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SPRINGFIELD – Ogle 
County has been issued a 
tentative property assessment 
equalization factor of 1.0000, 
according to David Harris, Di-
rector of the Illinois Department 
of Revenue.

The property assessment 
equalization factor, often called 
the “multiplier”, is the method 
used to achieve uniform property 
assessments among counties, 
as required by law.  This equal-
ization is particularly important 

because some of the state’s 6,600 
local taxing districts overlap into 
two or more counties (e.g. school 
districts, junior college districts, 
fire protection districts).  If there 
were no equalization among 
counties, substantial inequities 
among taxpayers with compa-
rable properties would result.

State law requires property 
in Illinois to be assessed at 
one-third (1/3) of its market 
value.  Farm property is assessed 
differently, with farm homesites 

and dwellings subject to regu-
lar assessing and equalization 
procedures, but with farmland 
and farm buildings assessed 
according to standards based on 
productivity.

The equalization factor is 
determined annually for each 
county by comparing the sales 
price of individual properties 
sold over the past three years 
to the assessed value placed on 
those properties by the county 
supervisor of assessments/coun-

ty assessor.
If this three-year average 

level of assessment is one-third 
of market value, the equalization 
factor will be one (1).  If the 
average level of assessment is 
greater than one-third of market 
value, the equalization factor 
will be less than one (1).  And if 
the average level of assessment 
is less than one-third of market 
value, the equalization factor 
will be greater than one (1).

County’s tentative multiplier set

COVID-19 cases soar

COVID-19 cases are 
rising at an alarming 
rate in the Northern 
Illinois Rockford Re-
gion, Region 1, and an 
increasing number of 
patients with COVID-19 
are being admitted to 
local hospitals.

Hospital bed avail-
ability has reached a 
critically low level, 
demand on hospital 
resources is high, and 
most of the local hos-
pitals have experienced 
long wait times in their 
Emergency Depart-
ments.

 With the identifica-
tion of COVID-19 vari-
ants (Delta and Omi-
cron) that spread more 
easily and the increasing 
COVID-19 cases in our 
region, the nine county 
local health departments 
and the eleven hospitals 
in Region 1 jointly seek 
the support and action 
of the community to 
address the high patient 
volumes.

The public is urged 
to:

* Use the emergency 
department for emer-
gencies only. 

Contact your prima-
ry care provider or go 
to a walk-in clinic for 
non-emergency needs. 

Hospitals 
seeing bed 
availability 
low in region

By Brad Jennings
Ogle County Life
and Jeff Helfrich

Rochelle News-Leader

The current level of COVID-19 
cases is concerning health officials 
in the county and the state.

The case numbers are so high 
that hospital bed availability is at a 
critically low level and most of the 
local hospitals have experienced 
long wait times in their emergency 
rooms.

As of Dec. 19, Ogle County 
was at 14.18 percent COVID-19 
positivity rate with 784 cases per 
100,000 people.

“Right now, Illinois is one of 
several surging states,” said Kyle 
Auman, Ogle County Health 
Department public administrator. 
“Region 1, where we are, is one of 
the hotter spots in the state. I didn’t 
expect to see levels this high. We 
expected some cases, since they 
make sense in the winter months. 
But not to this level and the issues 
with hospitalizations. It has to do 
with people interacting with one 
another and making good choices. 
We need to get it under control.”

The director of the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health said in a 
recent virtual news conference that 
while COVID-19 cases are up in the 
region and state, no new mandates 
are currently being considered by 
the state.

Dr. Ngozi Ezike said that at this 
point, with the vaccine available for 
a year, the state thought it would be 
in a “different place” when it came 
to COVID-19 infections.

“Things like indoor masking 
are already in place and there are 
vaccination opportunities,” Auman 
said. “We need people to do those 
things. People have said they want 
mitigations managed locally and 
individually. That’s kind of what’s 
happening. And it doesn’t seem like 
it’s going very well.”

Ezike said that with infection up, 
the threat of illness is high.

“This is setting up to be a very 
deadly COVID Christmas and New 
Year,” she said.

Health officials agree that vac-

cination is the key to saving lives.
Auman said anyone who is far 

enough out from their original 
vaccination and is age 16 and older 
should be eligible for a COVID-19 
booster. Auman said for the most 
part, everyone that was originally 
vaccinated is trying to get one, 
especially older age groups.  

“That’s a tool that can help us 
with things like hospitalizations,” 
Auman said. “It can slow the spread 
and keep people out of the hospital. 
Now would be a crucial time to get 
it if you can. We’ve done a good 
job with boosters. But we’re still 
at just over 51 percent vaccinated 
in the county. 

Ogle County Health Department Public Administrator speaks to the 
Ogle County Board at a recent meeting.

No new 
mandates 
are being 
considered

 See MULTIPLIER Page 2A
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dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

RON LESSEN
(815) 440-2840

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

JERRE WOODWORTH
(815) 494-2237

633 W. Ringold Street, Freeport

$52,000 dickersonnieman.com/202106634
2 STORY! Cute and cozy brick 2 story home in 
Freeport! 2 bedroom, 1 bath home with 1 car detached 
garage. All new carpet throughout the home. Kitchen 
recently updated. Living & dining rooms on main floor.    

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

NEW PRICE!

324 E. Blackhawk Drive, Byron

$99,000 dickersonnieman.com/202107931
NICELY UPDATED! 3 bed, 2 bath home in the heart of Byron! Greeted 
with newly updated floors & fresh paint throughout with tons of natural 
light. New cabinets & counter tops in kitchen + a main floor laundry. 
Main floor master with ensuite features new carpet. Updated main floor 
2nd bath. UL features 2 addt. bedrooms. New windows & water heater

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490

100 Dayflower Circle, Davis Junction

$60,000 dickersonnieman.com/202107841
LARGE MOBILE HOME! On premier lot in Rolling Meadows Park! 
4 beds, 2.5 baths & 1600 SQFT of living space. Large family room 
connected to dining room. Open living room & kitchen w/cathedral 
ceiling. One side of home has 3 bedrooms that share full bath. Master 
suite is attached to kitchen & features tub & stand up shower.

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490
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LOCAL NEWS

Assessments in Ogle 
County are at  33.16 
percent of market value, 
based on sales of prop-
erties in 2018, 2019, and 
2020.

Last year’s equaliza-
tion factor for the county 
was 1.0000.

The tentative factor is 
subject to change (1) if 
the County Board of Re-
view takes actions which 
significantly affect the 
county assessments or (2) 
if local officials or others 
can present data showing 

that the Department of 
Revenue’s estimates of 
the average level of as-
sessments in the county 
should be adjusted.  A pub-
lic hearing on the tentative 
multiplier will be held 
between 20 and 30 days 
after the tentative factor 
is published in a newspa-
per of general circulation 
within the county.

A change in the equal-
ization factor does not 
mean total property tax 
bills will increase or 
decrease.  Tax bills are 
determined by local tax-
ing bodies when they 

request money each year 
to provide services to local 
citizens.  

If the amount requested 
by local taxing districts 
is not greater than the 
amount received in the 
previous year, then total 
property taxes will not in-
crease even if assessments 
may have increased.

The assessed value of 
an individual property 
determines what portion 
of the tax burden a specific 
taxpayer will assume.  
That individual’s portion 
of tax responsibility is not 
changed by the multiplier.

Continued from Page 1A

MULTIPLIER: Will be same as last year

For more informa-
tion on when to use the 
emergency department, 
see the attached guide 
from Northwestern 
Medicine. 

* Show compassion 
toward staff who are 
working hard amid this 
crisis.

* Get vaccinated 
for COVID-19 and flu. 
If eligible, get your 

COVID-19 booster shot.
COVID-19 vaccine is 

available for everyone 5 
and older. 

Flu vaccine is avail-
able for everyone 6 
months and older. 

Flu and COVID-19 
vaccine can be given at 
the same time. 

To find a vaccine 
provider, go to vaccines.
gov, call 1-800-232-
0233 or text your ZIP 
code to 738829

* Prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 with 
layered measures. In 
addition to vaccination:

MASK-UP: Wear a 
face covering when with 
individuals outside your 
household.

BACK-UP: Keep at 
least 6 feet apart from 
others.

WASH-UP: Wash 
your hands frequently 
with soap and water for 
20 seconds.

Continued from Page 1A

HOSPITALS: Help prevent spread

“Those numbers are just too low 
to address this spread and the issues 
we’re seeing.”

Health officials agree that the key 
is vaccines. 

Auman said the vaccination rate 
has been “growing slowly” over the 
past few months. Vaccines are readily 
available in the county and all of the 
OCHD’s partners that give vaccinations 
are “on board,” but haven’t seen a full 
day of vaccinations scheduled recently, 

he said. 
To increase vaccination rates, the 

state has tried things like lotteries and 
giveaways. Auman doesn’t think there’s 
one magic solution to getting more 
people in the door. 

“There’s skepticism and politiciza-
tion,” Auman said. “I think some people 
as time goes on may be convinced. 
We’ve seen quite a bit of that. People 
who have had family members get really 
sick or pass away due to COVID-19 
have been convinced to get it. We hope 
more people decide to get it before 

things get to that point.”
The Omicron COVID-19 variant was 

recently identified in the state of Illinois 
for the first time. Auman said there’s still 
more research that needs to be done on 
that variant, but he is concerned by it. 

“I’m more concerned about what 
it means for future mutations of 
COVID-19,” Auman said. “The Omi-
cron variant has 54 different mutations. 
It might not be as deadly or severe 
for some, but it’s more transmissible 
than the Delta variant. Each time it’s 
transmitted, there’s a possibility for a 

new, worse mutation. It’s the fear of 
the unknown that scares me.”

The OCHD is looking to put the 
pandemic in the past and meet a com-
mon goal, which is getting life back to 
normal and people to stop getting sick 
with COVID-19. 

“My department has been at this for 
635 days,” Auman said. “It’s tiring, 
arguing with the community. And the 
opposition has been overwhelming and 
tiring and we’re ready to get back to 
the other good work that we do and did 
more of before COVID-19.”

Continued from Page 1A

COVID: Need more people to get vaccinated

Hey sports fans, there’s a brand new 
sports bar in Oregon. Stop out and catch 
all your favorite sports games and enjoy a 
cold drink with friends. Join The Oregon 
Area Chamber of Commerce by wel-
coming K’s Sports Bar located at 408 E. 
Washington St in Oregon. (Sister location 
to Northside BarbaQ.) Congratulations 
Aaron and Katie!

New sports
bar in Oregon
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ROCKFORD  –  Mosaic  –  a 

whole-person healthcare non-profit 
serving people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities – has elected 
Beth Nelson Chase of Mount Morris to 
serve a three-year term on the Mosaic 
Foundation Board of Directors.

A senior philanthropic advisor with 
the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service, Chase has more than 30 years 
experience in administration, advance-
ment and network development with 
nonprofit, public organizations. 

This includes serving as the past 
President of the Board for ALDE (As-

sociation of Lutheran Development 
Executives); Executive Director for the 
Bright Stars of Bethlehem, NFP; Vice 
President of Mission Advancement for 
Wartburg Theological Seminary; and 
Vice President for Advancement with 
Wheat Ridge Ministries (now known 
as We Raise Foundation).

Chase also was awarded the ALDE 
Outstanding Executive Award in 2017 
as recognized through peer review and 
by the Board of Directors.

“Joining the Mosaic Foundation 
Board of Directors is for me, ‘coming 
first circle,’” Chase said. “Early in 

my career, I was a music therapist for 
people with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. I wanted to serve 
on the Board, as I believe strongly 
in advocating for and serving these 
incredible individuals, their families 
and their caregivers.”

The Mosaic Foundation Board of 
Directors receives gifts on behalf of 
Mosaic, and oversees the disbursement 
of charitable gifts and investment 
income to Mosaic. The board is also 
responsible for the prudent investment 
and management of funds held in the 
Foundation.

With an agency in Rockford, Mosaic 
is a whole-person healthcare organiza-
tion reaching across 13 states in more 
than 750 communities and providing 
supports to more than 5,200 people. 
Services empower people with disabili-
ties, mental and behavioral health needs 
and autism, as well as aging adults to 
live their best life. Mosaic is an affil-
iated social ministry organization of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a member of Lutheran 
Services in America. Mosaic is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization. For more 
information, visit www.mosaicinfo.org. 

Mosaic elects Nelson chase to Foundation Board

The Oregon High School Social Entrepreneurship Program recently joined with the Oregon Park District to 
offer a Holiday Movie in the Pool. The evening was a program for the Social Entrepreneurship Program and 
featured The Grinch playing on the pool big screen, sugar cookie decorating, popcorn and a chance to purchase 
raffle tickets to gift baskets donated from local merchants. The student-run evening was a success and over $1,000 
was raised for the program. The Oregon Park District would like to thank the students for a great evening!

Movie in the pool
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Any arrests listed in this paper are merely 
charges and the defendants are presumed 
innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports received from 
the Oregon Police, Byron Police, Polo Police, 

Mt. Morris Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois State Police, will be 
printed without exception.
Requests to omit particular reports will not be 
considered or honored at any time.

Report policy
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BYRON – Cheryel 
L. Book, 74, of Byron, 
died Wednesday, Dec. 15, 
2021 in Generations at 
Neighbors, Byron. Born 
July 26, 1947 in Dixon, 
the daughter of Bennie, Jr. 
and Eleanor Jean (Parven) 
Sanford. 

Married to Harold M. 
Book July 26, 2000 in 
Oregon. Cheryel was a 
graduate of Polo High 
School and was employed 
41 years at Kable News 
Company in Mt. Morris. 
She was a member of EUB 
Church in Polo and at-
tended Leaf River Baptist 
Church. Cheryel enjoyed 
tractor shows and loved 
her husband and her dogs. 

Survived by her hus-

band, Harold M. Book 
of Byron; step-children: 
Howard Martin (Tammy) 
Book of Pocahontas, Ark., 
Connie Mae (David) 
Fox of Tampico, Ste-
ven William (Sue) Book 
of Forreston and Carol 
Rae (Lloyd) Bellows of 
Oregon; 11 step-grand-
children; 30 step-great 

grandchildren; 5  step-
great great grandchildren; 
and nephew, Christopher 
Sanford. 

Predeceased by her 
parents and brother, Stan-
ley Sanford.  

Funeral services were 
held at 10 a.m. Monday, 
Dec. 20 in Leaf River 
Baptist Church preceded 
by a visitation beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. Pastor Billy 
Hardy, of the church, of-
ficiated. Burial in Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gardens, 
Freeport. In lieu of flow-
ers, a memorial fund is 
being established. Far-
rell-Holland-Gale Funer-
al Home, Byron assisted 
the family with arrange-
ments.  

Cheryel L. Book

POLO – Lila Darlene 
Knie (nee Sanford), age 
93 passed away Sunday, 
Dec. 19, 2021 at Polo 
Rehabilitation and Health 
Care Center. 

