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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — All 
above-grade structures of 
the Hickory Grove facil-
ity have been demolished, 
Rochelle city officials said 
Monday. 

The $361,900 demoli-
tion project of the facility 
at 1127 N. 7th St. began 
last month and has been 
undertaken by McDonagh 
Demolition and overseen 
by Willett, Hofmann & As-
sociates. The city assumed 
ownership of the deteriorat-
ing building in early 2020 
for $1 with the intention of 
demolishing it and devel-
oping the property. 

The building was pre-
viously owned by the 
Ogle County Civic Cen-
ter Authority (OCCCA) 
board, which was under 
the Ogle County Board 
umbrella. The city decided 
to purchase the site so it 
could control it and likely 
would’ve had to deal with 
it later if it was abandoned 
due to OCCCA being in 
financial trouble. 

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh said the project 
has gone “very well” so far 
and it is on schedule to be 
completed in April. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hos-
pital CEO Gregg Olson 
said Monday that the 
hospital is now seeing less 
COVID-19 activity after a 
high point last month. 

Last week, RCH ad-
ministered 138 COV-
ID-19 tests after being up 
near 300 per week a few 
times last month, Olson 
said. Of the 138 tests last 
week, 35 were positive 
(25.4 percent), he said. 

As of Monday, Ogle 
County was at 8.73 percent 
COVID-19 positivity with 
317.91 cases per 100,000. 
The Omicron variant is 
now the prevalent variant 
in the county, Olson said. 
He estimates 60 percent 
of the cases are Omicron 
and the Delta variant is 
now in the minority. RCH 
has seen a steady small 
number of inpatients with 
COVID-19. 

“We’re still seeing 
some COVID-19 inpatient 
activity,” Olson said. “We 
have 2-3 in the hospital a 
day and it’s been fairly 
consistent. We did have an 

Hickory Grove demolition ongoing
Next steps include debris removal, restoration of work site

All above-grade structures of the Hickory Grove facility have been demolished, Rochelle city officials said 
Monday. The $361,900 demolition project of the facility at 1127 N. 7th St. began last month and has been 
undertaken by McDonagh Demolition and overseen by Willett, Hofmann & Associates. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

City Engineer Sam Tes-
reau said the building’s con-
nections to the Comfort Inn 
hotel next door have been 
removed as well. A large 
amount of debris remains 
to be sorted through and 
hauled off which should be 
completed by the second 
week of March. Restora-

tion of the site will begin 
mid-March to late-March, 
Tesreau said. 

Restoration will be done 
to the hotel’s facade where 
connections were when 
temperatures get warmer as 
part of the city’s agreement 
with the Comfort Inn. 

The focus of the project 

will now shift to grade and 
below, Luke Dixon of Wil-
lett, Hofmann and Associ-
ates said. Work on the pool 
area, partial basement and 
slabs will be next, he said. 

The demolition has not 
been without its challenges. 
Dixon said not only was 
the physical connection 

between Hickory Grove 
and the Comfort Inn dif-
ficult, but there have also 
been intertwined utilities 
including Comcast and 
Nicor. Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities cleared out its utili-
ties prior to demolition.  

See DEMO page 2

RCH seeing less COVID-19 activity
‘The spread slowing has helped us, especially in our lab services’

Rochelle Community Hospital CEO Gregg Olson said Monday that the hospital is now seeing less COVID-19 
activity after a high point last month. Last week, RCH administered 138 COVID-19 tests after being up near 
300 per week a few times last month, Olson said.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

uptick to 5-6 at one point 
recently, but now it’s been 
falling and it’s around 2-3.”

The spread of COV-
ID-19 slowing has helped 
RCH, especially in its lab 

services department where 
testing is done. Last month 
while overwhelmed by 
people seeking tests, the 
hospital faced a lack of 
testing supplies and got 

close to running out, which 
made operating difficult. 

RCH did get some last 
minute supplies, but had to 
send some tests away to be 
evaluated rather than doing 

them in-house.
”As numbers have gone 

down, it’s become more 
manageable,” Olson said. 

See RCH page 5
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401 N. Main St.  |  Rochelle, IL 
815.562.5596  |  DimondBros.com

Dimond Bros

Trust the team who puts their  
hearts into helping people heal.  
If you have a diagnosed heart condition, ask your 

provider for a referral to our customized cardiac 

rehab program. Call 815-562-2181, ext. 2732  

or learn more at rochellehospital.com. 

Throughout her 16 years at Rochelle Community Hospital, Lisa Charboneau has worked 
in several areas. But when given an opportunity to help people recovering from cardiac 
conditions, the registered nurse followed her heart. “I am privileged to care for patients 
and help them become stronger and healthier,” Lisa shared. “We support patients  
through the recovery process…I love helping them return to activities they enjoy.”     

LISA CHARBONEAU, RN, CARDIAC REHABILITATION 

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle, Illinois

Her heart’s in the Right place

From page 1

“We have coordinated 
with Nicor and Comcast 
to accommodate the demo 
and they’ve been respon-
sive,” Dixon said. “There 
have been a few surprises 
along the way which is not 
uncommon in a project 
of this nature that we are 
working through.” 

Prior to demolition and 
after difficulties with ease-
ments and unknowns of the 
older building since the city 
took it over, Fiegenschuh 

expressed concern that the 
demolition would encoun-
ter larger difficulties during 
the project. That hasn’t 
been the case. 

“Things have gone much 
smoother than I anticipat-
ed,” Fiegenschuh said. “If 
it’s only finding a couple 
of misplaced utilities, then 
things are going good.”

Fiegenschuh said the 
city still has to work out a 
land swap agreement with 
the Comfort Inn in the near 
future for the hotel to have 
a pool. The city has yet to 

issue a request for proposal 
for developers interested in 
future development of the 
site. That will not happen 
until the site is cleared off 
and prepped. 

City officials have 
weekly meetings with 
McDonagh Demolition 
and Willett, Hofmann 
& Associates about the 
project. Fiegenschuh said 
they’ve both been “great 
to work with” and praised 
Tesreau for his work on 
the demolition as well. 
He’s glad the city council 

approved having Willett, 
Hofmann & Associates on 
site every day monitoring 
the project.

“It’s gone very well,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “Com-
pared to getting the project 
greenlighted, the dem-
olition has been much 
smoother. Hopefully we’ll 
get it cleared off and the 
land swap done and we’ll 
issue a request for proposal 
and get something nice 
developed there that the 
community can be proud 
of.” 

Restoration of the site will begin mid-March to late-March. Restoration will be done to the hotel’s facade 
where connections were when temperatures get warmer as part of the city’s agreement with the Comfort Inn.  

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

DEMO: Restoration beginning next month

ROCHELLE – The 
Flagg Township Museum 
will host a reception on 
Sunday, Feb. 27 from 1-4 
p.m. highlighting a new 
exhibit in the Cabinet of 
Curiosities at the museum. 
To celebrate the museum’s 
year-long theme of “there’s 
no place like home” the 
first exhibit of the season 
features artifacts and in-
formation about being “At 
Home in the Kitchen.”

Special items on exhibit 
include kitchen utensils, 
cross-stitch samplers, a 
slaw cutter, butter churn, 
storage tins, spice jars and 
more. There is information 
about the history of Ball 
Canning Jars, Griswold 
Cast Iron and the Pyrex 
Story and even some ear-
ly kitchen inventions by 
women. Is the kitchen only 
a woman’s place? Share 
your thoughts and take 
the survey “Who’s in the 
Kitchen at Your House?” 

Enjoy refreshments 
made from recipes found 
in historic Rochelle cook-
books. On hand will be an 
appetizer from the 1928 Cu-
linary Guide printed by the 
Rochelle Catholic Ladies 
of St. Patrick’s Church and 
owned by Vera Herrmann. 
From the Epworth League 
Cook Book printed by 

Museum exhibit 
reception Feb. 27

The Flagg Township 
Museum will host a 
reception on Sunday, 
Feb. 27 from 1-4 p.m.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Rochelle is a rec-
ipe for snow cake submitted 
by Mrs. Ed Wade in about 
1890. Edith P. handwrote 
her recipe for brownies 
in her small spiral book 
of recipes, date unknown. 
It’s a taste of the kitchen, 
history style.

The museum is open 
Thursday through Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The mission of the Flagg 
Township Historical So-
ciety and Museum is to 
stimulate interest in Flagg 
Township history through 
education, research, col-
lection and preservation of 
information for the benefit 
of the public of today and 
in the future.

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 11 at 11:19 p.m. Philip 
R. Lascola, 34, of Rochelle 
was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. 
He was released on an 
I-Bond and given a March 
18 Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 11 at 6:59 p.m. 
a 16-year-old juvenile of 
Rochelle was cited for fail-
ure to yield turning left. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a March 
18 Rochelle court date. In 
the same incident, Jesse 
A. Beck, 20, of Rochelle 
was arrested for no valid 
driver’s license and cited 
for leaving the scene of an 
accident and no insurance. 
Beck was released on an 
I-Bond and given a March 
18 Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 11 at 7:39 p.m. 
Manuel Penaran, 38, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant and transferred.

On Feb. 12 at 2:14 a.m. 
Joshua W. Hoole, 37, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
criminal trespass to prop-
erty and transferred.

