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...The year
of shopping 

locally!

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Mendota City 
Council passed the city tax levy and 
purchased property at its Dec. 20 
regular meeting.

ALDERMANIC REPORTS
John Holland presented the 

2021 tax levy in the amount of 
$2,068,576 to 
fellow council 
members and 
the levy was 
approved. The 
levy is slightly 
higher than the 
2020 levy of $1,974,761. Holland 
said the increase will have minimal 
effect on property tax bills.

In other action from Holland’s 
report, the council approved a cyber 
policy quote from National Specialty 
Insurance in the amount of $9,335 
and granted bonuses of $50 in Men-
dota Chamber Bucks to all full-time 
employees.

Also during Holland’s report and 
handled at the conclusion of other 
aldermanic reports, the council went 
into closed session to discuss the 
purchase of property. After resuming 
in open session, the council approved 
the purchase of the building at 1017 
Main St. (formerly The Head Hunter 
Salon & Day Spa) in the amount of 
$210,000.

During Jim Fitzpatrick’s report, 
the council approved a 2022 motor 
fuel tax resolution of $200,000 for 
repair of streets and highways ac-
cording to the Illinois Highway code.

Fitzpatrick noted at the Dec. 6 
council meeting that there will be 
special hours for the city burn pit for 
Christmas tree disposal. The hours are 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 30 
and 10 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 8.

Mayor David Boelk extended 
Happy New Year wishes to everyone.

The next regular meeting of the 
Mendota City Council will be Mon-
day, Jan. 3, 2022, at 5:30 p.m.

City Council passes 2021 tax levy,
purchases building on Main Street

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Minimum wage workers in 
Illinois will see a boost in their hourly pay to $12 
per hour starting Jan. 1, while tenants in afford-
able housing units will be allowed to keep pets.

Those are just some of the more than 300 new 
laws that take effect in the new year.

The minimum wage increase is actually the 
result of a 2019 law that phases in a state minimum 
wage to $15 an hour by 2025. This year, it will 
increase by one dollar to $12 an hour.

The law allowing public housing tenants to 
keep pets is the result of Senate Bill 154, by Sen. 
Linda Holmes, D-Aurora, and Rep. Stephanie 
Kifowit, D-Oswego. It provides that tenants 
of multifamily housing units that are acquired, 
built or renovated with money from the Illinois 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund may keep up to 
two cats or one dog weighing less than 50 pounds.

It applies to residents of housing units that are 
designated as affordable housing for low- and 
very-low-income families. The bill passed both 
chambers in its final form on May 30 and Gov. 
JB Pritzker signed it into law Aug. 6.

Other new laws include:
• Vehicle taxes: SB58 raises the private vehicle 

tax, which is a sales tax paid on the purchase of 

vehicles, by $75 for each model year where the 
purchase price is less than $15,000 and by $100 
for vehicles priced above that amount. However, 
the registration fee for trailers weighing less than 
3,000 pounds will drop to $36 instead of $118.

• College admissions: HB226, establishing 
the Higher Education Fair 
Admissions Act, prohibits 
public colleges and uni-
versities from requiring 
applicants to submit SAT, 
ACT or other standardized 
test scores as part of the ad-
missions process, although 
prospective students may 
choose to submit them if 
they wish.

• Drug prices:  SB1682 
requires pharmacies to post a notice informing 
consumers that they may request current phar-
macy retail prices at the point of sale.

• FOID card changes: HB562 enacts several 
changes to the Firearm Owner Identification 
card law. Among other things, it provides for a 
streamlined renewal process for FOID cards and 

New state laws taking effect Jan. 1
q Minimum wage hike, pets in public housing among new changes

By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor

MENDOTA – With more 
than 75 Mendota High 
School students at home last 
week – either quarantined, 
symptomatic or suspended – 
on the days semester exams 
were originally scheduled, 
changes in the use of se-
mester exams in determining 
grades were explained during 
the District 280 Board of 
Education regular meeting 
on Dec. 20.

Principal Denise Aughen-
baugh noted that in addition 
to the 75 students out of 
the classroom last week, 
there had been hundreds of 
students cycling in and out 
of quarantines. “We were 
hopeful that we could run a 
regular final exam schedule, 
but we have approximately 
15 percent of our students at 
home this week. Scheduling 
exams and sending online 
exams is just not in the best 
interest of students,” she said. 

The administration and 
faculty agreed to waive the 
15 percent cumulative final 
fall exams this year because 
of the attendance constraints. 
Aughenbaugh said students 
could still be expected to take 
a mastery test in classes, but 
it will not impact their overall 
cumulative grade by 15 per-
cent. Students were already 
offered the opportunity to 
earn final exam exemptions 
and a teacher institute day 
was held on Dec. 20 so some 
students could meet with 
teachers, either in-person or 
remotely, to finalize miss-

Mendota High School 
adopts semester exam 
waivers due to COVID

ing assignments and take 
advantage of remediation 
opportunities. 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Aughenbaugh presented 
information on the shortage 
of school principals in Illi-
nois, which was published in 
the November 2021 Illinois 
Principals Association report 
on “Effective and Sustained 
Principals for Every Illinois 
Community.” With the high 
school to begin the search for 
a new principal by the July 1, 
2023 timeline, she said it is 
important to know the current 
state of candidates. 

First, she said the report 
indicates there is a significant 
decline in new principals. 
Between 2011 and 2020, 
individuals completing their 
principal requirements de-
clined over 75 percent. The 
conclusion of the report 
states that the rate of principal 
attrition is at a “crisis” level. 

“Our district, like many 
others, will need to make 
a strong effort to invest 
in both current and future 
school leaders. Effective 
leadership is very important 
to the success of a school,” 
Aughenbaugh added. 
DAR and SAR Awards 

Aughenbaugh recognized 
this year’s Daughters of 
the American Revolution 
and Sons of the American 
Revolution award winners. 
Alex Stremlau, daughter of 
Nick and Tracie Stremlau, is 
the DAR recipient. Andrew 

q School calendar approved for 2022-23
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Dr. Scholl to retire after 33 years practicing in Mendota
MENDOTA - Dr. David 

Scholl knew at an early age 
that he wanted to pursue a 
career in medicine. But his 
defining moment is not what 
you might expect.

“I was 14 and a high 
school sophomore at the 
time when I spent a week 
in the hospital for appendix 
surgery,” he says. “It was the 
most interesting experience 
had ever been through. I 
had two roommates and we 
played cards and teased the 
nurses. I had a blast.”

Dr. Scholl, a family prac-
tice physician at OSF Health-
Care Saint Paul Medical 
Center, is retiring after a long 
career as a Mendota physi-
cian. His last day is Dec. 30.

“Dr. Scholl has been a 
well-respected physician 
and member of the Mendota 
community for more than 
30 years,” says Dr. Brian 
Rosborough, chief medical 
officer for OSF HealthCare 
Saint Elizabeth Medical 

Center. “The positive effect 
he has had on his patients and 
the staff at Saint Paul Medical 
Center will be missed.”

In college, Dr. Scholl took 
a part-time job as a radiol-
ogy technician at AMITA 
Health Resurrection Medical 
Center, near his northwest 
Chicago home. After earning 
his medical degree at that 
same hospital, Dr. Scholl 
served three years for the 
Department of Defense at 
the Dyes Air Force Base in 

Abilene, Texas. That’s when 
he developed a passion for 
working at a smaller hospital 
where he could do every-
thing from emergency care, 
assisting with surgery and 
delivering babies.

That experience ulti-
mately drew Dr. Scholl to 
Mendota, where he joined a 
private practice in 1988 and 
embraced the small town 
feel of this rural community. 
“It was destiny,” he says. 
“Mendota was a place where 
I could get involved, not have 
to worry about travel time 
and I could attend most of my 
children’s sporting events.”

Dr. Scholl joined Mendota 
Community Hospital in 2002 
and then OSF HealthCare 
when the two organizations 
merged in 2015. “It was a 
good move for the commu-
nity,” he says. “It allowed 
health care in Mendota to 
move into the 21st century. 
Patient care and technology 
has improved greatly. I truly 

believe in the Mission of the 
Sisters. They are remarkable 
people.”

In addition to his medi-
cal practice, Dr. Scholl has 
been an active community 
volunteer. Over the years, 
he has volunteered on the 
hospital board, served as 
medical director for Abigail 
Women’s Center, a pregnan-
cy crisis center in Mendota, 
and taught health classes at 
Mendota High School.

Dr. Scholl says he will 
remain active in the Mendota 
area following his retirement. 
He and his wife, Joan, plan 
on spending more time with 
their five children and 16 
grandchildren. He also en-
joys playing golf, guitar and 
working around the house.

“I feel truly blessed to be 
part of the Mendota com-
munity,” he says. “I will 
miss the patients - many 
of whom have become like 
best friends. It’s hard to say 
goodbye.”

LOCAL AND AREA

Dr. Scholl

EDUCATION 
BRIEFS

Lee Co. Farm Bureau 
honored by IFB

AMBOY—The Lee County Farm Bureau was recently 
recognized during the 107th Annual Meeting of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau for their outstanding programming during 
2019 and 2020.

The LCFB was recognized for outstanding programming 
in the areas of Ag Literacy and Membership Value and was 
also recognized as a top county for non-farming member 
growth for counties in their membership group.

The Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting provides an 
opportunity for recognition of outstanding achievement by 
individual members and county Farm Bureaus. Counties 
compete for awards with other counties of similar mem-
bership size.

Illinois Farm Bureau Vice President, Brian Duncan, left, 
presents the award to Lee County Farm Bureau president, 
Adam Henkel. (Photo contributed)

Soups and Stews for Instant Pot, Slow Cooker and Stovetop 
LA SALLE - The LaSalle Public Library will virtually 

host Natalie Martin, Master Gardener, on Tuesday, Jan. 18 
as she presents a unique program to celebrate National Soup 
Month beginning at 6 p.m.

January is National Soup Month. The cold temperatures 
and chilly days make this perfect time to celebrate and 
reminisce with a warm bowl of hearty soup or stew. Martin 
will demonstrate three different soup or stew recipes, uti-

lizing three different cooking methods –stovetop, Instant 
Pot, and slow cooker. She will include vegetarian as well as 
meat-friendly versions.

This program is free and open to all. Register at https://
bit.ly/3ypuaCy. 

For more information, please contact the LaSalle Public 
Library at (815) 223-2341 or e-mail Rachael Blomquist at 
rblomquist@lasalle.lib.il.us.

Milwaukee School 
of Engineering 
Honors List 

MILWAUKEE, Wis. - 
Jenna O’Donnell of Mendota 
was named to the Milwau-
kee School of Engineering 
Honors List for the 2021 
fall quarter. Undergraduate 
students who earn a GPA of 
3.20 or higher (out of 4.0) 
for the quarter are eligible. 
O’Donnell is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science in Bio-
medical Engineering.

Illinois Audubon Society purchases additional land in Lee Co.
LEE COUNTY - The Illinois Audubon So-

ciety has purchased an 80-acre addition to the 
352-acre Amboy Marsh Nature Preserve located 
in Lee County.

The addition contains highly restorable sand 
woodlands and savannas interspersed with small 
wetlands and wet sand prairies. “This land will 
provide immediate food, shelter and breeding 
areas for native fauna, and safe habitat for native 
flora,” said Deb Carey, Illinois Audubon Society 
President.

The parcel is in the Green River Lowlands 
Natural Division of Illinois. The Green River 
Lowlands are known to provide suitable habitat 
for several state-listed endangered and threatened 
species. 

Acquisition of the parcel contributes to the 
Society’s long-term goal to permanently preserve 
safe breeding habitat for the state-endangered 
Blanding’s turtle, state-threatened plains hog-
nosed snake and state-threatened ornate box 
turtle, which occur at the nearby Amboy Marsh 
Nature Preserve and scattered sites within the 
Green River Lowlands.

Funding for the acquisition comes from the 
recent bequest of Gil and Mary Hebard of Knox-
ville. “The bequest received from the Hebards has 
strengthened our ability to focus on our mission 
of land protection in Illinois,” commented Jim 
Herkert, Executive Director. “Illinois Audubon 
Society also recognizes the Grigalauski family 
for their desire to preserve this land for the en-

joyment of future generations.” 
The Society will oversee the placement of 

two dedication stones and a bench in honor of 
the Grigalauski Family sometime in 2022.

The mission of the Illinois Audubon Society 
is to promote the perpetuation and appreciation 
of native plants and animals and the habitats that 
support them. The Society is an independent, 
member supported, not-for-profit, statewide 
organization. 

Founded in 1897, the Society is Illinois’ old-
est private conservation organization with 2200 
members, 17 chapters and 19 affiliate groups. The 
Illinois Audubon Society has protected more than 
5,500 acres by investing $12.5 million to protect 
land and water throughout Illinois.



The Mendota Reporter • A3Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2021

80th birthday card shower 
planned for Carole Benson

AMBOY - The family of 
Carole Benson of Amboy is 
requesting a card shower in 
honor of her 80th birthday. 
Benson was born on Jan. 3, 
1942 at Angear Hospital in 
Sublette. 

Her family includes four 
children, Susan (Hugh) 
McCoy of Sublette, Connie 
(Jon) Yambert of Compton, 
the late Sherry (Lane) Zerbe 
of Byron, and Dr. Jonathan 
(Sarah) Benson of Hunt-
ertown, Ind. She has eight 
grandchildren, Ryan McCoy 
of Rancho Cucamonga, 
Calif., Courtney McCoy of 
Ottawa, Shannon Wegner of 
Dixon, Kelly Callahan and 
Michelle Callahan, both of 
Aurora, Jennifer Hermeyer 
of Amboy, Josh Christof-
fersen of Chicago, and Tara 
(Adrian) Medina of Naples, 
Fla. A granddaughter, Sar-
ah Christoffersen, died in 

infancy. She also has nine 
great-grandchildren, Ren 
McCoy, Nolan Wegner, 
Sienna Morales, Caden 
Hermeyer, Jayce Hermeyer, 
Asher Eccles, Alexis Me-
dina, Liliana Medina, and 
Quentin Medina.  

