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MENDOTA – Mendota 
schools will be among those 
in the state who will continue 
to enforce mask mandates 
after a circuit court judge 
late on Feb. 4 ruled Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s mask and vaccine 
mandates null and void.

J. Bradley Cox, superin-
tendent of Mendota Elemen-
tary District 289, issued the 
following statement:

As many of you know, 
there was a court ruling in 
Springfield late on Friday on 
the current pandemic mitiga-
tion measures issued by the 
Governor and the Illinois 
Department of Public Health. 
It is important to note that this 
ruling is not a class action 
lawsuit, meaning that its 
findings do not directly apply 
to our District. (According 
to legal counsel, the court 
that made this ruling has no 
jurisdiction over our District 
and community.)

Our current Plan was 
adopted by the Board of 

By GREG BISHOP
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD – Some 
Illinois school districts said 
they would continue to en-
force mask mandates while 
others decided to go mask 
optional or even close after 
a circuit court judge late 
on Feb. 4 ruled Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s mask and vaccine 
mandates null and void.

Pritzker’s mandates have 
been in effect since last fall. 
Separate lawsuits from hun-
dreds of plaintiffs in about 
150 schools challenged the 
mandates with the cases 
heard over several days last 
month.

Sangamon County Cir-
cuit Court Judge Raylene 
Grischow on Feb. 4 said in 
a ruling granting a temporary 
restraining order against the 
mandates that the governor’s 

Judge blocks schools from enforcing 
Gov. Pritzker’s mask, vaccine mandates

The governor’s orders seemed to try and work around indi-
vidual due process in law and the bureaucratic maneuvering 
is a “type of evil” that the law was intended to constrain.

–Sangamon County Circuit Court Judge Raylene Grischow

orders seemed to try and 
work around individual due 
process in law and called the 
bureaucratic maneuvering a 
“type of evil” that the law 
was intended to constrain.

The judge ordered dis-
tricts to temporarily halt re-
quiring masks and excluding 
children from school and stop 
requiring vaccines or testing 
for teachers, unless there’s 
individual due process. She 
said all non-named districts 
may govern themselves ac-
cordingly.

Attorney Thomas De-
Vore, who filed the separate 
cases on behalf of more 

than 700 plaintiffs against 
nearly 170 school districts, 
the Pritzker administration 
and state education officials, 
argued state statute requires 
due process for medical 
devices or procedures to be 
forced on someone.

“I can only hope this 
might be the time for the 
Governor to lift what the 
Court has found to be illegal 
mandates and let the good 
people of this state get back 
to their lives,” DeVore told 
The Center Square after the 
ruling.

Before the ruling was 
issued, Pritzker still wouldn’t 

say when he’ll lift his mask 
mandate in schools.

“I believe that we should 
remove masks as soon as 
we possibly can,” Pritzker 
said Friday afternoon. “I’m 
constantly listening to the 
doctors and scientists and 
encouraging them, ‘when 
can we do this, what’s the 
right time, what’s the right 
way to do it.’ And so, very 
hopeful we can make an 
announcement about that.”

After the judge’s ruling 
blocking mandates, the gov-

Mendota schools not part of mask lawsuit;
face masks still required in school buildings

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – A Mendota 
intersection will become a 
four-way stop and another 
Dollar General may be 
coming to Mendota, it was 
learned at the Feb. 7 regular 
meeting of the Mendota City 
Council.

Alderman Kyle Kim 
informed the council that a 
traffic study was conducted 
in the 1200 block of Jefferson 
Street and it was determined 
that four stop signs will be 
placed at the intersection of 
Jefferson Street and Wiscon-
sin Avenue. Kim added that 
pedestrian cross lines will 
be painted when weather 
permits.

Also from Kim’s report, 
the council approved a new 
contract with Northern Illi-
nois Ambulance Billing for 
fire department billing and 
also amended the ordinance 
for ambulance and fire rates 
to reflect the new rates.

Alderman John Hes-
senberger called a Zoning 
Board of Appeals meeting 
for 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 3 in the City Council 
chambers to consider vari-
ance requests from Dollar 
General. The requests are 
for property located at 
the southwest corner of 
the intersection of 12th 
Street (U.S. 34) and Lori 
Lane, and if approved, a 

Construction of a Dollar General store is being proposed 
for 12th Street and Lori Lane on the east side of Mendota.

Dollar General proposing
a second Mendota location
q City intersection getting 4 stop signs

12,480-square foot Dollar 
General will be constructed 
on the site.

Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick 
said bid packets are available 
for the 2022 curb project. 
The project will involve both 
sides of Springfield Street 
from Pennsylvania Avenue 
to Indiana Avenue, and the 
south side of 16th Street from 
Augustine Avenue to Lincoln 
Avenue. Bids will be opened 
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 22.

Alderman John Holland 
said budget meetings will 
begin Thursday, Feb. 17 at 
5 p.m.

Alderman Jay Miller 
called a License Committee 
meeting for 5:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 10.

In other items, Police 
Chief Greg Kellen informed 
the council that the entry 
patrolman application list 
will be posted and candidates 
informed with a letter.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 
5:30 p.m.

Mendota High School 
senior Jacob Swope, left, 
shows his surviving egg to 
teacher Joe Hughes after 
withstanding a drop from 
8 meters (about 26 feet) 
during an egg drop proj-
ect in physics class. MHS 
students and staff, as well 
as visitors to MHS, will 
be required to continue to 
wear face masks while in 
the building.

Education in August of 
2021. This Plan specifically 
outlines that the District will 
follow the CDC guidance 
(“the District plan is subject 
to change due to a change in 
guidance or mandates from 
ISBE, IDPH, CDC, and the 
Governor’s Office”). The 
current CDC guidance can 
be found on their website: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coro-
navirus/2019-ncov/commu-
nity/schools-childcare/k-12-
guidance.html

The CDC guidance spe-
cifically says:

● Indoors: CDC recom-
mends indoor masking for 
all individuals ages 2 years 

and older, including students, 
teachers, staff, and visitors, re-
gardless of vaccination status.

This means that tomorrow 
morning (Monday, Feb. 7), 
we will all continue to mask 
in accordance with CDC 
guidelines, on campus and 
buses. As we have done all 
year, anyone who comes to 
school without a mask will be 
provided one prior to going 
to their classroom.

Superintendent Jeff Pru-
sator gave the following 
statement for Mendota High 
School District 280:

On Feb. 4, 2022, a circuit 
court judge in Southern Illi-
nois issued a temporary re-
straining order involving the 
masks mandate in schools, 
testing, and quarantining of 
close contact students. This 
temporary restraining order 
applies only to the schools 
named in the court cases. 

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Two bills aimed at 
relieving the state’s teacher shortage, at 
least in the short term, advanced out of 
a Senate committee last week.

The Senate Education Committee 
unanimously endorsed two bills that 
would allow retired teachers to work 
as substitutes more days in a school 
year without losing any of their pension 
benefits.

“We all know that the teacher short-
age is significant and it had been prior 
to COVID, and we were already trying 
to find a solution,” said Sen. Kimberly 
Lightford, D-Maywood, the Senate 
majority leader. “But once COVID hit, 
it’s exacerbated because of the social 
distancing that’s required. Many school 

districts have classrooms that have far 
too many children in them, which is 
requiring that additional staffing.”

Lightford was speaking in favor of 
Senate Bill 3201, by Sen. Napoleon 
Harris, D-Harvey. In its current form, 
it would extend the return-to-work limit 
for downstate teachers in the Illinois 
Teachers Retirement System to 150 days 
from its current 120 days. But Harris 
said he intends to amend the bill to 
drop the proposed limit to 140 days to 
satisfy concerns from teachers’ unions.

Allowing retired teachers more flex-
ibility to return to work was one of the 
recommendations of the Illinois Asso-
ciation of Regional Superintendents of 
Schools when they released their annual 
survey in January in which 88 percent 
of the districts responding said they had 

a shortage of full-time teachers, while 
96 percent said they had a shortage of 
substitute teachers. 

But that would only be a short-term 
solution. A similar bill is pending in the 
House that would extend the return-to-
work limit only through June 30 of this 
year. Harris, however, said he thinks it 
should be extended through the 2022-
2023 academic year as well.

“I’d like to keep it until the follow-
ing school year due to the fact that 
this school year is pretty much almost 
over,” he said. 

He said extending it through June 
2023 would “give the school districts 
and administrators time to navigate 

Bills to address teacher shortages advance

The Senate Education Committee unanimously endorsed 
two bills that would allow retired teachers to work as 
substitutes more days in a school year without losing any 
of their pension benefits.
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(815) 539-9396
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota

Coupon must accompany payment.
Subscriptions also include free 
access to our E-Edition!

Subscriber Name:__________________________
Address:__________________________________
City:_______________________________________                                             
State:__________________  Zip:_______________ 
Telephone:________________________________
Email:_____________________________________
Payment Enclosed 
 
Call 815-539-9396 and mention this 
February Valentine’s Day deal if you wish  
        to pay by credit or debit card.  
                    Offer expires 2/28/22.

February Valentine’s Day Deal

The savings have never been sweeter, thanks to 
our February Valentine’s Day deals.

Throughout the month of February, purchase a 12 
Month Subscription to the Mendota Reporter for a 
special discounted rate.
 In Area  
$50.00 
(includes Bureau, Lee & LaSalle Counties)

Out of Area
$70.00
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31
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22

www.eurekasavings.com

NMLS#447018

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st South St.
Wenona, IL 61377

Ph: 853-4333

Are You Saving For 
A Rainy Day?

Saving is easy when you have the right 
plan. Come in today and talk to one of our 

knowledgeable advisors to find out how you 
can start getting more from your money.

• CDs • Money Markets
• IRAs • Savings

See Local News online at  www.mendotareporter.com

Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

Students at Blackstone can work 
together as a class to earn Paw Pride 
certificates. Certificates can be earned 
by showing positive behavior throughout 
our school. Each trimester, there is a goal 
to reach and those classes earn a reward 
with me. For the second trimester, we just 
had three classes reach their reward this 
week so they will earn game time with 
me. Congratulations to students in Mrs. 
Lindenmeyer, Mrs. Higdon and Mrs. 
Nurnberg’s classes for already reaching 
their goal!

The students nominated for the Princi-
pal Award this past week included Keegan 
Mauch, Leona Watson, Damien Arteaga, 
Shandi Matura, Kaidyn Swope, Gage 
Cordella, Syomara Gonzalez and Shane 
Luebbing. The winners were Charles 
Smith, Ximena Salinas, Raelynn Gibson 
and Delilah Wallace. Congratulations to 
all of you!

At Blackstone School, we have a kind-
ness program and our motto is “Kindness 
Begins With Me.” We constantly talk to 
our students about being kind kids. That 
means being kind to their friends, to their 

teachers and also to their families. At 
the end of every month, each classroom 
teacher will pick one student who has 
gone above and beyond to show kindness 
to others. 

All of our January winners were just 
announced. Congratulations to Koreeann 
Riniker, Carter Stallings, Cian Gaspar, 
Paola Arteaga, Damien Arteaga, Kale 
Smith, Marshal Brown, Gage Cordella, 
Camilo Murillo, Layla Martinez, Finley 
Bonnell and Santiago Raya. Keep being 
KIND KIDS!

Due to the huge success of our Noth-
ing Bundt Cake fundraiser, the pick-up 
date has to be changed by the company. 
The pick-up date is now Friday, Feb. 11 
from 3-5 p.m. at Lincoln School. Again, 
thank you to all who participated in this 
fundraiser. We appreciate your support.

Students recently brought home a 
flyer to order a 2021-2022 elementary 
yearbook from Inter-State Studios. The 
yearbook cost is $15. Orders are due on 
Friday, Feb. 25. You can also order online. 
The order information is on the flyer. The 
elementary yearbook includes all students 
in prek-4th grade.

Lincoln School 
R.E.A.C.H. 
Award 
The following Lincoln 
School students were 
nominated by their teacher 
for the R.E.A.C.H. Award 
for the month of January: 
Ayden Stallings, Nikkie 
Figueroa, Alexxa Figueroa, 
Aubrey Mathieu, Samuel 
Saylor, Victor Correa, 
Lyncoln Daley, Dia Zendeli, 
Cruz Arteaga,  Angel 
Rivera, Camilo Ramirez, 
Isabella Silva, Cooper 
Klein, Gage Hanson, Billy 
Bromenschenkel, Lila 
Coss, Miguel Valencia, 
Khiel Ford. Please note: 
Students are not named in 
order. (Photo contributed)

Fritts to run for 74th Dist. Representative
DIXON – Brad Fritts 

has announced his intention 
to seek the office of State 
Representative in the 74th 
District. The following is 
an announcement he made 
on the Dixon riverfront on 
Feb. 4.

“For 22 years, I have 
grown up, lived, and worked 
in Illinois. I have been to 
countless dinners and fol-
lowed and worked behind 
some of the greatest politi-
cians to ever hold office. In 
my whole lifetime however, 
I have never heard anyone 
say, “It sure is nice to live in 
Illinois.” Or “I love where I 
live.” The general population 

has lost hope. I 
have watched 
c o u n t l e s s 
friends, family, 
and neighbors 
leave this state 
for lower tax-
es, better jobs, 
better schools, 
and better in-
f r a s t ruc tu re . 
We are letting 
the inept career 
politicians of 
Springfield divide our fam-
ilies and push out the very 
people we care about the 
most. Not only that, but it 
is all being done with our 
own hard-earned tax money. 

The origin of this 
country did not 
stem from a pop-
ulation of people 
who let them-
selves be taxed 
without proper 
representation. 
We were born 
from a group of 
people that had a 
dream of self-rep-
resentation, and 
literally gave 

their lives to make that dream 
happen. Now is the time to 
take back what is ours, and 
I will lead that charge.

Valentine’s Story Time at Graves-Hume Public Library
MENDOTA - Love is in the air! 

Graves-Hume Public Library will 
offer an All Ages Valentine’s Day-
themed Story Time on Monday, Feb. 
14 beginning at 6 p.m. Join them for 
stories, crafts and other activities. 

“We all love someone, let’s make the 
person you love a special Valentine. Join us 
on Valentine’s Day as we craft, play games 
like ‘hot potato heart’ and read books,” 

said Carolynn Ohlendorf Youth 
Services Manager. “It’ll be such a 
sweet day!” 

Graves-Hume Public Library 
programs are open to all. No library 

card is required. Registration is encouraged 
for youth programs. Call (815) 538-5142 or 
visit the library to register. 

Check out the library’s Facebook page 
for more details or stop in for a newsletter. 

Fritts

See FRITTS, Page A4

HCC, Inc. announces 
promotions and retirements

MENDOTA – Brian Nel-
son, President and Chairman 
of HCC, Inc., announced that 
Mark Lamboley, Executive 
Vice President, will take on 
the additional responsibil-
ities for oversight of HCC 
Curitiba, South America. 
This will be in addition to 
his duties of oversight for 
Triple C Manufacturing, Inc. 
and HCC Mendota. 

The Curitiba Facility, like 
Mendota, manufacturers 
sieves, chaffers and reels for 
the combine industry.

In addition, David Young 
has been promoted to Direc-
tor of Engineering replacing 
Jeff Maney. Maney decided 

to retire at the end of 2021, 
but will continue to support 
new product/process activi-
ties in a consulting role for 
HCC, Inc.

HCC, Inc. is a holding 
company comprised of four 
locations including HCC 
Mendota, HCC Curitiba, Tri-
ple C Manufacturing, Inc. in 
Sabetha, Kan. and Graphics 
and Industrial Circuits, LLC. 
in Kirkland. 

HCC, Inc. has expertise 
in complex fabricated as-
semblies for the ag industry, 
hydraulic lift beds for the 
ranching and utilities indus-
try, along with electronic 
contract assembly.

Contact us by e-mail
Bonnie Morris 

bmorris@mendotareporter.com
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In Honor Of

Financial Plus 
Credit Union

(815) 539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

Midland  
States Bank

(815) 539-9346
Member FDIC

Eureka  
Savings Bank

(815) 539-5656
Member FDIC

First State Bank
(815) 538-2265
Member FDIC

The Following Financial Institutions Will
Be Closed, Monday, Feb. 21

Carl’s Quiz
What is the only food that never 

expires?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: The tradition of 
house painters wearing white overalls had become 
the standard in the painting industry by the mid-

1800s when members of the International Union of 
Painters and Allied Trades wore whites to distin-

guish themselves from non-unionized painters. The 
color also set painters apart from farmers, who 

wore blue or brown as a rule, and railway workers, 
who wore pinstripes. 

