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MENDOTA – A reminder to residents, 
for the safety of those present, that Indiana 
Avenue and Illinois Avenue from Washing-
ton Street to Jefferson Street and Jefferson 
Street from Main Street to Indiana Avenue 
will be closed at the end of the business day 
on Friday, Dec. 3 through Saturday, Dec. 4 
at 4 p.m. for the Mendota Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s “A Mendota Christmas” event. 

The city and Chamber thank you for 
your cooperation.

MENDOTA – The holi-
days are quickly approaching 
and Mendota will be getting 
into the spirit of the season 
when it hosts “A Mendota 
Christmas” on Saturday, 
Dec. 4 in downtown Mendo-
ta. The event is sponsored by 
the Mendota Area Chamber 
of Commerce.

Numerous activities will 
be held during the day:

• Holiday Craft & Ven-
dor Show – Featuring craft 
and vendors for all of your 
holiday gift-giving needs, 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
Mendota Elks Lodge.

• Free Hot Chocolate & 
Hot Dogs – The Mendota 
Lions Club will be providing 
treats on Illinois Avenue 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Cows Coffee – Selling 
hot beverages on Illinois Av-
enue from 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

• De Colores – Dance 
group performing at 10:30 
a.m. on Illinois Avenue.

• Taco Guzman – Selling 
tacos from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.

• Horse-Drawn Carriage 
Rides – At the corner of Indi-
ana Avenue and Washington 
Street from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Boy Scout Wreath Sales 
– The Boy Scouts will be 
selling holiday wreaths from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Santa Claus is coming to town for ‘A Mendota Christmas’
q Fun events planned Dec. 4
to get you in the holiday spirit

Santa and Mrs. Claus, along with the recent Mendota Sweet Corn Festival mini-queen, Ava Kelly, center, and mini-
kings, Easton Longmire, left, and Jonah Randolph are anxious for the arrival of Saturday, Dec. 4 when “A Mendota 
Christmas” is held in downtown Mendota. Lots of holiday-related activities will take place during the day, including 
the return of Santa Claus to hear Christmas wishes from all of the children. (Reporter photo)

• Santa Claus – Jolly Old 
Saint Nick will make an ap-
pearance on Illinois Avenue 
from noon-3 p.m. Children 
are encouraged to write let-
ters and put them in Santa’s 
mailbox. Santa will be in his 
house. Social distancing will 
be practiced.

• Free Book Giveaway – 
Books will be given away 
to children who visit with 
Santa as a way to promote 
literacy in Mendota, from 
noon-3 p.m.

• Reindeer – Visit with 
Santa’s reindeer from noon-
2 p.m.

• Touch-a-Truck – Chil-
dren of all ages are invited 
to see and explore vehicles 
– police cars, fire trucks, 
tractors and more.

Other businesses and 
organizations participating 
in the festivities include 
Mendota BPW (cookie 
kits), Expressions Salon 
(design-a-ornament), Men-
dota YMCA (Christmas 
limbo), HCC (crayon & 
coloring sheets), Mendota 
Bible Church (candy canes), 
Victory Baptist Church (San-
ta Bingo), First Presbyterian 
Church (BBQ sandwiches), 
Sports-N-Stuff, Community 
Health Partnership, Mendota 
Rotary Club and Holy Cross.

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker signed legisla-
tion last week redrawing the 
state’s congressional district 
maps, saying they reflect Illi-
nois’ diversity and preserve 
minority representation.

“These maps align with 
the landmark Voting Rights 
Act and will ensure all com-
munities are equitably repre-
sented in our congressional 
delegation,” Pritzker said in 
a statement.

Due to the state’s declin-
ing population, Illinois will 
have only 17 congressional 
seats after the 2022 elections, 
one fewer than it currently 
has.

Because most of the 
state’s population loss oc-
curred in southern Illinois, 
the new maps combine 
what are currently the 12th 
and 15th Districts, held by 
Republican Reps. Mike 
Bost and Mary Miller, re-
spectively, into a new 12th 
District that covers most of 
the southern one-third of 
the state. 

Miller, however, has 
indicated she might run in 
the newly-drawn 15th Dis-
trict, which stretches from 
west-central Illinois east-
ward across the state, curling 

Gov. Pritzker has signed 
legislation redrawing the 
state’s congressional dis-
trict maps. (Source: ilhou-
sedems.com/redistricting) 

New congressional maps signed into law
q Gov.: Maps reflect Illinois’ diversity, preserve minority representation 

around the city of Champaign 
and stretching back west and 
south to an area just west of 
Collinsville.

It also creates a new 13th 
District stretching from the 
Metro East region across a 
narrow strip of land through 
Springfield and Decatur, to 
Champaign.

In the Chicago metropol-
itan area, the maps create 
a new largely-Latino 3rd 
District that currently has 
no incumbent while also 
putting Democratic Rep. 

Marie Newman’s residence 
in the same district as fel-
low-Democratic Rep. Jesús 
“Chuy” Garcia.

Newman, however, has 
indicated she intends to run 
in the new 6th District where 
she would face Democratic 
Rep. Sean Casten in a pri-
mary.

Elsewhere, the new maps 
link Rockford, the Quad Cit-
ies, Galesburg, Macomb and 
Bloomington into one large 
C-shaped district.

Analysts at the Princeton 
Gerrymandering Project 
gave the new maps an overall 
grade of F in the categories 
of partisan fairness, compet-
itiveness and compactness. 
They estimate the maps 
create 14 likely Democratic 
districts and three likely 
Republican districts.

The Illinois delegation 
is currently split between 
13 Democrats and five Re-
publicans.

The political reform ad-
vocacy group CHANGE 
Illinois, which has advocated 
for an independent redis-
tricting commission, also 
harshly criticized the new 
maps, saying it was designed 
to produce “predetermined 

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois un-
employment rate fell two-tenths of a 
percentage point in October to 6 percent 
as employers added 40,900 jobs during 
the month, the Illinois Department of 
Employment Security and the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics said.

According to the preliminary data, 
the industry sectors with the biggest job 
gains during the month were professional 
and business services, which 
added 17,700 jobs; leisure and 
hospitality, which added 8,400 
jobs; and trade, transportation 
and utilities, which gained 
7,700 jobs.

Those gains were partially 
offset by job losses in the 
information sector and edu-
cational and health services.

“Today’s data are positive markers 
indicating a continued recovery to our 
economy and labor market,” Deputy Gov. 
Andy Manar said in a statement. “IDES 
continues to work with employers and 
jobseekers to assist matching businesses 
with those looking to reenter the workforce 
or make career changes.”

Department of Commerce and Eco-
nomic Opportunity Director Sylvia Garcia 
said the numbers showed that Gov. JB 
Pritzker’s administration’s economic 
recovery policies during the pandemic 
have had positive results.

“Monthly labor reports continue to 

prove that our administration’s invest-
ments to stimulate small businesses, 
deliver workforce development grants 
and jumpstart community and capital 
development projects across our state are 
paying dividends,” she said in a statement.

The October jobless rate in Illinois 
was 1.4 percentage points higher than the 
national rate, but it was 2.1 percentage 
points below where it was a year earlier.

Compared to a year ago, the number of 
nonfarm payroll jobs was up by 190,300, 

with gains showing up in near-
ly all major industries.

The leisure and hospitality 
sector, which was hit hardest 
by the pandemic, has added 
back 60,800 jobs while profes-
sional and business services 
have gained back 50,000 
jobs. The trade, transportation 
and utilities sector has added 

37,200.
Financial activities, which is still down 

by 5,200 jobs, was the only industry 
group that reported jobs losses over the 
year. Total nonfarm payrolls were up 3.4 
percent over the year in Illinois and 4.1 
percent in the nation.  

Along with the October jobless figures, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics made a 
significant downward adjustment to the 
September unemployment rate, lowering 
it to 6.2 percent from the preliminary esti-

Illinois unemployment falls to 6%
q Employers add 40,900 jobs to workforce in October 



Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021A2 • The Mendota Reporter

Kish College instructor named as float judge for 133rd Rose Parade
MALTA - Janet Gallagher, AIFD 

and Associate Professor of Hor-
ticulture at Kishwaukee College, 
was announced as one of three float 
judges for the 133rd Rose Parade at 
the Pasadena Tournament of Roses.

The Rose Parade, along with the 
annual Rose Bowl football game, 
is part of the annual Tournament of 
Roses celebration on New Year’s 
Day. This will be Gallagher’s first 
year in attendance, and she said 
her selection as a judge came as 
a surprise.

In February 2020, a represen-
tative from the Tournament of 
Roses reached out to Gallagher to 
ask if she would be interested in 
being a judge for the Rose Parade. 
Gallagher said a committee does 
independent fact-finding to explore 
potential candidates for the judge 
positions.

“You can’t apply. You aren’t 
nominated. There is a search com-
mittee that researches and selects 
candidates,” Gallagher said. “It’s 

humbling. How do they find an 
instructor from little Malta, Ill.?”

Gallagher’s lengthy credentials 
in floral design helped her stand 
out. As an instructor at Kish, Gal-

lagher educates her students with 
real-world demonstrations of the 
floral industry. Through hands-on 
application, her students create 
unique floral arrangements that 

often support local events like 
the annual Kishwaukee College 
Foundation Gala. Under her tute-
lage, Kish students have received 
national recognition through events 
like the American Institute of 
Floral Design (AIFD) National 
Symposium.

Along with being a horticulture 
instructor at Kish for 16 years, Gal-
lagher has been actively involved in 
the floral industry for 34 years. In 
the private sector, she is the founder 
and CEO of Designs by Janet, a 
special events floral company. As  
a member of the AIFD for 18 years, 
she has served as both the National 
Education Chair and the National 
Student Chapter chair.

Floral displays created by Gal-
lagher have appeared in various 
high-profile places and events 
throughout her career, from the Ell-
wood House in DeKalb to the White 
House in Washington, D.C. Galla-
gher said her selection as a judge 
for the Rose Parade reinforces the 

extensive opportunities available 
to students pursuing horticulture 
as a career. “I am really honored 
to be selected. It shows how broad 
this industry is, and if you stay 
consistent and involved in your 
profession, it can really pay off,” 
she said. “Our everyday work can 
seem ordinary. But if you do it well 
and go the extra mile, you can turn 
it into something extraordinary.”

The 133rd Rose Parade will 
begin at 10 a.m. Central time on Sat-
urday, Jan. 1 and be broadcast inter-
nationally. This year’s parade theme 
of “Dream. Believe. Achieve.” 
focuses on how education can open 
doors and change lives. Gallagher 
said her background in floral design 
and education made her a strong fit 
as a judge with this year’s theme.

Gallagher joins J. Keith White, 
AIFD designer and instructor at the 
Houston School of Flowers, and 
John Piper, former Vice President 

LOCAL AND AREA

See PARADE, Page A4

Janet Gallagher, Associate Professor of Horticulture at Kishwaukee 
College, right, was selected as one of three float judges for the Rose 
Parade on New Year’s Day. (Photo contributed)

Blackstone Principal Award Pizza Lunch
Blackstone School recently held their Principal Award pizza lunch for the month of 
November. Students chosen for November were, front row left to right, Jace Ganther, 
Nancy Martinez, Amy Lopez, Sofia Garcia, Sadee Gonzalez and Michael Godina; 
back row, Meredith McNutt, Marshal Brown, Santiago Raya, Aniyah Williams, Emily 
Cervantes and Devlin Ward. Students were honored by having a pizza lunch with their 
principal, Stacy Kelly. (Photo contributed)

LCHD expands COVID booster doses to 18 and up
♦ Local pharmacies also offer COVID  boosters

OTTAWA - On Nov. 19, 
the CDC expanded eligibility 
for COVID-19 booster shots 
for all individuals 18 years 
of age and older. LaSalle 
County Health Department 
(LCHD) is now offering 
booster doses on a weekly 
basis by appointment only. 
Please note: local pharmacies 
are also offering boosters.

Illinois Department of 
Public Health, following 
the FDA’s decision to open 
COVID-19 booster shots 
to all, recommends anyone 
18 years and older get a 
COVID-19 vaccine booster 
dose six months after receiv-
ing their second Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccine, or two months 
after the Johnson & Johnson.

To schedule an appoint-
ment at LCHD, visit www.
lasallecounty.org and click 
on the “COVID-19 Vaccine 
Information” icon  to sched-
ule an appointment.
Vaccination Record Card

LCHD requires individu-

als to have their vaccination 
record card for their appoint-
ment. If you do not have it, 
visit IDPH Vax Verify at 
https://idphportal.illinois.
gov/s/?language=en_US to 
get a copy of your vaccina-
tion record. 
Appointment Day at LCHD

• If you do not feel well the 
day of your appointment, do 
not come to the vaccination 
clinic. Please arrive at your 
scheduled appointment time. 
An appointment is required 
to get vaccinated.

• LCHD is located at 
717 Etna Road, Ottawa. 
COVID-19 booster vacci-
nations will be given in the 
Vaccination Trailer (look for 
the yellow sign) located next 
to the COVID Testing Trailer 
in the health department’s 
parking lot.

• LCHD requires bringing 
a copy of your printed ticket 
or a screenshot of the ticket 
on your phone and your vac-
cination record card.

• Face covering required.
• All attendees must fol-

low instructions and main-
tain social distance (6 feet 
apart) when waiting in line.

• If the patient is under 
the age of 18, they must be 
accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. 

• If you need assistance, 
please bring someone. Oth-
erwise, only people receiving 
the vaccine should come to.

• Individuals should wear 
clothing to allow easy access 
to the upper portion of the 
arm for injection.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact the 
LaSalle County Health De-
partment at (815) 433-3366 
or visit the Health Depart-
ment’s website at www.
lasallecounty.org. 

Local Pharmacies
Vaccines are also avail-

able at several local phar-
macies including CVS in 
Mendota (cvs.com/immu-

See BOOSTER, Page A3
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send 
informative, interesting & educational 

newspapers to the Mendota School System 
throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2021-2022 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

Carl’s Quiz
How did the custom of the 

handshake begin?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: “Pull out all 
the stops,” which means to make every possible 
effort, likely comes from playing the pipe organ. 
By pulling out all stop knobs on a pipe organ, a 
powerful blast of sound is created and on many 

traditional organs, the volume would be 
intolerable.

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online 
at www.mendotareporter.com

Northbrook Students 
of the Month
September

See TOURS, Page A4

5th Grade 
Northbrook School’s fifth grade Students of the Month 
for September, left to right, are Abriana Klein, Ivory 
Rodriguez, Ava Mahaffey, Samantha Stremlau and 
Camila Vallejo. 

6th Grade 
Northbrook School’s sixth grade Students of the Month 
for September, left to right, are Anthony Martinez-
Morales, Thomas Corrigan, Tyson Barkman, Kyra 
Lindsay and Klaire Knaff.

7th Grade 
Northbrook School’s seventh grade Students of the 
Month for September, left to right, are Berat Imeri, Alexis 
Melendez, Eden Pecher, Gavin Stevenson and Brooklyn 
Baxa (not pictured).

8th Grade 
Northbrook School’s eighth grade Students of the Month 
for September, left to right, are Litzy Celis, Talia White, 
Luis Nunez and John Aaron Biggs (not pictured). (Photos 
contributed)

5th Grade 
Northbrook School’s fifth grade Students of the Month 
for October, left to right, are Isaac Espinoza, Pryar 
Christmann, Gavin Tolley, Felipe Gonzalez and Alexis 
Saylor.

6th Grade 
Northbrook School’s sixth grade Students of the Month 
for October, left to right, are Gage Braddy, David Reyes, 
Anahi Perez, Mia Barringer and Cooper Beetz.

7th Grade 
Northbrook School’s seventh grade Students of the 
Month for October, left to right, are Caleb Ganther, 
Karissa Freeman, Ryder Woods and Abygail Buettner.

8th Grade 
Northbrook School’s eighth grade Students of the Month 
for October, left to right, are Jayden Wehrs, Sebastian 
Carlos, Aubrey Land, Lucas Castillo and Sofia Gomez. 
(Photos contributed) 

Northbrook Students of the Month - October

nizations/covid-19-vaccine), 
Hy-Vee in Peru (hy-vee.com/
my-pharmacy/covid-vac-
cine-consent), Walgreens 
in Peru (walgreens.com/
f i n d c a r e / v a c c i n a t i o n /
covid-19), and Walmart in 
Peru (corporate.walmart.
com/covid-vaccine). 

Scheduling and additional 
information for receiving 
the vaccine is available at 
each individual pharmacy’s 
website. 

Continued from Page A2

Booster

Happy Christmas at Home: Celebrating the Holiday, UK Style 
LA SALLE - The LaSalle Public 

Library will virtually host Claire Ev-
ans, culinary travel guide and former 
U.K. resident, on Saturday, Dec. 4 at 
2 p.m. with her presentation, “Happy 
Christmas at Home: Celebrating the 
Holiday, UK Style.” 

In this virtual program, Evans will 

take viewers for a cultural tour of 
Christmas in Great Britain. She will 
talk about the special foods and drinks 
served at the holiday table and provide 
authentic recipes to try at home. She 
will also discuss traditions and cultural 
quirks essential to a proper British hol-
iday. After this program, viewers will 

be fully prepared to eat, drink and be 
merry UK style. 

The program is free, open to all and 
will be via Zoom.  Register online at 
https://bit.ly/329FIhl. For more infor-
mation, call the LaSalle Library at (815) 
223-2341 or e-mail Rachael Blomquist 
at rblomquist@lasalle.lib.il.us.

Reddick Mansion 
to host Christmas 
Tours Dec. 3 & 10

OTTAWA - The Reddick 
Mansion Association’s an-
nual “Candlelight Tours” 

are returning 
on Friday, Dec. 
3 and Friday, 
Dec. 10. Con-
ducted like an 
open house, 
visitors may 
come anytime 

between 6 and 8 p.m. The 
cost is $10 per person and $5 
for students in grades K-12.

A dedicated group of vol-
unteers have been busy dec-
orating the “period rooms,” 
which will be lit by flameless 
candles and decorated for a 
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Patricia J. Miranda 
PAW PAW - Patricia “Pat” J. 

