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CLIPPER 
HIGHLIGHTS

SUBLETTE  — The 
descendants of Sherman L. 
Hatch were recognized on 
Tuesday, Aug. 17, 2021 at the 
Illinois State Fair Ag Days, 
for retaining ownership of 
their family farm for at least 
150 years.  

The land was originally 
homesteaded in 1837, but 
Hatch’s claim was jumped 
in 1838 while he was back 
in Vermont marrying Miss 
Lucy Brown. He repurchased 
the land from the jumper 
and moved into a cabin at 
what is now very close to 
Woody’s True Value at the 
west end of Woodhaven 
Lakes. Hatch filed his claim 
with the federal government 
in 1845. The family still has 
the original sheepskin deeds 
signed by President Polk. It’s 
that 1845 date that Illinois 
uses to calculate family 
ownership longevity. The 
actual 150-year ownership 
should have been celebrated 
in 1995; Hatch descendants 
are now more than half way 
to their bicentennial recogni-
tion of 176 years of family 
ownership. 

The family traces itself 
through Sherman’s son, 
Charles L. Hatch, then 
through his son, Charles 
B. Hatch. (Charlie to those 
who remember him.) The 
farm then went to Harriet 
Hatch Palmer and now to 
her children, Amy Palmer, 
Heidi Palmer; nephew and 
nieces, Michael Marks, 
Rebecca Marks Rudy, Jo 
Marks; and grandson Dalton 

Hatch Family Farm recognized by state of Illinois

Grossmann. Dalton’s chil-
dren represent the seventh 
generation.

What is especially unique 
is that starting with Charles 
B. Hatch, generations of the 
same Dinges family have 
continued to farm the land 
with the Hatchs. Starting with 
Leslie (Leddie) Dinges, then 
his son, Delmar Dinges, who 
remembers starting around 
1949, very near the centen-
nial year, to his youngest 
brother, Tom Dinges, and 
Tom’s son, Dean Dinges.

The original home built 
in 1852 came down in 2005 
but the barn, complete with 

whole tree supports, still 
stands. It is a testament to 
the quality workmanship 
put into it.

The event held in Spring-
field in August was held out-
side due to COVID concerns 
and was larger than usual 
because it was recognizing 
families for the 2020 and 
2021 achievements.

Other Lee County farm 
families honored this year 
include the Deutsch, Fried-
richs, Langford, Montavon, 
Schlesinger and Shippert 
families for 100 years. Hatch 
and Montavon families rep-
resented Lee County for 150 

years.
On a fun note, Amy Palm-

er got a text during the event 
from a farming neighbor 
asking if she was there. 
Turns out Deb Roemmich 
Schultz, President of the 
IL Agri-Women, was in the 
crowd as part of the ceremo-
nies and had recognized the 
family name in the published 
directory.

Maintaining a family farm 

legacy can be a difficult and, 
at times, heart wrenching 
process. If there are multiple 
family members who want to 
stay, are the proceeds large 
enough to support everyone? 
Escalating farmland prices 
are often a motivation for 
family members to want to 
cash out and end their attach-
ment to their land. 

In February 2020, Country 
Financial Services offered a 

program to help local farm 
families to address those con-
cerns. It’s that framework that 
the Hatch descendants are 
using to assure a continuing 
family farm legacy.  

Recently, Amy Palmer 
returned, after a 50-year ab-
sence, to the Charles L. Hatch 
farmstead that had been her 
girlhood home.  

“It’s good to be home,” 
Palmer said.

Pictured from left to right, Kelsi Kessler, Miss IL County 
Fair Queen, Maxine Grossmann (peering at the sign), 
Luke Grossmann, Charlotte Grossmann, Heidi Palmer 
(behind Charlotte), Amy Palmer, Millie Grossmann, 
Dalton Grossman, and Jerry Costello II, Illinois Director 
of Agriculture.

Photo submitted

The original home built in 1852 came down in 2005 but the barn, complete with whole 
tree supports, still stands. It is a testament to the quality workmanship put into it.

Photo submitted

In a contest with 10 teams present, the Amboy FFA 
Agronomy team finished first place overall as a team at the 
Section 2 Agronomy contest Wednesday night in Rochelle. 
The contest consisted of 5 different areas of agronomy. The 
contest includes tests over weed and crop plants as well 
as farm equipment and insects. Finally, the team judged 
grain rings. Individual placings include the following: first 
Landon Whelchel, third Alexa Morris, fifth Luke Corcoran, 
sixth Brysen Full, seventh Dillon Merriman, eighth Alainie 
Wittenauer, ninth Caleb Shugars, 10th Kenley Wilson, 
11th Adrian Mimini, 12th Jarrett Althaus, 13th Karagen 
Welch, and 15th Carson Barlow. That is a total of 12 Amboy 
students in the top 15 placings for the entire event, way to 
go Agronomy team.

Photo submitted

FIRST PLACE FINISH

SUBLETTE — The American FFA Degree is the highest 
honor a FFA member can achieve. It is referred to as “the gold 
standard” because it is awarded to members who show the 
utmost dedication to their community and chapter, displayed 
proficient leadership abilities, and invested time into their 
supervised agriculture experience (SAE) totally in $10,000 
earned and $7,500 productively invested, or productively 
invested $2,500 and worked 2,250 hours. 

The Amboy FFA Chapter added two more members to their 
list of American Degree recipients at the 94th National FFA 
Convention this past October. Sublette natives and Amboy 
FFA Alumnae Ashley Althaus and Margaret Vaessen were the 
14th and 15th members in Amboy FFA history that received 
this great honor. Ashley’s SAE was Agriculture Education 
and Grain Production and Margaret participated in the Food 
Service SAE and Agriculture Services SAE. 

Additionally, the National FFA Convention posed a new 
opportunity for Margaret as well. Margaret was selected as 
one of the nine individuals to serve on the Nominating Com-
mittee for National FFA. There, she interviewed, observed, 
selected, and slated the next six National FFA Officers that 
will take a year off school to travel the country advocating 
for the FFA and agriculture industry. 

Pictured left to right, Ashley Althaus and Margaret 
Vaessen.

Photo submitted

Althaus, Vaessen 
honored at convention 

COOKING FOR THE KIDS
Shell Express Lane in Amboy hosted a Thanksgiving Meal to Help Raise Money for the 

Lee County Shop With A Sheriff Program on Friday, Nov. 19. All proceeds and donation will 
go to benefit the Shop With A Sheriff Program. Pictured above, Shell Express Lane employees 
Tabitha, Sonya, Breanna and Renee show off the meal to Lee County Deputy Kyle Kellen.

Tonja Greenfield/Amboy News

DON’T MISS AN 
ISSUE!!!!

Have you 
recently 
moved? 
Are you 

planning a 
move?

Don’t forget 
to call the 

Amboy 
News and 

let us know 
your new 
mailing 

address. 
Unless you 
call us your 

subscription 
will not 

follow you 
to your new/
temporary 
address.
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The Village of Sublette Businesses 
welcome you to shop, dine and  

celebrate close to home this Holiday 
season! When you spend your  
dollars with locally owned and  

   operated businesses, you also help 
support our area’s economic growth 

and vitality, making it a great place to 
call home for the holidays and all year!

DINGES FIRE COMPANYDINGES FIRE COMPANY
Season’s Greetings

(815) 857-2000
www.dingesfire.com

PIONEER STATE BANKPIONEER STATE BANK
137 South Main St. • Earlville 

• (815) 246-8411
235 Chicago Rd. • Paw Paw • 

(815) 627-2651
303 S. Pennsylvania Ave
Sublette • (815) 849-5242

3 E. Woodhaven Drive
Sublette • (815) 849-5918

MEMBER FDIC

VAESSEN BROS. VAESSEN BROS. 
CHEVROLET, INC.CHEVROLET, INC.

Merry Christmas & A Happy 
New Year

Hwy. 52,  Sublette 
(815) 849-5232

www.vaessenbrothers.com

HANSON DRAINAGE HANSON DRAINAGE 
SOLUTIONSSOLUTIONS

Sublette • (630) 330-7829

MENDOTA HILLS MENDOTA HILLS 
CAMPGROUNDCAMPGROUND
642 US 52, Amboy 

(815) 849-5930

KEVIN’S CATERINGKEVIN’S CATERING
Kevin & Julie Malach 

(owners)
(815) 849-5114

BONNELL’S GENERAL BONNELL’S GENERAL 
STORE, INC.STORE, INC.

200 N. Reeve St,  Sublette
Happy Holidays!

ELLIE RAE’S BOUTIQUEELLIE RAE’S BOUTIQUE
In the Village Mall

Wishes you a Happy Holiday

COUNTRY VILLAGE COUNTRY VILLAGE 
MEATSMEATS

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!

Call now to order your Prime 
Rib or Hickory
Smoked Ham
(815) 849-5532

ERBES REALTY, LLC.ERBES REALTY, LLC.
1922 Tower Rd, Sublette  

(815) 535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

SUDS YER DUDSSUDS YER DUDS
In The Alley

100 S. Front St., Sublette

LA FIESTALA FIESTA
107 W. Main St., Sublette  

(815) 849-9224
Daily Specials Available!

WOODHAVEN LAKES WOODHAVEN LAKES 
REALTYREALTY

May your home be filled 
With an abundance of

Peace & Joy This Holiday 
Season!

815-849-5476

FURNITURE OVERLOADFURNITURE OVERLOAD
Happy Holidays!

100 S. Front St., Sublette

LOCAL CUP & CAKELOCAL CUP & CAKE
South Front St., Sublette

G. KLEIN G. KLEIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO.CONSTRUCTION CO.

Sublette
Merry Christmas & Happy 

New Year

LEFFELMAN LEFFELMAN 
AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

301 N. Richmond St., 
Sublette • (815) 849-5171

DON J. DINGESDON J. DINGES
Signs, Truck Lettering & 

Barn Quilts
Sublette • (815) 849-5582

SUBLETTE SUBLETTE 
MECHANICALMECHANICAL

2025 Sublette Rd., Sublette 
(815) 849-5223

SUBLETTE FARMERS SUBLETTE FARMERS 
ELEVATOR COELEVATOR CO

100 W Main St., Sublette  
(815) 849-5222

LEFFELMAN & LEFFELMAN & 
ASSOCIATESASSOCIATES

111 W Main St., Sublette  
(815) 849-5219

WOODY TRUE VALUE WOODY TRUE VALUE 
HARDWARE STOREHARDWARE STORE

1802 Sublette Rd.,Sublette  
(815) 849-5107

SUBLETTE COLLISION SUBLETTE COLLISION 
CENTERCENTER

Autobody Services at 
affordable prices

We are the Best of a Bad 
Situation

(815) 849-9090

GREEN RIVER OAKS GREEN RIVER OAKS 
RESORTRESORT

Happy Holidays!
815-857-2815

DYNO DEAN MOWINGDYNO DEAN MOWING
815-440-8461

Season’s Greetings!

SUBLETTE BPSUBLETTE BP
779-245-5399 • Route 52

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!

MAIN STREET REPAIRMAIN STREET REPAIR
205 Main St., Sublette 

815-849-5225

WOODHAVEN LAKES WOODHAVEN LAKES 
ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION
Happy Holidays!

509 LaMoille Rd., Sublette  
815-849-5209

HD SEED HD SEED 
BECK’S SEEDSBECK’S SEEDS

203  N. Front St., Sublette  
779-348-1149

ROUTE 52 ROADHOUSEROUTE 52 ROADHOUSE
101 N Pennsylvania Ave., 

Sublette
815-849-9999

VAESSEN IMPLEMENT VAESSEN IMPLEMENT 
REPAIRREPAIR

542 US Route 52 • Sublette
815-849-9010 

ROEMMICH RESORT ROEMMICH RESORT 
HOMESHOMES

1867 Tower Road • Sublette
815-849-5577 

ROD PIONEER SALESROD PIONEER SALES
463 Inlet Road • Sublette

815-849-5700 

PINE VIEW PINE VIEW 
CAMPGROUNDCAMPGROUND

Sleepy Hollow Road  
Sublette

“All Good In The Woods”
815-857-3964

RV DOCTORRV DOCTOR
1914 Tower Road • Sublette

815-849-5924

SUBLETTE SALOONSUBLETTE SALOON
1831 Tower Road • Sublette

815-849-5470

HENKEL SEEDSHENKEL SEEDS
Cedar Grove Road • Sublette 

(Henkel)

SUBLETTE TRUCKING SUBLETTE TRUCKING 
COMPANY INC.COMPANY INC.

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year

SHADY OAKS COUNTRY SHADY OAKS COUNTRY 
CLUBCLUB

577 US Highway 52 
Sublette

815-849-5424
www.shadyoakscc.com
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Wishing you a Happy Holiday 
and a joyful New Year.

Best wishes from your friends 
at

Sublette 815-849-5242

Woodhaven 815-849-5918

Proud sponsor  Proud sponsor  
of this year’s  of this year’s  

Sublette Christmas  Sublette Christmas  
In The Village Horse  In The Village Horse  
and Carriage Rides  and Carriage Rides  
on Thursday, Dec. 2, on Thursday, Dec. 2, 

from 6 - 8 p.m.from 6 - 8 p.m.

www.pioneerstatebank.com
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PHONE 849-5232    1(800) 227-5203 www.vaessenbrothers.comwww.vaessenbrothers.com
11242021

• Neal • Greg • Jeff
• Nick • Brenda

• Gary • Dan • Dorian 
• Kourtney • Brian 

• Cody • Buddy 
• Logan • Trevor
• Scott • Caden

There’s No Place Like 
Home For The Holidays

See Us For ALL Your Real Estate Needs

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL 61367
815-535-6295

Sublette Christmas in the Village 
Thursday, Dec. 2

The Village of Sublette will ring 
in the holidays during its annual 
Christmas Walk, “Christmas in 

the Village,” from 6 – 8 p.m., on Thursday, 
Dec. 2. The Christmas Walk committee 
promises something for the whole family.

A craft and vendor show will be held 
at 6 p.m. at La Fiesta Restaurant and in 
the Ellice Dinges Center. There will be 
a large variety of vendors that can fulfill 
your holiday shopping needs.  

The evening’s festivities will continue 
with the official lighting of the village 
Christmas tree at 6 p.m., by Santa Claus, 
then he will head to his headquarters in the 
Ellice Dinges Center to greet the children 
with cookies and treat bags.

Carolers will be spreading Christmas 
cheer in the Ellice Dinges Center.

Downtown Sublette businesses will be 
open for all your shopping and refresh-
ment needs.

Leffelman & Associates will be open 
and host a face painter, so your kids can 
become anything they want for the night.

Main Street Repair will host Enchanted 
Memory Photography who will be taking 
photos of your kids and family. 

Grace Fellowship Church will be 
hosting activities in the church.

The committee is collecting winter 
coats, hats and gloves for kids. To do-
nate, call Julie at 815-440-4689 or Grace 
Fellowship Church.

