
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • PAGE 1WEDNESDAY, JAN. 2, 2019

WEDNESDAY

24 14
HIGH

KNOW IT 
TODAY

Substation work 
continues
Work has continued on the 
new substation project 
that broke ground in May. 
Page 3

WEATHER

LOW

• WANDA F. BRESSON
• CAROLYN MARIE 
FLEENOR
• RICHARD DALE KESSEN
• GEORGE WASHINGTON 
HOWE JR.
• ROBERT EDWARD FELIX 
JR. 
 
                     See pages 4-5

OBITUARIES

• ALDI
• FARM & FLEET 
 

INSERTS

Local News.............2, 3, 5, 8
Obituaries............................4
Opinion................................6
Community.........................7

INSIDE

MIDWEEK EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Hub basketball 
team defeats 
Morris, Plano 
                   SEE SPORTS

Q&A with Ag in 
the Classroom’s 
Charbonneau 
                      PAGE 2

THURSDAY

19 6
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

22 3
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

21 1
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

Vol. 102 • No. 80

222 May Mart Drive
815-561-9571

LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                           WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2, 2022                       $1

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

1320 N. 7th St.
815-562-7777

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ASHTON — When the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, 
Ashton farmers Dennis and 
Edith Pfeiffer had trouble 
selling their cattle. 

Meat processing plants 
were shut down or run-
ning at partial capacity. 
The plant the Pfeiffers use 
finally took their cattle in 
time, but the couple were 
forced to sell them at “a 
huge loss.”

Over the years, people 
in the area have asked 
Dennis if they could buy 
cattle from him directly. 
With the complications 
in the industry, the couple 
thought it would finally 
give that a try. 

Enter Pfeiffer Farms 
Fresh Market. The newly-
constructed store on the 
couple’s property at 2511 
Reynolds Road in Ashton 
opened in April sells local-
ly-raised beef, pork, eggs, 
cheeses, fruits, vegetables 
and more. 

“It’s gone super so far,” 
Edith said. “Better than 
we ever imagined. We 
didn’t really know what 
we were doing. I’ve met a 
lot of people that are in the 

From the farm to the table
Ashton’s Pfeiffer Farms: ‘Customers know it’s local... it’s fresh’

The newly-constructed Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market store on the property of Dennis and Edith Pfeiffer opened 
in April. The couple sells locally-raised beef, pork, eggs, cheeses, fruits, vegetables and more. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

same boat. They lost their 
jobs due to COVID-19 and 
they’ve kind of started do-
ing other things. So we’re 
all learning together. What 
permits you have to get, 
how to market your product 
and how to network with 

other people. It’s gone very 
well. We can’t keep meat 
in stock.”

Along with raising two 
feedlots of cattle, the Pfei-
ffers farm over 3,000 acres 
of corn and soybeans. Edith 
is an “overproducer” in the 

garden, according to Den-
nis. The couple used to end 
up giving things like that 
away to neighbors to get 
rid of them. Now they’re 
able to sell it all in their 
own shop. 

Edith said the shop has 

added to the Pfeiffer’s 
workload. But it gives them 
more of a connection with 
their market. They’re meet-
ing people when the store is 
open and talking with them. 

See PFEIFFER pg 8

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — When 
Dr. Nancy Williams came 
to practice in Rochelle in 
Aug. 1980, she moved 
four hours away from her 
family. 

Williams retired last 
week after 41 
years in town 
as a family 
doctor. Over 
that time she 
built a family 
of her own. On 
top of that, she 
built relation-
ships with her 
patients and 
their families. 

“I think the 
hardest part 
about retiring 
is how much 
I’ll miss the 
patients,” Wil-
l iams said. 
“People that I 
see frequently 
or even the 
ones I see ev-
ery six months 
or once a year. 
I have a relationship with 
them and I’m going to miss 
that. As I was thinking 

about all of this, I thought, 
‘Maybe doctors should 
move every 10 years so 
they don’t develop such 
ties with patients.’ And then 
I thought, ‘Well what fun 
would that be?’”

Williams said it’s been a 
blessing to have developed 
relationships with patients. 

While growing 
up, her chil-
dren called a 
lot of people 
in the Rochelle 
area grandma 
and grandpa. 

“ P e o p l e 
have been very 
gracious in in-
cluding us with 
their families 
and inviting us 
to weddings 
and picnics 
and all sorts of 
things,” Wil-
liams said. “It’s 
been great.”

Wi l l i a m s 
was recruited 
to Rochelle 
dur ing  he r 
third year of 
residency. She 

was “amazed” when she 
first came to see Rochelle 
Community Hospital and 

everything it had to offer 
and how advanced it was 
considering its size. 

Over the years she’s seen 
much more advancement at 
RCH. She seen specialists 
start to come to the hospi-
tal to offer their services 
to local patients, such as 
cardiology and nephrology. 

As a solo family prac-
tice doctor in a town of 
Rochelle’s size, Williams 
said her role is to know a 
lot about a wide variety of 
health issues and to have 
the ability to direct patients 
to specialists. 

“With technology and 
with the specialists we have 
readily available within 
35 miles, it makes our job 
easier because we don’t 
have to do everything,” 
Williams said. “We’re able 
to be the gatekeeper and 
take care of what we can 
care for. What we do well, 
we do. And then see that 
the patient gets the care 
that they need elsewhere.”

The final two years of 
Williams’ career came 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, which she called 
“extremely difficult and 
odd.” At times, a screening 
process was required to 

Dr. Williams retires after 41 years
‘I think the hardest part... is how much I’ll miss the patients’

Dr. Nancy Williams retired last week after 41 years 
in town as a family doctor. Over that time she built a 
family of her own. On top of that, she built 
relationships with her patients and their families. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

determine whether or not 
a patient could come into 
the office to be examined. 

During the more dire 
parts of the pandemic, 

only those with the great-
est need were allowed into 
her office. 

See WILLIAMS pg 5

“People 
have 
been very 
gracious in 
including us 
with their 
families and 
inviting us 
to weddings 
and picnics 
and all sorts 
of things.’”

Dr. Nancy 
Williams
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High Performer  
February 2022 

To read Michelle’s nominaon, 
go to the RCH Facebook page 

or rochellehospital.com 

Michelle Becerra 
Screening Aide 

Length of Service: One Year 

BY BRAD JENNINGS
OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

OREGON — Talk 
about a perfect fit.

When the Ogle and 
Carroll County Farm Bu-
reaus came together with 
U of I Extension to create 
the Ag in the Classroom 
coordinator position, Me-
linda Charbonneau was the 
perfect candidate. She had 
worked in Extension as a 
secretary and 4-H program 
coordinator, so she was 
familiar with Extension 
and its programs.

“The Ag in the Class-
room position was a per-
fect fit for me,” Charbon-
neau said. “It combined 
two things that I love: 
agriculture and educa-
tion. My degree is in sec-
ondary education, and I 
grew up on a farm where 
we raised dairy and beef 
cows, sheep, and chick-
ens. We also grew crops 
including corn, soybeans, 
oats and hay.”

Charbonneau sat down 
to answer some questions 
about the Ag in the Class-
room program.

Question: Can you ex-
plain what the Ag in the 
Classroom program is?

Answer: “The purpose 
of Ag in the Classroom is 
to educate youth where 
their food and fiber comes 
from. There are many 
careers in agriculture and 
fewer farm kids to fill 
those roles. We need young 
people that are excited 

to go into agriculture 
fields. Getting youth ex-
cited to learn more about 
agriculture will hopefully 
make them better con-
sumers. We also need 
our future government 
officials to understand the 
importance of agriculture 
and the impacts their reg-
ulations have on it.”

Q: What types of kids 
are attracted to the pro-
gram?

A: “All types of stu-
dents are interested in Ag 
in the Classroom. The 
program offers hands on 
activities that all youth can 
get excited about.”

 Q: What is the content 
of the lessons? Is it all 
agriculture based?

A: “The content of all 
lessons tie back into agri-
culture. There are lessons 
about corn, soybeans, 
cows, pigs, etc… Howev-
er, there are other lessons 
that correlate with stan-
dards or curriculum in the 
school that can be tied back 
into agriculture. For ex-
ample, the environmental 
lessons talk about taking 
care of the Earth, soil con-
servation, protecting our 
water, etc…  These lesson 
focus on a topic such as 
water and its importance.  
Then the discussion leads 
to what youth can do to 
take care of water and 
the role farmers play in 
protecting water.

Q: What topics seem to 
be the most popular with 
the kids?

Q&A: Ag in the Classroom coordinator Melinda Charbonneau
‘The program offers hands on activities that all youth can get excited about’

Melinda Charbonneau recently sat down  with Ogle County Life editor Brad Jennings to answer some 
questions about the Ag in the Classroom program.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

A: “The most popular 
topic with youth is when 
we are making food. Prior 
to COVID-19 we would 
make bread and tootsie 
rolls. Through these activ-
ities students discovered 
where the ingredients came 

from, measuring skills, 
and got to experience the 
process of making an end 
product. We are still able 
to make butter because it 
is an individual activity as 
part of the lesson on dairy 
cows. Students really like 

making a food product 
they can enjoy eating.”

Q: How important is 
a program like this in a  
farming area such as Ogle 
County?

A: “Even though we 
live in a rural area many 

students are removed from 
the farm. The Ag in the 
Classroom program pro-
vides them a connection 
and better understanding 
of what they see happening 
in the farming community 
around them.”

MALTA — About 100 
Rochelle Township High 
School students leave 
campus daily for career 
tech classes at the Kish-
waukee Education Con-
sortium. Here is a glimpse 
at interesting things that 
have occurred in seven of 
the KEC labs this month.

