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MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle has 
preliminary plans to put 
its own RV park at the 
Rochelle Municipal Air-
port in the future, City 
Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh 
said last week.

The idea came about 
when trying to coordinate 
with Chicagoland Skydiv-
ing Center, which operates 
at the airport and has an RV 
park of its own. The city 
wants more people to go 
to CSC events and visit the 
airport. Fiegenschuh said 
he wants to make sure the 
area is viable long-term, 
which the RV park would 
help to do. 

“I really do think the 
airport is a valuable asset 
to the community and you 
have the Flight Deck Bar 
& Grill and CSC and I 
think there’s a lot of things 
we can do to continue to 
move the airport forward,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “Part of 
that was the RV park and if 
somebody wants to come 
out and watch the skydiv-
ers for a couple of days and 
CSC’s RV park is full, is 
there a place we could put 
them at the airport where 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its Monday meeting, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved an 
ordinance limiting the num-
ber of class B (bar) liquor 
licenses in town.

The ordinance places 
a moratorium on class B 
licenses until May 1, 2023. 
A class B liquor license al-
lows for the retail sale on 
the premises of specified 
alcoholic liquor as well as 
other packaged retail sale 
of liquor. The city will have 
no more than 10 class B 
licenses during that time 
unless the council decides 
otherwise. For the past 
few years, several council 
members have approached 
city staff about the idea of 
limiting the number of gam-
ing machines in Rochelle. 

Gaming licenses are 
granted by the state to 
businesses with the neces-
sary liquor licenses and 
the city has no other way 
to limit gaming other than 
by limiting liquor licenses. 
The ordinance exempts all 

current holders of class B 
liquor licenses and does 
not affect any other type 
of liquor license. 

“Just to be clear, if we 
have someone come in 
that wants to start a new 
business, we could always 
change the ordinance at that 
time if it’s something we 
want to do,” Mayor John 
Bearrows said. “We have 
no control over gaming 
other than liquor licenses. 
We saw in the past two years 
as licenses came on board, 
the gaming revenue didn’t 
increase, it was just spread 
out more. We all kind of felt 
like we reached a saturation 
point.”

During an earlier and 
separate portion of the 
meeting, the council unani-
mously approved an ordi-
nance to delete one class 
B liquor license for Sissy’s 
Wild Card Saloon at 417 
Cherry Ave. to create a 
liquor license for Kevin 
Crandall and Shane Erd-
man, who recently bought 
that business. Liquor li-
censes can’t be transferred 
from former to new busi-
ness owners. 

City planning for RV park
Fiegenschuh: ‘We’d like to do it in the next couple of years’

The City of Rochelle has preliminary plans to put its own RV park at the Rochelle Municipal Airport in the
future, City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh said last week.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

they could stay and enjoy 
the festivities and earn 
some rental income for the 
airport?”

The city council unani-
mously approved an up-
date to its airport zoning 
at a recent meeting that 
allows for special use 
permits for banquet halls, 
brew pubs, restaurants, 
assembly/meeting halls 
and public recreational 
facilities. 

That issue came about 
after city staff conversa-
tions about and budgeted 
money for an RV park 
at the airport to generate 
more revenue. Fiegen-

schuh said a permanent RV 
park is in the city’s five-
year plan. He said the city 
would like to start work 
on the project “in the next 
couple of years.”

The only property tax 
that is assessed at the air-
port goes to paying debt 
on the community hangar 
that will be paid off in 2025 
or 2026. Otherwise, the 
airport is funded primarily 
by lease rentals of facilities 
like hangars and the sale of 
airport fuel. 

Capital projects at the 
airport are funded 95 per-
cent by state and federal 
dollars and five percent 

local match, Fiegenschuh 
said. 

“Obviously if we do 
something like [an RV 
park,] we want to make 
sure we can include that 
in those capital projects so 
we have funding coming 
in and it’s not all on the 
local,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“We have to be on their 
five-year funding plan. 
What drives that project 
is making sure we can get 
federal and state funding 
and if we can, where do 
we fall on their timeline 
for funding? Because they 
might have ideas of other 
projects that are more im-

portant to fund first. So 
we have to get on their 
schedule for funding.”

About a year and a half 
ago, the city had discus-
sions about the cost of 
putting in an RV park be-
ing in the neighborhood 
of $80,000, Fiegenschuh 
said. But the city manager 
said that number likely 
would not be accurate in 
the future. 

Another aspect of the 
project could be upsizing 
the airport’s sewage line if 
it was going to see more 
usage. 

See RV PARK page 5

Liquor license moratorium approved
City Council unanimously passes ordinance Monday evening

Training facility
The council unanimous-

ly approved a resolution 
authorizing an agreement 
with Fehr Graham for no 
more than $36,000 for the 
design and construction 
oversight of a fire training 
facility for the city and the 
Ogle-Lee Fire Protection 

District. The facility will 
be at 920 S. Main St. and 
is also slated to serve as a 
utility training facility for 
Rochelle Municipal Utili-
ties and could also be used 
by other city departments 
and area organizations. 

Fehr Graham has helped 
develop concept plans for 

the multiple sites considered 
for the project and is “very 
knowledgeable” about the 
needs of the city and the 
OLFPD, the meeting’s 
agenda packet said. Costs 
will be split between the 
city, RMU, and the OLFPD. 

See CITY page 3

City employee Andy Rogde (right) presented the council with a flag he and 
another city employee brought back from deployment in Saudi Arabia and 
Operation Inherent Resolve. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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DEKALB — Almost 
1,300 students received 
their degrees from North-
ern Illinois University in 
the fall. Included among 
the graduates were the fol-
lowing students from Ro-
chelle: Celeste Almaraz 
(bachelor of science, nurs-

ing), Katelyn Gabbard, 
bachelor of science in 
education, elementary ed-
ucation: reading teacher), 
Jacob Roushia, bachelor 
of science, journalism) 
and Ryne Vrana (master 
of science in education, 
literacy education). 

Rochelle students 
graduate from NIU

ROCHELLE — The 
Hub City Senior Center 
has made the decision to 
close for the remainder 
of the week due to rising 
COVID-19 cases in the 

area, a Sunday Facebook 
post said. 

Transportation will be 
running as usual, but all 
inside activities are can-
celed until Jan. 31. 

Senior Center closed 
for remainder of week

ROCHELLE —The 
Rochelle Township High 
School Speech Team split 
up on Saturday competing 
in both the Sandwich In-
vitational (fourth place) 
and those at St. Charles 
East (fifth place). Jessica 
Nguyen, Mikayla Preston 
and Paul Swartz came 
away with gold medals. 
Results are as follows:

Finalists at the Sand-
wich Invitational: Nguyen 
first oratory and second 
informative speaking, 
Julia Livingston third 
extemporaneous speak-
ing, Livingston & Pigeon 
Burgholzer won third in 
humorous duet acting, 
Sienna Seebach fourth 
original comedy, Ran-
boo Hull fourth poetry 
reading, Dani Ward fifth 
informational speaking, 

Ashes Glover/Ranboo 
Hull fifth humorous duet 
acting, Faith Lohse fifth 
radio, Ella Seebach sixth 
prose reading and Sierra 
Ramos sixth informative 
speaking.

F i n a l i s t s  a t  t h e 
St.Charles East tourna-
ment: Swartz & Preston 
first dramatic duet acting, 
Preston first dramatic 
interpretation, Jaela Lud-
wick second oratorical 
declamation, Swartz & 
Bella Nauman third hu-
morous duet acting, Jenn 
Heinrich third special 
occasion speaking, Karma 
Lidren third place original 
comedy and humorous in-
terpretation and Nauman 
sixth oratorical declama-
tion.

The speaker of the week 
was Nguyen.

Three RTHS speech 
students earn gold

BY GRACE KINNICUTT 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD  – 
Schools were struggling 
filling teaching positions 
before the COVID-19 
pandemic reached Illinois 
nearly two years ago.

The challenges of ed-
ucating students during 
a prolonged health crisis 
has been an “added stress” 
for teachers in northwest 
Illinois schools, said Chris 
Dvorak, superintendent of 
the LaSalle, Marshall and 
Putnam County Regional 
Office of Education.

“I believe things have 
continued to get worse from 
the standpoint of COVID,” 
Dvorak said. “… I think it 
created more of a problem 
than were we were before.”

The 2021 Illinois Ed-
ucator Shortage survey 
released Tuesday by the 
Illinois Association of Re-
gional Superintendents of 
Schools shows that 86 per-
cent of school districts in the 
northwest region reported 
that shortages of teachers 
and substitute educators 
continue to worsen. The 
region spans from Jo Da-
viess County to Rock Island 
County to LaSalle County 
to Winnebago County.

The study noted that the 
top reason reported for ed-
ucator vacancies has been 
retirement.

Chris Tennyson, su-
perintendent of Lee, Ogle 
and Whiteside County 
Regional Office of Educa-
tion, noted that one of the 
big things with teachers 
retiring early seemed to be 
the added stress of dealing 

with COVID. 
“It just made them think 

about maybe [retiring] 
quicker only because when 
they signed up for teaching, 
none of us ever imagined 
that we’d have two years 
like this,” Tennyson said. 
“It’s really nothing that you 
can prepare for.”

The most common strat-
egy for covering vacancies 
is combining classes fol-
lowed by outsourcing to 
third-party vendors and 
utilizing long-term substi-
tutes. But, 96 percent of 
school districts statewide 
reported minor to serious 
problems with substitute 
shortages.

