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ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle City Council and 
Ogle-Lee Fire Protection 
District Board recently 
approved an intergov-
ernmental agreement for 
the construction of a joint 
fire training facility in the 
future. 

The facility is planned 
to be located at 920 S. Main 
St., a 12-acre property that 
was donated to the city in 
2020. Under the agree-
ment, Ogle-Lee will pay 
the city $263,000, as the 
site was appraised in 2021 
for $580,000 and there will 
be dual ownership. 

According to the agree-
ment, the city will retain 
ownership of the property 
and the City Manager and 
Rochelle Fire Chief will 
have administrative au-
thority of use and schedul-
ing of the site and facility. 
The city and Ogle-Lee will 
split costs of future devel-
opment of the site. Those 
fees will not necessarily 
be split 50/50, due to other 
potential uses of the facil-
ity like training for utility 
personnel and other city 
departments along with 
other entities possibly 

First steps made in fire training project
‘We’d like to see it utilized by as many entities as possible’

The Rochelle City Council and Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District Board recently approved an intergovernmental 
agreement for the construction of a joint fire training facility in the future. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

training there. 
The city is discussing a 

partnership with the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority 
and the American Pub-
lic Power Association to 
utilize the location for a 
midwestern pole climbing 
school and lineman train-
ing center.   

“In the end, we’d like 
to see it utilized by as 
many entities as possible,” 

Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville said. “Area fire 
departments, law enforce-
ment and the railroads are 
some examples. If there’s 
a need for any kind of 
training, it’s in a great 
location. People have al-
ready reached out and said, 
‘If you build it, we will 
come.’”

Sawlsville said discus-
sions have been ongoing 

about a potential training 
facility for a couple of 
years. He kept hearing from 
firefighters that they could 
do more meaningful train-
ing if they had somewhere 
to do it. Most training is 
currently done at the fire 
station and is limited due 
to fear of damaging the 
building. 

Rochelle Fire trains 
at acquired training sites 

when they become avail-
able, such as the vacant 
Hickory Grove or aban-
doned houses. 

“But they don’t become 
available very often,” 
Sawlsville said. “When 
you have a facility that you 
can design and dedicate 
that’s available whenever 
you need it, that’s great.”

See FIRE page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle City Manager Jeff 
Fiegenschuh said last week 
that work is ongoing to set 
up a 501c3 nonprofit and a 
board has been assembled 
in efforts to bring a daycare 
back to town after Kishwau-
kee Family YMCA Child 
Care Center at 1010 N. 15th 
St. closed last year.

The full board is ready to 
go and information is being 
submitted to the Secretary 
of State’s office to estab-
lish the 501c3. That board 
will be in charge of raising 
funds and making future 
decisions for a daycare. The 
City of Rochelle will have 
no more involvement with 
the project after leading the 
way in recent months to 
facilitate a daycare. 

“The board is a broad 
swath of folks from the 
community,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “I know there’s a 
couple of city folks on 
there, but they’re not there 
as representatives of the 
city. They are because they 
have kids and they have an 
interest.”

The city recently re-

ceived a $10,000 grant 
from the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation 
to start the process of the 
daycare board and 501c3. 
A survey the city put out 
to residents came back 
with overwhelming results 
in favor of a daycare with 
72 percent of respondents 
saying they’re in need of 
a daycare and 71 percent 
saying their children would 
be likely to attend a daycare 
if it opened in town.

Fiegenschuh said he’s 
unsure what kind of funds 
the 501c3 board would have 
to raise to open a daycare. 
His guess was at least $1 
million to get a building 
bought and the daycare off 
the ground and running. 

“I’d tell you that if they 
do a fundraising campaign, 
I’ll be the first one there to 
help them do it because 
I believe in the project,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “I’ll help 
fundraise just as a private 
citizen. If people want a 
daycare center in town, 
when they start raising 
money, then they can start 
helping to fundraise and 
paying for it.”

As far as a building for 
a potential daycare, Fiegen-

Nonprofit board assembled for daycare effort
Fundraising next to bring new facility to Rochelle

Rochelle City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh said that a board has been assembled in 
efforts to bring a daycare back to town after Kishwaukee Family YMCA Child Care 
Center at 1010 N. 15th St. closed last year.

schuh said that will be up to 
the nonprofit daycare board. 
He did say he’s toured the 
former YMCA location and 
that it’s a great location, 
ideal and set up for a daycare 
and in “great shape.”

“When the YMCA 
closed that building, it 
was like they closed it on 
a Friday like it was going 
to be opened back up on 
a Monday,” Fiegenschuh 

said. “We went in there, 
and nothing was touched. 
Everything is still in there. I 
think the building is in great 
shape, but I can’t speak to 
it. When the 501c3 board 
is established, that’s a deci-
sion that they’re going to 
have to make.”

The city manager and 
city staff and officials are 
happy to see the board 
assembled to take on the 

project after working to 
facilitate a solution for a 
large part of this year. 

“It’s a great project and 
once the board is set up, 
you’re going to start seeing 
more action,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “But it’s going to come 
from that board and you’ll 
see a group of really dedi-
cated, hard-working people 
trying to get a daycare facil-
ity open.”

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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We’d like to extend our sincere 
appreciation to our many 

valued customers, employees, 
associates & friends.

Without your support we 
wouldn’t be a part of this 

wonderful community nor have 
the opportunity to wish every 

one of you a happy, healthy and
memorable holiday season.

Happy Holidays
from everyone at

AMBOY – ComEd 
recently presented a $1,000 
charitable contribution to 
the Lee County Farm Bu-

reau Foundation to use for 
the Ag in the Classroom 
program.  

Ag in the Classroom pro-

vides free educational ag 
based resources to teachers 
and students in Lee County. 

For more information on 

Lee County Ag in the Class-
room, contact Coordinator 
Katie Pratt at aitc.leecfb@
comcast.net. 

ComEd donates to LCFB Foundation
ComEd recently presented a $1,000 charitable contribution to the Lee County Farm Bureau Foundation to use 
for the Ag in the Classroom program.  

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE — On 
Dec. 17 at 8:22 p.m. Joshua 
W. Hoole, 37, of Rochelle 
was arrested on an out-
standing Ogle County 
warrant and transferred. 

On Dec. 17 at 11:24 p.m. 
Ana R. Campos-Maya, 31, 
of Belvidere was arrested 
for no valid driver’s license 
and cited for speeding and 
no insurance. She was 
released on an I-Bond and 
given a Rochelle court date 
of Jan. 21.

On Dec. 18 at 5:10 p.m. 
Kofi D. Mitchell, 41, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 

violation of bond condi-
tions and transferred. 

On Dec. 18 at 8:04 p.m. 
Joshua A. Marcoux, 18, 
of Rochelle, 18, of Ro-
chelle was arrested on an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant and paid $476. 

On Dec. 19 at 2:11 a.m. 
Tyler R. Jennings, 24, of 
Rochelle was arrested 
for two counts of driving 
under the influence and 
cited for no insurance and 
disobeying a stop sign. He 
was released on an I-Bond 
and given a Rochelle court 
date of Jan. 21. 

OREGON — On Dec. 
17 at approximately 6:43 
p.m. deputies were dis-
patched to the intersection 
of North Freeport Road 
and West Grove Road for 
the report of a two-vehicle 
accident with injuries. Af-
ter investigation, it was 
determined that a silver 
Mitsubishi Montero was 
traveling northbound on 
Freeport Road, crossed 
over the double solid center 
yellow line, and struck a 
red Hyundai Kona that was 
traveling southbound. Af-
ter striking the Hyundai, the 
Mitsubishi continued into 
the southbound ditch, over-

turned, and struck a utility 
pole before coming to rest 
on its passenger side. The 
Hyundai continued south-
bound and lost control 
entering the southbound 
ditch. The driver of the 
Hyundai sustained no ap-
parent injuries. The driver 
of the Mitsubishi, Angelica 
R. Cornwell, 26, of Clinton, 
Iowa, was transported to a 
nearby hospital with minor 
injuries. A male juvenile 
occupant of the Mitsubishi 
was also transported to a 
nearby hospital with minor 
injuries. Cornwell was cit-
ed for improper lane usage 
and failure to reduce speed 

to avoid an accident. 
On Dec. 18 at approxi-

mately 2:01 a.m. deputies 
located a single vehicle 
accident with injuries at the 
intersection of West Illinois 
Route 64 and North Illinois 
Route 26. After investiga-
tion, it was determined that 
a blue Dodge Ram 1500 
was traveling westbound 
on Illinois Route 64, dis-
regarded the stop sign at 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 26, and traveled 
off of the roadway. The 
Dodge continued for ap-
proximately 100 yards 
and struck an embankment 
causing totaling damage to 

the truck. The driver of the 
truck, Dilon L. Berg, 30, of 
Freeport, sustained non-life 
threatening injuries and 
was transported to a nearby 
hospital for treatment. Berg 
was charged with driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol and violation of 
the FOID card act. Berg 
was additionally cited for 
expired driver’s license 
(less than one year), failure 
to reduce speed to avoid 
an accident, operating 
uninsured motor vehicle 
and disobeying a stop 
sign. Berg was released 
on a $3,000 or 10 percent 
individual bond.  

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to multiple 
vehicular accidents with injuries

Rochelle Police Department

Two arrested on 
outstanding warrants

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle has an-
nounced that the city coun-
cil meeting scheduled for 
Monday, Dec. 27 has been 

canceled in a press release. 
The City of Rochelle 

wished everyone a safe 
and enjoyable holiday 
season.

Dec. 27 city council 
meeting canceled
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This holiday season, the City of Rochelle’s employees purchased new toys for Prescott Brothers Ford of 
Rochelle’s Toy Drive. 

City of Rochelle employees donate to Prescott Brothers toy drive

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY BRAD JENNINGS
OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
director of the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health 
said Friday morning that 
while COVID-19 cases 
are up in the region, no 
new mandates are cur-
rently being considered 
by the state.

Dr. Ngozi Ezike said 

during a virtual news con-
ference that at this point, 
with the vaccine available 
for a year, the state thought 
it would be in a “different 
place” when it came to 
COVID-19 infections.

“We have been through 
that period of stay at home, 
closed facilities,” she said.

And although COVID 
cases are on the rise in 
Region 1 – which includes 

Boone, Carroll, DeKalb, 
Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, 
Stephenson, Whiteside 
and Winnebago counties 
– no new lockdown is in 
the plans.

