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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

MENDOTA – The Mendota Union 
Depot mural project is on track for 
painting and structural work to begin 
in the next few weeks and its unveiling 
during the Sweet Corn Festival in Au-
gust. Mendota area residents are invited 
to information presentations on Mon-
day, Feb. 7 and Tuesday, Feb. 8, from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Main Street Station 
Bar & Grill, 714 Main St., Mendota.

Appetizers and sweets will be served. 
Face masks will be encouraged and will 
be available at the door. For more infor-
mation, visit the project Facebook page 
– Mendota Union Depot Art Piece – or 
call Michelle Wade at (815) 343-3615. 

Wade will provide updates and mile-
stones on the project she envisions as a 
tribute to the iconic depot and the impact 
railroading has had in the Mendota area 
for more than a century. The 127 by 50-
foot mural will be installed on the south 
side of Triple Service, Inc., the family 
business, at 801 Monroe St.

Wade leads the project and has 
an eight-member volunteer Citizens 
Committee raising awareness, gath-
ering information about railroading, 
seeking grant funding opportunities, 
and fundraising. 

“Great news—it’s time to start paint-
ing,” said Wade. “I am thrilled that we 
conquered a huge milestone by raising 
half of the funds needed to keep this 

project on track.
“We set a robust timeline and 

through the hard work, dedication for 
community and love for this town, our 
community has come together to share 
the historical need of this piece,” she 
added. “So many look forward to seeing 
the beauty of this building and hearing 
the stories that will come from it. I love 
hearing stories from those who share my 
love of Mendota and want to do more in 
order to improve our wonderful town.”

Wade will be joined by Julia Mautino 
Messina, executive director of North 
Central Illinois (NCI) ARTworks, who 
counts the mural project as the fifth work 
of public art along its Silo Pathways 
Countryside Public Art Tour (a tourism 
attraction for visitors to the region with 
public art currently in Streator, Prince-
ton, Cherry and Mendota). Additional 
speakers include a representative of 
the Citizens Committee and DeAnna 
Carlson, NCI ARTworks liaison to the 
committee.

“NCI ARTworks’ helps connect 
communities through art,” said Messi-

na. “The installation of this impressive 
work of public art in Mendota honors 
the city’s vibrant past as a rail hub and 
could play a significant role in revital-
izing the downtown area by attracting 
visitors and encouraging new businesses 
to open nearby.”

The presentations also will include 
artistic renderings of the depot, locomo-
tive, promenade and the cast-aluminum 
plaques available as tributes that will be 
permanently installed within the mural.

The mural is a half-scale painting 
of the iconic 250 by 100-foot Mendota 
Union Depot that was built in 1888 and 
demolished in 1942. It will be construct-
ed of hand-painted aluminum sheets, 
mounted on a steel support grid. Artist 
Ray Paseka and his team at Westclox 
Studios, Inc. used archival information 
from the Union Depot Railroad Museum 
to capture the details of the structure. 
The permanent display will also feature 
lighted windows, a painting of a period 
locomotive slightly in front of the depot 
platform, and a 12-foot-deep promenade 
along the front of the mural.

“Great news—it’s time to start painting. I am thrilled 
that we conquered a huge milestone by raising half 
of the funds needed to keep this project on track.”

– Michelle Wade, project commissioner

Public information presentations planned
for Mendota Union Depot mural project

Artist’s rendering of the Mendota Union Depot Train Station mural project.

q Citizens invited to presentations scheduled for Feb. 7 & 8 at Main Street Station

By GRACE KINNICUTT
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Be-
ginning this spring, the Illi-
nois Housing Development 
Authori ty 
will start ac-
cepting ap-
plications 
for home-
owners ex-
periencing 
f i n a n c i a l 
hardship.

The Illinois Emergen-
cy Homeowner Assistance 
Fund overseen by IHDA is 
a federally-funded program 
that is dedicated to assist Il-
linois homeowners that have 
struggled to pay their mort-
gage due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I know we’ve been wait-
ing for these funds for a while 
and it’s really been a holdup 
from the U.S. Treasury (of) 
being able to get this money 
out the door,” House Hous-
ing Committee Chair Delia 
Ramirez, D-Chicago, said.

Funded through the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
that passed Congress in 
March 2021, $387 million 
will be available through the 
emergency assistance fund 
for homeowners.

The ARPA funds provided 
assistance for rent and utili-
ties, as well as $387 million 
for the soon-to-launch mort-
gage assistance program.

Homeowners will be able 
to apply for a grant of up to 
$30,000 that will eliminate or 
reduce arrearages associated 
with homeownership.

Funds can also be used 

Illinois will launch 
mortgage assistance 
program this spring
q Up to $30,000 in federal funding to be 
available for pandemic-affected homeowners

Rep. Ramirez

to prevent mortgage de-
linquencies and defaults, 
foreclosures, loss of utilities 
or home energy services and 
displacement of homeown-
ers experiencing financial 
hardship after Jan. 21, 2020.

Homeowners must con-
tact their mortgage servicer 
or a housing counseling 
agency to ask for help and 
then, depending on the out-
come, can apply for assis-
tance through IHDA.

“These are requirements 
that the federal government 
and Treasury are imparting 
to us,” IHDA Executive 
Director Kristin Faust said. 
“The homeowner assistance 
fund is meant to be a fund of 
last resort.”

Faust said IHDA will 
begin a public relations and 
information campaign to 
start educating homeowners 
about how to reach out to 
housing counseling agencies 
or their mortgage provider to 
start preparing the necessary 
paperwork for when the 
application process opens. 

“Our goal will be to get 
all the dollars out the door,” 
Faust said. 

Homeowners are rec-
ommended to begin the 
process now to reach out to 
their service provider and 
housing counseling agencies 
so when the applications do 
open, they’ll be eligible for 
financial assistance.

Since the pandemic be-
gan, IHDA has distributed 
hundreds of millions of 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – 
A former Mendota resident has been 
selected as the Officer of the Year for 
the Colorado Springs, Colo., Police 
Department for 2021.

Randy Blackburn, son of the 
late Ed and Rita Blackburn, and Val 
Fishbach of Compton, was chosen 
for the honor from among over 700 
employees on the police force at the 
department’s annual award ceremo-
ny on Jan. 26. He is a 1977 graduate 
of Mendota High School. His sisters 
are Barb Weber and Monica Dewey, 
both of Mendota.

Officer Blackburn has worked 
for the Colorado Springs Police 
Department for over 22 years. He 
is currently assigned as the Shift 
One Traffic Officer in the Sand 
Creek Division. His primary duty 
is to investigate traffic crashes in 
the Sand Creek Division, but that 
does not begin to tell the story of his 
dedication to the community and his 
fellow officers.

It is common for Blackburn to 
respond to other divisions to assist 
with crash investigations and for 
him to hold several reports while 
he responds to other crashes to free 
up patrol officers to respond to other 
calls. He takes on the additional 
duty in teaching new officers how 
to investigate traffic crashes and he 
mentors all officers on all patrol shifts 
in their investigations. He does all 
of this while he investigates more 
traffic crashes than any other officer 
in the department.

Officer Blackburn has been on the 
Major Crash Team for eight years 
and is the most senior member of 
the team. In that time, he has never 
missed a call out. He often volunteers 
to cover on call responsibilities for 
his teammates and is known as a 
“go-to guy.” Officer Blackburn helps 
morale with his sense of humor and 
calmness. Although not assigned as a 
detective on the team, he has always 
been willing to help the detectives 

with their investigations. He has 
greatly contributed to the develop-
ment of the curriculum to train the 
department with the new traffic crash 
form implemented in 2021.

Officer Blackburn also organizes 
and teaches LIDAR operation to pa-
trol officers. This traffic enforcement 
tool assists law enforcement with 
speed enforcement and regulation. 
He also coordinated and taught LI-
DAR operation for local Air Force 
personnel.

The Mendota native also takes a 
proactive approach to traffic safety 
by deploying the speed trailer and 
speed patches throughout the year. 
He deployed these speed monitor-
ing tools over 40 times in 2021. He 
follows this up by conducting traffic 
enforcement in areas that are deemed 
to pose a danger to the community. 
In his “spare time,” Officer Black-

Officer Randy Blackburn, center, flanked by the Colorado Springs, 
Colo., police chief, left, and the mayor of Colorado Springs, was 
named the police department’s Officer of the Year for 2021.

Mendota native earns distinguished police honor
q R. Blackburn named Officer of the Year for Colorado Springs Police Dept.
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Open auditions for ‘Delval Divas’  
PRINCETON - The 

Prairie Arts Council has 
announced audition dates 
for their spring production 
of “Delval Divas,” written 
by Barbara Pease Weber. 
Try-outs will be held at the 
Prairie Arts Center, 24 Park 
Ave. East in Princeton on 
Friday, Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. and 
Saturday, Feb. 12 at 1 p.m.

Director, Ellen Marincic, 
will cast six women ranging 
in ages from 30s to 60s. No 
preparation is necessary.

This delightful comedy 
will be performed April 29, 
30 and May 1. The play 
centers around six highly 
educated, successful, profes-
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   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Exclusive Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Exclusive Shower Package

 Special Offer 
 FOR VETERANS!

www.WhySafeStep.com
*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

815-267-0149
FINANCING AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, 
or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing. Introducing 
Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive
Shower Package!

✓ First and only walk-in tub available with a 

customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 

height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and 

MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 

included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 
walk-in tub!

both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 

PLUS A FREE 
SHOWER PACKAGE 

Call Toll-Free 815-267-0149

Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of

$1600 OFF

(815) 539-9396
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota

Coupon must accompany payment.
Subscriptions also include free 
access to our E-Edition!

Subscriber Name:__________________________
Address:__________________________________
City:_______________________________________                                             
State:__________________  Zip:_______________ 
Telephone:________________________________
Email:_____________________________________
Payment Enclosed 
 
Call 815-539-9396 and mention this 
February Valentine’s Day deal if you wish  
        to pay by credit or debit card.  
                    Offer expires 2/28/22.

February Valentine’s Day Deal

The savings have never been sweeter, thanks to 
our February Valentine’s Day deals.

Throughout the month of February, purchase a 12 
Month Subscription to the Mendota Reporter for a 
special discounted rate.
 In Area  
$50.00 
(includes Bureau, Lee & LaSalle Counties)

Out of Area
$70.00

01
31

20
22

Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

See AUDITIONS, Page A3

Dinges Fire Company 
acquires fire truck mobile 
service and repair company

AMBOY – Nick Dinges 
of Sublette, owner and CEO 
of Dinges Fire Company, 
announced that Dinges Fire 
Company recently acquired 
Fox Apparatus Repair & 
Maintenance, adding a fourth 
mobile service unit to its 
fleet.

Derek Feuss, owner of 
Fox Apparatus Repair & 
Maintenance in Wyoming, 
Iowa, joined DFC in 2020 as 
a sales representative serving 
fire departments in northeast 
Iowa. He will continue in this 
role while joining the mobile 
service department.

DFC offers preventative 
maintenance and repair on 
rescue and extrication tools 
and SCBA (self-contained 
breathing apparatus) across 
the Midwest. Feuss will also 
do warranty work on Toyne 
Fire Trucks and vehicles in 
Illinois and Wisconsin.

Feuss is an 11-year fire-
fighter currently serving as 
the assistant fire chief for 

the Oxford Junction Fire 
Department. He purchased 
Fox Apparatus Repair & 
Maintenance from its found-
er in 2017 and served 125 
customers in eastern Iowa. 

“We are excited to expand 
our mobile service capabil-
ities to include on-site fire 
apparatus repair and pre-
ventative maintenance and 
look forward to growing the 
service segment of our com-
pany by adding Fox Appara-
tus Repair to our 90-person 
team,” said Dinges.

This marks the third ac-
quisition for DFC in three 
years. 

Dinges Fire Company 
serves fire departments and 
emergency personnel in sev-
en Midwestern states with a 
mission to protect America’s 
first responders with the best 
safety and protection equip-
ment on the market and be a 
catalyst for positive change 
in those communities they 
serve.

Derek Feuss, left, and Nick Dinges finalize the acquisition 
of Fox Apparatus Repair & Maintenance by Dinges Fire 
Company. (Photo contributed)

Thank you to all of our families who participated 
in our last fundraiser of the year. We sold Nothing 
Bundt Cakes for the first time in the district and it was 
a HUGE success! Blackstone will use the funds from 
the sale to go towards purchasing more playground 
equipment for all of our students to enjoy. Thank you 
for your continued support.

The students nominated for the Principal Award 
this past week were Hannah Hackerson, Liam Reeder, 
Ximena Rojo, Tanya Munoz, Scarlett Burrell, Jayden 
Chavez, Charleigh Pedersen and Jamiyah Bragg. The 
winners were Liam Benenhaley, Callie Martin, Mia 
Phillips and Cason Jordan. Congratulations to all of you!

The January Principal Award Pizza Lunch was held 
on Jan. 28. The students invited to the lunch were 
Renata Falcon, Thomas Feurer, Bryson Sondgeroth, 
Liam Benenhaley, Mateo Gonzalez, Isaiah Perez, 
Manny Quintana, Callie Martin, Fernando Sandoval, 
Ruby Diaz Santos, Shayne Full, German Toribio, Is-
abel Reyes, Gwen Pecher, Mia Phillips, Cason Jordan 
and Maddux Brown. A picture of the winners can be 
seen below. 

We are starting to plan for our Valentine’s Day parties 
at school. If students want to bring in cards to pass out 
to their friends, they should bring them to school by 
Wednesday, Feb. 9. We will celebrate Valentine’s Day 
on Monday, Feb. 14.

Blackstone Principal Award Pizza Lunch
Blackstone School recently held their Principal Award pizza lunch for the month of 
January. Students chosen for January were, front row left to right, Renata Falcon, 
Thomas Feurer, Liam Benenhaley, Mateo Gonzalez, Manny Quintana and Callie 
Martin; back row, Fernando Sandoval, Ruby Diaz Santos, German Toribio, Gwen 
Pecher, Mia Phillips, Cason Jordan and Maddux Brown. Students were honored by 
having a pizza lunch with their principal, Stacy Kelly. (Photo contributed)

Get out of the cold at the library
MENDOTA - Brr . . . it’s cold 

outside! This is the perfect time to 
stop by and visit the Graves-Hume 
Public Library. They have many ac-
tivities going on this winter including 
in-person programming along with 
passive programs. Pick up an adult craft and complete it in 
the comfort of your own home. 

“We’re always offering something fun for all youth,” said 
Carolynn Ohlendorf, Youth Services Department Manager. 
“We have several program choices available, offered to 
babies-8th graders. We always have a craft room ready for 
your crafty kid, a play room for your little one and so much 
more. We love to meet new faces, come visit us!” 

Library programs are open to all. No library card is re-
quired. Check out their Facebook page for more details or 
stop in for a newsletter. The library may be reached by phone 
at (815)538-5142.

Remembering 
historic Rt. 66

LA SALLE - The LaSalle 
Public Library will virtually 
host historian Leslie God-
dard on Tuesday, Feb. 15 at 6 
p.m. for her unique program 
about Route 66 or the Mother 
Road.

The name evokes im-
ages of gas stations, mom-
and-pop motels, quirky 
attractions and adventure 
on the open road. In this 
nostalgia-packed program, 
Goddard, will explore the 
history of Route 66, the icon-
ic road that linked Chicago 
to Los Angeles from 1926 
until its closing in the mid-
1980s. Find out why Route 
66 remains so indelibly as-
sociated with the lore of the 
American road trip.

Goddard is a scholar and 

See RT. 66, Page A4
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Ask about our
HEALTH SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS!
If you have                                
a qualified high 
deductible 
health plan, the 
HSA may be a 
tax deductible 
health plan to 
help you pay your 
qualified 
medical 
expenses.
Stop by your 
local Eureka Savings Bank  
for details.

www.eurekasavings.com

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656
LaSalle

Peru
Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

Carl’s Quiz
Why do professional interior house 
painters wear white overalls rather 

than blue overalls?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Grenoble (1968) 
was the first Winter Olympic Games to be broadcast 
in color. From Grenoble, ABC also provided the 
most extensive satellite coverage of any Olym-
pics yet, including some live daytime coverage 

and the rest same-day coverage.
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

Place your next 
advertisement in

The Reporter
and get results

Continued from Page A2

Auditions

Mendota Weather Feb. 2, 2022
Seven Day Forecast

Wednesday

Snow Likely

High: 22 Low: 14

Thursday

Scattered Snow

High: 19 Low: 3

Friday

Partly Cloudy

High: 17 Low: 2

Saturday

Mostly Sunny

High: 21 Low: 14

Sunday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 29 Low: 8

Monday

Cloudy

High: 31 Low: 9

Tuesday

Mostly Sunny

High: 34 Low: 14

In-Depth Forecast
Wednesday we will see cloudy skies 

with an 80% chance of snow, high of 

22°, humidity of 79%. North wind 15 

to 19 mph. New snow accumulation 

of around two inches possible. The 

record high for Wednesday is 51° set 

in 1968. Expect cloudy skies 

Wednesday night with an 80% 

chance of snow, overnight low of 14°.

North wind 19 mph. The wind chill 

for Wednesday night could reach 0°.

