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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

MENDOTA – The Illinois De-
partment of Transportation has an-
nounced that work to repair the U.S. 
34 bridge crossing Interstate 39 at 
exit 72 in Mendota began on March 
28. There will be some short-term 
lane closures in both directions at 
the start of the project.

Work will preserve the life of the 
bridge by replacing expansion joints 
and applying a latex overlay onto the 
bridge deck. Also, the shoulders will 
be resurfaced and the slope wall will 
be replaced. One lane of traffic will be 
maintained on U.S. 34 at the bridge, 
and traffic on the highway and I-39 exit 

ramps will be controlled with traffic 
signals. The $1.08 million project is 
scheduled to be completed by the end 
of the summer.

Motorists can expect delays and 
should allow extra time for trips through 
this area, and be prepared for slow and 
stopped traffic. To avoid the work area, 
when feasible, use of alternate routes 
should be considered. Drivers are 
urged to pay close attention to changed 
conditions and signs in the work zones, 
obey posted speed limits, refrain from 
using mobile devices, and be alert for 
workers and equipment.

Over the next six years, IDOT is 

planning to improve more than 3,535 
miles of highway and around 9 million 
square feet of bridge deck as part of the 
Rebuild Illinois capital program, which 
is investing $33.2 billion into all modes 
of transportation. Accomplishments 
through Year Two included approxi-
mately $5.2 billion in improvements 
statewide on 3,020 miles of highway and 
270 bridges along with 428 additional 
safety improvements.

For IDOT District 3 updates on Twit-
ter, follow at @IDOTDistrict3. View 
area construction details on IDOT’s 
traveler information map at www.get-
tingaroundillinois.com.

Traffic will be going at a slower pace on U.S. 34 at the I-39 overpass as repair work on the bridge began on March 
28 and will continue well into the summer. (Reporter photo)

Repair work begins at 34 & I-39

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota High School District 
280 Board of Education met 
in regular session on March 
21. The board handled nu-
merous personnel matters 
and discussed the registration 
fee for the next school year, 
among other items.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Principal Denise Augh-
enbaugh reported that there 
were 19 early graduation re-
quests, which were approved 
for the 2022-23 school year.

Aughenbaugh stated that 
the SAT state testing was 
recently given to all juniors.

Steve Hanson, athletic 
director, gave a presentation 
on behalf of the Athletic 
Committee and provided an 
overview of the winter sports 
season.

Aughenbaugh congratu-
lated faculty member Eric 
Straughn, Academic Chal-
lenge sponsor, and the stu-
dents for advancing to the 
sectional competition on 
March 10. The students were 
Faith Anderson, Madelyn 
Becker, Logan Brandner, 
Logan Dewey, Alexis Fin-
ley, Abby Kunz, Ted Land-
graf, Paige Manning, Maya 
Martin, Martin Murillo, 
Carlos Olivas, Avery Pierce, 
Elizabeth Schillinger, Jacob 
Swope and Grace Wasmer.

The principal also com-
mended faculty member 

District 280 waives
registration fees for
2022-23 school year
q Board handles personnel matters

Jason Artman for his efforts 
moving MHS forward on the 
Illinois Democracy Schools 
application. The team’s goal is 
to focus on strengthening and 
deepening its commitment to 
school-based civic learning.

Aughenbaugh presented 
the following informational 
items to the board:

• The Illinois Science 
Assessment (ISA) will be 
in late April for all juniors.

• The spring musical, 
Cinderella, will be presented 
April 1-3.

• The annual awards and 
scholarship assembly will 
be at 8 a.m. Tuesday, May 3.

• Prom will be Saturday, 
May 7. The grand march will 
be at MHS and the dance at 
the Mendota Civic Center.
SUPERINTENDENT’S 

REPORT
During Superintendent 

Jeff Prusator’s report, the 
board gave approval to waive 
registration fees for the 2022-
23 school year.

Also, approval was grant-
ed to move the April board 
meeting to Tuesday, April 19.

ACTION ITEMS
Following executive ses-

sion, the board approved 
numerous action items.

The following resigna-
tions were accepted: 

By ANDREW HENSEL
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD – A new report shows 
that Illinois ranks 25th in the country in 
employment recovery, with unemployment 
down 85% from this time last year.

The study conducted by 
WalletHub shows Illinois’ 
job recovery post-pan-
demic and highlights how 
states are recovering in the 
job market.

All 50 states were ranked 
1-50 based on job recovery. 
South Carolina ranked at 
the top of the list with Iowa 
and Arizona. New Mexico 
was at the bottom.

Jill Gonzalez of WalletHub explained 
why Illinois has seen a decrease in unem-
ployment claims.

“This means that the decreasing 
COVID-19 cases brought on a high 
number of new jobs and new workers,” 
Gonzalez said. “These are both signs that 
the pandemic’s hold on the economy is 
also decreasing.”

Illinois has been a Democratic state 
when voting in elections over the past 
handful of elections. Gonzalez highlighted 
how that factors into the state’s recovery.

“With an average ranking of 27 of the 
most recovered states, blue states had 
worse recovery from unemployment ranks 
than red, which ranked 25th on average,” 
Gonzalez said.

Illinois has received over $8 billion in 
federal tax funds as part 
of the American Rescue 
Plan Act to help deal with 
pandemic-related issues. 
Gonzalez said with the un-
employment rates starting 
to decline, federal funding 
could be on its way out.

“The U.S. unemploy-
ment rate is now at 3.9%, 
which is very close to 

the pre-pandemic normal of 3.5%, “ 
Gonzalez said. “These numbers give 
the federal reserve room to start with-
drawing the economic support that was 
put in place at the start of COVID-19’s 
onslaught.”

The unemployment rate for Illinois 
in January was at 5%, higher than the 
national average. 

Illinois has shown the fourth fastest 
recovery in the Midwest with only Iowa, 
South Dakota and Minnesota ranked 
above Illinois in terms of unemployment 
recovery.

Illinois’ unemployment rate returning 
to pre-pandemic levels, still ranks high

By KEVIN BESSLER
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD –  An 
analysis by a moving com-
pany shows people continue 
to flee the Land of Lincoln. 

The Allied Magnet States 
report  shows Illinois had 
the highest percentage of 
outbound residents in 2021, 
more than any other state. 
The report analyzes moves 
by Allied Van Lines custom-
ers and home-value data from 
Zillow to provide moving 
and housing trends.

“Illinois is primarily about 
work and cost of living,” 
Allied President Steve McK-
enna said. “People are looking 
to lower their cost of living by 
buying the Sun Belt.”

Of the total number of 
people moving over the Illi-
nois state line in 2021, 68% 
were moving away while 
32% were inbound. 

For the past five years, 
Illinois has been in the top 
10 for the top outbound 
states, along with California, 
Michigan and Pennsylvania.

Moving company study shows more people 
left Illinois than any other state last year
q Work, cost of living among reasons for exodus from state

Sixty-eight percent of the total number of people moving 
in Illinois were leaving the state in 2021.

Chicago tops the list of 
metro areas that originat-
ed the most net outbound 
moves, sending the most 
people south and west to 

Phoenix, Los Angeles and 
Houston.
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Northbrook School February Students of the Month

Eighth Grade
February Students of the Month in eighth grade at 
Northbrook School, left to right, are Brody Kaecker, 
Edoardo Romero, Madison Work-McLain, Hanna Kunz 
and seventh-grader Michelle Cuevas.

Fifth Grade
February Students of the Month in fifth grade at North-
brook School, left to right, are Kylee Bonnell, Romeo 
Sanchez, Laurali Thompson, Samuel Arteaga, and Lumen 
Setchell. (Photos contributed)

Sixth Grade
February Students of the Month in sixth grade at North-
brook School, left to right, are TJ LaChance, Susana 
Enriquez, Trinitie Thompson and Gage Richey.

Seventh Grade
February Students of the Month in seventh grade at North-
brook School, left to right, are Maci Winn, Favion Romero, 
Alexa Carlos, Rashaad Mayfield and Angel Negron.

SPRINGFIELD – Secre-
tary of State and State Librar-
ian Jesse White has awarded 
more than $1.4 million in FY 
22 School District Library 
Grant Program awards to 
672 public school districts. 
More than 1.5 million Illinois 
students served by school 
library programs will benefit 
from the grants.

Among the grant recip-
ients are Mendota High 
School District 280 ($850) 

Mendota District 280, 289 awarded School Library grants
and Mendota Elemen-
tary School District 289 
($878.98).

“As a former public 
school teacher and adminis-
trator, I know our school li-
braries are critical in helping 
students learn and prepare 
themselves for the future,” 
White said. “Illinois was 
the first state to implement 
a school district grant pro-
gram, and I’m pleased that 
we can continue to provide 

school libraries with some of 
the financial resources they 
need to produce well-educat-
ed students.”

From FY 22 appropri-
ations approved by the 
General Assembly and the 
Governor, school library 
grants were awarded based 
on a formula of $.885 per 
student, with a minimum 
grant award of $850. The 
School District Library Grant 
Program is used for:

• Fiction and/or non-fic-
tion books 

• Educational CDs and 
DVDs

• Library subscriptions 
• Electronic resources
• New computers 
• Wi-Fi connectivity im-

provements
Information concern-

ing the grant program can 
be found at: ilsos.gov/de-
partments/library/grants/
schoolpercapgrant.html.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling1 SellingWalk-In TubWalk-In Tub
Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 865-267-0149

www.BuySafeStep.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any 

previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No 
cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

815-267-0149
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots
to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

Call Today for Your FREE Estimate!
18 815-673-7216

RECEIVE A $50
DARDEN GIFT CARD

INSTALLATION*

$99
ONLY

*Does not include cost of material. Expppires 3///31///22. All ppparticipppants who
attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer
sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection.
This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married
or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and
complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo
ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members,
previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within
the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers.
Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that
LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems
it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.
com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed
to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of
promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Offer ends 3/31/22.

•LLLIIIFFFEEETTTIIIMMMEEE NNNOOO-CCCLLLOOOGGG WWWAAARRRRRRAAARRANNNTTTYYYTTY
•MADE ONSITE SPECIFICAACALLY FOR YOUR HOME
•THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTTTTER SYSTEM.

•SCRAARATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

q The students nominated for the principal award 
this past week included Eliana Garrett, Phoenix Orseno, 
Kennedy Piller, Renata Falcon, Eva Eslinger, Daniel 
Ramirez and Jeannella Borelli. The winners were Ellie 
Sester, Mateo Escatel, Nehemiah Barbee and Isaiah 
Orozco. Congratulations to all of you!

q We celebrated the March principal award winners 
with a pizza lunch on March 25. The following students 
were invited: Fianna Figueroa, Jayden Escatel, Elle Zinke, 
Blair Milus, Valeria Gomez, Olivia Mathieu, Ellie Sester, 
Mateo Escatel, Ximena Salinas, Bryson Sondgeroth, Eva 
Eslinger, Jorge Montes, Julian Montes, Rodolfo Romero, 
Avary Foltynewicz, Averie Falcon, Nehemiah Barbee, 
Isaiah Orozco and Francisco Medina. A picture of the 
students is in this week’s Mendota Reporter.

q Blackstone is planning registration for new kinder-
garten students for the 2022-2023 school year. We are 
currently preparing folders with registration directions 
and information for incoming kindergarten students. We 
are asking parents of new kindergarten students to come 
to Blackstone to pick up this registration information on 
Tuesday, April 5 from 3:30-6 p.m.; Wednesday, April 6 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. or Thursday, April 7 from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. If you have any questions about the registration 
process or if you are unable to attend one of those three 
times, please contact our office at 539-6888.

q Registration for our current students in grades K-7 
will take place after spring break. Students will bring 
home registration information for the 2022-23 school year.

q Spring break will be here before we know it. Parents 
should mark their calendars that there will be no school 
from April 11-18. School will resume on April 19.

Blackstone Pizza Lunch
Blackstone School students who were at the March 
Principal Award Pizza Lunch, front row, left to right, 
are Fianna Figueroa, Jayden Chavez, Elle Zinke, Blair 
Milus, Olivia Mathieu and Ellie Sester. Middle row, 
Mateo Escatel, Ximena Salinas, Bryson Sondgeroth, Eva 
Eslinger and Jorge Montes. Back row, Julian Montes, 
Rodolfo Romero, Avary Foltynewicz, Averie Falcon, 
Nehemiah Barbee, Isaiah Orozco and Francisco Medina.
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send 
informative, interesting & educational 

newspapers to the Mendota School System 
throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2021-2022 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

PRINCETON – In an 
effort to demonstrate to all 
the fourth graders in Bureau 
County the importance of 
agriculture in their lives, the 
Bureau County Farm Bureau 
Women’s Committee held 
its 26th Annual Ag Fair on 
March 17, after a two-year 
break due to COVID.

The Ag Fair is a daylong 
event at the Bureau County 
Fair Grounds in which stu-
dents make timed stops (9 
minutes at each station) to 
14 different learning centers.  
These stations range from 
dairy, embryology, safety, 
pork, corn, seed science, con-
servation, beef, soybeans, 
pollinators, ag technology, 
equipment, large animals, 
and small animals.

The Farm Bureau Wom-
en’s Committee and the 
Bureau County Ag Coalition 
Committee originally started 
Ag Fair. The Ag Coalition 
Committee consists of a 
member from each participat-
ing Ag Fair station. This com-
mittee was originally formed 
to develop and oversee the 
goals set for the Ag Fair. 
Over time, the Ag Coalition 
Committee has handed the 
organizing process over to the 
Women’s Committee, where 
the chairperson takes the lead 
on final decision-making. 
The Ag Coalition Members 
then handle the planning of 
their individual presentations. 
Each year the Ag Fair is eval-
uated. Any considerations for 
changes come through obser-
vation of the event, teacher’s 
input from evaluation sheets 
and suggestions made by 
volunteers.

Tim Harris speaks to the students about dairy during 
the Bureau County Ag Fair. He explained the journey 
their milk takes from the cow at the farm to the glass on 
their tables. He also showed the students how a milking 
machine works. (Photo contributed)

Bureau Co. 4th-graders attend Ag Fair

The committee begins 
the planning process about 
six months in advance of 
the Ag Fair each year. The 
committee works with local 
businesses, farmers, county 
commodity groups, U of 
I Extension, our local FS 
and SWCD as well as state 
commodity groups to make 
presentations at each station. 
Volunteers are recruited, a 
total of 75, to serve as pre-
senters, leaders of the classes, 
timekeepers, bus directors, 
goodie bag distributors and 
several other jobs including 
set-up and clean-up workers.

The day prior to the fair 
the presenters take time to set 
up their displays and the set-
up crew put up tables, chairs, 
and partitions at each station. 
The day of the fair coffee, 
juice, doughnuts, lunch and 
snacks are provided by Farm 
Bureau and served to all the 

presenters and volunteers.
Following the Ag Fair, 

each student was given a bag 
of goodies that the committee 
put together, which contains 
items donated by each of 
the presenters from color-
ing books to balloons and 
pencils. The teachers were 
given an evaluation that will 
assist not only the committee, 
but also the presenters next 
year. As a follow up, the 
committee is sponsoring a 
thank you card drive for all 
the volunteers for the event. 
Students are encouraged to 
draw about their favorite 
part of the educational event.

A teacher attending a 
past Ag Fair best sums up 
the event, “Ag Fair is the 
best-kept secret in Bureau 
County.”  This year approx-
imately 300 students from 
18 classrooms attended the 
Ag Fair.

LaSALLE – University of Illinois Ex-
tension invites registered LaSalle County 
4-H members, aged 8 to 18, in their first 
or second year of 4-H to 
participate in the upcoming 
New Member Project Night. 
This event will take place 
at the University of Illinois 
Extension Education Center 
and Community Teaching 
Kitchen at 944 First St., La-
Salle, on Thursday, April 21 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Members will make a geometric canvas 
craft that is eligible to exhibit at the fair 
and participate in a mock project judging 
so they can be confident showing in their 
first (or second) LaSalle County 4-H fair. 
This event is free, but pre-registration 
at https://go.illinois.edu/lcnewmember 
is required to ensure there are enough 
supplies. Parents or project helpers are 
encouraged to attend, masks are optional 
and guidelines in place at the time of the 

program will be followed. Space is limit-
ed, so register soon to reserve your spot.

The Mission of University of Illinois 
Extension is to provide prac-
tical education you can trust 
to help people, businesses and 
communities solve problems, 
develop skills and build a 
better future. University of 
Illinois Extension provides 
equal opportunities in pro-
grams and employment. 
Visit its website at https://

extension.illinois.edu/blmp 
If you have questions or need more 

information, please call University of 
Illinois Extension- Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, Putnam Unit Office at 815-
224-0889. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation to participate, please 
indicate when registering or contact the 
Extension office. Extension offices are 
located in Princeton, Ottawa, Henry and 
in Oglesby on the IVCC campus.

New 4-H member project workshop 
scheduled for April 21st in LaSalle

AMBOY – The Lee 
County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation is excited to announce 
the recipients of its annual 
Books by the Bushel grant 
donations to promote agri-
culture education. 

Dixon Family YMCA, 
Faith Christian Preschool, 
Franklin Grove Public Li-
brary and Sauk Valley Chris-
tian Home Educators were 
each named recipients of a 
bushel basket of 11 agricul-
ture-related children’s books 
through the Books by the 
Bushel grant program.

The mission of the Lee 
County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation is to fund and encour-
age ag-related educational 
opportunities to the youth 
of Lee County through 
programs like Books by the 
Bushel, Ag in the Classroom, 
and college scholarships. If 
you would like more infor-
mation about the programs of 

Amy Runkle, Library Director, accepts the Books by the 
Bushel donation on behalf of the Franklin Grove Public 
Library. (Photo contributed)

Books by the Bushel donations awarded 

the Lee County Farm Bureau 
Foundation, visit their web-

site,  www.lcfbfoundation.
org or call (815) 857-3531.