But she did encourage 
people who are not vac-
cinated to get vaccinated, 
as it is the best weapon 
against COVID-19. She 
also said to continue to 
wear masks in public, as 

currently mandated by 
the state, keep safe social 
distances and wash hands 
regularly.

She said that cases in 
this region are rising at 
an “alarming rate,” and 
hospitals are filling up 
with people suffering the 
effects of COVID-19.

“This is setting up to be 
a very deadly COVID-19 
Christmas and New Year,” 

IDPH: COVID-19 cases up in Rochelle’s region
she said.

She urged the public to 
use walk-in clinics and to 
see their primary care pro-
viders in non-emergency 
cases to help ease the flood 
of people in area hospitals.

The rise in cases is not 
only affecting area hospi-
tals and schools, but also 
the local economy.

“This virus is dev-
astating the economic 
stability” of the region, 
Ezike said.

John Groh, director 
of the Rockford Area 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, said COVID-19 

has negatively impacted 
hospitality and arts in the 
region. He said even the 
Rockford IceHogs hockey 
team has seen attendance 
tumble due to COVID-19.

“Many individuals sim-
ply won’t go out,” he said.

Ezike said that is some-
thing that the public needs 
to realize – the spike in 
COVID-19 cases can 
severely harm the local 
economy. She said the best 
way to help stop that dam-
age is to get the vaccine, 
the “strongest weapon” to 
rebuild economic stability 
in the region.
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
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Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
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See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
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Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
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621 First Ave., Rochelle 
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Conditioning, Drinking water 
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One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

PEORIA — L. Craig 
Cecil, died on Friday, Dec. 
17, 2021, after a short stay 
at Loyola Medical Center 
in Chicago.

He was born Sept. 22, 
1961 in Aurora to Larry 
Cecil and Sheryl Young 
Busby.

ROCHELLE — Ange-
la “Angie” Lee Hansen, 55, 
of Rochelle, passed away 
peacefully on Thursday, 
Dec. 16, 2021 at UW Health 
Swedish American Hospi-
tal in Rockford. Angie was 
born on April 12, 1966, in 
Rochelle, the daughter of 
Arthur “Bud” and Verda 
Owdia (McClure) Brannon. 
She married Glenn Douglas 
Hansen on Aug. 23, 1986 in 
Creston. Angela is preceded 
in death by her father, Ar-
thur Brannon, step-father, 
Paul Crum and her father-
in-law, Donald J. Hansen.

She graduated from 
Rochelle Township High 
School in 1984 and attended 
Kishwaukee Community 
College.

Angie had her own 
daycare business for many 
years and later worked at 
Rochelle Township High 
School. She had been 
working at Benny’s gas 
station in Rochelle since 
their establishment.

Angie devoted her life 
to her family, children and 
especially her grandchil-
dren. Angie would never 
miss the opportunities to 

see their sporting events, 
school functions, playing 
board games with them and 
taking them to the movies. 
She enjoyed reading, cook-
ing and absolutely loved 
to travel with her family 
and many friends and was 
always up for a road trip. 
Angie always had the big-
gest smile, warmest heart 
and a contagious laugh. She 
devoted her life to Christ 
and was a member of First 
Baptist of Rochelle.

Angie is survived by 
her husband, Glenn; three 
children: Ashley (Chad) 
Simms of Rochelle, Adam 
(Amy) Hansen of Win-
nebago and Nolan (Mya 
Latta) Hansen of Rochelle; 
two grandchildren: Aubry 
and Eve Simms and an 
expectant grandson to be 
born, Kamdyn Hansen; 
four step-grandchildren: 
Alexandria (Cody) Es-
chen, Bryan Lischka, Rylee 
Smith, and Preston Smith; 
mother, Verda Owdia Crum 
of Rochelle; sister, Jennifer 
(Brian) Elder of Rochelle, 
brother, Russell (Karen) 
Brannon of Billings, Mon-
tana; mother-in-law, Ar-

lene Hansen of Rochelle; 
step-sisters: Sherry (Tom) 
Balcer of Florida, Shei-
la Rojek of Tennessee, 
step-brothers: Mike (Boni-
ta) Crum of Tennessee and 
Joe Crum of Tennessee. 
She also had many other 
brother and sisters-in-law, 
aunts and uncles, cousins, 
nephews and nieces.

Visitation services will 
be held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 22 from 5-7 p.m. at 
the Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home. Funeral services 
will be Thursday, Dec. 23 at 
10 a.m. at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St., Rochelle, with Pastor 
Doug Cowan officiating. 
Burial will be held at Wood-
lawn Cemetery in Creston. 
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book.

ROCHELLE — Wil-
liam Henry Justice, Jr., 73, 
passed away Sunday, Dec. 
19, 2021 at OSF St. Antho-
ny Hospital in Rockford. 
Bill was born on March 
19, 1948 to William H. and 
Stella (Rowlett) Justice in 
Ewing, Virginia. On May 
25, 1968, he married Patty 
Jo Russell in Rochelle. She 
preceded in him in death on 
Feb. 12, 2011.

Bill worked in the elec-
trical, heating and cooling 
industry for many years, 
with many customers in the 
Rochelle and surrounding 
areas. He was a lifelong 
member of the Rochelle 
V.F.W. Post 3878. Bill 
played the banjo, enjoyed 
fishing and cooking and 
especially spending time 
with his family and friends.

In addition to his parents 
and wife, Patty, he was 

MENDOTA — Mary E. 
McCauley, 88 of Mendota 
passed away Friday, Dec. 
17, 2021. Mass of Christian 
burial will be Tuesday, Dec. 
21, at 10:30 a.m. in Holy 
Cross Catholic Church. 
Rev. Peter Pilon will offi-
ciate, and burial will follow 
in Holy Cross cemetery. 
Visitation will take place in 
Wasmer Funeral Home on 
Monday, Dec. 20 from 4-7 
p.m. with a 4 p.m. rosary. 

Masks and social dis-
tancing guidelines are pre-
ferred. Wasmer Funeral 
Home is privileged to assist 

the family. Mary was born 
Dec. 22, 1932, in Mendo-
ta to William and Anna 
(Schneider) Klein. She 
married Joseph Oscar Mc-
Cauley on July 25, 1953, in 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 
Peterstown. 

During her work career 
Mary was at Conkey’s 
and the Egg Factory for 
two years each. She was 
a waitress at Parkway 
Restaurant in Mendota for 
27 years. While her children 
were in school, she was 
involved in the Holy Cross 
Parents Club and enjoyed 

ROCHELLE — Jef-
frey Scott Stein, 54, of 
Rochelle reached the end of 
a long and arduous journey 
on Dec. 20, 2021, after be-
ing diagnosed with a brain 
tumor at the age of 21. Jeff 
was born on June 23, 1967 
in Rochelle to Duane and 
Linda (Ackland) Stein.  

Jeff graduated from 
Rochelle Township High 
School in 1985 and went 
on to study at Kishwaukee 
College and Southern Illi-
nois University.

Jeff loved watching foot-
ball, especially his beloved 
Miami Dolphins, listening 
to the Grateful Dead, but 
most of all he cherished the 

time spent with his daugh-
ters, Cassidy and Caitlyn.  

Survivors include daugh-
ters: Cassidy Calway-Stein 
of Seattle, Washington, and 
Caitlyn Calway-Stein of 
Las Cruces, New Mexico; 
parents, Duane and Linda 
Stein of Rochelle; sisters: 
Terri (Fred) Kruglick of 
Flagstaff, Arizona, Sue 
(Dave) Stenberg of Syc-
amore; nephews: Adam 
Kruglick of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, Josh Kruglick 
of Phoenix, Arizona and 
Derek Stenberg of Norman, 
Oklahoma.

A heartfelt thank you to 
the Franklin Grove Living 
and Rehabilitation Center 

and Serenity Hospice and 
Home for their diligent 
care.

Cremation care has been 
provided by Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home. A private 
family memorial service 
will be held at a later date. 
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book.

Obituaries

Jeffrey Scott Stein

Mary E. McCauley

some women’s card clubs 
through the years. She was 
a faithful member of Holy 
Cross Church. 

Mary is survived by four 
sons: Larry (Judy) McCau-
ley of Dunlap, John (Bev) 
McCauley of Mendota, 
Kevin McCauley of Otta-
wa and Mark (Kimberly) 
McCauley of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; one 
daughter: Bonnie (Ken) 
Bernardin of Rochelle; 12 
grandchildren; 15 great 
grandchildren; one broth-
er: Harold “Mick” Klein 
of Spring Valley and one 
sister: Bertha Sondgeroth 
of Mendota. 

She was preceded by 
her husband Oscar on May 
29, 2014, one son Bruce 
McCauley on Aug. 28, 
2017; six brothers: Ray, 
Gilbert, Joe, Leroy, Ed and 
Bill, and three sisters: Hilda 
Klein, Dorothy Weiman 
and Margaret Biers. Pall-
bearers will be grandchil-
dren: Matt Schifeling, Nick 
McCauley, Josh Bernardin, 
Jordan Bernardin, Zach 
Bernardin and Ben McCau-
ley. Honorary pallbearers 
will be Jacquelyn Warren, 
Amanda McCauley, Corey 
McCauley, Haley Engel, 
Aaron McCauley and Alex 
McCauley. 

Memorials may be di-
rected to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. Condo-
lences may be left at was-
merfuneralhome.com.

William Henry Justice Jr.
predeceased by his sister, 
Pam Ritchie and half infant 
sister, Cecelia.

Bill is survived by four 
daughters: Tina (William) 
Cupp of Rochelle, Tracy 
(Rob Kingberg) Russom 
of Creston, Kelly (Rafa-
el) Contreras and Kate 
(Randy) Litton both of Ro-
chelle; six siblings: Elaine 
(Bill) Devault of Marble 
Hill, Missouri, Brenda 
(Donnie) Ming of Vien-
na, Illinois, Tim (Joyce) 
Justice of Franklin Grove, 
Sherry (Floyd) Smith of 
Rochelle, Chrylene (Jer-
ry) Reynolds of Broken 
Arrow, Oklahoma, Tammy 
(Dwight) Jett of Hazard, 
Kentucky; half sister, Te-
resa Watson of Indiana; six 
grandchildren: Patrick and 
Justin Gaffket, Zachary, 
Isaac, and Benjamin Con-
treras and Sophia Castillo.