Regional superin-
tendents reported that 
COVID-19 has made 
finding substitutes more 
difficult since those who 
have regularly filled those 
positions tend to be retired 
teachers who now do not 
want to come to a school 
and risk getting the virus.

“We had a good work-
force of retirees, people that 
had worked in the class-
room that were willing to 
come back and work within 
the district that they retired 
from,” Dvorak said. “A lot 
of those people pulled back 
and said, ‘Not knowing if 
it’s safe or not, I don’t want 
to put my health and myself 
at risk.’”

Not having substitute 
teachers to depend on, 
districts reported pull-
ing instructors from class 
preparation time to cover 
for absences elsewhere. 
They also have been using 
administrators to teach, and 
have combined classes. 

Joshua Nichols, super-
intendent of Amboy Com-
munity Unit School District 
272, said the district there 
had to move Spanish classes 
online, combine classes and 
move teachers around to 
address staffing shortages. 

“It’s very difficult be-
cause you’re trying to fill 
one hole and you’re trying 
to find the highest need,” 
Nichols said.

Being in a rural area, 
Nichols noted that staffing 
can be difficult, but the 
district has managed to 
do so by hustling to find 
people – especially those 
who just graduated with a 
teaching degree. 

Fifty-two percent of 
districts statewide said the 
location of their schools 
negatively impacts the 
ability to recruit new teach-
ers, the number one reason 
noted in the survey. 

Over the past five years, 
superintendents continue to 
report fewer qualified appli-
cants for teaching positions.

Dvorak noted that when 
he was a school principal, 
numerous applications 
would file in, but when he 
talks to schools around the 
district, they are happy if 
they get one or two qualified 
candidates. 

“The question is going 
to be when we get out of 
(COVID) is how can we 
think and work to create 
some allowances where 
districts have the ability to 
put qualified people that are 
good with students in these 
positions when emergen-
cies occur,” Dvorak said.

In the study, the IARSS 
recommends an effective 

NW Illinois districts struggle with teacher vacancies
86 percent of region’s schools reported teacher shortages in IARSS survey

strategy to address short-
ages is through local solu-
tions such as connecting 
middle and high schools 
to early education pathway 
networks, partnering with 
community colleges and 
offering educator prepara-
tion programs that would 
provide them with a student 
teacher experience.

Anji Garza, director 
of professional learning 
and education services for 
Lee, Ogle and Whiteside 
County Regional Office of 
Education, has focused on 
expanding the college and 
career education pathway 
program with the help of 
grants received from the 
state board of education.

School districts can 
work with local businesses 
and colleges to provide 

Anji Garza, director of professional learning and education services for Regional 
Office of Education 47, has focused on expanding the college and career 
education pathway program that provides a student teaching experience for
students and local colleges and universities. ROE 47 serves Lee, Ogle and 
Whiteside counties.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

students with a hands-on 
learning experience, along 
with offering incentives 
and tuition scholarships 
for students with a college 
and career pathway en-
dorsement.

“We started having con-
versations about how we 
could address some of the 
pipeline issues and really 
grow our communities,” 
Garza said.

Through the CCPE pro-
gram, Garza said that high 
school juniors and seniors 
have been able to receive 
a student teaching experi-
ence. The district has part-
nered with Northern Illinois 
University and Western 
Illinois University, along 
with Sauk Valley Commu-
nity College, in offering 
dual credit classes.

Partnering with Illinois 
State University and local 
community colleges in 
his region, Dvorak said, 

provides some remote 
classes so students don’t 
have to drive. Dvorak 
noted districts also do a lot 
of advertising and are con-
stantly looking at potential 
candidates and trying to hire 
them if they are interested.

“So many educators that 
I talked to can give me one 
or two teachers in their life 
that got them thinking about 
education or made a differ-
ence in their life or ignited 
that passion,” Tennyson 
said. “And that’s what we 
need to remember – that 
we’re the best sales people 
for our profession.”

Capitol News Illinois is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspa-
pers statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.
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Osvaldo (Ozzie) Amaro moved 
to Rochelle from Havana, Cuba 
in 1966 and worked at Del Monte 
until his retirement in the 1990s.

Happy Birthday, Dad!

91 today 91 today 
and still and still 
looking looking 

good!good!
Love, 

Emilio, Oz & Lizet

01262022

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER 
ASSISTANCE FOR SENIORS 

• Meals on Wheels: 1-800-779-1189
• Transportation: 1-888-239-9228

• Energy Assistance: 1-800-323-5434
• Depression/other behavioral related issues call Sinnissippi Centers: 

1-815-562-3801 
• Need help with your Benefit Access Application (formerly Circuit 
Breaker), Medicare, housing, personal care, homemaking, heating/

cooling assistance Call Linda or Jill at Rock River Center:  
1-800-541-5479 

• For all other assistance such a grocery, medicine pickup, etc. for call: 
1-815-757-3199

HUB CITY 
SENIOR CENTER

401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068
hubcityseniorcenter.com

08302020

One Stop Financial, Inc.
Income Tax Service

Larry and Teresa Anderson

808 Main Street, PO Box 224, Ashton, I L 61006
1500 W. Lincoln Hwy., Suite 5A, Rochelle, IL 61068

Income Tax Service
Call or text Teresa at 815-440-2678 

 OR Ashton at 815-453-2678 01052022

From page 1

UTVs
The council approved 

an ordinance amending its 
code relating to non-high-
way vehicles by a 4-3 vote 
that will now allow golf 
carts and UTVs to drive on 
Caron Road, 20th Street, 
Veteran’s Parkway and 
Steward Road.

In the original non-high-
way vehicles ordinance, 
UTVs and golf carts were 
prohibited from driving 
on higher-traffic roads 
utilized by semi trucks 
including the above roads 
and Illinois Route 251, Il-
linois Route 38, Interstate 
88, Interstate 39, Flagg 
Road and Dement Road. 

Recently, residents ap-
proached council members 
to request that non-high-
way vehicles be allowed 
on currently-prohibited 
streets, particularly Caron 
Road from 7th Avenue to 
the Wal-Mart entrance.

Councilwoman Kate 
Shaw Dickey voted 
against the change to the 
ordinance. 

“When we did this, it 
was to be a neighborhood 
community thing, but safe-
ty was also at the forefront 
of what we were doing,” 
Shaw-Dickey said. “To 
me, I don’t believe that 
these vehicles belong on 
truck routes.”

Bearrows said there 
have not been many is-
sues with non-highway 
vehicles since the original 
ordinance and voted for 

the change. 
“I think people have 

shown that they’re pretty 
responsible thus far and the 
police have said there hav-
en’t been a lot of problems 
with golf carts or UTVs,” 
Bearrows said.

Shop local
A presentation was 

made at the meeting on 
the city and RMU’s recent-
ly-completed Shop Local 
program. 

The program encour-
aged residents and busi-
nesses to patronize local 
small businesses deemed 
nonessential who were 
forced to close during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. A 
$60 reimbursement in the 
form of a credit on a future 
RMU bill was given to 
those that submitted re-
ceipts totaling $300 from 
local businesses. 

The program yielded 
over 5,755 participants, 
$538,500 in RMU credits 
and $2,981,109 in benefits 
to businesses. 

Retirement
During the meeting, the 

city recognized Rochelle 
Police Deputy Chief Jeff 
Leininger, who retired 
Friday. Leininger was 
presented with a plaque by 
City Manager Jeff Fiegen-
schuh and had many RPD 
employees in attendance. 

Leininger spent 23 
years with RPD in nu-
merous roles. 

“He showed respect, 
tact and humanity to all, 

CITY: Council recognizes retiring deputy chief Leininger

even during the most 
difficult circumstances,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “He’s a 
consummate professional 
and somebody that I look 
up to, not only as a human 
being but as a law enforce-
ment professional.”

Flag 
presented

During Monday’s 
meeting, city employee 

Andy Rogde presented 
the city council with a flag 
that he and another city 
employee brought back 
from deployment in Sau-
di Arabia and Operation 
Inherent Resolve. 

“We’re both members 
of the Air National Guard 
out of Wisconsin,” Rogde 
said. “We wanted to bring 
back something the city 
could have and thank it 
for the support when we 

were gone.”

Proclamation
A proclamation was 

read by Bearrows making 
March 4 John W. Tilton 
Day in the city. Tilton 
was involved in the com-
munity in many ways, 
namely with the Vagabond 
Inn, which later became 
Hickory Grove. Bearrows 
said the idea for the honor 
came when the demolition 

of Hickory Grove was 
nearing a start. 

“Mr. Tilton did many 
amazing things in our 
community to help pro-
mote growth and make 
our community what it is 
today,” Bearrows said. “I 
just felt it very important 
to recognize him for that. 
It all came to light when 
we started taking that old 
building down and hearing 
the stories.” 

The city recognized Rochelle Police Deputy Chief Jeff Leininger, who retired Friday. Leininger was presented 
with a plaque by City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh and had many RPD employees in attendance. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ROCHELLE — Dor-
othy’s Diamonds, Cres-
ton have some very beau-
tiful trips starting with 
warmer weather.