She was born Jan. 
12, 1928 in Eagle Point 
Township to Ina Sanford 
and graduated from Polo 
Community High School 
in 1946. 

As an only child, Lila 
and her mother were very 
close. Ina instilled a love 
of the arts that held strong 
in Lila throughout her life.

Lila married Larry 
Knie on Sept. 20, 1947, in 
Polo upon his return from 
World War II.

Both Larry and Lila 
were members of the 
Ranch Hands, a popular 
country western band that 
won a state-wide con-
test, representing WSDR 
Radio Company out of 
Sterling. 

Lila was a housewife 

and continued her love 
of the arts, playing the 
accordion and fiddle, 
and yodeling. She began 
teaching lessons prior to 
moving to Kentucky in 
1968. 

While in Kentucky, her 
and Larry loved to camp, 
play their instruments for 
friends and campmates, 
and spend time with their 
pets. Over the years, Lila 
and Larry would travel to 
Texas or Illinois, visiting 
friends and family in their 
motorhome. Dogs, cats, 
accordions, fiddles, and 
laughs in tow, they would 

spend the summer weeks 
traveling and sharing their 
time and talents with loved 
ones.

Following a house fire 
that destroyed their home 
in the early 2000s, the 
couple returned to Polo 
to be near family. 

She’ll be remembered 
for her quick wit, love of 
dominoes and card games, 
and her amazing fiddling 
paired with expert yodel-
ing (if you heard it, you’d 
never forget it).

She is survived by her 
sister-in-law, Eileen Knie, 
and numerous cousins, 
nieces, and nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
husband, brother-in-law, 
Charles Knie and sister-
in-law, Lorraine Meyer. 

Graveside services will 
be held at a later date. 
Arrangements are being 
completed by Polo Family 
Funeral Home. 

Lila Darlene Knie

FORRESTON – Lar-
ry F. Jenkins, 73, of For-
reston, died Wednesday, 
Dec. 15, 2021, at Polo 
Rehab and Health Care 
Center. Larry was born 
Oct. 25, 1948, in Rock-
ford, the son of Floyd 
and Hortense (Faulkner) 
Jenkins. 

Larry worked for 
Kable News in Mt. Mor-
ris, White Pines State 
Park in The Lodge, and 
Lake LaDonna. He was 
a member of Forreston 
Reformed Church. He 
was a Webelo Scout 
Leader and very active 
in Boy Scouts. He en-

joyed riding his motor 
scooter and bicycle to 
visit friends.

Surviving is  h is 
step-cousins, Jim Lud-
wig, Duane Ludwig, 
Cindy Tigges, Tom Lud-

wig, Jerry Ludwig, and 
Joan Culver. 

Larry was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
sister, Linda; and stepfa-
ther, Ed Ludwig. Ed was 
also Larry’s caregiver. 

Graveside services 
were at 11 a.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 20, 2021, 
at Haldane Cemetery. 
Rev. Lyle Zumdahl of-
ficiated. Visitation was 
10:30 a.m. Monday at 
the Forreston Reformed 
Church. A memorial has 
been established in his 
memory. Please sign 
his guestbook at www.
burketubbs.com

Larry F. Jenkins

MOUNT MORRIS – 
David Jorden Saunders, 
age 82, passed away on 
Dec. 19, 2021 in KSB 
Hospital, Dixon, with his 
family at his side. David 
was born on May 30, 
1939 in Freeport, the 
son of William and Reta 
(Sanford) Saunders. He 
graduated from Mt. Mor-
ris High School class of 
1957. David served in the 
United States Army. Da-
vid married his loving 
wife, Sylvia Thomas on 
May 14, 1961; and they 
celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary this 
past May.

David is survived by 
his wife: Sylvia Saun-
ders, Mt. Morris; 3 chil-
dren: Laurie Dawn (Joe) 
Redfield, Rio Vista, Ca-
lif.; Todd (Amal) Saun-
ders, Davie, Fla.; and 
Gary David Saunders, 
Lombard; 3 grandchil-
dren: Haley Krause, 
Thomas Saunders, and 
Emma Saunders; 2 great 

grandchildren: Sadii and 
Kit Krause. Also, surviv-
ing 2 nephews, David 
and Steve Cassidy, and 
a niece, DeAnne (Cas-
sidy) Youssefi and their 
children. David was pre-
deceased by his parents, 
and his sister, Dolores 
(Saunders) Cassidy.

Dave was always in-
volved in his children’s 
activities, coaching and 
attending all their games 
and events. He was very 
proud of their accom-
plishments.

Dave worked in the 
printing departments of 
Kable Printing, Alpha 

Omega Printing, and 
Donnelly printing in 
Mendota. While serving 
in the National Guard, his 
unit was sent to Desert 
Storm and was involved 
in Desert Shield.  Fol-
lowing his retirement 
Dave enjoyed training 
his two Border Collies 
in Agility. He and Sylvia 
attended many weekends 
of Agility Trials.  Due 
to Dave’s training and 
patience and two smart 
Border Collies, Tess and 
Buddy, the blue ribbons 
began to pile up.

Services were held 
on Thursday, Dec. 23, 
2021 at 11 a.m. in the 
Mt. Morris Church of 
the Brethren, with Rev. 
Rodney Caldwell offi-
ciating. Burial was in 
Silver Creek Cemetery, 
Mt. Morris. Visitation 
was held on Thursday, 
Dec. 23, 2021 in the Mt. 
Morris Church of the 
Brethren from 10 a.m. 
until service time.

David Saunders

BYRON – Janice 
Marie Swenson, age 96, 
of Byron and formerly of 
Rockford, passed away 
peacefully Tuesday Dec. 
14, 2021. Born in Seneca, 
Wis., on Aug. 1, 1925 to 
Joseph and Eldora White-
aker (Webb). A fabulous 
cook, Janice loved creat-
ing beautiful floral pieces 
and spending time with 
her family, her true pride 
and joy. Beloved mother 
and grandmother; she 
will remain in our hearts 
forever.

She is survived by 
daughters, Gloria (David) 

Stickler and Dianne (late 
Robert) Bailey; 19 grand-
children; 13 great grand-
children; and 6 great great 
grandchildren; and nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews. She is predeceased 
by her beloved husband 

of 70 years, Robert Claus 
Swenson; siblings, Ruth 
Hazel, Cora Benhart, 
Donald, Perry, Leonard, 
Bernard “Rocky” and 
Byron Whiteaker; and 
her parents.

Funeral services held 
Wednesday, Dec. 29, 
2021 at 1 p.m. at the 
Christenson Funeral 
Home, 925 3rd Avenue, 
Rockford, with visitation 
from 11 a.m. until the 
time of service at 1 p.m. 
Cremation rites accord-
ed. Private Interment at 
Scandinavian Cemetery. 
Memorials to the family.

Janice Marie Swenson

Max E. Perrin passed 
away peacefully on Dec. 
7, 2021.

Born on July 19, 1937 
to Clarence and Evelyn 
Perrin. 

Preceded in death by 
brothers Robert Perrin, 
Percy (Nellie) Perrin, son 
Scott Perrin and grandson 
Tyler Thomas.

Born and raised in 
Irene, Ill.

Survivors include his 
loving wife, Kathy Perrin 
of 37 years.  His children 
Shelley (Chuck) Smith, 
Sherry (Rodney) Rowl, 
Melissa Parrish, Angela 
Bitner, Pansy (Keith) 
Goodmonson, Michael 
(Monica) Parrish and 
Todd (Brandy) Parrish; 
Five grandsons Zac (An-
drea) Smith, Gabe (Cari) 
Smith, Cody Bitner, Em-

mett Goodmonson and 
Hayden Parrish; Two 
granddaughters Mallory 
Parrish and Ava Bitner; 
Five great grandchildren 
Liam, Max and Beau 
Smith and Charlotte and 
Eathan Smith; and his spe-
cial McDonald’s co-pilot 
Peanut.

Max was genuine and 
devoted. He made friends 
everywhere he went. He 
worked hard and played 
hard. Max had many hob-
bies. He belonged to the 
Riverbend Antique Trac-
tor Pullers Club and the 
Weekend Tractor Pullers 
Shannon/Freeport Club.  

Max built tractor mo-
tors for Pullers all across 
the U.S. He was innova-
tive and knowledgeable 
and when it came to drag 
racing and tractor pull-

ing, Max could produce 
power.

He owned and oper-
ated Max’s Trucking for 
over 50 years. He was a 
faithful member of First 
Born Trucker’s Chapel.  
He loved his family, his 
friends and his pets. Max is 
unforgettable, and will be 
missed and loved by many.

A special thank you to 
our friends at Generations 
at Neighbors and Serenity 
Hospice.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials to the family and 
the Monroe Center Fire 
Department.

Memorial Service 11 
a.m. at gravesite in Mon-
roe Center, followed by 
Celebration of Life and 
lunch at the Monroe Cen-
ter Fire Station on March 
19, 2022.

Max E. Perrin
STILLMAN VAL-

LEY – Myrna Jean Riley, 
age 87, died Sunday, Dec. 
19, 2021 at the Pinecrest 
Terrace in Mt. Morris. She 
was born Sept. 18, 1934 in 
Tangier, Ind., the daughter 
of Ward and Juanita (Bor-
ders) Norman. 

She graduated from 
Tangier High School in 
1952. Myrna married 
Lewis B. Riley on Aug. 
30, 1958 in Tangier, Ind. 
She managed a retail 
gift shop, “The Treasurer 
Tree,” which she and her 
husband Lewis owned 
in the 1980’s. Myrna 
attended the Kishwaukee 
Community Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church near 
Stillman Valley where she 
sang in the church choir. 
The church choir per-
formed at Carnegie Hall 
and in Vienna, Austria. 
She also volunteered in 
the office and kitchen 
at church and attended 
the women’s bible study 

group. She liked garden-
ing and sewing. Myrna 
had a pen pal and friend 
from England, Margaret 
Maloy, with whom she 
communicated for over 
70 years. She volunteered 
at the Rockford Art Mu-
seum and previously was 
active in a bowling league. 
She was a loving mother, 
grandmother, and aunt. 
Myrna was predeceased 
by her parents, her hus-
band Lewis in 2018, and 
her sister Mary Frances 
McClain. 

She is survived by her 
daughter Tammy (Dan) 
Thompson of Roscoe, 
son Michael (Julie) Ri-

ley of Bloomington, two 
brothers Wayne (Bet-
ty) Norman and Eugene 
(Ruth Ann) Norman, all 
of Crawfordsville, Indiana 
and four grandchildren; 
Megan Riley, Miles Riley, 
Brendan Riley, and Nathan 
Thompson, and many 
nieces and nephews. 

Funeral service will be 
held 11 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 
28, 2021 at the Kishwau-
kee Community Evangeli-
cal Covenant Church near 
Stillman Valley with the 
Rev. Rodney R. Caldwell 
Chaplin of the Pinecrest 
Community officiating. 
Visitation will be prior to 
the service at the church 
from 10-11 a.m. Please 
wear a mask to attend the 
visitation or service. Burial 
will take place at the Kish-
waukee Cemetery. A me-
morial fund is established 
in Myrna’s name for the 
Kishwaukee Community 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church. 

Myrna Jean Riley



Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

To advertise your 
business here

contact 
Andrew Heiserman

815-561-2123

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Antiques & Collectibles
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The Oregon Parks Department staff has discovered the slide at Williams Park 
was vandalized. Anyone who has any information pertaining to the damage can 
contact the Oregon Park District at info@oregonpark.org or by calling 815-
732-3101.  

Park vandalism

BYRON – The State of Illinois is offering a free vaccination clinic at The United 
Church of Byron on Tuesday, Dec. 28 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  

Whether you need your booster shot or are in need of your first or second dose, 
this clinic will offer all three types of vaccines: Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson (unfortunately, they are not be able to offer the vaccines for children 
ages 5 - 11).

 Walk ins are welcome, but you may also make an appointment by calling 
the church office. To schedule an appointment, please call the United Church at 
815-234-8777, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday, 9:30 a.m..-12:30 pm. or 
1:30-5 p.m. The United Church is located at 701 W. 2nd Street, Byron. 

If you can’t make this event, find a clinic near you by visiting coronavirus.
illnios.gov or by calling the hotline: 1-833-621-1284. 

Free vaccine clinic set for Dec. 28

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY – The Environmen-
tal Club at Stillman Valley 
High School has entered 
a competition sponsored 
by the Trex company to 
collect as much recycla-
ble plastic film as possible 
from Nov. 15 to April 15 
to earn a recycled bench 
to place in the courtyard 
at SVHS.

The school will be in 
a nationwide competi-
tion with other schools 
of the same enrollment 

size. Materials that can 
be recycled for this event 
include plastic grocery 
bags, bread bags, bubble 
wrap, newspaper sleeves, 
ice bags, softener salt 
bags, produce bags, Zip-
loc bags, cereal bags, case 
overwrap or any stretch 
film. All materials should 
be clean and dry. 

There are bins located 
at the high school for col-
lection in the front foyer, 
Multi-Purpose room and 
teacher workroom. Please 

only bring in the specific 
recyclable items. 

Every month the Envi-
ronmental Club will gath-
er and weigh the plastic 
collected and report the 
total to Trex. The plastic 
will then be taken to a 
participating retailer for 
recycling. 

The Environmental 
Club would appreciate all 
support offered towards 
this project and keep-
ing materials out of our 
landfills.

SVHS Environmental Club 
enters recycling competition

Dec. 18
TIME: 11:47 p.m.
REPORT: Kiana Swift, 16, Polo, was cited for Operating an Uninsured Motor 

Vehicle.  Swift was released on an I-Bond.

Dec. 19
TIME: 12:14 p.m.
REPORT: Sonny Silva, 30, Sterling, was cited for speeding 53 mph in a 35 mph 

speed zone. Silva was released on an I-Bond.

General Calls for Service for the weeks of December 6, 2021 thru December 
19, 2021

Citizen Complaints/Assist                               12
Juvenile                                                         2
Animal Complaint                                           5
Fire/Medical Assist                                         4
Alarm/Open Door                                          3
Lock  Out                                                      1
Traffic Stops                                                26
County Assists                                              3

Polo Police report



We are here 
to help.

• Day & Evening  
Intensive Outpatient 

Program (IOP)
• DUI evaluations and 

risk education

• Family Education
• Individual and group 

continuing care
• Individual counseling 

for substance use

(815) 732-3157
24-Hour Crisis: (800) 242-7642

100 Jefferson St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Bushman’s Service
On Farm Tire Service

Milledgeville, IL

815-225-7411
Life Insurance • Health Insurance •Auto Insurance 

• Homeowners• Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

Gene Eike
Insurance 

Agency
1500 W. Washington, Oregon, IL

732-2222

O
C
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HANK’S REPAIR
Hank Kaiser, Owner

General Automotive Repair
54 Stephenson St.