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

John & Cathy Betz

Mendota Weather Feb. 9, 2022
Seven Day Forecast

Wednesday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 37 Low: 20

Thursday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 31 Low: 23

Friday

Chance Snow

High: 41 Low: 15

Saturday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 24 Low: 8

Sunday

Partly Cloudy

High: 26 Low: 11

Monday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 28 Low: 12

Tuesday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 30 Low: 15

In-Depth Forecast
Wednesday we will see mostly 

cloudy skies with a high temperature 

of 37°, humidity of 76%. West wind 

11 to 17 mph. The record high 

temperature for Wednesday is 58° set 

in 1990. Expect mostly cloudy skies 

Wednesday night with an overnight 

low of 20°. West northwest wind 13 

to 16 mph. The wind chill for 

Wednesday night could reach 7°. The 

record low for Wednesday night is 

-15° set in 1975.

Last Week's Local Almanac
Date Hi Lo Normals Precip

Monday 38 15 28/11 0.00"

Tuesday 50 27 28/12 0.04"

Wednesday 20 14 28/12 0.02"

Thursday 18 10 29/12 0.00"

Friday 23 4 29/12 0.00"

Saturday 18 -1 29/12 0.00"

Sunday 34 16 29/12 0.00"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rainfall 0.06"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal rainfall 0.31"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure -0.25"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average temp 20.4°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average normal 20.2°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure +0.2°

Data as reported from Peru, Ill.

Local Sun/Moon Chart This Week
Day Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Wednesday 6:59 a.m. 5:22 p.m. 11:22 a.m. 1:38 a.m.

Thursday 6:57 a.m. 5:23 p.m. 11:56 a.m. 2:40 a.m.

Friday 6:56 a.m. 5:25 p.m. 12:37 p.m. 3:39 a.m.

Saturday 6:55 a.m. 5:26 p.m. 1:25 p.m. 4:35 a.m.

Sunday 6:54 a.m. 5:27 p.m. 2:20 p.m. 5:24 a.m.

Monday 6:52 a.m. 5:28 p.m. 3:22 p.m. 6:07 a.m.

Tuesday 6:51 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 4:27 p.m. 6:43 a.m.

Full

2/16

Last

2/23

New

3/2

First

3/10

Regional Cities
Wednesday  Thursday

City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx

36/21 mc 29/22 mcAurora

38/23 mc 30/22 pcChampaign

37/24 mc 29/23 mcChicago

37/18 mc 31/24 mcFreeport

37/21 mc 29/22 mcJoliet

40/19 mc 35/28 pcMoline

40/21 mc 32/26 pcPeoria

37/20 mc 31/24 mcRockford

40/22 pc 33/26 pcSpringfield

Local UV Index

                  
0 - 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11+  

UV Index

0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate,

6-7: High, 8-10: Very High,

11+: Extreme Exposure

www.WhatsOurWeather.com

Weather History
Feb. 9, 1933 - The temperature at Moran, 
Wyo., located next to Teton National Park, 
plunged to 63 degrees below zero to 
establish a state record. The temperature at 
the Riverside Ranger Station in Montana 
hit 66 below zero to establish a record for 
the nation that stood until 1954.

Feb. 10, 1978 - As much as eight inches of 
rain drenched Southern California, 
resulting in widespread flooding and 
mudslides. The heavy rainfall produced a 
wall of water that ripped through the 
mountain resort community of Hidden 
Springs, drowning at least 13 people.

Weather Trivia
Has it ever snowed on the 
equator before? ?

Answer: Yes. Snow often falls in 
the Andes.

National Weather Summary This Week
The Northeast will see partly to mostly cloudy skies with isolated 

snow, highest temperature of 45 in Washington, D.C. The Southeast 

will experience mostly clear to partly cloudy skies with isolated rain, 

highest temperature of 74 in Pembroke Pines, Fla. The central United 

States will see mostly clear skies with the highest temperature of 67 in 

Laredo, Texas. In the Northwest there will be mostly clear to partly cloudy skies with 

the highest temperature of 63 in Medford, Ore. The Southwest will see clear skies with 

the highest temperature of 86 in La Puente, Calif.

Paw Paw Library to host a virtual 
evening with Jasmine Guillory

PAW PAW - Join the Paw Paw Library on Wednesday, 
Feb. 16 from 7-8:15 p.m. for a lively evening with bestselling 
author Jasmine Guillory as she discusses the importance of 
real life and the modern rom-com.

Guillory is an American novelist, lawyer and author of 
six romance novels including “The Wedding Date,” “The 
Proposal” and “While We Were Dating.” Her stories have 
been described as rollicking, charming, witty, zesty and 
glamourous romantic-comedy novels. Known for her de-
scriptive, fully-developed character-relationships, Guillory 
treats very tenderly and respectfully mental health, depression 
and anxiety. Copies of Guillory’s books are available at the 
Paw Paw Library.

Retiring directors, Rex Elmore, left, and Brian Carlson, 
were recognized at the Bureau County Farm Bureau’s 
Annual Meeting. Elmore, who served as District 3 
Director, was elected in 2004 as the Indiantown Township 
Director, serving for seven years. He then served as vice 
president from 2011-2020 and most recently, was District 
3 Director for one year, a total of 18 years service. Carlson, 
who served as an at-large director, was appointed in 
2012 and elected to the position in 2014, serving the 
organization a total of 10 years. (Photo contributed)

PAW PAW

Betz 50th anniversary 
card shower planned

MENDOTA - John and Cathy (Schultz) Betz will cele-
brate their 50th wedding anniversary on Feb. 19. They were 
married at Holy Cross Church in Mendota on Feb. 19, 1972.

John and Cathy have two children, Melissa (Tyler) Wil-
liams of Parker, Colo. and Kevin (Katie) Betz of Waterman. 
They have five grandchildren, Colton, Shaelyn and Alliah 
Williams and Elsie and Henry Betz.

John is still active in farming and they both keep busy 
with their large garden. They love spending time with their 
family, but especially enjoy spoiling their grandchildren.

The family would like to honor this special milestone with 
a card shower. Cards of congratulations may be mailed to 
John and Cathy at 35244 2500 N. Ave., Mendota, IL 61342.

St. Margaret’s OB services 
moving to Peru location

SPRING VALLEY - In 
November of 2021, St. 
Margaret’s Health filed an 
application with the State 
of Illinois to discontinue 
its obstetrics unit at Spring 
Valley and consolidate all 
of its inpatient obstetrical 
services to the St. Margaret’s 
Health-Peru campus. The 
State recently approved that 
application, allowing St. 
Margaret’s to proceed with 
the consolidation. 

This consolidation, which 
is now set for March 15, 
will enable more efficient 
utilization of resources and 
improve the patient’s labor 
and delivery experience. 

All St. Margaret’s obste-
tricians have medical staff 
privileges at St. Margaret’s 
Health-Peru, so patients will 
not experience any interrup-
tion in their care. Patients can 
expect to receive the same 
quality healthcare services 
they have come to know 
through their same physician 
or provider. 

St. Margaret’s Health 
looks forward to this next 
phase of the affiliation be-
tween the Spring Valley and 
Peru campuses. 

Follow all exciting up-
dates and progress on Face-
book or visit www.aboutsmh.
org. 

Bureau County FB 
holds annual meeting 

PRINCETON - Bureau County Farm Bureau hosted its 
107th annual meeting on Jan. 10 at the Farm Bureau Building 
in Princeton with directors, officers and members in atten-
dance. Members were also able to vote through mail by proxy. 

During the meeting special guests, current directors and 
staff were introduced, members were elected to serve on the 
2022 Bureau County Farm Bureau board and official business 
was approved. Representative Dan Swanson and Representa-
tive Lance Yednock both spoke to those in attendance about 
their committee assignments and house bills to look for in 
this legislative session.  

The following directors were elected to serve a two-year 
term at the meeting: William Anderson, District 2, Seat 2; 
Ray Cheline, District 2, Seat 2; Aaron Sears, District 3, Seat 
2; Lyle Eiten, District 4, Seat 2; and Evan Hultine, At-Large, 
Seat 2. Current directors recognized for their continued 
service at the annual meeting were Brian Sanden District 1, 
Seat 1; Kent Bickett, District 2, Seat 1 and David Ohlson, 
At-Large, Seat 2.

Officers were elected within the board at a reorganization 
board meeting held later that evening following the annual 
meeting. Evan Hultine of Princeton was re-elected to serve 
as President; David Ohlson of Wyanet was elected to serve 
as Vice President, Kent Bickett of Princeton was elected to 
serve as Treasurer and William Anderson of Walnut was 
re-elected to the role of Secretary. Each of these positions is 
for a one-year term.

ANNIVERSARIES

Winter fun workshop for youth
LA SALLE - A Cloverbud 

“Winter Festival of FUN!” 
workshop will be sponsored 
by the LaSalle County 4-H 
youth development program 
on Feb. 26. This workshop is 
for creative youth ages 5-7 
who are invited to expand 
their creativity and experi-
ence what being a Cloverbud 
means. 

Participants will com-
plete up to three creative 
art projects, learn about and 
complete a STEM project in 
addition to enjoying games, 
refreshments and a take 
home treat. The workshop 
will take place on Saturday, 
Feb. 26 from 1-3 p.m. at the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Education Center and 

Community Teaching Kitch-
en, 944 E. First St., LaSalle. 
Enrollment in 4-H is not 
required but attendees must 
register for the workshop. 
Participants should register 
in advance at https://go.il-
linois.edu/cloverbudfun. A 
$5 supply fee will include 
all supplies to make projects 
and refreshments.

To learn more about La-
Salle County 4-H, call (815) 
433-0707 or e-mail Toni Pi-
enta at fusinatt@illinois.edu. 
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Kent E. Smith 
MENDOTA - Kent E. Smith, 64, 

of Mendota, passed away Feb. 3, 
2022 at OSF St. Anthony Medical 
Center, Rockford surrounded by 
loved ones.

A memorial service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 10 at 
Victory Baptist Church, Mendota 
with Pastor Steven Breedlove offi-
ciating. Visitation will be from 9-11 
a.m. Thursday at the church. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is assisting the family.

Kent was born Dec. 16, 1957 in Peru to Walter “Ed” and 
Jean (Currie) Smith. He married Mercy Harris on Aug. 4, 
2001 in a waterfall ceremony in Bureau County.

Survivors include his wife of Mendota; three daughters, 
Abbie (Dillon) Mattingly of Manlius, Bryanna (Nick) Kunz 
of New Bedford and Mecca (Sal) Guerrero of Ohio, Ill.; one 
sister, Terri (Michael) Smith of Peru; and eight grandchildren, 
Landen Mattingly, Maci Mattingly, Maya Kunz, Brantley 
Kunz, Colton Kunz, Jasper Guerrero, Lincoln Guerrero and 
Amelia Guerrero.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one brother, 
Gary.

Kent was a 1977 graduate of LaSalle-Peru High School. 
He was an active member of Victory Baptist Church and 
a Blue Cap leader for Disaster Relief. He enjoyed riding 
his motorcycle and belonged to the Christian Motorcycle 
Association. He loved spending time with his family and 
friends and especially his grandchildren. He also loved to 
go fishing and hunting.

Memorials may be directed to Victory Baptist Church. 
Online condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.  

Helen E. Clark 
SUBLETTE - Helen E. Clark, 

93, of Sublette, passed away Feb. 
2, 2022 at Franklin Grove Living 
and Rehabilitation Center.

Funeral services will be held at 
11 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 11 at the 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota 
with Chaplain Kent Terry officiating. 
Burial will be at Restland Cemetery, 
Mendota. Visitation will be from 
5-7 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 10 at the 
funeral home and for one hour prior to services on Friday.

Helen was born Dec. 8, 1928 in Atkinson to Fredrick and 
Maude (Boothe) Clark. She married Archie Clark on Dec. 15, 
1946 in Ohio, Ill. He preceded her in death on March 28, 1999.

Survivors include one son, John (Cherry) Clark of Nash-
ville, Ind.; three daughters, Connie Hobbs of Amboy, Shirley 
(David) Maki of Lancaster, N.Y. and Debra (Ken) Mann of 
Mendota; 12 grandchildren; 29 great-grandchildren and five 
great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband; one brother, 
Robert Clark; one sister, Katherine Anderson; one grandson, 
Nicholas Clark; and a son-in-law, Douglas Hobbs.

Helen graduated from Ohio High School. She worked 
and retired from Farmers State Bank in Sublette. She was a 
lifetime member of Green River Saddle Club and a member 
of Sublette Union Church and Sublette Fire Department 
Fire Bells.

Memorials may be directed to the Sublette Fire Depart-
ment. Online condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

Katherine J. Funfsinn 
MENDOTA - Katherine J. Funf-

sinn, 79, of Mendota, passed away 
peacefully on Feb. 6, 2022 at Her-
itage Health, Mendota, surrounded 
by her family.

Visitation will be from 5-7 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 11 at the Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota. Mass of 
Christian burial will be at 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 12 at Holy 
Cross Church, Mendota with Father 
Peter Pilon officiating. Burial will be at Saints Peter and Paul 
Catholic Cemetery, Peterstown.

Pallbearers will be Curtis Kittilson, Patrick Dewey, Zach-
ary Dewey, Steve Sondgeroth, Tim Funfsinn, and Trever 
Richmond. Honorary pallbearer is Chuck Mann.

Katherine was born June 16, 1942 in Mendota to LeRoy 
and Mabel (Earich) Heinzeroth. She married Leonard W. 
Funfsinn on June 15, 1963 at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic 
Church, Peterstown.

Survivors include two daughters, Tina (Carl) Kittilson of 
Mendota and Beth Dewey of Sterling; five grandchildren, 
Curtis, Jolene, Rachel, Patrick and Zachary; six great-grand-
children; one brother, Keith Heinzeroth, Sr. of Mendota; and 
two sisters, Velma Schmidt of Mendota and Joyce Spanier 
of Rockford.

She was preceded in death by her parents and her hus-
band in 2014; three sisters, Pearl Pfeifer, Dorothy Hunter 
and Ruth Musser; and three brothers, Donald, Richard and 
Wayne Heinzeroth.

Katherine was a 1960 graduate of Mendota High School 
and a member of Holy Cross Church. She worked in the Holy 
Cross School cafeteria for 19 years and also worked for H&R 
Block as a receptionist. Her volunteer activities included 
serving as an electoral judge for several years and counting 
church offerings with her friend, Nancy Kaiser. Other past 
times included sharing lunch with her lady friends at Subway 
and Pizza Hut, watching and cheering her grandkids on at 
their sporting events while wearing her rockin’ purple shoes. 
She loved watching birds, the neighborhood squirrel, which 
mom named Freddy, and enjoyed doing Sudoku and word 
search puzzles.

Memorials may be directed to Mendota Area Senior 
Services and Stonecroft Village. Online condolences may 
be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

Katherine’s family wishes to thank all the staff of Heritage 
Health, Mendota, OSF Saint Paul Medical Center, Mendota 
and Stonecroft Village, Mendota for their loving care.

Donna J. Chapman
MENDOTA - Donna J. Chapman, 

87, passed from natural causes on 
Feb. 7, 2022 at Heritage Health 
Nursing Home, Mendota. 

Public visitation will be held at 
10 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 10 at the 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota. A 
private family funeral will follow 
at 11 a.m. with Rev. Mary Bohall 
officiating. Burial will be at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Mendota.

Donna was born Aug. 19, 1934 in Rushville to Paul and 
Florence (Croxton) Park. The fifth of 11 children, she rel-
ished in the many memories she shared with her siblings. 
She married the love of her life, Richard Roman, in 1955 in 
Spokane, Wash. where he was stationed while serving in the 
U.S. Air Force. He preceded her in death in 1977. They had 
two daughters, Rose (Terry) Wiesbrock of Fox Lake, Wis. 
and Barb Schumacher of LaSalle. In 1979, she married Jack 
Chapman. He preceded her in death in 2020.

Survivors include her two daughters; three grandchildren, 
Brad (Brenda) Grothen, Brooke Schumacher and Brandon 
Schumacher; three siblings, Kay Fitzjarrald of Rushville, 
Nancy Schisler of Rushville and Teressa Rogers of Mt. 
Pulaski; and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her two husbands, her parents 
and seven siblings, Gene Park, Jeanette Hoff, Beverly Park, 
Jim Park, Ralph Park, Bill Park, and Paulette Park.