Last Week's Local Almanac
Date Hi Lo Normals Precip

Monday 29 7 27/11 0.01"

Tuesday 10 -1 27/11 0.00"

Wednesday 16 -8 28/11 0.00"

Thursday 32 24 28/11 0.00"

Friday 19 6 28/11 0.00"

Saturday 26 7 28/11 0.00"

Sunday 28 15 28/11 0.00"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rainfall 0.01"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal rainfall 0.31"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure -0.30"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average temp 15.0°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average normal 19.4°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure -4.4°

Data as reported from Peru, Ill.

Local Sun/Moon Chart This Week
Day Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Wednesday 7:07 a.m. 5:13 p.m. 8:26 a.m. 7:02 p.m.

Thursday 7:06 a.m. 5:15 p.m. 8:54 a.m. 8:14 p.m.

Friday 7:04 a.m. 5:16 p.m. 9:19 a.m. 9:23 p.m.

Saturday 7:03 a.m. 5:17 p.m. 9:41 a.m. 10:28 p.m.

Sunday 7:02 a.m. 5:18 p.m. 10:04 a.m. 11:32 p.m.

Monday 7:01 a.m. 5:20 p.m. 10:27 a.m. Next Day

Tuesday 7:00 a.m. 5:21 p.m. 10:53 a.m. 12:36 a.m.

First

2/8

Full

2/16

Last

2/23

New

3/2

Regional Cities
Wednesday  Thursday

City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx

24/18 sn 22/6 snAurora

30/20 sn 24/8 snChampaign

27/21 sn 24/13 snChicago

19/9 sn 15/-2 snFreeport

26/19 sn 23/7 snJoliet

21/12 sn 18/0 snMoline

24/18 sn 22/4 snPeoria

20/11 sn 17/1 snRockford

27/20 sn 24/5 snSpringfield

Local UV Index

                  
0 - 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11+  

UV Index

0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate,

6-7: High, 8-10: Very High,

11+: Extreme Exposure

www.WhatsOurWeather.com

Weather History
Feb. 2, 1952 - The only tropical storm of 
record to hit the United States in February 
moved out of the Gulf of Mexico and 
across southern Florida. It produced 60 
mph winds and two to four inches of rain.

Feb. 3, 1988 - Arctic air continued to 
invade the central United States. The 
temperature at Midland, Texas plunged 
from a record high of 80 degrees to 37 
degrees in just three hours. Morning lows 
in the higher elevations of Wyoming were 
as cold as 38 degrees below zero.

Weather Trivia
Why does salt keep snow 
from turning to ice? ?

Answer: Salt water needs to be 
much colder to freeze.

National Weather Summary This Week
The Northeast will see mostly cloudy skies with scattered rain and 

snow, highest temperature of 52 in Salisbury, Md. The Southeast will 

experience mostly cloudy skies with scattered showers, highest 

temperature of 79 in Bonita Springs, Fla. The central United States 

will see mostly cloudy skies with scattered rain and isolated snow, 

highest temperature of 74 in Laredo, Texas. In the Northwest there will be partly cloudy 

skies with the highest temperature of 52 in Brookings, Ore. The Southwest will see 

mostly clear skies with the highest temperature of 67 in Norwalk, Calif.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

sional women who share the 
same address - The Delaware 
Valley Correctional Facility.

For additional informa-
tion, e-mail Ehmarincic@
sbcglobal.net.

Prairie Arts programming 
is funded in part by grants 
from the Illinois Arts Council 
Agency and The Princeton 
Closet.

Monmouth College 
Dean’s List 

MONMOUTH - Timothy 
McNally, an elementary 
education major from Paw 
Paw, has been included on the 
Monmouth College Dean’s 
List for the fall 2021 semes-
ter. To be named, students 
must achieve a grade-point 
average of at least 3.5 on a 
4.0 scale while taking at least 
three full academic credits.

Founded in 1853, Mon-
mouth College is a nationally 
ranked liberal arts college. 
Affiliated with the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.) and 
the birthplace of the women’s 
fraternity movement.

UW-Madison 
Dean’s List

MADISON, Wis. - Aman-
da Barrett of Mendota has 
been recognized on the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madi-
son fall dean’s list. Barrett 
is in the College of Letters 
& Science.

Students who achieve at a 
high level academically are 
recognized by the dean at 
the close of each semester. 
To be eligible, students must 
complete a minimum of 12 
graded degree credits in that 
semester. Each university 
school or college at UW sets 
its own GPA requirements 
for students to be eligible to 
receive the distinction. 

UW-Milwaukee 
Dean’s List

MILWAUKEE, Wis. - 
Several local students have 
been named to the dean’s list 
at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee for the fall 

2021 semester. They include 
Grace Brandner, Nursing; 
Emma Guelde, Education; 
and Maren Wise, College 
of Letters & Science, all of 
Mendota.

UWM is the second larg-
est university in the State of 
Wisconsin, with more than 
23,000 undergraduate and 
graduate students.

Kishwaukee College 
dean’s list

MALTA - Kishwaukee 
College has announced the 
students named to the fall 
2021 dean’s list. Local stu-
dents include Joel Bertram 
of Paw Paw and Benjamin 
Vaessen of Sublette.

To be eligible for dean’s 
list honors, a student must 
complete a minimum of 
12 semester hours (at the 
100/200 level) during an ac-
ademic term with a semester 
grade point average of 3.50 
or higher on a 4.0 scale.

Kishwaukee College 
Part-Time Student 
Honors List

MALTA - Kishwaukee 
College is pleased to an-
nounce its part-time student 
honors list for fall 2021. 
Local students include Ethan 
Rutten of Compton, Caroline 
Bend and Autumn Miller 
of Earlville, and Samantha 
Katschke, Ashlyn McLaugh-
lin, Grant Schlorff and Justin 
Williams of Paw Paw.

To be eligible for this hon-
or, a student must complete 
a minimum of 6 (but less 
than 12) semester hours of 
college-level courses at Kish 
with a grade point average of 
3.5 or higher.

Dueling Pianos 
coming to Sublette

SUBLETTE - Sublette 
365 is again sponsoring a 
Dueling Pianos event on Sat-
urday, Feb. 12 at the Sublette 
Community Building. Doors 
open at 6 p.m., dinner is at 
6:30 p.m. and the show starts 
at 7 p.m.

Tables are selling fast. 
The cost is $250 for a table 
of eight guests and includes 
dinner, show and one drink.

For information or tickets, 
contact Nick Dinges at (815) 
703-6140. The event is a 
fundraiser for community 
improvements.

Farm Toy Show 
March 19-20

SUBLETTE - The 40th 
annual Sublette Farm Toy 
and Antique Tractor Show 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 19 and Sunday, March 
20. The show is expected to 
draw a large attendance since 
last year’s show was cut back 
in size due to COVID.

This year’s show will be 
held in five buildings with 
antique tractors and semi 
tractors displayed outdoors. 
The annual firefighter’s 
breakfast will be served at 
the fire station.

This year’s show will fea-
ture International Harvester.

Gamma Phi presents teacher supplies
PRINCETON - Gamma Phi’s Supporting 

Early Career Educators Project (SEE) awards 
were presented in person by Pat Wiggim at 
a recent Gamma Phi meeting. 

Awards were given to Abby Shipp from 
Bureau Valley High School and Angela 
Kroefsky who teaches at Lincoln School in 
Princeton. Each teacher received supplies that 
will enhance their classroom’s curriculum. 

Other winners who could not be present 
were Tess Heidenreich, who teaches math 
at Ohio Community School, and Madison 
Pearson, who teaches language arts at Logan 
Junior High in Princeton.

These grants are awarded to first, second or 

third year teachers who have a need to enhance 
the curriculum they teach with supplies that 
the school district does not provide. Teachers 
receive notice of these possible grants through 
their local school principal during September 
of each year. A limited number of awards are 
presented each year.

Gamma Phi Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society is a society of women 
educators who promote professional and 
personal growth of members and excellence 
in education. 

Contact Sue Bromme-Winger at suz-
ie_b12@hotmail.com for more information 
about the chapter.

Pat Wiggim, left, and Abby Shipp. Pat Wiggim, left, and Angela Kroefsky.

SUBLETTE

‘Leaving Iowa’ cast announced by PAC
PRINCETON - The Prai-

rie Arts Council is pleased to 
announce the cast of “Leav-
ing Iowa,” a play written by 
Spike Manton and Tim Clue. 
“Leaving Iowa” is a tribute 
to everyone who ever found 
themselves driving alone 
on the road, revisiting the 
memories of their youth. 

Director Dave Roden 

brings the story to life with 
his cast, which includes 
David Gray as Don, Kayla 
Greenwell as sis, Jeff Suda-
kov plays dad, while Eliza-
beth Wild is mom. Chris and 
Mary Keiffer round out the 
cast with both playing nu-
merous Midwest characters.

The cast will perform 
three shows, Friday and 

Saturday, Feb. 18 and 19 
at 7:30 p.m. and a Sunday 
matinee on Feb. 20 at 2 p.m. 
Performances take place at 
the Prairie Arts Center, 24 
Park Ave. East in Princeton. 
Tickets, $15 for adults and 
$10 for students, may be 
purchased online at prai-
riearts.org. 

Patrons may also reserve 
tickets by e-mailing prai-
rieartsprinceton@gmail.
com or leaving a message at 
(815) 875-2787. Tickets are 
general admission to permit 
social distancing.

Prairie Arts Council pro-
gramming is funded in part 
by grants from The Illinois 
Arts Council and The Princ-
eton Closet. 
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Gerald G. Whitmore
MENDOTA - Gerald “Jerry” 

George Whitmore, 86, of Mendota, 
passed away peacefully on Jan. 26, 
2022 at OSF Saint Anthony Medical 
Center, Rockford.

Visitation will be held from 5 to 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 9 at the 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota. 
Private burial will be at Restland 
Cemetery, Mendota later in the 
spring.

Jerry was born Aug. 9, 1935 in Aurora to George E. and 
Bernice E. (Caponash) Whitmore, Jr. He married Patricia 
A. Stillwell on Nov. 26, 1958 in LaSalle. She preceded him 
in death.

Survivors include two sons, Darryl G. (Lisa) Whitmore of 
Palatine and Scott E. (Cheryl) Whitmore of Marysville, Wash.; 
four grandchildren, Joie (Aaron) Ocheltree of Bloomington, 
Katherine N. (Ryan) Lawson of Washington state, Grace 
Whitmore of Wauwatosa, Wis. and Eve M. Whitmore of 
Mount Prospect; and several great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Patricia; his parents; 
and one sister, Patricia A. (Whitmore) Rod.

Jerry was a Boy Scout and graduated from Mendota High 
School in 1954. He became interested in HAM radio at an 
early age and this interest turned into a lifelong hobby. Over 
the years, he contacted and spoke with untold other HAM 
operators around the world. His call sign was K9HAW, and 
he would tell people he was “the laughing dog” as a way to 
remember it. After high school, he worked for Whitmore 
Electric in Mendota, a business his father had started in 
1932. He and Patricia took over the business in 1968 and 
continued it for another 20 years. Under his ownership, 
the business expanded and completed many projects, large 
and small, in and around Mendota. In 1974, they opened a 
subsidiary business, Witco Lighting and Home Center in 
downtown Mendota, which sold electrical fixtures, lamps and 
other residential items. Other contributions to the city where 
he grew up included being a member of the volunteer fire 
department from 1960 to 1974 and joining the Chamber of 
Commerce in the early 70s, eventually serving as president 
from 1973 to 1974.

After closing Whitmore Electric, he and Patricia moved 
to Las Vegas for a few years, where he worked in electrical 
sales. By the mid-90s, they were ready to return home, where 
he worked a few more years as an industrial factory electri-
cian before retiring. He took up woodworking and built and 
equipped an extensive shop in his home where he produced 
many items, some of which won prizes at the local fair. He 
always loved cars and in his 30s, he restored a Ford Model 
A, which he often drove in the Mendota Sweet Corn Festival 
Parade. In retirement, he bought a red 1966 Ford Mustang 
convertible, which he loved to drive around town with the 
top down. He enjoyed talking to old friends and meeting new 
people. On vacations, he would invariably spend 20 minutes 
talking to the attendant at every gas station, while Patricia sat 
in the car growing ever more impatient. If you ran into Jerry 
around town, you had to be careful not to “get him going” 
unless you had some time to spare!

Memorials may be directed to The PAN Foundation online 
at panfoundation.org or the charity of one’s choice. Online 
condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

Lee L. Wendel 
MENDOTA - Lee L. Wendel, 

84, of Mendota, passed away Jan. 
26, 2022 at home surrounded by his 
family and friends.

Visitation was held from 4-7 p.m. 
on Jan. 31 at the Merritt Funeral 
Home, Mendota. A service followed 
at 7 p.m. with his granddaughter, 
Rev. Maria Bonine officiating. 
Private burial will be at Restland 
Cemetery, Mendota at a later date.

Lee was born Jan. 17, 1938 at Harris Hospital in Mendota 
to proud parents Henry and Gunda (Rebhan) Wendel. He 
was welcomed home by a sister, Evelyn and brother, Lyle.

In his younger years, Lee had numerous cars and a very 
heavy foot which coined him his nickname, “Lightning Lee.” 
In 1955, he graduated from Mendota High School. In 1956, 
Lee and his brother started farming the family farm and 
continued until 2009 when Lee’s son, Terry joined him in the 
farming business. He also worked several winter jobs in town.

Lee had three daughters from his first marriage, Susan 
(Hughie) McCoy, Connie (Jon) Yambert and Sherry (Lane) 
Zerbe. On Aug. 30, 1968 he married Carol Ossman in Dixon, 
which Judge Bales officiated. Carol had three children, Robert 
Lewis, Kathy Lewis and Dawn Thomas. Lee adopted her 
youngest daughter, Dawn. In May of 1972, Lee and Carol 
had a son, Terry “Boomer” Wendel. Lee lived in the same 
house his entire life. He loved the farm and enjoyed watching 
the crops grow from the front porch.

Lee also leaves behind many grandchildren, great-grand-
children and his dog and faithful companion, Rags.

He was preceded in death by his parents; a sister; a broth-
er; one daughter, Sherry Zerbe; one granddaughter, Sarah 
Christoffersen; one grandson, John Zimmerly; and his loving 
wife of 51 years, Carol in 2019.

Memorials may be directed to the Sublette Fire and 
Ambulance Departments. Online condolences may be left 
at www.merrittfh.com. 

Richard B. Reese
OTTAWA - Richard “Rich” B. 

Reese, 53, of Ottawa, passed away 
Jan. 27, 2022 at OSF St. Elizabeth 
Medical Center.

Funeral services will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 4 at 
Gladfelter-Roetker Funeral Home, 
Ottawa. Interment will follow at 
West Serena Cemetery. Visitation 
will be from 4-7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 3 at the funeral home.

Rich was born Aug. 10, 1968 in Ottawa to Rodney and 
Nancy (Miner) Reese. He married Michelle on Aug. 26, 
1989 in Ottawa. 

Survivors include his wife, Michelle; his mother, Nancy 
(Darrell) Cochran; two children, Riley (Mackenzie Ciesielski) 
Reese and Briana Reese; two brothers, Irwin (Michele) Ayers 
and Robert Reese; one granddaughter, Hazel Reese; and his 
step mother, Judy Reese.  

He was preceded in death by his father, Rodney Reese; 
one uncle, Don Reese; one aunt, Maggie Maltas; his grand-
parents; and his father-in-law, David Morecraft.

Rich worked as an operator at Grain Co. FS. He loved the 
outdoors and especially loved camping and fishing. He loved 
snowmobiling in the winter, although he had to give it up at 
the age of 43. He was a handyman and enjoyed working on 
and restoring his trucks. In the last year, his pride and joy 
was his granddaughter, Hazel. Rich would be very thankful 
for the constant support, as he was always there for others as 
they were for him. If anyone knew him, they would know he 
was a simple man and how much he hated having attention 
drawn to him. He loved his family dearly and will be deeply 
missed by many.

Memorial contributions may be directed to the family. To 
share a memory, please visit www.gladfelter-roetker.com or 
Gladfelter-Roetker Funeral Home on Facebook.

Martin E. Vincent 
PRINCETON - Martin “Buck” 

E. Vincent, 50, of Princeton, passed 
away Jan. 30, 2022 at home.

Visitation will be held from 10 
a.m. until 1 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
5 at the Merritt Funeral Home, Men-
dota. Funeral services will be at 1 
p.m. on Saturday with Rev. Kevin 
Hancock officiating. Cremation rites 
will follow and private family burial 
will be at St. Mary’s Cemetery, West 
Brooklyn at a later date. A celebration of life will be held at 
the Mendota Moose Lodge following the services.

Martin was born April 8, 1972 in Dixon to Edward and 
Katherine (Studebaker) Vincent.

Survivors include his parents of Princeton; one brother, 
Matthew (Gwen) Vincent of Lostant; one sister, Amber (Jason) 
Cavanagh of Ottawa; one niece; Annabel Vincent; and three 
nephews, Amos Vincent, Hunter Owens and Gaige Owens.

He was preceded in death by his maternal and paternal 
grandparents and two uncles, Thomas Studebaker and James 
Vincent.