Miranda, 70, of Paw Paw, passed 
away Nov. 23, 2021 at OSF Saint 
Paul Medical Center, Mendota.

There will be no services at this 
time. Cremation rites have been 
accorded. Private burial will be at 
a later date.

Pat was born April 3, 1951 in 
Port Clinton, Ohio to Francis and 
Betty (Erickson) Blood.

Survivors include her daughter, Tara (Ryan) Young of 
Mendota; five sons, Brian Miranda of LaSalle, Dan Miranda 
of Centralia, Tony Miranda of Salem, Matt Miranda of Indi-
anapolis and Jamie Miranda of Lexington, Ky.; one brother, 
Robert Ritter of the state of Ohio; two sisters, Peggy Case 
of Aberdeen, Md. and Sally Ritter of the state of Ohio; 13 
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, a sister and a 
grandson.

Pat was a waitress for several years at Ziggie’s and Parkway 
restaurants in Mendota for several years. She also worked at 
Prairie Crossing Assisted Living in Shabbona. She was an 
avid Chicago Cubs fan. She enjoyed going to yard and estate 
sales and looking for old records.

Memorials may be directed to the Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion. Online condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

Robert P. Kurtz
MENDOTA - Robert P. Kurtz, 

83, of Mendota, passed away Nov. 
20, 2021 at his home.

A Celebration of Life will be 
announced at a later date and held 
at the Nazarene Church, Mendota.

Robert was born Jan. 23, 1938 in 
Waltham Township to Joseph and 
Jeannette (Hadley) Kurtz. He mar-
ried Linda Kent on June 12, 2000.

Survivors include his wife, Linda of Mendota; one 
daughter, Megan Sonsoucie of Mendota; one son, Jeremiah 
(Rebecca) Nance of Florida; grandchildren, Brandon and 
Hayley Pickett, Summer Nance, Finn Sessler and Mariah 
(James) Baxter; and a great-grandson, Bentley Baxter.

Robert served in the U.S. Marines during the Korean War. 
He worked for Charles Chips in Peoria and was a dockman for 
Consolidated Freightways for 30 years. After retirement, he 
was a security guard for Del Monte in Mendota. He enjoyed 
collecting old-fashioned diecast cars.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

Laurel A. Mitchell 
MENDOTA - Laurel A. Mitchell, 

72, of Mendota, passed away Nov. 
26, 2021 at her home.

Visitation will be from 5-7 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 2 at the Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota. There will 
be no service. Cremation rites will 
follow and private burial will be 
held at Dewey-Worsley Cemetery.

Laurel was born July 2, 1949 in 
Mendota to Everett “Sandy” and 
Ruth (Neff) Mitchell.

Survivors include her son, Beau (Abby) Fancher of Men-
dota; one grandson, Landon Fancher; a nephew, Tim (Mel) 
Schultz; two nieces, Terri (Jerry) Conner and Traci Piper; 
several great-nieces and nephews; her caregiver, Julie Hamel; 
the father of her son, Bill Fancher; and her dog Bailey.

She was preceded in death by her parents; one sister, Linda 
Schultz; and her brother-in-law, Raymond Schultz.

Laurel was a 1967 graduate of Mendota High School. She 
was employed as a nurse at Mendota Community Hospital 
for 11 years, at Mendota Lutheran Home and Heritage Health 
for 13 years and also worked for Dr. Jared Rogers and Dr. 
David Scholl’s office for five years. She was in the ladies 
bowling league at the Mendota Elks Club. She loved dogs 
and spending time visiting with family and friends.

Memorials may be directed to Illinois Valley Animal 
Rescue or the family. Online condolences may be left at 
www.merrittfh.com. Mayra F. Gonzalez 

ROCHELLE - Mayra F. Gon-
zalez, 41, of Rochelle, formerly 
of Mendota, passed away Nov. 28, 
2021 at Northwestern Kishwaukee 
Hospital DeKalb after an extended 
illness.

Mass of Christian burial will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 
2 at Holy Cross Catholic Church, 
Mendota with Rev. Peter Pilon of-
ficiating. Burial will follow at Holy 
Cross Cemetery.

Mayra was born Nov. 1, 1980 in Mexico to Jose and Estela 
(Aguirre) Lopez. She married Ricardo Gonzalez.

Survivors include her husband of Rochelle; three daugh-
ters, Alondra, Eliana and Adrisbet, all of Rochelle; one son, 
Ricardo Jr. of Rochelle; her parents of Mendota; two brothers, 
Danny (April) Lopez of Virginia and Julio Lopez of Rockford; 
two sisters, Jennifer (Jose) Cortez of Aurora and Corrina 
Lopez of Dallas, Texas; and her maternal grandmother, Ines 
Aguirre of California. 

She was preceded in death by her maternal grandfather 
and her paternal grandparents. 

Mayra graduated from Mendota High School.
Memorials may be directed to the family. Condolences 

may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Flower on Floralcrest signWinner - Julie Schmidt

Where is it…

in Mendota?
HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week. Prizes must be 
picked up at the Mendota 

Reporter Office.

AMBOY
815-857-2125

SUBLETTE
815-849-5219

LAMOILLE
815-638-2171

Mary has been providing the service you have 
come to expect from Leffelman & Associates 

from her start in December of 2020. She 
received her Property & Casualty license 

in April. Mary puts her knowledge and love 
of the area to work for you finding the best 
insurance products to meet your needs. As 

an independent insurance agency, Leffelman 
& Associates is not tied to one, big insurance 

company.  Let Mary, or any of the other 
Leffelman & Associates agents, provide you 

with a policy from these reputable companies. 

Give us a call today!

Congratulations, Mary Reglin, on your  
first year anniversary as part of the  

Leffelman & Associates family!

11
29

20
21

Our Family Protecting Your Family

Mary Reglin

Continued from Page A2

Parade

Julienne B. Nichols 
LA MOILLE - Julienne Beth Nichols, 56, of LaMoille, 

passed away unexpectedly at her home on Nov. 20, 2021.
Funeral services were held at 11 a.m. on Nov. 27 at the 

Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota with Rev. Jeff Brace offici-
ating. Burial was at Lutheran Cemetery, Mendota. Visitation 
was for one hour prior to services.

Julienne was born March 6, 1965 in Venezuela to James 
and Rosie (Martin) Barker. She married Chris Nichols on 
Dec. 9, 1995 in Chicago.

Survivors include her husband, Chris of LaMoille; two 
sons, Ryan and David Nichols, both of LaMoille; two 
daughters, Megan and Emily Nichols, both of LaMoille; two 
brothers, Jordan and Jeremy Barker; and one sister, Jeanette 
(Phil) Lohr.

She was preceded in death by her father.
Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-

lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

of the Macy’s Parade Studio, 
on this year’s list of float 
judges. The three judges will 
grant 24 float awards based 
on three categories: Float 
Design, Floral Presentation 
and Entertainment Value.

Kishwaukee College’s 
horticulture program offers a 
variety of specialties, includ-
ing floral design, greenhouse, 
landscape design, nursery, 
and cannabis and hemp cul-
tivation. To learn more, visit 
www.kish.edu/horticulture. 

Youth ‘Book 
Giveaway’ at 
LaSalle Library

LA SALLE - The LaSalle 
Public Library will celebrate 
the holiday season with their 
“Gift of Reading - Holiday 
Gift Book Giveaway,” which 
will take place outdoors on 
Saturday, Dec. 11 from 2:30 
to 5 p.m. The giveaway is 
free and open to the public. 

Youth will receive a gift 
book, a 3D printed snow-
man ornament and a pair of 
age-appropriate mittens or 
gloves generously donated 
by Johnson Oil Company. 

The LaSalle Library is 
located at the corner of Third 
and Marquette streets in 
LaSalle. The event will take 
place in the book drop lane 
in front of the Third Street/
Route 6 entrance. (The book 
drop lane will be closed to 
traffic from 2-6 p.m. for 
safety reasons). Giveaway 
items will be available while 
supplies last.

For more information, 
call the library at (815) 
223-2341.

Stage 212 announces 
productions for 2022 season

LA SALLE - Season 
tickets for Stage 212’s 2022 
season are now on sale.

This winter, take a trip 
down memory lane with 
Roger Bean’s jukebox mu-
sical “The Marvelous Won-
derettes,” directed by Joey 
Santos. Next spring, humor 
will be propelled to new 
heights with “Unnecessary 
Farce,” the laugh-out-loud 
comedy by Paul Slade Smith, 
directed by Joe Ennenbach. 

The summer production 
will be an adventurous trip 
“Into the Woods” with the 
Tony Award-winning mu-
sical by Stephen Sondheim 
and James Lapine, directed 
by Kevin J. Alleman. In 
the fall, enjoy a fishing trip 
for big laughs when the 
Southern-fried Jones, Hope, 
Wooten comedy “Farce of 
Nature” takes the stage, di-
rected by Zoë Peshel.

Season tickets are a near-
ly 15 percent savings over 

buying individual tickets. In 
addition, season ticket hold-
ers may reserve individual 
seats before tickets go on 
sale to the public. Angels 
start at $160 and their extra 
donation includes two season 
subscriptions, has top priori-
ty when ordering tickets for 
any of the season’s shows 
and is acknowledged in each 
show program as a supporter 
of Stage 212. 

Tickets may be purchased 
by calling the box office at 
(815) 224-3025 Monday 
4-6 p.m. and Saturday 9 
a.m.-noon, by e-mailing 
stage212@att.net or by vis-
iting stage212.org.

Stage 212 and has pre-
sented over 200 productions 
since 1968. Persons with an 
interest in theatre, with or 
without previous experience, 
are encouraged to become in-
volved in its projects. Volun-
teers are always welcome for 
stage, set, and house crews.

Victorian Christmas. Visitors 
will be able to chat with do-
cents in Victorian costumes 
and refreshments will be 
served.

No reservations are neces-
sary for this event. Following 
CDC and state guidelines, 
masks should be worn while 
in the Mansion. Parking will 
be reserved on Lafayette 
Street and on Columbus 
Street for guests.

All money raised will be 
used for the preservation and 
renovation of the Reddick 
Mansion, located at 100 W. 
Lafayette St. The Mansion, 
listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Sites, is open 
for tours and has rental space 
available for special events.

Continued from Page A3

ToursSecretary of State’s office changes 
website address to ILSOS.gov
♦ A “.gov” web address is designed 
to help combat fraud

SPRINGFIELD - Secretary of State Jesse 
White announced that the Illinois Secretary 
of State’s office has changed its official 
web address from “cyberdriveillinois.com” 
to “ILSOS.gov.” The change is designed to 
help combat fraud. A “.gov” website address 
designates it as an official government web-
site, which is exclusively provided to federal, 
state and local government entities.

“Changing the website address to ILSOS.
gov will help combat fraud at a time when 
scams designed to defraud Illinoisans have 
been proliferating,” said White. “Because 
the new address uses a .gov suffix, you can 
rest assured it belongs to a federal, state or 
local government agency – in this case the 
Illinois Secretary of State’s office – which 
adds to your peace of mind when transacting 
business online with my office.” 

White noted that Illinoisans who type 

cyberdriveIllinois.com into the browser will 
be directed to ILSOS.gov.

In addition to the website address change, 
White’s office unveiled a redesigned website 
that is designed to make it easier for the public 
to locate services quickly. The website prior-
itizes the most frequently used services, such 
as driver’s license, ID card and license plate 
renewals. It also breaks down online services 
into a specific section to help customers who 
wish to conduct business online.

Popular features, such as Safe Driver Re-
newal, DL/State ID Card Renewal, Facility 
Finder, Pick-a-Plate, License Plates Renewal 
and Business Services filings remain promi-
nently featured.
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Dec. 3
Shrimp Trio

Saturday, Dec. 4 
Chicken Oscar

(serving full menu both nights)

Holiday Gift Cards  
Available In Any Dollar Amount

11292021

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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winners and losers in nearly 
all 17 districts.”

“The map is undemocratic 
and leaves all voters with-
out choices, undermining 
the very elections that are 
supposed to allow voters to 
hold officials accountable,” 
the organization said in a 
statement.

Pritzker, however, said 
the maps align with the feder-
al Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
which prohibits practices and 
procedures that discriminate 
on the basis of race, color or 
membership in a recognized 
language minority.

He said they also align 
with the Illinois Voting Rights 
Act, which requires redistrict-
ing plans to preserve clusters 
of minority voting groups that 
are large enough and cohesive 
enough to exert collective 
electoral power.

Pritzker’s signing of the 
congressional maps came 
less than two weeks be-
fore a three-judge federal 
court panel will hear oral 
arguments in three separate 
lawsuits challenging the 
new legislative maps that 
Democrats pushed through 
in August and Pritzker signed 
into law in September.

Plaintiffs in those suits 
include Republican leaders 
in the General Assembly; 
a group of Latino voters in 
the Chicago area represented 
by the Mexican American 
Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund, or MALDEF; 
and a group of civil rights 
organizations that include 
the East St. Louis Branch of 
the NAACP, the Illinois State 
Conference of the NAACP 
and the United Congress of 
Community and Religious 
Organizations, or UCCRO.

Those plaintiffs allege the 
new legislative maps reduce 
minority representation by 
breaking up Latino commu-
nities in the Chicago area 
and Black communities in 
the Metro East region.

Arguments in those cases 
are scheduled to begin Tues-
day, Dec. 7.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

mate of 6.8 percent. That was 
due to an adjustment BLS 
had made in January to the 
way it estimates the size of 
a state’s labor force in order 
to account for the impact of 
the pandemic.

IDES said in a news 
release that the adjustment 
inadvertently created “dis-
tortions” to statewide labor 
force estimates for Illinois, 
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio and 
Wisconsin for January and all 
subsequent months through 
September 2021.

BLS said the distortions 
were only recently identified 
after Illinois and another state 
in the agency’s East North 
Central Division raised 
concerns about their monthly 
2021 labor force estimates. 
The BLS has found that dis-
tortions to the Illinois labor 
force estimates are limited 
to January-September 2021.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub Trimming

• Fully insured •

815-503-9273

Snow Removal 
Driveways Only  — Commercial & Residential

10182021

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

ALL-SIZE STORAGE, LLC
618 W. Walnut, Compton, IL

Rental Spaces for:
• Cars
• RV’s
• Household
• U-Name-It

Call Matt for prices and 
stall sizes

815-440-8366
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OGLESBY – Students 
attending Illinois Valley 
Community College this 
spring semester could re-
ceive payments made possi-
ble by the Higher Education 
Emergency Relief Fund 
(HEERF), board members 
learned Nov. 18.

Students enrolled in 12 
or more credit hours will 
receive $1,000. Those taking 
6-to-11 hours will receive 
$500. Payments will be made 
to students enrolled as of 
April 7. 

In addition, high school 
students enrolled in IVCC 
dual credit/dual enrollment 
courses this spring will have 
all tuition and the registra-
tion fee waived. Students 
who complete a Career and 
Technical Education dual 
credit course will qualify for a 
tuition waiver for three credit 
hours this summer or next fall. 

With the exception of 
IVCC employees and high 
school students, any student 
who enrolls this spring will 
receive a $100 IVCC book-
store gift card to use on books 
and supplies. 

“We recognize the impor-
tance of supporting students 
throughout the pandemic and 
are committed to helping 
them achieve their academic 
and career goals,” said Vice 
President for Student Services 
Mark Grzybowski. 

In other business, the 
board adopted the tentative 
$13.9 million 2021 tax levy, 
a 9.3 percent increase over 
last year’s $12.5 million levy.

The levy is based on a 
nearly 9 percent increase in 
the district’s eight-county 
combined equalized as-
sessed valuation (EAV), said 
Vice President for Business 

Some IVCC students to receive relief funds in spring
Services and Finance Matt 
Seaton. 

“This levy will keep the 
tax rate nearly flat for all dis-
trict tax payers,” Seaton said.

With the EAV increasing 
more than 5 percent, the 
board will hold a truth-in-tax-
ation hearing at its Dec. 9 
meeting “to access all funds 
available to the district,” 
Seaton said. 

Homeowners will see a 
slight increase in IVCC’s 
portion of their property 
tax bill due to a .0018 cent 
increase. The owner of a 
$100,000 home, for example, 
will see a 57-cent increase. 

The projected 2021 rate of 
.3588 is up slightly from the 
2020 rate of .3557. A public 
notice will be published and 
a public hearing held prior 
to trustees moving for final 
approval Dec. 9.

IVCC levies taxes in all 
or parts of La Salle, Bureau, 
Putnam, Marshall, Lee, Liv-
ingston, Grundy and DeKalb 
counties. 

In other action, trustees 
approved Protection, Health 
and Safety (PHS) projects 
totaling over $2.7 million 
including:

• Energy upgrades and 
piping repairs in Building 
C boiler room for $206,195;

• Repairs to parking lot 1 
for $53,130;

• Removal and resurfac-
ing of lot 5 for $718,200;

• Complete renovation of 
the band room (D201) for 
$1.7 million to include ele-
vator replacement, asbestos 
abatement and replacement 
of walls, ceilings, lighting 
and the raised floor.

Seaton said PHS projects 
could begin as early as this 
summer. 

Trustees also approved:
• Moving the start of 

2022 meetings up an hour to 
5:30 p.m. in the board room, 
C307. Meetings are the sec-
ond Thursday of each month 
on Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 
10, April 14, May 12, June 
9, July 14, Aug. 18 (the third 
Thursday), Sept. 8, Oct. 13, 
Nov. 10 and Dec. 8. 

• Purchase of CRM (Cus-
tomer Relationship Manage-
ment) software from Slate for 
$50,000. CRM streamlines 
campus communications 
and interactions including 
the ability to send targeted, 
personalized messages to 
prospects and current stu-
dents. First year CRM costs 
are covered by HEERF. 

• Board policy changes 
regarding tuition waivers and 
reimbursements.

• Closed session minutes 
from Oct. 14. 

• Negotiated retirement 
agreements with 29-year En-
glish instructor Randy Rambo 
and 27-year health and well-
ness instructor Tony Ruda.

Trustees learned:
• The IVCC Foundation 

will award a record $400,000 
in scholarships in fiscal 2022. 
In his campus update, Exec-
utive Director of Community 
Relations and Development 
Fran Brolley said in fiscal 
2021, Foundation assets in-
creased nearly $1.5 million 
to $8.6 million. 