Welding/Automotive 
Engineering Technology 
AET students have worked 
on Occupational Safety 

and Hazards Adminis-
tration (OSHA) training. 
This industry-recognized 
certification is an im-
portant part of KEC’s 
career-ready platform.

Sports Medicine stu-
dents finished up the ankle 
unit and are now into the 
knee unit. They have prac-
ticed palpation sites and 
began assessing squat and 
jump landing techniques.

Criminal Justice stu-

dents are learning this 
semester that not only 
does it take a village to 
raise a child but it takes 
the entire community to 
secure itself.

Certified Nursing As-
sistant students were of-
fered virtual, self-directed 
nursing assistant simu-
lation scenarios thanks 
to the simulator students 
affectionately refer to as 
“Richard.”

What RTHS students have been up to at KEC
Computer Information 

Systems - Plans for the 
spring semester are to take 
the fundamentals learned 
last to the next level where 
CIS students will learn the 
skills necessary to build 
user friendly applications 
like a calculator.

Medical Terminology 

students are finishing up 
the Cardiovascular Unit. 
Students listened to heart 
sounds and had a review 
unit on taking vital signs.

The Early Childhood 
Education students have 
begun to understand the 
vital role that hands-
on play has in learning. 

They explored a variety 
of materials all the while 
thinking about how play 
supports children’s so-
cial, emotional, language, 
cognitive, physical and 
creative development.

The KEC curriculum 
is an option for eligible 
juniors and seniors.

Richard the Simulator provides CNA students in the Kishwaukee Education 
Consortium with virtual life experiences. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Diana Alanis, MD Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most Insurances 

and
Patients Without Insurance

 Monday 7:30-6:00pm,  Tuesday 1:30-7:30, Wednesday 7:30-6:00, Thursday 8:00-7:30,  
Friday 7:30-4:00, and some Saturdays 8:00-12:00

CARING FOR  
YOUR FAMILY’S HEALTH

Medical Care For Your 
Whole Family
• Infants to Adults 
• Acute Care Visits

• Chronic Disease Management
• Wellness Visits

Accepting 

New  
Patients!

Starting 

date of 

May 4th...

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Exclusive Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Exclusive Shower Package

 Special Offer 
 FOR VETERANS!

www.WhySafeStep.com
*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

815-660-0041
FINANCING AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, 
or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing. Introducing 
Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive
Shower Package!

✓ First and only walk-in tub available with a 

customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 

height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and 

MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 

included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 
walk-in tub!

both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 

PLUS A FREE 
SHOWER PACKAGE 

Call Toll-Free 815-660-0041

Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of

$1600 OFF

One Stop Financial, Inc.
Income Tax Service

Larry and Teresa Anderson

808 Main Street, PO Box 224, Ashton, I L 61006
1500 W. Lincoln Hwy., Suite 5A, Rochelle, IL 61068

Income Tax Service
Call or text Teresa at 815-440-2678 

 OR Ashton at 815-453-2678 01052022

On Friday, the control house and switchgear for the City of Rochelle and Rochelle Municipal Utilities’ Ritchie Road substation project arrived. The city broke ground on 
the $13.8 million project at 1600 Ritchie Court in May. The substation will be the city’s third and will increase reliability for nearby industry and reduce reliance on the 
Caron Road substation. The site is next to the old Nippon-Sharyo building, which is planned to become the location of Project Jackpot in the future, a still-anonymous 
business that is said to be making a capital investment of over $130 million and adding 150 jobs that pay an average of $52,000 per year before benefits to the area. 

Construction continues on Ritchie Road substation project near Nippon Sharyo building

ROCHELLE — On 
Saturday, the Rochelle 
Township High School 
Speech Team finished third 
in the Rockford Jeffer-
son Invitational. Finalist 
honors were awarded as 
follows:

Varsity division: Mi-
kayla Preston and Paul 
Swartz first place dramatic 
duet acting, Bella Nauman 
and Swartz second place 
humorous duet acting, 
Layla Pelan second place 
prose reading.

Third place medals 
were earned by Preston 
in dramatic interpreta-
tion, Nauman in oratorical 
declamation and Jessica 

Nguyen in informative 
speaking.

Finishing fourth: Dani 
Ward in informative speak-
ing and Ranboo Hull in 
poetry reading. In fifth 
place were Karma Lidren 
in humorous interpretation 
and original comedy and 
Sierra Ramos in informa-
tive speaking. Sixth place: 
Pelan in oratory and Anna 
Harvey in special occasion 
speaking.

Novice division: Cele-
brated a trio of first place 
finishes by: Julia Living-
ston in extemporaneous 
speaking, Pigeon Burghol-
zer and Livingston in 
humorous duet acting and 

Sienna Seebach in original 
comedy. In second place 
were Ashes Glover and 
Hull in humorous duet 
acting and Faith Lohse in 
radio speaking. Speakers 
of the week were Swartz 
and Nauman.

RTHS will host the re-
gional speech competition 
Saturday.

RTHS speech team takes third 
at Jefferson Invitational

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

ROCKFORD — Local 
students have earned rec-
ognition on Rock Valley 
College’s fall 2021 presi-
dent’s and dean’s lists.

President’s list: Elise M. 
Hayenga, Kings. Dean’s 

list: Rachel L. Cotrell, 
Rochelle. 

Students must have tak-
en at least 12 credit hours 
during the semester to 
qualify for the president’s 
or dean’s lists. Students 

named to the president’s 
list achieved a 4.0 semes-
ter grade point average. 
Students named to the 
dean’s list achieved at least 
a 3.25 semester grade point 
average.

Local students named to Rock 
Valley College honors lists
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211 IL Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.
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SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976 815-227-9594

1212 Currency Ct. 
Rochelle IL

We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE — Wan-
da F. Bresson, 73, passed 
away unexpectedly on 
Sunday, Jan. 30, 2022, 
at Rochelle Community 
Hospital. 

Mass of Christian 
Burial will be at 11 a.m. 
Feb. 4 in St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in West 
Brooklyn. Rev. Randy 
Fronek will officiate, and 
burial will follow in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery in West 
Brooklyn. Visitation will 
be in St. Mary’s Church 
from 10 a.m. until Mass. 
Wasmer Funeral Home 
is privileged to assist the 
family. 

Wanda was born June 
6, 1948 in Sikeston, 
Missouri to Samuel D. 
and Imogen (Johnson) 

Thomasson. She graduat-
ed Rochelle High School 
in 1966. Wanda married 
Donald Bresson on Oct. 5, 
1968 in DeKalb. During 
her work career she was 
with Rochelle Printing 
Company, was a greeter 
at Walmart and took care 
of their home. 

Wanda will be dearly 
missed by her husband 
Don of Ashton; three sons 
Michael (Heather) Bres-
son of Ashton, Joshua 
Bresson of Ashton and 
David (Jolene) Bresson of 
Rochelle; daughter Ann 
(Al) Acton of Jefferson 
City, Missouri; eight 
grandchildren Blaze, 
Amber, Storm, Jennelle, 
Tyler, Lizzy, Naomi and 
Esther and three great 

grandchildren Leighenna, 
Moses and Daisy. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, two 
brothers Eugene Thomas-
son and Ronnie Thomas-
son and granddaughter 
Isabelle. 

Memorials may be 
directed to the family. 
Condolences may be left 
at wasmerfuneralhome.
com.

ASHTON — Robert 
Edward Felix, Jr., 73, of 
Ashton went to be with 
our Lord on Jan. 27, 2022.  
Bob, as he was known, 
was born on Sept. 9, 1948, 
in Memphis, Tennessee, 
to Robert Edward Felix, 
Sr., and Francis (Ash-
brook) Felix. After grad-
uation from high school, 
Bob spent six years as 
an airplane mechanic for 
the United States Marine 
Corps. Upon leaving the 
Marines, Bob returned 
to Memphis to work for 
Schlitz Brewery before 
relocating to Rochelle, 
where he worked for 
Del Monte Corporation. 
Later, he worked for and 
retired from the Nestle 
Company in Franklin 
Park. He spent several 
years doing custodial 
work for AFC Schools 
after his retirement from 
Nestle.

Bob was quick-witted 
and had an excellent sense 
of humor. He thoroughly 
enjoyed teasing those he 
loved, but he picked on 
himself as well. Consid-
ering himself a southern 
man through and through, 
Bob gave himself the 
nickname “Hillbilly” due 
to his southern drawl that 
he never lost and his deep 
southern roots. He also 
liked the moniker “Light-
ning” bestowed on him by 
a coworker, even though 

Bob claimed he really 
had only two speeds: 
slow and stop. Bob liked 
telling stories and play-
ing practical jokes on 
unsuspecting “victims.”  
He often laughed the 
hardest at his own jokes; 
his eyes twinkled; his 
laugh echoed, and his 
entire body shook with 
delight at how funny he 
found himself. An avid 
outdoorsman, Bob en-
joyed target shooting and 
hunting, often accompa-
nied by friends and/or 
family. He spent a great 
deal of his spare time with 
his four-legged hunting 
companions; Bob’s dogs 
were always a big part of 
his life, and he consid-
ered them to be part of 
his family. Bob’s most 
cherished activity was 
talking to and bragging 
about his grandson Chase 
Brown or, as he called 
him, “Chase Brown the 
Rodeo Clown.”  They 
made many precious 
memories together.