On Feb. 12 at 12:50 
p.m. Bernerd Sexton, 36, 
of Rochelle was arrested 

for driving while license 
suspended and cited for 
no valid registration and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. He was 
released on an I-Bond and 
given a March 18 Rochelle 
court date.

On Feb. 13 at 12:56 a.m. 
Goldie Johnson-Kirksy, 
28, of Rochelle was ar-
rested for an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant, 
possession of a controlled 
substance and possession 
of drug paraphernalia and 
transferred.

On Feb. 12 at 10:22 p.m. 
Joshua W. Hoole, 37, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
two counts of aggravated 
battery and transferred.

On Feb. 14 at 2:21 a.m. 
William D. Little, 42, of 
Davis Junction was cited 
for speeding. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 18 Rochelle 
court date.

On Feb. 14 at 3:10 
p.m. Caleb M. Nadig, 18, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
disobeying a traffic con-
trol device. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 18 Rochelle 
court date.

Officers make arrests
Rochelle Police Department
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DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

Feb 19 & 20 .............. Concealed Carry/Home Defense Class, 8am-4pm both days
Feb 27 ...........................................................Introduction to Handguns, 8am-12pm 
Mar 6 ..................................... Concealed Carry Permit Renewal Class, 9am-12pm 
Mar 26 & 27 .............. Concealed Carry/Home Defense Class, 8am-4pm both days

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

02
16

20
22

One Stop Financial, Inc.
Income Tax Service

Larry and Teresa Anderson

808 Main Street, PO Box 224, Ashton, I L 61006
1500 W. Lincoln Hwy., Suite 5A, Rochelle, IL 61068

Income Tax Service
Call or text Teresa at 815-440-2678 

 OR Ashton at 815-453-2678 01052022
“Improving Your Family’s Health

& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness

Most
Insurances
Accepted

07
18

20
17

City Clerk Rose Hueramo (left) swears in new Deputy Chief Terry Inman (right) during the Rochelle City Council 
meeting Monday. Inman previously served as detective and replaces Jeff Leininger, who retired recently.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its Monday meeting, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved an 
intergovernmental agree-
ment with Ogle County 
for future improvements 
to the Flagg Road and 20th 
Street intersection. 

Over the past several 
months, Ogle County En-
gineer Jeremy Ciesiel and 
City Engineer Sam Tes-
reau and public works staff 
have discussed the need 
for improvements to the 
intersection including, but 
not limited to, permanent 
signals, mast arms, a new 
controller box, geometric 
improvements to allow for 
additional turning lanes 
and pavement widening 
along 20th Street south of 
Flagg Road.

Flagg Road belongs 
to Ogle County and 20th 
Street is under the city’s 
jurisdiction. 

The county board ap-
proved its part of the IGA 
at its meeting in January. 
It will allow the city and 
county to collaborate on 
an engineering agreement 
and proceed with the ini-
tial phase of engineering 
to determine the needs for 
right of way, specific road 
improvements, plans and 
specifications and esti-
mate of costs. Engineering 
will also help determine 
financial responsibility for 
the ultimate cost of con-
struction and additional 
phases of the multi-year 
project.

The initial project phase 
has been programmed in 
the city’s 2022 capital 
improvement plan budget. 

The intersection was 
partially improved in 
2009 along with the Kings 
Crossing subdivision and 
temporary signals were 
installed along with partial 
geometric improvements 
and pavement widening 
primarily on the north side 
of Flagg Road. Since that 
time, two major devel-
opments have occurred 
within the subdivision: 
the Rochelle Elementary 
Lincoln School campus as 
well as the Liberty Village 
campus.

In 2010, the county 
improved and widened 
Flagg Road from Illinois 
Route 251 to 600 feet east 
of 20th Street to a four-
lane section. Much of the 
rural ditch section was 
replaced with curb and 
gutter and storm sewer 
drainage systems as part 
of the county project. The 
city also participated in the 
installation of a pedestrian 

sidewalk from Illinois 
Route 251 to Wendell 
Drive. The annual average 
daily traffic counts at the 
intersection are estimated 
at nearly 5,000 vehicles 
per day. 

Liquor license
The council unan-

imously approved an 
amendment to an ordi-
nance it approved at its 
last meeting deleting one 
class B liquor license and 
creating one class B liquor 
license. 

The new license was 
granted to Kevin Crandall 
and Shane Erdman for the 
business at 417 Cherry 
Ave., which they will pur-
chase officially this week. 
The Cherry Avenue busi-
ness is currently Sissy’s 
Wild Card Saloon, owned 
by Ken Rosenkrans. When 
the council approved the 
ordinance last month, the 
sale of the business was 
not finalized and Mon-
day’s amendment changed 
the license deletion and 
new license approval date 
to the date of closing on 
the sale of the business. 

The amendment will 
have no impact on the 
city’s total number of li-
quor licenses for class B. 
The class B liquor license 
allows for the retail sale on 
the premises of specified 
alcoholic liquor as well as 
other packaged retail sale 
of liquor.

Well Eight
The council unani-

mously approved the 
retention of Fehr Graham 
for $430,000 worth of en-
gineering services related 
to the city’s Well Eight 
project. 

The well on Caron 
Road was drilled and de-
veloped in the 1960s and 
has been used as a backup 
since the 1990s due to 
elevated levels of iron in 
the water. The city has 
planned an iron removal 
plant over many years 
since the high-capacity 
well is centrally-located 
in the industrialized area 
of town. 

The project would con-
struct an iron removal 
pressure filter plant and 
be able to remove radium 
if that ever becomes a 
problem with the well. 
Upon completion of the 
project, the well could be 
put online and would help 
the city to avoid drilling 
and developing another 
well. 

The city and Rochelle 
Municipal Utilities are 
currently pursuing a grant 
to help fund the project and 
any remaining cash needs 

Flagg Road and 20th Street improvements planned
Rochelle City Council approves engineering cost for Well 8

will be funded through 
a loan program with the 
state EPA. 

A rate study is currently 
underway and the city 
plans to estimate the cost 
impact of the project on 
each customer class. The 
most current engineer’s 
cost estimate for the full 
project is $4.6 million.

RMU Utilities Super-
intendent Adam Lanning 
said the well is the last 
that needs improvements 
after work has been done 
on other city wells in re-
cent years. 

“After this, we’ll be 
putting out some pretty 
clean water,” Lanning 
said. “We’ll have two 
radium and iron removal 
plants on each side of the 
town and now one in the 
center. We’re going to do 
thorough pilot testing to 
make sure we don’t miss 
any potential problems in 
the water quality because 
this well hasn’t run in 30 
years.”

Dump trucks
The council approved 

the purchase of two Ken-
worth dump trucks for the 
city’s street department 
at a combined cost of 
$490,550.51 by a vote of 
6-0 with councilwoman 
Kate Shaw-Dickey ab-
staining. 

One will be a single-ax-
le dump truck and the other 
is a tandem-axle dump 
truck. Each truck will be 
equipped with stainless 
steel hydraulic dump 
bodies and snowplow 
packages. 

Street Department Su-
perintendent Tim Isley 
said he’s been satisfied 
with two Kenworth trucks 
purchased in 2019 and 
he’s seen improvements 
in dependability and per-
formance. 

The new trucks were 
purchased from CIT 
Trucks, LLC in Rockford 
through Sourcewell, a 
governmental unit provid-
ing competitively-solicit-
ed cooperative contracts 
ready for use by govern-
mental entities.

The new trucks will 
replace existing 2003 and 
2005 International dump 
trucks. 

“We’re just having a 
ton of problems with our 
Internationals,” Isley said. 
“Those are always the 
lowest priced trucks on 
state bids. We might save 
a few thousand dollars by 
going that way, but it’s 
costing us way more in 
the end. I have two trucks 
down right now. One has 
been out for three weeks 
and one has been out for 
two. They’re sitting in line 
waiting to get fixed.”

RMU program
The council unani-

mously approved a res-
olution authorizing City 
Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh 
to modify the RMU assis-
tance program. 

RMU currently offers 
up to $300 annual utility 
assistance for customers 
that are at or below the 
150 percent of the federal 
poverty level. The reso-
lution will temporarily 
modify the annual utility 
assistance by increasing 
the amount to $500 for 
customers that are at or 
below the 200 percent  
of federal poverty level 
for the duration of six 
months. 

In 2019, 109 custom-
ers received assistance 
from the program total-
ing $32,700. In 2020, 
79 customers received 
$39,500 and in 2021, 
84 customers received 
$42,000 in assistance. The 
program is funded by the 
sale of renewable energy 
credits generated by the 
Rochelle Energy Center 
at the landfill.

“As the numbers show, 
2021 was much higher 
for those who needed 
assistance and I’m very 
proud of the fact that we 
have our own utilities and 

we’re able to step up and 
do some things internally 
to help folks,” Mayor 
John Bearrows said. 

Inman 
sworn in

New Rochelle Po-
lice Department Deputy 
Chief Terry Inman was 
sworn in during the meet-
ing. Inman replaces Jeff 
Leininger, who retired 
last month.

Employees of RPD 
and Inman’s family were 
in attendance to see him 
sworn in. 