“Christmas in the Village” is always 
the highlight of the Christmas season in 
Sublette. Families are invited to come 
and enjoy a festive evening.

Closed Monday | Tuesday-Friday 6:30am - 2pm 
Saturday and Sunday 8am - 2pm

12012021

Wishing You Happy Holidays Wishing You Happy Holidays 
and a Joyful New Yearand a Joyful New Year
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The Amboy 
Fire Protection 

District is 
accepting 
canned or 
boxed food 

item donations 
through 

Dec 10th for 
their annual 

Christmas Food 
Baskets.

Donations may be dropped off: 
Amboy Fire Department, 25 N East Avenue, 

Monday  - Friday 8 am - 5 pm
Dinges Fire, Main Street

Arrangement for pick-up can also be made for 
larger donations by calling 815-857-2325.

Monetary donations are also being accepted.
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Nov. 26
Walleye

Saturday, Nov. 27 
Cookout Night!

Ribeye or Chops served with potato,  

vegetable, homemade salad bar and dessert

(serving full menu both nights)

Black Out Wednesday Nov. 24

Karaoke/DJ Charles

8 pm - Midnight

Serving Wings and Full Menu 5-8:30 pm

Happy Thanksgiving from Our Family To Yours

11222021

Powers Auction Service  Taking Consignments:
101 E Murray ST Browntown WI 53522  Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Office (608) 439-5761 – Mike Powers (608) 214-5761                     Saturday: By Appointment Until Dec.

STATELINE AUCTIONS
Large 2 Day Auction: 

December 29th & 30th
Southern Wisconsin’s Premier Auction Yard Located: 110 E Murray St Browntown WI 53522 

Farm Equipment – Tractors – Implements – Harvest Equipment – Combines 
 Heads – Skid Loaders – Excavators - Dozers – Cranes – Attachments

Trucks & Trailers – Lawn & Garden – Outdoor Powersports – Ext. 
Consign Early For Maximum Exposure!

Live and Online Bidding Available Both Days! Don’t Miss Out On A Great Opportunity To Buy & Sell
WWW.POWERSAUCTION.COM

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

We thank you for trusting us to look after who and 
what you love. Enjoy a memorable Thanksgiving with 
all that matters most to you and yours.  
Trust in Tomorrow.®

OUR FAMILY 
PROTECTING  
YOUR FAMILY

YOUR FAITH IN US
OUR THANKS FOR YOU

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476
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123 S. Mason Ave., Amboy $98,900
This listing offers a lovely 3 bedroom home with a large screened in front porch. The 
spacious living and dining room will certainly offer plenty of space for hosting holiday 
dinners! The attic could be turned into a 4th bedroom with a little work. The fenced 

in back yard is private and a perfect spot to enjoy a campfire and some s’mores. So 
much character to this lovely one of a kind home. Call for a showing today.

Justin Wiley, 
Realtor/Broker
815-849-5476, ext 165

Bonita Willis, Designated Managing Broker

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
We will be thanking everyone who donated and helped 

in next week’s edition.  
Our free after-school program for third - eighth grade 

began Tuesday, Sept. 7 from 3:30-5 p.m.  Like last school 
year, we are only taking a set amount. You must have your 
child or children pre-registered prior to coming. If you are 
interested in having them attend, please call 815-857-4800.  

Aerobics
Open to the public: Anyone is invited to gather at Teen 

Turf on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. for group 
chair exercises and walking. They have a great time together.  

Thank You’s  
We are always grateful when the community helpful: 

Walton Fest Committee for their monetary donation; Donna 
Wellman for the Bingo money for the kids on early out; Lar-
ry Piper for doing the cans and everyone who brings them; 
Colleen and David Anderson for their monetary donation; 
Molly Hassmane and Sandy Draper for their help with the 
wreaths and bringing cookies; Sandy Draper for her mone-
tary donation in memory of her mother; Carolyn Leake for 
her monetary donation; Immanuel Lutheran Church for the 
various items and Karen Shultz for delivering them.  

Needs
Fresh Fruit
Final Word
Thanksgiving-
For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter of the night,
For health and food,
For love and friends,
For everything thy goodness sends.
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 
services available.

DIXON-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 12:30 to 5:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 30, 
at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 506 W. Third.  Call the 
Red Cross at 800-733-2767 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

AMBOY-The U of I 
Extension will host the 
Four Seasons Horticulture 
Webinar, “Tree Root Collar 
Disorders”, at 1:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Nov. 30. Registra-
tion is required for this Zoom 
class. Register  online at 
go.illinois.edu/fourseasons.

AMBOY-The U of I 
Extension will host Online 
4-H Officer Training for all 
current officers and those 
interested in holding an office 
in the future at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 30. Register 
online at: go.illinois.edu/
CLW4Hofficertraining.

SUBLETTE-Christmas 
in the Village will be held 
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Dec. 2, in downtown 
Sublette.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy committee meet-
ings will be held at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 6, at the 
Community Center, 280 W. 
Wasson Rd.

DIXON-The Lee County 
Health Department and Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health will hold a Walk-in 
Covid Vaccine Clinic from 3 
to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
8, at the Dixon Elks Club, 
1279 Franklin Grove Rd. 
This clinic has vaccines for 

first shots, second shots and 
boosters. Call 815-284-3371 
for more information.

MAY TWP-The May 
Township meeting will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 8, at the township 
maintenance building.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Township meeting will be 

held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, at the township build-
ing, 106 S. Prospect.

AMBOY-The 2021 Am-
boy Hometown Christmas 
Walk will be held from 4 to 
7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 11, 
throughout Amboy. See the 
listing on the Holiday Hap-
penings on B8 of this issue.

IDPH recommends COVID vaccine 
booster doses for all eligible individuals

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH), 
following the Food and Drug Admin-
istration’s decision to open COVID-19 
booster shots to all, is recommend-
ing anyone 18 years and older get a 
COVID-19 vaccine booster dose six 
months after receiving their second 
Moderna or Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, or 
two months after receiving the one-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

“For continued, ongoing protection, 
we are urging everyone who is eligible 
to get a booster dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine to get one,” said IDPH Director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike.  “Scientific and medical 
experts have reviewed the data and found 
booster doses are beneficial.  While we 
need more people who are completely 

unvaccinated to get their first doses, we 
cannot risk losing some of the protection 
the vaccines have already provided due 
to waning immunity.” 

Early data show that the vaccines 
effectiveness against COVID-19 in-
fections is decreasing over time.  The 
lower effectiveness is likely due to the 
combination of decreasing protection as 
time passes since getting vaccinated, as 
well as the greater infectiousness of the 
Delta variant.  Getting a booster shot is 
not uncommon. 

This happens every year with sea-
sonal flu vaccine.

While you should get the same type 
of vaccine for both your first and sec-
ond doses, the CDC has said mix and 
matching vaccines for booster shots is 

allowed.  
For example, if you received two 

doses of the Moderna vaccine, you may 
opt to get a Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for 
your booster dose.  Or if you received 
the one-dose Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine, you may choose Moderna for your 
booster dose.  

You just need to wait 6 months after 
your second dose of Pfizer-BioNTech 
or Moderna, or 2 months after your one 
dose of Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

Individuals can contact their health 
care provider or visit www.vaccines.
gov to find a nearby location to receive 
a booster dose.  People who have ques-
tions about vaccines and booster doses 
can call the COVID-19 Call Center at 
1-833-621-1284.

SPRINGFIELD — Thanksgiving is the leading day for 
home fires involving cooking equipment, with four times the 
average number occurring. Ranges and cook-tops account for 
almost three out of every five home fires reported involving 
cooking, with ovens accounting for 13 percent of those fires. 
According to the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA), each year 
from 2017 to 2019, an estimated average of 2,300 residential 
building fires were reported to fire departments in the U.S. on 
Thanksgiving Day. These fires caused an estimated annual 
average of 5 deaths, 25 injuries and $26 million in property 
loss. U.S. fire departments respond to an average of 166,100 
home fires per year involving cooking equipment.

“Thanksgiving has arrived and that means many people will 
be working overtime in their kitchens. I encourage everyone 
to check to make sure your cooking equipment is working 
properly and call a professional to fix them if needed,” said 
State Fire Marshal Matt Perez. “By following a few simple 
fire safety tips, your holiday will be enjoyable and free from 
a fire related incident.”

“Anytime food and flames are involved, we must always 
remember that fire safety is important. While deep-frying 
a turkey may add irresistible flavor, and juiciness to your 
Thanksgiving menu there is also the potential of fire and 
serious injury when doing so,” said Chicago Fire Commis-
sioner Annette Nance-Holt.

Here are some tips to keep in mind when preparing food, 
not just during the holiday season but all year.

• Never leave food that you are frying, boiling, grilling 
or broiling unattended! If you leave the kitchen, even for a 
short amount of time, turn off the stove.

• Frying a Turkey has become more popular in recent years.
o Make sure to not overfill oil in the fryer. Fill the pot 

you plan to use to fry the turkey with water and place the 
turkey in. This will help to determine how much oil is needed 
without causing oil to spill out when you are ready to fry, 
which could lead to a fire.

o Use the turkey fryer outdoors ONLY!
o Make sure the turkey is completely thawed before frying.
o Use long cooking gloves that protect hands and arms 

when you handle the pot!
• Create a “Kid Free Zone” of at least three feet around 

the stove or anywhere you are preparing hot food or drinks. 
• Keep the area around the stove clear of towels, papers, 

potholders or anything that can burn
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check 

it regularly, remain in the home while food is cooking, and 
use a timer to remind you when food is ready. 

• If there is a fire in the oven, keep the door shut and turn 
off the heat.

• Smother small flames in a pan by sliding a lid over the 
pan. Turn off the burner and leave the lid over the pan while 
it cools. 

• If you have any doubt fighting a small fire, just get out! 
Call 9-1-1 or your emergency number from outside the home.

State Fire Marshal promotes safe 
cooking habits for Thanksgiving
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OBITUARIES/LOCAL NEWS
OBITUARIES

Diane M. Eisenberg
May 6, 1971 - Nov. 15, 2021

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

1005000.1

ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Stop here for great rates with 
Americaʼs #1 car insurance company.
Give me a call today.

Ronald William Laws
July 6, 1940 - Nov. 17, 2021

Mary Jeanne Fanelli
July 2, 1930 - Nov. 8, 2021

HARKER HEIGHTS, 
Texas — Diane M. Eisen-
berg, 50, died Monday, Nov. 
15, 2021 at the home in Har-
ker Heights, Texas. 

She was born May 6, 
1971 in Dixon, the daugh-
ter of Ralph “Rocky” and 
Wendy (Harris) Eisenberg. 
Diane had been a realtor with 
Woodhaven Lakes Realty. 
She hoped to one day be a 
snow bird to the place she 
enjoyed so dearly. She had a 
deep love of horses starting 
from her race track days, to 
now being in Heaven with 
her Pretty Boy Floyd. 

She is preceded in death 
by her father and her aunt, 

Lil Eisenberg. 
Diane is survived by her 

children, Carissa (Charles) 
King, Caylee (Donny) Ray 
and Cami Eisenberg, all of 
Harker Heights; her mother, 
Wendy Eisenberg, of Byron; 
one brother, Philip Eisen-
berg, of Machesney Park; 
two sisters, Valerie (James) 
Kidd, of Machesney Park, 
and Sheila (Kevin) Colloton, 
of Byron; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

Visitation was held from 
2 – 3 p.m., on Sunday, Nov. 
21, 2021, at the Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home in Amboy. A 
Family service will follow the 
visitation at the Mihm-Jones 

Funeral Home in Amboy.  
Online condolences can be 
left at www.thejonesfh.com.

BELVIDERE — Ronald 
William Laws, 81, of Bel-
videre, died Nov. 17, 2021, 
in Belvidere, in his home, 
surrounded by family and 
friends. 

He was born July 6, 1940, 
in Amboy, son to William 
J. and Irma Grace (Petti-
crew) Laws. He graduated 
high school and married his 
sweetheart, Sharonne Ann 
Haley June 15, 1963, in 
Amboy and served in the 
Army as a Wheeled and 
Track Vehicle Mechanic. In 
April 1964 he was assigned 
to the 2nd Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, Troop D, 1st Cav 
Reconnaissance Squadron 
in Germany. Ronald was 
a former Baptist and con-
verted to Catholicism and 
attended St. Patrick Parish in 
Amboy. He belonged to the 
Flora Grange, Boone County 
Pomna Grange, UAW Local 
1268, National Independent 
Concessionaires Association 
“NICA,” International Inde-
pendent Showmen’s Associ-
ation “ISSA,” and The Loyal 
Order of Moose in Belvidere. 
He enjoyed working over-
time at Chrysler, traveling 
to Florida during the winter, 

and making money with their 
Concessions Food stand at 
The Boone County Fair.

Ronald is loved and will 
be dearly missed by his 
wife, Sharonne; sons, Phillip 
(Candy) Laws, of Belvidere 
and Brian (Suzan) Laws, of 
South Beloit; sister, Lanieta 
(Laws) Stiles, of Dixon; 
grandchildren, Matthew, 
Megan, Alexander (Hannah) 
Katelyn, Abigail and Sarah 
Laws; step- grandchildren, 
James and Samantha Thibo-
deault; great-grandchildren, 
Violet and Rose Laws; and 
step-great-grandchildren, 
Cole Thibodeault.

He is preceded in death by 
his father, William J. Laws, 
on Dec. 14, 1998; mother, 
Irma Grace (Petticrew) Laws, 
on Dec. 23, 1969; sister, 
Faye E. (Laws) (Chesley) 
Leffelman, on April 2, 2013; 
brother-in-law Ronald G. 
Chelsey, on Nov. 7, 199; 
brother-in-law, Eugene A. 
“Gene” Leffelman, March 1, 
2021; brother- in-law, John 
Stiles, April 7, 2020; and 
beloved family dogs, Laddy, 
Lobo, Sandy and Maxine.

Visitation will be from 6 
to 8 p.m., Monday, Nov. 22, 

2021, at Anderson Funeral 
and Cremation Services, 218 
W. Hurlbut Ave., Belvidere. 
A funeral service will be at 11 
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 23 at the 
Funeral Home. Rev. Brian 
Geary will officiate. Burial 
at Belvidere Cemetery. The 
family would also like to give 
a special thanks to caregiver, 
Shelly Nordmoe Gardono. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials to The Boone County 
Fairgrounds. 

To light a candle or share 
a memory, please visit www.
AndersonFCS.com/Obitu-
aries. 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — 
Mary Jeanne Fanelli died on 
Nov. 8, 2021, in Memphis, 
Tennessee after an extended 
illness.  

She was born on July 2, 
1930, and attended St. Anne 
grade school and Amboy 
High School before earning 
her BS from Illinois State 

and a Master’s degree from 
Iowa State. She worked at 
the University of California 
at Davis for over 40 years 
as a research assistant and 
teaching veterinary students.  