German Valley

362-3451
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Nov. 24
Deputies arrested Brandon Eash, 37 of 

Rockford, for driving while license revoked 
without a BAID system. Eash was arrested 
by Deputies on I-39 near Monroe Center 
after being stopped for speeding. Eash 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu of bond. 

Nov. 23
At approximately 10:39 a.m. Deputies 

conducted a traffic stop in the 200 block 
of E. Hitt Street in Mt. Morris.  After 
investigation, Deputies placed Erik Ri-
vera-Alvarado, 20 of Rockford under 
arrest for No Valid IL Driver’s License.  
Rivera-Alvarado was additionally issued 
a citation for an Operating an Uninsured 
Vehicle.  Rivera-Alvarado was released on 
an I-Bond at the scene and given a future 
court date.    

At 11:20 p.m. Deputies conducted a 
traffic stop near the intersection of North 
Illinois Route 251 and East Mowers Road. 
After a short investigation Deputies arrested 
Keith L. Sanders, 34 years old, of Rockford 
for Improper Container of Cannabis/Driver 
and Unlawful use of Cannabis/Driver. Keith 
was released on I-Bond.

At approximately 10:26 p.m., Ogle 
County Deputies conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of Mulford Rd and E. 
Mowers Rd. After investigation, Deputies 
arrested Jordan Johnson, 26 of Rockford, 
for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol. 
Passenger Jerry Robinson Jr., 33 of Rock-
ford was also arrested for Possession of a 
Controlled Substance (Crack/Cocaine) and 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia. Johnson 
was issued citations for Operating an Unin-
sured Motor Vehicle, Expired Registration, 
Expired Driver’s License, Open Container/

Alcohol and an equipment violation. Both 
Johnson and Robinson Jr. were transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, where they were 
released to Correctional Staff and held in 
lieu of bond. 

Nov. 22
At approximately 7:16 a.m. Ogle County 

deputies along with Oregon Fire and EMS 
responded to the intersection of Illinois 
Route 2 and Mud Creek Road in reference 
to a two vehicle accident.  After an investi-
gation it was learned that the driver of the 
box truck, Ronnette Newson age, 39 of 
Chicago turned westbound onto Mud Creek 
Road, at which time her vehicle overturned 
and struck a vehicle which was stopped at 
the stop sign waiting to turn northbound 
on IL Route 2.  Newson was issued a ci-
tation for failure to reduce speed to avoid 
an accident.  Newson was transported to 
KSB Hospital by Oregon EMS for minor 
injuries.  Maggio’s Towing removed the 
vehicle from the location. 

At 6:55 p.m. Deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 1000 block of south Skare 
Rd. After a short investigation Deputies 
arrested Zackery A. Letcher, 26 years old, 
of Dixon for Possession of Cannabis 500 
to 2000 grams. Zackery was transported to 
Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond.

Nov. 21
At approximately 11:49 a.m. Ogle Coun-

ty Deputies and Stillman Fire Department/
EMS  responded to a two vehicle accident 
at the intersection of Kishwaukee Rd. and 
Hales Corner Rd. involving a grey Toyota 
driven by Brogan Griffith, 19  of Byron  
and black Cadillac driven by  Angela 
Graham, 54 of Chicago.  As a result of the 
crash, Graham  was transported to a local 
hospital for minor injuries.  After a brief 

investigation, Griffith was cited for Failure 
to Reduce Speed to Avoid.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Deputies arrested 
Kanijah Young, 21 of Rockford for no valid 
driver’s license and an Stephenson County 
warrant. Young was arrested by Deputies 
on I-39 near Rte. 64 after being stopped for 
speeding. Young was held in lieu of bond 
at the Ogle County Jail. 

At approximately 8:29 p.m., Ogle Coun-
ty Deputies conducted a traffic stop in the 
11,000 block of W IL Rte 72.  After a brief 
investigation, Deputies arrested Jarrell J. 
Williamson, 18 of Freeport, for No Driv-
er’s License. Williamson was taken into 
custody without incident and released on 
an individual bond.  Williamson was also 
cited for Improper Lighting /One Headlight. 

Nov. 20
At approximately 11:19 p.m., Deputies 

responded to a driving complaint at E IL 
Rte 64 and Blackhawk Drive.  Deputies 
located a red Ford truck and performed a 
traffic stop on the vehicle. Upon further 
investigation the driver, Evan Janco, 23 of 
Oregon, was arrested for Driving Under the 
Influence of Alcohol. Janco was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail and was also cited 
for Improper Lane Usage. 

Nov. 19
At approximately 8:26 p.m., Ogle 

County Deputies conducted a traffic stop in 
the 300 block of west Third Street in Leaf 
River. After brief investigation, Deputies 
arrested Matthew Carlson, 43 of Rockford, 
for driving while license revoked. Carlson 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu of bond. Carlson 
was also cited for speeding.     

Nov. 18
At approximately 7:21 p.m., Ogle Coun-

ty Deputies conducted a traffic stop in the 
15000 block of E. IL Rte 64. After brief in-
vestigation, Deputies arrested Acquianetta  
James, 30 of Rockford, for driving while 
license suspended. James was also issued 
citations for improper lighting/one head 
light and illegal window tint. James was 
given an I-bond with a return court date 
later next month and released on scene. 
Both vehicles were towed from the scene. 

At approximately 8:15 p.m., Ogle 
County Deputies conducted a traffic stop 
at the intersection of N. Mulford Rd and 
E. Mowers Rd. After brief investigation, 
Deputies arrested Melinda Heaton, 36 of 
Loves Park, for driving while license sus-
pended. Heaton was also issued citations 
for improper lighting/one head light and 
operating an uninsured motor vehicle. 
Heaton was given an I-bond with a return 
court date later next month and released 
on scene.  

Nov. 15
Ogle County Sheriff’s Deputies arrested 

Keith Sanders, 31 of Bloomington, for 
driving without a valid driver’s license. 
Sanders was arrested on I-39 near Rte 64 
after being stopped for speeding 103 mph in 
a 70 mph speed zone. Sanders was released 
on a I-bond and will appear in Ogle County 
court at a later date. 

At 1:33 a.m., Deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 5000 block of Mulford 
road.  After a short investigation Deputies 
arrested Dennis Ehmen, 62 of Monroe 
Center for no valid driver’s license. Ehmen 
was released on an I-bond and will appear 
in court at a later date.   

Ogle County Sheriff
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Fritz’s Wooden Nickel
Restaurant & Lounge

Downtown
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828

09262016

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2334
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26
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815.732.7510 (office) 
815.732.3359 (fax)

Casco Tax and
Accounting Inc.
Tax Preparation and Accounting Services

Over 35 years of Tax and 
Accounting experience

Roger M. Castle CPA
cascotax@gmail.com

123 S. Fourth Street, Oregon, Illinois 61061

9304 N. Valley Rd., Stillman Valley, IL. 
Phone 815-645-8527 • Fax 815-645-2457 
cornerstone@t6b.com
cornerstoneembroideryllc.com

Embroidery * Screen Printing * Sublimation
School Spiritwear * Corporate Apparel
Team Uniforms * Athletic Equip.
Trophies & Laser Engraving * Banners
Wilson Equipment Dealer

126 W. 2nd Street, Byron, IL 
Phone 815-234-5121 
Fax 815-645-2457

Embroidery * Screen Printing * Sublimation
School Spiritwear * Corporate Apparel
Team Uniforms * Athletic Equip.
Trophies & Laser Engraving * Banners
Wilson Equipment Dealer

10102016

(815) 288-4648
Fax: (815) 288-1599

heartland1254@gmail.com

Matthew 
Hermes
Managing Broker

www.heartlandrealtyonline.com

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
815-562-3838

www.holcomb.bank

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto * Home Improvement * Vacations

Give Us A Call - 815   561   4035!

Jami Hackman, Mgr. Nikki Lynch

C
C

20
17

For All Your Feed Needs
Valentine Feed Sales

(815) 946-3900
1185 N. Valentine

Polo, Illinois

C
C
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17

310 N. Walnut Ave., Forreston, IL 61030
815-938-2000

08282017

Wed.-Sat. 10-5

By The Tracks
12554 E. Rte 64, Kings, IL

Basketcases Unlimited
DeKalb County’s Oldest Quilt Shop - 25 years in business

Gift certificates available!
Quilting supplies, Longarm quilting service,  

Basket making supplies
 10 am-4 pm Mon-Sat, Closed Sunday.

26271 Malta Rd., Clare, IL – (just 1 mile north of Rt. 64)
815-393-3414 • basketcasesunlimited.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Mon., Dec. 27

Jumanji Escape Room 
at the Oregon Public Li-
brary. Bring your friends 
and see if you can crack 
the case. You will have 
60 minutes to solve the 
mystery. Up to 3 friends 
can join you. Registration 
required, call 815-732-
2724 or visit our website 
www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com.  

Tues., Dec. 28

The United Church 
of Byron is continuing 

free drive-through meals 
throughout the winter 
and will continue this 
ministry as along as pos-
sible. This takes place ev-
ery Tuesday from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. and meals will 
be delivered directly to 
your car. The meals are 
free, but donations will 
also be accepted. Meals 
will be offered to every-
one on a first come, first 
serve basis until the food 
is gone. 

The State of Illinois is 
offering a free vaccina-
tion clinic at The United 

Church of Byron on from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall. Whether 
you need your booster 
shot or are in need of 
your first or second dose, 
this clinic will offer all 
three types of vaccines: 
Pfizer, Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson (un-
fortunately, they are not 
be able to offer the vac-
cines for children ages 5 
- 11).

Fri., Dec. 31

The New Beginnings 
Al-Anon Family Group 

meets each Friday morn-
ing at 10 a.m. at the KSB 
Medical Clinic, 1107 S. 
Division (Route 52), in 
Polo. The meeting is also 
on Zoom; information 
for that option may be 
acquired by calling 815-
732-7616.

Sat., Jan. 1

Happy New Year!

Please send your items for 
the weekly Community Cal-
endar to bjennings@ogle-
countylife.com. Deadline for 
all items is 3 p.m. Wednes-
day.

Brought to you by these sponsors:

Rock River Center is a resource center 
located at 810 S. 10th St., Oregon. Our 
activities and trips are open to all ages. 
Call our office at 815-732-3252 with 
any questions. Visit us on the web at 
www.rockrivercenter.org and like us on 
Facebook. Registration is requested for 
anyone planning to attend a scheduled 
program or class at Rock River Center. 
It helps us plan enough seating. Just give 
us call 815-732-3252. Thank you for your 
support in this matter.

January 2022 Yoga for all Ages 
Jennifer Pierce EdD, leads movement 

and exercises using yoga and mindfulness 
concepts. Incorporating these techniques 
into your lifestyle can enhance health, 
increase strength, improve balance & 
flexibility, and reduce depression and 
anxiety. 

Class day and time: Monday and 
Wednesday, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Class dates: Jan. 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 19, 
24, 26, and 31. 

Participant Information 
All participants should arrive 5-10 

minutes before the class starts; bring a 
yoga mat, water bottle, and wear loose-fit-
ting clothing. 

Enrollment Options are as follows: 
A. $35: Advance Enrollment for 1 

class a week (1 free class) 
B. $70: Advance Enrollment for all 

16 dates (2 free classes) 
C. $5 Drop-In Rate per class (No free 

classes) 
Advance enrollment is encouraged to 

get free class time. Space may be limited. 
Contact Rock River Center at 815-732-
3252 to sign up.

Domestic Abuse Awareness Pro-
gram 

HOPE of Ogle County will be at Rock 
River Center to facilitate an informational 
program on Domestic Abuse Awareness. 

This program will take place on Jan-
uary 10, from 10-11 a.m. at Rock River 
Center. 

Join us if you would like to know…
What is domestic abuse? How to recog-
nize the signs? HOPE of Ogle County 
services/How they can help. How to 
make a referral to HOPE. 

Be prepared to learn statistics, import-
ant facts, resources and answers to your 
questions. Handouts will be available. 

To sign up for this very informative 
free program, call Rock River Center at 
815-732-3252. 

Winter Crafts Class 
Join us on Wednesday, January 12, 

from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for a Winter 
Craft Class. 

You will learn how to make various 
winter crafts. Debbie will be on hand 

during class to assist and to answer 
questions. 

The class is free and fun, and all ma-
terials will be provided. 

Registration is required by January 10 
so we can be prepared. Space is limited. 
If you must cancel, please let us know. 
We will have a waiting list. 

Call Rock River Center at 815-732-
3252 to sign up. 

Support groups

Cancer support group
“Facing the Challenge” is a support 

group that provides a safe, accepting 
environment for patients currently going 
through treatment, survivors, caregivers 
and loved ones to talk openly about the 
challenges a cancer diagnosis brings.  
ANYONE who has been affected by 
cancer is invited to attend! Rock River 
Center and Home of Hope are partnering 
to offer information to this group.  They 
meet quarterly on the 4th Wednesday of 
the month in March, June, September & 
December from 2:00-3:00 p.m. at Rock 
River Center.

Caregiver support group
Kaylene Park, RN from Serenity Hos-

pice & Home, leads the Caregiver Support 
Group.  This group is not limited to those 
caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s.  

We welcome those new to caregiving, 
those who anticipate care giving, and 
those for whom caregiving is already a 
way of life.  You will find information, 
resources, encouragement & answers to 
difficult questions.  Our meetings are held 
on the first Tuesday of the month from 
10:00-11:30 a.m. at Rock River Center.  
For more information, call the Center at 
815-732-3252.

Diabetic support group
Sheryl Rocke, Licensed Dietician, 

facilitates this group by offering support, 
encouragement and the sharing of experi-
ences when living with diabetes.  Join us 
for shared discussion and menu options 
as well.  This informative group meets 
the 1st Wednesday each month from 11 
a.m. - 12 pm at Rock River Center.  For 
more information, call Rock River Center 
at 815-732-3252 or 1-800-541-5479.

Low vision group
This is a group for those who have low 

vision, any form of vision loss, AMD or 
to caregivers of those with vision loss.  
Low Vision Group meets the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the month at noon at Rock 
River Center.

Registration requested for all activities 
and groups. Please call Rock River Center 
at 815-732-3252 if you plan on attending.

RRC sets upcoming programs, support groups



MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2021SECTION A • PAGE 8 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Mike Feltes, General Manager

Brad Jennings, Editor

Not much to celebrate on Earth Day

LIFE letters' 
policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen 
for publication, but the use of any material is 
at the discretion of management. All letters 
must be signed or they will not be considered 
for publication.

During election times, no letters written by 
the candidates endorsing themselves will be 
considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will 
not be altered. Writers are urged to use dis-
cretion and refrain from sarcasm or personal 
attacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize 
the publication of a letter. Letters will be 
published in the order that they are received, 
unless there is a time factor involved, space 
permitting.

