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Looking back on 2021 in the Hub City

Utility work, Citizens Academy program among highlights

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
City of Rochelle’s 2021
included working to green
light the demolition of
Hickory Grove, utility
projects including a new
substation and water/wa-
ter reclamation upgrades,
working to update its stra-
tegic plan and Citizens
Academy, a new program
to inform residents about
the city’s inner workings.

Rochelle City Manager
Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke
with the News-Leader on
Dec. 15 and reflected on
the city’s 2021.

“Those are just a few of
the things,” Fiegenschuh
said. “But it’s been a great
year and I’'m super happy
with my staff. I have a
great staff. Our mayor and
councilhaveprovided great
leadership and I couldn’t
be prouder to be part of the
organization.”

Before a demolition
contract for Hickory Grove
was approved by the city
council at its final meet-
ing in December, the city
worked during 2021 on an
easement agreement with
the owner of the Comfort

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The City of Rochelle’s 2021 included working to green light the demolition of Hickory Grove, utility projects
including a new substation and water/water reclamation upgrades, working to update its strategic plan and
Citizens Academy, a new program to inform residents about the city’s inner workings.

Inn next to the building
to properly separate the
properties. Thecityalso suc-
cessfully worked on getting
a Rebuild Illinois Grant to
cover the project.
“It’sbasically beenatwo-

year process, So we’re super
excited that we’re able to
finalizeitatourlastmeeting
of the year,” Fiegenschuh
said. “And then the time-
frame is going to be pretty
condensed. They’re talking

about starting in January
and we could have that site
completely cleared off and
prepped for some kind of
development in April or
May.”

Fiegenschuh said over-

all, the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic did “put a damp-
er” on the year that was, but
the city is still in “very good
shape” financially.

See CITY page 5

Hickory Grove demolition to go ‘very quickly’

Conversations with potential site developers have started

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — City
officials expect the de-
molition of the Hickory
Grove facility at 1127 N.
7th St. that’s slated to start
in late January to go “very
quickly,” City Manager
Jeff Fiegenschuh said on
Dec. 15.

McDonagh Demolition
is contracted to do the
work for $361,900. The
project will be funded by
a Illinois Department of
Commerce and Economic
Opportunity Rebuild I1li-
nois grant reimbursement
up to $365,750. The seven
other bids the city rejected
ranged from $542,000 to
$978,000. The accepted
bid was approximately
35 percent lower than
the city’s engineering
firm’s estimated cost of
$575,000.

“l was very nervous
when the bids came in,
but [City Engineer Sam
Tesreau] and our engineers
met with them and they
feel confident that they’re
going to meet those dollar
amounts and that’s why [
think the project is going
to go very quickly because
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City officials expect the demolition of the Hickory Grove facility at 1127 N. 7th St. that’s slated to start in late
January to go “very quickly,” City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh said on Dec. 15.

they’re going to need to get
in here and get that stuff
done,” Fiegenschuh said.
“It felt very good to see
thatbid. Especially with the
opportunity where the grant
could potentially cover all
ofit.”
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Fiegenschuh acknowl-
edged that there could be
issues that arise that could
result in change orders and
higher costs for the demoli-
tion. He was pleasantly sur-
prised by the bid amount.

“All of our other proj-

ects, with the way things
are in the economy right
now, it’s no longer, ‘Wow,
wecan goto council and say
itcame in under engineer’s
estimates,”” Fiegenschuh
said. “Now it’s asking how
much it’s going to be over

the estimate. When this
came in, I was taken aback.
In a good way.”

City officials expect the
demolitionto be completed
in April.

See DEMO page 3
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Members of the Girl & Boy Scouts, American Legion, VFW, Knights of Columbus, National Guard and the community assisted the Rochelle Chapter Daughters of the
American Revolution in honoring veterans through ceremonies at four local cemeteries including Daysville Cemetery (top left), Lawnridge Cemetery (top right), St.
Patrick’s Cemetery (bottom right) and Trinity Memorial Cemetery (bottom left).

Wreaths Across America ceremonies held at local cemeteries

ROCHELLE—Mem-
bers of the Girl & Boy
Scouts, American Legion,
VFW, Knights of Colum-
bus, National Guard and the
community assisted the Ro-
chelle Chapter Daughters of
the American Revolutionin
honoring veterans through
ceremonies at four local
cemeteries, followed by
placing wreaths at veterans’
graves.

W

The ceremony at St. Pat-
rick’s Cemetery included a
welcome by Regent Laurie
Perry, an invocation by
chapter Chaplain Mary Lou
Kator, the Pledge of Alle-
giance led by the Scouts,
remarks by Mayor John
Bearrows, the dedication
of ceremonial wreaths for
all branches of the Armed
Forces (including the new
SpaceForce) by active duty

soldiers, veterans, scouts
and veterans’ families,
and was concluded with a
closingprayerby Reverend
Jesus Dominguez and the
playing of Taps.
Similarceremonies were
performedatthe other three
cemeteries. Through the
tremendous generosity of
the wider Rochelle and
Oregon communities, all
known veterans at Days-
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ville Cemetery in Oregon
and St. Patrick’s Cemetery
in Rochelle were honored
with wreaths, in addition to
portions of Trinity Memory
Gardens and Lawnridge
Cemetery, achieving more
than450 local wreath spon-
sorships.

The Rochelle Chapter
DAR intends to continue
expanding its Wreaths
across America program

with plans underway to
honor more veterans and
include additional cem-
eteries in the area. As a
means of jump-starting the
sponsorship of wreaths for
the 2022 program, Wreaths
Across America is offering
to match any wreath spon-
soredbetweenDec 18,2021
and Jan. 14,2022 either on-
lineathttps://wreathsacros-
samerica.org/IL0136P or

mailed in and postmarked
by Jan. 14, 2021.

Mail in forms may
bepickedupatthe Rochelle
& Oregon VFW posts or
St. Patrick’s Church in
Rochelle. Photos from all
four of this year’s ceremo-
niesand of selected veterans
graves may soon be posted
on the above website and
the Rochelle DAR Face-
book Page.
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Ogle Womxn in Busmess donate to PADS

OREGON-—Members
of Ogle County’s Womxn
in Business group recently
donated items to be raffled
in support of PADS Home-
less Shelter in Dixon. w(@
sh salon in Oregon is pas-
sionate about community
support and chose to host
this year’s holiday raffle.

Womxn in Business
were able to raise and do-
nate $300 to PADS. A spe-
cial thank you was sent to
to WxB donors Liz Hiem-
stra, Libra Farms; Linda
Bennett, Arbonne; Kelsey
Osborne, Kinzee-Doo Cus-
tom Creations; Mandolen
Mull Pack, Scout & Cellar
wine; Mary Elliot, hand-
made jams + caramels and
Meggan Dickson-Grennan,
w(@sh.

PADS Homeless shelter
in Dixon runs 24/7, 365
days per year providing
shelter, services, clothing,
food and daily needs for
its residents. Womxn in
Business is a network of
femxle business owners
holding space to connect,
find support, & build rela-
tionships with peers who
recognize the hard work it
takes to be entrepreneurs.
Contact Dickson-Grennan
at wash.salon815@gmail.
com for more information.
Find out more about w@sh
by visiting wash815.com.
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(COURTESY PHOTO)

Meggan Dickson-Grennan, founder of Womxn in Business & owner of w@sh salon (right), Joanna Kibble: director of PADS (center) and
daughter Paityn with PADS residents Martin, Journey Rose, Josh, Julie and Mike.

DEMO: Hickory Grove project scheduled to start next month

From page 1

Thenearly two-yearpro-
cess since the city acquired
thebuilding has seendelays
and easement agreements
with the hotel next door
for proper separation of the
buildings. Italso had to wait
due to grant finalization.

The city assumed own-
ership of the deteriorating
building in early 2020 for
$1 with the intention of de-
molishingitand developing
the property. The building
was previously owned by
the Ogle County Civic Cen-
ter Authority (OCCCA)
board, which was under
the Ogle County Board
umbrella. The city decided
to purchase the site so it
could control it and likely
would’ve had to deal with
it later if it was abandoned
due to OCCCA being in
financial trouble.

“Approving the demoli-
tion felt euphoric,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “People tend
to look from the outside in
and ask why things aren’t
getting done. They don’t
know all the work people
are doing on the back side
to geta projectto where it’s
ready for ourmayorand city
council to approve. It felt
good because [ have a very
capable and great team.”

The “pieced together”
building has yielded sur-
prises in the past such as
easement and utility com-
plications, which could
make for possible issues
once it starts to be demol-
ished.

“When you find those
things and fix them, you
start thinking, “What else
are we going to find in there
that’s behind the walls or
wherever?”” Fiegenschuh
said. “If something hap-
pens, we’ll deal with it.
We’ve been dealing with
it for the last two years and
we’ll deal with it again.”

Fiegenschuhanticipates
that if all goes to plan, the
city could have the site
completely cleared off and
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With celebrations being subject to the
& weather and health risk limitations at
this time, we know she would so enjoy
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prepped for some kind of
development in April or
May. The city plans on
issuing a request for in-
formation in order to seek
developers interested in the
site. Proposals would then
be taken to the mayor and
city council for approval.
With demolition given
the green light earlier this
month, Fiegenschuh said
developers have reached
out to him recently and
interest has kicked back up.
“I’vebeenapproached,”
Fiegenschuh said. “For
some mixed-use projects.
Some retail and high-
er-density residential. It’s
ultimately up to the mayor
and council. It’s their prop-
erty. The city owns it and
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is January 1st
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they’rein charge of the city.
We had some retail interest
aswell. That’s why we want
to do the RFI. We want to
see all of the proposals and
ultimately letthemayorand
council determine what
they think is the best fit on
that highly-visible spot for
the next 20-40 years.”
The prospect of the
property being purchased

and developed in the future
would not only benefit the
city by it coming onto the
tax rolls. The city also set
upataxincrementfinancing
(TIF) district for the site
with future development
in mind.

Onceadeveloper comes
in and develops the site,
100 percent of their tax bill
goes into that TIF and back

to the city.

“It could be used to help
incentivizeaprojecttoclose
that funding gap if there is
one,” Fiegenschuh said. “It
could and will be used in
parttohelp reimburse us for
any costs associated with
the acquisition, demolition
and site preparation and
restoration. I think there’s
a lot of possibilities there.”
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Obituaries

ROCHELLE — Bette
JeanKyler, 95, passed away
Sunday, Dec. 26, 2021 at
Franklin Grove Nursing
Center & Rehab in Franklin
Grove.