Cards of congratulations 
may be sent to Carole Ben-
son at P.O. Box 96, Amboy, 
IL 61310.

LOCAL AND AREA

The following financial institutions 
will be closed the days listed below.

Eureka Savings Bank
(815)539-5656 

Member FDIC
Closing at noon on Friday, Dec. 31. Closed Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022.

Financial Plus Credit Union
(815)539-3444 
Member NCUA-ESI

Closing at noon on Friday, Dec. 31. Closed Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022.

 
First State Bank

(815)538-2265 
Member FDIC

Closing at noon on Friday, Dec. 31. Closed Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022.

Midland States Bank
(815)539-9346 

Member FDIC
Open normal business hours on Friday, Dec. 31. Closed Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022.

Carl’s Quiz
To support the American war effort 
during World War II, what item was 

the first to be rationed in the U.S. 
beginning on Dec. 27, 1941?

1.) Bicycles, 2.) Stoves, 3.) Tires, 
4.) Sugar, 5.) Coffee

The answer to the Dec. 15 quiz is: “Jingle Bells” is 
the most frequently used Christmas song in movies 

according to IMDb credits. 
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

Benson

Place your next 
advertisement in

The Reporter
and get results

Kishwaukee offering new certificate in Organizational Leadership
MALTA - Kishwaukee College has 

created a new Organizational Leader-
ship certificate, which will be available 
to students in the spring 2022 semester.

The certificate is designed for stu-
dents seeking entry-level leadership 
positions within an organization while 
building necessary communication 
and business skills. Additionally, those 
currently employed and looking to ad-
vance in their careers can benefit from 
this certificate. 

Organizational leadership offers a 
wide range of career possibilities in 
today’s global marketplace. Students 
will prepare for positions in general 
management, business information 
management, human resources man-

agement, operations management and 
administrative support.

“This certificate is a great way to 
gain or expand leadership skills. The 
courses focus on real-world situations 
to help students understand and practice 
leadership,” said Tammy Tiggelaar, 
Associate Professor of Business and 
Marketing Management at Kishwaukee 
College. “Leadership is essential at all 
levels of an organization. No matter the 
industry, skills like problem-solving and 
decision-making are key.”

The program takes one year to com-
plete and builds upon classes needed for 
Kish’s Supervision Basics Certificate. 
Students who wish to continue their 
education can use the Organizational 

Leadership certificate as a pathway to 
earn their Associate in Applied Science 
in Marketing Management or higher 
degrees.

Classes offered in the Spring 
semester include Human Relations, 
Introduction to Management and 
Leadership Development. These classes 
are being offered online, with regular 
class meetings happening via Zoom to 
allow students to participate in virtual 
class discussions and activities from 
anywhere.

The spring 2022 semester begins 
Tuesday, Jan. 18. For more information, 
visit kish.edu or contact Academic 
Advising at advising@kish.edu or One-
Stop at onestop@kish.edu.

Red Cross Blood Drive report
MENDOTA - The Amer-

ican Red Cross held a suc-
cessful blood drive on Dec. 
14 at the Mendota Moose 
Family Center. There were 
66 presenting donors and 
69 good units were collect-
ed. This included 54 whole 
blood and 15 double red cell 
donations. 

Organizers reported a 
great turnout and expressed 
their appreciation to every-
one who gave their time and 
donated. Joe Masini was a 
first-time donor. 

Volunteers for the day 

included Sandy Schroeder, 
Margy Frey, Kristi Carroll, 
Peg Mathesius-Cerveny, 
Lori Schlesinger and Lori 
Simonton. Mendota Subway 
again donated sandwiches 
for the donor luncheon. First 
State Bank also sponsored 
sandwiches and chips for 
the drive.  

The next bloodmobile 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Feb. 8 at the Mendota Moose 
Family Center. If you would 
like to make an appointment 
or have questions, please call 
Lori at (815) 866-3582.

Stockman of the Year
The LaSalle County Stockman’s Association announced 
their 2021 Stockman of the Year, Larry Stillwell during 
their Harvest Rewards Banquet in November. Stillwell, 
left, and his wife, Nancy, right, are congratulated by 
board member Floyd Crane during the event. Stillwell, 
who is a past LCSA president, farms in the Tonica area. 
(Photo contributed)

Casting call for Stage 212’s 
“Unnecessary Farce”

LA SALLE - Auditions for Stage 212’s spring production, 
“Unnecessary Farce” by Paul Slade Smith, will be held at 
6 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 15 and at 1 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 16 at 
the Manahan Center, 700 First St., LaSalle.  

The play, which tells the tale of a police sting operation 
on an embezzling mayor that goes hilariously wrong, will 
be directed by Joseph Ennenbach and produced by Larry 
Kelsey and Jessica Kreiser.

The cast consists of four men and three women ranging 
in age from the 20’s to the 70’s. The auditions will consist 
of readings from the script, but familiarity with the script is 
not a requirement to audition. Perusal scripts are available 
by contacting the director at (815) 488-0633 or at nnbox@
hotmail.com. 

Per state-mandated COVID protocols, masks are required 
in the building except when actually auditioning. Stage 212 
auditions are open to all, regardless of previous theatrical 
experience. Volunteers are also welcome for production crews.

“Unnecessary Farce” will be performed April 22-23-24 
and 28-29-30-May 1. 

LaSalle County Farm Bureau 
manager earns state certification

OTTAWA – Kayla Kiefer, FBCM, has completed all 
the requirements to receive her designation as a “Certified 
Manager” by the Illinois Farm Bureau. Kiefer has been the 
manager of LaSalle County Farm Bureau since 2015. 

The FBCM program, which recognizes county managers 
for professional achievement and staff leadership, was started 
in 1993 by the Illinois Farm Bureau. To receive the FBCM 
designation, county farm bureau managers must complete a 
series of six exams which assess expertise in various mana-
gerial areas. Recertification is granted every five years based 
on 50 hours of continuing education areas and professional 
staff leadership.

The Illinois Farm Bureau is a member of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, a national organization of farmers 
and ranchers. Founded in 1916, IFB is a non-profit, mem-
bership organization directed by farmers who join through 
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Leslie E. Mullins Jr.
PAW PAW- Leslie E. Mullins Jr., 

88, of rural Paw Paw, passed away 
Dec. 26, 2021 at his home surround-
ed by his loving family. 

Visitation will be from 9:30 to 
11 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 30 at the 
Paw Paw United Methodist Church, 
370 Wiley Ave., Paw Paw. Funeral 
services will immediately follow 
the visitation at 11 a.m. with Pastor 
Dana Cox officiating. Interment will 
follow in Old English Cemetery, Shabbona.

Les was born Sept. 2, 1933 in DeKalb to Leslie E. and 
Elizabeth (Harbert) Mullins. He married Jane Ping on Aug. 
20, 1977 in Arthur. She preceded him in death.

Survivors include one daughter, Leanne (Doug) Dickinson 
of Compton; two grandchildren, Trent and Kayla Hickey; 
and a sister-in-law, Karen Olscamp.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, Jane; a 
sister, Mary Louise Sedlak; and a brother, Richard Mullins.

Les was a lifelong farmer, raising Hereford beef cattle. He 
was still farming and raising animals until this last month. He 
was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1956. He enjoyed talking 
about his days traveling the country while in the Army. He was 
a loving grandfather to Trent, 17, and Kayla, 15. He enjoyed 
keeping up with friends, new and old, and always had time 
for a conversation, even when others did not.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in Les’ name may be 
directed to the family for a memorial that will be established.

Arrangements were completed by the Jacobson-Torman 
Funeral Home in Shabbona.
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this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
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Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Railroad crossing gateWinner - Fred Mende

Where is it…

in Mendota?
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ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
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concisely on a slip of paper 
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on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week. Prizes must be 
picked up at the Mendota 

Reporter Office.

Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance  
and Financial Review®.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Protect  
your family. 
 

Prepare  
for their future.

I can help with both.

1001386.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Kurt Bruno, Agent
1103 Main Street

Mendota, IL  61342
Bus: 815-539-3878

kurt.bruno.gtoz@statefarm.com

Bonnie Morris
bmorris@

mendotareporter.com

E-mail
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Mary R. Hochstatter
MENDOTA - Mary Rita Hoch-

statter, 98, of Mendota, passed away 
Dec. 23, 2021 at the Villa Senior 
Care Community, Sherman.

Mass of Christian burial will be 
at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 30 
at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic 
Church, Peterstown with Father 
Peter Pilon officiating. Burial will be 
at Saints Peter and Paul Cemetery, 
Peterstown. Visitation will be from 
4-7 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 29 at the Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota, with a 3:15 p.m. Rosary. Visitation will also be 
held Thursday from 9:30 -10:30 a.m. at the funeral home.

Mary was born Nov. 5, 1923 to Timothy and Josephine 
(McGrath) Flaherty of Dimmick Township. She married Paul 
Hochstatter, son of Benjamin and Mary (Granfield), on Sept. 
12, 1945 at Sacred Heart Church, Dimmick. He preceded 
her in death in 2019.

Survivors include four daughters, Paula (Randy) Jones 
and Kathy (Steve) Swan, both of Springfield, Joanne (Mi-
chael) Sadrakula of Arlington Heights and Becky (Brad) 
Townsend of Sorento; one son, Bob (Cathy) Hochstatter of 
Bartonville; 11 grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; and 
two sisters-in-law, Celeste Schmitt and Jeanne Hochstatter, 
both of Mendota.

She was preceded in death by her husband; her parents; 
two brothers, Francis and Martin; and three sisters, Mary 
Eleanor, Lucille McNally and Sister Timothy Marie (Patricia).

Mary attended country school and was a 1941 graduate of 
LaSalle-Peru High School. She attended LPO Junior College 
for one year. Mary and Paul were lifelong farmers. Prior to 
her marriage, she worked in the office at Conco Engineering 
in Mendota. She left her job at Conco Engineering to support 
the effort of World War II and worked to build ships (LSTs) 
at the Seneca Shipyards on the Illinois River. Some of these 
landing ships’ tanks were used at Normandy during the D-Day 
invasion. She found working at the shipyards to be her most 
interesting job. After her marriage, she taught at a country 
school for two years. While raising her family, she worked 
various part time jobs and then attended IVCC in Oglesby to 
obtain her degree in Library Science. After attending IVCC, 
she worked at Mendota High School in the library for several 
years before retiring and found working at MHS to be her 
most enjoyable job.

Mary was a member of the Saints Peter and Paul Church 
Altar Society and the local Home Extension. She was an 
avid reader, an amazing seamstress and enjoyed crocheting 
and gardening. She was always first in line to help family, 
friends and neighbors when needed. She had an avid interest 
in history and was able to recall amazing details of historical 
events and facts, resulting in never beating her while watching 
Jeopardy. During her retirement, she manually researched the 
genealogy of the Flaherty family, tracing their roots back to 
emigrating from Ireland and created a large family tree book 
with hundreds of photos and pages of information. She and 
her four daughters traveled to Ireland in 1998. Mary and Paul 
loved to travel and visited most of the U.S. and 10 countries 
in Europe. In later years, they spent several months every 
winter in Daytona Beach.

Memorials may be directed to Franciscan Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrittfh.com. 

Doris A. Mellott 
MENDOTA - Doris A. Mellott, 86, of Mendota, passed 

away Dec. 25, 2021 at OSF Saint Paul Medical Center, 
Mendota surrounded by her family.

A private family visitation will be held from noon until 
1 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 30 at the Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota followed by a 1:30 p.m. public Mass of Christian 
Burial at Holy Cross Church, Mendota. Father Jeff Windy will 
officiate. Burial will be at Holy Cross Cemetery, Mendota.

Pallbearers will be Meghan Morrison, Jake Zdunich, Bry-
ton Mellott, Brandy Mellott, Alicia Mallery, Owen Mallery 
and Jason Bauer.

Doris was born June 11, 1935 to Laurence and Josephine 
(Sondgeroth) Amfahr and grew up one of six children on the 
family dairy farm. She married Don Mellott on Oct. 10, 1959. 
He preceded her in death on Dec. 22, 1971.

Survivors include three daughters, Debbie Lonie of Uti-
ca, Deanna (Thad) Zdunich of Serena, and Denise (David) 
Mallery of Hennepin; one son, Duane (Cindy) Mellott of 
Gilbertsville, Ky.; six grandchildren, Meghan (Kyle) Mor-
rison of Blue Grass, Iowa, Jake Zdunich of Ottawa, Bryton 
Mellott of Tuscaloosa, Ala., Brandy Mellott of Tolleson, 
Ariz., Alicia Mallery of Phoenix, Ariz. and Owen Mallery 
of Hennepin; three sisters, Verona Whitmore, Carol Fischer 
and Roberta Lauer, all of Mendota; and one brother, Henry 
Amfahr of Merced, Calif.

She was preceded in death by her husband; her parents; 
and one sister, Laurine Harms.

Doris graduated from Mendota High School in 1953. She 
and Don became the parents of four children and resided in 
West Brooklyn. Doris worked at Wayside Press in Mendota 
as a press operator and then at Sauer-Sundstrand in Peru as 
a secretary for over 25 years until her retirement in 2000. 
She enjoyed going to watch her grandchildren in all their 
sporting events, piano recitals, musical productions, and 
graduation ceremonies. She was always there whenever 
her grandchildren or children needed her. She was an avid 
Chicago Cubs, Chicago Bulls and Chicago Bears fan. She 
enjoyed going to a Chicago Cubs game whenever one of her 
grandchildren or children could take her. She was even able to 
go to a Championship game when the Chicago Cubs defeated 
the Cardinals and was thrilled to see the Cubs win the World 
Series. She also enjoyed going to watch her beloved Cubs 
play in Phoenix, Ariz. and spend time with her granddaughter.