The visitation will be 
from 5-7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 28 at the Unger-Horn-
er Funeral Home, 400 N. 
6th St., Rochelle. Military 
graveside service will be 
held at 10 a.m., Wednes-
day, Dec. 29 at Lawnridge 
Cemetery in Rochelle 
with military services 
provided by the Army 
and the Eastern Lee-Ogle 
Honor Guard. A memo-
rial has been established. 
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online 
guest book.

Angela “Angie” Lee Hansen

L. Craig Cecil
Surviving are his moth-

er of Peoria, his father of 
Canton, two daughters, 
Cassie (Chris Steder) 
Cecil of Monroe Center 
and Samantha (Ty) Corn-
messer of Miami, Florida; 
one son, Andrew (Ashley) 
Cecil of Cortland; two 
grandchildren, Michael 
and Echo Cecil; one broth-
er, Michael (Lynn) Cecil 
of Farmington; one sister, 
Kristy Cecil-Harris of 
Peoria; two nieces and 
one nephew also survive.

Craig worked as sales-
man for Royal Publishing 
for many years. He was an 
avid Cub and Bear fan as 
well, and could often be 
heard screaming at the TV 
on Sundays.

A funeral service will 
be on Wednesday, Dec. 
22, at 6 p.m. at Wright & 

Salmon Mortuary, with 
Pastor Stephen Barch 
officiating.

Visitation will be from 
4 p.m. until the time of ser-
vice at 6 p.m. Cremation 
rites will be accorded after 
the services. Memorials 
may be made to Peoria 
Rescue Ministries, 601 
S.W. Adams, Peoria, IL 
61602.

Friends and family may 
sign the online guestbook 
by logging onto www.
wrightandsalmon.com.
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The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining 

Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR NEED OUR 
SUPPORT SUPPORT 

NOW MORE NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE:• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS.PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will 
mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAYTODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
• BY MAIL:• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

From page 1

“Back in the day, we 
just did what we could 
right here at the fire station 
using the best stuff we 
could. There are benefits to 
this new facility. It makes 
us better at our jobs, more 
efficient and safer.”

Another benefit of the 
planned facility is its 
potential to lower home-
owner’s insurance rates for 
area residents. The Insur-
ance Service Organization 
rates fire departments and 
that plays into residents’ 
insurance costs. Rochelle 
and Ogle-Lee having 
access to a fire training 
facility would give them 
a better rating. 

Sawlsville said local 
training facilities are more 
common now compared to 
10 years ago due to added 
benefits. He spends a lot 
of time traveling around 
the state and visiting other 
departments and he’s seen 
more and more of them. 

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee 
having both full-time and 
paid on-call staff makes 
the facility more neces-
sary. 

“You have to meet your 
paid on-call staff where 
they are,” Sawlsville said. 
“You have to train those 
guys when they’re avail-
able. If you have some-
thing local and available, 
you can say you’ll meet 

them where they are and 
when they can make it. 
It’s a benefit for all of our 
folks.”

Rochelle Fire and Ogle-
Lee already have a con-
tract in place. Rochelle 
goes to all Ogle-Lee’s calls 
and Ogle-Lee responds to 
Rochelle’s bigger calls. 
Sawlsville serves part-
time as Ogle-Lee’s chief. 
They train together and 
have the same radio fre-
quency. 

“We back each other up 
all the time,” Sawlsville 
said. “It only makes sense 
that we partner with them 
on the training facility. If 
we’re going to count on 
them, we should train with 
them. Our relationship 
with Ogle-Lee has been 
just amazing. I haven’t 
come across another rela-
tionship like it. We work 
together every day.”

The next steps of the 
project include engineer-
ing to lay out the facility. 
Grants will be pursued to 
help with project costs. 
Sawlsville said the work 
can be done in phases as 
money becomes available. 

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh said he’s most 
excited by the facili-
ty’s potential to provide 
training for all city de-
partments, especially the 
utility side. There’s a “real 
good chance” it could be 
home to a pole climbing 

or line training school for 
national organizations. 

When Rochelle Mu-
nicipal Utilities employ-
ees go to pole climbing 
school, they go down to 
Tennessee. The Rochelle 
facility could be the only 
one or one of the few in 
the Midwest. 

“I do think there’s some 
really prime opportunities 
to have national or region-
al training when it comes 
to the electric side there,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “And 
it can be paid for by or-
ganizations coming from 
outside of our community 
using it.”

The city manager said 
there’s no timeframe on 
the project. Funds have 
been budgeted for next 
year for engineering and 
design work. He guesses 
it will be another year or 
two before construction. 
He’s unsure of what the 
potential investment could 
be, but is excited about the 
facility’s potential.

“Our mayor and council 
have said that they want 
more collaboration with 
other units of govern-
ment,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“Whether it’s the state or 
federally or locally. The 
thing I like most is there 
are a lot of opportunities 
to make it more than just a 
fire training facility. Kind 
of a fire, public safety and 
utility training facility.”

FIRE: Intergovernmental 
agreement approved

The new fire training facility is planned to be located at 920 S. Main St., a 12-acre 
property donated to the City of Rochelle in 2020. Under the intergovernmental 
agreement, The Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District will pay the city $263,000, as the 
site was appraised in 2021 for $580,000 and there will be dual ownership. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School Renaissance Crit-
ical Thinking Award has 
been made possible by a 
generous donation from the 
RTHS Class of 1961 and the 
Rochelle Rotary club.

Critical thinking is all 
about taking the time to 
gather and evaluate infor-
mation in order to reach 
the best possible decision. 
Unfortunately, good in-
formation isn’t always at 
your fingertips. Sometimes 
you have to step outside 
your comfort zone to find 
answers.  

English teacher Scott 
Swartz sets the bar in his 
classroom very high. Stu-
dents are met with flexi-
bility and understanding, 
knowing they are expected 
to learn the material to earn 
the grade. 

Swartz’s colleagues con-
sider him a voice of reason; 
available to help, gracious 
about offering his opinion 
and unbothered if his input 
is disregarded. 

Swartz allows the stu-
dents and colleagues to 

grow at their own rate. 
He helps others become 
better and stronger without 
advancing his own agenda. 

He left teaching for a few 
years to hone his broadcast-
ing skills. Swartz, known 
far and wide as the voice 
of RTHS, is first and always 
will be an educator. There 
is no doubt we are better 
and stronger with him on 
our team.

Our Critical Thinking 
Award program invites 
teachers to nominate stu-
dents who exhibit strong 
CT skills. This month we 
recognize a pair of siblings 
who showed exceptionally 
strong skills in very differ-
ent ways.

Samantha Sanford was 
nominated by English 
teacher David Welle. His 
nomination was based on 
how hard Samantha worked 
throughout the semester 
in expository writing. Sa-
mantha showed strong 
skills from the beginning, 
but what most impressed 
Welle was how she applied 
them. He said her ability 
to express herself while 
following the rigorous 
rules of expository writing 
was masterful. Samantha 

collected a lot of informa-
tion from a lot of sources, 
carefully evaluating before 
incorporating it into her 
work. 

Zach Sanford is also 
being honored this month. 
Last summer Zach suffered 
an ACL injury. It benched 
him for the whole of the 
2021 football season, but he 
managed to be a force any-
way, employing exception-
al problem-solving skills 
which he generously shared 
with teammates. Zach 
assisted players as well as 
the coaches. He mentored 
younger players and be-
came a real team leader. 
He organized and promoted 
SupeRfan participation at 
home games. Zach is an 
excellent example of how to 
use positivity and flexibility 
to rebound from a setback.

For everything he con-
tributed to the Hubs’ suc-
cess following an odd, 
abbreviated spring season 
(COVID-19), Zach was 
nominated by Hubs football 
coaching staff.

This month’s recipients 
will receive a $50 prize and 
the opportunity to designate 
an additional $50 each to 
the charity of their choice. 

Swartz, Sanford siblings receive 
RTHS Critical Thinking Awards

Scott Swartz, Samantha Sanford and Zach Sanford
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
“How long have you had your Christmas shopping done for? Or are you a last minute 

shopper?”

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Scott Reeder

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson 
Stephanie White 
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

THE first electric car 
appeared in Des 
Moines, Iowa, around 

1890, invented by William 
Morrison. Electric cars were 
developed but never manufac-
tured in large quantities at that 
time. In recent years, there has 
been much discussion 
about electric cars, 
mostly claiming how 
great they are. Let’s 
take a look at the valid-
ity of these claims.  

It has been claimed 
that an electric car 
reduces your car-
bon footprint. This 
is true at your own 
home. However, the electric-
ity to charge your car’s bat-
teries comes from a power 
plant mostly using fossil fuel 
(coal, natural gas, etc.) which 
increases the carbon footprint 
at that location.   More energy 
is required to manufacture an 
electric vehicle than a compa-
rable gasoline-powered vehicle 
mainly as a result of the usage 
of lithium batteries. Extrac-
tion of lithium for electric car 
batteries is expensive, energy 
intensive and results in toxic 
byproducts such as arsenic, 
antimony, radioactive uranium 
and sulfuric acid. Conventional 
new gasoline-powered vehicle 
pollution is very low. In some 
cities, the exhaust from a mod-
ern gasoline powered vehicle 
is cleaner than the air drawn in 
for combustion. 

It has been claimed that 
the price of an electric car 
is competitive with that of 
a conventional gasoline-
powered car. Electric cars are 
expensive, but with a $7,500 
nonrefundable tax credit, pric-
ing comes in line with conven-
tional gasoline-powered cars. 
However, insurance costs are 
about 20 percent higher for 
electric cars, since the insur-
ance premium is based on the 
list price. 

It is claimed that fuel cost is 
reduced with electric cars. You 
save on gasoline, but you do 
have to pay for the electricity. 
Fuel cost for the electric car is 
currently about half that of the 
conventional gasoline pow-
ered car. A quick charge takes 
about a half hour and gives 
you about a 90-mile range. 
For full range (about 450 
miles), an eight-hour charge 
is typical. You must plan your 
trip around available charging 
stations. Typically, a charg-

ing station will have to be 
installed in your home depend-
ing on the voltage required.

It is claimed that mainte-
nance costs associated with an 
electric car are less than that of 
a conventional gasoline vehi-
cle. That is true for the electric 

motor when compared 
to the gasoline engine. 
However, the batteries 
have a finite life and 
must be replaced. Typi-
cally, batteries have to 
be replaced after eight 
years or 100,000 miles 
at a cost of $1,000 to 
$6,000. Since electric 
vehicles do not cur-

rently pay road tax through the 
purchase of gasoline, it is not 
inconceivable that the govern-
ment will switch to tracking 
your mileage and tax you ac-
cordingly. 