Bob was predeceased 
by his parents Robert, 
Sr., and Francis. He is 
survived by his wife of 
39 years Loretta (Harvey) 
Felix; his children Wayne 
Felix of Sandford, Flor-
ida, Samantha (David) 
Brown of Rochelle and 
Theresa Shaw of Hill-
crest; his grandchildren 
Nicole and Megan Felix 

of Sandford, Florida, 
and Chase Brown of Ro-
chelle, as well as his most 
faithful companion Lit’l 
Bit.  Bob is also survived 
by his brother Jesse Felix 
of Ripley, Tennessee, and 
his sisters Ruth Hale of 
Madison, Wisconsin, and 
Mary of Mississippi.

The family would like 
to give a special thank 
you to the Ashton Rescue 
Squad and to the RNs 
and CNAs of the KSB 
Endoscopy Department.

Visitation will be held 
on Monday, Jan. 31, 2022 
from 4-8 p.m. at Bever-
age-Lyons Family Funer-
al Home, 601 Richardson 
Ave., Ashton, IL 61006. 
Graveside services will 
be held on Thursday, 
Feb. 3, 2022 at 2 p.m. 
at Ashton Cemetery in 
Ashton. Funeral arrange-
ments were entrusted to 
Beverage-Lyons Family 
Funeral Home. 

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.
com. 

R O C H E L L E  — 
George Washington Howe 
Jr., 86, of Rochelle passed 
away Thursday, Jan. 27 
at St. Anthony’s Hospital 
in Rockford. The son of 
George W. Howe and 
Lillian Yochum married 
Julie Ann Horton on July 1, 
1959. He was a veteran of 
the Navy and was a retired 
truck driver from Nestle. 
George liked to fish, loved 
talking to his children and 
grandchildren and spending 
time with his wife. 

George is preceded in 
death by his parents as well 
as his sons Clyde, Daniel 
and George.

He is survived by his 
wife, Julie, his sister Ida 
Hall, his children Pete 
(Cathy) of Poplar Grove, 
Joseph (Tonia) Howe, 
Kevin (Lori) Miller and 
his daughter-in-law Darcy 
Howe all from Rochelle. 
He is also survived by his 
eight grandchildren and 
11 great grandchildren, 
several nieces and nephews 

and his longtime family 
friends Mike and Becky 
Stombaugh. 

A celebration of life will 
be held late this spring. 

Obituaries

Wanda F. Bresson Robert Edward Felix Jr.

George Washington 
Howe Jr.

AVONDALE, Ariz. 
— I’m writing this to let 
you know that my dear, 
sweet Husband Richard 
Dale Kessen, passed away 
on January 27, 2022. He 
will be buried on Feb 9th 
in Avondale Arizona. 

Dick was born Janu-
ary 2, 1941 in Southern 
Illinois at home to Mr.& 
Mrs. John Henry & Mary 
Elizabeth Kessen. He 
was the youngest of eight 
children. He attended 
Catholic grade School in 
Rochelle and Sycamore 
IL. He graduated from 
High School in Syca-
more IL. He attended 
the University of Illinois; 
he broke his collar bone 
while playing Football 
and was on the team with 
Dick Butkus. 

He joined the Army 
Corps of Engineering 
and was sent to Vietnam. 
While there he struck 
his head on a trip-wire. 
Dick built runways for 

our United States Air 
Craft and did water puri-
fication in the jungles of 
Vietnam. During his years 
of service he was shot in 
the temple, had his teeth 
kicked out and breathed 
in poisonous chemicals 
in the jungles. 

Dick met JoAnn Pe-
suit of DeKalb upon 
returning from Military 
service. We were married 
three months later. Dick 
worked at Barber Green in 
DeKalb, IL and attended 
Jr College in Aurora IL. 
We had a beautiful daugh-
ter, Julliann Nannette on 
February 9, 1968. She was 
killed in 1986. 

Dick graduated with 
honors from Southern 
Illinois University where 
we lived at the time. From 
Aurora IL to Texas…we 
lived. 

Dick work for Tampo 
Manufacturing in San 
Antonio TX. He then 
worked with the C-5 

Richard Dale Kessen
Aircraft in Civil Service 
for the US Air Force at 
San Antonio & Warner 
Robbins Air Force Base 
in Georgia until he retired 
after 26 years of making 
sure that the C-5 aircraft 
was fixed in the air & 
landed safely anywhere in 
the world. Dick received 
many awards from the US 
Air Force in recognition 
of his work. After Dick 
retired he & I moved to 
Phoenix AZ. 

Dick coached football 
for 7th & 8th grade at 
St. Pius in San Antonio 
TX. He was President 
of the Appaloosa Horse 
Club in San Antonio 
TX, for many years. He 
loved Football, Sports 
and horses. 

We loved each other 
for 55 1/2 years. He lies 
beside our daughter in 
Avondale AZ Holy Cross 
Cemetery looking up at 
the Arizona blue skies. 

He is survived by his 
wife JoAnn Kessen, Sun 
City AZ. his Brother Rob-
ert Kessen, Sister-in-Law 
Caroline Kessen both of 
Rochelle, IL as well as 
many loving Nieces & 
Nephews. 

With all my Love… 
JoAnn Pesuit Kessen.

Read and 
Recycle
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Now is a great 
time to adopt a 

pet! Call  
Tails today!

Bama _______________
Sweet home Alabama must’ve been written for me, My name is Bama 
and I’m waiting for my forever home! I’m having a harder time finding a 
home and I’m starting to get really lonely without a family.. I’ve been on 
the search since August and I’m hoping my perfect match is just around 
the corner. Since I’ve been at Tails, I really have became a staff favorite. 
I mean I’m the most goodest boy! I would love to be your shadow 
and curl up on the couch with you. I can be a bit nervous at first, so a 
home without younger children would be ideal for me. I’m an absolute 
gentleman and I have such good looks! Give me a belly rub and we’ll 
be the best of friends! I’m very gentle when it comes to taking treats, 
I’m just a gentle giant in general. I absolutely love toys, I’m not picky 
by any means! I’m very food motivated, so learning new tricks should 
be a breeze of fun! I’m housetrained, but will just need some time to 
decompress and learn my new families routine. The lucky person who 
adopts me will have a great friend for years to come. My adoption fee 
has been sponsored in loving memory of a special dog named Liberty.
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
Yawning is contagious - even 

for dogs.  
Research shows that the 
sound of a human yawn 

can trigger one from your 
dog. And it’s four times 

as likely to happen when 
it’s the yawn of a person 

he knows.

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

From page 1

Williams said she did 
quite a bit of work over the 
phone with patients helping 
them to maintain problems 
and long-term issues they 
had and making sure they 
had the medications they 
needed. 

Williams moved her 
practice recently from her 
Carrie Avenue location to 
the RCH Family Health-
care Clinic as a way of 
downsizing and backing 
off and making sure that 
her patients had a place to 
go once she retired. She also 
made a decision at that point 
to not admit patients to the 
hospital. 

“I had the hospitalist do 
that if they needed to be,” 
Williams said. “I was not 
involved in inpatient care of 
COVID-19 patients. I can’t 
imagine how intense that 
was. I know how intense, 
but I did not experience it 
firsthand. And I have great 
respect for all of the nurses 
and the physicians who 
have taken care of those 
patients because it hasn’t 
been easy.”

During the pandemic, 
Williams spent time worry-
ing about patients who may 
have been deferring care 
due to fear of COVID-19 
infection. 

“A lot of people have 
delayed procedures,” Wil-
liams said. “Some not 
always because they want-
ed to, because they were 
forced to because hospitals 
could not provide them 
with the care. They were 
so heavily-involved in 
COVID-19 and worried 
about non-emergent patient 
exposure. It’s been difficult 
all around.”

When reflecting on the 
things she enjoyed most 
during her 41 years, Wil-
liams first mentioned ob-
stetrics and delivering ba-
bies at RCH. She also talked 
about being involved with 
Focus House as its medical 
director and working with 
the residents there. 

Williams recalled a near 
drowning at Spring Lake in 
1984. The patient was kept 
alive by the Rochelle Fire 
Department and he was 
brought to RCH and later 
transferred to Rockford and 
released 12 days later. 

“That same patient 
brought his mom in to see 
me for the last time recent-
ly,” Williams said. “He 
wanted to see me and thank 

WILLIAMS: Doctor 
reflects on 41-year career

me again for my participa-
tion in his episode. That was 
so wonderful to see that out-
come. I’ve had some other 
tragic things happen to 
patients that have ended up 
turning out with 
relatively good 
outcomes and 
we talk about 
those things pe-
riodically when 
I see them. I 
don’t  know 
that there’s any 
one thing I can 
bring to mind 
because there 
are so many. 
I’ll have a lot of 
things to think 
about over the 
years.”

W i l l i a m s 
plans to spend 
her retirement 
with family 
and pursuing 
projects that 
she hasn’t had 
time for over the 
years. She plans 
to continue liv-
ing in Rochelle. 

The physi-
cians at RCH’s 
Family Health-
care Clinic will 
be absorbing 
most of Wil-
liams’ patients. RCH will be 
recruiting someone to take 
her place in the future, she 
said. Williams said seeing 
her patients for the final 
time was difficult to do. 

“I had a few that made 
appointments just to come 
in and say goodbye,” Wil-
liams said. “My very last 
patient was my first recep-
tionist here. It was ironic. 

And she didn’t 
really even plan 
it that way ei-
ther. We start-
ed out together 
and we ended 
up ending here 
together.”

Wi l l i a m s 
said running 
a solo family 
practice for a 
small town isn’t 
for everyone, 
but it was for 
her. Some phy-
sicians don’t 
want to go to the 
grocery store in 
town and run 
into 15 of their 
patients. 

“I feel like 
because of the 
length of time, 
I’ve taken care 
of generations 
in the same 
families,” Wil-
liams said. “I 
feel like I’ve 
become a part 
of their fami-
ly and they’ve 

become a part of mine. I 
think it’s nice to be able to 
walk down an aisle or into 
a store and be able to say hi 
to someone and call them 
by name.”