Mary Jeanne was preced-
ed in death by parents, Ralph 
and Helen Fanelli; brother, 
John Fanelli; and sisters, 

Frances Dunphy, Helen Hun-
saker and Carolyn Fauble.  

She is survived by sister, 
Janet Fanelli Hinrichs, of 
Memphis; and many nieces 
and nephews.  Interment will 
be in the spring in St. Patrick’s 
cemetery in Amboy. 

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

AMBOY — Amboy Civic 
Organization members and 
their guests will enjoy their 
Christmas Party starting at 
6 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 7, at 
the Long Branch Saloon. 
Two for the Show, aka Les 

Wilson and Jeff Kromer, 
will entertain us with their 
musical talents. Attendees 
will be able to order dinner 
from limited selections on the 
regular Long Branch menu 
and will be responsible for 

their own bills.
If you are an A.C.O. mem-

ber planning to attend and 
have not contacted Christine 
Noble to reserve a seat, please 
call 815-857-3963.

A.C.O. to host Christmas Party Dec 7

Email news items to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

AMBOY — Save the Date - the Amboy 
CUSD #272 is inviting the public to tour the 
new Amboy Junior High and High School 
additions from 5 – 7 p.m., on Friday, Dec. 17. 

The school is located at Hawley and Metcalf. 
More information will be announced closer 
to the date.

Tour of school planned for Dec. 17

Ann Kathryn Montavon
June 22, 1959 - Nov. 20, 2021

DIXON — Ann Kathryn 
Montavon, 62, of Dixon, died 
Saturday, Nov. 20, 2021 at 
her home. 

She was born June 22, 
1959, in Dixon the daughter 
of Richard and Joyce (Nau-
man) Montavon.

She was preceded in death 
by her mother, Joyce.

Ann is survived by her 
father, Richard; siblings, 
Kathleen Rosignal, of Dixon, 
Julia (Tim) Langan, of Peo-
ria, Richard “Dick” (Susan) 
Montavon, Jr., of Oregon, 
Sara (John) Stimac, of East 

Alton; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Loved Her: Father we en-
trust our sister to your mercy. 
You loved her greatly in this 
life; now that she is free from 
all its cares, give her happi-
ness and peace forever. Wel-
come her now into paradise 
where there will be no more 
sorrow, no more weeping or 
pain, but only peace and joy 
with Jesus your Son, and the 
Holy Spirit for ever and ever.

The family would like to 
express our most sincere grat-
itude to the staff of Kreider 

Services for their loving care 
of Ann. Their devotion over 
the years was above and 
beyond.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be on Wednesday, Nov. 
23, 2021 at St Anne Catholic 
Church in Dixon at 10:30 
a.m. with the Rev. Timothy 
Draper officiating. Burial will 
follow at St Patrick Cemetery 
in Amboy. 

Arrangements by the 
Jones Funeral Home in 
Dixon. 

Online condolences can be 
left at www.thejonesfh.com.
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

The Silent Slave

INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

PRINTING SERVICESREAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

815-849-5476

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

PRINTING SERVICES

In Gayl Jones’s “Palmares” (2021), the grandmother 
of the young narrator Almeydita admonishes her, “We 
may be slaves, but we don’t have to be slaves.” Silence 

in such a world is the safest mode of expression, certainly 
in a place where to talk back is to court death. The place is a 
plantation in colonial Brazil in the 1690’s. Almeydita’s refrain 
throughout this sprawling novel is “I said nothing.” Which 
makes her an ideal observer, yet she is also an enchantress 
who relates her dreams and reveries without alerting us that 
we have left reality. Confusion abetted by a huge cast of 
characters with Portuguese names makes the 502-page novel 
nearly unreadable.  

In an experiment to prove that slaves were teachable, a 
Catholic priest named Father Tollinare teaches Almeydita and 
other children to read. Misfortune befalls her family when her 
grandmother is incarcerated in an insane asylum for slaves 
(she later escapes) and Almeydita’s mother is sold. Alone and 
enslaved to a Polish cobbler, Almeydita embarks on a search 
for Palmares, the legendary city of liberated Black slaves. 
(Established in 1600 and destroyed in 1694, Palmares, was 
the oldest and most famous of the “quilombos,” the Brazilian 
rural settlements founded by African slaves.)  

In Palmares, Almeyda marries a Muslim warrior named 
Martim Anninho. Unlike most male characters, he treats 
Almeyda with respect. Palmares is a monarchy where the 
king is considered divine. Slaves are not uncommon in the 
city and the punishment for desertion is severe. Before com-
ing to Palmares, a friend explains, “A slave catches a slave. 
That is how one buys his freedom.” Rumors abound that the 
Brazilian army is on the march to Palmares. Jones declines 
to present the battle. Instead, Almeyda wakes up in a cave 
in a haze of excruciating pain. Her breasts were lopped off. 
Once she heals, Almeyda commences her odyssey in search 
of her husband and a new Palmares.

She travels mostly alone, but for a time when her friend 
Mauritia, a free, rather ill-tempered Black woman, joins her, 
and later when she is mentored by the mystic Luiza Cosme. 
Though she passes through many dangers, including navigat-
ing accusations of witchcraft, and meets a large assortment 
of strangers such as Black witches, Amazonian women with 
wives, Jews and Christians, a pretentious female English 
journalist and a prurient Dutch painter, Almeyda’s journey 
is not much of an adventure. 

One critic credits Jones for “changing Black literature 
forever” in the 1970’s. Sad to say that every time when 
passions, brutal or delectable, flare up, Jones damps down 
hard. She wrote “Palmares” some forty years ago. Now 71, 
she has decided to self-publish it. It reads as if she could not 
resist including everything she ever put into the book for 
forty years, but not what could have given it life.

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com

AMBOY — Amboy Junior High 
announces its first quarter honor roll.

Eighth Grade Highest Honors
Grace Althaus, Myla Davis, Kiera 

Karlson, and Ellie McLaughlin
Seventh Grade Highest Honors

Callan Christoffersen, Aaron Cost-
ner, Lainey Davis, Jacob Dinges, Ty 
Florschuetz, Liliann Leffelman, Jose 
Lopez, Gage Mumm, Henry Nichols, 
Chloe Vaupel, Tanner Welch, and Au-
brey Wells

Sixth Grade Highest Honors
Addison Blaine, Hailey Cagle, 

Landon Carter, Madelyn Clarida, Bryson 
Deery, Faith Fenwick, Jason Hemmen, 
Henry Klein, Grady McLaughlin, and 
Aarav Patel

Fifth Grade Highest Honors
Jacie Blaine, Mallory Bodmer, Owen 

Dallam Erika Decker, Jake Gossage, 
Landen Jackson, Isabelle Klein, Adelynn 
Kreiser, Sydney Noble, Scarlett Payne, 
Charlie Schoenholz, Hannah Shoemak-
er, Anthony Sus, Cooper Welch, Parker 
Williams, and Parker Zimmerly

Eighth Grade High Honors
Molly Hassler, Victor Lopez-Bel-

montes, Micah Miller, Samantha Nau-
man, Stephanie Nave, Peyton Payne, 
Brayden Phalen, Bradley Schmidt, and 
Brittlyn Whitman

Seventh Grade High Honors
Haylee Albee, Madison Althaus, 

Kylee Anderson, Alexis Davis Jason 
Dickinson James Eisenberg, Bryar Full, 
Lane Goff, Andrew Hummel, Leighton 
Gulley, Caiden Heath, Madisyn Heath, 
Chase Huggins, Hayden Hunsberger 
Liam Ketchum, Morgan Kreiser, Hope 
Lauzon, Anthony Linder, Colt McCoy, 
and Alexa McKendry

Sixth Grade High Honors
Owen Althaus, Channing Bellows, 

Damian Bender, Brian Clements, Ayla 
Costner, Bella Daly, Gianna Dempsey, 
Kylee Grotzinger, Kilah Helm, Caylee 
Hummel, Ethan Lewis, Tyler Mahar, 
Gabrielle Miller, Ella Noble, Charlotte 
Patterson, Teagan Payne, Chase Ras-
mussen, Aden Spinelli, Abel Valdez, 
Sydney Whelchel, Tinley Whitney, 
Kaylee Zimmerman

Fifth Grade High Honors
Travarius Briar, Addison Bump, 

Laci Daniels, Leah Dempsey, Owen 

Eisenberg, Sophya Fonderoli, Seeley 
Goff, Ian Hassler, Joivvee Hirsch, Mason 
Morris, Camryn Noble, Brock Olson, 
Hayden Thomas, Shawn Thompson, 
Hannah Whitman, Jaron Wittenauer, 
Estella Zambrano

Eighth Grade Honors
Jack Cline, Matthew Farrar, Saman-

tha Hummel, Tucker McCoy, Chase 
Montavon, Ezra Parker, Emilie Reed-
Dempsey, Landon Roath, Eriannah 
Wade, Alyvia Whelchel, Cooper Whit-
ney, Isabella Yanos, Tristan Zellhofer

Seventh Grade Honors
Janella Gallagher, Carli Grennan, 

Magadalena Keene, Jaxon Lancaste, 
Gavin Nichols, Caiden Noble, Isabella 
Rosentreter, Trevor Stenzel, and Alex-
ander Wittenauer

Sixth Grade Honors
Amylia Bump, Jayce Hermeyer, 

Michael Hood, Lila Rieskamp, and 
Kahne Skibbe

Fifth Grade Honors
Brynleigh Payne, Kinsley Pogue, and 

Jasmine Rhodenbaugh

Amboy Junior High announces 
its first quarter honor roll

ROCKFORD — “Won’t you ride 
along with me?” Daniel Tiger and all 
his friends from the beloved Emmy 
Award-winning PBS KIDS television 
series are hopping back aboard Trolley 
for DANIEL TIGER’S NEIGHBOR-
HOOD LIVE! coming to the Coronado 
Performing Arts Center on Wednesday, 
March 2, 2022 at 6:30p.m. Tickets 
(starting at $27.75 plus service fees) 
go on-sale Friday, Nov. 19 at 10 a.m. 
on Ticketmaster.com, in-person at the 
BMO Harris Bank Center box office and 
Coronado PAC box office and by phone 
at 815-968-5222. A limited number of 
VIP tickets that include a post-show 
photo with Daniel Tiger will also be 
available.

In this whimsical, family-friendly 
theatrical event, Daniel Tiger and his 
family and friends take audiences on 
an interactive and exciting adventure 
to the Neighborhood of Make-Believe, 
sharing stories of friendship, helping 
others, and celebrating new experiences. 
The live show features new songs as 
well as fan-favorites from the series, 
including the beloved “Won’t You Be 

My Neighbor?” The live theatrical 
production is filled with music, dancing, 
and wonderful surprises that will warm 
the hearts of preschoolers, parents, and 
grandparents alike.

The hugely successful Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood Live tour production 
has been entertaining neighbors since 
2016, playing to sold-out crowds across 
the country and earning more than $13 
million in ticket sales. The popular tours 
have visited more than 120 cities and 
played more than 200 shows across the 
United States and Canada. The top-rated 
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood television 
series from Fred Rogers Productions, 
airing daily on PBS KIDS, follows 
the everyday adventures of 4-year-old 
Daniel Tiger and uses musical strategies 
grounded in Fred Rogers’ landmark 
social-emotional curriculum. Through 
imagination, creativity and song, Dan-
iel and his friends learn the key social 
skills necessary for success in school 
and in life.

The animated show has garnered a 
host of prestigious awards, including 
the 2019 Daytime Emmy Award for 

Outstanding Preschool Children’s Ani-
mated Series, the 2019 Parents’ Choice 
Gold Award for Television, and the 2018 
Common Sense Media Seal of Approval. 
Apps, games, activities, and more from 
“Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood” can be 
found on pbskids.org/daniel.

Mills Entertainment is pleased to 
bring this theatrical production with 
enhanced safety protocols in place to 
the Coronado PAC. In addition to venue 
safety measures, Mills Entertainment 
requires all attendees over the age of 
two to wear a face covering, regardless 
of vaccination status. Additionally, there 
is flexible refund policy in place to 
empower unwell patrons to stay home.

While the show must go on, we 
are committed to bringing live enter-
tainment back safely and creating an 
environment for our audience members, 
crew and cast members to enjoy this 
experience with an enhanced level of 
protection.

Join Daniel, O the Owl, Miss Elaina, 
Katerina Kittycat, Prince Wednesday, 
and more familiar friends when they 
come to your Neighborhood!

Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood Live at the 
Coronado Performing Arts Center March 2
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column

On This Day in History

Something to Say?

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year    manual pay   $42.00

            auto pay       $39.50
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
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auto pay      $44.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either 
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is 
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per 
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive 
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that 
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of 
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. 
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time 
for correction before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer 
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its 
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility 
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - noon and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
9 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday and major holidays.

Just when it looked like things couldn’t get 
any worse for Democrats in rural areas, 
Virginia voters proved them wrong.

This month, the Republican gubernatorial 
candidate captured more than 70 percent of the 
vote in 45 rural Virginia counties, compared to 
just four counties any of the GOP’s candidates 
carried by at least that margin in 2008. 

But this isn’t just a Virginia story – it’s one 
playing out in Illinois and just about any other 
state, said Robin Johnson, a Monmouth-Ill.-
based political consultant who advises Demo-
crats on how to appeal to rural voters.

In Illinois and elsewhere, Democrats are 
focusing their energy on vote-rich cities and 
increasingly ignoring white, rural communities, 
he said.

“During the last four years, for a lot of 
Midwest Democrats at the state legislative 
level, they’ve had to go campaign and not use their party 
label because the brand is so toxic,” Johnson said. “They 
feel they’ve got a chance with these rural voters, if they can 
get to them before they ask what party they’re in. … The 
Democratic Party has just not invested enough effort in rural 
areas and a lot of their actions come off as being elitist and 
condescending to rural voters.”

Years ago, I watched some volunteers from east and west 
coast universities working on an Illinois congressional cam-
paign ridicule working-class Democrats as they left a rally 
at the Illinois State Fair. Their work boots, trucker caps and 
overalls didn’t fit with their image of the party.

When I covered the Illinois General Assembly fulltime, 
Chicago Democrats would derisively refer to the late state 
Rep. Joel Brunsvold, a Democrat from the Quad-Cities, as 
“Guns-vold” because he supported gun-owner rights. The 
idea of a fellow Democrat having a differing view of gun 
control was an anathema to them. 

Or there was former Sen. Gary Forby, a Democrat from 

deep southern Illinois. He dug septic tanks for 
a living. His voice was pure working-class 
and his commitment to the party was every 
bit as real as that of his Chicago counterparts 
-- who ridiculed his accent every time he rose 
to speak on a bill.

Former Gov. Jim Edgar, a Republican, 
told me he sees parallels between how some 
Democrats view rural voters and how some 
Republicans view Black voters.  