A safety concern about 
electric cars is the possibility 
of being electrocuted. Battery 
voltages in electric vehicles 
range from 200 to 800 volts, 
which is enough to cause death 
by electrocution. One should 
never work on an electric 
car unless they know exactly 
what they are doing. Acci-
dently touching a high voltage 
component can end your life. 
If you suspect a problem, take 
it back to the dealer. If you are 
involved in an accident, stay 
away from any damage that 
results in exposed wiring. 

If you live in cold climates, 
the battery capacity and vehi-
cle range is reduced. If you get 
stuck in a traffic jam on a cold, 
snowy evening, keep an eye 
on how long you are using 
the electric heater, which can 
significantly drain the batter-
ies, limiting your range. If the 
power goes out for a few days 
after a storm and you have 
not charged the batteries, you 
may be stranded. 

Finally, it is not clear what 
is being planned to increase 
the capacity of power genera-
tion and the electrical grid to 
accommodate the predicted 
significant increase in electric 
vehicles. Without the needed 
infrastructure and with in-
creased demand, the cost of 
electricity is likely to in-
crease. There also appears to 
be a movement to close fossil 
plants and replace them with 
wind and solar power. Talk 
to people in Texas about how 
well this worked last year 
during the cold spell.

Are electric 
cars worth it? OK, I’ll admit it. I 

have Santa Claus 
issues. 

It’s not that I suffered 
some Santa trauma as a 
child. I believed until I was 
4 and then I cross- examined 
my mother. She was sitting 
on the toilet and I 
demanded to know if 
Santa was real.

She tried to deflect 
my questions. But 
I would have none 
of it and somewhere 
between No. 1 and 
No. 2 the existence 
of Santa, the Easter 
Bunny and the Tooth Fairy 
was flushed from my life 
forever. 

Or so I thought. 
Flash forward a few de-

cades and my wife, Joan, and 
I are new parents. I made the 
pronouncement to my wife 
that we would not lie to our 
child about the existence of 
some magical elf in a red 
suit. 

Joan gave me a look that 
seemed to convey in one 
glance: “You’re a moron.” 

So, what did my new bride 
do? She enlisted the support 
of my mother.

And suddenly, I’m hearing 
it in stereo: “A child needs 
to experience wonderment at 
Christmas and you are deny-
ing it.”

The look of disgust from 
the woman who birthed me 
and the one who gave birth to 
my child was enough to make 
eggnog curdle. 

I caved.
And our baby Gracie and 

her two future sisters were 
taught that Santa was real. 

And, yes, they experi-
enced wonderment at Christ-
mas.  And my wife and 
mother were pleased. And, 
no, none of our daughters 

ever cross examined either 
of us about the existence of 
Santa. (That doesn’t bode 
well for us having any future 
reporters in the family.) 

But speaking of reporters 
and Santa, my issues with St. 
Nick have only grown during 

my 33 years in the 
news business. 

Back when I was 
a young reporter at 
the Quad-City Times, I 
decided it would make 
for a fun feature story 
to write about what it’s 
like to be Santa.

So, I dressed up in 
the red suit and cap, attached 
a beard with an elastic strap, 
and watched hundreds of kids 
line up to sit on my lap at 
the Davenport, Iowa, public 
library.

I was told the key to be-
ing a good Santa is being 
noncommittal, which, by the 
way, is also the secret to be-
ing a good politician. 

Whenever a youngster 
wiggling on my knee reeled 
off their wish list, I would 
say something like, “Be good 
and I’ll see what I can do.”

And then, a little girl 
crawled on to my lap.

I asked, “What do you 
want for Christmas?”

She looked me in the eye 
and replied, “I want a new 
dad. My old dad left, and my 
mom is really lonely.”

I looked into her hope-
ful eyes and sputtered. I 
finally said, “There are just 
some things beyond Santa’s 
power.”

The next day the top editor 
of the paper wandered over to 
my desk and suggested I stick 
with the “hard news” stories 
and leave the human-interest 
features to others.

Several years after that 
was by far my most trauma-

tizing Santa experience. I 
was writing about homeless 
children for the Las Vegas 
Sun.

I quoted an 8-year-old 
boy saying, “I don’t know 
if Santa will know where to 
go this year. We keep mov-
ing every week. I guess I’ve 
been good. I go to sleep on 
time every night.”

Although I turned the 
story in several days in 
advance, the editor didn’t get 
around to reading it until 45 
minutes before deadline. 

He wandered over to my 
desk, “Is this kid kind of 
slow? Eight seems awfully 
old to believe in Santa. Go 
find out if he thinks Santa is 
a real person or an idea.”

Huh? Within 45 minutes?
I’ve been asked lots of 

questions, mostly good, by 
editors throughout the years. 
But this is without a doubt 
the dumbest.

I found myself racing 
across Las Vegas on deadline 
to a school that served the 
homeless. I talked the princi-
pal into calling the boy into 
the office.

When the perplexed 
youngster entered the of-
fice, I dropped down on my 
haunches and asked, “Rich-
ard, do you think Santa is a 
real person or just an idea?”

He gave me his answer 
and I found myself barking 
into a telephone receiver min-
utes before the presses began 
to roll, “He says, ‘Santa is 
real!’”

Yes, Santa is real, not 
just in the hearts of all good 
people, but even in the mind 
of the most cynical journalist.

Scott Reeder, a staff writer 
for the Illinois Times, can be 
reached at: sreeder@illinois-
times.com.

I have a Santa complex

“Three months its just my boys and granddaughter.”
Marilynn Bulthaus Roberson

“Done and wrapped for about a week or so.”
Lori Helfrich Miller

“Normally done by the 15th. But not this year, gotta finish shopping next week.”
Katie Marie

“Are we supposed to have started?”
Willie Watson

Chuck 
Roberts
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Nov. 25 - Jon Long, Tomahawk, Wis., $500

Nov. 26 - Glen Hughes, Dixon, $25

Nov. 27 - Deanna Rosenbaum-Hall, Chicago, $25

Nov. 28 - Laurie B orowicz, Sycamore, $50

Nov. 29 - Sue Worley, Maplehurst Farms, $25 

Nov. 30 - Mia Ramsey, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 1 - Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, $25 

Dec. 2 - Martha Landa, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 3 - Deb Julifs, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 4 - Henry Hall, Sycamore, $25

Dec. 5 - Jodi Ziegler, Oregon, $50

Dec. 6 - Lois Hultgren, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 7 - Matt Thimjon - Rochelle Foods, $25

Dec. 8 - Amy Kerns, Creston, $25

Dec. 9 - Brandy Scarbrough, Creston, $25

Dec. 10 - Jeremy Cover, Dixon, $25

Dec. 11 - Jackleen Potts, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 12 - Steve Berg, Orlando, Fla., $50

Dec. 13 - Nancy Vogl, Oregon, $25

Dec. 14 - Janet Boyle, Byron, $25

Dec. 15 - Matt Boehle, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 16 - Mary Anne Louis, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 17 - Beth Thacker, Poplar Grove, $25

Dec. 18 - Chrissy Smardo, Steward, $25

Dec. 19 - Cindy Knight, Ashton, $50

Dec. 20 - Cyndi Cunningham, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 21 - Jake Mason, Dixon, $25

Dec. 22 - Shawn Enoch, Cedar Siding, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Dec. 22
Deb Wooten

Dec. 23
Tristen McGuire

Dec. 24
Luke Gilliam

Dec. 25
Maribel Ortiz

Dec. 26
Annette Sulser

Dec. 28
Chris Prosser

Dec. 29
Kelsey Rogers

Dec. 31
Jamey & Nicole King 

Ruth Allen
Hayleigh Jones

AMBOY — The Lee County 
Farm Bureau (LCFB) was recently 
recognized during the 107th Annual 
Meeting of the Illinois Farm Bureau 
for their outstanding programming 
during 2019 and 2020. 

The LCFB was recognized for 

outstanding programming in the 
areas of ag literacy and membership 
value and was also recognized as a 
top county for non-farming member 
growth for counties in our member-
ship group.  

The Illinois Farm Bureau Annual 

Meeting provides an opportunity 
for recognition of outstanding 
achievement by individual mem-
bers and county farm bureaus 
(CFBs). Counties compete for 
awards with other counties of sim-
ilar membership size. 

Lee County Farm Bureau honored 
during IFB annual meeting 

Illinois Farm Bureau Vice President Brian Duncan (left) presents an award for ag literacy and membership 
value to Lee County Farm Bureau President Adam Henkel (right). 
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SPORTS LADY HUBS FACE G-K 
 
The Lady Hub varsity basketball team 
faced Genoa-Kingston on Saturday. 
 
See page 4 for more details
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RTHS Boys Basketball

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021 90 Days Same as Cash                                 Tues-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed
429-433 Lincoln Hwy. | Rochelle, Illinois | 815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

12
04

20
18

HUB CITY 
FURNITURE

Santa loves his new recliner from...

You will, too!
Several styles to choose from!

RTHS Wrestling

Rochelle earns two wins at Oak Forest Mega Duals

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

OAK FOREST — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity wres-
tling team competed at the 
Oak Forest Mega Duals 
on Saturday, winning two 
matches and conceding two 
losses. The six-team dual 
meet featured Oak Forest, 
Joliet Central, Bradley-
Bourbonnais, Naperville 
Central and Prospect. Ro-
chelle fell 49-23 against 
Prospect and 42-36 against 
Oak Forest, but the Hubs 
took down Bradley-Bour-
bonnais 53-28 and Joliet 
Central 47-31. The Hubs 
are now 9-4 on the season.

Prospect
The Knights scored 24 

consecutive points to open 
the dual against the Hubs, 
with Nick Grassano, Nate 
Lopez, Connor Mitchell 
and Jacob Grzesiak each 
winning by fall across the 
160-pound, 170-pound, 
182-pound and 195-pound 
bouts. Freshman Kaiden 
Morris scored Rochelle’s 
first points of the dual, re-
cording two takedowns and 
two-near-falls before pin-
ning Prospect’s Eric Her-
nandez in the second period 
to win the 220-pound bout. 

Junior Jaden Cook fol-
lowed with another pin 
for the Hubs, defeating 
Ola Sulaimon to win the 
285-pound bout. Pros-

pect’s Joel Muehlenbeck 
scored a technical fall in 
the 106-pound bout, but 
freshman Xavier Villalo-
bos brought the Hubs back 
with three takedowns, two 
near-falls and one reversal 
in a 13-3 major decision 
against Elijah Garza in the 
113-pound bout. Fresh-
man Joseph Nadig then 
faced James Mateos in the 
120-pound bout, earning 
an 8-2 decision.