• Tenure was granted to 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices program coordinator 
and instructor Nicholas Fish 
who began teaching full-time 
in spring 2019. 

• Five sports are moving 
up from Division III. Base-
ball and men’s and women’s 
soccer will move to Division 

II; men’s and women’s tennis 
moves to Division I. Women’s 
and men’s cross country will 
compete in Division II when 
those programs begin in fall 
2022. The changes bring 
the sports into alignment 
with Arrowhead Conference 
schools and allow IVCC to 
use scholarships in recruiting. 

“This will improve re-
cruiting and increase roster 
size at a time when we need 
enrollments,” said IVCC 
President Jerry Corcoran. 
Corcoran noted women’s 
tennis, led by coach Julie 
Milota, recently finished 
third at the NJCAA Division 
III tournament in Georgia.

• Illinois’ Department 
of Agriculture Division of 
Cannabis Regulation has 
authorized IVCC to operate 
under the Community Col-
lege Vocational Pilot Pro-
gram License. IVCC is one of 
nine community colleges to 
receive the designation. The 
license strengthens IVCC’s 
program and will likely al-
low it to grow and process 
industrial hemp. A total of 
23 students are enrolled in 
the college’s Introduction 
to Cannabis Production this 
fall. The course is part of the 
Basic Cannabis Production 
certificate program. An Ad-
vanced Cannabis Production 
certificate begins in January. 

• Crystal Credi was hired 
as special populations tran-
sition specialist effective 
Jan. 1 and Ashton Linson as 
financial aid advisor.

• Carey Burns, admin-
istrative assistant in Com-
munity Relations, resigned 

Oct. 27 after 19 years and 
Terumi Scully, adminis-
trative assistant in Project 
Success, resigned Oct. 29 
after 10 years. 

• Resignations were also 
received from Brandee Bar-
roso, part-time information 
specialist at Ottawa Center; 
Elizabeth Small, part-time li-
brary technician; and Charles 
Walker, part-time truck driv-
er training instructor. 

• 35 prospects attended the 
recent “Explore IVCC” event 
with several applying for 
admission. About 40 faculty, 
staff and students worked 
the event, said Tom Quigley, 
director of admissions and 
transfer services. Spring se-
mester begins Jan. 10. 

• IVCC will introduce two 
new class delivery modes this 
spring: “IP-VCM” (In-Per-
son/Virtual Class Meeting) 
requiring attendance; and 
“Flex-Attend,” an in-per-
son or virtual class meeting 
where attendance and partic-
ipation are flexible. 

• The monthly “Spotlight 
on the Classroom” by English 
instructor Delores Robinson 
focused on student Harvey 
Vela’s participation in a Na-
tional Science Foundation 
Research Experience for Un-
dergraduates. Vela, a student 
of IVCC biology instructor 
Lauri Carey, participated 
in a 12-week research proj-
ect culminating in a poster 
presentation at the Illinois 
Summer Research Sympo-
sium entitled “The Effects of 
Forest Management Practices 
on Wild Bee Abundance and 
Functional Traits.”

By KEVIN BESSLER
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD – An 
analysis found that before the 
infusion of federal COVID 
dollars, Illinois was one of 
eight states where spending 
exceeded long-term revenue.

Pew Charitable Trusts 
looked into financial reports 
and found that Illinois failed 
to amass enough revenue 
to cover expenses between 
fiscal years 2005 and 2019, 
the final year before the pan-
demic and recession.

“The fiscal balance indi-
cator gives us a big picture 
look at whether states have 
lived within their means over 
the long term,” said lead 
researcher Joanna Biernac-
ka-Lievestro.

The research shows 
during the 15 years before 
the pandemic, Illinois took 
in enough to cover just 94% 
of its expenses, the second 
smallest percentage in the 
country behind New Jersey. 
Illinois also reported budget 
deficits in every one of those 
years.

The other six states that 
failed to collect enough 
revenue to cover expenses 
were Massachusetts, Hawaii, 
Kentucky, Maryland, New 
York, and Delaware.

Biernacka-Lievestro said 

Illinois is 1 of 8 states that failed to balance past budgets 
before the pandemic, Illinois 
was headed down a rocky 
road, as long-running im-
balances can create an un-
sustainable fiscal situation, 
pushing off future taxpayers 
some past costs for operating 
government.

“A state that has a long-
term deficit will eventually 
have to turn to a mix of 
tapping into their reserves, 
taking on more debt, or de-

ferring some payments on 
their long-term obligations 
like pensions,” she said.

The typical state’s reve-
nue, composed primarily of 
tax dollars and federal funds, 
totaled 102.7% of its annual 
bills over the past 15 years.

The state with the largest 
surplus, Alaska, collected 
135% of revenue to cover 
its expenses, followed by 
Wyoming and North Dakota. 
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Dec. 2, 1998.)
By Jessica Nashold

On Dec. 3, 1898, The Mendota 
Reporter relayed information that the 
Sixth Regiment had been mustered out 
and paid the previous week in Spring-
field. The men of The Sixth had served 
seven months.

The boys are once more plain 
citizens.
While still in Springfield, Captain 

Foster was presented by his men with 
a gold watch and chain and a Masonic 
charm. He also received a badge with 
four leaf clover design, the emblem of 
the Second Army to which the Sixth 
Regiment was attached.

The Reporter observed that while 
the experience of spending time in a 
semi-tropical climate would doubtless 
be of value to the veterans, even more 
valuable would be their appreciation of 
peace after engaging in warfare.

Stern war is not what it is cracked 
up to be by the novelists.

***
In Mendota, the Baptists invited “all 

who have been soldiers for the U.S. 
in the Cuban war, their relatives and 
friends” to a special service on Dec. 4, 
1898, to remember those who lost their 
lives. Also – 

To aid in erection of a national 
monument in their memory.

***
In national news, a commission from 

Cuba was in Washington discussing 
steps toward establishing “a free and 
stable government.” The Cubans were 
willing to see U.S soldiers in Cuba 
during a transition period, but – 

We suggest they be placed under 
“smart restraint.”
The delegation said this caution was 

not a reflection on the American army, 
just awareness of a sensitive situation.

***
From LaMoille came word that the 

flag staff erected for Company K had 
been consigned to “winter quarters.” A 
few of “the comrades” lowered the mast, 
tied it securely and removed the gilded 
ball, letter and weathervane from the top.

In the spring she will rise again.
***

The Mendota city council authorized 
Mayor E.S. Browne to appoint a special 
policeman. His assignment would be 

“to keep drunkards out of the way of 
disturbing church-goers on Sunday, 
stop fighting in saloons on Sunday and 
get rid of prostitution.

The Reporter had an opinion about 
that, deeming the extra officer not 
necessary.

The mayor and council can en-
force all laws with present force.
“If the present officers are derelict 

in performance of their duty, they can 
certainly be made to do what they are 
hired for.”

At the next council meeting, the 
mandate to appoint a special policeman 
was reconsidered and referred to the 
judiciary committee.

***
Dec. 1, 1898 was “sparrow day.” The 

amount paid for sparrow heads during 
1897-98 exceeded $1800. A LaSalle 
man killed 2,870 sparrows and received 
$47.40 for the season. Presumably this 
was a LaSalle County project.

***
The grand opening of Eckart’s Hall 

on Dec. 8, 1898, featured the Wills 
orchestra, which introduced the new 
Cake Walk Quadrille. The spacious hard 
maple floor was 47 ½ feet by 57 ½ feet, 
with a platform for the musicians on the 
west end. Located on Illinois Street (now 
Illinois Avenue), John Eckart’s carriage 
business occupied the ground floor. 
In 1937, at which time it housed F.R. 
Bailey’s furniture store and the A&P 
grocery, the building was destroyed by 
fire. Joe and Ben Zolper purchased the 
ruins and constructed its replacement 
– 704-706 Illinois Ave.

***
It was front page news when O.D.F. 

Conkey celebrated his 77th birthday 
on Dec. 1, 1898. Twenty-four friends 
gathered at the Conkey home for the 
occasion. Dr. E.P. Cook was toastmas-
ter and congratulated Mr. Conkey on 
his “vigor and health” at his advanced 
age. Other “bright toasts” were offered 
by the Rev. Allen, Presbyterian pastor, 
and veterinarian, Dr. Matthew Wilson.

***

In business news, it was told that 
the Hastings & Wylie drug store had 
been transferred to George D. Denison. 
• Pohl’s Hotel was offered for sale as 
part of Mr. Pohl’s estate. • G.J. Keller 
had purchase the former Clark photog-
raphy gallery.

***
Unusual weather was experienced 

in November 1898. In early November, 
storms called “the severest in archives 
of the weather office” were followed by 
one day of Indian Summer, then a cold 
wave on Nov. 22.

The sudden changes were among 
the most remarkable weather 
phenomena on several years.

***
The Mendota city council heard 

Berry & Walch explain that weather 
had prevented completion of work on 
the filter bed. The firm was granted an 
extension of its deadline to the summer 
of 1899. A charge of $189.78 for “work 
thus far” was honored.

***
J.H. Black’s offer of land to be used 

as a city dumping ground at rental of 
$50 per year was accepted.

***
Illinois farmland was advancing in 

price. Sale of two 160-acre pieces in 
Eureka brought prices of $98.75 and 
$91 per acre, respectively.

***
Skating on Henning’s pond had been 

a popular pastime during a week of 
“beautiful moonlight nights.”

***
At Lake Senatchwine, a fishing crew 

with a single haul of “their big seine” 
brought in the following: 4,680 carp and 
buffalo (actual count), 1,000 bass, also 
croppies and sunfish. They filled 17 bar-
rels with total weight of 80,000 pounds.

***
Elder Miles Grant of Boston began a 

series of lectures at the Advent Christian 
Churchin Mendota on Dec. 5, 1898. He 
featured an impressive historical chart 
measuring 67 feet by 7 feet to illustrate 
his topics. Admission was free and 
“questions will be allowed.”

***
Ladies of the German Catholic 

Church conducted a bazaar in Wash-
ington Hall on Dec. 7-9, 1898, where 
crafts suitable for Christmas giving 
were on sale.

Oysters and coffee will be served.

Sixth Regiment mustered out – 1898
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
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SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
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Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......................815-910-0816

Mendota City Officials

By Scott Reeder
I was digging around in a barn loft a while back 

collecting things that had been stored away for half a 
century.

When I pried open a suitcase, I found a stack of 
newspapers from November 1963, cataloging the details 
of the assassination of John F. Kennedy.

I carried the suitcase down the ladder to show its 
contents to my young daughters. They looked at the 
headlines: Kennedy, Johnson, Oswald, Ruby, Tippit. 
They asked the appropriate questions, but then they saw 
a silver-colored tray stuffed among the pages.

One of my teenagers carefully examined the artifact 
and asked what it was. Her two sisters looked on equally 
perplexed. Then they looked at me with expectation.

I explained what they held in their hands was called 
an ashtray.

I couldn’t help but be amused. When I was growing 
up, a pack of Old Golds was always in my dad’s shirt 
pocket and an ash tray in most every room. 

But, today, my daughters are never around anyone 
when they smoke. Springfield banned smoking in 
restaurants and other public places before they were 
born, and all of Illinois soon followed suit. So, the once 
ubiquitous ashtrays on every restaurant table are gone.

When I entered the newspaper business 33 years ago, 
I could always tell when one particular editor proofread 
my copy because there were singe marks from his cigar 
on the bottom of each page that he had marked up.

A few years later, workplace smokers were relegated 
to the outdoors. Today, smokers have become lonely 
distant figures puffing away near curbs – just off their 
employer’s property.

What was once a cultural touchstone has become an 
artifact of another era. 

The conversation got me thinking about what other 
cultural talismans that will disappear in coming years.  
(If you are thinking newspapers, I’ll smack you upside 
the head.) Here’s my prediction: bank checks.

A couple of years ago, I had this conversation with 
a young man I had a business relationship with: “Just 
mail me a check.”

The twenty-something paused and finally said, “I 
don’t have any checks. And I don’t have any envelopes 
or stamps.”

This was no ordinary person. He’s an accomplished 
entrepreneur and a college graduate.

And he ran a business.
But he didn’t have a checkbook?
How on earth can someone operate a household, yet 

alone a business, without checks?
Many millennials simply pay with plastic. A debit or 

credit card more often than not will suffice. And they 
have apps like PayPal and Venmo on their phones that 
allow them to pay in ways without a pen.

My young friend ultimately dropped by his bank to 
have a half dozen checks printed. But before he filled 
one out, he watched a YouTube video showing him how.

When he shared that with me, I felt old. Really old.
For me, getting a checking account was a rite of 

passage. I grew up on a farm, and when I was 11 years 
old, I opened an account so I had a mode of paying for 
the feed and supplies for the calves I was raising.

I can remember my mother standing over me at the 
kitchen table as I worked to balance my checkbook. It 
was hard work — at least for an absent minded 11-year-
old who kept forgetting to enter transactions into his 
check register. 

Federal Reserve data shows that checks are becoming 
less popular with Americans. And in countries such as 
Germany, Denmark, Switzerland, Finland and Nether-
lands, bank checks have essentially been eliminated.  

If the trend continues, someday the written check 
will go the way of the telegram.

Still, there is something to be said for holding a check 
in your hands. I still remember my first paycheck as a 
journalist. I was a summer intern at the Galesburg Reg-
ister-Mail when an editor walked by my desk, handed 
me a check and said, “Congratulations.”

I assure you, $3.35 an hour never felt so good.
Future students will ponder these words in Martin 

Luther King’s, “I Have a Dream” speech: “America has 
given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has 
come back marked ‘insufficient funds.’”

Will those future young scholars marvel at the great 
man’s eloquence or ask: “What’s a check?”

(Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at: sreeder@illinoistimes.com.)

What’s a check?

By Rich Lowry
The GOP has had plenty of reason for good cheer in 

recent months.
Nothing can compare, though, with the glad tidings of a 

potential showdown between Vice President Kamala Harris 
and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg to be Biden’s 
successor in 2024 should he decide not to run for reelection.

Surely, there would be other serious candidates in that 
circumstance, but there is no doubt that Harris and Buttigieg 
would be high on the list of potential contenders, as various 
journalistic outfits have noted over the past week.

As it happens, they exemplify the contemporary Dem-
ocratic Party’s electoral deficiencies, while bringing their 
own flagrant personal political weaknesses to the equation.

If this is really the choice Democrats would face should 
Biden decline to run, they better hope he defies age, bounces 
back to robust political health, and is prepared to serve again 
well into his 80s.

Harris flamed out in the 2020 Democratic nomination well 
before the Iowa caucuses, unable to settle on a message or 
political identity. Her staff was obsessed with the progressive 
hothouse of Twitter, which is a powerful device for creating 
a false sense of what real voters, even Democratic primary 
voters, care about.

As vice president, she’s basically picked up where her 
desultory campaign left off. In the latest USA Today/Suffolk 
University poll, Harris had a dismal 28% approval rating. It’s 
difficult to rate that low without getting indicted or suffering 
some other embarrassing scandal. 

Her allies, of course, complain that she’s being treated 
unfairly because she’s a woman of color. This fixation on 
race and gender plays much better with the left-wing activist 
class than with the public. The simpler explanation for Harris’ 
woes is that she’s a below-average politician serving under 
an unpopular president.

Pete Buttigieg has had a happier tenure. With his surprising 
success in the 2020 Democratic primary, he bootstrapped 
himself into a Cabinet position and is now enjoying a windfall 
of resources thanks to the infrastructure bill.

He embodies, to a fault, the party’s growing strength 
among college-educated whites. He’s smooth, credentialed, 
hyper-articulate and a quick study who knows enough -- 
sometimes just enough -- to charm and impress journalists 
and other white-collar creative types. 

If a management consultant were to design a progressive 
white Democrat in a bottle, the result would look a lot like 
Buttigieg, himself a former management consultant.

It’s become increasingly clear, though, that the Democratic 
Party’s new base among college-educated voters is a trap if 
it is pursued to the exclusion of an appeal to working-class 
voters. The party’s poor standing with non-college-educat-
ed voters has begun to show up in eroding support among 
Latinos, a constituency that was presumed to be a key pillar 
of the Obama-crafted “coalition of the ascendant.”

A successful post-Biden Democratic future is more likely 
to be found in the likes of New York Mayor-elect Eric Adams 
than Harris or Buttigieg.

He is an African American former cop with a hard-knocks 
upbringing that gives him working-class street cred. He 
knows that woke bromides aren’t the way to appeal to African 
American voters, who put him over the top in the Democratic 
primary. He’s a standard progressive in many respects, but 
he has proven immune to fashionable left-wing causes. He 
not only defused a hot-button cultural issue -- namely, crime 
-- he campaigned on it and made it a strength, an ability that 
most national Democrats have lost as the party has moved 
left since 2016.

It’s far too early to know how his City Hall tenure will 
actually turn out, but Adams has the qualities and approach 
that, in theory, could be fruitful for Democrats nationally.

Meanwhile, even if the GOP is on a roll at the moment, 
it shouldn’t get its hopes up. At the end of the day, a 2024 
Democratic primary dominated by Harris and Buttigieg is 
probably too good to be true.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Harris v. Buttigieg would be the GOP’s dream primary



The Mendota Reporter • A7Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021

LOCAL AND AREA

DECEMBER 2021

The Community Calendar Is 
Brought To You By Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce 

& The Mendota Reporter.
These are some of the local 
businesses who belong to 

your Chamber of Commerce

Carriage House Electric

Casey’s General Store

Central Bank Illinois

Chamlin & Associates, Inc.

Chris Eller-The Retirement Specialist

Cindy’s on 34

City of Mendota

Commonwealth Edison

Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22  
& 29

CORN HOLE (BAGS) 
GAMES

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

10 AM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Dec. 2, 9, 16, 30
EXERCISES

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

8 am
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700.

Dec, 2 & 16
HEARING SCREENS

Sponsored by the Civic 
Center/Mendota Area Senior 

Services 
9:30 AM - 1 PM 

Mendota Civic Center
For more information call 

(815) 539-7700 
Hearing and batteries 

available at MASS office.