Party insiders often want campaigns to focus 
on getting out votes from their base rather than 
putting additional resources toward persuading 
voters in communities where they have not been 
as popular, he said. Edgar said he disagreed 
with this view and campaigned extensively in 
Chicago’s African American neighborhoods. 

“Democrats apparently need to go back to 
the drawing board when it comes to rural Amer-

ica. And it’s not just Virginia you saw in this last election, 
in about every state, Donald Trump did very well in rural 
areas,” he said.

U.S. Rep. Cheri Bustos, D-Moline, is one of the few 
Democrats in Congress representing a district carried twice 
by Trump. So, what’s her secret?

“I don’t think it is a magic formula. It’s showing up. It’s 
using your two ears and one mouth proportionately,” she 
told me.

I’ve been friends with Bustos for more than 30 years. We 
spent a decade together as reporters for the Quad-City Times. 

When we spoke earlier this month, she added, “Scott, you 
know Tractor Supply, but you probably don’t know Trader 
Joes very well because (rural areas) don’t have any Trader 
Joes. We need to go into Tractor Supply and listen to folks 
rather than Democrats just going into Trader Joes.” 

That’s the sort of retail politics that is effective whether 
someone represents an urban or rural area. This growing 
alienation between the Democratic Party and small-town 

residents should be of concern to all voters living outside of 
metropolitan areas, no matter our political affiliation.

Why? Well, for starters, neither party has all the answers 
and it’s only through collaboration that we can move forward. 
Also, when a block of voters identifies too strongly with one 
political party, expect it to be taken for granted by one and 
ignored by the other.

I’d much rather have candidates competing for our votes. 
After all, all voters are worthy of having their concerns heard 
and responded to.

I’m a product of rural Illinois. I grew up on a hog farm south 
of Galesburg. Our neighbors and friends were Republicans 
and Democrats. But most everyone we knew – no matter 
which party they identified with – was centerist. 

I don’t believe that rural voters’ views on core issues 
have changed that much over the last several decades. But 
the political parties have changed with fewer and fewer 
moderates holding office. 

Bustos, who is leaving Congress at the end of this term, 
suggested the best way for her party to win back its appeal 
with rural voters is straightforward: “We need to listen and 
take what we learn back to Washington, D.C., do something 
with it and get results.” 

It’s hard to argue with that. Afterall, isn’t that how de-
mocracy is supposed to work?

Scott Reeder, a staff writer at Illinois Times, can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

White, rural communities are getting ignored by Democrats

100 Years Ago
Nov. 25, 1921

The Amboy Basket Ball boys played 
their second game of the season at the 
Opera House last Thursday defeating the 
Dixon Shamrocks by a 68 to 10 score.

The Movie at the Shadows Theatre 
Monday night, the proceeds from which, 
above expenses, is to be used for the 
benefit of the library, was not as well 
patronized as it should have been. About 
$30 was added to the library fund of the 
Women’s Club.

75 Years Ago
Nov. 28, 1946

More than 70 attended the Open 
House at the Methodist parsonage 
Sunday evening and were greeted by 
Rev. and Mrs. Norman C. Miller. A 
program of music was played on the new 
chimes which will soon be installed in 
the Methodist Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Laemmel have 

received word that their son Walter is 
stationed in Seoul, Korea.

Cpl. John Keho has arrived in New 
York from overseas. He has been sta-
tioned at Tiddings Air Field just outside 
London, England.

50 Years Ago
Nov. 25, 1971

Theatre fans of the Amboy area 
thoroughly enjoyed the production of 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” presented by 
Amboy High School students last Sat-
urday and Sunday evening. 

Bennie Jones, 203 lb senior gridder 
at Carthage College, was named to the 
1971 College Conference of Illinois and 
Wisconsin all-star football team. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles (Bill) 
Jones of North Jones Avenue, Amboy.

25 Years Ago
Nov. 21, 1996

The City of Amboy learned Monday 

that TCI, the city’s cable television 
provider, plans to change the cable 
line-up for the City of Amboy, effective 
December 31. The most significant 
change involved removing Chicago 
station WGN from stations received by 
Amboy customers.

Shane Coers, a member of the Am-
bitious Aggies 4-H Club of Amboy, 
was named Lee County’s Outstanding 
Senior 4-H member recently was also 
the recipient of the Howard Greenfield 
college tuition scholarship.

Erica Weidman, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dennis Weidman, and a junior 
at Amboy High School, was named 
Volunteer of the Year in The Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards program.

As part of a nation-wide Make A 
Difference Day members of the Sub-Let 
Indians 4-H Club recently cleaned a two-
mile stretch of highway they adopted.
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The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining 

Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR NEED OUR 
SUPPORT SUPPORT 

NOW MORE NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE:• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS.PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will 
mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAYTODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
• BY MAIL:• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Click on the  Click on the  
banner ad at  banner ad at  

www.AmboyNews.com www.AmboyNews.com 
to enter and to vote!to enter and to vote!

The top vote getter will The top vote getter will 
receive a $100 cash receive a $100 cash 

prize!prize!

Holiday  Holiday  
Decorating  Decorating  

ContestContest
Show off your Holiday Decorating 
Skills in the Amboy News’ and the  

Amboy Hometown Christmas Walks’ 
Holiday Decorating Photo Contest.

Pictures can be of indoor or  
outdoor decorations. 

Submissions will be accepted 
beginning Sunday, Nov. 28  

at 4 p.m. until  
Sunday, Dec. 12 at 4 p.m. 

Voting will start on  Voting will start on  
Monday, Dec. 13, at 8 Monday, Dec. 13, at 8 

a.m. and run until  a.m. and run until  
Sunday, Dec. 19 at 5 p.m.Sunday, Dec. 19 at 5 p.m.

11172021

11
24

20
21

The First National Bank 
in Amboy

Amboy • Dixon
Franklin Grove 
Monroe Center
815-857-3625
www.fnbamboy.com

Wishing you and yours a crop Wishing you and yours a crop 
of blessings at Thanksgiving.of blessings at Thanksgiving.

We are so grateful for the abundance of good friends and We are so grateful for the abundance of good friends and 
support we have here in this community. support we have here in this community. 

Your kindness means the world to us. Thank you, Your kindness means the world to us. Thank you, 
and Happy Thanksgiving from our entire team!and Happy Thanksgiving from our entire team!

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

SPRINGFIELD – With the first snowflakes of the season 
falling in recent days, the Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion, Illinois State Police and Illinois Tollway are reminding 
the driving public that now is the ideal time for “Winter 
Weather – Get it Together.”

“At IDOT, we spend the entire year getting ready for snow-
and-ice season. Our top priority is making sure our roads 
are safe for the motoring public, but we do ask the motoring 
public to do its part as well and get prepared,” said Illinois 
Transportation Secretary Omer Osman. “Make sure your 
vehicle is in a safe, operating condition. Winter weather can 
change quickly so be prepared to reduce speeds and increase 
driving distances at all times. And please share the roads with 
our snow-and-ice teams – don’t crowd the plow.” 

Throughout the coming months of cold weather and adverse 
conditions, motorists should practice basic winter driving 
skills and build extra time into their schedules. As part of the 
“Winter Weather – Get it Together” campaign, travelers are 
encouraged to follow these simple guidelines: 

• Bookmark GettingAroundIllinois.com to check travel 
conditions 24/7. This year’s winter road conditions map 
will feature more local, more precise reporting information.  

• Wear a seat belt. It’s the law in Illinois. And it’s your 
best defense in a crash. 

• Drop it and drive. Put down the mobile devices – it, 
too, is the law.  

• Do not travel during bad weather unless absolutely nec-
essary. If you do have to drive, check the forecast and make 
sure someone is aware of your route. Familiarize yourself 
with public transportation options.

• Slow down. Slower speeds, slower acceleration, slower 
steering and slower braking are required throughout the winter. 

• Don’t crowd the plow. A snowplow operator’s field of 
vision is restricted. You may see

them, but they may not see you. Any plow that’s hit is one 
less resource available to clear the roads.  

• Watch out for black ice. A road may appear clear but 
can be treacherous. 

• Be especially careful when approaching intersections, 
ramps, bridges and shaded areas. All are prone to icing.

• Prepare an emergency kit that contains jumper cables, 
flares or reflectors, windshield washer fluid, a small ice 
scraper, traction material, blankets, non-perishable food and 
a first-aid kit.

• Carry a cell phone and a car charger in case of emergency. 
• Give them distance. Obey the Move Over Law by slowing 

down and changing lanes when approaching ANY stopped 
vehicle with flashing lights.

“Winter weather causes additional dangers to the men 
and women of the Illinois State Police on patrol to protect 
and serve all motorists,” said ISP Director Brendan F. Kelly. 
“In snowy and icy conditions, please refrain from driving 
unless it is essential. If you must get on the road, remember 
to adjust your driving to the weather and road conditions. 
Winter road conditions are unpredictable and a crash could 
happen at any moment. The fewer drivers on the road, the 
fewer crashes and the safer everyone will be.

“If you approach an emergency vehicle with its lights 
activated or a disabled vehicle with flashing lights, please 
slow down and move over. Our goal is to ensure everyone 
makes it home safely.”

For the upcoming winter, IDOT will have almost 1,800 
trucks available for deployment to plow nearly 16,000 miles 
of roads statewide, the equivalent of driving from New York 
to Los Angeles and back almost three times. Last year, IDOT 
spread more than 522,000 tons of salt statewide. This winter, 
salt domes throughout the state are close to capacity, with 
more than 445,000 tons on hand, almost twice the weight 
of the Willis Tower.

Two plows making their debut in the IDOT fleet this win-
ter are Orange Crush and Scoopy Do – the winning entries 
from the inaugural “Name the Snowplow” contest held at 
the Illinois State Fair. The names were among 700 entries 
submitted by visitors to the IDOT tent, with the finalists 
chosen through a statewide employee contest. The plows will 
be used primarily in IDOT’s District 6, which encompasses 
Adams, Brown, Cass, Christian, Hancock, Logan, Macoupin, 
Mason, Menard, Montgomery, Morgan, Pike, Sangamon, 
Schuyler and Scott counties.

The Illinois Tollway mobilizes a fleet of 196 snowplows 
during winter storms and this year has stockpiled 88,000 tons 
of salt to keep its 294-mile system of five roadways clear and 
safe for its 1.6 million daily drivers. Information on tollway 
road conditions is available at www.illinoistollway.com.

Drivers, it’s time for “Winter Weather – Get it Together”
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli HoursAmboy Deli Hours

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Sunday, 8 a.m. -  8 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Holiday Red Holiday Red 
Seedless GrapesSeedless Grapes  

PringlesPringles
Assorted 4-5.5 oz.

$$6699 99 
Reg. Price $7.99 ea.

$$3399 99 
Reg. Price $4.89 ea.

Sale goes through Nov. 30, 2021
11242021

PRE-ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY HAM OR PRIME RIB! 
Sale Prices Valid Nov. 24 – Nov. 30, 2021 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

Fresh Fresh 
PineapplePineapple

$$999999
lb.

Reg. Price $15.99 lb

$$444949
/lb.

Reg. Price $5.99 /lb.

Whole Whole 
Mushrooms Mushrooms 
1 lb package

Daisy Sour Cream Daisy Sour Cream 
 16 oz.

Tomatoes on  Tomatoes on  
the Vine the Vine 

Yellow Onions Yellow Onions 
3 lb. bag

  

$$1179 79 /ea.

$$2299 99 /ea./ea.

New York Strip New York Strip 
SteaksSteaks

SAVE $4.00 INSTANTLYSAVE $4.00 INSTANTLY

Cool Whip Cool Whip 
8 oz. Assorted

 

Russett Russett 
Potatoes Potatoes 
5 lb. bag

Kemp’s Ice CreamKemp’s Ice Cream
48 oz.48 oz.

  

Heinz GravyHeinz Gravy
12 oz. Assorted12 oz. Assorted

$$664949
Reg. Price $7.19 ea.

Dean’s Dip Dean’s Dip 
Assorted 16 oz.Assorted 16 oz.

$$1199 99 
Reg. Price $2.49 ea.

Land-O-Lakes Land-O-Lakes 
ButterButter 
Assorted 16 oz.Assorted 16 oz.

Velveeta Velveeta 
Cheese LoafCheese Loaf
32 oz.32 oz.

Asparagus Asparagus 

$$1129 29 /lb. $$2249 49 /lb.

$$1149 49 
Reg. Price $2.19 ea.

$$114949
Reg. Price $2.09 ea.

Campbell’s Cream of Campbell’s Cream of 
Chicken or Cream of Chicken or Cream of 
Mushroom Soup Mushroom Soup 
10.5 oz.10.5 oz.

Betty Crocker Betty Crocker 
Specialty PotatoesSpecialty Potatoes  
4-5.1 oz.4-5.1 oz.

Baby Cut Baby Cut 
Carrots  Carrots  
2 lb. bag

$$1199 99 /ea./ea.  

AMBOY 
DELI

Farmland Farmland 
BaconBacon
Assorted 16 oz.Assorted 16 oz.

$$2229 29 /ea.

$$1199   99   /ea.

$$1199 99 
Reg. Price $2.59 ea.

$$114949
Reg. Price $1.99 /ea

$$114949
Reg. Price $2.29 /ea

$$112929  
ea.

Reg. Price $1.99 /ea

AMBOY 
DELI

$$2279 79 /lb./lb.

$$339999
/ea.

Reg. Price $5.29/ea.

Stove Top Stove Top 
StuffingStuffing
Assorted 5-6 oz.Assorted 5-6 oz.

$$1189 89 
Reg. Price $2.39 ea.

Holiday Holiday 
Spiral Cut Spiral Cut 
Ham Ham 
Limited Quantities in StockLimited Quantities in Stock

On the Purchase of  
TWO 24 Packs 12 ounce 

bottles or cans of

Budweiser,  Budweiser,  
Bud Light, Bud Light, 

Select 55 or 99Select 55 or 99
 Valid thru Nov. 30, 2021  

PLU#72699

SAVE $2.00 INSTANTLYSAVE $2.00 INSTANTLY
When you purchase a 

750ml of

JamesonJameson  
Irish Whiskey 

Original, Caskmates,  
Black Barrel or Cold Brew

 Valid thru Dec. 1, 2021  
PLU#72727

SAVE $6.00 INSTANTLYSAVE $6.00 INSTANTLY
On the Purchase of  

TWO 750mls or 
larger of

Jack Daniel’sJack Daniel’s  
Black Label, Single 

Barrel Select, Rye or 
Flavors or 

Gentleman Gentleman 
JackJack

 Valid thru Nov. 30, 2021. PLU#72726
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Greetings and gratitude 
from your local merchants 

at Thanksgiving.

Warm wishes 
at Thanksgiving!

Thanks for 
dropping in on us 
at Thanksgiving 
and all year!

