
Commonly known 
as: 103 Phil Parkway 
Forreston, Illinois 61030 
P.I.N. Number:   02-
28-326-016  
And for other relief, that 
the action was filed on 
or about July 29, 2021
 that Summons was 
duly issued out of said 
Court against you as 
provided by law, and 
that the said suit is still 
pending. The record 
titleholder of the real 
estate is The Heirs at Law 
or Legatees of Michael 
P. Byczynski, deceased. 
An identification of the 
mortgage sought to be 
foreclosed is as follows:
Mortgagor –Michael P. 
Byczynski and Prudence 
A. Byczynski
Mortgagee – Northwest 
Bank of Rockford
Date of Mortgage – 
January 5, 2012  
Date of Recording –
January 23 212    
County of Recording – 
Ogle
Recording Document 
–201201200530
NOW THEREFORE, unless 
you The Unknown Heirs 
at Law or Legatees of 
Michael P. Byczynski, The 
Unknown Heirs at Law 
or Legatees of Prudence 
A. Byczynski, Claimants 
against the Estate of 
Michael P. Byczynski, 
Claimants against the 
Estate of Prudence A. 
Byczynski, Unknown 
Others, Non record 
Claimants and Unknown 
Tenants, Defendants in 
the above-entitled suit, 
the said Defendants, 
file your Answer to the 
Complaint in said suit 
or otherwise make your 
appearance therein in 
the said Circuit Court of 
the 15th Judicial Circuit, 
Ogle  County, 106 S. 5th 
Street Suite 300 Oregon, 
Illinois 61061 on or 
before December 31, 
2021 which is at least 30 
days after the date of the 
first publication of this 
notice, default may be 
entered against you at 
any time after that date 
and a judgment may be 
entered in accordance 
with the prayer of the 
Complaint.
Dated at Rockford, 



MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2021SECTION B • PAGE 10 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

For Sale Recliner Brown 
Leather Rocking Lazy-
Boy Good Condition 
$50.00 Please Call 815-
539-5948 (11-28-21)

For Sale Garage Heater 
Dyna-Glo 240 Volts 5,000 
Watts Used 1 Winter 
Asking $75.00 Call 417-
251-2350 (11-28-21)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT FRONT 
COUNTER Rochelle 
News-Leader.

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes. 
Very friendly and good 
mousers. Call Mike at 

815-993-2234(12-1-21

405 405 HOUSES HOUSES 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

303 303 
APPLIANCES APPLIANCES 

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

LAND FOR SALE

Daniel J. Boehle, Managing Broker
510 S. Fifth St., Oregon, IL • 815-732-6050   815-751-0037

-Boehlesmmgt@aol.com

South Edge of Oregon
33.7 - Acres South of Railroad and 

West of Rt. 2. 
33 Acres Tillable-Zoned Industrial

$9,500 Per Acre

45.4 Acres South of Pines Road Between the Railroads. 
19.4 Acres Tillable-Zoned Industrial. 05

10
20

21

409 409 
LOTS AND ACREAGE LOTS AND ACREAGE 

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10’x24’ & 
6’x10

Call 732-2466

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

OREGON : 
Charming 1-Bedroom 
Apartment. No Pets/
Smoking. Appliances, 

Water/Garbage Includ-
ed. $425/Month Plus 

Deposit. 815-440-0373.

VILLAGE GREEN 
APARTMENTS

502-506 Barbara St.
Mount Morris, IL

Immediate openings for 1 
bedroom apartment homes. 
Must be 62 years of age or 

older; disabled regardless of age. 
Included in rent; water, sewer 

and trash. All units have washer-
dryer, stove, refrigerator & a/c 

units. Family pet welcome with a 
deposit. 

Interested parties, please contact:
815-234-2620

Contact us today to receive an application 
for your new home.

Professionally Managed by CMS 
Management Company 

An Equal Opportunity Provider.

02022021

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

Byron School District #226 Available 
Positions:

HS Head Custodian
HS 2nd Shift Custodian

HS Asst Girls Track Coach
Temporary Reading Aide

 through May 2022
Please apply online at www.byron226.org

Under the ‘About Us’ tab in the
Employment Opportunities Section 11292021

Byron CUSD 
#226 has 

openings for 

Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 

Available
Contact Barb Rundle 

at 815-234-5491
For more 

information
10112021

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care and 
Tree Service. Mowing, 
Hedge Trimming, 

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

Tall Disabled Male 
Looking To Buy 

Vehicle.
Will Pay Cash. 

