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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

MENDOTA – The holi-
days are quickly approaching 
and Mendota will be getting 
into the spirit of the season 
when it hosts “A Mendota 
Christmas” on Saturday, 
Dec. 4 in downtown Mendo-
ta. The event is sponsored by 
the Mendota Area Chamber 
of Commerce.

Numerous activities will 
be held during the day, in-
cluding:

• Holiday Craft & Ven-
dor Show – Featuring craft 
and vendors for all of your 
holiday gift-giving needs, 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
Mendota Elks Lodge.

• Free Hot Chocolate & 
Hot Dogs – The Mendota 
Lions Club will be providing 
treats on Illinois Avenue 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Cows Coffee – Selling 
hot beverages on Illinois Av-
enue from 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

• De Colores – Dance 
group performing at 10:30 
a.m. on Illinois Avenue.

• Taco Guzman – Selling 
tacos from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.

• Horse-Drawn Carriage 
Rides – At the corner of Indi-
ana Avenue and Washington 
Street from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Boy Scout Wreath Sales 
– The Boy Scouts will be 
selling holiday wreaths from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

• Santa Claus – Jolly Old 
Saint Nick will make an ap-

pearance on Illinois Avenue 
from noon-3 p.m. Children 
are encouraged to write let-
ters and put them in Santa’s 
mailbox. Santa will be in his 
house. Social distancing will 
be practiced.

• Free Book Giveaway – 
Books will be given away 
to children who visit with 
Santa as a way to promote 
literacy in Mendota, from 
noon-3 p.m.

• Reindeer – Visit with San-
ta’s reindeer from noon-2 p.m.

• Touch-a-Truck – Chil-
dren of all ages are invited 
to see and explore vehicles 
– police cars, fire trucks, 
tractors and more.

Other businesses and 
organizations participating 
in the festivities include 
Mendota BPW (cookie 
kits), Expressions Salon 
(design-a-ornament), Men-
dota YMCA (Christmas 
limbo), HCC (crayon & 
coloring sheets), Mendota 
Bible Church (candy canes), 
Victory Baptist Church (San-
ta Bingo), First Presbyterian 
Church (BBQ sandwiches), 
Sports-N-Stuff, Community 
Health Partnership, Mendota 
Rotary Club and Holy Cross.

Also, stop by the in-
formation booth for your 
Build-A-Gingerbread Man 
activity. To complete the Gin-
gerbread man, you will need 
to visit the above locations.

‘A Mendota Christmas’
to include numerous
activities on Dec. 4th
q Santa Claus to arrive in town at noon

MENDOTA – The fund-
raising campaign for the 
“Raise the Depot” art instal-
lation project is in full swing 
in Mendota.

“Raise the Depot” is a 
public art installation for the 
Silo Pathways Countryside 
Public Art Tour. A three-di-
mensional, 127-foot wide by 
50-feet tall mural depicting 
the historic Union Depot 
Train Station as it was in 
downtown Mendota in the 
1900s is being proposed and 
commissioned by Gabe and 
Michelle Wade in apprecia-
tion of the station’s historic 
significance and stunning 
turn-of-the century architec-
ture. The mural will be placed 
on the south side of the Triple 
Service Inc. building at the 
corner of Illinois Avenue and 
Monroe Street in downtown 
Mendota.

Michelle Wade said the 
goal is to raise $143,000 
needed to complete the entire 
project. She said the first 
hurdle to clear is securing 
$75,000 by the end of De-
cember. Currently, the cam-
paign figure is at $28,120, 
and Wade said she has several 
commitments for large dona-
tions, so she is confident the 
$75,000 goal will be met by 
the end of the year.

“I’m very confident we’ll 
hit our mark based on conver-
sations I’ve had with people 
and commitments that have 
been made,” said Wade. 
“Once we hit that $75,000 
mark, we can start the process 
of painting. At that point, we 
know we will be on target for 
installation by August 2022.”

Wade said the fundraising 
campaign was kicked off 
around this year’s Sweet 
Corn Festival. She said it 

‘Raise the Depot’ fundraiser in full swing
q Donations being sought to fund Mendota public art installation project

Funding is being sought for a three-dimensional, 127-foot wide by 50-feet tall mural 
depicting the historic Union Depot Train Station as it was in downtown Mendota in 
the 1900s. (Reporter photo)

has been challenging to get 
the message to the masses 
and that the goal is lofty, 
but the campaign is picking 
up steam.

“These are goals and 
targets that we have set, 
and I’m certain this project 
will happen,” she said. “It’s 
easiest for the painting to be 
done over the winter and get 
it ready for installation next 
August. I’m anxious to get 
this done.”

The mural designer/art-
ist is Ray Paseka and the 
creation of the art piece 
will be done right here in 
Mendota. It will be made 
up of pre-painted aluminum 
sheeting (4x10 foot each) 
mounted to a steel support 

grid. The structure will have 
a layered, dimensional effect 
with the station tower fea-
turing a three-dimensional, 
train-shaped weather wave 
at its peak, rising above the 
main structure. Both the 
locomotive and train track 
will stand away from the 
support grid and windows 
within the structure will have 
translucent inlays to allow for 
diffused lighting. Construc-
tion methods will preserve 
the mural for decades.

Wade added that there will 
be a 10-foot space between 
the mural and the First State 
Bank parking lot so there 
will be room for people to 
admire the structure and take 
photographs if they wish.

“The cost of the project 
is more than just the mural, 
it’s the space and the lighting 
that we want to do that will 
make this area come alive,” 
Wade said. “There is a lot 
of other work than just the 
mural. The $143,000 is the 
whole package.”

NCI ARTworks devel-
oped Silo Pathways in 2017 
as a curated outdoor art gal-
lery through LaSalle, Bureau 
and Putnam counties. The 
Union Depot mural will be 
the second public art project 
in Mendota for the Silo Path-
ways Countryside Public 
Art Tour. “Mendota Gold” 

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker recently signed 
into law a tax incentives 
package that state lawmak-
ers hope will help Illinois 
become a manufacturing 
hub for the budding electric 
vehicle industry. 

The Reimagining Electric 
Vehicles in Illinois, or REV 
Act, passed the General As-
sembly with near-unanimous 
bipartisan support during the 
recently concluded fall ses-
sion. It provides tax credits 
for income tax withheld for 
EV manufacturers and costs 
to train new or retained em-
ployees. 

It also applies to the manu-
facturers of EV parts, such as 
batteries. It’s an effort to lure 
new manufacturers to Illinois 
while incentivizing existing 
manufacturers to invest in their 
Illinois facilities and workers.

Gov. JB Pritzker speaks after he signed the Reimagin-
ing Electric Vehicles in Illinois Act into law recently in 
Belvidere. (Credit: Blueroomstream.com)

Gov. Pritzker signs electric vehicle 
manufacturing incentives into law

“With this bill, we intend 
to attract more EV manufac-
turers, charging station man-
ufacturers and automotive 
parts manufacturers, more 
than ever before, and it will 
help Illinois become one of 
the leading EV hubs in the 
entire nation,” Pritzker said 

during a signing ceremony at 
the Rock Valley College Ad-
vanced Technology Center in 
Belvidere. 

The tax credits created 
by the new law range from 

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FarmWeek

Thanksgiving dinner 
is expected to cost 14% 
more this year, with higher 
turkey prices pulling up 
that percentage.

American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s 36th annual 
survey indicates the aver-
age cost of this year’s feast 
for 10 is still affordable at 
$53.31 – or less than $6 per 
person. This is a $6.41 or 
14% increase from last 
year’s average of $46.90.

The centerpiece on 
most Thanksgiving tables 
– the turkey – costs more 
than last year, at $23.99 
for a 16-pound bird. That’s 
roughly $1.50 per pound, 
up 24% from last year, but 
there are several mitigat-
ing factors.

Farm Bureau volunteer 
shoppers checked prices 
Oct. 26 to Nov. 8, about 

Cost of Thanksgiving dinner increases

two weeks before most 
grocery store chains began 
featuring whole frozen tur-
keys at sharply lower prices. 
So consumers shopping now 
for turkeys likely can find 
better prices.

All the items surveyed 
saw price jumps from last 
year — except stuffing — 
which trends with rising 
inflation for all goods. Taking 
turkey out of the basket of 
foods reveals a 6.6% price 
increase compared to last 
year, which tracks closely 
with the Consumer Price 
Index for food and general 
inflation across the economy.

“Several factors contrib-
uted to the increase in average 

cost of this year’s Thanks-
giving dinner,” AFBF Se-
nior Economist Veronica 
Nigh said. “These include 
dramatic disruptions to 
the U.S. economy and 
supply chains over the last 
20 months; inflationary 
pressure throughout the 
economy; difficulty in 
predicting demand during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and high global demand 
for food, particularly 
meat,” she said. Further, 
“The trend of consumers 
cooking and eating at 
home more often due 
to the pandemic led to 
increased supermarket 
demand and higher re-
tail food prices in 2020 
and 2021, compared to 
pre-pandemic prices in 
2019.”

See Dinner, Page A5
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NORTH AMERICA’S

#1 Walk-In Tub
NOWwith an Exclusive

NEW Shower Package!

First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for standing or sitting

Durable frameless tempered glass enclosure available

High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty

Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low price

EXCLUSIVE OFFER!

$1500 OFF
on a Walk-in Tub with this Limited Time Offer*

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE. FOR DETAILS CALL TODAY!

815-267-0149
FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Now you can have the best of both worlds–
there iiisn’’’t a better, more affffffordable walk-iiin tub!!!

BUILT IN
THE USA CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

We work together like a well-oiled machine. 
There’s nothing we haven’t seen. We have the 
latest technology, and we know how to use it.

From general cardiology to the most complex 
surgeries, we are RIGHT HERE for you – close to 
home in Rockford.

Delicate surgery with no room for error?
Challenge accepted. 

We’re experts, and we’re ready for this.

RIGHT HERE
IN ROCKFORD

Find a provider at
osfhealthcare.org/righthere

World-class heart care

Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

D
on

’t 
f i

p over mattress prices after the f rst of the year!

Route 251 South, Mendota
815-539-6263
www.meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue & Wed 9-5 • Thurs closed • Sat 10-5 • Sun Noon-4

MATTRESS SALE!  

Come in before the beginning of the year... 
all mattress prices are increasing!

Gift certifcates available!!

11
24

20
21

As part of World Kindness Day, 
we have been collecting food for the 
Mendota Food Pantry this past week. 
We have received so much food and we 
are so grateful for the kindness of our 
students, their families and our staff. Our 
community will greatly benefit from your 
kindness. Thank you!

The students nominated for the Prin-
cipal Award this past week included Pe-
nelope Gruimuk, Aisaiah Arteaga, Delaila 
Casas, Matthew Krisch, Scarlett Burrell, 
Julian Montes, Delilah Hermosillo and 
Delilah Wallace. The winners were Jace 
Ganther, Meredith McNutt, Devlin Ward 
and Jaxson Holley. Congratulations to 
all of you.

The first trimester ended on Nov. 19. 
Teachers are currently preparing grades. 
Report cards will go home with all stu-
dents on Monday, Nov. 29.

The students in Mrs. Wixom, Mrs. Mi-

kolasek, Mrs. Higdon, Mrs. Lamps, Miss 
Akre, Mrs. Kramer, Miss Willhelm, Mrs. 
O’Sadnick and Mrs. Tillman’s classes all 
earned their 20th Paw Pride certificate for 
trimester 1. That means all of our students 
will get their behavior reward of an extra 
recess with me to celebrate. We will be 
working towards a different reward for 
the second trimester.

Thanksgiving break will be Nov. 24-
26. Students will return to school on Nov. 
29. I am so thankful for all of our staff, 
students and their families at Blackstone. 
I wish everyone a wonderful holiday!

For our families that participated in 
the fall Club Choice fundraiser, don’t 
forget that the pick up will be on Tuesday, 
Nov. 30. All orders can be picked up at 
Northbrook School from 3-6 p.m. Thank 
you to all who supported this fundraiser. 
Blackstone is trying to raise money for 
more playground equipment.

“Raise the Depot” donation
Anna Arteaga, left, and Jesse Arellano, right, of Eureka Savings Bank in Mendota, 
present a check for $2,500 from the bank to Michelle Wade, who is spearheading the 
fundraising effort for the “Raise the Depot” project in Mendota. “Raise the Depot” is 
a public art installation for the Silo Pathways Countryside Public Art Tour, which is 
developed by NCI ARTworks. The “Raise the Depot” project is a three-dimensional, 
127-foot wide by 50-feet tall mural depicting the historic Union Depot Train Station as 
it was in downtown Mendota in the 1900s. The mural will be placed on the south side 
of the Triple Service Inc. building at the corner of Illinois Avenue and Monroe Street 
in downtown Mendota. (Reporter photo)

Jumping for 
Jackson
A n y t i m e  F i t n e s s  o f 
Mendota recently held a 
“Jumping For Jackson” 
fundraiser for Mendota 
High  School  s tudent 
Jackson Carr, who was 
diagnosed with Leukemia 
s evera l  months  ago . 
Mendota High School 
collaborated with Kelly 
Champlin from Anytime 
F i t n e s s  i n  M e n d o t a 
to do the fundraiser at 
MHS. Anytime Fitness 
also did it at their place 
of business. The students 
raised $2,000 for the family 
and performed jumping 
jacks or jumped rope for 
40 minutes during their 
weight room class. MHS 
students Jamie Dooley, 
Reanna Brant and Kody 
Chase collected the most 
donations. Left to right, 
are Gary Barrera of MHS, 
Brant and Champlin. 
(Photo contributed)
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4-H to hold officer training for youth
OGLESBY - University of Illinois Extension - Bureau, 

LaSalle, Marshall & Putnam Counties is hosting their annual 
4-H officer training on Saturday, Dec. 4 at IVCC in rooms 
CTC 124 and 125 from 9 a.m.-noon. All youth interested 
in becoming an officer in their 4-H community club are en-
couraged to attend and learn more about the officer positions 
and leadership roles. 

Officer roles include, but are not limited to, president, vice 
president, secretary, treasurer, and recreation leader. For those 
already elected as officers, it is important that they attend to 
learn their officer role and to help their club and 4-H leader 
run meetings in an efficient and smooth manner. 

There will be a lot of fun, hands-on activities and games 
planned to help youth develop and learn leadership skills, 

LOCAL AND AREA

@ school
@ home GO,

o
r on the

take
your hometown

news wherever 
you go!

You may be miles from home, but you 
never have to feel far away with an online 

subscription to the Mendota Reporter!
Give your child a little piece  of home they can take with them anywhere 

they go – their hometown news online at www.mendotareporter.com!

• Same great content
• Identical to paper edition
• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it
• Back issues available

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com 
or call 815-539-9396 for your password 
today. You can also register online by 
visiting our website.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

Carl’s Quiz
Where did the phrase 

‘pull out all the stops’ originate?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: “Double, double 
toil and trouble; fire burn and cauldron bubble” was 
written by William Shakespeare (1564-1616) from his 

play, “Macbeth.”
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

Bergmark

BIRTHDAYS

See Local News online at  www.mendotareporter.com

See 4H, Page A4

Mendota Weather Nov. 24, 2021
Seven Day Forecast

Wednesday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 53 Low: 33

Thursday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 37 Low: 19

Friday

Partly Cloudy

High: 33 Low: 25

Saturday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 42 Low: 26

Sunday

Partly Cloudy

High: 41 Low: 27

Monday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 42 Low: 25

Tuesday

Partly Cloudy

High: 41 Low: 27

In-Depth Forecast
Wednesday we will see mostly 

cloudy skies, high of 53°, humidity of 

61%. South wind 13 to 21 mph. The 

record high for Wednesday is 65° set 

in 1966. Expect mostly cloudy skies 

Wednesday night with a 40% chance 

of scattered rain, overnight low of 33°.

West wind 11 to 14 mph. The wind 

chill for Wednesday night could 

reach 26°. The record low for 

Wednesday night is -2° set in 1970.

Last Week's Local Almanac
Date Hi Lo Normals Precip

Monday 37 31 46/28 0.00"

Tuesday 60 31 46/28 0.00"

Wednesday 61 39 45/27 0.00"

Thursday 35 29 44/27 0.00"

Friday 40 23 44/27 0.00"

Saturday 54 36 43/26 0.00"

Sunday 56 27 43/26 0.00"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rainfall 0.00"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal rainfall 0.68"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure -0.68"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average temp 39.9°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average normal 35.7°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure +4.2°

Data as reported from Peru, Ill.

Local Sun/Moon Chart This Week
Day Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Wednesday 6:56 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 8:45 p.m. 11:31 a.m.

Thursday 6:57 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 9:49 p.m. 12:07 p.m.

Friday 6:58 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 10:54 p.m. 12:38 p.m.

Saturday 6:59 a.m. 4:28 p.m. Prev Day 1:06 p.m.

Sunday 7:00 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 12:02 a.m. 1:31 p.m.

Monday 7:01 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 1:10 a.m. 1:55 p.m.

Tuesday 7:02 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 2:21 a.m. 2:20 p.m.

Last

11/27

New

12/4

First

12/10

Full

12/18

Regional Cities
Wednesday  Thursday

City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx

52/35 mc 47/19 raAurora

53/41 mc 49/21 raChampaign

52/37 mc 48/23 raChicago

53/27 mc 49/16 pcFreeport

52/36 mc 47/20 raJoliet

56/30 mc 51/19 pcMoline

56/36 mc 53/21 raPeoria

53/31 mc 48/16 pcRockford

57/38 mc 53/21 raSpringfield

Local UV Index

          
0 - 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11+  

UV Index

0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate,

6-7: High, 8-10: Very High,

11+: Extreme Exposure

www.WhatsOurWeather.com

Weather History
Nov. 24, 1863 - The Civil War's "battle 
above the clouds" was fought on Lookout 
Mountain near Chattanooga. Pre-frontal 
clouds obscured the upper battlefield. 
These weather conditions contributed to a 
victory for Union forces.