Prospect’s Tom Mill-
er and Will Baysingar 
each pinned to win the 
126-pound and 132-pound 
bouts to give the Knights a 
41-19 lead over Rochelle. 
Lennon Steinkuehler then 
scored a technical fall in 
the 138-pound bout before 
Alex Bootz outlasted Hub 
freshman Grant Gensler 
for a 6-3 decision in the 
145-pound bout. Senior 
Caleb Nadig scored the 
final points for the Hubs, 
totaling six takedowns 
in a 13-5 major decision 
over Connor Munn in the 
152-pound bout.

Oak Forest
Connor Nowicki opened 

the dual with an 18-2 
technical fall to win the 
145-pound bout for the 
Bengals. Rochelle senior 
Caleb Nadig scored a sec-
ond-period pin over Ivan 
Corral in the 152-pound 
bout before Oak Forest’s 
Maxwell Corral recorded 

a first-period pin to win 
the 160-pound bout. Joe 
Castaneda survived Ro-
chelle sophomore Brock 
Metzger’s strong effort 
during the 170-pound 
bout, earning a third-period 
reversal to win the bout by 
4-2 decision.

Oak Forest’s Gavin 
Brown and John Maru-
sarz notched back-to-back 
pins in the 182-pound and 
195-pound bout to put the 
Bengals ahead 26-6. Hub 
freshman Kaiden Morris 
received a forfeit in the 
220-pound bout before 
junior Jaden Cook pinned 
Tim Marusarz in the sec-
ond period to win the 
285-pound bout. Sopho-
more Tommy Tourdot and 
freshman Xavier Villalo-
bos then took forfeits in the 
106-pound and 113-pound 
bouts to give the Hubs a 
30-26 advantage.

Oak Forest tied the 
match after Tyler Evitts 
scored a 17-4 major deci-
sion to take the 120-pound 
bout. The Bengals pinned 
to win the 126-pound 
bout, but the Hubs earned 
a forfeit for junior Wesley 
Brown in the 132-pound 
bout, tying the score again 
at 36-36. The Bengals 
clinched the dual win in 
the 138-pound bout, with 
Hunter Hale scoring a 
second-period pin.

See DUALS page 7

Hubs improve to 9-4 with victories over Bradley-Bourbonnais, Joliet Central

Junior Jaden Cook earned four wins for the Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team 
during the Oak Forest Mega Duals on Saturday.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Hubs down Harvest Christian
Six players reach double figures as Rochelle wins E.C. Nichols tourney opener
MARENGO — The 

Rochelle Hub varsity bas-
ketball team arrived for the 
opening round of the E.C. 
Nichols Holiday Classic 
on Monday with a renewed 
sense of confidence after 
scoring wins over Ge-
noa-Kingston and Morris 
this past week. Rochelle 
showed no signs of back-
ing down this week, with 
six players reaching double 
figures in a first-round rout 
against Harvest Christian.

Behind a dominant start 
to the third quarter in which 
the Hubs broke off an 
18-1 run, Rochelle pushed 
the ball up and down the 
floor all evening, wearing 
out the Harvest Christian 
defense to the tune of an 
85-57 victory. The Hubs 
(5-5, 2-1 Interstate 8) saw 
10 players score at least 
two points in the win.

“We’re on a three-
game winning streak and I 
thought we pushed the ball 
really well today,” senior 
Adam Kemp said. “Our 
confidence is definitely 
through the roof right 
now, but we have a tough 
game coming up in the 
next round. Our energy has 
been much better over the 
last week or so and we’re 

having a lot more fun. 
When we’re pushing the 
pace, we play really well. 
I thought we were able to 
move the ball around and 
create a lot of open shots 
today.”

Kemp drilled a 3-pointer 
and finished through con-
tact for an old-fashioned 
3-point play to score all 
six of his points in the first 
quarter and help spark the 
Rochelle offense. Harvest 
Christian fell behind early, 
but the Lions received a 
significant scoring boost 
from guard Ben Lothrey, 
who converted several 
contested shots and led all 
players with 25 points in 
the game. 

However, the Lions 
had no answers for Ro-
chelle’s ball movement, 
which included long passes 
down the floor, cross-court 
passes and quick passes 
inside to junior forwards 
Raul Aguirre and Aidan 
Darby, who each finished 
with 11 points. Senior 
Noah Brown canned two 
second-quarter triples for 
the Hubs, who led 24-19 
after the first quarter and 
48-35 at halftime. 

See HUBS page 3
Senior Adam Kemp works around Harvest Christian’s Ben Lothrey during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball 
game against the Lions on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S
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0
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5

Hwy 251 North (221 Powers Road)
1 Mile North of Rochelle in Hillcrest

(815) 562-2465

FREE
LOCAL 

PICKUP & 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE

H
S

20
15

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am

Call us for a ride: 815-562-5050
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

HUB SPOTLIGHT

The Rochelle Wrestling Club competed at the Stillman Valley Holiday Tournament on 
Sunday, with several athletes earning medals including Wells Millard (right).

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Junior Hubs battle at Stillman 
Valley Holiday Tournament

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STILLMAN VALLEY — The Rochelle 
Wrestling Club competed at the 2021 Still-
man Valley Wrestling Club Holiday Tour-
nament on Sunday. Thirteen Junior Hub 
wrestlers participated in the tournament over 
the weekend, with three wrestlers bringing 
home first-place finishes.

Nehemiah Andronic finished first in the 
56-59 Tots Division bracket with a 3-0 record. 
Andronic scored back-to-back pins against 
Stillman Valley’s Gunnar Hall and Gavin 
Provancher before facing Dixon’s Carter 
Bilharz in the final round, winning the title 
with a 16-1 technical fall.

Gavin Smith took first in the 63-66 
Bantam Division bracket with a 3-0 record. 
Smith scored a 14-5 major decision against 
Oregon’s Owen Martin before defeating 
DeKalb’s Jax Lovett by 12-6 decision. Smith 
topped Dixon’s Carson Alba by 14-6 major 
decision for the championship.

Vaughn Manning placed first in the 65-
69 Intermediate Division bracket with a 3-0 
record. Manning opened the tournament with 
a 14-0 major decision over Stillman Valley’s 
Grace Hamill before outlasting Huntley’s 
Anthony Pharis with a 5-0 decision in the 
second round. Manning battled DeKalb’s 
Christopher Rodriguez for the title, scoring 
a 45-second fall for the victory.

Elias Andronic finished second in the 43-
45 Tots Division bracket with a 2-1 record. 
Andronic won by fall over Rock Falls’ Owen 
Dorathy and Rowan Hunsberger to reach the 
championship match against Woodstock’s 
Landon Menard, who edged Andronic out 
with a 6-2 decision.

Wells Millard took second in the 44-46 

Tots Division bracket with a 2-1 record. Mil-
lard opened the tournament with a first-round 
pin against Rock Falls’ Ryker Kuehl before 
falling to Stillman Valley’s Benson Grugel. 
Millard scored a 15-3 major decision against 
Amboy’s Gabriel Larson.

Felix Belmonte placed second in the 55-57 
Bantam Division bracket with a 2-1 record. 
Belmonte recorded a 15-0 technical fall over 
Dixon’s Rogyn Plock before conceding a 
10-2 major decision to Rock Falls’ Myles 
Goodell. Belmonte topped Sycamore’s Grant 
Cole by 14-5 major decision.

Teddy Millard took second in the 61-64 
Intermediate Division bracket with a 2-1 
record. Millard won by fall over Oregon’s 
Boe Bastian before coming up just short in a 
4-0 decision to Orland Park’s Jimmy Roach. 
Millard then grinded for a 5-3 decision 
against Byron’s Darien Whitlock.

Benjamin Morris finished second in the 
117-134 Intermediate Division with a 1-1 
record. Morris won by fall over Stillman 
Valley’s Justin Cheeseman before falling to 
Dixon’s Levi Pretzsch. 

Elliot Huff placed third in the 53-54 Ban-
tam Division bracket with a 1-2 record, win-
ning by fall over Stillman Valley’s Eduardo 
Durand in the third round. Dominic Escatel 
took third in the 67-68 Bantam Division 
bracket with a 1-2 record, earning a 4-3 
decision against DeKalb’s Alban Becker in 
the second round. Quentin Ansteth finished 
third in the 87-90 Intermediate Division 
with a 1-2 record, scoring an 11-8 decision 
over Stillman Valley’s Sergio Diaz in the 
third round.

Cole Albers placed fourth in the 64-68 
Bantam Division bracket. Garrett Miller 
placed fifth in the 104-112 Intermediate 
Division bracket.
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

HUBS: Brown leads Rochelle to road win at Morris

Senior Noah Brown drives around Morris defender Cameron Hatcher during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game Friday evening. 
Brown scored 21 points to lead the Hubs over the Redskins 68-63.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

From page 1

Brown and senior 
Ryan Simmons, who also 
swished a second-quarter 
triple, each scored 12 
points.

While Rochelle’s of-
fense made plenty of noise 
in the first half, the team’s 
full-court press and ball 
pressure on defense stifled 
the Harvest Christian of-
fense, generating several 
steals and transition bas-
kets including a pair of 
one-handed dunks from 
Simmons. The Hubs led 
by as many as 33 points 
and were on pace to score 
nearly 100 points after 
three quarters.

“We’ve been focused on 
using our length and our 
size on defense,” Kemp 
said. “We’re really long 
and we can get a lot of 
deflections and steals so 
we can get out and run. Our 
confidence is really high 
right now and we’re going 
to use that to try and make 
a run in this tournament.”

Senior Tanner Lager 
finished with 11 points 
in the win, while sopho-
more Eli Luxton totaled 
10 points. Senior Forrest 
Gerber scored five fourth-
quarter points to help seal 
the victory.

Morris
Rochelle senior Noah 

Brown had been patiently 
waiting for a breakout 
shooting performance. 
That opportunity came 
during an Interstate 8 Con-
ference matchup against 
Morris on Friday, when 
Brown scored a team-high 
21 points while hitting five 
3-pointers to lead the Hub 
varsity basketball team 
over the Redskins 68-63. 
Rochelle improved to 4-5 
with the victory.