Bette was born on July
7,1926to Walter and Nellie
(Bemis) Vierkein Rochelle.
On July 7, 1948, her birth-
day, she married Byford
Ray Kyler; they had been
married for 70 years priorto
hispassingon Dec. 1,2018.

Bettereceived her Bach-
elor of Fine Arts degree
from Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity, where she was a
member of the Gamma
Phi Beta Sorority. She
then taught for one year
at Somonauk Elementary
School before devoting
her time and passion into
raising her two sons. She
then substitute taught in the
Rochelle-area schools for
over 19 years. Above all,
Bette loved to spend time

and celebrate the holidays
with her family and friends,
especially Christmas.

Bette is survived by
two sons: John Kyler of
Rochelle, and Dr. James
(Julie) Kyler of Ft. Wayne,
Indiana; five grandchil-
dren: Erik (Melissa) Kyler,
Brenda (Brian) Simons,
Katherine Kyler, Bradley
Hartman and Haley (Kris)
Taibl; four great grand-
children: Emmaline and
Kendon Kyler, and Blake
and Braedy Simons.

In addition to her par-
ents and husband, Bette is
preceded in death by her

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make three arrests

ROCHELLE — On
Dec. 24 at 1:49 p.m. Travis
L. Adams, 37, of Rochelle
was arrested for two counts
of driving under the in-
fluence and cited for no
insurance, failure to reduce
speed to avoid an accident,
driver’slicense expired less
than one year and operating
an uninsured vehicle. He
was released on an I-Bond
and given a Rochelle court

date of Jan. 21.

On Dec. 26 at 3:46 p.m.
Dawn F. Ramirez, 54, of
Rochelle was cited for
speeding 48 m.p.h. in a
30-m.p.h. zone. She signed
a promise to comply and
was given a Rochelle court
date of Feb. 4.

OnDec.26at11:09p.m.
Hipolito Xelhua Montes,
36, 0fRochelle was arrested
for two counts of driving
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Bette Jean Kyler

brother, Jack Vierke.
Visitation will be held
on Thursday, Dec. 30 from
10-11 a.m. at the Rochelle
United Methodist Church.
Memorial service will fol-
low at 11 a.m. on Thursday
with Pastor Glen Stewart
officiating. Grave side
service will follow at the
Lawnridge Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to the Ro-
chelle United Methodist
Church. Cremation care
hasbeenprovided by Unger
Horner Funeral Home. Vis-
itwww.ungerhorner.comto
sign the online guest book.

under the influence of al-
cohol and cited for leaving
thescene ofanaccidentand
driving onthe sidewalk. He
posted$100and hisdriver’s
licenseand was givenaJan.
21 Rochelle court date.

On Dec. 26 at 7:46
p.m. Donte Martin, 34,
of Rockford was arrested
for aggravated fleeing to
elude, driving under the
influence, driving while
license suspended and cited
for disobeying a stop sign
and transferred.

Shirley Rae Webb

ASHTON — Shirley
Rae Webb, 79, passed away
Dec. 27,2021 at her home
inAshton with her daughter
and son-in-law at her side.
She was born on May 19,
1942 in Flagg Center to
the late Clyde and Rose
(Hintzsche) Schaneberge.

Shirley worked for Ea-
ton, Del Monte and Crest
Foods, she co-owned the
Huddle Restaurant with
Chuck and Jerry Williams
and also co-owned Mel’s
Tap with Mel Lawson.
Shirley was a Green Bay
Packers fan, was very patri-
otic and enjoyed collection
Eagles.

She is survived by her
daughter and son-in-law
April and Ben Fichter of
Ashton and Darla Webb
of Rantoul, Illinois and
one brother, William (Bill)
Schaneberge of Franklin
Grove.

She is preceded in death
by her parents, her husband
Charles, foursisters: Louise
Hooberry, Roa Warning,
Edna (Bunny) White and
DolaBoesecker, four broth-
ers: Robert, Leroy, Timand
Dennisand one grandchild,
Jamie Burhenn.

Funeral visitation will
be held Wednesday, Dec.
29 from 10 a.m. until the

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to two accidents

OREGON — On Dec.
23 deputies investigated
a one-vehicle accident in
the 1,500 block of West
Mudcreek Road. A silver
2013 Nissan driven by Eric
Ortega, 38, of Mt. Morris
was traveling westbound
on Mudcreek Road when
a deer ran on to the road
in front of the vehicle. The
vehiclestruck the deer caus-
ing disabling damage to the
Nissan. Ortega and two
female juvenile passengers
were transported by Mt.
Morris Ambulance to KSB
Hospital to be medically
checked out. No citations
were issued.

On Dec. 24 deputies
arrested Russell Hime-
bauch, 40, of Machesney
Park for driving while li-
censerevoked. Himebauch
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was arrested by deputies
on Interstate 39 after be-
ing stopped for speeding.
Himebauch was released
on al-bond and will appear
in Ogle County court at a
later date.

On Dec. 24 at 8:26 p.m.
deputies performedatraffic
stop in the 5,000 block of
West Illinois Route 72.
During the course of the in-
vestigation, Brian P. Printz,
57, of Stillman Valley was
arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Printzwasalsoissuedacita-
tion for speeding 78 m.p.h.
in a 55-m.p.h. speed zone.
Printz was transported to
the Ogle County Jail and
held in lieu of bond.

On Dec. 24 at approxi-
mately 11:20 p.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop on In-
terstate 39 near mile mark-
er 106 southbound. After
further investigation Jadin
Mershon, 22, of Rochelle
was placed under arrest
for driving while license
suspended. Mershon was
also cited for speeding and
operating an uninsured mo-
tor vehicle. Mershon was
released on an [-Bond and
will appear in Ogle County
court at a later date.

On Dec. 25 at approxi-
mately 8:41 p.m. deputies
responded to the 6,000
block of East Hales Cor-
ner Road in reference to
a domestic problem. Af-
ter a brief investigation,
deputies arrested Mason
J. Wolter, 21, of Stillman
Valley for disorderly con-

time of service at noon at

the Beverage Lyons Fam-
ily Funeral Home at 601
Richardson Ave. Ashton
with Rev. Randy Sizemore
officiating. Interment to
follow to Ashton Cemetery.
Onlinecondolences may
be made at www.beverage-
lyonsfamilyth.com

duct. Wolter was transport-
ed to the Ogle County Jail
where he was released to
correctional staff and held
in lieu of bond.

On Dec. 25 at approxi-
mately 1:54 a.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop on In-
terstate 39 nearmile marker
100 northbound. After fur-
therinvestigation, Lee Dal-
las III, 20, of Machesney
Park, was placed under
arrest for driving while
license suspended. Dallas
was also cited for illegal
window tint. Dallas was
released on an individual
bond and will appear in
Ogle County court at a
later date.

On Dec. 26 at approxi-
mately 7:23 p.m. deputies
investigated the report of a
domestic disturbance at an
address in rural Rochelle.
Pursuant to the investiga-
tion, Donte Martin, 34, of
Rockford was laterarrested
for domestic battery. Mar-
tin was lodged at the Ogle
County Jail in lieu of bond.

On Dec. 27 at 12:22
a.m. deputies arrived at a
single-vehicle accident in
the 8,200 block of North
[llinois Route 251. During
the course of the investiga-
tion, Michael T. Peterson,
53, of Byron was arrested
for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Peterson
also received a citation for
failure to report a vehicle
accidentand improper lane
usage. Peterson was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail and released on bond.
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Joseph.Meadows@DimondBros.com

AUTO HOME LIFE HEALTH FARM
COMMERCIAL WORKERS COMPENSATION BONDS

Report policy

the Rochelle Police, the

Any arrests listed

in this paper are Ogle County Sheriff's
merely charges and Department and the
the defendants are lllinois State Police, will
presumed innocent be printed without

unless proven guilty in
a court of law. Please
note that all police
reports received from

exception. Requests to
omit particular reports
will not be considered
or honored at any time.
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We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections
Introductory price $25

Call for an Appointment!

This lipotropic combination of B12 and
methionine, an essential amino acid and
other B vitamins can promote:

Increase Fat metabolism
Boost Energy Level
Reduce appetite

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct.
Rochelle IL
We Accept Most
Insurances and
Patients Without
Insurance

DLX Medical

GROUP

11042020

’

* Care provided by the entire hospice > On-( ga nurse available 24/7. s
team: physician, nurse, social worker, ¢ yolunteers providing special attention
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, and stimulation.
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers. B A e directives

e Care is individualized and based on and community support.

the patient’s and family’s goals of N
comfort and quality of life. * Provide Education to those we

) ) - care for
* Supplies, equipment and medications.
* Service where the patient resides. v \
* Specialize in pain & symptom

management.

 Spiritual enrichment and bereavement

counseling.

o Anclllary Theraples Musu: Physical/
M ge, Pet,

etc
 Ability to provide education to

L Unity CALLIUNITY:
Eé’ﬁ%'ﬁvee‘”é‘é’re (815) 561-8866

@ cunityhospice Rochelle, IL

07012020
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CITY: Fiegenschuh reflects on work done in 2021

From page 1

Its cash fund balance has
increased each of the past
four years. The shape of the
city’s finances are allowing
it to reinvest back into its
utility infrastructure. In
May, the city broke ground
on a new $13.8 million
electrical substation project
at 1600 Ritchie Court, which
will be Rochelle Municipal
Utilities’ third. The substa-
tion will increase reliability
for nearby industry and re-
duce reliance on Rochelle’s
Caron Road substation.

“And when that’s done
in April or May 2022, we’ll
be moving over to the next
substation on Centerpoint
Drive up by MightyVine,”
Fiegenschuh said. “[RMU
Superintendent of Electric
Operations Blake Toliver]
has brought a lot of issues

tomy attention thathave not
been addressed for years on
theelectric distributionside.
I'm very happy with the
work he’s done to bring all
those things to my attention
so we can get them before
the mayor and city council
and funded. We have a lot
of distribution projects that
we’ve started this year that
I’'m happy about.”
Infrastructure upgrades
have also been made in
RMU’s water and water
reclamationdepartments. In
June, the city held a ribbon
cutting ceremony aftercom-
pleting a $7 million waste-
water plant improvement
project that included up-
grading headworks equip-
ment, converting aeration
to biological phosphorus
removal, upgrading the
anaerobic lagoon, adding
an office administration

building and the conversion
of the plant’s lab.