Martin was a 1989 graduate of LaMoille High School. 
He worked for Carter Lumber in Mendota, Asplundh Tree 
Service and Labor Union Local 393. He was a member of 
the Mendota Moose Lodge, NRA, Malden Veteran’s Club 
and Arlington Fire Department. He enjoyed hunting and 
spending time with family and friends.

Memorials may be directed to the Arlington Fire Depart-
ment. Online memorials may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 
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Oh how we grieved the 
day you left us. I know 
your life on earth was 
troubled.  You were no 

stranger to pain. 
Go rest high on that 
mountain son, your 

work on earth is done.

Martin D. Eddy
5-4-1963 / 2-7-2021
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With Love,
Mom

We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Satellites on top of Mendota City Building

Winner - Larry Schlesinger

Where is it…

in Mendota?
HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week. Prizes must be 
picked up at the Mendota 

Reporter Office.

Digital Aids
Latest in technology

30 day FREE trial
Thursday, Feb. 3rd &  
Thursday, Feb. 17th
9:30 am - 1:00 pm
By Appointment Only
Free Hearing Test At

MENDOTA CIVIC CENTER
815-626-3220

Sterling Hearing Aid Center 01
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Raymond J. Wilson 
MENDOTA - Raymond J. Wilson, 77, of Mendota, passed 

away Jan. 19, 2022 at OSF Saint Paul Medical Center, 
Mendota.

Cremation rites have been accorded and burial will be 
private.

Raymond was born Jan. 23, 1944 in Gary, Ind.
Survivors include several family members and he will be 

dearly missed by all who knew him.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Raymond served in the U.S. Navy. He was a friend to 

everybody he met. He truly enjoyed playing video games. 
He also loved to cook and opened his door to anyone in need 
of a good meal...especially on the holidays.

Memorials may be directed to the donor’s choice. Online 
condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com. 

Restaurants seek second round 
of taxpayer aid due to omicron

SPRINGFIELD –  Omi-
cron’s surge is causing 
restaurants to wonder if 
they’ll make it through the 
winter, prompting many to 
seek another round of aid 
from federal taxpayers.

More than 3,300 small 
restaurant operators signed a 
letter last month requesting 
the U.S. Congress approve 
more funds, the Wall Street 
Journal reported.

Omicron dampened what 
is usually the biggest season 
for restaurants over Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day 
weeks and continues to keep 
customers away, Illinois 
Restaurant Association Pres-
ident Sam Toia said.

“It’s having an impact,” 
he said. “It’s having an im-
pact on team members not 
going to work. It’s having an 
impact on customers cancel-
ing reservations.”

Restaurants are hoping 
Congress will replenish the 
federal fund used last year to 
buoy the industry, Toia said. 
Initially, Congress allocated 
$28.6 billion through the 
Restaurant Revitalization 
Fund (RRF). Restaurants are 
seeking $60 billion this time.

“Now with the new vari-
ant out there for COVID, 
things have gotten even 
tougher again, so we really 
encourage the federal gov-

ernment to replenish the 
Restaurant Revitalization 
Fund with another $60 bil-
lion,” Toia said.

Last time around, about 
one-third of applicants re-
ceived an RRF grant, accord-
ing to Toia.

“Right here in Illinois, 
there were 11,000 restaurants 
in Illinois who got nothing,” 
he said.

Toia said this time asso-
ciations are working to get 
those left out of earlier grants 
some help.

“We encourage our lead-
ers in D.C. to step up and 
complete the mission,” Toia 
said.

Much of Illinois’ con-
gressional delegation has 
been supportive of the idea, 
according to Toia. Lawmak-
ers in favor are expected 
to face opposition from 
Republicans, who say the 
federal government has spent 
enough taxpayer money over 
the pandemic, the Wall Street 
Journal reported.

“We would hope that the 
federal government would 
put $60 billion on the side 
for our independent restau-
rants because independent 
restaurants are the soul of 
every neighborhood, not just 
here in the state of Illinois 
but around the country,” 
Toia said.

Rt. 66
Continued from Page A2

award-winning actress 
who has presented history 
programs for over 10 years. 
She holds a Ph.D. from 
Northwestern University 
specializing in American 
studies and U.S. history as 
well as a master’s degree in 
theater. A former museum 
director,  she is author 
of two books on history 
and works full-time as an 
author and public speaker. 
Her programs have been 
presented for hundreds of 
museums, libraries, senior 
centers and organizations 
around the country.

This program is free 
and open to all. To attend, 
register online at https://bit.
ly/3GSf6Rm.

For more information, 
contact the LaSalle Public 
Library at (815) 223-2341.

Kishwaukee offering six online 
wine appreciation courses

MALTA - The Kishwau-
kee College Community Ed-
ucation department will offer 
six online wine appreciation 
classes during the spring 
semester. All classes take 
place from 7-8 p.m. via Zoom 
and provide an overview of 
wines, their grapes and re-
gions. Certified sommeliers 
from Geneva Wine Cellars, 
Liz Koval and Tim Campbell, 
will teach the classes.

Feb. 3- Spanish Wines: 
Madeira, Port and Sherry

Feb. 10- Northern/Cen-
tral Italian Wines: Tusca-
ny, Piemonte, Chianti and 

Barolo
March 3- South Ameri-

can Wines: Chile, Argentina 
and Uruguay

March 10- Southern 
Italian Wines: Sicily and 
Sardinia

April 7- Mediterranean 
Wines: Greece, Lebanon, 
Israel, Morocco and Tunisia

April 21- California 
Wines: Napa and Sonoma

Register for the courses at 
www.kish.edu/personalen-
richment. For more infor-
mation on the wine courses, 
contact Melissa Gallagher at 
mgallagher1@kish.edu.
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Feb. 4
Shrimp Trio

Saturday, Feb. 5
BBQ Ribs

**Serving Full Menu Both Nights**

Sunday Funday Feb. 6!
Live Music with Greenfield Station  

at 2-5 p.m.
Kitchen open at Noon

Call Now For Valentine’s Day Reservations
Serving Saturday, Feb. 12 Special Chicken Oscar 

And Monday, Feb. 14 Special Prime Rib and Lobster Tail
(serving full menu both nights)

01312022

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP

L-R: Kathleen M. Stevenson
Michael S. Guilfoyle

GENERAL PRACTICE

Living Trusts, 
Wills, Estates, 
Real Estate, 

Business Law, 
General Practice

1316 Meriden St., Mendota, IL
815-539-6711

kati@guilfoyleandstevenson.com
michael@guilfoyleandstevenson.com TFN

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

YOUR CHERISHED 
POSSESSIONS 

OUR COMPREHENSIVE 
COVERAGE

Our Family Protecting Your Family
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

OUR FAMILY PROTECTING 
YOUR FAMILY

Protect the things that matter and 
save by bundling your home and auto 
insurance. Whatever the future brings, 
no matter where you are, we’ve got 
you covered. Trust in Tomorrow.® 
Contact us today.

Mary Reglin

dollars in federal funding for 
rental assistance programs. 
For the May to July 2021 
application period, IHDA 
distributed more than $593 
million to fund nearly 65,000 
applications, according to its 
website.

Faust said the agency ex-
pects to distribute about $200 
million this year based on the 
ongoing impact caused by the 
pandemic, plus an additional 
$50 million for people who 
are behind on property taxes.

IHDA also allocated $75 
million in COVID-19 Af-
fordable Housing Grant 
Program funds created by 
the American Rescue Plan. 
Chrissy Moran, IHDA man-
aging director of multifamily 
financing, said the funds 
help developers overcome 
increased construction costs 
related to the pandemic.

Currently, IHDA has 
5,325 units under construc-
tion across 22 counties. The 
grant will help fund an addi-
tional 1,800 affordable units 
for senior citizens, veterans 
and families.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

burn also handles traffic 
complaints, conducts school 
zone enforcement, works 
with officers assigned to the 
red-light camera program 
to locate and cite violators, 
and assists with maintaining 
vehicle-based equipment.

Office Blackburn is an 
experienced officer who 
goes above and beyond to 
perform his job at an excel-
lent level. He is the ultimate 
team player, putting the com-
munity, the mission and his 
team’s needs in front of his 
own. He exemplifies Police 
Chief Niski’s principles of 
humility, honor, excellence 
and responsiveness.

Mortgage
Continued from Page A1

Honor
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By DANIEL GRANT 
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON – USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service final crop 
production estimates for 2021 confirm a 
bin-buster harvest.

But, strong demand estimates coupled 
with production issues elsewhere in the world 
could keep the pressure on prices.

Nationwide, soybean production totaled 
a record 4.44 billion bushels (up 5% from 
2020) with an average yield of 51.4 bushels 
per acre (up 0.4 of a bushel). Corn production 
was estimated at 15.11 billion bushels (up 7% 
from 2020 and the second-largest on record) 
with a record yield of 177 bushels per acre.

In Illinois, soybean production totaled 672 
million bushels with an average yield of 64 
bushels per acre (up 4 from 2020). Both are 
tops in the nation and the yield is a new state 
record, surpassing the previous mark of 63.5 
bushels recorded in 2018.

Corn production in Illinois finished at 
2.19 billion bushels (second-highest in the 
nation behind Iowa) with an average yield 
of 202 bushels per acre (up 21 bushels from 
the previous year and second-highest in 
the Corn Belt). It’s the second-highest corn 
yield average in history in Illinois, behind 
the current record of 210 bushels in 2018.

USDA estimated 2021 sorghum produc-
tion at 448 million bushels, up 20% from last 
year due to a 24% rise in acres. The average 
sorghum yield (69 bushels) was down 4.2% 
from the previous year.

USDA’s quarterly stocks report pegged 
crops stored in all positions as of Dec. 1 
totaled 11.6 billion bushels of corn (up 3% 
from the previous year), 3.15 billion bushels 
of beans (up 7%) and 1.39 billion bushels of 
wheat (down 18%).

“Overall, it looks like these reports are 
neutral to a little friendly when you look at 
the big scope of things,” Randy Martinson, of 
Martinson Ag Risk Management, said during 
a teleconference hosted by the Minneapolis 

Grain Exchange.
Strong crop output in the U.S. was coun-

tered with a large cut (9.5 million metric tons, 
mmt) in global soybean output. USDA also 
lowered its corn production estimates by 3 
mmt in Brazil and .5 mmt in Argentina.

“The big change is on the global side,” Karl 
Setzer, AgriVisor commodity risk analyst, 
told the RFD Radio Network.

USDA raised its 2021/22 season-average 
price estimates by 50 cents for soybeans to 
$12.60 per bushel and by 10 cents for wheat 
to $7.15. The season average price estimate 
for corn was unchanged at $5.45.

USDA raised ending stocks by 47 million 
bushels for corn (to 1.54 billion bushels), 10 
million bushels of soybeans (350 million) and 
30 million bushels for wheat (628 million) in its 
world ag supply and demand estimates report.

“That’s still relatively tight, although it’s 
up 10 million bushels from last month,” Setzer 
said of the bean stocks estimate.

Meanwhile, despite this month’s increase, 
wheat stocks are still down 26% from last 
year and are at the lowest level since 2013/14.

Demand also remains relatively strong, 
with corn used for ethanol up 75 million 
bushels to 5.32 billion bushels. Exports, 
however, declined for corn and wheat and 
remain unchanged for beans.

“On the demand side, ethanol (corn use) 
increased by 75 million bushels because of 
strong demand and margins,” Martinson said. 
“We did see exports drop, which could be a 
little premature by USDA with all the issues 
we’re seeing in South America.”

As for wheat, Illinois harvested 610,000 
acres last year with a record statewide yield of 
79 bushels per acre. USDA estimates farmers 
planted 34.4 million acres of winter wheat 
last fall, up 750,000 from the previous year.

(This story was distributed through a 
cooperative project between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.)

USDA pegs Illinois No. 1 for 
soybeans, No. 2 for corn output

In Illinois for 2021, soybean production totaled 672 million bushels with an average 
yield of 64 bushels per acre (up 4 from 2020), both tops in the nation.

OTTAWA – Senior citi-
zens with household incomes 
under $55,000 may wish to 
take advantage of the Illinois 
Department of Revenue’s 
“Senior Citizen Real Estate 
Tax Deferral Program.”

The Senior Citizen Real 
Estate Tax Deferral Program 
is a State sponsored tax relief 
program that allows qualified 
senior citizens to elect to 
defer all of the property taxes 
on their personal residences 
to 80% of equity. The max-
imum deferral each year is 
limited to $5,000.  

The deferred property 
taxes do not become due until 
the following:

• Real estate is sold 
• Owner no longer qual-

ifies
• Death of the property 

owner.
Interest is assessed at 6 

percent simple-interest on 
the outstanding balance.  

Filing deadline is March 
1, 2022.  Applications can 
be obtained at the LaSalle 
County Treasurer’s Office.  
Please call the Treasurer’s 
Office at 815-434-8219.

Who is Eligible?
To qualify for the real 

estate tax deferral, you must:
• Be 65 years of age by 

June 1, 2022
• Household income of no 

more than $55,000
• Have lived in the prop-

erty for at least the last three 
years

• Own the property
• Have no unpaid property 

taxes and special assess-
ments on the property.
What is Qualifying Property?

Qualifying property is a 
homestead that:

• You own or are pur-
chasing

• Is not income-producing
• Is not subject to a lien 

for unpaid property taxes and 
special assessments.

The deferral is simi-
lar to a loan against the 
property’s market value. 
The maximum that can be 
deferred, including interest 
and lien fees, is 80 percent 
of the taxpayer’s equity 
interest in the property. 
Filing deadline is March 1, 
2022. This program must 
be applied for annually.

Seniors can apply for real estate tax deferral program

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker vetoed a bill 
that would have provided 
paid administrative leave for 
public school and university 
employees who miss work 
due to COVID-19-related 
issues and instead negotiated 
“compromise” legislation 
that would provide such 
leave to only those who are 
fully vaccinated.

“Vaccines are a vital tool 
in preventing the deadly 
effects of COVID-19, and 
those who take the steps to 
be fully vaccinated against 
this virus are doing their 
part to keep everyone safe,” 
Pritzker said in his veto 
message. “They deserve 
to be able to take the time 
they need to respond to the 
ongoing devastating impacts 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to have on them 
and their families.”

House Bill 2778 passed 
the General Assembly 
during the fall veto session 
with wide bipartisan major-
ities, 53-1 in the Senate and 
92-23 in the House.

It would have provided 
paid leave for any em-
ployee, including support 
staff and contractors, who 
missed work because they or 
someone in their household 
contracted COVID-19, if 
they or a family member 
was forced to stay home 
because they’d been in close 
contact with someone who 
had tested positive, or if they 
could not work because the 
school building was closed 
due to COVID-19.

To be eligible, however, 
the bill provided that the 
employee must either have 
been vaccinated or partic-
ipated in the COVID-19 
testing program provided 
by the district.

In September, Pritzker 
issued an executive order 
requiring school personnel 
to be vaccinated or undergo 
weekly testing. But his veto 
action means that those who 
choose not to be vaccinated 
will not be eligible for paid 
administrative leave.

Since that bill passed, 
however, Pritzker said he 
has been negotiating with 
teachers unions and other 
groups to negotiate a differ-
ent package with a stronger 
vaccine requirement.

“Numerous organiza-
tions are impacted by this 
legislation, and my admin-
istration has listened closely 
to all of them, including 
lawmakers and our partners 
at the Illinois Education 
Association and the Illinois 
Federation of Teachers, 

Gov. Pritzker vetoes paid COVID 
leave for school, university employees

parents, school districts, 
community colleges and 
universities,” he said in his 
veto message. “Through a 
collaborative, cooperative 
process, we have negotiated 
an initiative that will provide 
paid administrative leave for 
teachers who, despite doing 
all they can to keep them-
selves and their communi-
ties safe, continue to have 
their lives and livelihoods 
disrupted by COVID-19.”

Under that initiative, 
which still needs legislative 
approval, public school and 
university employees would 
receive paid administrative 
leave if they are fully vac-
cinated and they or their 
child is required to be ex-
cluded from school because 
of a positive COVID-19 
test or have been in close 
contact with someone who 
has a confirmed case of 
COVID-19.

It also maintains the 
w a g e  p r o t e c t i o n s  i n 
HB2778 for all hourly 
school employees – includ-
ing custodians, bus drivers, 
food service workers , 
classroom assistants and 
administrative staff – who 
miss work because the 
school building they’re 
assigned to is closed due 
to a COVID-19 outbreak. 
That protection would be 
retroactive for the entire 
2021-2022 academic year.

“Keeping schools open 
and those inside them – 
and their families – safe 
has been our number one 
priority from the start of the 
pandemic,” IEA President 
Kathi Griffin said in a news 
release. “We want people 
to stay home when they’re 
sick, to be able to care for 
their children when their 
children need them the most, 
and to be paid when the cir-
cumstances that close their 
buildings are completely 
beyond their control.”

“The pandemic has been 
physically, emotionally, and 
economically challenging 
for us all, and certainly no 
less so for educators, school 
staff, and their families,” 
said IFT President Dan 
Montgomery. “This legis-
lation provides important 
relief and ensures that edu-
cation personnel can afford 
to take time off if they or 
they families become ill with 
COVID.”