LaSALLE – Thanks to a $19,000 grant 
awarded by the Illinois State Library, a De-
partment of the Office of Secretary of State, 
using funds provided by the U.S. Institute 
of Museum and Library Services under the 
provisions of the American Rescue Plan of 
2021, the LaSalle Public Library is pleased 
to offer a new service by providing in-house 
use of Laptops, Chromebooks, and Tablets 
for the public.

Users ages 12 & above with a library card  
in good standing will be allowed to check-out 
one of the mobile devices for up to 90 minutes 

while within the Library building. Users will 
need to present a valid Photo ID, which will 
be held at the service desk while the device 
is in use and complete the user agreement. 

The mobile devices are available on a 
first-come-first-serve basis from 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays; and 10 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. on Saturdays.  

The LaSalle Public Library is located at 
305 Marquette, LaSalle and is ADA compliant 
and welcoming. For more information, please 
call the Library at 815-223-2341.

LaSalle Library now offering in-house use of computers

Mendota Weather March 30, 2022
Seven Day Forecast

Wednesday

Rain Likely

High: 63 Low: 35

Thursday

Showers Likely

High: 40 Low: 27

Friday

Partly Cloudy

High: 46 Low: 30

Saturday

Rain & Snow 
Possible

High: 48 Low: 32

Sunday

Isolated Snow

High: 51 Low: 36

Monday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 47 Low: 30

Tuesday

Few Showers

High: 52 Low: 37

In-Depth Forecast
Wednesday we will see cloudy skies 

with a 100% chance of rain, high of 

63°, humidity of 83%. South wind 14 

to 19 mph. The record high for 

Wednesday is 83° set in 1986. Expect 

cloudy skies Wednesday night with a 

100% chance of rain, overnight low 

of 35°. Southwest wind 14 to 18 mph. 

The wind chill for Wednesday night 

could reach 27°. The record low for 

Wednesday night is 7° set in 1969.

Last Week's Local Almanac
Date Hi Lo Normals Precip

Monday 74 46 47/28 0.00"

Tuesday 56 50 47/28 0.06"

Wednesday 55 44 48/28 0.50"

Thursday 45 39 48/29 0.00"

Friday 49 36 49/29 0.00"

Saturday 36 27 49/29 0.00"

Sunday 36 25 50/30 0.00"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rainfall 0.56"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal rainfall 0.58"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure -0.02"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average temp 44.1°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average normal 38.5°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure +5.6°

Data as reported from Peru, Ill.

Local Sun/Moon Chart This Week
Day Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Wednesday 6:42 a.m. 7:19 p.m. 6:20 a.m. 5:44 p.m.

Thursday 6:41 a.m. 7:20 p.m. 6:44 a.m. 6:52 p.m.

Friday 6:39 a.m. 7:21 p.m. 7:06 a.m. 7:59 p.m.

Saturday 6:37 a.m. 7:22 p.m. 7:29 a.m. 9:04 p.m.

Sunday 6:36 a.m. 7:24 p.m. 7:52 a.m. 10:10 p.m.

Monday 6:34 a.m. 7:25 p.m. 8:19 a.m. 11:14 p.m.

Tuesday 6:32 a.m. 7:26 p.m. 8:49 a.m. Next Day

New

4/1

First

4/9

Full

4/16

Last

4/23

Regional Cities
Wednesday  Thursday

City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx

65/37 ra 62/29 shAurora

69/38 ra 65/31 raChampaign

64/40 ra 59/32 shChicago

62/35 ra 58/27 raFreeport

66/38 ra 63/29 shJoliet

64/36 ra 60/29 raMoline

66/37 ra 62/30 raPeoria

63/35 ra 58/27 shRockford

67/38 ra 64/31 raSpringfield

Local UV Index

                  
0 - 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11+  

UV Index

0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate,

6-7: High, 8-10: Very High,

11+: Extreme Exposure

www.WhatsOurWeather.com

Weather History
March 30, 1987 - A storm spread heavy 
snow across the Ohio Valley and lower 
Great Lakes region. Cleveland received 16 
inches of snow in 24 hours, their second 
highest total of record. Winds gusting to 50 
mph created 8-12 foot waves on 
Lake Huron.

March 31, 1973 - A devastating tornado 
took a nearly continuous 75-mile path 
through north central Georgia, causing 
more than 113 million dollars in damage, 
the highest total of record for a natural 
disaster in the state.

Weather Trivia
How many cloud 
droplets does it take to 
make a raindrop? ?

Answer: It takes about one million 
droplets to provide enough water for 
one raindrop.

National Weather Summary This Week
The Northeast will see cloudy skies with widespread rain, highest 

temperature of 74 in Cincinnati, Ohio. The Southeast will experience 

partly to mostly cloudy skies with scattered showers and isolated 

thunderstorms, highest temperature of 88 in Tampa, Fla. The central 

United States will see partly to mostly cloudy skies with isolated 

showers and thunderstorms, highest temperature of 90 in Rio Grande City, Texas. In the 

Northwest there will be partly cloudy skies with isolated rain, highest temperature of 65 

in Kennewick, Wash. The Southwest will see mostly clear to partly cloudy skies with 

the highest temperature of 88 in Salton City, Calif.
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

03
28

20
22

Lexi Klein

2022

HEAR What you've 
been missing!

815-626-3220
Sterling Hearing Aid Center

Latest Digital Technology • Maintenance & Repair
Friendly Service • Experienced Staff

MENDOTA CIVIC CENTER
Thursday, April 7th

9:30 am-1pm

03302022

By 
Appointment 
Only At This 

Time

CROSS
BODY
SHOP

QUALITY REPAIR WORK
SINCE 1948

1213 Meriden St., Mendota, IL

539-7010

AL’S LAWN 
SERVICE

815-910-6421
Commercial
Residential

large yards & farms
Yard Maintenance 
Mowing • Trimming 

Fully Insured

03282022

Notice of 
Annual 
Meeting

 

Mendota Cemetery
Association

 
All lot owners 

invited to attend
 

Thurs. April 7th, 2022
6:30 pm

Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 West Main St Mendota
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James P. Ketcham
LAKELAND, Fla. – In loving 

memory of James P. Ketcham, 78, of 
Lakeland, Fla., formerly of LaMoille, 
who passed away, Monday, March 
21, 2022. 

Services will be private. Lakeland 
Funeral Home is handling arrange-
ments.

He is survived by his wife of 58 
years Judy Hall, his four children, 
Brian (Tammy) Ketcham, Debra 
(Mark) Griffin, Dan (Vicki) Ket-
cham and Brad (Debbie) Ketcham, four grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren, two sisters, Bernice Anderson 
and Coreen McClure, along with many nieces and nephews. 

Jim was preceded in death by his parents, Willard and 
Amanda Ketcham, one brother, Verland, and three sisters, 
Ann Fultz, Jeanette Williamson and Marion Childs.

Jim started out working as a farmhand and then worked 
for Hart Carter Company in Mendota for 38 years holding 
several positions. He was a proud UAW member serving as 
the President for a time.

Jim enjoyed guns, grandchildren and gardening.
He will be missed. May he rest in peace.

OTTAWA – OSF Health-
Care Cardiovascular Insti-
tute in Ottawa is pleased 
to welcome Deirdre Casa-
grande, APRN, to its staff. 

She has over 27 years of 
experience and received her 
medical education from Pur-
due University in Calumet, 
Ind. Her specialty is also a 
labor of love. Casagrande has 
several family members with 
cardiovascular disease. She 
hopes that she can help fam-
ily, friends, and others live 
long, full lives by providing 
quality care and education.

Casagrande joins the 
cardiology team at 1050 
E. Norris Drive, Ste.1B, 
Ottawa. Appointments can 
be made by calling Ottawa 
at (815) 434-0276. She will 
also be seeing OSF Cardio-
vascular Institute patients at 
925 West St., Peru, phone 
(815) 780-3424 and 600 
E. First St., Spring Valley, 
call (814) 664-1151 for an 
appointment.

***
OSF Medical Group 

– Ear, Nose & Throat in 

M. Eager named to Dean’s List at Palmer 
DAVENPORT, Iowa – Madeline Eager of Mendota has 

been named to the fall 2021 Dean’s List at Palmer College 
of Chiropractic’s Main campus in Davenport, Iowa.

Palmer College of Chiropractic, the first and largest college 
in the chiropractic profession, has campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa; San Jose, Calif.; and Port Orange, Fla.

J. O’Donnell named to MSOE Dean’s List
MILWAUKEE, Wis. – Jenna O’Donnell of Mendota was 

named to the Milwaukee School of Engineering’s Dean’s 
List for the 2022 Winter Quarter. O’Donnell is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering.

Undergraduate students who have earned at least 30 credits 
and have a cumulative GPA of 3.20 or higher (out of 4.0) are 
on the Dean’s List. Students who have maintained a 3.70 or 
higher receive “high honors.”

Milwaukee School of Engineering (www.msoe.edu) is the 
university of choice for those seeking an inclusive community 
of experiential learners driven to solve the complex challenges 
of today and tomorrow. The independent, non-profit university 
has about 2,700 students and was founded in 1903. MSOE 
offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees in engineering, business 
and nursing. Faculty are student-focused experts who bring 
real-world experience into the classroom. This approach to 
learning makes students ready now as well as prepared for the 
future. Longstanding partnerships with business and industry 
leaders enable students to learn alongside professional men-
tors, and challenge them to go beyond what’s possible. MSOE 
graduates are leaders of character, responsible professionals, 
passionate learners and value creators.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Advertise in The Reporter!

It’s Garage
Sale time.

Ottawa is pleased to wel-
come Angela Vezzetti, PA, 
to its staff.

Vezzetti received her 
medical education from 
Midwestern University 
in  Downers Grove.  She 
has been in the ENT and 
allergy field since 2015 after 
working in primary care for 
over six years. Trust is an 
important part of her patient 
care philosophy. She wants 
all of her patients to trust that 
she has their best interests 
at heart.

Vezzetti will be providing 
outpatient otolaryngology 
services to patients from 
newborn to elderly.  She 
will perform routine ENT 
procedures, including nasal 
endoscopies, assist with 
in-office surgical procedures, 
allergy skin testing and im-
munotherapy.

She will have weekly 
clinic hours at OSF Medical 
Group – Ear, Nose & Throat 
office at 1050 E. Norris 
Drive, Ste. 3C, Ottawa. 
Appointments can be made 
by calling (815) 434-7473.

OSF welcomes staff membersLyle G. Younglove
MENDOTA – Lyle G. Younglove, 

83, of Mendota, passed away March 
24, 2022 in his home.

Funeral services will be Friday, 
April 1, 2022 at 11 a.m. at Mer-
ritt  Funeral Home, Mendota, with 
Rev. Jeff Schlesinger officiating. 
Cremation rites will be accorded after 
and private burial will be at Luther-
an Cemetery, Mendota at a later date. 
Visitation will be Thursday from 4-7 
p.m. at the funeral home. 

Lyle was born in Bloomington/Normal, Il. on May 3, 1938 
to James and Dorothy (Thompson) Younglove. He grew up 
in Arlington. Lyle married Barbara J.  Heward on July 3, 
1956 in Princeton.

Lyle is survived by his son Don (Peggy) Younglove and his 
daughter Debbie Younglove, both of Mendota, grandson Jason 
Ward (Jessica Trout-Levi) of Ohio, Ill., and granddaughters 
Sarah Younglove of Mount Morris and Madison Younglove 
of Mendota. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Barbara 
in 2017 and his son Dennis in 2016.

Lyle was employed as a supervisor at Motor Wheel 
Corporation from 1963 to 1996. He also co-owned and ran 
a service station in Mendota in the mid-1960s. Lyle found 
his passion for flying in the early 1960s. He  received his 
pilot’s license in 1967 and began flying full time. In 1978, 
he  saw a need to help the local farmers. Lyle started the 
Agricultural part of R & R Flight Service. His hard work 
and loyalty helped to build the business to last the test of 
time. Lyle also mentored many young pilots including his 
son Don. Until recently Lyle was very active in the business 
and helped maintain the airplanes.

Lyle was also a member of the Mendota Elks and was 
a lifelong member of the NAAA (National Agricultural Avia-
tion Association) and the IAAA (Illinois Agricultural Aviation 
Association. Lyle was one who loved to go for coffee with 
friends, stop for a beer on his way home from the airport, 
grab a bite to eat from the Elks. He didn’t like small talk 
but loved in-depth conversations. He also enjoyed driving 
his red convertible Thunderbird. He was one-of-a-kind and 
will be missed by many. 

Memorials may be directed to the Mendota Elks Lodge. 
Online condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

Luz M. Garza
JOLIET – Luz Maria Garza (nee 

Corona), 75, of Joliet and formerly 
of Mendota, passed away March 26, 
2022 at St. Joseph Medical Center, 
Joliet, due to her battle with serious 
medical issues.

Mass of Christian Burial will be 
Saturday, April 2, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. 
at Holy Cross Church, Mendota with 
Father Peter Pilon officiating. Burial 
will be at Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Mendota. Visitation will be Friday 
from 3-7 p.m. at the Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota with 
a 2:15 p.m. Rosary.

Luz was born April 6, 1946 in Mexico to Jesus and Ines 
(Marin) Corona. She married Tito Garza.

She is survived by her daughters, Leticia (Allen) Sykora, 
Diana Garza and Beatriz (Jesse) Sharp; seven grandchildren, 
10 great grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild, and many 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband 
Tito in 2001 and five siblings.

In recent years, she showed her courage in facing life’s 
challenges with her infectious smile. Despite the pain, she 
was a fighter until the end. Her favorite pastime was playing 
loteria, bingo and going to the casino.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH 

NOTICES (approximately 50 words in-
cluding name, age, date of death, time/date 
of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES 
will be printed at a cost of $50 to be billed 
to the arranging funeral home or prepaid 
with cash, check or credit card. Please sub-
mit obituaries or death notices to editor@
mendotareporter.com.

Log on
to our
website
for the
latest
Obits.

Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe
today. Call 815-539-9396.

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Part of Subway restaurant sign

Winner - Mary Stephenitch

Where is it…

in Mendota?
HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 
answer will be drawn 

each week. Prizes must be 
picked up at the Mendota 

Reporter Office.
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, April 1
Parmesan Baked Cod

Saturday, April 2
Chicken Alfredo

Full Menu Available Both Night
Wednesday Nights

Family Style Chicken with Spaghetti  
Potato and Salad Bar

$9.95 White Meat or $8.95 for Dark 
Full Menu Available

Thursday Nights - Wing Night
Hot - Mild - BBQ - Garlic - Plain - Garlic Parmesan

Bone-In or Boneless

03282022

c
h
p

P ork BBQ
Sponsored by Mendota Area  

Senior Services

Advance Tickets Are Available at MASS  
and Mendota Area Banks

Menu Includes:
2 BBQ PORK CHOPS     POTATO SALAD   

BAKED BEANS  ROLL & BUTTER   COOKIE
$15.00

Kids Hot Dog Special - $4.00

Wednesday, April 6, 2022 
Serving from 4:30PM to 7PM
at the Mendota Civic Center

Drive Thru Only 03
23

20
22

• Brittany Sledgister as para-
professional at the conclusion 
of the 2021-22 school year.

• Jon Steben as music 
teacher and vocal director at 
the conclusion of the 2021-22 
school year.

• Janet DeLong as con-
cession supervisor at the 
conclusion of the 2021-22 
school year.

• Steve Hanson as varsity 
boys’ basketball coach effec-
tive immediately.

• Nick Myers as freshman 
boys’ basketball coach effec-
tive immediately.

The following individuals 
were hired:

• Kim Scheppers as con-
cession supervisor beginning 
with the 2022-23 school year.

• Steve Wasmer as varsity 
boys’ basketball coach.

• Miguel Bermudez as 
assistant boys’ tennis coach.

The board approved John 
McCarthy as volunteer boys’ 
track and field coach. Fine Arts 
Department musical volun-
teers approved were Mike An-
derson, James Younger, Laura 
Younger, Kristen Swed, Sa-
mantha Masini, Anna Woods, 
Maria Emmons, Satomi Ra-
dostits, Megan Olson, Chris 
Hansen, Sarah Purlee, Kathy 
Jagiella, Aubrey Garretson 
and Melissa Wohrley.

The board approved the 
recommendations for teacher 
renewals for Paula Baker, 
Kristi Barajas, Nicole Crom-
well, Halley Hoffman, Joe 
Hughes, Kyra Koskotas and 
Alisa Stewart.

Teachers that were grant-
ed tenure were Keegan Hill 
and Robert Nunn.

Contract renewals for the 
2022-23 school year were 
awarded to Joe Masini, as-
sistant principal, and Steve 
Hanson, Dean of freshman 
students and athletic director.

The next regular meeting 
of the District 280 Board of 
Education will be Tuesday, 
April 19 at 6 p.m.

The analysis shows 
Springfield residents have 
packed up and headed 
to cities like St. Louis, 
Charleston, S.C., and Punta 
Gorda, Fla. 

Last year, Peoria res-
idents headed to Dallas, 
Tampa and Nashville.

According to a study by 
the Weldon Cooper Center 
for Public Service in Vir-
ginia, Illinois’ population 
is projected to contract 
by 3.1% from now until 
2040 – a decrease of nearly 
400,000 people. If that 
holds true, Illinois will go 
from being the sixth most 
populous state to the eighth 
most populous. 

Population decline con-
tributes to the lower eco-
nomic prospects of the state, 
as working families move 
on leaving fewer residents 
to shoulder increasing tax 
burdens.

According to the Allied 
report, for those who had 
work-related moves, Texas 
and California are the top 
destination states for the 
last five years, as both have 
strong economies and a large 
workforce.

McKenna said compa-
nies have been on the move 
as well.