“I think we all realized 
that we have to come to-
gether as a team,” Brown 
said. “We had to pass the 
ball and move the ball well. 
We came into practice last 
week with more energy and 
we’ve been able to figure 
things out really quickly. 
We moved the ball well 
against Morris and it was 
a big confidence booster 

for me because Morris has 
always been a hard place 
to play.”

With Brown leading 
the charge, Rochelle shot 
over 45 percent from the 
field and over 41 percent 
from 3-point range against 
the Redskins. The Hubs 
build a 19-15 lead after the 
first quarter before Morris 
inched closer during the 

second quarter, bringing 
Rochelle within one point 
at halftime. Despite a strong 
offensive performance 
from Gage Phillips, who 
led the Redskins with 18 
points, Morris struggled 
against Rochelle’s ball 
pressure all evening long.

“We knew they had 
a good shooter and we 
pressured him as much as 

we could,” said Brown, 
who added six defensive 
rebounds and two steals 
in the victory. “They shot 
the ball well during the 
first quarter, but once we 
started pressuring their 
shooter, they shut down 
in the second half… We 
just have to keep working. 
Our conference has a lot 
of evenly matched teams.”

Senior Adam Kemp 
finished with 13 points 
and five rebounds for the 
Hubs, while senior Ryan 
Simmons totaled 10 points, 
six rebounds, five assists, 
two steals and two blocks. 
Senior Cooper Hasz added 
nine points and three re-
bounds for the Hubs, who 
are now 2-1 in the Inter-
state 8.
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

RTHS Girls Basketball

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

To advertise your 
business here

contact 
Andrew Heiserman

815-561-2123

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Antiques & Collectibles

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball team faced off against Genoa-Kingston on Saturday, falling 38-33. At left, senior forward Abby Luxton keeps the ball away 
from Genoa-Kingston defender Ally Poegel. At right, senior guard Zoey Tabor drives against Genoa-Kingston defender Avery Walters.

Timely shots evade Lady Hubs against G-K
Tabor sinks three 3-pointers, scores 14 points in 38-33 loss to Cogs

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES 
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
basketball team continued 
playing tough defense 
on Saturday, limiting the 
Genoa-Kingston Cogs to 
three first-quarter points. 
But the Lady Hubs were un-
able to knock down enough 
key shots during the second 
half, with Genoa-Kingston 
eventually pulling away 
to defeat Rochelle 38-33. 
The Lady Hubs fell to 6-9 
overall with the loss.

“The area where we have 

to be better is hitting the 
big shots when we have the 
opportunities,” head coach 
Ryan McQuade said. “We 
had a lot of opportunities 
to hit those shots this after-
noon and we had a chance 
to tie the game near the 
end. We just have to calm 
down when we’re in those 
situations. We’re not going 
to win many basketball 
games when we’re scoring 
33 points.”

Junior Torrin Nantz con-
verted two shots under the 
basket in the first quarter 
for four of her six points 
to give the Lady Hubs an 

early spark offensively. 
Leading 9-3 entering the 
second quarter, Rochelle 
saw freshman Kendyl 
Darby score on two aggres-
sive drives to the basket, 
while senior Zoey Tabor 
canned the first of her three 
3-pointers to keep the Lady 
Hubs moving.

“Our ball pressure has 
been what’s really helped 
us bring our defense to 
the forefront of how we 
want to play,” McQuade 
said. “Our guards are re-
ally bringing the pressure. 
It’s about cleaning up the 
little things like getting 

defensive rebounds and 
preventing second-chance 
points. Those are the things 
that will take us from a good 
defensive team to an elite 
defensive team.”

Genoa-Kingston suc-
cessfully regained the lead 
in the second quarter, ral-
lying behind senior guard 
Emily Gilbert and freshman 
forward Ally Poegel, who 
combined for 27 points to 
lead the Cogs on Satur-
day. Genoa-Kingston led 
18-15 at the half and the 
Cogs surged ahead by as 
many as eight points in the 
fourth quarter, but Tabor’s 

hot shooting continued in 
the second half, where she 
made two 3-pointers and 
multiple free throws. Tabor 
led Rochelle with 14 points.

“Zoey’s our senior cap-
tain and she’s been fan-
tastic,” McQuade said. 
“It was one of her better 
shooting performances 
and we’ve been waiting 
for that because she’s such 
a good shooter. It was defi-
nitely nice to see her come 
through and shoot the ball 
well for us today.”

The Lady Hubs fought 
back within two points of 
the Cogs, trailing 32-30 

late in the fourth quarter. 
Genoa-Kingston struggled 
to make free throws in the 
final minutes, but Rochelle 
couldn’t gather enough 
defensive rebounds to tie 
the game on the other end, 
eventually putting the Cogs 
into the double bonus while 
both Tabor and Darby, who 
scored eight points, fouled 
out. 

JV
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

JV basketball team im-
proved to 12-3 overall on 
Saturday, defeating Genoa-
Kingston 46-8.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ogle County 
E d u c a t i o n a l 
Cooperative (OCEC) 
maintains temporary 
student records 
on students with 
disabilities who have 
received special 
education services 
while attending the 
public schools in Ogle 
County. These records 
are maintained at the 
OCEC central office 
in Byron. This notice 
is intended only for 
those individuals having 
birth dates during the 
period of 1996, 1997, 
1998, and 1999 who 
have received special 
education services.
OCEC advises 
as follows:  Any 
temporary student 
records maintained 
regarding your special 
education services will 
be destroyed effective 
January 31, 2022. 
These records may be 
of assistance to former 
students and they may 
request the actual 
student records, rather 
than the records being 
destroyed. Individuals 
wishing to obtain their 
temporary records must 
request such no later 
than January 15, 2022 
at the OCEC offices 
at 417 N. Colfax St., 
Byron, IL  61010. The 
OCEC will continue to 
maintain permanent 
records of former 
students on compact 
discs.  By Matt Zilm, 
Director
No. 1201 (Dec. 6, 8, 13, 
15, 20, 22, 27, 29)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDINANCE NUMBER 
12-2021
AN ORDINANCE 
A U T H O R I Z I N G 
THE VILLAGE OF 
STEWARD, 
LEE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS TO BORROW 
FUNDS FROM THE 
PUBLIC WATER 
SUPPLY LOAN 
PROGRAM 
WHEREAS, the Village 
of Steward, Lee County, 
Illinois operates its 
public water supply/
waterworks system 
(“the System”) in 
accordance with the 
provisions of 65 ILCS 
5/11-139-1, et. seq., and 
the Local Government 
Debt Reform Act, 30 
ILCS 350/1 (collectively, 
“the Act”), and 
WHEREAS, the 
President and Board 
of Trustees of the 
Village of Steward (“the 
Corporate Authorities”) 
have determined that it 
is advisable, necessary 
and in the best interests 
of public health, safety 
and welfare to improve 
the System, including 
the following: 
Water system 
improvements entail the 
replacement and new 
construction of water 
main within various 
areas of the Village, 
with new larger-sized 
water main to address 
existing undersized and 
aging water main.
together with any 
land or rights in land 
and all electrical, 
mechanical or other 
services necessary, 
useful or advisable 
to the construction 
and installation 
(“the Project”), all in 
accordance with the 
plans and specifications 
prepared by consultants 
of the Village of 
Steward, which Project 
has a useful life of 30 
years; and 
WHEREAS, the 
estimated cost to 
purchase and install 
the Project, including 
engineering, legal, 
financial, administrative 
and other related 
expenses is $900,000, 
and there are 
insufficient funds on 
hand and lawfully 
available to pay these 
costs; and  
WHEREAS, in 
accordance with the 
Procedures for Issuing 
Loans from the Public 
Water Supply Loan 
Program Title 35 Ill. 
Adm. Code Part 662, 

Section 662.210 Fixed 
Loan Rate, the Village 
meets the criteria for 
the Small Community 
Interest Rate thereby 
qualifying for a fixed 
interest loan rate equal 
to 75% of the Base 30 
Year Rate; and 
WHEREAS, in 
accordance with the 
Procedures for Issuing 
Loans from the Public 
Water Supply Loan 
Program Title 35 Ill. 
Adm. Code Part 662, 
the Village meets 
the Disadvantaged 
Community Principal 
Forgiveness and is 
eligible to have a 
percentage of the 
Project costs be 
forgiven by the State 
of Illinois pursuant 
to principal loan 
forgiveness provisions; 
and
WHEREAS, the 
principal and interest 
payment shall be 
payable semi-annually, 
and the loan shall 
mature in up to 30 
years, which is within 
the period of useful life 
of the Project; and 
WHEREAS, the costs 
are expected to be 
paid for with a loan to 
the Village of Steward 
from the Public 
Water Supply Loan 
Program through the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, 
the loan to be repaid 
from revenues of the 
System and the loan 
is authorized to be 
accepted at this time 
pursuant to the Act; and  
WHEREAS, in 
accordance with the 
provisions of the Act, 
the Village of Steward 
is authorized to 
borrow funds from the 
Public Water Supply 
Loan Program in the 
aggregate principal 
amount of $1,300,000 
to provide funds to pay 
the costs of the Project;  
WHEREAS, the loan to 
the Village of Steward 
shall be made pursuant 
to a Loan Agreement, 
including certain 
terms and conditions, 
between the Village 
of Steward and the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency; 
NOW THEREFORE, 
be it ordained by the 
Corporate Authorities of 
the Village of Steward, 
Lee County, Illinois, as 
follows: 
SECTION 1.  
INCORPORATION OF 
PREAMBLES
The Corporate 
Authorities hereby 
find that the recitals 
contained in the 
preambles are true and 
correct, and incorporate 
them into this Ordinance 
by this reference. 
SECTION 2.  
DETERMINATION TO 
BORROW FUNDS
It is necessary and in 
the best interests of 
the Village of Steward 
to construct the 
Project for the public 
health, safety and 
welfare, in accordance 
with the plans and 
specifications, as 
described; that the 
System continues to be 
operated in accordance 
with the provision of 
the Act; and that for the 
purpose of constructing 
the Project, it is hereby 
authorized that funds 
be borrowed by the 
Village of Steward in 
an aggregate principal 
amount (which can 
include construction 
period interest financed 
over the term of the 
loan) not to exceed 
$1,300,000. 
SECTION 3.  
PUBLICATION
This Ordinance, 
together with a Notice 
in the statutory form 
(attached hereto as 
Exhibit “A”), shall be 
published once within 
10 days after passage 
in the Rochelle News-
Leader, a newspaper 
published and of 
general circulation in 
the Village of Steward, 
and if no petition signed 
by electors numbering 
10% or more of the 
registered voters in 