Tr ip  one:  Myrt le 
Beach. It will include 
five shows, Myrtle Beach 
boardwalk, Barefoot 
Landing, shopping en 
route at the Kentucky 
Artisan Center and other 
exciting sites. The trip 
runs April 23 to May 1. 
Contact Dorothy by Feb. 
16 for more details. 

Trip two is an exciting 
trip to Atlantic City, his-
toric Cape May, New Jer-
sey with Victorian Homes 
and Cape May Pointe 
Lighthouse, etc. Philadel-
phia will include a guided 
tour, visit the historic 
district, Independence 
Center, Freedom Bell and 
so much more. Landcast-
er, Pennsylvania will be a 
guided tour of the Amish 
Country, a visit to the 
Kitchen Kettle Village and 
will attend the beautiful 

Dorothy’s Diamonds, Creston, have some very beautiful trips starting with 
warmer weather.

Three upcoming trips 
for Dorothy’s Diamonds

Sight and Sound theater 
to see the real life play 
“David” with unbeliev-
able settings. This will 
be another fun packed 
historic and beautiful 
trip. Trip date is June 19 
to June 25. It is a new trip 
just added for Dorothy’s 
Diamonds.

Trip three is going to 
beautiful Vermont in Sept. 
25 to Oct.1, expecting the 
fall colors and beautiful 
countryside. We will tour 
the Morse Farm Maple 
Sugarworks, Ben and 
Jerry’s ice cream facto-
ry, cruise on beautiful 
Lake Champlain, Shel-
burne Museum, Cold 
Hollow Cider Mill, Rock 
of Ages granite quarry, 
Stowe Village and much 
more.

Come and enjoy your-
self, sit back and let some-
one else do the driving 
and make decisions as 
to where you go. It’s a 
good way to make new 
friends. We’ve had groups 
of families travel togeth-
er, class mates and other 
groups friends join in.

Various nonprofit or-
ganizations benefit from 
these trips. For more info 
on these trips, contact 
Dorothy at 815-384-5325. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School’s Interact Club led 
by Alison Vrana presented 
Tuesday at Rotary on their 
fundraisers and service 
work. 

The interact club is 
selling bracelets to help 
human trafficking vic-
tims. Rotary members 
heard from the seniors 
about their plans after 
graduation, and were 
introduced to some of 
Rochelle Middle School’s 
Early Act Club members. 
The Early Act Club is 
supplying a ‘Free Library’ 

RTHS Interact, RMS Early 
Act students visit Rotary Club

they built that will house 
food items, personal and 
household necessities in 
Rochelle.

The Rotary speaker 
Tuesday was Laura Kann 
from the club’s Rotary 
district.

RTHS Interact Club and RMS Early Act Club members 
visited the Rotary Club on Jan. 25.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

ROCHELLE — Joyce 
Ann Bearrows, 73, passed 
away at her daughter’s 
home on Friday, Jan. 21, 
2022.  She was born on 
April 15, 1948 in Dixon, 
the daughter of Roy and 
Edris (Ludwig) Myers.

Joyce married W. Dale 
Bearrows on Jan. 31, 1970, 
he preceded her in death on 
June 5, 2017. She worked 
for over 30 years at AG 
Manufacturing / Eatons in 
Rochelle. Joyce enjoyed 
sewing and reading, but 
above all, she loved spend-
ing time with her family.

She is survived by her 
children: Bill (Dawn) 
Bearrows of Highland 
Village, Texas, and Connie 
A. Bearrows of Rockford; 

granddaughter, Ashley 
Bearrows and two great 
grandchildren: Liam 
Bearrows and Lincoln 
Bhamdeo of Highland Vil-
lage, Texas; brother, Ron 
(Rev. Joy) Myers of Glen 
Carbon, Illinois; broth-
ers-in-law: Rick (Marla) 
Bearrows, Don Bearrows, 
Paul (Barb) Bearrows and 
Brian (Patricia) Bearrows; 
sister-in-law, Karen Be-
arrows; and many nieces 
and nephews. Preceded 
in death by her parents, 
husband, and daughter, 
Debra Bearrows on Nov. 
20, 1999.

Visitation will be from 
10-11 a.m., Wednesday, 
Jan. 26, 2022 at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 

1100 Calvin Road, Ro-
chelle. The funeral service 
will follow at 11 a.m., 
Wednesday with Rev. Dr. 
Doug Forsberg officiating. 
Burial at Trinity Memo-
ry Gardens. Memorials 
may be made to the First 
Presbyterian Church or 
Pro Medica Heartland 
Hospice. Visit www.Un-
gerHorner.com to sign the 
online guest book.

Obituaries

Joyce Ann Bearrows
R O C H E L L E  — 

George W. Howe, 60, 
a longtime resident of 
Rochelle, passed away 
Friday, Jan. 21. The son of 
George Washington Howe 
Jr. and Julie Ann (Horton) 
Howe married Darcy Lynn 
La Tour on Aug. 22, 1986.

His world revolved 
around his family. He 
worked as the security 
supervisor at Woods on 
Oregon and was with the 
company for 10 years. His 
greatest joys in life includ-
ed vacationing with his 
wife, fishing, cooking out 

and spending time with his 
kids and grandchildren. 

George was preceded in 
death by his brothers, Dan 
and Clyde Howe. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 35 years, Darcy 
La Tour Howe, his parents, 
George and Julie Howe, 
Pete (Cathy) Howe of 
Poplar Grove, Joseph 
(Tonia) Howe and Kev-
in (Lori) Miller both of 
Rochelle, his children 
Christopher (Morgan) 
Hardesty-Howe, Aman-
da (Sean) Goodpaster 
and Harmony (Philip) 

Hillker all of Rochelle 
and his grandchildren 
Sophia Shaver, George 
Hardesty-Howe, Wyatt 
Battershell and Nathan 
Hardesty.

A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date. 

ROCHELLE — Don-
ald Henry Julifs, 76, of 
Rochelle, passed away 
suddenly on Saturday, Jan. 
22, 2022, in Rochelle. He 
was born in Fort Dodge, 
Iowa on Feb. 16, 1945, to 
Claus and Hannah Julifs.

Don was raised on 
a dairy farm in Adams, 
Minnesota. After finishing 
his education, he proudly 
served in the Marine Corps 
and did a tour in Vietnam. 
Following his military ser-
vice, Don worked for Del 
Monte in Rochelle for sev-
eral years and then worked 
at the Byron Nuclear Plant 
until his retirement in 1999.

In his spare time, Don 
loved woodworking, 
working on anything me-
chanical, and watching and 
participating in all kinds of 
sports. He was a man of few 
words, yet people listened 
when he had something 
to say.

Don is survived by 
Debra, his wife of 36 
years; sister, Jean Mc-
Clure of Arvada, Colorado; 
brother, Harold (Sandra) 
of Sterling; and brother-
in-law and sister-in-law, 
Andrew and Diane Strole 
of Downers Grove. He 
is also survived by neph-
ews, David Julifs (Roxann 
Marumoto) of Torrance, 
California, Steven Julifs 
(Kim Hoshell) of Shore-
wood, Illinois, Brian Strole 
of Chicago; nieces, Robin 
McClure (Gregg Gilky) 
of Aurora, Colorado, Lisa 
Strole (Ethan Nosek) of 
Tuscon, Arizona and sev-
eral great and great-great 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; broth-
er, Dean; and brother-in-
law, Cliff McClure.

At Don’s request, there 
will be no visitation or ser-
vice. Cremation care has 

been provided by the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home in 
Rochelle. A private burial 
in Minnesota will take 
place at a later date.

Memorials may be made 
to the Wounded Warrior 
Project, P.O. Box 758516, 
Topeka, KS 66675-8516 
(https://support.wound-
edwarriorproject.org/) or 
to K9s for Warriors, 114 
Camp K9 Road, Ponte 
Vedra, FL 32081 (www.
k9sforwarriors.org.) 

Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book.

Donald Henry Julifs

George W. Howe

Mark Wesley Powers
ASHTON — Mark 

Wesley Powers, 58, of 
Ashton passed away on 
Jan. 19, 2022. Mark was 
born on Feb. 6, 1963 in 
Rockford to Robert and 
Captola (Sanders) Pow-
ers. Mark worked in the 
concrete trade as a con-
crete finisher for Williams 
Concrete. He was a jack of 
all trades. He was a won-
derful father, grandfather, 
son, brother, uncle, God 
father, father-in-law and 
friend. He was an amazing 
man who worked hard his 
whole life, and who loved 
his family very dearly.

Mark is survived by his 

mother, Dee Powers; his 
children; Valarie (James) 
Pittman, Brandon Powers 
and Jamie Powers; three 
sisters, Karen Cole, Tam 
(Randy) Powers-Klaven-
ga and Christy (Rob) 
Haenitsch; two brothers, 
Steve (Corinne) Powers 
and Kevin (Laura) Powers; 
as well as three precious 
grandchildren, Markus, 
Mason and Jayden.

He is preceded in death 
by his father, Bob, and his 
brother, Sean.

Visitation will be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 29 from 
2-5 p.m. at Beverage-Ly-
ons Family Funeral Home, 

704 N. 6th St. Rochelle, IL 
61068. Funeral service to 
follow at 5 p.m. Cremation 
rites will be accorded. Fu-
neral arrangements were 
entrusted to Beverage-Ly-
ons Family Funeral Home. 
Online condolences may 
be made at www.bever-
agelyonsfamilyfh.com. 