Dr. Nancy Williams plans to spend her retirement 
with family and pursuing projects that she hasn’t had 
time for over the years.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

“My very 
last patient 
was my first 
receptionist 
here. It 
was ironic. 
And she 
didn’t really 
even plan 
it that way 
either. We 
started out 
together 
and we 
ended up 
ending 
here 
together.”

Dr. Nancy 
Williams

ROCHELLE — On 
Jan. 28 at 7:52 p.m. Cris-
tian Garcia, 28, of Ro-
chelle was arrested on two 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrants and transferred.

On Jan. 28 at 10:19 p.m. 
Brandi M. Mendoza, 49, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
battery. She was released 
on an I-Bond and given 
a March 4 Ogle County 
court date.

On Jan. 28 at 8:16 p.m. 
Jordan M. Miller, 26, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
failure to reduce speed to 
avoid an accident. She was 
released on an I-Bond and 
given a March 18 Rochelle 
court date.

On Jan. 29 at 2:30 a.m. 
Stevie R. Bozarth, 31, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 40 m.p.h. in a 
20-m.p.h. zone. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 18 

Rochelle court date.
On Jan. 29 at 1:40 p.m. 

Breyan R. Tucker, 21, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a March 18 
Rochelle court date.

On Jan. 29 at 3:16 p.m. 
April R. Walker, 44, of 
DeKalb was arrested on an 
outstanding DeKalb Coun-
ty warrant and transferred.

On Jan. 30 at 1:27 p.m. 
Kevin L. Staten, 32, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an outstanding DeKalb 
County warrant and trans-
ferred.

On Jan. 30 at 4:09 p.m. 
Franky L. Martinez, 44, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a March 18 
Rochelle court date.

On Jan. 31 at 10:35 a.m. 
Cady Ellen Haolland, 30, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
on an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant and trans-
ferred. 

On Jan. 31 at 1:44 p.m. 
Brandi N. Fletcher, 28, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an outstanding Ogle Coun-
ty warrant and transferred. 

On Jan. 31 at 2:12 p.m. 
Kate A. Litton, 39, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for vi-
olation of bond conditions 
and transferred. 

Rochelle Police Department

Five arrests made on 
outstanding county warrants

HILLCREST — Car-
olyn Marie Fleenor, 75, 
of Hillcrest, passed away 
Sunday, Jan. 30, at Manor 
Court of Liberty Village 
in Rochelle. Carolyn was 
born Nov. 2, 1946 in Chi-
cago, the daughter of Billie 
and Loretta (Blaszak) 
Nicholson. She married 
Harold Fleenor on May 
2, 1972 in Chicago.

Along with her hus-
band, Carolyn owned and 
operated Grubsteakers 
Restaurant for 20 years. 
Work and running the 
restaurant were very im-
portant to her but so was 
family. Her favorite job 
was being a grandma.

Carolyn is survived by 
her husband of almost 50 

years, Harold Fleenor, of 
Hillcrest; three daughters, 
Denise (Jay) Miller of 
Rochelle, Sophie (Kevin) 
Conway of Georgia, and 
Patricia (William) Jarett of 
Tennessee; 10 grandchil-
dren; three great-grand-
children; a brother, Randy 
(Doris) Nicholson; and a 
sister, Linda (Gary) Green. 

In addition to her par-
ents, Bill and Loretta 
Nicholson, Carolyn is 
preceded in death by a 
daughter, Roberta Flee-
nor, and a grandson, Tony 
Waters.

The funeral service 
will be held at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 5, at the Un-
ger-Horner Funeral Home 
in Rochelle with Pastor 

Duane Boehm officiating. 
Visitation will be from 11 
a.m. until the time of the 
service on Saturday at the 
funeral home. Cremation 
care will be provided after 
the services. Contributions 
in Carolyn’s memory may 
be directed to Unity Hos-
pice. Please visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign 
the online guest book. 

Obituaries

Carolyn Marie Fleenor

OREGON — On Jan. 
27, Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies responded to the 
area of Lake LaDonna 
for a report of suspicious 
activity. While in the 
area deputies located a 
suspicious vehicle and 
conducted a traffic stop on 
a black Dodge Durango. 
As a result of the stop, 
deputies arrested Brandon 
Miller, 28, of Oregon for 
possession of cannabis. 

Further investigation into 
Miller by deputies and 
detectives concluded that 
Miller was responsible for 
committing more than a 
dozen burglaries at Lake 
LaDonna and the Rock 
River Marina over the 
last month. Miller was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond. The investigation 
into these burglaries is 
ongoing.

Oregon man arrested for 
cannabis, string of burglaries

Brandon Miller

All suspects have a 
presumption of innocence 
until proven guilty.
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
Are you a Lottery player? What’s the most you’ve ever won on a scratch off ticket?

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Scott Reeder

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson 
Stephanie White 
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Tom 
McDermott

I mail letters to get results. 
This month, I noticed 

a leak under my kitchen 
counter and called a plumber. 
He told me how much it would 
cost and asked for payment in 
advance. Over the next week, 
plumbers visited our house mul-
tiple times but the project was 
never quite done.

My wife and I were 
sick of the continual visits 
without resolution. So, I 
went to the hardware store, 
bought some parts and fin-
ished the project myself. 

I then sent a letter to the 
CEO of the Collinsville-
based plumbing contractor 
relating our experience 
and asking to be reimbursed 
for the cost of the $23 in parts I 
purchased. He did me one better 
and mailed a $400 check com-
pensating me for the inconve-
nience of the multiple visits and 
my own labor.

My dad taught me about the 
power of letters many years ago. 
When he was a young farmer 
in the 1960s, railroad workers 
would clean out boxcars near 
our field. Swarms of rats would 
leave the trains and devour rows 
of our crops.

Dad went to the Galesburg 
Public Library and looked up 
the name and address of the 
CEO for the Burlington North-
ern railroad. He typed a letter 
explaining the problem and 
asked for it to stop.

The crews quit cleaning out 
the railcars at that spot and the 
rats disappeared. Sometimes 
you just need to ask. 

In July, I took my family on 
a trip. We arrived at the airport 
early but the person at the ticket 
counter was new and couldn’t 
quite figure out how to check 
our luggage. We stood at the 
counter for more than an hour 
and eventually missed our flight. 
We also were charged for 15 or 
20 bags when we only had five. 

We ended up driving from 
Springfield to O’Hare Inter-
national Airport to catch an 
alternate flight. I wrote a letter 
to the CEO of United Airlines 
explaining the situation and 
was reimbursed $3,000 for our 
trouble. 

In 2020, our two Labrador 
retrievers became violently ill 

after eating dog food. 
They were vomiting 
blood. My wife, a 
veterinarian, thought 
they could die. They 
ended up spending 
two nights in an in-
tensive care unit. We 
believe a toxin caused 
by mold was in the 

bag of dog food.
So, I sent a letter along with 

the vet bills to the CEO of a 
giant pet food company. They 
responded with a check for 
$3,000. 

These experiences happened 
in a little over a year and they 
illustrate the power of letter 
writing. 

Here are my rules on how to 
write a letter that gets results:

Aim high. Write the letter 
to someone with the power to 
solve your problem – and that 
usually isn’t anyone in customer 
service. I start with the CEO or 
owner of the company and let 
them delegate.

Always write a letter – not 
an email, text message or social 
media post. Send an honest to 
goodness epistle in an envelope 
adorned with a stamp. When it 
comes through the U.S. Mail, it 
is taken more seriously and is 
less likely to be ignored.

Stick to the facts and present 
them in a reasonable, non-emo-
tional manner. 

Never threaten legal action. 
If you do, the letter will be 
shuffled off to the legal depart-
ment where the jackals will use 
it to line their litter box. 

Bolster your case with sup-

porting evidence and attach 
corroborating documents such 
as receipts and medical records.

Make sure the letter is typed 
and the grammar and spelling 
are excellent.

I’d also suggest that one not 
only write letters to help them-
selves but to help others. Back 
in 2019, I upgraded my hearing 
aids to ones that are compatible 
with my cell phone. I offered 
the old ones to anyone in need 
and ended up giving them to a 
woman suffering a 50 percent 
hearing loss who cleans houses 
for a living and cares for her 
elderly mother. 

Unfortunately, the store 
where I bought them wanted to 
charge $650 to reprogram them 
for her to use. 

So, I sent a note to Benton-
ville, Ark., to one John Furner, 
the CEO of Sam’s Club. I 
explained my predicament and 
my desire to help someone. The 
next morning, I received a call 
from his assistant informing me 
they would waive the $650 fee 
and would provide a gift card 
to cover the cost of six months’ 
worth of batteries for the woman 
in need.

A well-placed, persuasive let-
ter can benefit many people. 

Also, I write letters to CEOs 
not just to complain but to 
praise when things go well. Last 
summer, a nurse at my doctor’s 
office really went out of her way 
to help my family through a 
predicament. I thanked her and 
sent a letter to Ed Curtis, CEO 
of Memorial Health System. 

He contacted her and praised 
her for her conscientious effort. 
For that nurse, I’m sure that let-
ter from the boss, carried more 
weight than anything I would 
have written.

Letters get results.

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for 
Illinois Times, can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

Letters get results

CAMP Grant was a mili-
tary base located on the 
south side of Rockford. 

For some, the only knowledge 
they have of Camp Grant is that 
Colonel Sherman Potter once 
held the record for swallowing 
22 goldfish (MASH season five, 
episode 17).