Donna was a resident of Mendota for over 50 years and 
spent many of those years employed at the Mendota Reporter. 
She enjoyed her family, her flowers, watching the birds, and 
keeping up with the Game Show Network. For many years 
you could see her with a wave and a smile while on her rou-
tine walks through town. Though her family is heartbroken 
by her passing, we know she will forever be remembered 
for her kind words, her quick wit, and for always having a 
way to make us laugh.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

OBITUARIES / LOCAL NEWS

Publication No. (USPS 339-100)
Vol. 144, No. 6

A Charter Member of 
Mendota Area Chamber 

of Commerce
Member Northern Illinois 

Newspaper Association 
and Illinois Press 

Association

     The Mendota Reporter 
(339-100) is published 
weekly at 703 Illinois 
Ave., Mendota, IL 61342. 
Subscription rates are $56 
per year in advance in 
LaSalle, Lee and Bureau 
counties and $76 per year 
in advance in the United 
States outside those three 
counties.

Postmaster: Send 
address changes to 

The Mendota Reporter, 
P.O. Box 300, 

Mendota, IL 61342. 
Phone (815) 539-9396.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
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demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
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LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:Wild Bill Hickok statueWinner - Jolene Kittilson

Where is it…

in Mendota?
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Reporter Office.
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We believe business is based on trust. That’s why 
serving you is our priority. Know that the coverage 
you get from us is backed by comprehensive 
products and great service. Trust in Tomorrow.® 
Contact us today.
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OUR PURPOSE

OUR FAMILY PROTECTING 
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Fritts

Continued from Page A2

“My name is Brad Fritts, 
and I am running for the 
Republican nomination for 
State Representative in the 
74th District. I am running 
to be an advocate for the 
people of this district. Tom 
Demmer has battled the 
last 10 years, but the fight 
doesn’t stop with him. With 
your help and your vote, we 
will continue to build upon 
the work he started. 

“We will fight to rebuild 
our infrastructure, so we have 
decent roads to drive on. We 
will fight to properly fund 
and manage funding well for 

our public school system so 
the best educated students 
in the world are from this 
state. We will fight for fiscal 
responsibility and a balanced 
budget. We will support our 
law enforcement who keep us 
safe and hold accountable the 
ones who violate that trust. 
We will fight for term limits 
to keep a consistent turnover 
of leadership and new ideas 
flowing through our state-
house. We will put an end 
to gerrymandering and force 
our politicians to represent 
us, not pick and choose who 
they want. We will institute 
programs to help our fellow 
man to overcome the chains 

of mental illness and addic-
tions. We will work to reform 
our prison system to slow the 
rate of re-incarceration. We 
will investigate corruption 
and hold all accountable 
regardless of gender, race, 
financial or public status. It 
is time to make this state a 
home we are proud of and a 
home to brag about again.

“I realized this is an ag-
gressive agenda. The journey 
will not be easy, and it will 
not happen overnight. How-
ever, this fight starts today by 
working to elect me as your 
next state representative. 
Springfield does not need any 
more seasoned politicians. 

The have plenty of those and 
the current state of our state is 
what we have to show for it. 

I am running because it 
is time to get young people 
in office who are beholden 
to no one except the people 
of this state. 

I intend to be elected by 
the people, to work for and 
serve only the people, every 
day of my term. That is my 
promise to each and every 
one of you. 

It’s time to take back 
Springfield, and it will be 
done, one vote at a time, 
using commonsense con-
servative leadership. This 
is what I bring to the table.”

Genealogy Guild meeting canceled
OTTAWA - The February meeting of the LaSalle County 

Genealogy Guild has been canceled.
The LaSalle County Genealogy Guild is located at 115 

West Glover St. in Ottawa. Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Mondays and Saturdays; other days by appointment. For 
more information, please call (815) 433-5261, e-mail lscgg@
sbcglobal.net or visit their website at lscgg.org. 

Augustana College 
Dean’s List

ROCK ISLAND - Augus-
tana College has announced 
the dean’s list for the 2021-22 
fall semester, which includes 
local students Abby Phalen 
and Bryson Prusator of 
Mendota and Macy Rodrick 
of Troy Grove.

Students must have a 
grade point average of 3.5 
or higher on a 4.0 scale for 
courses taken during the term 
to be included.

Aurora University 
Dean’s List 

AURORA - Aurora 
University has named two 
Earlville students to the 
dean’s list for the fall 2021 
semester: Hannah Cwikla, 
who is majoring in social 
work, and Rena Jones, who is 
majoring in exercise science. 

The dean’s list at Aurora 
University recognizes full-
time undergraduate students 
who have earned a 3.6 GPA 
or higher.

IV Beekeepers meeting Feb. 11 
LA SALLE - The Illinois 

Valley Beekeepers Associa-
tion will hold their next meet-
ing on Friday, Feb. 11 from 
7 to 9 p.m. at the University 
of Illinois Extension Center 
(lower level), 1689 N. 31st 
Road, Ottawa. Masks will 
be required. 

IVBA is a support group 

for anyone interested in 
beekeeping as well as people 
who are currently beekeep-
ers. Meetings are free and 
take place the second Friday 
of the month (no meetings in 
July or December). 

A Beginner Beekeeping 
Class is tentatively set for 
Saturday, March 12. 
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LOCAL AND AREA

EARLY ANNOUNCEMENT 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

BUSINESS CLOSEOUT
HENDRIX TOWN & COUNTRY, 

OWNERS (Merle Hendrix)   
Thursday March 3rd 2022 Starting @ 9:00am 

Location: approximately 16 miles north of Interstate 80 from 
Ottawa IL / Rt 23 exchange. 

 4284 N IL 23, Leland, IL 60531/ Baker IL 
(Weather permitting off road parking) 

LIVE and or ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE!       
TRUCKS- FORK LIFTS- TRAILERS- TRACTORS-TRENCHER 
WELDERS- SHOP TOOLS & RELATED EQUIPMENT
Lg assortment of brand name power tools 80% Milwaukee, and hand 
tools, Grain Bin & Grain Auger supply & parts inc’s, (Mostly new) Many 
other related items too numerous to mention 
NO BUYER’S PREMIUM for those attending live!  all sales are final. 5% 
buyer’s premium for any purchase on line, Loading equipment available on 
sale day. Two auction rings will sell simultaneously throughout the day. For the 
On-line portion of auction go2wegenerauctions.com, equipmentfacts 
link for catalog times and details.
The owners after 40 plus years have decided to retire and close their 
business of selling and installing grain storage bins & grain augers. The 
equipment listed is used but has been well maintained and is ready to 
work. Lots of useful items, bring a friend will be selling in multi auction 
rings.   
 

AUCTIONEERS:
Chris Wegener, Sandwich IL. 815-451-2820 & Brian & Brent Bradley 

815-674-254
For more complete information photos and catalog go to  

Go2wegenerauctions.com or Auction or for equipmentfacts link. 

  

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Feb. 11
Cod au Gratin

Saturday, Feb. 12
Chicken Oscar

**Serving Full Menu Both Nights**

Celebrate Valentine’s Day on Monday, Feb. 14!!

Prime Rib & Lobster Tail 

-plus full menu- 

Reserve a table today!

• Closed for vacation •
We will be closed Tuesday, Feb. 15 through Monday, Feb. 21 for vacation

02072022

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Kurt Bruno, Agent
1103 Main Street
Mendota, IL  61342
Bus: 815-539-3878
kurt.bruno.gtoz@statefarm.com
Se habla Español

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

ernor said in a statement he is 
seeking an expedited appeal 
in the Fourth District Illinois 
Appellate Court in an effort 
to restore his rules.

“The grave consequence 
of this misguided decision is 
that schools in these districts 
no longer have sufficient 
tools to keep students and 
staff safe while COVID-19 
continues to threaten our 
communities – and this may 
force schools to go remote,” 
Pritzker said. “This shows 
yet again that the mask man-
date and school exclusion 
protocols are essential tools 
to keep schools open and 
everyone safe. As we have 
from the beginning of the 
pandemic, the administration 

Mendota High School was 
not one of the schools 
named in the court cases. 
This ruling does not have 
a state-wide impact, there-
fore, I want to emphasize 
that this court case does 
not apply to Mendota High 
School. MHS is still subject 
to follow the Governor’s 
Executive Orders and the 
CDC requirements.

The State has appealed 
this ruling.  Within the 
next few days, the court 
will determine if all previ-
ous masking, testing, and 
quarantine mandates stay 
in place until the appeal is 
heard and determined. The 
appeal process can take a 
few weeks. At the conclu-
sion of the appeal process, 
MHS will make a determi-
nation on what our policies 
and procedures will be for 
the remainder of the school 
year.

We appreciate your con-
tinued support and patience 
as we work through this 
transition period. At this 
time, no determination has 
been made as to what our fu-
ture policies and procedures 
will be. We are hopeful that 
as we proceed through the 
rest of this school year, 
fewer mitigations will be 
needed to keep our students 
and staff safe. Masks must 
continue to be worn on 
buses and inside the school.

the teacher shortage” that 
is happening “all across our 
state and the country.”

The committee also 
advanced SB3465, by Sen. 
Robert Martwick, D-Chi-
cago, which would offer a 
similar option for teachers 
who retired from Chicago 
Public Schools. It would 
allow those retired teachers 
to return to work in “subject 
shortage areas” through 
June 30, 2024, without 
losing pension benefits.

Martwick said the bill is 
identical to one that passed 
last year that applied only 
to downstate teachers.

“This extends the same 
provisions to the Chicago 
Public Schools,” Martwick 
said. “It would allow them 
to hire back retired teach-
ers, but they would have 
to go through a whole 
process that would declare 
them as an area suffering a 
shortage.”

Both bills advanced out 
of the committee on 13-0 
votes, although Harris said 
he plans to bring his bill 
back with an amendment.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Schools
Continued from Page A1

Teachers
Continued from Page A1

SPRINGFIELD — The Illinois Education 
Association (IEA) President Kathi Griffin 
released the following statement after a 
ruling by Sangamon County Judge Raylene 
Grischow on the temporary restraining order 
(TRO) that would prohibit enforcement of 
face masks, vaccination, and COVID testing 
mandates. 

 “This decision has the potential to shut our 
schools down, effectively closing our school 
buildings and perhaps being potent enough 
to stop in-person learning altogether. We’ve 
been able to have students in classrooms all 
over the state for this school year and last 
and that’s because public health safety mea-
sures have been taken that follow the advice 
of scientists and health care professionals. 
Without those safety measures in place, we 
risk forcing thousands of teachers, education 
employees and students to be out sick or 
forced into quarantine. 

“The teacher and education employee 
shortage is at a crisis level. Schools are 
shutting down because they do not have 

enough healthy employees to safely hold 
classes even though staff continue to give up 
their plan time and lunches to cover classes. 
The science is there: masking, along with 
vaccines, testing, social distancing and quar-
antining, are the best ways to protect against 
the virus. Removing any of these protections 
would be detrimental to our students and staff 
safety and will almost certainly force schools 
across the state to close because of a staffing 
shortage. Omicron is proof to us that though 
we may be done with the virus, the virus is 
not done with us.

“Keeping students in the classroom is so 
important, but only if the environment is safe. 
The judge’s ruling today calls into question 
the safety of schools across the state and we 
will support all efforts to stop its immediate 
implementation while state and district de-
fendants pursue an appeal. Keeping learning 
and working conditions safe inside schools 
is imperative to keep our communities safe 
and our school buildings open for in-person 
learning.”

Illinois Education Association reacts to temporary 
restraining order ruling on face masks, vaccinations

will keep working to ensure 
every Illinoisan has the tools 
needed to keep themselves 
and their loved one’s safe.”

DeVore had previously 
said he expects the case to 
go all the way to the Illinois 
Supreme Court.

While some districts said 
without mandates they will 
go remote, other districts 
with mask optional policies 
all year have done so without 
much disruption.

Masks
Continued from Page A1 “The grave conse-

quence of this mis-
guided decision is 
that schools in these 
districts no longer 
have sufficient tools 
to keep students and 
staff safe.”

–Gov. Pritzker

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker on Feb. 2 of-
fered a $45.4 billion general 
revenue budget plan for the 
upcoming fiscal year that 
would include new spending 
on education and health care 
while also providing about 
$1 billion in tax relief that 
he said would soften the 
impact of inflation on Illinois 
consumers.

In his budget address 
delivered from the Old State 
Capitol in Springfield, Pritz-
ker claimed credit for the 
state being in its best fiscal 
condition in decades.

“After decades of credit 
downgrades by the end of 
my second full fiscal year 
in office, Illinois received 
two credit upgrades. The 
first upgrades the state has 
received in over 20 years,” he 
said. “The massive bill back-
log that contained bills past 
due for as long as 500 days 
now contains only unpaid 
general fund bills averaging 
15 days old. 

“And that $3.2 billion 
structural deficit, well today 
I’m pleased to announce Illi-
nois will end this fiscal year 
with a $1.7 billion surplus, 
the first of its kind in more 
than 25 years.”

Budget addresses are 
normally delivered in the 
House chamber of the Cap-
itol before a joint session of 
the General Assembly. But 
the location was changed 
because lawmakers had 
canceled in-person sessions 
for the week due to a major 
winter storm that swept 
through central Illinois, 
making travel hazardous in 
many parts of the state.

It was Pritzker’s fourth 
and final budget address of 
his first term in office and 
the second one colored by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Last year, Pritzker delivered 
a prerecorded speech from a 
building on the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds that was being 
converted for use as a mass 
vaccination site.

The overall budget plan 
is about $1.6 billion, or 3.4 
percent, smaller than what 

Gov. Pritzker outlines $45.4 billion budget proposal
officials expect the state to 
spend in the current fiscal 
year. But officials also expect 
the state to end this fiscal year 
on June 30 with a $1.7 billion 
surplus, money Pritzker pro-
poses to spend paying down 
the state’s pension debt and 
shoring up its “rainy day” 
fund, among other uses.

Budget officials currently 
project the state to take in 
$45.8 billion in revenue 
during the year, which in-
cludes $4 billion in federal 
funds and nearly $2 billion 
in statutory transfers into 
the general fund from other 
funds, such as lottery and 
marijuana revenues.

Among those in the room 
for the speech were health 
care workers, and Pritzker 
spent part of his speech 
praising them for their work.

“So many of you have 
showed up to work in person 
during the worst health crisis 
in our state that our state has 
ever seen,” he said. “I figured 
the least I could do as your 
governor was brave a snow 
storm, to deliver the State of 
the State address.”

Included in the budget are 
initiatives aimed at expand-
ing the state’s health care 
workforce. Among those 
is a $25 million program 
called the Pipeline for the 
Advancement of Healthcare, 
or PATH, workforce program 
to help community colleges 
train nurses, technicians and 
other high-demand health 
care personnel.

It also includes a $180 
million Healthcare Work-
force Initiative directed at 
hospitals, clinics and other 
providers to pay for staff bo-
nuses, continuing education, 
training and staff retention 
and recruitment.

Some other highlights of 

the budget proposal include 
increased funding for all 
levels of education – early 
childhood, K-12 and higher 
education – as well as in-
creased funding for human 
services like foster care, 
mental health and disability 
services; and funding to train 
and hire 300 new Illinois 
State Police officers.

And, as the administra-
tion had announced earlier, 
the plan calls for a one-year 
holiday from the state’s 1 per-
cent grocery tax, a one-year 
cancellation of the scheduled 
inflationary increase in the 
motor fuel tax and a 5 percent 
property tax rebate to an es-
timated 2 million qualifying 
homeowners that would be 
in addition to the property 
tax credit they can claim on 
their income taxes.

This year’s speech was 
also Pritzker’s first major 
public address of his re-elec-
tion campaign and portions 
of it took on a decidedly 
political tone, taking credit 
for the state’s improved 
financial condition while 
brushing aside his opponents 
and critics.

“What a self-indulgent 
position the cynics take, 
always opposing what’s 
in the best interest of the 
people of Illinois, if they 
think it will advance their 
political standing,” he said. 
“It’s a curious position. But 
then again, there have long 
been people in Illinois state 
politics who have cared more 
about promoting their own 
propaganda than they do 
about what’s best for your 
pocketbooks. During this 
budget cycle especially, seats 
at the grownup table will be 
off limits to those who aren’t 
working in the public’s best 
interests.”