“The trust that the city 
has bestowed on me over 
the last 20 years and now 
as deputy chief, it hum-
bles me and I’m also very 
humbled by the turnout 
tonight,” Inman said. “I’m 
excited about the future 
and the direction the 
department is going in.”

State of the 
community
Bearrows said he and 

Fiegenschuh plan to do 
their annual state of the 
community update in-per-
son and live on Facebook 
on March 10 at noon. 
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law. Please 
note that all police 
reports received from 

the Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception. Requests to 
omit particular reports 
will not be considered 
or honored at any time.
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SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE — Ed-
ward F. Rosenwinkel, 
91, passed away Tuesday, 
Feb. 8 at Javon Bea Hos-
pital in Rockford. 

Ed was born on Feb. 
12, 1930 to Ernst and 
Martha (Edecker) Rosen-
winkel in Bloomingdale. 
On June 30, 1962, he mar-
ried Barbara A. O’Malley 
in Berwyn, Illinois. She 
preceded him in death on 
Sept. 5, 2003. He was also 
preceded in death by his 
parents; brothers: Har-
vey, Willard and Ralph 
Rosenwinkel and one 
great-grandchild.

Ed is survived by his 
three sons: Mark (Gayle) 
Rosenwinkel of Rochelle, 
Eric (Kathryn) Rosen-
winkel of South Be-
loit and Curt (Maureen) 
Rosenwinkel of Palatine, 
Illinois; 11 grandchil-
dren: Nicholas, Jared 
(Jade), Matthew, Aaron 

(Emma), Ellie, John, 
Ann, Michael, Jack, Bri-
an and Katherine; sister-
in-law: Ruth Rosenwin-
kel of Bartlett, Illinois; 
special niece: Therese 
Ann (Rich) Thomas of 
Mendota and several 
nieces and nephews.

Ed enjoyed spending 
time with his family and 
was a proud supporter 
of his grandchildren. He 
often would attend their 
sporting events and al-
ways appreciated lunch 
out with everyone at a 
family restaurant. As a 
lifelong farmer, he liked 
going for drives, check-
ing the fields and com-
menting on the condition 
of the crops. We will 
miss him spontaneously 
dropping by for a chat 
over a cup of coffee or a 
half a beer!

Visitation will be from 
11 a.m. to noon, Satur-

day, Feb. 19 at the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home, 
400 N. 6th St., Rochelle. 
The memorial service 
will follow the visita-
tion at noon with Pastor 
Gregory Hoffmann offi-
ciating. Cremation care 
has been provided by the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home. Burial will be at 
a later date at St. Patrick 
Cemetery in Rochelle. 
Memorials can be made 
to KSB Hospice in Dixon. 

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online 
guest book.

ROCHELLE — Lin-
da Szpekowski, 79, of 
Rochelle, formerly of 
Genoa, passed away 
Saturday, Feb. 12 at 
Genesis Medical Center 
in Silvis, Illinois. Linda 
was born March 15, 1942, 
in Friendship, Tennessee, 
the daughter of Charles 
and Ethel (Woods) Bai-
ley.

Linda is survived by her 
partner, Kevin Hamblen 
of Rochelle; four chil-
dren, Tony Szpekowski, 
Robert (Tina) Szpekows-
ki, Scott Szpekowski and 
Sara Szpekowski; five 
grandchildren; brother, 
Van Bailey; sisters Char-
lotte (Charles) Rapier and 
Kathy (Glen) Kiermeier; 
and the Hamblen family. 

Linda is preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Charles and Ethel Bailey; 
and her husband, Ralph 
Szpekowski.

Cremation care has 
been provided by the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home in Rochelle. 

Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book. 

Obituaries

Edward F. Rosenwinkel Linda Szpekowski

MT. MORRIS — Eth-
el M. Richardson, a long-
time resident of Mt. Mor-
ris, passed away on the 
morning of Feb. 12. She 
was at home surrounded 
by loved ones. She was 
born Sept. 26, 1938, in 
Yankeetown, Indiana.  
She was the oldest of 10 
children.  

She is survived by 
immediate family Jeffrey 
L. Richardson, Mary 
Beth York and Jon D. 
Richardson, as well as her 
extended family of grand-
children, great grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and great 
nephews. This extended 
family goes beyond the 
family tree, many friends 
over the years have be-
come family. Ethel and 
her husband Bobbie made 
their home a welcoming 
center of love and kind-
ness for decades.  

She is preceded by her 
husband Bobbie L. Rich-
ardson and her parents 
Richard C. Pease and Ada 

Jane (Webster) Pease.
Ethel moved to North-

ern Illinois in 1958, living 
with her close friend and 
cousin Wilma. They both 
came north for better job 
opportunities, and by the 
sounds of her and Wilma’s 
stories, to also have fun 
adventures. Through the 
brother of Wilma’s future 
husband Ed Ramsey, Eth-
el met Bobbie, the love 
of her life. They soon 
married, having a double 
ceremony with Wilma 
(Bates) and Bill Ramsey, 
during a tornado, just 
another one of the many 
adventures. Ethel and 
Wilma remained close to 
her final day.  

Ethel worked for the 
telephone company and 
then for Watt Publishing 
Co. in Mt. Morris. She 
made many friends over 
the years and enjoyed 
bowling on the Watt Pub-
lishing Team and going to 
many tournaments.  

Her focus was her fam-
ily and friends. She and 

Bobbie would enthusias-
tically travel around the 
USA and Canada visiting 
friends and family. 

Visitation will be at 
Finch Funeral Home in 
Mt. Morris on Monday, 
Feb. 21 at 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by her funeral at 
11 a.m. The commitment 
ceremony will follow 
at Trinity Memorial Gar-
dens Hillcrest, north of 
Rochelle. A luncheon 
afterwards at the Rochelle 
Moose at 311 N. Main St 
Rochelle, IL 61068 

The family requests 
donations to be sent in 
Ethel’s name to St Jude 
Children’s Hospital in 
lieu of flowers.  

Ethel M. Richardson

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

OREGON — On Feb. 
11 at 8:17 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Jack Dame Road and Av-
enue B, and as a result of 
that stop, deputies arrest-
ed Omar Aguilar-Reyes, 
37, of Covington, Georgia 
for driving without a valid 
driver’s license. Agui-
lar-Reyes was released on 
scene and will appear in 
court at a later date.   

On Feb. 12 at 11:53 
a.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at East Illinois 
Route 64 and Mulford 
Road. After a short inves-
tigation, deputies arrested 
Stephaney Myers, 22, 
of DeKalb for unlawful 
possession of cannabis 
by driver. Myers was 
released on an I-Bond. 
Myers was also issued ci-
tation for speeding.  

On Feb. 12 at ap-
proximately 9:13 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic at Illinois Route 
251 and Edson Road for 
a speeding violation. Af-
ter further investigation, 
Aguilar Alvarado, 25, of 
Rockford, was arrested 
for no valid driver’s li-
cense. Alvarado was also 
cited for speeding and a 
child restraint violation. 
Alvarado was released on 
scene with a return court 
date given.  

On Feb. 12 at 9:25 
p.m. deputies responded 
to Illinois Route 38 and 
Chana Road for a one-ve-
hicle crash. After a short 
investigation, deputies 
arrested John A. Stark, 74, 

of Elgin for driving under 
the influence, aggravated 
DUI, driving while license 
revoked and improper 
cannabis container. Stark 
also received citations 
for failure to stop at an 
intersection, leaving the 
scene of an accident, 
no insurance, unlawful 
transportation of alcohol 
and failure to yield to an 
emergency vehicle. Stark 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond. 

On Feb. 13 at approxi-
mately 2:07 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Illinois Route 251 at 
Big Mound Road. After 
a brief investigation, dep-
uties arrested the driver, 
Daniel H. Correl, 35, of 
Rockford, for unlawful 
possession of cannabis/
driver (open container). 
Deputies also arrested 
passenger Frank X. Ro-

sado, 22, of Rockford, for 
an active Boone County 
arrest warrant for failure 
to appear on aggravated 
fleeing to elude. Correl 
was released on a notice 
to appear and addition-
ally cited for operating 
an uninsured motor ve-
hicle. Rosado was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was held in 
lieu of bond.    

On Feb. 14 at approxi-
mately 1:37 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 near Mon-
roe Center. After further 
investigation, Beatriz 
Flores-Martinez, 49, of 
Woodale, was arrested for 
driving while license sus-
pended. Flores-Martinez 
was also cited for oper-
ating an uninsured motor 
vehicle and an equipment 
violation. Flores-Marti-
nez was released on scene 
with a return court date.  

Deputies respond to crash



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 5WEDNESDAY, FEB. 16, 2022

LOCAL NEWS

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY
• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR HOME

815-673-7532
Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 2/28/22. All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation
will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per
household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married
or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past
12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard
may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-
cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class USMail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form
provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden
Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer ends 2/28/22.

WITH FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!†

RECEIVE A $50RECEIVE A $50
DARDEN GIFT CARDDARDEN GIFT CARD

INSTALLATION*INSTALLATION*

$99$99

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Exclusive Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Exclusive Shower Package

 Special Offer 
 FOR VETERANS!

www.WhySafeStep.com
*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

815-660-0041
FINANCING AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, 
or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing. Introducing 
Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive
Shower Package!