Dec. 2, 9, 16 & 30
POKENO

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

12 Noon
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Open to the public.

Dec. 2, 9, 16 & 30
QUILT AND CRAFT CLUB

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services 

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center 
Bring your own craft items 

to and join others for 
conversation.

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Dec. 3
COLOR ME CALM

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

9:30 am to 11:30 am
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Supplies will be provided.

Dec. 3, 10 & 17
WORD GAMES

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

10 AM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

All are welcome to join  
in the fun.

Dec. 3, 10 & 17
BINGO

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

1 pm
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Dec. 6, 13, 20 & 27
EXERCISES

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

8 AM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Dec. 6, 13, 20 & 27
CARD CLUB

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Dec. 6, 13, 20  
& 27

DOMINOES
Sponsored by Mendota Area 

Senior Services
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Dec. 6
COMMUNITY BINGO

Sponsored by Mendota Area 
Senior Services

2 PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

All are welcome to  
join in the fun.

Dec. 7, 14, 21  
& 28

GAMES & PUZZLES
Sponsored by Mendota Area 

Senior Services
10 AM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Dec. 7, 14, 21  
& 28

EUCHRE
Sponsored by Mendota Area 

Senior Services
12 Noon

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700 
Cash prizes are  

awarded at the end!  
Admission is $3 per person.

Dec. 7, 14, 21  
& 28

Wii BOWLING
Sponsored by Mendota Area 

Senior Services
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center

For more info call (815) 
539-7700

Dec. 14 & 28
BLOOD PRESSURE/

BLOOD SUGAR CHECKS
Sponsored by Mendota Area 

Senior Services
11 AM - 12 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center

For more info call (815) 
539-7700

Dec. 16
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Sponsored by the Civic 

Center/Mendota Area Senior 
Services 
5:30 PM 

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center 

For more info call (815) 
539-7700

Bring a dish to pass and your 
own table setting.

Dec. 18
BAKE SALE/MRS. 

SANTA’S COOKIE SALE
Sponsored by MASS and 

Mendota Chamber 
9 AM to 12 PM

First State Bank - Main Offie
For more info call (815) 

539-7700

Dec. 20
TOUR OF LIGHTS AT 

ROTARY PARK
4:30 PM

Meet in the Civic Center 
Parking Lot.

Please pre-register by calling 
(815) 539-7700.

$5 admission charge
MASS will provide 

transportation to Rotary Park 
and back to the Civic Center.

Dec. 22
MOVIE 

“NIGHTMARE BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS”

Sponsored by Graves-Hume 
Library & MASS 

3 PM
Graves-Hume Library 

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700 

11
29

20
21

12012021

Notice of Proposed Property Tax 
Increase for Road District of Troy 

Grove Township
I. A public hearing to approve a proposed 
property tax levy increase for Troy Grove 
Township Road District for 2022 will be 
held on December 14, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Troy Grove Township Building.  
Any person desiring to appear at the 
public hearing and present testimony 
to the taxing district may contact Karen 
Stremlau, Supervisor, 4013 E 1st Road, 
Mendota, 815-910-3500.
II. The corporate and special purpose 
property taxes extended or abated for 
2021 were $ 84309.94. The proposed 
corporate and special property taxes to 
be levied for 2022 are $100090.00 this 
represents a 18.72% increase over the 
previous year.
III. The property tax extended for debt 
service and public building commission 
leases
for 2021 was $0. The estimated property 
tax to be levied for debt service and 
public building commission leases for 
2022 is $0. This represents a 0% increase 
or decrease over the previous year.
IV. The total property taxes extended or 
abated for 2021 were $84309.94             
The estimated total property taxes to be 
levied for 2022 are $ 100090.00. This 
represents an 18.72% over the previous 
year.

Darlene Wujek
Troy Grove Township Clerk

12012021

Notice of Proposed Property Tax 
Increase for Troy Grove Township

I. A public hearing to approve a proposed 
property tax levy increase for Troy Grove 
Township Road District for 2021 will be 
held on December 14, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Troy Grove Township Building.  
Any person desiring to appear at the 
public hearing and present testimony 
to the taxing district may contact Karen 
Stremlau, Supervisor, 4013 E 1st Road, 
Mendota, 815-910-3500.
II. The corporate and special purpose 
property taxes extended or abated for 
2021 were $26841.98. The proposed 
corporate and special property taxes to 
be levied for 2022 are $66837.00 this 
represents a 149% increase over the 
previous year.
III. The property taxes extended for debt 
service and public building commission 
leases
for 2021 was $0. The estimated property 
taxes to be levied for debt service and 
public building commission leases for 
2022 are $0. This represents a 0% increase 
or decrease over the previous year.
IV. The total property taxes extended or 
abated for 2021 were $26841.98. 
The estimated total property taxes to 
be levied for 2022 are $66837.00. This 
represents 
a 149% over the previous year.

Darlene Wujek
Troy Grove Township Clerk

Farmland Auction
77 acres MOL unimproved farmland Section 

14 Meriden Twp., LaSalle Co., Il.
Friday December 10th, 2021 @ 10:00 AM 

Auction to be held in the basement of Pioneer State Bank 137 N. Main 
St., Earlville, Il and online.
Legal Description: The S. ½ of the SW ¼ excluding approximate 3 
acre building site in section 14, Meriden Twp., LaSalle Co., Il.
Directions to Property: From I-39 take US Hwy 34 approximately 6 
miles to E. 10th Rd. then north ¼ mile.
Taxes: TBD buildings to be split off the farm current PIN- 02-14-301-000
Soils: The predominant soils are Sable silty clay loam, Muscatune-Buck-
hart silt loams, Muscatune silt loam and Osco silt loam.  The farm has a 
Crop productivity index of 143.9
Closing: Closing to take place on or before December 30th, 2021.

Sellers: Bauer Family Farm 

Attorney: Attorney Mark Anderson Anderson Law
McConville Realty & Auctioneering 

Joe McConville 815/910-5673 Marty McConville 815/200-2233
For a complete list of terms, soil maps, aerial photos contact auctioneers or 

visit our website www.mcconvillerealty.com 

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College’s 
Wind Ensemble offers a free concert at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 9 in the Dr. Mary Margaret Weeg Cultural 
Centre. 

The performance will include the music of Robert 
Longfield, Eric Whitacre, Brian Balmages, Samuel 
Barber, Richard M. and Robert B. Sherman, and Leroy 
Anderson. 

Selections include Lux Aurmque, Symphonic Ep-
isodes, selections from Walt Disney’s Mary Poppins, 
and A Christmas Festival, amongst other selections. 

Under the direction of conductor Phil Whaley, the 
ensemble includes IVCC students, local and regional 
music educators and community members dedicated to 
the promotion of quality wind and percussion music. 

Audience members are required to wear a mask 
and maintain six feet of distance from other audience 
members who do not live in their household.

IVCC Wind Ensemble
sets free concert Dec. 9 MENDOTA – Public notice from Mendota High 

School: Snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles are not 
allowed on any District 280 school property. Violators 
will be prosecuted.

Snowmobiles, ATVs are not
allowed on Dist. 280 property

ONLINE PUBLIC AUCTION
JIM & BONNY WEINHEIMER, of 

Cortland IL, Owners & CAROLINE H 
KRECIC, TRUST of Somonauk IL. 

The AUCTION will END on WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 15TH 2021  
@ 6:00 pm. (soft close)

AUCTION WILL FEATURE ITEMS FROM TWO CONSIGNORS Including 
From the Caroline Krecic Trust a 2012 Kia 4 door & 1995 Ford Ranger 
pickup, nice vehicles, ANTIQUE FURNITURE, CLOCKS, LAMPS, 
FRAMED PRINTS, HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS & 
ANTIQUE FURNITURE, COLLECTIBLE SMALLS & GLASSWARE- 
MANY OTHER USEFUL ITEMS. Inc LIKE NEW ELCTRIC RECLINER 
SOFIA, & ANTIQUE LARGE WOOD WORKERS BENCH.
AUCTION bidding BEGINNING November 25th 2021, 
go2wegenerauctions.com for catalog & registration, GET SIGNED UP 
NOW, CHECK THIS OUT!!!
SEE PHOTOS and get into this event @ go2wegenerauctions.com. 
Preview DATE: Tuesday December 14 2021 from 3:00 PM TO 5:00 PM. 
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS ON ANY ITEM & MORE PHOTO’S IF 
NECESSARY
Pick up days following the auction see web site for times & sign ups and 
instructions. Pick up will be located @ 75 West Chestnut Cortland IL 
60112, PLEASE use the sign up @ go2wegenerauctions.com for sign up 
see web site, if you are not able to pick up your items on the allotted days, 
please make other arrangements with the auctioneers prior to sale.  
See auction Detail Tab by going to web site after you register into 
this auction for the terms & condition & rules on shipping preview & 
pickup dates & location.  Please feel free to contact us if not able to get 
signed in on this sale or on how to use the sign up for pickup, preview or 
assistance. 13% buyer’s premium charge on all items.

AUCTIONEERS:
Chris Wegener, Sandwich IL. 815-451-2820 & Joel Prestegaard, 

815-761-7426, Lee IL. 
See photos & information @ go2wegenerauction.com

   

ONLINE PUBLIC AUCTION
Charles “Gus” & Joyce Hanson, 

Owners, Serena IL  
AUCTION ENDS on THURSDAY December 16th 2021 @ 6:00 pm. 

(soft close),
Large toy collection that includes Farm tractors, implements & 
construction toys, brand names like Ertl, Nylint, Model Toys & others. 
Gus & Joyce were exhibitors at the Sandwich Fair for 38 years with 
a farm house and several farm out buildings with accessories for 38 
years. The entire collection will be sold. Including the farm buildings. 
Gus was well known around the local area for repairing & refurbishing 
toys. Gus was featured in The Toy Farmer magazine for his collection 
which he has built scale model farm equipment that can’t be found 
on anyone’s toy shelf including a Cook Corn Sheller mounted on a IH 
flatbed truck & case Hay baler like the one your great grandfather used 
with extra Gus details. Nearly 90% of the toys in this catalog have been 
personally customized by Gus.  
AUCTION bidding opens MONDAY November 29th 2021, 
go2wegenerauctions.com for catalog & registration, The AUCTION will 
END on THURSDAY December 16th 2021 @ 6:00 pm. (soft close), GET 
SIGNED UP NOW, CHECK THIS OUT!!!
SEE PHOTOS and get into this event @ go2wegenerauctions.com. 
Preview DATE: Wednesday December 15th 3:00 PM TO 5:00 PM. CALL 
FOR MORE DETAILS ON ANY ITEM & MORE PHOTO’S IF NECESSARY 
Pick up days following the auction see web site for times & sign ups and 
instructions. Preview & pick up will be located @ the Hanson home 2265 
US. 52 Serena IL 60549. for sign up see web site @ go2wegenerauctions.
com, if you are not able to pick up your items on the allotted days, please 
make other arrangements with the auctioneers prior to bidding on the sale.  

AUCTIONEERS:
Chris Wegener, Sandwich IL. 815-451-2820 & Joel Prestegaard, 

815-761-7426, Lee IL. 
See photos & information @ go2wegenerauction.com
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265

firststatebank.biz

ACCOUNTANTS
Echols & Associates P.C.
817 Illinois Ave.
815-539-5666 
www.echols-cpa.com

ANTIQUES
D&D Antiques
708 Illinois Ave.
815-440-5056

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290 • Fax 815-538-7032  
bakerscomputerservices@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations - Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

Westside Family Dentistry
Keri Sundberg, D.D.S. • Kristen Beversdorf, D.M.D.
709 Plaza Drive • 815-539-7004

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550 

Jurassic Bark Mobile Grooming
815-200-3326

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
Echols & Associates P.C.
817 Illinois Ave.
815-539-5666
www.echols-cpa.com

H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-
0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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LOCAL AND AREA

The Village of Sublette Businesses 
welcome you to shop, dine and  

celebrate close to home this Holiday 
season! When you spend your  
dollars with locally owned and  

   operated businesses, you also help 
support our area’s economic growth 

and vitality, making it a great place to 
call home for the holidays and all year!

DINGES FIRE COMPANY
Season’s Greetings

(815) 857-2000
www.dingesfire.com

PIONEER STATE BANK
137 South Main St. • Earlville 

• (815) 246-8411
235 Chicago Rd. • Paw Paw • 

(815) 627-2651
303 S. Pennsylvania Ave
Sublette • (815) 849-5242

3 E. Woodhaven Drive
Sublette • (815) 849-5918

MEMBER FDIC

VAESSEN BROS. 
CHEVROLET, INC.

Merry Christmas & A Happy 
New Year

Hwy. 52,  Sublette 
(815) 849-5232

www.vaessenbrothers.com

HANSON DRAINAGE 
SOLUTIONS

Sublette • (630) 330-7829

MENDOTA HILLS 
CAMPGROUND
642 US 52, Amboy 

(815) 849-5930

KEVIN’S CATERING
Kevin & Julie Malach 

(owners)
(815) 849-5114

BONNELL’S GENERAL 
STORE, INC.

200 N. Reeve St,  Sublette
Happy Holidays!

ELLIE RAE’S BOUTIQUE
In the Village Mall

Wishes you a Happy Holiday

COUNTRY VILLAGE 
MEATS

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!

Call now to order your Prime 
Rib or Hickory
Smoked Ham
(815) 849-5532

ERBES REALTY, LLC.
1922 Tower Rd, Sublette  

(815) 535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

SUDS YER DUDS
In The Alley

100 S. Front St., Sublette

LA FIESTA
107 W. Main St., Sublette  

(815) 849-9224
Daily Specials Available!

WOODHAVEN LAKES 
REALTY

May your home be filled 
With an abundance of

Peace & Joy This Holiday 
Season!

815-849-5476

FURNITURE OVERLOAD
Happy Holidays!

100 S. Front St., Sublette

LOCAL CUP & CAKE
South Front St., Sublette

G. KLEIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Sublette
Merry Christmas & Happy 

New Year

LEFFELMAN 
AUTOMOTIVE

301 N. Richmond St., 
Sublette • (815) 849-5171

DON J. DINGES
Signs, Truck Lettering & 

Barn Quilts
Sublette • (815) 849-5582

SUBLETTE 
MECHANICAL

2025 Sublette Rd., Sublette 
(815) 849-5223

SUBLETTE FARMERS 
ELEVATOR CO

100 W Main St., Sublette  
(815) 849-5222

LEFFELMAN & 
ASSOCIATES

111 W Main St., Sublette  
(815) 849-5219

WOODY TRUE VALUE 
HARDWARE STORE

1802 Sublette Rd.,Sublette  
(815) 849-5107

SUBLETTE COLLISION 
CENTER

Autobody Services at 
affordable prices

We are the Best of a Bad 
Situation

(815) 849-9090

GREEN RIVER OAKS 
RESORT

Happy Holidays!
815-857-2815

DYNO DEAN MOWING
815-440-8461

Season’s Greetings!

SUBLETTE BP
779-245-5399 • Route 52

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!

MAIN STREET REPAIR
205 Main St., Sublette 

815-849-5225

WOODHAVEN LAKES 
ASSOCIATION
Happy Holidays!

509 LaMoille Rd., Sublette  
815-849-5209

HD SEED 
BECK’S SEEDS

203  N. Front St., Sublette  
779-348-1149

ROUTE 52 ROADHOUSE
101 N Pennsylvania Ave., 

Sublette
815-849-9999

VAESSEN IMPLEMENT 
REPAIR

542 US Route 52 • Sublette
815-849-9010 

ROEMMICH RESORT 
HOMES

1867 Tower Road • Sublette
815-849-5577 

ROD PIONEER SALES
463 Inlet Road • Sublette

815-849-5700 

PINE VIEW 
CAMPGROUND

Sleepy Hollow Road  
Sublette

“All Good In The Woods”
815-857-3964

RV DOCTOR
1914 Tower Road • Sublette

815-849-5924

SUBLETTE SALOON
1831 Tower Road • Sublette

815-849-5470

HENKEL SEEDS
Cedar Grove Road • Sublette 

(Henkel)

SUBLETTE TRUCKING 
COMPANY INC.

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year

SHADY OAKS COUNTRY 
CLUB

577 US Highway 52 
Sublette

815-849-5424
www.shadyoakscc.com

11
24
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1301900

I can help lower your premium 
through Drive Safe & Save™. 
Get to a better State®.  
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Get a discount up to 50%.

Big savings 
for safe 
drivers.

Kurt Bruno, Agent
1103 Main Street

Mendota, IL  61342
Bus: 815-539-3878

kurt.bruno.gtoz@statefarm.com

Official Grand Opening!

409 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL, 61342

815-410-8555

Visit us Anytime!

GreatLakes Global Equipment Parts carries
parts for excavators, wheel loaders,

bulldozers, articulated trucks, and more! 
 

We Specialize In:
Hydraulic Pumps

 Rubber Undercarriage

Engine Components

Hydraulic Cylinders

Construction Equipment 
Attachments

Engines

Transmissions

Ask About
Our First-

Time Buyer
Discount!

info@greatlakesglobalequipment.com

GreatLakes Global Equipment Parts carries parts for  
excavators, wheel loaders, bulldozers, articulated trucks 
and more!

We Specialize In:
Hydraulic Pumps
Rubber Undercarriage
Engine Components
Hydraulic Cylinders
Engines
Transmissions
Construction Equipment 
Attachments

Visit us Anytime!
409 Plaza Drive 

Mendota, IL 61342815-410-8555

info@greatlakesglobalequipment.com

Ask About 
Our First-

Time Buyer 
Discount!

NEW LOCATION 1500 Knollcrest Drive

Happy Holidays to my valued clients and 
thank you for your continued support!

You can also visit studio1500hair.com to book,  
purchase retail or gift cards! 12

01
20

21

I have  
gift cards  

available for that  
perfect gift for  

Christmas!

Call 815-538-6362  
or visit my 

@studio1500hair 
to book an  

appointment 

Spirit of the season
Parishioners of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Mendota as well as guests and friends sing a holiday song after 
the lighting of the Christmas tree in the courtyard of the church on Nov. 28. The spirit of the season can be 
seen all over Mendota as decorations adorn many houses, with the countdown to Christmas just over three 
weeks away. (Reporter photo)  

By Zeta Cross
The Center Square
contributor

SPRINGFIELD – If your 
car gets stuck in the snow 
or if the power goes out at 
home, do you have what you 
need to stay safe?