Memorials may be directed to Mendota Area Senior 
Services or the Anthony Rizzo Family Foundation. Online 
condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

IVCC offering 
industrial courses for 
high-demand careers 

OGLESBY – Courses 
leading to high-demand, 
high-pay careers in Comput-
er Numerical Control (CNC) 
and Industrial Maintenance 
begin Jan. 10 at Illinois 
Valley Community College.

“We’re offering a full 
series of CNC courses for 
students wanting to advance 
in their career and for those 
just starting out,” said Dean 
of Workforce Development 
Shane Lange.

Spring courses include: 
Fundamentals of CNC Oper-
ations, CNC 1200; CNC Mill 
Machine Operations, CNC 
1202; CNC Turning Center 
Operations, CNC 1204; and 
CNC Turning Center Oper-
ations 2, CNC 1206.

IVCC is also offering 
the majority of its industrial 
maintenance courses this 
spring, Lange said.

“Local and regional 
employers have a crucial 
shortage of maintenance 
technicians,” he said.  “Job 
outlook and advancement is 
the best it has been in at least 
a decade.”

Courses preparing stu-
dents for industrial and 
construction maintenance 
careers include: Hydraulics, 
IMT 1205; Pneumatics, IMT 
1206; Pipefitting, IMT 1207; 
Industrial Safety, IMT 1208; 
and Rigging, IMT 1220.

“We have courses for 
students looking to begin 
gaining skills and for those 
expanding upon what they 
already know,” he said.

In-person registration is 
open Monday, Dec. 20 and 
then resumes Monday, Jan. 3. 

Please visit www.ivcc.
edu for additional infor-
mation.

Don’t fly blind when 
feeding pet birds

Picky eaters come in 
all shapes and sizes, and 
our avian friends are no 
exception. Despite birds’ 
tendency to favor some 
foods over others, creat-
ing a balanced diet is a 
crucial factor to pet bird 
ownership.

Dr. Ashley Navarrette, 
a clinical assistant pro-
fessor at the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical 
Sciences, offers guidance 
on developing a healthy 
diet for pet birds.

“Like with any pet, 
diet plays a crucial role 
in maintaining bird health 
and preventing disease,” 
Navarrette said.

When it comes to bird 
feed, owners typically are 
presented with two op-
tions—pellets and seeds.

While a majority of 
seed-based diets are sup-
plemented to assure all 
needed nutrients are pro-
vided, many birds will 
be selective in what they 
choose to eat from the 
feed. This can often lead 
to nutrient deficiencies in 
pet birds.

On the other hands, the 
benefit of a pelleted diet, 
Navarrette said, is that it 
“allows for multiple in-
gredients to be combined 
and formulated to meet 
the nutrient requirements 
of specific species of pet 
birds.”

Because pellets are 
homogenous, pet birds 
consume the entire pellet, 
which allows for a more 
balanced diet. A pelleted 
diet also contains protein 
sources such as egg and le-
gumes, which will supply 
pet birds with the protein 
they need.  

“One might compare 
pet bird pellets to canine 
and feline kibble that 
provides total nutrition,” 
Navarrette said. “I routine-
ly recommend that pellets/

formulated diets make up 
approximately 70-85% of 
the diet and the rest can be 
supplemented with fruits, 
vegetables, and legumes.”

Fruits and vegetables 
high in Vitamin A—such 
as bell peppers, carrots, 
sweet potatoes, squash, 
mango, and papaya—
are great options. Other 
tasty treats are asparagus, 
cooked beans, cucumber, 
fig, kale, and zucchini. 

Birds should never 
be given avocado, as it 
is highly toxic to them. 
Navarrette also suggests 
limiting greens that con-
tain high water content 
and little nutritional value, 
such as iceberg lettuce and 
celery. 

When switching from 
a seed to pellet diet, bird 
owners should consult 
with their avian veter-
inarians, who can help 
troubleshoot any transi-
tioning issues.

This change must be 
done slowly, as it may 
take weeks, if not months, 
for birds to become ac-
customed to a new diet. 
Smaller species, such as 
budgerigar, may not ini-
tially recognize pellets as 
food. This conversion may 
require owners getting 
creative to entice their pet 
bird to try out the new diet, 
Navarrette said.

A proper balanced diet 
is important to anyone 
living a healthy life, in-
cluding our avian friends. 
Owners should be mindful 
of what their pet birds 
are consuming and how 
they can better adapt such 
diets to the needs of their 
animals.
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The Community Calendar Is 
Brought To You By Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce 

& The Mendota Reporter.
These are some of the local 
businesses who belong to 

your Chamber of Commerce

Community Health Partnership of Illinois

Country Financial- Michael J. Organ, Agent

Cross Body Shop

D & D Antiques

DBP LLC (Dependable Business Products)

De La O Restaurant & Bar

DeLong’s Auto Body

Designs & Signs By Anderson

Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
EXERCISES

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

8 AM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
CARD CLUB

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

12 pm
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700.

Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
DOMINOES

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 PM
Mendota Civic Center

For more information call 
(815) 539-7700

Hearing and batteries 
available at MASS office.

Jan. 3
COMMUNITY BINGO

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

2 pm
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Open to the public.

Jan. 26
MOVIE “FROZEN”

Sponsored by Graves-
Hume Library & MASS

3 PM
Graves-Hume Library

MASS will provide snacks
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 4, 11, 18 & 25
GAMES & PUZZLES

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

10 am
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 4, 11, 18 & 25
EUCHRE

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
Admission $3

Cash prizes will be 
awarded at the end of 

games played.
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 4, 11, 18 & 25
WII BOWLING

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 pm
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 5, 12, 19 & 26
CORN HOLE (BAGS) 

GAME
Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

10 AM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 6, 13, 20 & 27
EXERCISES

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

8 AM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 6 & 20
HEARING CLINIC

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

9:30 am to 1 pm
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
Hearing aid batteries 
available at MASS
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 6, 13, 20 & 27
POKENO

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 6, 13, 20 & 27
QUILT & CRAFT CLUB
Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
Bring your craft projects to 

work on. Join others!
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Jan. 7 & 21
COLOR ME CALM

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services
9:30 am to 11:30 am
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Art supplies will be 
provided.

Jan. 7, 14, 21 & 28
WORD GAMES

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

10 am to 11 am
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call (815) 

539-7700

Jan. 7, 14, 21 & 28
BINGO

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call (815) 

539-7700

Jan. 11 & 18
BLOOD PRESSURE & 

BLOOD SUGAR CHECKS
Sponsored by the Civic 
Center/Mendota Area 

Senior Services
11 am to 12 pm

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call (815) 
539-7700

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

12272021

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Serving Tex’s Chicken Cordon Bleu,

Prime Rib & 8 oz Filet
Along with Full Menu
Call for Reservations!

Champagne toast at Midnight

We will be closed Jan. 1-4, 2022  
for vacation!

Sunday Funday with Stranger Z
Jan. 16 - 2-5 p.m.

Notice is given of the Annual Open 
Meeting at the Mendota Area Chris-
tian Food Pantry. The meeting is open 
to the public and anyone wanting to 
serve on the board or anyone with oth-
er business should attend. Election of 
board members and officers will take 
place at this meeting. The meeting will 
be held at the pantry at 918 N. Main 
Street, Mendota, IL. at 6:30 pm on 
January 11, 2022. 12292021

Concealed Carry Licenses 
for people who voluntarily 
submit fingerprint records. It 
also allows the Illinois State 
Police to issue a combined 
FOID card and Concealed 
Carry License to qualified 
applicants, and it establishes 
a new Violent Crime Intel-
ligence Task Force to take 
enforcement action against 
people with revoked FOID 
cards.

• Student mental health: 
HB576 and SB1577 allow 
students in Illinois up to 
five excused absences to 
attend to their mental or 
behavioral health without 
providing a medical note. 
Those students will be given 
an opportunity to make up 
any work they missed during 
the first absence and, after 
using a second mental health 
day, may be referred to the 
appropriate school support 
personnel.

• Official flags: HB605 
requires state agencies and 
institutions to purchase Illi-
nois and American flags that 
are made in the United States.

• Hair styles: SB817 
prohibits discrimination in 
schools against individuals 
on the grounds of wearing 
natural or ethnic hairstyles, 
which include dreadlocks, 
braids, twists and afros.

• Lemonade stands: 
SB119 prohibits public 
health authorities from reg-
ulating or shutting down 
lemonade stands or similar 
operations that are operated 
by children under the age 
of 16. Known as “Hayli’s 
Law,” it was inspired by 
12-year-old Hayli Martinez, 
whose lemonade stand in 
Kankakee was shut down by 
local officials.

• Juneteenth: HB3922 
recognizes June 19, or “June-
teenth,” as an official state 
holiday that commemorates 
the end of slavery in the Unit-
ed States. In June, President 
Joe Biden also signed a bill 
designating Juneteenth as a 
federal holiday.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Laws
Continued from Page A1

Stamberger, son of Jayson 
and Rebecca Stamberger, 
is the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution recipient. 
Students are selected by 
votes of senior students and 
faculty based upon service, 
dependability, leadership and 
patriotism. 
Updated Calendar

Dec. 20-31 - Winter break 
(if all work is completed)

Jan. 3 - Teacher Institute
Jan. 17 - Regular day of 

student attendance 
May 20 - Last day of 

school (earliest possible)
May 23-27 - Emergency 

days
SUPERINTENDENT’S 

REPORT 
The tax rate was approved 

by the board following a 
Truth in Taxation Hearing. 
Superintendent Jeff Prusator 
said there were no changes in 
the numbers since last month 
so the tax rate will either be 
flat or go down. 

The 2022-23 school calen-
dar was approved by the board. 
The school year will start 
earlier next fall with teachers 
having an institute Aug. 8 
and 9 and students returning 
Aug. 10 and 11. There will be 
no school on Aug. 12 for the 
Sweet Corn Festival. Prusator 
said the high school returned to 
a regular schedule this year but 
that was disrupted this month 
because of the large number 
of students in quarantine due 
to COVID. 

“I expect the pandemic to 
still be with us next year and 
we will go through this all 
over again. The numbers will 
go down over the summer 

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – With 
a pair of major policy victo-
ries in hand, Gov. JB Pritz-
ker traveled to the United 
Nations Climate Change 
Conference in Glasgow, 
Scotland, in early November 
and shared a vision for his 
home state: “Illinois intends 
to become the best place 
in North America to drive 
and manufacture an electric 
vehicle.”

It’s a message he’s repeat-
ed on countless occasions in 
recent public appearances, 
and one that he brought to 
international business lead-
ers in a trip to London prior 
to the U.N. conference. And 
it’s one that, if realized, the 
governor believes can yield 
victories for his administra-
tion on a pair of his campaign 
cornerstones – economic 
growth and carbon reduction. 

“This is about economic 
development as much as it 
is about saving our planet,” 
Pritzker said during a pan-
el discussion at the U.N. 
conference with governors 
from Washington, Oregon 
and Hawaii.

Numerically, that vision 
amounts to putting 1 million 
EVs on state roads by 2030, a 
goal written into the Climate 
and Equitable Jobs Act, or 
CEJA, a wide-ranging decar-
bonization bill that Pritzker 
signed into law in September. 

But how can Illinois 
increase the number of EVs 
on state roads to 1 million 
from just the 34,363 licensed 
in the state as of the end of 
October? 

For the Pritzker admin-
istration, CEJA and an EV 
manufacturing tax credit 
package known as the REV 
Act make up the backbone of 
a push to lure private invest-
ment while breaking down 
well-documented consumer 
barriers to EV adoption as the 
industry stands on the cusp 
of an explosion. 

“We have sent a very 
clear market signal not just 
in the United States, but now 
across the world, that this is 
going to be the place if you 
want to make, manufacture 
or drive an electric vehicle, to 
do it,” Deputy Gov. Christian 
Mitchell, who accompanied 
Pritzker on his European 

1 million EVs: Inside the state’s plan 
for electrifying the transportation sector

and then after the holidays 
with everyone indoors, they 
will go back up,” he ex-
plained. “So, we’re taking a 
long break again at Christmas 
but starting a few days earlier 
so exams can be given and 
days do not have to be added 
somewhere else.”

The board passed a reso-
lution to abate the Alternate 
Revenue Bond for the sta-
dium payment. Next year, 
the final payment will be 
made and the stadium will 
be paid in full. Prusator said 
the money came from TIF 
and is to be used for capital 
improvements, so this was 
a perfect project to spend 
those funds on because it will 
benefit students and the com-
munity for years to come. 

Board president Jim Lau-
er pointed out that this was 
another promise the board 
made and fulfilled.

The health insurance 
renewal was approved with 
only a 1 percent increase. 
Prusator said in 17 years, 
this was the second lowest 
increase the high school has 
had for health insurance. 

OTHER BUSINESS
Athletic Director Steve 

Hanson reported on the fall 
sports season, which he felt 
went very well. “There was 
some success on the field, 
kids were able to go to all 
their meets, which was good 
for the students, and we were 
also able to host various 
tournaments,” he said. 

The board approved the 
updated 2021-22 school 
calendar.

The next regular meeting 
will be Monday, Jan. 17 at 
6 p.m. 

Dist. 280
Continued from Page A1

q Administration: Illinois ‘best place in North America’ to drive, manufacture an EV
trip, said. 

With the new laws passed, 
the focus turns to implemen-
tation and distributing more 
than $200 million in state and 
federal funding for the rollout 
of charging infrastructure. 

Mitchell and other advo-
cates behind CEJA recently 
spoke to Capitol News Illi-
nois about the next step for 
meeting EV rollout goals, the 
strengths of the two laws that 
aim to get Illinois there, and 
other actions the administra-
tion has taken. 

‘Jobs, jobs, jobs’
The key to Illinois’ ap-

proach to penetrating the EV 
market, Mitchell said, is that 
it addresses the supply and 
demand sides of the industry. 