I am hopeful that every-
one got what they wanted 
and needed for Christmas 
this year. I hope it was a 
day filled with family and 
friends and plenty of joy.

I also hope that if any 
of you got new pets for 
Christmas, you under-
stand the responsibility 
that comes with such a 
gift. This is a responsibil-
ity that will last for years, 
but the benefits are well 
worth it.

The joy of a new puppy 
or kitten on Christmas 
morning can soon turn 
to the slap of reality of 
caring for a pet – food, vet-
erinarian care, training. 
Many people just aren’t 
ready for it, so many of 
these animals, through 
no fault of their own, find 
themselves being taken to 
shelters in the months fol-
lowing Christmas. Many 
are adopted out to new 
homes, but some are not 
and are euthanized. That is 
a horrible but unavoidable 
truth.

Just before Christmas, 
my wife and I saw on 
social media the story of 
a 10-year-old dog that 
had found its way to the 
shelter in Rockford. Yes, 
10 years old. He was 
found as a stray, but no 

one had come to claim 
him. I can’t imagine the 
fear that dog felt.

He was just one of a 
handful of senior dogs 
in the shelter just before 
Christmas. These animals 
would love nothing more 
than to have a permanent 
home, even if it is only for 
their last few years.

My wife and I adopt se-
nior dogs. We adopted an 
8-year-old male, Mr. Pibb, 
right before Christmas last 
year. He was covered with 
scars, was missing most 
of his teeth and was skin 
and bones. Today, he is a 
happy, wonderful member 
of our family.

His sister, Dyna, who 
is now 8 herself, loves her 
goofy brother. We adopted 

her when she was 3. She 
had spent most of her life 
in a cage and was not even 
potty trained. Today, that 
pretty little girl is the light 
of my life. I can’t imagine 
life without that little girl.

I wish we could adopt 
every dog that needed a 
home, but we can’t. Shel-
ters and rescues are full 
of dogs and cats looking 
for homes right now, but 
people still feel the need 
to buy a new puppy. Sure, 
they are cute. But they 
grow up and need care 
and training and attention.

Sadly, these animals can 
find themselves abused, 
ignored or dumped at shel-
ters. There are simply too 
many animals that need 
their humans to do better, 
but they don’t.

We are the ones who 
fail, not the dogs or cats.

If you got a new pet 
for Christmas, I am very 
happy for you and the life-
time of joy you can bring 
to that animal and that 
animal can bring to you. 
Love them, care for them, 
make them true members 
of the family. 

Our dogs get the best 
of everything and they 
give us back the best that 
they have. These are not 
purebred dogs that will 

be winning any awards. 
But we don’t care. They 
are family.

My wife and I not 
only adopt our dogs, but 
we also support a partic-
ular Pitbull rescue and 
the local shelter here in 
Rockford. We give food 
and money monthly to 
help save dogs so they 
can find a home that will 
welcome them and love 
and care for them.

We want all dogs to 
have a chance to find a 
loving home.

Please, do your part and 
help if and when you can. 
There are so many abused 
and neglected animals in 
this country. Some of them 
started out with bows on 
their head on Christmas 
morning.

Trust me, an animal is 
the best gift you can get 
or give. The love and af-
fection are truly priceless. 
But don’t let them down. 
If you do, that says more 
about you than it does 
them. You are their life – 
please take care of theirs.

If you are looking for 
a pet, please adopt and 
don’t shop, as they say. 
Adopting a pet can truly 
save a life.

Brad Jennings is Editor 
of The Ogle County Life.

By Brad Jennings

Living
the Life

The Ogle County Farm Bureau 
is pleased to announce that appli-
cations for their 2022 scholarship 
program will be available beginning 
Jan. 4 to graduating high school 
seniors, or those enrolled at an 
accredited university. 

Farm bureau members may pick 
up or have applications mailed. Ap-
plications can also be downloaded 
from the Ogle County Farm Bureau 
website at www.oglefb.org. 

The Don Bybee Memorial 
Scholarship is jointly funded by the 
Bybee family and the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau. Mr. Bybee served 
for many years as a director on the 
Ogle County Farm Bureau Board 
and offering this $1,000 scholarship 
recognizes his passion for offering 
opportunities for Ogle County youth 
to advance their education.

Also available is a $1,000 schol-
arship funded jointly by the Ogle 
County Pork Producers Association 
and the farm bureau. The Mark 
Detig Memorial Scholarship will be 
awarded annually. Mr. Detig served 
as past president and director on the 
pork producers association board of 
directors and was involved in 4-H 
youth activities in Ogle County.

These scholarships are in ad-
dition to the $1500 Del Flessner 
Memorial Scholarship, honoring the 
former manager of the Ogle Coun-
ty Farm Bureau; and two $1,000 
General Farm Bureau Scholarships.

The George R. LeFevre Me-
morial Scholarship is a $1,000 
scholarship funded by the Jeff and 
Joyce Tremble Family and the 
Farm Bureau. It recognizes Mr. 
LeFevre for his lifetime of service 
to agriculture and youth education 
in Ogle County. It will be awarded 
to a recipient studying in a field of 
agriculture.

The Mary R. LeFevre Memorial 
Scholarship is a $1,000 scholarship 
funded by the Jeff and Joyce Trem-
ble family and the farm bureau. It 

recognizes Mrs. LeFevre for her 
dedicated service in the healthcare 
profession and involvement with 
youth education. It will be awarded 
to a recipient studying in a health-
care related field.

Finally, an Ag Technology Schol-
arship will be awarded in an amount 
of $1,000. It will be awarded to stu-
dents studying in an ag technology 
field similar to diesel mechanics, 
crop technician or similar fields 
of study.

Eligible applicants must meet the 
following criteria: must be a high 
school graduate; must be an Ogle 
County Farm Bureau member or 
dependent of a member; must be 
accepted at an accredited university 
or college and pursue an agricultural 
or agricultural-related field of study; 
must be a resident of Illinois and 
must demonstrate a financial need.

Applicants can be graduating 
high school seniors or students 
currently enrolled in an accredited 
college or university.

Applications successfully com-
pleted and submitted will be judged 
on criteria including: academic 
performance, demonstrated interest 
in agriculture, financial need and 
character/personality.

Those interested in receiving 
a scholarship application should 
contact the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau at 732-2231; or stop by 
their office at 421 W. Pines Rd. in 
Oregon. Applications can also be 
downloaded by visiting our website 
at www.oglefb.org

All applications and accompany-
ing materials must be received no 
later than April 1, 2022.

Agriculture students and Illi-
nois Farm Bureau (IFB) members, 
spouses and children are eligible to 
apply for 82 college scholarships 
offered by the IAA Foundation, 
Illinois Farm Bureau’s charitable 
arm. The scholarships, ranging from 
$1,000 to $7,500, will be awarded 

in total of $159,500 for the 2022-23 
school year.  

Students may apply for a variety 
of scholarships, including three 
IAA Foundation Top Scholarships, 
where winners will each receive 
$5,000 awards. Another $7,500 
award goes to the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Legacy of Leadership schol-
arship winner. In addition to family 
scholarships often established to 
honor the memory of a loved one, the 
IAA Foundation offers scholarships 
on behalf of organizations such 
as Prairie Farms Dairy. For 2022, 
the IAA Foundation is honored to 
administer the newly created Alvin 
Eigenrauch Memorial Scholarship 
and Steve Willits Memorial Schol-
arship. Additionally, three new 
fellowships have been added to 
support students pursuing advanced 
degrees. 

All applicants must be current 
high school seniors or students 
already enrolled at an accredited 
college or university. Scholarships 
are awarded based on academic per-
formance, leadership experiences, 
involvement in activities and com-
munity service. Previous winners 
of an IAA Foundation scholarship 
are eligible to apply again if the 
scholarship allows.

A full listing of available schol-
arships and eligibility guidelines is 
available on the foundation web-
site, www.iaafoundation.org. The 
application opens Jan. 1, 2022 and 
must be completed online by Feb. 
15, 2022. 

For more information, contact 
your county Farm Bureau, the IAA 
Foundation at 

309-557-2232, or e-mail Jennifer 
Smith at jsmith@ilfb.org .  

“There are three stages of man: 
he believes in Santa Claus; he does 
not believe in Santa Claus; he is 
Santa Claus.” -Bob Phillips

Ron Kern is the manager of the 
Ogle County Farm Bureau.

2022 scholarship applications available Jan. 4

Dear Editor,
Thank you to Boy Scout/Cub Scout Troop 52, Pack 81 from Mt. Morris and Oregon for their “Scouting for 

Food” collection Dec. 4, and to everyone who donated food. We received so much good food and such a nice 
variety for our pantry guests. We appreciate their efforts!

Jan Francis and Barb Diehl, co-directors, Loaves & Fish Food Pantry, Mt. Morris

Thanks to area Scouts for food collection on December 4

Dear Editor,
Thank you to our volunteers at Loaves and Fish food pantry. There are a lot if dedicated people that work at 

the pantry to keep things running smoothly with prepping and planning of the service. And our volunteers are a 
big part of it, we could not do it without them. 

Thank you to our volunteers, we appreciate all you do with us. Have a great holiday and God Bless all of you.
Board of Directors at Loaves and fish; Lori Wolff, volunteer coordinator 

Food pantry sends thanks to all of its volunteers

It should be a rule of 
thumb that the Olympic 
Games shouldn’t be held 
in countries that operate 
concentration camps.

If this strikes you as a 
reasonable demand, you 
aren’t suited to serve on 
the International Olym-
pic Committee. The IOC 
has doggedly defended 
Beijing as the host of the 
2022 Winter Olympics 
even as the Chinese 
Communist Party pur-
sues its campaign of 
unrelenting barbarity 
against the Uyghurs.

The Biden adminis-
tration just announced 
a so-called diplomatic 
boycott of the games, 
a gesture of disapprov-
al that won’t dent the 
propaganda coup the 
IOC is handing the most 
dangerous regime in the 
world.

The IOC is the World 
Health Organization 
of sports. When China 
disappeared female ten-
nis star Peng Shuai for 
the offense of making 
an accusation of sexual 
assault against a former 
high government offi-
cial, the IOC happily 
assisted in the regime’s 
crisis PR, lest the shock-
ing incident derail the 
games.

The president of the 
IOC, Thomas Bach, had 
a video call with Peng 
where she said all was 
well and Bach pretended 
to take her assurances at 
face value. Of course, 
Peng wasn’t free to 
speak her mind, but part 
of Bach’s job now is to 
look the other way at 
China’s blatant abuses.

China has the great 
fortune to deal with 
international organiza-
tions -- except the Wom-
en’s Tennis Association, 
which is suspending 
tournaments in China -- 
that lack all self-respect.

The IOC is following 
in the well-trod footsteps 
of corporations, finan-
ciers and sports leagues 
that start out wanting to 
do business with China 
and end up complicit in 
the regime’s crimes by 
staying silent or explain-
ing them away.

The difference is that 
the IOC claims to be 
acting in support of high 
ideals. Bach likes to 
quote the Olympic char-
ter that says Olympism 
exists “to place sport at 
the service of the har-
monious development of 
humankind, with a view 
to promoting a peaceful 
society concerned with 
the preservation of hu-
man dignity.”

Placing sport at the 
service of China does the 
opposite on all counts. 

China’s autocrat, Xi 
Jinping, has been open 
about the political im-
portance of the Olym-
pics, “Hosting an ex-
cellent 2022 Games is a 
major task of the Party 
and the country, and it 
is a solemn commit-
ment to the international 
community.” Here, the 
interests of the CCP and 
the IOC – as well as the 
corporate sponsors of the 
games – coincide.

The last time China 
hosted the Olympics, 
the Summer Games in 
2008, it used the open-
ing ceremony to stage a 
gigantic and memorable 
regime-enhancing spec-
tacle. Beijing promised 
reforms to get awarded 
the games and then, true 
to form, engaged in yet 
more heavy-handed re-
pression.

If the 2008 Beijing 
Games were ill-ad-
vised, next year’s Winter 
Olympics are a complete 
travesty. The atrocities 
in Xinjiang province 
are a matter of public 
record and the quashing 
of Hong Kong proceeds 
apace. No one who 
crosses the regime is 
safe from imprisonment 
or worse. China openly 
menaces Taiwan with an 
invasion. Indeed, China 
could conceivably be in 
a shooting war with the 
United States within 
a year or two of using 
the presence of our ath-
letes, among others, to 
enhance the rule of its 
dictator-for-life.

Bach insists that the 
IOC must always be 
politically neutral. As 
Michael Mazza of the 
American Enterprise 
Institute points out, 
though, the IOC banned 
apartheid-era South Af-
rica from the games. 
There is no such thing as 
neutrality when dealing 
with an all-encompass-
ing police state for which 
politics is a life-or-death 
matter. The games aren’t 
being hosted by Switzer-
land or Norway -- nice, 
law-abiding countries 
with good ski slopes -- 
but a revanchist power 
that tramples on human 
dignity and is a clear 
and present danger to 
international peace.

The IOC could have 
taken an off-ramp from 
these games at any point. 
Instead, its attitude is 
going to be, “Enjoy the 
snowboarding, never 
mind the concentration 
camps.”

Rich Lowry is editor 
of the National Review.

(c) 2021 by King 
Features Synd., Inc.