Now is a good time to 
think about how prepared 
you and your family are 
for winter, said Rebecca 
Clark, communications 
manager for the Illinois 
Department of Emergency 
Management.

“Being unprepared for 
winter weather is not only 
inconvenient, it can be dan-
gerous,” Clark said.

The Illinois Department 
of Emergency Management 
recommends that people put 
together two emergency 
supply kits – one for your 
home and one for the car.

Clark recommends as-
sembling the kits gradually.

“When you are at the 
grocery store, maybe pick 
up some canned goods and 
batteries. Assemble what 
you need piece by piece by 
piece. Get an ice scraper 
for your car. A cell phone 
charger. Some trail mix or 
nuts,” Clark said.

A leading national insur-
ance company has found 
that nearly 1 million mo-
torists every year wind up 
stranded in their cars for an 
hour or more. A shovel and 
some sand or kitty litter can 
help you get yourself out 
of a snowbank or a ditch. 
Sleeping bags or blankets, 
flashlights, water and some 
kind of food can keep you 
from getting really cold 
while you are waiting for 
help.

Drive more slowly and 
carefully in the winter 
months, The Department 
of Emergency Management 
said.

“Whether it is rain, ice 
or snow, in the winter we 
need to adjust our driving,” 
Clark said.

It takes ten times longer 
to brake and stop on an icy 
road.

In your home, get your 
furnace serviced. Buy a 12-
pack of filters and change 
the filter every month. If 
an ice storm knocks out 
the power, have flashlights, 
phone chargers, plenty of 
blankets, and non-perish-
able food.

Be aware of the risk of 
hypothermia. Babies that 
sleep in rooms that get too 
cold can get hypothermia, 
a serious medical condition 
where the body loses heat 
faster than it can produce 
heat. Hypothermia is also 
a risk for hunters, hikers, 
anyone who works outside 
for extended periods and 
kids who get wet and cold.

Hypothermia comes on 
gradually, sometimes caus-
ing disorientation or mental 
confusion that prevents the 
person from getting help. 
Learn CPR (cardio pulmo-
nary resuscitation). In a 
case of severe hypothermia, 
many times CPR can revive 
an unconscious victim who 
appears to be dead.

Officials urge Illinoisans to prepare for winter emergencies 

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
would like to remind driv-
ers of a few safety tips to 
keep everyone safe while 
driving in winter weather 
conditions.

Take the time to clean 
the snow and ice from all 
vehicle windows prior to 
driving on the road. Keep 
your speed down to assist in 
keeping control of your own 

vehicle when driving on 
slick icy roads. If traveling 
long distances remember to 
pack a few emergency items 
to take along in the event 
your vehicle should go off 
the roadway, including a 
cell phone, blankets and 
water.

If you are leaving town 
and need information re-
garding road conditions, 
call 800-452-4368.

Mendota Police Department offers
safety tips for driving in the winter
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Great Holiday Gifts!
Gift Cards To Your Favorite 

Retailers & Restaurants

1102 Meriden St., Mendota

815-539-9341

M
G

G
20

17

Over 95 Years Serving 
Our Communities

HIGHWAY 52, SUBLETTE, IL 61367 • 815-849-5232 • www.vaessenbrothers.com

Great Deals, 
            Great Service 
                             Since 1926

MGG2021

 Fresh Fruit 
Baskets
made to order

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
Phone: (815) 539-9341

Hours: 6am - 9pm
7 Days a Week

Make Sullivan’s Your
Christmas Headquarters!

Fresh Cut
Prime Rib
- Cut to Order -
(see store for details)

Sullivan’s
GIFT CARDS

Make
GREAT

STOCKING
STUFFERS!

MGG2020

Custom Made
• Deli Fresh Meat Trays
• Meat & Cheese Trays

• Hams • Turkeys • Holiday Roasts

Fresh Holiday 
Wreaths

Jerry’s Flower Barn

Buy any regularly priced cash & carry holiday 
item, and then pick a candy cane for 

10-50% OFF!

It’s time for 

Candy Cane Discounts!!

701 Illinois Ave. • Mendota
(815) 539-6274

Now thru 
Christmas!

SPORTs N -STUFF
42ND ANNIVERSARY SALE

December 2, 3 & 4
42% OFF  

‘In Stock’ single item  
- excludes letter jackets

      Hours: Dec 2 & 3 - 8 am - 4 pm,  
Dec 4 - 8 am - 1 pm

804 WASHINGTON ST - (815)539-6354
M

G
G

20
21

715 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815-539-5651

Brandon Pezanoski, Jackie Near, 
Mike Wasmer, Mary Ann Baughan, Tyler Full
Left to Right: Tyler Full, Jackie Near,
 Mike Wasmer, Mary Ann Baughan, 

Brandon Pezanoski

NOTICE
The annual meeting of 

the St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Cemetery Association on 
Old Chicago Road will 

be held at 1 p.m. on Dec. 
6, 2021, at the Florence 
Buettner residence at 
1665 William Way in 
Mendota. All people 

interested in upkeep of 
the cemetery are invited 

to attend.
David Costello,

Secretary

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

From the family of James 
A. Jones: 6-23-1946 to 
11-1-2021. Jim’s life was 
well lived. What a precious 
gift of love and grace he 
gave us. It was filled with 
moments sweet and sad, 
with smiles and tears, with 
so many good friends and 
family so loved. The cards 
of condolences, flowers, 
food, memorials and phone 
calls meant so much. Spe-
cial thanks to all our family, 
friends and neighbors, and 
to Father Randy for a beau-
tiful funeral. Thank you to 
St. Mary’s Choir and Rick 
Cardot for very special 
goodbye songs. Thank you 
to Merritt Funeral Home 
for their kindness, gracious 
and professional care with 
every detail. Thank you to 
each and every one of Jim’s 
family for their love and 
support. My heart is full of 
love for each one of you.

Peggy Jones
Julie and Mike Kessinger

& family
Stephanie & Ron Smith

& family
Korenna Montavon,
Rob Robb & family

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Myron T. Lesley, 22, of 

404 Fourth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 
battery after police officers 
responded to the 400 block of 
Fourth Avenue after a 9-1-1 
call of a physical altercation. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail to 
appear before a judge.

DUI
Harrison D. Schimmer, 

22, of Somonauk, was 
charged with driving under 
the influence of alcohol after 
a traffic stop at 13th Avenue 
and Monroe Street at 2:47 
a.m. Nov. 25. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
James S. King, 50, of 603 

10th Ave., Mendota, was ar-
rested at 9:14 p.m. Nov. 25 on 
valid LaSalle County warrant 
for failure to appear/battery. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Abby L. Quintana, 23, of 

Peru, was charged with driv-
ing while license suspended 
after a traffic stop at Lincoln 
Avenue and 15th Street at 
10:39 p.m. Nov. 25. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Matthew M. Corcoran, 

38, of Peru, was arrested 
at 9:22 p.m. Nov. 26 on a 
valid Lee County warrant 
for failure to appear/danger-
ous drugs, a valid Marshall 
County warrant for failure 
to appear/driving while 
revoked and a valid LaSalle 
County warrant for failure to 
appear/dangerous drugs. The 
subject was unable to post 
bond and was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE REVOKED
Randall Adams, 62, of 

1802 First Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license revoked after 
a traffic stop at 17th Street 
and First Avenue at 3:47 
p.m. Nov. 27. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

CARDS OF
THANKS

MENDOTA – Mem-
bers of the Mendota Police 
Department would like to 
remind citizens of an import-
ant safety tip. Whether your 
vehicle is in your garage, 
driveway or parked on the 
street, always keep it locked.

Do not leave the keys in 
the ignition of your vehicle, 
even if you are only park-
ing it for a short period of 
time. Do not leave purses, 
wallets or other valuables in 
your vehicle, as this attracts 
unwanted attention from a 
would-be thief.

POLICE BLOTTER Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe
today. Call 815-539-9396.

Keep vehicle locked
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NAME:                

AGE:                

ADDRESS:               

PHONE:              

All children 10 years old & younger are invited to color 
the Christmas scene shown here & submit to The Mendota 

Reporter for a chance to win fabulous prizes. 

Entries must be received at our office, 703 Illinois Ave., 
Mendota, by 3:00 p.m. Thursday, December 16. 

Winners will be notified.

Prizes awarded for: 
1st Place 
2nd Place 
3rd Place

Must be 10 or younger to enter.

Thanks to these fine sponsors for making this Coloring Contest possible. Happy Holidays!

Mendota Mutual  
Insurance Company

1019 Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-3426

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave. • Mendota • 815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy 52 • Sublette

815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-7801

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota • 815-539-9341

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave. • Mendota

Stephenitch Do It Best 
Hardware

1204 13th Ave • Mendota • 815-539-9394

City of Mendota
800 Washington St. • Mendota • 815-539-7459

Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave. • Mendota • 815-538-3557

Pioneer State Bank
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Earlville • 815-246-8411

“Building the Path to Your Success”
Member FDIC

Triple Service Plumbing, 
Heating, Cooling & Electric

801 Monroe St. • Mendota • 815-539-3828

First State Bank  
of Van Orin

200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 W. Main St. • 815-643-2121

Member FDIC

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota • 815-539-9311

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Dr. • Mendota • 815-539-3811

Meyers Furniture
1901 S St. Hwy. 251 •  Mendota • 815-539-6263

Carriage House Electric 
105 12th St.  • Mendota • 815-538-5598

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5656 • Member FDIC

First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • Mendota • 815-539-5651

Mendota Area  
Senior Services

1901 Tom Merwin Drive • Mendota
815-539-7700

First State Bank
706 Washington St.• Mendota
815-538-2265 • Member FDIC

Mendota Child  
Development Center

1304 Division St. • Mendota
815-538-3333

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 East Main St. • Mendota

815-878-3185
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SPORTS

MARQUETTE 53, MENDOTA 11
Ottawa Marquette (53)

 FG FT Fls TP
Craig 5 0-2 0 12
Garkey 1 2-2 2 4
Morganflash	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
McCallum	 5	 0-0	 3	 11
Magoonaugh	 1	 0-1	 1	 2
Eager	 3	 2-2	 0	 9
Larson 0 0-0 1 0
Backas	 3	 0-2	 2	 6
Durdan	 4	 1-2	 1	 9
Totals	 22	 5-11	 13	 53

Mendota (11)
 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 1 0-0 5 2
Zinke 1 0-0 2 2
Salinas	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
Tolentino 1 0-0 2 2
Manning	 0	 1-3	 4	 1
Garcia	 0	 2-6	 5	 2
Reel 1 0-2 2 2
Wasmer	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
Totals	 4	 3-11	 26	 11

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Marquette	 18	 32	 47	 53
Mendota	 1	 5	 9	 11
Three-point	goals:	Marquette	-	Craig	
2, McCallum 1, Eager 1.

4M Graphix
Advanced Auto Parts
ARS Auto Repair Specialists
August Hill Winery & Illinois 

Sparkling Co.
Beck’s BP RT. 251
Casey’s General Store
Cindy’s on 34
Cute Nails
CVS/pharmacy
De La O’s
Dr. Tara Van De Wyngaerde O.D., 

P.C.
El Zarape
Elks Lodge

Expressions Hair Salon
Floralcrest Inc.
Studio 1500
JC’s Headquarters
Lakeside Liquors
Lube Cube Plus
Main Street Station
Nightengales Thrift Shop
Mauch Carpentry, Inc.
McDonalds
Mendota Area Y
Mendota Moose Family Center
Mendota Shell
Mendota Sport Shop
Moore Tires

OSF Gift Shop
Parkway Restaurant
Pizza’s by Marchelloni
Pohl’s Office Supply
Purpose Nutrition
Road Ranger
Rosati’s Pizza Pub
Sew Quiltable
Shell in Mendota
Specialty Body & Paint
Sports-N-Stuff
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware
Subway
Sullivans Ace Hardware
Sullivan’s Foods

Taco Madre
The Mendota Reporter
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating 

& Cooling
Uncle Joes Gaming
Walter Bros. Plumbing, Heating & 

Cooling
Ziggie’s Family Restaurant

Nov. 20 is the kickoff date for the Mendota Chamber’s 2021 Shop Local Promotion. The Shop Local promotion will run from 
Nov. 20 through Dec. 31 at participating businesses.
For every $10 spent in a participating business, you will receive one sticker. In order to qualify, you must turn in a full card 
and each card must have stickers from at least FIVE OF THE PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES.
Bring in your full cards to the Mendota Chamber Office at 800 Washington St. by noon Monday, Jan. 3, 2022. People 
may drop off their cards in the city’s night drop box on Illinois Avenue. Drawing will take place Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022. The 
Grand Prize includes over $1,000 in merchandise & gift cards from our participating businesses. Three consolation gifts 
baskets worth over $300 in merchandise & gift cards. Ten additional consolation winners will receive $20 in Chamber Gift 
Certificates.

Shop Local 

& WIN!
2021 Participating Businesses

MGG2021

Looking for a truly 
“Mendota” gift?

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!
Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on 

your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives, 
friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates! 

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and 
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
Gift Certificate
No Expiration Date

Mrs. Jane Doe
Fifteen and 00/100..................Dollars
Presented by The Johnson Family

Date, Dec. 1, 2021
$15.00

Signature:_____________________
MGG2021

ATTENTION SANTA’S HELPERS:

MENDOTA OPERATION
ELF ACTION

PICK A NAME OFF 
THE TREE!

After shopping for that special child, the gift 
may be taken to Eureka Savings Bank by 4 p.m., 
on Friday, Dec. 10. You may call ahead or go 
through the drive-up to let them know you are 
dropping off a gift. Financial support is also 
being accepted and may be dropped off at the 

Chamber office in December. For more  
information, call the Mendota Chamber of  

Commerce at 815-539-6507.

“Christmas Elves” with names and ages of 
needy children will be available starting 
Nov. 20th, at Eureka Savings Bank, First 
State Bank, Financial Plus Credit Union, 
First Federal Savings Bank, and First State 
Bank Plaza North.

11
15
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21

BUREAU V. 44, MENDOTA 38  OT
Mendota (38)

 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner	 4	 3-10	 3	 12
Salinas 0 0-0 4 0
Tolentino 2 0-2 2 4
Manning 1 0-1 10 2
Brant	 5	 4-7	 8	 14
Reel 2 0-0 2 4
Garcia 1 0-0 1 2
Totals	 15	 7-20	 30	 38

Bureau Valley (44)
 FG FT Fls TP
Salisbury	 3	 6-6	 1	 13
Nordstrom 2 1-2 2 5
Marquez 0 0-0 1 0
Ky. Stoller 5 0-2 4 14
Etheridge	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Ka.	Stoller	 3	 1-1	 2	 8
Balensiefen 0 0-0 1 0
Cady 0 0-0 4 0
Kerber	 2	 0-0	 3	 4
Totals 15 8-11 20 44

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 6	 18	 27	 36	 38
Bureau	V.	 16	 20	 28	 36	 44
Three-point	goals:	Mendota	-	Jenner	
1; Bureau Valley - Salisbury 1, Ky. 
Stoller 4, Ka. Stoller 1

Offensive woes plagued 
the Mendota Lady Trojans in 
a 53-11 loss to Ottawa Mar-
quette in the home opener 
on Nov. 23 at the MHS gym.

Mendota 
scored just 
one point 
in the first 
quarter and 
trailed 18-1. 
Marquette 
took a 32-5 
lead to inter-
mission.

“We’re playing hard and 
I’m proud of that, we’re 
just turning it over way too 
much and not executing good 
enough on offense,” said 
Mendota coach John Hansen. 
“Our defense was a lot better 
than the score.”

Five Mendota players had 
two points apiece – Katie Jen-
ner, Gracie Zinke, Isabella 
Tolentino, Naitzy Garcia and 
Karly Reel. Jenner and Gar-
cia each had five rebounds, 
while Paige Manning swiped 
three steals.

***
Mendota had its best 

game of the season when it 
opened Three Rivers Con-
ference play against Bureau 
Valley, but the Lady Trojans 
still dropped a 44-38 over-
time decision to the Storm 
on Nov. 29 at Manlius.

Brant

MHS fell behind 16-6 
after the opening stanza, 
but fought back to within 
two (20-18) at halftime. The 
Lady Trojans were down by 
one (28-27) heading to the 
fourth quarter and they held 
a 36-33 lead with under 30 
seconds to play before Bu-
reau Valley tied it at the end 
of regulation. In overtime, 
Mendota managed only two 
points compared to eight for 
the Storm.

“Hands down, this is the 
best we’ve played,” said 
Hansen. “Ultimately, our 

Marquette, Bureau Valley deal
losses to Lady Trojan cagers

inexperience got the best of 
us. We battled all night, we 
just need to keep learning 
and grinding.”

Hansen added that the 
team needs to shoot better 
from the free throw line, as 
it converted just seven of 20 
attempts.

Reanna Brant paced Men-
dota (1-5, 0-1) with 14 points 
and she also grabbed eight 
rebounds, while Jenner con-
tributed 12 points. Manning 
topped the club with 10 
rebounds and three steals. 
Reel handed out three assists.

SPRINGFIELD – The second weekend 
of the Illinois Firearm Deer Season will 
be Dec. 2-5.

The Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) reminds hunters in 
counties where chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) has been detected that Firearm 
Deer Check Stations will be open this year 
in CWD-testing counties. Check stations 
were not open in 2020 due to health and 
safety protocols in place at that time.

Check stations are used by the IDNR to 
monitor CWD in Boone, Carroll, DeKalb, 
Grundy, Jo Daviess, Kane, Kankakee, 
Kendall, LaSalle, Livingston, McHenry, 
Ogle, Stephenson, Will, and Winnebago 
counties. 

A list of check station locations for 
CWD testing can be found on the IDNR 
website Firearm Deer Hunting Informa-
tion for CWD Counties page. The list 
this year includes a Carroll County check 
station at Mississippi Palisades State Park. 
Hunters harvesting deer in Kane County 
should take their deer to a check station 
in an adjacent county.