“Corporat ions  have 
moved their facilities and 
locations to other places, 
especially to the Sun Belt 
from Texas over to Atlanta,” 
McKenna said.

Texas is projected to 
grow its population by more 
than five million residents 
by the end of the decade 
as an increasing number of 
companies are moving their 
operations to the Lone Star 
State. 

The top inbound states 
last year were South Car-
olina, Tennessee, North 
Carolina and Florida.

Dist. 280
Continued from Page A1

Moving
Continued from Page A1

Who’s Left in the
Reporter’s NCAA Contest?

Duke
Maze Lumber

Villanova
Maze Lumber

North Carolina
JC’s Headquarters

Kansas
Starved Rock Wood Products

NCAA CHAMPION

SPRINGFIELD  – The 
Illinois Department of Ag-
riculture (IDOA) announced 
two additional northern Illi-
nois counties will be placed 
under quarantine to control 
the spread of  Lymantria 
dispar, the destructive pest 
historically known as “gyp-
sy moth” that destroys trees 
and shrubs.

Boone (Belvidere) and 
Winnebago (Rockford) 
counties in north central 
Illinois will join Cook, 
DuPage, Kane, Kendall, 
Lake, LaSalle, McHenry, 
and Will counties in the 
Department’s quarantine 
order.  Lake County was 
the first county in Illinois to 
be quarantined, which was 
established in 2000.

“The  Lymantria dis-
par population in these coun-
ties has reached a critical 
level where steps need to be 
taken to protect other areas 
of the state from this destruc-
tive pest,” said IDOA Plant 
Regulatory Official, Scott 
Schirmer.  “These counties 
will remain eligible for par-
ticipation in the Lymantria 
dispar control program, and 
the Department will contin-

Two additional northern Illinois counties 
placed under Lymantria dispar quarantine
q Destructive pest known as ‘gypsy moth’ destroys trees, shrubs

LaSalle County is one of 10 counties in northern Illinois 
affected by the gypsy moth.

ue to aggressively treat the 
leading edge of the infesta-
tion in these counties.”  

Lymantria dispar  is a 
non-native pest. Large pop-
ulations of the pest are capa-
ble of stripping plants bare, 
leaving them susceptible to 
disease and environmental 
stressors. Severe defoliation 
can cause tree death. Un-
like the emerald ash borer, 
another non-native pest, 
which feeds exclusively 
on ash trees, the Lymantria 
dispar is not a picky eater. It 
will devour almost anything 

leafy and green as it feeds on 
over 250 species of plants, 
but especially prefers oak 
and willow trees.

Under the quarantine, 
all nursery and lumber 
products must be inspected 
or certified before they can 
be transported out of the 
10 counties.  In addition, 
residents of these counties 
must personally inspect 
vehicles, tents, outdoor 
lawn furniture, bicycles and 
other outdoor items for Ly-
mantria dispar egg masses, 
live moths and caterpillars 

before taking them from the 
quarantine zone.

Anyone convicted of il-
legally removing prohibited 
items from the quarantine 
area may be fined up to $500 
and the items themselves 
must be either immediately 
removed from the non-in-
fested area or immediately 
destroyed.

Male  Lymantria dis-
par  are brown with black 
chevron-like markings and 
have a wingspan of an 
inch-and-a-half. Female Ly-
mantria dispar  are slightly 
larger and typically white 
or cream-colored with sim-
ilar markings. The females 
cannot fly because of the 
weight of their eggs.

Infested sites will be 
treated with applications 
of either BtK (Bacillus 
thuringiensis var. Kurstaki), 
a naturally-occurring bacte-
ria used by gardeners as an 
environmentally-friendly 
alternative to chemical pes-
ticides, or mating disruption 
(MD), a  Lymantria dis-
par-specific pheromone that 
acts as a sexual attractant and 
prevents male  Lymantria 
dispar from breeding.

CHICAGO – As the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and resulting humanitarian crisis 
continue, Attorney General Kwame Raoul 
urged Illinois residents interested in sup-
porting relief efforts to be on the lookout for 
fundraising scams by individuals seeking to 
exploit the crisis for their personal profit.

 “Many Illinois residents are looking for 
ways to help people of Ukraine, and while 
making a charitable donation is a great way 
to do so, it is important that people exercise 
vigilance and research the charity before do-
nating,” Raoul said. “It is reprehensible that 
individuals would exploit this humanitarian 
crisis for personal gain, but taking the time to 
research a charity will help ensure that your 
donation goes to legitimate organizations 
engaged directly in providing aid to the 
people of Ukraine.”

 As Illinois residents seek out ways to sup-
port relief efforts in and around Ukraine, At-
torney General Raoul is encouraging people 
to do some research before making monetary 
or in-kind donations. Raoul recommends that 
individuals interested in making monetary 
contributions first find out whether the charity 
is providing direct aid in the region or raising 
money for other groups. Donors have a right 
to know how their money will be used, so 
Raoul also advised potential donors to ask 
questions to determine who will ultimately 
receive donations and whether the organiza-
tion is equipped to effectively provide aid.

For instance, unless the organization has 
staff and infrastructure to distribute clothing, 
food or other in-kind donations, those items 
may not reach the intended recipients. If a 
charity is requesting in-kind donations, Raoul 
urges donors to obtain information about the 
organization’s transportation and distribution 
plans, and be wary of organizations that are 
not experienced in providing such relief.

Under Illinois law, fundraisers and char-
itable organizations are required to register 
each year with the Attorney General’s office. 
To assist potential donors in making smart 
giving decisions, Attorney General Raoul pro-
vides important information about charitable 
organizations, such as income, expenditures 
and programs. This information is available 

on the Attorney General’s website.  
Attorney General Raoul also offered the 

following tips to help people ensure their 
donation will be used for its intended purpose:

• Ask how much of your donation will go 
to the charity and how much will be used to 
pay fundraising costs. Solicitors must give 
you this information if you ask.

• Pay close attention to the name of the 
charity. Some fraudulent charities use names 
that sound or look like those of legitimate 
organizations to mislead you.

• Ask questions about the charity. Donate 
only when your questions have been answered 
and you are certain your money will be used 
according to your wishes. Ask questions like 
whether the charity is registered with the 
Illinois Attorney General’s office and what 
percentage of the money the charity takes 
in goes to fundraising, administration and 
charitable programming.

• Exercise caution when giving on-
line.  Spam email solicitations that appear 
to be linked to relief groups could be from 
persons attempting to take advantage of those 
who want to help as the crisis in Ukraine 
continues. Be wary of any online solicitations 
from unfamiliar charities.

• Do not pay in cash. For security and tax 
record purposes, pay by check. Be sure to 
write the full official name of the charity on 
your check – do not abbreviate.

• Request written information. A legitimate 
charity will provide information outlining 
its mission, how your donation will be dis-
tributed, and proof that your contribution is 
tax deductible.

• Do not donate if the solicitor uses 
high-pressure tactics, asks for cash payment 
or insists on sending someone to pick up your 
donation. These are all hallmarks of a scam.

If a call or other solicitation seems suspi-
cious, Attorney General Raoul recommends 
that donors keep notes detailing the date 
and time of the contact, the organization’s 
name and the name of the solicitor when-
ever possible. Raoul encourages donors to 
contact his office’s Charitable Trust Bureau 
at (312) 814-2595 to report suspicious 
solicitation.

Attorney General Raoul encourages residents to 
be alert for scams tied to relief efforts for Ukraine

By Mike Weitl
We encourage you not 

to carry your Social Se-
curity card with you ev-
ery day.  The best way 
to “Guard Your Card” is 
to keep it in a safe place 
and share it only when 
required.  In fact, in most 
cases, just knowing the 
Social Security number 
should be enough.  In 49 
states and the District of 
Columbia, a Social Secu-
rity card isn’t required to 
request a Real ID.  Only 
Pennsylvania requires it.

Please be careful about 
sharing your number when 
asked for it.  You should 
a lways  ask  why your 
number is needed, how 
it will be used, and what 
will happen if you refuse.  
Also, you shouldn’t carry 
documents that display 
your number.

If you need a replace-
ment Social Security card, 
we make it easy.  You may 
be able to use a person-
al my Social Security ac-
count to request a replace-
ment on our website.  If 
you live in one of 46 par-
ticipating states or the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and are 
requesting a replacement 
card with no changes, like 
a name change, you can use 
our free online service at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount/
replacement-card.html.

Visit our Social Securi-
ty Number and Card page 
at www.ssa.gov/ssnumber 
to learn more about your 
Social Security card. 

Please read our fact-
sheet, How You Can Help 
Us Protect Your Social 
Security Number and Keep 
Your Information Safe,  at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-
05-10220.pdf

O u r  G u a r d  Yo u r 
Card infographic at, www.
ssa.gov/ssnumber/assets/
EN-05-10553.pdf, is an-
other great resource to 
understand whether you 
need to show your card.

Please share these re-
sources with your friends, 
and family – and post them 
on social media.

(Weitl is the Social Se-
curity District Manager 
in Peru.)

Guard your card: 
Protect what’s 
important to you
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from March 30, 1994.)
By Jessica Nashold

In 1954, Mendota voters rejected a 
proposal to accommodate seventh and 
eighth grade classes in an enlarged 
high school building. Soon after this 
rejection, a citizens’ committee was 
formed to study a number of alternatives 
to alleviate overcrowding.

Meeting March 30, 1954, in the H.D. 
Hume Co. office, the committee mem-
bers were drawn from six service clubs 
and the community at large, reflecting, 
they hoped, “all points of view.”

William Ashley was chairman, Leon 
Burright was vice chairman and Mrs. 
Josephine Coss served as secretary. 
The options were to be explored by 
sub-committees.

Option 1: Enlarge Blackstone and/
or Lincoln to include kindergarten 
through eighth grade. Chairman: Fred 
Montavon.

Option 2: Enlarge Blackstone and 
Lincoln to kindergarten through sixth 
grade and construct a new junior high 
school. Chairman: Charles Fahler.

Option 3: Construct a new school to 
receive students in kindergarten through 
sixth grade in excess of those taken care 
of in Lincoln and Blackstone, plus a 
junior high school system. Chairman: 
Vernon Setchell.

Option 4: House kindergarten through 
sixth grade classes in one building and 
seventh through 12th grade in a second 
building. Chairman: Millie Lippincott.

After many months of discussion, 
Option 3 was favored and voters ap-
proved purchase of a site on Guiles Av-
enue in October 1954. Construction of a 
new school and a bond issue to finance 
it was approved in a special election in 
January 1955. Classes in Northbrook 
began in October 1956.

***
A four-inch downpour on March 

24, 1954, followed by 65-mile-an-hour 
winds, closed the subways on South 
13th Avenue and just off Route 34 
on the east side. Water was eight feet 
deep beneath the Burlington tracks and 
Curley Herman ferried youngsters on 
their way to school through the subway 
in a row boat when trains blocked the 

tracks. They loved it.
Water in the basement of the 

new General Telephone building on 
Washington Street behind the library 
interrupted the charging of batteries 
to be used in connection with the dial 
system. Workmen pumped water from 
the basement for 10 hours, after which 
the drains were plugged. Charging of 
batteries was resumed.

Surprisingly, there were fewer 
flooded basements than usual after a 
heavy rain.

It is believed that cleaning 
the creek last fall played an 
important part in keeping at 
minimum the troubles of those 
with property along the banks 
of the Mendota river.

***
The Reporter was host to MHS 

Trojans named to all-conference teams 
at a banquet sponsored by the Northern 
Illinois Sportswriters Association. The 
banquet was held in Joliet. Coaches 
Ted Lewis and Lloyd Doenier were 
also guests. The all-conference Trojans 
were Wayne Rich, Jim Brown, Dick 
McMahon, Curt Truckenbrod, Glen 
Faber, Gary Beardsley, Charles Har-
mon, Leon Schlesinger, Denny Krenz, 
Ed Klinge and Walt Klinge. Another 
eligible Trojan, Wayne Lemmer, was 
unable to attend the banquet.

***
The eighth annual banquet spon-

sored by the Mendota Athletic Boosters 
Society (MABS) on March 29, 1954, 
had as its featured speaker, John Car-
michael, sports editor for the Chicago 
Daily News.

While in Mendota overnight, Car-
michael was contacted by his paper, 
alerting him to the news that the Chicago 
Cubs had just replaced manager Phil 
Cavaretta with Stan Hack.

***
Lions sponsored a performance by 

Gamma Phi Circus in the MHS gym. 

Sandra Montagnoli was crowned queen. 
Her attendants were Karen Doenier, 
Shirley Jones, Barbara Long and Jean 
Garrity. Proceeds from the circus were 
earmarked for improvements at the 
Kanteen.

***
Another Kanteen benefit was a din-

ner at the Lions Den attended by 240. 
Mrs. Lawrence Watson was chairman. 
Entertainment featured Connie Lee 
Burnett of Paw Paw, age 6, singing to 
accompaniment on the accordion by 
her sister, Bonnie Jean.

***
On March 24, 1954, automatic gates 

were installed by the CB&Q at the Sixth 
and Eighth street crossings. This includ-
ed automatic signals, electric flashers 
and bells. The Illinois Central planned 
to install automatic signals as well.

***
On March 25, members of the 

American Legion, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and Catholic War Veterans met to 
consider what lots might be available for 
the new veterans’ headquarters, or what 
existing buildings might be adapted for 
this purpose.

***
Mendota Community Hospital 

announced opening of a special room 
for expectant fathers. The Women’s 
Auxiliary had furnished it with ash 
trays, chairs, magazines, soft light, a 
radio and a cot.

If the hour of arrival proves 
unreasonable, a father with a 
day’s work ahead can catch 40 
winks and be sure of a tap on 
the shoulder if there are any 
bulletins from the delivery room.

***
ACE Cab began operating March 26, 

1954. Hours were from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
with a downtown station at Fayen & 
Seidell barber shop on Jefferson Street.

***
Hunkydory Dairy advertised home 

delivery of pasteurized or homogenized 
milk.

***
Classon’s planned an April 5, 1954 

opening date for their new store at 1315 
Meriden St. Classon’s had previously 
been located at Jefferson and Illinois in 
downtown Mendota.

Coping with voter rejection – 1954
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Scott Reeder
The problem with inflation is that there is more than 

enough blame to go around. 
Some folks will say it’s Joe Biden’s fault, others 

blame Donald Trump or Russia or Congress or the 
Federal Reserve. Maybe everybody is a little bit right 
or a little bit wrong.

I don’t know.
I grew up on a farm. And no one appreciates the 

dynamics of commodity pricing better than a farmer. 
Every morning my folks would turn 
on WGIL and listen to the price for 
a bushel of corn or soybeans and a 
hundredweight of hogs.

It was not a time for children to 
speak. This was important stuff.

But that didn’t keep me from asking 
annoying questions. At age 10, I might 
ask my father why the price of pork 
was high or low. And he would try to 
explain it in language a child could 

understand saying something like, “Fewer baby pigs 
were born six months ago and that means the supply is 
down and prices are going up.”

Or he might explain that we had favorable weather 
for raising corn and that had brought the supply of the 
grain up and price for it down.

And sometimes he might just scratch his head and 
say, “I don’t know why it’s doing what it is doing.”

My point? Rarely are there simple solutions to com-
plex problems like inflation.

But here are a few contenders in my book: the Fed-
eral Reserve has kept interest rates far too low for too 
long; Congress has been spending like crazy since the 
beginning of the pandemic; the labor market is tight and 
labor costs are rising; the pandemic has really messed 
up supply chains and left store shelves bare and made 
prices for what is left higher; and Russia invaded Ukraine 
upending the petroleum markets.

Inflation is a thief that steals from families and leaves 
us poorer.

So how can an individual combat inflation?
Here are some thoughts: negotiate everything. 
When I make a major purchase, I negotiate. For 

example, I purchased a wall-mounted fireplace from 
Ace Hardware last week. I asked an assistant manager 
how much she could knock off the price. She told me 
they don’t negotiate prices unless the item is damaged. 
After jokingly offering to whack it with a hammer, I got 
to dickering with the store’s top manager and he carved 
$75 off the purchase price.

Be pleasant but persistent. 
With the inflation rate between 7 and 8 percent, it’s 

smart to assume what you buy now would cost more 
later. So, for consumables, things you are certain to use 
no matter what, look for good prices and buy in bulk. 

For example, I recently bought 18 bottles of Arm and 
Hammer detergent when I saw a good price at Menards. 
Or I bought a 6-pack of Colgate toothpaste at Sam’s 
Club when I saw a good price.

I know that no matter what the economy does, I’ll be 
washing my clothes and brushing my teeth. By buying 
now and using later, I’m hedging inflation. It’s like 
buying a 7 percent bond. It’s not a flashy investment, 
but it is a pragmatic one.  

With labor prices escalating, it may be an appropriate 
time to consider spending money on that project you 
have been putting off. For example, I have a plumbing 
project that I have continually put off, but I know will 
eventually have to happen.

I got an estimate from my plumber several months 
ago that is good for six months. I have watched labor 
rates shoot up since then. So, I gave the greenlight to the 
project at the price it was bid at six months ago. Again, 
it’s like buying a bond paying at the rate of inflation.

I’ll be the first to admit, these aren’t easy undertak-
ings. It requires spending savings now in anticipation 
of those dollars in your bank account being worth less 
if they go unspent.

It’s hardly an ideal situation. But the economy is 
giving few alternatives to staying ahead of inflation.

(Scott Reeder a staff writer for Illinois Times can be 
reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.org.)

The battle with inflation

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924

CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ......815-539-7459

TREASURER
Heath Davis, 912 14th Ave., .........................815-539-7459

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., .............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., .............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......................815-866-5558

Mendota City Officials

Reeder

By Rich Lowry
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis had another moment that lit 

up the right, this time pushing back against Disney’s critique 
of the so-called “Don’t Say Gay” bill.