His speech and budget 
proposal also drew predict-
ably partisan reactions from 
Republicans, including Jesse 
Sullivan, a GOP candidate 
for governor, who called the 
proposed tax relief package 
“nothing more than attempt-
ed bribery” and “a classic 
election year tactic.”

House Republican Lead-
er Jim Durkin, of Western 
Springs, also issued a state-
ment criticizing the budget 
plan.

“The governor’s budget 
address is always a wish-list, 
and this year it’s clear that 
the governor wishes to be 
reelected,” he said. “The bud-
get laid out by Gov. Pritzker 
today is packed with gim-
micks and one-time tricks, 
but no structural reforms.”

Meanwhile Democrats, 
who control both chambers 
of the General Assembly 
with supermajorities, univer-
sally praised the budget plan.

“The governor’s budget 
address lays out a clear 
path to continue moving 
our state toward financial 
stability and surety while 
prioritizing hardworking 
Illinoisans,” House Speaker 
Emanuel “Chris” Welch, of 
Hillside, said in a statement. 
“I could not be more proud of 
this state and the significant 
progress we’ve made in such 
a short amount of time.”

“I’m not accustomed 
to good news in a budget 
speech,” Senate President 
Don Harmon, of Oak Park, 
said in a separate statement. 
“This is a budget proposal 
unlike any I’ve seen in my 

time in the Senate. It speaks 
to the work we’ve done, 
together, to bring stability 
to our state finances. That 
stability allows us to invest 
back in our state and provide 
relief to those hit hardest by 
the pandemic and associated 
economic downturn.”

Industry groups, on the oth-
er hand, had mixed reactions to 
Pritzker’s budget plan.

Health care groups like 
the Illinois Primary Health 
Care Association and the Illi-
nois Medical Society praised 
the budget plan for investing 
in the state’s health care 
workforce and Pritzker’s 
plan to pay down past-due 
bills in the state employee 
health insurance program. 

But the Transportation 
for Illinois Coalition, made 
up of business, labor and in-
frastructure groups, warned 
that canceling the scheduled 
increase in the motor fuel 
tax could have a long-term 
impact on future road con-
struction and maintenance.

And Illinois Hotel and 
Lodging Association Pres-
ident and CEO Michael 
Jacobson issued a statement 
saying he was disappointed 
that the budget plan did not 
include any additional relief 
for the hospitality and tour-
ism industry, which he said 
was particularly hard hit by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lawmakers will spend the 
next several weeks holding 
committee hearings with 
state agency officials in order 
to craft a final budget plan. 
They are scheduled to wrap 
up their work by April 8.
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Feb. 7, 2001.)
By Jessica Nashold

To celebrate its 50th anniversary, 
Mendota Savings & Loan held an open 
house on Feb. 6, 1976, from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. A supplement to The Mendota Re-
porter on that date included a history of 
the business, starting with its founding 
in 1926 by 10 Mendota businessmen, as 
Mendota Building & Loan Association. 
They were K.W. Pohl, B. Harry Reck, 
Walcott Van Etten, O.J. Ellingen, R.E. 
Hall, Robert Allen, R.N. Crawford, 
Fim Murra, John W. Dubbs and Dr. 
A.C. McIntyre. 

Mendota Building & Loan began 
operations on Feb. 3, 1976.

The supplement carried pictures of 
two houses for which Building & Loan 
provided mortgages in the first year – the 
Wennmacher house at 702 Second Ave. 
and the George Anderson residence at 
1107 Fourth St.

The Building & Loan name was 
changed to Mendota Savings & Loan 
and after the National Bank of Mendota 
moved to a new building, Savings & 
Loan took over the former bank building 
at the corner of Washington Street and 
Illinois Avenue.

At the time of the 50th anniversary, 
Tom Merwin was manager. His office 
staff was comprised of his wife, Helen, 
Sheila Jenkins and Mary Chapman. 
The Savings & Loan Board in 1976 
was made up of G.A. Prescott, presi-
dent since 1951, W.P. Yenerich, R.L. 
Shotliff, Julius Schaller, Paul Hilst and 
Tom Merwin.

The open house was attended by 
450. Prizes of $25 savings accounts 
were won by Paul D. Schmitz, Debra 
Braddy, Mrs. Norbert Wagner and Art 
Yenerich.

***
The Kanteen asked the city council 

to resume its financial assistance to the 
youth center of $100 per month. It had 
been discontinued because of the behav-
ior of young people who congregated 
outside the Kanteen building. Treasurer 
Carl Miller reported that for the year 

1975, expenses were $4,217.18 while 
income had totaled $1,977.22.

***
Although Mendota’s Bicentennial 

parade was scheduled to be held on 
Aug. 15, 1976, during the Sweet Corn 
Festival, plans were already underway. 
The Chamber of Commerce accepted a 
February proposal from Mid-America 
Drum & Bugle Corps to furnish six 
different marching units for the parade.

Chamber president Mike O’Connor 
and Dave Westerman, chairman of 
the festival, were seeking volunteers 
to serve on committees for the many 
events planned in connection with the 
combined Bicentennial and Sweet Corn 
Festival.

***
After hearing recommendations by 

Lyle Pendarvis, agriculture instruc-
tor at MHS, the high school board 
approved changes in the curriculum 
for the Ag Department. In the new 
program, agriculture students would 
take one semester of Basic Production 
followed by a course in Agri-Business 
the second semester. On this founda-
tion, students could then sign up for 
courses in Agriculture Mechanics, 
Beef, Dairy & Genetics, and Farm 
Management, as well as Soils & Crops, 
if they had missed the semester on 
Basic Production.

These changes would supply training 
for students interested in a career in 
agriculture, not necessarily on the farm.

***
With a referendum scheduled for 

Feb. 24, 1976, on two bond issues, The 
Reporter’s Mike O’Connor conducted 
interviews to clarify points of interest for 
voters to consider in making a decision.

One of the bond issues was to ap-
prove $375,000 for purchase of 139 
acres of land at $2,700 per acre. This 
was needed to carry out the prescribed 
flood control measures. Harold Foster, 
who had been involved with the flood 
control project for 15 years, answered 
questions about steps already taken 
and those to come. Ald. Marjorie Car-
roll, chairman of the Public Buildings 
& Grounds committee, responded to 

questions about the recreational aspect 
of a new lake and a park extending to 
the Lake Mendota area.

The second bond issue was for 
$190,000 to remodel the Hume building 
on North Main Street to provide council 
chambers, the city clerk’s office and 
records, and the police department, 
including the jail. Interviews for this 
segment were again with Ald. Carroll in 
her capacity as chairman of the Public 
Buildings & Grounds, also with Mayor 
Murray Reeser and Police Chief Irvin 
McDougall.

In addition to recounting the failings 
of the existing municipal building, those 
interviewed gave details of what the 
renovation would accomplish.

When put to the vote on Feb. 24, 
1976, both issues were approved. For 
the floor control issue, 233-135, for 
the municipal building renovation, 
222-145.

***
Mendota High School custodian 

Harry Schultz found it necessary to place 
locks on the boys’ second floor restroom 
door. An unknown student, sitting in 
a sink, had pulled it from the wall, 
causing considerable damage. Then, a 
similar incident to the girls’ restroom 
resulted in broken pipes, putting this 
room under lock, as well. The report of 
these incidents in the Tattler was signed 
“Trojan Tattler staff.”

***
Shirley Roloff’s fourth grade health 

class enjoyed a field trip to the water 
treatment plant. Charles McLaughlin, 
superintendent of the water department, 
met the group at Conco well #4 and 
explained the system to them.

***
Ben Sutton returned to Culinary 

Institute of America, Hyde Park, N.Y., 
following an externship as assistant to 
the food service manager at John L. 
Logan College in Carterville, Ill. After 
graduating from Culinary Institute, he 
planned to specialize in sauces, soups 
and stocks at restaurants.

SIDETRACK – Sutton for a time 
operated a restaurant in Mendota 
called Le Bistro at 1206 13th Ave.

Savings & Loan celebrates 50th – 1976

By Scott Reeder
SPRINGFIELD – Colleges should admit the most qual-

ified applicant.
That’s the way many of us were taught life is supposed 

to work. But we know it often doesn’t.
The U.S. Supreme Court is taking up the issue of university 

admissions in its upcoming term. It will look at the admission 
formulas used by Harvard University and the University of 
North Carolina that give extra help to Black and Hispanic 
applicants who apply.

Some Asian and white applicants were turned away from 
these universities while Black and Hispanic candidates with 
lower test scores were admitted. And they say it isn’t fair. But 
it also is unfair that many African American and Hispanic 
kids reside in neighborhoods with underperforming schools 
that fail to adequately prepare them. 

There are strong arguments on both sides but something 
that is rarely discussed is a different set of preferences that 
are inherently wrong – but legal.  I’m talking about “devel-
opment admits,” the children of wealthy donors. 

Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Golden won a Pulitzer 
Prize looking at this phenomenon and went on to write the 
2006 book, “The Price of Admission.” It’s one of my favorite 
works of investigative journalism. 

I first became aware of the issue when I read a Wall Street 
Journal story in 2003 about a prominent family with roots 
deep in Illinois: the Bunns.

Here is the first few paragraphs of the story: 
“DURHAM, N.C. -- Despite her boarding-school educa-

tion and a personal tutor, Maude Bunn’s SAT scores weren’t 
high enough for a typical student to earn admission to Duke 
University.

But Ms. Bunn had something else going for her -- cof-
feemakers. Her Bunn forebears built a fortune on them and, 
with Duke hoping to woo her wealthy parents as donors, 
she was admitted.

Afterward, her parents promptly became co-chairmen 
of a Duke fund-raising effort aimed at other Duke parents. 
‘My child was given a gift, she got in, and now I’m giving 
back,’ says Maude’s mother, Cissy Bunn, who declines to 
say how much the (Lake Forrest) family has contributed to 
the university.”

Later in the story, Cissy Bunn acknowledges her daugh-
ter didn’t fit the academic profile of a Duke student saying, 
“She’s bright, she had good grades, but she doesn’t meet the 
superstar status.” 

She then added, “Did my normal child take the place of 
somebody who could really make a difference in the world? 
Sure, yes, to an extent. But there are so many things you can 
lose sleep over. I’m happy for me and my child.”

When I first read that quote, I was outraged. It had never 
occurred to me that rich people received preferential treatment 
when applying to colleges. 

The story made me think of Danny my roommate my 
junior year at Iowa State University.  Danny was a bright, 
motivated student who dreamed of being an aerospace engi-
neer. But he graduated from a failing high school in a poorer 
Chicago neighborhood. 

My roommate, who happened to be African American, had 
many of the precursors associated with academic success: 
a loving, stable two-parent family that valued hard-work. 

Perhaps the biggest drawback was the high school he 
attended. The institution didn’t adequately prepare him for 
college. For example, it didn’t offer the advanced math class-
es necessary for a budding engineering student to succeed.

While his college peers were taking calculus, he was 
enrolled in remedial math. 

In many ways, the future academic performance of col-
lege students isn’t determined just by effort or intellect but 
by their home zip code. Danny lasted a year on campus and 
never returned.  

That’s why I have long favored giving parents vouchers 
that they can use at either public, charter or private schools. 
It would give academic choices to families otherwise trapped. 

The fact that youngsters in predominantly Black or Hispanic 
neighborhoods often are forced to attend schools that perform 
far below the national average is a form of systemic racism.

Another form of racism is interpersonal. For example, 
in her book “Becoming,” Michelle Obama writes about the 
mother of one of her white roommates being so appalled 
that her daughter was assigned a Black roommate that she 
hectored university administrators until her daughter was 
moved to a different room. 

Along those lines, I remember that my college roommate 
Danny and I were proud uncles. We both had pictures of our 
young nieces framed above our desks. My niece was about 
3 and his was 1. 

I can’t count the number of times, a white person came 
into our room and saw the picture above his desk and said, 
“Oh my God, he’s got a kid.” Never once did anyone look at 
my desk and say, “Is that your daughter, Scott?” 

A recent New Yorker article noted that Harvard has more 
students from families in the top 1% of wealth than in the 
bottom 60%. And yet this is the university fighting all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court for greater “diversity.” 

How about economic diversity? Why not admit more 
kids from the middle and working classes and fewer from 
ultra-wealthy families? Strange, I haven’t heard any ground-
swell among college administrators to do that.

To be honest, I don’t have a ready opinion on how the 
Supreme Court should finesse the issue of racial preferences 
this year. It’s a terribly divisive issue. 

But something most Americans can agree upon is that a 
group not needing extra help getting into college is the children 
of the wealthiest 1 percent. It makes little sense to cut a break 
to someone because of the size of their parents’ pocketbooks.

(Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can be 
reached at: sreeder@illinoistimes.com.)

The price of admission

By Rich Lowry
Joe Biden was the candidate of normality who hasn’t been 

able to deliver it, particularly on the pandemic. 
This is not entirely his fault, obviously. He didn’t create 

the delta and omicron surges, nor did he -- or most anyone 
else -- foresee that the vaccines wouldn’t prevent infections 
as advertised. 

On COVID, though, as on much else, he has been trapped 
by a commitment to his political base and by a reflexive op-
position to everything associated with Donald Trump into an 
endless emergency posture that isn’t wearing well with time. 

Everyone agrees now -- after the flameouts of initial 
efforts to pass Build Back Better and of the attempt to trash 
the Senate filibuster -- that Biden needs a political reset. 
His looming Supreme Court pick will presumably provide a 
much-needed win, but is unlikely to move the needle much. 
It’s on the pandemic that Biden has, in theory, an opportunity 
to change course in a significant way. 

By more fully embracing an approach geared to living 
with COVID and returning to normality, Biden could usefully 
play against type, align himself with shifting public opinion, 
and acknowledge the reality of the third year of the pandemic 
when vaccines and boosters are easily available to anyone 
who wants them.

Even the thought of such a tack would, once upon a time, 
have elicited charges of intolerable recklessness. In certain 
quarters, it still does. But the public is moving in this direction. 
A new Monmouth poll found that 70% of the public agrees 
with the statement that “it’s time we accept that COVID is 
here to stay and we just need to get on with our lives.” 

Unsurprisingly, 89% of Republicans agree with that view. 
But so do 71% of independents and nearly half of Democrats. 

An NBC News poll on the schools found the same kind 
of partisan splits. According to the survey, 65% of people 
were most worried about kids falling behind academically 
and only 30% most worried about stopping the spread of 
COVID. Again, Republicans and independents were strongly 

on one side -- 87% and 66% most worried lost learning -- 
and Democrats divided, with 43% worried about kids losing 
academic ground. 

In a big Kaiser Family Foundation survey, 51% of Dem-
ocrats described the pandemic as the biggest problem facing 
the country, whereas only 28% of independents did and 19% 
of Republicans. 

This suggests that the response to COVID is beginning to 
become a wedge issue -- Democrats can play to their base, 
which is most invested in maintaining restrictions, only at 
the risk of alienating the broader electorate. 

Biden, whose handling of COVID is less and less popular, 
shows signs of being conflicted. The White House counseled 
against panic at the outset of the omicron surge, and even talked 
of a declaration of independence from the virus last summer. 
But the president hasn’t been able to make it unmistakable 
that he thinks we’ve entered a new phase in the pandemic. As 
the heterodox center-left writer Matthew Yglesias points out, 
the Biden administration may believe that it has embraced 
normality but what it’s really done is only make “the most 
extreme public health people mad at them.” 

If the administration wants to make a statement, it could 
decisively turn against the teacher unions on the issue of 
keeping schools open, siding with parents and kids over a 
Democratic interest group. It could relax its indefensibly 
sweeping guidance on school masking and instantly pave the 
way for local school districts to lift their mandates. It could 
end the federal mask mandates on travel. 

But any of these measures would mean crossing progres-
sives; enduring the scolding of one-dimensional public-health 
experts; and courting comparisons to Donald Trump, or even 
worse, Glenn Youngkin and Ron DeSantis. 

And so President Biden, as conditions change, can’t change 
with them, putting normality on indefinite hold. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2022 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Biden can’t embrace COVID normality
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Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I saw that they are 
turning my favorite novels 
(“Jack Reacher”) into a TV 
show. How-
ever, wasn’t 
t h e r e  a 
movie first? 
I never saw 
it because 
Tom Cruise 
seemed mis-
cast in the 
role, but I’m willing to give 
the series a chance if the actor 
fits the part better. -- E.K.