In those counties, hunter-harvested 
deer must be taken to a designated firearm 
deer check station by 8 p.m. on the day 
the deer is killed. All persons at the check 
stations will be required to follow guidance 
from the CDC and Illinois Department 
of Public Health in place at the time of 
the hunt regarding use of face masks and 
social distancing. 

Successful firearm deer hunters in all 

other counties must report their harvest 
by 10 p.m. on the same calendar day the 
deer is taken by using the online check-
in system at https://www.exploremoreil.
com/wildlife/harvest or by phone at 866-
452-4325. 

Successful deer hunters in all other 
counties may have their deer tested for 
CWD. Hunters can visit participating ven-
dors (taxidermists and meat processors) 
or drop deer heads at self-serve drop off 
sites. A list of locations is available on the 
IDNR website at: https://www2.illinois.
gov/dnr/programs/CWD/Documents/
CWDSamplingLocations.pdf

Second firearm deer season
set December 2-5 in Illinois
q	Chronic	wasting	disease	check	stations	will	be	open
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SENECA 46, MENDOTA 40
Mendota (40)

 FG FT Fls TP
Guzman 1 0-0 0 2
Bond 7 2-2 3 19
Romero 3 1-2 4 7
Nanez 4 2-2 1 12
Orozco 0 0-0 1 0
R. Strouss 0 0-0 4 0
Totals 15 5-6 13 40

Seneca (46)
 FG FT Fls TP
Giertz 4 2-2 1 10
Pfiefer	 6	 3-4	 1	 18
Ellis 1 0-0 0 2
Quigley 2 0-0 0 6
Siegel 2 0-0 3 4
Provance 3 0-0 1 6
Totals	 18	 5-6	 6	 46

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 12	 18	 23	 40
Seneca 10 25 36 46
Three-point goals: Mendota - Bond 3, 
Nanez	2;	Seneca	-	Pfeifer	3,	Quigley	2

Thursday 4
Youth League

Standings as of Nov. 18 – 1. 
Team 6 11-5; 2. Team 1 10-6; 3. 
Team 5 9-7; 4. Team 2 7-9; 5. Team 
4 7-9; 6. Team 3 4-12

Boys’ high game (scratch) – 
Pryar Christmann 121, Parker 
Ramer 91, Gavin Stamberger 74

Boys’ high game (hdcp) – Park-
er Ramer 255, Pryar Christmann 
248, Gavin Stamberger 228

Boys’ high series (scratch) – 
Pryar Christmann 325, Parker 
Ramer 249, Jaxen Daley 185

Boys’ high series (hdcp) – 
Parker Ramer 741, Pryar Christ-
mann 706, Lyncoln Daley 654

Girls’ high game (scratch) – 
Delaney Tucker 110, Chloe Klein 
91, Nadia Rodriguez 88

Girls’ high game (hdcp) – 
Nadia Rodriguez 242, Delaney 
Tucker 222, Chloe Klein 218

Girls’ high series (scratch) 
– Delaney Tucker 281, Nadia 
Rodriguez 238, Chloe Klein 184

Girls’ high series (hdcp) – 
Nadia Rodriguez 700, Delaney 
Tucker 617, Brooklyn Mauch 601

Thursday 6
Youth League

Standings as of Nov. 18 – 1. 
Team 1 13-3; 2. Team 2 10-6; 3. 
Team 3 8-8; 4. Team 4 0-16

High team game (scratch) – 
Team 3 390, Team 2 325

High team game (hdcp) – Team 
3 823, Team 2 795

High team series (scratch) – 
Team 3 1117, Team 2 963

High team series (hdcp) – Team 
3 2416, Team 2 2373

Boys’ high game (scratch) – 
Aaron Doyle 141, Oliver Turner 
117, Kade Jackson 93

Boys’ high game (hdcp) – Aar-
on Doyle 240, Oliver Turner 226, 
Kade Jackson 219

Boys’ high series (scratch) – 
Oliver Turner 338, Aaron Doyle 
329, Kade Jackson 224

Boys’ high series (hdcp) – Oli-
ver Turner 665, Aaron Doyle 626, 
Kade Jackson 602

Girls’ high game (scratch) – 
Gracie Smith 99, Lexi Saylor 90, 

Ashlynn Rickels 72
Girls’ high game (hdcp) – Gra-

cie Smith 228, Ashlynn Rickels 
219, Lexi Saylor 194

Girls’ high series (scratch) – 
Gracie Smith 273, Lexi Saylor 
258, Ashlynn Rickels 175

Girls’ high series (hdcp) – Gra-
cie Smith 660, Ashlynn Rickels 
616, Lexi Saylor 570

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Nov. 22 – 1 
Sports-N-Stuff 38-12; 2. Leagal 
Beagles 26-24; 3. CM Farm 26-24; 
4. Ramer Inc. 23-27; 5. Mendota 
Agri-Products 21-29; 6. Bad Kats 
16-34

High team game (scratch) – 
Mendota Agri-Products 777, Ra-
mer Inc. 760, Sports-N-Stuff 748

High team game (hdcp) – Ra-
mer Inc. 1053, Sports-N-Stuff 
981, Mendota Agri-Products 937

High team series (scratch) – 
Mendota Agri-Products 2180, 
Ramer Inc. 2035, Sports-N-Stuff 
2038

High team series (hdcp) – Ra-
mer Inc. 2914, Bad Kats 2729, 
Sports-N-Stuff 2727

Men’s high game (scratch) – 
Matt Ramer 279, Luke Ross 242, 
Ron Westphal 214

Men’s high game (hdcp) – Matt 
Ramer 317, Luke Ross 265, Aaron 
Holocker 242

Men’s high series (scratch) – 
Matt Ramer 695, Luke Ross 645, 
Ron Westphal 613

Men’s high series (hdcp) – Matt 
Ramer 809, Luke Ross 714, Carl 
Reistad 694

Women’s high game (scratch) – 
Kim Smith 232, Kassidi Guerrero 
211, Brenda Westphal 205

Women’s high game (hdcp) – 
Kim Smith 299, Brenda Westphal 
287, Debbie Berger 269

Women’s high series (scratch) 
– Kassidi Guerrero 546, Hannah 
Westphal 506, Kim Smith & Dria 
Kuntz 495

Women’s high series (hdcp) 
– Stephanie Ramer 742, Debbie 
Berger 729, Brenda Westphal 
725

BOWLING
SENECA – A big fourth-quarter come-

back came up short for Mendota in a 46-
40 loss to Seneca in the first round of the 
Seneca Turkey Tournament on Nov. 22.

The Trojans owned a 12-10 lead 
after the opening stanza, but Seneca 
outscored Mendota, 15-6, in the second 
period to take a 25-18 halftime lead. 
Seneca kept building on its advantage 
in the third frame and led 36-20 before 
Krew Bond knocked down his third 
three-pointer of the game to make it 
36-23 heading to the fourth.

In the final session, the Trojans scored 
14 of the first 17 points in the quarter to 
cut the deficit down to two with 1:20 
left in the game, but they couldn’t get 
any closer as Seneca held on for the win.

Bond paced the Mendota scoring at-
tack with 19 points, while Izaiah Nanez 

dropped in 12 tallies. Rafael Romero 
chipped in with seven points and led 
with 15 rebounds.

***
Mendota dropped a 69-50 decision 

to Reed-Custer on Nov. 24.
Reed-Custer scored the first nine 

points of the game and the Trojans 
never recovered.

Bond led the scoring chart with 16 
points, followed by Romero with 12 
and Nanez with 10.

***
Mendota did not participate in the 

tournament on Nov. 26 and Nov. 27 
due to COVID-related issues.

Also, Mendota did not play Earlville 
on Nov. 30 and will not play at St. 
Bede on Dec. 3. Those games are being 
rescheduled.

Trojans drop pair in tourney; games canceled

SENECA – The Mendota 
sophomore boys’ basketball 
team won two of three games 
and finished in second place 
in the Seneca Thanksgiving 
Tournament on Nov. 26-27.

The Trojans opened up the 
tournament with a 41-19 win 
over Herscher. Mendota went 
from a 9-7 lead after the first 
quarter to a 22-12 halftime 
advantage and kept increasing 
the margin in the second half.

Cale Strouss and Mason 
Koch led the way for the 
Trojans with seven points 
apiece, while Ryan Steven-
son and Logan Dewey each 
had six markers.

***
Mendota rallied in the 

fourth quarter to down Hall, 
42-40, in a second-round 
contest. The Trojans trailed 
30-24 at intermission and 34-

30 after three, but outscored 
Hall, 12-6, in the final frame 
to pull out the victory.

Strouss pumped in 17 
points to pace the attack. 
Owen Aughenbaugh was 
next with seven points.

***
The Trojans battled So-

monauk in the championship 
game and the Bobcats came 
back in the fourth quarter to 
post a 45-40 triumph. The 
seesaw affair had Mendota 
leading 10-9 after one quarter 
and then falling behind 27-
21 at the break. The Trojans 
forged back in front with a 
14-2 third-quarter barrage, 
but Somonauk outscored 
Mendota, 16-5, in the fourth 
to claim the title.

Izaiah Nanez paced Men-
dota  with 17 points, followed 
by Kaleb Kleckner with 10.

MENDOTA – The Mendota High School basketball pro-
gram will be holding “Middle School Night” on Friday, Dec. 
17, for the game against Bureau Valley. Anybody that plays 
for the Northbrook or Holy Cross seventh and eighth grade 
boys’ basketball teams will get in free and be recognized at 
halftime of the varsity game.

Student-athletes should wear their jerseys or shooting 
shirts representing their school to the game. The sophomore 
contest starts at 5:30 p.m., with the varsity to follow at 7 p.m.

Soph boys 2nd in tourney

Middle School Night planned at MHS

AMBOY – Mendota opened the new 
wrestling season with a triangular meet at 
Amboy on Nov. 23.

The Trojans dropped a 27-24 decision to 
the host Clippers. Ethan Hanaman (152) and 
Logan West (285) won their matches by pin 
for Mendota, while Jose Hermosillo (138) and 
Diego Sandoval (195) were forfeit winners.

St. Bede scored a 66-12 triumph over 
the Trojans. Hanaman pinned his opponent 
at 152 and Danny Juan Gama picked up a 
pin win at 285.
Nov. 23
Amboy 27, Mendota 24

106 – double forfeit; 113 – double forfeit; 
120 – Near (A) won forfeit; 126 – double forfeit; 
132 – McKendry (A) dec. Rhett Watson (M), 9-6; 
138 – Jose Hermosillo (M) won forfeit; 145 – 
double forfeit; 152 – Ethan Hanaman (M) pinned 
Daniels (A), 3:06; 160 – Beven (A) def. Lea Turner 
(M); 170 – Blanton (A) def. JP Belmonte (M); 182 
– double forfeit; 195 – Diego Sandoval (M) won 
forfeit; 220 – Sugar (A) won forfeit; 285 – Logan 
West (M) pinned Beckham (A), 0:57
St. Bede 66, Mendota 12

106 – double forfeit; 113 – Hurst (SB) won 
forfeit; 120 – Savage (SB) won forfeit; 126 – Rizzy 
(SB) won forfeit; 132 – Orteza (SB) pinned Wat-
son (M), 1:29; 138 – Pineda (SB) def. Hermosillo 
(M); 145 – St. Bede won forfeit; 152 – Hanaman 
(M) pinned Maschmann (SB), 0:31; 160 – Grady 
(SB) pinned Kailyn Jezewski (M), 1:26; 170 – 
Koyak (SB) pinned Belmonte (M), 1:36; 182 – J. 
Migliorini (SB) won forfeit; 195 – R. Migliorini 
(SB) pinned Sandoval (M), 1:23; 220 – Hahn (SB) 
won forfeit; 285 – Danny Juan Gama (M) pinned 
Pozzi (SB), 3:35

Wrestlers open season
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Strange
But True

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I saw an ad in a mag-
azine for a Hallmark holiday 
movie with Candace Cam-
eron Bure 
and  John 
Brotherton. 
I didn’t rec-
ognize his 
name, but 
h e  l o o k s 
like a soap 
actor from 
“One Life 
to Live,” a soap I watched 
for decades before it was 
canceled. Was he on that 
soap? -- S.W.

A: John Brotherton might 
not be a household name, 
but he’s been accumulating 
credits since his first major 
role on, you guessed it, “One 
Life to Live.” He played 
Jared Banks, a swindler and 
Buchanan heir imposter, on 
the ABC daytime drama for 
three years. He then did the 
usual round of prime-time 
guest-starring roles before 
being cast as Matt Harmon on 
“Fuller House,” the Netflix 
reboot of “Full House,” in 
which he had a romance with 
Bure’s character, DJ.

Now, Brotherton and 
Bure are reunited in a new 
Hallmark original movie, 
“The Christmas Contest,” 
in which they play exes who 
compete to win money for 

Brotherton

their chosen charities. Be 
sure to visit HallmarkChan-
nel.com/Christmas and click 
on “schedule” to watch pre-
views of the many heartfelt 
films that Hallmark has to 
offer this season. 

***
Q: Who are the new 

“Monday Night Football” 
hosts? It seems like every 
year they change. I miss the 
days of Howard Cosell. -- P.S.

A: “Monday Night Foot-
ball” premiered on ABC on 
Sept. 21, 1970, with the New 
York Jets versus the Cleveland 
Browns. The first trio of hosts 
were Howard Cosell, Keith 
Jackson and Don Meredith. 
A year later, Frank Gifford 
replaced Jackson. From 1987 
to 1997, Gifford, Al Michaels 
and Dan Dierdorf were a 
ratings success, but ever since 
then various combinations of 
personalities haven’t been as 
memorable. The big Monday 
night game moved to ESPN 
in 2006. 

The current hosts of 
“MNF” are in their second 
year together. Steve Levy is 
the play-by-play announcer 
and has a long career as a 
sports commentator, includ-
ing for NHL games. Brian 
Griese and Louis Riddick 
round out the “MNF” booth 
and are both former NFL 
players themselves. Griese 

was a back-up quarterback 
for the Denver Broncos when 
they won the Super Bowl in 
1998. Riddick was safety 
and was drafted by the San 
Francisco 49ers in 1991.  

***
Q: Whatever happened to 

Jussie Smollett after he was 
accused of lying about the 
attack against him? Did he 
go to prison? - Y.G.

A: Jussie Smollett had 
a very successful career in 
Hollywood, starring in the 
hit show “Empire,” when 
he told police that he was 
the victim of a hate crime in 
Chicago. The tables quickly 
turned on him when Smollett 
himself was charged with 16 
felony counts for allegedly 
falsifying a police report. 
The charges were eventually 
dropped by Cook County 
prosecutors only to be in-
dicted again later by a special 
prosecutor. His trial is slated 
to begin in late November.  

Even though his acting 
career appears to be over, 
Smollett is determined to 
move forward. He recently 
attended the screening of 
a film he directed called 
“B-Boy Blues.”

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

• Trivia Test •
1. GEOGRAPHY: What percent 

of the world’s population lives in the 
Northern Hemisphere?

2. MOVIES: Which 1987 film 
contains the catchy line, “May the 
Schwartz be with you”?

3. LITERATURE: Author John 
Steinbeck contends that his dog ate 
the first draft of which of his novels?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What 
is a group of parrots called?

5. MUSIC: Who is considered 
the “Father of the Blues”?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was the first sitting president to 
throw out the first pitch on baseball’s 
opening day?

7. FOOD & DRINK: Which 
fruit also is sometimes called a 
“love apple”?

8. TELEVISION: Where do the 
vampires live in “What We Do in 

the Shadows”?
9. HISTORY: In what year did 

East Germany start to build the 
Berlin Wall?

10. INVENTIONS: Which 
scientist invented the color wheel?

Answers
1. 90%
2. “Spaceballs”
3. “Of Mice and Men”
4. A pandemonium
5. W.C. Handy
6. William Howard Taft (1910)
7. Tomato
8. Staten Island, New York
9. 1961
10. Sir Isaac Newton

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* During the first Gulf War 

in 1991, every U.S. soldier 
was sent a frozen Snickers 
bar as a Thanksgiving treat.

* Mario Puzo, author of 
“The Godfather” books who 
also helped adapt them to film, 
had no formal training and 
had never written a screen-
play before. After winning 
two Oscars for the first two 
movies, he bought a book to 
help himself learn how to be 
a screenwriter.

* Delaware and Colora-
do allow a marriage to be 
annulled if it was performed 
as a dare.

* At the center of every 
snowflake is a pollen or dust 
particle on which an extreme-
ly cold water droplet has 
frozen to form an ice crystal.

* “Passion purpura” is the 
medical term for a hickey.

* Saccharin, the first arti-
ficial sweetener, was discov-
ered by accident when chem-
ist Dr. Constantine Fahlberg 
forgot to wash his hands after 
work and tasted something 
“unspeakably sweet” during 
dinner. He interrupted the 
meal to sample every beaker 
in his lab, which fortunately 
contained nothing poisonous.

* The distress signal SOS 
does not actually stand for 
anything.

* “Buffalo buffalo Buffalo 
buffalo buffalo buffalo Buffa-
lo buffalo” is a grammatically 
correct sentence using buffalo 
as a proper noun, verb and 
noun. To put it more simply: 
“Buffalo bison that other 
Buffalo bison bully also bully 
Buffalo bison.”

* Donald Trump was the 
first president in 168 years 
not to have a pet in the White 
House.

* It took Frank Lloyd 
Wright 15 years, 700 sketches 
and six sets of working draw-
ings to create the Guggenheim 
Museum in New York.

***
Thought for the Day: “The 

more clearly we can focus 
our attention on the wonders 
and realities of the universe, 
the less taste we shall have 
for destruction.”  -- Rachel 
Carson

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- While 
most stars are going back to 
work after two years of the 
pandemic, 
Ryan Reyn-
olds plans to 
take the next 
year off. His 
newest film, 
t he  $200 
m i l l i o n 
“Red No-
tice,” co-starring Dwayne 
Johnson and Gal Gadot, 
opened Nov. 12, while his 
August release, “Free Guy,” 
earned $331 million. Next 
up are Netflix’s “The Adam 
Project,” starring Jennifer 
Garner, Zoe Saldana, Mark 
Ruffalo and Catherine Keen-
er, opening in 2022, and 
Apple TV’s $75 million film 
“Spirited,” with Will Ferrell 
and Octavia Spencer. Both 
are in post-production. 