In his statement, DeSantis was absolutely stalwart, saying 
that the chances are “zero” that he’s going to back away 
from his support for the law. And he didn’t hesitate to go 
on offense against Disney. He said it had made a fortune 
off being family-friendly so should understand that families 
don’t want inappropriate material injected into the curriculum 
at schools and smacked the company for making money in 
China without denouncing the brutal practices of the Chinese 
Communist Party.

DeSantis had been equally forthright a few days earlier, 
contesting the dishonest “Don’t Say Gay” characterization 
by a reporter at a news conference. “It’s why people don’t 
trust people like you,” the governor said, “because you peddle 
fake narratives, and so we disabuse you of those narratives.”

This is the voice of the new Republican Party.
Which is not to say that the party wasn’t socially con-

servative before (George W. Bush ran against gay marriage 
in 2004), or that it didn’t criticize the media (one of George 
H.W. Bush’s best moments in 1988 was slamming Dan Rather 
during a live interview). But there’s a new combativeness that 
is clearly a reflection of how Trump underlined the power of 
cultural issues and changed the rules around how you deal 
with controversy -- by doubling down and hitting back harder.

Perhaps DeSantis would be just as inclined to rumble if 
Donald Trump had never emerged -- Chris Christie, for in-
stance, had considerable success with a “bring it on” attitude 
toward criticisms during his governorship.

What feels new, though, is the zest for combat on cultural 
issues, as well as a willingness to bring to bear public power 
to the fight where possible (government has every right to 
control what is and isn’t taught in government schools).

There’s also a complete intolerance for playing along with 
false media narratives.

And, lastly, there’s zero hesitation to stand up to corpora-
tions siding with the left in policy disputes. It seemed several 

years ago in the debates over religious-freedom restorations 
acts at the state level that corporations held the whip hand 
over state officials. Not anymore. Not after Republicans 
have learned that the appropriate response to such pressure 
is, “No. Hell, no.”

If this new approach draws on Trump, it should vitiate 
one of the arguments long made for Trump: “At least he 
fights.” Now, the party is full of people who want to fight in 
a broadly similar fashion -- however, with important differ-
ences from Trump.

In the “Don’t Say Gay” controversy, DeSantis isn’t re-
litigating what happened in the last election; he is freshly 
litigating a defense against a cutting-edge progressive cause.

He isn’t defending the indefensible; he’s defending the 
eminently defensible, in fact the unfairly maligned.

He isn’t dragging anyone through a fight occasioned by 
his personal failings or dubious practices; he’s standing up 
for a well-considered conservative initiative.

And he isn’t jousting with reporters who know more about 
the contested topic than he does; no, on this and pretty much 
everything else, he knows more than any of his antagonists.

So, DeSantis opens up a vista offering an important element 
of Trumpism without the baggage or selfishness of Trump.

The same can be said of Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton. He 
gave a speech the other day at the Ronald Reagan Presiden-
tial Library that thoughtfully integrated Trumpian populist 
themes with traditional GOP thinking.

Here is another vista, of a policy vision with a strong 
element of Trumpism that might have broad appeal to GOP 
voters of all stripes without the distracting obsessions of the 
former president.

This gets at what could be one of the most persuasive 
arguments to Republican voters for Trump not running again 
-- not that he needs to go away so the old party can be restored, 
but that he’s unnecessary because a new party has emerged.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Ron DeSantis and the new Republican Party
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$900

Double It For

$1500

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 

1/2 Off

Garden 
Center & 
Custom 

Landscape 
Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 

(815)538-4800
By Appointment Only

Tobacco and More
We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco 
for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, 

e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.

1001 Main St. Mendota 
815-539-3499

Mon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PM

Smooth Smokes 
Vape Shop

12
27

20
21

WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NICOTINE. 
NICOTINE IS AN ADDICTIVE CHEMICAL.

 

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub Trimming
• Brush & Yard Cleanup 

(branches, twigs, leaves)
• Stump Grinding

• Free Estimates • Fully Insured • 02282022

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

815-503-9273

IVCC offers 
free tutoring
Illinois Valley Community 
College peer tutors Eliza 
Atkinson, left, of Wal-
nut and Kelly Devert of 
Princeton study calculus 
recently in the Tutor-
ing and Writing Center. 
The center provides free 
in-person and virtual aca-
demic support to the IVCC 
community. Summer ses-
sion registration begins 
Thursday, March 31 and 
fall semester enrollment 
opens Wednesday, April 6. 
(Photo contributed)

IVCC News Briefs

IVCC registration dates approaching
OGLESBY – Registration for Illinois Valley Community 

College summer courses begins Thursday, March 31 and fall 
opens Wednesday, April 6.

New students should call (815) 224-0360 to make a coun-
seling appointment. Counselors are available on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. 

Current students can view course information and register 
online at www.ivcc.edu/webadvisor. 

Summer Session A begins May 16, B session May 31 and 
C June 8. Fall semester begins Aug. 15.

Computer Basics course starts April 15
OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College’s Con-

tinuing Education Office offers “Computer Basics Windows 
10” (ID: 223) from 6 to 9 p.m. Thursdays, April 15 through 
May 5 in Room A212. 

Students will learn basic skills for using Windows 10 
including the features of My Computer, Recycle Bin, cus-
tomizing the desktop, running multiple programs and using 
shortcuts. Installing programs, checking the hard disk drive, 
deleting and restoring files and changing mouse settings will 
also be covered. 

Instructor Doreen Balzarini will use plain language and 
hands-on demonstrations along with practice and individual 
help for students. Cost is $129. A textbook is required and 
can be purchased at the IVCC bookstore.

Call (815) 224-0427 for information or (815) 224-0447 
to register.

Welding registration sessions set
OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College welding 

registration sessions for summer and fall courses begin April 
5. Attending a session is mandatory for anyone entering our 
welding program. 

Program coordinator Theresa Molln will host sessions 
Tuesdays, April 5, April 19, and May 3 for May-start summer 
courses and August-start fall courses. Molln will continue 
hosting sessions for fall courses on Tuesday, July 19 and 
Wednesday, July 27. All sessions begin at 5 p.m. 

Contact Kim Herout in Workforce Development at (815) 
224-0233 or kim_herout@ivcc.edu. Summer classes begin 
May 16 and fall classes begin Aug. 15.
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April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
WORD GAMES

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
10 - 11 AM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 1 & 5
COLOR ME CALM

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
9:30 AM - 11 AM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Supplies will be provived.

April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
BINGO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700 

April 4
EASTER EGG PLUSH 
BUILD & EGG HUNT

6 PM
Graves-Hume Public Library

All ages welcome. Must 
register as space is limited.

Call (815) 538-5142 

April 4, 7, 11, 14, 18,  
21, 25 & 28
EXERCISES

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
8 AM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 4, 11, 18 & 25
DOMINOES

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 4
COMMUNITY BINGO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
2 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700 

April 5, 12, 19 & 26
WII BOWLING

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
10:30 AM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 5, 12, 19 & 26
EUCHRE

Sponsored by M.A.S.S. & 
Civic Center

12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
$3 admission. Cash Prizes 

awarded at end of play.
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 5
LET’S CRAFT TOGETHER!

1 PM & 6 PM
Graves-Hume Public Library

No crafting experience 
needed. We’ll make a festive 

spring art piece for your 
home. Registration required.

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

April 5
TABLE GAME OF 

“PLAYER’S CHOICE”
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 

Civic Center
Participants to select game 

for the day
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 6, 13, 20 & 27
CORN HOLE GAME

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
10:30 AM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center

(815) 539-7700

April 6
SHAKE RATTLE & READ 

“EASTER”
11 AM

Graves-Hume Public Library
Audience: Birth - 2 years old 

(siblings welcome)
Registration encouraged

For more info call  
(815) 538-5142

April 6
SMALL FRIES “REDUCE-

REUSE-RECYCLE”
4 PM

Grave-Hume Public Library
Audience: 3 years - 

kindergarten
Registration encouraged

For more info call  
(815) 538-5142

April 6
BBQ PORK CHOP DINNER

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
4:30 to 7 PM

Mendota Civic Center
Tickets are $15 for 2-pork 

chop dinner; $4 for kids’ hot 
dog meal

Drive-thru only. Tickets 
available at MASS and local 

area banks.
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 7 & 21
HEARING CLINIC

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
9:30 AM to 1 PM

Mendota Civic Center
Hearing aid batteries 
available at MASS. 

Appointments recommended 
by calling Sterling Hearing 

Aid at 815-626-3220
For more information call 

(815) 539-7700 

April 7, 14, 21 & 28
POKENO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
12 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 7, 14, 21 & 28
QUILT & CRAFT CLUB
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
Bring your own project with 
necessary supplies. Work 

and visit with others!
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 7
LEGO CLUB

Sponsored by Graves-Hume 
Public Library

4 PM
Graves-Hume Public Library

Audience: First through 
eighth grade

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142 

April 7
HOW TO DETECT & 
PREVENT FRAUD 

SEMINAR
Sponsored by First State 

Bank and M.A.S.S.
6:30 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

RSVP no later than March 28
For more info call 
Beth Hubbard at  

(815) 539-1526 or 
815-539-7700

April 12 & 26
BLOOD PRESSURE & 

BLOOD SUGAR CHECKS
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

11 AM - 12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 

Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 12
LEFT, RIGHT, CENTER
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 14
SHAKE, RATTLE & READ

“EASTER”
6 PM

Graves-Hume Public Library
Audience: Birth - 2 years old 

(siblings welcome)
Registration encouraged
April 6th repeat program

For more info call  
(815) 538-5142

April 18
LEGO CLUB #2

Sponsored by Graves-Hume 
Public Library

4 PM
Graves-Hume Public Library

Audience: Grades first 
through eighth. Registration 

encouraged
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

April 19
3RD TUESDAY BOOK 

DISCUSSION
Sponsored by Graves-Hume 

Public Library
1 PM & 6 PM

Graves-Hume Public Library
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Pick up book at the library 
before discussion. Discussion 

“Of Women & Salt” by 
Gabriela Garcia

April 19
BUNCO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 20
SHAKE RATTLE & READ

EARTH DAY TRIBUTE
Sponsored by Graves-Hume 

Public Library
11 AM

Graves-Hume Public Library
Audience: Birth to 2 

years (siblings welcome) 
Registration encouraged

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

April 22
SPRING POTLUCK

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
12 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

Please bring your own table 
service and a dish to pass

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 26
MICHIGAN RUMMY

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota 
Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

April 25
TWEENS

NERF COURSE 2.0
Sponsored by Graves-Hume 

Public Library
4 PM

Graves-Hume Public Library
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Audience: 5 - 8 Graders 
Theme: Nerf War. Bring your 
own equipment; limited library 

owned guns available to 
borrow. You must call ahead 
and reserve borrowed Nerf 

gun. Pizza and refreshments 
served at 5pm.

April 28
AFTER SCHOOL MOVIE

Sponsored by Graves-Hume 
Public Library

4 PM
Graves-Hume Public Library

All ages invited; children 
6 and under are required 
to have an adult present. 

Movie is “The Mitchells vs. 
Machines” rated PG

For more information call 
(815) 538-5142 

April 28
SHAKE RATTLE & READ

EARTH DAY TRIBUTE
Sponsored by Graves-Hume 

Public Library
4 PM

Graves-Hume Public Library
Audience: Birth to 2 

years (siblings welcome) 
Registration encouraged

This is a repeat of April 20 
program.

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

April 27
MOVIE: “HARVEY”

Sponsored by Graves-Hume 
Public Library & M.A.S.S.

3 PM
Graves-Hume Public Library

M.A.S.S. will provide 
beverages and snacks.

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

APRIL 2022

The Community Calendar Is Brought To You 
By Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce & 

The Mendota Reporter.
These are some of the local businesses who 

belong to your Chamber of Commerce

G&M Distributors
Gahan Goy CPA’s, LTD
Ganz Electric
Graves-Humes Public 
Library

Greg Vaccaro
Guilfoyle Law Firm
H&H Builders
H.D. Hume Company
HCC, Inc.

03
28

20
22

PUBLIC AUCTION OF REAL ESTATE
4284 IL ROUTE 23 LELAND IL 60531 / BAKER IL

AKA HENDRIX TOWN & COUNTRY

THURSDAY APRIL 21 2022  
Starting at 10:30 AM

The property consists of approximately 5.5 acres improved with two metal 
buildings one 54’x 80’ x 16’ used as cold storage metal building w concrete floor, 
and overhead door 14’ 8” x 14’ with other a slider 14’8” x 24’. The other building is 
60’ x 120’x 16’ includes concrete floor, steel structure, heated & insulated. Heated 
by 2 natural gas ceiling radiant tubes, 2 overhead doors one 14’8” x 14’ the other 
14’8” x 24’, lots of shelving and cat walk this building is wired for 3 phase but was 
never hooked up. Additionally, a finished office area that includes two half baths, 
with meeting & conference rooms, office area has central air-conditioning with 
electric base board heat. The Outside office entrance has metal covered awning 
30’x40’ over poured concrete apron, other amenities include well, & septic tank. 
Two fuel barrels 1500-gallon diesel and one 500 gas both with electric pumps, 
the radiant heater & water heater w conditioner are 5 years old   The property is 
enclosed with chain link fence. Many other betterments & improvements. 
Property will be sold as a single unit, for inspection of property contact 
Chris Wegener Auctioneer, 815-451-2820  
Terms: 10% of the successful bid price down day of sale with the balance 
at closing which shall be on or before May 26th 2022. ready for immediate 
Possession. Closing shall be in the usual manner with Real Estate Tax prorated 
at closing.  Title will be evidenced by a commitment for title Insurance, subject to 
usual conditions and exceptions which will be furnished by sellers in the amount of 
the selling price. Successful buyer will be required to execute a contract for Real 
Estate Purchase and submit the required down payment upon sellers’ acceptance 
of the finial bid on the day of sale. A current survey will be furnished by seller 
prior to closing. For matters related to Title, Contract Agreement or other legal 
matters contact the attorney here in listed. The property is being sold in “as is” 
condition and with NO CONTINGENCY. Potential Buyers will need to have 
financial arrangements made prior to the sale day.

Chicago Land Trust Co. Land Trust # 2084 
Attorney representing the sellers Nash Bean Ford & Brown LLP:  

Benjamin Young 309-944-2188 

Auctioneers: 
Chris Wegener 815-451-2820 & Brain Bradley 

Streator IL. 815-674-2543

For more details Go2wegenerauctions.com

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Sam Bowne

Call Sam for your
free estimate.

815-910-3296
Advertise in The Reporter!

It’s Garage
Sale time.

TWO DAY ESTATE AUCTION
The LIVE IN PERSON & On-Line Auctions to be held at the Tumbleson Auction 
Center, 1635 North Main Street, Princeton, IL, Located 100 miles West of 
Chicago, Il just off INT 80, Exit 56, South on Rt. 26. on: 

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, & SUNDAY APRIL 3, 2022
TIME: 10:00 A.M. (Preview:  8:00 A.M.)

**Preview Friday, April 1st   TIME: 4:00-6:00 P.M.**
View Full Listing, Catalog & Absentee On-Line Bidding on  

Website: www.tumblesonauction.com or Bid Live Thru Proxibid

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
Approx. 200 Firearms, Lg. Amount of Ammo, Gun Related, Bayonets, Knives, 
BB Guns & Coins

Collection of Rick Preston Estate, Rock Falls & Others

SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2022
2012 Cadillac w/ 61700 Miles, 1998 & 2003 Harley Davidson Motorcyle’s, 
1955 Willy’s Jeep, Very Unique Log Cabin Style Furniture, Antique & Modern 
Furniture, Antique Carpets, Stained Glass Windows, Lamps, Artwork, Adv, 
Toys, Lionel Trains, Men’s Rings, Ladies Items, Jewelry & Dolls, Lg. Collection 
of Longaberger Pottery & Baskets & More!

FLOYD PINTER ESTATE/CLAUDINE STRUNK ESTATE, 
PRINCETON, RUTH AVEY ESTATE, HEYWORTH, IL & OTHERS

ABSENTEE BIDDING, PHONE BIDDING & PROXIBID AVAILABLE FOR BOTH DAYS!!

TERMS: Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium/Cash or Check/ CC Accepted with 5% Fee

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, 
PRINCETON, IL

E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852
Auctioneers: TOM & MARY TUMBLESON & 

TIFFANY FOES/
ROB YOUNG, ROCK FALLS, IL 

SPRINGFIELD  –  The 
Illinois State Board of Ed-
ucation (ISBE) released a 
fiscal year 2023 Request 
for Proposals for Nita M. 
Lowey 21st Century Com-
munity Learning Centers 
(CCLC) grants. Illinois has 
approximately $10 million in 
federal funding available to 
support partnerships focused 
on providing after-school 
programs in schools with a 
high concentration of low-in-
come students.

$10 million available for schools and community 
organizations to partner on after-school programs 
q Grants can boost students’ academic and social-emotional growth 

The 21st CCLC programs 
provide students with art; 
music; character building; 
physical education; and sup-
plementary math, English, 
and science activities outside 
of regular school hours – 
either before school, after 
school, or during the summer 
months. The programs also 
can connect students’ fam-
ilies with literacy support, 
computer training, and other 
educational services. 

“Extracurriculars are an 

opportunity for kids to 
discover their true passions 
and fullest selves, and this 
$10 million program helps 
ensure low-income commu-
nities are able to access these 
resources,”  said Governor 
JB Pritzker. “Over 50,000 
students are impacted by 
this program annually – that 
means better grades, more 
motivation, and improved 
attendance at school. It’s 
exactly the kind of priority 
I’m so proud to fund.” 