The IOC is a craven 
handmaid of Beijing



RegistrationRegistration
Registration opens on 
Monday, Jan. 10 for 
district members &  
Tuesday, Jan. 11 for 
the public

Registration online,  
by phone 815-732-3101 
or at Nash Recreation 

Center

Winter/Spring  Activity Guide  goes LIVE  Jan. 5th at  oregonpark.org

 Spring Spring  
Into ActionInto Action

815-732-3101 ... www.oregonpark.org ...             Find us on Facebook! 12
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LOCAL NEWS
The Oregon Area 

Chamber of Com-
merce was happy to 
recently celebrate 
Shepherd Premier 
Senior Living Grand 
Opening and Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony. It 
is located at 8 Ter-
race View Blvd in Or-
egon, (where Family 
First was located.) 
Shepherd Premier 
Senior Living pro-
vides Assisted Living 
& Memory Care in a 
cozy home environ-
ment. Shepherd spe-
cializes in providing 
services specially de-
signed for residents 
with dementia. They 
have limited rooms 
available so setup 
a private showing 
today while there is 
still availability. Visit 
shepherdpremierse-
niorliving.com

Shepherd
Premier
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LOCAL NEWS
Avery E. Britnell
Abigail J. Dennis
Gavin L. Evenson
Grace L. Jacobson
Colin J. Metcalf
Joslyn M. Nanni
Connor J. O’Sullivan
Audrey G. Payne
Catalina L. Smalley
Charles E. Steele
Brady M. Stewart
Isabella G. Sugden

Meridian Junior High School
2021-2022
7th Grade A Honor Roll
1st Quarter

Samantha R. Denton
Mylee H. Hulstedt
Kaera R. Lundine
Joshua D. Miller
Quinn D. O’Connor
Alexander Paw
Mackenzi M. Shere
Brinna M. Sutliff
Ethan D. Waugh
Sadie L. Zabinski

Meridian Junior High School
2021-2022
6th Grade A Honor Roll
1st Quarter

Ayden M. Alderks
Stella G. Christiansen
Evan J. Cline
Trinity A. Feltz
Max H. Horstman
Sophia Jimenez
Charles R. Larson
Meghan A. Mannix
Casey J. McCleary
Maddelin S. Roushia
Kristina J. Schultz
Joseph L. Scott
Sage O. Sweet

Meridian Junior High School
2021-2022
8th Grade A/B Honor Roll
1st Quarter

Vinicio R. Arias
Tyler E. Ayotte
Bradley O. Baney
Gage S. Broski
Cannyn E. Carlson
Alexis L. Davis
Rylan K. Donaldson
Dayanara Flores
Kelvin N. Gebel
Josephine R. Gibson
Kaiden D. Gosch
Kylah I. Gretschmann
Taylor R. Grobe
Taylor J. Haymes
Brooklyn K. Hodge
Avalyn G. Janssen
 Evan D. Jones
Cale E. Kleinschmidt
Collin T. Kryckyj
Arianna L. Lampley
Mia M. McGuire
Cole A. Montavon
Tyler G. Moody
Madison L. Moore
Zaiah E. Reed
Raegan L. Reynolds
Rafael R. Rodriguez
Liam M. Seabold
Jett A. Shook
Jack P. Sparrow
Noah A. Town
Ruben Vazquez-Avila Jr.
Dominick J. Wruck
Presley J. Zilm
Johanna K. Zinke

Meridian Junior High School
2021-2022
7th Grade A/B Honor Roll
1st Quarter

Averie I. Aughenbaugh
Madison M. Bross
Wyatt E. R. Casey
Khloe J. Chambers
Kate L. Costello
Melinda K. Goldstick
Jessie M. Hagemann
Olivia J. Halbreiter
Alexandria L. Hoff
Maya M. Kayes
Brayden M. Lauritzen
Ryne J. Lundquist
Grace R. Manning
Addison G. Meyer
Annay Moreno

Sydney L. Musial
Madelynn E. Nelson
Hudson L. Pollock
Cody J. Rahn
Guillermo S. Salas Godinez
Vaughn M. Schamper
Lucas S. Schweitzer
Ryan J. Spangler
Boyd M. Spoon
Makenzie L. Syfert
Anthony J. Tofari
Sydney V. Tompkins
Maya K. Wilson
Emma M. Withers

Meridian Junior High School
2021-2022
6th Grade A/B Honor Roll
1st Quarter

Sapphire r. Ashley
Paxton R. W. Barger
Cecilia M. Bishop
Abigail J. Bogner
Lillian N. Bruder Green
Brooklyn M. Buhler
Kayden R. Campbell
Sophie I. Casey
Emma R. Champlain
Stella G. Christiansen
Kaylyn M. Cicogna
Rowan C. Considine
Collin C. Evenson
Wavelynd G. Faerber
Ida M. Fager
Bryce J. Files
Olivia J. Flaherty
Kamilo J. Fuentes
Eva L. Gates
Addison R. Gillespie
Jeisel G. Guzman
Camden W. Hamill
Matthew A. Herrera
Gwendolyn S. Hildreth
Aleigha C. Hodge
Brady M. G. Jacobson
Dominic J. Johannsen
Ava M. Joy
Clayton L. Maahs
Lily G. Martinovich
Adam C. Mendoza
Claire C. Phillips
Jonah M. Reed
Hope R. Rynders
Tristan J. Shepley

Meridian Junior High School 1st quarter Honor Roll

20% off Storewide

*Both Sides*

Some Exclusions Apply

Merlin’s End of the YearMerlin’s End of the Year

50% off ALL 
Christmas
Some Exclusions

 Apply

Many Unadvertised Specials — Both Sides!Many Unadvertised Specials — Both Sides!
                Watch            Watch            for Daily Specials!for Daily Specials!

Merlin’s Greenhouse and Flowers The Other Side 
Boutique and Hagemann Horticulture

300 Mix Street • Oregon, IL 61061 • 815-732-2969

We Will be Closed New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day!We Will be Closed New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day!
See You all in 2022!
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September brought the start of 
the new 4-H year, and new officers 
were voted in for the Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club during our outdoor 
meeting at Oregon Park West, com-
plete with pizza.

The club also participat-
ed in National 4-H Week by 
decorating the front lawn of 
Knie’s Appliance in Polo. Thank 
you Knie’s for your support! 
October was an awesome month for 
Pine Creek Valley as we enjoyed kick-
ing off the new 4-H year by spending 
time together at Tanner’s Apple 
Orchard, following our meeting.  
November’s meeting was held on 
Zoom as everyone prepared for 
the holidays. We also took time 
out to celebrate all county club 
accomplishments at the annual 
Achievements Ceremony held in 
Byron. Our club walked away with 
Outstanding President, Outstanding 
Vice President, and Outstanding 
Leaders Team awards! Thank you 
to all who sponsor this day for us!  
Our club is excited to welcome 
four new families this year! If 
your family would like to join 4-H 
in the Polo area, we invite you to 
our monthly meeting held at Pine 
Creek Christian Church on the 
second Sunday of every month.   
- Submitted by Mason Zabran, Club 
Reporter

From left: Landan Zabran, Laura Rockwood, Courtney Bushman, Ulta Zabran, Ali Danekas, Remington Zabran, Mason Zabran, 
Harper Rockwood, Cayden Engelkes, and Kaleb Engelkes. 

Pine Creek 
Valley Club 
stays busy

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Andrea Baumann
815-245-7549

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Kim Behn
815-520-8810

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

606 E Washington St, Oregon, IL

815-732-9100
RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

2225 S Daysville Rd., Oregon $134,900 Call Carla
New Listing in Oregon School district. This super cute 2 bedroom located in Daysville which offers 
a nice country setting! Large room sizes with cozy eat in kitchen with all kitchen appliances staying. 
Nice updated bathroom, gorgeous LVT throughout the main floor in the living room and bedrooms, 
finished lower level with recreation room and bonus room. Detached 2 car garage.

NEW 

LISTIN
G

3006 E. Holcomb Road, Oregon 
NOW $109,900 Call Carla

Affordable adorable ranch home located in Stillman Valley 
school district. This 3 bedroom 1 bath home offers cozy 
main floor living with its nice sized living room. Loads of 
kitchen cabinets and counterspace with kitchen appliances 
to stay, Hardwood flooring in Living room and 2 main floor 
bedrooms. The 2nd level bedroom offers a spacious area 
with a vaulted ceiling! This super cute home sits on just 
over an acre plus it is AG-1 Zoning. Conveniently located 
between Byron, Oregon and Stillman Valley.

2312 Halstead Ave., Rockford 
$87,800 Call Merri

2 Bedroom Ranch with a great layout! Located 
close to multiple schools. The home has 
hardwood floors in both bedrooms and a 
spacious bathroom. Previously rented for $750/
month.

1200 W. 6th Street, Dixon 
$79,900 Call JD

Opportunity strikes! With an extra wide corner 
lot, featuring a 2 car garage and new screened 
porch, this 3 bed property offers great potential 
at an affordable price. This home includes main 
floor laundry and full bathroom, new stove and 
fridge, and basement. The main level family 
room could also be easily converted into a fourth 
bedroom with walk-in closet. Make it yours today!

431 Williams Drive, Oregon 
$129,900 Call Rebecca

MANY UPDATES RECENTLY DONE! You better take another look, many 
improvements have been done in the last week: stained bedroom hardwood 
floors, installed exterior lights, trim and paneling put up in dining room, updated GFI 
outlets throughout the home, and maintenance was also done by both electrician 
and plumber. This move in ready 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom ranch home is located 
on a cul-de-sac near Park West and Oregon schools. This home has nearly 1,300 
square feet of finished space on the main floor with potential for additional finished 
square footage in the lower level. Kitchen features an eat-in area and a formal 
dining space. Living room with large picture window. Main floor laundry hook ups. 
Updated roof and siding. Oversized 2 car garage with plenty of room for cars and 
hobbies!

917 N. Etnyre Terrace, Oregon 
$154,900 Call Boone

Cozy abode in rural subdivision! 3 bedroom, 
2.5 bathroom home just outside of downtown 
Oregon. 1,682 sq ft ranch w/ 2car garage 
situated on a .9 acre wooded lot. Check it out!

12529 N. Weldon Rd., Rockford 
$1,200,000 Call Jamie

This house is a true showstopper, with a welcoming entry capped by high-beamed 
knotty pine ceilings. Beautiful hickory wood floors greet you and infuse a warm 
and inviting glow to the spacious family room. The extensive chef’s kitchen has it 
all, granite counters, oversized 48” Sub-Zero refrigerator, Thermador 6 Burner 
Range Top, 2 dishwashers, Kohler Farmhouse sink and tons of storage. he game 
room is an entertainer’s dream, engulfed by stone featuring a custom, professional 
grade bar, beautiful reclaimed barn wood beams and radiant floor heating. 4.5 car 
heated attached garage and 56x36 heated storage building for all the toys comes 
complete with radiant heating. Picturesque inground pool comes complete with an 
automatic retractable safety cover, two spill bowl water features and pool house with 
guest quarters. Zoned AG. Byron School District and Ogle County Taxes. This is a 
must-see home that captures the imagination from the moment you step foot on this 
fabulous property!

124 E. Mason Street, Polo 
$285,000 Call Lori

This is your opportunity to own a long standing and successful business. 
The Pinecricker Cafe is a staple in the community and region with a strong 
reputation for a quality dining experience. Since 2002, the owners have 
continued to expand and maintain a beautiful facility. The dining room and 
kitchen were a new construction addition in 2005. Most recently the outdoor 
terrace adds a new dimension with outdoor fire pit for dining & drinking 
experience. Second floor has 2 apartments. The larger, luxury apartment, 
completely remodeled in 2011 includes a fireplace. Owners have been 
diligent in maintaining the building including a new roof within the past few 
years. Come make some money, and make new friends in this charming 
community.

210 S. 3rd Street, Oregon 
$129,900 Call Erin

AMAZING LOCATION!! 4 bed, 2 bath sits on a beautiful corner lot in 
downtown Oregon - walking distance to shops and restaurants. Covered 
front porch with attractive wood details, front entry shows off the historical 
beauty of this home. Family room has gas FP and leads into a formal dining 
room that just glows with natural light from the large picture windows! The 
modern kitchen and FF laundry provides all the conveniences desired in 
today’s home. The FF master has en suite bath updated last year! The 
second story is ripe with potential to make this home just what you have 
been dreaming about!! For those who want to tinker outside, the oversized, 
insulated and heated 2 car garage is the perfect place! There is also a newer 
3rd stall for all the other toys that won’t fit! Many newer windows, new WH 
(2020). You won’t want to miss your chance with this home!! Call today for 
private showing!

NEW PRICE! NEW PRICE! NEW PRICE! 

227 W. Provost, Amboy 
$250,000 Call Jenny

The floor plan on this beautiful, newly built, custom home is fantastic! The custom 
kitchen is absolutely gorgeous, with a modern feel and an abundance of cabinets 
and quartz counter space. You will love the huge farmhouse sink and separate 
bar sink and wine fridge in the island. Living room has vaulted ceilings featuring a 
floor to ceiling stone fireplace. The main floor laundry is conveniently located and 
has cabinets and counters for folding. This ranch offers so much for the price: 3 
large bedrooms and 2.5 baths, 1800 sq ft., over-sized heated garage with bonus 
room, massive deck, concrete driveway, and a front porch that is so inviting. Main 
floor master suite offers trey ceilings, an abundance of space, and a functional 
walk-in closet with ample shelving. Master bath has a soaker tub along with 
a separate shower and a vanity with double sinks. There is another shared 
bathroom between the other bedrooms and a half bath off the main living space.

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021



We are Here 
to Help and 
Listen.

If you are in 
crisis we have staff 
available 24 hours 
a day 7 days a week 
at 800-242-7642.

Happy 
Holidays!

PUBLIC WELCOME
FOODS GREAT-DRINKS ARE COLD-GAMING IS LIVE

BAR IS OPEN MONDAY-WEDNESDAY-(3PM-8PM)-FRIDAY (3PM-9PM)
KITCHEN OPEN MONDAY (3PM-7PM), WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY (3PM-8PM)

Cod, Catfish, Shrimp or Chicken 
Friday’s - Carry out available 

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

11
29

20
21

Lightning Mondays - 5:30 PM
Bingo Wednesday at 5:30PM
Karaoke 3rd Fridays 7:00 PM

Game machines open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday 3-8 pm

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638 12212020
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SPORTS/LOCAL NEWS 

Send all items 
to bjennings@
oglecountylife.

com

Scores
Girls Varsity Basketball

Dec. 20
Stillman Valley 48, Aurora 
Rosary 34

Dec. 18
Oregon 38, South Beloit 23

Boys Varsity Basketball

Dec. 20
Stillman Valley 53, Freeport 
65

The Oregon Hawks Boys bowl-
ing team raised its season record 
to 10-2 with a 3165-2629 victory 
over Dixon tonight at Plum Hollow 
Family Center, Dixon on Dec. 16.

The Hawks were led by Isaac 
Kaltenbrun with a 634 series 
(203,235,196).  Kaltenbrun was 
followed by Brady Davis 535 
series, Brandon Rowe 530 series, 
Stylar Klapp 510 series, Gavvin 
Surmo 502 series and Roberto 
Hernandez with a 454 series. The 
JV raised their record to 12-0 and 
were led by Codey Dunbar with a 
462 series.

The Oregon Hawks Girls bowl-
ing team fell to 4-3 on the season 

with a 2560-2795 loss to Dixon 
tonight at Plum Hollow Family 
Center, Dixon.  The Lady Hawks 
were led by Ava Wight with a 566 
series (221,194,151).  Wight was 
followed by Mackenzie Alford 
508 series, Paige Beauchem 445 
series, Trinity Hultquist 382 series, 
Kendra Ehrler 381 series, and Kylie 
Krug 278 series.

The Hawks raised its season 
record to 11-2 with a 3265-2994 
victory over Rockford Christian 
tonight at Town & Country Lanes, 
Mt Morris on Dec. 17.  

The Hawks were led by Isaac 
Kaltenbrun with a 644 series 
(221,223,200).  Kaltenbrun was 

followed by Brandon Rowe 604 
series, Jackson Werren 551 series, 
Brady Davis 501 series, Gavvin 
Surmo 485 series and Stylar Klapp 
with a 480 series. The JV raised 
their record to 13-0 and were led 
by Codey Dunbar with a 550 series.