Call Jamie 
815-440-6702. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on November 
9, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: Puffin 
Penguin, 7 E. Center St., 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054.
Dated: November 9, 
2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 1113 (Nov. 22, 29, 
Dec. 6)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY

NORTHWEST  ) 
BANK OF ) 
ROCKFORD,    )  
Plaintiff, )Case
VS. )No. 
THE )2021
UNKNOWN )CH
HEIRS AT )25
LAW OR )
LEGATEES )
OF MICHAEL )
P. BYCZYNSKI, )
THE )
UNKNOWN )
HEIRS AT          )
LAW OR )
PRUDENCE A. ) 
BYCZYNSKI, )
CLAIMANTS )
AGAINST THE )ESTATE 
OF )
MICHAEL P. )
BYCZYNSKI, ) 
CLAIMANTS )
AGAINST THE )
ESTATE OF )
PRUDENCE A. ) 
BYCZYNSKI,  )
UNKNOWN )
OTHERS, )   
NON )
RECORD          )
CLAIMANTS )
AND )
UNKNOWN )
TENANTS, )
TIMOTHY )
MILLER )
AS THE ) 
SPECIAL ) 
REPRE )
SENTATIVE )
OF THE ) 
ESTATE OF )
MICHAEL P. ) 
BYCZYNSKI )
AND ) 
PRUDENCE A. ) 
BYCZYNSKI,  ) 
Defendants. )

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE

THE REQUISITE Affidavit 
for Publication having 
been filed, notice is 
hereby given to The 
Unknown Heirs at Law 
or Legatees of Michael 
P. Byczynski, The 
Unknown Heirs at Law 
or Legatees of Prudence 
A. Byczynski, Claimants 
against the Estate of 
Michael P. Byczynski, 
Claimants against the 
Estate of Prudence A. 
Byczynski, Unknown 
Others, Non record 
Claimants and Unknown 
Tenants, Defendants 
in the above-entitled 
suit, that the said suit 
has been commenced 
in the Circuit Court of 
the 15th Judicial Circuit, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
against you praying 
for a foreclosure of a 
mortgage upon the 
following property:
Lot Three (3) of Plat of 
Subdivision of the Replat 
of Lots 8 through 12 and 
Trei Court in Howard F. 
Trei’s Re-Subdivision of 
part of Blocks 27 and 
29 of Illinois Central 
Railroad Company’s 

Second Addition to the 
Town, now Village of 
Forreston, recorded in 
Book B of Plats, page 74 
as document No.1994-
6088; situated in the 
Township of Forreston, 
the County of Ogle and 
State of Illinois. 
Commonly known 
as: 103 Phil Parkway 

Painting, Interior and 
Exterior. Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall and 
Much More. In Business 
Since 1999. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-9619. 
Please Leave Message 
Will Return Call ASAP. 
Fully Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 815-
784-4256 For Availability 
or Visit us on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS 
Wanted. (Rochelle) 
Several Routes Open. 
Call 815-561-2112 For 
More Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses Needed, 
Apply in Person at 
Ralphie and Lulu’s. 812 
Main Street in Ashton or 
call 815-453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

0776. (12-08-21)

605 605 
VEHICLES WANTEDVEHICLES WANTED

WANTED: Old Cars, 
Pickups, Unfinished 
Projects, Parts, Anything 
Considered. Cash Paid. 
Call or Text 815-751-
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LOCAL NEWS

Congratulations to the Byron High School Students of the Month for October. Pictured from left to right are: Sadie Stoll (9th Grade), Rosalie Hegberg (10th Grade), 
Ava Krall (11th Grade), and Riley Jarrett (12th Grade). Each of the students received a monetary gift for their achievement. 

Students of the Month



BANK LOCAL
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

WWW.BYRONBANK.COMByron Bank is a third generation community bank whose mission has remained 
constant: to provide superior customer service and a variety of products to help 
our customers reach their financial goals. Located in Byron, Illinois, with branches 
in Davis Junction and Poplar Grove, we focus on our communities and our 
customers, taking pride in the professional relationships we have built.   

Stop in today and experience what community banking should be!

BYRON
815.234.2561

DAVIS JUNCTION
815.645.2610

POPLAR GROVE
815.323.1452

Andover | Ashton | Fulton | Geneseo 
Oregon |  Peru | Princeton | Rochelle

central-bank.com
815.562.5571

Our Central focus is YOU!