“Many of our students 
and families recovering 
from the pandemic need 
additional supports beyond 
the traditional school day, 
and that’s what these grants 
provide,” said State Superin-
tendent of Education Dr. Car-
men I. Ayala. “Before- and 
after-school programs can 
engage students in learning 
in fun and creative ways, 
such as theater, science, and 
art projects. As we enter 
Women’s History Month, 
we also recognize that the 
grants are named in honor 
of U.S. Representative Nita 
M. Lowey, who retired from 
public service last year after 
serving in Congress for more 
than three decades. She was 
the first ever woman to chair 
the House Appropriations 
Committee and has been 
a longstanding champion 
of programs for youth and 
families. I encourage each 
and every school across the 
state to apply.” 

Research by  Afterschool 
Alliance shows that participa-
tion in 21st CCLC programs 
positively impacts students’ 
grades, classroom partici-
pation, motivation to learn, 
attendance, behavior, and 
general attitude toward school. 

The most recent statewide 
evaluation indicates that 
21st CCLC programs operat-
ed 422 sites and served nearly 
52,000 students during the 
2019-20 school year. Most 
students and teachers par-
ticipating said the programs 
helped improve attendance 
and student behavior. 

Annual grant awards pro-
vide a minimum of $50,000 
and a maximum of $600,000, 
with individual awards not 
exceeding $150,000 per site 
(i.e., the physical location 
where participating students 
and adults access grant-funded 
services and activities). Public 
and private entities, including 
Local Education Agencies, are 
eligible to apply.  

More information is avail-
able on the ISBE website. In-
terested applicants can con-
tact 21stcclc@isbe.net or 
(217) 782-5270 with any 
questions. The application 
deadline is 4 p.m. April 25.

MENDOTA – The Mendo-
ta Police Department would 
like to remind home and busi-
ness owners of city ordinances 
regarding public nuisances.

It is against city ordinance 
to have accumulations of 
trash, building materials, 
abandoned automobiles, 
machinery, scrap metal, 
discarded tires, vehicle bat-
teries or any other material 
that creates a public health 
hazard on your property. It 
is also a violation to permit 
weeds, grass or plants other 
than trees, bushes or flowers 
or other ornamental plants to 
grow to a height exceeding 
six inches anywhere in the 
city. Also, all multi-family 
structures, including struc-
tures that consist of both 
residential and commercial 
units, and structures which 
share a wall or walls with 
another structure, shall be 
kept free from infestations 
of insects (including but not 
limited to bedbugs, cock-
roaches and disease-carrying 
insects), rats or other vermin.

The city of Mendota 
requests anyone who is in 
violation of the above men-
tioned nuisance regulations 
to remove the item(s) from 
your property. Anyone found 
in violation will be subject to 
receiving a citation, which 
involves a court date and fine.

City Ordinance
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com

706 Washington St. • Main
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza

815.538.2265

firststatebank.biz

ACCOUNTANTS
Echols & Associates P.C.
817 Illinois Ave.
815-539-5666 
www.echols-cpa.com

ANTIQUES
D&D Antiques
708 Illinois Ave.
815-440-5056

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290 • Fax 815-538-7032  
bakerscomputerservices@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR  
Barkman Concrete Construction, Inc.
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-3705
Decorative Concrete - Foundations - Driveways - Sidewalks

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

Westside Family Dentistry
Keri Sundberg, D.D.S. • Kristen Beversdorf, D.M.D.
709 Plaza Drive • 815-539-7004

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FAST TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Pioneer State Bank
Earlville • 815-246-8411
Paw Paw • 815-627-2651
Sublette • 815-849-5242
Woodhaven • 815-849-5918
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Chris Eller, The Retirement Specialists
801 Jefferson St.
815-539-3437
chris@chris-eller.com

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

HOSPITALS  
OSF HealthCare  
Saint Paul Medical Center
1401 E. 12th St.
815-539-7461
www.osfsaintpaul.org

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550 

Jurassic Bark Mobile Grooming
815-200-3326

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   
Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
Echols & Associates P.C.
817 Illinois Ave.
815-539-5666
www.echols-cpa.com

H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
Fax: 815-539-5047 
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-
0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VETERINARIANS  
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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In Loving Memory of
JEROLD HILD SR.,

Who passed away
Three years ago,
March 31, 2019.

We think about you always,
We talk about you still,

You have never been forgotten,
And you never will.
We hold you close
Within our hearts,

And there you will remain,
To walk and guide us

Through our lives,
Until we meet again.

Sadly missed by,
Your Family

D R .  T H O M A S  K I N G

V A S C U L A R  S U R G E R Y

With CGH vascular surgeon Dr. Thomas King, 

you never have to travel far to find exceptional 

vascular care, right here in Sterling. Using our high 

tech Hybrid OR for minimally invasive procedures, 

Dr. King can help treat conditions such as abdominal 

aortic aneurysms, lower extremity venous and arterial 

conditions, dialysis access, varicose veins, DVT, and 

more! If general or vascular surgery is in your future, 

you can have confidence in CGH Medical Center. 

Dr. King is rated 4.8 stars by his patients.

Make your appointment today,

(815) 625-4790
www.cghmc.com/king

Get your hometown news
When you want it...

Where you want it...

• Identical in format to
paper edition–
Flip each page with a
single click!

• Searchable,
portable, convenient

• News when you
want it– eEdition is
available sooner than
home delivery!

• Back issues available

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

Nellie Daily, REALTOR®
Designated Managing Broker Owner
iFind Properties LLC
Office: 815.503.2501
Cell: 847.809.6983  
Hablamos Español
http://www.ifindpropertiesllc.com

MLS # 11333540
402 W. Santee 

Sublette IL

                                                                       Your wait is over,  
             welcome home!  

                                                                                     This beautiful  
                                                                                      house is key- 
                                                                                      turn ready and  
                                                                                      waiting for you 
                                                                                     to call it home!  
                                                                                    It features a  
                                                                                2-story living room  
                                                                         with cathedral ceilings  
                                                                         and a fireplace. Bright  
                                                                 and large loft on the second  
     floor that                                 oversees the living room. A first- 
 floor master bedroom and 2 additional bedrooms on the  
 second floor with walk-in closets. First floor laundry, 2 full  
 baths, central air and plenty of storage area. There is  also a   
 large deck and a 2-car attached garage. The  full, unfinished  
 basement with a rough-in for a  third bathroom is  
 waiting for your ideas. All of  this, and so much more,  
 on a corner lot! 

Call today for 
your private 
showing as 

this one won’t 
last long!

03
28

20
22

MENDOTA – The second 
annual Mendota Town-wide 
Garage Sales will take place 
Friday, May 20 and Saturday, 
May 21 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Those interested in having 
their addresses added to the 
list and advertised should 
contact Heather at (815)990-
5577. The deadline to have 
your address include is 
April 24. 

IN
MEMORIAM

Town-wide garage
sales set for May;
addresses sought

PRINCETON – The 
family of Barb Walzer 
would like to honor her 
with a card shower in 
celebration of her 86th 
birthday, which is April 6.

Cards and memories 
may be sent to: Liberty 
Village of Princeton, 
Barb Walzer, Room 312, 
140 N. Sixth St., Prince-
ton, IL 61356.

The family appreci-
ates everyone helping to 
make Barb’s birthday a 
special day.

Card shower
planned for
Walzer birthday

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
responded on March 24 to 
the report of a motor vehicle 
displaying a gunshot hole in 
the driver’s side door in the 
500 block of 12th Avenue. 
Officers canvassed the area 
and learned that neighbors 
had heard what they thought 
were gunshots the night 
before.  Upon completing 
the neighborhood canvas, 
Mendota Police performed 
an evidence sweep of the area 
with no articles of evidentia-
ry value located.

At approximately 3:20 
p.m., Mendota Police and 
EMS services responded to 
the report of an unresponsive 
male at 507 11th Ave. Upon 
arrival, officers found a 
deceased male in the home. 
Mendota Police determined 

that multiple firearms had 
been purportedly fired from 
the front room of the house, 
exiting a picture window with 
the rounds striking neighbor-
hood homes, fences, garages 
and an automobile.

This matter is still under 
investigation and no further 
details are being released 
at this time.  The Mendota 
Police Department wishes to 
inform the public that there 
is no cause for alarm and 
no current threat stemming 
from this incident to the 
neighborhood. 

Assisting agencies in 
this investigation include 
the Illinois State Police 
Crime Scene Services, 
LaSalle County States 
Attorney’s Office and the 
LaSalle County Coroner’s 
Office.

POLICE BLOTTER
DOMESTIC BATTERY

Melanie I. Emerson, 32, 
of 1206 First St., Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 
battery after police officers 
to the 1200 block of First 
Street to investigate a 9-1-1 
call of a physical domestic 
in progress. The subject 
was transported to the La-
Salle County jail for a bond 
hearing.

WARRANT ARREST
Connor J. Carreon, 28, of 

1309 Guiles Ave., Mendota, 
was arrested at 3:35 p.m. 
March 23 on a valid Lee 
County arrest warrant for 
failure to appear/contempt 
of court. The subject posted 
bond and was released with a 
Lee County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
David L. Swope, 32, of 

202 Cherry St., Mendota, 
was arrested at 5:12 p.m. 
March 25 on an original 

LaSalle County arrest war-
rant for domestic battery. 
The subject posted bond and 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Emmanuel Quintana, 31, 

of 405 Sixth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 
battery after police officers 
responded to the 400 block 
of Sixth Avenue in reference 
to a domestic dispute at 9:38 
a.m. March 27. The subject 
was transported to the La-
Salle County jail for a bond 
hearing.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Robert Somers, 78, of 

Granville, was charged with 
no valid driver’s license after 
a traffic stop at Illinois Route 
251 and N. 40th Road at 5 
p.m. March 27. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

GARAGE SALE/NOTICE
DEADLINES

• Thursday 5 p.m. to appear in Monday’s Money Saver.
• Monday 10 a.m. to appear in Wednesday’s Reporter.

Police investigate gunshots

MENDOTA – The city of 
Mendota incinerator (burn 
pit) will open for the season 
on Saturday, April 2. Hours 
for the burn pit are as follows:

• Monday – 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

• Tuesday – 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

• Thursday – 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

• Friday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Saturday – 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m.
The incinerator burn pit 

is located south of Mendota 
near the sewage treatment 
plant.

City incinerator to open April 2
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SPORTS

INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

417 US-34 • Mendota  

(815)538-4800
By appointment only 

Garden Center  
& Custom  

Landscape Design

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd Saturday - 
1/2 Off

www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 
agents in 

your area!

2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500

BUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARD

Mendota had a great combination of hit-
ting and pitching in downing Earlville, 16-0, 
on March 22 at Faber Field. The game was 
stopped after the top of the fourth because 
of the 10-run rule.

The Trojans held a 3-0 lead after the first 
inning and then erupted for 10 runs in the 
second to take command. Mendota closed 
out the scoring with three runs in the third.

The Trojans banged out 13 hits. Krew 
Bond collected two singles, a double and 
two RBI to lead the charge. Also having a 
multi-hit game were Landon Kreiser with 
a pair of singles and two runs batted in and 
Braden McPheeters with two singles. Justin 
Randolph added a double and two RBI, while 
also driving in two runs were Izaiah Nanez 
and Ted Landgraf.

Earlville had just one hit – a single from 
Jeremy Weymouth.

Nanez got the start on the mound for Men-
dota and allowed one hit over three innings. 
He struck out five and walked one. Cayden 
Escatel pitched a spotless fourth frame.

Ryan Browder was the losing pitcher for 
Earlville.

***
Sherrard rolled over the Trojans, 21-2, 

on March 25 at Faber Field. The game was 
halted after four innings by the 10-run rule.

The Tigers banged out 13 hits and bene-
fited from six Trojan errors. Sherrard scored 
five times in the first and then put together 
back-to-back eight-run innings.

Mendota tallied single runs in the first and 
third frames. The Trojans managed just two 
singles, one from Bond and the other from 
Cale Strouss. Landgraf had an RBI.

Landgraf took the pitching loss for Men-
dota, working into the second inning before 
being relieved by Randolph and then Juan 
Delao.

***
Mendota dropped its second straight game 

via the 10-run rule when Bureau Valley topped 
the Trojans, 13-1, in a five-inning contest on 
March 28 at Manlius.

The Trojans grabbed a 1-0 lead in the first 
on a single by Nanez to drive in Bond, who 
had doubled, and that proved to be the only 
run of the game for Mendota.

Bureau Valley answered with an eight-run 
bottom of the first and the Storm tacked on 
five more runs in the third.

Mendota had six hits, with Bond and Nanez 
getting two apiece.

Dominik Stamberger was the starting 
pitcher for the Trojans (1-3) and was tagged 
with the loss. Landon Kreiser came on in 
relief.

Mendota and Earville 
played a tight game until the 
Lady Trojans pulled away in 
the late innings for a 6-1 vic-
tory in varsity softball action 
on March 22 at Strouss Park.

Mendota scored an un-
earned run in the second to 
take a 1-0 lead and the score 
stayed that way until the 
fourth when Earlville pushed 
across the tying tally.

The Lady Trojans broke 
the tie with a run in the fifth. 
Paige Manning led off with 
a double and later scored on 
a passed ball.

Mendota stretched the 
margin with a four-run sixth. 
Madelyn Becker started the 
uprising with a walk and a 
steal of second. Ava Eddy 
came off the bench and 
delivered a single to plate 
Becker. After a flyout and 
a fielder’s choice, Manning 
singled go keep the inning 
alive followed by an RBI sin-
gle off the bat of Zoe Finley. 
Emma Schultz capped off 
the scoring with a two-run 
single.

Manning and Schultz 
each had a pair of safeties in 
Mendota’s eight-hit attack.

Manning went the dis-
tance in the circle and al-
lowed six hits. She struck out 
eight and did not issue a walk.

Paige Marks pitched a 
complete game for Earlville.

***
Two big innings propelled 

Sherrard to a 17-7 triumph 
over the Lady Trojans on 
March 25 at Strouss Park.

Mendota jumped out to 
a 3-0 lead in the first inning, 
but Sherrard countered with 
a seven-run second to take 
the lead for good. The Lady 
Trojans added one run in 
the third and three in the 

Mendota’s Zoe Hanson prepares to take a swing at a pitch 
during a game at Bureau Valley on March 28. (Photo 
courtesy of Bureau County Republican)

sixth, while Sherrard scored 
10 runs over the final three 
innings, including six in the 
sixth.

Mendota totaled eight hits 
with Katie Jenner collecting 
two singles, while Ryleigh 
Sondgeroth laced a triple 
and Manning added a double.

Sherrard had 11 hits in the 
contest off of two Mendota 
pitchers. Manning went six 
innings and took the loss. 
Sondgeroth finished up in 
the circle.

***
Mendota got back on the 

winning track with a 17-5 
rout of Bureau Valley on 
March 28 at Manlius. The 
game was called in the fifth 
because of the 10-run rule.

The Lady Trojans pounced 
on Bureau Valley right away 
when they scored four runs in 

the first inning, three coming 
in on a home run by Schultz.

Mendota led 6-3 heading 
to the fourth when it pushed 
across nine runs to take 
command. The uprising was 
led by singles off the bat of 
Manning, Schultz, Sond-
geroth, Gracie Zinke and 
Katie Jenner, a groundout 
by Zoe Hanson, an error on 
a ball put in play by Becker 
and a double by Manning.

The Lady Trojans collect-
ed 14 hits. Manning, Jenner, 
Schultz, Zinke and Taylor 
Kelly all had two hits for 
MHS. Schultz drove in five 
runs, while Manning and 
Zinke each had two RBI.

Manning got the victory 
for Mendota, allowing six 
hits and one earned run over 
five innings. She struck out 
10 and issued two walks.

MHS girls top Earlville, Bureau V.

Mendota’s Izaiah Nanez slides in safely at second base as the ball pops away from a Bureau 
Valley player on March 28 at Manlius. (Photo courtesy of Bureau County Republican)

Trojans win one of three games

MENDOTA – Rochelle 
downed Mendota, 5-1, in 
varsity girls’ soccer action on 
March 22 at the MHS field.

Emily Stewart booted in 
Mendota’s goal.

Selina Hernandez had eight 
goalie saves.

***
Mendota and LaSalle-Peru 

played to a 2-2 tie on March 
28 at the MHS field.

Hernandez tallied both of 
the goals for the Lady Trojans 
with both assists coming from 
Isabella Tolentino.

Naitzy Garcia was between 
the pipes and had five saves.

Lady Trojans tie L-P on soccer field, 2-2 Cheer on your favorite 
player or team by 
attending a game!!
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Mon.-Sat. 8-12 & 1-5; Closed Sun. & Tues.

• Hunting & Fishing License

• Ammunition • Scopes

• Stamps • Mounts

• Guns

• Cleaning Kits

• Gun Repair

• Reloading Supplies

CARTER’S GUN SHOP, INC.
LOW

PRICES
NEW & 
USED 
GUNS

202 W. Comanchee
Shabbona, IL 824-2354

Open Monday-Saturday after 10:00 AM  
Please call for appointment & directions. 

Visit us online at 
kramersguns.com

We are a combined 53 
years of experience!  
We offer a great 
inventory of new & 
used guns along 
with ammunition and 
accessories. We also 
buy and trade firearms.

03302022

Celebrating 30 years in  
business on April 1st! 

Thank you to our loyal &  
new customers!

815-539-5083

A fishing trip is much 
more than just going to 
catch fish. The excitement of 
getting the boat ready, pack-
ing a lunch, going over the 
checklist, picking out lures 
for the tackle box, buying 
worms, etc., is all part of the 
fun. The fishing experience 
teaches a child about pa-
tience, makes them aware 
of the sights and sounds of 
the outdoors, and provides 
a great sense of accomplish-
ment from baiting a hook to 
catching that first fish. We 
all need to take the time to 
bring our children outside 
and teach them about taking 
ownership in caring for the 
natural environment. Help 
our Illinois youth get excit-
ed about fishing—if you can 
pass on your knowledge, 
you will be continuing a 
great tradition of exploring 
Illinois lakes and rivers. 