Another project Fiegen-
schuh mentioned as a posi-
tive for the city in 2021 was
Citizens Academy, a 10-
week program that offered
the opportunity forresidents
to learn about the city and
its various departments.
Participants wentbehind the
scenes to learn how the city
works through hands-on
activities, facility tours and
more during the fall.

“I thought it went very
well,” Fiegenschuh said. 1
know a lot of people were
happy with it. We hope to
do it every year. Big kudos
to them for organizing it
and my staff for being there
every week to givetoursand
answer questions and do all
those things.”

The city manager said
the city’s work in 2021 all

HAFFPFY NEW YEAR

“..it's been a great year and I'm super happy
with my staff. | have a great staff. Our mayor
and council have provided great leadership
and | couldn’t be prouder to be part of the

organization.’

relates back to the strategic
plan the mayor and city
council approved in 2018,
with priorities being rein-
vesting ininfrastructure and
improving the quality oflife
for Rochelle residents.
Due to having a new
mayor and two new council
members since 2018, the
cityisworking toupdate that
strategic plan and hopes to
finalize it in January.
Fiegenschuh said he
doesn’t believe there were
many things that didn’t go
to plan for the city in 2021.

“Key” Strategies For A Safe New Year’s Celebration:

e Plan an alcohol-free celebration — Host a fondue or “make your own” ice cream sundae party as a fresh alternative. Add
some fun party games to keep guests entertained without drinking!

e Check your keys with the host — This is an effective strategy for giving the host some control over inebriated guests.
e Keep the number of a taxi company handy — A good tip for both party guests and hosts alike.
e Offer to drive a guest home — Start the New Year off right by performing a good deed and help keep drunk drivers off the

road.

Rochelle City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh

One thing he said was sort
of a surprise was the issue
of the Prairie State Energy
Campus, which the city has
$150 million in debt with
until 2042.

Work on a state energy
bill threatened to close the
coal plant over the summer
and a bill eventually was
signed in September that
requires it to be carbon-free
by 2045, either by going
offline or installing seques-
trationtechnology. By 2035,
the plantmustcutemissions
by 45 percent. If it doesn’t

®

e Appoint a designated driver — Use the buddy system and you can return the favor next time.
e Provide lots of snacks to party guests — Drinking on an empty-stomach rapidly increases alcohol’s debilitating effects.

¢ Post transportation info on party invites —

numbers.

meet that goal by the end of
2035, the power plant will
have until June 30, 2038
to either retire a portion of
carbon-emitting units or
meet the decarbonization
goal some other way.

“I think we got the best
deal we could get,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “We have an
obligation under the law to
startto meet those timelines
andasautilityand we’re go-
ing to start working on how
we’re goingtodothatwhere
it’s not cost prohibitive for
our ratepayers.”

e
-
r o ©® o

Include information for public transportation, car pools and taxi company phone

e Don't let a friend drive drunk — Take the car keys away or use one of the strategies above to see your friends safely home.
It probably comes as no surprise that more traffic fatalities due to drunk driving occur at the New Year than any other time,
but of course, you should never drink and drive. With your safety in mind, these community sponsors urge you to review
these important tips for hosting or attending a safe celebration!

A New Year is coming bringing much celebration, With good friends & good times & free-flowing libation.
So party on hearty, but leave driving alone, Because we want to see you get safely home!

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto
* Home Improvement
* Vacation

Jami Hackman

CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Give us a call - 815-561-4035

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. ROCHSIGS

Rochelle Foods

1001 S. Main, Rochelle
562-4141

ROCHSIGS

MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

Highway
251 North,
Rochelle
815-562-8792

ROCHSIGS

MEMBER

-

FIRST STATE BANK

FpIC 304 East Highway 38, Rochelle, IL

ROCHSIGS

Call “Spud” for all your insurance needs...James E. “Spud” Supancic
We carry a wide variety of insurance providers including Mexico Insurance
Auto « Home « Life o

James E. Supancic Insurance

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
Sat. 9am-12 Noon

516 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle
815-562-7552
www.spudinsurance.com

Health

RNLSIGS

Wishing everyone a Safe and Blessed New Year!

FEARER NYE & CI—IADWICK

JEYS AND ¢

OUNSELORS SINC

ﬂﬁﬁ

420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156

www.fnclaw.com

“Wishing everyone a happy and safe New Year!”

HEWITT & WAGNER

Attorneys at Law
1124 LINCOLN HWY.
ROCHELLE e 815-561-4207

GRABER
FINANCIAL GROUP

“Wishing the entire community a
Happy and Healthy New Year!”

Sam Graber ¢ John Vandre
409 4th Ave, Rochelle, IL ¢ 815-562-7139

ROCHSIGS

318 4th Ave.,
(815) 562-3878

“Wishing all our community and veterans a
happy and safe New Year!”

Post #3878 Floyd J.

VFEW

Tilton Post
Rochelle, IL

12292021

314 Lincoln Highway « Rochelle, IL
815-562-4444 « www.rochellerx.com

Rochlle

@ Pharmacy

WWWWMMMWW?@?/

e
Deliver!

and wishing them a Hoppy New Voar/

Thanking our
patrons for
their continued

support %
through 2021 2;1
and wishing
them a happy S
and safe New
+ Year’s Eve.
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815-562-2131
Emergency
911

The Rochelle Police Department
Reminds everyone to:

\ Celebrate Safely...
Non-Emergency [)() NOT Drink & Drive!

Please call to report a drunk driver.

12272018

—IHE —

310Lincoln Hwy = ¥

Clark Gas Station
Liquor, Beer and Wine

News-Leader

|:_|_ HUB Rochelle | -
815-218-4988

NUTRITION & FITNESS {

We serve a variety of delicious and super healthy meal

replacement shakes and herbal teas for energy.

U-Haul, Western Union

& money order services
available

1180 N 7th Street, Rochelle

ROCHSIGS

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
Phone: 815-562-4171
www.rochellenews-leader.com

ROCHSIGS
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Guest column

How Rochelle’s school system grew and changed

randa Weeks called the first el-
ementary school class to order.

The school was located in a log
cabin just north of Kyte Creek and
east of today’s Main Street. A small
group of children met when they
could and when household chores did
not require their attention.

A few years passed and the arrival
of the railroad brought more families
to the area. A new school was needed
and construction began on a larger
log school house south of Kyte Creek
and on the west side of the Indian
trail (Main Street).

The log school house was one
block south of Kyte Creek and served
until 1854. At this time a new school
house was opened on North Sixth
Street. The new school sat on the
west side and about mid-block of
the 400 block of Sixth Street. After
a mere four years, a larger building
was needed.

The Sixth Street school became a
grist mill and again a new school was
constructed. Rochelle’s fourth school
was a two-story wooden frame build-
ing near the corner of Fifth Avenue
and Eighth Street, today’s Central
School location.

Lessons

IT was in 1840 that Ms. Mi-

EMEMBER when you were a teenager and could
sleep for 12 hours?

Man, I sure do. I delivered pizza until 1 a.m. or
so in high school, and by the time we got everything cleaned
up and the shop closed, I would get home on the weekends at
nearly 2 a.m. That meant [ would get up the next day at

2 p.m. — or as late as 4 p.m.

I’ll bet I could sleep around the clock.

These days? Not so much. Maybe it is a getting older
thing, but [ rarely have a night where I sleep all the way
through. Seriously, we are talking a few times a year.

So, I was staring at the ceiling last week in the wee
hours of the morning, and I started thinking about my
friend Todd from elementary school. I wish I could tell
you his last name and the exact year, but [ can’t. It was
probably 1971 or 1972. It was a long time ago.

I think about Todd from time to time. He was a nice
kid. And by that, I mean a kid that everyone liked. He was
happy and friendly and never, ever said a bad word about
anyone. My memories of him include a lot of smiling. He

was always smiling.

Is that just the way I remember him and it’s not true?
Honestly, I’'m not sure. But when I think about Todd, I think
about a blond kid with freckles splashed across his nose who

was always happy.

One day at school I had a particularly bad day, which was
not unusual for me. I am glad I didn’t have to raise me, I’ll
tell you that. I was not mean or aggressive, but I was not a
fan of school. In fact, I ran away from school a few times
when [ was in elementary school. Just booked it home in the

middle of the day.

That, obviously, did not make my parents happy. My dad, in
fact, was the principal at another school in the same district. I’11
bet his work friends gave him an earful about me. Sorry dad.

Anyway, | was on the bus after school and not in a good
mood. Todd plopped down next to me, with that smile on his
face. Of course, I don’t remember our exact conversation,

Erected in 1858, the fourth school
served the community of Lane. The
name change to Rochelle was still
seven years away. On April 7,
1869 a catastrophe struck and
fire consumed the school. The
newspaper article was short
and none too complimentary
of the fire department.

“School on 400 block of
Eighth Street destroyed by
fire, our heretofore uncon-
querable fire department,
consisting of one worthless
engine, and two worthless squirt
guns, was entirely inadequate to the
occasion.”

The cost of construction in 1858
was $10,000. Bonds were sold and a
new school was planned. While the
new school was being constructed,
first and second grades were held at
the Methodist Church, high school
was in the Shockley building at the
corner of Cherry Avenue and Lincoln
Highway and the rest of the classes
met in the Peter Unger Building on
Cherry Avenue.

By 1871, the fifth school building
was ready for students. Located on
the ashes of the burned down wood
frame, the new three-story brick

learned

Brad
Jennings

I felt]

love them.

but it was basically Todd trying to cheer me up, and me not

giving an inch.

Brad Jennings is the editor of the Ogle County Life.

building rose like a phoenix. It was a
monument to Rochelle’s commitment
to education. 1872 saw an enroll-
ment of 314 students. 1874
witnessed a graduating class of
three. By 1878, the school saw
21 students graduating from
high school.

Education saw many chang-
es. In the 1880s a teacher only
needed an eighth-grade educa-
tion to teach through the el-
ementary grades. With a budget
that did not exceed $11,000 in
any year before 1900, teachers were
poorly paid and individually made
$300-600 a year.

The school system took a major
leap ahead in the period from 1893 to
1903. Superintendent C.F. Philbrook
implemented a curriculum that estab-
lished Rochelle as an accredited learn-
ing establishment. The opening of
the Northern Illinois Normal School
in DeKalb raised the quality of the
instructors to match the new improved
requirements for graduation.