For the Rochelle area, Camp 
Grant provided labor for 
local farmers and indus-
try. That labor came in the 
form of German prison-
ers. The camp opened 
in 1917 and served as a 
training base for World 
War I soldiers. The camp 
received notoriety in 
1918 when the Spanish 
Flu ravaged the base. It 
is believed that 4,000 soldiers 
were infected and more than 
1,000 perished. The event was 
so devastating that the camp 
commander, Colonel Hagadorn, 
committed suicide.

Camp Grant closed in 1923 
and was later turned over to the 
Illinois National Guard. With the 
outbreak of World War II, the 
camp was re-activated in 1941. 
Camp records show that over 
100,000 medical personnel were 
trained at Camp Grant. Camp 
Grant also housed 2,500 German 
prisoners of war. 

The battle between Allied 
troops and Field Marshal Rom-
mel’s “Deutsches Afrika Korps” 
at Tunis ended in surrender by the 
German troops. Many of these 
soldiers were sent to Camp Grant 
to be imprisoned for the duration 
of the war. I am sure that there is 
no such thing as a great place to be 
imprisoned, but for the Germans at 
Camp Grant, life was far from the 
terror faced by many American 
prisoners of war. 

The Germans were allowed 
to work if they wanted to make 
money to purchase items at the 
camp’s PX (base store). Quaker 
Oats Company in Rockford was a 
union plant and the union voted to 
allow prisoners to work alongside 
its members. Sundstrand, Wood-
ward Governor, Barber Colman 
and Greenlee Tool utilized Ger-
man prisoners of war. 

DeKalb, Belvidere, Sycamore, 
Hampshire, Shabbona, Kirkland 
and Lanark employed Camp 
Grant prisoners. In the Rochelle 
area, Del Monte was a major 
employer. You may wonder, why 
would American companies hire 
enemy soldiers? The answer is 
simple, American male workers 
were at war. 

Food and supplies were urgent-
ly needed to support the war effort. 

Women and children entered the 
work force but more workers were 
needed. The German prisoners 
helped to fill the gap and provide 
much needed labor. 

This is not to say that there 
were not some cultural clashes. 
Germans like their bread dark and 
hard, Americans like their bread 
white and soft. Americans like 

sweet corn on the cob. 
The German prisoners 
considered corn on the 
cob to be hog feed. Corn 
on the cob they came to 
enjoy, white bread not 
so much. 

One major source of 
pride for Camp Grant 
is that there was never 
a prisoner escape. I am 

here to debate this claim. There 
was an escape and it happened in 
the Rochelle area. Reminiscent of 
an episode of “Hogan’s Heroes” 
here is the tale of Camp Grants 
Great Escape. 

It was May 1944, when Werner 
Friedrich and Herbert Zeh, two 
German prisoners of war, had 
been working with about 500 
other prisoners harvesting the 
asparagus crop. Friedrich and 
Zeh both had been captured in 
North Africa as part of Rommel’s 
Afrika Korps. 

The two crafty prisoners turned 
their shirts inside out hiding the 
PW lettering. When the overseers 
were not watching, Friedrich and 
Zeh made their break. Now the 
two Germans had not thought 
out the differences between the 
United States and Europe, they 
only had a minimal mastery of 
the English language and it is a 
long way across America to get to 
any country friendly to Germany. 

As the sun set and the mosqui-
tos began to bite, the two weary 
warriors saw the error of their 
ways. They tapped on a window 
at the John Behrends farmhouse 
just southwest of Rochelle and 
surrendered. 

Mr. And Mrs. Behrends ac-
cepted the surrender and notified 
Sheriff William Hungerford. The 
Sheriff collected the wayward 
soldiers and by 10:30 that eve-
ning the boys were safely back 
at Camp Grant. 

When the war ended, Camp 
Grant closed for good. Today por-
tions of the camp are included in 
the property owned by Rockford 
Airport and the Seth Atwood Park. 
A small museum still exists and is 
worth the trip if you are in the area.      

Tom McDermott is a Flagg 
Township Museum historian and 
Rochelle city councilman.

Camp Grant and 
German prisoners

“Years ago I would take my elderly 
neighbor to ‘scratch tickets’ and one 
time he won $10,000!”

Lori Helfrich Miller

“Yup and $20.”
Tyler Isham

“The lottery is just a voluntary tax 
for people who don’t do math.”

Dan Sergeant

“$100”
Lisa Bolhous
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Jan. 6 - Dwayne Rangel, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 7 - Paul J. O’Rorke Jr., Steward, $25

Jan. 8 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Jan. 9 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $50

Jan. 10 - Martha A. Reed, Steward, $25

Jan. 11 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Jan. 12 -  Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Jan. 13 - Diane Wegener, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 14 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Jan. 15 - From the Heart, $25

Jan. 16 - Kathy Windland, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 17 - Karen Cech, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 18 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Jan. 19 - Kim Dewey, Davis Junction, $25

Jan. 20 - Evan Tracy, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 21 - From the Heart, $25

Jan. 22 - Shaun D. Schaefers, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 23 - Sherri Drew, Mt. Morris, $50

Jan. 24 - Denny Arjes, Village of Progress, $25

Jan. 25 - Natalie Campbell, Sandwich, $25

Jan. 26 - Diane Sanders, Dixon, $25

Jan. 27 - Tyler Post, Somonauk, $25

Jan. 28 - Pam Payne, Amboy, $25

Jan. 29 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Jan. 30 - Amy Hayden, Rochelle, $50 

Jan. 31 - Michael Martinez, Cortland, $25

Feb. 1 - James Jakymiw, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 2 - Susan Stover, Rochelle, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Feb. 2

Domingo Mancilla
Feb. 5

Hazel Nieves
Feb. 7

Lydia Sherburne
Alex Bonilla

Feb. 8
Kaiyah Hayward

Feb. 10
Gene & Judy Messer

Feb. 11
Darrell Bolhous

Feb. 12
Jennifer Curtis

Feb. 13
Gabby Villalobos

Feb. 16
Larry Baker

Feb. 18
Sam & Jessica South

Feb. 20
Christian Losoya

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Anna Sexton

Feb. 6 -(Sunday Brunch) -Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Meat 
and Cheese Omelet, Oatmeal 
**All menus are subject to change. 

If you would like to check before coming out, please call us 
at 815-561-9074 as we will put the menu on the answering 
machine.  www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

OREGON — Car 
magnets, measuring five 
inches wide by three 
inches tall, are for sale 
at  the Ogle County 
Sheriff ’s Office, 202 
S. 1st St in Oregon. All 
proceeds go to the Most 
family. The magnets cost 
$10 each and were do-
nated by Mel’s Custom 
Graphics.

On Jan. 1st, 2022 Am-
ber Most, wife of Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Detec-
tive Kevin Most, sud-
denly became ill. Over 
the following two weeks, 
Amber underwent  a 
series of tests and was 

ultimately diagnosed 
with stage 4 metastatic 
cancer. Amber, Kevin, 
and their seven-year-old 

daughter, Addi, have a 
long road ahead. The 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office is raising money 

to help cover medical 
costs and is also taking 
entries for a raffle with 
various prizes. 

Car magnets available to 
benefit Most family

This snow sculpture of an angel has 
been occupying the downtown  
gazebo recently. It was made my 
local sculptor Fran Volz. 

Snow sculpture occupies 
downtown gazebo
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Seeking runners

An Ogle County running 

crew is expanding and is 

seeking new members. 

See page 8
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BY BRAD JENNINGS

OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

OREGON – A member of the Ogle County 

Board has suggested the body reduce its size 

from the current 24 members down to 16.

At the regular board meeting on Jan. 21, 

Bruce McKinney, who represents Rochelle on 

the board, said the county currently has eight 

districts with three people elected from each 

district to the board. During a presentation, he 

suggested lowering the number.

“What I would like to see is us go from eight 

districts to 16,” he said, adding that only one 

person would be elected to the board from each 

district.
He said the goal would be to eliminate mul-

tiple board members who serve the same area.

“This isn’t anything unusual,” he said of the 

change.
For example, Winnebago County has 20 

board members, with one person elected from 

20 districts. The number of board members in 

area counties varies, from nine in Carroll County 

to 24 in DeKalb County.

“I think it would be better representation on the 

County Board for Ogle County,” McKinney said.

Board member Kimberly Whalen asked what 

would happen to committee assignments if the 

number of board members was reduced. She said 

that might put more pressure on board members 

to fill out committees.

McKinney said that some may have to add 

another committee to their workload, but the 

county could also look at combining some 

committees.
See BOARD page 4

County board talks downsizing

The Ogle County Board (top) discusses 

a presentation by Board member  Bruce 

McKinney, above, to reduce the number 

of members from 24 to 16. 

815.562.5571

central-bank.com

Our Central focus is YOU!
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03

20
19

815-562-8787
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01262020
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(PHOTOS BY BRAD JENNINGS)

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – An open house was 

held in the Rochelle Community Hospital 

cafeteria Thursday afternoon to welcome 

the hospital’s new CEO. 

On Thursday from 2 to 4 p.m., the 

public had an opportunity to come enjoy 

snacks and refreshments and meet Gregg 

Olson, the new CEO, as well as his wife, 

Denise. Olson was previously CEO for 

the hospital from 1997 to 2007 but then 

moved onto a different position for the 

last 13 years. 

The job opening comes after Mark 

Batty, the former CEO of seven years 

left the hospital to take another position. 

Olson says that a lot has changed in 

the last 13 years, but he is very glad to 

be back home. 

“The organization has changed since 

the last time I was here and so have I 

as an individual, so I need to speak to 

the people who have been here all this 

time and listen to better understand the 

organization,” explained Olson. “For 

me it is like coming back home, I had 

a great experience my first time here 

and I expect to have the same success 

the second.”