Wishing you an 
abundance of happiness 

this Thanksgiving!

May your holiday be filled 
with all the joys and happiness 

that this wish can bring.
Happy Thanksgiving!

We’re so grateful for 
friends and customers

 like all of you!

Wishing you all the 
best this holiday season!

We appreciate the 
friendship and support 
this community has 

shown us!

We couldn’t wish 
for  better friends 
and customers!

Wishing you joy 
and good fortune 
at Thanksgiving! 

Thanks 
for your 

generous support!

Thanks for the food before 
us, the friends beside us & 
the love between us, (Don’t 
forget your friends whom 
have less this season).

Jones-Berry Lumber Co.
1 S Commercial Avenue, Amboy

815-857-2525

Vaessen Brothers  
Chevrolet, Inc.

505 N Pennsylvania Street, 
Sublette

815-849-5232

City of Amboy
227 E Main Street, Amboy

815-857-3814

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
303 E. Main Street, Amboy

815-857-2611

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road, Sublette

815-849-5476

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road, Sublette

815-535-6295

Sensient Flavors LLC
25 E Main Street, Amboy

815-857-3691

Revolution Wellness
205 E Main St., Amboy 

815-857-7021

The Last Alarm
43 S East Avenue, Amboy

815-857-3483

The Center for KSB 
Health Services/Amboy

815-857-3044

River Country Properties
By Appointment Only

815-973-1197
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Email news items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com

LOCAL NEWS

NORTH AMERICA’S

#1 Walk-In Tub
NOWwith an Exclusive

NEW Shower Package!

First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for standing or sitting

Durable frameless tempered glass enclosure available

High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty

Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low price

EXCLUSIVE OFFER!

$1500 OFF
on a Walk-in Tub with this Limited Time Offer*

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE. FOR DETAILS CALL TODAY!

815-345-2573
FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Now you can have the best of both worlds–
there iiisn’’’t a better, more affffffordable walk-iiin tub!!!

BUILT IN
THE USA CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Leffelman & Associates:
Amboy 

815-857-2125
LaMoille 

815-638-2171
Sublette 

815-849-5219 09
16

20
20

126 W Division St., Amboy 
$169,900

This beautiful ranch style home is all 
ready for you to move into! Located 
on a large corner lot. You will be 
amazed how much bigger it is once 
inside. Features include: 3 bedrooms, 
possible one in basement, 2 baths, 
dining room, kitchen with breakfast 
bar, stools and all appliances stay, 

oak hardwood floors, sunken great room with wood burner stove, office area, 
concrete drive, 2 car detached drive, shed, back fenced in yard for privacy, 
covered porch and a patio area for entertaining. Call today for a showing!

11242021
www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295

Girls Varsity Basketball

OREGON – The Amboy Lady Clippers won two of 
four games and finished in sixth place in the Oregon Tipoff 
Tournament.

AHS opened the tournament with 55-41 loss to Rockford 
Christian on Nov. 17.

Sophomore Elly Jones led the Amboy attack with 15 
points, five rebounds, three assists and three steals. Courtney 
Ortgiesen added eight points and six caroms, while Olivia 
Dinges chipped in with seven points, five boards, three assists, 
three steals and two blocks. Also, Maeve Larson scored three 
points and had a team-high eight rebounds, while Haidyn 
Zimmerly, Lexi Ketchum, Tyrah Vaessen and Emily Sachs 
each scored a basket.

***
The Lady Clippers bounced back and defeated a tall Le-

na-Winslow team, 36-28, on Nov. 19. Amboy’s team defense 
was much better in the win.

Dinges led the way with 13 points and 10 rebounds, while 
also dishing out four assists and getting two steals. Jones was 
next with eight points, and team-highs with five assists and 11 
steals. Also contributing to the victory were Ketchum (seven 
points, four rebounds), Zimmerly (three points), Sachs (three 
points, four rebounds) and Ortgiesen (two points).

***
Amboy’s win ended at 7 p.m. and it was right back on the 

court at 12:30 p.m. the next day, but the short turnaround didn’t 
bother the Lady Clippers as they walloped Erie-Prophetstown, 
49-19, in the first of two games on Nov. 20.

Dinges had another double-double with 15 points and 
10 rebounds. She also had four assists and a blocked shot. 
Jones had an impressive stat line with 12 points, seven assists 
and five steals, while Larson contributed eight points and 
three steals. Ortgiesen had a solid game with six points, six 
rebounds and five blocked shots. The team effort victory also 
saw Zimmerly and Ketchum with four points apiece, Ketchum 
with five rebounds and Olivia Miller with three boards.

***
In playing their second game of the day at 5:30 and their 

third game in less than 25 hours, the Lady Clippers battled 

through fatigue and foul trouble in absorbing a 38-34 setback 
to Pecatonica in the fifth-place game.

With Dinges and Jones in foul trouble, Larson stepped 
up and led Amboy’s offense with 12 points on six of eight 
shooting. She also snared five rebounds. Dinges scored all 
seven of her points in the second half and also had eight 
caroms and four steals. Jones also tallied her six points in 
the second half and she added three rebounds, two assists 
and four steals. Freshman Addison Pertell netted five points 
and had a pair of steals, while classmate Vaessen sank a 
three-pointer and hauled down three rebounds. Ortgiesen 
was also in foul trouble and later had an injury. She had one 
point and two assists in limited time.

***
Dinges and Jones were honored for their fine play by being 

named to the all-tournament team.

Lady Clippers finish in sixth place at 
Oregon Tipoff Tournament

Nov. 23 Tue 7:30 PM 
vs Serena HS
Nov. 29 Mon 7:30 PM at 
Pearl City HS
Dec.  4 Sat TBA Amboy 
Shoot Out
Dec.  7 Tue 7 PM at 
Forreston HS
Dec.  9 Thu 6 PM vs 
Fulton HS
Dec. 11 Sat 3:30 PM at 
Indian Creek HS
Dec. 14 Tue 7:30 PM  
vs Dupue HS
Dec. 16 Thu 7 PM at 
Earlville HS
Dec. 18 Sat 3:30 PM vs 

Newark HS
Dec. 27-30 TBA Amboy 
Varsity Holiday 
Tournament-AHS
Jan.   3 Mon 7 PM at So-
monauk HS
Jan.   5 Wed 7:30 PM 
vs Polo HS
Jan.   8 Sat TBA East-
land Shoot Out 
at Eastland
Jan. 11 Tue 6 PM vs 
Milledgeville HS
Jan. 13 Thu 7:30 PM at 
AFC HS
Jan. 15 Sat 2:30 PM vs 
Stockton HS
Jan. 19 Wed 7:30 PM at 
Eastland HS
Jan. 21 Fri 7:30 PM vs 
Forreston HS
Jan. 25 Tue 5:30 PM at 
Fulton HS
Jan. 27 Thu 7:30 PM at 
Polo HS
Jan. 29 Sat 3:30 PM vs 
Mendota HS
Feb.  4 Fri 6 PM at 
Milledgeville HS
Feb.  8 Tue 7:30 PM vs 
AFC HS
Feb. 10 Thu 7:30 PM vs 
Eastland
Feb. 12-18 TBA IHSA 
Regional
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245 E. Main St. • P.O. Box 162 • Amboy, IL 61310-0162

Tonja Greenfield
General Manager

Office: 815-857-2311
Fax: 815-857-2517

tgreenfield@amboynews.com 

Phone (815) 849-5232
or 1(800) 227-5203
Fax (815) 849-5516

GARY DINGES
(815) 857-2110

EVENINGS

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

Monday, Nov. 29  AHS Girls Basketball @ Pearl City-6:00 
pm

AJHS 5th/6th Boys Basketball (H) 4:00 pm

Tuesday, Nov. 30 AHS Boys Basketball @ Serena-5:30 pm
AJHS Art Club-Art Room-3:20-4:20 pm

Wednesday, Dec. 1 AHS Art Club-Room 210-3:30-4:30 pm
AHS Wrestling @ Newman w/ Putnam County-Hall-5:30 pm

AJHS Boys Basketball @ East Coloma-8th-5:00/7th-6:00

Thursday, Dec. 2  AHS Boys Basketball @ Indian 
Creek-5:30 pm

Central School Drawing Club (1st-4th)-Art Room-3:20-4:20 pm

Friday, Dec. 3 AJHS Winter Concert-AHS 
Auditorium-7:30 pm

Saturday, Dec. 4  AHS Varsity Girls Basketball (H) Shoot-
Out-TBA

AHS Wrestling @ Seneca Tournament-TBA
AJHS 7th/8th Boys Basketball @ Chadwick Tournament-TBA

By Spencer 
Morrissey

Clipper 
Highlights

Clipper Highlights: #82 Dean Powers
It’s a special treat for all 

of us this week as we 
highlight a man that is 

as Amboy Clipper as it gets. 
It would be extremely hard, 
even with our community 
support of all Amboy ath-
letic teams, to find a greater 
contributor or supporter of 
Clipper athletics. 

For most my age on down, 
when we talk of Amboy 
Clipper athletics, this week’s 
highlight is always one of 
the first names brought up. 
It’s a huge honor this week 
to announce our Clipper, 
#82, “King Clipper,” Dean 
Powers.

Dean was a 1981 gradu-
ate of Amboy High School. 
Dean was a member of one 
of the most successful athletic 
grades in our history. A three 
year Varsity starter on the 
hardwood along with a two 
year starter, two time State 
Runner-up, on the gridiron. 

At 6’3, 170 pounds, Dean 
would have been seen as a 
possession Tight End in to-
day’s game. However during 
the 1979 season, Dean’s role 
to the Clipper offense was 
that of another Offensive 
Tackle. Fitting in with the 
undersized, tough-nosed 
‘79 Clipper Offensive Line, 
Dean could flat out block. 
Faster than most linebackers, 
Dean could get second level 
as fast as anyone. If faced 
with the biggest and baddest 
defensive end’s lining up 
across him, Dean would use 
his superior intellect of the 
game and will to win to beat 
them, every snap. Dean start-
ed on the 1979 Runner-up 
team at Tight End and saw 
time behind Clipper Great 
Bruce Setchell at Defensive 
End. Dean could not speak 
more highly of the Seniors 
during the 1979 season. He 
admired their toughness and 
leadership but mostly their 
togetherness and the inclu-
sion of all. 

Dean shared, “They were 
a great Senior class. They 
were tremendous leaders and 
really pushed all of us Juniors 
to work our tails off.” 

Dean recalled a mem-
ory that exemplifies the 
toughness of the 1979/1980 
Clipper team. 

“I remember I caught a 
pass over the middle of the 
field against Newman,” Dean 
said. “I got hit and fumbled 
but we got it back. I got back 
into the huddle and was fix-
ing my helmet when Dennis 
McCoy grabbed my face 
mask, punched my helmet 
and said ‘we don’t fumble 
on this team.’ They were just 
fantastic leaders.” 

That pass against New-
man was one of Dean’s five 
career receptions at Tight 
End during his Clipper ca-
reer. Statistics never were 
a goal or expectation for 
Dean. His pride came from 
his blocking and doing his 
job on every snap, on both 
sides of the football. 

With a Runner-up season 
as Juniors the 1980/1981 
Clippers were highly mo-
tivated to get back to a 
State Championship game. 
Reloading talent and lead-
ership, the Clippers started 
off slow but victorious over 
Hall and Mendota and then 
exploded offensively. Dean 
would start both ways, at TE/
DE his Senior season. Dean 
credited several teammates, 
Greg King, George Schwam-
berger, Brad Considine, Kirk 
Walters, and several others 
for the success of the ‘80/‘81 
Clippers. The most standout 
moments of that season came 
during the playoffs. The fa-
mous opening play 42 option 
touchdown pass at Galena 
and the stunning 4th quarter 
comeback, Semifinal, win 
against Havana to send the 
Clippers back to state. 

“We were such a close knit 
group of kids. Defensively 
we weren’t as aggressive as 
the year before but we all 
played so well together,” 
Dean added. 

Another Runner-up sea-
son concluded Dean’s Clip-
per gridiron career. Above 
the wins and on-field suc-
cesses, Dean values most 
the impact on a program 
and community, intense in-

ter-squad competition, and 
lifelong brotherhood with 
his teammates. 

Rick Considine shared, 
“Dean was a student of sport. 
Mentally he understood 
things as good as anyone 
and was like another coach 
on the field. We all were so 
close, Juniors and Seniors. 
Dean was a big part in our 
success.”

George Schwamberger 
shared, “We didn’t throw 
a lot so Dean became a 
great blocking Tight End. 
He didn’t have to run over 
people. He could outsmart 
or out position them. He was 
always in the right place. He 
sometimes would dummy 
pull and take a defender 
completely out of the play 
without even touching them. 
As a player and a coach he 
knew the game so well and 
always put us in the best 
positions to win.” 

Greg King shared, “Dean 
was a great leader and a high-
ly underrated football player. 
He was a good blocker at TE 
and had great hands. He was 
a great student of the game as 
well. The thing about Dean 
was like many athletes in our 
time, he was a multi sport 
athlete. Football made him 
a better basketball player. 
He was able to bang against 
bigger players. For smaller 
schools to survive in the 
athletic world this is a must. 
Competing is competing and 
Dean was one of the best 
competitors out there. He 
was also so level headed. 
He could take emotion out 
of the equation and think 
things through and settle the 
rest of us down.”

Dean was not only an All 
Conference Clipper football 
player but a two year, All 
Conference Clipper basket-
ball player. Dean’s Senior 
year he was Honorable 
Mention All State on the 
hardwood. Dean continued 
his basketball career at the 
collegiate level at Illinois 
Valley Community College 
where he earned All Amer-
ican honors his sophomore 
season. 

For only a few of us 
Clippers, Dean’s transition 
went from player to Clipper 
coach. Dean was a Clipper 
Assistant Coach and De-
fensive Coordinator from 
the 1999 season through 
the 2006 season. Leading 
and adding to several great 
Clipper teams and defenses, 
Dean always put his players 
in the best position to win. 
To this day, many players 
on the defenses that Dean 
lead would still run through 
a brick wall for him. Dean 
also was the Head Basketball 
Coach for the Clippers from 
1998 to 2003. 

Former player and a 
man who admires and re-
veres Dean, Wes Morrissey, 
shared; “When I think Am-
boy the three names that 
come to mind are Mccoy, 
Nauman, and Powers. All are 
equal. I had the luxury of hav-
ing Coach Powers coach me 
in football and was the Head 
Coach our basketball season 
my freshman year. He’s the 
most knowledgeable guy 
I’ve ever met on the funda-
mentals of those two sports. 
He should have been a talent 
scout. He told me one time, 
‘Hey Moo you got the best 
footwork just the slowest 
feet.’ He was right. Once a 
defensive linemen from Ot-
tawa Marquette was getting 
the better of me so I hit him 
in the throat and got a penalty. 
Coach Powers jumped my 
ass and he was right too. I 
love the Powers family so 
much and to this day if he 
told me to run through a wall 
I’d probably do it. But I’d 
rather him just invite me to 
have a beer. He knew when 
you weren’t giving your all 
and he motivated you. He 
also was a great X’s and O’s 
guy. Those two things rarely 
go in tandem.”