Conflicts between the school board
and Mr. Philbrook caused a parting of
ways. Philbrook left in 1903 and sev-
eral teachers followed him to Arizona.
Rochelle High School moved to its

Tom
McDermott

from Todd

I can seriously still see us sitting there, him to my left, as
the bus rumbled around the neighborhood dropping kids off.
I was not mean to Todd — it was impossible to be short with
such a nice guy. But my dark mood stayed in place.

The next morning, when I got to school, I learned that nice,
sweet, friendly Todd had been hit by a car and killed
after he got home from school. We talked about him in
class that day, our teacher guiding us as we went through
what happened and we spoke of our thoughts about the
event and about Todd. As you can imagine, this was a
very traumatic event in our young lives.

I'said very little. I was crushed. [ was worried that his
last memory was a sour kid named Brad he sat next to
on the bus. I cried a lot that day, for Todd and because

had let him down.

Now, that event didn’t necessarily change me. [ was a
kid and kids can be emotional and moody. But over the
years I have kept my memories of Todd close, and the lessons
I learned from him are with me always.
* Try to be kind to people, even if you don’t want to be.

It can be hard sometimes, but kindness is worth it. Always.
* A smile is a much better look on your face than a frown
or a scowl. The world is full or grumpy people these days
who complain about everything. Don’t be one of those people.
* Look for things we have in common and focus on those,
not our differences. We seem to be so dug in right now, that
our country is an “us vs. them.” It is not. We are all in this
together and we need to be thoughtful of that.
* Thank people for the nice things they do. Hug those you
love. And always, always, let those you love know that you

I stared at the ceiling and wondered what kind of life Todd
would have had. What kind of person he would have been.
Where he would be right now. It made me sad.

But it also reminded me of something very simple: Life is
short. Don’t waste it being divisive and negative. As much
as you can, make it good for you and for those around you.

own building on North Seventh Street
in 1921. The Seventh Street high
school saw major additions in 1942,
1954, and 1970.

A new high school was constructed
on Flagg Road and the old school was
demolished in 2005. As the commu-
nity grew, schools were added. The
south side school was erected in 1909.
The name was changed to Lincoln
School in 1915. The old Lincoln
School was closed and a new Lincoln
School was opened at 1450 20th St.
in 2013. In 1937, the three-story brick
Central School was demolished. In
1938, a new Central School was built
at 444 N. Eighth St. Tilton School
came online in 1950 at 1059 N. Ninth
St. May School was constructed in
1959 at 1038 N. Second St. Rochelle
Middle School began taking students
in 1964 at 111 School Ave.

Over the years there have been
many additions and improvements to
the schools of Rochelle. One thing has
never changed, the commitment of
the community to provide the oppor-
tunity for a first-class education.

Tom McDermott is a Flagg Town-
ship Museum Historian and Rochelle
city councilman.

VOICE ON THE
STREET

Question:

What was your favorite

Christmas gift that you

received or gave during
the holiday?

“Gift certificate to Basil
Tree.”
Allen Huhn

“Socks. New socks are
the best.”
Justin Huels

“The greatest gift of all,
disappointment.”
Cody Dale

“I'was so excited to give
my sister-in-law a “leave a
note” puppy-themed mail-
box that was my gran’s
(who my sister-in-law
loved so much and vice-
versa). I found it stuck
under a drawer in the
garage while cleaning at
my parents. I spent time
cleaning it up so it looked
as new as possible and
then I had it for months.
1 couldn’t wait to give it to
her. Priceless.”

Lois Gittleson

How to contact KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

gove.rn ment * Denotes Chairman/President

officials

U.S. Con. Adam Rochelle City Council Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Kinzinger *John Bearrows jbearrows@rochelleil.us

1218 Longworth HOB Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Washington, D.C. Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org

20515 Rosaclia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org

(202) 225-3635 Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Tom McDermott tmcdermott@rochelleil.us Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org

John Gruben
IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

Steve Builta

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey

Ashley Jackson
Stephanie White
Eric Van Hise
Trisha Vaughn

jegruben@rochelleil.us

dcillini94@gmail.com Lloyd Droege ldroege@oglecounty.org
sbuilta@gmail.com Jamey Sulser jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow gsparrow(@oglecounty.org

eric.vanhise@gmail.com

Joe Lenkaitis

Ogle County Board Dist. 3

Ogle County Board Dist. 4

jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

jrvtlv02@msn.com

IL Rep. Tom Demmer Javier Zepeda jzepeda@rthsd212.org Skip Kenney skenney@oglecounty.org
314 Capitol Kim Whalen kwhalen@oglecounty.org
Springfield, IL 62706 Rochelle Township High School Board _

*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org Creston Village Board
(217) 7820535 Carol Hayenga carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com

Bill Ravnaas

Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org *Tom Byro tommyb_47@yahoo.com

Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org Greg Hopkins ghopkins522@comcast.net

Have a letter you want Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org Steve Katzman skatzman@essex1.com

to submit to us? Send Brian VanVickle brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org Mike Kerns ac.kerns@comcast.net
it to (news@rochelle- Mark Hibshman

Curt Ward caward92@comcast.net

news-leader.com

bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org

Bruce McKinney

Jennifer Payton

bmckinney@oglecounty.org

Hillcrest Village Board

*Randy Salsbury rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball tball@hillcrestil.us

Renee Kerwin rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow

Joanna Patrick
Susan Rothenberger
Scott Seebach
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle

Eric Gruben

Susan Hagar

Jim Kenney

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comecast.net
susanhager303@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow

dickow(@comcast.net

Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comecast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net

Sheri Klindera
Susan Sevedge
Darci Waltrip

alwayslefty2(@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly

will not be published. Political

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should

be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between the writer and a business

endorsements will be published,

however letters rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (PO. Box 46, Rochelle,
IL61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.
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Calendar

Dec. 2 - Martha Landa, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 3 - Deb Julifs, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 4 - Henry Hall, Sycamore, $25

Dec. 5 - Jodi Ziegler, Oregon, $50

Dec. 6 - Lois Hultgren, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 7 - Matt Thimjon - Rochelle Foods, $25
Dec. 8 - Amy Kerns, Creston, $25

Dec. 9 - Brandy Scarbrough, Creston, $25
Dec.

10 - Jeremy Cover, Dixon, $25

Dec. 11 - Jackleen Potts, Rochelle, $25

- ¢ARM FREs
J —PRODUCE— .

Dec. 12 - Steve Berg, Orlando, Fla., $50

Dec. 13 - Nancy Vogl, Oregon, $25

Tilton School collects donations for Rochelle Rescue Mission

Dec. 14 - Janet Boyle, Byron, $25

During the month of December, the students and staff of Tilton School collected money and toiletry donations
for the Rochelle Rescue Mission. They collected $500 in addition to the numerous items. Pictured with a few of
the Tilton School students are Becky Cox, principal, Dan Sergeant, Rochelle Rescue
Mission board member and Will McKinney, fourth grade teacher.

Dec. 15 - Matt Boehle, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 16 - Mary Anne Louis, Rochelle, $25

—— - - T — Dec. 17 - Beth Thacker, Poplar Grove, $25
- Birthdavs & Anniversaries - ? Dec. 18 - Chrissy Smardo, Steward, $25
L=y
~ - Dec. 29 Jan.8 Jan. 20 Dec. 19 - Cindy Knight, Ashton, $50
Kelsey Rogers Graciela Perez Noelia Lopez -
= Dec. 31 Xavier Villalobos Harold & Kathy Sanders 2 Dec. 20 - Cyndi Cunningham, Rochelle, $25
- e Jamey & Nicole King Jan.9 Hailey Losoya ‘.>
- Ruth Allen Cheyenne Pourchot Jan. 23 =) Dec. 21 - Jake Mason, Dixon, $25
- Hayleigh Jones Jan. 11 Michele Perez -
<E Jan. 1 Troy Martinez Victoria Lopez - -~ Dec. 22 - Shawn Enoch, Cedar Siding, $25
S - Dave Jones Kathy Sanders Odessa Waters —
- - Jan.3 Christina Jones Jan. 24 = Dec. 23 - Jessica Aldridge, Aurora, Colo., $25
- Justin Sandoval Jan. 13 Terry Dodillet =
Jan.5 Judy Messer Kelly Arnold i Dec. 24 - Mary M. Bernardin, Compton, $25
- o Grace Yates Jan. 14 Jan.25 —
: Alaina Eubankz Jeannie Boeck Nikki Greenfield - > Dec. 25 - Nancy Larsen, Rochelle, $1,000
S Jan.6 Haley Thompson Ashton Arwood - ‘ . . .
Debbie Bonacquisti Jan. 15 Jan. 28 . : Dec. 26 - Kathleen Dippner, Davis Junction, $50
- - Jan.7 Kami South Peggy Futrell = Dec. 27 - Mitzi Adams, Rochelle, $25
gl Elaina Phillips Trenton South Jan. 29 :-‘. ec. ams, Rochetle,
o< Gary Phillips Jan. 19 Nayeli Ramirez = Dec. 28 - Shane M. @ Clark-Dietrich, Rochelle, $25
Summer Coffman Kevin South
< o TN ek em e
- - - B e - - g Y = Dec. 29 - Erin and Michael Weiss, Naperville, $25

>

Coffee Break

King Crossword

ACROSS
1 Steal from

4 Highlander

8 Streamlet
12 Historic peri-

od
13 String

14 Tom Joad, for

one

15 Bridgetown's
island

17 "lt's — real!"

18 Intends

19 Tropical fruit
20 Jazz genre
22 Piece of work

24 Priests' gar-
ments

25 "Excellent
work!"

48

29 Espionage 49
org.

51

30 Spectrum 51 UK. fliers
creator

31 Ms. Thurman DOWN

32 Wavering 1 Civil War sol-

34 Twain hero dier

35 Sharptooth 2 Man-mouse

36 Clearheaded link

37 Cream-filled 3 Whom Pilate
pastries pardoned

40 Arrive 4 Rascal

41 Jai — 5 Atlantic

42 Chocolatey catches
frozentreat 6 Granada gold

46 Give up 7 QB stats

47 Carry on 8 Hearty

48 Citrus drink 9 Furniture

49 Crystal gazer brand

50 Eye part 10 Actor

Schreiber

11 Sultry Horne

16 Life stories

19 Site of Apra
Harbor

20 "Coffee
Cantata"
composer

21 Writer Wiesel

22 Rubber gas-
ket

23 Nuisance

25 Mom's mom

26 Placeto geta
fruit smoothie

27 Hotel chain

28 Combo

30 School orgs.

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

33 Not as certain

34 Seethe

36 Theater boxes

37 Campaign-
funding gps.

38 Fonda's bee-
keeper role

39 Lose color

40 406, in
Roman
numerals

42 Calendar
abbr.

43 Eg. and Syr.,
once

44 Oklahoma city

45 Ump

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

7 5 3
6 Ea 8
S5 8 1 9
4 2 3
1 94 7
9 8 7 5
3 S5 1 2
9 7 6
2 6 3

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ &

€ Moderate @ € Challenging
@ e e HOO BOY!