The Oregon Hawks Girls bowl-
ing team went to 5-3 on the season 
with a forfeit win over Rockford 
Christian.  The Lady Hawks were 
led by Ava Wight with a 674 se-
ries (277,163,234).  Wight was 
followed by Mackenzie Alford 
424 series, Paige Beauchem 405 
series, Kendra Ehrler 375 series, 
Trinity Hultquist 348 series, and 
Kylie Krug 327 series.

Oregon bowlers continue to roll

CEDARVILLE, Ohio – The following students were named to the Dean’s Honor List at Cedarville University 
for spring semester 2021. 

This recognition requires the student to obtain a 3.75 GPA or higher for the semester and carry a minimum 
of 12 credit hours.

Local students were:
Rachel Freise of Byron; Heidie Raine of Byron.
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution with an 

enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more than 150 areas of study. Founded in 
1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in Ohio, recognized nationally for its authentic Chris-
tian community, rigorous academic programs, strong graduation, and retention rates, accredited professional and 
health science offerings, and high student engagement ranking. 

Byron students Dean’s List at Cedarville University



EVERY MONDAY  
MORNING IN JANUARY  

at 7 a.m., Rooney’s will offer  
$50 match play.  

Come to our private slot room 
and be in an empty gaming 
chair from 7-7:15 a.m. every 
Monday, put in $50 in your  
favorite game and Rooney’s  

WILL MATCH IT!  
Get your seat early and starting 

at 7:15 a.m. the match play  
begins!  

119 N. Elm Street, Franklin Grove

Early Bird Early Bird 
Monday  Monday  
Monster Monster 

Matchplay  Matchplay  
at Rooney’s!at Rooney’s!

The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars The 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining 

Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR NEED OUR 
SUPPORT SUPPORT 

NOW MORE NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $22 

($20 per calendar plus $2 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE:• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CALENDARS.PURCHASE CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will 
mail it out to you! 
Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2022 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAYTODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
     In Amboy at: Amboy News Office
• BY MAIL:• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail a 2022 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.
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LOCAL NEWS
Closed for the Holidays
Due to the upcoming holidays, the library will be 

closed on December 24th, 25th, 31st, and January 1st. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
the director or a member of the library board.  Contact 
information is available on the website.  www.mtmor-
ris-il.org

Masks are required
We are requiring everyone over the age of two to 

wear masks in the library.  We understand how everyone 
feels, but we ask for your understanding and coopera-
tion.  Thank you!

Curbside Service is available!
We want to remind everyone that you still have 

the option of having your materials delivered to your 
vehicle.  If you have holds waiting for you, call us to 
tell us you are on your way, and we will bring them out 
to your vehicle when you arrive.  Call us if you need 
more information.

Storytime
Story time is on Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. Donna 

Wells is our guest reader, and we will have a fun craft 
to do also.  All preschool children are welcome.

Adult Book Club
The December book is Blackberry Winter by Sarah 

Jio. Copies are available at the library.  This group will 
meet in-person at the library on Monday, December 
27th at 3:30 p.m.  

Display Case Showings
We have two unique displays for the month of De-

cember.  One is a collection of Santa’s and the other is all 
things “Christmas Story.” These displays will brighten 
your holidays! We are always looking for people who 
are willing to share a collection or artwork in our display 
cases.  If you are interested, please let us know.

Rock River Center 
The Rock River Center has a representative in our 

library the second Thursday of every month. Services 
provided by Rock River Center are designed to enable 
older and disabled persons to remain independent, 
thereby avoiding costly long-term care. No appointment 
necessary but, if you want to make an appointment with 
the Rock River Center you may call 815-732-3252.

Mount Morris Library News

Byron Library News

Change in Programming
Due to increased Covid cases in 

Ogle County and the Byron schools 
implementing an adaptive pause, all 
in-person programming at the library is 
on hold until January 4th. At that time we 
will reevaluate when programming can 
resume. The library is still open during 
normal hours.

Special Hours
The Byron Public Library will be 

closed December 31, 2021 through 
January 1, 2022 in observance of New 
Year’s Eve and Day.  We wish all of our 
patrons a safe and happy holiday season!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing, but 

patrons can still use our curbside service!  
Place your holds online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-5107.  Not sure 
what you want?  Call us for help!  We 
will call or email you with a confirmation 
when your holds are ready to be picked 
up.  Call us when you arrive at the li-
brary, and we will bring your items out 
to you, already checked out.  A receipt 
with your due dates will be included with 
your items.  

Blood Drive
Monday, Jan. 10, 1-6 p.m.
Join us as we host a community blood 

drive in partnership with the Rock River 
Valley Blood Center.  Register for an 
appointment by calling the library at 
815-234-5107 or visiting https://donor.
rrvbc.org/donor/schedules/drive_sched-
ule/54327.  Walk-ins are also welcome!

CBD 101
Tuesday, Jan. 11, 6-7 p.m.
Join Lynn O’Hare from O’Hares 

Naturals as she gives a brief history of 
hemp, examples of conditions that CBD 
can help in relieving, as well as methods 
of application that are available. There 
will be a time of question and answers 
and shared stories of relief.  Register by 
calling 815-234-5107 or going online to 
Byron.evanced.info/signup.

Center for Retirement Living
Tuesday, Jan. 18, 1-2 p.m.
Arnie Ames will be presenting pro-

grams offered by Rock Valley College’s 
Center for Retirement Living (CLR). 
CLR offers programs in several different 
categories. There are currently 120 dif-
ferent classes planned for Spring. CLR 
also offers day and multiple-day trips and 
social events. Come and see what is avail-
able for the 50+ crowd at CLR.  Register 
by going online to Byron.evanced.info/
signup or calling 815-234-5107.

Alzheimer’s event
Thursday, Jan. 20, Noon-1 p.m.
Watch the Alzheimer’s Association 

LIVE interactive program. This will be 
the first in a series that the Alzheimer’s 
Association will be presenting for the 
upcoming year. For centuries, we’ve 
known that the health of the brain and 
body are connected. But now, science 
is able to provide insights into how to 
make lifestyle choices that may help you 
keep your brain and body healthy as you 
age.  Register online at Byron.evanced.
info/signup or by calling 815-234-5107. 

Bertolet Library News

Holiday Hours:
Bertolet Memorial Library will be 

closed for the New Year December 
31st-January 2nd. We will reopen on 
Monday, January 3rd at 10 a.m.

Mitten Tree: 
Mittens to wear; Hats for their 

hair; Scarves for their neck; Gloves 
too? Check!  Our annual Mitten Tree 
is now on display through the end of 
December.   Please help decorate our 
Mitten Tree with thick, warm mittens, 
gloves, hats, and scarves for all ages.  
Items will be distributed through New 
Life Community Center in January.  

Paws for Reading
Paws for Reading will be “Paws”ed 

in December as Ryan will be celebrating 
the holidays with her fur-mily in De-
cember. So our next Paws for Reading 
event will be Wednesday, January 19th 
at 4 p.m.  Register your independent 
reader for a 15 minute time slot by 
calling 815-738-2742 today.

Story Hour:
Join Miss Jana for Story Hour and 

learn about animals and letters on 
Thursdays at 10 a.m. Registration re-
quested but not required.  Masks will 
be required. *There will not be Story 
Hour on December 23rd or 30th.*

Craft Kits for Adults:

Bertolet Memorial Library is now 
offering take home craft kits for adults 
and/or families.  The kits provide the 
materials and instructions needed to 
make a craft.  It’s a great opportunity 
to be creative and de-stress at the same 
time.  Our December craft, Snowman 
Candle, is available now!

Create-a-Card:
Hope you have a great holiday sea-

son!  See you all on January 15, 2022.

Masks: 
Masks are required at the library for 

all patrons over age 2.  We will be happy 
to provide curbside service as needed.

New Releases:
Adult Books
Point of Danger by Irene Hannon
A Cowboy For Keeps by Jody 

Hedlund
The Heart Of a Cowboy by Jody 

Hedlund
Audio Books
The Surrogate by Toni Halleen
The Rose Code by Kate Quinn
Adult DVDs
Nine Days
Suicide Squad
Picture Books
Quackenstein Hatches a Family by 

Sudipta Cardhan-Quallen
The Oboe Goes Boom Boom Boom 

by Colleen Af Venable



Whatever you’re 
looking for, these local 
businesses ask you to 

consider them first.

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete

Bathtub Refinishing

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE

HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL

HEATING & COOLING

CONCRETE

CABINETS

TREE SERVICE

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

PAINTINGHOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

HEAVY TRUCK REPAIR

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

LAWNCARE

GUTTERS

Mr Jones’s Tree Removal
Line Clearing Lot Clearing
Tree Trimming

Complete Removal
Free Estimates Insured

Carlson Jones
815-440-9469

Serving Ogle & Surrounding Counties

. .
. .

TREE REMOVAL

TREE REMOVAL
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DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
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Oregon Public Library Procedures 
Masks are required upon entering the Library. Hand sanitizing is requested. 

Please call (815) 732- 2724 for any questions. Holds can be placed online through 
the catalog: http://search.prairiecat.info/iii/encore/?lang=eng, over the phone with 
Library staff, or through our NEW mobile App - PrairieCat Mobile.  Remember to 
check our Facebook posts or the local papers for new releases!

Library Holiday Hours
The Library will be closed Friday, December 31 and Saturday, January 1. Everyone 

have a safe and happy holiday!  

Library Book Clubs
Books On Tap will NOT meet in December due to the busy holiday season. We 

will discuss both The Last Mrs. Parrish and January’s Book: The Library Book by 
Susan Orlean on January 27th at 6 p.m. at Cork & Tap. The 2WBC Book Club meets 
Wednesday, January 12 at 12:30 p.m. to discuss An Absolutely Remarkable Thing 
by Hank Green.  The Afternoon Book Club meets Wednesday, January 19 at 1 p.m. 
to discuss In Five Years by Rebecca Serle. 

Preschool StoryTime (18 months- 5 years)
We’ll be taking a break until 2022...Beginning January 3, StoryTime will be a  new 

day, Monday, and a  new time, 9:30 a.m. Registration and masks will be required.

   Jumanji Escape Room- December 27th – December 28th and January 3rd 
– January 4th

Bring your friends and see if you can crack the case.  You will have 60 minutes 
to solve the mystery.  Up to 3 friends can join you.  Registration required, call 815-
732-2724 or visit our website www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.  

Rogue Town Author - Vito Colucci Jr.- Thursday, January 6th at 6:30pm
Local resident, Vito Colucci Jr, takes you back to those days and the years he worked 

undercover. Disgusted by what was happening in his home town, Stamford police 
officer Vito Colucci vowed he would do whatever it took to bring the corruption to 
light. It was a decision that eventually placed him in an undercover role, wearing a 
wire to gather evidence against senior officers in the Stamford Police Department, 
and nearly cost him his life. It’s the raw truth and that’s what makes it so compelling. 
This program is offered both in-person and through zoom.  Registration required, 
(815) 732-2724 or visit our website at www.oregonpubliclibrary.com. Registration 
deadline, January 4th.

Yoga on Mondays at 9:30 a.m. will be taking a break till January 24
Krystal Casey will be teaching a Monday morning yoga class at the library. Reg-

istration is required, (815) 732-2724.  Space is limited due to COVID regulations.

Try It Tuesday – Tuesday, January 11th (while supplies last)
Beaded Wish Bracelets.  Each kit will contain all supplies needed to make a custom 

beaded wish bracelets.  A wish bracelet is a fun craft project made from hemp string 
and beads. A wish bracelet is designed to eventually break down, the beads falling 
off one by one. You make a wish when you put the bracelet on. Once the beads are 
gone, your wish will come true.  KITS ARE FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE for 
Oregon Library Card Holders. 

Ink With A Friend- Monday, January 17th at 6:30 p.m.
Registration Deadline January 14th

Sending personal cards to your friends and family is a way to let them know you 
care and are thinking about them. Creating these cards makes it even more special. 
Come join us for Ink with a Friend. You will be provided a pre-cut kit along with 
personal instruction on how to create the wonderful cards while learning a variety of 
card making techniques. All designs include beautiful colored cardstock, gorgeous 
designer series paper, detailed stamped images, die cut pieces, matching ink, ribbon, 
and embellishments.  This month, Liz has designed two (2) cards for you to make. 
All cards come with matching envelopes. Whether you’re a new card maker or a sea-
soned pro, our kits are suited to every skill level. Don’t wait! Sign up today to reserve 
your spot. Registration required (815) 732-2724 or www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Create Your Own Dragon-Wednesday, January 26, 2:30 p.m.
7th grade & up, Registration Deadline Friday, January 21
Pick out a ceramic dragon (eight different choices), paint your dragon, glaze 

it and then leave it to be fired. Individuals will be notified when dragon has been 
completed. Only 8 spots available so register early.

Puzzle Library
The library now has a free puzzle library. Take a puzzle, leave a puzzle. This is 

open to anyone in the community. 

Oregon Public Library StoryWalk®
StoryWalk® was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT in 2007, and 

developed in collaboration with the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition and the 
Kellogg Hubbard Library. Current story is … Jan Brett›s The Night Before Christmas. 

OPLD Dial-A-Story 
Need a quick story... call 1-630-397-0912 to hear one! Children’s stories are 

changed out monthly.  The current story is Shall I Knit You a Hat? A Christmas 
Yarn by Kate Klise.

Passport Services 
The Oregon Public Library offers Passport Application Processing. It is recom-

mended that patrons seeking Passport Services call the Library prior to their visit to 
ensure that an official processor is available at that time and for a checklist of items 
you will need for the appointment. Oregon Writers Group -2nd Tuesday each month 
at 10:00 am. The OWG is a gathering of writers or writer-wannabes who meet to 
support each other and to further their own writing.  The purpose of the group is to 
help and encourage you in your writing.  If you need brainstorming ideas, we can 
help suggest ideas or aid with the creative process.

PCs for People
We are excited to announce our new partnership with Pcs for People! We will be a 

distribution site for this organization. PCs for People distributes low-cost refurbished 
computers and internet to income-eligible individuals through an easy-to-apply online 
application system. Every desktop includes a mouse, keyboard, power cords, and 
monitor cords at no additional cost. Visit our website for more information or use the 
links below.  You can also contact Pcs for People directly at 708-843-8450 or email 
at info@pcsforpeople.org. Check your eligibility here: https://www.pcsforpeople.
org/eligibility/ Sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/oregonILtech

New Releases
A Darker Reality by Anne Perry 
Sunset on Moonlight Beach by Sheila Roberts 
Message in the Sand by Hannah McKinnon 
Under the Texas Mistletoe by Karen Witemeyer 
Ridgeline by Michel Punke 
Knit of the Living Dead by Peggy Ehrhart 
Hiding Her Amish Secret by Carrie Lighte 
The Runaway Heiress by Meg Tilly 
Knot on Your Life by Betty Hechtman 
Dark Night by Paige Shelton 
Life Without Parole by Elaine Viets 
Be My Ghost by Carol J. Perry
Murder at the Bake Sale by Lee Hollis 
Hark the Herald Angels Slay by Vicki Delany 
Bright Burning Things by Lisa Harding

Oregon Library News

Holiday Closures
The library will be closed Friday, 

December 31-Saturday, January 1.  