Olson’s first day back as the CEO of 

the hospital was Monday, Jan. 13.

He says that his managing style is not 

to come in and just start making changes 

right away, but to do a lot of listening 

and speaking to the people who have 

been here the last 13 years. This will help 

him understand where the organization 

is currently, to help create strategies to 

where to best move into the future. 

Olson says both the staff and the 

community is what makes the hospital 

the organization it is today. 

“We have a great group of employees, 

board members and volunteers, I am just 

thrilled to be back and be part of such a 

great organization,” added Olson. “The 

people of Rochelle really make this area 

a very special place, you don’t find that 

in every organization and I have found 

it here in Rochelle.”

Welcome back
Olson returns to CEO position at hospital

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

A Rochelle 

Township 

High School 

student and member of 

the Rochelle Boy Scout 

Troop 553, chartered by 

the masonic lodge, has 

recently achieved the 

highest possible rank of 

Eagle Scout.

CJ Sedlock, a senior 

at Rochelle Township 

High School, has been 

involved in Scouts ever 

since he was a little kid. 

He joined the Byron Cub 

Scout pack as a Tiger 

Scout, which is one of 

the first ranks in the 

organization. 

CJ’s parents were 

responsible for first in-

troducing him to scouts. 

“My wife and I are the 

ones who started him on 

his scouting path,” said 

Christopher Sedlock, 

CJ’s father and current 

troop scout master. “I 

was involved in scouts 

when I was younger and 

when he first started out 

as a Tiger, I was his den 

leader.”
Christopher was also 

involved in scouts when 

he was younger, but did 

not make it all the way to 

Eagle Scout. 

See SCOUT page 4

Achieving rank

CJ Sedlock achieved the highest rank of Eagle Scout.

Returning CEO for Rochelle Community Hospital, Gregg Olson, and his wife, De-

nise, talk to community members who stopped by the special open house held in 

the hospital cafeteria Thursday afternoon.
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. The Rochelle Fire Department 

received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.“We looked all around the 

building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. The fire started in the upstairs 

apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. Two individuals will have to 

be displaced due to damages to 
the property. Assisting the Rochelle Fire 

Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGESSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-struction on the new recre-ation center at Helms South remains on schedule as the $14 million project inches toward its targeted Septem-ber 2020 completion.Megan Simon, proj-ect manager at Ringland-Johnson Construction, ad-dressed the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners during its monthly meeting at Rochelle City Hall on Monday. Simon revealed that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-ning soon after. Simon also said that 

work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-ers will leave an opening 

on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first round of the IDPH permit-ting process,” Simon said. “We submitted our swim-ming pool drawings to the IDPH in October and we got their comments back last week… We’ll be continu-ing outside and hopefully getting dried in on the swim-ming pool, community center and fieldhouse. We’ll then be prepping to get some temporary power out there so we can start working inside, and we’ll be pouring slabs by April and working on interior walls.”
See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.Duval talked about his 36 

years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.Principal reportFollowing the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.The RTHS freshman class 

seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.“The counselors are in one 

of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.He also explained plans 

to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.One of the activities the 

school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. Superintendent reportBoard members accepted 

the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.“Our budget is set at $15.7 

million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.Following an executive 

session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.The February meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out two tenants

Plans official for Duval’s retirementBoard hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 

in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 

an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 

to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 

experienced smoke and water damage.
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PFEIFFER: Fresh market open for business in Ashton
From page 1

She said it gives them 
a sense of satisfaction 
that they’re actually doing 
something worthwhile and 
helping people. 

Dennis said there ar-
en’t other businesses like 
Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Mar-
ket in the area that he 
knows of. He read about 
similar businesses in cen-
tral and southern Illinois 
that helped with a blueprint 
for the business. When the 
couple worked with the 
health department ahead 
of opening, Edith said it 
was tough to find another 
business to compare it to. 

The Pfeiffers called the 
community’s support since 
opening “overwhelming.” 
They had an open house 
last August and expected 
around 200 people to 
attend. 

“We must’ve had 700 
people here,” Dennis said. 
“We weren’t prepared for 
that big of a turnout. I was 
kind of embarrassed a little 
bit that we weren’t pre-
pared. We offered food and 
stuff. We ran out of some 
things. We’ll have the same 
event this year and this year, 
we’ll be prepared.”

Edith said customers 
have thanked her for having 
local products at a reason-
able price and giving them 
an alternative to big box 
stores. 

“Customers know it’s 
local, plus they know it’s 

fresh,” Dennis said. “It 
hasn’t been in the cooler 
for a month or two. It’s no 
more than 2-3 weeks old. 
When you go into those 
bigger stores, you don’t 
know how old the meat 
is. You don’t know where 
it came from or what it’s 
really been fed.”

Dennis believes the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
likely changed the farming 
industry for good. He be-
lieves small butcher shops 
will be kept busier because 
people are more concerned 
about where their food 
comes from. 

The Pfeiffers take their 
cattle to a butcher shop 
where they’re processed 
and packaged and ready 
to come back. They sell 
individual cuts along with 
quarters, halves, wholes 
and meat bundles.

“We’re cutting out quite 
a bunch of middle men 
that a store would have,” 
Dennis said. “ I take them 
to the butcher and bring 
them back myself in a truck 
and trailer. When you have 
the support you have, when 
people come in and you 
thank them for buying a 
quarter or half and they turn 
around and say, ‘No, thank 
you for doing this.’ That’s 
kind of pleasing, too.”

The Pfeiffers said they 
never saw themselves 
selling their own products 
to customers, especially at 
their age. But they always 
thought it would be neat. 

Local couple Dennis and Edith Pfeiffer called the community’s support since opening “overwhelming.” They had an open house last August and expected around 200 
people to attend. Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market is located at 2511 Reynolds Road in Ashton.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Once they got into it, there 
was no turning back. They 
wouldn’t want to go back 
to doing business the way 
they did before. 

Edith said she’s en-

joyed helping other area 
producers by offering 
their products in the shop. 
They’ve had FFA students 
sell things like flower 
bouquets, sweet corn and 

popcorn. 
“We’re trying to help 

those younger kids along 
and we have other area 
people that sell elderberry 
juice or honey,” Edith said. 

“We try to bring them in 
and give them a chance 
to sell their product too. 
We’re trying to make it not 
just us, but other people to 
help them out as well.”
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SPORTS BATTLE OF THE PLAINS 
 
The Rochelle Wrestling Club competed in 
the 2022 Battle of the Plains recently. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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RTHS Boys Basketball

RTHS Cheerleading

Lady Hubs conclude competitive season at IHSA Peoria Sectional meet
The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity cheerleading team participated in the IHSA Peoria Sectional on Saturday, finishing 11th out of 18 teams in the Medium Division with a 
score of 75.93. The varsity team includes Liberty Hayes, Ava Lynn, Riley White, Morgan Smardo, Ellie Carmichael, Lauryn Akey, Megan Thompson (front row), Jasmynn 

Lipscomb, Baylie Sutton, Marisa Whaley, Ava Albers, Rivers Estock, Rylee Jackson, Abbey Jarvis and head coach Trish Rodeghero (back row).

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Hub shooters shine
Brown sinks seven 3-pointers as Rochelle wins Plano rematch 69-54

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Pla-
no tried its hardest to 
slow down the Rochelle 
Hub varsity basketball 
team during Monday’s 
Interstate 8 Conference 
rematch. But the Reapers 
were unable to keep pace 
with the Hubs, who caught 
fire from distance in the 
second half and cruised 
to a 69-54 victory. 

With senior Ryan Sim-
mons initiating most of 
the offense from the point 
guard position, seniors 
Adam Kemp and Noah 
Brown created havoc from 
3-point range, with Brown 
draining four of his team-
high seven triples in the 
second half to finish with 
a team-leading 23 points. 
Kemp, who scored 13 
points on Monday, drilled 
one triple in each of the last 
three quarters for the Hubs, 
who saw their five-point 
lead in the third quarter 
balloon far into double 
digits down the stretch.

“When Ryan’s bringing 
the ball up the court and 
he’s getting downhill, I can 
get ready on the wings and 
knock down shots,” Kemp 
said. “I feel like it’s work-
ing out really well. It’s a 
huge confidence booster 
for us and it raises the 

energy in the gym when 
we’re hitting shots. We 
see all of our fans going 
crazy and we know that 
and confidence is a big part 
of basketball. We have to 
stay locked in and continue 
having good practices so 
we can get ready for Ot-
tawa on Friday.”

After falling 78-60 
against Rochelle on Fri-
day, Plano arrived for the 
rematch looking to slow 
the Hubs down, running 
several long offensive sets 
that took 30-plus seconds 
off the game clock. The 
Reapers successfully ex-
ecuted their strategy early, 
leading 8-7 after the first 
quarter. But Brown kick-
started the Hub offense in 
the second quarter, hitting 
two isolation 3-pointers 
and scoring on a stolen 
inbounds pass to give 
control of the Interstate 8 
rematch back to Rochelle.

“We were locked in on 
defense and that was what 
kept us in the game during 
the first half,” Brown said. 
“Our defense has come to-
gether really well over the 
last few games and we’re 
learning how to correctly 
play weak-side defense. I 
think that’s been a huge 
adjustment for us.”

Leading 25-16 after the 
first half, Rochelle (15-9, 
9-2 Interstate 8) overcame 

Plano’s slow pace and 
cracked the game open 
from 3-point range, with 
four players including 
sophomore Eli Luxton 
and junior David Gerber 
hitting triples from dif-
ferent spots on the floor. 
Defensively, Rochelle’s 
aggressive man-to-man 
approach helped contain 
Plano’s Josh Padilla, who 
struggled to find driv-
ing lanes after creating 
problems for the Hubs in 
Friday’s matchup.