“It’s incredibly important 
if we are going to be success-
ful as a state and environmen-
talists are to be successful 
across the country, that we 
couch this issue in jobs, jobs, 
jobs,” Mitchell said. 

On the supply side, CEJA 
includes credits of up to 80 
percent for the installation 
of charging infrastructure. 
Money for that will come 
from a $70 million allotment 
from the state’s 2019 Rebuild 
Illinois infrastructure plan. 
Another $149 million sent 
to Illinois from a recent-
ly-passed federal infrastruc-
ture plan will also aid in the 
buildout. 

On the demand side, 
CEJA includes a $4,000 
rebate for those who buy 
electric vehicles in the state. 
The governor’s office said 
there’s about $5.1 million 
in the fund that will supply 
those rebates beginning in 
July 2022, and as of now it 
has only a “rough estimate” 
that “thousands” of Illinois-
ans will be able to receive 
the rebate. 

For companies like EVgo, 
one of the largest public 
charging networks in the 
U.S., policies like CEJA 
serve as a market catalyst, 
said Sara Rafalson, vice 
president of market devel-
opment and public policy at 
the company. 

“The most important 
thing that came out of the 
legislation at the state lev-
el, is that Illinois is really 
poised for success, because 
we have in place now both 
the complementary policies 

to support vehicle sales as 
well as sustained long-term 
investments in charging in-
frastructure,” she said. “For 
a business like ours, when 
we see higher vehicle sales, 
that sends a strong signal to 
the market that we need to 
build more chargers.” 

The REV Act, which 
passed with near-unanimous 
bipartisan support in the 
fall session, creates payroll 
tax credits ranging from 25 
percent to 100 percent of in-
come tax withheld for new or 
retained EV manufacturing 
jobs, depending on factors 
such as company location 
and number of employees 
hired. It also creates a 10 
percent credit for training 
expenses and credits for con-
struction wages and building 
materials. 

That measure also pro-
vides the incentives to man-
ufacturers of electric vehicle 
parts, such as batteries.

At a bill signing event for 
the REV Act, Jim Chen, vice 
president of public policy of 
Rivian Automotive, which 
has an EV manufacturing 
plant in the Blooming-
ton-Normal area, said the 
bill will be a major support 
for the company that already 
employs more than 3,000 
Illinoisans in its 3.5 million 
square feet of manufacturing 
space.

“Today’s bill signing 
represents the next step in 
promoting Illinois as the 
Silicon Valley of EVs, as we 
work together to attract new 
investment from suppliers 
and other supporting players 
in this industry,” he said.

The REV Act is also an ef-
fort to lure new manufactur-
ers here while encouraging 
existing companies, such as 
the Stellantis manufacturing 
company in the Rockford 
area, to retool their existing 
plants. 

“The fact that the governor 
was able to go to Glasgow, 
not just with a climate bill in 
hand that provides a $4,000 
incentive to consumers to 
buy an electric vehicle, but 
also an incentive package to 
get more of those sites here to 
manufacture EVs as well as 
all the downstream materials 

See EVs, Page A7
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Dec. 29, 1999.)
By Jessica Nashold

It was 10 years ago, on Dec. 29, 
1989, that the Mendota Optimist Club 
sponsored Loenwolf for an “evening 
of classic rock” at the Mendota Civic 
Center. The five-member group, all from 
this area, enjoyed great popularity. Tony 
Martin, a former member of the Men-
dota Vanguards, was featured vocalist. 
Al Fitch (Mendota/LaMoille) manned 
the drums. Dave Dietrich (Ottawa) and 
Don Loebach (Peru) were on the guitar, 
with Loebach handling keyboard, as 
well. Jay Taylor (Peru) played bass. 
Doors were to open at 8 with music 
beginning at 9 p.m.

Must be at least 21 years old 
to enter.

***
The Richard Sislers were obliged to 

cut two enormous evergreens that were 
crowding out other trees in their yard. 
At Christmas, they donated one to St. 
John’s Lutheran Church. White and 
gold ornaments adorned the tree, and – 

A drift of baby’s breath was 
added to look like snow.

***
Mendota’s H.D. Hume was first 

to receive an Eisenhower Award of 
Achievement & Wisdom, including the 
title of Eminent Eisenhower Fellow. 
The award marked the 100th anniver-
sary of Eisenhower’s birth. Hume was 
honored – 

For being a blessing to your 
generation as well as generations 
to come.
SIDETRACK – The award was 
made even before Hume had be-
come a major factor in providing 
Mendota with a new library and 
three museums.

***
December 2, 1989, proved a re-

cord-breaking day for CoEd when cus-
tomers consumed 13,295,000 kilowatts. 
The old record of 12,445,000 kilowatts 
had stood since Jan. 5, 1988. As a result 
of this cold weather, skating and ice 
fishing were allowed on Lake Kakusha, 
with one exception. Where aerators had 
been installed, skating and fishing were 
not allowed. Mendota Sportsmen had 
assisted the city crew in laying 1,000 
feet of pipe to supply the aerators.

No skating or fishing will be 
allowed at Lake Mendota.

***
Freshman girls trying out for basket-

ball came out in larger numbers than ever 
before – 24. Their coach, Rick Swarz, 
explained – 

They don’t get much playing 
time.
A few of the girls that were playing 

that year were Beth Dewey, Allison 
Witte and Tracy Allen.

***
Mike Kilmartin, head coach for the 

MHS Trojans, did not allow himself to 
be discouraged because so many seniors 
from the previous year were lost. His 
contention – 

Success can only reach the level 
of expectations.

***
A holiday meal was served to 

Mendota senior citizens in the Feik 
Senior Parlor at the Mendota Civic 
Center on Dec. 21, 1989. The dinner 
was preceded by games of euchre, 
starting at 9:30 a.m.

***
The retirement of Benton Brown 

in December 1989 marked the end of 
the Brown family in the construction 
business in Mendota. Founded in 1882 
by Levi Brown, the business carried on 
by his son Fred and grandson Benton. 
The business was purchased by Dennis 
Jones, an employee at Brown’s for 15 
years.

***
Auto liability was scheduled to 

become mandatory for Illinois drivers 
on Jan. 1, 1990.

***
Delphine LeGras of Villefranche sur 

Saone, France, was the 1989 foreign 
exchange student at MHS. Her hosts 
were Herb and Mary Jane Goslin, who 
took her out in “freezing cold weather” 
to cut a Christmas tree. Christmas din-
ner and gift opening were with Goslin 
grandparents.

***

A photography darkroom in the 
MHS industrial arts department was 
completed. The room was 10 feet by 14 
feet with equipment donated by Harry 
Conkey and Jerry Dempsey.

The room can accommodate four 
students at one time.

***
The library board signed a contract 

with architects to make a feasibility 
study for a contemplated addition and 
remodeling of the Carnegie building in 
which the library was housed. Cost of 
the study would be $7,000 to be appli-
cable to the total cost if the work was 
undertaken. Since the addition would be 
placed in front of the existing entrance, 
the appearance of a remodeled building 
would be totally altered.

***
The grade school board bought two-

way radios for three kindergarten buses 
and a fourth for the high school garage 
in order to communicate at longer ranges 
in the country. The cost of $500 per 
radio would be reimbursed by the state.

***
At Black Bros., president James S. 

Carroll retired after 40 years. His suc-
cessor, Richard King, had been with the 
company since 1963. Matthew Black 
Carroll was named vice president, a 
fifth-generation of the Black family to 
serve with the firm.

***
The New Life Evangelical Free 

Church continued serving a Christmas 
Eve dinner for those who would be alone 
on that day. The first dinner was held in 
1983 when motorists were snowbound 
in Mendota on Christmas Eve. Prepar-
ing the 1989 dinner in the Firemen’s 
Building were Gwenda Strouss, Beth 
Dixon, Nila Sweger, Alice Barham, 
Becky Pirtle and young Rebekah Dixon.

***
Mendota Moose entertained 289 

senior citizens at their annual Christmas 
party. Governor Larkin greeted residents 
from Maple Manor in Amboy, Mendota 
Lutheran Home, Heritage Manor and 
the Hi-Rise in Mendota. Poinsettias 
were presented to William Mitchell, 
oldest man present, and Mary Reinhart, 
oldest lady.

***
“Razzle Dazzle ‘Em” was the theme 

of the New Year’s Eve party at the 
Civic Center.

Optimists sponsor Loenwolf concert – 1989
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
Joe Manchin and London Breed have nothing in common.
One is an old-school Democratic senator from West Vir-

ginia, surviving and thriving in an increasingly red state; the 
other is the progressive mayor of San Francisco, a city that 
is a byword for cutting-edge left-wing politics.

Yet both, in their own ways signaled that Biden-era pro-
gressivism has reached its high-water mark. Manchin, of 
course, delivered an emphatic thumbs down to Joe Biden’s 
signature Build Back Better plan, while Breed reversed field 
on crime in a stunningly frank endorsement of law-and-order 
in a jurisdiction infamous for the opposite.

The de facto pincer movement by the wildly different 
Democrats from wildly different parts of the country -- San 
Francisco is roughly 19 times as large as the biggest city in 
West Virginia -- shows that the progressive tide that built in 
the Trump years is finally colliding with political reality and 
the real-world consequences of progressive extravagance. 

This doesn’t mean that progressivism is spent obviously. 
It dominates the media, academia and almost all the rest of 
elite culture. At the same time, Democrats still control the 
elected branches of government in Washington. But a growing 
backlash against progressive excess has found expression in 
two notable acts of Democratic defiance. 

By now, the context of Manchin’s “no” on Build Back Better 
is familiar. Joe Biden campaigned as a pragmatic Democrat 
only to reverse field after his election and develop a heroic 
image of himself as the next transformational Democratic 
president in the line of FDR and LBJ.

This drove the mistake of not realizing that Manchin or 
any other Democratic dissenter in the 50-50 Senate had the 
power to derail Build Back Better and accordingly scaling 
it back from the outset. Instead, the White House and con-
gressional leadership acted as if Manchin could be cajoled 
or bullied out of his oft-repeated qualms.

Perhaps Democrats will reunite with the senator on a 
scaled-back spending bill in the new year, but the era of FDR 
fantasies is definitely over. Democrats should ask themselves, 

if they had a mandate to remake the country, why the entire 
project depended on the approval of a single conservative 
Democrat from West Virginia?

Now, Democrats are looking down the barrel of a mid-
term election wipe-out that could give the GOP a durable 
House majority that will put paid to any thought of BBB-style 
legislation for years. 

If Manchin said “enough” to big-spending federal aggran-
dizement, London Breed said it to the soft-on-crime consen-
sus in blue cities that has led to spiraling disorder. The Bay 
Area, home to the smash-and-grab robbery and other routine 
offenses against basic human decency, has been Exhibit A.

Concluding that even the tolerant people of perhaps the 
country’s most tolerant city wouldn’t put up with it much 
longer, Breed had her Howard Beale moment. In a speech 
clearly meant to set down a political and rhetorical marker, 
she called for an end to “the reign of criminals who are 
destroying our city.”

The Breed turnabout, from police-defunder a year ago 
to would-be Rudy Giuliani now, marks an end to the period 
after George Floyd’s death when anti-police sentiment was 
ascendant.

There are other signs that the progressive momentum is 
beginning to give way. A rightward shift among Latinos shows 
the limits of paint-by-the-numbers identity politics. That the 
left’s response to the grassroots movement against critical 
race theory in schools has been to deny there is any critical 
race theory in schools speaks to a telling defensiveness. Next 
year, the Supreme Court may well knock out Roe and Casey, 
cornerstones of the progressive social agenda.

Of course, the political and cultural war will continue 
apace. Still, December 2021 looks like an inflection point 
when, as Breed put it in her speech, “the bull***t” finally 
got a reality check.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The high-water mark of Biden-era progressivism

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924

CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ......815-539-7459

TREASURER
Heath Davis, 912 14th Ave., .........................815-539-7459

Curtis Faber, 1405 Lakeview Drive, Mendota .... 538-2855
Joanne McNally, 905 Meadowview, Mendota .... 538-7591

Mendota City Officials

LaSalle County Board

Public Servants
THE PRESIDENT

Joseph R. Biden (D), The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Ave. NW, Washington, D.C. 20500, telephone comments: 
(202) 456-1111, contact/e-mail: whitehouse.gov/contact, 
official website: joebiden.com.

UNITED STATES SENATORS
Tammy Duckworth (D), Washington office: G12 Dirksen 

Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510, telephone 
(202) 224-2854, fax (202) 228-4611; Chicago office: P.O. 
Box 10793, Chicago, IL 60610, telephone (847) 794-8977.

Dick Durbin (D), Washington office: 711 Hart Senate 
Bldg., Washington, DC 20510, telephone (202) 224-2152, 
fax (202) 228-0400; Chicago office: 230 S. Dearborn, Suite 
3892, Chicago, IL 60604, telephone (312) 353-4952, fax (312) 
353-0150; Springfield office: 525 S. Eighth St., Springfield, 
IL 62703, telephone (217) 492-4062, fax (217) 492-4382.

UNITED STATES CONGRESSMEN
Adam Kinzinger (R), 16th District, Washington, DC office: 

1221 Longworth HOB, Washington, DC 20515, telephone 
(202) 225-3635, fax (202) 225-3521; Ottawa office: 628 
Columbus St., Suite 507, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
431-9271, fax (815) 431-9383.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR
JB Pritzker (D), Springfield office: Office of the Governor, 

207 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-0244; Chicago office: Office of the Governor, James R. 
Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, 16-100, Chicago, IL 
60601, telephone (312) 814-2121; e-mail GovernorsOffice@
illinois.gov.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Juliana Stratton (D), Springfield office: 214 State House, 

Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 558-3085, fax (217) 
558-3094; Chicago office: James R. Thompson Center, 100 
W. Randolph, Suite 15-200, Chicago, IL 60601, telephone 
(312) 814-5240; fax (312) 814-5228; e-mail LtGovernor-
sOffice@illinois.gov.