Roger K. “Jay” Kempson
DEKALB — Roger 

K. “Jay” Kempson, 68, of 
DeKalb, died Friday, Jan. 
21, 2022, at Kishwaukee 
Hospital. 

Born Aug. 2, 1953, at 
DeKalb Hospital, the son 
of Kenneth W. and Jeanette 
P. (Heath) Kempson, Jay 
married Kelli Rockstead on 

June 1, 1990, in Oregon. A 
1971 graduate of Sycamore 
High School, Jay served 
in the US Marines from 
1971 to 1973. He worked 
at Hormel/Rochelle Foods 
for nearly a decade. 

Jay loved Harley Da-
vidson motorcycles and 
baseball, especially the 
Chicago Cubs, and spend-
ing time with his grandkids 
and his two great-nephews 
of whom he was very fond. 
His family knew him as 
a “movie guy,” loving to 
watch action flicks with his 
son, for being “country,” 
for being “goofy,” loving 
to clown around and tell 
jokes and for being able 
to carry on a conversation 
with anyone. He always 
had his eye out for knives 
to add to his ever-growing 
collection. 

Jay is survived by his 
wife, Kelli; son, Landon 
Kempson of DeKalb; 
grandchildren, Otto James 
Kempson and Aliyah 

Grace Holtzclaw; and his 
special great-nephews, 
Wesson Rockstead and 
Grant Rockstead of Shab-
bona. 

He was predeceased 
by his mother, Jeanette 
(Edward) Kozuch in 1977; 
his father, Ken, in 1959; 
and sister, JoAnn (James 
Sr.) Lowry in 1997. 

The family extends spe-
cial thanks to Scott Rock-
stead, and Jill and Chase 
Rockstead, who stood 
by him during his cancer 
diagnosis and treatments. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials can be made to 
the family for a fund to be 
established.  

Per Jay’s wishes, no 
services will be held. 

Arrangements by Ol-
son Funeral & Cremation 
Services-Quiram Syca-
more Chapel, 1245 So-
monauk St., Sycamore, 
IL 60178; 815-895-6589. 
Visit www.olsonfh.com to 
leave a condolence.

Gretchen 
Victoria Miller

R O C H E L L E  — 
Gretchen Victoria Miller, 
47, passed away Saturday, 
Jan. 22, 2022 at the Ro-
chelle Community Hospital 
in Rochelle. 

Services are pending 
with the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home. 

See the full obituary for 
Gretchen at www.unger-
horner.com.

Martha Jane
Pumfrey

HARLINGEN, Texas 
— Martha Jane Pumfrey, 
83, formerly of Ashton, 
passed away Jan. 24, 
2022, at Harlingen Med-

ical Center in Harlingen, 
Texas. Arrangements are 
pending with the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home, 
Rochelle. 
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

To advertise your 
business here

contact 
Andrew Heiserman

815-561-2123

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Antiques & Collectibles

From page 1

“If we want to see more 
usage on that, we’re going to 
have to do that and it could 
potentially be expensive,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “But 
that hasn’t been discussed 
in a while. The number 
one priority is getting on 

that five-year funding plan 
through the FAA and we’ll 
go from there.”

Fiegenschuh touted 
the airport’s value to the 
community, including the 
nationally-known CSC, 
which hosted the skydiving 
national championships in 
recent years. 

“The airport is a huge 
asset for us,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “When you think of 
small towns, you typically 
don’t think of airports. I 
think our mayor and council 
and those volunteers on that 
airport advisory board that 
give us ideas, a lot of them 
are pilots, their priority is to 

keep the airport up and go-
ing and functional and they 
want to see it as one of our 
crown jewels. And I agree 
with that. We’re blessed to 
have it and we need to con-
tinue to find ways to keep 
it sustainable and solvent. 
Part of that is getting more 
people here to visit.”

An RV park would pro-
vide another recreational 
amenity for the commu-
nity. Fiegenschuh called 
recreational amenities an 
important part of any com-
munity and said the future 
project could add to the list 
of things in town like The 
REC Center, the golf course, 

tennis courts and parks. 
“It’s a quality of life issue 

and what people value and 
it’s important to have those 
types of amenities,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “The airport is 
one key to a successful com-
munity. We want to make 
sure that key is working at 
all times.”

RV PARK: City developing preliminary plans for airport

ROCHELLE — On 
Jan. 21 at 7:07 a.m. Jason 
M. Haas, 33, of Rochelle 
was arrested for domestic 
battery and transferred.

On Jan. 22 at 9:01 a.m. 
Rachel C. Graham, 21, of 
Franklin Grove was cited 
for no insurance, failure to 
reduce speed to avoid an 
accident, failure to report 
an accident, improper 
lane usage and failure to 
transfer title after owner-
ship change. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Feb. 25 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Jan. 23 at 2:20 p.m. 
Dustin M. J. Hutcherson, 
34, of Rochelle was arrest-
ed on an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant. He paid 
$500 and was given a Feb. 
18 Ogle County court date.

On Jan. 21 at 2:46 p.m. 
Kostadin Cuca, 64, of 
Loves Park was cited for 
speeding 61 m.p.h. in a 40 
m.p.h. zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Feb. 25 Rochelle 
court date.

On Jan. 23 at 8:24 
p.m. Victorio Guillermo 
Calderon, 32, of Rochelle 
was arrested for domestic 
battery and transferred.

On Jan. 24 at 6:06 p.m. 
Jasmine M. O’Donnell, 27, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On Jan. 24 at 8:27 p.m. 
Tanya L. Raleigh, 35, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
battery. She was released 
on an I-Bond and given 
a Feb. 25 Ogle County 
court date.

OREGON — On Jan. 
21 at 4:22 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 7,000 block of North 
Illinois Route 251 for a 
speeding violation. After an 
investigation, Nicholas Dil-
dine, 27, of Davis Junction 
was arrested for driving on a 
suspended license. Dildine 
was also issued citations for 
speeding 26-34 m.p.h. over 
the limit and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Dildine was released on 
a signature I-Bond with a 
return court date. 

On Jan. 21 at approxi-
mately 10:57 a.m. deputies 
responded to a two-ve-
hicle accident in the area 
of Illinois Route 64 and 
Moore Road. Upon arriv-
al, deputies learned that 
a Chevrolet Cruze driven 
by George Hall III, 81, 
of Rochelle, was travel-
ing westbound on Illinois 
Route 64. The Chevrolet 
Cruze then crossed the 
over the center line of the 
roadway into the east-
bound lane before striking 
a Chevrolet 2500 pickup 
truck, which was traveling 
eastbound and was driv-
en by Jacob Hackbarth, 
19, of Lindenwood. The 
Chevrolet Cruze sustained 
heavy damage and Hall was 
pronounced deceased at the 
scene. The 2500 pickup 
truck overturned during 

the accident and sustained 
heavy damage. Hackbarth 
was transported to St. 
Anthony’s Hospital by 
Lynn-Scott Rock EMS for 
minor injuries. Rochelle 
EMS and the Illinois State 
Police also assisted. The 
accident remains under 
investigation.    

On Jan. 21 at approxi-
mately 11:20 a.m. deputies, 
along with Forreston Police 
Department and Forreston 
EMS responded to a one ve-
hicle accident in the 13,000 
block of West Illinois Route 
72. Upon investigation, it 
was learned that the driver, 
Jacqueline Hollaway, 59, of 
Oregon, entered the north 
ditch when her vehicle 
overturned. Hollaway was 
transported to a local hospi-
tal with non-life threatening 
injuries. Hollaway was is-
sued a citation for improper 
lane usage.

On Jan. 22 at approxi-
mately 4:11 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 18,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 64. After 
investigation, deputies is-
sued a 15-year-old female 
juvenile of Rockford an 
I-Bond for no valid driver’s 
license. The female juve-
nile was additionally issued 
citations for speeding and 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle. The female was 
released to a relative at the 

scene.   
On Jan. 23 at approxi-

mately 2:36 a.m. deputies 
responded to the 100 block 
of Roy Avenue in reference 
to a disturbance. After 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Cody Huff, 29, 
of Rochelle, for domestic 
battery. Huff was transport-
ed to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was released to 
correctional staff and held 
in lieu of bond. 

On Jan. 24 at approxi-
mately 12:13 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 
East Illinois Route 64 and 
Illinois Route 251. After 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Tanya Aluriston, 
35, of Cedar Rapids Iowa 
for no valid driver’s license. 

Aluriston was also issued 
citations for failure to obey 
a stop sign and an equip-
ment violation. Aluriston 
was given an I-Bond at the 
scene and given a future 
court date. 

On Jan. 24 at approxi-
mately 8:01 p.m. deputies 
responded to Rochelle 
Community Hospital in ref-
erence to a domestic battery 
that had occurred earlier in 
the 100 block of Windmill 
Court. After investigation, 
deputies placed Fatmir 
Fejzoski, 26, of Rochelle 
under arrest for aggravated 
domestic battery at Liquor 
and Wine in Rochelle. Fe-
jzoski was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held pending a court 
appearance. 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to two-
vehicle accident with injuries

Officers make arrests

MILWAUKEE  — 
Emma Mehrings (bachelor 
of science, accounting) and 
Abby Tilton (bachelor of 
science, human resources) 
both of Rochelle, have 
been named to the dean’s 
List for the fall 2021 
semester at Marquette 
University in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.