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

~ ™

Clue: K equals R
QAA LFW KWQJT-LV-UJKPME
XKVJYHLD PM LFPD DYXWKRQKEWL
HVRW PM NVLLAWD VMAT.
PL‘D DV YM-HQMMT.

K ©2021 King Features Synd., Inc. /
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Jan 11 National Day of Human

Trafficking Awareness

Teacher Institute; final exam

mak
eup day Jan 17 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Holiday no classes @ RTHS/

Second Semester begins 8:05 135

am to 3:05 pm

Follow the FLEX schedule., Jan 18 5:30 pm Board of Education

Classes dismiss 2:15 & buses in Gallery

run 3:05

Kishwaukee College Spring
classes begin

Interstate 8 Conference

R Speech
; ., : P meet Jan 22 Downers Grove Speech Meet

Last day to change your Jan 29

‘ R
i schedule via e on ockford Jefferson Speech

Meet

‘:' £ g -

S Y wm gy fﬁ:‘r‘;‘i%é;?‘ PO

Ti t l Ee 7 Sy R W
Ime to apply S B G

to NHS

:

& UNIORS and seniors with a grade point [
. average of 3.5 or higher will be invited to | *
: apply for membership in the National Honor }

;' Society. If you are interested in being part of |~
¥l this elite group, continue working towards a
"] cumulative GPA of at least 3.5. That’s the first step
] in this process.

The pillars of NHS are Scholarship, Leadership, |
Service, and Character. Anditisonthe application fi< 7
, | you will showcase your strengths in these areas.

If you meet the 3.5 GPA criteria and receive the
-1 invitation, complete the NHS applicationform.One
] section asks about your community service. You
| have many opportunities for community service
i] at RTHS. Check the Silver Service bulletin board P
] outside E122. A few examples: write Christmas |

—

.'." \;\‘ ..”.'.z a5
et *_', ) ?,(’“K/ &.&'_" [ ?.‘5“ ;,‘; '?ui‘-'['» “,
‘1"! ” ; 4;. ?‘., Wy Py \ .:u‘ ‘. Y ;7‘ %) -

b

notes in cards for nursing home residents, ring a YOUR CELL PHONE GOES P
» bell for Salvation Army, volunteer at a food bank, EVERYWHERE WITH YOU :
24 or shovel snow for a neighborhood veteran. k
| Please document your community service on SO DOES YOUR ;_',
Silver Service forms available in the main office - p

or on the NHS bulletin board outside Mrs. Prose’s
*] math classroom. Please complete the simple

Silver Service forms and turn them in. Your hours
/| are recorded on your transcripts. Claim forms are
»1 in the main office and on the NHS bulletin board
7l outside of Mrs. Prose’s room A207.

HONOR SOCIETY

Follow the link to the NHS

- application from the school’s ;?e/fi L
+| website: http://www.rthsd212. |\ 7 g\ |
41 org/national-honors-society. Direct “5 L e 'f "
questions to NHS Advisor Mrs. Prose. ¥ ookt O‘NLO#%}OUR MSBVILE ~
T /R w0 =

.%iYOU

L. _ 7@ Central Bank
_."r“ 2 N : ‘ \
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We fave
HUBCITY -
= ‘ = mallnedd for
FURNITURE ~-
Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 429-£ 0 Rochelle, lllinc
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com 315-562-8765 » hu 2.C0

VisA WEE d ! ] .
01252021 e 9am-4p at 9a p & Mon Closed

ADVERTISE YOUR § .
BUSINESS HERE! e

Great Rate - Great Spot!

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29, 2021

SPORTS

RTHS Girls Basketball

Dixon tourney tips off

Luxton leads Rochelle with 15 points in 49-35 loss against Rockford Christian

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER - SECTION 2 « PAGE 1

HART STEPPING UP

RTHS alum James Hart has earned a
greater role with the NCC football team.

See page 3 for more details

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DIXON — A fast start
allowed the Rochelle Lady
Hub varsity basketball
team to gain the early lead
over Rockford Christian
during the opening round
of the KSB Dixon Holiday
Classic.

Rochelle’s pick-and-roll
offense proved successful
during the first quarter,
with four different players
knocking down shots to
give the Lady Hubsa 13-10
lead. But the Royal Lions
wore Rochelle down as the
game progressed, utilizing
their three-quarter-court
press defense and transi-
tion attack to dominate the
second half and take down
the Lady Hubs 49-35.

“I thought we came out
strong and we were hot
to begin the game,” head
coach Ryan McQuade said.
“I thought we took our foot
off the pedal and we al-
lowed Rockford Christian
to get back into the game.
We allowed them to be the
aggressors on both ends of
the floor and when that hap-
pens, it’s tough to stop the
momentum from continu-
ing to spiral downward.”

SeniorAdriannah Davis-

in the first quarter, while
junior Torrin Nantz made
two 3-pointers in the first
half to stretch the floor for
the Lady Hubs. Nantz’s sec-
ond triple was Rochelle’s
only basket of the second
quarter, however, with the
Royal Lionssneakingahead
17-16 at halftime.

“We looked like we had
been off fora while because
of the holiday,” McQuade
said. “I thought our defense
looked sharp toward the
beginning of the game, but
I thought we grew tired as
the game went on and we
started to get heavy legs.
That’s when we started to
allow those cuts into the
lane and when thathappens,
the other team’s able to get
some easy looks attherim.”

With senior guard Tess
Combs leading the attack,
Rockford Christian upped
the pace during the third
quarter, scoring on sev-
eral transition layups and
forcing multiple Rochelle
turnovers in the three-
quarter-court press defense.
The Royal Lions led 32-22
entering the fourth quarter,
where senior forward Abby
Luxton shined for the Lady
Hubs, hitting three shots
including an old-fashioned
3-point play for seven of

Carter converted a pair of herteam-leading 15 points. ' T (PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

mid-range jumpers to give Junior Torrin Nantz looks to make a move around Rockford Christian’s Nina Salamone during the Rochelle
Rochelleanoffensiveboost See GIRLS page 6 Lady Hub varsity basketball game against the Royal Lions on Monday.

RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs surrender lead against Woodstock North

Thunder erase early deficit to edge Rochelle 58-56 in E.C. Nichols finale

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MARENGO—Senior
Ryan Simmons converted
atrio of 3-pointers to spark
the Rochelle Hub varsity
basketball team during
its final game of the E.C.
Nichols Holiday Classic
on Thursday.

Simmons scored nine
of his team-high 17 points
in the first quarter, allow-
ing the Hubs to take a 22-
11 lead over Woodstock
North. Rochelle struggled
to make shots as the game
progressed, however, with
the Thunder’s 2-3 zone
defense proving highly
effectiveina 58-56 victory
over the Hubs. Rochelle
(5-8, 2-1 Interstate 8) fin-
ished with a 1-3 record at
the tournament.

“Ryan got off to a fast
start, but they tried slow-
ing us down by extending
a2-3 zone defense and that
absolutely worked,” head
coach Tim Thompson
said. “We started turning
the ball over too much
and we finished with over
20 turnovers for the third
straight game. We’re not
putting ourselves in po-
sitions to win games by

turning the ball over as
much aswearerightnow.”

Woodstock North slow-
ly worked its way back
into the game, bring-
ing Rochelle within four
points by halftime with
the Hubs leading 31-
27. Despite cold shoot-
ing from the perimeter,
Rochelle couldn’t cut
through the Thunder’s
zone defense, which uti-
lized its length and quick
rotations to force several
turnovers. Behind senior
guard Rex White, who led
Woodstock North with 17
points, the Thunder took
their first lead near the end
of the third quarter.

“It’s on ourkids to keep
players from penetrating,”
Thompson said. “We’ve
gotten into trouble when
we allow the first player to
get into the lane. [White]
hita couple of tough shots
near the end of that game,
but the big issue we had in
the game was how badly
we were outrebounded
on the offensive end.
They destroyed us there
and they were able to get
multiple shots during each
possession.”

See BOYS page 3

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Noah Brown dribbles toward Woodstock North’s Rex White during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball
game against the Thunder on Thursday. Brown scored 13 points in the game.
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Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning,
Drinking water systems, Water Heaters,
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

Since 1976 —-—LE””ax

) One less thing to worry about
Like us on

Facsbook 621 First Ave., Rochelle
Lic# 055-013999 815-562-8784 P

A Hello,
3e neighbor!

Huber Ins and Fin Sves Inc Please stop hy and say Hl'
Shane B Huber, Agent forinsurance and

1211 CurrencyCt ~ finandial services.
Rochelle, IL 61068 lee a ood nelghhor State Farm is there.®
Bus: 815-562-7011 CALL METODAY.

o StateFarm®
1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

F
DLX CMULI; dical

Caring for your Diana Aanis, D

family’s health from _
infant to adults.

For appointment, please call

815-227-9594

1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068
Most Insurance Accepted

Local People Providing Local Service

(R Rochelle

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

\Waters\Waste\Wwater,
ElectricleGommunications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman

8157°5614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

R Chelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

" anpersoN | WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. %

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Hart’s leadership shines
at North Central College

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

James Hart was a scout-team

freshman for the North Central
College football team when the Cardinals
defeated Wisconsin-Whitewater to win the
2019 NCAA Division III National Cham-
pionship at Woodforest Bank Stadium in
Shenandoah, Texas.

Two years later, Hart and the North Cen-
tral College team returned to the Division
III national championship, also known as
the Stagg Bowl, for a showdown against
Mary Hardin-Baylor at Tom Benson Hall
of Fame Stadium in Canton, Ohio. Long
removed from the scout team, Hart suited
up and competed alongside his Cardinal
teammates under the bright lights for a
nationally televised game, something Hart
had dreamt about ever since he was a kid.

“We had an awesome season and it felt
great to play football again after a one-year
hiatus,” Hart said. “We had the chance to
practice inside the stadium during the week
which was an awesome experience and
we were able to see the Pro Football Hall
of Fame. It was an awesome game. There
were ESPN cameras all around us and the
entire bottom half ofthe stadium was filled
with fans. It was always my dream as a kid
to play football on TV.”