✓ First and only walk-in tub available with a 

customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 

height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and 

MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 

included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 
walk-in tub!

both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more affordable 

PLUS A FREE 
SHOWER PACKAGE 

Call Toll-Free 815-660-0041

Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of

$1600 OFF

From page 1

Last month, RCH 
closed its cafeteria to the 
public as a COVID-19 
precaution. It also limited 
its visitor restrictions to 
one designated visitor for 
patients in the emergency 
department or on the medi-
cal/surgical floor including 
the ICU. Only one person 
is allowed to accompany 
a patient to same day sur-
gery, convenient care, the 
multi-specialty clinic or 
family healthcare clinic. 

Olson said those mea-
sures remain in place, but 
conversations are ongo-
ing about relaxing those 
restrictions if numbers 
continue to move in the 
right direction. All of the 
rest of RCH’s services are 
fully operational.

The state’s plan to re-
move its indoor masking 
mandate will not change 
anything at RCH, as it is 
exempt as a healthcare 
facility. 

“We’ll continue to mask 
and use all of the precau-
tions we can until things 
change significantly,” Ol-
son said. “And we can’t 
project when that might 
be.”

On Jan. 21, Olson re-
leased a message to the 
public addressing the high 
COVID-19 activity at the 
time and “unacceptable 
behavior”  from a few 
members of the commu-
nity that were disorderly 
with staff in COVID-19 
operations.

The release said staff 
endured being yelled at, 
sworn at and were met 
with physical aggression 

RCH: Olson discusses declining COVID-19 numbers

at times. Olson said RCH 
would not tolerate that 
behavior and asked the 
community to be respect-
ful and kind.

On Monday and weeks 
later, Olson called the 
situation unfortunate and 
said it was hard to put that 
message out due to very 
few people being the ones 
that caused the problems. 

“We had people who 
didn’t like wearing masks 

or the testing process,” 
Olson said. “Our employ-
ees were just doing their 
job. We had a couple of 
situations. I thought be-
fore it got out of control, I 
should put that messaging 
out. It caught the public’s 
attention and we haven’t 
had any more situations 
like that that I know of. 
It’s too bad that a few 
people caused something 
like that.”

Supporting staff mem-
bers played a large role in 
the statement at the time, 
Olson said. 

“Our staff is our greatest 
asset,” Olson said. “We 
have to support them, 
especially because of how 
they’ve been on the front 
lines for the past two years 
putting their own health at 
risk to help others.”

While the COVID-19 
situation in the community 

has improved, Olson said 
he’s still nervous about 
the situation after the 
pandemic has worsened 
to new heights in the past 
following promising im-
provements. 

He stressed that the 
community should still 
proceed carefully despite 
less COVID-19 activity 
recently. 

“I wish I had a crystal 
ball,” Olson said. “But I 

don’t. I feel like we’ve 
turned a corner and I want 
to continue along this path-
way. I know the commu-
nity is tired of COVID-19 
and so are we. But I don’t 
want to do too much too 
fast. My message is we just 
have to be careful. Hope-
fully there are brighter 
things in our future. But we 
can’t do things too quickly 
just because we’re tired of 
COVID-19.”

While the COVID-19 situation in the community has improved, Olson said he’s still nervous about the situation after the pandemic has 
worsened to new heights in the past following promising improvements. He stressed that the community should still proceed carefully 
despite less COVID-19 activity recently. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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MOST are familiar with 
the raising of the Ameri-
can Flag on Mt. Suriba-

chi. Well not so much Mt. Suribachi, 
but the picture of the flag being 
raised looks familiar. 

That is one point of history, to 
help us remember the sacrifices that 
have been made in the past so that 
we may enjoy what we have today. 
Six men raised the flag on Iwo Jima 
that day in Feb. 1945: Sargent Mi-
chael Strank, Corporal Harlon Block 
and Privates Franklin Sousley, Ira 
Hayes, Harold Schultz and Harold 
Keller. It took the efforts of over 
60,000 marines to make that flag 
raising possible. 

Nineteen-year old Charles Allen of 
Rochelle was one of those Marines. 
Iwo Jima is an island which sits only 
about 660 miles from Japan. The 
invasion of Iwo Jima began in the 
pre-dawn hours of Feb. 19, 1945. 

After three days of bombardment, 
and more than 18,000 rounds of 
heavy ammunition, it was anticipated 
that the Japanese had been beaten 
into submission. The first marines 
ashore were surprised by the lack of 

enemy fire. Had the bombardment 
been successful? The marines ad-
vanced inland. 

The beach was volcanic 
ash and sand. Even walk-
ing was difficult. The dunes 
were steep and the ash was 
like quicksand. The marines 
would slide down the dunes 
and sink to the top of their 
boots with each step. As the 
marines packed the beaches 
and floundered in the ash, the 
Japanese opened fire from 
hidden machine gun bunkers. 

What the Allied forces had failed 
to consider was that the Japanese had 
been on this island for years. Over 
16 miles of tunnels had been dug 
between bunkers and pillboxes. The 
bombardment had almost no impact 
on the 21,000 Japanese soldiers. 

When the bombardment stopped, 
the Japanese manned their guns and 
waited for the Americans to ap-
proach. After the initial contact, the 
Japanese disappeared into their caves 
and tunnels. 

Hundreds of Americans lay dead, 
the battle had begun. The American 

troops continued to storm the beach-
es and move inland. With the setting 
sun came, there was another surprise.

The Japanese would appear 
out of nowhere and attack the 
Americans in their foxholes. 
In short order the American 
troops had figured out the 
mystery of Iwo Jima. 

As Charles Allen was quot-
ed by Thomas Morrow, writer 
for the Chicago Tribune: 
“They are like rats – always in 
holes.” 

The marines hit the Japa-
nese with machine guns, flame 
throwers and demolition charges. 
The Japanese did not surrender. It is 
estimated that of the 21,000 Japa-
nese soldiers on Iwo Jima, only 216 
surrendered. The rest died in combat 
or were captured when unconscious 
from injuries. 

The Japanese were so determined 
that toward the end of the battle 300 
Japanese staged a banzai attack on 
the American positions. The flag on 
Mt. Suribachi was raised on Feb. 23, 
the fourth day of the battle. 

The fight for Iwo Jima lasted an-

other month until March 26. In a let-
ter to home after the battle, Charles 
wrote his mother. 

“The island has been officially 
declared secured but we are still 
mopping up pockets of Nips. These 
Nips hold out to the last. There is no 
bargaining nor surrender for them. 
I’ll have more to write on that score 
later, when I get out of this pest 
hole.”

As a footnote, the last two Japa-
nese soldiers to surrender on Iwo 
Jima did so in 1949, four years after 
the end of the war. 

Charles Allen may not have 
raised the flag, but he was one of 
the 60,000 that made it possible. 
Charles left the service in 1946 and 
returned to Rochelle. From 1951 
through 1954, Charles served as the 
chief of the Rochelle Police Depart-
ment. In 1955, he was elected Ogle 
County Sheriff. Charles Allen lived 
a life of service to his community 
and his country.

Tom McDermott is a Flagg Town-
ship Museum historian and Rochelle 
city councilman. 

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
What was your favorite commercial 

during Sunday’s Big Game?

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Tom 
McDermott

JACQUELINE Kennedy said, 
“There are many ways to 
enlarge your child’s world. 

Love of books is the best of all.” 
(https://www.blacksailbooks.com/
blog/36-reading-is-impor-
tant-quotes). Books are the 
foundation of the library. 

The information and 
knowledge that is found in 
books can change your life. 
You can read a great fiction 
novel that sweeps you away 
to a far land or a non-fiction 
selection that articulates 
some facts and information. 
Some books are very small 
but make a huge impact on you 
depending on when you read them. 
There are times in everyone’s life 
when they need different kinds of 
materials to help them move for-
ward on their journey.  

“The size of the American read-
ing public varies depending on 
one’s definition of reading. In 
2017, about 53 percent of American 
adults (roughly 125 million people) 
read at least one book not for school 
or for work in the previous 12 
months, according to the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA). 
Five years earlier, the NEA ran a 
more detailed survey, and found 
that 23 percent of American adults 
were “light” readers (finishing one 
to five titles per year), 10 percent 
were “moderate” (six to 11 titles), 
13 percent were “frequent” (12 to 
49 titles) and a dedicated 5 percent 

were “avid” (50 books and up).” 
(https://www.theatlantic.com/educa-
tion/archive/2019/09/love-reading-
books-leisure-pleasure/598315/)

When our library was built in 
1912, it was 4,200 square 
feet. When the new addition 
was built in 1989, it increased 
the library to 20,000 square 
feet. Today within those 
20,000 square feet, we have 
60,000 volumes and that total 
does not include our digital 
holdings. The library offers 
materials for all ages and all 
types of readers. We encour-
age you to come to the library 

and explore our resources. Check 
out some different authors and see 
what interests you. If you do not 
find the right book the first time, do 
not be discouraged. Come back and 
we will find another book that is the 
right fit for you.  

Reading is a wonderful gift that 
you can give to anyone. It is free, 
and it is something that everyone 
can learn and grow from. If you 
need a library card, and live in 
Flagg Township, remember you 
need two forms of identification, 
one with a picture and one with 
something with your name and cur-
rent address. Come to the library 
and find your love of reading. We 
love books!  