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government and distributed 
to more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Feb. 2, 1994.)
By Jessica Nashold

State Police officer William Neuman 
was at home when he received a call 
that a transit truck hauling field guns 
from the Rock Island arsenal had been 
crowded off the road near Van Orin. 
The caller said three men were in the 
offending car, which appeared to be 
headed for Mendota.

Neuman responded immediately 
and sighted the described car at the 
intersection of Route 51 and 34. He 
stopped the vehicle as it turned north 
on Iowa Avenue.

According to The Reporter’s ac-
count, one of the trio said, “plug him,” 
but Neuman was able to take control 
the gun and deliver the miscreants to 
the Mendota police station.

It developed that the three were boys 
from Chicago and Moline ages 14, 15 
and 16. They were driving a stolen 1941 
Ford sedan filled with merchandise that 
had been taken from taverns and filling 
stations in the Moline area. Among 
stolen items were gasoline stamps and 
a supply of pennies.

When Moline police arrived to pick 
up the boys and return them to their 
jurisdiction, they told authorities here 
that the group had stolen and abandoned 
six cars.

The Moline police complimented 
State Officer Neuman on his cap-
ture of the tough young trio they 
had been trying to apprehend for 
several weeks.

***
Work on the long-awaited houses 

to be built in Mendota with financial 
assistance from the Federal Housing 
Administration was under way. On Feb. 
3, 1944, it was reported that excavations 
for two basements had been completed – 
one east of Blackstone Park and another 
south of the high school. There would be 
houses on East Sixth Street and on First 
Street adjacent to Ninth Avenue. There 
would be a total of at least 10 houses.

The contractor, Mr. Robbins, would 
need trucks to haul material from Chi-

cago and workers to do the building.
Men looking for work make 
applications at once.
The following week it was learned 

that the response to this invitation had 
not been adequate.

It is difficult to secure labor here, 
so he (Mr. Robbins) has brought 
in a force doing this work in 
other cities.

***
The Mendota Reporter sponsored a 

drive during which 38,000 pounds of 
waste paper were turned in at local junk 
yards. Prizes were awarded to Kenneth 
Jauch, $3; Eddie Nance, $2; and Billy 
Gilman, $1. These three had turned in 
over a ton of paper apiece. 

Totals of over 1,000 pounds each 
were recorded for Max Fayen, Donald 
Scott, Roland Walter, Norma Wolfe and 
Betty Rave. Elaine Eichorn and Audrey 
Truckenbrod collected 900 pounds each.

***
A bowling match was arranged 

between Hal Totten, a Chicago sports 
announcer and columnist, and Esther 
Barnickle. This would be held either 
before or after a match between a 
Chicago team and a team of Elks men.

Esther is Mendota’s leading lady 
bowler and will hold up her end 
of the match against Hal easily.
Esther achieved a respectable 474, 

but Totten was said to have exceeded 
his customary average and scored a 
winning 629.

***
The Reporter listed expiration dates 

for the many coupons required in con-
nection with rationed purchases. This 
included one coupon for meat, butter and 
cheese, another for fruit and vegetables, 
as well as separate coupons for sugar, 
shoes, gasoline and fuel oil.

***

Debate teams at Mendota High won 
11 of 12 debates during a tournament 
held at Augustana College. This was the 
third time within 10 years that Mendota 
had brought home the first prize trophy, 
which was displayed in The Reporter 
window. The winning years were 1935, 
1943 and now 1944.

***
Red Cross home nursing classes 

were conducted with Inez Trout, R.N., 
as project chairman and Mildred Pohl, 
R.N., instructor. The classes were held 
at the Elks and lasted six weeks.

They are proving of value to our 
own Harris Hospital. Volunteers 
from the class give at least two 
hours a day, one day a week.

***
Green River Ordnance was adver-

tising for more workers.
You men and women, old or 
young, who are not in this fight, 
come and help us…we need you, 
everyone.

***
The Burlington was replacing 

90-pound rails with rails of 110-pound 
weight. A crew worked all day Sunday 
(Feb. 6, 1944) making the change 
between Sixth and Eighth streets. At 
least a mile of track would be changed 
in connection with the project.

***
Pictures of Mendota servicemen 

were published in The Reporter each 
week and on Feb. 4, 1944, the four 
Shapiro brothers were featured – PFC 
Harry Shapiro, Pvt. David Shapiro, 
A.S.HV12USNR Abe Shapiro and Lt. 
Sam Shapiro.

Home on furlough the week of Feb. 
10, 1944, were Cpl. Wilbert Barnickle, 
Pvt. Floyd Trembley, A/C Delbert Hol-
land, T/Sgt. Ray Cook, PFC Emerson 
Tidd, PFC Donald King, Cpl. Frederick 
C. Yost, Pvt. Alan Novak, Pvt. Douglas 
Mathesius and Leon Frey, who had just 
completed boot training at Great Lakes.

***
A tire recapping and vulcanizing 

service opened on Main Street in a 
building owned by Ray Possley. Roy 
Ohlinger was manager of this service.

Officer Neuman nabs culprits – 1944
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry 
It was only a matter of time before Ron DeSantis’ rising 

star ran into the unmovable object of Donald Trump’s will 
to continue to dominate the GOP.

A spate of recent news stories has focused on the pro-
to-feud between the past president with future ambitions and 
the protege who rode his endorsement to victory in a Florida 
GOP gubernatorial primary and has big ambitions of his own.

The level of the clash shouldn’t be exaggerated -- so far, 
it mostly consists of muttering from Mar-a-Lago.

Obviously, it’s also insanely early. But the Trump-De-
Santis storyline is inherently alluring, given the chances of 
a collision between two men who have been allies and the 
possibility of the subordinate in the relationship eclipsing 
the figure who helped to elevate him.

Whether that ever happens is unknowable, yet the spat 
is revealing, nonetheless. Some version of what DeSantis 
represents has the greatest odds of coaxing the party away 
from Trump and forging a new political synthesis that bears 
the unmistakable stamp of Trump while jettisoning his flaws.

There’s simply never going to be a GOP revelation in which 
the rank-and-file suddenly decides, “It was a mistake to ever 
embrace Donald Trump, and now we want to be the party of 
Adam Kinzinger.” There will be no Bourbon Restoration.

The challenge to Trump will have to come from the Trump 
wing -- at this point, more like the Trump fuselage, wing and 
landing gear -- of the party. After Trump’s presidency, the 
party is more populist, focused on the culture war, resistant 
to media narratives, and skeptical of business -- and would 
it remain so if Trump retired tomorrow.

Although in many ways an orthodox conservative, De-
Santis covers these bases. Importantly, he’s a lightning rod 
for criticism from the left -- now a major plus for Republican 
voters -- and gives as good as he gets in clashes with the 
media. There are few causes that light up the Republican 
base that he doesn’t find a way to address, whether on big 
tech or critical race theory, and he has emerged as the party’s 

exemplar on the pandemic, with his strenuous opposition to 
lockdowns and mandates. This gives him credibility with 
Trump voters and the foundation to compete with Trump, 
not as a critic or scold but as someone who can do it better.

In fact, it is likely that the most telling line of attack against 
a potential candidate Trump would come from the right.

That he elevated Dr. Anthony Fauci early in the pandemic 
and listened to his advice for too long.

That despite all his talk of building the border wall, he 
didn’t get it done and left intact a desperately flawed immi-
gration system.

That he rattled China’s cage but didn’t make fundamental 
changes to the trading relationship and was too complimentary 
of President Xi Jinping.

And, finally, that he lost to Joe Biden, a desperately flawed 
candidate who only made it into the White House because 
Trump made himself so unpopular.

Would DeSantis be audacious enough to run against 
Trump in 2024? The case against waiting is that it’s extremely 
unlikely that the governor can maintain his exalted status in 
the party until 2028.

On the other hand, the case against running in 2024 is that 
it involves the enormous risk of encountering the business 
end of the Trump buzzsaw, which could change DeSantis’ 
image in the party forever.

Trump took a not-so-veiled shot at DeSantis in a recent 
interview, hitting unnamed “gutless” politicians who won’t 
say whether they’ve gotten a COVID-19 booster shot or 
not. DeSantis has been notably evasive on this question, and 
Trump was giving him a hint of things potentially to come.

For the moment, though, DeSantis should take the grum-
bling from Trump as a compliment -- the past and current 
master of the GOP sees a future threat arising. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review. 
 
(c) 2022 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Could DeSantis beat Trump?

By TOM SIMEONE 
Technology and Manufacturing Association

Right now, doing business in Illinois is hard. And 
not just because of COVID-19.

At a time when most legislatures are helping their 
state’s businesses survive the pandemic, Illinois law-
makers are actively working against private industry and 
job creation. The Prairie State has become a breeding 
ground for “stacked costs” – bad government policies 
that either directly or indirectly raise costs for businesses.

And the costs keep stacking.
For example, you may have heard of the recent 

passage of Senate Bill 2048, which seeks to phase out 
carbon emissions from the energy sector over the next 
two decades and achieve 100% carbon-free energy by 
2050 – the most aggressive state energy bill to date.

While this might sound like a decent goal, there is a 
real chance the Illinois economy could crumble before 
we see any of the bill’s lofty goals come to fruition. 
Energy costs on businesses are projected to outpace 
any previous increases on record, leading to widespread 
layoffs and business closures.

More directly, last year alone, businesses saw $655 
million in new tax burdens added to their costs at the 
height of their COVID-19 pandemic struggles. The worst 
of these new taxes delayed business loss deductions 
for three years.

So, at a time when more businesses were reporting 
losses than any time in modern history – naturally mak-
ing them unable to pay higher taxes without significant 
consequences – the governor ignored the struggles of 
businesses and decided to punish them instead.

The sad truth is that COVID-19 has been a political 
opportunity for the governor and his legislative allies, 
rather than a time to put agendas aside and guide our 
state through this crisis. So instead of pausing his 
administration’s agenda – supposedly “infrastructure 
and a balanced budget” – he pushed right on through. 
What makes it even worse is that it was all for nothing. 
Despite the new tax revenue and $8.1 billion in federal 
funding, 2021’s budget still came in underfunded by 
nearly $500 million.

And we haven’t even gotten to Illinois’ anti-business 
legal climate yet, which is shocking considering we were 
just ranked the country’s 5th worst Judicial Hellhole 
according to the American Tort Reform Association’s 
(ATRA) latest report. Stacked costs come in many 
forms, and our state’s legal policies might just be the 
most malicious.

For instance, recently-signed Senate Bill 72, the 
Prejudgment Interest Act, puts defendants on the hook 
for six percent interest on future damages the day a 
lawsuit is filed – before they even have a chance to 
defend themselves in court.

This especially ostracizes small- and medium-sized 
businesses who struggle to afford expensive legal fees in 
the first place. No matter the merit of a case, or whether 
a lawsuit is even filed, the mere threat of legal action 
from plaintiff’s attorneys forces many businesses to 
settle rather than risk a loss in court that could bury 
them for good. This forces businesses to allocate more 
of their dollars to legal defense – costing jobs and raising 
prices – while incentivizing trial attorneys to sue to their 
hearts’ content. After all, if a case isn’t tossed out, they 
are all-but-guaranteed a settlement.

Last but certainly not least, Illinoisans will vote on a 
ballot measure in November that would constitutionally 
ban “right to work” laws in our state. In every state such 
a measure is enacted, jobs are lost, prices go up, ben-
efits are reduced, and workers are stripped of a choice 
when it comes to joining unions or pursuing their own 
agreements with employers.

This country kicked off 2022 with record inflation, a 
troubling labor shortage, continued supply chain issues, 
and a fresh spike in COVID-19 cases. It seems logical 
that state politicians like state Sen. Rob Martwick and 
Gov. Pritzker should bend over backwards to support 
jobs and employers, rather than adding to their strug-
gles. Instead, new costs just keep coming for Illinois 
businesses, which only leaves us to wonder: at what 
point does our economy eventually break?

If lawmakers don’t reverse course soon, the damage 
could be beyond repair.

(Simeone is vice chairman of the Board of the Tech-
nology and Manufacturing Association, which serves 
more than 700 small and medium-sized manufacturers 
in northern Illinois.)

Stacked costs reach a
critical mass in Illinois

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, ....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., .............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., .............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ...................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......................815-910-0816

Mendota City Officials
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We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

FEBRUARY 2022

The Community Calendar Is 
Brought To You By Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce 

& The Mendota Reporter.
These are some of the local 
businesses who belong to 

your Chamber of Commerce

Dimond Bros. Insurance
Diversifoam Products
Edward Jones
Ekana Nursery & Landscaping
El Rey 102.9FM WMKB
El Rey Taco
El Zarape Mexican/American Restaurant
Euclid Beverage LTD.

Feb. 1
YAHTZEE

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 1, 8, 15 & 22
WII BOWLING

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

10:30 am* 
*Please Note:  

Change of time!
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

 
Feb. 1, 8, 15 & 22

EUCHRE
Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
Admission $3

Cash prizes will be awarded 
at the end of games played.

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700 

Feb. 2, 9, 16 & 23
CORN HOLE (BAGS) 

GAME
Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

10:30 AM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 2, 9, 16, & 23
BINGO

Sponsored by Mendota 
Moose Lodge

6:30 pm 
Doors open at 3:30 pm

Moose Lodge
For more info call 
(815) 539-5745

Feb. 3, 10, 17, & 24
EXERCISES

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

8 AM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 3 & 17
HEARING CLINIC

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services & 

Civic Center
9:30 am to 1 pm

Mendota Civic Center
Hearing aid batteries 
available at MASS
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 3, 10, 17 & 24
POKENO

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 3, 10, 17 & 24
QUILT & CRAFT CLUB
Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
Bring your craft projects to 
work on & visit with your 

friends!
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 4 & 18
COLOR ME CALM

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services
9:30 am to 11:30 am
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Art supplies will be 

provided.
Feb. 4, 11, 18 & 25

WORD GAMES
Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

10 am to 11 am
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 4, 11, 18 & 25
BINGO

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 7
COMMUNITY BINGO

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

2 pm
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Open to the public. 

Feb. 7, 14, 21, & 28
EXERCISES

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

8 AM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 7, 14, 21, & 28
DOMINOES

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor –

Mendota Civic Center
For more information call 

(815) 539-7700 

Feb. 8 & 22
BLOOD PRESSURE & 

BLOOD SUGAR CHECKS
Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

11 am to 12 pm
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700 

Feb. 8 & 22
BUNCO

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700 

Feb. 15
LEFT, RIGHT, CENTER - 

DICE GAME
Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

1 pm
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
*Bring your nickles
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700.

Feb. 23
MOVIE “THE NOTEBOOK”

Sponsored by Graves-
Hume Library & MASS

3 PM
Graves-Hume Library

MASS will provide snacks 
& drinks

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Feb. 28
DRIVER’S REVIEW

Sponsored by Mendota 
Area Senior Services

9:30 am
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700 

Driver’s Review will be 
available virtually only. 
Registration preferred.
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SHOP. NETWORK. CONNECT.

Vendor  
Registration 

Fee 
ONLY $25

OGLESBY – A Child Activity Center 
staffed by the Illinois Valley YMCA will 
soon open at Illinois Valley Community 
College.

The short-term watch center on the 
second floor of the Peter Miller Com-
munity Technology Center will open 
for use by IVCC students as early as 
February. The YMCA will charge IVCC 
$50 an hour with a schedule determined 
on an on-going basis.

A recent focus group with IVCC 
students cited childcare as a barrier to 
enrollments.

IVCC President Jerry Corcoran 
announced the partnership at the Dec. 
9 meeting and said he was optimistic 
the center could accommodate up to 
18 children. 

Trustees also approved:
• Licensing Brightspace by De-

sire2Learn for a three-year contract 
averaging $54,000 annually from 2022 
through 2025. The college will migrate 
from Blackboard to the new Learning 
Management System by July.

• Basic, intermediate and advanced 
manufacturing certificates. The “stack-
able” certificates will allow students 
multiple entry and exit points and will 
prepare them for technical careers more 
efficiently, said Dean of Workforce 
Development Shane Lange.

• An Early Childhood Education 
Licensure Endorsement certificate 
including courses in child growth and 
development, curriculum programming, 
language development and math for 
young children, among others. “This 
allows teachers to add professional 
development hours and teach a wider 
range of ages,” said Tammy Landgraf, 
ECE program coordinator. 

• Release of closed session minutes 
from special meetings Aug. 30 and Sept. 
2. The meetings involved selection of 
a person to fill a board vacancy. (Bill 
Hunt of Oglesby was selected Sept. 
2 to replace trustee David Mallery of 
Hennepin.) 

• Purchase of up to eight battery 
backup systems for servers from CDW 
at a cost not-to-exceed $42,479.

• A request from tutoring coordinator 
Angela Dunlap for temporary reassign-
ment from full- to part-time.  

• Closed session minutes from Dec. 9. 
In other business, the board learned:
• Dr. Jim Carlson has been hired 

as temporary IT Director/Project 
Manager. The retired Seneca Town-
ship High School superintendent is 
expected to serve in the role for six 
to 12 months. Chris Dunlap recent-
ly stepped away from his duties as 
IVCC’s IT director. 

• Test question development training 
is available to faculty via the “20-minute 
Mentor” subscription and a workshop 
presented by the college’s Center for 
Excellence in Teaching, Learning, and 
Assessment (CETLA).

• The number of required credits for 
the Associate in General Studies (AGS) 
has been reduced from 64 to 60.