To make the Dean’s 
List, students must have 
earned at least 12 credits 
for the fall 2021 semester 
and have no disqualifying 
grades. The GPA threshold 
varies by college - for the 

College of Education and 
the Klingler College of 
Arts and Sciences, under-
graduate students must 
have at least a 3.7 to be 
named to the Dean’s List. 

The undergraduate GPA 
requirement is 3.5 for the 
following colleges: the 
Diederich College of Com-
munication, the College of 
Business Administration, 
the College of Health Sci-
ences, the Opus College 
of Engineering and the 
College of Nursing. All 
other programs have a 3.75 
GPA minimum.

RTHS grads named to 
Marquette dean’s list
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 

What is your go-to snow removal method? Are you 
a shoveler or do you opt for a snowblower or plow?

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson 
Stephanie White 
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Tom 
McDermott

FEBRUARY is quickly 
approaching, which 
means Valentine’s 

Day will be here before we 
know it. February has long 
been known as the 
month to celebrate 
love in all its forms. 
Whether or not you 
celebrate Valentine’s 
Day, it is important to 
remember that love 
is not reserved for a 
significant other – love 
can be put into every 
action and interaction in daily 
life. 

The Rochelle Area Com-
munity Foundation (RACF) 
celebrates love in a number of 
ways and we are fortunate to 
be the recipient of many acts 
of love throughout the year. 
Every donation, volunteer op-
portunity, and connection is an 
act of love. 

Donations to RACF, 

especially those in memory 
or in honor of a loved one, 
are a visible and impactful 
way to convey your compas-
sion. Donations like these are 

particularly special, as 
they hold a tremendous 
amount of value to 
RACF and the donor. 

Volunteering is 
another form of show-
ing love. As Elizabeth 
Andrew once said, 
“Volunteers do not 
necessarily have the 

time; they just have the heart.” 
When our nonprofit partners 
are in need of assistance, vol-
unteers make the world of dif-
ference in the success of their 
service they provide or even at 
an event. Spending your pre-
cious time with RACF and our 
nonprofit partners is a truly 
selfless act of love.

Both volunteering and 
making a donation start with a 

connection, and connection is 
the foundation of love. RACF 
is always working to build 
more connections to those 
with a philanthropic heart.

This February how will you 
celebrate love? RACF is cel-
ebrating by spreading the love 
throughout our community, as 
our 2022 Community Needs 
Grants opens up to accept ap-
plications on Feb 1. Last year, 
we were fortunate to support 
28 nonprofits through these 
grants.

If you would like to cel-
ebrate love through making 
a donation or establishing an 
endowment fund through the 
RACF, please call me at 815-
561-3600 or send an email to 
director@rochellefoundation.
org.

Emily Anaya is the execu-
tive director of the Rochelle 
Area Community Foundation. 

STANLEY “Mike” 
Larson was the pride 
of Rochelle in many 

ways. 
Stan lettered in football 

three years, basketball three 
years, tennis four years 
and track one year. 
Conference cham-
pionships, regional 
championships and 
three trips to the state 
tennis champion-
ships. Stanley was 
the 1943 Hackett Tro-
phy winner. With 11 
varsity letters, Stan 
was obviously a great 
athlete and is a member of 
the Rochelle Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Stan was also a mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society, Drama Club, presi-
dent of the Student Council 
and a member of the band. 
In June 1943, Stan graduated 
from Rochelle High School.

In July 1943 ,Stanley 
enlisted in the Army and 
became a member of 394th 
Infantry Division. On Dec. 
16, 1943, 19-year-old Stanley 
Larson found himself in the 
Ardennes Forest between 
the borders of Belgium and 
Germany. The Battle of the 
Bulge had begun. 

At 5:30 a.m. the Germans 
began an artillery barrage 
followed by an attack led by 
the German 6th Panzer Army. 
The Allies fell back and the 
Germans held the area for the 
next month. When the Allies 
returned, they found that 
their dead had been buried 
and any taken prisoner were 
gone. 

Stanley Larson was one 
of those missing. It was Feb. 
1945 before Stanley’s status 
was changed to killed-in-
action. His body was still not 
found. Stanley became just 
one of the more than 78,000 
Allied WWII troops that 
were missing in action. 

Flash forward to 1978 
when teenagers Jean-
Philippe-Speder and Jean-
Luois-Seel were souvenir 
hunting in the Ardennes 
Forest. The two lived nearby 
and the Ardennes always had 
treasures to give up to those 
willing to search closely. 

Six years later, the boys 
found their first body, a Ger-
man soldier with a hole in 
its skull. In 1988, they found 
their first American soldier. 
This second find led the boys 
to form a club of like-minded 

searchers. The “Diggers” 
would meet as often as they 
could, armed with metal 
detectors, shovels and maps, 
the group searched areas of 
the Ardennes for lost sol-
diers.

Searching near 
Hunningen, Belgium 
near the border with 
Germany, in March 
2001, the Diggers 
discovered remains. 
Once they had ascer-
tained that the find 
was actually human 
remains, the Diggers 
notified the German 

government. 
Exhumation is a delicate 

process, protection of the 
evidence is essential for the 
identification of the remains. 
Every soldier found, German, 
American or other is treated 
with dignity and respect. To-
day Germany and the United 
States work cooperatively. 

The German Army ex-
humed the bodies and found 
the remains of three Ameri-
can soldiers. The remains and 
artifacts from the site were 
packaged and shipped to the 
U.S. Army Central Identifica-
tion Laboratory at Hickman 
Airforce Base, Hawaii. The 
experts at the laboratory did 
what they do best and us-
ing artifacts, dental records 
and DNA, they identified the 
remains of the three soldiers. 
Sgt. Frederick Zimmerman, 
PFC Erwin Fiddler and PFC 
Stanley Larson had been 
found. 

The families of the de-
ceased now had a choice. 
The remains could be buried 
in Belgium, they could be 
interred at Arlington National 
Cemetery or they could be 
returned to the family. For 
the Larson family, the choice 
was already made. 

In 1947, Elmer and Ella 
Larson, Stanley’s parents, 
had purchased a plot and 
placed a marker honoring 
Stanley at Lawnridge Cem-
etery, Rochelle. On July 22, 
2002, Rochelle’s Stanley 
Larson was laid to rest. More 
than 50 years after he had 
gone to war, his battle was 
over. His family finally knew 
the fate of their son, he was 
home.

Tom McDermott is a Flagg 
Township Museum historian 
and Rochelle city council-
man. 

How Stanley 
Larson came home

Let’s celebrate love!

Emily Anaya

“Shovel, I like the exercise.”
Katie Paulsen

“I prefer to ignore it until it melts.”
Ciara Michelle Elliott-Stahly

“I wish we had a snowblower but 
the metal shovel is great and 

necessary in Flagg Center.”
Cayce Bridges Groves

“Kix Johanning always does a 
great job doing it for us!”

William A. Paulin

“I shovel mostly.”
Kay Beguin McGrath

“Snow blower and shovel unless 
it’s over three inches then Daryl 
McGough.”

Becky Dickinson Moore

“I moved to Florida.”
Jay M. Jones

“Leaf blower. Just kidding. 
Snowblower and shovel.”

Suzanne Marie

“Snowblower and shovel.”
Mark G. Schabacker

“I shovel.”
Rosaelia Arteaga

“Snowblower.”
Bobby Jo Leon

“I hire it done.”
Phyllis Jones

“Shovel until the plow comes down 
the street and dumps it at the end of 
the driveway and I quit and go inside 
for a while.”

Alexander Sandoval

“Sunshine works.”
Dennis Swinton

“My husband.”
Deborah Schuler Beck
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Dec. 30 - Nick Vilmin, Byron, $25

Dec. 31 - Jurle Pfeiffer, Dixon, $25

Jan. 1 - From the Heart, $1,000

Jan. 2 - Michele Norkus, Sunsit Hills, Mo., $50

Jan. 3 - Evi O’Rorke, Steward, $25

Jan. 4 - From the Heart, $25
 
Jan. 5 - Rochelle Chamber of Commerce, $25

Jan. 6 - Dwayne Rangel, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 7 - Paul J. O’Rorke Jr., Steward, $25

Jan. 8 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Jan. 9 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $50

Jan. 10 - Martha A. Reed, Steward, $25

Jan. 11 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Jan. 12 -  Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Jan. 13 - Diane Wegener, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 14 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Jan. 15 - From the Heart, $25

Jan. 16 - Kathy Windland, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 17 - Karen Cech, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 18 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Jan. 19 - Kim Dewey, Davis Junction, $25

Jan. 20 - Evan Tracy, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 21 - From the Heart, $25

Jan. 22 - Shaun D. Schaefers, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 23 - Sherri Drew, Mt. Morris, $50

Jan. 24 - Denny Arjes, Village of Progress, $25

Jan. 25 - Natalie Campbell, Sandwich, $25

Jan. 26 - Diane Sanders, Dixon, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Jan. 28

Peggy Futrell
Jan. 29

Nayeli Ramirez

Jan. 27 -(Thursday) -Stir Fry (Chicken or Shrimp) over Rice 
with Egg Rolls 
Feb. 6 -(Sunday Brunch) -Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Meat 
and Cheese Omelet, Oatmeal 

**All menus are subject to change. 
If you would like to check before coming out, please call us 
at 815-561-9074 as we will put the menu on the answering 
machine.  www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names 
for birthdays and anniversaries

R O C H E L L E  — 
Central Bank Illinois 
announced an officer 
promotion for Brandon 
Svela to vice president of 
commercial lending, serv-
ing its Rochelle market. 