Sarah Flanagan is the director of 
the Flagg-Rochelle Public Library 
District. 

Charles Allen lived a life of service

We love books!

“The electric dog.”
Teresa Josephsen

“HEB with George Strait!”
Deborah Schuler Beck

SEEMS the more I 
visit with city folks 
the more misin-

formation they relay. Not 
sure where folks get 
their information 
from these days, 
but I do wish they 
would learn to con-
sider the source.

The old days of 
Walter Cronkite or 
Huntley and Brin-
kley have passed. 
In those days they reported 
the news, you know facts, 
and let the viewers make 
up their own mind. Today 
news is a bunch of talking 
heads telling you what you 
should believe, but no facts. 
Our on social media we have 
social influencers. May I 
ask, what the heck is a social 
influencer?

In my day a social in-
fluencer was your buddy 
trying to get you to ask the 
cute girl out on a date. Or the 
real influencer was the swift 
and steady hand of your dad 
as you took one across the 
seat of your pants.

I’m sick and tired of 

all the crap being spewed 
by pundits out there about 
corporate farms. In my 40 
years with Farm Bureau 

I’ve never dealt 
with a corporation 
in representing our 
members. I’ve dealt 
with individuals 
and families trying 
to earn a living from 
agriculture.

Just because a 
farm is large in size, 

or the individuals in the farm 
have formed a corporation 
for tax purposes doesn’t 
make it a corporate farm. 
Last I checked those farm 
owners don’t get paid by 
someone else every week, 
they have to manage their 
business.

And just for perspective 
here’s the economic contri-
bution those family farms 
make in Ogle County…

Total Output: $4,872.4 
million. Output from Ag-
riculture: $1,136.1 million 
(23.3%). Crops: $377.5 
million (7.8%). Livestock: 
$476.0 million (9.8%). 
Other Agriculture: $282.6 

million (5.8%). Total Jobs: 
22,931. Jobs from Agricul-
ture: 3,284 (14.3%). Crops: 
1,046 (4.6%). Livestock: 
1,451 (6.3%). Other Agri-
culture: 787 (3.4%). Total 
Value-Added: $2,396.1 
million. Value Added from 
Agriculture: $363.4 million 
(15.2%). Crops: $137.5 
million (5.7%). Livestock: 
$110.8 million (4.6%). Other 
Agriculture: $115.2 million 
(4.8%). Total Household 
Income: $2,347.2 million. 
Household Income from 
Agriculture: $212.0 mil-
lion (9.0%). Crops: $92.0 
million (3.9%). Livestock: 
$74.9 million (3.2%). Other 
Agriculture: $45.1 million 
(1.9%). 

They support local busi-
nesses, their tax dollars sup-
port your schools and local 
governments they volunteer 
in their community.

So next time you hear 
someone talk about corpo-
rate farms I hope you’ll set 
the record straight.

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau.

Consider the source

Sarah  
Flanagan

Ron Kern
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Jan. 20 - Evan Tracy, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 21 - From the Heart, $25

Jan. 22 - Shaun D. Schaefers, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 23 - Sherri Drew, Mt. Morris, $50

Jan. 24 - Denny Arjes, Village of Progress, $25

Jan. 25 - Natalie Campbell, Sandwich, $25

Jan. 26 - Diane Sanders, Dixon, $25

Jan. 27 - Tyler Post, Somonauk, $25

Jan. 28 - Pam Payne, Amboy, $25

Jan. 29 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Jan. 30 - Amy Hayden, Rochelle, $50 

Jan. 31 - Michael Martinez, Cortland, $25

Feb. 1 - James Jakymiw, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 2 - Susan Stover, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 3 - Jeannette Mingus, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 4 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 5 - Noel Allison, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 6 - Luisa Nambo, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 7 - Foundation for Focus House, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 8 - Ashley Hoffman, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 9 - Rylen Ramos, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 10 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Feb. 11 - Stephanie Bailey, Oregon, $25

Feb. 12 - Melinda Vickrey, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Becky Anderson, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 14 - Alan Durbin, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 15 - Kim Crull, Byron, $25

Feb. 16 - Hope of Ogle County, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Feb. 16
Larry Baker

Feb. 18
Sam & Jessica South

Feb. 20
Christian Losoya

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Anna Sexton
Feb. 22

Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

Feb. 26
Natalie Powell

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

 

February 17 – (Thursday) – Pork Roast w/Potatoes, 
Carrots, Onions 
February 18 – (Friday) – BBQ Ribs, Macaroni and Cheese, 
Peas, Dinner Rolls 
February 22 – (Tuesday) – Smoked Sausage In Tomato 
Sauce over Rice with Sautéed Veggies, Salad, Bread 
February 24 – (Thursday) – Parmesan Pork Chops, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peas, Dinner Rolls 
March 6 – (Sunday Brunch) – Waffles with Eggs, Sausage 
Patties, Sausage Gravy and Biscuits
**All menus are subject to change. 
If you would like to check before coming out, please 
call us at 815-561-9074 as we will put the menu on the 
answering machine.  www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

ROCHELLE — Northern Re-
hab Physical Therapy Specialists 
is hosting a food drive Feb. 14-28 
to collect non-perishable food 
items to benefit food pantries that 
serve the Rochelle community.

Donations will support the 
Rochelle Christian Food Pantry. 
Non-perishable items needed 
include canned meat (chicken, 
tuna), pasta, dry goods, canned 
foods (soups, sauces, fruits or 

vegetables), rice, beans, apple-
sauce, paper goods, personal care 
items, cleaning products or any 
non-perishable items that have a 

longer shelf life. 
Items may be dropped off at any 

of the four Northern Rehab loca-
tions in Rochelle (1211 Currency 
Ct.), DeKalb (3266 Sycamore 
Road or 232 W. Lincoln Hwy.), 
or Genoa (540 E. Main St.). 

For more information, please 
visit northernrehabpt.com or 
call 815-562-3299. Thank you 
in advance for your support and 
contribution! 

Northern Rehab to host food 
drive for area food pantries

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. — Morgan Haas (foren-
sic investigation) and Katie Van Hise (biology), 
both of Rochelle, were named to the University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville’s dean’s list for full-time 
students who earned high honors in the fall 2021 
semester.

College of business, industry, life science and 
agriculture and the college of liberal arts and ed-
ucation require grade-point averages of 3.75 and 
above for dean’s list honors, while the college of 
engineering, mathematics and science requires 
students to reach at least a 3.50. 

Two from Rochelle make UW-
Platteville dean’s list

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries
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Seeking runners

An Ogle County running 

crew is expanding and is 

seeking new members. 

See page 8
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BY BRAD JENNINGS

OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

OREGON – A member of the Ogle County 

Board has suggested the body reduce its size 

from the current 24 members down to 16.

At the regular board meeting on Jan. 21, 

Bruce McKinney, who represents Rochelle on 

the board, said the county currently has eight 

districts with three people elected from each 

district to the board. During a presentation, he 

suggested lowering the number.

“What I would like to see is us go from eight 

districts to 16,” he said, adding that only one 

person would be elected to the board from each 

district.
He said the goal would be to eliminate mul-

tiple board members who serve the same area.

“This isn’t anything unusual,” he said of the 

change.
For example, Winnebago County has 20 

board members, with one person elected from 

20 districts. The number of board members in 

area counties varies, from nine in Carroll County 

to 24 in DeKalb County.

“I think it would be better representation on the 

County Board for Ogle County,” McKinney said.

Board member Kimberly Whalen asked what 

would happen to committee assignments if the 

number of board members was reduced. She said 

that might put more pressure on board members 

to fill out committees.

McKinney said that some may have to add 

another committee to their workload, but the 

county could also look at combining some 

committees.
See BOARD page 4

County board talks downsizing

The Ogle County Board (top) discusses 

a presentation by Board member  Bruce 

McKinney, above, to reduce the number 

of members from 24 to 16. 

815.562.5571

central-bank.com

Our Central focus is YOU!
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815-562-8787

JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM
01262020

NEW 2019 JEEP 

WRANGLER UNLIMITED

Automatic, Hard top, Heated Seats and more.

Save $9,000  #TC6832

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

(PHOTOS BY BRAD JENNINGS)

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – An open house was 

held in the Rochelle Community Hospital 

cafeteria Thursday afternoon to welcome 

the hospital’s new CEO. 

On Thursday from 2 to 4 p.m., the 

public had an opportunity to come enjoy 

snacks and refreshments and meet Gregg 

Olson, the new CEO, as well as his wife, 

Denise. Olson was previously CEO for 

the hospital from 1997 to 2007 but then 

moved onto a different position for the 

last 13 years. 

The job opening comes after Mark 

Batty, the former CEO of seven years 

left the hospital to take another position. 

Olson says that a lot has changed in 

the last 13 years, but he is very glad to 

be back home. 

“The organization has changed since 

the last time I was here and so have I 

as an individual, so I need to speak to 

the people who have been here all this 

time and listen to better understand the 

organization,” explained Olson. “For 

me it is like coming back home, I had 

a great experience my first time here 

and I expect to have the same success 

the second.”

Olson’s first day back as the CEO of 

the hospital was Monday, Jan. 13.