A: When Tom Cruise was 
cast as Jack Reacher a decade 
ago in the movie of the same 
title, fans of the novels balked. 
Isn’t Jack Reacher 6 feet 5, 
they asked? Even Lee Child, 
the author of the novels, 
expressed concern that the 5 
foot 7 Cruise wasn’t what he 
envisioned. The movie did 
well enough to justify a sequel 
four years later, and in 2018 
a deal was signed to take the 
character in a new direction 
in the form of a series. 

According to TV Guide, 
Reacher “is fond of staring 
down his adversaries and 
letting his imposing frame 
do the intimidating.” Actor 
Alan Ritchson will now 
assume the big shoes of 
Reacher. DC Universe fans 

A. Ritchson

might recognize him as Ar-
thur Curry/Aquaman in the 
“Smallville” series and as 
Hank Hall/Hawk in “Titans.”

“Reacher” will premiere 
on Amazon’s Prime Video 
beginning Feb. 4 and co-stars 
Willa Fitzgerald (“Young-
er”) and Malcolm Goodwin 
(“iZombie”). 

As for Cruise, don’t 
worry, he’s still gainfully 
employed. He’s filming his 
eighth “Mission Impossi-
ble” film and has the sequel 
to “Top Gun” (“Top Gun: 
Maverick) “due out soon.

***
Q: Whatever happened 

to Bridget Fonda? I loved 
her in “Point of No Return” 
and “Singles” back in the 
1990s, but she seems to have 
disappeared. -- D.J.

A: The daughter of Peter 
Fonda and niece of Jane Fon-
da, Bridget Fonda was the It 
Girl of the ‘90s. In addition 
to the movies you named, 
she starred in “Single White 
Female,” “Lake Placid” and 
“A Simple Plan,” among 
others. She had a handful 
of credits through the early 
2000s, but that was it. She then 
married Oscar-winning com-
poser Danny Elfman and has 
remained out of the spotlight.  

***

Q: When did Rob Lowe 
start acting? The first time I 
saw him was in the movie 
“The Outsiders,” but my 
sister swears that he was a 
child actor before then. -- C.I.

A: Rob Lowe was born in 
Virginia to a schoolteacher 
mother and an attorney fa-
ther. While he wasn’t a child 
actor during his elementary 
grade years, he did earn his 
first television acting credit at 
the age of 15 with the sitcom 
“A New Kind of Family,” 
followed by acting roles in a 
couple of ABC Afterschool 
Specials. “The Outsiders” is 
where his heartthrob status 
began and really has never 
stopped. (He looks amazing 
at the age of 57!) 

He branched out into com-
edy with the Austin Powers 
movies and returned to televi-
sion drama in Aaron Sorkin’s 
“The West Wing.” He’s hinted 
that his favorite role was play-
ing health nut Chris Traeger 
in the NBC comedy “Parks 
& Recreation.” You can catch 
Rob in the hit “9-1-1: Lone 
Star,” which airs on Monday 
nights on Fox. 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

1. MYTHOLOGY: In Roman 
mythology, Cupid is the god of 
love. What’s the name of the Greek 
god of love?

2. MOVIES: Which movie 
series features a character named 
Inspector Clouseau?

3. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What is the basic currency 
used in Greenland?

4. HISTORY: What was the 
first toy to be advertised on U.S. 
television?

5. MEASUREMENTS: What 
is the unit of measurement used to 
gauge the speed and direction of a 
computer mouse? 

6. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. 
territory’s unofficial slogan is 
“Where America’s Day Begins”?

7. TELEVISION: What is 
the longest running scripted TV 
series?

8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 

president campaigned for election 
with the slogan “Happy Days Are 
Here Again”?

9. LANGUAGE: In British 
English, what is a windcheater?

10. ANATOMY: What part 
of the human brain controls 
hunger?

Answers
1. Eros
2. “The Pink Panther”
3. Danish krone
4. Mr. Potato Head
5. Mickeys per second
6. Guam, whose location is 

near the International Date Line
7. “The Simpsons”
8. Franklin Roosevelt (1932)
9. A windbreaker
10. Hypothalamus

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* In 2009 the British 

zombie movie “Colin,” on 
which writer/director Marc 
Price spent 18 months and 
a whopping $70, won an 
award at the renowned 
Cannes Film Festival.

* Further on the subject 
of zombies, their fans are 
known as zombopiles, while 
fear of the ghoulish creatures 
is known as kinemorto-
phobia.

* Nineteen-year-old 
Jonathan Parker, of Fort 
Loudoun, Pennsylvania, 
was charged with burglary 
after stealing two diamond 
rings and using the comput-
er in his victim’s house to 
check his Facebook profile, 
forgetting to log off from 
the site.

* Vikings believed a 
goat in Valhalla supplied an 
endless supply of beer from 
its udders.

* A football’s shape (pro-
late spheroid) is that of an 
inflated pig’s bladder, which 
is what the first footballs 
were made of.

* The 1934 mystery 
novel “Cain’s Jawbone” by 
Edward Powys Mathers is 
printed with its 100 pages 
out of order. To solve the 
mystery, readers must deter-
mine the correct page order 
and the names of the six 
murderers and six victims. 
The mystery has only ever 
officially been solved by 
four people.

* Researchers in Japan 
have fitted a train with a 
speaker that barks like a dog 
and snorts like a deer in order 
to prevent collisions with 
deer on the railway.

* Canadian radio stations 
are required by law to play 
Canadian artists on the 
airwaves at least 35% of 
the time.

* The Windows XP de-
fault background image of 
rolling green hills known 
as “Bliss” was historically 
a vineyard. The vines were 
taken out a couple years 
before the photo was taken 
due to a pest infestation.

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Picture 
movie executives are won-
dering what they can come 
up with to get people back 
into movie theaters. Well, 
desperate times demand 
desperate measures. In order 
to get people back into seats 
in big-screen movie houses, 
producers and directors are 
now demanding their leading 
men bare all ... and we do 
mean ALL, including frontal 
nudity!

Bradley Cooper, age 47, 
agreed to do it for Oscar-win-
ning director Guillermo del 
Toro for “Nightmare Alley.” 
Cooper said, “In order to do 
it in a real way, it demanded 
I’d be naked ... full frontal 
and partially backside. I had 
to do that scene the first day 
Toni Collette worked.” 

Cooper’s not alone in 
baring all. Benedict Cumber-
batch, 45, has a full-frontal 
scene in “The Power of the 
Dog,” for which he’ll prob-
ably be up for an Oscar, and 
47-year-old Simon Rex did 
it for the comedy-drama 
“Red Rocket,” which cost 
$1 million and only grossed 
$1,024,049. But Alexander 

Radcliffe

Skarsgard beat them all by 
doing full frontal in HBO’s 
“True Blood” in 2013 at 37 
and again in HBO’s “Big 
Little Lies” in 2017 at 41.

***
G e o rg e 

Clooney and 
Julia Rob-
er ts  have 
a p p e a r e d 
in at least 
five films 
t o g e t h e r 
-- “Confes-
sions of a 
Dangerous Mind” (2001), 
“Ocean’s Eleven” (2001), 
“Ocean’s Twelve” (2004), 
“Ocean’s Thirteen” (2007) 
and “Money Monster” 
(2016) -- and were trying to 
replicate their magic-making 
again in another film, “Ticket 
to Paradise.” In it, they play 
divorced parents rushing to 
Bali to stop their teenage 
daughter from jumping into 
an unwise marriage, like 
they did.

They were shooting in 
Australia until the latest out-
break of COVID-19 forced 
the production to shut down, 
and they returned to the U.S 
to wait out the three months 

until it resumes. Universal 
Pictures is optimistic that 
they’ll return Down Under 
in time to complete filming 
in time for the new release 
date, Oct. 21, pushed back 
from Sept. 30.

***
Boy, has Harry Potter 

come of age! Daniel Rad-
cliffe’s taken on some far-out 
roles, not the least of which 
is three seasons of “Miracle 
Workers,” which premiered 
in 2019 and has been re-
newed for a fourth season. 
Now he’ll play the title role 
in “Weird: The Al Yankovic 
Story.” Weird Al had big 
hit comedy parodies of the 
Michael Jackson blockbuster 
“Beat It,” called “Eat It,” and 
Madonna’s show-stopping 
“Like a Virgin,” called “Like 
a Surgeon.” His string of hits 
made him the biggest-selling 
comedy recording artist of all 
time and won him five Gram-
my awards. They promise the 
film will feature tales of torrid 
celebrity love affairs and a 
famously depraved lifestyle. 
We’ll next see Radcliffe in 
“The Lost City,” with San-
dra Bullock and Channing 
Tatum, premiering March 25. 

Couch Theater
“The Tinder Swindler” 

-- If you’re the type of 
viewer who often yells at the 
television “Girrrrrl, you in 
trouble now!,”  then buckle 
up for this one! This true 
crime documentary follows 
the intricately woven story 
of multiple women who all 
fell for the same man they 
met on the dating app Tinder. 
After much wooing, globe-
trotting, wining and dining 
came the sudden desperate 
demands for thousands of 
dollars as Mr. Wonderful 
claimed to be in dire danger 
for his life. After some of the 
conned women eventually 
find each other, they pool 
their collective anger and 
seek revenge on the playboy 
shyster. (Netflix) 

“Backyard Bar Wars” -- 
Ever since “This Old House,” 
Americans have been in a 
decades-long love affair 
with home renovation shows. 
This latest offering to the 
genre is hosted by comedian 
Chris Distefano (formerly 
of MTV’s “Guy Code”) and 
originally aired on TruTV, 
but is now in wider distribu-
tion. In it, two homeowners 

compete against each other 
for bragging rights based on 
who can create the dopest 
home pub in one week. The 
fun and sometimes over-the-
top designs are a nice change 
from the shiplap-heavy, 
neutral-grey-everything of 
so many other reno shows. 
(HBOMax)

“Book of Love” (PG-13) 
-- Man writes book, book 
fizzles except in Mexico. Man 
goes to Mexico on book tour, 
wonders why there’s such 
passion for his arrival. Man 
discovers woman hired to 
translate book into Spanish 
took creative liberties and 
rewrote book (“just the boring 
parts”). Man gets mad. Wom-
an makes man see he didn’t 
know what he was writing 
about in the first place. Man 
and woman may or may not 
then fall in love. An Amazon 
original movie, the plot is an 
interesting twist on the themes 
of finding your passion in 
life and finding connection 
with people you think are all 
wrong for you. Starring Sam 
Claflin and Veronica Echegui. 
(Prime Video)

“The New Air Force One: 

Flying Fortress” -- The current 
two Air Force One presidential 
jets having been in service 
for over 30 years, so updat-
ed versions are now under 
construction by Boeing. This 
NatGeo documentary allows 
us glimpses at the new design 
and all the unique features, 
technology, and personnel that 
make it the world’s most se-
cure and top-secret command 
center. (Disney+)

“The In Between” (PG-
13) -- As a former teenage 
girl, I can verify that teenage 
girls tend to think most ev-
erything is a sign. And as that 
former teenager, I definitely 
identify with main character 
of this supernatural romance 
flick. Tessa is a 16-year-old 
girl who survives a car crash 
but loses her boyfriend, 
Skylar, in it. Soon after phys-
ically recovering, she begins 
to experience unexplained 
feelings, movements and 
voices. A friend suggests 
these happenings are Skylar 
reaching out to her from some 
type of purgatory because 
he has unfinished business 
to complete with her. (Par-
amount+)

Brought to you each week by
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

By appointment 
only 

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

MOBILE DOG GROOMING

Visit us on Facebook

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

ELECTRIC

Jim Sloan
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
1008 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Email: jimsloan1@frontier.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 20+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265

FURNITURE REFINISHING

Greg Pitstick’s
COUNTRY REFINISHING

No Dipping ≈ No Soaking
Text or call 815-414-3120

~ Pickup & delivery available upon request ~

• Hutches
• Gun Cabinets
• Trim
• Secretaries
• Other wooden 
heirlooms

• Doors
• Desks
• Chairs
• Coffee Tables
• Tables
• End Tables

EQUIPMENT
Utility and tractor 
attachments
Snow removal attachments
Skid Steers, forks and buckets

Sergio Mandujano
Owner

304 Plaza Drive Mendota, IL 61342

See all of our products at  
melecioattachments.com

sales@melecioattachments.com 
815-539-6057

ENGINEERS PLANNERS SURVEYORS

Engineers - Surveyors - Planners

See all of our products at  
melecioattachments.com

Mendota Office:  
903 Main St.
815-539-8137

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8AM-5PM
Visit us at Chamlin.com or email 

mendota@chamlin.com
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BRIDAL GUIDE

Auditorium Ballroom

We still have bookings for Summer & Fall 2022
Located in downtown historical La Salle
  ~  12,000 square feet
  ~  On-site bridal suite
  ~  Accommodates up to 300 guests
  ~  Two 30 ft bars
  ~  Outside catering allowed

815-200-5577 
109 Wright St, La Salle, IL 61301Visit us and book on

02
09

20
22

MPROG2022

Cheers to Forever!
Mendota Civic Center

1901 Tom Merwin Drive

815-539-3411
www.mendotaciviccenter.com

• Engagements Rings • Wedding Rings • Wedding Gifts • And More!

Together Forever Has A Nice Ring To It!We Love Weddings... and It Shows! 
• Engagements Rings • Wedding Rings • Wedding Gifts • And More!

Custom Designs!
Camelot captures the moment by handcrafting wedding 

rings of the finest quality and backing them 
with a lifetime written warranty.

Custom Designs!

76 Years of Service

02
09

20
22

Turn your family occasion or business event into something special.

Country Lane Memories & Carriage is owned by Mark and 
Pamela Moore. We are available for weddings, birthday 

parties, parades, Church and family picnics.

Earlville, Illinois
www.countrylanecarriage.com

815-867-2024
815-867-7471

See us on Facebook: Country Lane Memories & Carriage

The notion that “timing is everything” is applicable 
in many situations, perhaps none more so than on a 
couple’s wedding day. Many couples spend months, if 
not years, planning their weddings in the hopes that all 
that hard work will ultimately result in a day they will 
cherish forever.

The sheer volume of things to do on a wedding day 
can make couples feel overwhelmed. Those feelings can 
be overcome by emphasizing timing on the day of the 
wedding. Wedding day timelines will differ depending 
on variables that are unique to each couple’s wedding, 
but the following are some factors to consider as couples 
organize the big day.

• Venue(s): The schedule couples adhere to on their 
wedding day will be greatly affected by their choice of 
venue. Does the venue have somewhere on premises for 
the couple and their party to get ready? Are the ceremony 
and reception being held at the same venue? Before 
creating a timeline, consider the location of the cere-
mony and reception venue(s) and the accommodations 
each provides. Getting to and from multiple facilities 
won’t be an issue if couples choose a multipurpose 
venue where they can get ready, tie the knot and dance 
the night away all in one place. Couples who will be 
moving from venue to venue throughout the day must 
build the time it takes them and their party to get about 
into their timelines.

• Wedding party: The size of the wedding party also 
bears consideration when planning a wedding day time-
line. Large parties will require more time to get ready, 
and that should be factored into couples’ timelines. Large 
parties also may be harder to corral and transport from 
place to place, so couples should build some extra time 
into their timelines to account for that. Small wedding 
parties can be easier to manage, so couples with small 
parties may be able to begin their timelines a little later 
in the day than those with large wedding parties.

• Weather: Weather is the most unpredictable vari-
able couples need to plan for on their wedding days. As 
the wedding day approaches, couples can monitor the 
day’s forecast and then make any necessary changes 
to account for inclement weather. Getting around in 
a rainstorm will likely take longer than moving about 
on a sunny day, so some minor tweaks to the timeline 
may be necessary if storms or another type of inclement 
weather is in the forecast.

Couples can access wedding day timeline templates on 
various websites. But it’s important that couples remember 
that their weddings are unique, so online guidelines might 
not be realistic. A careful consideration of a handful of 
variables specific to couples’ weddings can help them 
craft timelines that make their big day go smoothly.

Factors to consider in 
a wedding day timeline

Wedding planning re-
quires couples to make many 
decisions, including where 
the wedding will take place.

A couple’s wedding day 
is typically broken into two 
parts: the ceremony comes 
first, and the reception fol-
lows soon after. Depending 
on couples’ preferences and 
religious beliefs, ceremonies 
may take place at a house of 
worship or another location 
that is separate from the 
reception venue. In some in-
stances, couples may choose 
one location for both the 
ceremony and the party to 
follow. Wedding venues are 
where the bulk of the day will 
unfold, and couples can con-
sider these four tips to find a 
venue that suits their needs.