Despite a valiant effort 
from Reaper senior Mason 
Accidentale, who finished 
with a game-high 25 points 
including 15 points during 
the second half, Rochelle 
grew its lead to as many as 
19 points during the fourth 
quarter, where Brown bur-
ied three long-range triples 
to cap off an excellent 
shooting performance. 
The Hubs are now 10-1 
over their last 11 games 
in 2022.

“It’s a huge confidence 
booster when I’m knock-
ing down those shots, but 
more importantly, it boosts 
the confidence of my team-
mates too,” Brown said. “ 
The gym got loud and our 
tempo was really good 
tonight. Friday’s game 
against Ottawa will be one 
of our biggest games of the 
season and it’s going to be 

Senior Noah Brown tunes out the Plano bench and prepares a shot over defender 
Mason Accidentale during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

one of our toughest games 
of the season before the 
regional.”

Morris
Slam dunks have be-

come a regular occurrence 
during Rochelle Hub var-
sity basketball games over 

the last several games. 
Seniors Ryan Simmons 
and Tanner Lager each 
threw one down when the 
Hubs hosted an Interstate 
8 matchup against Morris 
on Saturday.

Despite facing Plano 
on the road Friday eve-

ning, Rochelle showed no 
signs of fatigue Saturday 
afternoon, taking the court 
less than 24 hours after 
beating the Reapers and 
dominating the Redskins 
67-39 at home. 

See HUBS page 8
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S
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Hwy 251 North (221 Powers Road)
1 Mile North of Rochelle in Hillcrest

(815) 562-2465

FREE
LOCAL 

PICKUP & 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE

H
S

20
15

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am

Call us for a ride: 815-562-5050
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Abbey

Jarvis

Year: Freshman

Sport: Cheerleading

Zoe

White

Year: Freshman

Sport: Cheerleading

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Five years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: The friendships I’ve made 

and the bond I have with the girls.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: Math because it makes 

sense to me.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Gabi Fuller because she’s 

really good at what she does.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My brother because he’s 

been through a lot and he always 
finds the good in everything.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be a lawyer because I’m 

pretty good at arguing.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Hawaii because it’s so 

far away, it’s so pretty and it’s 
so different.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: The teachers are really 
understanding and we’re 

supporting our school while 
also having fun.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Five years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Learning new skills and 

spending time with my friends.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: Agriculture because 

I love my teacher.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Gabi Fuller because she 

really shows the hard work that 
goes into the sport.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: Morgan Schabacker because 

I watched her cheer all four years 
of high school and that’s what I 

want to do. I look up to her.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be an NICU nurse or 

work in intensive care because I 
want to help people and I think it 

would be interesting.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: The Bahamas so I could swim 

with the pigs.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Working with so many 
different people and the 
opportunities we have.
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SPORTS
Rochelle Wrestling Club

Junior Hubs compete at Battle of the Plains
Three Rochelle grapplers take home first-place individual awards

Braxton Rosenthal shows off his bracket poster and first-place axe from the 2022 
Battle of the Plains tournament in Plainfield on Jan. 23.

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Johnson, Navejas take home awards from Stillman Valley IKWF Preview event
Rochelle Wrestling Club competitiors Samuel Navejas (left) and Zachary Johnson (right) participated in the 2022 IKWF State Series Preview tournament in Stillman 

Valley on Sunday. Navejas took third in the 104-pound Novice Division bracket, while Johnson finished second in the 100-pound Novice Division bracket.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

PLAINFIELD — The 
Rochelle Wrestling Club 
sent 12 competitors to the 
Battle of the Plains in Plain-
field on Sunday, Jan. 23. 
Three Rochelle wrestlers 
brought home first-place 
awards in the tournament.

Elias Andronic took first 
in the 43-44 Tots Division 
bracket with a 3-0 record. 
Andronic scored an 11-10 
decision against Wilming-
ton’s Jacob Deane before 
pinning Oak Forest’s Mi-
chael Pell in the second 
round. Andronic faced 
Joliet’s Karmelo Harris in 
the third round, winning 
by 6-4 decision to earn the 
championship.

Nehemiah Andronic 
placed first in the 57-58 Tots 
Division bracket with a 3-0 
record. Andronic earned a 
12-3 major decision against 
New Lenox’s Cameron Ga-
gan before pinning Wilm-
ington’s Zayden Palmer in 
the second round. Andronic 
then defeated Lombard’s 
Thomas Jennings by 14-3 

major decision for the title.
Braxton Rosenthal 

finished first in the 55-
58 Intermediate Division 
bracket with a 3-0 record. 
Rosenthal outlasted Whea-
ton’s Jordan Reitz by 6-4 
sudden victory and beat 
Sandwich’s Keira Villago-
mez by 13-3 major deci-
sion afterward. Rosenthal 
topped Oak Forest’s Molly 
Rzab by 6-5 decision in the 
third round.

Elliot Huff took second 
in the 52-53 Tots Division 
bracket with a 2-1 record. 
Huff took down Wilm-
ington’s Jenna Alsbury 
and Kankakee’s Jayden 
Schrempf with pins before 
falling to New Lenox’s 
Camden Fitzgerald. 

Chase Marruffo placed 
second in the 59-60 Bantam 
Division bracket with a 2-1 
record. Marruffo pinned 
Aurora’s Landen Robert-
son in the first round be-
fore falling to Kankakee’s 
Jaxton Zirkle in the second 
round. Marruffo finished 

strong, defeating Plano’s 
Aiden Hernandez with an 
11-2 major decision in the 
third round.

Dominic Escatel fin-
ished second in the 64-66 
Bantam Division bracket 
with a 2-1 record. Esca-
tel scored back-to-back 
pins against New Lenox’s 
Colvin Dimmick and Mi-
nooka’s Caleb Weaver over 
the first two rounds of the 
tournament. Escatel came 
just short in a 5-2 decision 
loss against Sheridan’s 
Austin Villarreal.

Garrett Miller took sec-
ond in the 102-114 Inter-
mediate Division with a 2-1 
record. Miller fell against 
Joliet’s Jeremiah McDon-
ald before scoring pins 
against Lombard’s Easton 
Stazak and Bartlett’s Jerry 
Klein.

Samuel Navejas placed 
second in the 105-107 Nov-
ice Division bracket with a 
3-1 record. Navejas lost by 
12-3 major decision against 
Joliet’s Jmoni Fleming-

Plane before earning three 
consecutive victories over 
Wheaton’s Vince LaFido, 
New Lenox’s Declan Fen-
nessy and Oswego’s Leila 

Irizarry.
Three Rochelle wres-

tlers finished fourth in 
their respective brackets 
including Zachary John-

son, Rowen Villalobos 
and Benjamin Navejas. 
Tony Milburn took fifth in 
the 96-97 Senior Division 
bracket.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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1140 N. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL

815-561-2337

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
815.562.5571

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com

firststatebank.biz

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER

Liberty Village Liberty Village 
of Rochelleof Rochelle

400 N. 15th St.
Rochelle IL 61068 

815-562-1250

200 S. Steward Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

815-562-8787
JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

John Vandre, Associate
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan
1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563 
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
233 IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank

Graber Financial Group 
Sam Graber
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

B&W Appliance Repair LLC
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253

 
Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOTEL & TRAVEL
Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994
ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

PEST CONTROL
Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Lifeworks Photography
6342 South Westwood Ave.
Rochelle IL 61068

PRINTING AND/OR WEB DESIGN  
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. Hwy 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771

TIRES
Browns Tire Service Inc.
311 N 7th St,
815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

Rocky’s Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Pickin’ Station
708 Lincoln Ave.
815.562.7915

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village of Rochelle
2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

 

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2456
fnclaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

 
 
 

COUNSELING
Braden Counseling
2600 DeKalb Ave, Suite 3
Sycamore IL 60178

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

 
Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576 • restauranttecarochelle.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
Rochelle IL 61068

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz
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Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

B&W Appliance Repair LLC
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253

 
Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOTEL & TRAVEL
Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994
ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

PEST CONTROL
Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Lifeworks Photography
6342 South Westwood Ave.
Rochelle IL 61068

PRINTING AND/OR WEB DESIGN  
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. Hwy 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771

TIRES
Browns Tire Service Inc.
311 N 7th St,
815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

Rocky’s Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Pickin’ Station
708 Lincoln Ave.
815.562.7915

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village of Rochelle
2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

 

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2456
fnclaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

 
 
 

COUNSELING
Braden Counseling
2600 DeKalb Ave, Suite 3
Sycamore IL 60178

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

 
Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576 • restauranttecarochelle.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
Rochelle IL 61068

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY
IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2021
ESTATE )P 79
OF )  
ALICE M. )
LEANDER, )
Deceased. ) 
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of ALICE M. 
LEANDER, of Rochelle, 
Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued 
on October 29, 2021, 
to LAWRENCE D. 
KOEHLER, whose 
address is 207 E. 
Monroe Street, 
Jackson, MO 63755, 
and whose attorneys 
are Fearer, Nye & 
Chadwick, 420 4th 
Avenue, PO Box 117, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than July 23, 
2022, and any claim not 
filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the 
representative and to 
the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for LAWRENCE D. 
KOEHLER, Executor of 
the Estate of ALICE M. 
LEANDER, deceased
No. 0124 (Jan. 26, Feb. 
2, 9)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

1940’s Vanity with 
Large Mirror $150 
Please Call (815) 734-
6597 (2-6-22)

Breaking up my electric 
train sets for sale. 3 HO 
Gauge includes a Coca-
Cola 2004 Holiday 
Edition. 3 0-27 gauge 
includes Coca-Cola 
Limited Edition. Please 
call (815) 562-2582 and 
leave a message. 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015
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ON THE FARM

Avoid Down Times

TIRE SERVICE
311 N. 7th St., Rochelle

562-4644
Travis Brown, Owner

Auto | Truck | Tractor
• On The Farm Service

• New & Used Tires
• Wheel Balancing

01052021

FROM LAND...