While the Cardinals fell just short of
victory, North Central finished the season
with a 13-1 record that included a victory
over rival Wheaton College in the Battle
for the Little Brass Bell as well as a road
win over perennial Division Il powerhouse
Mount Union. Despite not having a 2020
season due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
Hartdidn’tstop working over the offseason,
dropping roughly 40 pounds while earning
practice reps on both offense and defense.

Hart eventually settled into a second-
stringrole as a center and right guard during
the 2021 season, often entering the game
due to several blowout victories by the
Cardinals. The former Rochelle football
standout also started on special teams as
a lineman on field-goal and extra-point
attempts. After appearing in all 14 games
this fall, Hart said his goals for next sea-
son are to crack the starting lineup on the
offensive line and return to the national
championship.

“I earned a lot of game reps with the
second unit during the season so I was
able to gain a lot of experience for next
season,” Hart said. “It was awesome to
be elevated from the scout team and go
through the process of learning the scout-
ing report, watching film and preparing for
the opponent. I’ve changed my body in a
lot of ways from when [ was a freshman
and I’m always wanting to get stronger
and faster and further develop my body
to play college football.”

Inaddition to his physical growth, Hart’s

F ORMER Rochelle student-athlete

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Former Rochelle student-athlete James
Hart has earned a greater role with the
North Central College football team.

leadership growth has earned himarole on
the team’s leadership council, also known
as the Eagle Council, where he and about
20 other players serve as liaisons between
the players and the coaching staff. Hart
was also one of only 40 student-athletes
across the nation to be both nominated and
selected to attend the 2022 NCA A Division
I Student Immersion Program in India-
napolis, Indiana as a student ambassador.

“It was awesome to be a part of the
leadership council and learn how the up-
perclassmen approach leadership given
how much experience they have,” Hart
said. “The North Central program has done
an excellent job of preparing me for my
future and I think the program has helped
prepare for entering the workforce and
working alongside people with different
beliefs and backgrounds. Football is a
great game that brings people together for
a common goal.”

Hart will receive an all-expense paid
trip next month to the NCA A Convention,
where the Division III Student Immersion
Program will be held. While there, Hart
will have the opportunity to network with
administrators and other officials working
inintercollegiate athletics. Hart, who’s cur-
rently majoring in sport management with
aminor in marketing, said his goals are to
earn a master’s degree and pursue a career
in professional or intercollegiate athletics.
His dream job is to be an NFL. GM.

“It’s going to be an awesome experi-
ence to network with other students and
administrators so [ can learn about Division
III athletics even more,” Hart said. “I was
really excited to be recommended for this
opportunity. I love that aspect of the game.
Football has always been my life and I’ve
always wanted to work in football. I think
that’s what I canbe good atand I’ve always
aspired to work with athletes, whether that
be professionally or at the college level.”

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
WE DO IT ALL!

* Transmissions « Tie Rods -« Engines
« Struts/Shocks « & More! . Ball Joints

MASTERBEND F

Hwy 251 North (221 Powers Road)
1 Mile North of Rochelle in Hillcrest

AtlasAutoZ

BUY HERE - PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

o 010-062-1033
Espano

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am

Call us for a ride: 815-562-5050
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068
hubcityseniorcenter.com

HUB-REMSEN

PRINT GROUP
101 Maple Ave ® Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 ® hub-remsen.com

D

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-lohnson
Electric

Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial
) FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

We are
Ogle
County’s

: only
GM Dealer!

+ Collision Repair *Rental Cars
+ 24 Hour Towing + Maintenance On All Makes
+ New/Preowned Vehicles and Models
« Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

JEFFPERRY

CHEVROLET « BUICK « CADILLAC « JEEP « CHRYSLER
815-562-8787 - www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

562-3312

We're tuned in To your —
Dine-in * Carry-out

financial needs!

- 8ix locations 'I"'r
it st
- 25,000+ ATMs across the U.S.! ;"

191“
- Free checking account options /\ &ir

including Student Checking | & \
« Stillman Mobile App f \
featuring mobile deposit* l‘q V=Y i )
- Free Pre-approvals E
- Local lenders, local decisions

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N

Rochelle, IL 61068 Stillman
(815) 562-8792 B BANK o
www.meyersfurniture.com S i = =

-
MEYERS

FURNITURE & F’LDOR[NG

+ Large menu of foods

+ Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket

« Hand dipped ice cream i 2%
(16f|avors) w

Pizreria and Italian Restaurant

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping s

PIZZAS 4

1115 Turkington Terrace

Raochelle, Illinois E’ "DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT g

251 N. ROCHELLE ° 562-6039 i‘

uuuuuuuuu

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

VISA| Bear i Wine Dine In Only ¢
SALES « PARTS - SERVICE
Driveways, EETOLM © Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities

H IUJ' S [mm] 1030 South 7th Street
LT Gl © Custom Built Homes

® Additions 800.262.1680
e 815-561-0099 www.johnsontractor.com ;

Established 1997 Licensed & Insured 50015

Construction, Inc.
Residential & Commercial Roofing

 Shingled Roof:
Residentia, Concrete [pSshelComvieals
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(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Cooper Hasz passes out of the post during the Rochelle Hub varsity

basketball game against Woodstock North on Thursday.

BOYS: Hubs lose last game
of holiday tournament

From page 1

“We shot about 50 per-
centon 2-pointers, butthey
had twice as many shots.”

The Hubs nearly fell
behind by double digits
before fighting back near
the end of the fourth quar-
ter, with senior forward
Cooper Hasz battling for
offensive rebounds to
give Rochelle extra pos-
sessions. As the clock

wound down, Hasz forced
aturnover ona Woodstock
North inbounds pass, but
a last-second shot from
Simmons to win the game
rimmed out as time ex-
pired. Senior Noah Brown
finished with 13 points
for Rochelle, while Hasz
totaled eight points.
“I’vebeen pleased with
the way Cooper has played
and he gave us a chance to
win at the end by getting

his hands on the ball,”
Thompson said. “He’s
been a beast on the boards
for us. When it comes
down to rebounding, it’s
all about heart and when I
went back and watched the
film, I saw that we’re not
doingagoodjob of putting
abody on guys. We have a
lot of kids with length, but
we’re not really physical
and our kids are going to
have to get over that. “

RTHS Wrestling

Hubs secure conference
wins over Morris, Sandwich
Rochelle improves to 11-4 on season

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MORRIS — The Ro-
chelle Hubvarsity wrestling
team remained unbeaten in
Interstate 8 Conference
dual matches on Thurs-
day, defeating both Morris
and Sandwich on the road
Thursday morning. Ro-
chelle (11-4, 4-0 Interstate
8) took down the Redskins
57-24 in the first dual of
the meet before upending
the Indians 44-21 to finish
the afternoon with a sweep.

Morris

Ella McDonnell won
by fall in the first period to
take the 106-pound bout
for the Redskins. Rochelle
scored its first four points
of the dual when freshman
Xavier Villalobos recorded
four takedowns, one rever-
sal and one near-fall in a
12-1 major decision over
Brandon Anderson in the
113-pound bout. Fresh-
man Joseph Nadig gave
the Hubs the lead in the
120-pound bout, earning
three near-falls and three
takedownsina 16-1 techni-
cal fall over Ian Wills.

Rochelle received four
consecutive forfeits for
sophomore Riley Dam-
ask, junior Wesley Brown,
sophomore Alex Burke and
freshman Grant Gensler for
the 126-pound, 132-pound,
138-pound and 145-pound
bouts. Senior Caleb Nadig
dominated the 152-pound
bout against Tyler Semlar,
recording five takedowns
and two near-falls before
winning with a second-
period pin.

Freshman Brandyn
Metzger and sophomore
Brock Metzger scored

COMMUNITY BOARD

consecutive pins during the
160-pound and 170-pound
bouts, with Brandyn defeat-
ing Ethan Morrissy and
Brock taking down C.J.
Shaheer. The Redskins then
recorded two consecutive
pins of their own, with
Josh Loza and Jorge Loza
winning the 182-pound and
195-pound bouts. Freshman
Kaiden Morris needed only
22 secondsto pin Daniel Ri-
ley and win the 220-pound
bout for the Hubs.

Morris won the
285-pound bout, with Jus-
tin Hemmersbach pinning
in the first period.

Sandwich

Freshman Jimmy
Chavez received a for-
feit for the Hubs in the
106-pound bout before
freshman Xavier Villalobos
compiled five takedowns,
one reversal and one near-
fall to defeat Ashlyn Strenz
by 14-3 major decision in
the 113-pound bout. Fresh-
man Joseph Nadig took the
120-pound bout, scoring
five takedowns and one
escape in a 11-5 decision
against Kadin Kern.

Sandwich’s Miles Cord-
erand Sy Smitheach pinned
to win the 126-pound and

I\Ieed ta yet the word aut ahout C] product

I

..

=5 i - or servn:e you. affer7 R
lilve us a call at 8 15-552-4 17 I ;-.-; ¥

We can reach aver 9 000 hames. .

Cabmetry

All Domestic Hardwoods

Painted Cabinets ||

FISHER'S HARDWOOD

)

Gene Fisher
Hillcrest, IL

Quality Kitchen & Bath Cabinets at Reasonable Prices
Get a free bid and compare

Oak « Maple « Hickory « Cherry « Ash « Walnut

» Plywood Cases, Dovetail Drawers, Softclose Hinges & Glides
» Commercial Quality Finishes

+ Custom Widths & Heights With No Upcharge

« Painted Cabinets With 100’s of Color Choices

Please Call for Appointments
(815) 761-1531

ROOFING & SIDING CO., INC.
———

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

ALL ALUMINUM
* Will Not Rust, Chip Or Peel
¢ Most Colors Available
¢ Manufactured On The Job

257 W. Stephenie Dr., Cortland

f 815-758-8998 8

@SX‘ X (o
NS

sa\e&eglo ‘S\\

« Stock & Custom Design
« Many Options Available

Structures

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Competitive Pricing
+ Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

R

Quality Service-Free Estimates |

132-pound bouts for the
Indians. Sophomore Alex
Burke took a forfeit for
the Hubs in the 138-pound
boutbefore freshman Grant
Gensler outlasted Gabe
Galvan for a 5-1 decision
in the 145-pound bout. In
a competitive 152-pound
bout between top-ranked
state wrestlers, Sandwich’s
Aidan Linden (No. 3 Class
1A) overcame a 3-0 deficit
to edge senior Caleb Nadig
(No. 5 Class 2A) by 6-5
decision.