SECRETARY OF STATE
Jesse White (D), 213 State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62706, 

telephone toll free in Illinois (800) 252-8980, outside Illinois 
(217) 785-3000.

ATTORNEY GENERAL
Kwame Raoul (D), Springfield main office: 500 South 

Second St., Springfield, IL 62701, telephone (217) 782-1090, 
TTY (877) 844-5461; Chicago office: 100 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago, IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-3000, TTY (800) 
964-3013; Northern Illinois Regional Office, Zeke Giorgi 
Center, 2005 S. Wyman St., Suite 307, Rockford, IL 61101, 
telephone (815) 967-3883, TTY (815) 967-3891.

COMPTROLLER
Susana A. Mendoza (D), Office of the Comptroller – 

Springfield Executive Office, 325 W. Adams, Springfield, 
IL 62704, telephone (217) 782-6000; Records Center (800) 
877-8078.

TREASURER
Michael W. Frerichs (D), Springfield Capitol Building, 

219 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-2211; fax (217) 782-2777.

ILLINOIS SENATORS
Brian Stewart (R), 45th District, Dixon office, 629 Galena 

Ave., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 284-0045; Springfield 
office, 103B State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone 
(217) 782-0180.

Sue Rezin (R), 38th District, Local office, 350 Fifth St., 
Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax 
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office, 309J Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217) 
782-7818. 

Win Stoller (R), 37th District, State Capitol office, M103C 
Capitol Building, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-1942, fax (217) 782-9586; Peoria office, 5415 University 
St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614, telephone (309) 693-4921, 
fax (309) 693-4923.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES
Tom Demmer (R), 90th District, District office, 105 E. 

First St., Suite 110, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office, 314 Capitol Building, Springfield, 
IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; e-mail demmer@
ilhousegop.org.

Lance Yednock (D), 76th District, District office, 628 
Columbus St., Suite 204, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
324-5055; e-mail staterepyednock@gmail.com; Springfield 
telephone (217) 782-0140. 

Daniel M. Swanson (R), 74th District, Springfield office, 
240-W Stratton Office Building, Springfield, IL 62706, tele-
phone (217) 782-8032, fax (217) 557-0179; District office, 
536 Oxford Ave., Suite D, Woodhull, IL 61490, telephone 
(309) 334-7474, fax (309) 334-8000.
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Tobacco and More
We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco 
for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, 

e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.

1001 Main St. Mendota 
815-539-3499

Mon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PM

Smooth Smokes 
Vape Shop
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WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NICOTINE. 
NICOTINE IS AN ADDICTIVE CHEMICAL.

Official Grand Opening!

409 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL, 61342

815-410-8555

Visit us Anytime!

GreatLakes Global Equipment Parts carries
parts for excavators, wheel loaders,

bulldozers, articulated trucks, and more! 
 

We Specialize In:
Hydraulic Pumps

 Rubber Undercarriage

Engine Components

Hydraulic Cylinders

Construction Equipment 
Attachments

Engines

Transmissions

Ask About
Our First-

Time Buyer
Discount!

info@greatlakesglobalequipment.com

GreatLakes Global Equipment Parts carries parts for  
excavators, wheel loaders, bulldozers, articulated trucks 
and more!

We Specialize In:
Hydraulic Pumps
Rubber Undercarriage
Engine Components
Hydraulic Cylinders
Engines
Transmissions
Construction Equipment 
Attachments

Visit us Anytime!
409 Plaza Drive 

Mendota, IL 61342815-410-8555

info@greatlakesglobalequipment.com

Ask About 
Our First-

Time Buyer 
Discount!

Get your new mattress 
before the holidays 
while stock is  

available! All of our 
mattresses are 

made in the 
USA!

One of the most misleading, preconceived notions in 
the real estate process is that you must automatically 
call the number on the sign/listing.  There is a reason 
we as Brokers put our name and number on there – but 
that’s not your only option when inquiring about a 

property. If the property is publicly listed in the MLS (realtor.com, Zillow, Redfin etc.) you can ALWAYS call 
Woodhaven Lakes Realty.

You should be calling a brokerage that is going to best serve you, and that office is Woodhaven Lakes 
Realty. We have the knowledge, staff, ethics and drive to provide the best service possible to all our clients. 
Whether a buyer or a seller, residential or recreational, an $8,000 purchase or an $800,000 purchase, we 
provide the same great service from showing to closing – and look forward to seeing your smiling face long 
after.

Our team is made up of a wonderfully diverse group of Brokers, and a call to Woodhaven Lakes Realty 
can be your first step in making the perfect match for your buying or selling process. With real estate often 
being the biggest, and sometimes the most stressful purchase, you make in your lifetime, you certainly don’t 
want to trust the process to just anyone, you want the best. Woodhaven Lakes Realty has been providing 
that top-notch service for decades and we have no plans to stop. We put in the work to make the process as 
seamless and smooth as possible, so you can enjoy it, instead of stress over it.

Woodhaven Lakes Realty wants you to be sure to know you don’t need to just call the number on the sign/
listing, but rather the best in the business….and that is us! Our office is conveniently open Monday through Friday 
8:30am-4:30pm, and Saturday 10am-2pm.  Give us a call to help you plan your forever…(815) 849-5476.

815-849-5476
woodhavenlakes.com/woodhaven-properties
Find us on realtor.com | trulia.com | zillow.com

that are necessary, is a way 
of creating a new, modern, 
reinvigorated manufacturing 
sector in the state of Illinois,” 
Mitchell said. 

Addressing 
consumer concerns

The rebate is aimed at 
addressing one of two ma-
jor barriers to EV adoption 
– cost. 

A study from the national 
automobile service associa-
tion AAA, recently cited in 
a Belleville News-Democrat 
report on the EV market, 
found that in 2019, an EV 
costs about $590 more annu-
ally than a gas-powered car 
over a five-year period due to 
higher initial prices on EVs. 

Jessica Beverly, a renew-
able energy advocate with 
the Sierra Club of Illinois 
who helped push for CEJA’s 
passage, said while EVs are 
more expensive, they also 
cost less to maintain, and 
purchasers may be eligible 
for a $7,500 federal tax credit 
that could be increased to 
$12,500 if President Joe 
Biden’s domestic spending 
agenda passes Congress. 

The AAA study corrob-
orated the maintenance cost 
claim, finding that at 75,000 
miles of driving, an EV cost 
about $330 less to maintain 
and about $700 less to fuel 
annually than a gas-powered 
car. 

But that study also found 
that 58 percent of respon-
dents cited the availability 
of charging infrastructure as 
their main concern, while just 
51 percent cited price. 

Beverly noted the market 
itself is, to a large extent, 
addressing those concerns. 
The current median range 
for a single EV charge is 250 
miles, with high-end models 
of major brands like Tesla 
offering ranges up to about 
400 miles. The average was 
just 90 miles six years ago.

“You can’t really travel 
more than 50 miles in Illinois 
without coming across a gas 
station,” she said. “But it’s 
not the same for an electric 
charger. And, yes, while 
range is improving signifi-
cantly as new vehicles are 
developed, it’s still our habit 
that you need to know where 
you can fill up.” 

But the charging process 
is inherently different than 
filling up at a gas station, 

EVs
Continued from Page A5 largely because the vast 

majority of EV drivers do 
their charging at home. That 
means most people will be 
able to handle their daily 
driving without needing 
public charging, except when 
they’re going on longer road 
trips. 

When needed, public 
charging stations can some-
times be found for free at 
grocery stores or parking ga-
rages as an enticement to cus-
tomers. But the vast majority 
of public charging is offered 
by private charging networks 
like EVgo, or ChargePoint, 
which have varying pricing 
and subscription models that 
generally amount to about 
22-29 cents per minute for 
a charge. 

As of now, there are two 
types of chargers on the 
market, a Level 2 charger 
that takes about 6-8 hours 
to fully charge, and DC fast 
chargers, which take about 
30 minutes. 

According to the U.S. 
Department of Energy, there 
are 919 electric charging sta-
tion locations in Illinois with 
2,306 charging ports, 1,815 
of which are Level 2 and 478 
of which are fast charge.  

As the state aims to put 
another 970,000 EVs on its 
roads in the next nine years, 
the need for public charging 
is going to increase signifi-
cantly, particularly in rural 
areas where it is currently 
sparse and in densely-pop-
ulated areas with a lot of 
multi-family housing where 
at-home charging isn’t avail-
able. 

Andrew Barbeau, an 
advocate with the Clean 
Jobs Coalition which helped 
push CEJA through the Gen-
eral Assembly, said that’s 
why lawmakers included a 
“beneficial electrification” 
process in the bill aimed at 
determining where charging 
is needed most to accelerate 
EV adoption. 

It’s also why the state cre-
ated the position of electric 
vehicles coordinator through 
the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, a position 
that Mitchell said the admin-
istration is working to fill. 

“So what the legislature 
wanted to focus on with 
this legislation was not just 
looking at where the market 
is today, but it wanted to fill 
in the kind of gaps in the 
market,” Barbeau said.  “It 

wanted to ensure that people 
who live in apartments or 
condos, or they live in dense 
areas where parking is mostly 
on the streets, would have 
access to the electric vehicle 
market too.”

Barbeau pointed to a 
Department of Energy study, 
which showed if 88 percent 
of people charge at home, 
one public Level 2 charger 
would be needed for about 
25 EVs. But if that number 
drops to 82 percent charging 
at home, there would need to 
be one Level 2 charger for 13 
vehicles. 

“So that’s a big difference 
based on some behavior,” he 
said. “And then you have 
to think about emergency 
situations as well. So that’s 
where these DC fast charge 
stations come in.”

At the 88 percent charge-
at-home mark, one DC fast 
charge station would be 
needed for 588 vehicles, but 
at 82 percent, that falls to just 
227 vehicles supported. 

The main vehicle 
for EV adoption

The Illinois Commerce 
Commission will oversee 
that “beneficial electrifica-
tion” process aimed at deter-
mining where new charging 
infrastructure is needed most 
in order to accelerate EV 
adoption. 

But there are a number of 
factors the ICC will consider 
as well: Will rapidly adding 
EVs to the grid overwhelm 
it? Are there times of day 

when EV charging can be 
synergized with the rates at 
which solar or wind energy 
output is higher? How can the 
state quicken electrification 
of its public transit sector? 
How can EVs be made more 
accessible in low-income 
areas? 

“The idea is that we are 
using these dollars in the best 
way to move Illinois toward 
electric transportation and in 
an equitable way,” Beverly, 
of the Sierra Club, said of 
the process. 

A workshop process 
to determine how to best 
move forward kicked off on 
Nov. 3, with more than 170 
participants, according to 
ICC spokesperson Britney 
Bouie. There will be eight 
more meetings as part of the 
process that runs through 
February, all of which will 
be open to the public, with 
information available at the 
ICC website. 

The ICC must prepare a 
report at the end of March 
outlining what steps the state 
should take to most efficient-
ly accelerate EV adoption. 

After that workshop pro-
cess, the state’s largest two 
public utilities – Common-
wealth Edison in northern 
Illinois and Ameren in the 
southern two-thirds of the 
state – are required to sub-
mit beneficial electrification 
plans to the ICC by July 2022 
for policies they can enact 
beginning in 2023.

Those plans would have 

to be approved by the ICC, 
and they would be funded 
by a net 1 percent charge on 
the distribution portion of a 
ratepayer bill for a customer 
of either of the two utilities, 
Barbeau said.

That’s expected to annu-
ally yield about $35 million 
in the ComEd territory and 
$6 million in Ameren terri-
tory, although it could scale 
up over time as more EVs 
hit the state’s roads. The 
utilities must then spend 
that funding in accordance 
with their state-approved 
electrification plans. 

The utilities would have 
to update their plans in July 
2024, then every three years 
thereafter, according to the 
bill. 

“So in the next decade, 
that’s going to be the main 
vehicle for the ongoing EV 
support and policy, rather 
than having to go back to do 
a new bill every few years,” 
Barbeau said. 

While the process is 
open-ended to some extent, 
there are a number of loose 
parameters in place, such as a 
goal that 40 percent of infra-
structure investment is to be 
targeted to low-income com-
munities or environmental 
justice communities that are 
historically subject to greater 
pollution. Another 5 percent 
is to go toward electrifying 
medium- to heavy-duty ve-
hicles such as school buses 
in those communities. 

Complementary policies 

The administration has 
taken other actions in an 
effort to accelerate EV 
adoption as well, including 
by entering into a memo-
randum of understanding 
with governors of four other 
Midwestern states – Michi-
gan, Indiana, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. 

Advocates called that a 
good first step toward ad-
dressing some of the range 
anxiety challenges that arise 
with interstate travel and 
are otherwise more difficult 
to address in state policy-
making, such as propagat-
ing charging corridors and 
ensuring standardization of 
charging plugs. 

As well, in April, the ad-
ministration released a new 
plan for the spending of funds 
through a federal settlement 
with the car manufacturer 
Volkswagen for its violations 
of the Clean Air Act. 

That plan included $9 mil-
lion in grant opportunities for 
electrification of school bus-
es in Chicago and the Metro 
East, $33.6 million in other 
funds for electrifying school 
buses, and $13.3 million for 
light-duty electric charging 
infrastructure. 

Mitchell said publiciz-
ing the various policies the 
state has enacted, as well 
as continuing its aggressive 
courtship of business leaders 
reached during the overseas 
trip, will be essential to 
breaking down some of the 
barriers to EV adoption.

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub Trimming

• Fully insured •

815-503-9273

Snow Removal 
Driveways Only  — Commercial & Residential

12292021

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

“Wishing You A  
Happy New Year!”
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815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Pay in full 
at time of 
purchase.