1. Consider your theme 
and wedding style. Most cou-
ples know which sentiments 
they want to convey during 
their weddings. The venue 
should match the theme so 
the entire wedding will feel 
connected to the space. A 
modern wedding, for exam-
ple, will be at home in an art 
gallery or warehouse. A wed-
ding with natural elements 
may work better on a ranch 
or in a botanical garden. Ze-
roing in on the wedding style 
helps narrow down potential 
venue options.

2. Assess the budget. A 
couple may find what seems 
to be the perfect venue, only 
to realize that the cost of 
the space doesn’t fit their 
budget. Ampersand Travel 
says the venue accounts for 
the most significant wedding 
expense, at an average cost of 
$9,000. Finding a venue that 
will maximize dollars spent 
involves looking at what is 
included. Rentals for chairs, 
linens, lighting, a dance floor, 

4 tips for finding the 
right wedding venue

and other extras can quickly 
add up. Couples should have 
a set limit they’re willing to 
spend on the venue and let 
that dictate the location.

3. Availability of the loca-
tion. When a couple wants to 
get married may determine 
their venue options, especially 
if they’re planning on a budget. 
September and October are 
now the most popular months 
to get married, so venues will 
book up quickly during that 
time of year. Those who have 
their hearts set on specific 
days will have to begin the 
search earlier than couples 
with no attachment to a par-
ticular date. Concessions may 
need to be made if a certain 
date is a must.

4. Estimate the size of 
your guest list. Price, date 
and style will factor into 
wedding venues, but the 
number of guests also is 
a major consideration. A 
trendy restaurant may seem 
like the perfect locale, but it 
must be able to accommodate 
everyone on the guest list. 
Couples should sit down with 
their families and come up 
with a list of potential guests 
and look for a venue that can 
accommodate everyone.

Couples also should visit 
potential venues in person 
to see which, if any, details 
might be missing from online 
or magazine advertisements. 
A host of factors, including 
accessibility, should be con-
sidered when looking for a 
venue.

Finding the right venue 
requires careful consider-
ation of various factors that 
are unique to each couple.

A host of factors, including accessibility, should be con-
sidered when looking for a venue.



Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022A10 • The Mendota Reporter

THE BACK PAGE

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Exclusive Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Exclusive Shower Package

 Special Offer 
 FOR VETERANS!

www.WhySafeStep.com
*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

815-267-0149
FINANCING AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, 
or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing. Introducing 
Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive
Shower Package!

✓ First and only walk-in tub available with a 

customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 

height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and 

MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 

included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 
walk-in tub!

both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 

PLUS A FREE 
SHOWER PACKAGE 

Call Toll-Free 815-267-0149

Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of

$1600 OFF

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY
• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR HOME

815-673-7216
Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 2/28/22. All participants who attend an estimated 60-90minute in-home product consultation
will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card
per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.
If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have
a valid photo ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer:
employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate familymembers, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and
conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class US
Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer
ends 2/28/22.

WITH FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!†

RECEIVE A $50
DARDEN GIFT CARD

INSTALLATION*

$99

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

LEAVING SCENE
OF AN ACCIDENT
Mark J. McConville 23, 

of Arlington, was charged 
with leaving the scene of 
an accident after police 
officers investigated a hit 
and run accident near the 
intersection of 13th Avenue 
and U.S. 52 at 11:07 p.m. 
Feb. 4. The subject was 
released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Jennefer A. Jackson, 30, 

of 1103 Sixth St., Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 
battery after police officers 
were called to a domestic 
disturbance near the inter-
section of Sixth Street and 
11th Avenue at 3:06 a.m. 
Feb. 5. The subject was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County jail.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Juan P. Santizo Aranda, 

28, of 205 Sandra Ave., Apt. 
L2, Mendota, was charged 

with domestic battery after 
police officers were called to 
a domestic disturbance near 
the intersection of 15th Street 
and Stroble Avenue at 3:45 
a.m. Feb. 5. The subject was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County jail.

BATTERY
Debbra L. King, 51, of 

LaSalle, was charged with 
battery after police officers 
were called to a disturbance 
near the intersection of Sixth 
Avenue and Second Street at 
6:25 p.m. Feb. 5. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Robert A. Kordick, 38, of 
205 Sandra Ave., Apt. E2, 
Mendota, was charged with 
driving while license sus-
pended after a traffic stop at 
Main and Meriden streets at 
2:54 a.m. Feb. 6. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

POLICE BLOTTER

Oh, go play in the snow (part 2)
After a January 2022 snowfall, Sawyer and Watson 
DeMars, above, play in a snow bank in Cottage 
Grove, Minn. Sawyer, 4, and Watson, 2 ½, are the 
sons of Adam and Alxee DeMars of Cottage Grove, 
and the great-grandsons of Fred Bell of Mendota. 
Below, Bell, who grew up in Oneida, N.Y., is parked 
in a snowbank with his brother, Herbert, in Oneida in 
March 1941, while waiting for their dad who was in 
the post office. Fred was 2 ½ at the time and Herbert 
was 4, the same ages as Fred’s great-grandsons in the 
Minnesota snowbank. (Photos contributed)

        Where are 
        the auctions?
        See page A5.

MENDOTA – For those individuals who are operat-
ing snowmobiles throughout the city of Mendota, please 
obey all traffic laws and show respect for private and 
public property. Remember, routes are in the curb edge 
of the roadway only, not the shoulder, through yards or 
on sidewalks. Those found in violation will be subject to 
any and all applicable fines, including restitution for any 
damage done.

Designated snowmobile routes are as follows:
• Cherry Street from First Avenue west to Seventh 

Avenue
• Seventh Avenue from Cherry Street north to Fifth Street
• Fifth Street from Seventh Avenue east to alley between 

Seventh and Sixth avenues
• Alley between Seventh and Sixth avenues north to 

Seventh Street
• Seventh Street to Front Street
• Front Street north from Seventh to Eighth streets
• Eighth Street west crossing BNSF railroad tracks
• 15th  Street from First Avenue west to Lincoln Avenue
• Lincoln Avenue from 15th  Street south to 12th  Street
• 12th  Street from Lincoln Avenue west to E. Main Street
• E. Main Street from 12th  Street north to Illinois 

Route 251
• Third Street from W. Seventh Avenue west to 12th  

Avenue
• 12th  Avenue from Third Street south to Second Street
• Second Street from 12th  Avenue west to 14th  Avenue
• 14th  Avenue from Second Street south to Division 

Street
• Division Street from 14th  Avenue west to west city 

limits

• Snowmobile routes •
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SPORTS

NEWMAN 56, MENDOTA 50
Sterling Newman (56)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Britt	 3	 2-4	 1	 8
McBride	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
Simpson	 10	 2-3	 2	 22
VanLanduit	 2	 2-2	 1	 6
Williams	 4	 4-7	 2	 12
Padilla	 2	 0-0	 1	 6
Donald	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Totals	 22	 10-16	 9	 56

Mendota (50)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Guzman	 5	 0-0	 1	 12
Bond	 3	 2-2	 1	 9
Landgraf	 2	 0-0	 5	 4
Romero	 6	 0-0	 5	 12
Nanez	 1	 0-0	 3	 3
Perez	 4	 0-0	 2	 8
R. Strouss	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
Totals	 22	 2-2	 18	 50

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Newman	 14	 27	 43	 56
Mendota	 12	 28	 43	 50
Three-point goals: Mendota - Guz-
man 2, Bond 1, Nanez 1; Sterling 
Newman - Padilla 2

KEWANEE 52, MENDOTA 39
Mendota (39)

	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Jenner	 3	 1-4	 6	 7
K. Delao	 0	 0-2	 2	 0
Bodmer	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
Manning	 2	 0-2	 5	 5
Brant	 8	 3-4	 14	 19
F. Delao	 1	 0-0	 0	 2
Stewart	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Garcia	 2	 0-4	 6	 4
Totals	 17	 4-16	 35	 39

Kewanee (52)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Eggimann	 6	 1-2	 1	 16
Kelly	 3	 1-2	 2	 7
Stevens	 3	 3-3	 0	 9
Rodgers	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
McLean-Garcia	3	 0-2	 0	 6
Rodgers	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Crafton	 4	 2-2	 4	 11
Smith	 0	 1-2	 0	 1
Totals	 20	 8-13	 10	 52

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 5	 14	 22	 39
Kewanee	 17	 21	 33	 52
Three-point goals: Mendota - Man-
ning 1; Kewanee - Eggimann 3, 
Crafton 1

PRINCETON 63, MENDOTA 35
Mendota (35)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Guzman	 0	 1-2	 1	 1
Bond	 7	 1-4	 1	 16
Landgraf	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Romero	 4	 0-2	 2	 8
Perez	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Nanez	 2	 0-0	 2	 6
Stamberger	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
R. Strouss	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Rocha	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Totals	 15	 2-8	 13	 35

Princeton (63)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Davis	 4	 3-4	 3	 11
Dressler	 3	 0-0	 2	 8
Byers	 0	 0-1	 0	 0
Thompson	 8	 2-2	 1	 20
Rosario	 1	 1-2	 1	 3
Scaggs	 2	 0-0	 0	 5
Williams	 0	 1-2	 1	 1
Monroe	 7	 0-0	 3	 15
Wallace	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Totals	 25	 7-11	 12	 63

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 7	 20	 29	 35
Princeton	 19	 36	 51	 63
Three-point goals: Mendota - Nanez 
2, Bond 1; Princeton - Dressler 2, 
Thompson 2, Scaggs 1, Monroe 1

MENDOTA 38, BUREAU VALLEY 26
Bureau Valley (26)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Salisbury	 3	 4-6	 2	 10
Nordstrom	 1	 1-3	 3	 3
Marquez	 0	 0-1	 1	 0
Etheridge	 2	 0-1	 1	 4
Neuhalfen	 0	 0-0	 4	 0
Balensiefen	 2	 0-0	 0	 5
Cady	 1	 0-0	 0	 2
Stabler	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Kerber	 1	 0-0	 4	 2
Totals	 10	 5-11	 16	 26

Mendota (38)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Jenner	 1	 1-2	 1	 3
K. Delao	 1	 1-6	 3	 3
Salinas	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Manning	 5	 0-2	 4	 10
Brant	 6	 1-4	 2	 13
Zinke	 1	 0-0	 0	 2
Bodmer	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Tolentino	 1	 0-0	 0	 2
Garcia	 1	 1-2	 1	 3
Totals	 17	 4-16	 14	 38

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Bureau Valley	 8	 14	 19	 26
Mendota	 11	 15	 28	 38
Three-point goals: Bureau Valley - 
Balensiefen 1

PRINCETON 55, MENDOTA 48
Princeton (55)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Davis	 5	 6-9	 3	 16
Dressler	 1	 3-4	 4	 5
Thompson	 5	 6-10	 2	 16
Williams	 0	 0-2	 0	 0
Monroe	 6	 3-5	 2	 16
Byers	 0	 0-1	 1	 0
Rosario	 0	 0-1	 2	 0
Scaggs	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
Totals	 18	 18-32	 15	 55

Mendota (48)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Guzman	 2	 0-0	 2	 6
Bond	 5	 5-8	 2	 17
Perez	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Romero	 4	 0-2	 5	 8
Nanez	 3	 0-0	 5	 6
R. Strouss	 1	 3-4	 4	 5
Landgraf	 2	 2-4	 3	 6
Totals	 17	 10-18	 22	 48

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Princeton	 10	 21	 33	 55
Mendota	 11	 34	 41	 48
Three-point goals: Mendota - Guz-
man 2, Bond 2; Princeton - Monroe 1

The Mendota Lady Tro-
jans dug themselves an early 
hole and never recovered in 
a 52-39 loss to Kewanee in 
Three Rivers Conference 
action on Feb. 3 at Kewanee.

Kewanee fired in three 
three-pointers on its way to 
a 17-point first quarter while 
Mendota only managed five 
points in the stanza. The Lady 
Trojans were able to cut the 
deficit down to single digits 
at the half (21-14), and got 
within five points in the third 
period, but they couldn’t get 
any closer.

“We played better than the 
final score,” said Mendota 
coach John Hansen. “Free 
throws hurt and Kewanee hit 
a bunch of big shots.”

The Lady Trojans went to 
the charity stripe 16 times and 
only converted four.

Reanna Brant paced Men-
dota with 19 points and 
14 rebounds, while Katie 
Jenner had seven points and 
six caroms. Naitzy Garcia 
also had six rebounds, Kya 
Delao had three steals and 

Mendota’s Paige Manning battles for a rebound with Alaina Wasilewski of Bureau Valley on Feb. 5 at the MHS 
gym. (Reporter photo)

Natalie Bodmer handed out 
three assists.

***
A strong second half 

propelled Mendota to a 
38-26 conference win over 
Bureau Valley on Feb. 5 at 
the MHS gym.

The Lady Trojans were up 
15-14 at the half, but came 
out with a solid third quarter. 
Mendota scored a flurry of 
baskets down low to pull out 
to a 25-16 lead three minutes 
into the third quarter and led 
28-19 after three.

Brant, who was held 
scoreless in the first half, 
erupted for eight points in 
the third period and added 
five more in the fourth to 
finish with a team-high 13. 
Paige Manning dropped in 10 
tallies for the Lady Trojans, 
who are 4-18 overall and 3-7 
in league games.

Bureau Valley claimed 
a 33-17 win in the sopho-
more game. Cassie Gonza-
lez led Mendota with eight 
points and Grace Wasmer 
added six.

MHS girls post solid
win over Bureau Valley
q Kewanee holds off Lady Trojan rally

SOMONAUK – The Mendota 
Lady Trojans will participate in the 
Somonauk Class 2A Girls’ Regional 
Basketball Tournament to be held 
Feb. 12, 14, 17.

Two games will be played on Sat-
urday, Feb. 12, both at the schools of 
the higher seeds. Mendota will travel 
to West Chicago (Wheaton Academy) 
for a 7 p.m. tip-off and Sandwich will 
make the short trek to Somonauk.

The winners of the Feb. 12 games 
will advance to the semifinal round 
on Monday, Feb. 14 at Somonauk.  

Elgin St. Edward will await the 
Somonauk-Sandwich winner for a 6 
p.m. contest, while Aurora Central 
Catholic will take on either Mendota 
or Wheaton Academy at 7:30 p.m.

The championship game is slated 
for Thursday, Feb. 17 at 7 p.m.

The winner of the Somonauk Re-
gional will move on to the Johnsburg 
Sectional to meet the champion of the 
Oregon Regional on Tuesday, Feb. 22. 
The other sectional participants will 
come from the Woodstock Marian and 
Rockford Lutheran regionals.

Somonauk Class 2A Girls’ Regional
Saturday, Feb. 12 

1 – (9) Sandwich at (7) Somonauk 
[Coop] – TBA
2 – (12) Mendota at (6) West Chicago 
(Wheaton Academy) – 7 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 14 
3 – (2) Elgin (St. Edward) vs. Winner 
Game 1 – 6 p.m.
4 – (3) Aurora (Central Catholic) vs. 
Winner Game 2 – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 17 
5 – Winner Game 3 vs. Winner Game 
4 – 7 p.m. (championship)

Girls open regional at Wheaton Academy

Mendota dropped a 66-37 decision to Princeton in soph-
omore boys’ basketball action on Feb. 4 at Princeton.

Princeton zoomed out to a 17-2 first-quarter lead and held 
a 34-20 halftime advantage. The count was 53-26 after three.

Cameron Kelly paced the Trojans with 17 points. He 
connected on three shots from beyond the three-point arc.

***
Princeton defeated the Mendota sophomores for the sec-

ond time in three days, 67-43, on Feb. 7 at the MHS gym.
The visitors doubled up the Trojans, 20-10, after the first 

frame and enjoyed a 40-22 margin at the break.
Cale Strouss netted 10 points to top Mendota scorers and 

Owen Aughenbaugh provided six markers.

Soph boys drop pair to Princeton
q Lady Trojans traveling to West Chicago for first-round game on Feb. 12

Trojans give up double-digit
lead in league loss to Princeton

Mendota and Sterling 
Newman played a tight game 
for three quarters before the 
Comets pulled away in the 
fourth for a 56-50 Three 
Rivers Conference decision 
over the Trojans on Feb. 1 at 
the MHS gym.