Freshman Brandyn
Metzger scored a second-
period pin against Nolan
Bobeetowinthe 160-pound
bout before sophomore
Brock Metzger followed
with a second-period pin
against Bryce Deckertowin
the 170-pound bout. Fresh-
man Jack Pavlak received a
forfeitto winthe 182-pound
bout, with Sandwich’s Alex
Alfaro pinning to win the
195-pound bout for the
Indians.

Freshman Kaiden Morris
totaled four takedowns and
anear-fall to defeat Connor
Holly by 10-0 major deci-
sion in the 220-pound bout.
Junior Jaden Cook took a
forfeit in the 285-pound
bout.

Anderson

Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

LENNOX

Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Lic.#058-087891

51 www.theisenroofing.com

HULL

o

HVAC & Household Services

1 get a FREE carbon monoxide test. |

Furnaces -  Air Conditioners -  Boilers
Duct Cleaning Water Heaters GRea
i Precision Furnace ! 5
' Clean & Check : Ask about our complete '
$15 00 home duct cleaning.
e UU |
e 815-561-6551

www.HullHVAC.com

Bruns

Construction, Inc.

«Shingled Roofs Flat Roofs
s\Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
sCustom Built Homes *Additions

561-0099

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Residential
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

779.861.3542

R.r

What Service
Do You Offer?

962-4171

The Rochelle News-Leader

Expires: 04/30
----------------------------- >
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PRIME TIME

How to create structure after retirement

ROFESSION-
PALS typically
look forward to
retirement and the freedom
that comes with it. The no-
tion that commuting and
deadlines will one day be a
distant memory is enough
to make anyone excited for
retirement. But when the
day to leave the daily grind
behind arrives, many retir-
ees admit to feeling a little
anxiety about how they’re
going to find structure.

Retirementisabigtransi-
tion, and Robert Delamon-
tagne, PhD, author of the
2011 book “The Retiring
Mind: How to Make the
Psychological Transition
to Retirement,” notes that
some retirees experience
anxiety, depression and
even a sense of loss upon
calling it a career. Some
of those feelings can un-
doubtedly be traced to the
perceived lack of purpose
some individuals feel after
retiring. Withoutajobtodo
each day, people can begin
to feel useless. Overcom-
ing such feelings can be
difficult, but finding ways
to build daily structure can
make thetransitiontoretire-
ment go smoothly.

Find something to truly
engage in. Professionals
who truly enjoy their work
tend to be fully engaged, so
it’s no surprise if such indi-
vidualshaveahardtimead-
justing to retirement. Some

may suggest volunteering
can help fill the void created
by retirement, but research-
ers with the Sloan Center on
Aging and Work at Boston
College have found that
only those individuals who
are truly engaged in their
post-retirement volunteer-
ing enjoy the psychological
benefits of such pursuits. So
before retirees dive right in
to volunteering as a means
to creating structure, they
should first exercise due
diligence and find an oppor-

tunity they’ll find genuinely
engaging.

Embrace the idea of
“bridge employment.”
“Bridge employment” is
the name given to the trend
that has seen retired indi-
viduals take on part-time
or temporary employment
after they have retired
from full-time working.
COVID-19 has no doubt
skewed post-retirement
working statistics since the
World Health Organization
first declared a pandemic

in March 2020, but a 2019
survey from the LIMRA
Secure Retirement Institute
found that 27 percent of
pre-retirees with at least
$100,000 in assets planned
to work part-time in retire-
ment. Even part-time work
can provide enough daily
structure to help retirees
feel as though each day is
not just a free-for-all.
Make a concerted effort
tobemoresocial. Volunteer-
ing and working are not the
only waysto create structure

A

in retirement. A concerted
effort to be more social
can help retirees fill their
days with interactions with
like-minded individuals
who may be experiencing
the same feelings. Join a
book club, a local nature
group that goes on daily or
semi-daily morning hikes or
anotherlocal community or-
ganization. These are great
ways to build structure and
meet new people. Retirees
can create social media
accounts to find local com-

munity groups that cater
to their interests. Even if
it seems hard to believe,
plenty of retirees are seek-
ing to create structure in
retirement life, and social
media can make it easier to
findsuchindividualsinyour
community.

Structure and retirement
may seem like strange bed-
fellows. But many retirees
seek structure after calling it
acareer, and there are many
fun ways to create more
organization in their lives.

Travel perks

AVING madeit
to their golden
years, seniors

enjoy not only the privi-
lege of earned wisdom, but
also a few perks that come
with aging. Many adults
who havereached a certain
age are entitled to an array
of discounts, which take
into consideration seniors’

fixed retirement incomes.
Discounts are available on
various services, including
many travel options.

Seniors have a lot of
time to devote to recre-
ational pursuits. This listof
available travel discounts
can help seniors get the
most bang for their vaca-
tion bucks.

FEARER NYE
& CHADWICK

420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL
www.fnclaw.com

12012020

and discounts

Airline tickets

Beforebooking aflight,
it is worth investigating if
a particular airline carrier
offers senior discounts.
The global pandemic
has changed how some
airlines do business, and
many have faced signifi-
cant adversity since early
2020. Airlines may offer
more affordable flights to
drum up business. In the
past, American Airlines,
Southwest Airlines, Brit-
ish Airlines, and United
Airlines have offered vari-
ous discounts for people
ages 65 and older.

Ground travel

Flying isn’t the only
mode of travel available.
AARP partners with vari-
ous car rental companies
to offer senior discounts.
Seniors also may be en-
titled to discounts of 5
percent or more on tickets
from Greyhound, Amtrak,
and Trailways. Seniors
who live in metropolitan
areas also may getreduced
fares on public buses and
trains through providers
like New York City’s Met-

HUB CITY SENIOR GENTER
ASSISTANGCE FOR SENIORS

* Meals on Wheels: 1-800-779-1189
* Transportation: 1-888-239-9228
» Energy Assistance: 1-800-323-5434

ropolitan Transportation
Authority.

Lodging

Getting there is one
thing, but seniors also
can receive discounts
on hotel stays or cruise
cabins. AARP reports
that many major hotel and
motel chains offer senior
discounts between 5 and
15 percent. Royal Carib-
bean has offered senior
discounts on selectsailings

——

and stateroom categories.
Smarter Travel notes that
most chains require travel-
ers to book directly rather
than through an online
booking agency/deal site
tobeeligible for discounts.

Dining out
Many restaurants, and
national chains in particu-
lar, offer senior discounts
with or without AARP
membership. Applebee’s
offers 10 to 15 percent off

for seniors

-

to those age 60 or older.
Brick House Tap & Tavern,
Carrabba’s Italian Grill,
Denny’s, IHOP, Outback
Steakhouse, and many
others provide discounts
or special senior pricing.

Tours and more

Seniors also can speak
with travel agents or book-
ing services about dis-
counts on sightseeing
tours and other vacation
excursions.

o Soe——cc
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- Depression/other behavioral related issues call Sinnissippi Centers:
1-815-562-3801

* Need help with your Benefit Access Application (formerly Circuit

Breaker), Medicare, housing, personal care, homemaking, heating/
cooling assistance Call Linda or Jill at Rock River Center:
1-800-541-5479
* For all other assistance such a grocery, medicine pickup, etc. for call:
1-815-757-3199

HUB CITY
SENIOR GENTER

401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com
08302020

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of lllinois (LSSI) offering =
—\ apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities. e

e —

r

Rent based
on 30% of a

* Secure Entry System

* Community room with kitchen

* Activities

* On-site coin operated laundry

* On-site management office

* Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
* On-site parking for residents

Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

Resident’s Adjusted
Gross Income

For more information, please call 815-562-1404

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

MANAGED BY:

$ Lutheran Social Services of Illinois

www.LSSI.org

&

01132019

EOUAL HOUSINS
OPPORTUHITY -
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Classified

FREE! ===
Marketplace &

Sell your household items for free.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

il

ROCHELLE -

101
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ogle County
Educational Cooperative
(OCEQ) maintains
temporary student
records on  students
with  disabilities who
have received special
education services while
attending the public
schools in Ogle County.
These records are
maintained at the OCEC
central office in Byron.
This notice is intended
only for those individuals
having birth dates during
the period of 1996, 1997,
1998, and 1999 who
have received special
education services.

OCEC advises as follows:
Any temporary student
records maintained
regarding your special
education services will
be destroyed effective
January 31, 2022.
These records may be
of assistance to former
students and they may
request the actual student
records, rather than the
records being destroyed.
Individuals wishing to
obtain their temporary
records must request such
no later than January 15,

2022 at the OCEC offices
at 417 N. Colfax St., Byron,
IL 61010. The OCEC will
continue to maintain
permanent records of
former  students on
compact discs. By Matt
Zilm, Director

No. 1201 (Dec. 6, 8,13, 15,
20,22,27,29)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on December
15, 2021, a certificate
was filed in the Ogle
County Clerk’s  Office
setting forth the names
and post office address
of all of the persons
owning, conducting and
transacting the business
known as: Soto’s Bargain,
100 S. Prairieland CT,
Rochelle, IL 61068.

Dated: December 15,
2021

Laura J. Cook, Ogle
County Clerk

No. 1229 (Dec. 22, 29, Jan.
5)

INTHE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

IN RE MATTER OF:

)

)

SALE OF REAL ESTATE BY

203
HELP WANTED

Now

Hiring

Office Admin

NIU Lorado Taft
seeking office support
specialist.
Full-time, weekday hours,
full benefit package
Apply at:
employment.niu.edu/postings/60848

County Life.

Ogle County region of northern

effective local media vehicles.

Jan. 15, 2022.

advertising.

following address:

Rewarding Sales Position
with Hiring Bonus!

If you have an outgoing personality,

an energetic get-it-done approach, and
enjoy helping clients build their business,
then you may be a perfect fit for a fun
and rewarding multimedia sales position
with the Rochelle News-Leader and Ogle

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service
current accounts and also help new clients in the

and services through a variety of highly visible, popular and

If you have a passion to get out of the office and meet with
clients on a regular basis to help grow their audience and
reach new customers, then we would like to talk to you
because this position may be right up your alley.