Nov. 25, 1970 - The temperature at 
Tallahassee, Fla. dipped to 13 degrees, 
following a high of 40 degrees on the 
previous day. The mercury reached 67 
degrees on Nov. 26, and highs were in the 
70s the rest of the month.

Weather Trivia
How many inches of dry 
snow equal one inch of 
rain? ?

Answer: You would need to melt 
20 to 40 inches of snow to get one 
inch of rain.

National Weather Summary This Week
The Northeast will see partly to mostly cloudy skies with the highest 

temperature of 52 in Quincy, Ill. The Southeast will experience 

mostly clear to partly cloudy skies with the highest temperature of 74 

in Gifford, Fla. The central United States will see partly to mostly 

cloudy skies with the highest temperature of 81 in Laredo, Texas. In 

the Northwest there will be partly to mostly cloudy skies with isolated rain and snow, 

highest temperature of 54 in Toledo, Ore. The Southwest will see mostly clear to partly 

cloudy skies with the highest temperature of 74 in Palm Springs, Calif.

Apply now for IVSO’s Young 
Performers Concerto Competition

MENDOTA - The Illinois Valley Sym-
phony Orchestra will hold their Young 
Performers Concerto Competition on 
Saturday, Jan. 8 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The 
competition is open to students in grades 6 
through 12 who live or study in the Illinois 
Valley Community College district or as 
far east as Morris on Interstate 80.

Winners of the competition will have 
the opportunity to perform solo with the 

orchestra at the March 13 series concert, 
which will take place at LaSalle-Peru 
High School’s Matthiessen Memorial 
Auditorium. Students who are runners 
up and receive Honorable Mention will 
be recognized at an IVSO Honors Recital 
on Feb. 4 at the Fine Arts Factory in the 
Westclox Building.

Application forms are available online 
at ivso.org. The deadline to apply is Dec. 1.

Mendota H.S. team scores a win in Junior 
Achievement Business Titan competition

MENDOTA - A team of Mendota High 
School students, Giselle Gomez, Allison 
Stewart, Parker Guelde and Ethan Hanaman, 
competed in the Junior Achievement Business 
Titan competition on Nov. 16. The MHS 
team won that competition, beating teams 

from LaSalle-Peru (two teams), Annawan, 
Kewanee (two teams) and Geneseo. 

The MHS team will now move on to com-
pete in Davenport, Iowa on Dec. 8. They will 
go up against teams from Illinois and Iowa 
for scholarship monies.  

A. Archer 80th birthday
MENDOTA – Arlene 

(Bialas) Archer will be cel-
ebrating her 80th birthday on 
Tuesday, Dec. 7. The Pearl 
Harbor baby was born on 
Dec. 7, 1941.

In honor of her 80th birth-
day, the family is having a 
card shower. For those who 
wish to recognize Archer 
on her birthday, please send 
cards to her in care of Heri-
tage Health, 1201 First Ave., 
Mendota, IL 61342.

D. Bergmark 90th birthday
MENDOTA – Dick Berg-

mark of Mendota will be 
celebrating his 90th birthday 
on Saturday, Dec. 4.

Help the Bergmark family 
shower him with cards on this 
special occasion. Cards can 
be sent to: Dick Bergmark, 
1203 S. Park Ave., Mendota, 
IL 61342.

The family appreciates 
everyone who helps make 
this birthday extra special.

Archer

The MHS team includes, left to right, business teacher Shawn LeRette, and students 
Ethan Hanaman, Parker Guelde, Allison Stewart and Giselle Gomez. (Photo contributed)

Life Line Screening in Mendota, Dec. 7
MENDOTA – Residents 

living in and around the 
Mendota area can learn about 
their risk for cardiovascular 
disease, osteoporosis, di-
abetes, and other chronic, 
serious conditions with af-
fordable screenings by Life 
Line Screening. Mendota 
Moose Lodge 714, located at 
211 E. 12th St., Mendota will 
host this community event on 

Tuesday, Dec. 7. 
Screenings can check for:
• The level of plaque 

buildup in your arteries, 
related to risk for cardio-
vascular disease, stroke and 
overall vascular health.

• HDL and LDL Choles-
terol levels

• Diabetes risk
• Bone density as a risk for 

possible osteoporosis

• Kidney and thyroid 
function, and more.

Screenings are affordable 
and convenient. Parking is free.

Special package pricing 
starts at $149, but consultants 
will work with you to create 
a package that is right for you 
based on age and risk factors. 
Call 1-877-237-1287 or visit  
www.lifelinescreening.com. 
Pre-registration is required.

Elks memorial 
service 
scheduled

MENDOTA – Relatives 
and friends of Elks members 
listed below are invited to 
attend the traditional Me-
morial Service honoring the 
departed members who have 
passed since the 2019 Memo-
rial Service. The service will 
take place on Sunday, Dec. 5 
at 1 p.m. with refreshments 
following.

Those to be honored 
include Roger D. Anderson, 
James B. Armstrong, Life 
Member (LM); Paul L. 
Betz; Ronald Boltz (LM); 
James F. Brown (LM); 
Michael R. Burkart; Albert 
Butler Jr. (LM); Dean M. 
Cannon; Cecil C. Corcor-
an; Kevin Corcoran; Jaci 
D. Cummings; George M. 
Durbin; Stanley F. Erwin, 
Past Exalted Ruler (PER, 
LM); Stuart Faber; Dale H. 
Frey; James H. Hessenberger 
(LM); David L. Hof (LM); 
James B. Jamison; Dennis J. 
Jones; LaVern N. Klinefelter; 
Gerald E. Knowlton; Robert 
J. Krenz (LM); Kenneth G. 
Kurth; Delwin Lamps (LM); 
Robert A. Martin (LM); 
George T. McMahon; Robert 
E. Meinhardt (LM); Marjorie 
J. Nance (PER); Stacy L. 
Olesen; Lynn Peterson; John 
Pierson; Dennis Piller (LM); 
David G. Pohl (LM); Terry 
Politsch; Kenneth Purvis 
(LM); Rodney Quinlan; 
Henry L. Robinson; Sherman 
Shaw; Richard L. Shotliff; 
Thomas J. Smith; Robert 
W. Sondgeroth; Anthony 
Taylor; and Dennis Weiler. 

EDUCATION 
BRIEFS

Palmer Chiropractic 
dean’s list

DAVENPORT, Iowa - 
Madeline Eager of Mendota 
has been named to the sum-
mer 2021 trimester dean’s 
list at Palmer College of 
Chiropractic’s main campus 
in Davenport, Iowa.

Palmer College of Chi-
ropractic has campuses in 
Davenport, San Jose, Calif. 
and Port Orange, Fla.
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David G. Ultch 
MENDOTA - David Gene Ultch, 

75, of Mendota, passed away Nov. 
15, 2021 at his home.

There will be no services. Cre-
mation rites were accorded. Burial 
will be private.

David was born Jan. 22, 1946 in 
Mendota to Donald and Marguerite 
(Meisel) Ultch.

Survivors include three daugh-
ters, Emily McTigue, Amy Ultch 
and Annelies Salsman; four grandchildren, Cameron Koetz, 
Olivia and Gabrielle Salsman and Eleyna McTigue; and one 
brother, Doug Ultch of Mendota.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
David was a 1964 graduate and valedictorian of Mendota 

High School. He was known as an intelligent, artistic and 
quiet man, who will be dearly missed.

Memorials may be directed to the donor’s choice. Online 
condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

Beverly J. Serr
WACO, Texas - Beverly Jean 

Serr, 86, of Waco, Texas, formerly of 
LaMoille, got her wish for Jesus to 
come and get her on Nov. 17, 2021 
at Ascension Providence Health 
Center in Texas. 

A memorial service is planned 
over the Christmas holidays at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Boerne, 
Texas with Pastor Mariola Bergquist 
officiating. An interment of ashes 
will be held at a later time at Clarion Lutheran Cemetery, 
LaMoille.

Beverly was born Dec. 25, 1934, a Christmas gift from 
God to Harold and Laura (Schlesinger) Wenzel. She was 
joined later by her only sibling, her sister Shirley. She married 
Earnest L. Serr on June 10, 1956.

Survivors include her husband, Earnest; her son, Brian 
and daughter-in-law, Kathy; three beloved granddaughters, 
Grace, Olivia, and Sophia; her sister, Shirley and brother-in-
law, Kerry Harlacher; and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
Beverly and Shirley grew up together on a farm in Dimmick 

Township. As the older sister, Beverly became the one most 
accustomed to helping her dad with the farm chores, surely 
one of the early experiences that produced her love of work 
and her self-confidence. She attended LaSalle-Peru High 
School, where she excelled as a student and played on the 
girls’ basketball team. After high school, she became the first 
person in her family line to attend college, enrolling at Capital 
University in Columbus, Ohio, where she earned good grades 
and made many friends. One of those friends, Earnest Serr, a 
student at Capital’s Trinity Lutheran Seminary, became the 
love of her life. After marrying in 1956, they moved to Cullom, 
the first church in their ministry. They welcomed their first 
and only child, Brian, on Dec. 16, 1958. They later moved to 
Schapvillle (“population: 49 people, 52 dogs,” proclaimed a 
sign at the edge of the one-gravel-road town), and then close 
to Mendota, where the young family lived across the rural 
blacktop road from the Clarion Lutheran Church and Cem-
etery. Within a few years, Beverly became the kindergarten 
teacher in LaMoille, a position she poured herself into for 
over 25 years, becoming a beloved and respected member 
of both the Clarion and LaMoille communities.

Beverly took all her endeavors seriously, whether par-
enting, teaching or serving within her husband’s various 
churches or pursuing hobbies such as sewing and quilting, 
baking Christmas cookies or doing housework. There was a 
way to do things – the right way – and she was confident that 
she had the formula. That confidence sometimes bumped up 
against the confidence of her husband and her son, both of 
whom were often under the mistaken impression that they 
knew better. But though the family could argue beyond the 
point of exhaustion, there was never a day – not a single 
day – where the three missed an opportunity to apologize 
(if necessary) and to say sincerely, “Good night; I love you” 
before bedtime.

Beverly and Ernie enjoyed traveling, taking numerous trips 
in the U.S. and Europe, instilling in their son an insatiable 
love of travel. They made friends quickly wherever they went 
and the same was true when they moved to Texas in 1999, 
following their retirement. That move was motivated by their 
desire to live closer to Brian and his wife, Kathy, who both 
work at Baylor University Law School, and especially by 
their desire to be a part of their granddaughters’ lives. Grace, 
Olivia, and Sophia grew up with their Grandpa and Grandma 
Serr an ever-present fixture in their lives. Beverly and Ernie 
had a home built near Boerne and were active members of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Boerne, where they made 
many new friends. In 2019, they moved to Waco and again 
made many new friends at The Delaney senior living facility. 
Beverly supported many charitable causes, especially those 
focusing on the needs of children. 

If you would like to make a donation in her honor, the 
family encourages directing it to your favorite charity fo-
cusing on children.  

The family invites you to share a message or memory on 
their “Tribute Wall” at www.WHBfamily.com.

Catherine M. Taylor
MENDOTA - Catherine M. 

Taylor, 99, of Mendota passed away 
Nov. 19, 2021 at Heritage Health 
Mendota. 

Visitation was from 4-6 p.m. on 
Nov. 22 with a 3:30 p.m. rosary at 
the Wasmer Funeral Home, Men-
dota. Mass of Christian burial was 
at 1 p.m. on Nov. 23 at Holy Cross 
Church with Rev. Peter Pilon offi-
ciating. Burial was at Holy Cross 
Cemetery. Wasmer Funeral Home was privileged to assist 
the family.  

Catherine was born Sept. 30, 1922 in Mendota to Martin 
and Elizabeth (Kratz) Spitz. She married Arthur John Henkel 
at Holy Cross on Feb. 5, 1941; he preceded her in death on 
Feb. 27, 1955. She married William Grubb at Holy Cross on 
May 24, 1958; he preceded her in death on April 18, 1961. 
She then married Robert “Paul” Taylor on May 12, 1962 at 
Holy Cross, and he preceded her in death on Jan. 3, 2016. 

Survivors include four daughters, Doris Decker of Des 
Moines, Iowa, Lois (Richard) Schwemlein of Mendota, 
Shirley (Don) Dallmier of Arcola, and Cathy Hall of Des 
Moines, Iowa; two sisters, Carlene Schuhler of Sublette 
and Rita (David) Jones of Mendota; eight grandchildren; 16 
great-grandchildren; and seven great-great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her husbands; one daughter, 
Susan Taylor; one grandson, Taylor Hall; one great-grand-
daughter; four brothers, Al Spitz, Leo Spitz, Martin Spitz 
and Delbert Spitz; and three sisters, Estelle Fonner, Delores 
Brandt and Florence “Toots” Kuebel. 

During her work career, Catherine was a housekeeper 
for many local homes. She found time to volunteer with 
the American Red Cross and the Catholic War Veterans in 
LaSalle, was active in many card clubs, and was in charge 
of the funeral dinners at Holy Cross where she was a devout 
member.

Memorials may be directed to Holy Cross School or 
donor’s choice. Condolences may be directed to wasmer-
funeralhome.com.
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QUALITY REPAIR WORK
SINCE 1948

1213 Meriden St., Mendota, IL

539-7010We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Lights at Mendota High School football field

Winner - Wilma Mende

Where is it…

in Mendota?
HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week. Prizes must be 
picked up at the Mendota 

Reporter Office.

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

We thank you for trusting us to look after who and 
what you love. Enjoy a memorable Thanksgiving with 
all that matters most to you and yours.  
Trust in Tomorrow.®
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Jeffrey L. Simpson
PAW PAW - Jeffrey L. Simpson, 59, of Paw Paw passed 

away suddenly on Nov. 16, 2021 at Central DuPage Hospital 
in Winfield. 

Cremation rites have been accorded. Celebration of Life 
visitation was from noon-2 p.m. on Nov. 21 at the Torman 
Funeral Home Paw Paw followed by a service from 2-2:30 
p.m. officiated by Rev. David Jungnickel at the funeral home. 
Wasmer Funeral Home was privileged to assist the family.

Jeff was born Dec. 8, 1961 to Roger E. and Geneva 
C.(Gibson) Simpson. 

Survivors include one brother, Jon (Carol) Simpson of 
Paw Paw; one sister, Trudy (Larry) McCarty of LaMoille; 
nieces and nephews, Jaclyn Simpson, Chris Simpson, Laura 
Simpson and Megan (Tim) Simpson; and great-nieces and 
nephews, Austin Wright, Summer McCarty, Tim Thompson, 
Blake Walters, Lola Thompson and Ryder Simpson. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and maternal and 
paternal grandparents.

Jeff was a National Honor Society member at Paw Paw 
High School, graduating in 1980. He worked as a farm hand 
for Boston Farms for 35 years. His passion was tractor pulling. 
He and his brother, Jon co-founded of Simpson Pulling and 
he belonged to Illinois State Pullers for 43 years. Jeff gave 
in death as he gave in life; he was an organ and tissue donor. 
His final act of kindness was to give the gift of life through 
organ and tissue donation. 

Memorials may be directed to the family. Condolences 
may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

which are not just important 
in 4-H but also in life. Plus, 
it is always fun to meet kids 
from other clubs, enjoy re-
freshments and win prizes. 
They hope to see all 4-H 
clubs across Bureau, La-

Salle and Marshall-Putnam 
counties represented at the 
training in December. 

Register online at https://
forms.gle/1iZBYmgudm-
J4EaWh9 by Dec. 1. Masks 
are required at the training 
and social distancing will be 
practiced.

‘Back Home for the Holidays’ 
Holiday Revue at Stage 212

LA SALLE - There’s no 
place like home for the holi-
days and Stage 212 is thrilled 
to be back. “Back Home for 
the Holidays: A Stage 212 
Holiday Revue” will bring 
many Stage 212 alums to the 
stage for a celebration of holi-
day spirit, where the audience 
can expect to hear dozens of 
the season’s favorites.

 Featured in the cast are 
Abby Bertrand, Ashley 
Hurst, Becky Christopher-
son, Bob Philip, Christin 
Mitchell, Doug Bartelt, Jake 
Jakielski, Jennifer Walk, Joel 
Stevenor, Joey Santos, Kevin 
Alleman, Macy Anderson, 
Megan Cullinan, Nora Mai-
er, Reid Tomasson, Sydnee 
Wright, Tony Christopherson 
and Nick Hancock.

Production staff includes 
directors Abby Bertrand and 
Christin Mitchell, music 

director Megan Cullinan, 
producer Zoe Peshel, produc-
tion assistant Sydnee Wright, 
stage manager Perla Escatel, 
assistant stage manager Ella 
Johns, sound coordinator/
operator Andrew Paden, 
lighting coordinator/operator 
Yvette Lucas and spotlight 
operators Max Wertz and 
Zoe Piano.

Shows will be Dec. 10-12 
at Stage 212, 700 First St., 
LaSalle. Friday-Saturday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m., Satur-
day-Sunday matinees 2 p.m. 
Tickets may be purchased at 
the box office Monday 4-6 
p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-noon; 
call (815) 224-3025 during 
those hours; or online by at 
stage212.org. 

Masks will be required 
indoors for all performances 
and IDPH guidelines will be 
followed by Stage 212. 
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LOCAL AND AREA

LA SALLE COUNTY, IL  

LAND AUCTION

SENECA FOODS CORPORATION 
TIM NELSON, SENIOR VP OF OPERATIONS  

REPRESENTING ATTORNEY: MICHAEL S. GUILFOYLE 
GUILFOYLE & STEVENSON LLP 

1316 MERIDEN STREET | MENDOTA, IL 61342 | (815) 539-6711

Virtual Live Online Auction – Bid @ www.SullivanAuctioneers.com

SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS, LLC • TOLL FREE (844) 847-2161 
www.SullivanAuctioneers.com • IL Lic. #444000107

AUCTION MANAGER: KEVIN HAAS (309) 264-7767

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 @ 10:00 A.M.