...to lawn

1030 S. 7th St
Rochelle, IL 61068

1-800-262-1680

340 N. Metcalf Ave
Amboy, IL 61310
1-800-957-2513

FEW, if any, as-
pects of life in 
the 21st century 

have not been touched 
by technology. Advance-
ments in technology have 
affected everything from 
the way students learn 
in the classroom to how 
senior citizens connect 
with their grandchildren. 
Technological advance-
ments also have left their 
mark on industry, includ-
ing the agricultural sector.

Modern agriculture 
bears some similarities 
to farming of past eras. 
Technology has affected 
the agricultural sector for 
centuries, and modern 
farmers know that’s no 
different today. One of 
the more recent develop-
ments in the agricultural 
sector is the rise of preci-
sion agriculture, a farm-
ing management concept 
that can pay dividends for 
generations to come.

Precision agriculture 
(PA) is rooted in improv-
ing crop yields through the 
utilization of technology. 
PA is designed to help 

the agricultural sector 
maximize resources and 
improve yields and the 
quality of crops. That’s a 
critically important func-
tion as the world popula-
tion continues to grow 
and the demand for food 
increases as a result.

Sensors are a prime 
example of PA technol-
ogy that helps make farms 
more efficient and produc-
tive. Sensors serve vari-
ous functions by helping 
farmers gather data on 
the availability of wa-
ter in soil, the level of 
compaction in soil, leaf 
temperature, insect and 
disease infestation, and 
other areas.

Weather modeling is 
another component of 
PA that can help farms 
be more cost-effective 
and efficient. Whereas 
in years past many farms 
would need to manually 
assess certain variables 
to determine when to 
harvest, weather modeling 
technology has enabled 
some farmers to generate 
remote readings, saving 

Explaining precision agriculture

time and money.
Each situation is unique, 

but the principles of PA 
can help farmers acess a 
wealth of information. It 
might have been possible 
to access such information 

in the past, but PA has sped 
up the process and made it 
more hands-off, allowing 
farmers to save both time 
and money. PA technology 
can help farmers maintain 
accurate records of their 

farms; inform their deci-
sions; make it easier to 
detect and identify prob-
lems, sometimes before 
they escalate into larger 
issues; and avoid poten-
tially costly mistakes.

Technology has left no 
industry untouched. The 
growth of precision agri-
culture is a testament to the 
influence that technology 
is having on a vital sector 
of the global economy.

CO N S U M E R 
demand drives 
changes in in-

dustry, and the agricul-
tural sector is no exception. 
Consumer demands for 
improved animal welfare 
have led to changes in 
the livestock sector, and 
various technologies have 
been developed and are 
in development to help 
this particular segment of 
the agricultural industry 
thrive.

According to the Ani-
mal AgTech Innovation 
Summit, various startups 
have developed technolo-
gies that can make the 
livestock industry more 

sustainable and efficient.
The Israeli firm Ar-

menta has developed a 
non-antibiotic treatment 
for bovine mastitis that 
utilizes acoustic pulse 
technology. The treatment 
has a 70 percent cure rate.

Another firm working 
to treat livestock is the 
United States-based Gen-
eral Probiotics. Animal 
AgTech reports that Gen-
eral Probiotics develops 
cellbots and antimicrobial 
probiotics that eliminate 
harmful pathogens in live-
stock. That can reduce 
dependency on antibiotics 
and make food production 
safer.

Advancements in livestock technology
Faromatics, a firm 

based in Spain, has com-
bined robotics, artificial 
intelligence and big data 
to improve animal welfare 
and farm productivity. 
One Faromatics product 
utilizes a robot suspended 
from a ceiling to monitor 
certain variables, includ-
ing equipment function 
and health and welfare, 
that affect broiler chick-
ens.

The American firm 
Swinetech utilizes voice 
recognition and computer 
vision technology in its 
SmartGuard product to 
prevent piglet deaths from 
crushing and starvation. 
The product also makes it 
possible to track and facili-
tate obstetrical assistance.

Based in Uganda, Jag-
uza Tech has developed 
a livestock management 
system that utilizes sen-
sors, data science and ma-
chine learning to improve 
the efficiency, produc-
tivity and sustainability 
of modern farm opera-
tions. Farmers can utilize 
Jaguza to perform a host 
of functions, including 
monitoring their animals’ 
health and identifying 
their livestock.

The Netherlands-based 
H2Oalert is a water control 
management system that 
checks the quality and 
quantity of cattle drinking 
water in real time. The 
management system also 

checks for pollution and 
malfunctions in the water 
supply.

Livestock technology 

continues to advance, and 
firms across the globe are 
developing new products 
and platforms to help 

livestock farmers make 
their operations more ef-
ficient, sustainable and 
productive.
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SPORTS
is the permanent,

clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY
• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR HOME

815-673-7532
Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 2/28/22. All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation
will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per
household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married
or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past
12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard
may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-
cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class USMail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form
provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden
Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer ends 2/28/22.

WITH FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!†

RECEIVE A $50RECEIVE A $50
DARDEN GIFT CARDDARDEN GIFT CARD

INSTALLATION*INSTALLATION*

$99$99
Benjamin Morris shows off his medal from the Parker 
Youth Tournament in Janesville on Sunday.

Rochelle Wrestling Club

Junior Hubs scrap at 
Janesville tournament

Andronic, Miller earn bracket titles

(COURTESY PHOTO)

JANESVILLE, Wisc. 
— Eight members of the 
Rochelle Wrestling Club 
battled in the Parker Youth 
Tournament on Sunday. 
Two Rochelle wrestlers 
brought home first-place 
awards from the out-of-
state event.

Elias Andronic finished 
first in the 43-45 Kinder-
garten bracket with a 4-0 
record. Andronic won by 
fall over North Boone’s 
Thorin Anderson and Or-
fordville’s Rylee Huffman 
before scoring a 10-1 ma-
jor decision against John-
sburg’s George Vingan. 
Andronic beat Stockton’s 
Brigson Decker by 10-4 
decision for the title.

Garrett Miller placed 
first in the 112-113 3-4 
Grade bracket with a 3-0 
record. Miller received 
two forfeits in the tour-
nament but scored a 13-0 
major decision shutout 
victory against Fort Atkin-
son’s Jackson Rockwood.

Chase Marruffo took 
third in the 59-60 1-2 
Grade bracket with a 2-2 
record. Marruffo opened 
the tournament with a fall 
over Brodhead’s Quen-
tin Lewis-Usher and a 
15-0 technical fall against 
North Boone’s Dennis 
Wold before losing against 
McFarland’s Raine Voeck 
and Milton’s Kaleb Wal-
lisch.

Ben jamin  Mor r i s 
placed third in the 119-
128 5-6 Grade bracket 
with a 2-2 record. After 
falling against Janesville’s 
Eli Demrow and Monroe’s 
Patrick Harms, Morris 

bounced back with a vic-
tory by 6-0 decision over 
Evansville’s Jonathon Mc-
Carthy and a fall victory 
against Delavan’s Chase 
Nieuwenhuis.

Nehemiah Andronic 
finished fourth in the 53-57 
1-2 Grade bracket, earn-
ing one fall victory over 
Machesney Park’s Adam 
Larsen. Braxton Rosenthal 

took fourth in the 51-56 3-4 
Grade bracket, scoring one 
15-0 technical fall against 
Polo’s Nathaniel Heiden-
reich. Axel Alsop placed 
fourth in the 104-114 5-6 
Grade bracket, recording 
one victory by 4-2 decision 
against Fort Atkinson’s 
Lucas Mitchell. Silas Al-
sop finished fifth in the 
59-62 1-2 Grade bracket.

From page 1

The Hubs (14-9, 8-2 
Interstate 8) shut Morris 
down in the first half, lim-
iting the Redskins to only 
six second-quarter points 
while outrebounding Mor-
ris 52-28 for the game.

“We all locked in and 
we played collectively as 
a defense,” Lager said. 
“We were communicating 
really well and we were 
sitting in good defensive 
positions. When we can 
do that, we’re able to 
generate turnovers and 
force missed shots so we 
can run the ball down the 
court… When I’m able to 
dunk the ball, it gets my 
energy going quite a bit 
and I feel my whole game 
gets going.”

Senior Noah Brown led 
the Hubs with 16 points 
and four 3-pointers made, 
while Lager turned in an 
all-around performance 

including 12 points, seven 
assists and six rebounds. 
Rochelle capitalized on 
Morris mistakes through-
out the game, outscoring 
the Redskins 15-2 in tran-
sition points. The Hubs 
shot nearly 53 percent 
from the field while as-
sisting on 24 made shots. 

“We just have to keep 
working hard during prac-
tice and we have to keep 
playing as a team on the 
court,” Lager said. “We’re 
passing the ball really well 
right now. We’re creating a 
lot of open shots and we’re 
hitting a lot of those open 
shots, which has been a 
confidence booster for us.”

Simmons nearly re-
corded a triple-double for 
the Hubs, finishing the 
game with nine points, 
10 rebounds and six as-
sists. Senior Adam Kemp 
totaled seven points, five 
rebounds and three assists 
in the victory.

HUBS: Rochelle 
takes down Morris

Senior Forrest Gerber stares down Morris defender 
Ashton Yard during Saturday’s Rochelle Hub varsity 
basketball game against the Redskins.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
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