He says that his managing style is not 

to come in and just start making changes 

right away, but to do a lot of listening 

and speaking to the people who have 

been here the last 13 years. This will help 

him understand where the organization 

is currently, to help create strategies to 

where to best move into the future. 

Olson says both the staff and the 

community is what makes the hospital 

the organization it is today. 

“We have a great group of employees, 

board members and volunteers, I am just 

thrilled to be back and be part of such a 

great organization,” added Olson. “The 

people of Rochelle really make this area 

a very special place, you don’t find that 

in every organization and I have found 

it here in Rochelle.”

Welcome back
Olson returns to CEO position at hospital

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

A Rochelle 

Township 

High School 

student and member of 

the Rochelle Boy Scout 

Troop 553, chartered by 

the masonic lodge, has 

recently achieved the 

highest possible rank of 

Eagle Scout.

CJ Sedlock, a senior 

at Rochelle Township 

High School, has been 

involved in Scouts ever 

since he was a little kid. 

He joined the Byron Cub 

Scout pack as a Tiger 

Scout, which is one of 

the first ranks in the 

organization. 

CJ’s parents were 

responsible for first in-

troducing him to scouts. 

“My wife and I are the 

ones who started him on 

his scouting path,” said 

Christopher Sedlock, 

CJ’s father and current 

troop scout master. “I 

was involved in scouts 

when I was younger and 

when he first started out 

as a Tiger, I was his den 

leader.”
Christopher was also 

involved in scouts when 

he was younger, but did 

not make it all the way to 

Eagle Scout. 

See SCOUT page 4

Achieving rank

CJ Sedlock achieved the highest rank of Eagle Scout.

Returning CEO for Rochelle Community Hospital, Gregg Olson, and his wife, De-

nise, talk to community members who stopped by the special open house held in 

the hospital cafeteria Thursday afternoon.
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. The Rochelle Fire Department 

received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.“We looked all around the 

building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. The fire started in the upstairs 

apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. Two individuals will have to 

be displaced due to damages to 
the property. Assisting the Rochelle Fire 

Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGESSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-struction on the new recre-ation center at Helms South remains on schedule as the $14 million project inches toward its targeted Septem-ber 2020 completion.Megan Simon, proj-ect manager at Ringland-Johnson Construction, ad-dressed the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners during its monthly meeting at Rochelle City Hall on Monday. Simon revealed that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-ning soon after. Simon also said that 

work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-ers will leave an opening 

on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first round of the IDPH permit-ting process,” Simon said. “We submitted our swim-ming pool drawings to the IDPH in October and we got their comments back last week… We’ll be continu-ing outside and hopefully getting dried in on the swim-ming pool, community center and fieldhouse. We’ll then be prepping to get some temporary power out there so we can start working inside, and we’ll be pouring slabs by April and working on interior walls.”
See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.Duval talked about his 36 

years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.Principal reportFollowing the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.The RTHS freshman class 

seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.“The counselors are in one 

of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.He also explained plans 

to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.One of the activities the 

school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. Superintendent reportBoard members accepted 

the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.“Our budget is set at $15.7 

million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.Following an executive 

session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.The February meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out two tenants

Plans official for Duval’s retirementBoard hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 

in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 

an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 

to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 

experienced smoke and water damage.
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Now is a great 
time to adopt a 

pet! Call  
Tails today!

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Moose ______________
“He’s just oh-so handsome!” I bet that’s exactly what you’re thinking. 
Well you can put a name to that face, I’m Moose! I’m not sure if I was 
given the name due to how intelligent I am, because it’s definitely not 
because of my size. I’m a 34# friendly and playful 1 year old pup that’s 
on the hunt for a furrever home. I can be a little shy when I’m meeting 
new people, so pretty please go slow with me as I will come out of 
my shell once I feel comfortable. Ps, I love treats.. hint, hint. So I’m 
sure you’re eager to learn about me, and I can go on and on about my 
fantastic self. I am housetrained, as I will raise my paw at the door when 
I need to go out! I know quite a few tricks such as: “sit, shake, down, 
and wait.” And I’d love to learn more!! I get along with other dogs, but 
Tails always encourages meet-and-greets! Car rides, playing in the 
snow, and running in a fenced yard are a few things that I absolutely 
enjoy doing. Alright, alright, enough about me! Why don’t you just stop in 
and take a peak for yourself.. beware, you might fall in love.
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Junior Hubs battle at Princeton Tigertown Tanglers Tournament on Sunday
The Rochelle Wrestling Club sent 11 athletes to the Princeton Tigertown Tanglers Tournament on Sunday, with four individuals bringing home first-place titles 

including Rowen Villalobos (3-0 bantam), Quentin Ansteth (2-1 intermediate), Zachary Johnson (3-0 novice) and Brandin Kirk (4-0 novice) who’re pictured above from 
left to right. Two individuals took home second-place finishes including Chase Marruffo (2-1 bantam) and Vaughn Manning (2-1 intermediate) while Garrett Miller and 

Benjamin Navejas each earned a third-place finish. Axel Alsop, Samuel Navejas and Tony Milburn all recorded fourth-place finishes in their respective brackets.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

SPORTS

Rochelle Wrestling Club

BOYS: Hubs earn conference win at Sandwich on Friday

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity cheer and dance teams recognized their senior members during Saturday’s Senior Night ceremony. Above 
from left to right are Kelsey O’Brien, Jasmine Sarabia, Megan Thompson, Liberty Hayes, Kayden Kannheiser and Taylor Ponto.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

From page 14

Senior Noah Brown 
added his third triple of the 
night to end with 11 points.

Sandwich
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity basketball team moved 
one step closer to clinching 
a share of the Interstate 8 
title with an 85-63 victory 
over the Sandwich Indians 
Friday night. Seniors Noah 
Brown and Ryan Simmons 
each scored 20 points to 
lead the Rochelle offense in 
the win, with Brown hitting 
five 3-point shots. Senior 
Tanner Lager added 11 
points and seven rebounds 
for the Hubs.

Rochelle overcame a 
slow first quarter, erasing 
a 23-15 deficit and taking 
the lead 39-36 at half-
time. The Hubs forced 20 
Sandwich turnovers and 
21 Indian fouls, utilizing 
those miscues to outscore 
Sandwich 21-10 from the 
free-throw line, 19-11 in 
transition points and 26-
15 in points off turnovers. 
Seniors Adam Kemp and 
Zach Sanford each scored 
nine points, with Kemp 
adding eight rebounds.
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Information resource: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Protect yourself against COVID-19 and other diarrheal and 
respiratory illnesses, and help prevent the spread of germs to others, 
by following these simple hand hygiene guidelines:

1.  Wash your hands with soap and warm water, 
lathering for at least 20 seconds.

2.  If soap is unavailable, use a hand sanitizer 
containing at least 60 percent alcohol to clean your hands. 

Wash your hands throughout the day, and particularly under these circumstances:
• Before preparing food
• Before eating
• After using the toilet
• After changing a diaper or helping a child use the toilet
• Before and after exposure to someone who is sick
• After coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose
• After touching an animal or picking up animal waste
• After handling pet food or treats
• After handling garbage or garbage cans
• Before and after attending to a cut or wound 

Proper
handwashing helps

all of us stay healthy,
so remember to be 

aware and do your part 
to help protect yourself 

and others!

SPORTS
HUBS: Rochelle sends seven to IHSA 2A Sycamore Sectional

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team sent seven individuals to the IHSA 2A Sycamore Sectional on Friday 
and Saturday. Three individuals qualified for the IHSA State Championship. Above from left to right are Xavier 
Villalobos, Caleb Nadig, Grant Gensler, Kaiden Morris, Brock Metzger, Joseph Nadig and Tommy Tourdot.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

From page 14

 “But I was encouraged 
because I think I can beat 
him if I see him at the state 
meet. My goal for the state 
tournament is to win the 
whole thing and I know 
it’s going to be a tough 
tournament, but I think I’m 
ready for it.”

Freshman Grant Gensler 
(32-18) finished fourth in 
the 138-pound bracket, 
opening the tournament 
on Friday with two straight 
strong performances in-
cluding a 4-1 win over 
Peoria’s Kenneth Ruth-
erford and a 9-1 major 
decision over Rockford 
East regional champion 
Sam Young, who defeated 
Gensler earlier this sea-
son. After a semifinal 
loss against No. 2 ranked 
Joliet Catholic wrestler 
Owen O’Connor, Gensler 
went the distance against 
Morton’s Jamison Almasy 
with a spot in the state meet 
on the line, taking a 0-0 
match into overtime, where 
Gensler scored the decisive 

takedown to defeat Almasy 
by 2-0 sudden victory.

“It felt really good to 
win that match,” Gensler 
said. “I was focused on 
doing whatever I needed 
to make it to my next 
match and make it to the 
state meet. I really wasn’t 
expecting to qualify for 
state, but I had a great 
week of practice before 
the sectional and I feel like 
I’ve put in a lot of work this 
season. It’s a great feeling 
and I have nothing to lose. 
I’m hoping that I can go 
out there and win a few 
matches.”