We became aware of Ryan 
when he starred in the TV 
series “Two Guys, a Girl and 
a Pizza Place” (1998-2001), 
then came his breakthrough 
film, the title role in “Nation-
al Lampoon’s Van Wilder” 
(2002). Five films later, 
playing George Lutz in “The 

Reynolds

Amityville Horror” clinched 
his stardom. In 2011, “Green 
Lantern” flopped and nearly 
derailed his career, but it was 
“Deadpool” (2016), which 
he co-produced, and its se-
quel, “Deadpool 2,” that each 
grossed $785 million and 
made him very rich. Among 
the businesses he invested in 
was Portland-based Aviation 
Gin, which recently sold for 
$610 million.

“That’s a wrap for me 
with ‘Spirited,’” Reynolds 
said. “Not sure I’d have been 
ready to say yes to a film this 
challenging, even three years 
ago. Singing, dancing and 
playing in the sandbox with 
Will Farrell made a whole 
lotta dreams come true, and 
this is my second film with 
the great Octavia Spencer. 
It’s a perfect time for a sab-
batical from movie making. 
I’m gonna miss every second 
working with this obscenely 
gifted group of artists.”

He added, “My sabbatical 
could last two months to a 
year, but most likely it’ll be 
a six-month break.” Reynolds 
has been wed to Blake Lively 
since 2012, and they have 
three daughters, who he wants 

to spend quality time with.
***

Gal Gadot is giving 
“Wonder Woman” a rest as 
she takes on playing the evil 
queen in Disney’s live-action 
“Snow White” (long on a 
back burner). Rachel Zegler 
(“Maria” in Steven Spiel-
berg’s “West Side Story”) 
plays Snow White. They join 
21-year-old Halle Bailey, 
who will take on Ariel in 
“The Little Mermaid,” and 
Tom Hanks, as Geppetto 
in “Pinocchio.” Gadot also 
plans to produce and play 
“Cleopatra,” the queen of 
the Nile, in a new remake.

***
Matt Damon and Robert 

Downey Jr. are joining forces 
with director Christopher 
Nolan in the $100 million 
film “Oppenheimer,” with 
Cillian Murphy as J. Robert 
Oppenheimer, father of the 
atomic bomb, and Emily 
Blunt as his wife. It’s due 
July 2023. Blunt is producing 
a Western drama miniseries, 
“The English,” for Amazon 
Prime in Spain with an En-
glish cast. Hope Nolan can 
keep “Oppenheimer” from 
being A-bomb!

Couch Theater
“How to With John Wil-

son” (TV-MA) -- Director 
and producer John Wilson 
spends a lot of time walking 
around New York trying to 
find the answers to some of 
life’s biggest questions. This 
observational docuseries 
returns for its second season 
and continues to enthrall with 
Wilson’s deadpan sarcasm. 
His uncanny ability to start 
out with a ridiculously boring 
premise and somehow have 
it snowball into an utterly 
bizarre and totally different 
topic than anyone ever saw 
coming is fascinating. His 
lack of polished commentary 
is hilariously genuine. It’s 
like watching a 40-year-old 
man present an eighth-grade 
school project he created 
on his dad’s video camera. 
(HBOMax)

“Passing” (PG-13) -– 
Imagine running into a child-
hood friend after many years, 
realizing they are now living 
their life as a member of an-
other race, and at that moment 
you are the only person who 
knows the truth. Based on a 
1929 novel of the same name, 
“Passing” is the story of two 
black women in 1920s New 

York City, one of whom is liv-
ing as a wealthy white woman 
married to a racist white man 
who is blissfully ignorant of 
his wife’s true self. When 
Clare realizes how much she 
misses her former black life 
in Harlem, she insinuates 
herself into Irene’s family, 
friends, and home there. It’s an 
emotionally charged film that 
relies on silence as much as 
dialogue, and very effectively 
so. Starring Tessa Thompson, 
Ruth Negga and Andre Hol-
land. (Netflix)

“The Fight Before Christ-
mas” (R) -- Nothing quite 
quashes the good cheer of 
merry gentlemen like a dis-
agreement between neighbors 
over what constitutes “too 
many” Christmas lights in 
one’s yard. OK, so it’s not just 
lights, but also a 35-person 
choir, and a live camel or two. 
Jeremy Morris is an Idaho 
attorney who ticked off most 
of his town when he attempted 
to produce a giant Christmas 
show on his own property. 
When his homeowners’ as-
sociation said “no way” and 
neighbors threatened legal 
action, it became Morris’s 
life’s mission to deck the halls 

and trees and shrubs grandly 
enough to be seen from space. 
What followed was an explo-
sion of ego instead of peace on 
earth, goodwill toward men. 
(AppleTV+)

“The Housewife & the 
Shah Shocker” (NR) -- Bra-
vo’s “Housewives” franchise 
is always good for some dra-
ma; lucky for us, producers 
are quick to capitalize on the 
salacious legal entanglements 
in which some of the women 
find themselves. From the 
Salt Lake City team, Jen 
Shah was arrested by federal 
agents earlier this year -- on 
camera -- after being investi-
gated in a money-laundering 
scheme. The castmates were 
just embarking on a group trip 
together when Jen received a 
phone call and quickly exited 
without explanation. The 
tip wasn’t enough to escape 
agents, though. Jen was 
arrested along with her assis-
tant, charged, pled not guilty, 
and awaits trial. This ABC 
News originals special will 
delve further into her alleged 
wrongdoings, the coordinated 
arrest and what her co-stars 
might have known about her 
“business.” (Hulu)

Brought to you each week by
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

Mon - Fri: 9-4
Sat: 9-4

Sun: Closed

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE

MOBILE DOG GROOMING

Visit us on Facebook

TREE SERVICE MUFFLERS & BRAKES ELECTRIC

Jim Sloan
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
1008 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Email: jimsloan1@frontier.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 20+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265

PAINTING
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LOCAL AND AREA

The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining 

Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will 
mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods
• CVS Pharmacy

• Subway

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

One of the greatest 
lessons I’ve learned is 
that you can’t be both 
selfish and happy. I 
know this is true through 
my own personal ex-
perience, but more im-
portantly, the Bible has 
some things to say about 
the attitude we should 
have about “self.”

For example, love 

The secret to your best life
is not selfish. In the 
Amplified Bible, 1 Cor-
inthians 13:5 says love 
“is not self-seeking.” In 
1 Corinthians 15:31, the 
apostle Paul said, “…I 
die daily [I face death 
and die to self]” (AMP), 
which basically means 
he was not self-seeking 
but instead focused on 
doing what God called 

him to do with his life.
There are also scrip-

tures that teach us the 
importance of having 
self-control. Galatians 
5:23 lists self-control 
as a fruit of the Spirit, 
and 2 Timothy 1:7 says 
that in Christ, we have 
a spirit “of power and 
of love and…person-
al discipline [abilities 
that result in a calm, 
well-balanced mind and 
self-control].” 

If you’ve lived very 
long, you realize that not 
being selfish requires 
self-control, because 
we’re all born with a 
human nature that is 
selfish. Think about how 
babies act: they are only 
concerned with what 
they need and usually 
cry when they don’t get 
their way.

Thankfully, when 
we experience new life 
in Christ, we die to sin 
(Romans 6:11). But 
even though we die to 
sin, sin does not die. 
That’s why we have to 
continually make the 
decision over and over 
again to choose to do the 
right thing on purpose. 
And we have what it 
takes, in Christ, to do 
what’s right—whether 
we feel like it or not.

Discover Your 
True Destiny

As Christians, we’re 
destined to be molded 
into the image of Jesus 
Christ (Romans 8:29). 
Jesus is the greatest ex-
ample of what it means 
to love others and not 
live a selfish life. First 

John 3:16 (NIV) says, 
“This is how we know 
what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life 
for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives 
for our brothers and 
sisters.”

This scripture shows 
us that Jesus gave every-
thing when He demon-
strated His love for us. 
And we are to follow 
His example. 

The truth is, loving 
others is not always 
easy, and it always costs 
us something: time, 
money, convenience, 
etc. But through our 
relationship with Christ, 
we can find the strength 
and ability to love oth-
ers, even when it seems 
to cost more than we 
think we can give. 

God is faithful to give 
us His love, grace and 
wisdom to reach out and 
be a blessing to others. 
And when we do, we 
end up receiving more 
joy and peace than we 
had before.

It’s important to 
understand that God 
doesn’t expect you to 
take this to such an 
extreme that you don’t 
take care of yourself. 
We need to use wisdom 
so we can be healthy 
emotionally, mentally 
and physically while 
we’re helping others. In 
following Jesus’ exam-
ple, remember to make 
your relationship with 
God your number one 
priority and do what He 
puts in your heart to do. 

Get the 
Right Mindset

The world is full of 
lonely, hurting people 
who are hungry for the 
love of God and the 
hope that is only found 
in Jesus. I want to en-
courage you to get rid 
of a “What about me?” 
mindset and instead 
pray, “God, show me 
someone who needs 
a blessing. Show me 
someone I can help.”

We all have room to 
grow in our relationship 
with God, and learning 
how to reach out to 
others is a big part of 
that process. I used to 
be self-centered and 
focused on getting my 
way all the time. And 
I was miserable! But 
now I am happier than 
I’ve ever been because I 
don’t spend all my time 
thinking about what I 
want, what I think and 
how I feel. The truth is, 
you can’t be happy if 
the center of your life 
is you!

Imagine how differ-
ent the world would 
be if everyone would 
just do one nice thing 
to help someone else 
every day. It can be so 
simple to put a smile on 
someone’s face. Give 
a compliment, give 
something away, take 
the time to listen, open 
a door for someone, let 
someone go before you 
in line at the store…the 
list could go on and on. 

Make it your business 
to regularly reach out 

to people around you, 
encouraging them and 
meeting their needs as 
you are able to do it. Be 
determined each day to 
do at least one thing for 
someone else that makes 
their life better. Trust 
me: You’ll discover that 
serving God by loving 
others is the most won-
derful, exciting thing 
you can do!

***
For more on this top-

ic, order Joyce’s three-
CD series Do Unto 
Others. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoy-
ing Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and AUTHENTICAL-
LY, UNIQUELY YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Everyday 
Life radio and TV pro-
grams, which air on 
hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.  • (815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

Dec. 1 - 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Free COVID 
immunization clinic, open to the public. All 
vaccines will be available & boosters. No 

appointments are necessary.
Dec. 2 - 10 a.m. Pastor Mary leads 

Heritage Worship
Dec. 5 - Second Sunday of Advent, 
9 a.m. Sunday school with Christmas 
program practice, 9 a.m. Fellowship, 
9:30 a.m. Worship in-person and on 
Facebook Live, Following Worship - 

Special Charge Conference
Dec. 6 - 6:30 p.m. Finance Team
Dec. 7 - 6:30 p.m. Ad. Council

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St. • (815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: 
prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.  

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Dec. 1 - 7 p.m. Bible study in-person & 
on Zoom

Dec. 5 - 10 a.m. Worship - Facebook 
Live, 11 a.m. Coffee Hour

Dec. 7 - 5 p.m. Boy Scouts
Dec. 8 - 10 a.m. Bible study, 7 p.m. Bible 

study in-person & on Zoom

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 503-1273

           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, 

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Online “devotional service” videos will 
continue every Sunday through 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 

YouTube. Check our website and 
Facebook page for more information 
as we transition to in-person worship.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
139 W. Chestnut,  Compton   

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey
1. Is the book of Psalms in the 

Old Testament or New 
Testament or neither?

2. From 2 Chronicles 26, at 
what age did Uzziah become 

king of Jerusalem? 
16, 30, 65, 99

3. In Genesis 4, who did God 
ask, “Why is thy countenance 

fallen”? 
Eve, Ahaz, Cain, Esau

4. Which prophet saw the Lord’s 
angel riding on a red horse? 
Hosea, Nathan, Zechariah, 

Isaiah
4. Who was the first person to 
build an altar unto the Lord? 
Abraham, Noah, Artaxerxes, 

Levi
5. From Exodus 33, who/what 

saw the back of God? 
Adam, The serpent, Abraham, 

Moses

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) 16; 3) Cain; 
4) Zechariah; 5) Noah; 6) Moses

=NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Ere You Lie Down to Sleep
By Max Ehrmann

And though behind you lies 
a road of dust and heat,
and before you the fear 

of untried paths,
in this brief hour you are master 

of all highways,
and the universe nestles

 in your soul.
Therefore, in the night, sit still 

a while and dream awake,
ere you lie down to sleep.
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )Case
OF THE )No.
ESTATE )21 P
OF )250
LOUISE A.  )
SHERIDAN, )
Deceased. )

CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of LOUISE A. 
SHERIDAN, of Ottawa, 
Illinois.
Letters of Office were 
issued on November 
16, 2021 to MARY A. 
STERCHI, 406-A 5TH 
St., Mineral Point, 
WI 53565, as whose 
attorney is David M. 
Kaleel, 806 Jefferson
Street, Mendota, Illinois 
61342.
Claims against the 
estate may be e-filed 
in the Office of the 
Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, LaSalle 
County Courthouse, 
119 W. Madison St., 
Ottawa, IL 61350, or 
with the Independent 
representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the 
first publication of this 
Notice, or if mailing 
or delivery of a Claim 
Notice from the 
Independent Executor 
is required, the date 
stated in that Notice. 
Any claim not filed on or 
before the above stated 
dates is barred.
E-filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil 
cases with limited 
exemptions.
To e-file, you must 
first create an account 

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2021
Copies of the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2021, will be available for public inspection in the school district/joint agreement administrative office by December 1, annu-

ally. Individuals wanting to review this Annual Statement of Affairs should contact: Mendota Twp. High School District No. 280, 2300 W. Main St., Mendota, IL 61342, 815-539-7446, Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Also by January 15, annually  the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2021, will be posted on the Illinois State Board of Education’s website@ www.isbe.net
SUMMARY: The following is the Annual Statement of Affairs Summary that is required to be published by the school district/joint agreement for the past fiscal year.

GROSS PAYMENT FOR 
CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

Less than $25,000: Amati, Kyle; Arteaga, Rey; 
Bauer, Carrie; Blumhorst, Brian; Boylan, David; 
Camacho-Humphries, Melissa; Farmer, Alicia; 
Gibson, Nicole; Hochstatter, Chad; Holmquist, 
Christina; House, Susan; Jackson, John; Kotec-
ki, Gregory; Margowski, Jaqueline; Martin, Ma-
zelle; Mollet, Dylan; Rosen, Rick; Schmidt, Cady; 
Schrock, Lori; Staffeldt, Timothy; Stephenitch, 
Mary; Tillman, Lisa

$40,000 through $59,999: Barajas, Kristian; 
Hughes, Joseph; Rippentrop, Kaitlyn; Steben, 
Jonathan

$60,000 through $89,999: Baker, Paula; Barnes, 
Jayne; Beals, Holly; Beck, Daniel; Becker, Veron-
ica; Busard, Therese; Campbell, Janice; Crom-
well, Nicole; Doyle, Todd; Espinoza-Zamora, 
Adrianne; Guerrero, Tammy; Hill, Keegan; Kram-
er, Tricia; Masini, Jennifer; Meyer, Matthew; Nunn, 
Robert; Ross, David; Sallee, Melissa; Siri, Scott; 
Sondgeroth, Brock; Stewart, Alisa; Straughn, Eric

$90,000 And Over: Artman, Jason; Aughen-
baugh, Denise; Barrera, Gary; Gehm, Matthew; 
Guglielmetti, Katherine; Hanson, Steve; Hen-
kel-Tarr, Rachel; Hochstatter, Kellie; Landgraf, 
Mitchell; LeRette, Shawn; Masini, Joseph; Prusa-
tor, Jeffrey; Raley, Heath; Sester, Aaron; Wilson, 
Amy; Wohrley, Kevin; Zinke, Brock

GROSS PAYMENT FOR 
NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

Less than $25,000: Althaus, Kaylee; Barnick-
el, Christina; Bauer, Sandy; Bergmark, Rich-
ard; Bermudez, Eduardo Miguel; Biers, Stacie; 
Blumhorst, Patricia; Brandner, Karen; Cervantes, 
Marisela; Collie, Mary; Correa, Sofia; Corrigan, 
Thomas; Corrigan, William; Delhotal, Carrie; De-
Long, Janet; Dieter, Dawn; Duttlinger, Gary; Dye, 
David; Eddy, Alexandria; Espinoza, Agustina; 
Figueroa, Rocio; Finley, Alexis; Ganz, Nicholas; 
Ginger, John; Ginger, Ruth; Guerrero Jr, Robert; 
Guerrero, Kassidi; Hall, Catherine; Hansen, John; 

Haun Jr, Kenneth; Haun Sr, Kenneth; Heinzeroth, 
Joanne; Herbert, Karen; Jenkins-Corrigan, Sally; 
Knuth, Lucille; Lemus, Manuel; Manning, Jodi; 
McKee, Heidi; McLain, Brandie; Muhlstadt, Mi-
chael; Myers, Nicholas; Nowlin, Janice; Perez, 
Joel; Roulston, Nancy; Sarver, Danny; Sarver, 
Rebecca; Schallhorn, Mary; Scheppers, Kim-
berly; Schmitt, Tyler; Sheaves, Larry; Simonton, 
Jeffrey; Sledgister, Brittany; Soto, Alexis; Stuep-
fert, Tamora; Tyler, Kimberly; Villegas, Esteban; 
Wamhoff, Alexandria; Weiler, Sheila; Westphal, 
Brenda; Younglove, Deborah; Younglove, Peggy; 
Zinke, Cody

$25,000 through $39,999: Eiten, Zondra; Galla-
gher, Gail; Kent, Dustin; Lopez, Efren; McCon-
ville, Sheri; Stiles, David