• The Illinois Board of Higher Ed-
ucation approved IVCC’s Associate of 
Applied Science in Dental Assisting. 

• Samantha Manahan has been hired 
as administrative assistant in Communi-
ty Relations. She holds a bachelor’s in 
marketing and is completing a master’s 
in digital studies from Northern Illinois 
University. 

• Edgar Lucero Castillo has resigned 
as staff accountant in the Business office 
and Jill Thompson from the assessment 
center. 

• A pair of MOUs have been signed 
with AFT Local 1810 regarding 
COVID-19 quarantine and testing days 
and full-time counselor alternative 
service delivery. 

• In a campus update, Director of 
Human Resources Leslie Hofer said her 
department filled 45 full- and part-time 
positions in 2021 including 11 full-time 
support staff hires. 

• Corcoran credited Director of 
Learning Resources Patrice Hess for 
coordinating the Jan. 7 all-staff session 
and development day activities. “I also 
want to thank all contributors to the 
discussion on COVID-19 protocol, 
especially, those who’ve demonstrated 
their patience and professionalism 

when explaining what’s involved 
with adherence. As conditions have 
changed along with directives from the 
governor’s office, health department 
and CDC, so have we,” Corcoran said.

• Jill Guynn, University of Illinois 
Extension Director for the Bureau, 
LaSalle, Marshall and Putnam Unit, 
will retire at the end of January. “I 
want to recognize Jill for recom-
mending the Extension be located at 
IVCC in the first place. She and her 
colleagues also played an important 
role in helping us relaunch our ag 
program,” Corcoran said.

• Fall GPAs for student athletes 
were 2.83 for men’s sports and 3.21 
for women’s. The overall athletics’ 
GPA was 3.01.

• The IVCC Foundation’s 2021 
Annual Appeal has raised a record 
$44,205 from 133 donors. 

• In public comment, English 
instructor Delores Robinson praised 
Medical Assistant program coordina-
tor Kaity Ritter for her leadership of 
the high-demand program.

• Fall semester headcount increased 
about 4 percent and credit hours were 
down about 2 percent. Winter Inter-
session enrollment yielded 158 credit 
hours from 65 duplicated students 
and 88 percent of seats were filled. 
“Despite the challenges we’ve faced, 
enrollment continues moving in the 
right direction,” Corcoran noted.

• Dr. Holly Novak, a Springfield 
cardiologist, will be the 2022 com-
mencement speaker. Novak graduated 
from IVCC in 1974 and was one of 
the first students to attend Southern 
Illinois University’s School of Med-
icine. A philanthropist, Dr. Novak is 
among the IVCC Foundation’s leading 
benefactors. 

• For the first time, IVCC plans 
to hold its commencement outside. 
Corcoran said, “Mark your calendars 
for a very special event in IVCC’s 
98-year history beginning at 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 14 with Dr. Holly 
Novak as our distinguished keynote 
speaker.”

Child activity center to open at IVCC

MENDOTA – During winter weather conditions, the 
Mendota Police Department reminds residents to obey the 
following ordinances:

• Ordinance 41.38 – Parking After Snowfall
It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle on any public 

street in the city at any time after a snowfall of two inches or 
more has occurred, unless the snow has ceased and has been 
plowed off or otherwise removed from the street.

Any person, firm, partnership, corporation or association 
found violating the provisions of this ordinance shall be 
subject to a fine of $25 for each violation of this ordinance 
and may be subject to towing said vehicle away. The cost 
of said towing shall be the obligation and expense of those 
violating this Section.

• Ordinance 6.21 – Depositing Snow in Streets
No person within the city shall remove any snow from 

his private property or from offstreet parking lots or right of 
way parking into any of the city streets or alleys. This Sec-
tion does not apply to removal of snow from sidewalks. This 
Section is specifically directed to, but not limited to gasoline 
stations, medical and dental clinics, or any other business or 
corporation which has private parking on the property or in 
those areas where the berm of the city has been dedicated or 
given over for parking facilities.

The above ordinances are in place to assist the city of 
Mendota with snow removal from the city streets.

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
would like to remind drivers 
of a few safety tips to keep 
everyone safe while driving 
in winter weather conditions.

Take the time to clean 
the snow and ice from all 
vehicle windows prior to 
driving on the road. Keep 
your speed down to assist 
in keeping control of your 

own vehicle when driving on 
slick icy roads. If traveling 
long distances remember to 
pack a few emergency items 
to take along in the event 
your vehicle should go off 
the roadway, including a cell 
phone, blankets and water.

If you are leaving town 
and need information re-
garding road conditions, call 
800-452-4368.

• Winter driving safety tips •Winter Weather Ordinances

MENDOTA – The Mendota City Council meeting 
schedule for 2022 is as follows:

Jan. 3 and 17; Feb. 7 & 22; March 7 & 21; April 4 & 
18; May 2 & 16; June 6 & 20; July 5 & 18; Aug. 1 & 15; 
Sept. 6 & 19; Oct. 3 & 17; Nov. 7 & 21; Dec. 5 & 19.

Meetings begin at 5:30 p.m. and are held in the City 
Council Chambers, 607 Eighth Ave., Mendota.

• 2022 City Council schedule •
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Strange
But True

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I can’t believe they’re 
making a sequel to “A Christ-
mas Story.” How can they 
p o s s i b l y 
r e c a p t u r e 
the heart of 
the original 
when  the 
actor who 
played the 
cranky but 
loveable dad 
is deceased? Is it going to be 
set in modern times? -- Y.B.

A: When I first heard that 
HBO Max was planning to air 
a sequel to the 1983 classic 
“A Christmas Story,” with 
Peter Billingsley (Ralphie), 
I had the same hesitation. 
The 1940s setting with father 
Darren McGavin yelling at 
the Bumpus’ dogs stealing the 
turkey was perfection. How 
could they possibly recap-
ture this magic in a modern 
sequel? Then I read that the 
new film will be set in the 
1970s, and I have to admit, 
I’m a little more hopeful. 

As for the plot, according 
to Entertainment Weekly, 
Ralphie, now a father, “re-
turns to the house on Cleve-
land Street to deliver his kids 
a magical Christmas like the 
one he had growing up.” He 
greets old friends and pays 
tribute to the passing of his 
“old man.” 

Billingsley

Billingsley is no stranger 
to Hollywood since his child 
acting days. He’s become 
a successful director and 
producer. He directed the 
2009 comedy film “Couples 
Retreat,” starring Vince 
Vaughn. A bit of trivia, 
according to IMDb.com, 
Billingsley and Vaughn 
became best buddies when 
they both appeared in the 
“CBS Schoolbreak Special: 
The Fourth Man.”

***
Q: Is the actress who now 

plays Taylor on “The Bold 
and the Beautiful” the same 
Krista Allen who used to be 
on “Days of Our Lives”? 
-- Anon.

A: Yes, Krista Allen made 
her soap debut as Billie Reed 
on “Days of Our Lives” in 
1996. Lisa Rinna had originat-
ed the role but left for “Melrose 
Place.” Allen played Billie for 
three years. The most press 
she’s received though is as 
George Clooney’s girlfriend 
before he eventually settled 
down and married.

***
Q: Is Nicolas Cage still 

going to play Joe Exotic 
in a “Tiger King” movie? I 
saw that the one with Kate 
McKinnon is out. Were the 
plans scrapped for another 
Joe Exotic project? -- I.E.

A: When the “Tiger King” 

documentary series debuted 
on Netflix at the beginning 
of the pandemic, more than 
34 million viewers tuned in 
during the first 10 days of its 
release. There was immedi-
ate discussion about “who 
would play Joe Exotic” in the 
inevitable movies and series 
in development. Soon it was 
announced that Academy 
Award-winning actor Nicolas 
Cage (“Adaptation”) would 
don a blond mullet to play 
Joe in a series for Amazon, 
but the project was scrapped 
once the hype lessened. It also 
was reported that Rob Lowe 
(“9-1-1: Lone Star”) had been 
in talks with producer Ryan 
Murphy (“American Crime 
Story”) for their own project, 
but nothing new has been 
reported since 2020. 

One project that does 
seem to have come to fruition 
is “Joe vs. Carole,” starring 
John Cameron Mitchell 
(“The Good Fight”) and Kate 
McKinnon (“Saturday Night 
Live”). The eight-episode 
series will debut March 3 
on Peacock and also stars 
Kyle MacLachlan (“Twin 
Peaks”) and William Ficht-
ner (“Mom”). 

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

• Trivia Test •
1. LANGUAGE: In British 

English, what is a singlet?
2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What 

is a murmuration?
3. MOVIES: Which 1951 ad-

venture film features a character 
named Charlie Allnut (played by 
Humphrey Bogart)?

4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
president campaigned for reelection 
with the slogan, “Don’t change 
horses midstream”?

5. HISTORY: Where did the St. 
Valentine’s Day massacre (murder 
of seven gangsters and associates) 
take place?

6. TELEVISION: How many 
seasons did the original “Star Trek” 
series run?

7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is the basic currency used in 
Kenya?

8. MEASUREMENTS: What 
is a furlong?

9. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
longest river in Europe?

10. ANATOMY: What is the 
basic component of hair, skin and 
nails?

Answers
1. An undershirt
2. The flight of a large flock of 

starlings in a coordinated, swooping 
pattern.

3. “The African Queen”
4. Abraham Lincoln, 1864
5. Chicago
6. Three
7. Kenyan shilling
8. An eighth of a mile
9. The Volga
10. Keratin
(c) 2022 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Leona Woods was the 

only woman physicist on the 
team that built the world’s 
first nuclear reactor as part 
of the Manhattan Project. 
She became a mother during 
the project, but hid her preg-
nancy as not to miss work. 
Afterward, as a professor, 
she authored more than 200 
papers in physics and astro-
physics.

* A 10-second French kiss 
spreads around 80 million 
bacteria between the two 
smoochers.

* Director Michael Bay 
(“Transformers”) traced his 
interest in action films to 
when he attached firecrack-
ers to a toy train and filmed 
the ensuing fiery disaster 
with his mother’s 8 mm 
camera. The fire department 
was called, and Bay was 
grounded.

* The African country of 
Zambia entered the Space 
Race in the 1960s with a 
plan to visit Mars and convert 
aliens to Christianity. The 
plan unraveled when one of 
the “Afronauts” got preg-
nant, another pulled out to 
join a local dance group and 
a third went missing.

* Sharks can grow up to 
50,000 teeth in their lifetime.

* Libyan revolutionary 
Moammar Gadhafi had a 
serious obsession with Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza 
Rice, showering her with 
over $200,000 in gifts and 
having a famous local com-
poser write a song for her 
called “Black Flower in the 
White House.”

* Ever notice that the 
word “phonetic” is not 
phonetic?

* As if job interviews 
weren’t stressful enough, 
some notably head-scratch-
ing questions asked by em-
ployers include “If Germans 
were the tallest people in 
the world, how would you 
prove it?” (Hewlett-Pack-
ard), “Why is a tennis ball 
fuzzy?” (Xerox), and “Are 
you exhaling warm air?” 
(Walker Marketing)

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Want-
ed: big-name star, must be 
funny and able to move the 
highest-rat-
ed  award 
s h o w  o n 
television at 
a fast pace 
a n d  g r a b 
e n o r m o u s 
r a t i n g s . 
ABC sent 
the word to the Academy 
Award producers that they 
want a big-name host this 
year. ABC’s own Jimmy 
Kimmel (not a movie star like 
Bob Hope, Billy Crystal or 
many of the previous hosts), 
did the honors in 2018 and 
2019. There was no host in 
2020 or 2021, and the ratings 
dipped substantially. When 
Crystal hosted several very 
successful ceremonies, he 
began eight months early, 
preparing sight gags and 
jokes based on films of that 
year. The Oscars air March 
27 and a host, as of this col-
umn, hasn’t been announced. 
It doesn’t leave much time to 
prepare. Moviegoers braved 
movie theaters during this 
pandemic to watch “Spi-
der-Man: No Way Home,” 

B. Crystal

“The Power of the Dog” and 
“Belfast,” to name a few.

***
Maybe they should name 

Gal Gadot to host the awards, 
she seems to be getting all 
the plum jobs. She’s already 
been announced as the wick-
ed queen that gives “Snow 
White” (Rachel Zegler, won-
derful in “West Side Story” 
as Maria) the poison apple, 
while Andrew Burnap, who 
won a Tony Award last year 
for “Inheritance,” has also 
been signed -- not to play the 
Prince or The Huntsman, but 
a newly created character. In 
addition to another “Wonder 
Woman,” Gadot’s set to play 
the Grace Kelly role in Par-
amount Pictures’ remake of 
“To Catch a Thief,” the 1955 
classic Alfred Hitchcock 
romantic thriller that starred 
Cary Grant. Gadot also will 
serve as a co-producer.

Andrew Burnap is des-
tined for stardom if his roles 
in Hulu’s “Under the Banner 
of Heaven,” with Andrew 
Garfield (who’s currently 
running the award season 
with “Tick, Tick ... Boom”), 
and his role opposite Oscar 
winners Jared Leto and Anne 
Hathaway in Apple TV+’s 

“WeCrashed” impress. 
Wes Anderson is follow-

ing “The French Dispatch” 
with a film based on Roald 
Dahl’s book “The Wonderful 
Story of Henry Sugar and Six 
More.” It’ll be starring Bene-
dict Cumberbatch, Dev Patel, 
Rupert Friend (“Home-
land”), Ralph Fiennes and 
Sir Ben Kingsley.

***
Paramount Picture is 

planning a third installment 
of “A Quiet Place,” without 
John Krasinski, who wrote 
and directed the first two 
films, and his wife, Emily 
Blunt, who starred in them. 
They have stated it’s not 
a threequel, and it will be 
helmed by Michael Sarnos-
ki, director of “Pig,” which 
starred Nicolas Cage and 
Adam Arkin. It was about 
a truffle forager whose truf-
fle-finding pig is stolen (it 
only grossed $3.8 million). 
On the plus side, director 
Michael Bay remains as one 
of the producers. The first 
two films grossed a combined 
whopping $600 million, and 
it is going to take a lot more 
than a truffle pig to top that!

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
“Pam & Tommy” (TV-

MA) -- I know what you’re 
thinking: “Why this? Why 
now?” It’s been over 25 years 
since Pamela Anderson and 
Tommy Lee’s private honey-
moon love tape was stolen by 
a disgruntled house worker 
and thrust upon the world. 
We all know how the story 
panned out, how the couple 
turned the tables on the thief 
and ultimately regained 
ownership AND the profits 
from its distribution. But 
what is not as well-known 
is the chain of events from 
the perspective of the idiots 
who masterminded the heist. 
Seth Rogan and Nick Of-
ferman star as those greedy 
fools, while Lily James and 
Sebastian Stan take on the 
title roles. (Hulu) 

“The Legend of Vox 
Machina” (NR) -- An an-
imated, adult-oriented, 
high-fantasy series based 
off a popular livestream 
game on Twitch (a gamer 
content platform) called 
“Critical Role.” The cast 
is made up of voice actors 
from various video games 
and other animation series, 

including Matthew Mercer 
and Ashley Johnson. This 
project, which originated 
with the voice actors playing 
“Dungeons & Dragons,” was 
the highest-grossing Kick-
starter for an animated series 
in history, so anticipation for 
its release is stellar. The show 
is campy, funny and violent, 
but still heavy with char-
acter development. Twelve 
episodes in Season 1, and a 
second season has already 
been greenlit. (Prime Video)

“Cheer” Season 2 (NR) 
-- Currently trending is the 
return of the surprise hit of 
2020 documenting the peren-
nial national champion cheer-
leading squad from Navarro 
College. Coached by Monica 
Aldama (a “Dancing with 
the Stars” alum), the show 
takes an honest approach, 
addressing how the exposure 
and fame of Season 1 affected 
individual team members 
and the squad as a whole. 
Of unfortunate inclusion is 
the federal arrest of one team 
member on child pornogra-
phy charges. Regrouping, 
Aldama remains focused on 
maintaining her program’s 

high standards while being 
relentlessly pursued by rival 
Trinity Valley. Both teams’ 
ultimate goal: winning na-
tionals in Daytona Beach, 
Florida. (Netflix)

“Jackass Forever” (R) 
-- This is exactly what you 
would expect from the “Jack-
ass” franchise: exploding 
port-o-potties, vehicle jump 
stunts gone awry, failed 
attempts at bull riding and 
sucker punches to the gut (and 
worse), all perpetrated by 
dudes who are now pushing 
50. And it’s way funnier than 
it should be. Something about 
Johnny Knoxville’s constant 
guffawing at his cohorts’ pain 
is totally infectious, making 
this sequel fun to watch. 
Steve-O, Chris Pontius and 
Wee Man also return, as they 
still haven’t learned to stay 
away from the pain. If you’re 
gonna be dumb, you gotta be 
tough. (Paramount+)

“Suspicion” (NR) -- A 
thriller centering on the kid-
napping of a media mogul’s 
son, “Suspicion” is an Apple 
original starring Uma Thur-
man as the grieving mother/
mogul. (Apple TV+)

Brought to you each week by
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Scouting Anniversary Week
February 6-12

The Following Sponsors Wish To Thank Boy Scouts 
For Teaching Our Youth Values While Having Fun

Scout Oath
On my honor I will do my best

to do my duty to God and my country
and to obey the Scout Law;

to help other people at all times;
to keep myself physically strong,

mentally awake, and morally straight.
 