Here are some ways to 
teach young people of all 
ages to fish and have a suc-
cessful fishing experience:

Fishing License
Anyone under the age of 

16 in Illinois does not need 
a license to fish.

Note: The adult accom-
panying a child fishing does 
not need a fishing license if 
he/she does not participate 
in fishing at all. Usually the 
adult casts, sets the hook, 
and/or helps the child reel 
in, in which case, that adult 
would need a valid Illinois 
fishing license.

Safety
Many fishing related 

accidents can be avoided 
with some forethought. Act 
on the side of caution, watch 
over children diligently, and 
teach by example.

• Young children should 
always fish with an adult. 

• When in a boat or canoe, 
ALWAYS wear a life jacket. 

• If weather turns stormy, 
be cautious and seek shelter 
or end your trip early. If you 
hear thunder, it is time to get 
off the water!

• Protect young eyes and 
skin on sunny days. The sun 
reflects off the water surface, 

Taking a child on a fishing trip

and it can be easy to get a 
sunburn or damage eyes. 
Always have young anglers 
wear a hat, sunscreen, and 
sunglasses. 

• Those hooks are sharp! 
Teach children to always be 
aware of where their hook 
is and not to let it get near 
anyone else. Set good rules 
about looking around before 
anyone casts.

• It is a smart practice to 
use barbless hooks or pinch 
down the barbs on your own 
hooks.

• Be very careful of Poi-
son Ivy. This often grows 
along disturbed areas around 
boat ramps or in the woods. 
If you go on a hike, stay on 
the trail. 

Conservation
Always teach and prac-

tice the Anglers’ Code of 
Ethics. Our lakes and rivers 
belong to everyone and 
we all must do our part to 
preserve them for future 
generations. 

• Children and adult 
alike should keep only 
what you will eat and never 
wastefully discard any fish. 

For those fish you want to 
release, teach about best 
angling practices from the 
Department of Conserva-
tion’s Catch-and-Release 
Guidelines.

• It is everyone’s re-
sponsibility to protect the 
outdoors. Do not throw 
gum wrappers, sandwich 
wrappers, soda cans, bait 
containers or any other trash 
in the water. Pack your trash 
out or dispose of it in a park 
garbage can.

• Teach kids that fish-
hooks and line can snag and 
kill fish, birds, turtles, small 
mammals and frogs when 
thrown into the water. These 
should be discarded in ap-
propriate trash containers.

• Knowing the size and 
number of fish it is legal to 
keep is important for all.  
Talking about regulations 
with your child provides a 
great opportunity to discuss 
why these are necessary and 
how they can help keep fish 
populations healthy.

Child-Sized Equipment
Small hands can handle a 

kid-sized rod and reel much 

easier. For young children, 
toddler to preschool aged, 
a beginner fishing rod and 
reel combination can be 
found in the sporting good 
area of most department 
stores at a low price. Do 
not, however, choose the 
prepackaged rod sets with 
comic heroes on them for 
school-aged children. In-
stead, choose an ultra-light 
rod and reel. 

• For kids, the most fun 
and least amount of line 
tangles are with spincast 
tackle. 

The Best Bait
Getting kids excited 

about fishing usually means 
actually catching a fish.  
Fortunately, most kids are 
happy with any size and 
kind of catch. 

• The best luck will usu-
ally be with earthworms. 
Many a fishing adventure 
begins with digging for 
your own worms in the 
garden or collecting them 
after a good rain, however, 
a container of worms are 
easily purchased from the 
local tackle shop or marina. 

• If the sunfish are really 
biting, you can use corn, 
pieces of a hot dog or even 
marshmallows.

Note: Live bait does re-
quire a barbed hook. With 
younger children, you can 
instead use lures and debarb 
your hooks. 

Where To Go?
Morning trips are best as 

the fish usually bite better 
and it is not too hot.  A good 
place to teach a beginner is 
from a dock. This provides 
enough room to show kids 
how to put their worm on 
a hook, teach them proper 
casting, and observe other 
anglers. Sunfish often hang 
out around docks, making 
this a great way to view 
swimming fish and observe 
how fish are attracted to 
a lure. 

To locate family friendly 
lakes in your area, log on to 
https://www.ifishillinois.
org/Kids_Fishing/kids_se-
lector.php

SPRINGFIELD – The 2022 Illinois spring trout fishing 
season will open April 2 at 57 ponds, lakes and streams 
throughout the state.

An early opportunity at select trout sites – the spring 
catch-and-release fishing season – opened March 19. No trout 
may be kept during the catch-and-release fishing period, but 
anglers can keep trout after the opening of the regular season 
beginning April 2.

The Illinois Catchable Trout Program is funded by those 
who use the program through the sale of inland trout stamps. 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) stocks 
more than 80,000 rainbow trout each year in bodies of water 
where trout fishing is permitted during the spring season. 
An additional 80,000 trout will be stocked for the fall trout 
fishing season, which begins in October.

For the 2022 spring trout season, no trout may be taken 
from any of the stocked sites until the season opens at 5 a.m. 
April 2. Anyone attempting to harvest trout before the legal 
harvest season opening will be issued citations.

All anglers, including those who intend to release fish 
caught before April 2, must have a fishing license and an 
inland trout stamp unless they are younger than 16, blind 
or disabled, or an Illinois resident on leave from active duty 
in the Armed Forces. The daily catch limit for each angler 
is five trout. 

For more information about trout seasons and other Illi-
nois fishing opportunities, visit https://www.ifishillinois.org. 

Illinois 2022 fishing licenses and inland trout stamps are 
available now at IDNR license and permit locations, including 
many bait shops, sporting goods stores and other retail outlets. 
For a list of locations, check the IDNR website at https://
www.dnr.illinois.gov. Fishing licenses and trout stamps also 
can be purchased online. Find the link on the IDNR website 
at www.dnr.illinois.gov.

For information about all site regulations, anglers should 
contact individual sites that will be stocked with catchable-size 
trout. Not all sites open at 5 a.m. on opening day. Anglers 
are reminded to check the opening time of their favorite sites 
prior to the open date. 

Among the 2022 Illinois Spring Trout locations are:
• Bureau County – Hennepin Canal Parkway
• Kendall County – Big Lake, Silver Springs State Fish 

and Wildlife Area
• LaSalle County – Illinois & Michigan Canal Lock 14, 

LaSalle; Lake Mendota, Mendota
• Ogle County – **Pine Creek, White Pines Forest State 

Park
• Whiteside County – Centennial Park, Rock Falls
(** Denotes sites open for catch-and-release early spring 

season fishing)

Illinois spring trout fishing 
season opens on April 2nd

Boating is a recreational activity enjoyed by thou-
sands of people. Spring and summer are prime times of 
year for boating, though people who live in temperate 
climates may be able to enjoy boating all year long.

Everyone who takes to the water, novices and experi-
enced boaters included, should be familiar with boating 
safety guidelines. In fact, it is a good idea to take a 
boating safety course prior to boating for the first time 
or as a refresher if it has been a while since reviewing 
the rules of the water. 

Boating safety goes beyond learning basic operation 
and navigation. Safety guidelines also involve getting 
a vessel safety check. The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
offers complimentary boating examinations. They can 
verify the presence and condition of safety equipment 
required by federal and state organizations. Boaters 
also may be able to conduct virtual vessel exams. This 
means boat owners can perform a self-inspection of the 
boats based on digital prompts.

Along with boating inspections and water rules, some 
other ways to stay safe involve educating oneself of the 
larger dangers on the water. These generally involve risky 
boater behavior, such as failing to wear a life jacket or 
having an inadequate number of life jackets for passengers. 
Alcohol use while boating also can be problematic. Being 
under the influence can adversely affect boaters’ reaction 
times and decision-making abilities. According to the 2018 
U.S. Coast Guard Recreational Boating Statistics Report, 
alcohol continued to be the leading known contributing 
factor in fatal boating accidents in 2018, accounting for 
100 deaths (19 percent) of total fatalities. Curbing alcohol 
use while boating can help avoid accidents and deaths.

Excessive speeds also can derail nice days on the 
water. Excessive speed can cause accidents in crowded 
areas. Speeding makes it difficult to react to obstacles 
— including underwater wildlife — and bring the boat 
to a stop within a safe distance of others.

Boating season is heating up, and that means making 
safety a big part of operating and enjoying a vessel.

Spring is a season of 
rebirth in more ways than 
one. Spring is when certain 
animals emerge from hiber-
nation, while many species 
lay eggs or give birth this 
time of year. Flowers and 
trees also bloom in spring, 
providing spectacular foliage 
and awe-inspiring color. 

People also may feel like 
they have a new lease on life 
as they shake away the dol-
drums of winter and embrace 
longer hours of sunlight and 
warmer temperatures. The 
arrival of spring is worthy 
of celebration, and these 
activities and ideas can be 
enjoyable ways to spend the 
first day of spring.

• Spend time outdoors. 
One is never too old for a 
picnic in a park or a bike ride 
along the trails. Spending 
time outdoors is beneficial 
because it exposes people 
to sunlight, which is a pre-

Fun ways to celebrate the arrival of spring

cursor to the development of 
vitamin D. Vitamin D affects 
muscles, joints and tissues. It 
also can affect mood. 

• Plant a tree. Honor the first 
day of spring, and Earth Day 
shortly thereafter, by planting 
trees. Trees provide habitats 
for wildlife, create shade, re-
duce air pollution by filtering 
the air, and produce oxygen. A 
sapling is a manageable tree to 
plant and something children 

can do as well.
• Enjoy spring crafts. 

Grab an inexpensive canvas 
and paint a landscape that is 
in full bloom. Use quick-set 
plaster to create stepping 
stones embedded with mosa-
ic glass pieces for color that 
can be added to the backyard.

• Host a spring potluck. 
Put fresh spring vegetables 
and fruits on display. Options 
include artichokes, apricots, 

asparagus, carrots, dandelion 
greens, and radishes. Put to-
gether a pasta primavera, which 
essentially is a spring pasta dish 
laden with fresh vegetables.

• Decorate with flowers. 
Bring fresh flowers indoors 
and put them on display in 
vases or table centerpieces. 
Cut stems on a 45-degree 
angle underwater to help 
flowers last longer. In addi-
tion, choose floral themed 
curtains and throw pillows 
to add some spring decor.

• Create a water feature. 
The sound and sights of 
cascading water can be both 
relaxing and picturesque. A 
water feature can be some-
thing as simple as a small 
fountain or more elaborate 
like a koi pond.

Spring is a time of year 
when people can enjoy sea-
sonal activities that make the 
most of the warmer weather 
and blooming landscape.

Practice safe boating
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NIE FUN PAGE

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION SPONSORS

The Newspapers In 
Education (NIE) program is 
designed as an educational 
tool to enhance our local 

students’ understanding of 
the world around them. The 
Mendota Reporter wishes 
to recognize these 2021-
2022 sponsors and their 

commitment to education!

703 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9396
www.mendotareporter.com

1905 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-3444

Ottawa | Peru | Morris | Diamond

www.financialplus.org

Advanced Drainage Systems
1600 Industrial Drive, Mendota

1503 Washington St.,
Mendota, IL
815-539-7801https://4mgraphix.com

1501 First Ave., Mendota
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ENTERTAINMENT

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Did Adele ever re-
schedule her concerts in Las 
Vegas after she suddenly 
canceled them? I’m glad I 
didn’t buy tickets. -- B.D.

A: The “Weekends With 
Adele” residency in Las Vegas 
was originally scheduled for 
Jan. 21 through April 16, 2022. 
Unfortunately, she canceled the 
shows at the last minute, stating 
that, due to COVID and late 
shipments, the show wasn’t 
up to the standards she felt her 
fans deserved. She was widely 
criticized, though, as many had 
already made travel arrange-
ments with expensive flights 
and hotel accommodations.

As far as a tour, Adele has 
two upcoming performances 
at London’s Hyde Park in 
July and has promised that 
the Vegas shows will “abso-
lutely happen” sometime in 
2022. Perhaps she’ll plan a 
multi-city tour in 2023.

In the meantime, if you 
have the Peacock streaming 
service, you can watch “An 
Audience With Adele,” a 
two-hour special of her con-
cert that aired in the U.K. this 
past November.

***
Q: When is “Better Call 

Saul” returning? I hope it 
wasn’t canceled. -- W.J.

A: The “Breaking Bad” 
spin-off “Better Call Saul” 

Odenkirk

started with a slow burn 
when it premiered in 2015. 
It focused on the origin sto-
ry of Jimmy McGill, who 

would later 
become the 
fast-talking, 
c r o o k e d 
lawyer Saul 
Goodman. 
The com-
pelling se-
ries is re-

turning for its sixth and final 
season April 18 on AMC.

Bob Odenkirk has been 
nominated four times for the 
lead actor Emmy but has yet 
to win for his performances 
on “Breaking Bad” or “Better 
Call Saul.” He has, however, 
taken home the trophy as a 
comedy writer for “Saturday 
Night Live” and “The Ben 
Stiller Show.” 

Odenkirk almost wasn’t 
here to wrap up Saul’s tale, 
having suffered a heart attack 
on the set last July. He credits 
the 12 minutes of CPR and 
repeated use of a defibrillator 
for saving his life. 

While anxiously waiting for 
the upcoming season, be sure to 
check out Odenkirk’s recently 
published memoir, “Comedy 
Comedy Comedy Drama.” 
He talks about his career as a 
comedy writer in the 1990s, his 
troubled relationship with his 
father, and how he became an 

action star in his 50s with the 
film “Nobody.” 

***
Q: Who is the actor who 

played the British chemist in 
“The Dropout” on Hulu? He 
seems familiar to me. He was 
so good in the role and should 
certainly get nominated for 
an Emmy. -- E.C.

A: He’s the multitalented 
Stephen Fry, a British actor, 
writer, author, etc. He began 
as part of the comedy duo 
Fry & Laurie, as in Hugh 
Laurie (“House”), and kept 
audiences in stitches in Brit-
ish comedies like “Jeeves & 
Wooster” and “Blackadder.” 
His film career is equally im-
pressive, winning accolades 
in “Wilde,” based on the life 
of Irish poet and playwright 
Oscar Wilde, and then later 
as an inspector in Robert 
Altman’s “Gosford Park.” 

Fry’s most recent role of 
chemist with a conscience 
Ian Gibbons in “The Drop-
out” is certainly worthy of 
an Emmy nomination. His 
co-stars Amanda Seyfried 
and Naveen Andrews also 
likely will hear their names 
called when the nominees are 
announced July 12.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

1. LANGUAGE: What is a 
demonym?

2. MEDICAL: What’s the 
common name of a condition called 
otitis externa?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which large 
body of water lies to the south of 
Ukraine?

4. FOOD & DRINK: Which nut 
is used to make marzipan?

5. LITERATURE: Who is the 
author of the poem “The Gift Out-
right,” which was read at President 
John Kennedy’s inauguration in 
1961?

6. MEASUREMENTS: What 
is an octant?

7. GEOLOGY: Which mineral 
is the softest on the Mohs Scale?

8.  ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is the name of a porcupine’s 
baby?

9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 

What is the name of Barbie’s young-
er sister, introduced in 1964?

10. HISTORY: In which country 
did the Easter Rising take place 
in 1916?

Answers
1. A term used to describe the 

natives or residents of a country, 
state or city

2. Swimmer’s ear
3. Black Sea
4. Almonds
5. Robert Frost
6. One-eighth of a circle, or 

45 degrees
7. Talc
8. Porcupette
9. Skipper
10. Ireland

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Maurice Sendak’s be-

loved kids’ classic “Where 
the Wild Things Are” was 
originally titled “Where 
the Wild Horses Are.” Why 
the change in title? Sendak 
realized he was unable to 
draw horses.

* Rapper Lil’ Wayne orig-
inally went by the moniker 
“Shrimp Daddy.”

* Not ones to marry in 
haste and repent at leisure, 
a Paraguayan couple set up 
housekeeping in 1933. Af-
ter 80 years, eight children 
and 50 grandchildren, the 
103-year-old groom finally 
said a formal “I do” to his 
99-year-old bride.

* The prize money for 
winning the Monopoly 
World Championship is 
$20,580 -- the same amount 
of money there is in the 
game’s bank.

* Modern students who 
complain about the amount 
of homework they’re issued 
might well wish they’d 
lived in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s, when doctors 
crusaded against it because 
they believed it was causing 
children to become wan, 
weak and nervous. In 1901, 
California even banned 
homework for anyone under 
the age of 15.

* Over a 24-year career, 
Roman charioteer Gaius 
Appuleius Diocles amassed 
an astonishing fortune worth 
35,863,120 sesterces (an 
ancient Roman coin), or 
roughly $15 billion in today’s 
dollars, making him the high-
est-paid athlete of all time.

* In January 2021, the 
first commercial 3D-printed 
house in the U.S. went on 
sale for $299,000.

* The term “rum bubber,” 
which originated in the 16th 
century, referred to a thief 
who specialized in stealing 
silver tankards from inns 
and pubs.

* An actual “chill pill,” 
which could even be made 
at home, was used in the 
late 1800s to remedy chills 
associated with a high fever.

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Hugh 
Bonneville of “Downton 
Abbey” and “Paddington 
1-2-3” recently tweeted, 
“Until today I had no idea 
who provided the voice of @
paddingtonbear in Ukraine. 
Speaking for myself, thank 
you President Zelensky!” 
That’s right, the president 
of the Ukraine, Volodymyr 
Zelensky, is the voice of 
Paddington the bear in “Pad-
dington 1 & 2.” The Russians 
knew he was a comedian, 
but didn’t know they were 
dealing with the brave and 
cunning Paddington!