308.78± 
ACRES 

2 Tracts

The Seneca Foods Corporation real estate is located approximately 2 miles northeast 
of Mendota, IL, and is further described as being in part of Sections 26 & 27, T36N-
R1E, Mendota Township, LaSalle County, IL.  
The land contains a total of 308.78 acres (subject to survey), and will be sold in 2-
parcels. Both tracts represent mostly tillable, NHEL, Class A farmland. Farmers and 
investors, be sure to check out these ideally located, highly productive tracts which 
also offer development potential.

is located on the southern 
silo at the Northern Partners 
Cooperative.

NCI ARTworks plans to 
curate 15 works of art in the 
first phase of the Silo Path-
ways Countryside Public 
Art Tour. NCI ARTworks is 
a regional arts organization 
dedicated to supporting and 
expanding the arts commu-
nity through artistic collabo-
ration, educational outreach 
and art space development 
in the 2,000-square mile 
area of LaSalle, Bureau and 
Putnam counties, and five 
contiguous counties (approx-
imately 150,000 residents). 
NCI ARTworks is a 501(c) 
(3) non-profit in Illinois and 
recognized by the IRS.

For more information, 
visit www.nciartworks.com

Anyone wishing to do-
nate to the project may 
contact Gabe or Michelle 
Wade at 815-539-3828 or 
815-343-3615. Donors may 
also contact Chris Coughlin, 
chair, Silo Pathways Legacy 
Project through NCI ART-
works, at 815-228-1253 or 
ccoughlin@nciartworks.
com

75 percent to 100 percent of 
income tax withheld for cre-
ating new jobs or 25 percent 
to 50 percent for retained 
employees, depending on 
factors such as company 
location and number of em-
ployees hired. A 10 percent 
credit for training expenses 
would also be available. 

Tax credits for construc-
tion wages and building 
materials are also included 
in the bill. 

The added incentives 
complement Illinois’ other 
advantages when it comes to 
manufacturing, Pritzker said, 
but they are needed to make 
Illinois competitive with 
other states from a financial 
perspective. 

Bill sponsor state Sen. 
Steve Stadelman, D-Rock-
ford, said that’s particularly 
true in Belvidere near his 
district, where the Stellantis 
manufacturing company, 
which produces Jeeps at 
the location, is reportedly 
considering retooling its fa-
cility to manufacture electric 
vehicles. 

The state has also been 
looking to lure a joint bat-
tery manufacturing venture 
announced by Stellantis and 
tech giant Samsung. 

“I don’t think Stellantis 
would have conversations 
with the governor and the 
governor’s staff and law-
makers if they weren’t se-
rious about considering the 
retooling of this plant here 
locally,” Stadelman said. 
“They would not be in con-
versations if they would not 
be considering Belvidere to 
invest in this area. So that’s 
why I think this package is 
so important.”

The other advantages to 
choosing Illinois, according 
to Pritzker, are a central-
ized location in the U.S., 
strong infrastructure, the sec-
ond-largest crop of computer 
science engineer graduates in 
the nation and a pair of major 
national laboratories.

Those assets helped lure 
the electric vehicle manufac-
turer Rivian Automotive to a 
closed Mitsubishi plant in the 
Bloomington-Normal area 
in 2017. Its vice president 
of public policy, Jim Chen, 
said the bill will be a major 
support for the company 
that already employs more 
than 3,000 Illinoisans in its 
3.5 million square feet of 
manufacturing space. 

“Today’s bill signing 
represents the next step in 
promoting Illinois as the 
Silicon Valley of EVs, as we 
work together to attract new 
investment from suppliers 
and other supporting players 
in this industry,” he said. 

For Pritzker, the bill 
represents an opportunity to 
fulfill carbon reduction goals 
while bringing much needed 
economic opportunity to the 
state. 

“The Reimagining Elec-
tric Vehicles Act is about 
acknowledging that there 
doesn’t need to be a trade-off 
between a cleaner environ-
ment and more jobs,” Pritz-
ker said. “We can do both. 
And today we take a giant 
leap forward in that quest.”

Republicans were broadly 
supportive of the tax incen-
tives package. But during 
floor debate, they peppered 
the bill’s Democratic spon-
sors with questions as to 
why the governor froze 
a similar tax incentives 
package known as the Blue 
Collar Jobs Act as part of 
his budget proposal for the 
current year, grouping it with 
other policies he referred to 
as “corporate tax loopholes.”

Rep. Dan Brady, a Bloom-
ington Republican who rep-
resents the area where Rivian 
is located, emphasized the 
importance of the bill’s fo-
cus on the manufacturing of 
EV parts, not just complete 
vehicles. 

“This incentive plan tar-
gets companies who will 
supply our existing man-
ufacturers,” he said. “This 
proposal will help make 

Illinois more competitive to 
attract companies who will 
not only be here to supply, 
but provide jobs – sorely 
needed jobs.”

The measure also has 
support from the state’s man-
ufacturing industry. Mark 
Denzler, CEO and president 
of the Illinois Manufacturers’ 
Association, a trade group 
representing the industry, 
said the bill will allow Illinois 
to “keep and grow good-pay-
ing manufacturing jobs in 
an exciting and flourishing 
industry.”

“This law builds on our 
state’s proud history of auto 
manufacturing and positions 
Illinois to become a national 
leader in electric vehicle and 
battery production,” he said 
in a statement. 

Pritzker’s administration 
has been working to sell the 
idea of Illinois as an EV hub 
on the global stage. 

He and top staff traveled 
to London then Glasgow, 
Scotland, in early Novem-
ber to meet with business 
leaders and attend the United 
Nations Climate Change 
Conference. House Speaker 
Emanuel “Chris” Welch 
and Senate President Don 
Harmon joined Pritzker on 
the London wing of the trip. 

Deputy Gov. Christian 
Mitchell said in a phone call 
with Capitol News Illinois the 
Illinois delegation met with an 
estimated 40 business leaders, 
and plans to follow up aggres-
sively in the coming weeks 
in an effort to bring company 
representatives to the state. 

“There’s a lot of interest 
in Illinois, as a place to really 
invest in green technology, as 
having hung up the welcome 
sign to say that we’re open 
for business,” he said.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Illinois Farm Bureau 
members participated as 
shoppers for the survey. In 
Illinois, prices are slightly 
higher than the national 
average, with the cost of a 
Thanksgiving feast for 10 
coming in at $58.15, a $4.84 
or 8% increase from the 
national average.

“As the element of infla-
tion comes into play, con-
sumers can still rest assured 
that there are bargains to be 
found in their local grocery 
stores,” Illinois Farm Bureau 
President Richard Guebert 
Jr. said. “The food supply is 
strong, steady and plentiful 
as Illinois farmers work tire-
lessly year-round to produce 
affordable products.”

The shopping list for 
Farm Bureau’s informal sur-
vey includes turkey, stuffing, 
sweet potatoes, rolls with 
butter, peas, cranberries, a 
veggie tray, pumpkin pie 
with whipped cream, and cof-
fee and milk, all in quantities 
sufficient to serve a family of 
10 with plenty for leftovers.

In recognition of chang-
es in Thanksgiving dinner 
traditions, the Farm Bureau 
price survey also includes 
ham, Russet potatoes and 
frozen green beans in an 
expanded holiday menu. 
Adding these foods to the 
classic Thanksgiving menu 
increased the overall cost 
by $15.41, to $68.72. This 
updated basket of foods also 
increased in price (up 14%) 
compared to 2020.

Grocers have a large im-
pact on food prices, which 
vary by region. Yet despite 
fluctuating costs for con-
sumers, the farmer’s share 
of the food dollar remains a 
steady 8%.

“Farmers have produced 
the food, but the food supply 
chain has faced its share of 
challenges within the past 
couple years, and it is always 
adjusting to the needs of U.S. 
consumers,” Guebert said. 
“It’s important to remember 
that it takes a lot of hands 
and a lot of miles to bring 
the traditional Thanksgiving 
spread from the farm to the 
grocery store.”

This year’s national av-
erage cost was calculated 
using 218 surveys completed 
with pricing data from all 50 
states and Puerto Rico. Farm 
Bureau volunteer shoppers 
checked prices in person and 
online using grocery store 
apps and websites. They 
looked for the best possible 
prices without taking advan-
tage of special promotional 
coupons or purchase deals.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Depot
Continued from Page A1

Dinner
Continued from Page A1

Law
Continued from Page A1

OGLESBY – An Illinois Valley Com-
munity College nursing admission infor-
mation session will be held from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 1 via Zoom.

Sponsored by the nursing department, 
counseling center and admissions and 
records, the session will cover admission 
requirements and courses students should 

take before applying to either the associate 
degree (RN) or Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) programs.

Students should register for the session 
through the web form at https://www.ivcc.
edu/admissions/nursingadmissions.php. 
Zoom information will then be shared 
with the student.

IVCC plans nursing info session for Dec. 1

OGLESBY – Program 
co-coordinators Willard 
Mott and Caitlinn Hub-
bell along with current 
IVCC Ag students Made-
line-Rose Mudge and Mat-
thew Rich of LaSalle, 
Taylor Irvin of Streator and 
Aaron Schmidt of Mendota 
discussed opportunities 
within the ag program, 
potential careers in ag and 
more during the Ag Open 
House on Oct. 15.

Representatives from 
University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign, Illinois State 
University, Southern Illinois 
University and Western Illi-

nois University gave general 
overviews of their respective 
ag programs and participants 
had an opportunity to talk 
with them one-on-one. 

Current ag students guid-
ed tours of the campus and 
Mott and Hubbell answered 
questions. 

“We’re pleased with the 
turnout and were happy to 
welcome these students to 
campus,” said Mott.

Hubbell added, “It was 
good to see them make con-
nections not only with us, but 
with transfer universities to 
help them decide their future 
educational path.”

Daryle Wragge, standing, University of Illinois Exten-
sion agriculture program coordinator, talks about the 
quality of IVCC’s ag program and how successful the 
Extension’s partnership with IVCC has been. IVCC ag 
program co-coordinator and instructor Willard Mott is 
at the podium. Over 35 participants from Earlville High 
School, Marquette Academy and Princeton High School 
attended Illinois Valley Community College Ag’s Open 
House Friday, Oct. 15. (Photo contributed)

Ag Open House gives
opportunities available
in IVCC’s ag program

Animals-Pet Waste Ordinance
• The purpose of this section is to establish requirements 

for the proper disposal of pet solid waste in the City of Men-
dota so as to protect public health, safety and welfare, and 
to prescribe penalties for failure to comply.

• Requirement for disposal. All pet owners and keepers are 
required to immediately and properly dispose of their pet’s 
solid waste deposited on any property, public or private, not 
owned or possessed by that person.

• Exemptions. Any owner or keeper who requires the use 
of a disability assistance animal shall be exempt from the 
provisions of this section while such animal is being used 
for that purpose.

• Violations and penalties. Any person(s) who is found to 
have violated the provisions of this section shall be subject 
to a fine of no less than $25 and no more than $75.

City Ordinance
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By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – Just when it looked like things 

couldn’t get any worse for Democrats in rural areas, 
Virginia voters proved them wrong.

This month, the Republican gubernatorial candidate 
captured more than 70 percent of the vote in 45 rural 
Virginia counties, compared to just four counties any 
of the GOP’s candidates carried by at least that margin 
in 2008. 

But this isn’t just a Virginia story – it’s one playing 
out in Illinois and just about any other state, said Robin 
Johnson, a Monmouth-Ill.-based political consultant 
who advises Democrats on how to appeal to rural voters.

In Illinois and elsewhere, Democrats are focusing 
their energy on vote-rich cities and increasingly ignoring 
white, rural communities, he said.

“During the last four years, for a lot of Midwest 
Democrats at the state legislative level, they’ve had to 
go campaign and not use their party label because the 
brand is so toxic,” Johnson said. “They feel they’ve got 
a chance with these rural voters, if they can get to them 
before they ask what party they’re in. The Democratic 
Party has just not invested enough effort in rural areas 
and a lot of their actions come off as being elitist and 
condescending to rural voters.”

Years ago, I watched some volunteers from east and 
west coast universities working on an Illinois congres-
sional campaign ridicule working-class Democrats as 
they left a rally at the Illinois State Fair. Their work 
boots, trucker caps and overalls didn’t fit with their 
image of the party.

When I covered the Illinois General Assembly full 
time, Chicago Democrats would derisively refer to the 
late state Rep. Joel Brunsvold, a Democrat from the 
Quad-Cities, as “Guns-vold” because he supported 
gun-owner rights. The idea of a fellow Democrat having 
a differing view of gun control was an anathema to them. 

Or there was former Sen. Gary Forby, a Democrat 
from deep southern Illinois. He dug septic tanks for a 
living. His voice was pure working-class and his com-
mitment to the party was every bit as real as that of his 
Chicago counterparts – who ridiculed his accent every 
time he rose to speak on a bill.

Former Gov. Jim Edgar, a Republican, told me he 
sees parallels between how some Democrats view rural 
voters and how some Republicans view Black voters.  

Party insiders often want campaigns to focus on 
getting out votes from their base rather than putting 
additional resources toward persuading voters in 
communities where they have not been as popular, he 
said. Edgar said he disagreed with this view and cam-
paigned extensively in Chicago’s African American 
neighborhoods. 

“Democrats apparently need to go back to the drawing 
board when it comes to rural America. And it’s not just 
Virginia you saw in this last election, in about every state, 
Donald Trump did very well in rural areas,” he said.

U.S. Rep. Cheri Bustos, D-Moline, is one of the few 
Democrats in Congress representing a district carried 
twice by Trump. So, what’s her secret?

“I don’t think it is a magic formula. It’s showing up. 
It’s using your two ears and one mouth proportionately,” 
she told me.

I’ve been friends with Bustos for more than 30 
years. We spent a decade together as reporters for the 
Quad-City Times. 

When we spoke earlier this month, she added, “Scott, 
you know Tractor Supply, but you probably don’t know 
Trader Joes very well because (rural areas) don’t have 
any Trader Joes. We need to go into Tractor Supply 
and listen to folks rather than Democrats just going 
into Trader Joes.”

That’s the sort of retail politics that is effective 
whether someone represents an urban or rural area. 
This growing alienation between the Democratic Party 
and small-town residents should be of concern to all 
voters living outside of metropolitan areas, no matter 
our political affiliation.

Why? Well, for starters, neither party has all the 
answers and it’s only through collaboration that we can 
move forward. Also, when a block of voters identifies 
too strongly with one political party, expect it to be taken 
for granted by one and ignored by the other.

I’d much rather have candidates competing for our 
votes. After all, all voters are worthy of having their 
concerns heard and responded to.

I’m a product of rural Illinois. I grew up on a hog 
farm south of Galesburg. Our neighbors and friends 
were Republicans and Democrats. But most everyone 
we knew – no matter which party they identified with 
– was centerist. 

I don’t believe that rural voters’ views on core issues 
have changed that much over the last several decades. 
But the political parties have changed with fewer and 
fewer moderates holding office. 

Bustos, who is leaving Congress at the end of this 
term, suggested the best way for her party to win back 
its appeal with rural voters is straightforward: “We need 
to listen and take what we learn back to Washington, 
D.C., do something with it and get results.” 

It’s hard to argue with that. After all, isn’t that how 
democracy is supposed to work?

(Scott Reeder, a staff writer at Illinois Times, can be 
reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.)

Listen and learn

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Nov. 25, 1998.)
By Jessica Nashold

Ten years ago, the Graves Public 
Library District Board entered a request 
with the Mendota Public Properties 
Commission for land on the old Illinois 
Central right-of-way, north of Meriden 
Street. A new library with adequate 
parking would require 17,900 square 
feet. The old library was taking up 3,900 
square feet.

Initially, Bill Widmer expressed 
opposition to any building on the 
right-of-way. He argued that with the 
Lake Mendota park “covered with ball 
diamonds” and Blackstone Park “80 
percent blacktopped,” Mendota should 
save the Illinois Central right-of-way as 
a “green area.” He later withdrew his 
objection to possible use as a library site, 
but remained opposed to any business 
or low-cost housing construction north 
of a library.

If the property were to be sold to 
the library district for $1, it would be 
stipulated that construction of a library 
must begin “no later than two years or 
within a reasonable time” after the sale. 
Some weight was given to a suggestion 
that the library grounds might include 
a small park as well as parking space.

***
The Lutheran Home Corporation 

presented a proposal to the council for a 
25-building, 70-unit senior citizen inde-
pendent living complex at the northwest 
corner of Brownie Lane and Meriden 
Street. The proposal was the result of 
a three-year study, but when questions 
were raised, particularly with regard to 
how taxes would be handled, some felt 
information was not sufficient to either 
recommend or deny the request. In the 
end, the proposal passed “with many 
contingencies attached.”

***
Super 8 Motel at the northwest 

corner of U.S. I-39 and U.S. Route 34 
was preparing to open Dec. 4, 1988. 
Temporary arrangements were being 
made to supply electric service to the 
well at a cost of $1,500. Manager Dipak 
Patel was attending to finishing touches 
on the rooms in late November.

***
Illinois Governor James Thompson 

cleared the way for return of casino night 
fundraisers for non-profit organizations 
on Nov. 17, 1988. He deleted a clause 
in the 1986 bill, which had allowed 
the legalization of games for charity 

to expire on Sept. 1. The games were 
once more legal.

Sponsoring organizations must 
be designated as not-for-profit 
by the Illinois Revenue Service.
They had to obtain annual licenses 

for events and companies supplying 
casino equipment needed to obtain 
licenses as well.

***
Herb Goslin proposed that a yogurt/

soda fountain/health mart be construct-
ed at the southwest corner of Route 251 
and Meriden Street. Goslin would then 
move his drug store to that location, as 
he was unable to expand in downtown 
Mendota.

When reservations were expressed 
about approving the departure of a 
downtown business to the outskirts, 
Chamber director Shirlean Hackman 
was reassuring – 

Goslin owns the building and 
will try hard to put a business 
in there.

***
The Nov. 23, 1988 issue of The 

Mendota Reporter carried a list of 65 
fines levied for speeding and other traffic 
violations. It is not indicated what period 
of time was covered on the list.

A majority of fines were $50, 
three were $70 and one was $100.