Two Rochelle wrestlers 
recorded top-6 finishes at 
the sectional meet includ-
ing freshman Kaiden Mor-
ris (40-8) and sophomore 
Tommy Tourdot (26-14). 
Morris earned three vic-
tories in the 220-pound 
bracket, defeating LaSalle-
Peru’s Gunnar Wright with 
an 11-2 major decision 
Friday evening before 
beating Limestone’s Aydan 
Trueblood 9-3 and Joliet 
Catholic’s Hunter Powell 

11-1 during the wrestle-
backs. 

Tourdot won consecu-
tive bouts in the 106-pound 
bracket on Friday, edging 
Joliet Catholic’s Noah Avi-
na 12-10 and winning by 

fall over Morton regional 
champion Caleb Lenning 
to reach the semifinals. 
Freshman Joseph Nadig 
(34-13) and sophomore 
Brock Metzger (27-18) 
each recorded two wins in 

the sectional, with Nadig 
pinning Glenbard South’s 
Tyre Davis and Morris 
wrestler Ian Wills in the 
120-pound bracket while 
Metzger earned falls over 
Peoria’s Kaleb Lawson 

and Morris wrestler AJ 
Franzetti in the 170-pound 
bracket. The IHSA State 
Championship meet will 
begin Thursday at the State 
Farm Center in Cham-
paign.
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Mickley, Vincent compete at 
IHSA Belvidere Sectional meet
The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity bowling team sent 
two individuals to the IHSA Belvidere Sectional at 

Rockford’s Don Carter Lanes on Saturday. Freshman 
Cassidy Vincent shined for the Lady Hubs, totaling 

an 1,181 series (196.83 average) over six games and 
finishing sixth among all individuals from non-

advancing teams. Vincent placed 12th out of 102 
bowlers and rolled high scores of 211, 212 and 221. 
Senior Alyssa Mickley recorded 675 over four games 

with a high score of 188 before bowing out of the 
meet with an illness. Pictured are Mickley (left) and 

Vincent (right) with head coach Eric Widick and 
assistant coach Shannon Forney.

RTHS Girls Bowling
(COURTESY PHOTO)

RTHS Girls Basketball

Lady Hubs coast over Plano for third time
Rochelle knocks off Reapers 53-19 in IHSA 3A Regional Quarterfinals

Sophomore Alivia Henkel drives around Plano’s Ryssa Woodhouse during the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball game against the Reapers on Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Lock-
ing in on defense has en-
abled the Rochelle Lady 
Hub varsity basketball 
team to enjoy one of its 
most successful seasons in 
recent history this winter. 
The Lady Hubs were on 
point defensively Saturday 
evening when the Plano 
Reapers arrived for the 
IHSA 3A Rochelle Re-
gional Quarterfinals.

Having beaten Plano in 
the Interstate 8 Conference 
twice this season, Rochelle 
was tasked with defeating 
the Reapers for a third 
time in order to reach the 
semifinal round. But the 
sixth-seeded Lady Hubs 
were unfazed with the 
rematch, dominating on 
defense once again to beat 
the ninth-seeded Reapers 
53-19. Rochelle (15-16, 
7-7 Interstate 8) will face 
the top-seeded Sycamore 
Spartans in the semifinal 
round. 

“Our mindset coming 
in was that we shouldn’t 
assume we’ll win because 

we had beaten them twice,” 
senior Adriannah Davis-
Carter said. “Our coach 
drilled that into our heads 
and we were really happy 
with the outcome. We’ve 
worked a lot on our com-
munication and playing as 
a team. I thought we com-
municated really well to-
night and we were picking 
each other up throughout 
the game.”

Plano struggled to find 
any shooting space against 
Rochelle’s ball pressure, 
converting only two field 
goals in the first half 
and scoring just seven 
points. Junior Torrin Nantz 
sparked the Lady Hub 
offense with a pair of 
3-pointers in the first 
quarter before drilling her 
third of the evening in the 
second quarter for nine 
points. Sophomore Alivia 
Henkel gave great effort 
off the bench, scoring a 
team-high 10 points and 
anchoring the Rochelle 
defense on the perimeter. 
The Lady Hubs led 16-5 
after the first quarter and 
27-7 at halftime.

“We came together 

before the season and it 
was a tough adjustment 
for us with a new coach, 
but we’ve become a fam-
ily this season and we’re 
so close with each other,” 
Davis-Carter said. “We 
work so well together and 
we have a lot of fun dur-
ing practice, but we also 
make sure we’re constantly 
focused and ready for the 
next game. It’s crazy that 
we’ve won 15 games, 
especially because we’ve 
had a lot of injuries. We’ve 
always fought through it 
and toughened up and our 
younger players have re-
ally stepped up.”

Two underclassmen 
stepped up for the Lady 
Hubs in the third quarter 
including freshman Ken-
dyl Darby, who banked 
home two low-post shots 
under the basket and split 
two free throws to cap 
off a seven-point perfor-
mance in the win. Senior 
Josie Lundquist swished 
a 3-pointer in each of the 
last two quarters for the 
Lady Hubs, who led 39-14 
after three quarters and out-
scored the Reapers 26-12 

in the second half. Senior 
Jordin Dickey canned 
two triples in the fourth 
quarter in her return from 

a shoulder injury, finishing 
with six points while Lun-
dquist ended the game with 
eight points. Rochelle’s 15 

victories are the most in 
a single season since the 
2012-13 season, where the 
Lady Hubs won 20 games.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

A man and woman needed to clean 
the office, 4hr each ( 3 times a week) 
Rochelle area, 20  per hr. Please call 
Mira at 630-669-9004.

RN
LSPEC

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAX DEED NO.: 
2022TX7 FILED: 
2/4/2022 TAKE 
NOTICE County of 
Ogle Date Premises 
Sold: November 5, 
2019 Certificate No.: 
2018-00206 Sold 
for General Taxes of 
(Year): 2018 Sold for 
Special Assessment 
of (Municipality) and 
Special Assessment 
Number: N/A Warrant 
No.: N/A Installment No.: 
N/A THIS PROPERTY 
HAS BEEN SOLD 
FOR DELINQUENT 
TAXES Property 
Located at: SE 1/4 
CITY OF ROCHELLE 
A N N E X A T I O N 
201806754 Legal 
Description or Property 
Index No.: 24-13-426-
003 This notice is to 
advise you that the 
above property has 
been sold for delinquent 
taxes and that the 
period of redemption 
from the sale will expire 
on July 29, 2022. The 
amount to redeem is 
subject to increase at 6 
month intervals from the 
date of sale and may 
be further increased if 
the purchaser at the 
tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any 
subsequently accruing 
taxes or special 
assessments to redeem 
the property from 
subsequent forfeitures 
or tax sales. Check with 
the County Clerk as to 
the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also 
to advise you that a 
petition has been filed 
for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and 
the right to possession 
of this property if 
redemption is not made 
on or before July 29, 
2022. This matter is set 
for hearing in the Circuit 
Court of Ogle County in 
106 S. 5th St., Oregon, 
IL 61061, Room 302, on 
August 18, 2022 at 9:00 
AM. You may be present 
at this hearing, but your 
right to redeem will 
already have expired 
at that time. YOU ARE 
URGED TO REDEEM 
IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS 
OF PROPERTY 
Redemption can be 
made at any time on or 
before July 29, 2022 by 

applying to the County 
Clerk of Ogle, Illinois at 
the Office of the County 
Clerk in Oregon, 
Illinois. FOR FURTHER 
I N F O R M A T I O N 
CONTACT THE 
COUNTY CLERK 
105 South 5th Street 
Suite 104 Oregon, IL 
61061 (815) 732-1110 
Equity One Investment 
Fund LLC Purchaser 
or Assignee February 
9, 2022 Oakbrook 
Bank as Trustee, Trust 
#3331 Chicago Title 
Land Trust Company 
as Successor Trustee 
to Oakbrook Bank as 
Trustee u/t/a dated 
3/01/2004, a/k/a Trust 
No. 3331 Christian Van 
Christian Van Christian 
Van Christian Van Laura 
J. Cook, County Clerk 
of Ogle County, Illinois 
Claimants, Judgment 
Creditors, and Decree 
Creditors, if any of the 
above described as 
“Unknown Owners” 
“Unknown owners or 
parties interested in 
said land or lots”
No. 0216 (Feb. 16, 20, 
23)