Scout Law
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful,

friendly, courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean,  

and reverent.

Overview
The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) provides the 
nation’s foremost youth program of character 
development and values-based leadership training, 
which helps young people be “Prepared. For 
Life.®” The Scouting organization is composed of 
approximately 2.2 million youth members between 
the ages of 5 and 21 and approximately 800,000 
volunteers in local councils throughout the United 
States and its territories. 

Value
Scouting provides unique, life-changing 
experiences youth can’t get anywhere else.

Mission
The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to 
prepare young people to make ethical and moral 
choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them 
the values of the Scout Oath and Scout Law.

Vision
The Boy Scouts of America will prepare every 
eligible youth in America to become a responsible, 
participating citizen and leader who is guided by 
the Scout Oath and Law.

Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware
1204 13th Ave • Mendota • 815-539-9394

• • •
Ancare Veterinary Clinic

State of the Art Veterinary Care
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM, ABVP

1205 6th Ave. • Mendota • 815-539-3844
2400 Chartres St. • LaSalle • 815-223-1000

• • •
Sullivan’s Foods

1102 Meriden St. • Mendota • 815-539-9341
• • •

City of Mendota
800 Washington St. • 815-539-7459

• • •
First State Bank

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815-538-2265
Member FDIC

• • •
First State Bank of Van Orin

200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111 • Member FDIC
• • •

Malden Banking Center
302 W. Main St. • 815-643-2121 • Member FDIC

• • •
Financial Plus Credit Union

1905 13th Ave. • Mendota • 815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

• • •
The Mendota Reporter

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota
815-539-9396

• • •
McDonald’s

2701 12th St. • Mendota
1503 13th Ave. • Mendota

Locally owned and operated by
Paul & Mary Breznay

Now Hiring - EOE
• • •

02022022
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THE BACK PAGE

Florist &
Greenhouse

$4895
( Red Not Included In This Special)ROSESROSES

02022022

Open Sunday the 13th from 8-3

DINNER FOR TWO

Full Menu is also Available
Reservations Welcome

Rib-eye Steak 
Fajitas for Two
Two House Margaritas

$42.95

1206 13th Ave. • Mendota • (815) 539-5985
www.elzarapemendota.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • M - Th. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 8am-9pm

02
02

20
22

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22815-539-5142

northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com
Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY
• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR HOME

815-673-7216
Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 2/28/22. All participants who attend an estimated 60-90minute in-home product consultation
will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card
per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.
If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have
a valid photo ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer:
employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate familymembers, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and
conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class US
Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer
ends 2/28/22.

WITH FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!†

RECEIVE A $50
DARDEN GIFT CARD

INSTALLATION*

$99

My wife and I would like 
to extend this opportunity 
to give a very warm thank 
you for the cards, gifts and 
OSF Saint Paul celebration 
honoring my retirement from 
medicine. Your kindness and 
thoughtfulness is very much 
appreciated. I have been so 
blessed to have experienced 
and have known such an 
outstanding caring com-
munity for 33 years. These 
years have gone by much too 
quickly and once again I want 
to thank you for putting your 
trust in my care. The graces of 
God have been with me and 
I will always cherish these 
memories. May the graces 
of God always be with you.

Sincerely,
Dr. David Scholl
and Jane Scholl

CARDS OF
THANKS

CHAMPAIGN —  State Conserva-
tionist Ivan Dozier announced USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) will offer Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) funding for 
the Working Lands, Water and Wildlife 
Partnership Project throughout Illinois. 
Illinois NRCS has partnered with the Con-
servation Fund to help producers address 
resource concerns of inadequate habitat 
for wildlife, water quality, and long-term 
protection of farmland.    

Landowners can apply for assistance 
through RCPP to implement practices such 
as silvopasture establishment, tree/shrub 
establishment, and cover crops. Landown-
ers can also receive a rental payment to 
help offset lost income while transitioning 
to organic farming or installing tree and 
berry crops. Funding is also available 
for landowners interested in protecting 
and preserving their farmland through 
an entity-held easement that will keep 
the land in agriculture. 

According to State Conservationist 
Ivan Dozier, the focus of the Working 
Lands, Water and Wildlife Partnership 
project is to improve water quality, 
increase wildlife habitat, and preserve 

farmland in the following 26 counties: 
Boone, Cass, Champaign, DeKalb, Ford, 
Iroquois, Jackson, Jo Daviess, Kane, 
Kankakee, Kendall, LaSalle, Lee, Mad-
ison, Mason, McHenry, McLean, Ogle, 
Perry, Peoria, Piatt, Tazewell, Vermilion, 
Will, Winnebago, and Woodford.     

Financial assistance from NRCS will 
be available to producers in portions of 
Illinois with land in the above-mentioned 
counties. While applications are accepted 
throughout the year, interested produc-
ers should submit a signed application 
(NRCS-CPA-1200 form) to the local 
NRCS field office or through the http://
www.farmers.gov website using their 
account. Submit by the cutoff date of 
March 4, 2022, to ensure applications are 
considered for 2022 funding. 

Farmers can obtain a blank application 
form from the local office or visit the 
Illinois NRCS website. Producers who 
wish to use Farmers.gov, can sign in or 
create a new account by clicking on “Sign 
up” in the upper right of the website. To 
see if you are eligible to participate in the 
program, contact your local NRCS field 
office or visit the Illinois NRCS website 
at www.il.nrcs.usda.gov.

NRCS announces 2022 RCPP application cutoff date 
for Working Lands, Water & Wildlife Partnership ProjectScholarship applications available

OGLESBY – Students planning to attend Illinois Valley 
Community College next fall are encouraged to apply for 
Foundation scholarships online by Feb. 10. 

Current students, high school seniors and anyone planning 
to enroll in fall or spring 2022-23 courses is welcome to apply 
for nearly 200 Foundation awards.

The online application at www.ivcc.edu/scholarships is 
due by 9 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10. Applicants must also sub-
mit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
at www.studentaid.gov.

Scholarships range in value from $500 to $4,500. In total, 
up to $400,000 will be disbursed.

Awards are available in specific disciplines ranging from 
agriculture and automotive to manufacturing and welding. 
There are also about 50 “open” scholarships available to 
students in any course of study.

Contact Foundation secretary Donna Swiskoski at (815) 
224-0551 or donna_swiskoski@ivcc.edufor information.

IVCC News Briefs

Vaccine clinic scheduled for Feb. 15
OGLESBY – A free COVID-19 vaccination clinic at 

Illinois Valley Community College is set for 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 15 in Room CTC124.

Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines will be available 
as well as Pfizer and Moderna booster shots for individuals 
18 and older.

The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, authorized and recommend-
ed for those 12 and older, will also be available.

Walk-ins are welcome but advanced registration is 
encouraged at https://idph-mychart.pchosted.com/IDPH/
signupandschedule/embeddedschedule?vt=24629&d-
ept=9001410011355.

Essay contest entries due Feb. 14
OGLESBY – The submission period for Illinois Valley 

Community College’s 2022 Paul Simon Student Essay 
Contest is open.

The student who best describes “How IVCC has changed 
my life” will win $300 and read their essay at the May 14 
commencement.

All currently enrolled full- or part-time IVCC students are 
eligible. Essays must be 500 words or less and be submitted as 
an attachment to Community_Relations@ivcc.edu. Deadline 
is noon Monday, Feb. 14.

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE DEADLINES

• Thursday 5 p.m. to appear 
in Monday’s Money Saver.

• Monday 10 a.m. to appear 
in Wednesday’s Reporter.
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SPORTS

HALL 53, MENDOTA 42
Mendota (42)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Bond	 4	 6-9	 2	 15
Perez	 0	 2-2	 4	 2
Landgraf	 2	 0-0	 2	 4
R. Strouss	 7	 0-0	 2	 14
Nanez	 3	 0-0	 5	 7
Guzman	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Totals	 00	 0-0	 0	 00

Hall (53)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Resetich	 7	 3-4	 3	 19
Lucas	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
Pecher	 0	 0-1	 0	 0
Plym	 3	 0-1	 0	 8
Garland	 6	 1-1	 1	 16
Smith	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Coble	 1	 1-2	 2	 3
Dye	 1	 0-0	 1	 3
Totals	 20	 5-9	 10	 53

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 14	 21	 30	 42
Hall	 16	 28	 39	 53
Three-point goals: Mendota - Bond 
1, Nanez 1; Hall - Resetich 2, Plym 
2, Garland 3, Dye 1

MENDOTA 41, NEWMAN 36
Mendota (41)

	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Jenner	 0	 2-7	 6	 2
K. Delao	 2	 0-1	 1	 4
Salinas	 1	 0-0	 5	 2
Bodmer	 1	 3-4	 4	 6
Manning	 2	 3-5	 2	 7
Stewart	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
Wasmer	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
Brant	 7	 0-3	 8	 14
Garcia	 2	 0-0	 8	 4
Totals	 16	 8-20	 38	 41

Sterling Newman (36)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Duhon	 1	 0-0	 4	 2
Waldschmidt	 3	 1-4	 3	 8
Johns	 4	 6-16	 1	 14
Kelly	 5	 2-3	 1	 12
Fowles	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
Papoccia	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
Amos	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Totals	 13	 9-23	 17	 36

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 7	 19	 27	 41
Newman	 3	 21	 32	 36
Three-point goals: Mendota - Bodmer 
1; Sterling Newman - Waldschmidt 1

MENDOTA 41, ST. BEDE 33
St. Bede (33)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Hueneburg	 1	 0-0	 0	 3
Brady	 1	 2-2	 5	 5
Lawler	 1	 2-5	 3	 5
Jackson	 5	 0-0	 2	 10
Story	 0	 1-2	 1	 1
Pillion	 3	 2-2	 2	 9
Brown	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Totals	 11	 7-11	 14	 33

Mendota (41)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Guzman	 2	 0-0	 0	 4
Bond	 6	 6-8	 0	 18
Landgraf	 2	 0-0	 4	 4
Romero	 3	 0-0	 4	 6
Nanez	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Perez	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
R. Strouss	 2	 3-3	 2	 7
Totals	 16	 9-11	 15	 41

SCORE BY QUARTERS
St. Bede	 3	 13	 27	 33
Mendota	 8	 23	 29	 41
Three-point goals: Mendota - none; 
St. Bede - Hueneburg 1, Brady 1, 
Lawler 1, Pillion 1

MENDOTA 59, NORTH BOONE 49
North Boone (49)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Shammakh	 5	 1-2	 2	 13
Ovalle	 0	 2-2	 3	 2
C. Doetch	 1	 1-2	 5	 3
W. Doetch	 6	 0-2	 4	 13
Nolen	 3	 0-0	 5	 6
Raabe	 4	 2-3	 4	 10
Danner	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Totals	 20	 6-11	 25	 49

Mendota (59)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Guzman	 2	 2-4	 0	 6
Bond	 6	 12-17	 0	 25
Landgraf	 2	 0-0	 5	 4
Romero	 1	 3-4	 3	 5
Nanez	 2	 3-4	 1	 8
Perez	 0	 2-2	 0	 2
R. Strouss	 3	 3-4	 1	 9
Totals	 16	 25-35	 10	 59

SCORE BY QUARTERS
North Boone	 12	 18	 30	 49
Mendota	 6	 20	 38	 59
Three-point goals: Mendota - Bond 1, 
Nanez 1; North Boone - Shammakh 
2, W. Doetch 1

Mendota’s Rafael Romero eyes the basket as St. Bede’s Jake Bradach, left, and Duncan Lawler apply defensive 
pressure on Jan. 28 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

Mendota couldn’t keep up 
with Hall and dropped a 53-
42 decision to the Red Devils 
in Three Rivers Conference 
action on Jan. 25 at Spring 
Valley.

After trailing by just a 
bucket (16-14) heading to the 
second quarter, the Trojans 
were outscored, 12-7, in the 
stanza and were down 28-21 
at the break. Hall built on its 
lead in the third period on 
its way to the double-digit 
victory.

Krew Bond paced Men-
dota’s scoring with 15 points, 
while Ryne Strouss hit dou-
ble figures with 14 tallies.

Hall had the three-ball 
working as eight of its 20 
field goals came from beyond 
the arc.

***
The Trojans were able 

to survive a St. Bede sec-
ond-half comeback and 
downed the Bruins, 41-33, 
in league play on Jan. 28 at 
the MHS gym.

Mendota put together 
a solid first half and took 
a 23-13 lead to the locker 
room. But its point total 
dipped to just six in the 

Trojans split pair of Three Rivers
games; take down North Boone

third period and St. Bede 
tallied 14 to make it a 
two-point game with eight 
minutes left to play. The 
Trojans got things togeth-
er again in the fourth and 
outscored the Bruins, 12-6, 
to claim their second con-
ference win of the season 
against four losses.

Bond was the lone Men-
dota player in double figures 
with 18 points. Strouss added 
seven points and Rafael 

Romero provided six.
***

Mendota made it two 
straight wins after a 59-49 
triumph over North Boone 
on Jan. 29 at the MHS gym.

A slow start put the 
Trojans in a 12-6 hole after 
the first quarter, but they 
reversed the trend and were 
able to carry a 20-18 lead to 
the locker room. Mendota 
slowly pulled away in the 
second half on its way to the 

double-digit victory.
Bond scored 16 of his 

game-high 25 points in 
the second half. Strouss 
dropped in nine points, all 
in the second half, and Izaiah 
Nanez helped out with eight 
markers.

The Trojans (5-15) had 
four less field goals than 
North Boone, but they were 
25 of 35 from the free throw 
line compared to six of 11 for 
the Vikings.

STERLING – The Men-
dota Lady Trojans got a 
much-needed 41-36 victory 
over Sterling Newman in 
Three Rivers Conference 
action on Jan. 27 at Sterling. 
The MHS win completed a 
season two-game sweep over 
Newman.

After leading 7-3 at the 
end of the first quarter, the 
Lady Trojans fell behind 
21-19 at the half and 32-27 
after three. But Mendota 
had a strong fourth quarter, 
outscoring the Lady Comets 
14-4 to escape with the come-
from-behind win.

“Our defense was solid 
early and we got some good 
looks, then we threw the ball 
all over the place in the sec-
ond quarter,” said Mendota 
coach John Hansen. “We 
decided to run the offense 
in the fourth and attacked 
the rim.”

Sophomore  Reanna 
Brant sparked the comeback 
as she scored eight of her 
team-high 14 points in the 
final frame. Paige Manning 
finished with seven points 
and Natalie Bodmer added 
six. Brant and Naitzy Garcia 
led the squad with eight re-
bounds apiece, while Katie 
Jenner provided six caroms 

and eight steals.
Both teams struggled 

from the free throw line with 
Mendota converting eight 
of 20 and Newman making 
nine of 23.

***
Mendota’s two scheduled 

conference games against 
Princeton were postponed 
and have been rescheduled. 
The Lady Trojans (3-17, 
2-6) will travel to Princeton 
on Tuesday, Feb. 8 and the 
teams will meet at the MHS 
gym on Wednesday, Feb. 9.

Lady Trojans rally
past Newman, 41-36

Mendota’s sophomore 
boys’ basketball team 
jumped out to an early lead 
and maintained it through-
out in a 51-40 triumph 
over Hall in Three Rivers 
Conference action on Jan. 
25 at Spring Valley.

The Trojans opened a 
17-7 margin after the first 
quarter as Owen Aughen-
baugh lit up the net with 
a trio of three-pointers on 
his way to an 11-point 
outburst. Mendota main-
tained the 10-point bulge 
at halftime (32-22) and 
carried a 40-32 advantage 
to the fourth frame.

Aughenbaugh finished 
with a game-high 19 points 
for the Trojans, while Lo-
gan Dewey dropped in 13 
markers and Cale Strouss 
added seven.

***
The Trojans won their 

third straight game with 
45-41 nail-biter over St. 
Bede in a conference 
contest on Jan. 28 at the 
MHS gym.

St. Bede jumped out to 
a 12-6 lead at the end of 
one and was able to hold 

the advantage at halftime 
and heading to the fourth. 
But the tide turned in the 
final eight minutes as 
Mendota outscored the 
visitors, 12-7, to pull out 
the victory. The Trojans 
scored hit nine of 14 free 
throws in the final frame.

Strouss pumped in three 
three-pointers on his way 
to a 15-point performance 
to pace the attack. Kaleb 
Kleckner chipped in with 
eight points, while Augh-
enbaugh and Dewey pro-
vided seven points apiece.

***
Mendota hosted North 

Boone on Jan. 29 and the 
visitors came away with 
a 41-24 victory over the 
Trojans.

The game was tight 
for 24 minutes, with the 
Trojans only down 28-
24 entering the fourth 
quarter, but Mendota 
went scoreless over the 
final eight minutes while 
North Boone totaled 13 
fourth-quarter points.

Dewey’s seven points 
led Mendota and Aughen-
baugh had five markers.

MHS sophomore cagers 
win over Hall, St. Bede

SPRING VALLEY 
– Mendota was a 33-
26 winner over Hall in 
freshman boys’ basket-

ball action on Jan. 25 at 
Spring Valley.