We have two positions to fill and are offering an incremental
hiring bonus up to $1,500 for candidates who can start by

Applicants should possess excellent communication and
organizational skills with a positive personality and team-play-
er approach. Previous media sales or related marketing
experience is a plus, including print, digital and social media

Sky is the limit on earning potential and career development
in this position. We offer a competitive base salary plus
commission, paid vacation, paid sick days, paid holidays,
excellent medical benefit plans, and 401-K options.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their resume to
Mike Feltes (mfeltes@oglecountylife.com) or mail it to the

Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Mike Feltes
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

lllinois market their products

HILLCREST -

)
)
FLAGG-ROCHELLE COM-
MUNITY
)
Case No. 2021-MC-1
PARK DISTRICT,
)
an lllinois Unit of Local
Government.
)
)
Petitioner.
)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING

Notice is hereby given by
the Board of Park Com-
missioners of FLAGG-RO-
CHELLE COMMUNITY
PARK DISTRICT that a
Petition for Leave to Sell
Certain Land has been
filed in the Circuit Court of
Ogle County pursuant to
the provisions of 70 ILCS
1235/1, et seq. request-
ing that the Court enter
Order directing that the
following described real
estate be sold and con-
veyed upon such terms
and conditions as the
Court may think proper:

Address: Part of 735 N.
2nd Street, Rochelle, IL
61068;

PIN:

Part of 24-24-402-010;

Legal Description: ~ All
of Lots 1 and 2 along with
parts of Lots 3,8,9, 10 and
the vacated alley between
said Lots in Block 2 of
Palmer’s Third Addition to
the City of Rochelle, Ogle
County, lllinois, described
as follows: Beginning at
the Northwest corner of
said Lot 1; thence North
88 degrees 33 minutes
11 seconds East on and
along the North line of
said Lot 1 and Lot 10, a
distance of 187.60 feet;
thence South 01 degrees
44 minutes 28 seconds
East, a distance of 66.00
feet to the South line of
said Lot 10; thence North
88 degrees 33 minutes
11 seconds East on and
along last name line, a dis-
tance of 41.81 feet; thence
South 01 degrees 44 min-
utes 28 seconds East, a
distance of 109.95 feet
to the North line of JW.
Tilton’s Eleventh Addition
to Rochelle, as recorded in
the Ogle County Record-
er's Office; thence South
88 degrees 17 minutes
32 seconds West on and
along last named line, a
distance of 229.42 feet to
the West line of said Lot
3; thence North 01 de-
grees 44 minutes 28 sec-
onds West on and along

CRESTON

the West line of said Lot
3, 2 and 1, a distance of
177.00 feet to the Point
of Beginning, containing
0.87 Acres, more or less.
Notice is further given
that a public hearing on
said Petition will be held
in the Circuit Court of
Ogle County, Ogle Coun-
ty Courthouse, Oregon,
Illinois, before his Honor,
Judge John B. Roe, IV, in
courtroom 302, on Thurs-
day, January 13, 2022, at
9:00 o'clock a.m., at which
time all persons interest-
ed in said Petition may
appear before said Circuit
Court either in person or
by attorney.

Dated this 23rd day of De-
cember, 2021.

BOARD OF COMMISSION-
ERS OF FLAGG-ROCHELLE
COMMUNITY PARK DIS-
TRICT, OGLE COUNTY, IL-
LINOIS, by FEARER, NYE &
CHADWICK, its attorneys,

Vad &

By.
Paul E. Chadwick

Ao

Prepared by:

Paul E. Chadwick
FEARER, NYE & CHAD-
WICK

Attorneys for Petitioner
420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068
815/562-2156
paul@fnclaw.com

No. 1236

(Dec. 29, 2021)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance!”

113

FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies  that do

business by phone can't

e STEWARD -

ask you to pay for credit
before you get it. For
more information, call
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance!”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

Care
Service.

Furman  Lawn
and Tree

Mowing, Hedge
Trimming, Painting,
Interior and Exterior.
Gutter Cleaning, Storm
Damage Clean up,
Spring and Fall and
Much More. In Business
Since 1999. Call Jeremy
Furman 815-761-9619.
Please Leave Message
Will Return Call ASAP.
Fully Insured. (TFN)

JNJ  JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House
Rentals Available Year
Round. Please Call 815-
784-4256 For Availability
or Visit us on Facebook.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, —may cause
to be published any
advertisement soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
it's care.

303
APPLIANCES

203

HELP WANTED

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
e Refrigerators ¢ Freezers

e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty.

S

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-874-2257 .......

Want To Teach Your Kids About

Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has two
openings for newspaper carriers.

* Must be 10 years or over
« 2 deliveries per week

» Most routes take less
than 45 minutes

* No collecting

* A great place to

teach your child about

responsibility - and the
rewards ofearning

their own spending money
« Adult carriers are
welcome, too!

Contact Wanda at the
Rochelle News-Leader
office
211 E. Hwy. 38,
561-2112

ROUTE 24-25
SOUTH 18T, 2ND 3RD
STREETS & AVENUE IN
BETWEEN
ROUTE 11-12
300-800 BLOCK N. 8TH ST.,
N. 9TH ST. & 10TH ST. AND
AVENUES
200-800 BLOCK N. 12TH ST,
N. 11TH ST AND
AVENUES IN BETWEEN
1100-1200 BLOCK
LINCOLN AVE.

H.O.P.t

For Free Help
or
Information
Call
815-562-8890
24 Hours

All Calls Are
Confidential.

Support,
Advocacy, Referral
Services,
Shelter for victims
of domestic
violence and their
children.
HOPE

of Ogle County

P.O. Box 131
Rochelle, IL 61068
Public Service
Announcement

NEWSPAPER  CARRIERS
Wanted. (Rochelle)
Several Routes Open.
Call 815-561-2112 For

More Information.

ASHTON - Bartenders
and Waitresses Needed,
Apply in Person at

Ralphie and Lulu’s. 812
Main Street in Ashton or
call 815-453-2103. (TFN)

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: |
pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper -$3
per Bundle. End Roll- Cost
Depends on Weight of
Roll. Available Monday-
Friday 8AM-NOON
ONLY. SEE RECEPTIONIST
AT FRONT COUNTER
Rochelle News-Leader.

TABLE and 6-Chairs with
leaf. $180 OBO 779-221-
4434, (12-29-21)

309

PETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to give
away to good homes.
Very friendly and good
mousers. Call Mike at
815-993-2234(12-29-21)

405

HOUSES FOR SALE
ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein
is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it

illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We will
not knowingly acceptany
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

KINGS -

ASHTON

INFORMATION

Office Hours:

8a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone:

815-562-4171

Fax:

815-562-2161

Email:
classifieds@rochellenews-leader.com
Address:

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle

Mail:

P.0.Box 46

Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: Thursday, 2 p.m.

Tuesday Shopping News: Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday News-Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following
7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:

® Rochelle News-Leader ® Ogle County Life ® Rochelle
Shopping News ® Ashton Gazette ® Amboy News ® Mendota
Reporter ® Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads
and $44.60 for commercial business ads and $19.99 for
garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately.
We will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion,
and will only credit customer for one insertion.

Everyhody
hates
YOLL.

You don’t see
bullying like
this every day.

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to
he more than
a bystander.

Learn how at

StopBullying.gov

Not sure why
business is slow?

IS NOt just a saying In
business.

Advertise today and let your

business be in sight and in the
minds of your customers.




WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29, 2021 ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER « SECTION 2 « PAGE 6
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IGET THREE GREAT GIFTS‘k

IN ONE BUY!

Start or Renew a 952-Week
News-Leader Suhscription for

N9

¥ ="\  PLUS getaRotary Cash
Calendar & a $10 T-Byrd
Lanes Gift Certificate

/a $749 L‘ata/ M/ae//

Fi 2022
Trom r
Calelgd Hear [4

You can ¢ beal this
hollioy gift doall

— .. } (PHOTO SSELL HODGES) ROCHELLE ” 1‘
Senior by Luxtonshoots over o Rockford Chistian defenders during the| NGWS Leader
GIRLS: Lady Hubs fall in
holiday tourney opener

From page 1 confident offensively and each finished with six

* Offer expires December 31, 2021

&

that’s what we need from points for Rochelle (6-10, )2 N
“I’m hoping this game her. We didn’t score as 1-3 Interstate 8), while
continues to catapult Ab- many points as we’d like,  freshman Kendyl Darby | N i)

by’s confidence,” Mc- but I didn’t think our of- chipped in four pointsona
Quade said. “She’s be- fensewastheissuetoday.” layup and two free throws
coming more and more Nantzand Davis-Carter ~ during the fourth quarter.

® _ ~__ %o spet‘lb/ |

ea f uar ﬂ is the permanent, eV LE BLEC ALS ""'--I-?yfll-' offer
clog-free gutter solution!* # e #44(57

 Get it. And forget it. LR 1 s e I I In g Walk-InTub®

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 L4
’?\\&1‘5/562 4171 | www. rochellenews-leader.com o _ 4%

QUALITY TESTE ;——'=a§" W J » -
HOUSEKEEPING) } e
5 (%e PR — Now you can finally have all of the
d 4zRanTy - ghsectoo Lol Fm— soothing benefits of a relaxing warm bath,
------------ . | or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower
B b A _ ' : L&Vé while seated or standing. Introducing
- : 3 Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive
Shower Package!
g _— : - v First and only walk-in tub available with a
% 3 \ izable sh
THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS i TR
DEBRlS SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM ] }?’ ® v Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your
OR YQ[_!E HOME . "i} e height and pivots to offer a seated shower option
'. “" e e ‘r o : ﬁ « Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and

ef (J_L’lardﬂ

Get it. And forget it

815-673-7532

Call Today for Your FREE Estimate!

MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

v High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive

lifetime warranty on the entire tub

v Top-of-the-line installation and service, all

included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of
both worlds—there isn’t o |
a better, more affordable " ¢
walk-in tub!

Ko,

oo -

g [: = -
SAFE'VSTEP
VVALFS—IIN 1 UBs

www. WhySafeStep.com

*With purchase of a new Safe Stap Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase.
Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

& > i &= (SEE BELOW)
“Uﬁer does not |m:|ude cost of material. Dlscuum applied by representative at time of contract execution. Offer ends 12/31/2021. tAll participants who attend an estlmated 8 I 5 6 6 0 0 0 I I

60-80 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer Sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift
card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells. and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo D, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants
in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12 menths and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted FINANCING AVAILABLE

Arthritis Foundation
Ease of

Use- LIMITED WARRANTY

except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-
and-conditions) of such gift cards will be mailed to the participant via first class US Mail wimin 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in WITH APPROVED CREDIT
conjunction with any other promation or discount of any kind. Offer not sponscred or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

to reservation. Offer ends 12/31/2021.