For as much as Dean has 
played, coached, contribut-
ed, supported, and uncondi-
tionally loved sports, there 
is only one thing that ranks 
higher…family. 

“I am so blessed by sports 
and my families role in 

#82 Dean Powers

sports. From my wife and 
I to our kids (Tyson and 
Mallory). We are a sports 
family,” Dean shared. 

Dean ended his Clipper 
coaching career after the 
2006 Quarterfinal season to 
watch his son Tyson play Jr. 
Tackle and spend more time 
enjoying Friday nights as a 
Clipper fan. Dean has most 
recently been able to enjoy 
his daughter, Mallory’s, 
many successes as an All 
State Lady Clipper basket-
ball player. 

We have seen great state-
ments on all these high-
lights from family, friends, 
and brothers but none can 
top those of a son. In this 
highlight, as I have already 
deemed the Powers family 
Clipper royalty, the impact 
of this statement goes deep-
er than any before it. Our 
Week 9 Clipper Highlight, 
Dean’s son, Tyson, shared 
the following; 

“Thinking back through 
all my years of Clipper foot-
ball it’s hard to find another 
individual whose put in the 
amount of time that my dad, 
Dean Powers, has put in. 
The time all began for him 
throughout his four years, 
where during his Junior 
and Senior seasons Clipper 
football was officially put on 
the state wide map. Hearing 
all of the stories he had about 
the hay days of Clipper 
football were nothing but 
motivation for me grow-
ing up as a youngster. If it 
wasn’t for dad, I wouldn’t 
bleed Clipper red the way I 
do. Dad took an incredible 
amount of pride being part 
of the football coaching staff 
as well as being the Head 
Basketball Coach. The sto-
ries that I have about dad’s 
time coaching football could 
go on for days, as I grew up 
on the sidelines. Dad was 
willing to do whatever it took 
to give the Clippers and most 
importantly the defenses he 
was running an advantage. 
He took many risks, some 
paid off, others did not but he 
wanted to always make sure 
he was putting the Clippers 
in the best position to win. 
One of my favorite stories 
of dad’s time coaching came 
during the fall of 2006. The 
Clippers we’re headed south 
to take on Bureau Valley 
lead by ‘Superman’ Garrett 
Barnes. The weekend before 
that was Depot Days where 
dad purchased, rather than 
win in skeeball, two inflat-

able Superman’s. When he 
bought them I said, ‘Dad I 
don’t think this is a good 
idea… Superman’s already 
really good.’ His response 
was simple, ‘Barnes is gon-
na know we aren’t backing 
down to ‘Superman’ and we 
are going here to win.’ Fast 
forward to game day, as soon 
as the bus turned off Route 40 
to go to BV dad asked Mrs. 
Jones to pull over and stop 
the bus before we turned in 
the parking lot. Dad got off 
the bus and hung the two in-
flatable Supermen from both 
mirrors on the front of the 
bus. I’ll never forget seeing 
Garrett Barnes walk out of 
the locker room, see the bus, 
and walk right back in. Yes, 
he proceeded to dominate the 
football game but that’s not 
the point. The point being 
dad wanted the Clippers to 
know he wasn’t afraid of 
Barnes and the nickname 
the Sauk Valley paper gave 
him. He also wanted to send 
a message that we weren’t 
gonna lay down because of 
the hype BV and Barnes had. 
It’s stories like this that show 
how passionate about Clip-
per football dad is and how 
much of a competitor he is. 
There are plenty more stories 
like this one that I could go 
on and on about. This one 
stands out the most because 
I believe it sums him up in 
one whole example. A no 
fear, passionate, and compet-
itive mindset that lead him to 
success not only as a player 
but as a coach as well. So 
to my dad, Coach Powers, 
thank you for all you have 
done for Clipper football 
throughout the years.”

There is no question or 
doubt, to any of us that know 
or have heard of Dean Pow-
ers just how much Clipper 
Football means to him. He 
is among the few of us who 
it has never left and only 
been changed by his role to 
the program. 

Dean concluded, “It 
meant everything to me 
back then. The whole com-

munity turned upside down. 
You couldn’t go anywhere, 
the store, church, school, or 
even walking down the street 
without someone talking 
about Amboy Football. Peo-
ple couldn’t wait to get to a 
game. There was nothing 
like playing at The Boatyard. 
Getting bussed over, seeing 
all the people, hearing the 
roar of the crowd, and damn 
near tipping the bus over with 
excitement. Some games I 
swear we won on pure desire 
to win, athletic ability didn’t 
matter. I’ll always bleed 
Clipper Red until the day I 
die. I’ve been truly blessed.”

So, to one of the very best 
of us, #82, “King Clipper,” 
Dean Powers, thank you for 
your contributions to Am-
boy Clipper Football. The 
sporting careers of you and 
your family are what athletes 
everywhere envy. In true 
Amboy fashion all of your 

successes have been the re-
sult of hard work, toughness, 
and an unconditional love 
for any sport you played. 
You have impacted so many 
young men of our program 
with your motivation, teach-
ings of the game, but greatest 
of all the life lesson of family 
comes first. Sail on!

Spencer Morrissey, is a 
former resident of Amboy 
and 2009 graduate of Am-
boy High School. In April 
2020, he created a private 
Facebook group specifi-
cally for Amboy Clipper 
Football Alumni. To have 
played Amboy football for 
any period of time, 1 year 
or all 4 years, is the only 
membership requirement. 
The group features photos, 
stories, and memories of past 
Clippers and Clipper teams. 
The best feature of the group 
is every Friday, he highlights 
a former player.
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1. LITERATURE: Which author 
coined the phrase “green-eyed mon-
ster”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: How many coun-
tries have nations within their borders?

3. ACRONYMS: What does RPM 
stand for?

4. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the fear 
represented in the condition called 
“nomophobia”?

5. TELEVISION: What is the address 
of the home on “The Munsters” (1964-
66)?

6. MATH: How many combinations of 
U.S. coins would add up to $1?

7. MUSIC: What was the woman’s 
name in the Lynyrd Skynyrd song 
“Gimme Three Steps”?

8. MEASUREMENTS: How many 
ounces are in 3/4 of a cup?

9. MOVIES: Which 1959 movie had 
the subtitle “A Tale of the Christ”?

10. AD SLOGANS: Which company 
had the advertising slogan, “Let’s go 
places”?

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. William Shakespeare
2. Two countries: The Vatican in Italy, 

San Marino also in Italy and Lesotho in 
South Africa

3. Revolutions per minute
4. A fear of being without your mobile 

phone
5. 1313 Mockingbird Lane
6. 293
7. Linda Lu
8. Six
9. "Ben-Hur"
10. Toyota

Posting DateNovember 22, 2021
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LA SALLE COUNTY, IL  

LAND AUCTION

SENECA FOODS CORPORATION 
TIM NELSON, SENIOR VP OF OPERATIONS  

REPRESENTING ATTORNEY: MICHAEL S. GUILFOYLE 
GUILFOYLE & STEVENSON LLP 

1316 MERIDEN STREET | MENDOTA, IL 61342 | (815) 539-6711

Virtual Live Online Auction – Bid @ www.SullivanAuctioneers.com

SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS, LLC • TOLL FREE (844) 847-2161 
www.SullivanAuctioneers.com • IL Lic. #444000107

AUCTION MANAGER: KEVIN HAAS (309) 264-7767

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 @ 10:00 A.M.

308.78± 
ACRES 

2 Tracts

The Seneca Foods Corporation real estate is located approximately 2 miles northeast 
of Mendota, IL, and is further described as being in part of Sections 26 & 27, T36N-
R1E, Mendota Township, LaSalle County, IL.  
The land contains a total of 308.78 acres (subject to survey), and will be sold in 2-
parcels. Both tracts represent mostly tillable, NHEL, Class A farmland. Farmers and 
investors, be sure to check out these ideally located, highly productive tracts which 
also offer development potential.

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2018 Chevy 1500 LT, 4WD, 4X4, Leather, 
White..............................................$33,900

2016 Chevy Malibu Lmtd., LTZ, Sunroof, 
NAV, 128K miles, black..................$13,900

2015 Jeep Wrangler Sahara 4x4 Loaded, 
1- owner, Red, 6 Speed Manual.... $30,900

2015 Chevy Impala LTZ, Gray........$16,500

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LTZ, 
4x4, 44K miles, 1-owner, Silver..$46,500

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew High Country 
4x4, 6.2 gas, Blue.......................$55,900 

2019 Chevy Crew Cab LTZ 4x4,  
Blue............................................$45,900

2019 Chevy Crew Cab LT Z71 4x4, 
1-Owner, 63K miles, Gray..........$41,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4,  
6.2L, gas, 1-owner, 38K miles,  
White..........................................$45,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 
Leather, 29K Miles, Black Wheels,  
Black...........................................$40,900 

2018 1500 Chevy Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 45K 
miles, Red..................................$38,900

2018 Chevy Equinox LT FWD, nicely 
equipped 56K miles, Tan...........$21,500

2017 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 
Leather, Z71, Gas, 72K miles, New 
Tires, Gray..................................$46,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab High 
Country 4x4, 68K Miles, Black...$38,500 

2017 Chevy Traverse, AWD LT, 
1-Owner, 64K Miles, Gray..........$24,900 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4, White, GMC Certified, 1-owner, loaded, 
6.2 L Gas, 38K Miles and Much More!

$45,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4X4

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

*NOW HIRING 
GENERAL PRODUCTION*

Due to our growing business, we are hiring for 
multiple General Production positions at our 
plant in Mendota, IL. Ridley Feed Ingredients, 
an Alltech company, specializes in thoroughly re-
searched, competitively priced micro feed ingre-
dients, vitamin and mineral premixes, and feed 
additives.  We are seeking candidates to join our 
team on both 2nd shift (2:00 pm – 10:30 pm) and 
3rd shift (10:00 pm – 6:30 am).

This position is assigned to operate equipment 
within established guidelines for efficiency, safe-
ty, and product quality along with completing pa-
perwork and/or computer entry as required.  The 
equipment will vary and include manufacturing 
and packaging equipment.

Qualified candidates will have high school diplo-
ma (or equivalent), experience in a manufactur-
ing environment, and be able to work in a quickly 
changing/fast paced environment.  Candidates 
must be able to routinely lift up to 50 lbs. through-
out the shift, climb stairs, ladders, be physically 
active throughout the shift, and work under vari-
ous weather and environmental conditions. Fork-
lift experience is a plus.

Alltech provides the following benefits, effective 
on the first day of employment (except for STD 
and LTD) to employees who have the work ethic 
and commitment to customers, safety, and prod-
uct quality that we are known for:

• Competitive pay rate 
• Annual incentive pay opportunity 
• 2 medical plans and 2 dental plans to select from
• Vision plan
• 401k plan with generous match
• Flexible spending accounts
• Health savings account
• Disability and life insurance 
• Paid holidays and vacations
 
We are an equal opportunity employer and do 
not discriminate against otherwise qualified appli-
cants on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 
ancestry, age, sex, marital status, national origin, 
disability or handicap, or veteran status.

To apply please send resume to employment@
ridleyinc.com or stop in at 1609 1st Ave, Mendota, 
IL 61342 11

24
20

21

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
15THJUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
LEE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE ESTATE OF
WARREN CHARLES 
STEINHURST,
Deceased.  
No.  2021 P 87

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of WARREN 
CHARLES STEIN-
HURST, of 2306 West 
First Street, Dixon, Lee 
County, Illinois on July 
18, 2021. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
November 8, 2021, by 
the 15th Judicial Circuit 
Court of Lee County to 
the representative and 
Independent Execu-
tor, AMBER M. SMAIL, 
2304 West First Street, 
Dixon, Illinois.    
The attorney for the 
representative and In-
dependent Executor of 
the estate is Robert J. 
Thompson, 119 West 
First Street, Ste. 200, 
P.O. Box 1016, Dixon, 
Illinois 61021.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court at the 
Lee County Services 
building, 309 South Ga-
lena Avenue, Dixon, IL 
61021, or with the rep-
resentative, Amber M. 
Smail, 2304 West First 
Street, Dixon, IL 61021, 
within six (6) months 
from the first publication 
of this Claim Notice, or 
within three (3) months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery of specific 
notice to known cred-

itors, whichever is 
later.     
Any claim not filed 
within that time period 
is barred.  
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal repre-
sentative and to the 
attorney within ten 
(10) days after the 
claim has been filed. 
BY: AMBER M. 
SMAIL, Representa-
tive/Independent Ex-
ecutor
Robert J. Thompson
Attorney for the Es-
tate
119 West First Street, 
Ste. 200
P.O. Box 1016
Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 284-7705 phone
(815) 284-7707 fac-
simile
bobthompsonlaw@
gmail.com email
Nov. 10, 2021
No. 1105

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

For Sale Recliner 
Brown Leather 
Rocking Lazy-Boy 
Good Condition $50.00 
Please Call 815-539-
5948 (11-24-21)

For Sale Garage 
Heater Dyna-Glo 240 
Volts 5,000 Watts Used 
1 Winter Asking $75.00 
Call 417-251-2350 (11-
21-21)

605 605 
VEHICLES WANTEDVEHICLES WANTED

WANTED: Old Cars, 
Pickups, Unfinished 
Projects, Parts, 
Anything Considered. 
Cash Paid. Call or Text 
815-751-0776. (12-08-
21)

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

CITY OF AMBOY
RESOLUTION NO. 11-15-21

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF 
SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY

(305 WATER STREET, AMBOY, ILLINOIS)
ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF  

THE CITY OF AMBOY
THIS 15TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2021

PUBLISHED IN PAMPHLET FORM BY AUTHORITY 
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AMBOY, THIS 
15TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2021.
RESOLUTION NO. 11-15-21

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF 
SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY

(305 WATER STREET, AMBOY, ILLINOIS)
WHEREAS, the City of Amboy, Lee County, Illinois 
(the “City”) holds fee simple title to the real proper-
ty commonly known as 305 Water Street, Amboy, 
Illinois (PIN 02-15-22-279-001) (the “Property”) 
consisting of approximately 1.6 acres; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City 
(collectively, the “Corporate Authorities”) have re-
viewed the needs of the City with reference to the 
Property and have made a careful study of said 
needs; and
WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities are of the 
opinion that the Property is unnecessary, unsuit-
able and inconvenient for the uses of the City; and
WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities have deter-
mined that it is in the best interests of the City that 
the Property be sold; and
WHEREAS, the City has engaged Valuation Com-
pliance, Inc. of Yorkville, Illinois to prepare a certi-
fied appraisal of the Property; and
WHEREAS, Section 11-76-4.1 of the Illinois Munic-
ipal Code (65 ILCS 5/1-1-1 et seq.) authorizes the 
City to sell surplus real estate by the staff of the 
City, by listing the real estate with a local licensed 
real estate agency, or by public auction provided 
that the purchase price for the surplus real estate 
shall not be less than eighty percent (80%) of the 
property’s appraised value; 
and WHEREAS, the City desires to sell all or a por-
tion of the Property by the staff of the City for a 
purchase price not less than eighty percent (80%) 
of the certified apprised value, which certified ap-
praised value is $31,500.00. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 
Mayor and City Council of the City of Amboy, Lee 
County, Illinois as follows:
SECTION 1:  The preambles to this Resolution are 
true and correct and are hereby incorporated in 
this Section 1 as if fully set forth herein.
SECTION 2:  The Corporate Authorities of the City 
hereby declare and find that the Property is no 
longer necessary for the uses of the City.
SECTION 3: The Property is currently zoned C-2 
General Commercial District under the City’s Zon-
ing Ordinance.  The Property shall be used sole-
ly for such uses as may be permitted under the 
City’s Zoning Ordinance for said classification.  A 
purchaser may purchase all or a part of the Prop-
erty for a purchase price equal to not less than 
eighty percent (80%) of the appraised value of 
said Property.  The City Clerk is hereby authorized 

and directed to place the appraisal of the Property 
on file for public review and inspection at City Hall.  
SECTION 4:  The successful purchaser shall also 
agree to accept the Property in “as-is” condition.  
The City expressly disclaims any warranties, ex-
press or implied, relating in any way to the Proper-
ty, including but not limited to any warranty relat-
ing to the environmental condition of the Property.  
SECTION 5: The Property shall be sold by the staff 
of the City, by listing with a local real estate agent 
with a commission not to exceed 6% of the pur-
chase price or by public auction.   The purchaser 
shall pay cash at the closing on the sale of the 
Property, which closing shall be no later than thirty 
(30) days from the date of execution of the con-
tract for the sale of the Property.  The real estate 
contract shall be in substantially such form as ap-
proved by the City Council upon acceptance of an 
offer to purchase.  The sale shall be subject to fi-
nal approval of the price and other contract terms 
by the City Council and shall not be completed 
and consummated without its approval.
SECTION 6:  The City shall be entitled to remain 
in possession of and use the Property for storage 
purposes until April 1, 2022.  The City would be re-
sponsible for all utility costs incurred at the Prop-
erty until such time.
SECTION 7:  The buyer shall obtain and pay for, 
at its sole cost, any desired title policy and closing 
costs for the sale of the Property.
SECTION 8: To the extent the “Welcome to Am-
boy” sign is located on the Property, the City shall 
retain an easement over and across a portion of 
the Property to use and maintain the sign.
SECTION 9:  Following its approval, the City Clerk 
is hereby authorized and directed to publish this 
Resolution in the Amboy News, a newspaper pub-
lished in the City.
SECTION 10:  The provisions and sections of this 
Resolution shall be deemed to be separable, and 
the invalidity of any portion of this Resolution shall 
not affect the validity of the remainder.
SECTION 11:  All Resolutions and parts of Resolu-
tions in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 
conflict, hereby repealed.
SECTION 12:  The City Clerk is hereby directed to 
publish this Resolution in pamphlet form.
SECTION 13:  This Resolution shall be in full force 
and effect from and after its passage and approv-
al, and publication as required by law.
Passed by the Mayor and the City Council of the 
City of Amboy on the 15th day of November, 2021

Nov. 24, 2021
No. 1107

CITY OF AMBOY
RESOLUTION  

NO. 11-15-21-A
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE  

OF SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY
(PORTION OF 450 S. MASON  
STREET, AMBOY, ILLINOIS) 

ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF  
THE CITY OF AMBOY

THIS 15TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2021
Published in pamphlet form by authority of the 
Council of the City of Amboy, this 15th day of No-
vember, 2021.

RESOLUTION NO. 11-15-21-A
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF 
SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY (PORTION OF 
450 S. MASON STREET, AMBOY, ILLINOIS)

WHEREAS, the City of Amboy, Lee County, Illinois 
(the “City”) holds fee simple title to the real proper-
ty commonly known as 450 S. Mason Street, Am-
boy, Illinois (PIN 02-15-22-276-005) (the “Entire 
Property”); and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City 
(collectively, the “Corporate Authorities”) have re-
viewed the needs of the City with reference to the 
Entire Property and have made a careful study of 
said needs; and
WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities are of the 
opinion that a portion of the Entire Property, in-
cluding the vacated portion of East Avenue and 
approximately the northern one half of Shapiro 
Park located on the Entirety Property (the “Proper-
ty”) is unnecessary, unsuitable and inconvenient 
for the uses of the City; and
WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities have deter-
mined that it is in the best interests of the City that 
the Property be sold; and
WHEREAS, the City has engaged Valuation Com-
pliance, Inc. of Yorkville, Illinois to prepare a certi-
fied appraisal of the Property; and
WHEREAS, Section 11-76-4.1 of the Illinois Munic-
ipal Code (65 ILCS 5/1-1-1 et seq.) authorizes the 
City to sell surplus real estate by the staff of the 
City, by listing the real estate with a local licensed 
real estate agency, or by public auction provided 
that the purchase price for the surplus real estate 
shall not be less than eighty percent (80%) of the 
property’s appraised value; 
and WHEREAS, the City desires to sell all or a por-
tion of the Property by the staff of the City for a 
purchase price not less than eighty percent (80%) 
of the certified apprised value, which certified ap-
praised value is $0.25 per square foot.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 
Mayor and City Council of the City of Amboy, Lee 
County, Illinois as follows:
SECTION 1:  The preambles to this Resolution are 
true and correct and are hereby incorporated in 
this Section 1 as if fully set forth herein.
SECTION 2:  The Corporate Authorities of the City 
hereby declare and find that the Property is no 
longer necessary for the uses of the City.
SECTION 3: The Property is currently zoned Park 
under the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  The Proper-
ty shall be used solely for such uses as may be 
permitted under the City’s Zoning Ordinance for 
said classification.  A purchaser may purchase 
all or a part of the Property for a purchase price 
equal to not less than eighty percent (80%) of the 

appraised value of said Property.  The City Clerk 
is hereby authorized and directed to place the ap-
praisal of the Property on file for public review and 
inspection at City Hall.  
SECTION 4:  The successful purchaser shall also 
agree to accept the Property in “as-is” condition.  
The City expressly disclaims any warranties, ex-
press or implied, relating in any way to the Proper-
ty, including but not limited to any warranty relat-
ing to the environmental condition of the Property.  
SECTION 5:  The Property shall be sold by the 
staff of the City, by listing with a local real estate 
agent with a commission not to exceed 6% of the 
purchase price or by public auction.   The pur-
chaser shall pay cash at the closing on the sale of 
the Property, which closing shall be no later than 
thirty (30) days from the date of execution of the 
contract for the sale of the Property.  The real es-
tate contract shall be in substantially such form as 
approved by the City Council upon acceptance 
of an offer to purchase.  The sale shall be subject 
to final approval of the price and other contract 
terms by the City Council and shall not be com-
pleted and consummated without its approval.
SECTION 6:  Prior to conveying the Property, the 
City shall, at its sole cost and expense, cause the 
Entire Property to be subdivided in accordance 
with the City of Amboy Subdivision Code, and all 
other applicable laws, to legally create the parcel 
consisting of the Property.  On the plat of sub-
division, the City shall retain an easement over, 
across and through the Property for the mainte-
nance and usage of the drainage ditch located 
on the Property to allow for drainage of waters 
through said ditch.
SECTION 7:  The buyer shall obtain and pay for, 
at its sole cost, any desired title policy and closing 
costs for the sale of the Property.
SECTION 8: Following its approval, the City Clerk 
is hereby authorized and directed to publish this 
Resolution in the Amboy News, a newspaper pub-
lished in the City.
SECTION 9:  The provisions and sections of this 
Resolution shall be deemed to be separable, and 
the invalidity of any portion of this Resolution shall 
not affect the validity of the remainder.
SECTION 10:  All Resolutions and parts of Resolu-
tions in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 
conflict, hereby repealed.
SECTION 11:  The City Clerk is hereby directed to 
publish this Resolution in pamphlet form.
SECTION 12:  This Resolution shall be in full force 
and effect from and after its passage and approv-
al, and publication as required by law.
Passed by the Mayor and the City Council of the 
City of Amboy on the 15th day of November, 2021.

Nov. 24, 2021
No. 1108
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GRAIN -
L-P GAS - FUEL

Phone:
815-246-8461

CROP
PRODUCTION

Phone: 
815-246-8181

www.earlcoop.com

Phone: 815-433-0371 

421 N. Columbus Dr. 
Ottawa, IL 61350

www.lcfb.org

A Bounty of Best Wishes at Thanksgiving
May the coming holiday bring an abundance 

of good fortune to you and your family. 

2025 Sublette Road
Sublette

MICHAEL VAESSEN
Phone: 815-849-5223

Cell: 815-994-7543
www.sublette-mechanical.com

By KAY SHIPMAN
FarmWeek

Agriculture study remains 
fruitful as students return 
in person to the four state 
universities with agricultur-
al programs. With COVID 
mitigation guidelines in 
place, classroom space is at 
a premium on a couple of 
campuses.

This fall, agriculture pro-
grams continue within the 
same structures at Illinois 
State University, the Univer-
sity of Illinois and Western 
Illinois University. In Car-
bondale, agriculture is part 
of a restructured College of 
Agricultural, Life and Phys-
ical Sciences (CALPS) at 
Southern Illinois University.

Agriculture student en-
rollment held steady on 
Western Illinois Universi-
ty’s Macomb campus, said 
Andy Baker, the School of 
Agriculture director. Baker 
noted the freshman student 
enrollment grew to 74, but 
the school saw a decline in 
students transferring from 
community colleges or other 
institutions.

Campuswide, WIU main-
tained a stable enrollment 
of new students, including 
freshmen, transfer and grad-
uate students, of 2,346. The 
total enrollment of 7,455 is 
nearly level with fall 2020 
numbers.

“Our enrollment is stable, 
the kids are back in and I’m 
in. We’re having labs the way 
we want to have labs,” Baker 
said. “If the students have a 
chance to come in person, 
daily (class) attendance is 
up.”

In Normal, Illinois State 
University saw a slight 
decline in agriculture un-
dergraduate students and an 
increase in ag graduate stu-
dents, said Fanson Kidwaro, 
agriculture department chair.

In fact, ISU received a 
record number of applicants 
for agriculture graduate de-
grees. “We had 57 applicants 
(to grad school). We usually 
get 10 to 15,” Kidwaro said. 

College ag enrollments 
holding ground in Illinois

Seventeen were admitted to 
the grad program.

At ISU, the three ani-
mal-related programs in 
pre-veterinary, animal sci-
ence and animal industry 
continue to be strong, Kid-
waro said, and agriculture 
business enrollment remains 
steady.

Campuswide, ISU ex-
perienced a 2% decrease in 
fall enrollment compared 
to 2020. The decline was 
attributed to several factors, 
including travel difficulties 
for international students 
and COVID-related impacts.

At the U of I, the College 
of Agricultural, Consumer 
and Environmental Sciences 
(ACES) saw increased en-
rollment in several student 
categories. A total of 2,820, 
undergraduates enrolled 
compared to 2,778 last fall. 
ACES registered more fresh-
men, 510, up from 478; more 
transfer students, 170, up 
from 162; and more graduate 
students, 757, up from 743.

A record number of fresh-
men, 8,303, are on the Ur-
bana-Champaign campus, 
bringing total student enroll-
ment to 56,299, the most in 
university history.

“Faculty and staff in 
ACES just keep saying how 
wonderful it is to have our 
students back. The whole 
place feels different than the 
last 18 months in all the best 
ways,” said Anna Ball, ACES 
associate dean of academic 
programs. “We’ve partnered 
closely with campus to keep 
students as safe as possible so 

they can focus on learning, 
growing, and enjoying their 
college experience.”

In Carbondale, Southern 
Illinois University agricul-
ture programs saw a slight 
decrease overall with an 
undergraduate enrollment 
of 466 but an increase in 
graduate students with 87 en-
rolled. The ag program total 
enrollment is 553 students.

“We have some encour-
aging numbers this fall. 
Animal sciences and forestry 
numbers are particularly 
strong within our agricultural 
fields,” said Eric Brevik, 
CALPS dean. “It is won-
derful to be able to meet 
with prospective students in 
person again. Events like the 
Farm Progress Show really 
allow us to reach out and 
recruit.”

Overall, fall CALPS en-
rollment was not available. 
However, SIU Carbondale 
registered a 4.5% increase in 
freshmen, the largest in the 
past five years. Overall, the 
campus enrollment of 11,266 
is considered relatively flat 
with a 0.9% decline.

Each of the universities 
is addressing COVID mit-
igation guidelines on their 
respective campuses.

In Macomb and Normal, 
finding classrooms to accom-
modate students has been an 
added challenge given WIU 
and ISU requirements to 
space students apart, accord-
ing to Baker and Kidwaro.

“It was a big chess 
match,” Baker said of pro-
fessors seeking rooms across 
campus. One of the ag 
department’s classrooms 
that can seat 42 students 
is “heavily scheduled” by 
other programs, and an ag 
computer lab was converted 
into a classroom.

Kidwaro explained ISU 
ag professors and students 
are meeting in buildings 
not traditionally used by ag 
students. ISU’s system to 
track available classrooms 
that are large enough has 
helped, he said.

CHAMPAIGN — Ivan Dozier, State 
Conservationist, announced the application 
period for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Agri-
cultural Conservation Easement Program 
- Wetland Reserve Easements. (ACEP-
WRE). The purpose of the Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) program is to help 
landowners enhance and protect habitat for 
wetland wildlife on their lands, reduce im-
pacts from flooding, recharge groundwater, 
provide outdoor recreation, and increase 
habitat for migratory waterfowl. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) wants landowners 
and farmers to know that “The first appli-
cation cut-off date for fiscal year 2022 has 
been established,” Dozier explains. “We 
accept applications for Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) year round. Applica-
tions NRCS receives that meet program 
eligibility by Dec. 10, 2021 will be con-
sidered for funding in its 2022 program.”

According to Dozier, land eligible 
for WRE includes farmed or converted 
wetlands that have been previously 
altered for agricultural production that 
can be successfully and cost-effectively 
restored. NRCS prioritizes applications 
based on the easement’s potential for 
improving water quality and protecting 
and enhancing habitat for migratory birds 

and other wildlife. To enroll land through 
this program, NRCS enters into purchase 
agreements with eligible private landown-
ers and then they work together to develop 
and implement a wetland reserve plan to 
guide the restoration easement process. 
This plan restores, enhances, and protects 
the wetland’s functions and values.