NO SALES TAX 
ADDED TO 

TICKET 
or

24 MONTHS 
0% FINANCING

Through Wells Fargo w/
approved credit and 24 
equal on-time payments.  

See store for details.

9 Dining Sets

Bedrooms from 
Jofran, Perdue 
and Vaughan-

Bassett

Reclining Sofas & Loveseats from 
Best®, Flexsteel® and Homestretch

Over 50 Recliners
From Best®, 
Flexsteel®

Homestretch and 
lift recliner from 

W I N T E R

New Year Specials start Dec. 31 to Jan. 4!

1901 State Highway 251 • Mendota • 815-539-6263 • meyersfurniture.com

Open New Year’s Eve 
9 am-3 pm

Open New Year’s Day
 10 am-2 pm

In stock. Take home today!

In stock. Take home today!

In stock. 

Take home 

today!
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Our Family Protecting Your Family

As the year ends, we at Leffelman and Associates would like to reflect on 2021 and 
thank you for another year of support. You can see from our picture that our staff 
shrunk a little in 2021. It was tough, but we pulled ourselves up by the bootstraps, 
and found that we could handle even more business with our small (but mighty!) 

crew.  We feel blessed to be in our little corner of the world where we all come 
together to support each other.  Please continue to support local businesses so 
we can keep our little corner of the world alive and flourishing.  We pray that 
everyone stays safe and healthy this season.  If you are not able to physically 

be with family members, call them often, stay in touch.  And have a warm and 
wonderful Christmas and a new year filled with health and happiness.

May the Christmas Spirit be with you & your family today & throughout the New Year! 

12292021

MENDOTA – The Mendota Reporter recently 
held its Christmas Coloring Contest.

Winners are:
1st Place – Camden Pawlowski, 9 years old, 

Mendota
2nd Place – Ellyn Schmidt, 7 years old, Mendota
3rd Place – Amanda Funfsinn, 9 years old, 

Mendota
Thank you to all of the children that entered 

this year’s contest. We wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Winners selected in Christmas Coloring Contest

ZINKE – Logan Zinke 
and Guadalupe Diaz-Zinke 
of Mendota, boy, Dec. 16, 
2021, at St. Margaret’s 
Health in Spring Valley.

WARRANT ARREST
Alina G. Cabassa, 30, of 

Dickson, Tenn., was arrested 
at 5:04 p.m. Dec. 15 on a valid 
Tennessee custodial interfer-
ence warrant. Cabassa was 
also charged with fugitive 
from justice. The subject was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County jail.

DUI, NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Jose Guadalupe Col-

in-Hernandez, 37, of 1607 
Stroble Ave., Mendota, was 
charged with driving under 
the influence of alcohol and 
no valid driver’s license after 
a traffic stop at Indiana Av-
enue and Washington Street 
at 12:33 p.m. Dec. 19. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

DUI
Shawn D. Vertheen, 45, of 

100 S. First Ave., trailer 10, 
Mendota, was charged with 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol after a traffic stop 
at First Avenue and Fourth 
Street at 2:25 a.m. Dec. 21. 
The subject was released with 
a LaSalle County court date.

BLESSED
EVENTS

POLICE
BLOTTER

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
would like to remind all 
snowmobile drivers to stay 
on the designated routes when 
traveling through the city.

The snowmobile routes 
are all clearly marked and 
are provided for riders to 
have a safe course of travel. 
Snowmobiles are prohibit-
ed in city parks, especially 
near the lakes and dam area. 
Riding on private property 
is also prohibited unless 
permission is given by the 
property owner.

Snowmobilers 
must stay on 
designated routes

SPRINGFIELD - The Of-
fice of the State Fire Marshal 
warns residents across the 
state to pay special attention 
to the distinct signals sent 
by carbon monoxide alarms 
when their life has expired. 
Frequently, people may be-
lieve that a beep coming out 
of their CO means it’s time 
for a battery change, when in 
fact it means that the device 
needs to be replaced.

“It is extremely important 
to pay attention to the differ-
ent beeps that come out of a 
dead CO alarm. We want to 
ensure that our residents un-
derstand the difference in or-
der to take immediate action 
and prevent a tragedy,” said 
State Fire Marshal Matthew 
Perez. “Carbon monoxide is 
known as the silent killer. The 
replacement of dead carbon 
monoxide detectors is also a 
life saver.”

Since January 2007, it 
has been an Illinois law to 
have a properly functioning 
CO alarm in all dwelling 
units. The law requires that 
detectors must have battery 
power as the primary or 
secondary power supply. 
They cannot be solely elec-
tric powered. Many carbon 
monoxide detectors now in 
service were made prior to 
the incorporation of the new 
requirements and may not 
have an end-of-life signal.

Carbon monoxide is the 
number one cause of poi-
soning deaths in the nation, 
claiming approximately 300 
lives a year, according to the 
National Fire Protection As-
sociation (NFPA). Because 
CO is an odorless, colorless, 
tasteless gas, it can kill peo-
ple before they realize its 
presence. It can be produced 
by gas or oil appliances such 
as furnaces, clothes dryers, 
water heaters, ovens, space 
heaters or, in some cases, by 
fireplaces and wood-burning 
stoves.

OSFM advises consum-
ers that if their CO alarms 
were manufactured before 
August 2009, prior to the 
incorporation of the new 
requirements, they may not 
have the end-of-life feature. 
In addition, residents who 
have a carbon monoxide 
detector installed for more 
than three years should look 
for the manufacturing date, 
which may be found on the 
outside back of the alarm or 
visit the company’s website 
for further information. If 
none can be found, the device 
should be replaced without 
any hesitation.

Carbon monoxide alarms 
should be tested every month 
by pushing the test button. If 
the alarm goes off, follow the 
basic steps:

• If your CO detector 
activates, evacuate everyone 
from your home immediately 
leaving the door open for 

Make sure your CO
detectors are working

ventilation on your way out 
and then call 911.

• Do not re-enter until 
experts have investigated the 
problem and declared it safe 
to return.

Other important tips:
• Ensure that household 

appliances are installed and 
running correctly. Have 
a professional technician 
check fuel-burning applianc-
es, furnaces, chimneys and 
vents at least annually for 
blockages, corrosion, debris 
and faulty connections.

• Check appliances in the 
home that use natural gas, oil, 
wood and kerosene such as 
water heaters, clothes dryers, 
ranges, ovens, gas-powered 
refrigerators and pilot lights.

• Never operate unvented 
fuel-burning appliances in a 
room with closed doors or 
windows or in rooms where 
people are sleeping.

• Check venting systems 
to the outside for cracks 
and blockages such as flues, 
chimneys and fireplaces.

• Make sure space heaters 
are vented properly.

• Never operate genera-
tors indoors.

• Never burn charcoal in-
side a home, garage, vehicle 
or tent.

• Never use gasoline-pow-
ered tools and engines in-
doors.

• Never use gas-powered 
appliances such as an oven 
or clothes dryer for heating 
a home.

• Never leave a car run-
ning in an attached garage, 
even if the garage door is 
open.

For additional informa-
tion about carbon monoxide 
poisoning, visit the OSFM 
webpage at www.sfm.illi-
nois.gov or the National Fire 
Protection Association.

MENDOTA – The 
Mendota Police De-
partment would like 
to remind drivers of a 
few safety tips to keep 
everyone safe while 
driving in winter weather 
conditions.

Take the time to clean 
the snow and ice from 
all vehicle windows 
prior to driving on the 
road. Keep your speed 
down to assist in keep-
ing control of your own 
vehicle when driving 
on slick icy roads. If 
traveling long distances 
remember to pack a few 
emergency items to take 
along in the event your 
vehicle should go off 
the roadway, including 
a cell phone, blankets 
and water.

If you are leaving 
town and need infor-
mation regarding road 
conditions, call 800-
452-4368.

MPD offers
winter driving
safety tips
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This New Year’s Eve Just Remember...

Drinking + Driving

= DISASTER
“As we have in the past, on New Year’s Eve we will be sponsoring our Ride Home Program. Anyone who has had too much to drink can call 

here as long as they live in the city, and we’ll give them a ride home.”
The telephone number is 815-539-9331                                                           

--Police Chief Greg Kellen

You can call them tipsy, blasted, smashed, bombed, wasted or drunk.
BUT BE SURE TO CALL THEM A RIDE HOME!

HERE’S TO A SAFE &

800 Washington St. • Mendota
815-539-7459

The City 
of 

Mendota

1905 13th Ave., Mendota
815-539-3444

Member NCUA • ESI

2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave.
Mendota

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

PH. 223-0700

101 N.  
Columbia Ave.

Oglesby, IL 61348
Ph. 883-3354

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st 
South St.

Wenona, IL 61377

801 Washington St.
Mendota, IL

815-539-9346

1102 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-539-9341

Hwy. 52 • Sublette
815-849-5232

www.vaessenbrothers.com

1503 W. Washington St.
Mendota

815-539-7801

501 9th Ave.
Mendota

815-539-7451

612 Main St.
Mendota, IL

815-539-5673

A Full Line Agency

715 Washington
Mendota

(815) 539-5651

815.538.2265
MEMBER

4266 E 4th Rd •Mendota, IL

815-539-5321

SETCHELL AGENCY, LTD.
618 6th Street • Mendota, IL

 Phone • 815-539-9311

STEPHENICH

HARDWARE
1204 13th Ave • Mendota 

815-539-9394

FIRST STATE BANK 
OF VAN ORIN

200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111

MALDEN BANKING 
CENTER

302 W. Main St. • 815-643-2121

firststatebank.biz

701 Jefferson St., Mendota

815-503-1785

Text or Call or email us at
kerrdieselservice@yahoo.com

801 Monroe St, Mendota, IL
815-539-3828

 www.eurekasavings.com



Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2021B2 • The Mendota Reporter

SPORTS

RIVERDALE 34, MENDOTA 27
Riverdale (34)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Duke	 2	 5-8	 2	 10
Garrett	 0	 4-6	 0	 4
Grant	 0	 2-2	 0	 2
Skahill	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
Craigmiles	 2	 5-9	 2	 9
Caves	 1	 0-2	 1	 2
Hungate	 2	 1-2	 3	 5
Totals	 8	 17-29	 9	 34

Mendota (27)
	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Jenner	 5	 1-2	 4	 12
Salinas	 0	 0-2	 2	 0
Tolentino	 2	 0-0	 1	 4
Manning	 1	 1-1	 10	 3
Brant	 3	 0-2	 9	 6
K. Delao	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Bodmer	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Wasmer	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
Totals	 12	 2-7	 33	 27

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Riverdale	 9	 19	 27	 34
Mendota	 7	 11	 17	 27
Three-point goals: Mendota - Jenner 
1; Riverdale - Duke 1

INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

~ New Y App & Rewards Program
~ Youth & Adult Activities
~ FREE Group Exercise Classes
~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates
~ Young Adult Memberships
~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

417 US-34 • Mendota  

(815)538-4800
Mon.- Sat. 9-4 until Dec. 18th  

after that by appointment only 

Garden Center  
& Custom  

Landscape Design

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd Saturday - 
1/2 Off

www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 

agents in 
your area!

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

1200 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-9394

Family owned & operated since 1893.
2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500

BUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARD

Pin your
Business Card

here!

MENDOTA – Riverdale 
posted a 34-27 win over 
Mendota in Three Rivers 
Conference varsity girls’ 
basketball action on Dec. 22 
at the MHS gym.

The visitors held a 9-7 
lead after the first period and 
took a 19-11 advantage to 
the locker room. The margin 
ballooned to 10 (27-17) after 
three quarters before the 
Lady Trojans made a slight 
comeback in the fourth to get 
it under double digits.

“We had 53 shot attempts, 
which is a lot for us, so I like 
that we got looks,” said Men-
dota coach John Hansen. “We 
really need to make more 
shots, though. And we still 
had way too many unforced 
turnovers. Our defense was 
good, so we were able to 
force a lot on them as well, 
we just need to score more.”

Riverdale held a big ad-
vantage from the free throw 
line where it had 29 attempts 
and 17 makes compared to 
Mendota’s two of eight from 
the stripe. The Lady Trojans 
were whistled for 21 fouls 
and the Rams had nine.

Katie Jenner pumped in 
12 points and collected four 

Mendota’s Reanna Brant puts up a shot while surrounded by three Riverdale defenders on Dec. 22 at the MHS 
gym. (Reporter photo)

Riverdale outlasts
Lady Trojans, 34-27

steals to lead Mendota, while 
Reanna Brant supplied six 
points and yanked down nine 
rebounds. Paige Manning 
topped the Lady Trojans with 
10 caroms and five blocked 
shots.

Mendota’s records fell 
to 1-8 overall and 0-3 in 
league play.

Riverdale claimed a 
20-8 victory in the fresh-
man-sophomore game. Cas-
sie Gonzalez netted six points 
for Mendota.

PORT BYRON – Men-
dota’s sophomore boys’ 
basketball team pulled out a 
thrilling 72-70 overtime vic-
tory over Riverdale in Three 
Rivers Conference play on 
Dec. 22 at Port Byron.

The game was tight from 

start to finish with Mendota 
in front 16-14 after one 
quarter and 32-31 at the 
half. Riverdale forged in 
front by a point (47-46) 
heading to the fourth, but the 
Trojans were able to make 
that point up and send the 

game to overtime. Mendota 
outscored Riverdale, 9-7, in 
the extra session to notch 
the win.

Logan Dewey had a 
huge offensive night for the 
Trojans with 24 points to 
lead three Mendota players 

in double-figure scoring. 
Five of his tallies came in 
the crucial overtime peri-
od. Cale Strouss fired in 
six three-pointers on his 
way to a 20-point perfor-
mance, while Kaleb Kleck-
ner dropped in 15 markers.

Trojan sophomores win OT thriller over RiverdaleOTTAWA – Nominations are now being accepted for 
the LaSalle County Motorsports Hall of Fame.

For more information, contact Hank Walsh at (779) 
213-4473.