the Village of Steward 
(i.e., 14) asking that the 
question of improving 
the System as provided 
in this Ordinance and 
entering into the Loan 
Agreement therefore 
be submitted to the 
electors of the Village 
of Steward, is filed with 
the Village of Steward 
Village Clerk within 
30 days after the date 
of publication of this 
Ordinance and notice, 
then this Ordinance 
shall be in full force and 
effect. A petition form 
shall be provided by 
the Village Clerk to any 
individual requesting 
one. 
SECTION 4.  
A D D I T I O N A L 
ORDINANCES
If no petition meeting 
the requirements of the 
Act and other applicable 
laws is filed during the 
30 day petition period, 
then the Corporate 
Authorities may adopt 
additional ordinances 
or proceedings 
s u p p l e m e n t i n g 
or amending this 
Ordinance providing for 
entering into the Loan 
Agreement with the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, 
prescribing all the 
details of the Loan 
Agreement, and 
providing for the 
collection, segregation 
and distribution of 
the revenues of the 
System, so long as the 
maximum amount of the 
Loan Agreement as set 
forth in this Ordinance is 
not exceeded and there 
is no material change in 
the Project or purposes 
described herein. Any 
additional ordinances 
or proceedings 
shall in all instances 
become effective in 
accordance with the 
Act or other applicable 
law. This Ordinance, 
together with such 
additional ordinances 
or proceedings, shall 
constitute complete 
authority for entering 
into the Loan Agreement 
under applicable law. 
H o w e v e r , 
notwithstanding the 
above, the Village of 
Steward not adopt 
additional ordinances 
or amendments 
which provide for any 
substantive or material 
change in the scope and 
intent of this Ordinance, 
including but not 
limited to interest rate, 
preference, or priority 
of any other ordinance 
with this Ordinance, 
parity of any other 
ordinance with this 
Ordinance, or otherwise 
alter or impair the 
obligation of the Village 
of Steward to pay the 
principal and interest 
due to the Public 
Water Supply Loan 
Program without the 
written consent of the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency.
SECTION 5.  LOAN 
NOT INDEBTEDNESS 
OF THE VILLAGE OF 
STEWARD
Repayment of the 
loan to the Illinois 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agency 
by the Village of 
Steward pursuant to 
this Ordinance is to be 
solely from the revenue 
derived from revenues 
of the System, and the 
loan does not constitute 
an indebtedness of 
the Village of Steward 
within the meaning of 
any constitutional or 
statutory limitation. 
SECTION 6.  
APPLICATION FOR 
LOAN
 The Village of Steward 
President is hereby 
authorized to make 
application to the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency for 
a loan through the 
Public Water Supply 
Loan Program, in 
accordance with the 
loan requirements set 
out in 35 Ill. Adm. Code 
662.   
SECTION 7.  
ACCEPTANCE OF 
LOAN AGREEMENT
The Corporate 

Authorities hereby 
authorize acceptance 
of the offer of a loan 
through the Public 
Water Supply Loan 
Program, including all 
terms and conditions 
of the Loan Agreement 
as well as all special 
conditions contained 
therein and made a part 
thereof by reference.  
The Corporate 
Authorities further 
agree that the loan 
funds awarded shall 
be used solely for the 
purposes of the project 
as approved by the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency in 
accordance with the 
terms and conditions of 
the Loan Agreement. 
SECTION 8.  RESERVE 
ACCOUNTS
The Village of Steward 
does not contemplate 
establishing any 
reserve accounts 
because it does not 
have any revenue 
bonds outstanding 
that would be superior 
or senior to the debt 
obligation contemplated 
herein. 

9.  AUTHORIZATION 
OF VILLAGE 
OF STEWARD, 
PRESIDENT,
TO EXECUTE LOAN 
AGREEMENT
The Village President 
is hereby authorized 
and directed to 
execute the Loan 
Agreement with the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency.  
The Corporate 
Authorities may 
authorize by resolution 
a person other than the 
President for the sole 
purpose of authorizing 
or executing any 
documents associated 
with payment requests 
or reimbursements 
from the Illinois 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agency in 
connection with this 
loan. 
SECTION 10.  
SEVERABILITY
If any section, 
paragraph, clause 
or provision of this 
Ordinance is held 
invalid, the invalidity 
of such section, 
paragraph, clause 
or provision shall not 
affect any of the other 
provisions of this 
Ordinance. 
SECTION 11.  
REPEALER
All ordinances, 
resolutions or orders, 
or parts thereof, 
which conflict with 
the provisions of this 
Ordinance are, to the 
extent of such conflict, 
hereby repealed.  
PASSED by the Village 
Board of the Village of 
Steward, Lee County, 
Illinois on December 
13, 2021. 
Introduced:  November 
8, 2021
Passed: December 13, 
2021 
Approved: December 
13, 2021 
Hugh McKiski
ATTEST:  
Hugh McKiski, 
President
Christina Smardo 
Christina Smardo, 
Village Clerk
Ayes:  4
Nays:  0
Absent: 0 
PUBLISHED in the 
Rochelle News-Leader 
on December 22, 2021
RECORDED in the 
Village of Steward on 
December 13, 2021.
ATTEST:
Christina Smardo 
Christina Smardo, 
Village Clerk
Village of Steward, Lee 
County, Illinois
CERTIFICATION 
CHRISTINASMARDO, 
certify that I am the 
Clerk of the Village of 
Steward.  I do further 
certify that the above 
and foregoing, identified 
as Ordinance Number 
___________, is a true, 
complete and correct 
copy of an ordinance 
otherwise identified 
as “An Ordinance 
Authorizing the Village 
of Steward, Lee County 
Illinois to Borrow Funds 

from the Public Water 
Supply Loan Program” 
passed by the Village 
Board of the Village of 
Steward on December 
13, 2021, and approved 
by the President and 
Village Board of the 
Village of Steward on 
the same said date, 
the original of which 
is part of the books 
and records within my 
control as Clerk of the 
Village of Steward. 
Dated this 13th day of 
December, 2021.
Christina Smardo 
Christina Smardo, 
Village Clerk 
Exhibit “A”
NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO BORROW FUNDS
AND RIGHT TO FILE 
PETITION
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that, pursuant 
to Ordinance Number 
12-2021, adopted on 
December 13, 2021, 
the Village of Steward, 
Lee County, Illinois, 
( the “entity”) intends 
to enter into a Loan 
Agreement with the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency in 
an aggregate principal 
amount not to exceed 
$1,300,000 and bearing 
annual interest at an 
amount not to exceed 
the maximum rate 
authorized by law at the 
time of execution of the 
Loan Agreement, for 
the purpose of paying 
the cost of certain 
improvements to the 
public water supply 
system of the Village of 
Steward.  A complete 
copy of the Ordinance 
accompanies this 
Notice. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
FURTHER GIVEN that 
if a petition signed by 
14 or more electors of 
the Village of Steward 
(being equal to 10% of 
the registered voters in 
the Village of Steward) 
requesting that the 
question of improving 
the public water supply 
system and entering into 
the Loan Agreement is 
submitted to the Village 
Clerk within 30 days 
after the publication 
of this Notice, the 
question of improving 
the public water supply 
system of the Village 
of Steward as provided 
in the Ordinance and 
Loan Agreement shall 
be submitted to the 
electors of the Village 
of Steward at the next 
election to be held 
under general election 
law on June 28, 2022.  A 
petition form is available 
from the Office of the 
Village Clerk. 
Christina Smardo 
Christina Smardo, 
Village Clerk
Village of Steward, Lee 
County, Illinois
No. 1228 (Dec. 22)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on December 
15, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as: 
Soto’s Bargain, 100 
S. Prairieland CT, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Dated: December 15, 
2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 1229 (Dec. 22, 29, 
Jan. 5)

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF 

AVAILABILITY OF 
AUDIT REPORT OF
FLAGG-ROCHELLE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

DISTRICT
The Flagg-Rochelle 
Public Library District 
hereby pro-yides public 
notice that an audit of 
its funds for the period 
July 1, 2020 through 
June 30, 2021 has 
been made by Sikich 
LLP., and that a report 
of such audit dated 
November 30, 2021 
has been filed with the 
County Clerk of Ogle 
County, in accordance 
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INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

Office Admin
NIU Lorado Taft 

seeking office support 
specialist.

Full-time, weekday hours, 
full benefit package

Apply at: 
employment.niu.edu/postings/60848

Now Hiring

Rewarding Sales Position 
with Hiring Bonus!

If you have an outgoing personality, 
an energetic get-it-done approach, and 
enjoy helping clients build their business, 
then you may be a perfect fit for a fun 
and rewarding multimedia sales position 
with the Rochelle News-Leader and Ogle 
County Life.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service 
current accounts and also help new clients in the 
Ogle County region of northern Illinois market their products 
and services through a variety of highly visible, popular and 
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office and meet with 
clients on a regular basis to help grow their audience and 
reach new customers, then we would like to talk to you 
because this position may be right up your alley.

We have two positions to fill and are offering an incremental 
hiring bonus up to $1,500 for candidates who can start by 
Jan. 15, 2022.

Applicants should possess excellent communication and  
organizational skills with a positive personality and team-play-
er approach. Previous media sales or related marketing 
experience is a plus, including print, digital and social media 
advertising.

Sky is the limit on earning potential and career development 
in this position. We offer a competitive base salary plus  
commission, paid vacation, paid sick days, paid holidays, 
excellent medical benefit plans, and 401-K options. 

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their resume to 
Mike Feltes (mfeltes@oglecountylife.com) or mail it to the 
following address:

Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Mike Feltes

P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has two
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

HW

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 24-25
SOUTH 1ST, 2ND 3RD 

STREETS & AVENUE IN 
BETWEEN

ROUTE 11-12
300-800 BLOCK N. 8TH ST., 
N. 9TH ST. & 10TH ST. AND 

AVENUES
200-800 BLOCK N. 12TH ST, 

N. 11TH ST AND 
AVENUES IN BETWEEN

1100-1200 BLOCK 
LINCOLN AVE.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 

childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

TABLE and 6-Chairs 
with leaf. $180 OBO 
779-221-4434. (12-26-
21)

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes. 
Very friendly and good 
mousers. Call Mike at 
815-993-2234(12-22-
21)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENT FOR APARTMENT FOR 
RENTRENT

FOR RENT – 2 
bedroom, new floors, 
new carpet, 2nd floor. 
Ready to move in. 815-
508-0355 (12-26-21)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

with 30 ILCS 15/0.01 
et seq. The full report 
of the audit is available 
for public inspection at 
the main office of the 
Library District at 619 
Fourth Ave, Rochelle, 
Illinois, during regular
business hours 

1 0 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m 
Monday through Friday 
except for holidays.
Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library District
Susan Sevedge/
Secretary, Treasurer
No. 1231 ((Dec. 22)
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys Bowling

Hubs fall against Streator
Patel medals at Freeport Sport Shot tourney

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STREATOR — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity bowl-
ing team faced Streator in a 
nonconference road match 
Thursday evening, falling 
3,069-2,654 and dropping 
to 2-10 on the season. 
Senior Luke Orlikowski 
led the Hubs with a 517 
series, while senior Sergio 
Guevara followed with a 
502 series.