Book Club for Adults
Pick up a book, then join us for a 

lively discussion of Alexandra An-
drew’s transfixing new novel, Who Is 
Maud Dixon?. Adults only. Copies of 
the reading available on loan. Email 
Joanna at jkluever@mail.meridian223.
org to register for a link to the pro-
gram.  Monday, January 3 at 6:30 p.m. 
on Zoom.

Tween Scene:  Snow Slime
Wishing for a way to enjoy the 

winter season without freezing? Head 
to the library to make some very cool 
slime! No frostbite necessary! Ages 
10-12. Tuesday, January 4 at 6 p.m.  
Registration required:  815-645-8611.

Craft Bomb:  Cold Days, Crafty 
Nights

What will it be? You’ll find out when 
it drops! Watch our FB and Instagram 
feeds on Saturday, January 8 for a video 
tutorial. Then, follow the directions 
for placing your order. While supplies 
last. One kit per person. Adults only. 
*Note: If you ordered last month’s 
Craft Bomb, but never picked it up, 
you may not register for this month’s 
Craft Bomb.

Adult Winter Reading Challenge
Hey, Adults!  Winter is almost here. 

You have nature’s permission to grab 
a book, burrow in, and make cozy. 
Why not be rewarded for it?  Use the 
Beanstack app to register and track 
your progress. For each book you read, 
and each activity you log, you’ll earn 
a badge (and a chance to win actual 
prizes!) Drawings held weekly. Earn 
your Bona Fide Reader Badge by 
February 28, and be entered to win our 
grand prize: a gift certificate to LINO’S 
PIZZA in Rockford.  BONUS: Earn 5 
Review/Activity Badges in addition 
to your Bona Fide Reader Badge, and 
you’ll be entered twice!  Pre-register 
now!  Program runs January 2 through 
February 28.

Mixed Media Winter Tray
Bring a little bit of Hygge into every 

Winter day with this unique serving 
tray!  Monday, January 10 at 6 p.m. 
on Zoom.  Email Joanna at jkluever@
mail.meridian223.org to register.

Young Critics Book Club
Join us for a book discussion and 

hands-on craft/activity on Tuesday, 
January 18 at 6 p.m. all about Dumpling 
Days, by Grace Lin.  Stop by, or call 
the library to register for this in-person 
program, and reserve your copy of the 
reading. Ages 7-9.  

Julia Hull Library News
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211 Hwy. 38 E.
Rochelle, IL 61068
Ph: 815-732-2156
Fax: 815-562-2161ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Sunday nights 6PM, .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Pastor Eric Tonjes, www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 9:50 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rt. 72 & Maple St., in Stillman Valley • Phone 815-645-8872
Pastor: Rev. Rick Lindholtz • www.valleycov.org
Chuck Potts, Pastor to Students, Childrens
Sunday morning 9:15am “Gather” for learning and conversation; 10:15am 
Worship, both onsite and online at www.facebook.com/VECCofSV
We are requesting all attendees wear masks, practice social distancing, and 
stay home if ill.
Communion is served the first Sunday of the month.
Please call  or visit the website more info about Bible study groups, Youth 
Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry, and Valley Covenant Preschool.  Also the 
home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882.

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Connect with People, Connect with Christ
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located near the intersection of Montague and Tower roads; Phone: 815-335-
2609; e-mail:  middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Anita Stuart-Steva
Sunday mornings: Family Communion Worship 8:30 a.m.; Blended 
Worship 10:20 a.m. (Sept. – May) and 10 a.m. (June – Aug.); Sunday School 
Sept – May 9:15 a.m. 
Other activities include:  Bible studies; Praise Band; Social/Service 
Groups; Kindred Heart Stitchers  For more information call the church office 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 
Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    
Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School 10:45 AM; (Sept. 10, 2017 Thru May 2018) Sept.-May 
Chime Choir Wednesday 6:00 PM; Chancel Choir Wednesday 7:00 PM.

OREGON

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th St., Oregon, IL, 812-236-1213 • riverstonecc.com
Sunday 10:45 a.m.

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd •Karyn Kost• 815-938-3511
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of each month. “Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, 
Learning, Outreach and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Rev. Cary Winn 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: office@goelimchurch.org
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am • Sunday School 9:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

All are welcome here!
“By God’s grace in Christ: Live, Love & Serve”

During the COVID-19 pandemic, weekly worship is online at www.
disciplesumc.org
In-person communion services, are offered at various times. 
Call or email for upcoming dates/times and to register.
We wear masks, keep distance, and limit attendance. 
815-734-4853
secretary@disciplesumc.org
102 N. Maple Ave.
Mt. Morris, IL  61054
Pastor – Rev. Julie Bunt

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Randy Snider, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member Church of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street ~ PO Box 927. Byron IL  61010-0927, 815-234-8777
Email:ucb@comcast.net Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Adult Sundat School 9:00am-10:00am, Kids Sunday School (ages 3 thru high 
school) 10:00am-10:40am, Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am-10:25am
Sunday Schedule and Worship Opportunities:
Service of Meditation and Prayer: 8:15am - 8:45am
Adult Christian Education Class: 9am
Main Worship with Chancel Choir: 10:30am
For complete ministry schedule and activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Matt Smith, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
14080 Rt. 72 East, Davis Junction (Next to Fritz’s Electrical) • 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm
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LOCAL NEWS
Special Hours
Polo Library will be closed on Saturday, January 1st to observe New Year’s Day.    

Masks are required for everyone over the age of two.  Polo Library’s programs and services are for everyone.  If you require an access service to fully participate or 
have any questions about accessibility, please contact Ellen Finfrock at 815-946-2713. 

Children’s Programs 
Winter Reading Land Kick-Off Party, Saturday, January 8th 10:30 a.m.  Help Ms Melanie kick  off our Winter Reading Land with a Board Game Party.  This program 

is for Kindergarten through 5th graders.  Register by emailing melaniew@pololibrary.org or call 815-946-2713.
In person Story Time will be Saturdays, January 22nd and 29th at 10:30 a.m.

Adult Programs
John Lynn’s America Coast to Coast, Part 1 Jan. 12, 6 p.m.  This is a live on Zoom program.  Register at the Circulation Desk, email library@pololibrary.org or call 

815-946-2713.

Book Discussion 
Book groups meet Friday, January 14th and Monday, January 24th at 1:30 p.m.  Book 2 Movie discussion group meets on Tuesday, January 18th at 5 p.m.  Any of 

these groups are open to anyone who is interested, no registration required.  Stop in and pick up a copy and join us!

Coffee with a Cop
Wednesday, January 12th at 10:30 a.m.  Drop in and enjoy coffee and conversation with Polo’s Chief of Police, Troy Randall.

Genealogy Assistance - Are you interested in researching your ancestors but don’t know where to start?  Do you have a start and need help with your research?  Stop 
by the first Wednesday 5-7 p.m. or the third Saturday 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and let Donna help with your project.  Polo Library is now a FamilySearch Affiliate Library which 
gives you access to more digital records when you’re researching at the library.

Yoga at the Library
Monday, January 10th at 6 p.m.  Taught by Clementine Studio.  Register at the Circulation Desk or call 815-946-2713.

New Books, movies and more - 
These items are either available for check out or placing a hold with your PrairieCat account:
Autopsy by Patricia Cornwll
Midnight Lock by Jeffrey Deaver
Wish You Were Here by Jodi Picoult
Disney’s Jungle Cruise

Polo Library News
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LOCAL NEWS
Oregon Lions Club

Members of the Oregon Lions Club, who are veterans, were honored at the Lions’ Meeting on Nov 11th. Thank you for your service gentlemen!

Bob Coulter from the 
VFW in Oregon, accepts a 
$1000 check from Oregon 
Lions’ President Dave 
Stenger. It will help fund 
the Christmas Food Bas-
kets that are distributed 
annually by the VFW in 
Oregon.

Oregon Lions’ President Dave Stenger welcomes Megan Smick as a new 
member of the Oregon Lions Club. Megan is pastor at the United Methodist 
Church in Oregon. 

Ogle County States Attorney Mike Rock was the speaker at the Oregon Lions’ Meeting 
on November 11th.  Photo shows Mike Rock and Oregon Lions’ President Dave Stenger.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ogle County 
E d u c a t i o n a l 
Cooperative (OCEC) 
maintains temporary 
student records 
on students with 
disabilities who have 
received special 
education services 
while attending the 
public schools in Ogle 
County. These records 
are maintained at the 
OCEC central office 
in Byron. This notice 
is intended only for 
those individuals having 
birth dates during the 
period of 1996, 1997, 
1998, and 1999 who 
have received special 
education services.
OCEC advises 
as follows:  Any 
temporary student 
records maintained 
regarding your special 
education services will 
be destroyed effective 
January 31, 2022. 
These records may be 
of assistance to former 
students and they may 
request the actual 
student records, rather 
than the records being 
destroyed. Individuals 
wishing to obtain their 
temporary records must 
request such no later 
than January 15, 2022 
at the OCEC offices 
at 417 N. Colfax St., 
Byron, IL  61010. The 
OCEC will continue to 
maintain permanent 
records of former 
students on compact 
discs.  By Matt Zilm, 
Director
No. 1201 (Dec. 6, 8, 13, 
15, 20, 22, 27, 29)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE )P 94
OF: )
JOHN F. )
KRUSE, deceased.

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN 
of the death of JOHN 
F. KRUSE of Byron, 
Illinois. Letters of 
office were issued on 
November 9, 2021, 
to CHRISTINE L. 
ANDERSON of Byron, 
Illinois, whose attorney 
is David A. Smith, 
of Smith, Birkholz & 
Morrow, P.C. at 129 
South Fourth Street, 
P. 0. Box 10, Oregon, 
Illinois, 61061-0010.
CLAIMS against the 
estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Judicial 
Center, 106 South 5th 
Street, Oregon, Illinois, 
61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
within 6 months from the 
first publication of this 
Notice, or within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery 
of Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery 
is required by Section 
18-3 of the Illinois 
Probate Act, 1975, as 
amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed within that 
period is barred.
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered 
to the estate legal 
representative and to 
the attorney within 10
days after the claim has 
been filed.
Newspaper
Christine L. Anderson
Independent 
Administrator
No. 1212 (Dec. 13, 
20, 27)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
OF NAME CHANGE 

(ADULT)
STATE OF ILLINOIS

CIRCUIT COURT
OGLE COUNTY
JESSICA MARIE 

CALDWELL
CASE NUMBER

2021 MR 56
There will be a court 
date on my Request to 
change my name from 

Jessica Marie Caldwell 
to the new name of 
Jessica Marie Moser.
The court date will be 
held on Jan. 13th 2022 
at 9 a.m. at 106 S. 5th 
St., Oregon, IL, Ogle 
County in Courtroom 
#202.
Jessical Caldwell
No. 1216 (Dec. 13, 20, 
27)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
OF NAME CHANGE 
(MINOR CHILDREN)
STATE OF ILLINOIS

CIRCUIT COURT
OGLE COUNTY
JESSICA MARIE 

CALDWELL
TO CHANGE NAMES 

OF MINOR CHILDREN
CASE NUMBER

2021 MR 57
There will be a court 
date on a Request for 
name change (minor 
children) for these 
children:
Jayella Marlee Caldwell 
to Jayella Marlee Moser
Jettson Duane Caldwell 
to Jettson Maxwell 
Moser
The court date will be 
held on Jan. 13th 2022 
at 9 a.m. at 106 S. 5th 
St., Oregon, IL, Ogle 
County in Courtroom 
#202.
Jessical Caldwell
No. 1217 (Dec. 13, 20, 
27)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on December 
10, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as: 
Ry Rentals, 7992 W. 
Judson Rd., Polo, IL 
61064.
Dated: December 10, 
2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 1219 (Dec. 20, 27,  
Jan. 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY
IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE )P-100
OF )     
HERBERT )
EUGENE )
WHALEY, )
Deceased. ) 
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of HERBERT 
EUGENE WHALEY, of 
Chana, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued 
on December 13, 
2021, to BETTY JEAN 
SCHABACKER, whose 
address is 4426 S. 
Chana Road, Chana, 
IL 61015, and whose 
attorneys are Fearer, 
Nye & Chadwick, 420 
4th Avenue, PO Box 
117, Rochelle, IL 61068.
 C l a i m s 
against the Estate may 
be filed in the office of 
the Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than June 20, 
2022, and any claim not 
filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the 
representative and to 
the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for BETTY JEAN 
S C H A B A C K E R , 
Executor of the Estate 
of HERBERT EUGENE 
WHALEY, deceased
No. 1221 (Dec. 20, 27, 
Jan. 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on December 
14, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 

and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as: 
Forever Memories 
Pet Care, 10502 N. 
Mulberry Rd., Leaf 
River, IL 61047.
Dated: December 14, 
2021
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 1222 (Dec. 20, 27, 
Jan. 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be 
received by the Ogle 
County Highway 
Department, Oregon, 
Illinois until 2:00 P.M., 
January 7, 2022, 
for the purchase of 
the following new 
equipment with trade 
ins: 
1) 1 Ton Dump Truck
2) 45 HP Tractor
3) Two (2) Tandem Axle 
Dump Trucks with 13’ 
body.
4) 250 Gallon Crack 
Sealing Melter 
Applicator.
Specifications for 
the new equipment 
are available at the 
Ogle County Highway 
Department, 1989 
South IL Rt. 2, Oregon, 
IL between the hours 
of 7:00 A.M. and 3:30 
P.M. Monday - Friday. 
The Road and Bridge 
Committee reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any or all bids.
No. 1225 (Dec. 20, 27, 
Jan. 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE OF: )P 106
JAMES L. )
BARNES, )
deceased. )
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of JAMES L. 
BARNES of Oregon, 
Illinois. Letters of 
office were issued on 
December 13, 2021, to
JAMES L. BARNES, 
JR. and VIRGINIA A. 
PEARSON of Oregon, 
Illinois, whose attorney 
is David A. Smith, 
of Smith, Birkholz & 
Morrow, P.C. at 129 
South Fourth Street, 
P. 0. Box 10, Oregon, 
Illinois, 61061-
0010.
CLAIMS against the 
estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk
of the Court at Ogle 
County Judicial Center, 
106 South 5th Street,
Oregon, Illinois, 
61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
within 6 months from 
the first publication of 
this Notice, or within 
three months from 
the date of mailing or 
delivery of Notice to 
creditors, if mailing or 
delivery is required by 
Section 18-3 of the 
Illinois Probate Act, 
1975, as amended, 
whichever date is
later. Any claim not filed 
within that period is 
barred.
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered
to the estate legal 
representative and to 
the attorney within 10
days after the claim has 
been filed.
James L. Barnes, Jr.
Virginia L. Pearson
Co-Executors
No. 1226 (Dec. 20, 27, 
Jan. 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE OF: )P
SHIRLEY L. )107
JACOBS, )
deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of SHIRLEY 
L. JACOBS of Oregon,
Illinois. Letters of 

office were issued on 
December 13, 2021, to
Jackson D. Heather 
of Byron, Illinois, and 
Chase E. Carlson 
of Rockford, Illinois 
whose attorney is David 
A. Smith, of Smith, 
Birkholz & Morrow, P.C. 
at 129 South Fourth 
Street, P. 0. Box 10, 
Oregon, Illinois, 61061-
0010.
CLAIMS against the 
estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Judicial 
Center, 106 South 5th 
Street, Oregon, Illinois, 
61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
within 6 months from the 
first publication of this 
Notice, or within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery 
of Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery 
is required by Section 
18-3 of the Illinois 
Probate Act, 1975, as 
amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed within that 
period is barred.
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered 
to the estate legal 
representative and to 
the attorney within 10
days after the claim has 
been filed.
Jackson D. Heather 
and Chase E. Carlson
Co-Executors
No. 1227 (Dec. 20, 27, 
Jan. 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNITED STATES OF