Nominees are being sought for
LaSalle Co. Motorsports HOF

Cheer on  your favorite team
by attending a game!!
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ENTERTAINMENT

Strange
But True

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Is “Mr. Mayor” com-
ing back for a second season? 
I thought it was pretty good, 
but mainly because I’ve 
always loved Ted Danson. 
I hope the network gives it 
another chance. -- S.P.

A: Despite mixed reviews 
from critics, the latest Ted 
Danson series, “Mr. Mayor,” 
will return to NBC’s Tuesday 
night comedy lineup this 
spring. Hopefully you didn’t 
miss its holiday special on Dec. 
15 titled “Mr. Mayor’s Magical 
Christmas Eve.” The new sea-
son will begin on March 15 at 
8 p.m. ET, followed by “Young 
Rock” at 8:30 pm. 

This is the fourth network 
sitcom Danson has head-
lined. He played a retired 
baseball player turned bar 
owner in “Cheers,” a grumpy 
physician in “Becker” and a 
demon with a heart of gold 
in “The Good Place.” In his 
newest project, he plays a 
wealthy businessman who 
successfully runs for may-
or of Los Angeles -- even 
though he has no idea what 
he’s doing. He’s joined by 
Oscar-winner Holly Hunter 
and former “Saturday Night 
Live” star Bobby Moynihan. 
The show also has good 
pedigree behind the camera 
with Tina Fey and Robert 

N. Andrews

Carlock, the creative team 
behind “30 Rock.” 

***
Q: Whatever happened to 

the actor who played Sayid in 
the TV series “Lost”? He was 
so good in 
that and had 
such great 
chemis t ry 
with his co-
stars, but I 
haven’t seen 
him in any-
thing since. 
-- A.S.

A: The main cast of “Lost” 
became household names 
shortly after it premiered 
in 2004, including Naveen 
Andrews, who played one 
of the heroic survivors of the 
fictional Oceanic Flight 815. 
He’s worked steadily ever 
since in short-lived series 
like “Sense8” and “Instinct.” 

Next up, he’ll co-star 
alongside Amanda Seyfried 
in “The Dropout” on Hulu, 
which is based on Elizabeth 
Holmes, the young biotech 
company owner who was on 
trial for fraud. Andrews will 
play Holmes’ older Svenga-
li-esque boyfriend and busi-
ness partner, Sunny Balwani. 
Look for the eight-episode 
limited series to debut on 
Hulu beginning March 3.

***

Q: Is it true that Denise 
Richards is returning to “The 
Real Housewives of Beverly 
Hills”? I hope they get rid of 
Erika Jayne and invite Denise 
back. -- R.V.

A: After just two sea-
sons on the Beverly Hills 
chapter of Bravo’s “The 
Real Housewives,” actress 
Denise Richards had had 
enough. Playing Shauna on 
the daytime soap “The Bold 
and the Beautiful” is a walk 
in the park compared to the 
drama she was involved in 
on “RHoBH,” and she has 
vowed not to return. How-
ever, cast member Garcelle 
Beauvais later told producer 
Andy Cohen that Richards 
was open to returning, but 
that “somebody’s gotta go.” 
That person is likely Lisa 
Rinna, who caused Richards 
so much grief.

Richards later told “En-
tertainment Tonight” that she 
really did enjoy working on 
the show and “had fun with 
most of the women -- not all.” 
It’s probably too late though 
for her to rejoin in time for 
the upcoming 12th season, as 
it’s already started filming.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

• Trivia Test •
1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 

largest island in Africa?
2. LANGUAGE: What does 

“Auld Lang Syne” mean?
3. MOVIES: How many spirits 

visit Ebenezer Scrooge in “A Christ-
mas Carol”?

4. THEATER: On which opera 
is the rock musical “Rent” based?

5. FOOD & DRINK: What is 
marmite?

6. GAMES: How many weapons 
are available in the original board 
game “Clue”?

7. TELEVISION: What is 
Jean-Luc Picard’s catchphrase as 
captain in “Star Trek: The Next 
Generation”?

8. LITERATURE: Which Victor 
Hugo novel was made into an ani-
mated Disney movie in the 1990s?

9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
When was the first Times Square 

Ball Drop on New Year’s Eve?
10. SCIENCE: What is it called 

when a gas changes into a liquid?

Answers
1. Madagascar
2. Times long past
3. Four, including Jacob Marley 

and the spirits of past, present and 
future

4. “La Boheme”
5. A savory food spread that is 

the byproduct of beer brewing
6. Six -- revolver, wrench, knife, 

lead pipe, candlestick and rope
7. “Make it so.”
8. “The Hunchback of Notre 

Dame”
9. 1907
10. Condensation

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* If all the stars in the 

Milky Way were grains of 
salt, they’d fill an Olym-
pic-size swimming pool.

* The Louvre museum in 
Paris was originally built as 
a fortress to repel Vikings.

* In 1887, a group of 
men added Susanna Madora 
Salter of Argonia, Kansas, to 
a mayoral ballot as a prank 
intended to embarrass and 
curtail the influence of the 
Women’s Christian Tem-
perance Union, of which she 
was an officer. Instead, she 
won over 60% of the vote 
and became America’s first 
female mayor.

* Olympic medalist Mark 
Spitz was famed for his large 
mustache in an era when 
swimmers shaved their bod-
ies to become more hydrody-
namic. He once joked to the 
Russian team’s coach that his 
mustache helped him swim 
faster by deflecting water 
from his mouth and making 
him more bullet-shaped. The 
following year, a mustache 
was sported by every mem-
ber of the male Russian team.

* Despite their humps, 
camels have straight spines.

* The first use of the word 
“Superbowl,” credited to a 
Chinese writer named Lom Ba 
Di, dates to the third century. 

* In 2008, Chile minted 
1.5 million 50-peso coins 
with a spelling error, only 
noticing a year later they’d 
spelled “CHIIE” instead of 
“CHILE.”

* Honeybee venom has 
been found to destroy some 
types of cancer cells.

* There’s a Google map 
for Mercury, Venus, Earth’s 
moon, Mars, Pluto, three out 
of four of Jupiter’s moons, 
and all but one of the round 
Saturnian moons.

* Juan Ponce de Leon 
brought cattle when he 
landed at Charlotte Harbor 
in 1521, his second trip to 
La Florida. When he came 
under attack, four of his 
heifers and a bull fled into 
the scrub, thus introducing 
cows to America.

(c) 2021 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- “Twi-
light’s” Edward Cullen does 
“Batman,” and Harry Potter 
searches for “The Lost City.” 
“The Batman” is planned as 
a trilogy starring Robert Pat-
tinson as The Cape Crusader, 
Zoe Kravitz as Cat Woman, 
Paul Dano as The Riddler, 
Jeffrey Wright as Commis-
sioner Gordon, John Turturro 
as “Crime Lord” Carmine 
Falcone, Colin Farrell as The 
Penquin and Andy Serkis 
as “The Batman’s” butler, 
Alfred. All have signed on 
for the entire trilogy.

Daniel Radcliffe joins 
Sandra Bullock, Channing 
Tatum and Brad Pitt in 
searching for “The Lost 
City,” due March 25. Chan-
ning has “Dog,” with Bill 
Burr, dropping Feb. 18. 
Meanwhile, director Steven 
Soderbergh is prepping 
“Magic Mike’s Last Dance,” 
of course starring Channing 
Tatum, who steered the first 
two “Magic Mike’s” to a 
combined $300 million box 
office. Tatum and Jenna De-
wan divorced in November 
2019. He dated singer Jessie 
J (from 2018-20) and is 

Rob Lowe

currently dating Zoe Kravitz 
(he’s 41, she’s 32). Still, Mad 
Mike dates Cat Woman ... 
sounds like a movie in the 
making.

***
The ever-busy Rob 

Lowe, last 
in Netflix’s 
“Holiday in 
the Wild” 
(2019), with 
Kristin Da-
vis, returns 
for season 
3 of the Fox 
TV series “9-1-1: Lone 
Star” (in which he stars and 
exec-produces), premiering 
Thursday, Jan. 6. He’s next 
in “Dog Gone,” again for 
Netflix. Add to that his recent 
Dec. 4 foray into stand-up 
when he took the stage at The 
Morongo Casino, near Palm 
Springs, to “Tell Stories I 
Only Tell My Friends.”

Lowe says the show was 
inspired by the success of 
his two New York Times 
best-selling memoirs, “Sto-
ries I Only Tell My Friends” 
and “Love Life,” intend-
ed as a behind-the-curtain 
peek at Hollywood fame, 
fatherhood, marriage and a 

life lived at the forefront of 
culture for four decades. He 
delivered witty fun and one-
of-a-kind insights spanning 
an iconic career. Fans came 
from far and wide, and ate it 
up. Sounds like a TV special 
is born.

***
“Home Alone” fans were 

given the rare opportunity 
to bid on an Airbnb offer to 
rent the famed McCallister 
Family home in Winnetka, 
Illinois, for one night only. 
That night was hosted by 
Devin Ratray (who played 
Kevin’s brother Buzz in 
the films), who said: “Our 
thoughts were we’re older 
and wiser now, but we’re 
never too old for holiday 
hijinks. So while the family’s 
on vacation, we thought one 
crew of mischief makers 
could let their inner 8-year-
olds run free in my childhood 
home on Dec. 12.” Monies 
raised will benefit Chicago’s 
La Rabida Children’s Hospi-
tal. The house was last sold 
in 2012 for $1.6 million. 
Which begs the question ... 
how much mischief can you 
get into in Illinois in only 
one night?

Couch Theater
“Cobra Kai” (TV-14) 

-- One of the most popular 
binge-watch selections of the 
entire pandemic time arrives 
at its final season. When 
Season 3 left off, the students 
of dueling dojos Miyagi-Do, 
Eagle Fang and Cobra Kai 
had an epic group fight at the 
LaRusso house, with one of 
the biggest feuds being that 
between Sam LaRusso and 
instigator Tory. No doubt 
this ongoing animosity will 
elevate in Season 4. We 
also know Jon Kreese’s old 
buddy Terry Silver (from 
Karate Kid III) shows up to 
lend a heavy hand toward 
Kreese’s plot to raise Cobra 
Kai dojo back to champion 
level at the All-Valley Karate 
Tournament. What remains 
to be seen is whether Daniel 
and Johnny will finally work 
together to defeat Kreese 
once and for all. So pop a cold 
Coors Banquet and pick your 
team; this series will no doubt 
end with a bang. (Netflix)

“Sergio Mendes in the 
Key of Joy” (NR) -- This 
documentary about Brazil-
ian musical legend Sergio 
Mendes debuted at the 2020 

Santa Barbara International 
Film Festival but bears an-
other mention. Fellow musi-
cians including John Legend 
and Quincy Jones honor 
Mendes’ achievements and 
catalog of work over the 
past 60 years. The composer, 
vocalist and musical pioneer 
credited with bringing Bra-
zilian music to the world is 
heralded and honored for 
his creative contributions 
and inspiration to musicians 
everywhere. (Peacock)

“Lady of the Manor” (R) 
-- Starring Melanie Lynskey 
(who will always be to me the 
one who had “a baby ... in a bar” 
in “Sweet Home Alabama”), 
this movie is cleverly origi-
nal. Lynskey plays Hannah, 
an unenthusiastic, costumed 
docent at a historical estate. 
When she begins seeing and 
conversing with the ghost of 
the woman whom she portrays 
on her tours, she gains a new 
motivation to change her act. 
Judy Greer as the spirit Lady 
Wadsworth is both charming 
and snarky, ping-ponging 
between instructing Hannah 
on the proper history of the 
manor and being mystified 

by present-day technology. 
(Prime Video)

“Head of the Class” (TV-
PG) -- Of all the 1980s 
sitcoms I watched growing 
up, this was not one I ever 
wished would make a come-
back, but here we are. In the 
reboot, Howard Hesseman 
has been replaced by Isabella 
Gomez as the unlikely new 
teacher of an ethnically and 
orientationally diverse class 
of gifted overachievers. The 
high school is now located in 
L.A. instead of Manhattan, 
but the basic plot remains 
the same: smart kids who 
need an adult friend to guide 
them through life’s non-ac-
ademic problems. Original 
cast member Robin Givens 
returns to reprise her role 
as Darlene, now the parent 
of a student in the class. 
(HBOMax)

“The ‘80s: Top Ten” -- I 
don’t even care what he’s 
counting down; if Rob Lowe 
is hosting, I’m watching. In 
each of six episodes, Lowe 
will count down a different 
top 10 list about various 
1980s pop culture topics.
(Disney+)

Brought to you each week by
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The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining 

Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will 
mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Of all the gifts we 
could ever receive, 
God’s gift of salva-
tion is by far the most 
amazing and important 
one. Ephesians 2:8-9 
says, “For it is by grace 
you have been saved, 
through faith—and this 
is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God—not 
by works, so that no one 
can boast” (NIV). 

We are saved by the 
grace of God through 
our faith in Him; our 
faith does not buy our 
salvation—it merely re-
ceives it. As Ephesians 
2:8 says, salvation “is 
the gift of God.” It is 

The gift that keeps giving 
joy every day of your life!

impossible to buy a free 
gift and this can be hard 
for us to understand. 
Human nature tends to 
be prideful, and we want 
to earn and deserve this 
free gift and take credit 
for being worthy of it.

But salvation is given 
to us freely, by God’s 
grace, and the same 
way we receive Christ’s 
salvation, is the same 
way we have to live—by 
grace. God gives us His 
forgiveness and grace 
daily; we just have to 
believe and receive it.

See Yourself the 
Way God Sees You
When you are saved, 

it means God forgives 
your  s ins—al l  o f 
them—and you have 
new life in Christ. All 
of your sins means ev-
erything in your past, 
present and future. 
You do not have to be 
afraid of sin because 
God has taken care of 
the problem. This is 
why the Gospel is such 
good news!