***
Ten years ago in his “Bear Watch-88,” 

John Billhorn recorded a Bear win of 
27-15 over Tampa Bay on Nov. 20, in 
87-degree heat. Jim McMahon was re-
covering from a sprained knee and had 
been replaced by Mike Tomczak, whose 
record was 14-2 as a starter, “best in the 
league.” A week later, the Bears surprised 
Green Bay with a decisive 16-0 win, but 
in this game Tomczak suffered a sepa-
rated shoulder. McMahon with his knee 
problem was still uncertain and it was 
speculated quarterback Jim Harbaugh, 
who had not yet started a game, might 
have that opportunity.

Coach Mike Ditka was in “cardiac 
rehabilitation” at this time and when 
asked for a prediction, he kept it brief –

If we’re good enough, we’ll win. 
If we’re not good enough, we 
won’t win.

***
The National Bank of Triumph 

announced it would have a new name 
beginning Dec. 1, 1988, when it would 
become the Union Bank, Triumph. It 
would be managed by the same people 
and account numbers would remain the 
same. It would be part of First Union 
Bancorporation with units in Streator 
and Sandwich as well as Triumph.

***
Erbes Clothing, after 85 years in busi-

ness at its Washington Street location, 
announced a liquidation sale, which 
would begin at 9 a.m. Nov 28, 1988.

The sale will end when every-
thing is sold.
Stock was offered at half price or less, 

a welcome opportunity for Christmas 
shoppers.

***
Sam’s Steak House opened a new 

dining room east of the main dining 
room. It would accommodate club 
meetings, reunions and other special 
gatherings.

***
The Mendota Civic Center Youth 

Board of 16 members reported that the 
addition of a pool table at The Mission 
had been voted down for lack of space. 
Teen dances at the Civic Center had 
been rated “a huge success.” The board 
expressed appreciation of suggestions 
received from other students, but – 

We do not appreciate being 
unfavorably criticized and mis-
quoted.

***
Black Brothers hosted a “networking 

luncheon” at the Civic Center on Nov. 
30, 1988, to target training needs in the 
business community. A representative 
of MIMA Management Association led 
the presentation. MIMA offered training 
in skills essential to successful business 
operations.

***
A Flexible Manufacturing System 

was planned for Illinois Valley Com-
munity College, to train students and 
to provide services to area industries. 
A factory would test parts or “trouble 
shoot” problems without stopping pro-
duction. A $250,000 gift of equipment 
from IBM was anticipated.

***
A feature on Mendota Monument 

Co., operated by a third generation of the 
Schmitt family, stressed the importance 
of accuracy in stone carving.

If we make a mistake, we start 
over. There’s no erasing stone.

Early move toward new library – 1988
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
Joe Biden was never exactly a colossus bestriding the 

Earth, but he’s been getting smaller by the day.
A Washington Post poll over the weekend suggested that 

his presidency is, for now, a smoking political crater. It had 
him at a 41% approval rating, despite the passage of his 
long-sought infrastructure bill that was supposed to buoy 
him and his party.

Even more striking, the survey found that Republicans 
lead Democrats on the generic congressional ballot by 10 
points, 51% to 41%, an unprecedentedly strong showing for 
the GOP that forecasts an earthquake, tsunami, and maybe 
a few more natural disasters for Democrats come next fall.

And who can be surprised? Biden is stumbling, out of 
touch, and weak. Two of his major initiatives, at the border and 
in Afghanistan, created completely avoidable catastrophes. 
He has given no sense of being in control of events or even 
his own party. He is an accidental president who is running 
smack into his own inadequacies and absurd pretensions.

No one in Washington over the last four decades ever said 
that Joe Biden was just the man with the foresight, wisdom 
and deft political touch to lead the free world.

No, he was an average senatorial bloviator whose first two 
presidential campaigns flamed out in embarrassing fashion, 
before he hit the jackpot when Barack Obama chose him as 
his running mate in 2008.

Showing the advantage of hanging around for a very long 
time, Biden won both the 2020 Democratic nomination and 
the presidency by default. In the primaries, the former vice 
president looked good in comparison to Bernie Sanders, and 
he ran in the general on not being Donald Trump.

Now, Biden is allied with Bernie Sanders, who helped write 
the first version of his Build Back Better plan, and Donald 

Trump no longer looms as large as Biden’s foil.
The best case for Biden’s presidency was that he could be 

a kind of consensus caretaker -- restoring a sense of normality 
and maintaining a low profile while riding in the slipstream of 
improving economic conditions and a diminishing pandemic.

Instead, he’s been carried along by the left-wing tide of 
his party and repeatedly engaged in unconstitutional execu-
tive overreach. On top of it all, he’s brought his own brand 
of incompetence, exemplified by the botched pull-out from 
Afghanistan.

His foremost mistake was overestimating an attenuated 
electoral mandate for pedestrian governance as a permission 
slip for passing nearly the entirety of the progressive agenda 
in the space of less than a year.

Not only has there been sticker shock over the price tag of 
the Biden agenda, but it has little connection to things people 
truly care about. The infrastructure bill polls well, but no one 
goes about their daily lives worried about the alleged crisis 
of crumbling bridges and tunnels.

Meanwhile, the Build Back Better bill started as a $3.5 
trillion grab bag of everything that progressives want but 
couldn’t get in the infrastructure bill. Passing as much 
spending as you possibly can before you lose Congress a 
year from now, which is essentially the rationale behind 
Build Back Better, is not a compelling reason for a historic 
spate of federal spending.

Only now is the White House trying to argue that the 
infrastructure bill and Build Back Better will address real 
public concerns, namely the supply chain disruptions and 
the inflation that is outpacing wage growth. This is clearly a 
tendentious, after-the-fact argument.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Joe Biden’s incredible shrinking presidency
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

~ New Y App & Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult Activities

~ FREE Group Exercise Classes

~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates

~ Young Adult Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

Auto Body Specialists

Ranch Truck Toppers

Weather Tech dealer

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru
224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

706 W
ashington St. 

M
endota 

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

Chris Holdenrid
VP, M

ortgage Lending
NM

LS#461073

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NM
LS#477895

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$700
Double It For

$1300

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA 
BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 

1/2 Off

Garden 
Center & 
Custom 

Landscape 
Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 

(815)538-4800
Mon-Fri: 8-5 

Sat: 9-4 
Sun: 11-3

STEPHENITCH

HARDWARE
Your hometown 
Hardware Store 

since 1893!

Owners Gene & John 
Stephenitch have a 
combined 96 years 

in the hardware 
business.

1200 13th Ave., 
Mendota

815-539-9394

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub Trimming

• Fully insured •

815-503-9273

Snow Removal 
Driveways Only  — Commercial & Residential

10182021

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

CIF Factory Surplus in Peru 
is retiring!! 

We are selling our remaining 
mattresses and our building is for sale 
or lease. Step into a 35 year turn key 

business, the owner is 
willing to finance! 

Stop in at 427 5th Street 
(across from the Westclox building) 

and see Bill or 
call at 815-223-2202

ALL-SIZE STORAGE, LLC
618 W. Walnut, Compton, IL

Rental Spaces for:
• Cars
• RV’s
• Household
• U-Name-It

Call Matt for prices and 
stall sizes

815-440-8366

MENDOTA – The city of Mendota incinerator (burn 
pit) is scheduled to close for the season on Nov. 29.

Incinerator (burn pit) hours for the city of Mendota 
are as follows:

• Monday – 3 to 6 p.m.
• Tuesday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Thursday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Friday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Saturday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The incinerator is located south of Mendota near the 

sewage treatment plant.

MENDOTA – During winter 
weather conditions, the Mendota 
Police Department reminds residents 
to obey the following ordinances:

• Ordinance 41.38 – Parking After 
Snowfall

It shall be unlawful to park any 
vehicle on any public street in the 
city at any time after a snowfall of 
two inches or more has occurred, 
unless the snow has ceased and has 
been plowed off or otherwise removed 
from the street.

Any person, firm, partnership, 

corporation or association found vio-
lating the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be subject to a fine of $25 for 
each violation of this ordinance and 
may be subject to towing said vehicle 
away. The cost of said towing shall be 
the obligation and expense of those 
violating this Section.

• Ordinance 6.21 – Depositing 
Snow in Streets

No person within the city shall 
remove any snow from his private 
property or from offstreet parking 
lots or right of way parking into 

any of the city streets or alleys. This 
Section does not apply to removal of 
snow from sidewalks. This Section 
is specifically directed to, but not 
limited to gasoline stations, medi-
cal and dental clinics, or any other 
business or corporation which has 
private parking on the property or 
in those areas where the berm of the 
city has been dedicated or given over 
for parking facilities.

The above ordinances are in place 
to assist the city of Mendota with snow 
removal from the city streets.

Burn pit to close
for season Nov. 29

Winter weather ordinances for the city of Mendota
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265

firststatebank.biz

ACCOUNTANTS
Echols & Associates P.C.
817 Illinois Ave.
815-539-5666 
www.echols-cpa.com

ANTIQUES
D&D Antiques
708 Illinois Ave.
815-440-5056

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290 • Fax 815-538-7032  
bakerscomputerservices@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations - Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

Westside Family Dentistry
Keri Sundberg, D.D.S. • Kristen Beversdorf, D.M.D.
709 Plaza Drive • 815-539-7004

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550 

Jurassic Bark Mobile Grooming
815-200-3326

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
Echols & Associates P.C.
817 Illinois Ave.
815-539-5666
www.echols-cpa.com

H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-
0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

HollywoodCelebrity Extra

Couch Theater

By Dana Jackson
Q: What is the TV show 

from a few decades ago that 
had supernatural elements and 
was set in a 
small South-
ern town? It 
only lasted 
one season. 
I feel like it 
would do re-
ally well if it 
had come out 
today instead. -- C.W.

A: My first guess would 
have been “Midnight, Tex-
as,” but that premiered on 
NBC in 2017. It starred Fran-
cois Arnaud (“The Moodys”) 
and was based on a series of 
books by Charlaine Harris of 
“True Blood” fame. Howev-
er, back in 1995, there was 
a show called “American 
Gothic” that better fits your 
timeline. It starred Gary 
Cole as a demonic sheriff 
of a small South Carolina 
town and Sarah Paulson as 
a ghost. Lucas Black played 
her younger brother.

The series was created 
by Shaun Cassidy (yes, that 
Shaun Cassidy of the “Hardy 
Boys”) and was a hit with 
critics, but it was canceled 
by NBC after just one sea-
son. Incidentally, Cassidy 
has gone on to be quite a 
successful producer, having 
consulted on the current 

Gary Cole

hit medical drama “New 
Amsterdam” as well as the 
long-running police drama 
“Blue Bloods.” 

“American Gothic” was 
Paulson’s first major tele-
vision role, but she’s now 
known for being producer 
Ryan Murphy’s muse in his 
“American Horror Story” 
and “American Crime Story” 
franchises. Cole, who recent-
ly joined the cast of “NCIS,” 
taking over for the legendary 
Gibbs (Mark Harmon), told 
Entertainment Weekly mag-
azine that Sheriff Buck is the 
role he’d most like to revisit. 

***
Q: When is “This Is Us” 

coming back with new epi-
sodes? I heard this will be 
its last season. Say it isn’t 
so! -- R.B.

A: “This is Us,” the show 
everyone loves to cry to, 
returns for its final episodes 
beginning Jan. 4. It gets a 
head start before the 2022 
Winter Olympics airs on 
NBC in February. The last 
new episode of “This Is Us” 
was in May, where it jumped 
four years ahead with a 
shocking wedding.

Season six will consist of 
18 episodes. According to 
the Hollywood Reporter, the 
show’s creator, Dan Fogel-
man, has promised that there 
will be “no looming ques-

tions when we get through 
the end of next season. 
Everything will be resolved.” 

Justin Hartley, who plays 
Kevin on “This Is Us,” has 
already landed a pilot for 
a new series, “The Never 
Game” on CBS. It’s still in 
development, but it’s based 
on the novel of the same 
name by Jeffrey Deaver, so 
it looks promising.

***
Q: I was so sad to see the 

character of Dean written 
out of “Station 19” recently. 
Why would they get rid of 
him? -- D.C.

A: According to Deadline, 
Okieriete “Oak” Onaodowan 
approached producers about 
leaving the show as Dean 
Miller at the end of season 
four, but the parting was 
amicable. He simply wants 
to stretch his wings after 
five years of playing a fire-
fighter on the Seattle-based 
drama. Prior to “Station 19,” 
Onaodowan played the dual 
roles of James Madison and 
Hercules Mulligan in the 
Broadway hit “Hamilton.”

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

• Trivia Test •Strange
But True

1. LITERATURE: Which au-
thor coined the phrase “green-eyed 
monster”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: How many 
countries have nations within their 
borders?

3. ACRONYMS: What does 
RPM stand for?

4. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the 
fear represented in the condition 
called “nomophobia”?

5. TELEVISION: What is 
the address of the home on “The 
Munsters” (1964-66)?

6. MATH: How many combi-
nations of U.S. coins would add 
up to $1?

7. MUSIC: What was the wom-
an’s name in the Lynyrd Skynyrd 
song “Gimme Three Steps”?

8. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many ounces are in 3/4 of a cup?

9. MOVIES: Which 1959 

movie had the subtitle “A Tale of 
the Christ”?

10. AD SLOGANS: Which 
company had the advertising slo-
gan, “Let’s go places”?

Answers
1. William Shakespeare
2. Two countries: The Vatican in 

Italy, San Marino also in Italy and 
Lesotho in South Africa

3. Revolutions per minute
4. A fear of being without your 

mobile phone
5. 1313 Mockingbird Lane
6. 293
7. Linda Lu
8. Six
9. “Ben-Hur”
10. Toyota

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* After the battle of Wa-

terloo in 1815, scavengers 
removed the teeth from tens 
of thousands of dead soldiers 
for use in dentures. The so-
called Waterloo teeth were 
in such demand because they 
came from relatively healthy 
young men.

* In 2003, there were 
86 days of below-freezing 
weather in Hell, Michigan.

* The U.S. Navy sustain-
ably manages over 50,000 
acres of forest in Indiana with 
white oak trees more than a 
century old, to replace like 
for like on the 220-year-old 
wooden frigate USS Con-
stitution.

* Heavy metal band Black 
Sabbath’s original name was 
The Polka Tulk Blues Band, 
after the brand name of a 
talcum powder used by Ozzy 
Osbourne’s mother.

*  Jellyfish are considered 
biologically immortal. They 
don’t age and will never die 
unless they are killed.

* The party game of 
Twister was originally called 
Pretzel, but Milton Bradley 
changed the name in 1965 
due to trademark issues.

* Hippopotomonstroses-
quippedaliophobia is the fear 
of long words and is thought 
to develop from the fear of 
pronouncing long words 
incorrectly. (Hey, we get it 
-- we tried.)

* The opposite sides of 
dice always add up to seven.

* “Deaf flights” were 
prescribed by doctors to cure 
hearing loss in the 1920s and 
‘30s. Stunt pilots would take 
unsuspecting passengers up 
in planes and terrify them 
with loops, barrel rolls and 
dives.

* J.R.R. Tolkien was 
nominated by fellow author 
C.S. Lewis for the 1961 
Nobel Prize in Literature, 
but was overlooked because 
the jury said the quality of 
his storytelling wasn’t good.

* Philadelphia cream 
cheese was actually created 
in New York.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

By Tony Rizzo
HOLLYWOOD -- Ryan 

Gosling began his career on 
“The Mickey Mouse Club,” 
but  we’d 
never have 
e x p e c t e d 
him to play 
“Ken” to the 
sexy Margot 
R o b b i e ’ s 
“Ba rb i e . ” 
Now that 
Disney owns 
Mattel, he’ll be back in the 
“club.” His last film, “First 
Man” (2018), barely broke 
even, but he’s since filmed 
Netflix’s most-costly film 
ever, the action thriller (with a 
$200 million price tag) “Gray 
Man,” co-starring Chris Ev-
ans, Ana De Armas and Billy 
Bob Thornton. Will Ken’s 
missing equipment be restored 
for the Disney movie, or will 
Barbie dump him again?

***
Margot Robbie is still 

one of the busiest actresses 
in films. She stars in the 
still-untitled David O. Rus-
sell film with a magnificent 
cast, including Christian 
Bale, Rami Malek, Robert 
De Niro, John David Wash-
ington, Zoe Saldana, Mike 

M. Robbie

Meyers, Michael Shannon 
and Chris Rock. She also 
toplines “Babylon,” as si-
lent-film legend Clara Bow, 
co-starring Brad Pitt, Toby 
Maguire and Jean Smart (due 
Christmas 2022), and she’s in 
the all-star ensemble of Wes 
Anderson’s latest, “Asteroid 
City,” with Tilda Swinton, 
Bill Murray, Adrien Brody, 
Tom Hanks, Scarlett Johans-
son, Bryan Cranston and 
Jeff Goldblum. Anderson’s 
recent release, “The French 
Dispatch” (made two years 
ago and pulled from the-
aters), got positive reviews 
from 74% of respondents on 
Rotten Tomatoes.

***
The current release of 

“Dune” was successful 
enough to get the green 
light to start pre-production 
on the sequel, “Dune: Part 
Two.” The original David 
Lynch “Dune” (1984) tried 
to tell the entire story in one 
film, but making it a huge 
two-part screen epic seems 
to have worked for this one. 
It grossed $41 million in its 
first weekend and pulled in 
nearly 2 million viewers on 
HBO Max at the same time.

***

Sure as shooting, the 
upcoming film “My Son 
Hunter” won’t be favorable 
to either President Joe Biden 
or his son Hunter. Robert 
Davi -- who acted in “Show-
girls” (1995) and “Predator 
2” (1990), to name two of his 
more than 100 films -- has 
cast John James (Jeff Colby 
on “Dynasty”) to play Pres-
ident Biden, while British 
actor Laurence Fox (son of 
James Fox) plays his son 
Hunter. The film purports to 
be about sex, power, drugs, 
money and alcohol, based 
on claims the anti-Biden 
media has been pushing since 
before the election.