AMERICA
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT

OF OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

County Dept. - Probate 
Division

In the )
Matter )No.
of the )2021
Estate of )P000081
Ronald )
E. Horn, )
Deceased )

Claim Notice
Notice is given of 
the death of Ronald 
E. Horn, of 592 S 
Grandview Ter, Oregon, 
IL 61061. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
December 3, 2021 to: 
Donelle H. Ward, 240 
East Illinois Street, 
Unit 1105, Chicago, IL 
60611: whose attorney 
is: James Schelli, Jr., 
Webster & Schelli P.C., 
1730 Park Street, Suite 
220, Naperville, IL 
60563, as Independent 
Executor.
The estate will be 
administered without 
Court supervision, 
unless under Section 
28-4 of the Probate Act 
of 1975 (755 ILCS 5/28-
4) any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed 
within six months 
from the date of first 

publication. Any claim 
not filed within six 
months from the date of 
first publication shall be 
barred.
Claims may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of Circuit Court 
Ogle County - Probate 
Division at 106 S. 5th 
Street, Oregon, IL 
61061. Copies of the 
claim must be mailed 
to the Executor or her 
representative or both 
within ten days after it 
has been filed.
/s/ Kimberly A. Stahl
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court
James Schelli, Jr.
ARDC No. 6188903
Attorney for the 
Executor Donelle H. 
Ward
1730 Park Street, Suite 
220
Naperville, IL 60563
630.416.4500
Published in Ogle 
County Life
No. 1230 (Dec. 27, Jan. 
3, 10)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE )P 108
OF: )
JOAN L. )
PLUMMER, )
deceased. )
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN 
of the death of JOAN 
L. PLUMMER of Leaf 
River, Illinois. Letters 
of office were issued 
on December 16, 2021, 
to CARL OLAF BERG 
of Oregon, Illinois, 
whose attorney is David 
A. Smith, of Smith, 
Birkholz & Morrow, P.C. 
at 129 South Fourth 
Street, P. 0. Box 10, 
Oregon, Illinois, 61061-
0010.
CLAIMS against the 
estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk
of the Court at Ogle 
County Judicial Center, 
106 South 5th Street,
Oregon, Illinois, 
61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
within 6 months from the 
first publication of this 
Notice, or within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery 
of Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery 
is required by Section 
18-3 of the Illinois 
Probate Act, 1975, as 
amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed within that 
period is barred.
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered 
to the estate legal 
representative and to 
the attorney within 10
days after the claim has 
been filed.
CARL OLAF BERG
Independent 
Administrator

No. 1232 (Dec. 27, Jan. 
3, 10)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice

The Byron Township 
Road District will be 
accepting sealed bids 
for the sale of a 2019 
B&B Super Duty 8.5’ 
x 38’ Flatbed Pull-type 
Trailer. 
For Specifications or to 
make an appointment 
to view the trailer please 
contact Mark Rundle, 
Byron Township Road 
Commissioner, at 815-
234-8438.
Sealed bids must be 
received at the Byron 
Township Office, 507 
Colfax Street, Byron IL 
no later than 10:00am 
January 14, 2022.   
Bids will be opened 
January 14, 2022 at 
10:15am at the Byron 
Township Office. 
Byron Township Road 
District reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any and/or all bids.
Barbara Rundle                                                                                                 
Byron Township Clerk   
No. 1233 (Dec. 27)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to the 
Landlord’s lien 
provisions in rental 
agreement between 
Nicole Lind Unit B22, 
this storage unit 
containing personal 
property will be sold or 
otherwise disposed of 
after January 11th, 2022 
at Lockbox Self Storage 
LLC, 3503 E Tower Rd, 
Byron, IL 61010 unless 
account is paid in full. 
(Dec. 27, Jan 3)
No. 1234 (Dec. 17, Jan. 
2)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ST A TE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCIBT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE

IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021 
ESTATE OF: )P 112
EMERY L. )HAYES, 
)
Deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of EMERY 
L. HA YES of Stillman 
Valley, Ogle County, 
Illinois. Letters of Office 
as Co-Executors were 
issued on December 
17, 2021, to DIANE M. 
MILLS whose address 
is 112 N. Etnyre 
Avenue, Oregon, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
and MARK L. HAYES 
whose address is 12611 
E. Mowers Road, Kings, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
and whose attorneys 
are Hewitt & Wagner, 
1124 Lincoln Highway, 
Rochelle, Ogle County, 
Illinois, 61068.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of
Ogle County, Oregon, 
Illinois, or with the 

representative, or both, 
no later than six (6) 
months from the date 
of the first publication 
of this claim notice and 
any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 

to the attorney within 
ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.
Hewitt & Wagner
Attorneys at Law
For the Co-Executors of 
the Estate of
Emery L. Hayes, 
deceased
No. 1235 (Dec. 17, Jan. 
3, 10)

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY

303 303 
APPLIANCES APPLIANCES 

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

LAND FOR SALE

Daniel J. Boehle, Managing Broker
510 S. Fifth St., Oregon, IL • 815-732-6050   815-751-0037

-Boehlesmmgt@aol.com

South Edge of Oregon
33.7 - Acres South of Railroad and 

West of Rt. 2. 
33 Acres Tillable-Zoned Industrial

$9,500 Per Acre

45.4 Acres South of Pines Road Between the Railroads. 
19.4 Acres Tillable-Zoned Industrial. 05

10
20

21

409 409 
LOTS AND ACREAGE LOTS AND ACREAGE 

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10ʼx24ʼ & 
6ʼx10

Call 732-2466

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

VILLAGE GREEN 
APARTMENTS

502-506 Barbara St.
Mount Morris, IL

Immediate openings for 1 
bedroom apartment homes. 
Must be 62 years of age or 

older; disabled regardless of age. 
Included in rent; water, sewer 

and trash. All units have washer-
dryer, stove, refrigerator & a/c 

units. Family pet welcome with a 
deposit. 

Interested parties, please contact:
815-234-2620

Contact us today to receive an application 
for your new home.

Professionally Managed by CMS 
Management Company 

An Equal Opportunity Provider.

02022021

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

The Village of Mt. Morris is accepting applications for the position of Police Chief.  
Salary is negotiable depending on qualifications and experience.  Police Department 
currently consists of four full-time sworn officers.  

The successful candidate will have skills and experiences that allow them to success-
fully operate as a collaborative government professional that is responsible for over-
seeing and directing a full-service police department using a wide and comprehensive 
range of management skills.  Applicants should be energetic, approachable, and pos-
sess strong communication and problem-solving skills.  

Minimum qualifications include a high school diploma and 5 years law enforcement 
experience. Candidates must be certified as an Illinois Police Officer or have the ability 
to obtain a waiver from the Illinois Training and Standards Board. Post-secondary 
education in law enforcement, criminal science or related fields is a plus but not re-
quired.  Prior leadership and supervisory experience is preferred and strong consid-
eration will be given to individuals that have completed additional administrative and 
command training.  

Residency within 3 miles of the Village limits is required.  

Qualified candidates should complete a Mt. Morris Police application and submit a 
cover letter and resume for consideration.  EOE employment applications can be ob-
tained from Mt. Morris Village Hall, 105 W. Lincoln St., Mt. Morris IL, 61054.  Please 
call 815-734-6425 for additional information.  
Closing date for applications is 4:30 PM Friday, January 7, 2022. 

12132021

Office Admin
NIU Lorado Taft 

seeking office support 
specialist.

Full-time, weekday hours, 
full benefit package

Apply at: 
employment.niu.edu/postings/60848

Now Hiring
203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

Class-A CDL 
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time, 

year- round driver 
to haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please 

leave message.

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

TABLE and 6-Chairs 
with leaf. $180 OBO 
779-221-4434. (12-26-
21)

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes. 
Very friendly and good 
mousers. Call Mike at 
815-993-2234(12-22-
21)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENT FOR APARTMENT FOR 
RENTRENT

FOR RENT – 2 
bedroom, new floors, 
new carpet, 2nd floor. 
Ready to move in. 815-
508-0355 (12-26-21)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

Part-Time Library Aide 
Are you looking to be part of a creative and resourceful team 
that serves the local community?  Then we’re looking for you!  
Julia Hull District Library (Stillman Valley) is seeking a pas-
sionate, friendly, service-oriented Part-Time Library Aide.  
Aides provide support for all circulation desk functions in per-
son and on the telephone, including lending books, user regis-
tration, program registration, reference and readers’ advisory 
services, processing, shelving of materials, and other projects 
as assigned. Applicant should be proficient on the computer 
and possess the ability to adapt to new technologies. Develop-
ing positive public relations and performing tasks with accura-
cy and promptness are essential to this position.

Part-time hours will include 2-3 evenings/week and rotating 
Saturdays.   High School graduation or equivalent. Minimum 
2-years qualified work experience. EOE.

Applications are  available to download through the library’s 
website at www.juliahull.org/job-opportunities.   Send your 
letter of interest, resume and completed application to Joanna 
Kluever, Library Director, at jkluever@mail.meridian223.org, 
or by mail at 100 Library Lane, Stillman Valley, IL  61084.

12132021
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LOCAL NEWS

Byron Bank, located at 200 N Walnut St. in Byron, is proud to announce the Byron Middle School Students of the Month for October. Students are selected by teachers 
based on criteria of: work habits, positive attitude, good manners, cooperation with faculty and peers, and a good role model for other students.  Byron Bank presents 
the students with a cash prize and a certificate of award. The October 2021 Students of the Month are: (from left) Mrs. Felecia Fuller, Byron Middle School Dean – Ella 
Tunick, 6th grade – Alayna Brandt, 7th grade – Alex Booker,  8th Grade,  and  from Byron Bank-Mr. Brent Baker.

Students of the Month



T hank you for a wonderful T hank you for a wonderful 
year. Wishing you and your year. Wishing you and your 

family a happy and  family a happy and  
healthy 2022!healthy 2022!

462 S. Chana Rd., Chana, IL 61015 • 815-751-4162462 S. Chana Rd., Chana, IL 61015 • 815-751-4162 12272021

Located at 800 S. 4th Street, Oregon ILLocated at 800 S. 4th Street, Oregon IL 

Rent is $1,250 monthlyRent is $1,250 monthly

Call 815-901-4645 TO START YOUR NEW BUSINESS HERE!  Call 815-901-4645 TO START YOUR NEW BUSINESS HERE!  
OWNER RETIREDOWNER RETIRED 11222021

New Year’s Eve  
Get Together!

*Raffles
*Food Specials
*Drink Specials

*Complimentary Champaign at 
Midnight!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

Raffl
e

12
27

20
21

606 W. Washington St.606 W. Washington St.
Oregon IL 61061Oregon IL 61061

815.732.3225815.732.3225
www.deforestdental.comwww.deforestdental.com

Monday-Friday 8-5pmMonday-Friday 8-5pm 09072020

New Patients welcome!New Patients welcome!
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LOCAL NEWS
Savory Chicken Pot Pie
Join Lynn Kaufman with Lynnies’ Kitchen and learn to make a delicious Pot Pie with a Cheddar Cheese crust on January 26th. Class is at Cork & Tap from 6-7:30 p.m. 

The next day pop your Pot Pie in the oven and dinner is served! All food is included in the class fee, but you will be asked to bring a few utensils and cooking supplies 
to class. Fee for the class is $36/Resident or $43/Non-Resident. Registration deadline is January 19.

Taste of Oregon Pairing at Cork & Tap
Make it a date night or an evening out with friends at Cork & Tap! This new fun pairing on Saturday, January 29 from 5:30-7 p.m. can be dinner out as the four food 

samples will be enough to satisfy your taste buds and your hunger. Choose between wine or beer as your beverage upon registration. Four wine or beer samples will be 
included in the tasting as well as 4 delicious foods made by local restaurants or caterers. Pairing will include cheese/crackers/fruit (Hazels), Pork Kabobs (Ralfie’s BBQ), 
Italian beef (Father & Son) and Turtle Cheesecake (The Noble Cakery). This pairing is $28/Resident or $34/Non-Resident.  Registration deadline is January 22.

Ceramic Gingerbread Valentine Hearts DIY kit 
Have fun painting 2 ceramic gingerbread Valentine hearts!  Kit includes two heart 4 ¾” tall x 4 ½” wide, 1 paint brush, an assortment of paint colors, and sealer. Kits 

can be picked up on January 24 at Nash Recreation Center.  DIY kit fee is $12/Resident or $14/Non-Resident.  Registration deadline is January 17.

Indoor Soccer
Practice your soccer skills in the warm of Nash! For ages 4-7 years old. Youth players will develop their fundamentals and team playing strategies through a 30 min 

practice followed by a 30 min game every week on Saturday mornings at Nash. .  All players will receive a t-shirt and their own soccer ball to keep! Season runs February 
12th through March 12th. 

Volunteer coaches are needed.  Please email lesley@oregonpark.org if you are interested.  
Fee $40/Resident, $48/NR. Registration deadline is January 24th. 

Oregon Park District has upcoming events, activities

If you like to write stories or essays, etc., and would like to join a group which 
could offer you some support and feedback, please join us at Taft Campus in Oregon 
on Sunday, Jan. 16 from 3-5 p.m. The leader is Molly McNett, who teaches fiction 
writing at NIU. The group will meet about every six weeks at Taft and take turns 
reading each other’s work. At the first meeting we will determine a time that will 
best suit the group. If interested, or if you have any questions, please email Molly 
at mmcnett@niu.edu.

Writing group