Domenic Richey hit 
double figures with 12 

points to pace the attack, 
followed by Cameron 
Kelly with nine points and 
Dane Hiner with six.

Mendota freshmen defeat Hall

Mendota’s Krew Bond tries to get a shot off while being hounded by St. Bede’s Jake 
Bradach, left, and Luke Story on Jan. 28 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Jan. 24 – 
1. Sports-N-Stuff 60.5-34.5; 
2. Ramer Inc. 50.5-44.5; 3. 
Bad Kats 47-48; 4. Mendota 
Agri-Products 44-51; 5. Lea-
gal Beagles 43-52; 6. CM 
Farm 40-55

High team game (scratch) 
– Mendota Agri-Products 781, 
Leagal Beagles 754, Sports-
N-Stuff 649

High team game (hdcp) 
– Leagal Beagles 996, Men-
dota Agri-Products 937, Bad 
Kats 905

High team series (scratch) 
– Mendota Agri-Products 
2095, Leagal Beagles 2033, 
Sports-N-Stuff 1874

High team series (hdcp) – 
Leagal Beagles 2759, Ramer 
Inc. 2660, Bad Kats 2639

Men’s high game (scratch) 
– Matt Ramer 236, Aaron Ho-
locker 218, Kasen Novak 216

Men’s high game (hdcp) – 
Aaron Holocker 283, Kasen 
Novak 269, Matt Ramer 264

M e n ’s  h i g h  s e r i e s 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 641, 
Aaron Holocker 611, Kasen 
Novak 532

Men’s high series (hdcp) 
– Aaron Holocker 806, Matt 
Ramer 725, Kasen Novak 691

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Kassidi Guerrero 
219, Kim Smith 212, Sarah 
Westphal 188

Women’s high game (hdcp) 
– Kim Smith 279, Stephanie 
Ramer 254, Kassidi Guerrero 
& Sarah Westphal 251

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Kassidi Guerrero 
576, Kim Smith 529, Gail 
Sessler 491

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Kim Smith 730, 
Debbier Berger 714, Sarah 
Westphal 674

Elks Youth
4 League

Standings as of Jan. 20 – 1. 
Team 6 19-9; 2. Team 1 17-
11; 3. Team 5 15-13; 4. Team 
2 11-17; 5. Team 4 10-18; 6. 
Team 3 6-22

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 2 251

High team game (hdcp) – 
Team 2 659

Boys’ high game (scratch) 
– Parker Ramer 111, Pryar 
Christmann 106, Jaxen Da-
ley 91

Boys’ high game (hdcp) 
– Parker Ramer 241, Mad-
dux McPheeters 240, Billy 
Bromenschenkel V 235

Boys’ high series (scratch) 
– Pryar Christmann 311, 
Parker Ramer 286, Jaxen 
Daley 223

Boys’ high series (hdcp) 
– Parker Ramer 676, Mad-
dux McPheeters 654, Pryar 
Christmann 653

Girls’ high game (scratch) 
– Delaney Tucker 98, Nadia 
Rodriguez 84, Chloe Klein 76

Girls’ high game (hdcp) – 
Brooklyn Mauch 243, Nadia 
Rodriguez 229, Delaney 
Tucker 210

Girls’ high series (scratch) 
– Delaney Tucker 261, Nadia 

Rodriguez 209, Chloe Klein 
207

Girls’ high series (hdcp) – 
Nadia Rodriguez 644, Chloe 
Klein 606, Delaney Tucker 
597

Elks Youth
6 League

Standings as of Jan. 20 – 1. 
Team 1 22-6; 2. Team 3 16-
12; 3. Team 2 14-14; 4. Team 
4 0-28

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 3 371, Team 2 306

High team game (hdcp) – 
Team 3 779, Team 2 774

High team series (scratch) 
– Team 3 1108, Team 2 896

High team series (hdcp) – 
Team 3 2332, Team 2 2300

Boys’ high game (scratch) 
– Alex Holland 175, Kooper 
Novak 156, Aaron Doyle 135

Boys’ high game (hdcp) 
– Alex Holland 228, Aaron 
Doyle 223, Kooper Novak 222

Boys’ high series (scratch) 
– Alex Holland 507, Kooper 
Novak 419, Aaron Doyle 372

Boys’ high series (hdcp) 
– Alex Holland 666, Aaron 
Doyle 636, Kooper Novak 617

Girls’ high game (scratch) 
– Lexi Saylor 98, Ashlynn 
Rickels 76

Girls’ high game (hdcp) 
– Ashlynn Rickels 209, Lexi 
Saylor 200

Girls’ high series (scratch) 
– Lexi Saylor 272, Ashlynn 
Rickels 215

Girls’ high series (hdcp) 
– Ashlynn Rickels 614, Lexi 
Saylor 578

BOWLING
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$700
Double It For

$1300

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 

1/2 Off

Garden 
Center & 
Custom 

Landscape 
Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 

(815)538-4800
By Appointment Only

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
More than 55 million Ameri-
cans reported fishing at least 
once in 2020 and 2021. And 
while participation in fishing 
is at an all-time high, a variety 
of issues threaten the future 
of bass fishing. Whether you 
are new to fishing or an avid 
tournament angler, you need 
to know about these threats 
and get involved in finding 
solutions.

According to B.A.S.S. 
National Conservation Di-
rector Gene Gilliland, a 
biologist and conservation 
advocate, here are five threats 
that will have the biggest 
impact on bass fishing across 
North America in the next 
decade along with ways for 
avid anglers to become more 
involved in finding solutions.  

#1: Water Policy
This one is obvious. No 

water — no bass. But it’s not 
just about drought. Climate 
change aside, droughts come 
and go while some states 
always seem to have water. 
The real issue is who owns 
the water and who can use it.

A long-term water policy 
that provides for a grow-
ing human population and 
reserves water for fish is 
missing. Without plans that 
include recreation (fishing 
and boating) in the mix, 
water managers can draw 
the last drops from their 
reservoirs with no regard to 

The top 5 threats to the future of bass fishing
your fishing. Bass anglers 
must demand a seat at the ne-
gotiating table to ensure that 
our interests are considered.

#2: Invasive Species
The greatest biological 

threats come from invasive 
species. Asian carp, zebra 
and quagga mussels and 
invasive plants like Salvinia 
and starry stonewort are ex-
panding their ranges. They 
potentially threaten eco-
systems, infrastructure and 
economies. In many cases, 
the invaders are not causing 
harm, but their mere presence 
gives water managers an 
excuse to further regulate 
waterways. Fishing and boat-
ing can be eliminated in the 
name of “prevention.” Your 
favorite lake could be next. 
What are you doing to pre-
vent the spread of invasives? 
Are you setting an example? 
Do you clean, drain and dry? 

#3: Loss of Access
Privatization of pub-

lic resources is restricting 
fishing and boating access. 
Agencies are selling public 
lands and waters to devel-
opers. Entire lakes that are 
by law public water are 
being closed to fishing and 
boating. Business, industry 
and lake associations also 
frequently use liability and 
security concerns as excuses 
to restrict access.

Beyond the loss of access 
to fishing and boating, if the 

public loses their connection 
with our natural resources, 
they may lose appreciation 
for the resource. In turn, we 
lose political support and 
that snowball continues to 
roll down the hill. 

#4: Pollution and Hab-
itat Loss

The days of rivers so pol-
luted that they catch fire are 
behind us, but much of the 
progress made following the 
passage of the Clean Water 
Act in 1972 has been lost. 
Environmental protections 
have been pushed aside in 
favor of economic interests. 
Pollution is on the rise. 
Chemicals and excess nu-
trients are causing problems 
with water supplies, from 
toxic algae blooms and ox-
ygen dead zones to bass with 
hormone disruptions that 
cause reproductive failure.

Upstream in the water-
shed, the agriculture com-
munity has been slow to 
adopt proven conservation 
practices in the quest for 
greater profits. As a result, 
tons of nutrient-laden silt 
are washing downstream and 
filling in rivers, lakes and 
reservoirs. There is a need 
for balanced environmental, 
agriculture and forestry poli-
cies that consider watersheds 
and downstream impacts to 
fisheries. 

#5: Apathy and Indif-
ference

Bass anglers often tend to 
sit on the sidelines and hope 
that someone else will take 
on the challenges that face 
water resources and fishing. 
But these threats are too big 
to be tackled by individu-
als, a handful of lobbyists 
from the fishing industry or 
conservation organizations 
in Washington D.C. Signifi-
cantly more anglers must step 
up and speak up.

As society grows more 
urbanized, people are less 
connected to the outdoors 
and nature. They don’t under-
stand the value of conserva-
tion. The fishing community 
needs to engage the broader 
public with messages about 
the value of clean water and 
how healthy lakes, rivers 

and reservoirs are good for 
all of us. If the public values 
the natural world, they will 
fight to protect it.

What can you do?
These issues are real. 

They are now. If you love 
the sport of bass fishing you 
need to get involved, get 
organized and get political. 
B.A.S.S. Nation Conser-
vation Directors can help 
channel your energy and get 
you engaged. The first step is 
to learn about the issues. Get 
the facts — then act. Follow 
the updates on the Bassmas-
ter.com Conservation page or 
in the B.A.S.S. Conservation 
Facebook group.

About B.A.S.S.
B.A.S.S., which en-

compasses the Bassmaster 

tournament leagues, events 
and media platforms, is the 
worldwide authority on bass 
fishing and keeper of the cul-
ture of the sport, providing 
cutting edge content on bass 
fishing whenever, wherever 
and however bass fishing 
fans want to use it. Head-
quartered in Birmingham, 
Ala., the 515,000-member 
organization’s fully inte-
grated media platforms 
include the industry’s lead-
ing magazines (Bassmas-
ter  and  B.A.S.S. Times), 
website (Bassmaster.com), 
TV show, radio show, social 
media programs and events. 
For more than 50 years, 
B.A.S.S. has been dedicated 
to access, conservation and 
youth fishing.
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 Saturday, Feb. 5 - 9am
 Sandwich High School

SALUTING THE 
MENDOTA WRESTLERS! 

Good luck in the 
Sandwich Class 1A Regional!

- 2021-2022 MHS WRESTLING TEAM -
Please patronize these fine sponsors, who extend their 

best wishes to all the MHS Sports Teams!

SANDWICH 
CLASS 1A 
REGIONAL

McDONALD’S
2 Locations:

2701 E. 12th St.
1503 13th Ave.

FIRST STATE
INSURANCE

715 Washington St.
(815) 539-5651

SPECIALTY
BODY & PAINT

1503 W. Washington St.
(815) 539-7801

VAESSEN BROS.
CHEVROLET, INC.
Hwy. 52 • Sublette
(815) 849-5232 or
1-800-227-5203

PIZZA’S BY 
MARCHELLONI
1210 Meriden St.
(815) 538-2145

FIRST
STATE BANK
Member FDIC

706 Washington St.
(815) 538-2265

MENDOTA AREA 
YMCA

1811 S 13th Ave.
(815) 539-9344

FINANCIAL PLUS
CREDIT UNION

Member NCUA - ESI
1905 13th Ave.
(815) 539-3444

SCHIMMER
Chevrolet-Buick

Rt. 251 South
(815) 539-9343

www.schimmergm.com

THE MENDOTA 
REPORTER

703 Illinois Ave. 
(815) 539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com

MEYERS FURNITURE
& CARPET

1901 S. 13th Ave.
(815) 539-6263

www.meyersfurniture.com

SPORTS-N-STUFF
804 Washington St.

(815) 539-6354

SULLIVAN’S
FOODS

1102 Meriden St.
(815) 539-9341

ARS AUTO
REPAIR, INC.

307 Plaza Drive
(815) 538-2412

CITY OF MENDOTA
• MAYOR DAVID BOELK •

(815) 539-7459
Go Trojans!

02
02

20
22
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LOCAL AND AREA

Northern Illinois
Antiques Dealers Association

Presents Its
62nd Annual Antiques Show
Forest Hills Lodge n Loves Park, IL

Saturday, February 26, 2022
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Sunday, February 27, 2022
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Located 1/2 mile East of Route 251 on Route 173
1601 West Lane Road n  Loves Park, Illinois

From I-90, exit Route 172, head West to Forest Hills Lodge

Donation $6:00
Free Parking - E-mail: NIADA@AOL.com

www.NIADAAntiques.com

Your 
Advertising 
Message

Can Reach The
ENTIRE 

STATE OF 
ILLINOIS

For A Surprisingly 
Low Cost!

Call Us Today For 
Details 539-9396

539-9396

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send 
informative, interesting & educational 

newspapers to the Mendota School System 
throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2021-2022 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

I did it all wrong for 
years. And I was misera-
ble! I’m talking about my 
attitude and my stinkin’ 
thinkin’ that was focused 
on the thought “What 
about me?!” And it came 
out in my behavior: If I 
didn’t get my way all the 
time, I tried to control 
other people through my 
temper. 

I honestly didn’t know 
what my problem was 
until God spoke to my 
heart one day and said, 
“You’re selfish. You’ve 
studied My Word about 
spiritual warfare, pros-
perity, healing, having 
power and authority as 
a believer in Christ…but 
how much time have you 
studied about My love?”

That was the begin-
ning of discovering that 
I would never be happy 
and have peace until I 
learned to love like Jesus 
loves.

One of the first mes-
sages God put on my 
heart to teach was ti-
tled “Tell Them I Love 
Them.” At first, I didn’t 
want to do it. I thought, 
People already know You 
love them, God. I want to 
teach a really powerful 

Discover Jesus’ secret to 
successful relationships

message…something 
they haven’t heard be-
fore. But God showed 
me that if people really 
knew He loved them and 
what that means, then 
they would live much 
differently than they do.

See, when we know 
and experience God’s 
love, we can share it with 
others. Imagine what 
the world would be like 
if everyone who calls 
themselves a Christian 
would really love each 
other with His love. 
Think about it. There 
would be no gossip, no 
judgment or criticism, no 
exclusive attitudes that 
make others feel rejected, 
and people’s needs would 
be met much more than 
they are. 

Thankfully, Jesus 
gave us very real, prac-
tical examples of how 
we can love the way God 
loves us.

Loving Others “to 
the Highest Degree”
John 13:1 says Je-

sus “loved them to the 
last and to the highest 
degree” (AMP). In the 
following verses, He 
demonstrates what it 
means to love others like 

this. And it shocked the 
disciples. 

In those days, there 
were servants  who 
washed people’s feet 
when they came to vis-
it. It’s likely they were 
considered the lowliest 
servants in the house-
hold. Now Jesus, the 
Son of God Himself, 
got up from supper, took 
the servant’s towel, and 
proceeded to wash the 
disciples’ feet. His mes-
sage to them was to love 
one another by being a 
servant, because God 
wants His love to flow 
through us and touch 
other people’s lives.

Love is not just a 
feeling or a theory; it’s 
a decision we make and 
an action we take. It’s 
so important for us to 
study what the Bible 
teaches about God’s love 
so we can learn to love 
like Jesus. And we have 
to pray for God to help 
us learn how to walk in 
love—to be a servant 
who “washes feet” by 
helping others.
Washing Others’ Feet

Matthew 7:12 (NIV) 
says, “So in everything, 
do to others what you 

would have them do 
to you….” This is so 
critical because if we 
want to have meaningful 
relationships with others, 
then we need to invest in 
their lives by giving them 
support, encouraging 
them, helping to meet 
their needs—serving 
them as we’re able to 
do it. 

It’s easy to want to 
help people you like 
or those you want to 
impress. But when it 
comes to doing some-
thing for someone you 
don’t know or someone 
you don’t have a natu-
ral interest in, it can be 
a different story. And 
sometimes we don’t feel 
like serving our family. I 
know from personal ex-
perience that people can 
be willing to help others 
at church or work, but 
they aren’t willing to 
do the same things for 
their family.

I’ve learned that what 
I do in front of people 
publicly won’t really 
mean anything if I’m 
not living a life that 
pleases God at home, 
too. I thought I would 
die of frustration before 

I finally got this, so I 
know it’s not easy. We 
have to realize we’re 
naturally selfish, and we 
must make a conscious 
decision to think of oth-
ers on purpose or we’ll 
miss many opportunities 
to serve them.

I want to encourage 
you to read John 13 and 
pay close attention to 
what Jesus did and what 
He said. Spend some 
time studying scriptures 
about God’s love and 
pray for Him to show you 
ways you can serve the 
people in your life. See 
how many creative ways 
God puts in your heart 
to “wash feet.” You’ll 
probably find it’s easier 
and more simple than 
you thought it would be 
to help make someone’s 
life better. 

God wants us to have 
success and enjoy our 
lives. But He wants us 
to die to self, get over 
being the center of our 
world, and begin to focus 
on looking for someone 
who needs our help 
every day. When you 
do this, you’ll discover 
you’re actually more sat-
isfied, content, peaceful 

and happy than you’ve 
ever been in your life!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing CD resource Enjoy-
ing Successful Rela-
tionships. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or vis-
iting www.joycemeyer.
org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and THE 
POWER OF THANK 
YOU (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. •  (815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

Feb. 3 - 10 a.m. Pastor Mary leads 
Heritage Worship

Feb. 6 - 9 a.m. Sunday school, 
9:30 a.m. Worship in-person and on 

Facebook Live
Feb. 7 - 6:30 p.m. Finance Team meets

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St. 
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: 
prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.  