They raised the money 
to make the film from a Go-
FundMe campaign, since it 
was unlikely any legitimate 
film studio or production 
company would make it. 
Even more suspicious is that 
they’re shooting the film in 
Serbia. Seems logical when 
you remember Serbia was up 
to its eyeballs in the non-ex-
istent scandal they were only 
too happy to perpetuate. Is 
this film destined to be R-rat-
ed for, uhh, political reasons?

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

“Cusp” -- “There is no 
normal in teenage years,” 
laments a 16-year-old girl 
in this Showtime Original 
documentary. It’s raw and 
honest look at the very real, 
very adult situations and 
decisions three small-town 
Texas teen girls face as they 
simply try to grow up at their 
own pace while surrounded 
by toxic masculinity. A Sun-
dance Film Festival award 
winner, “Cusp” is a timely 
film that addresses the dif-
ference in perceived versus 
actual maturity of young 
women, and the pressures, 
fears and consequences that 
result. (Premieres Nov. 26 on 
Showtime)

“Madagascar: A Little 
Wild Holiday Goose Chase” 
-- The DreamWorks-pro-
duced animated gang is 
back for some adventure and 
merriment in this TV holiday 
special. Led by Melman the 
giraffe, the animal friends 
set off on a mission to help 
their new goose friend, Hank, 
reunite with his family. But 
it’s New York City, where 
nothing is simple and there 

are lots of distractions. Will 
young Alex the lion, Marty 
the zebra and Gloria the 
hippo be able to find Hank’s 
worried flock in time for 
Christmas? (Premieres Nov. 
26 on Peacock)

“Love Hard” -- A better 
title might have been “How 
to Lose a Guy Who’s Just 
Not That Into Love, Actually, 
You Crazy Ex-Girlfriend,” 
because the creators basical-
ly took plotlines, dialogue, 
jokes and characters from 
previous movies and series, 
and strung them together 
like a strand of popcorn 
Christmas tree garland. 
Even the title is a rip-off. 
It’s a story of internet dating, 
catfishing, lying, posturing, 
jealousy and family, all with 
a wintry holiday theme. The 
characters are dreadfully 
self-unaware, and the movie 
is wholly predictable and for-
mulaic, and yet it hit Netflix’s 
No. 1 trending spot. I’m not 
saying don’t watch it, just 
don’t expect any originality. 
(Netflix)

“Ride the Eagle” -- Ever 
since “Brewster’s Millions,” I 

have loved movies involving 
inheritances-with-a-catch. 
We all dream of a windfall 
from a rich relative, but 
isn’t it more exciting when 
there’s a creative task to 
complete before receiving 
the handsome reward? Su-
san Sarandon’s character, 
Honey, believed this, so she 
videotaped her final farewell 
to her son, Leif (played by 
Jake Johnson, who also wrote 
the script). Honey bequeaths 
her mountain cabin to Leif, 
but there’s a catch. She re-
alized she hadn’t taught him 
enough important lessons 
while he was growing up, 
so she created some tasks 
and adventures intended 
to make up for that. While 
completing them, Leif meets 
Honey’s love-interest, Carl, 
played by J.K. Simmons, 
who expectedly throws in 
a few truth zingers about 
Honey. It’s a sweet, funny 
and only occasionally sad 
story, but in a heartwarming 
way. (Prime Video)

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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GRAIN -
L-P GAS - FUEL

Phone:
815-246-8461

CROP
PRODUCTION

Phone: 
815-246-8181

www.earlcoop.com

Phone: 815-433-0371 

421 N. Columbus Dr. 
Ottawa, IL 61350

www.lcfb.org

A Bounty of Best Wishes at Thanksgiving
May the coming holiday bring an abundance 

of good fortune to you and your family. 

2025 Sublette Road
Sublette

MICHAEL VAESSEN
Phone: 815-849-5223

Cell: 815-994-7543
www.sublette-mechanical.com

By KAY SHIPMAN
FarmWeek

Agriculture study remains 
fruitful as students return 
in person to the four state 
universities with agricultur-
al programs. With COVID 
mitigation guidelines in 
place, classroom space is at 
a premium on a couple of 
campuses.

This fall, agriculture pro-
grams continue within the 
same structures at Illinois 
State University, the Univer-
sity of Illinois and Western 
Illinois University. In Car-
bondale, agriculture is part 
of a restructured College of 
Agricultural, Life and Phys-
ical Sciences (CALPS) at 
Southern Illinois University.

Agriculture student en-
rollment held steady on 
Western Illinois Universi-
ty’s Macomb campus, said 
Andy Baker, the School of 
Agriculture director. Baker 
noted the freshman student 
enrollment grew to 74, but 
the school saw a decline in 
students transferring from 
community colleges or other 
institutions.

Campuswide, WIU main-
tained a stable enrollment 
of new students, including 
freshmen, transfer and grad-
uate students, of 2,346. The 
total enrollment of 7,455 is 
nearly level with fall 2020 
numbers.

“Our enrollment is stable, 
the kids are back in and I’m 
in. We’re having labs the way 
we want to have labs,” Baker 
said. “If the students have a 
chance to come in person, 
daily (class) attendance is 
up.”

In Normal, Illinois State 
University saw a slight 
decline in agriculture un-
dergraduate students and an 
increase in ag graduate stu-
dents, said Fanson Kidwaro, 
agriculture department chair.

In fact, ISU received a 
record number of applicants 
for agriculture graduate de-
grees. “We had 57 applicants 
(to grad school). We usually 
get 10 to 15,” Kidwaro said. 

College ag enrollments 
holding ground in Illinois

Seventeen were admitted to 
the grad program.

At ISU, the three ani-
mal-related programs in 
pre-veterinary, animal sci-
ence and animal industry 
continue to be strong, Kid-
waro said, and agriculture 
business enrollment remains 
steady.

Campuswide, ISU ex-
perienced a 2% decrease in 
fall enrollment compared 
to 2020. The decline was 
attributed to several factors, 
including travel difficulties 
for international students 
and COVID-related impacts.

At the U of I, the College 
of Agricultural, Consumer 
and Environmental Sciences 
(ACES) saw increased en-
rollment in several student 
categories. A total of 2,820, 
undergraduates enrolled 
compared to 2,778 last fall. 
ACES registered more fresh-
men, 510, up from 478; more 
transfer students, 170, up 
from 162; and more graduate 
students, 757, up from 743.

A record number of fresh-
men, 8,303, are on the Ur-
bana-Champaign campus, 
bringing total student enroll-
ment to 56,299, the most in 
university history.

“Faculty and staff in 
ACES just keep saying how 
wonderful it is to have our 
students back. The whole 
place feels different than the 
last 18 months in all the best 
ways,” said Anna Ball, ACES 
associate dean of academic 
programs. “We’ve partnered 
closely with campus to keep 
students as safe as possible so 

they can focus on learning, 
growing, and enjoying their 
college experience.”

In Carbondale, Southern 
Illinois University agricul-
ture programs saw a slight 
decrease overall with an 
undergraduate enrollment 
of 466 but an increase in 
graduate students with 87 en-
rolled. The ag program total 
enrollment is 553 students.

“We have some encour-
aging numbers this fall. 
Animal sciences and forestry 
numbers are particularly 
strong within our agricultural 
fields,” said Eric Brevik, 
CALPS dean. “It is won-
derful to be able to meet 
with prospective students in 
person again. Events like the 
Farm Progress Show really 
allow us to reach out and 
recruit.”

Overall, fall CALPS en-
rollment was not available. 
However, SIU Carbondale 
registered a 4.5% increase in 
freshmen, the largest in the 
past five years. Overall, the 
campus enrollment of 11,266 
is considered relatively flat 
with a 0.9% decline.

Each of the universities 
is addressing COVID mit-
igation guidelines on their 
respective campuses.

In Macomb and Normal, 
finding classrooms to accom-
modate students has been an 
added challenge given WIU 
and ISU requirements to 
space students apart, accord-
ing to Baker and Kidwaro.

“It was a big chess 
match,” Baker said of pro-
fessors seeking rooms across 
campus. One of the ag 
department’s classrooms 
that can seat 42 students 
is “heavily scheduled” by 
other programs, and an ag 
computer lab was converted 
into a classroom.

Kidwaro explained ISU 
ag professors and students 
are meeting in buildings 
not traditionally used by ag 
students. ISU’s system to 
track available classrooms 
that are large enough has 
helped, he said.

CHAMPAIGN — Ivan Dozier, State 
Conservationist, announced the application 
period for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Agri-
cultural Conservation Easement Program 
- Wetland Reserve Easements. (ACEP-
WRE). The purpose of the Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) program is to help 
landowners enhance and protect habitat for 
wetland wildlife on their lands, reduce im-
pacts from flooding, recharge groundwater, 
provide outdoor recreation, and increase 
habitat for migratory waterfowl. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) wants landowners 
and farmers to know that “The first appli-
cation cut-off date for fiscal year 2022 has 
been established,” Dozier explains. “We 
accept applications for Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) year round. Applica-
tions NRCS receives that meet program 
eligibility by Dec. 10, 2021 will be con-
sidered for funding in its 2022 program.”

According to Dozier, land eligible 
for WRE includes farmed or converted 
wetlands that have been previously 
altered for agricultural production that 
can be successfully and cost-effectively 
restored. NRCS prioritizes applications 
based on the easement’s potential for 
improving water quality and protecting 
and enhancing habitat for migratory birds 

and other wildlife. To enroll land through 
this program, NRCS enters into purchase 
agreements with eligible private landown-
ers and then they work together to develop 
and implement a wetland reserve plan to 
guide the restoration easement process. 
This plan restores, enhances, and protects 
the wetland’s functions and values.

Applications for ACEP-WRE are con-
tinuous and can be submitted at any time. 
For FY 2022, Illinois NRCS has received 
$3.8 million in funding and will make 
funding decisions for eligible applicant 
interested in ACEP-WRE.

NRCS provides technical and financial 
assistance directly to private landowners 
to restore, protect and enhance wetlands 
through the purchase of these easements, 
and eligible landowners can choose to 
enroll in either a permanent easement or a 
30-year easement. To apply for a wetland 
easement through ACEP - WRE, visit 
NRCS at your local USDA Service Center.  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, producers 
should call to set up appointments with 
local NRCS office staff. Visit www.nrcs.
usda.gov to learn more.  

Find more information about ACEP 
and other NRCS conservation programs 
in Illinois online at https://www.nrcs.usda.
gov/wps/portal/nrcs/il/programs/.

Sign up for Wetland Reserve Easements for 2022

CHAMPAIGN— State 
Conservationist, Ivan Dozier 
announced the submission 
deadline for Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP) 
applications to be considered 
for funding in fiscal year (FY) 
2022 is Jan. 7, 2022. USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) plans to 
invest up to $8.64 million for 
new CSP contracts in fiscal 
year 2022 in Illinois.

CSP is a financial assis-
tance conservation program 
which helps agricultural and 
forestland producers take the 
conservation activities on 
their farm to the next level. 

While applications are 
accepted throughout the year, 
interested producers should 
submit applications to their 
local NRCS office by Jan. 7, 
2022, to ensure their applica-

tions are considered for 2022. 
CSP provides many ben-

efits, including increased 
crop yields, decreased input 
costs, wildlife habitat im-
provements, and increased 
resilience to weather extremes. 
CSP is for working lands in-
cluding cropland, pastureland, 
and nonindustrial private for-
est land. CSP assists agricul-
tural and forestland producers 
build on existing conservation 
efforts while strengthening 
their entire operation.

Producers interested 
in EQIP should submit a 
signed application (NRCS-
CPA-1200 form) to the local 
NRCS field office or through 
the Farmers.gov website 
using their account. A blank 
NRCS-CPA-1200 applica-
tion form may be obtained 
from the local office or on 

the Illinois NRCS website. 
Producers wishing to use 
Farmers.gov, can sign in or 
create an account by clicking 
on “Sign up” in the upper 
right of the website.

CSP applications submit-
ted by Jan. 7, 2022 will be 
evaluated by the local NRCS 
field office staff. NRCS staff 
will work with applicants to 
assess their land and resource 
concerns, answer ranking 
questions, and determine 
program eligibility. If an 
application is ranked high 
enough to be funded, NRCS 
staff will work with the ap-
plicant to develop a contract.

For additional informa-
tion about CSP, contact your 
local USDA service center 
or visit https://www.nrcs.
usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/
il/programs/financial/csp/.

Submit Illinois CSP applications by Jan. 7

SPRINGFIELD — What 
does it mean to be hungry? 
Illinois 4-H teens are chal-
lenging experts in the fields 
of food access, food security, 
and food justice to learn how 
to advocate for others in their 
communities.

Earlier this year, 105 
youth at the Illinois 4-H 
Food Action Summit worked 
with University of Illinois 
researchers, non-profit pro-
fessionals, food advocates, 
and civic leaders in work-
shops designed to empower 
young people to strengthen 
their leadership and work 
to create food security in 
their communities.  The day-
long Summit provided both 
educational workshops and 
networking opportunities.

“We hope youth walked 
away from this confer-
ence with an expanded 
vision of what is possible 
in the world of food sys-
tems both academically 
and professionally,” said 
Mark Becker, University of 
Illinois Extension 4-H youth 
development specialist in 
food systems. “We hope the 
Summit sparked ideas and 
empowered youth to act in 
their communities.” 

Presenters and attendees 
came from across the coun-
try, as well as Puerto Rico 
and Brazil.

“It was very rewarding to 
see the youth working and 
taking action,” said Flavio 
Rocha, Portuguese/English 
teacher at Campus Campo 
Grande, Mato Grosso do 
Sul, Brazil, and summit pre-
senter. “They are so young 
and already worried about 
their communities, which 
was very inspiring.”

This yearly event is part 
of ongoing food advocacy 
work done through Illinois 
4-H.

Illinois teams 
become advocates 
for food access



The Mendota Reporter • A11Wednesday, Nov. 24, 2021

THE FARMER’S REPORT

VISIT US ONLINE @ PERUMUTUAL.COM

Frank McConville
McConville Insurance Agency
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Hartauer Insurance Agency
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May your plate be filled with an abundance of 
blessings at this special time of year.

Happy Thanksgiving!

By KAY SHIPMAN 
FarmWeek

Illinois moved forward 
with continued work and 
substantial investments 
in a statewide strategy 
to decrease nitrogen and 
phosphorus moving into 
rivers, lakes and streams. 
The third biennial report 
of the Nutrient Loss Re-
duction Strategy (NLRS) 
also attributed challenges 
for reducing progress on 
some fronts.

The NLRS offers a menu 
of voluntary actions to low-
er nitrogen and phosphorus 
coming from urban runoff, 
diffuse nonpoint sources 
that are predominantly ag-
ricultural and specific point 
sources that are mainly 
municipal wastewater treat-
ment and industry.

Overall, Illinois seeks 
to lower all nitrogen and 
phosphorus moving into 
water by 45% compared 
to average 1980-96 levels. 
Interim goals include a 15% 
nitrogen reduction and a 
25% phosphorus reduction 
by 2025.

A substantial expan-
sion of cover crop acres, 
a 135% increase from 
2011, illustrated farmers’ 
adoption of recommend-
ed practices, said Illinois 
Agriculture Director Jerry 
Costello II. Costello noted 

By KAY SHIPMAN 
FarmWeek

When a tornado, flood or other disaster strikes, rural 
officials might not know Rural Development can help. 
Molly Hammond, acting state director for Illinois Rural 
Development, points out they don’t have to wait for a 
disaster. In fact, it’s better if they don’t.

“There’s programs to prepare. They can find ways to 
prepare for disaster, like an early warning siren, if they 
need a new one,” Hammond told FarmWeek.

A recently released USDA resource guide compiles 
Rural Development programs and assistance in one 
place. “This guide is there to help them know what to 
look for,” Hammond said of the Disaster Resiliency and 
Recovery Resources guide.

The guide outlines 40-some Rural Development 
programs and services for rural residents, businesses and 
communities to support disaster planning and recovery.

Hammond explained the guide’s information grid 
gives an at-a-glance way to learn who is eligible to apply 
for different programs that are grouped by categories of 
assistance. Those categories are: economic development 
planning and housing, education and training, infrastruc-
ture and equipment, and industry and entrepreneurship 
support and business development.

The guide “breaks down categories to help applicants 
narrow it down,” she added.

Applicants are not limited to local units of govern-
ments, but include nonprofit organizations and coopera-
tives, such as electric and agriculture cooperatives; hos-
pitals, libraries, faith-based organizations, community 
colleges, universities and eligible education institutions.

The resource guide also features examples of how 
USDA programs were used to support recovery efforts. 
Hammond said Illinois received $1.7 million in assis-
tance when 27 counties were designated federal disaster 
areas in 2019. Another time, five communities received 
$618,000 for help with community water systems after 
a disaster.

Beyond Rural Development, the guide summarizes 
technical assistance available from federal agency 
partners, such as the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, that work with USDA to support rural com-
munities in disaster planning and recovery. Hammond 
said work on the new national resource guide stemmed 
from former state Rural Development Director Colleen 
Callahan’s time in Washington, D.C., working on the 
2012 drought. At that time, officials developed a na-
tional recovery website to compile federal assistance 
and information and align resources.

(This story was distributed through a cooperative 
project between Illinois Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more food and farming news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com)

Cover crop acres increased substantially in 2019-2020, according to the latest biennial Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy report. The strategy recommends cover crops as a way to reduce losses of nitrogen and phosphorus. (Il-
linois Farm Bureau file photo)

Nutrient report shows movement, challenges
the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture’s (IDOA) cover 
crop initiative is helping to 
seed more cover crop acres 
and raising awareness of 
practices to reduce nutrient 
losses.

Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA) 
Director John Kim called 
new efforts by each sector 
“noteworthy given the 
increase in precipitation 
events experienced in Illi-
nois and other states with-
in the Mississippi River 
basin.”