***
James Wolk’s agent re-

cently called him to say he 
had bad news and good news. 
The bad news was NBC has 
canceled his series “Ordinary 
Joe.” The good news was he’s 
going to star in a film George 
Clooney is directing, “The 
Boys in the Boat.” Wolk will 
be playing the coach of the 
University of Washington’s 
rowing team, which won 
a gold medal at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics. Joel Edg-
erton, Callum Turner, Jack 
Mulhern, Luke Slattery, Sam 

Elliott

Strike, Courtney Henggeler, 
Thomas Elms and Tom Varey 
co-star. Wolk is best known 
for “Zoo” (2015-2017), two 

seasons of 
“Tell Me a 
Story” for 
CBS Ac-
cess, and 
H B O ’ s 
“ W a t c h -
men.”

***
The ever docile and gen-

tile Sam Elliott rarely speaks 
out about things. However, 
Sam, a veteran of 10 West-
ern movies, 10 made for TV 
Western films, guest-starring 
roles on “Lancer” (1969-70), 
the classic “Gunsmoke” 
series (1972) and his series 
“The Yellow Rose” (22 
episodes), was noticeably 
upset at how cowboys are 
portrayed in “The Power of 
the Dog.”

Sam took aim with, “They 
made them look like those 
guys in New York wearing 
bow ties and not much 
else; That’s what all those 
f**king cowboys in that 
movie looked like. They’re 
all running around in chaps 
and no shirts. What the f**k 

does this woman (Jane Cam-
pion) -- a brilliant director, I 
love her work -- but what the 
f**k does this woman from 
New Zealand know about 
the American West? And 
why shoot a movie in New 
Zealand and call it Montana, 
saying this is the way it was?”

I’ve known Sam Elliott 
for 50 years, and he’s the gen-
tlest, softest-spoken, kindest 
guy who rarely, if ever, would 
stand on a soap box. He’s cer-
tainly not anti-gay, but when 
someone starts showing the 
West, where men were men, 
as we’ve been told, someone 
has to stand up for the macho 
cowboys of yesteryear, and 
Sam didn’t even address 
the scene in which Benedict 
Cumberbatch pleasured him-
self. Sam didn’t know “The 
Power of the Dog” started 
shooting in January 2020, 
was shut down in March 
due to COVID, and thanks 
to its New Zealand location 
resumed in June and finished 
in July 2020. Hats off to the 
critic who referred to Cum-
berbatch’s performance as a 
“stroke of genius!” 

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
“The Oscars” (NR) -- If 

you missed the 94th Acad-
emy Awards live premiere 
on ABC, it’s now available 
to stream. This year, the 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences had a 
much larger film collection 
to select nominations from 
than the previous year, due 
to a smaller number of films 
being released because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “The 
Power of the Dog” leads with 
12 nominations, followed by 
“Dune,” “West Side Story” 
and “Belfast.” In the Best 
Picture category, 10 films 
were nominated, but only 
five of the directors of those 
10 films were nominated for 
Best Director. With beautiful 
movies to celebrate and the 
first performance of the hit 
song “We Don’t Talk About 
Bruno” from “Encanto,” the 
highly esteemed award show 
finally makes its way back to 
its normal state (much like 
the rest of us). (Hulu)

“Thermae Romae Novae” 
(NR) -- Now available for 
streaming, “Thermae Romae 
Novae” is an anime based on 
the Japanese manga series by 

Mari Yamazaki. Lucius, an 
architect from ancient Rome, 
gets tasked with building a 
bathhouse, yet he’s unable 
to think of any worthwhile 
ideas. Suddenly, Lucius gets 
sucked into a time-traveling 
tunnel that leads him into a 
bathhouse in modern Japan. 
Overwhelmed with all the 
new inventions that have 
appeared over centuries and 
centuries of time, Lucius 
gets inspired to return to his 
home and build a bathhouse 
the ancient Romans never 
could have imagined in their 
wildest dreams. (Netflix)

“driving home 2 u” (NR) 
-- Pop superstar Olivia 
Rodrigo got her start on 
Disney+ with a main role on 
“High School Musical: The 
Series,” and she’s back on 
the streaming platform -- this 
time in a documentary film 
showcasing her experience 
creating her very first album, 
“SOUR.” Rodrigo owned the 
charts last year as a force 
in pop music that hasn’t 
been seen in a while, and 
“SOUR” was an incredible 
success, with her first three 
singles dominating radio 

stations and music streaming 
platforms. Get to know a 
different, more humanized 
side of this young songwrit-
er in “driving home 2 u.” 
(Disney+)

“The Fairly Oddparents: 
Fairly Odder” (TV-Y7) -- As 
the second longest-running 
television show on Nickel-
odeon, “The Fairly Oddpar-
ents” became a true staple 
for millennials and Gen Z. 
While the original animated 
show wrapped in 2017, a 
live-action series was put into 
the works; thus, “The Fairly 
Oddparents: Fairly Odder” 
was born. “Fairly Odder” 
follows Vivian “Viv” Turner, 
Timmy Turner’s cousin, who 
begins a new life after her 
family becomes blended in 
with her father’s new wife 
and her new stepbrother, 
Roy. From the now older 
Timmy, she receives a gift 
to help her navigate her new 
life: our favorite, very odd, 
fairy godparents, Cosmo and 
Wanda! Premieres March 31. 
(Paramount+)

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota
Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat
(Must Wear Mask)

1st and 3rd 
Saturday - 1/2 Off

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

By appointment 
only 

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

MOBILE DOG GROOMING

Visit us on Facebook

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

ELECTRIC

Jim Sloan
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
1008 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Email: jimsloan1@frontier.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

FURNITURE REFINISHING

Greg Pitstick’s
COUNTRY REFINISHING

No Dipping ≈ No Soaking
Text or call 815-414-3120

~ Pickup & delivery available upon request ~

• Hutches
• Gun Cabinets
• Trim
• Secretaries
• Other wooden 
heirlooms

• Doors
• Desks
• Chairs
• Coffee Tables
• Tables
• End Tables

EQUIPMENT
Utility and tractor 
attachments
Snow removal attachments
Skid Steers, forks and buckets

Sergio Mandujano
Owner

304 Plaza Drive Mendota, IL 61342

See all of our products at  
melecioattachments.com

sales@melecioattachments.com 
815-539-6057

ENGINEERS PLANNERS SURVEYORS

Engineers - Surveyors - Planners

See all of our products at  
melecioattachments.com

Mendota Office:  
903 Main St.
815-539-8137

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8AM-5PM
Visit us at Chamlin.com or email 

mendota@chamlin.com

Lawn & Snow

Haun’s Lawn 
& Snow LLC

Commercial, Driveways  
& Sidewalks

Fully Insured

Call 815-615-1409

02212022-02242022
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LOCAL AND AREA

We REPORT
To YOU

Subscribe Today!
12 Months

 (Lee, Bureau and 
LaSalle Counties) 

$5600

12 Months
 (Out of Area)

$7600

703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 • 815-539-9396
M-F 8-4 • www.mendotareporter.com

From Hometown 
Heroes to Golden 

Anniversaries, 
we celebrate the 
events that shape 

our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

I think most people 
would agree that a good 
marriage isn’t going to 
just “happen.” It’s going 
to require some give and 
take. And more than 
anything, having a great 
relationship means be-
ing committed to doing 
things God’s way.

For instance, I’ve 
found one major way to 
improve my marriage 
is to adopt an attitude 
of giving rather than get-
ting  (see Acts 20:35). 
Our natural inclination 
is to focus on ourselves. 
We have a tendency to 
think, What can you do 
for me? or How can you 
make me happy? 

Make your marriage better today
If you enter marriage 

with the mindset that 
your spouse should make 
you happy all the time, 
you’re setting yourself 
up for disaster. However, 
if you make the choice 
to be a blessing to your 
spouse—if you set your 
mind to thinking, I want 
to give...what can I do to 
be good to them?—then 
you’ll not only strength-
en your marriage, but 
you will also become 
extremely happy!

I admit, I used to be 
an incredibly selfish per-
son. To be honest, I just 
plain wanted my way, 
and I got upset when I 
didn’t get it. In fact, I 

can still remember many 
mornings when I would 
lie in bed just thinking 
about how I was going 
to get Dave to do what I 
wanted to do that day. I 
was wrapped up in my-
self—thinking all about 
what I wanted and what 
others could do for me.

Well, one morning, as 
I lay there formulating 
my plan for how I was 
going to get everything 
I wanted, the Holy Spirit 
got my attention and 
spoke something to my 
heart that I will never 
forget.

The Lord said to me, 
“Joyce, sometimes you 
remind Me of a little 
toy robot that someone 
winds up every morning. 
Then, after you’re fully 
wound up, you walk 
around all day long 
saying, ‘What about me? 
What about me? What 
about me? What about 
me? What about me? 
What about me?’” 

That got my atten-
tion! Over time, as I 
sought the Lord’s help, 
He helped me, little by 
little, to change and be 
less selfish. 

One great way to be 
good to your spouse 
is to take the time to 
learn what they like and 
dislike. For instance, 
I’ve learned that Dave 
really values spending 
quality time together. So, 
even though I’m more 
of a multi-tasker, I’ve 
learned to give Dave 
my undivided attention 
when he wants to sit and 
tell me something.

Likewise, Dave has 
made an effort to learn 
what I like. Many times, 
he will choose to do all 
the dishes at night just 
because he knows how 
much it blesses me. It 
may seem like a little 
thing, but it goes a long 
way toward sustaining 
a healthy relationship!

T h i s  p r i n c i p l e 
comes from Acts 20:35 
(AMPC), which says, It 
is more blessed [and 
brings greater joy] to 
give than to receive.

For many years, I 
could quote this Scrip-
ture, but I obviously 
didn’t believe it because 
I spent my time trying 
to make myself happy 
rather than be a blessing 
to others. But God has 
taught me that we don’t 
even know what “happy” 
is until we forget about 
ourselves, start focusing 
on others, and become 
generous givers in every 
way.

I’ll never forget sev-
eral years ago when I 
was planning a birthday 
party for Dave. I spent 
one entire day in par-
ticular running errands, 
making plans, and con-
suming myself with how 
I could make it a great 

event. By the time his 
birthday arrived, I was 
absolutely filled with 
joy and couldn’t wait to 
see his reaction. I actu-
ally think I enjoyed his 
birthday more than he 
did! Why? Because I got 
my mind off myself and 
focused on being good to 
someone else. 

It’s so important to 
remember that you can 
never out-give God. 
Even if you feel right 
now like you’re do-
ing all the giving and 
your spouse is doing all 
the taking, be assured 
that  God  will always 
take care of you and 
bless your obedience to 
His Word.

Galatians 6:7 (AMPC) 
gives us a wonderful 
promise from God. It 
says,  “Do not be de-
ceived...whatever a man 
sows, this and this only is 
what he will reap.” I love 
this! When we make a 
decision to be givers and 
spend our time focusing 
on how we can be good 
to others, God says He 
will find ways to bless 
and take care of us.

I want to encourage 
you to take action to 
improve your marriage 
in practical ways. For 

the next week or so, take 
just a minute or two each 
morning to “set” your 
mind in the direction 
of giving instead of get-
ting. Purposely think of 
something you can do for 
your spouse that will be 
a blessing to them. 

As you do—as you 
choose to take time to 
make their life better—I 
believe you’ll begin to 
experience more happi-
ness yourself...and truly 
have a marriage you both 
enjoy.

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s teaching 
resource Marriage. You 
can also contact us to re-
ceive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and THE POWER OF 
THANK YOU (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note:  The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

April 3 - Fifth Sunday of Lent; 9 a.m. 
Sunday School; 9:30 a.m. Worship in-

person and on Facebook live
April 4 - 6:30 p.m. Finance team meets
April 5 - 8:30-11 a.m. Garage sale work 

day in Memorial Building
April 6 - 5:30 p.m. Confirmation class

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

April 3 -  10 a.m. Worship/Communion
 - Facebook Live, Preacher: 

Eric Heinekamp; 11 a.m. Coffee Hour
April 7 - 6-7:30 p.m. Webelos

 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

10:30 a.m. Worship at First
April 1 - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study

April 5 - 10:30 a.m. WELCA quarterly 
meeting

April 6 - 6:30 p.m. Mid-week Len 
Service at Immanuel

Online “devotional service” videos 
continue every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and 

Facebook page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

1. Is the book of Revelation 
in the Old Testament or New 
Testament or neither?
2. From Deuteronomy 18, 
who prophesied that Jesus 
would speak all the Father 
commanded? Abraham, Aaron, 
Moses, Noah
3. Where did Jesus raise Lazarus 
from the dead? Smyrna, Bethany, 
Antioch, Cana
4. In Hebrews 7, which priest 
was the “King of peace”? Ezekiel, 
Seraiah, Melchisedec, Haggai
5. How old was Methuselah at 
his death? 200, 617, 969, 1,102
6. From 2 Samuel 8, who was 
commander of David’s army? 
Amasa, Joab, Joshua, Julius

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) Moses; 
3) Bethany; 4) Melchisedec; 5) 
969; 6) Joab
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PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY
IN RE ESTATE OF

SHIRLEY ROBINSON,
Deceased.

Case Number 
22 PR 030

INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION 

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE TO:

[ x ] Creditors and 
Claimants
[ x ] Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees
1. Notice is given of 
the death of Shirley 
Robinson, who died on 
January 31, 2022, a
resident of Sheridan, 
Illinois.
2. The Administrator 
for the estate and his/
her address is: Paralee 
Perkins, 452 Burr Oak
Drive, Oswego, IL 
60543; and Ronald 
Norsworthy, 4105 
Walker Blvd, Knoxville, 
TN 37917.
3. The Attorney for 
the estate is: Dawn M. 
Weekly, LEGACY LAW 
FIRM, LLC, 11 E.
Center Street, 
Sandwich, IL 60548.
4. Claims against the 
estate may be filed on 
or before August 9, 
2022. Claims against 
the the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Ottawa, 
IL 61350, or with the 
Representative, or 
both. Any claim not filed 
within that period is 
barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
5. On February 10, 2022 
an Order Appointing the 
Representative was 
entered.
6. Within 42 days after 
the effective date of 
the original Order 
Appointing the
Representative, you 
may file a petition with 
the Court to contest the 
appointment as
provided under §6-21 of 
the Probate Act (IL Rev. 
Stat. Ch. 110 ½, Par. 
6-21).
7. Within 6 months 
after the effective date 
of the original Order 
Appointing Legal
Representative, you 
may file a petition with 
the Court to require 
formal proof of a Will
under §6-21, or contest 
the admission or denial 
of the Will to Probate, or 
the appointment
of the Administrator 
under § 9-3 and § 9-4.
8. The estate will be 
administered without 
Court supervision 
unless an interested 
party terminates 
i n d e p e n d e n t 
administration by filing 
a petition to terminate 
under § 28-4 of the
Probate Act (IL Rev. 
Stat. Ch. 110 ½, Par. 
28-4).
Legal No. 0306 (3/23, 
3/30, 4/6 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE	 )
MATTER	 )Case
OF THE	 )No.
ESTATE	 )22-PR-56 
OF	 )
ANNA E.	 )
SCHAMMEL,)  	
Deceased.	 )	
CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of 
the death of ANNA 
E. SCHAMMEL, of 
Mendota, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on  March 
18, 2022 to LINDA 
L. BERRY,  1205 
Wisconsin Ave., 
Mendota, IL 61342, and 
whose attorney is David 
M. Kaleel, 806 Jefferson 
Street, Mendota, Illinois 
61342.