Newman held a two-point 
lead (14-12) after the opening 
stanza and then Mendota 
took a 28-27 margin to inter-
mission. The Comets made 
up that one-point deficit 
to knot the score at 43-all 
heading to the fourth frame, 
where Newman outscored 
the Trojans, 13-7, to pull out 
the victory.

Isaac Guzman and Rafael 
Romero each had 12 points to 
top the Trojan scoring chart, 
while Krew Bond finished 
with nine points and Emilio 
Perez added eight.

Each team connected on 

Mendota’s Isaac Guzman tries to cut off the path to the basket of Princeton’s Teegan 
Davis on Feb. 4 at Princeton. (Photo courtesy of Bureau County Republican)

22 field goals, but Newman 
made it to the free throw line 
16 times and converted 10, 
while the Trojans were just 
two of two from the stripe.

***
A fast start carried Princ-

eton to a 66-35 win over 
Mendota in a league contest 
on Feb. 4 at Princeton.

The Trojans fell behind 
19-7 after the first quarter, 
and while they heated up in 
the second period, they still 
trailed 36-20 at the break. 
Mendota managed only 15 
second-half points compared 
to 27 for the Tigers.

Bond had 16 points to 
pace the Trojans, while 
Romero and Nanez chipped 
in with eight and six points, 
respectively.

***
Mendota couldn’t stand 

prosperity as Princeton ral-
lied from a big deficit to 
down the Trojans, 55-48, in 
conference play on Feb. 7 at 
the MHS gym.

Unlike three nights be-
fore, the Trojans were the 
ones in control as they went 
from an 11-10 first-quarter 
lead to a 34-21 halftime 
advantage. Princeton closed 
the gap after three frames, but 
Mendota still carried a 41-33 
lead to the final frame. But 
in those final eight minutes, 
the Tigers erupted for 22 
points and Mendota could 
only muster seven. Princeton 
went to the free throw line 19 
times in the fourth quarter 
and converted 14.

Bond dropped in 17 points 
for the Trojans (5-18, 2-7) and 
Romero provided eight tallies.

q MHS falls twice to Princeton, once to Sterling Newman
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SPORTS

Get your hometown news
When you want it...

Where you want it...

• Identical in format to
paper edition–
Flip each page with a
single click!

• Searchable,
portable, convenient

• News when you
want it– eEdition is
available sooner than
home delivery!

• Back issues available

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
local businesses, the 

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign encourages 
residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

1102 Meriden  St., Mendota • 815-539-9341 • Open 6am-9pm, Seven days a week

Bellatoria Pizzas

7.75-8 oz.
Frito Lays Chips

Ritz & Nabisco 
Snack Crackers

24-pack cans
Miller Lite and  

Coors Light 

2/
$10

Offer good Feb. 9-15, 2022 Offer good Feb. 9-15, 2022

Offer good Feb. 9-15, 2022Offer good Feb. 9-15, 2022

02
09

20
22

2/$4

$1599

3/$10

Super Hot 
Price!

Mendota’s Natalie Bodmer slides around Jennifer Etheridge of Bureau Valley on her 
way to the basket on Feb. 5 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

SANDWICH – The wrestling season 
came to a close for the Mendota Trojans 
after participating in the Sandwich Class 
1A Regional on Feb. 5.

Mendota had four wrestlers in the 
competition. Cadence Thornton at 113 
pounds and Rhett Watson at 132 pounds 
both finished in fourth place. The top three 
wrestlers in each weight class advance to 
the sectional.

Thornton lost both of her matches, 
while Watson finished with a 1-2 record. 
He pinned Caleb Fast of Elgin Harvest 
Christian Academy at the 2:45 mark of 
their first-round match.

Also competing for Mendota were 
Jose Hermosillo at 138 pounds and Lea 
Turner at 152 pounds. They dropped both 
of their matches.
Feb. 5 - Sandwich Regional

Sandwich 239.5, Wheaton Academy 
152, Plano 125, St. Bede 83, Mooseheart 

63, Amboy 30, Somonauk 29, Aurora Cen-
tral Catholic 28, Elgin Harvest Christian 
Academy 18, Mendota 12

113 pounds – Mason Smith (So-
monauk) pinned Cadence Thornton 
(Mendota), 0:34; Vince Hefke (Aurora 
Central Catholic) pinned Thornton (Men-
dota), 0:20

132 pounds – Rhett Watson (Mendo-
ta) pinned Caleb Fast (Harvest Christian 
Academy), 2:45; Evan Fraser (Sandwich) 
pinned Watson (Mendota), 0:39; Daniel 
Kersey (Wheaton Academy) dec. Watson 
(Mendota), 14-1

138 pounds – Garrett Connelly (St. 
Bede) pinned Jose Hermosillo (Mendota), 
2:23; Will Anliker (Wheaton Academy) 
pinned Hermosillo (Mendota), 3:31

152 pounds – Caden Smith (Wheaton 
Academy) pinned Lea Turner (Mendota), 
0:32; Jack Maschmann (St. Bede) pinned 
Turner (Mendota), 5:19

Wrestling season ends at regional

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Jan. 31 – 
1. Sports-N-Stuff 65.5-34.5; 
2. Ramer Inc. 55.5-44.5; 
3. Bad Kats 51-49; 4. CM 
Farm 44-56; 5. Mendota 
Agri-Products 44-56; 6. 
Leagal Beagles 40-60

High team game (scratch) 
– Sports-N-Stuff 713, Lea-
gal Beagles 670, Mendota 
Agri-Products 649

High team game (hdcp) 
– Bad Kats 971, Sports-N-
Stuff 939, Leagal Beagles 
909

High team series (scratch) 

– Sports-N-Stuff 2106, Lea-
gal Beagles 1956, Mendota 
Agri-Products 1870

High team series (hdcp) 
– Bad Kats 2787, Sports-N-
Stuff 2784, Ramer Inc. 2699

Men’s high game (scratch) 
– Matt Ramer 246, Ron West-
phal 237, Mike Smith 226

Men’s high game (hdcp) 
– Aaron Holocker 275, Matt 
Ramer 273, Bob Moench 
Jr. 264

Men’s  h igh  se r i e s 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 
628, Mike Smith 604, Ron 
Westphal 597

Men’s high series (hdcp) – 

Matt Ramer 709, Mike Smith 
697, Aaron Holocker 696

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Gail Sessler 
232, Brenda Westphal 199, 
Hannah Westphal 194

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Gail Sessler 283, 
Brenda Westphal 276, Dria 
Kuntz 263

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Gail Sessler 
662, Brenda Westphal 536, 
Hannah Westphal 532

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Gail Sessler 815, 
Brenda Westphal 767, Han-
nah Westphal 730

BOWLING

BLOOMINGTON – The 
Illinois High School As-
sociation (IHSA) Board of 
Directors met for its regularly 
scheduled meeting on Feb. 7.

The Board approved 1-32 
playoff seeding in the Class 
1A through Class 6A football 
playoffs. Class 7A and Class 
8A were previously seeded 
1-32.

At each meeting of the 
Board of Directors, there 

are certain items the Board 
discusses, but upon which no 
action is taken, or that action 
may not be required.

The Board also discussed 
the future of 8-man football 
and an IHSA playoff for the 
sport. The IHSA Football 
Advisory Committee recom-
mended that the IHSA begin 
an 8-man football playoff and 
state championship in 2023. 
The Board is generally sup-

portive of that idea, but did 
not officially act on it. The 
Board has requested more 
details from the advisory 
committee and IHSA staff 
on an IHSA 8-man football 
state series prior to any 
action, including playoff 
qualifier numbers, a playoff 
schedule, number of class-
es, and school enrollment 
limitations for participating 
in 8-man.

IHSA adopts 1-32 seeding in football playoffs;
discusses future direction of 8-man football
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Go Lady Trojans! Good Luck 
Down the Tournament Trail!

2021-2022 MENDOTA LADY TROJANS

Please patronize these fine sponsors, who extend their 
best wishes to all the MHS Sports Teams!
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Somonauk 

Game 1
Sat, Feb.12 @Somonauk  

- TBA

Sandwich

West Chicago  
(Wheaton Academy)

Game 2
Sat, Feb.12  

@ West Chicago @ 7PM 

Mendota

Winner Game 1

Game 3
Mon, Feb. 14 @6PM

Elgin St. Edward

Winner Game 3

Game 5
Thurs., Feb. 17 @7PM

Championship

Winner Game 4

Winner Game 2

Game 4
Mon, Feb. 14 @7:30PM

Aurora Central Catholic

McDONALD’S
2 Locations:

2701 E. 12th St.
1503 13th Ave.

FIRST STATE
INSURANCE

715 Washington St.
(815) 539-5651

SPECIALTY
BODY & PAINT

1503 W. Washington St.
(815) 539-7801

VAESSEN BROS.
CHEVROLET, INC.
Hwy. 52 • Sublette
(815) 849-5232 or
1-800-227-5203

PIZZA’S BY 
MARCHELLONI
1210 Meriden St.
(815) 538-2145

FIRST
STATE BANK
Member FDIC

706 Washington St.
(815) 538-2265

MENDOTA AREA 
YMCA

1811 S 13th Ave.
(815) 539-9344

FINANCIAL PLUS
CREDIT UNION

Member NCUA - ESI
1905 13th Ave.
(815) 539-3444

SULLIVAN’S
FOODS

1102 Meriden St.
(815) 539-9341

THE MENDOTA 
REPORTER

703 Illinois Ave. 
(815) 539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com

MEYERS FURNITURE
& CARPET

1901 S. 13th Ave.
(815) 539-6263

www.meyersfurniture.com

SPORTS-N-STUFF
804 Washington St.

(815) 539-6354

ARS AUTO
REPAIR, INC.

307 Plaza Drive
(815) 538-2412

CITY OF MENDOTA
• MAYOR DAVID BOELK •

(815) 539-7459
Go Trojans!
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LOCAL AND AREA

Northern Illinois
Antiques Dealers Association

Presents Its
62nd Annual Antiques Show
Forest Hills Lodge n Loves Park, IL

Saturday, February 26, 2022
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Sunday, February 27, 2022
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Located 1/2 mile East of Route 251 on Route 173
1601 West Lane Road n  Loves Park, Illinois

From I-90, exit Route 172, head West to Forest Hills Lodge

Donation $6:00
Free Parking - E-mail: NIADA@AOL.com

www.NIADAAntiques.com

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Your Advertising Message
Can Reach The

ENTIRE STATE OF ILLINOIS
For A Surprisingly Low Cost!

Call Us Today For Details
539-9396

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send 
informative, interesting & educational 

newspapers to the Mendota School System 
throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2021-2022 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

Relationships are an 
important part of life. 
Healthy relationships 
have the ability to bring us 
great joy and satisfaction; 
however, unhealthy ones 
can make life miserable. 

Throughout my life, 
God’s Word has taught 
me so many great lessons 
about how to get along 
with people—something 
I wasn’t very good at 
for a long time. But the 
greatest lesson was this: 
Choose to live in peace 
with others. 

Simply put, it’s God’s 
will for us to live in peace 
and harmony with one 
another, and His Word 
offers clear instructions 
on how to get along with 
people in our daily lives. 

F i r s t  Pe te r  3 :11 
(AMPC) says, “Let him 
search for peace (harmo-
ny; undisturbedness from 
fears, agitating passions, 
and moral conflicts) and 
seek it eagerly. [Do not 
merely desire peaceful 
relations with God, with 
your fellowmen, and with 
yourself, but pursue, go 
after them!]”

Notice that this verse 
says we can’t merely 
desire peaceful relation-

How to pursue peace 
in every relationship

ships—we have to pursue 
them! 

Now, this doesn’t 
mean we won’t ever 
disagree. People are nat-
urally going to have dis-
agreements, and it’s okay 
to disagree if we can do it 
respectfully. But we must 
avoid strife.

What is strife? The 
dictionary defines strife 
as “bickering, arguing, a 
heated disagreement, or 
an angry undercurrent.” 

Strife is one of the 
greatest threats to healthy 
relationships; it has the 
ability to destroy marriag-
es, personal relationships 
and even churches. Like a 
seed, strife can get planted 
through something we 
say or do, then eventually 
grow to become a major 
problem.

God’s Word tells us 
that it’s the “little fox-
es” that sneak into the 
vineyard and spoil all 
the grapes (see Song of 
Solomon 2:15). I believe 
this is true when it comes 
to strife. Left unchecked, 
even minor disagree-
ments or frustrations 
can eventually destroy a 
relationship.  

So, how do we keep 

strife out of our relation-
ships? Here are some 
practical tips:

Maintain a 
Humble Heart

Where there is conten-
tion and strife, there is 
also pride. That’s why it 
is so important for us to 
practice humility. 

We all like to be right—
whether it’s an argument 
about a major issue or 
something trivial. How-
ever, humility insists that 
we give up our “right to 
be right.”

I can’t tell you how 
many times my husband, 
Dave, and I wasted time 
arguing about some in-
significant issue. And 
those times I “won,” 
I really lost, because I 
damaged our relationship 
and gave up my peace in 
the process.

I challenge you to 
adopt an attitude of hu-
mility. If you’re having 
an argument, be the first 
to make peace or apolo-
gize...even if you know 
you are right! It may be 
painful in the moment, 
but it will be well worth 
it in the end. 

Let Love Be 
Your Guide

Strife isn’t just a 21st 
century problem. The 
apostle Paul wrote to the 
early Church, encourag-
ing them to avoid strife 
and stay away from petty 
arguments.  

In Philippians 2:2 
(NIV), he writes, “Make 
my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in 
spirit and of one mind.”

Where there is unity, 
God pours out His bless-
ings (Psalm 133). And 
Matthew 18:19 tells us 
there is power in agree-
ment. However, we can’t 
truly agree and walk in 
unity if there is bitterness, 
offense, or unforgiveness 
in our hearts. 

I can put a big smile 
on my face and say all the 
right things, but if I’m still 
purposely harboring all 
sorts of negative thoughts 
and feelings about some-
one, I’m not really walk-
ing in love or unity. It’s 
not just the outside that 
matters— what’s going 
on inside is even more 
important.

First Corinthians 13:5 
(AMPC) says that love 
“is not touchy or fretful 
or resentful; it takes no 
account of the evil done 

to it.” Verse 7 goes on to 
tell us that love believes 
the best of every person.

I encourage you to 
truly love the people in 
your life. Make a decision 
to stay unified no matter 
what tries to get between 
you. Because, after all, 
“love never fails” (1 
Corinthians 13:8). 

Seek the 
Prince of Peace

The very best relation-
ship advice I can give you 
is to develop a personal, 
intimate relationship with 
Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace. I encourage you to 
spend regular time with 
Him through prayer and 
by reading and studying 
His Word. 

As you do, He will 
literally change you from 
the inside out, causing 
you to think differently 
and act differently. It is 
only when we receive 
His peace and His love 
that we can truly give it 
away to others!

I am so grateful for the 
peace of God in my life. 
The Lord has not only 
changed my relation-
ships, but He has changed 
me. And He will do the 
same for you.

It is possible to enjoy 

stable, joyful, fulfilling 
relationships. And it all 
begins with a simple 
decision to pursue peace.

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing CD resource Enjoying 
Successful Relationships. 
You can also contact us 
to receive our free maga-
zine, Enjoying Everyday 
Life, by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and THE 
POWER OF THANK 
YOU (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. •  (815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

Feb. 13 - 9 a.m. Sunday school, 
9:30 a.m. Worship in-person and on 

Facebook Live
Feb. 15 - 9 a.m.-3 p.m. L.E.A.S.E. 

preschool screenings

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St. 
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: 
prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.  

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Feb. 12 - 10 a.m. DAR meeting
Feb. 13 - 10 a.m. Worship - Facebook 

Live, Preacher: James Camp
4 p.m. Jeni Roether voice recital
 Feb. 17 - 6-7:30 p.m. Webelos

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Feb. 10 - 5 p.m. Church Council
Feb. 11 - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study

Feb. 16 - 6:30 p.m. Confirmation class

Online “devotional service” videos 
continue every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and 

Facebook page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey
1. Is the book of Ishbosheth in 
the Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. From Genesis 8, what was the 

mountain upon which Noah’s 
Ark rested? 