Unprecedented heavy 
precipitation proved a 
major challenge for ni-
trogen and phosphorous 
reduction efforts from 
2019 to 2020. The report’s 
five-year rolling average 
showed a 25% increase 
in precipitation compared 
to the 1980-96 baseline. 
Higher nutrient loads are 
expected to occur in wetter 
years compared to drier 
ones. Based on 2015-19 
data, the statewide average 
estimated a 13% increase 
in nitrogen losses and a 
35% increase in phospho-
rous losses, according to 
the report.

A range of compiled 
information is available 
in the 238-page report 
with multiple appendices, 
including a 624-page agri-

culture appendix, 109-page 
point source appendix and 
53-page stormwater appen-
dix. Additional appendices 
are an IEPA watershed plan, 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service appendix, 
Farm Service Agency ap-
pendix and Illinois Farm 
Bureau appendix. To read 
the report and appendices, 
visit https://tinyurl.com/4c-
6fyeyu.

Trevor Sample, IEPA’s 
NLRS coordinator, at-
tributed some of the phos-
phorus increase to point 
sources, while some may 
be coming from “legacy 
phosphorus in streambeds 
that was stirred up” and 
some may come from 
streambank erosion.

Even with increased 
precipitation, “we need to 
do as much as we can in the 
future,” Sample continued. 
“We want farmers to keep 
nutrients on their fields. 
They paid good money 
for that and want to try to 
keep it.”

The pandemic chal-
lenged education efforts 
by agencies, point sources 
and partners in agriculture 
and conservation, but some 
activities resulted in record 
turnout albeit virtually. “It 
showed people were still 
engaged” despite the situ-
ation, Sample noted.

Looking ahead, Michael 
Woods, manager of IDOA’s 
natural resources division, 
said, “Climate is probably 
one of our biggest issues.”

The state continues to 
identify best management 
practices, and recently 
added saturated buffers 
and terraces to the NLRS 
menu. Those practices’ 
nutrient-reduction contri-
butions will be monitored 
and accounted for in up-
coming reports.

Going forward, agricul-
ture may need to engage 
landowners, bank farm 
managers and crop insur-
ance agents among others 
to increase and expand 
recommended NLRS prac-
tices, according to Woods. 
He included students from 
elementary grades through 
college as agriculture’s 
future.

The interim’s goal of 
“2025 is here and 2050 
is around the corner. The 
next generation needs to 
be engaged,” Woods said.

The next biennial NLRS 
report will be published in 
2023.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Rural areas can seek assistance from USDA Rural 
Development when floods or other disasters strike. 
A newly released resource guide groups 40-some 
programs and eligibility into assistance categories. 
(FarmWeek file photo)

Rural Development 
wants rural areas 
to be disaster-ready
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HIGHWAY 52, SUBLETTE, IL 61367 • 815-849-5232 • www.vaessenbrothers.com

Great Deals, 
            Great Service 
                             Since 1926

MGG2021

Great Holiday Gifts!
Variety of apparel and 

other fine gifts!

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

M
G

G
20

20

 Fresh Fruit 
Baskets
made to order

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
Phone: (815) 539-9341

Hours: 6am - 9pm
7 Days a Week

Make Sullivan’s Your
Christmas Headquarters!

Fresh Cut
Prime Rib
- Cut to Order -
(see store for details)

Sullivan’s
GIFT CARDS

Make
GREAT

STOCKING
STUFFERS!

MGG2020

Custom Made
• Deli Fresh Meat Trays
• Meat & Cheese Trays

• Hams • Turkeys • Holiday Roasts

Fresh Holiday 
Wreaths

Beauty • Security • Privacy

Poly Vinyl Fencing & Products 
That Are Practical & Beautiful!

Other Types of Fencing Available
Red Cedar • Chain Link • Aluminum

Family Run Business With Over 28 Years Experience

FENCES
• INDUSTRIAL 

• COMMERCIAL 

• RESIDENTIAL

2923 N. IL 178th Rd.
Utica, IL

815-667-3667
www.ivfenceandpool.com

Free Estimates

MGG2021

Fairgrounds • Princeton, Illinois
November 27, 28

Open To The Public
8:30 am - 4 pm SATURDAY   

8:30 am - 3 pm SUNDAY

BUY–SELL–TRADE
Per Federal & State Laws

Modern & Antiques
Cartridges & Related Items

Sauk Trail Gun Collectors, Inc. 
Cathy Smith • 309-689-1934

FREE 
PARKING

M
G

G
20

21

Jerry’s Flower Barn

Buy any regularly priced cash & carry holiday 
item, and then pick a candy cane for 

10-50% OFF!

It’s time for 

Candy Cane Discounts!!

701 Illinois Ave. • Mendota
(815) 539-6274

Now thru 
Christmas!

NOTICE
The annual meeting of 

the St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Cemetery Association on 
Old Chicago Road will 

be held at 1 p.m. on Dec. 
6, 2021, at the Florence 
Buettner residence at 
1665 William Way in 
Mendota. All people 

interested in upkeep of 
the cemetery are invited 

to attend.
David Costello,

Secretary

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE DEADLINES
• Thursday 5 p.m. to appear 

in Monday’s Money Saver.
• Monday 10 a.m. to appear 

in Wednesday’s Reporter.

POLICE BLOTTER
LaSalle County

(marriage licenses)
Richard L. Fanaro Jr. 

and Sarah M. Konrad, both 
of Mendota; issued Nov. 5, 
2021.

Blake A. Wilson and 
Alexis M. Draves, both of 
Mendota; issued Nov. 8, 
2021.

Kirby T. Sudaj of Oglesby 
and Madison R. McConville 
of Mendota; issued Nov. 8, 
2021.

Nicholas J. Crotty and 
Larissa A. Garcia, both of 
Mendota; issued Nov. 15, 
2021.

WEEKLY
RECORD

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Edward Torres, 31, of 

Chicago, was charged with 
no valid driver’s license after 
a traffic stop at Sixth Street 
and Sixth Avenue at 10:33 
a.m. Nov. 16. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

CRIMINAL TRESPASS
TO REAL PROPERTY

Charles C. Smith, 38, of 
Chicago, was charged with 
criminal trespass to real 
property after police officers 
responded to a service call 
of an unwanted subject who 
was refusing to leave 1000 
Washington St. at 4:01 p.m. 
Nov. 16. The subject was re-

leased with a LaSalle County 
court date.

DOMESTIC BATTERY,
RESISTING OFFICER

Anil D. Bhate, 41, of 1708 
Hillcrest Court, Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 
battery, resisting a peace 
officer and interfering with a 
report of domestic violence 
after police officers respond-
ed to a 9-1-1 call of a physical 
domestic dispute occurring 
in the 1700 block of Hillcrest 
Court at 2:15 a.m. Nov. 17. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail to 
appear for a bond hearing.

WARRANT ARREST
Amber K. Mosier, 38, of 

2601 E. 12th St., Mendota, 
was arrested at 10:12 p.m. 
Nov. 18 on two valid DuPage 
County arrest warrants for 
failure to appear/dangerous 
drugs/driving while license 
suspended and failure to 
appear/fraud/ID theft. The 
subject was transported to 
the LaSalle County jail to be 
extradited to DuPage County.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Emmanuel Romero Sa-

mano, 23, of 700 Mead-
owview Drive, Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 
battery and interference 
with the report of domestic 
violence after police officers 
responded to a 9-1-1 call 
of a physical domestic in 

progress at 700 Meadowview 
Drive at 5 a.m. Nov. 19. The 
subject was transported to the 
LaSalle County jail to appear 
for a bond hearing.

DUI,
OTHER CHARGES
Michael R. Furar, 28, of 

1113 Indiana Ave., Men-
dota, was charged with 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol, drugs or in-
toxicating compounds, no 
taillights when required, 
battery (X2) and resisting a 
peace officer after a traffic 
stop at Indiana Avenue and 
Springfield Street at 3:29 
a.m. Nov. 20. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

Don’t miss an issue. 
Subscribe today!
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Greetings and gratitude from your 
local merchants at Thanksgiving.

Warm wishes 
at Thanksgiving!

Thanks for 
dropping in on us 
at Thanksgiving 
and all year!

Wishing you an 
abundance of happiness 

this Thanksgiving!

May your holiday be filled 
with all the joys and happiness 

that this wish can bring.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Warm wishes 
at Thanksgiving!

Wishing you all the 
best this holiday season!

Wishing you joy 
and good fortune 
at Thanksgiving! 

Wishing you joy 
and good fortune 
at Thanksgiving! 

Thanks 
for your 

generous support!

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St.,  

Mendota
815-539-9341

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy 52, Sublette
815-849-5232 or  

800-227-5203

First State Bank 
706 Washington St.,  

Mendota
815-538-2265  

Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave., Mendota

815-539-3444  
Member NCUA-ESI

Mendota Area Senior 
Services 

1901 Tom Merwin Dr., 
Mendota

815-539-9673

Mendota Monument Co. 
606 Main St.,  

Mendota
815-539-7276

Mauch Carpentry & 
Northern Illinois Seamless 

Roofing 
705 Illinois Ave., Mendota

815-539-5142

City of Mendota
800 Washington St.,  

Mendota
815-539-7459

Ridley Feed Ingredients
1609 First Ave.,  

Mendota
815-539-9321

Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St.,  

Mendota
815-539-6354

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road, Sublette

815-535-6295

Thanks 
for your 

generous support!

Purpose Nutrition 
1108 Meriden St.,  

Mendota
815-503-3853

We’re so grateful for 
friends and customers

 like all of you!

Wishing you joy 
and good fortune 
at Thanksgiving! 

Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St.,  

Mendota
815-538-2550

D&D Antiques
708 Illinois Ave.,  

Mendota
815-440-5056

Nightengale’s Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St.,  

Mendota
815-539-6100

We’re so grateful for 
friends and customers

 like all of you!

May your holiday be filled 
with all the joys and happiness 

that this wish can bring.
Happy Thanksgiving!

We appreciate the 
friendship and support 
this community has 

shown us!
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SPORTS

4M Graphix
Advanced Auto Parts
ARS Auto Repair Specialists
August Hill Winery & Illinois 

Sparkling Co.
Beck’s BP RT. 251
Casey’s General Store
Cindy’s on 34
Cute Nails
CVS/pharmacy
De La O’s
Dr. Tara Van De Wyngaerde O.D., 

P.C.
El Zarape
Elks Lodge

Expressions Hair Salon
Floralcrest Inc.
Studio 1500
JC’s Headquarters
Lakeside Liquors
Lube Cube Plus
Main Street Station
Nightengales Thrift Shop
Mauch Carpentry, Inc.
McDonalds
Mendota Area Y
Mendota Moose Family Center
Mendota Shell
Mendota Sport Shop
Moore Tires

OSF Gift Shop
Parkway Restaurant
Pizza’s by Marchelloni
Pohl’s Office Supply
Purpose Nutrition
Road Ranger
Rosati’s Pizza Pub
Sew Quiltable
Shell in Mendota
Specialty Body & Paint
Sports-N-Stuff
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware
Subway
Sullivans Ace Hardware
Sullivan’s Foods

Taco Madre
The Mendota Reporter
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating 

& Cooling
Uncle Joes Gaming
Walter Bros. Plumbing, Heating & 

Cooling
Ziggie’s Family Restaurant

Nov. 20 is the kickoff date for the Mendota Chamber’s 2021 Shop Local Promotion. The Shop Local promotion will run from 
Nov. 20 through Dec. 31 at participating businesses.
For every $10 spent in a participating business, you will receive one sticker. In order to qualify, you must turn in a full card 
and each card must have stickers from at least FIVE OF THE PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES.
Bring in your full cards to the Mendota Chamber Office at 800 Washington St. by noon Monday, Jan. 3, 2022. People 
may drop off their cards in the city’s night drop box on Illinois Avenue. Drawing will take place Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022. The 
Grand Prize includes over $1,000 in merchandise & gift cards from our participating businesses. Three consolation gifts 
baskets worth over $300 in merchandise & gift cards. Ten additional consolation winners will receive $20 in Chamber Gift 
Certificates.

Shop Local 

& WIN!
2021 Participating Businesses

MGG2021

Looking for a truly 
“Mendota” gift?

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!
Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on 

your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives, 
friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates! 

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and 
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
Gift Certificate
No Expiration Date

Mrs. Jane Doe
Fifteen and 00/100..................Dollars
Presented by The Johnson Family

Date, Dec. 1, 2021
$15.00

Signature:_____________________
MGG2021

ATTENTION SANTA’S HELPERS:

MENDOTA OPERATION
ELF ACTION

PICK A NAME OFF 
THE TREE!

After shopping for that special child, the gift 
may be taken to Eureka Savings Bank by 4 p.m., 
on Friday, Dec. 10. You may call ahead or go 
through the drive-up to let them know you are 
dropping off a gift. Financial support is also 
being accepted and may be dropped off at the 

Chamber office in December. For more  
information, call the Mendota Chamber of  

Commerce at 815-539-6507.

“Christmas Elves” with names and ages of 
needy children will be available starting 
Nov. 20th, at Eureka Savings Bank, First 
State Bank, Financial Plus Credit Union, 
First Federal Savings Bank, and First State 
Bank Plaza North.

11
15

20
21

Official Grand Opening!

409 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL, 61342

815-410-8555

Visit us Anytime!

GreatLakes Global Equipment Parts carries
parts for excavators, wheel loaders,

bulldozers, articulated trucks, and more! 
 

We Specialize In:
Hydraulic Pumps

 Rubber Undercarriage

Engine Components

Hydraulic Cylinders

Construction Equipment 
Attachments

Engines

Transmissions

Ask About
Our First-

Time Buyer
Discount!

info@greatlakesglobalequipment.com

GreatLakes Global Equipment Parts carries parts for  
excavators, wheel loaders, bulldozers, articulated trucks 
and more!

We Specialize In:
Hydraulic Pumps
Rubber Undercarriage
Engine Components
Hydraulic Cylinders
Engines
Transmissions
Construction Equipment 
Attachments

Visit us Anytime!
409 Plaza Drive 

Mendota, IL 61342815-410-8555

info@greatlakesglobalequipment.com

Ask About 
Our First-

Time Buyer 
Discount!

MENDOTA – The Three 
Rivers Conference foot-
ball coaches have selected 
all-conference team mem-
bers for the 2021 season.

Mendota senior Christian 
Tellez was the lone Trojan to 
be chosen to the first team. 
He made the squad from the 
linebacker position.

Three Trojans were se-
lected to the second team. 
Senior Uzi Angulo was 
named as a running back and 
a defensive lineman. Senior 
Andy Rivera was chosen as 
a guard and senior Emilio 
Perez made the second team 
as a defensive back.

Mendota had five players 
named to the honorable men-
tion squad. Tellez and Perez 
were chosen as offensive 
ends, seniors Omar Gonza-
lez and John Gonzalez were 
selected as linebackers, and 
junior Isaac Smith made the 
list as a defensive back.

FIRST TEAM
(Offense)

Center – Noah Tiska, 
Sr., Kewanee; Guard – Sky-
lar Summy, Sr., Kewanee; 
*Drew Harp, Sr., Princeton; 
Tackle – *James Conner, 
Sr., Kewanee; J.J. Wicaryus, 
Sr., Princeton; End – Jordan 
Johnson, Sr., Kewanee; Ben-

nett Sierens, Sr., Princeton; 
Flex – Tyreke Fortney, Sr., St. 
Bede; Quarterback – Teegan 
Davis, Jr., Princeton; Will Bru-
no, Sr., Kewanee; Running 
Back – Mac Resetich, Jr., Hall; 
*Keyontiss Patterson, Sr., 
Kewanee; Marcus Williams, 
Sr., Sterling Newman
(Defense)

Lineman – James Conner, 
Sr., Kewanee; Conner Hood, 
Sr., Kewanee; Payne Miller, 
So., Princeton; J.J. Wicaryus, 
Sr., Princeton; Linebacker – 
Josh Nimrick, Sr., Kewanee; 
Christian Tellez, Sr., Mendo-
ta; *Drew Harp, Sr., Prince-
ton; Ethan Van Landuit, Sr., 

Sterling Newman; Defensive 
Back – Mac Resetich, Jr., Hall; 
Niko Powe, Sr., Kewanee; 
Bennett Sierens, Sr., Prince-
ton; Teegan Davis, Jr., Princ-
eton; Punter – Will Bruno, 
Sr., Kewanee; Jacob Donald, 
Sr., Sterling Newman; Kicker 
– Jacob Donald, Sr., Sterling 
Newman; Return Specialist 
– Keyontiss Patterson, Sr., 
Kewanee

(* indicates unanimous 
selection)

SECOND TEAM
(Offense)

Center – Brady Piacenti, 
Jr., Princeton; Guard – Con-
ner Hood, Sr., Kewanee; Andy 

Rivera, Sr., Mendota; Jayce 
Ladzinski, Sr., St. Bede; Elliot 
Noble, Sr., Sterling Newman; 
Tackle – Rylan Heersink, Sr., 
St. Bede; Garrett Williams, 
Sr., Sterling Newman; End 
– Niko Powe, Sr., Kewanee; 
Owen McBride, Sr., Sterling 
Newman; Flex – Matt Lucas, 
Sr., Princeton; Quarterback 
– John Brady, Sr., St. Bede; 
Running Back – Jaden Mich-
lig, Sr., Bureau Valley; Uzi 
Angulo, Sr., Mendota; Augie 
Christiansen, Jr., Princeton
(Defense)

Lineman – Carter Haney, 
Sr., Bureau Valley; Jaxson 
Hicks, Jr., Kewanee; Uzi 
Angulo, Sr., Mendota; Ry-
lan Heersink, Sr., St. Bede; 
Linebacker – Jaden Michlig, 
Sr., Bureau Valley; Dominic 
Guerrini, Sr., Hall; Augie 
Christiansen, Jr., Prince-
ton; Jayce Ladzinski, Sr., St. 
Bede; Defensive Back – Jor-
dan Johnson, Sr., Kewanee; 
Emilio Perez, Sr., Mendota; 
Ryan Brady, Jr., St. Bede; 
Owen McBride, Sr., Sterling 
Newman

HONORABLE MENTION
(Offense)