“This promotion is 
well deserved.” Jeff Glen, 
community bank pres-
ident of Central Bank 
Rochelle, said. “Brandon 
is a very bright rising star 
in Central Bank. Brandon 

does a great job meeting 
the needs of his customers 
and works very hard to 
help them achieve their 
goals.”  

While attending Il-
linois State University, 
Brandon was a summer 
intern in the internal 
audit department for the 
First National Bank of 
Rochelle. Brandon earned 
his bachelor’s degree in 
finance, with a minor in 

accounting from ISU in 
2014 and returned to FNB 
as a management trainee. 
In 2017 he continued his 
career path with Central 
Bank and was named an 
assistant vice president 
loan officer. 

Brandon is actively 
involved in the Rochelle 
community and currently 
serves on the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
board of directors. He is 

Central Bank Illinois promotes Svela

Brandon Svela

Local students named to NIU dean’s list
DEKALB — North-

ern Illinois University 
announced its fall 2021 
dean’s list students. To 
earn this distinction, 
students must meet a 
minimum semester grade 
point average of 3.5 on a 
4.0 scale in the College 
of Engineering and En-
gineering Technology or 
a minimum of 3.75 on a 
4.0 scale in the colleges 
of Business, Education, 
Health and Human Sci-
ences, Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, and Visual and 
Performing Arts.

 Students from the area 
who achieved this honor 
include: 

Rochelle:  Morgan 
Baker, College of Ed-

ucation Dean’s List, 
Kinesiology, Vanessa 
Belmonte, College of 
Education Dean’s List, 
Middle Level Teach-
ing & Learning, Ethan 
Burgholzer, College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Dean’s List, Pre-Com-
puter Science, Anahi 
Calderon, College of 
Health & Human Sci-
ences Dean’s List, Child 
Development, Jacob Eul, 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Dean’s List, 
Enterprise Software, Ju-
dith Fulgencio, College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Dean’s List, Psychology 
- B.A., Marisol Garcia, 
College of Education 
Dean’s List, ELED-Bi-

lingual/ESL, Komla Gati, 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Dean’s List, 
Sociology - B.A., My-
randa Gillette, College 
of Health & Human 
Sciences Dean’s List, 
Medical Laboratory Sci-
ences, Melanie Gonzalez, 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Dean’s 
List, Political Sci-Pub-
lic Law-B.A., Di’Quan 
Ishmon, College of En-
gineering Dean’s List, 
Mechatronics Engineer-
ing, Tyler Johnson, Col-
lege of Business Dean’s 
List, Operations and 
Info Management, Na-
jwa Morrar, College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Dean’s List, Psychology 

- B.S., Gwendolyn Pap-
ke, College of Health & 
Human Sciences Dean’s 
List, Nutrition, Dietet-
ics, & Wellness, Jese-
nia Solano, College 
of Engineering Dean’s 
List, Electrical Engineer-
ing, Emily Ward, College 
of Visual and Performing 
Arts Dean’s List, Art 
Studio, Teigan Young, 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Dean’s List, 
English - B.A.

Chana: Mallory Ponto, 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Dean’s 
List, Psychology - B.A. 
Kings: Anthony Mura-
tore Jr, College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences Dean’s 
List, Psychology - B.A. 

also a graduate of the Illi-
nois Bankers Future Lead-
ers Alliance program. 
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SPORTS

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY
• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR HOME

815-673-7532
Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 1/31/22. All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation
will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per
household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married
or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past
12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard
may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-
cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class USMail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form
provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden
Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer ends 1/31/2022.

WITH FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!†

RECEIVE A $50RECEIVE A $50
DARDEN GIFT CARDDARDEN GIFT CARD

INSTALLATION*INSTALLATION*

$99$99

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Exclusive Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Exclusive Shower Package

 Special Offer 
 FOR VETERANS!

www.WhySafeStep.com
*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

815-660-0041
FINANCING AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, 
or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing. Introducing 
Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive
Shower Package!

✓ First and only walk-in tub available with a 

customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 

height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and 

MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 

included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 
walk-in tub!

both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 

PLUS A FREE 
SHOWER PACKAGE 

Call Toll-Free 815-660-0041

Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of

$1600 OFF

The Rochelle Hub wrestling team saw eight JV wrestlers earned ribbons during the Interstate 8 Conference Championship meet on Saturday. Pictured above from left 
to right are Riley Damask, Weylin Nay, Alexander McBride, Troy Papke, Jack Pavlak, Damon Cagle, Alex Burke and Jimmy Chavez.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

HUBS: JV wrestlers shine at Interstate 8 Conference meet
From page 12

Junior Weldon Nay 
placed th i rd  in  the 
126-pound bracket, con-
ceding a 10-2 major deci-
sion against Sandwich’s 
Miles Corder but rebound-
ing with a second-period 
pin against LaSalle-Peru’s 
Kaleb Vela. Junior Wes-
ley Brown took third in 
the 132-pound varsity 
bracket, dropping one 
bout against Sandwich’s 
Sy Smith.

Freshman Brandyn 
Metzger finished third 
in the 160-pound varsity 
bracket, losing against 

Sandwich’s Bryce Decker 
in the semifinals but rally-
ing with wins over Morris 
wrestler CJ Shafeer and 
Ottawa’s Wyatt Reding. 

Sophomore  Brock 
Metzger placed third in 
the 170-pound bracket, 
falling against Sandwich’s 
Sammy Dale before re-
covering with back-to-
back pins over LaSalle-
Peru’s Jace Wallgren and 
Morris’ Ethan Morrissy.

Junior Jorge Driggs 
took third in the 195-pound 
bracket, pinning Ottawa’s 
Matt Finley before falling 
against LaSalle-Peru’s 
Connor Lorden and out-

lasting Kaneland’s Max 
Pietak in a 6-5 decision 
during his final bout. 
Freshman Grant Gensler 
finished fourth in the 
138-pound bracket, de-
feating LaSalle-Peru’s 
Gunnar Skoog with a 10-1 
major decision in between 
losses to Sycamore’s Trent 
DuMont and Morris’ Tyler 
Semlar. Sophomore Leo 
Stoffel placed fifth in the 
182-pound bracket with a 
pin over Morris’ Andrew 
Pall.

JV
Freshman Weylin Nay 

won the 113-pound JV 

championship, pinning 
Kaneland’s Joey Leonard 
and LaSalle-Peru’s Zach 
Pocivasek. Sophomore 
Riley Damask won the 
120-pound JV cham-
pionship, winning by 
fall over LaSalle-Peru’s 
Zach Znaniecki. Sopho-
more Alex Burke won the 
138-pound JV champion-
ship, winning by fall over 
LaSalle-Peru’s Josh Bick-
ford before earning a 9-7 
decision over Sycamore’s 
Greg Degand.

Junior Troy Papke 
finished second in the 
182-pound JV bracket, 
winning by fall over Kane-

land’s Caden Vanik before 
falling to Ottawa’s Tate 
Spicer. Sophomore Al-
exander McBride placed 
second in the 195-pound 
JV bracket, defeating 
Kaneland’s Hudson Gi-
annini by 11-2 major 
decision and losing by 4-0 
decision to LaSalle-Peru’s 
Gage Starkey. Freshman 
Damon Cagle took sec-
ond in the 220-pound JV 
bracket, beating Kane-
land’s JR Warfel by 5-2 
decision before falling 
against Kaneland’s Jacob 
Nonnemacher in the final 
round.

Sophomore Jimmy 

Chavez placed second 
in the 106-pound JV 
bracket, losing his lone 
bout against Kaneland’s 
Alex Gochis. Freshman 
Jack Pavlak took third 
in the 170-pound JV 
bracket, falling against 
Sycamore’s Luis Garcia 
before pinning Ottawa’s 
Andrew Ristau. Fresh-
man Dempsey Atkinson 
finished fourth in the 
138-pound JV bracket, 
falling to Sycamore’s 
Greg Degand and Kane-
land’s Kyle Rogers.

Rochelle will host 
Princeton for a dual meet 
on Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereCommercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!
Cabinetry

FISHER’S HARDWOOD
Quality Kitchen & Bath Cabinets at Reasonable Prices

Get a free bid and compare

Oak • Maple • Hickory • Cherry • Ash • Walnut

• Plywood Cases, Dovetail Drawers, Softclose Hinges & Glides
• Commercial Quality Finishes
• Custom Widths & Heights With No Upcharge
• Painted Cabinets With 100’s of Color Choices

All Domestic Hardwoods Painted Cabinets

Gene Fisher
Hillcrest, IL

Please Call for Appointments
(815) 761-1531

SPORTS
RTHS Girls Bowling

Lady Hubs score road 
victory over Lisle

Rochelle falls to Oregon, DeKalb
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity bowling team battled 
DeKalb in a nonconference 
home match on Wednes-
day, falling 2,444-2,317. 
Freshman Cassidy Vincent 
rolled a team-high 505 
series for the Lady Hubs 
(4-7, 3-4 Interstate 8) and 
sophomore Faith Adams 
followed with a 430 series 
against the Barbs.