Applications for ACEP-WRE are con-
tinuous and can be submitted at any time. 
For FY 2022, Illinois NRCS has received 
$3.8 million in funding and will make 
funding decisions for eligible applicant 
interested in ACEP-WRE.

NRCS provides technical and financial 
assistance directly to private landowners 
to restore, protect and enhance wetlands 
through the purchase of these easements, 
and eligible landowners can choose to 
enroll in either a permanent easement or a 
30-year easement. To apply for a wetland 
easement through ACEP - WRE, visit 
NRCS at your local USDA Service Center.  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, producers 
should call to set up appointments with 
local NRCS office staff. Visit www.nrcs.
usda.gov to learn more.  

Find more information about ACEP 
and other NRCS conservation programs 
in Illinois online at https://www.nrcs.usda.
gov/wps/portal/nrcs/il/programs/.

Sign up for Wetland Reserve Easements for 2022

CHAMPAIGN— State 
Conservationist, Ivan Dozier 
announced the submission 
deadline for Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP) 
applications to be considered 
for funding in fiscal year (FY) 
2022 is Jan. 7, 2022. USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) plans to 
invest up to $8.64 million for 
new CSP contracts in fiscal 
year 2022 in Illinois.

CSP is a financial assis-
tance conservation program 
which helps agricultural and 
forestland producers take the 
conservation activities on 
their farm to the next level. 

While applications are 
accepted throughout the year, 
interested producers should 
submit applications to their 
local NRCS office by Jan. 7, 
2022, to ensure their applica-

tions are considered for 2022. 
CSP provides many ben-

efits, including increased 
crop yields, decreased input 
costs, wildlife habitat im-
provements, and increased 
resilience to weather extremes. 
CSP is for working lands in-
cluding cropland, pastureland, 
and nonindustrial private for-
est land. CSP assists agricul-
tural and forestland producers 
build on existing conservation 
efforts while strengthening 
their entire operation.

Producers interested 
in EQIP should submit a 
signed application (NRCS-
CPA-1200 form) to the local 
NRCS field office or through 
the Farmers.gov website 
using their account. A blank 
NRCS-CPA-1200 applica-
tion form may be obtained 
from the local office or on 

the Illinois NRCS website. 
Producers wishing to use 
Farmers.gov, can sign in or 
create an account by clicking 
on “Sign up” in the upper 
right of the website.

CSP applications submit-
ted by Jan. 7, 2022 will be 
evaluated by the local NRCS 
field office staff. NRCS staff 
will work with applicants to 
assess their land and resource 
concerns, answer ranking 
questions, and determine 
program eligibility. If an 
application is ranked high 
enough to be funded, NRCS 
staff will work with the ap-
plicant to develop a contract.

For additional informa-
tion about CSP, contact your 
local USDA service center 
or visit https://www.nrcs.
usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/
il/programs/financial/csp/.

Submit Illinois CSP applications by Jan. 7

SPRINGFIELD — What 
does it mean to be hungry? 
Illinois 4-H teens are chal-
lenging experts in the fields 
of food access, food security, 
and food justice to learn how 
to advocate for others in their 
communities.

Earlier this year, 105 
youth at the Illinois 4-H 
Food Action Summit worked 
with University of Illinois 
researchers, non-profit pro-
fessionals, food advocates, 
and civic leaders in work-
shops designed to empower 
young people to strengthen 
their leadership and work 
to create food security in 
their communities.  The day-
long Summit provided both 
educational workshops and 
networking opportunities.

“We hope youth walked 
away from this confer-
ence with an expanded 
vision of what is possible 
in the world of food sys-
tems both academically 
and professionally,” said 
Mark Becker, University of 
Illinois Extension 4-H youth 
development specialist in 
food systems. “We hope the 
Summit sparked ideas and 
empowered youth to act in 
their communities.” 

Presenters and attendees 
came from across the coun-
try, as well as Puerto Rico 
and Brazil.

“It was very rewarding to 
see the youth working and 
taking action,” said Flavio 
Rocha, Portuguese/English 
teacher at Campus Campo 
Grande, Mato Grosso do 
Sul, Brazil, and summit pre-
senter. “They are so young 
and already worried about 
their communities, which 
was very inspiring.”

This yearly event is part 
of ongoing food advocacy 
work done through Illinois 
4-H.

Illinois teams 
become advocates 
for food access
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May your plate be filled with an abundance of 
blessings at this special time of year.

Happy Thanksgiving!

By KAY SHIPMAN 
FarmWeek

Illinois moved forward 
with continued work and 
substantial investments 
in a statewide strategy 
to decrease nitrogen and 
phosphorus moving into 
rivers, lakes and streams. 
The third biennial report 
of the Nutrient Loss Re-
duction Strategy (NLRS) 
also attributed challenges 
for reducing progress on 
some fronts.

The NLRS offers a menu 
of voluntary actions to low-
er nitrogen and phosphorus 
coming from urban runoff, 
diffuse nonpoint sources 
that are predominantly ag-
ricultural and specific point 
sources that are mainly 
municipal wastewater treat-
ment and industry.

Overall, Illinois seeks 
to lower all nitrogen and 
phosphorus moving into 
water by 45% compared 
to average 1980-96 levels. 
Interim goals include a 15% 
nitrogen reduction and a 
25% phosphorus reduction 
by 2025.

A substantial expan-
sion of cover crop acres, 
a 135% increase from 
2011, illustrated farmers’ 
adoption of recommend-
ed practices, said Illinois 
Agriculture Director Jerry 
Costello II. Costello noted 

By KAY SHIPMAN 
FarmWeek

When a tornado, flood or other disaster strikes, rural 
officials might not know Rural Development can help. 
Molly Hammond, acting state director for Illinois Rural 
Development, points out they don’t have to wait for a 
disaster. In fact, it’s better if they don’t.

“There’s programs to prepare. They can find ways to 
prepare for disaster, like an early warning siren, if they 
need a new one,” Hammond told FarmWeek.

A recently released USDA resource guide compiles 
Rural Development programs and assistance in one 
place. “This guide is there to help them know what to 
look for,” Hammond said of the Disaster Resiliency and 
Recovery Resources guide.

The guide outlines 40-some Rural Development 
programs and services for rural residents, businesses and 
communities to support disaster planning and recovery.

Hammond explained the guide’s information grid 
gives an at-a-glance way to learn who is eligible to apply 
for different programs that are grouped by categories of 
assistance. Those categories are: economic development 
planning and housing, education and training, infrastruc-
ture and equipment, and industry and entrepreneurship 
support and business development.

The guide “breaks down categories to help applicants 
narrow it down,” she added.

Applicants are not limited to local units of govern-
ments, but include nonprofit organizations and coopera-
tives, such as electric and agriculture cooperatives; hos-
pitals, libraries, faith-based organizations, community 
colleges, universities and eligible education institutions.

The resource guide also features examples of how 
USDA programs were used to support recovery efforts. 
Hammond said Illinois received $1.7 million in assis-
tance when 27 counties were designated federal disaster 
areas in 2019. Another time, five communities received 
$618,000 for help with community water systems after 
a disaster.

Beyond Rural Development, the guide summarizes 
technical assistance available from federal agency 
partners, such as the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, that work with USDA to support rural com-
munities in disaster planning and recovery. Hammond 
said work on the new national resource guide stemmed 
from former state Rural Development Director Colleen 
Callahan’s time in Washington, D.C., working on the 
2012 drought. At that time, officials developed a na-
tional recovery website to compile federal assistance 
and information and align resources.

(This story was distributed through a cooperative 
project between Illinois Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more food and farming news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com)

Cover crop acres increased substantially in 2019-2020, according to the latest biennial Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy report. The strategy recommends cover crops as a way to reduce losses of nitrogen and phosphorus. (Il-
linois Farm Bureau file photo)

Nutrient report shows movement, challenges
the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture’s (IDOA) cover 
crop initiative is helping to 
seed more cover crop acres 
and raising awareness of 
practices to reduce nutrient 
losses.

Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA) 
Director John Kim called 
new efforts by each sector 
“noteworthy given the 
increase in precipitation 
events experienced in Illi-
nois and other states with-
in the Mississippi River 
basin.”

Unprecedented heavy 
precipitation proved a 
major challenge for ni-
trogen and phosphorous 
reduction efforts from 
2019 to 2020. The report’s 
five-year rolling average 
showed a 25% increase 
in precipitation compared 
to the 1980-96 baseline. 
Higher nutrient loads are 
expected to occur in wetter 
years compared to drier 
ones. Based on 2015-19 
data, the statewide average 
estimated a 13% increase 
in nitrogen losses and a 
35% increase in phospho-
rous losses, according to 
the report.

A range of compiled 
information is available 
in the 238-page report 
with multiple appendices, 
including a 624-page agri-

culture appendix, 109-page 
point source appendix and 
53-page stormwater appen-
dix. Additional appendices 
are an IEPA watershed plan, 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service appendix, 
Farm Service Agency ap-
pendix and Illinois Farm 
Bureau appendix. To read 
the report and appendices, 
visit https://tinyurl.com/4c-
6fyeyu.

Trevor Sample, IEPA’s 
NLRS coordinator, at-
tributed some of the phos-
phorus increase to point 
sources, while some may 
be coming from “legacy 
phosphorus in streambeds 
that was stirred up” and 
some may come from 
streambank erosion.

Even with increased 
precipitation, “we need to 
do as much as we can in the 
future,” Sample continued. 
“We want farmers to keep 
nutrients on their fields. 
They paid good money 
for that and want to try to 
keep it.”

The pandemic chal-
lenged education efforts 
by agencies, point sources 
and partners in agriculture 
and conservation, but some 
activities resulted in record 
turnout albeit virtually. “It 
showed people were still 
engaged” despite the situ-
ation, Sample noted.

Looking ahead, Michael 
Woods, manager of IDOA’s 
natural resources division, 
said, “Climate is probably 
one of our biggest issues.”

The state continues to 
identify best management 
practices, and recently 
added saturated buffers 
and terraces to the NLRS 
menu. Those practices’ 
nutrient-reduction contri-
butions will be monitored 
and accounted for in up-
coming reports.

Going forward, agricul-
ture may need to engage 
landowners, bank farm 
managers and crop insur-
ance agents among others 
to increase and expand 
recommended NLRS prac-
tices, according to Woods. 
He included students from 
elementary grades through 
college as agriculture’s 
future.

The interim’s goal of 
“2025 is here and 2050 
is around the corner. The 
next generation needs to 
be engaged,” Woods said.

The next biennial NLRS 
report will be published in 
2023.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Rural areas can seek assistance from USDA Rural 
Development when floods or other disasters strike. 
A newly released resource guide groups 40-some 
programs and eligibility into assistance categories. 
(FarmWeek file photo)

Rural Development 
wants rural areas 
to be disaster-ready
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LETTERS TO SANTA
Santa Claus is coming to town so The Amboy 

News has made special arrangements with the  
North Pole to publish letters to Santa in our 

December 22nd issue.

Letters may be dropped off until noon, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 14, 2021 at the Amboy News office. After 

we publish the letters, we will send them directly to 
Santa Claus at the North Pole in plenty of time for 

Christmas. 

Letters may be sent to:
SANTA CLAUS

c/o the Amboy News
PO Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310

OR, drop them off at our location at 245 E. Main Street in Amboy
OR, Email them to: tgreenfield@amboynews.com (Email Subject “Letter to Santa”)

11032021

11
17

20
21

WALK
2021 AMBOY HOMETOWN2021 AMBOY HOMETOWN

4-7 PM, DEC 114-7 PM, DEC 11
Shop and Spend Local This Year in Amboy

Christmas Walk Activities

Santas Village:
Photos w/ Santa & Mrs. Claus $1 Donation 

or Canned Good (4-6pm)
Entertainment by our own Eileen Quest

Starlight Dance Studio Performance
Trolley Stop

Southwest Food Truck
Amboy Boys Baseball Team: Hot Chocolate 

Amboy Central School
Craft and Vendor Show by the Amboy PTC

Whimsy Face Painting
Gingerbread House Contest

Amanda Hintz Photography Themed Photo 
Shoot, Trolley Stop

Amboy Depot Museum 

Amboy Family Restaurant 
 

Amboy FFA Chapter at Amboy School 
Selling Student Projects

Amboy Fire Department 
Balloon Artist, Character Photos by the 

Firetruck, Fire Prevention Activites, Snacks, 
Trolley Stop

 
Amboy Food and Liquor

Pulled Pork Sandwiches and Wine Tasting 

Amboy Hometown Pharmacy 
Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest Kids 

Edition (kids must create  
their own sweaters)

Cookies & Doughnuts

Amboy News &  Erbes Realty, LLC
Letters to Santa and Giveaway

 
Bears Den 

 
Becker Detailing 

 
Depot Tap

Express Lane Shell 
Christmas Cookies & Hot Chocolate

First Federal Savings Bank 
Reindeer Food & Popcorn 

The First National Bank of Amboy
Hot Chocolate Bar

Take and Make Ornament Kits

Folsom’s Bakery @ Johnson Tractor
Cookie Decorating

Bakery Items for Sale
 

Inspired Home Decor & Gifts
Trolley Stop 

 
Johnson Tractor

Trolley Stop, Folsom’s Bakery w/ Cookie 
Decorating, Giveaways

Equipment for Kids to enjoy looking at
 

Kaleels
 

The Last Alarm 
Drink Specials, Vendors

Long Branch Saloon 
Dinner Specials and Specialty Winter Drink 

Specials

The Main Flower Shop
Open House

Make an ornament to place on the 
Christmas Wish Tree by the band stand

 
Marias Pizza 

On 3 Photography 
Photos with Santa at Santas Village

 
Pankhurst Memorial Library 

Revolution Wellness
Extended Hours, Hot Chocolate

Starlight Dance Studio 
Performance @ Santas Village

Sugar Plum Lane, Carriage Ride Stop 
 

Teen Turf
Make Christmas Wreaths 

Popcorn & Cider, Trolley Stop

Two Sisters on Main  
(Must be 21 to enter)

Christmas Gift Drawing
Snack

The Warehouse Boutique 
Trolley Stop, Bonfire

20% off Storewide Sale

@AmboyHometownChristmasWalk | 
amboychristmaswalk@yahoo.com

AMBOY — The Amboy Hometown Christmas Walk 
Giveaways are back again this year. 

Starting Nov. 12, you can stop by Amboy Food & Liquor, 
Amboy City Hall, Amboy Shell, and Revolution Wellness to 
throw your name in the red box drawing for the big Ham and 
Turkey giveaways sponsored by the City of Amboy. 

Organizers will be drawing Nov. 24, Dec. 3 and Dec. 10. 
These drawings will consist of two winners each at drawing 
– one for a holiday ham or one for a holiday turkey. They 
will be given out first come first serve.

Amboy Hometown 
Christmas Walk to 
hold Giveaways
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