Center  –  Marsha l l 
Schmellinger, Sr., Hall; Chris 
Accardi, So., Sterling New-
man; Guard – Carter Haney, 
Sr., Bureau Valley; Matt Pea-
cock, Sr., Princeton; Tackle 
– Ayize Martin, Jr., Bureau 
Valley; Jon Dybeck, So., 
Bureau Valley; Jacob Aley, 
Sr., Princeton; Hayden Witt, 
Jr., Sterling Newman; End 
– Brock Foster, Sr., Bureau 

Valley; Christian Tellez, Sr., 
Mendota; Emilio Perez, Sr., 
Mendota; Anton Cain, Sr., 
St. Bede; Flex – Nevin Bolin, 
Sr., Bureau Valley; Running 
Back – Levi Hardy, Sr., Bureau 
Valley; Dominic Guerrini, Sr., 
Hall; Ethan Van Landuit, Sr., 
Sterling Newman
(Defense)

Lineman – Ayize Martin, 
Jr., Bureau Valley; Rylan 
Kerper, Sr., Hall; Skylar Sum-
my, Sr., Kewanee; Bennett 
Williams, So., Princeton; 
Ryan Migliorini, Jr., St. Bede; 
Elliot Noble, Sr., Sterling 
Newman; Linebacker – Levi 
Hardy, Sr., Bureau Valley; 
Connor Scott, So., Bureau 
Valley; Omar Gonzalez, Sr., 
Mendota; John Gonzalez, Sr., 
Mendota; Danny Cihocki, Jr., 
Princeton; Anton Cain, Sr., 
St. Bede; Brennan Cook, Sr., 
Sterling Newman; JJ Castles, 
Jr., Sterling Newman; De-
fensive Back – Brock Foster, 
Sr., Bureau Valley; Aiden 
Jones, Sr., Hall; Cam Conley, 
Sr., Kewanee; Brady Clark, 
So., Kewanee; Isaac Smith, 
Jr., Mendota; Logan Glancy, 
Sr., Princeton; Nolan Britt, 
Jr., Sterling Newman; Cody 
Donna, Sr., Sterling Newman

Final varsity standings: 
Kewanee 5-1; Princeton 
5-1; St. Bede 4-2; Sterling 
Newman 4-2; Mendota 2-4; 
Bureau Valley 1-5; Hall 0-6

Final F-S standings: Ster-
ling Newman 5-0; Princeton 
4-1; Kewanee 3-2; Hall 2-2; 
Bureau Valley 2-3; Mendota 
1-3; St. Bede 0-5

Seven Trojans selected for football all-conference honors
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2021/2022 TROJANS & LADY TROJANS

BASKETBALL
Varsity Boys’ Basketball
Nov. 22-27 – at Seneca Varsity Tourney
Nov. 26-27 – at Seneca Soph Tourney
Nov. 30 – Earlville – 5:30
Dec. 3 – at St. Bede – 5:30
Dec. 4-11 – at Hall Colmone Classic (V&S)
Dec. 14 – Stillman Valley – 5:30
Dec. 17 – Bureau Valley – 5:30
Dec. 22 – at Riverdale – 5:30
Dec. 27-30 – at Plano Classic (V&S)
Jan. 4 – Hall – 5:30
Jan. 7 – Princeton – 5:30
Jan. 8 – Rochelle – 1:30
Jan. 11 – at Sterling Newman – 5:30
Jan. 14 – at Rock Falls – 5:30
Jan. 15 – at Putnam County – 5:30
Jan. 18 – at Bureau Valley – 5:30
Jan. 21 – at Kewanee – 5:30
Jan. 25 – at Hall
Jan. 28 – St. Bede – 5:30
Jan. 29 – North Boone – 1:00
Feb. 1 – Sterling Newman – 5:30
Feb. 4 – at Princeton – 5:30
Feb. 8 – Kewanee – 5:30

Varsity Girls’ Basketball
Nov. 17-20 – at Oregon Tourney
Nov. 23 – Ottawa Marquette – 5:30
Nov. 29 – at Bureau Valley – 5:30
Dec. 2 – St. Bede – 5:30
Dec. 4 – Putnam County – 1:30
Dec. 6 – Hall – 5:30
Dec. 9 – at Princeton – 5:30
Dec. 11 – Streator – 11:45
Dec. 14 – at Earlville – 5:30
Dec. 18, 20 – at Ottawa Soph Tourney
Dec. 22 – Riverdale – 7:00
Dec. 27-30 – at Amboy Christmas Tourney
Jan. 3 – Sterling Newman – 5:30
Jan. 8 – Sterling – 5:30
Jan. 10 – Bureau Valley – 5:30
Jan. 12 – Kewanee – 5:30
Jan. 13 – at Newark – 5:30
Jan. 15 – Rock Falls – 1:00
Jan. 17 – at Rochelle – 5:30
Jan. 20 – at Hall – 5:30
Jan. 24 – at St. Bede – 5:30
Jan. 27 – at Sterling Newman – 5:30
Jan. 29 – at Amboy – 2:00
Jan. 31 – Princeton – 5:30
Feb. 3 – at Kewanee – 5:30
Feb. 8 – at Genoa-Kingston – 5:30

Boys’ Coach
Steve Hanson

Krew Bond
Junior

Logan Dewey
Sophomore

Isaac Guzman
Junior

Kaleb Kleckner
Sophomore

Ted Landgraf
Senior

Izaiah Nanez
Sophomore

Ricky Orozco
Junior

Emilio Perez
Senior

Rafael Romero
Junior

Dom Stamberger
Junior

Ryan Stevenson
Sophomore

Ryne Strouss
Junior

Girls’ Coach
John Hansen

Natalie Bodmer
Senior

Reanna Brant 
Sophomore

Flor Delao
Junior

Kya Delao
Senior

Naitzy Garcia 
Junior

Katie Jenner
Junior

Paige Manning
Senior

Karly Reel 
Sophomore

Aliza Salinas 
Senior

Emily Stewart
Junior

Isabella Tolentino 
Senior 

Grace Wasmer
Sophomore

Gracie Zinke 
Junior

These area businesses are proud to 
sponsor our Trojan and Lady Trojan Teams!

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
Mendota - 815-539-5651
Earlville - 815-246-8261

Paw Paw - 815-627-8552

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., 

Mendota
815-538-2265
Member FDIC

SULLIVAN’S FOODS
1102 Meriden St., Mendota

815-539-9341

VAESSEN BROS. 
CHEVROLET

U.S. Highway 52, Sublette
815-849-5232

MERRITT 
FUNERAL HOME

800 Monroe St., Mendota
815-539-7211

GAHAN GOY 
CPA’S LTD.

Certified Public 
Accountants

913 Main St., Mendota
815-539-3614

ARS 
AUTO REPAIR

307 Plaza Drive, Mendota
815-538-2412

FINANCIAL PLUS
CREDIT UNION

1903 13th Ave., Mendota
815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

BOKUS PROFESSIONAL 
GROUP

LEGAL, ACCOUNTING, TAX
AND INVESTMENT 
PROFESSIONALS

609 Eighth Ave., Mendota
815-539-5002

SPECIALTY 
BODY & PAINT

1503 Washington St.,
Mendota

815-539-7801

SCHIMMER 
CHEVY BUICK

Rt. 251 S., Mendota
815-539-9343

PIZZA BY  
MARCHELLONI

1210 Meriden St., Mendota
815-538-2145

TACO GUZMAN
Mendota

815-503-0839

MENDOTA CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER

1304 Division St., Mendota
815-538-3333

RESTAURANT DE LA O
720 Illinois Ave., Mendota

815-539-6871

BOGEY’S BARBER
1311 Lakewood Dr., Mendota

815-539-5919

Good Luck, Teams!
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SPORTS

INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

~ New Y App & Rewards Program
~ Youth & Adult Activities
~ FREE Group Exercise Classes
~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates
~ Young Adult Memberships
~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

417 US-34 • Mendota  

(815)538-4800
Mon-Fri: 8-5 • Sat: 9-4 • Sun: 11-3

Garden Center  
& Custom  

Landscape Design

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd Saturday - 
1/2 Off

www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 
agents in 

your area!

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

1200 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-9394

Family owned & operated since 1893.
2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500

BUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARD

YOUR
CARD
HERE!

ASHTON-FC 41, MENDOTA 40
Ashton-Franklin Center (41)
 FG FT Fls TP

Gannerman 1 0-0 1 2
Horner 0 1-2 1 1
Jahn 10 3-3 3 26
McClain 2 0-0 5 6
Schwarz 1 0-0 3 2
Stroh 2 0-0 5 4
Erdman 0 0-0 3 0
Totals 16 4-5 21 41

Mendota (40)
 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 4 1-2 6 10
K. Delao 1 3-4 5 5
Stewart 1 0-0 0 2
Salinas 0 0-0 1 0
Tolentino 0 1-4 5 1
Manning 0 1-3 6 1
Brant 7 6-10 13 20
Garcia 0 1-2 4 1
Totals 13 13-25 40 40

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Ashton-FC 8 22 29 41
Mendota 5 10 27 40
Three-point goals: Mendota - Jenner 
1; Ashton-Franklin Center - Jahn 3, 
McClain 2

GENOA-K. 40, MENDOTA 12
Genoa-Kingston (40)

 FG FT Fls TP
Rhoads 1 1-2 0 3
Gilbert 6 0-0 1 13
Jerbi 2 0-0 0 5
Walters 2 1-4 2 7
Poegel 4 0-0 1 8
Tetzloff 1 0-0 0 2
Boylen 1 0-0 1 2
Totals 17 2-6 5 40

Mendota (12)
 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 1 0-0 0 2
F. Delao 0 0-0 1 0
Tolentino 2 0-2 2 4
Manning 0 0-0 3 0
Wasmer 0 0-0 4 0
Brant 1 0-0 5 2
Garcia 2 0-0 6 4
Totals 6 0-2 21 12

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Genoa-K. 14 28 35 40
Mendota 6 8 8 12
Three-point goals: Genoa-Kingston - 
Gilbert 1, Jerbi 1, Walters 2

WEST CARROLL 42, MENDOTA 22
West Carroll (42)

 FG FT Fls TP
Sicites 1 0-0 1 3
Hill 3 5-6 3 11
Morhuoo 5 2-2 3 15
Rordedser 1 0-0 3 3
McGonvus 1 0-0 2 3
Asay 2 1-2 3 5
Collins 1 0-0 1 2
Myers 0 0-0 3 0
Totals 14 8-10 24 42

Mendota (22)
 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 0 0-1 1 0
Zinke 0 0-0 2 0
F. Delao 0 0-0 2 0
K. Delao 0 0-0 1 0
Stewart 3 0-3 1 7
Salinas 0 0-0 5 0
Tolentino 1 1-2 0 3
Manning 1 0-0 2 2
Brant 1 0-0 7 2
Garcia 2 4-7 8 8
Totals 6 0-2 21 12

SCORE BY QUARTERS
West Carroll 18 29 33 42
Mendota 2 3 12 22
Three-point goals: Mendota - Stewart 
1; West Carroll - Sicites 1, Morhuoo 
3, Rordedser 1, McGonvus 1

OREGON – The Mendota 
Lady Trojans began the 
2021-22 basketball season 
with a narrow 41-40 loss to 
Ashton-Franklin Center in 
the Oregon Tipoff Tourna-
ment on Nov. 17.

The Lady Trojans trailed 
8-5 after the opening stanza 
and then put up just five 
points in the second period 
compared to 14 for AFC to 
fall behind 22-10 at halftime.

The second half was a 
different story for Mendota 
as it heated up in the third 
quarter and outscored the 
Lady Raiders, 17-7, to climb 
to within two points heading 
to the fourth. But the Lady 
Trojans couldn’t complete 
the comeback as it missed 
on many good scoring op-
portunities in the final frame.

One area that was costly 
to Mendota was at the free 
throw line, where it convert-
ed on just 13 of 25 chances.

“We have to finish scoring 
chances and shoot better at 
the line, but I’m extremely 
proud of our effort in the 
second half,” said Mendota 
coach John Hansen. “This 
is definitely one we’ll look 
back on as a ‘should’ve been’ 
game.”

Reanna Brant paced the 
Lady Trojans with 20 points 
and 13 rebounds. Thirteen of 
her tallies came in the second 
half. Katie Jenner added 10 
points and six rebounds, 
while Paige Manning had 
six caroms, three assists and 
two steals.

***
Mendota dropped a 40-

12 decision to former Big 
Northern foe Genoa-Kings-
ton in the second round of 
the tournament on Nov. 18.

Genoa-Kingston owned 
a 14-6 advantage at the end 

of one, and then it scored an-
other 14 points in the second 
period and held Mendota to 
just a basket to take a 28-8 
halftime lead.

Isabella Tolentino and 
Naitzy Garcia had four points 
apiece for Mendota, while 
Garcia led with six rebounds 
and Jenner had three steals.

***
West Carroll rode a strong 

first half to a 42-22 verdict 
over Mendota in Nov. 20 
action at the tournament.

The Thunder zoomed out 
to an 18-2 lead after the first 
quarter and Mendota never 
could catch up. The Lady 
Trojans managed only one 
point in the second period 
and trailed 29-3 at the half.

“We executed way better 
in the second half and looked 
like a basketball team,” said 
Hansen. “I love our effort, we 
just need to execute a whole 
lot better. The desire to get 
better is there.”

Garcia topped the team 
with eight points and eight 
rebounds. Emily Stewart 

Lady Trojans go 1-3 in Oregon Tourney
chipped in with seven mark-
ers, while Brant handled 
seven rebounds and Aliza 
Salinas grabbed five caroms.

***
Mendota got in the win 

column in the tournament 
when it took a forfeit victory 
over Milledgeville.

EARLVILLE – The Little Ten Confer-
ence volleyball coaches have recognized 
players as all-conference selections for 
the 2021 season.

• Newark: Conference Co-Champs, 
Conference Tournament champs, IHSA 
Class 1A Regional Champs, IHSA Class 
1A Sectional Champs – **Megan Wil-
liams (Sr…OH)—367 kills, 38 blocks, 
87% serving with 33 aces; Four-Time 
Unanimous Selection; **Lauren Ulrich 
(So…S)—757 assists, 168 digs, 29 
blocks, 29 kills, 91% serving with 38 
aces; KJ Friestad (Sr…MB)—137 kills, 60 
blocks, 90% serving with 41 aces; Repeat 
Selection; Taylor Kruser (Jr…L)—301 
digs, 86% serving with 18 aces; Grace 
Thrall (Jr…RS)—126 kills, 24 blocks, 
90% serving

• Earlville: Conference Co-Champs, 
Conference Tournament Runner-Up 

– **Brynn Guelde (Sr…OH)—224 
kills, 92% serving with 47 aces; Repeat 
Unanimous Selection; **Emma Benson 
(Sr…S)—572 assists, 90.5% serving with 
71 aces; Repeat Selection

• Indian Creek: Conference 3rd 
Place, Conference Tournament 3rd Place 
– **Audrey Witte (Jr…OH)—194 kills, 
233 digs; Three-Time Unanimous Selec-
tion; Kaitlyn Frazier (Jr…L/DS)—319 
digs, 94% serving with 54 aces; Repeat 
Selection

• Serena: **Paige Sexton (Jr…
OH)—241 kills, 65 blocks; Third Time 
All-Conference, Twice Unanimous; Katie 
Baker (Sr…S/RS)—220 assists, 116 kills; 
Twice All-Conference

• Illinois Mathematics and Science 
Academy: Alice Li (Sr…S)—507 assists; 
Joyce Li (Sr…OH)—184 kills

(** Indicates unanimous selection)

Little 10 Conference selects top
volleyball players for ‘21 season

BOWLING
Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Nov. 15 
– 1. Sports-N-Stuff 34-11; 
2. Leagal Beagles 26-19; 3. 
CM Farm 25-20; 4. Mendo-
ta Agri-Products 20-25; 5. 
Ramer Inc. 19-26; 6. Bad 
Kats 11-34

High team game (scratch) 
– Mendota Agri-Products 
782, Leagal Beagles 747, 
Sports-N-Stuff 653

High team game (hdcp) 
– Mendota Agri-Products 
996, Leagal Beagles 990, 
Sports-N-Stuff 917

High team series (scratch) 

– Mendota Agri-Products 
2309, Leagal Beagles 2133, 
Sports-N-Stuff 1816

High team series (hdcp) 
– Mendota Agri-Products 
2951, Leagal Beagles 2862, 
Bad Kats 2615

Men’s high game (scratch) 
– Luke Ross 264, Mike Smith 
223, Aaron Holocker 213

Men’s high game (hdcp) 
– Luke Ross 294, Aaron 
Holocker 283, Bob Thom-
as 268

Men’s high series (scratch) 
– Luke Ross 691, Mike Smith 
600, Bob Thomas 591

Men’s high series (hdcp) – 

Luke Ross 781, Bob Thomas 
768, Aaron Holocker 707

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Kim Smith 225, 
Jessica Robinson 213, Steph 
Westphal 189

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Kim Smith 299, 
Jessica Robinson 279, Mick 
Reistad 269

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Kim Smith 640, 
Jessica Robinson 518, Steph 
Westphal 495

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Kim Smith 862, 
Jessica Robinson 716, Mick 
Reistad 691

Cheer on your favorite player
or team by attending a game!
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NIE FUN PAGE

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION SPONSORS
COUPON

FREE CHEESEBURGER
with purchase of cheeseburger.

501 Ninth Ave., Mendota
815-539-7451

With locations in:
Mendota • 539-5651
Earlville • 246-8261
Paw Paw • 627-8552

The Newspapers In 
Education (NIE) program is 
designed as an educational 
tool to enhance our local 

students’ understanding of 
the world around them. The 
Mendota Reporter wishes 
to recognize these 2021-
2022 sponsors and their 

commitment to education!

703 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9396
www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell 
Agency, Ltd.