DeKalb claimed the 
first game 826-768 behind 
Kayden Royalty’s 208. 
Vincent fired 190 to lead 
Rochelle in the opening 
game, while Adams scored 
148 and senior Zoe Rourke 
chipped in 121 for the Lady 
Hubs. The Barbs took the 
second game 860-756, with 
Royalty shooting 188 and 
Mackenzie Condon add-
ing 162.

The Lady Hubs avoided 
the sweep on Wednesday, 
winning the third game 
793-758 but losing the 
series by 126 pins. Vincent 
recorded 170 and senior 
Carly Summers rolled 
160 to lead Rochelle in 
the series finale. Royalty 
led the Barbs with 188 to 
finish with a match-best 
564 series, while Condon 
totaled 159 for DeKalb.

Lisle
The Rochelle Lady 

Hub varsity bowling team 
picked up a nonconference 
road win against Lisle on 
Thursday, winning 2,304-
1,801. Freshman Cassidy 
Vincent shot a team-high 
469 series for the Lady 
Hubs (5-7, 3-4 Interstate 8).

Rochelle opened the 
series with a 747-596 vic-
tory during the first game. 
Vincent led the Lady Hubs 
with 153 and sophomore 
Faith Adams followed 
with 140. Rochelle claimed 
the second game 709-580 
behind 129 from senior 
Anna Samo.

The Lady Hubs com-
pleted the three-game 

sweep with an 848-625 
win during the third game. 
Vincent fired a series-high 
203 for Rochelle, while 
Samo scored 151 to finish 
with a 387 series and senior 
Zoe Rourke totaled 149 for 
a 402 series.

Oregon
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity bowling team took 
one game from the Oregon 
Hawks on Monday, falling 
just short in a 2,485-2,416 
series loss. Freshman Cas-
sidy Vincent fired a team-
high 544 series and 212 high 
varsity game for Rochelle 
(5-8, 3-4 Interstate 8).

Oregon surged ahead 
in the first game, win-
ning 834-739 behind Ava 
Wight’s 181 and Mackenzie 
Alford’s 167. Senior Anna 

Samo led the Lady Hubs 
with 169 in the first game 
and Vincent followed with 
165.

Rochelle cruised over 
the Hawks 902-796 in the 
second game to take the se-
ries lead. Vincent’s 212 and 
Samo’s 166 were highlights 
for the Lady Hubs, while 
sophomore Faith Adams 
rolled 163 as well. Alford 
and Wight scored 157 and 
154 for Oregon.

The Hawks stole the 
series in the end, winning 
the third game 855-775. 
Wight recorded 174 for 
a 509 series and Alford 
added 150 for a 474 series. 
Vincent totaled 167 and 
Adams chipped in 147 for 
the Lady Hubs in the final 
game. Samo scored 136 to 
finish with a 471 series.

Sophomore Anahi Alanis looks for her mark down 
lane for the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity bowling team.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Girls Basketball

Senior Zoey Tabor drives around Morris defender Brooklyn Lind during the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball game against the Redskins on Friday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Rochelle outlasts Morris
Darby leads Lady Hubs to 43-37 win

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Kend-
yl Darby looked like a fresh-
man during the first half of 
the Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity basketball team’s home 
matchup against Morris on 
Friday. The second half was 
another story, however, as 
Darby showed confidence 
down the stretch and led 
the Lady Hubs to a 43-37 
victory over the Redskins.

With multiple players 
out due to injuries, Rochelle 
needed someone to step up 
in the fourth quarter after 
struggling to hold off the 
Redskins throughout the 
game. That someone was 
Darby, who scored eight of 
her team-high 14 points in 
the fourth quarter to help 
Rochelle close out the In-
terstate 8 win.

“It felt really good to 
win that game,” Darby said. 
“We came out really flat at 
the start of the game but I 
thought we came out after 
halftime with a much differ-
ent mindset. My teammates 
were feeding me the ball 
and it felt amazing because 
I know I’m a freshman and 
even my coach said I played 
like a freshman in the first 
half. But I was ready to 
take over at the end and 
it’s a really big confidence 
booster for me. We haven’t 
had a double-digit winning 
season in a while so it was 
great that we earned our 10th 

win tonight.”
Rochelle (10-13, 3-5 

Interstate 8) entered Fri-
day’s matchup without two 
starters including senior 
forward Abby Luxton and 
sophomore guard Alivia 
Henkel. Moriah Mayberry 
and Maddy Shannon spear-
headed the charge for the 
Redskins, who came into 
the matchup seeking their 
first conference win of the 
season. Mayberry and Shan-
non each scored 11 points 
for the Redskins, who held a 
13-12 lead after one quarter.

Senior Adriannah Davis-
Carter helped spark the 
Lady Hubs off the bench, 
knocking down a trio of 
mid-range jumpers to fin-
ish the first half with six 
points. Rochelle collec-
tively struggled to convert 
key shots, however, allow-
ing Morris to remain within 
two points of the Lady Hubs 
throughout the second and 
third quarters.

“We didn’t play our best 
tonight, but coming out with 
a victory when we were los-
ing at halftime and finishing 
the way we did was a big 
confidence booster for us,” 
head coach Ryan McQuade 
said. “Adriannah has grown 
so much this season and it’s 
been huge for us because not 
only has she been locking 
down on defense, but she’s 
been producing on offense. 
Getting that level of produc-
tion from her is huge for us.”

Darby began asserting 

herself in the fourth quarter, 
attacking Morris defenders 
off the dribble and finding 
space inside to post up for 
shots around the basket. 
After scoring all six of her 
points on free throws in the 
first half, Darby converted 
layups on three consecu-
tive possessions midway 
through the fourth quarter, 
giving the Lady Hubs a 
nine-point advantage and 
their largest lead of the 
evening on Friday. Senior 
Zoey Tabor scored eight 
points in the win.

“I got on our girls at 
halftime and I didn’t speak 
directly to Kendyl, but I 
thought she played like a 
freshman in the first half,” 
McQuade said. “But the 
way she responded in the 
second half… She grew up 
tonight and she looked like 
a varsity basketball player. 
Having the ability to get into 
a freshman like that and then 
see her respond the way she 
did... I really like that as a 
coach and it’s a big moment 
for our team.”

Sycamore
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity basketball team 
faced Sycamore on the road 
this past Tuesday, falling 50-
31. Senior Abby Luxton led 
Rochelle with eight points, 
while seniors Zoey Tabor 
and Josie Lundquist each 
scored seven points. Junior 
Torrin Nantz finished with 
six points.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Saturday March 19th, 2022

10 AM
We will offer at Public Auction the following described Real Estate at Public 
Auction. This auction will be held on site at 10411 E Kyte Rd., Rochelle IL 
61068. On Auction Day, watch for Bearrows Real Estate & Auction signs From 
Skare Rd. & Flagg Blacktop, West of Rochelle on Flagg. Contact Auctioneer 
John Bearrows at 815-739-9150 for a private viewing or visit our web site at 
www.bearrows.com for further information & pictures.
DESCRIPTION OF REAL ESTATE:   This auction will feature a 5.88 Acre tract 
of land with a very large (3144 sq ft) 4 Plus bedroom 2-story home, complete 
with 3 full bathrooms. The home has 2-furnaces, 1 being newer, (Natural Gas) 
and 2 central air units. Home features a 26’x24’ master bedroom suite with walk 
in closet & full bath, Gas fireplace, hardwood floors, and a family room addition 
that has an office or extra bedroom and so much more. Large walk-in attic, and a 
partially finished basement with wet bar. The outbuildings include a 54’x 42’ cold 
storage pole barn with concrete floor, another 90’ x 42’ pole barn with a heated 
42’x 30’ garage/rec room. Other buildings include a large barn with a newer 
horse barn attached, and a lean-to horse pen area. There is a large machine 
shed and smaller garden shed as well. This truly is a spectacular offering. 
Contact Auctioneer John Bearrows at 815-739-9150 for full details. REAL 
ESTATE TERMS:  $10,000.00 down the day of the auction, with the balance due 
on or before April 29th, 2022, at which time full possession will be given. Seller 
to provide an appropriate executed deed as well as a merchantable Title Policy 
in the amount of the purchase price.  This property is being conveyed in its “As-
Is” condition without any contingencies with regard to financing and/or the sale 
of another piece of property.  All announcements made the day of auction take 
precedence over all prior advertising.