Sinai, Zion, Ararat, Ebal
3. Laban, who tried to swindle 
Jacob, was what relationship 

to him? Brother, Father-in-law, 
Friend, Father

4. In Matthew 10, Jesus instruct-
ed the apostles to go among the 

... ? Heathen, Gentiles, Blind, 
Israelites

5. What happened to Moses’ rod 
when he cast it on the ground? 

Broke in two, Spoke to him, 
Became a serpent, Blazed up
6. From Job 20, what sort of 
men suck the poison of asps? 
Wicked, Aged, Tribal, Leper

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) Ararat; 
3) Father-in-law; 4) Israelites; 

5) Became a serpent; 6) Wicked

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

God’s Love
By Henry Reed Conant

I know where’er my feet may be,
Tho’ prone to stray,

His watchful eye is over me
Both night and day.

And tho’ ofttimes this heart has erred
’Mid worldly cares,

I know His pard’ning ear has heard
My humble prayers.

At all times, e’en when I have failed
To do His will,

His love has in my heart prevailed -
And guides me still.

Requests
Digby Mackworth Dolben

I asked for Peace -
My sins arose,

And bound me close,
I could not find release.

I asked for Truth -
My doubts came in,
And with their din

They wearied all my youth.

I asked for Love -
My lovers failed,

And griefs assailed
Around, beneath, above.

I asked for Thee -
And Thou didst come

To take me home
Within Thy heart to be.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby 
given that on January 
25, 2022 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk 
of LaSalle County, 
Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known 
as BriAnna Nicole 
Photography located 
at 303 7th Avenue 
Mendota, IL 61342.
Dated: January 
25, 2022. BriAnna 
Hagenson Applicant.
No. 0201 (Feb. 2, 9, 26 
2022)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
FIRST STATE BANK,
)
)
PLAINTIFF,		
)
)
V.		
)	
NO. 2022FC000009
)
ILLINOIS HORSE
PARK FOUNDATION 
NFP,  
)
NON-RESIDENTIAL 
A NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
CORPORATION, 
DANIEL T. 
)
SAMPSON, 
INDIVIDUALLY, 
UNKNOWN TENANTS
) 
OR OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND 
)
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,  		
)	
)
DEFENDANTS.		
)

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affida-
vit(s) for publication 
having been filed, 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN TO ALL DE-
FENDANTS IN THE 
A B O V E - E N T I T L E D 
ACTION, that said suit 
has been commenced 
in the Thirteenth Ju-
dicial Circuit Court of 
LaSalle County, by the 
Plaintiff against you and 
other defendants, pray-
ing for the foreclosure 
of a certain Mortgage 
conveying the premises 
described as follows, 
to-wit:
PARCEL 1: 
THE EAST 70 FEET 
OF LOT 2 IN BLOCK 
1 IN THE VILLAGE OF 
TRIUMPH, SITUAT-
ED IN THE TOWN OF 
TRIUMPH, SITUATED 
IN LASALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. 
PARCEL 2: 
LOT 2 IN BLOCK 4 IN 
THE VILLAGE OF TRI-
UMPH. IN LASALLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
PARCEL 3: 
LOT TEN (10), EX-
CEPT THE WEST 41.3 
FEET OF LOT 10 IN 
BLOCK 5 IN HALL’S 
SECOND ADDITION, 
ALL IN THE TOWN OF 
TRIUMPH, SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY OF 
LASALLE AND STATE 
OF ILLINOIS. 
Permanent Index Num-
bers:  07-17-402-017 
(Parcel 1); 07-17-405-
002 (Parcel 2); 07-17-
406-018 (Parcel 3).  
COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:   
3908 E. 752nd Road, 
Triumph, Illinois 
3904 E. 752nd Road, 
Triumph, Illinois 
765 N. 39th Road, Tri-
umph, Illinois
And which said Mort-
gage was made by 
Illinois Horse Park 
Foundation, NFP, an 
Illinois not-for-profit 
corporation to H.F. Ge-
hart Banking Co., as 
Mortgagee on October 
18, 2016, and record-
ed in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds of 
LaSalle County, Illinois 
on October 20, 2016, 
as Document Number: 
2016-15874.  
NOW, THEREFORE, 

UNLESS YOU, the 
said defendant(s), file 
your answer to the 
Complaint in this case 
or otherwise file your 
Appearance in the Of-
fice of the Circuit Court 
Clerk, 119 W. Madison 
Street #201, Ottawa, 
Illinois 61350, on or be-
fore March 28, 2022, a 
default may be entered 
against you at any time 
after that day and a de-
cree entered in accor-
dance with the prayer of 
said complaint.
And for such other relief 
prayed; that summons 
was duly issued out 
of the said Thirteenth 
Judicial Circuit Court 
against you as provided 
by law, and that the said 
suit is now pending.  
YOU ARE FURTHER 
ADVISED THAT THE 
TIME IN WHICH THE 
SUBJECT REAL ES-
TATE MAY BE RE-
DEEMED FROM 
F O R E C L O S U R E , 
PURSUANT TO LAW, 
COMMENCES TO 
RUN WITH THE FIRST 
DATE OF PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NO-
TICE. 
In testimony whereof, I 
have hereunto set my 
hand and affixed the 
Seal of the Court on 
January 31, 2022. 
/s/Greg Vaccaro
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk of 
the
Thirteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit Court
LaSalle County
O’Brien Law Offices, 
P.C.
Michael A. 
O’Brien/6216625
Leslie G. Blei-
fuss/6224495
124A South County 
Farm Road
Wheaton, IL 60187
Ph: 630-871-9400
Email:  service@obrien-
lawoffices.com
No. 0206
(Feb. 9, 16, 23, 2022)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BUREAU COUNTY, 

PRINCETON, 
ILLINOIS

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF	 )
)  NO. 2022-PR-8

JOYCE ANN KOHR, 
DECEASED.             )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Joyce Ann Kohr, of 
Dalzell, Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued 
on January 28, 2022, 
to Larry Kohr, of LaSal-
le, IL and Randy Kohr, 
of Peru, IL, as INDE-
PENDENT CO-EX-
ECUTORS, whose 
Attorneys of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk, Probate 
Division,  700 S. Main 
Street, Princeton, Il-
linois 61356, or with 
the Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 
of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later. Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 

days after it has been 
filed.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.
Dated:  January 31, 
2022
Dawn Reglin
Bureau County Circuit 
Clerk
Princeton, IL 61356 
No. 0207
(Feb. 9, 16, 23, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAKING SEALED 
BIDS: 1996 Internation-
al 4800 Cab & Chassis; 
DT466 engine / Allison 
transmission (automat-
ic); 4 Wheel drive; 152” 
Wheel base; Heat & 
A/C; 214914 Mi. / 11069 
Hrs. 2 spare tires w/ alu-
minum wheels (1 has 
split). For appointment 
to inspect call 815-
627-9071. Bids must 
be received by March 
1, 2022 and should 
be addressed to: Paw 
Paw Fire Department, 
PO Box 81, Paw Paw, 
IL 61353.   Payment to 
be made by cashier’s 
check drawn on local 
bank. Sale is “AS IS” 
with no warranty. PPFD 
reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids for 
cause.
No. 0203
(Feb. 2, Feb. 9, Feb. 16 
and Feb. 23, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
LA SALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF
)
)
Caroline M. Costello
)
Case No. 2022-PR-16
)
Deceased
)

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Caroline M. 
Costello of Mendota, 
Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on January 
19, 2022 to David W. 
Costello of 4612 East 
First Road, Mendota, IL 
61342 whose attorney 
is Guilfoyle & Steven-
son, LLP, 1316 Meriden 
Street, Mendota, IL 
61342. 
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, Ottawa, IL 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on 
or before August 10, 
2022 If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a creditor 
of the decedent, the 
creditor’s claim may 
be filed on or before 
the date stated in the 
notice, if later than the 
date shown above. Any 
claim not filed within the 
time allowed is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in ten days after it has 
been filed. 
No. 0204
(Feb. 2, 9,16, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNITED STATES  

OF AMERICA
STATE OF ILLINOIS                                   

COUNTY OF 
LASALLE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
PATRICIA A HOGAN, 

DECEASED.
NO. 2022-PR-8
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Pa-
tricia A. Hogan of Men-
dota, Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
January 11, 2022 to 
KELLY P. MEANIX, 12 

Hawk Hill Road, Down-
ingtown, PA 19335, as 
INDEPENDENT EXEC-
UTOR, whose attorneys 
of record are DUNCAN 
& BRANDT, P.C., 1800 
Fourth Street, P.O. Box 
568, Peru, IL 61354.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the clerk.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the La 
Salle County Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
La Salle County Court-
house, 119 West Madi-
son Street, Ottawa, Illi-
nois 61350, or with the 
representative, or both, 
on or before August 9, 
2022, or, if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from 
the representative is re-
quired by section 5/18-
3 of the Probate Act, the 
date stated in that no-
tice. Any claim not filed 
on or before that date is 
barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Circuit Clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the Representa-
tive and her Attorneys 
within ten (10) days af-
ter it has been filed.	

February 9, 16, 23, 
2022
DUNCAN & BRANDT, 
P.C.
ATTORNEY VICTORIA 
M. MUNSON
1800 FOURTH 
STREET, P.O. BOX 568
PERU, IL  61354
TEL. (815) 223-0191 
GREG VACCARO – LA 
SALLE COUNTY CIR-
CUIT CLERK
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS  
61350
No. 0205
(Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2022)
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

Melecio Attachments Inc.

Hiring Full Time - Welders & Painters

Some Experience Needed

Starting $16 - $19 an hour

Send Resume to:  
melecioattachments@live.com 02

07
20

22

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

Responsible for accurate and prompt handling
of customer transactions, including demand
deposits, savings and loan payments. Cash
handling experience, a plus. 
Requires attention to detail and accuracy.
Ability to enter data on computer with accuracy
Mature judgment is required to interpret and
meet the needs of customers. 
Previous teller and banking experience, a plus.

FIRST STATE BANK has a career
opportunity for a part-time teller position at

its LaMoille branch. This person will work
approximately 15 to 20 hours per week,
including every other Saturday. This is a

non-exempt, hourly position.
 

 Qualifications:

 
Apply online at www.firststatebank.biz or email

your resume to humanresource@firststatebank.biz
or mail to First State Bank, Attn: HR Department,
706 Washington Street, PO Box 50, Mendota, IL

61342.
 

First State Bank offers competitive compensation
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

First State Bank is Hiring!

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, 4X4, Z71, 
LT, 99K Miles, Red...........................$26,900

2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4, 
141K Miles, Blue Granite................$24,900

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LTZ, 
4x4, 44K miles, 1-owner, Silver..$46,500
2019 Chevy Crew Cab LT Z71 4x4, 
1-Owner, 63K miles, Gray..........$41,900

2019 Chevy Colorado 2WD, Ext Cab, 
WT,  48K miles, White................$24,500
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, Leather, 
1-Owner, 41K miles, White.................$38,900 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 41K miles, GM Certified, 1-owner, Leather, 
Interior, Heated Seats, Running Boards, Tonneau Cover, White and More!

$38,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Breaking up my electric 
train sets for sale. 3 HO 
Gauge includes a Coca-
Cola 2004 Holiday 
Edition. 3 0-27 gauge 
includes Coca-Cola 
Limited Edition. Please 
call (815) 562-2582 and 
leave a message. 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

FOUND-Very friendly 
black & white Female 
cat. Front claws clipped 
short. Been here 
several weeks. 584 
E. US Rt 34 Mendota. 
Owner or Interested 
party please call (815) 
539-6318 (2-13-22)

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501	  501	  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT	RENT	
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

2517 Woods St.,  
West Brooklyn  

$117,000
Lovely Dutch Colonial 2 story home with hardwood 
floors on the first floor with nice woodwork.  The foyer 
leads to a gorgeous open staircase that takes you to 3 
large bedrooms.  1st floor master bedroom,  Bright 
airy and clean home with lots of storage.  Detached 
Big 18x30 garage.

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS
WE CAN LET YOU 

KNOW THE MARKET 
VALUE OF YOUR HOME.

JOE MCCONVILLE                      815-910-5673
SHARON KIMREY                        815-343-3600
MARTY MCCONVILLE                     815-200-2233
MELODY NANZER                        815-228-2842
RYAN COSS                        815-830-8636

2846 IL. Route 30 
Highway, Compton 

$65,000 
Lots of potential for this one story home 
located on Route 30 North of Compton.  Call 
for a showing.  

1605 Lakeview Dr.,  
Mendota  
$199,900

Lake neighborhood, corner lot, Florida room. 3 
spacious bedrooms with master bath and walk in 
closet.  2 1/2 baths.  Basement needs some TLC but 
is finished.  1s floor laundry, only dryer stays. 2 car 
attached garage. Cement parking pad.  Cement 
patio.  Call for a showing.

CONTINGENT

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-92555
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

815-539-3811

804 INDIANA AVENUE 

MENDOTA
THIS LARGE HOME HAS BEEN A 2 APT PROPERTY FOR MANY YEARS. YOU CAN MAKE IT 

BACK TO A SINGLE FAMILY OR KEEP AS A 2 UNIT, EITHER WAY YOU WILL BE AMAZED 
AT ALL THE NATURAL LIGHT THAT STREAMS THRU THE WINDOWS. TALL CEILINGS, 
SPACIOUS ROOMS GIVE OFF A COMFORTABLE FEELING.  AND THAT PARTIAL WRAP 
AROUND PORCH GIVES THIS PROPERTY CURB APPEAL!!  CLOSE TO RESTAURANTS, 

SHOPPING, AND THE TRAIN! LET’S TAKE A LOOK!

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, Mendota

815-539-3811

Abigail Vaessen, Broker

815-508-9715

Marcia Kosowski, Broker

779-423-5947

582 US Route 52, Sublette $343,900
Unique home with lots of spacious room to enjoy! Features 
include: 3,47 acre’s of gorgeous land, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, loft 
area for entertaining, family room in basement and bath room 
attached garage, large living room with a fireplace, deck out 
front, and outbuilding for more storage. Lots of storage space 
throughout and work shop off garage. 

27858 2600 East St., Van Orin  $64,900
 Ranch style home with curb appeal. Why Rent when you can 
own! This open living/dining area, kitchen, 2 bedroom, one 
bath home comes with all appliances and is ready to move 
into. Features an attached garage that can be converted into 
a family room/master bedroom. There is a car port for parking, 
shed in back for all your storage. Call today for a showing!

SEE US 
ABOUT 

WOODHAVEN 
LAKES 

PROPERTIES!

RETAIL BUILDING!!!
703 WASHINGTON ST. 

MENDOTA
Downtown MENDOTA, 
GREAT LOCATION!!

What should 
I look for 

when buying a 
home?

Answer:  First you should have 
a general idea of what you are 
needing in a home to make your 
life more comfortable and fit 
your needs.  Do you need more 
bedrooms, baths, a dining room, 
a more modern kitchen, a home 
office, a big yard?  Is it important 
to you that it is remodeled 
already, or do you want to make 
your own changes?  A home 
that needs some work can 
sometimes give you more bang 
for the buck than one that has 
already been remodeled.  As a 
buyer, you need to decide how 
much elbow grease you are 
willing or can do to afford the 
home you want. Homes that are 
remodeled to today’s style will 
usually be sold faster and for a 
better price than one not. BUT 
real estate is about location, 
location, LOCATION, so you 
may end up with a great location 
and a dated home.

Question 
of the 
Week

THE KEY TO HAPPINESS  
COULD BE A NEW 

HOME!
WE LOVE TO TALK REAL ESTATE! 

NO MATTER WHAT STEP OF 
THE PROCESS YOU ARE IN OUR 
AGENTS ARE ALWAYS HERE TO 

CHAT AND HELP YOU EVERY 
STEP OF THE WAY, CALL ONE  

OF THEM TODAY!

 126 W Division St., Amboy $157,500
This beautiful ranch style home is all ready for you to move into! Located 
on a large corner lot. You will be amazed how much bigger it is once 
inside. Features include: 3 bedrooms, possible one in basement, 2 baths, 
dining room, kitchen with breakfast bar, stools and all appliances stay, oak 
hardwood floors, sunken great room with wood burner stove, office area, 
concrete drive, 2 car detached drive, shed, back fenced in yard for privacy, 
covered porch and a patio area for entertaining. Call today for a showing! 
CONTIGENT UPON SELLER FINDING HOME OF THEIR CHOICE!

BECKY, RITA, LORI, JAMI

HAPPY  
VALENTINE’S  

DAY! 

IT’S A GREAT 
TIME  

TO SELL!  

INVENTORY IS 
LOW! 

CALL US TODAY 
FOR ALL OF YOUR 

REAL ESTATE 
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