618 6th Street 
Mendota, IL

 815-539-9311
www.setchellagency.com

706 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815.538.2265 • firststatebank.biz

EXPIRES 6/30/22. REDEEMABLE ONLY AT MCDONALD’S IN MENDOTA.  COUPON 
REQUIRED. ONE COUPON PER PERSON PER VISIT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFER, DISCOUNT, COUPON OR COMBO MEAL. CASH VALUE OF 1/20TH OF 1 CENT. 
COUPON MAY NOT BE TRANSFERRED, AUCTIONED, SOLD, COPIED, OR DUPLICATED 
IN ANY WAY OR TRANSMITTED VIA ELECTRONIC MEDIA. VALID WHEN PRODUCT IS 
SERVED. MAY NOT BE VALID FOR ALL ORDERS.

NOW 
HIRING -

EOE
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LOCAL AND AREA

The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining 

Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will 
mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

From Hometown 
Heroes to Golden 

Anniversaries, 
we celebrate the 
events that shape 

our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Powers Auction Service  Taking Consignments:
101 E Murray ST Browntown WI 53522  Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Office (608) 439-5761 – Mike Powers (608) 214-5761                     Saturday: By Appointment Until Dec.

STATELINE AUCTIONS
Large 2 Day Auction: 

December 29th & 30th
Southern Wisconsin’s Premier Auction Yard Located: 110 E Murray St Browntown WI 53522 

Farm Equipment – Tractors – Implements – Harvest Equipment – Combines 
 Heads – Skid Loaders – Excavators - Dozers – Cranes – Attachments

Trucks & Trailers – Lawn & Garden – Outdoor Powersports – Ext. 
Consign Early For Maximum Exposure!

Live and Online Bidding Available Both Days! Don’t Miss Out On A Great Opportunity To Buy & Sell
WWW.POWERSAUCTION.COM

Do you spend time 
worrying about things in 
life that are beyond your 
control? Are you con-
stantly trying to figure 
situations out? If that’s 
you, I want to let you 
know that you can rest 
in God and trust Him to 
fight your battles for you. 

It took years for me 
to learn that worry is 
useless. All it did was ag-
gravate me and it didn’t 
change a thing. Worrying 
is like sitting in a rock-
ing chair and rocking all 
day—it keeps you busy, 
but you get absolutely 
nowhere. At the end of 
the day, you’re still sit-
ting right where you were 
when you started. 

God didn’t create us to 
live worried and stressed-

Winning the battle against worry
out. The truth is there is 
no need to worry because 
we can trust God com-
pletely. 

Don’t You Worry
‘Bout a Thing!

The Bible says that we 
shouldn’t worry about 
tomorrow or what we’re 
going to eat or drink or 
wear because tomor-
row will have sufficient 
problems of its own (see 
Matthew 6:25-26). And 
God gives us the grace we 
need every day to handle 
whatever that day brings. 

We need to learn how 
to trust God one day at a 
time. Instead of trying to 
figure out tomorrow, we 
just need to thank God 
for today. 

In 1 Peter 5:6, the 
Bible talks about hum-

bling ourselves under 
the mighty hand of God 
that he may exalt us in 
due time. And the very 
next verse says, “Cast 
all your anxiety on him 
because he cares for you” 
(NIV). God wants to take 
care of us.

It amazes me that 
many times we believe 
that if we think about our 
problems long enough, 
we can actually figure 
them out. We would be 
so much better off if we 
would just wait on God to 
show us what we need to 
know about the situation.

The Strategy 
of Trusting God

I want to encourage 
you to get comfortable 
with not knowing. Part 
of trusting God is having 
unanswered questions. 
Many people have ques-
tions they want answers 
to, but when they get 
those answers, they don’t 
feel the need to trust God 
anymore. You might not 
have the answers to your 
questions right now, but 
what you do have is the 
ability to trust God.

Proverbs 3:5 (NIV) 
says, “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and 
lean not on your own 
understanding.” Trust-
ing God is the greatest 
privilege that we have. 
No matter what kind of 
problem you have in your 
life, you get to trust the 
Lord. He doesn’t want 
you to live in fear. He 
loves you so much, and 
He is on your side, work-
ing in your situation!

Second Corinthians 
10:4-5 talks about one 
of the greatest weapons 
God has given us, and 

that is His Word. When 
you get overwhelmed by 
worry in your mind, take 
the problem and start at-
tacking it with scriptures. 

When you speak the 
Word of God out loud, 
you’re demolishing “ar-
guments and every pre-
tension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of 
God...” (NIV). Take time 
to learn what the Word 
says so you can recognize 
the lies of Satan and over-
come his attacks.

Faith That Trusts 
and Conquers All
God operates through 

our faith, whereas worry 
prevents Him from work-
ing. When I need a break-
through and I’m trying 
to figure everything out, 
I just say, “God, I thank 
You that You’re working 
right now. I don’t see 
any progress or feel any-
thing happening, but I’ve 
prayed. And the minute 
I prayed, I believe You 
started working, and I am 
going to see the victory.”

In 2 Chronicles 20, 
King Jehoshaphat faced 
many enemies coming at 
him all at once. At first, 
the Bible says he felt fear, 
but then he “set himself 
[determinedly, as his vital 
need] to seek the Lord” 
(verse 3). Jehoshaphat 
had a big problem, but 

he didn’t sit down and 
worry. Instead, he set 
himself to seek the Lord 
and hear what God had 
to say. 

Then in verse 15, God 
sent a prophet who told 
Jehoshaphat to “be not 
afraid or dismayed at this 
great multitude, for the 
battle is not yours, but 
God’s” (AMP). Well, that 
is good news! You can 
win the war with worry 
because God wants to 
fight for you!

In verse 17, he says, 
“You need not fight in 
this battle; take your po-
sitions, stand and witness 
the salvation of the Lord 
who is with you.” So the 
position Jehoshaphat 
took was to get down on 
his knees and worship 
God. And he stayed there, 
worshipping God until he 
got a breakthrough. 

Then, in verse 22, 
when all the people began 
to sing and praise the 
Lord, their enemies got 
so confused that they 
killed each other! If you 
want to confuse the en-
emy when problems are 
coming at you, instead 
of worrying, put your 
focus on God—worship, 
sing, and give praise and 
thanks to Him. Trade 
your worry for worship, 
and watch God begin 

to work. Don’t ever say 
again, “I’m just a worri-
er.” Your new confession 
is, “I do not worry. I trust 
God!”

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s five-teach-
ing CD series The Cause 
and Cure for Worry. You 
can also contact us to re-
ceive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and AUTHENTICAL-
LY, UNIQUELY YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Every-
day Life radio and TV 
programs, which air on 
hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note:  The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.  • (815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

Nov. 24 - Pastor Mary leads worship at 
Stonecroft Village, 7 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship at St. John’s Lutheran Church
Nov. 25-26 - Church office closed
Nov. 28 - First Sunday of Advent, 

9 a.m. Sunday school with Cchristmas 
program practice, 9 a.m. Fellowship, 
9:30 a.m. Worship in-person and on 

Facebook Live
Dec. 1 - 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Free COVID 

immunization clinic, open to the public. All 
vaccines will be available & boosters.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St. • (815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: 
prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.  

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Nov. 24 - NO Bible study,
7 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve Service at 

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving Day

Nov. 28 - 10 a.m. Worship - Facebook 
Live, 11 a.m. Coffee Hour

Nov. 30 - 5 p.m. Boy Scouts
Dec. 1 - 10 a.m. Bible study, 7 p.m. Bible 

study in-person & on Zoom

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 503-1273

           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

10:30 a.m. Worship at First

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE  
Nov. 24 - 7 p.m. at Immanuel

Online “devotional service” videos will 
continue every Sunday through 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 

YouTube. Check our website and 
Facebook page for more information 
as we transition to in-person worship.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
139 W. Chestnut,  Compton   

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey
1. Is the book of Habakkuk in 
the Old Testament or New 

Testament or neither?
2. Which book’s chapter 3, 

verse 14 (KJV) mentions “the 
beginning of the creation of 
God”? No book does, Isaiah, 

Ezekiel, Revelation
3. From Mark 9, Hell is a place 
where “what” dieth not, and 

the fire is not quenched? 
Worm, Body, Soul, Greed

4. Who’s the only woman in the 
Bible with her age mentioned 

(at death)? 
Eve, Ruth, Leah, Sarah

5. On what day of creation did 
God divide land and water? 

2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th
6. What did Methuselah become 

at 187 years old? 
Saved, Invalid, Father, Martyr

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Revelation; 
3) Worm; 4) Sarah (Genesis 23:1-2); 

5) 3rd; 6) Father

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Thanksgiving
By Cobb

For harvest safely stored away,
For snug warm home when skies 

are gray,
For work well done and its 

reward,
Throughout this happy land is 

heard Thanksgiving.
For all the blessings of the year.
For all the friends to us so dear.
For sweet content this glad day 

brings,
My heart breaks out in joy and 

sings Thanksgiving.



MARKETPLACE
Wednesday, Nov. 24, 2021B8 • The Mendota Reporter

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

405 405 
HOUSE FOR SALEHOUSE FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2018 Chevy 1500 LT, 4WD, 4X4, Leather, 
White..............................................$33,900

2016 Chevy Malibu Lmtd., LTZ, Sunroof, 
NAV, 128K miles, black..................$13,900

2015 Jeep Wrangler Sahara 4x4 Loaded, 
1- owner, Red, 6 Speed Manual.... $30,900

2015 Chevy Impala LTZ, Gray........$16,500

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LTZ, 
4x4, 44K miles, 1-owner, Silver..$46,500

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew High Country 
4x4, 6.2 gas, Blue.......................$55,900 

2019 Chevy Crew Cab LTZ 4x4,  
Blue............................................$45,900

2019 Chevy Crew Cab LT Z71 4x4, 
1-Owner, 63K miles, Gray..........$41,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4,  
6.2L, gas, 1-owner, 38K miles,  
White..........................................$45,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 
Leather, 29K Miles, Black Wheels,  
Black...........................................$40,900 

2018 1500 Chevy Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 45K 
miles, Red..................................$38,900

2018 Chevy Equinox LT FWD, nicely 
equipped 56K miles, Tan...........$21,500

2017 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 
Leather, Z71, Gas, 72K miles, New 
Tires, Gray..................................$46,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab High 
Country 4x4, 68K Miles, Black...$38,500 

2017 Chevy Traverse, AWD LT, 
1-Owner, 64K Miles, Gray..........$24,900 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4, White, GMC Certified, 1-owner, loaded, 
6.2 L Gas, 38K Miles and Much More!

$45,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4X4

Established Mendota Company has 
an immediate opening for a 

full-time 
Office/Clerical Position 

Qualifications:
• Ability to multi-task, prioritize and
  work under pressure.
• Excellent verbal and written 
  communication skills. 
• Able to work with others and  
independently.
• Be Computer Literate

We offer a competitive wage, 
excellent benefits and supportive 

work environment with other 
dedicated professionals.

 
Please send resume and cover letter 

in care of 
The Mendota Reporter, PO Box 300, 
Attn Drawer D, Mendota, IL 61342

11152021

*NOW HIRING 
GENERAL PRODUCTION*

Due to our growing business, we are hiring for 
multiple General Production positions at our 
plant in Mendota, IL. Ridley Feed Ingredients, 
an Alltech company, specializes in thoroughly re-
searched, competitively priced micro feed ingre-
dients, vitamin and mineral premixes, and feed 
additives.  We are seeking candidates to join our 
team on both 2nd shift (2:00 pm – 10:30 pm) and 
3rd shift (10:00 pm – 6:30 am).

This position is assigned to operate equipment 
within established guidelines for efficiency, safe-
ty, and product quality along with completing pa-
perwork and/or computer entry as required.  The 
equipment will vary and include manufacturing 
and packaging equipment.

Qualified candidates will have high school diplo-
ma (or equivalent), experience in a manufactur-
ing environment, and be able to work in a quickly 
changing/fast paced environment.  Candidates 
must be able to routinely lift up to 50 lbs. through-
out the shift, climb stairs, ladders, be physically 
active throughout the shift, and work under vari-
ous weather and environmental conditions. Fork-
lift experience is a plus.

Alltech provides the following benefits, effective 
on the first day of employment (except for STD 
and LTD) to employees who have the work ethic 
and commitment to customers, safety, and prod-
uct quality that we are known for:

• Competitive pay rate 
• Annual incentive pay opportunity 
• 2 medical plans and 2 dental plans to select from
• Vision plan
• 401k plan with generous match
• Flexible spending accounts
• Health savings account
• Disability and life insurance 
• Paid holidays and vacations
 
We are an equal opportunity employer and do 
not discriminate against otherwise qualified appli-
cants on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 
ancestry, age, sex, marital status, national origin, 
disability or handicap, or veteran status.

To apply please send resume to employment@
ridleyinc.com or stop in at 1609 1st Ave, Mendota, 
IL 61342 11

24
20

21

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

House for Sale- 
Mendota

1210 Pennsylvania 
Avenue

        Contact:  
309-582-6705

Email: 212fdh@gmail.com

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

2 Bdrm Apt. for 
Rent in Compton
Stove, Refrigerator, 

Water, Sewer & 
Garbage included.

$500.00/Month
Deposit &  

References Required.

Call 815-539-6629
09062021

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )Case
OF THE )No.
ESTATE )21 P
OF )250
LOUISE A.  )
SHERIDAN, )
Deceased. )

CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of LOUISE A. 
SHERIDAN, of Ottawa, 
Illinois.
Letters of Office were 
issued on November 
16, 2021 to MARY 
A. STERCHI, 406-A 
5TH St., Mineral Point, 
WI 53565, as whose 
attorney is David M. 
Kaleel, 806 Jefferson
Street, Mendota, Illinois 
61342.
Claims against the 
estate may be e-filed 
in the Office of the 
Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, LaSalle 
County Courthouse, 
119 W. Madison St., 
Ottawa, IL 61350, or 
with the Independent 
representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the 
first publication of this 
Notice, or if mailing 
or delivery of a Claim 
Notice from the 
Independent Executor 
is required, the date 

stated in that Notice. 
Any claim not filed on or 
before the above stated 
dates is barred.
E-filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions.
To e-file, you must 
first create an account 
with an e-filing service 
provider. Visit
http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/serviceproviders.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service 
provider. If you need 
additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAZ/
gethelp.asp.
Copies of a claim e-filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 
to the Independent 
Executor and to the 
Attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been 
efiled
with the Clerk of Court.
Dated this 17th day of 
November, 2021.
David M. Kaleel
Attorney for Executor
806 Jefferson St.
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5616
kaleel5@frontier.com
Greg Vaccaro
Circuit Clerk-LaSalle 
County Courthouse
119 W. Madison St.,
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 1105 (Nov. 24, Dec. 
1, 8)

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 

issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

For Sale Recliner 
Brown Leather 
Rocking Lazy-Boy 
Good Condition $50.00 
Please Call 815-539-
5948 (11-24-21)

For Sale Garage 
Heater Dyna-Glo 240 
Volts 5,000 Watts Used 
1 Winter Asking $75.00 
Call 417-251-2350 (11-
21-21)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

605 605 
VEHICLES WANTEDVEHICLES WANTED

WANTED: Old Cars, 
Pickups, Unfinished 
Projects, Parts, 
Anything Considered. 
Cash Paid. Call or Text 
815-751-0776. (12-08-
21)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

Mon - Fri: 9-4
Sat: 9-4

Sun: Closed

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE

MOBILE DOG GROOMING

Visit us on Facebook

TREE SERVICE MUFFLERS & BRAKES ELECTRIC

Jim Sloan
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
1008 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Email: jimsloan1@frontier.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 20+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Rebecca McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker

www.tcrealtysales.net
Evening Phone Numbers

Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker 
708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 
815-539-9255

Jami Bauer, Broker 
815-993-7751

Lori Munson, Broker 
815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 

815-200-2233
Richard McConville, 

Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 

815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 

815-228-2842
Ryan Coss, Broker  
815-830-8636

Helping 
people 

find homes 
since 1983. 

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 

Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

Abigail Vaessen, 
Broker 815-508-9715 
Marcia Kosowski,  
Broker 779-423-5947

Helping people find homes since 1983.

607 Sixth St., 
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

MLS #10908570 
3644 E. 5th Rd., North Utica, IL.   

$187,500 
Located outside of Troy Grove. follow Vermillion St. over 
railroad crossing. Home on left side on curve. Unique 

property sits on 3 acres. 3 car garage, swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, fenced yard for small dogs. 3 bedrooms 2 bath, 
lower level family room with fireplace. Mobile home will 

be removed per LaSalle County Zoning. Call.

MLS#11060314 
2372 Cedar Grove Rd., Mendota   

$194,500
Located outside of Troy Grove. follow Vermillion 
St. over railroad crossing. Home on left side on 
curve. Unique property sits on 3 acres. 3 car 

garage, swimming pool, jacuzzi, fenced yard for 
small dogs. 3 bedrooms 2 bath, lower level family 
room with fireplace. Mobile home will be removed 

per LaSalle County Zoning. Call.

MLS# 11037821  306 S. East St 
Earlville $119,000.  Nice 3 bedroom 
home with large eat in sunny 
kitchen. Large deck on back and 
a closed in front porch. Affordable.  
Can close quickly. Call McConville 
Realty

Enjoy your day!

To our valued friends, neighbors and 
customers here in the community, 

go our heartfelt best wishes for 
a joyous and healthy season. We 

deeply appreciate your kindness and 
support. 

Happy Thanksgiving  
from Gloria and Sally

At this special time of year, as we pause to count 
our blessings, we think of the friendship and trust 
customers like you have shown us. Your support 

truly fills us with gratitude, and we hope the 
kindness you’ve shown us comes back to you 

tenfold this holiday season and always.
From all of us at Erbes Realty, LLC

FEATURE
 HOME

Town & Country 
Realty

607 Sixth St., Mendota
815-539-6635

LARGE FAMILY HOME SITUATED ON LARGE LOT. THIS 
PROPERTY IS PERFECT FOR THE BUYER LOOKING FOR 
A HEATED 2 CAR GARAGE/LARGE YARD/3+BEDROOM 

HOME! HOME HAS LOTS OF POTENTIAL!  
CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR PRIVATE SHOWING.
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