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Claims against the 
estate may be e-filed 
in the Office of the 
Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, LaSalle 
County Courthouse, 
119 W. Madison St., 
Ottawa, IL  61350, or 
with the Independent 
representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the 
first publication of this 
Notice, or if mailing 
or delivery of a Claim 
Notice from the 
Independent Executor 
is required, the date 
stated in that Notice.  
Any claim not filed on or 
before the above stated 
dates is barred.  
E-filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions.  
To e-file, you must 
first create an account 
with an e-filing service 
provider.  Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
serviceproviders.htm to 
learn more and to select 
a service provider.  If 
you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAZ/
gethelp.asp.  
Copies of a claim e-filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 
to the Independent 
Executor  and to the 
Attorney  within ten (10) 
days  after it has been  
e-filed with the Clerk of 
Court. 
Dated this 18th   day of 
March, 2022.  
Greg Vaccaro
Circuit Clerk-LaSalle 
County Courthouse
119 W. Madison St.,
Ottawa, IL 61350
David M. Kaleel
Attorney for Executor 
806 Jefferson St
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5616
kaleel5@frontier.com 
Legal No. 0311 (3/30, 
4/6, 4/13 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby 
given that on March 23, 
2022 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses 
of all persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as 
Family Roots located at 
851 6th Street LaSalle, 
IL 61301.
Dated: March 23, 2022. 
Jill Bruner Applicant.
Legal No. 0312 (3/30, 
4/6, 4/13 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Tuesday, April 26, 
2022 at 9:00 am, a 
meeting conducted by 
Mendota Community 
Consolidated School 
District #289 will take 
place  at the District 
#289 Education Center 
Boardroom, 1806 
Guiles Ave, Mendota, 
IL 61342.  The purpose 
of the meeting will be 
to discuss the district’s 
plans for providing 
special education 
services to students 
with disabilities who will 
attend private schools 
and home schools 
within the district for the 
2022-2023 school year.  
If you are a parent of 
a home school or a 
non-public student 
who has been or may 
be identified with a 
disability and you reside 
within the boundaries of 
Mendota District #289, 
you are urged to attend.  
If you have further 
questions pertaining 
to this meeting, please 
contact Mr. K. Bradley 
Cox, Superintendent, at 
815-539-7631.
Legal No. 0313 (3/30 
2022)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 13TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
Estate of: JACQUE-
LINE LEE CAMILLA 
THOMAS,  
Deceased. 
2022 PR 42
Notice to Creditors 
Pursuant to 755 ILCS 

5/18-3
YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that JAC-
QUELINE LEE CAMIL-
LA THOMAS of
Ottawa, Illinois died on 
November 22, 2021 and 
that GINA STOUDT, 
2921 E 14th Road,
Ottawa, Illinois was ap-
pointed Independent 
Administrator of the 
Estate of JACQUELINE 
LEE
CAMILLA THOMAS on 
March 04, 2022. The at-
torney of record for the 
Independent
Administrator is THOM-
AS L. JUSTICE, JR. of 
THE JUSTICE LAW 
FIRM, P.C., 719 Canal
Street, Suite A, Ottawa, 
IL 61350.
YOU ARE FURTHER 
NOTIFIED that claims 
must be filed on or be-
fore September 30,
2022, with the Indepen-
dent Administrator or 
with the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court, 119 W.
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, Illinois 61350, or 
both. Any claim not filed 
by that date is barred. 
If you
file a claim with the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, within 10 days 
after the claim is filed 
you are
required to mail or deliv-
er a copy of the claim to 
the Independent Admin-
istrator and to his
attorney of record and 
to file with the Court 
proof of any required 
mailing or delivery of 
copies.
GINA STOUDT,
Independent Adminis-
trator
THOMAS L. JUSTICE, 
JR.
ARDC #6286524
THE JUSTICE LAW 
FIRM, P.C.
719 Canal Street
Ottawa, IL 61350
815-434-0709
No. 0314 
(March 30, April 6, April 
13, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE	 )Case
MATTER	 )No.
OF THE	 )22 PR 58
ESTATE	 )
OF	 ) 		
GEORGE	 )
FOUNTAIN,	 )   	
Deceased.	 )		

CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of GEORGE 
FOUNTAIN, of 
Mendota, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on March 24, 
2022 to BRENDA L. 
DOBBS, 429 First 
St., Stillman Valley, 
IL  61084, and whose 
attorney is David M. 
Kaleel, 806 Jefferson 
Street, Mendota, Illinois 
61342.
Claims against the 
estate may be e-filed 
in the Office of the 
Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, LaSalle 
County Courthouse, 
119 W. Madison St., 
Ottawa, IL  61350, or 
with the Independent 
representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the 
first publication of this 
Notice, or if mailing 
or delivery of a Claim 
Notice from the 
Independent Executor 
is required, the date 
stated in that Notice.  
Any claim not filed on or 
before the above stated 
dates is barred.  
E-filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions.  
To e-file, you must 
first create an account 
with an e-filing service 
provider.  Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
serviceproviders.htm to 
learn more and to select 
a service provider.  If 
you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAZ/
gethelp.asp.  
Copies of a claim e-filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 

to the Independent 
Executor  and to the 
Attorney  within ten (10) 
days  after it has been  
e-filed with the Clerk of 
Court. 
Dated this 24th  day of 
March, 2022.  
Greg Vaccaro
Circuit Clerk-LaSalle 
County Courthouse
119 W. Madison St.,
Ottawa, IL 61350
David M. Kaleel	
Attorney for Executor 
806 Jefferson St
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5616
kaleel5@frontier.com 
Legal No. 0315 (3/30, 
4/6, 4/13 2022)

Mendota District #289 is looking 
to fill the following positions:

If Interested, please call 815-539-7631 for more  
information or apply at the AppliTrack Employment 

link in the information box on our  
website at www.m289.org.

• Preschool Teacher
• 5th Grade Teacher

• 8th Grade Language 
    Arts Teacher

• Social Worker
• Life Skills 

   Paraprofessional

Mendota Swimming Mendota Swimming 
Pool is now accepting Pool is now accepting 

applications for the  applications for the  
2022 season.  2022 season.  

Applications may be Applications may be 
picked up at the  picked up at the  

Mendota City  Mendota City  
Clerk’s office,  Clerk’s office,  

800 Washington Street, 800 Washington Street, 
OR at  OR at  

The Mendota  The Mendota  
Civic Center,  Civic Center,  

1901 Tom Merwin Drive 1901 Tom Merwin Drive 
and must be returned by and must be returned by 

Friday, April 22.Friday, April 22.

CITY OF MENDOTA IS LOOKING 
TO HIRE PART TIME/SUMMER 

HELP TO WORK IN OUR STREETS/
PARKS/PUBLIC PROPERTY DEPT.  

JOB WILL BE EMPTYING  
GARBAGES, WEED EATING 
CREEKS AND NUMEROUS  

OTHER TASKS.   
PICK UP APPLICATIONS AT THE 
CITY CLERK’S OFFICE,   
800 WASHINGTON ST, 

MENDOTA.   
APPLICATIONS NEED TO 
BE RETURNED BY APRIL 22, 2022.

Farm Help Wanted
Spring & Fall

Experience Helpful
Great Second Job or Perfect 

for a Retiree
Send Resume to:  

The Mendota Reporter  
c/o FHW

PO Box 300
Mendota, IL. 61342 03232022

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/ 
PROJECT SPECIALIST  

RESPONSIBILITIES:
MORRIS, ILLINOIS

Supports regional operations by maintaining 
processes related to office, field and personnel.  

Duties include but are not limited to:    
Administrative support of the Regional  
Construction Manager, payroll support, AR 
and AP support, production reporting, process  
development, and more.  

Position will report to our Corporate  
Operations Specialist

Position location:  Morris, Illinois
Please send resume to:  
smudd@rlmunderground.com
www.RLMUS.com

Part Time  
Help Needed at  

Bonnell’s General Store, 
200 N. Reeve St., Sublette

Must be 21 yrs old
Food Handlers License 

Helpful
Average 14-26 hours  

per week  
On Tues, Sat & Sun

Apply at Store w/Mike

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy 3500 Crew LTZ Diesel, White, 
87K Miles ........................................$58,900
2016 Chevy Tahoe LTZ, 4WD, 56K miles, 
Sunroof, DVD, Gray........................$45,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, 4X4, Z71, 
LT, 101K Miles, Red.........................$26,900

2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4, 
147K Miles, Blue Granite................$24,900
2014 Chevy Equinox FWD 2LT, Leather, 
4cyl., 74K miles, Black.....................$15,500

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LTZ, 
4x4, 44K miles, 1-owner, Silver..$46,500
2019 GMC Sierra AT4 Crew Cab, GM 
Certified, Loaded, Sunroof, Leather, 36K 
Miles, Gray.....................................$53,500

2019 Chevy Crew Cab LT Z71 4x4, 
1-Owner, 70K miles, Gray..........$41,900
2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 1-owner, 
Snrf., DVD, 54K Miles, Pearl White.....$26,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2019 Black GMC Denali 2500 Crew Cab, Diesel, GM-Certified, 1-owner, Local 
Trade, Lots of Options! Leather, Heated/Cooled Seats, Sunroof, Navigation & More!

$64,900

2019 GMC Denali 2500 Crew Cab

OLDSMOBILE  
ENGINES

1960’s-  330 V8
1970’s- 455 V8

1969- 350 Rocket
$200.00 each or Best Offer

Call 779-201-0255

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

603 603 
AUTO REPAIRS AUTO REPAIRS 
PARTS/PARTS/
ACCESSORIESACCESSORIES

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 

Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 

is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

501	  501	  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE
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Reporter/Designer
The Mendota Reporter, a weekly com-
munity newspaper located in Mendota, 
IL, is seeking a reporter to help us create 
fresh, relevant and timely news content, 
and can also help design the pages the 
stories appear on.

Writing duties include general assign-
ment writing, feature writing, and meet-
ing coverage.  A college background or 
the equivalent, knowledge with Indesign/
CMS systems, experience in writing and 
excellent grammatical skills are a must 
for this position. 

Successful candidates must possess 
strong writing, grammar and spelling 
skills as well as strong communications 
skills. We’re looking for a team player 
that has excellent computer and pagi-
nation skills, photography skills, strong 
work ethic and a desire to package and 
publish a quality product. Some evening 
and weekend work hours are required.    
Advancement and management op-
portunities to larger newspapers within 
top-flight newspaper company are very 
realistic. News Media Corporation has 
community newspapers in Arizona, Col-
orado, Illinois, Nebraska, Oregon, West 
Virginia, and Wyoming. Solid benefit 
package includes: bi-weekly pay, medi-
cal insurance plan, life insurance, 401(k) 
plan, paid vacations and mileage reim-
bursements.

To apply, send your resume and at least 
three samples of your work to 

tgreenfield@mendotareporter.com No 
phone calls, please. 

TELECOMMUTERS NEED NOT APPLY

Looking for a Career in Agriculture  
or a Seasonal driving position? 

 
Agricultural Diesel/Automotive Mechanic - Full-Time Posi-
tion located in Triumph, IL
Responsible for routine and technical maintenance on equip-
ment, trucks, and vehicles. Class A CDL with airbrake and 
HAZMAT will be required.

Agronomy Operations - Full-Time Positions available in 
Ottawa, IL, Tonica, IL, & Malden, IL
Application of fertilizer and chemicals on fields and performs 
maintenance of plant equipment. Class A CDL with airbrake 
and HAZMAT will be required.

Grain Operations – Full-Time Positions available in Utica, IL, 
Van Orin, IL, Mendota, IL, Tonica, IL, & Triumph, IL
Responsible for grain handling and maintains grain quality and 
equipment.

Seasonal CDL Drivers – Seasonal/Temporary Positions avail-
able in Ottawa, IL, Tonica, IL, & Malden, IL
Operate a tender truck and transport fertilizer chemical from 
loading facility to field of application. Class A or B CDL with 
airbrake is required. Tanker and HAZMAT endorsements a plus.

To view full job descriptions or to apply visit  
www.northernpartners.net or visit Indeed.com and 

search company Northern Partners Cooperative.  
Visit us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthernPartnersCooperative

Full-time benefits: Medical, Dental, Vision, Flex Spending; 
Company funded Health Savings; Company paid Basic Life, 
AD&D, Short-Term Disability; Traditional and Roth 401k plans; 
Company sponsored Defined Benefit Co-op Retirement 
Pension Plan; Clothing Allowance/Reimbursement program; 
Paid holidays, vacation, personal days, sick time, and parental 
leave.
 

Northern Partners Cooperative ~ Proud to Be Your Partner
Northern Partners Cooperative is the premier full-service Agricultural 

Cooperative serving North Central Illinois.  
As a full-service cooperative, we strive to maintain quality staff,  

equipment, locations, and information across our offerings.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Rebecca McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker

www.tcrealtysales.net
Evening Phone Numbers

Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker 
708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 
815-539-9255

Jami Bauer, Broker 
815-993-7751

Lori Munson, Broker 
815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 

815-200-2233
Richard McConville, 

Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 

815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 

815-228-2842
Ryan Coss, Broker  
815-830-8636

Helping 
people 

find homes 
since 1983. 

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 

Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

1922 Tower Rd., Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

Abigail Vaessen, 
Broker 815-508-9715 
Marcia Kosowski,  
Broker 779-423-5947

Helping people find homes since 1983.

607 Sixth St., 
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

MLS #10908570 
3644 E. 5th Rd., North Utica, IL.   

$187,500 
Located outside of Troy Grove. follow Vermillion St. over 
railroad crossing. Home on left side on curve. Unique 

property sits on 3 acres. 3 car garage, swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, fenced yard for small dogs. 3 bedrooms 2 bath, 
lower level family room with fireplace. Mobile home will 

be removed per LaSalle County Zoning. Call.

MLS#11060314 
2372 Cedar Grove Rd., Mendota   

$194,500
Located outside of Troy Grove. follow Vermillion 
St. over railroad crossing. Home on left side on 
curve. Unique property sits on 3 acres. 3 car 

garage, swimming pool, jacuzzi, fenced yard for 
small dogs. 3 bedrooms 2 bath, lower level family 
room with fireplace. Mobile home will be removed 

per LaSalle County Zoning. Call.

MLS# 11037821  306 S. East 
St Earlville $119,000.  Nice 3 
bedroom home with large eat in 
sunny kitchen. Large deck on 
back and a closed in front porch. 
Affordable.  Can close quickly. Call 
McConville Realty

Enjoy your day!

We have a feeling 
you’ll want to see this!

Sec 8, Lot 90 $90,000
Luxury log cabin in a shaded cul-de-sac. 
This 2018 Cedar Log Cabin by Forest 
River Park Models features knotty 
cedar throughout. The kitchen features 
black stainless steel appliances, cedar 
cabinets, and Corian granite countertops. 
Microwave includes a convection oven. 
Kitchen has never been cooked in. Thermal 
pane windows. Central air condition and 
5300 BTU home furnace. Living room 
features a recliner, electric fireplace, couch 
with pull-out. Double loft houses two twin 
beds and a double bed, as well as storage 
made of cedar. See more information at 
www.Erbes-Realty.com.

Sec 23, Lot 175 $39,900
Beautiful view of Woodhaven Lake 
from this back yard with common area. 
Features 1988 Kropf park model with 
electric fireplace, log cabin sided, 1 
bedroom, furnace, water heater, winter 
water, latex skirting, deck with roof, shed 
and firepit. Please note, Woodhaven 
Lakes is a gated recreational community 
and cannot be used as a primary 
residence or homestead. You must be 
accompanied by a broker to view any 
properties. Property owner pays the 
association fees.

Sec 23, Lot 183 $63,000
Pride of ownership shines in this 
stunning 2017 Bayview Select fifth wheel 
which features 2 bedrooms - one with a 
queen size bed and the other with a twin 
- and a loft. Inside is a modern kitchen 
equipped with an island and bar stools. 
Outside enjoy the grill, portable fire pit, 
two burner outdoor kitchen, shed and 
gazebo. All contents of shed are included 
in the sale, as well as 2 kayaks, patio 
furniture in the gazebo and on the deck, 
and firewood. Owner is also throwing into 
the sale a 8x6 carry all utility trailer - see 
pictures in listing. See more information 
at www.Erbes-Realty.com.

Sec 1, Lot  50 …………………........…..$40,000
Sec 1, Lot 66   SOLD……..…….........…$19,500
Sec 2, Lot 110      CONTINGENT…............$23,500
Sec 4, Lot 161   PENDING...................$29,000
Sec 4, Lot 192……………….....……….$65,900
Sec 5, Lot 177………………........………$31,000
Sec 5, Lots 190 & 191…………........….$60,000
Sec 5, Lot 378…………........……………$25,000
Sec 6, Lot 74……………........…………..$25,000
Sec 7, Lots 181 & 182………........…….$29,900
Sec 7, Lot 196……………………......….$27,900
Sec 8, Lot 90……………......……………$90,000
Sec 10, Lot 52……………….........……..$16,900

Sec 10, Lot 291  REDUCED…............…$21,500
Sec 10, Lot 292  REDUCED…............…$17,500
Sec 10, Lot 312……………........………$27,000
Sec 11, Lot 74………………….........…..$29,400
Sec 11, Lot 88……….…………............$16,000
Sec 11, Lot 203……….........……………$23,000
Sec 12, Lot 73………………..........……..$29,000
Sec 13, Lot 110 ………………...........…..$11,600
Sec 14, Lot 37………………..........……..$22,000
Sec 15, Lot 161…………...........………..$38,000
Sec 17, Lot 3………………..........……...$15,000
Sec 18, Lot 65…………………..........…..$24,900
Sec 19, Lot 80………………...........…….$59,900

Sec 21, Lot 84   REDUCED….................$79,900
Sec 23, Lot 92…………..........………….$49,000
Sec 23, Lot 175……………...........……..$39,900
Sec 23, Lot 183…………...........………..$63,000
Sec 23, Lot 195……………..........……..$24,000
Sec 24, Lot 105  SOLD…….............…..$64,000
Sec 24, Lot 110……………...........……..$79,900
Sec 26, Lot 102 ……..........……………..$15,000
Sec 26, Lot 161   CONTINGENT............$49,900
Sec 26, Lot 220…………..........…………$47,000
Sec 27, Lot 145……………...........……..$60,000
Sec 28, Lot 91  SOLD…….…............... $14,000
Sec 29, Lot 307   SOLD……..........…....$12,000

WOODHAVEN LAKES PROPERTIES

Investment Property
Great investment property in downtown Mendota, IL.  
Thriving restaurant/bar.  4 apartments with $1875 rental 
income per month.  Call for all the amenities.  McConville 
Realty  at 815-539-5673.

MLS# 11321118
220 Morrow St Unit B, Somonauk,  

$195,000
Very nice 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 2 story townhouse in 
Illowa Farms, Somonauk, IL.  2 car garage.  Home is very 
economical to heat.  Upstairs laundry is so convenient.   
All appliances stay but not warranted.  Neutral colors 
throughout.  Call McConville Realty for all the amenities.

MOTIVATED 
SELLER!
2517 Woods St., 
West Brooklyn  

$117,000
Lovely Dutch Colonial 2 story 
home with hardwood floors on 
the first floor with nice woodwork.  
The foyer leads to a gorgeous 
open staircase that takes you 
to 3 large bedrooms.  1st floor 
master bedroom,  Bright airy and 
clean home with lots of storage.  
Detached Big 18x30 garage.

How do sellers choose among 
multiple offers?

Answer: Usually the highest is the best one to accept. But there are 
other factors to consider too-  such as:  
*All-cash offer. This offer is NOT dependent on a mortgage lender 
so they can close much faster!
Few to no contingencies  — this type of offer may have mortgage, 
home inspection, or even the contingency that their home has to 
sell first before they can go through with the next sale.
*Higher down payment. By having a higher down payment this 
shows the buyer is in a strong financial position, and are serious 
about buying a home.
*Commonly called “the love letter.” This is a letter that the buyer 
writes to the seller, although discouraged because of the fair 
housing act, but it can be a way to connect to the seller.

Question 
of the 
Week

LIST WITH US! 
WE’LL HELP YOU FIND A BUYER!

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!NEW LISTING!

FEATURE
 HOME

McConville Realty 
& Auctioneering

612 S. Main St., Mendota
815-539-5673

2846 IL. Route 30 Highway, Compton 
$56,000

Lots of potential for this one story home located on Route 30 North of Compton.  Call 
for a showing. 
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