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Feb. 6 - 10 a.m. Worship/Communion - 
Facebook Live

 Feb. 10 - 6-7:30 p.m. Webelos
Feb. 12 - 10 a.m. DAR meeting

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

10:30 a.m. Worship at First
Online “devotional service” videos 

continue every Sunday at 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 

YouTube. Check our website and 
Facebook page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey
1. Is the book of Philemon in 

the Old Testament or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. From Genesis 6:14, what was 
another name for the natural 

asphalt used to caulk 
Noah’s Ark? 

Gopher, Pitch, Chimera, Helios
3. Who told Laban he had gone 
20 years without a decent sleep? 

Adam, Jacob, Moses, Noah
4. In John 3, who said, “How 

can a man be born if he is old”? 
Obadiah, Nicodemus, Joshua, 

Job
5. From Acts 13, who was called 
“a man after thine own heart”? 
David, John the Baptist, Gideon, 

Peter
6. Philippians 4:13 says, “I 

can do all things through ...”? 
Prayer, Belief, Deeds, Christ

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) Pitch; 3) Jacob; 
4) Nicodemus; 5) David; 6) Christ

=
NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today

Or give my fellow man a song to sing;

If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand

Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;

If I can build a bridge where fences stand

And light a lamp that other men might see;

If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that others care;

If I can speak in words that seem to say:

I know the heavy burdens that you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way

Or pause to bid him stay for food and rest;

If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

God’s Love
By Henry Reed Conant

I know where’er my feet may be,
Tho’ prone to stray,

His watchful eye is over me
Both night and day.

And tho’ ofttimes this heart has 
erred

’Mid worldly cares,
I know His pard’ning ear has heard

My humble prayers.
At all times, e’en when I have failed

To do His will,
His love has in my heart prevailed -

And guides me still.
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.
com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to 
start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start 
in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $15.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

Mendota District #289 
is looking for a 

Part-time Custodian Substitute 
and a Resource Paraprofessional 

for Northbrook School.  
If interested, please call 815-539-7631 

for more information or stop by and fill 
out an application in the 

District Office 
at 1806 Guiles Ave, Mendota, IL 61342.

01242022

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2016 Chevy Malibu Premier, Loaded, 47K 
Miles, Pearl White...........................$21,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, 4X4, Z71, 
LT, 99K Miles, Red...........................$26,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4, 
141K Miles, Blue Granite................$24,900

2013 Chevy Equinox FWD, LTZ, 4-CYL, 
Tan ...................................................$12,900
2011 Chevy Traverse, FWD, 2LT, Leather, 
79K Miles, 1-Owner, White.............$10,500

 

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LTZ, 
4x4, 44K miles, 1-owner, Silver..$46,500
2019 Chevy Crew Cab LT Z71 4x4, 
1-Owner, 63K miles, Gray..........$41,900

2019 Chevy Colorado 2WD, Ext Cab, 
WT,  48K miles, White................$24,500
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, Leather, 
1-Owner, 41K miles, White.................$38,900 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 41K miles, GM Certified, 1-owner, Leather, 
Interior, Heated Seats, Running Boards, Tonneau Cover, White and More!

$38,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT	RENT	

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT	RENT	

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE	 )
MATTER	 )No.
OF THE	 )2022
ESTATE	 )PR
OF	 )000001
CAROL J.	 )
PIWONSKI,	 ) 
DECEASED.)

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to 
creditors of the death 
of Carol J. Piwonski, 
of Peru, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were 
issued on January 
5, 2022, to Crystal 
Loughran, of Peru, IL, 
as INDEPENDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE, 
whose Attorneys 
of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 

PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the 
estate may be e-filed 
in the Office of the 
Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, Downtown 
County Courthouse, 
119 W. Madison Street, 
Ottawa, IL 61350, or 
with the Representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the date of the 
first publication of this 
Notice. If the claim 
notice is personally 
mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, the claim must 
be filed in the above 
entitled cause within 3 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later. Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred. 
E-filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil 
cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service 
provider. If you need 
additional help or 

have trouble e-filing, 
visit https://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be 
administered without 
court supervision, 
unless under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate 
Act (Ill. Compiled 
Stat. 1992, Ch. 758, 
par. 5/28-4) any 
interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Circuit 
Clerk.  
Dated:  January 11, 
2022
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0103 (Jan. 19, 26, 
Feb. 2, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby 
given that on January 
25, 2022 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk 
of LaSalle County, 
Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known 
as BriAnna Nicole 
Photography located 
at 303 7th Avenue 
Mendota, IL 61342.
Dated: January 
25, 2022. BriAnna 
Hagenson Applicant.
No. 0201 (Feb. 2, 9, 26 
2022)

2022
NOTICE OF 

ELECTION OF 
DIRECTORS

To All Owners And 
Occupiers Of Lands 
Lying Within The 
Boundaries Of The 
LaSalle County Soil 
And Water Conserva-
tion District:
Notice is hereby given 
that an Election will be 
held on the 17th day 
of February, 2022 be-
tween 7:00 a.m.  and 
4:00 p.m. at the USDA 
Service Center, 1691 
N. 31st Road, Ottawa, 
IL. Three (3) Directors 
will be elected to serve 
the LaSalle County Soil 
and Water Conserva-
tion District of the State 
of Illinois.
All persons, firms or 
corporations who hold 
legal title or are in legal 
possession of any land 
lying within the bound-
aries of the said district 
are eligible to vote at 
said election, whether 
as lessee, renter, tenant 
or otherwise.
Only such persons, 
firms or corporations 
are eligible to vote.
Ken Dau Chairman
LaSalle County Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District
DATE: 1st day of Febru-
ary, 2022
No. 0202
(Feb. 2, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAKING SEALED 
BIDS: 1996 Internation-
al 4800 Cab & Chassis; 
DT466 engine / Allison 
transmission (automat-
ic); 4 Wheel drive; 152” 
Wheel base; Heat & 
A/C; 214914 Mi. / 11069 
Hrs. 2 spare tires w/ alu-
minum wheels (1 has 
split). For appointment 
to inspect call 815-
627-9071. Bids must 
be received by March 
1, 2022 and should 
be addressed to: Paw 
Paw Fire Department, 
PO Box 81, Paw Paw, 
IL 61353.   Payment to 
be made by cashier’s 
check drawn on local 
bank. Sale is “AS IS” 
with no warranty. PPFD 
reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids for 
cause.
No. 0203
(Feb. 2, Feb. 9, Feb. 16 
and Feb. 23, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
LA SALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF
)
)
Caroline M. Costello
)
Case No. 2022-PR-16
)
Deceased
)

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Caroline M. 
Costello of Mendota, 
Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on January 
19, 2022 to David W. 
Costello of 4612 East 

First Road, Mendota, IL 
61342 whose attorney 
is Guilfoyle & Steven-
son, LLP, 1316 Meriden 
Street, Mendota, IL 
61342. 
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, Ottawa, IL 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on 
or before August 10, 
2022 If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a creditor 
of the decedent, the 
creditor’s claim may 
be filed on or before 
the date stated in the 
notice, if later than the 
date shown above. Any 
claim not filed within the 
time allowed is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in ten days after it has 
been filed. 
No. 0204
(Feb. 2, 9,16, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNITED STATES  

OF AMERICA
STATE OF ILLINOIS                                   

COUNTY OF 
LASALLE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
PATRICIA A HOGAN, 

DECEASED.
NO. 2022-PR-8
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Pa-
tricia A. Hogan of Men-
dota, Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
January 11, 2022 to 
KELLY P. MEANIX, 12 
Hawk Hill Road, Down-
ingtown, PA 19335, as 
INDEPENDENT EXEC-
UTOR, whose attorneys 
of record are DUNCAN 
& BRANDT, P.C., 1800 
Fourth Street, P.O. Box 
568, Peru, IL 61354.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the clerk.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the La 
Salle County Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
La Salle County Court-
house, 119 West Madi-
son Street, Ottawa, Illi-
nois 61350, or with the 
representative, or both, 
on or before August 9, 
2022, or, if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from 
the representative is re-
quired by section 5/18-
3 of the Probate Act, the 
date stated in that no-
tice. Any claim not filed 
on or before that date is 
barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Circuit Clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the Representa-
tive and her Attorneys 
within ten (10) days af-
ter it has been filed.	

February 9, 16, 23, 
2022
DUNCAN & BRANDT, 
P.C.
ATTORNEY VICTORIA 
M. MUNSON
1800 FOURTH 
STREET, P.O. BOX 568
PERU, IL  61354
TEL. (815) 223-0191 
GREG VACCARO – LA 
SALLE COUNTY CIR-
CUIT CLERK
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS  
61350
No. 0205
(Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2022)

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

1940’s Vanity with 
Large Mirror $150 
Please Call (815) 734-
6597 (2-6-22)

Breaking up my electric 
train sets for sale. 3 HO 
Gauge includes a Coca-
Cola 2004 Holiday 
Edition. 3 0-27 gauge 
includes Coca-Cola 
Limited Edition. Please 
call (815) 562-2582 and 
leave a message. 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

TABLE and 6-Chairs 
with leaf. $180 OBO 
779-221-4434. (01-26-
22)

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501	  501	  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

By appointment 
only 

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

MOBILE DOG GROOMING

Visit us on Facebook

TREE SERVICE ELECTRIC

Jim Sloan
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
1008 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Email: jimsloan1@frontier.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 20+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265
AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL • CUSTOM WHEELS

Mon-Fri: 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat: 9am - 2pm

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518
(815) 539-9575

Gift Certificates 
Available!
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURED

NEW LISTING  - GREAT 
BUILDING with good parking 
& space! Easy access with 

overhead door. Duralast  roof 
with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far 

Call one 
of our 

Realtors 
for all your 
Real Estate 
questions!

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-712-7346 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,  Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

815-539-3811

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL
815-535-6295

Abigail Vaessen, Broker

815-508-9715
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 S. Main St., Mendota

815-539-5673

1605 Lakeview Dr., Mendota  

$199,900
Lake neighborhood, corner lot, Florida room. 3 spacious bedrooms with master bath and walk in closet.  2 1/2 
baths.  Basement needs some TLC but is finished.  1s floor laundry, only dryer stays. 2 car attached garage. Cement 
parking pad.  Cement patio.  Call for a showing.

2352 N. 31st Rd., Marseilles, IL 61341 
MLS#11293033

 120 ACRES SECTION 25 OF RUTLAND TWP. 
DIRECTIONS:  RTE 71 TO N.31ST RD,  EAST 3 MILES TO PROPERTY

2846 IL. Route 30 Highway, Compton $65,000 

Lots of potential for this one story home located on 
Route 30 North of Compton.  Call for a showing.  

804 INDIANA AVENUE 
MENDOTA

THIS LARGE HOME HAS BEEN A 2 
APT PROPERTY FOR MANY YEARS. 
YOU CAN MAKE IT BACK TO A 
SINGLE FAMILY OR KEEP AS A 2 UNIT, 
EITHER WAY YOU WILL BE AMAZED 
AT ALL THE NATURAL LIGHT THAT 
STREAMS THRU THE WINDOWS. TALL 
CEILINGS, SPACIOUS ROOMS GIVE 
OFF A COMFORTABLE FEELING.  
AND THAT PARTIAL WRAP AROUND 
PORCH GIVES THIS PROPERTY CURB 
APPEAL!!  CLOSE TO RESTAURANTS, 
SHOPPING, AND THE TRAIN! LET’S 

15 ABBALLEE WAY 
MENDOTA

BUILDING LOT FOR SALE!! NEAR 
GOLF COURSE, ON ROUTE 34, BUILD 
YOUR HOME AMONG THE BEAUTIFUL 
ONES THERE!

1500 MERIDEN STREET 
MENDOTA

PENDING!!!!! SORRY YOU MISSED IT 
-FANTASTIC HOME WITH 3 BDR’S, 2 
BA’S, CORNER LOT

NEW FARMLAND 

 FOR SALE

This COLD winter have you  
dreaming of vacation?  

We have listings in Woodhaven Lakes!
Give us a call to set up a showing!

Sec 1, Lot 9……….........…...$16,000
Sec 1, Lot 66………..........…$23,000
Sec 1, Lot 116……........……$50,000
Sec 4, Lot 192…….......….…$65,900
Sec 5, Lot 177……........……$31,000
Sec 5, Lots 190 & 191..........$60,000
Sec 5, Lot 228……….......….$35,000
Sec 5, Lot 342……….......….$20,000
Sec 5, Lot 378…….......…….$28,900
Sec 7, Lots 181 & 182….......$29,900
Sec 7, Lot 191 CONTINGENT....$16,000
Sec 10, Lot 52…………..…..$17,500
Sec 10, Lot 291………..……$25,000
Sec 10, Lot 292………..……$20,000

Sec 10, Lot 312………...……$27,000
Sec 11, Lot 74………..….…..$29,900
Sec 11, Lot 88…………...…..$16,000
Sec 11, Lot 203 CONTINGENT...$23,000
Sec 12, Lot 73………...……..$31,900
Sec 13, Lot 110 ……………..$11,600
Sec 15, Lot 161………….…..$38,000
Sec 16, Lot 121………….…..$80,000
Sec 16, Lot 211……….……..$95,000
Sec 17, Lot 3………………...$15,000
Sec 19, Lot 80……………….$59,900
Sec 21, Lot 84……………….$84,900
Sec 21, Lot 96……………….$28,500
Sec 23, Lot 92……………….$49,900

Sec 23, Lot 183……….……..$63,000
Sec 23, Lot 195……….……..$25,000
Sec 23, Lot 196……….……..$25,000
Sec 24, Lot 105………….…..$69,900
Sec 24, Lot 110……………...$79,900
Sec 26, Lot 102 ……………..$15,000
Sec 26, Lot 159……….……..$25,000
Sec 26, Lot 160 SOLD..........$15,000
Sec 26, Lot 161……………...$49,900
Sec 26, Lot 167……………...$42,000
Sec 27, Lot 145……………...$60,000
Sec 28, Lot 91…………….... $15,000
Sec 29, Lot 369……….……..$18,000
Sec 29, Lot 307…… ….…….$13,000

What is a CMA?
Answer: A comparative market analysis, commonly known 
in the real estate industry as a CMA, is a compilation of like or 
similar properties that have sold, usually in the last 12 months, 
that are used to determine a dollar amount for a property. This 
CMA, helps give an idea of what a property could bring in the 
current market. As with any analysis, there are variables that can 
affect the outcome, age, condition, size, and location.  
Homestead Realty can provide you with a CMA!!

Question 
of the 
Week

SALE PENDING

Marcia Kosowski, Broker

779-423-5947

2517 Woods St., West Brooklyn $117,000
Lovely Dutch Colonial 2 story home with hardwood floors on the first floor with 
nice woodwork.  The foyer leads to a gorgeous open staircase that takes you to 
3 large bedrooms.  1st floor master bedroom,  Bright airy and clean home with 
lots of storage.  Detached Big 18x30 garage.

REACH FOR THE STARS... BECOME A PROPERTY OWNER!

THIS STORYBOOK CAPE COD IS READY FOR NEW 
OWNERS! THIS .33 ACRE LOT IS SITUATED IN A 
QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD. UPON ENTRY YOU’LL 
FIND AN OPEN FOYER AREA LEADING INTO THE 
LIVING ROOM. A LARGE OPEN DINING ROOM 
CAN ACCOMODATE LARGE FAMILY GATHERINGS. 
STEP INTO A SPACIOUS KITCHEN WITH LOTS OF 
CABINETRY AND LOTS OF ROOM TO COOK AND 
ENTERTAIN! THE DOUBLE DUTCH DOOR IN THE 
KITCHEN LEADS OUT TO A 24’x24’ DECK WITH A 
LARGE STAIRCASE AND PLENTY OF GREENERY 
AND YARD TO ENJOY! OPEN STAIRCASE LEADS TO 
SECOND FLOOR BOASTING 3 BEDROOMS, BONUS 
ROOM AND A FULL BATHROOM. LOTS OF CLOSETS 
AND STORAGE THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HOME. 
IF THIS WASN’T ENOUGH...HOME HAS TWO BONUS 
ROOMS! BASEMENT HAS LOTS OF STORAGE AND 
SHELVING. NEWER FURNACE AND WATER HEATER. 
A MUST SEE!

NEW LISTING!

NEW YEAR! NEW LOT! LOCATION! 
LOCATION! LOCATION! THIS 
99x152 LOT SITS ON THE CORNER 
OF RT 251 (13TH AVENUE) AND 
JEFFERSON STREET IN MENDOTA. 
IMAGINE WHAT YOU COULD DO 
WITH THIS PARCEL OF LAND. 
INVEST TODAY...BUILD IN THE 
FUTURE! CURRENTLY ZONED 
RESIDENTIAL, MAY BE ABLE TO 
REZONE. 

GREAT INVESTMENT PROPERTY! 
START OUT THIS YEAR INVESTING 
IN REAL ESTATE...START HERE! 
2 BEDROOM/2 UNIT IN GREAT 
SHAPE! CURRENTLY BOTH BEING 
LEASED MONTH TO MONTH. NICE 
YARD/LOT AND LOCATION. CALL 
US TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
PRIVATE SHOWING!

REDUCED!
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