Holcomb Bank – Owner
Auctioneer: John Bearrows – 815-739-9150

Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W IL Rt#38

Rochelle IL 61068

AUCTIONEER:
JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL

(815) 739-9150
IL Lic. #440000243

Visit our website www.bearrows.com
(815) 562-5113 

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY
IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE )P 79
OF )  
ALICE M. )
LEANDER, )
Deceased. ) 
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of ALICE M. 
LEANDER, of Rochelle, 
Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued 
on October 29, 2021, 
to LAWRENCE D. 
KOEHLER, whose 
address is 207 E. 
Monroe Street, 
Jackson, MO 63755, 
and whose attorneys 
are Fearer, Nye & 
Chadwick, 420 4th 
Avenue, PO Box 117, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than July 23, 
2022, and any claim not 
filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the 
representative and to 
the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for LAWRENCE D. 
KOEHLER, Executor of 
the Estate of ALICE M. 
LEANDER, deceased
No. 0124 (Jan. 26, Feb. 
2, 9)

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

E X P E R I E N C E D 
Housekeeper Wanted. 
References Required. 
(815) 561-0021 
(02/02/2022)

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 

dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Console Record Player, 
Like New, (815) 734-
6597 (1-30-22)

Breaking up my electric 
train sets for sale. 3 HO 
Gauge includes a Coca-
Cola 2004 Holiday 
Edition. 3 0-27 gauge 
includes Coca-Cola 
Limited Edition. Please 
call (815) 562-2582 and 
leave a message. 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

TABLE and 6-Chairs 
with leaf. $180 OBO 
779-221-4434. (01-26-
22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

Hwy 251 North (221 Powers Road)
1 Mile North of Rochelle in Hillcrest

(815) 562-2465

FREE
LOCAL 

PICKUP & 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE

H
S

20
15

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am

Call us for a ride: 815-562-5050
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F
2

0
1

7

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F
2

0
1

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
S

F
2

0
1

6

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Damaris

Macias

Year: Freshman

Sport: Dance

Addison

Stewart

Year: Sophomore

Sport: Dance

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: 12 years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: The family aspect when we 

practice and the competitiveness that 
every single one of us has.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: P.E. or math. I like to work out 
and control my own progress and 

math comes easy to me.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Simone Biles because she has 

so much power and resilience and 
she pushes through every challenge.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My parents and coach Kass 
because they push me and make me 

better in sports and in life.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: Something in law since I’ve 

always wanted to help other without 
having to contact them like a doctor.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: An around-the-world trip so I 
can experience everything the world 
has and learn about various cultures.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: The teachers are involved with 

sports and they’re understanding 
when we have to miss time. They care 

about our health and wellness.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Between four and five years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I enjoy how it really lets me 

connect to music and express myself 
in ways I can’t in person.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Conditioning because I like 
to be active and I enjoy getting 

stronger everyday.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My sister because she’s one of 

the best dancers I know and dancing 
was more than a sport to her. It was 
her passion and I feel the same way.

Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: Something in marketing or 

advertising, especially in the Asian 
region of the world because I’m very 

fond of their cultures and values.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: South Korea because of their 

new hip-hop dance style and I could 
learn about their techniques.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: I enjoy the amount of 

opportunities a student-athlete can 
have at RTHS. I enjoy getting better, 

learning  and growing and it’s in-
credible to see what I can accomplish 

as a student-athlete when I set my 
mind to it.
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SPORTS LADY HUBS TOP MORRIS 
 
The Rochelle Lady Hub basketball team 
took down Morris at home on Friday. 
 
See page 9 for more details
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RTHS Dance

Twirling to Bloomington 
Chellettes advance to fourth straight IHSA State Championship meet

The Rochelle Township High School dance team took third in the IHSA 1A Sycamore Sectional on Saturday and 
earned a spot in the IHSA State Championship meet. Pictured above from left to right are Abby Dall, Olivia 
Mitchell, Addison Stewart, Macy Ramos, Alexis Huerta, Ava McGee, Kayla Ortega (back row), Miranda Dubek, 
Taylor Ponto, Kayden Kannheiser and Jasmine Sarabia. The team is coached by Kass Smith.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021 90 Days Same as Cash                                 Tuesday - Friday 9am - 4pm. Saturday 9am - 1pm. Closed Sunday and Monday.

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 01
05

20
22HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

You’’ Love Our 
Formal to Casual  

Dining Room Tables
Kitchen Tables

Buffets, Hutches & Servers
All priced to sell!

RTHS Wrestling

Hubs finish second at Interstate 8 Conference meet
Rochelle matmen bring home individual medal, ribbon honors

The Rochelle Hub wrestling team saw several varsity athletes earn medals at the Interstate 8 Conference meet on Saturday. Above from left to right are Xavier 
Villalobos, Weldon Nay, Joseph Nadig, Wesley Brown, Kaiden Morris, Jaden Cook, Jorge Driggs, Brock Metzger, Grant Gensler, Brandyn Metzger and Tommy Tourdot.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — The 
Rochelle Hub wrestling 
team shined at the Inter-
state 8 Conference Cham-
pionship meet on Satur-
day, with several varsity 
and JV athletes bringing 
home individual awards 
during the tournament. 
Rochelle (19-6. 6-1 In-
terstate 8) finished second 

in the varsity competition 
with 184 total points.

“Wrestling is about 
pride and honor and the 
kids need to continue 
wrestling hard for six 
minutes,” head coach 
Alphonso Vruno said. 
“We talked throughout 
the day and I thought 
the kids really started to 
wrestle well and listen to 
what we’ve been work-
ing on during practice. 

The kids really turned the 
tournament around and we 
took second in a pretty 
competitive tournament 
without one of our better 
wrestlers. The kids need 
to stay motivated for the 
regional and we want our 
whole team to be a part of 
that experience.”

Freshman Xavier Vil-
lalobos won the 113-pound 
varsity championship, 
earning a 12-4 major de-

cision over Sycamore’s 
Jonathan Buckheister be-
fore defeating Kaneland’s 
Kamron Scholl by 7-4 de-
cision in the finals. Fresh-
man Joseph Nadig won 
the 120-pound varsity 
championship, scoring a 
first-period pin against Ot-
tawa’s Landon Marx and 
a second-period pin over 
LaSalle-Peru’s Reegan 
Kellett in the finals.

Freshman Kaiden Mor-

ris won the 220-pound 
varsity championship, re-
cording back-to-back pins 
against Sandwich’s Kaid-
en Gustafson in the semifi-
nal round and Sycamore’s 
Jackson Funderburg in the 
finals. Sophomore Tommy 
Tourdot took second in 
the 106-pound varsity 
bracket, edging Morris 
wrestler Brandon Ander-
son by 4-2 decision before 
falling against Kaneland’s 

Cameron Phillips in the 
final round.

Junior Jaden Cook 
finished second in the 
285-pound varsity brack-
et, winning by fall over 
Sandwich’s Jaime Serrano 
and Morris wrestler Justin 
Hemmersbach but falling 
against Sycamore’s Lin-
coln Cooley in the final 
round. 

See HUBS page 8

SYCAMORE — Qual-
ifying for the IHSA State 
Championship has be-
come second nature for the 
Rochelle Chellette dance 
team. Having reached the 
IHSA State Championship 
meet in each of the last 
three seasons, Rochelle 
sought out its fourth bid 
in a row on Saturday, with 
the girls putting together 
perhaps their best routine 
of the season in the IHSA 
1A Sycamore Sectional.

Performing to Stepha-
nie Rainey’s “Simply the 
Best” and motivated for 
a return to the state meet, 
Rochelle scored 80.17 
points to take third place 
out of 13 schools in the 1A 
class and seal a fourth con-
secutive state-qualifying 
berth. The Chellettes have 
formed a dance dynasty at 
RTHS, where they’ve ad-
vanced to the IHSA State 
Championship meet eight 
times in 10 years.

“We changed our rou-
tine halfway through the 
season and it felt really 
good to make it to the state 
meet with the changes 
we made so quickly,” 
senior Jasmine Sarabia 
said. “We’ve advanced 
to the state meet in all of 
my years here at the high 
school and this opportu-
nity is really exciting for 

all of us. It’s been amazing 
to see my teammates grow 
into the dancers they are 
now and the bonds we’ve 
made are a huge part of 
our success over the last 
few years.”

It’s been another suc-
cessful season for the 
Chellettes, who won the 
Class 1A title at the Wau-
bonsie Valley Invitational 
and finished fourth at the 
Interstate 8 Conference 
meet. Unlike past years 
where Rochelle’s routine 
has expressed more sad 
emotions, senior Taylor 
Ponto said the team shifted 
its focus to a different 
routine that emphasized 
happiness and love.

“I thought the sectional 
was our best performance 
of the season,” Ponto 
said. “We were a lot more 
confident with all of our 
turns and we didn’t have 
many missteps. It’s a much 
happier routine than we’ve 
had over the last few years. 
Our routine earlier this 
season was much more 
sad and angry, but we 
decided to switch things 
up and show more happi-
ness and the sweetness of 
love. We really focus on 
portraying the emotions 
from the music throughout 
our routine.”

The team will leave 

RTHS for the IHSA State 
Championship meet on 
Thursday before perform-
ing in the preliminary 
round on Friday at 12:25 
p.m. at the Grossinger 
Motors Arena in Bloom-
ington. After missing out 
on the experience of per-
forming live during the 
2020-21 season due to 
COVID-19, senior Kayden 
Kannheiser and the Chel-

lettes are eager to return to 
the stage for their first live 
state performance in two 
years. Rochelle took 10th 
in Class 1A last season.

“The lights are on and 
it’s a lot different than be-
ing on a gym floor where 
we can see everybody,” 
Kannheiser said. “It’s a 
different atmosphere at 
the state meet and I like 
it a lot. It’s new and it’s 

an adrenaline rush for all 
of us. We’re definitely 
excited and it means a lot, 
especially for me since 
it’s my last year and I was 
injured last year. I didn’t 
know if I would be able 
to come back and perform 
again after my injury, but it 
really means a lot to me.”

Thirty teams in each 
class (1A, 2A and 3A) 
will participate in the pre-

liminary round, with the 
top 10 teams in each class 
advancing to the finals on 
Saturday. Rochelle last 
reached the finals during 
the 2019-20 season, when 
the Chellettes finished 
sixth in Class 1A. It’s the 
first time in school history 
that Rochelle has reached 
the IHSA State Champion-
ship meet in four straight 
seasons.