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAX DEED NO.: 
2022TX8 FILED: 
2/4/2022 TAKE 
NOTICE County of 
Ogle Date Premises 
Sold: November 5, 
2019 Certificate No.: 
2018-00227 Sold 
for General Taxes of 
(Year): 2018 Sold for 
Special Assessment 
of (Municipality) and 
Special Assessment 
Number: N/A Warrant 
No.: N/A Installment No.: 
N/A THIS PROPERTY 
HAS BEEN SOLD FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES 
Property Located 
at: 821 6th Avenue, 
Rochelle, IL 61068 
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.: 24-
24-307-005 This notice 
is to advise you that 
the above property has 
been sold for delinquent 
taxes and that the 
period of redemption 
from the sale will expire 
on July 29, 2022. The 
amount to redeem is 
subject to increase at 6 
month intervals from the 
date of sale and may 
be further increased if 
the purchaser at the 
tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any 

subsequently accruing 
taxes or special 
assessments to redeem 
the property from 
subsequent forfeitures 
or tax sales. Check with 
the County Clerk as to 
the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also 
to advise you that a 
petition has been filed 
for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and 
the right to possession 
of this property if 
redemption is not made 
on or before July 29, 
2022. This matter is set 
for hearing in the Circuit 
Court of Ogle County in 
106 S. 5th St., Oregon, 
IL 61061, Room 302, on 
August 18, 2022 at 9:00 
AM. You may be present 
at this hearing, but your 
right to redeem will 
already have expired 
at that time. YOU ARE 
URGED TO REDEEM 
IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS 
OF PROPERTY 
Redemption can be 
made at any time on or 
before July 29, 2022 by 
applying to the County 
Clerk of Ogle, Illinois at 
the Office of the County 
Clerk in Oregon, 
Illinois. FOR FURTHER 
I N F O R M A T I O N 
CONTACT THE 
COUNTY CLERK 
105 South 5th Street 
Suite 104 Oregon, IL 
61061 (815) 732-1110 
Equity One Investment 
Fund LLC Purchaser 
or Assignee February 
9, 2022 Diana M 
Russell, Trustee Jason 
B. Russell Jason B. 
Russell Diana M. 
Russell as Trustee, 
under the provision of a 
private Trust Agreement 
known as Russell 
Land Trust # 1 dated 
2/20/2006 Unknown 
Heirs & Devisees for 
the Estate of Diana M. 
Russell Occupant Starr 
Mendoza Jonathan 
A Anderson Laura J. 
Cook, County Clerk of 
Ogle County, Illinois 
Claimants, Judgment 
Creditors, and Decree 
Creditors, if any of the 
above described as 
“Unknown Owners” 
“Unknown owners or 
parties interested in 
said land or lots” 
No. 0217 (Feb. 16, 20, 
23)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

Hwy 251 North (221 Powers Road)
1 Mile North of Rochelle in Hillcrest

(815) 562-2465

FREE
LOCAL 

PICKUP & 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE

H
S

20
15

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am

Call us for a ride: 815-562-5050
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

HUB SPOTLIGHT
McKenna

Cook

Year: Sophomore

Sport: Cheerleading

Veronica

Vaughn

Year: Freshman

Sport: Cheerleading

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Five years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: The team bonding with the 

girls and the coaches.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: Agricultural science

because I love my teacher 
and the opportunities.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Anybody who strives to 
be their best.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My mom because of her 
accomplishments and she 

strives for me to be my best.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be a farmer because it’s 

our family business and I want to 
make sure it stays that way.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

because of the country singers 
who have been there.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: The opportunities we receive 

and the teachers we have.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Six years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Being with my team.

Q: What is your favorite 
school subject and why?

A: I like English the most 
because I enjoy writing.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Simone Biles because she’s 
very inspiring considering what 

she’s been through.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My mom because she 

sacrifices everything for me 
and gives me all of her her 

love and support.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be a psychologist because 

I want to be able to help people 
handle mental health issues.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Montana because the views 

are absolutely gorgeous.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I enjoy being a part of the 
team and getting support from my 

peers and coaches.
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SPORTS SECTIONAL BOWLERS 
 
The Rochelle Lady Hub bowling team 
sent two girls to the sectional in Rockford. 
 
See page 11 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

Trio advances to state
Nadig, Villalobos, Gensler earn medals at IHSA 2A Sycamore Sectional
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RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs score Senior Night victory over Princeton
Eight seniors recognized before nonconference matchup with Tigers

The Rochelle Hub varsity basketball team celebrated its eight seniors before battling the Princeton Tigers in nonconference action 
Saturday afternoon. Rochelle defeated Princeton 59-54 and moved to 18-10 on the season. Above from left to right are team manager 
Amujin Purevdorj, Adam Kemp, Ryan Simmons, Zach Sanford, Cooper Hasz, Tanner Lager, Noah Brown and Forrest Gerber.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team saw three individuals earn medals and qualify for the IHSA State 
Championship meet later this week. Rochelle sent seven individuals to the IHSA 2A Sycamore Sectional on 
Friday and Saturday. Above from left to right are medalists Xavier Villalobos, Caleb Nadig and Grant Gensler.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SYCAMORE — Ro-
chelle freshman Xavier 
Villalobos went down 
to the wire with Morton 
senior Zane Ely in a battle 
of state-ranked athletes 
with a spot in the IHSA 
State Championship meet 
on the line.

Villalobos (42-5) and 
Ely (29-9) faced off in the 
consolation semifinals of 
the 113-pound bracket at 
the IHSA 2A Sycamore 
Sectional on Saturday, with 
the winner clinching a spot 
in the state meet. Villalobos 
entered the ring ranked 
No. 6 in Class 2A, while 
Ely took the mat ranked 
one spot higher at No. 5 in 
Class 2A. When the match 
began, Ely was the wrestler 
who took control, scoring 
a first-period takedown to 
take a 2-0 lead.

But Villalobos did ev-
erything in his power to 
stay in the match, riding 
for the full second period 
before earning an escape 
of his own during the third 
period to make the score 
2-1. Looking to push the 
pace with under 30 seconds 
left in the match, Villalobos 
successfully executed the 
fireman’s carry, using the 

maneuver to score the last 
takedown of the match in 
the final seconds to earn 
a 3-2 decision. Villalobos 
then defeated Rock Island’s 
Samuel Niyonkuru with 
an 11-3 major decision to 
take third in the sectional 
tournament.

“I tried tossing him in 
the first period but he rolled 
through and scored two on 
me,” Villalobos said. “I 
rode him out for two min-
utes straight in the second 
period and when I chose 
down in the third period, I 
knew I could get back up. 
When I was out, I knew I 
was down in the match so 
I had to really push myself. 
I felt him hanging on my 
shoulder, so I went for a 
fireman’s carry and I did 
everything I could to get on 
top. I hooked my ankle, I 
heard my coaches scream-
ing for me to get my two, 
which I did with two or 
three seconds left.”

Villalobos is one of 
seven wrestlers who rep-
resented Rochelle at the 
sectional meet and one 
of three who qualified for 
the IHSA State Champion-
ship meet. Senior Caleb 
Nadig (32-4) took third 
in the 145-pound bracket, 
recovering from a 3-1 loss 
against No. 1 ranked Joliet 

Catholic wrestler Mason 
Alessio in the semifinals 
with back-to-back victories 
in the consolation rounds. 
Nadig (No. 4) held off 
Freeport’s Jaylon Hail 7-3 

before edging No. 6 ranked 
Sterling wrestler Drew 
Kested 3-1 to take third in 
the tournament.

“I’m really excited to 
make it to the state meet 

and I’m even more ex-
cited to make the trip down 
there and give everything 
I have,” Nadig said. “I 
thought I wrestled a lot of 
good matches, but in the 

semifinals against the Joliet 
Catholic wrestler, I was too 
tense mentally and I didn’t 
get to my offense.”

See HUBS page 10

ROCHELLE — Zach 
Sanford’s recovery from an 
offseason knee injury came 
full circle on Saturday, 
when the talented forward 
earned the first home start 
of his senior season as the 
Rochelle Hub varsity bas-
ketball team faced a tough 
nonconference opponent 
in the Princeton Tigers for 
the team’s Senior Night 
matchup.

Tasked with defending 
6-foot-7 center Kaden 
Monroe, Sanford held his 
own while contributing 
eight points as the Hubs 
held off the Tigers 59-54 
for their second victory in 
two days. Rochelle (18-10, 
10-3 Interstate 8) will have 
two regular-season match-
ups remaining until begin-
ning the IHSA 3A Rochelle 
Regional next week.

“The nerves weren’t 
there for me tonight,” 
Sanford said. “I was much 
more nervous Friday night 
against Sandwich, but I 
felt much more prepared 
tonight. I thought Princeton 
was a really good matchup 
in terms of their height and 
we haven’t seen much of 
their height this season. 
[Kaden] Monroe was the 
biggest kid I’ve had to 
guard in my entire high 
school career, but it was 
really cool to face a kid with 

similar strength as me.”
Princeton guards Teegan 

Davis and Grady Thomp-
son started strong for the 
Tigers, combining for 10 
first-quarter points on five 
made field goals to give 
their team the early ad-
vantage. Despite Monroe 
finding his rhythm down 
low with seven of his 12 

points in the game dur-
ing the second quarter, 
Rochelle knocked down 
three 3-pointers to stay 
within striking distance. 
With the Hubs trailing 26-
22 at halftime, senior Ryan 
Simmons drilled two triples 
in the third quarter while 
Sanford converted a pair 
of low-post baskets.

“We needed to lock 
down defensively in the 
second half,” Sanford said. 
“We were hedging and 
switching a lot more than 
we were in the first half 
and we eliminated a lot of 
their shooting. It feels re-
ally good to win this game 
and we’re getting much 
closer to the 20-win mark 

and a potential conference 
championship.”

Senior Tanner Lager also 
showed up in the second 
half, sinking two floaters 
in the third quarter and 
scored on two aggressive 
drives to the rim in the 
fourth quarter to cap off 
an 11-point evening. After 
bringing the Tigers within 

one point after three quar-
ters, Rochelle took the lead 
over in the fourth quarter, 
where Simmons swished 
another 3-pointer and went 
2-for-2 from the free-throw 
line down the stretch to 
finish with a game-high 18 
points in the game. 

See BOYS page 9