Athletico Oregon
116 N. 3rd St.

Oregon, IL 61061

Phone: 815-513-9400

www.athletico.com 

Community Unity

Ogle County

AUTOMOTIVE
Illinois Auto Repair and Tire

107 E. Washington St.,
Oregon, IL

815-312-7089

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Byron Bank

200 N. Walnut, Byron, IL
815-234-2561

5653 N. Junction Way, Davis Junction, IL
815-645-2610

Central Bank Illinois
307 Franklin St., Oregon, IL

815-732-3282

Central Illinois Loan
310 Eagle Drive,  Rochelle, IL

815-561-4035

Country Financial - Oregon
114 S. 4th St., Oregon, IL

815-737-6106

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Stillman Bank

608 W. Blackhawk Dr.,Byron, IL
815-234-5626

1445 IL Rt. 2 N.,Oregon, IL
815-732-7956

101 East Main St.,Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-2266

FLOWERS & GIFTS
Merlin’s Greenhouse and 

Flowers & Other Side Boutique
300 Mix St,Oregon, IL

815-732-2969

HARDWARE STORE
Koeller Forreston Hardware

104 E. Main St., Forreston, IL
815-938-2240

HEALTH SERVICES
Athletico Oregon

116 N. 3rd St., Oregon, IL
815-513-9400

www.athletico.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Deforest Dental

606 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL
815-732-3225

Jeffrey R. Cates – 
Oregon Chiropractic Clinic

200 N. Sixth St.,Oregon, IL
815-732-2686

HEALTH  
SERVICES

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N. Second St.,Rochelle, IL

815-562-2181

PARKS & RECREATION
Byron Forest Preserve District

7993 N. River Rd., Byron, IL
815-234-8535

RESALE
ReRuns

120 W 2nd St., Byron IL
815-406-8060

jacque@reruns.comcastbiz.net

RESTAURANT
Dos Amigos

523 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron, IL 
815-234-8567

404 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
815-732-4444

RETAIL & GIFTS
Oregon Soap Shoppe and 

Green Art
1C S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL

866.411.6614

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY BY 
SUPPORTING THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2021SECTION B • PAGE 12 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

LOCAL NEWS
Letters to Santa
Do you have a wish list or story to tell Santa Claus?  Write a letter to Jolly Old St. Nicholas and tell him about yourself and if you have been naughty or nice.  Mail your 

letter to Santa in the special mailbox which the elves will be installing at Nash Recreation Center (in the lobby) on November 13.  Be sure to enclose a postage stamp and 
your return address!  Letters can be mailed through December 13.

Search for Santa & Mrs. Claus
Register today for the Search for Santa & Mrs. Claus as spots are limited. Your family can search for Santa & Mrs. Claus on Saturday, Dec. 18. Fee is per car (family) and 

there are assigned time slots to start the search. Follow the clues and arrive at various places until you find the jolly couple. This is your chance for the kids to visit with Santa, 
receive a small goodie bag and of course capture the annual family photo. Registration deadline is Dec 9 or when slots are filled.

Cookies & Cocktails Holiday Pairing
Cork & Tap is pairing holiday cookies with signature cocktails. Sample four delicious cookies from the Village Bakery paired with four selected hand-crafted cocktails. 

Choose between Dec. 10 or 17 from 6:30-8 p.m. Limited spots still available for both pairings. Fee is $24/Resident or $29/Non-Resident.

Holiday Pickleball Tournament
Come and play in our Holiday Pickleball Tournament on Tuesday Dec. 28th from 4-8 p.m. This tournament will be a round robin style. Teams will be made up of male, 

female, or co-ed, and you will have a new partner each round. Players need not sign up as a team, and this round robin style is designed to even the playing field for all! Nash 
does have a limited number of paddles that are available to play with. Limited number of spots available- so sign up early!

Registration Deadline: 12/17/21. Fee: $10/person $12/NR/person

Girls 6th Grade Competitive Basketball
This competitive league elevates the expectation of both the players and the coaches.  Games are scheduled by Oregon School District and will replicate the 7th and 8th 

grade schedule.  All home games will be played at Nash.  Transportation to all away games will be provided by OCUSD. Roster size is limited on this team and try-outs 
may be required. Practices scheduled to begin the week of Jan. 3. A volunteer coach is needed for this league, please email lesley@oregonpark.org if interested. Registration 
Deadline Dec. 16. Fee $75/$90NR

Oregon Park District has upcoming events, activities