Some believe that if 
we don’t fear sin, we 
will keep sinning on 
purpose, but that’s not 
true. If you are truly 
born again and really 
have a relationship with 
God, there is a new na-
ture inside of you. 

Second Corinthians 
5:17 (AMPC) says, 
“If any person is [in-
grafted] in Christ (the 
Messiah) he is a new 
creation (a new crea-
ture altogether); the old 
[previous moral and 
spiritual condition] has 
passed away. Behold, 
the fresh and new has 
come!” 

Now, no one is per-
fect, and we all make 
mistakes sometimes. 
But if the Holy Spirit 
is living in your spirit 
through salvation, you 
won’t be comfortable 
with those mistakes 
because God’s nature 
is at work in you. God 
is not mad at us for our 
mistakes; He is love and 
we need to humbly ac-
cept His love and grace.

Changed by Grace

In John 15:5 (NIV), 
Jesus says,  “I  am 
the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain 
in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you 
can do nothing.” This 
scripture reminds me 
that God doesn’t expect 
me to change on my 
own. He is the power 
source and gives us the 
grace and strength we 
need to do what’s right 
and make changes in 
our lives.

Here’s our part in 
the process of changing 
to become more like 
Christ:

• We hear the truth in 
God’s Word and we’re 
convicted by it. It’s the 
Word that shows us who 
we are and reveals the 
sin in our lives. We have 
to realize what we’re 
doing wrong before we 
can know what needs to 
change and how.

• Then we repent of 
our sin. Being repentant 
means we’re sincerely 
sorry and willing to 
turn away from it. (See 
1 John 1:9.)

• The next step is to 
study the Word in the 
area we need change. 
For example, if I have 
a problem with anger, 
I need to study scrip-
tures about anger and 
forgiveness. Use the 
Word like medicine and 
take it into your heart 
and mind. James 1:21 
(AMPC) says to “wel-
come the Word which 

implanted and rooted 
[in your hearts] contains 
the power to save your 
souls.” There is power 
in God’s Word to bring 
change to our souls!

Believe, Receive, 
and Enjoy Your Life

To receive God’s 
blessings and enjoy ev-
eryday life, we simply 
need to make the de-
cision to believe Him 
and His Word more 
than our thoughts and 
feelings. The Bible is 
our instruction manual 
on how to grow into the 
new nature He’s given 
us and become who He 
wants us to be. So take 
some time each day 
to read and meditate 
on scriptures that tell 
you about God’s love 
for you, who you are 
and what you have in 
Christ. 

A good verse to start 
with is Ephesians 3:17, 
which says, “May Christ 
through your faith [ac-
tually] dwell (settle 
down, abide, make His 
permanent home) in 
your hearts! May you 
be rooted deep in love 
and founded securely 
on love.” This scripture 
says that God loves you; 
His will is for you to be 
His child and receive 
every blessing He has 
for you—righteousness, 
peace, joy, provision of 
your needs, healing and 
restoration. 

In Christ, you have 
a personal relationship 
with your Father God, 

and you can hear from 
God and be led by the 
Holy Spirit, who lives 
in your spirit. In Christ, 
you have access to God’s 
grace and strength to do 
whatever you need to 
do. Because of God’s 
grace, you are blessed 
and you can enjoy your 
life!

***
For more on this 

topic, order Joyce’s 
three-teaching CD se-
ries Joy and Enjoyment. 
You can also contact 
us to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or vis-
iting www.joycemeyer.
org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and AUTHENTICAL-
LY, UNIQUELY YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Everyday 
Life radio and TV pro-
grams, which air on 
hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

From School 
Projects to the 
Big Game, we 
celebrate the 

events that shape 
our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

Jan. 2 - Epiphany Sunday, 9 a.m. Sunday 
school, 9:30 a.m. Worship in-person and 

on Facebook Live

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  
(815) 538-2186

    
Facebook: Mendota Zion United 

Methodist Church      
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 

in fellowship hall during worship service
(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 

during Sunday services) 
TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St. 
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: 
prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.  

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Dec. 30 - 10 a.m. Heritage Manor 
Worship, 6-7:30 p.m. Webelos

Jan. 2 - 10 a.m. Worship - Facebook 
Live, 11 a.m. Coffee Hour

Jan. 6 - 6-7:30 p.m. Webelos 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road 

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Jan. 2 - 10:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel 
led by our Young Adults

Jan. 5 - 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Online “devotional service” videos 
continue every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and 

Facebook page for more information.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut  
Compton  

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dana Cox
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey
1. For possible new year’s reso-
lutions, “Ask, and it shall be giv-
en you; seek, and ye shall find; 
____, and it shall be opened 

unto you.” 
Pray, Knock, Sing, Tithe 

2. Psalm 37:5 informs us to, 
“Commit thy way unto the 

Lord; trust also in him; and he 
shall bring it to ____.” 

Nurture, Pass, Action, Light
3. In which book’s chapter 12 

did the Lord spake unto Moses 
and Aaron about the first month 

of the year?  Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers

4. Proverbs 16:3 instructs us to, 
“Commit thy works unto the 

Lord, and thy thoughts shall be 
____”?  Resolved, Established, 

Directed, Bountiful
5. 2 Corinthians 5:17 and Gala-
tians 2:20 are among the verses 
to focus on what in a new year? 

Blessings, Moving forward, 
Grace, Church attendance

6. From James 1:5, what may 
one lack and if they ask God, 

it shall be given? 
Love, Wisdom, Truth, Goals

ANSWERS: 1) Knock; 2) Pass; 3) Exo-
dus; 4) Established; 5) Moving forward; 

6) Wisdom

=

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Requests
Digby Mackworth Dolben

I asked for Peace -
My sins arose,

And bound me close,
I could not find release.

I asked for Truth -
My doubts came in,
And with their din

They wearied all my youth.

I asked for Love -
My lovers failed,

And griefs assailed
Around, beneath, above.

I asked for Thee -
And Thou didst come

To take me home
Within Thy heart to be.

Your first duty is to learn 
to live in the world, for to 

this you are born.
Max Ehrmann
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to start in Wednesday Mendota Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 
7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota 
Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads 
and $44.60 for commercial business ads and $15.99 for 
garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. 
We will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, 
and will only credit customer for one insertion.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of Mendota 
(hereinafter the “City”) 
owns a tract of real 
estate within the 
corporate boundaries of 
the City and within the 
boundary of the City of 
Mendota Tax Increment 
Financing District No. 
I (hereinafter the “TIF 
District”). 
The Illinois Tax 
Increment Allocation 
Redevelopment Act 
(hereinafter the “TIF 
Act”) authorizes 
the conveyance of 
municipal owned real 
estate in a manner and 
at such price as the 
municipality determines 
is reasonable and 
necessary to achieve 
the objectives of the TIF 
Redevelopment Plan 
and Project (65 ILCS 
5/11-74.4-4). 
The TIF Act further 
provides that said 
conveyance must be 
made after approval 
of an ordinance by the 
corporate authorities 
and after public 
disclosure of the terms 
of such disposition and 
all bids and proposals 
received in response to 
the City’s Request for 
Proposals. 
Therefore, it is 
authorized by the Mayor 
and City Council, of 
the City of Mendota, a 
home-rule municipality, 
as follows: 
1. The City intends to 
convey the following 
described real estate, 
generally located at 
1017 Main Street.  The 
City is hereby accepting 
Requests for Proposals 
from any party 
interested in acquiring 
such real estate. 
2. Any party that is 
interested in acquiring 
such real estate 
shall submit a sealed 
proposal for said 
acquisition to:  City 
Clerk, 800 Washington 
Street, Mendota, IL 
61342, on or before 
4:00 P.M. on January 
28, 2022.  The City may 
award a Proposal at a 
City Council Meeting on 
February 7th, 2022 or at 
a later meeting. 
3. Proposals shall 
contain the offered price 
and proposed terms of 
acquisition.  The City 
will require that the 
property to be acquired 
for a use that includes a 
commercial enterprise 
on the ground floor.  
Proposals should 
contain: 
a. Description of 
planned use(s);
b. Timeline of 
construction period;
c. Proposed site plan/
design as prepared by a 
professional engineer/
architect;
d. Exterior construction 
material description;
e. Estimated date 
of completion of 
improvements;
f. Estimated fair-market 
value of property upon 
completion;
g. Estimated opening 
date of commercial 
enterprise;  
Proposals shall be 
submitted to Emily 
McConville, City 
Clerk, at City Hall, 
800 Washington St, 
Mendota, IL 61342 
during regular business 
hours.  Any questions 
regarding this matter 
shall be directed to 
Emily McConville at 
815-539-7459. 
4. The City retains 
the right to select any 
Proposal received in 
accordance with the 
requirements of the 
TIF Act, to negotiate 
changes to any 
Proposal received, to 
waive any requirements 
or formalities, and 
further to reject any or 
all Proposals received. 
Legal Description
Lot 2 of H.D. Hume 
Company Business 
District Subdivision to 
the City of Mendota, 
being a part of the 
former right of way 
of the Illinois Central 

Railroad in the 
Northwest Quarter of 
Section 33 in Township 
36 North, Range 1 East 
of the Third Principal 
Meridian in the City 
of Mendota, LaSalle 
County, Illinois, said 
plat being recorded 
May 9 2003 as Doc. 
2003-15298.  
By order of the City of 
Mendota, Illinois. 
Emily J. McConville, 
City Clerk
December 29, 2021
Legal No. 1207 (12/29 
2021)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

501 501 
APARTEMENTS FOR APARTEMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2018 Chevy 1500 LT, 4WD, 4X4, Leather, 
White...............................................$33,900
2016 GMC Yukon XL Denali, Loaded, 
Silver.................................................$45,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT, Z71, 4x4, 
79K Miles, Black..............................$28,900

2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, 4X4, Z71, 
LT, 99K Miles, Red...........................$26,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4, 
141K Miles, Blue Granite..............$24,900
2012 Chevy Impala, LS, Silver........$6,000

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LTZ, 
4x4, 44K miles, 1-owner, Silver..$46,500
2019 Chevy 1500 Crew High Country 
4x4, 6.2 gas, Blue.......................$55,900
2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, 
Loaded, 1-Owner, 24K Miles, GM-
Certified, Maroon..........................$45,900
2019 Chevy Crew Cab LT Z71 4x4, 
1-Owner, 63K miles, Gray..........$41,900

2019 Chevy Colorado 2WD, Ext Cab, 
WT,  48K miles, White................$24,500
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4,  
6.2L, gas, 1-owner, 38K miles, White.......$45,900
2018 Chevy Traverse High Country, 
AWD, 51K Miles, Black..............$42,900 
2017 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 
Leather, Z71, Gas, 72K miles, New 
Tires, Gray..................................$46,900 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, Red, GM Certified, 1-Owner, Sold Here New, 
Red, Lots of Options, 24K Miles!

$45,900

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Downtown  
Apartment for Rent

$450/month includes 
garbage, water and 

appliances.
Call 539-7011

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

2- 20 x 40 units $320/month
2- 10 x 10 units $90/month

Call Tracy at Advantage 
Property Management

815-942-5848

MENDOTA STORAGE MENDOTA STORAGE 
UNITS FOR RENTUNITS FOR RENT

strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 

Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

TABLE and 6-Chairs 
with leaf. $180 OBO 
779-221-4434. (12-26-
21)

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes. 
Very friendly and good 
mousers. Call Mike at 
815-993-2234(12-22-
21)

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination 
based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

501	  501	  
APARTMENT FOR APARTMENT FOR 
RENTRENT

FOR RENT – 2 
bedroom, new floors, 
new carpet, 2nd floor. 
Ready to move in. 815-
508-0355 (12-26-21)

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

Mon.- Sat. 9-4 until 
 Dec. 18th  

after that by appointment only 

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

MOBILE DOG GROOMING

Visit us on Facebook

TREE SERVICE

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 20+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265

PAINTING

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL • CUSTOM WHEELS

Mon-Fri: 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat: 9am - 2pm

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518
(815) 539-9575

Gift Certificates 
Available!
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-92555
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

815-539-3811

582 US Route 52, Sublette $343,900
Unique home with lots of spacious room to enjoy! Features include: 3,47 acre’s of 
gorgeous land, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, loft area for entertaining, family room in 
basement and bath room attached garage, large living room with a fireplace, deck out 
front, and outbuilding for more storage. Lots of storage space throughout and work 
shop off garage. 

Erbes Realty LLC
1922 Tower Rd., Sublette

815-535-6295

Abigail Vaessen, Broker

815-508-9715

Marcia Kosowski, Broker

779-423-5947

Joe McConville               815-910-5673
Sharon Kimrey                   815-343-3600 
Marty McConville                       815-200-2233
Melody Nanzer                     815-228-2842
Ryan Coss                     815-830-8636

FREE 
MARKET 

ANALYSIS
WE CAN LET 

YOU KNOW THE 
MARKET VALUE 
OF YOUR HOME.  

Joe McConville            815-910-5673
Sharon Kimrey                815-343-3600 
Marty McConville                          815-200-2233
Melody Nanzer                  815-228-2842
Ryan Coss                                         815-830-8636

Call one of our  
Realtors for all 

your  
Real Estate 
questions!

From all of us 

at McConville 

Realty & 

Auctioneering!

BECKY, RITA, LORI, JAMI

WRAPPING UP THE 

YEAR WITH WISHES 

FOR A NEW HOUSE!

INVENTORY IS 

LOW! GREAT TIME 

TO SELL! CALL 

US FOR A FREE 

MARKET ANALYSIS!

HAPPY 
NEW 
YEAR 
FROM 
ALL OF 
US AT 
ERBES 

REALTY, 
LLC

In an ever-changing world, 
one thing remains constant at 

Homestead Realty-
We think our clients are the 

BEST!!

Thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to close over  

8 million in 2021!!

Best Wishes for a Happy and 
Healthy New Year!!

Gloria & Sally
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