$40,000 through $59,999: Bauer, Sheldon; 
Knowlton, Andrew; Leonard, Karen; Mastny, 
Christa; Perez, Guadalupe; Phalen, Debra; Sims, 
Wesley

$60,000 & Over: Kettleborough, Gary 
 

PAYMENTS OVER $2,500 EXCLUDING 
WAGES AND SALARIES

Person, Firm,  Aggregate 
or Corporation Amount
Allteam Sportswear 7,193 
Alpha Controls & Services LLC 12,000 
Amalgamated Bank of Chicago 590,650 
Amazon.com 15,795 
American Capital Financial Services Inc 24,626 
American Fidelity Assurance Co (Annuity) 43,980 
American Fidelity Assurance Co (FLEX) 118,201 
American Fidelity Assurance Co (Ins) 33,617 
Area Career Center 28,125 
Arneson Oil Company 66,487 
Aspire Financial 9,000 
AXA Equitable 3,900 
Bell Techlogix Inc 3,880 
Bimbo Bakeries USA 3,325 
Blick Art Materials 2,724 
Bright Start College Savings Program 4,550 
BSN Sports LLC 15,287 

Calpine Energy Solutions 67,407 
Camelot Therapeutic Schools LLC 73,263 
Carquest Auto Parts 5,817 
CDH Educational Center 40,784 
Cengage Learning Inc 4,618 
Central States Bus Sales Inc 295,760 
Cintas 2,811 
Citibusiness Card 20,673 
City of Mendota 54,916 
College Board 4,340 
Comcast Cable 18,376 
ComEd 58,599 
DBS HRA 10,842 
Dearborn Naitonal Life Ins 4,141 
Easterseals 109,783 
Edmentum 15,300 
Edulink Systems Inc 7,238 
Engie Services US Inc 508,959 
Flinn Scientific Inc 12,629 
Fronltine Technologies Group LLC 7,933 
Furars Body Shop 2,592 
Gallagher RMS Inc, Arthur J 3,258 
Getz Fire Equipment 3,536 
Global Water Technology Inc 5,335 
Gorenz and Associates Ltd 12,750 
Grainco FS Inc 5,393 
Hagenbuch, Kati J 6,188 
Harris School Solutions 3,116 
Healthcare Service Corporation 707,146 
Herff Jones Compay 3,744 
Hohulin Fence Company 5,731 
Home Depot Pro  20,956 
IASB 16,319 
IL Municipal Retirement Fund 167,238 
IL Virtual School 3,200 
Illinois Dept of Revenue 204,293 
Imprest Fund 49,132 
Interstate Billing Service Inc 8,354 
Ivy Funds 4,900 
IXL Learning 3,098 
Johnson Controls Fire Protection LP 4,873 
Kohl Wholesale 81,474 
L.E.A.S.E. 79,801 
Lighted Way 30,981 
Lincoln Prairie BHC 2,700 
Marco Technologies LLC 23,694 

Menards 2,717 
Mendota Educations Assoc 25,728 
Mendota Elementary Schools 13,785 
Meyer, Matt 3,078 
Midwest Educational Furnishings Inc 3,384 
Milestone Inc 145,056 
Modal Marketing Inc 5,633 
Muller-Pinehurst Dairy Inc 4,105 
Music Shoppe Inc 8,568 
Nicor Gas 3,689 
Office Depot 2,632 
On-Site Service US Inc 15,640 
Oreilly Automotive Inc 3,864 
Pepsico 6,620 
Perma-Bound 3,242 
Prairie Farms Rockford 2,619 
Prairie State Insurance Cooperative 140,868 
Quadient Finance USA Inc 4,061 
Regional Office of Ed #35 21,934 
Republic Services 10,247 
Rippentrop, Kaitlyn 12,376 
Santander Leasing LLC 8,378 
Sapp Bros 2,982 
Savvas Learning Co LLC 6,331 
School Datebooks 3,757 
Securly Inc 12,583 
SHI 5,831 
Specialized Data Systems 5,913 
State Disbursement Unit 11,101 
Sullivans Foods 4,313 
Sunrise Southwest LLC 10,665 
Symmetry Energy Solutions LLC 38,147 
Teachers Health Ins Sec/TRS 74,067 
Teachers Retirement System 338,108 
Technology Resources Advisors Inc 18,208 
T-Mobile 2,782 
Troy Simplified Technologies Inc 5,460 
Turnit In LLC 6,779 
United States Treasury 785,622 
Veterans Floors Inc 33,545 
Vita Tone Cleaners 2,700 
Wallace CCSD 195 8,284 
Zukowski Law Offices 20,366 

 
 Educational

Operations & 
Maintenance

Debt 
Services

Transportation
Municipal 

Retirement/
Social Security

Capital 
Projects

Working 
Cash

Tort
Fire Prevention 

& Safety

Local Sources 1000 3,968,862 913,186 364,373 696,023 256,570 30,562 126,261 313,271 24,423
Flow-Through Receipts/Revenues from One District to 
Another District

2000 0 0 0 0 
State Sources 3000 1,590,084 300,000 0 283,655 0 0 0 0 0 
Federal Sources 4000 578,463 20,421 0 0 3,287 0 0 0 0 

Total Direct Receipts/Revenues 6,137,409 1,233,607 364,373 979,678 259,857 30,562 126,261 313,271 24,423
Total Direct Disbursements/Expenditures 5,938,977 605,997 590,650 990,857 267,960 508,959 266,747 15,640

Other Sources/Uses of Funds 0 (226,500) 226,500 2,320 0 0 0 0 0 
Beginning Fund Balances - July 1, 2019 2,760,487 985,901 114,780 509,370 502,215 1,087,355 2,952,241 350,533 280,224
Other Changes in Fund Balances 0 0 0 0 0 294,229 0 0 0 
Ending Fund Balances June 30, 2020 2,958,919 1,387,011 115,003 500,511 494,112 903,187 3,078,502 397,057 289,007

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

with an e-filing service 
provider. Visit
h t t p : / / e f i l e .
i l l i n o i s c o u r t s . g o v /
serviceproviders.htm 
to learn more and 
to select a service 
provider. If you need 
additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAZ/
gethelp.asp.
Copies of a claim 
e-filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or 
delivered to the 
Independent Executor 
and to the Attorney 
within ten (10) days 
after it has been efiled
with the Clerk of Court.
Dated this 17th day of 
November, 2021.
David M. Kaleel
Attorney for Executor
806 Jefferson St.
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5616
kaleel5@frontier.com
Greg Vaccaro
Circuit Clerk-LaSalle 
County Courthouse
119 W. Madison St.,
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 1105 (Nov. 24, 
Dec. 1, 8)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to (Section 
9-15 of the Property 
Tax Code) Illinois 
Revised Statutes, 
the 2022 township 
assessors meeting 
shall be held for the 
purpose of instructing 
said assessors in 
a manner as shall 
establish uniformity in 
the action of assessors 
and their deputy 
assessors.  Such 
public meeting shall be 
at 1:30 P.M. on Friday, 
December 17, 2021 
at the LaSalle County 
Jury Room 707 E. Etna 
Road Ottawa, IL
No. 1201 (Dec. 1)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11
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Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

605 605 
VEHICLES WANTEDVEHICLES WANTED

WANTED: Old Cars, 
Pickups, Unfinished 
Projects, Parts, 
Anything Considered. 
Cash Paid. Call or Text 
815-751-0776. (12-08-
21)

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, Loaded, 
1-Owner, 24K Miles, GM-Certified, 
Maroon............................................$45,900
2018 Chevy 1500 LT, 4WD, 4X4, Leather, 
White..............................................$33,900
2016 Chevy Malibu Lmtd., LTZ, Sunroof, 
NAV, 128K miles, black..................$13,900

2015 Jeep Wrangler Sahara 4x4 Loaded, 
1- owner, Red, 6 Speed Manual.... $30,900
2015 Chevy Impala LTZ, Gray........$16,500

 

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LTZ, 
4x4, 44K miles, 1-owner, Silver..$46,500
2020 Chevy Impala Premier, Loaded, Pearl 
White, One-Owner 14K miles..............$34,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Crew High Country 
4x4, 6.2 gas, Blue.......................$55,900
2019 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT 4x4 Z71, One-
Owner, 36K Miles, Leather, Blue..........$43,900 
2019 Chevy Crew Cab LT Z71 4x4, 
1-Owner, 63K miles, Gray..........$41,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4,  
6.2L, gas, 1-owner, 38K miles, White.......$45,900 
2018 1500 Chevy Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 45K 
miles, Red..................................$38,900
2018 Chevy Equinox LT FWD, nicely 
equipped 56K miles, Tan...........$21,500
2017 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 
Leather, Z71, Gas, 72K miles, New 
Tires, Gray..................................$46,900
2017 Chevy Traverse, AWD LT, 
1-Owner, 64K Miles, Gray..........$24,900 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, Loaded, One-Owner, 24K Miles, Maroon

$45,900

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

405 405 
HOUSE FOR SALEHOUSE FOR SALE

CLASS 1 
WASTEWATER 

OPERATOR-MANAGER
WANTED

CITY OF MENDOTA
Qualifications: 

• Class 1 License, High School 
diploma or equivalent, minimum of 

a Class B CDL License with 
airbrake endorsement. 

Benefits included
Mail resumes to 

City of Mendota, 
c/o Tim Kimrey, 

800 Washington St., 
Mendota, IL 61342

The City of Mendota is an
 EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

EMPLOYER
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

11
29

20
21

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

House for Sale- 
Mendota

1210 Pennsylvania 
Avenue

        Contact:  
309-582-6705

Email: 212fdh@gmail.com

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

2 Bdrm Apt. for 
Rent in Compton
Stove, Refrigerator, 

Water, Sewer & 
Garbage included.

$500.00/Month
Deposit &  

References Required.

Call 815-539-6629
09062021

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

Upstairs. 
3 to 4  

Bedroom  
Apartment.  
Central Air.  

Washer/Dryer. 
Pets are OK. 

$800.00/Month
Call- 815-488-6898

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES & REPAIRSSERVICES & REPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 

and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 

Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes. 
Very friendly and good 
mousers. Call Mike at 
815-993-2234(12-1-21

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

Where is it…

in Mendota?
Identify the local photo on page 4 of 

The Mendota Reporter every week & win 

$10 MENDOTA BUCKS!
How well do YOU know Mendota?

Brought to you each week by Eureka Savings Bank.

Call Us To Place 
Your Garage 

Sale Ad!

*NOW HIRING 
GENERAL PRODUCTION*

Due to our growing business, we are hiring for 
multiple General Production positions at our 
plant in Mendota, IL. Ridley Feed Ingredients, 
an Alltech company, specializes in thoroughly re-
searched, competitively priced micro feed ingre-
dients, vitamin and mineral premixes, and feed 
additives.  We are seeking candidates to join our 
team on both 2nd shift (2:00 pm – 10:30 pm) and 
3rd shift (10:00 pm – 6:30 am).

This position is assigned to operate equipment 
within established guidelines for efficiency, safe-
ty, and product quality along with completing pa-
perwork and/or computer entry as required.  The 
equipment will vary and include manufacturing 
and packaging equipment.

Qualified candidates will have high school diplo-
ma (or equivalent), experience in a manufactur-
ing environment, and be able to work in a quickly 
changing/fast paced environment.  Candidates 
must be able to routinely lift up to 50 lbs. through-
out the shift, climb stairs, ladders, be physically 
active throughout the shift, and work under vari-
ous weather and environmental conditions. Fork-
lift experience is a plus.

Alltech provides the following benefits, effective 
on the first day of employment (except for STD 
and LTD) to employees who have the work ethic 
and commitment to customers, safety, and prod-
uct quality that we are known for:

• Competitive pay rate 
• Annual incentive pay opportunity 
• 2 medical plans and 2 dental plans to select from
• Vision plan
• 401k plan with generous match
• Flexible spending accounts
• Health savings account
• Disability and life insurance 
• Paid holidays and vacations
 
We are an equal opportunity employer and do 
not discriminate against otherwise qualified appli-
cants on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 
ancestry, age, sex, marital status, national origin, 
disability or handicap, or veteran status.

To apply please send resume to employment@
ridleyinc.com or stop in at 1609 1st Ave, Mendota, 
IL 61342 11

24
20

21

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.
com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to 
start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start 
in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $15.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes.
Very friendly & good 

mousers.
Call Mike at 

815-993-2234

309 309 
PETS & SUPPLIESPETS & SUPPLIES
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURED

NEW LISTING  - GREAT 
BUILDING with good parking 
& space! Easy access with 

overhead door. Duralast  roof 
with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far 

Call one 
of our 

Realtors 
for all your 
Real Estate 
questions!

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-712-7346 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,  Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

815-539-3811

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL
815-535-6295

Abigail Vaessen, Broker

815-508-9715
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

Erbes Realty, Inc.
1922 Tower Rd., Sublette

815-535-6295

635 East Main, Amboy 
Beautiful Brick, two story Craftsman home on historic East Main Street in Amboy. Surrounded by lovely homes and nature on 2/3 acre on the 

edge of farm country. Screened in front porch. Plenty of natural light in every room. Gorgeous woodwork! Original chandeliers and wall sconces 
in huge living room with wood burning fireplace. French doors to living room and dining room for privacy. Spacious foyer with one oak stairway 
to 5 bedrooms on second floor. Original wavy glass in 4 over 4 windows, hardwood floors throughout. New bathroom on first floor with marble 
top vanity and subway tile shower. Laundry area on main floor with washer and dryer included. Full basement accessible from kitchen or rear 

door which could be a sixth bedroom or game room with second laundry hook up and lots of storage including a half bath. Two AC units, one for 
upstairs and one for main floor. Two car detached garage and huge fenced backyard.

2517 Woods St., West Brooklyn $120,000  
Lovely Dutch Colonial 2 story home with hardwood floors on the first floor with nice 
woodwork.  The foyer leads to a gorgeous open staircase that takes you to 3 large bedrooms.  
1st floor master bedroom,  Bright airy and clean home with lots of storage.  Detached Big 
18x30 garage.

Joe McConville            815-910-5673
Sharon Kimrey                815-343-3600 
Marty McConville                          815-200-2233
Melody Nanzer                  815-228-2842
Ryan Coss                                         815-830-8636

Call one of our Realtors for all your  
Real Estate questions!

Farmland Auction
77 acres MOL unimproved farmland  

Section 14 Meriden Twp., LaSalle Co., Il.
Friday December 10th, 2021 @ 10:00 AM 

Auction to be held in the basement of Pioneer State Bank 
137 N. Main St., Earlville, Il and online.

Legal Description: The S. ½ of the SW ¼ excluding approximate 3 
acre building site in section 14, Meriden Twp., LaSalle Co., Il.

Directions to Property: From I-39 take US Hwy 34 approximately 6 
miles to E. 10th Rd. then north ¼ mile.

Closing: Closing to take place on or before December 30th, 2021
Sellers: Bauer Family Farm

Attorney: Attorney Mark Anderson Anderson Law 
McConville Realty & Auctioneering

Joe McConville 815/910-5673/Marty McConville 815/200-2233
For a complete list of terms, soil maps, aerial photos contact 
auctioneers or visit our website www.mcconvillerealty.com

2846 IL. Route 30 Highway, Compton $65,000 
 Lots of potential for this one story home located on Route 30 North of 
Compton.  Call for a showing.  McConville Realty.

Marcia Kosowski, Broker

779-423-5947

 126 W Division St., Amboy $169,900
This beautiful ranch style home is all ready for you to move into! Located 
on a large corner lot. You will be amazed how much bigger it is once 
inside. Features include: 3 bedrooms, possible one in basement, 2 baths, 
dining room, kitchen with breakfast bar, stools and all appliances stay, 
oak hardwood floors, sunken great room with wood burner stove, office 
area, concrete drive, 2 car detached drive, shed, back fenced in yard for 
privacy, covered porch and a patio area for entertaining. Call today for a 
showing! CONTIGENT UPON SELLER FINDING HOME OF THEIR CHOICE!

27858 2600 East St., Van Orin  $64,900 
Ranch style home with curb appeal. Why Rent when you 
can own! This open living/dining area, kitchen, 2 bedroom, 
one bath home comes with all appliances and is ready 
to move into. Features an attached garage that can be 
converted into a family room/master bedroom. There is a 
car port for parking, shed in back for all your storage. Call 
today for a showing!

25 W. Milton St., Amboy $28,500
Build your dream home on these 4 lots with 
another lot available on Commercial to add to 
the Milton Street lots. Garage located on one lot. 
* Same lot owner for the lot on Commercial 02-
15-22-179-010 RE taxes $61.24 Buy all 5. Call 
today for a showing! This includes for all 5 lots!

703 WASHINGTON 
STREET 

MENDOTA
OWN A PIECE 
OF HISTORICAL 
MENDOTA!!!! 
BUILT IN 1876, 
THIS RETAIL 
BUILDING HAS 
CHARACTER 
WAITING TO BE 
USED AGAIN 
BY YOU!

582 US Route 52, Sublette $343,900
Unique home with lots of spacious room to enjoy! 
Features include: 3,47 acre’s of gorgeous land, 5 
bedrooms, 4 baths, loft area for entertaining, 
family room in basement and bath room attached 
garage.

1854 Richardson Rd., Amboy 
$64,900

This location is calling your name! Imagine 
all the possibilities this property offers. Build 
your dream home on this 1.6 acre property. 
The opportunities are endless. Call today for 
a showing.

00 SE Corner of W. Provost & 
Josiah Ave South East, Amboy 

$12,000
Great location to build your dream home. Call 
today for a showing!

1510 GUILES AVENUE MENDOTA
3 BDR COTTAGE ON A HILL WITH AN 
ENCLOSED FRONT PORCH, GARAGE, 
FENCED YARD AND 2 STORAGE 
SHEDS!!
$79,900.00

408 5TH AVENUE MENDOTA
LARGE CORNER LOT--.31 ACRE, 
WITH MATURE TREES, AND GARAGE,  
WAITING TO BE A HOME BASE FOR 
SOMEONE!
$20,000.00

2191 MONTAVON RD WEST BROOKLYN
$329,000.00

1304 BURLINGTON ST MENDOTA
$199,900

102 BROAD ST LAMOILLE
$113,900

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING
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