Streator took the first 
game 922-888 behind 203 
from Keith Scott and 180 
from Brady Grabowski. 
Orlikowski and Guevara 

led Rochelle in the first 
game, with Orlikowski 
firing 188 and Guevara 
rolling 182.

The Bulldogs pulled 
ahead with a 1,042-874 
victory in the second 
game. Grabowski scored 
227 and Anthony Domi-
nic followed with 191 
for Streator, while Gue-
vara shot 176 and senior 
Devansh Patel recorded 
163 for the Hubs.

Streator sealed the 
sweep with a 1,105-914 
win in the third game. 
Grabowski shined for the 
Bulldogs, shooting 279 to 
finish with a match-best 

686 series. Patel and Or-
likowski led Rochelle with 
respective scores of 176 
and 171. Freshman Logan 
Frye chipped in 167 during 
the third game.

Freeport 
Sport Shot

The Rochelle Hub var-
sity bowling team com-
peted in the Freeport Sport 
Shot tournament Saturday, 
finishing 16th out of 19 
teams with 4,023 pins. Se-
nior Devansh Patel earned 
the ninth-place medal for 
high individual score with 
219. 

Local People Providing Local Services
333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456

Rochelle, IL 61068
815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

Boost Energy Efficiency
Prepare your home now to cut back on winter 

energy costs.
• Change the furnace filter.
• Check for air leaks around windows, doors,
  fireplaces, outlets and light switches.
• Check that vents are not blocked by furniture
  or curtains.

08282019

From page 1

Bradley-
Bourbonnais
A.J. Mancilla earned 

a 16-4 major decision in 
the 170-pound bout for 
the first victory of the 
dual for the Boilermakers. 
Rochelle sophomore Leo 
Stoffel earned a forfeit 
in the 182-pound bout 
before Bradley-Bourbon-
nais took the lead back 
in the 195-pound bout, 
where Nick Slager scored 
a first-period pin. Fresh-
man Kaiden Morris took 
a forfeit in the 220-pound 
bout and junior Jaden Cook 
also received a forfeit in 
the 285-pound bout to put 
Rochelle ahead 18-10.

Ethan Spacht pinned to 
win the 106-pound bout for 
the Boilermakers, but the 
Hubs benefited from five 
consecutive forfeits across 
the 113-pound, 120-pound, 
126-pound, 132-pound and 
138-pound bouts for fresh-
man Xavier Villalobos, 
freshman Joseph Nadig, 
sophomore Riley Damask, 
junior Wesley Brown and 

sophomore Alex Burke. 
Bradley-Bourbonnais’ Ty-
ler Starr pinned to win the 
145-pound bout before 
senior Caleb Nadig domi-
nated the 152-pound bout 
against Zach Anderson, 
compiling two takedowns 
and four near-falls in a 16-1 
technical fall. The Boiler-
makers closed out the dual 
loss with a pin to take the 
160-pound bout. 

Joliet Central
Senior Caleb Nadig 

opened Rochelle’s dual 
against the Steelmen, 
notching two near-falls be-
fore earning a first-period 
pin over Rafael Gutierrez 
in the 152-pound bout. 
Joliet Central’s Kameron 
Mitchell pinned to win 
the 160-pound bout before 
Hub sophomore Brock 
Metzger brought Rochelle 
back in the 170-pound 
bout, scoring a second-
period pin over Ryan Ruiz.

Freshman Jack Pav-
lak took a forfeit in the 
182-pound bout to give 
the Hubs an 18-6 lead. 
Mikai McIntosh stepped 
up for the Steelmen in the 

195-pound bout, earning 
a first-period pin before 
Rochelle freshman Kaiden 
Morris received a forfeit 
in the 220-pound bout and 
junior Jaden Cook took 
down and pinned Ramiro 
Lopez in the first period 
to win the 285-pound bout.

Sophomore Tommy 
Tourdot and freshman 
Xavier Villalobos scored 
consecutive pins against 
Isaiah Kan and Anto-
ny Toledo to win the 
106-pound and 113-pound 
bouts for Rochelle. With 
the Hubs leading 42-12, 
freshman Joseph Nadig 
controlled the 120-pound 
bout against Alexis Ortiz, 
recording four near-falls 
and one takedown for a 
15-0 technical fall. Joliet 
Central pinned to win the 
126-pound bout, while 
Eduardo Mendez took the 
132-pound bout by 16-5 
major decision.

The Steelmen won the 
final two bouts of the dual. 
Jorge Robles Jr. pinned to 
win the 138-pound bout be-
fore Camron Davis-Jones 
grinded out a 3-2 decision 
in the 145-pound bout.

DUALS: Rochelle wrestlers 
earn two wins Saturday

Freshman Kaiden Morris goes for a pin during the Oak Forest Mega Duals on 
Saturday. Morris recorded one pin and earned three forfeits in the meet.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle Township High 

School board unanimously 

approved going out to bid 

for a tennis court repair 

project that is estimated 

to cost $500,000 at its 

monthly meeting Monday.

District Business Man-

ager Kevin Dale said an 

issue has been seen with 

a crack across the eight 

main courts at the high 

school. The asphalt will 

be removed and replaced, 

but the rest of the infra-

structure will remain. The 

project should result in 

getting “at least” another 

10 years out of the tennis 

surface.
The bids will be brought 

to the board for review next 

month. The construction 

would not occur until July 

2022 so it doesn’t interfere 

with any of the sports 

seasons. 

Tax levy

The board discussed its 

new tax levy that will be up 

for approval next month. 

Dale said the district will 

be asking for $9,919,878. 

Last year it was extended 

$9,496.208. The increase 

is based on an over $20 mil-

lion increase in Equalized 

Assessed Valuation, which 

is currently $472.76 mil-

lion and is used to calculate 

the district’s tax levy. 

Dale said the district is 

asking for less than it did 

last year rate-wise and he 

expects the EAV to drop 

due to tax appeals. 

“If we look at the current 

dollars and if everything 

stayed the same, the rate 

that would be established 

if this gross EAV came in, 

is we’re asking for $2.41,” 

Dale said. “That is a 1.5 

cent decrease over what we 

had last year. We’re asking 

for less than the rate was 

last year.”

Finals
RTHS Principal Chris 

Lewis said final exams 

will return to the school 

this semester after they 

weren’t implemented in 

recent semesters due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Lewis said RTHS’s cur-

rent freshmen and sopho-

mores haven’t had final 

exams in the building. 15 

of RTHS’s new teachers 

haven’t done final exams 

at the school before. Finals 

will take place Dec. 20-22. 

“We want to make sure 

Tennis court repairs going out for bid

RTHS board discusses tax levy during Monday meeting

teachers are having the 

same assessment and then 

also looking at what we did 

right and wrong and what 

we need to improve on,” 

Lewis said. “We’ve got a 

lot of work to do before 

these final exams. The 

schedule and expectation 

are different. Do they quite 

understand the purpose yet 

or that it’s 15 percent of 

their grade? We’re doing 

extra communication. We 

plan to spend extra time 

on preparing teachers and 

students for finals.”

Calendar

The board unanimously 

approved its 2022-2023 

district calendar. The start 

of the regular school year 

will be Monday, Aug. 15, 

2022 and it will end on 

Wednesday, May 24, 2023. 

“You might feel like this 

is a little bit earlier in the 

process than the last couple 

years, it is,” Superinten-

dent Jason Harper said. 

See RTHS page 2

RTHS Board President Tom Huddleston speaks during the district’s monthly 

meeting Monday evening. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

Flagg-Rochelle Commu-

nity Park District board 

discussed plans to put its 

former office and storage 

buildings on 2nd Street up 

for sale at its monthly meet-

ing Monday. 

Board President Tim 

Hayden said a 60-day period 

will start Tuesday to see if 

the park district receives 

one or more sealed bids. 

Advertising will be done 

for the property. Hayden 

said the property has been 

appraised at $140,000. The 

property would likely have 

to be rezoned upon sale. 

He said the park district has 

already received inquiries 

about the property that has 

been vacated by a move to 

the newly-constructed REC 

Center. 
“Since it’s a good real 

estate market and we’ve 

had some inquiries, we’re 

going to see what kind of 

opportunities come about,” 

Hayden said. “Hopefully 

we’ll have someone make 

it their new home and we’ll 

get some capital to do some-

thing that needs to be done 

somewhere else.”

New vehicle

The board unanimously 

approved the purchase of 

a new truck from Prescott 

Brothers Ford for $49,647. 

The Prescott Brothers bid 

was the only one the district 

received after submitting 

two requests for proposal. 

It includes “everything” 

the district was looking for 

including a plow, lift gate 

and super cab package. 

Two trucks are being 

replaced by the district. 

One will go up for sale at 

a municipal auction and 

the second may as well, if 

it’s not traded into Prescott 

Brothers for the new truck. 

Helms roof 

Park District Executive 

Director Jackee Ohlinger 

said two bids were re-

ceived late last week for 

the replacement of the roof 

at Helms Field. She didn’t 

anticipate receiving any bids 

due to the lack of supplies 

available in the roofing 

industry. 
“We are going to be do-

ing a little more research on 

these bids and provide the 

board with a recommenda-

tion at the next meeting,” 

Ohlinger said.

See PARK page 8

Park district preparing property for sale

Board commissioners approved new vehicle purchase

The Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District board discussed plans to put its former office and storage buildings on Second Street up for 

sale at its monthly meeting Monday. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

You can’t beat this  
holiday gift deal!

* Offer expires December 31, 2021

11
24

20
21

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com
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just 

$119*
 PLUS get a Rotary Cash 
Calendar & a $10 T-Byrd 

Lanes Gift Certificate 

FREE!
(a $149  total value!)
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