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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
Monday’s meeting, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved a 
proposed preliminary and 
final plat of subdivision for 
an apartment development 
on Lake Lida Lane in town. 

New Directions Hous-
ing Corporation wants to 
build a three-story, 30-unit 
workforce housing apart-
ment building which will 
have family housing of 
two and three-bedroom 
apartments. Rents will 
be from $500 to $1,180. 
It will have a community 
room, library, exercise 
room and laundry fa-
cilities. Apartments will 
have full kitchens and 
bathrooms and on-site 
parking. Units will be 
handicap accessible. The 
site is just over five acres 
and will include a park and 
green space.

Workforce housing is 
for households with in-
come between 60-120 
percent of the area median 
income. Rochelle’s me-
dian income is $50,000. 60 
percent of that is $30,000 
and 120 percent is $60,000. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
Monday’s Rochelle Town-
ship High School Board 
of Education meeting, Su-
perintendent Jason Harper 
confirmed the school’s 
plans to hold graduation on 
May 28 at 10 a.m. 

Friday, May 20 will be 
RTHS’s last day of final 
exams. Wednesday, June 1 
will be the first day of sum-
mer school with it ending 
on July 14. The graduation 
date will not be impacted by 
cold days or cancellations, 
Harper said. 

Prior to Monday’s meet-
ing, the graduation date had 
only been tentative, due 
to school administrators 
previously being unsure 
what the end of the school 
year would look like. Last 
year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and indoor atten-
dance restrictions, gradua-
tion was held outdoors on 
the football field. That will 
be the plan again if weather 
allows. 

“[Principal Chris Lewis] 
and our team have secured a 
stage like last year for grad-
uation to be held outside 
again,” Harper said. “That 
depends on the weather. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Mayor John Bear-
rows and City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh took to 
Facebook live Thursday 
afternoon for their yearly 
State of the Community 
address. The city officials 
reviewed 2021 and dis-
cussed its current position 
and what’s expected during 
the rest of 2022. 

The hour-and-a-half 
PowerPoint presentation 
laid out how the city’s 
recent expenditures have 
aligned with strategic plan 
priorities. Bearrows and 
Fiegenschuh said the city’s 
financial reserves remain 
strong and above council-
approved floors. Plans 
include continued redevel-
opment of all city corridors 
and continuing growth in 
all tax increment financing 
(TIF) districts. 

See ADDRESS pg 2

Graduation date confirmed
Ceremony will be held outdoors permitting weather

Apartment development zoning approved
Rochelle City Council also approves solar special use permit

State of the 
Community

Our plan is to do it outside 
again. We have fewer issues 
with the number of people 
allowed to come per student. 
In the past it’s been 10 tick-
ets per student when it was 
indoors. We’ll be set up to 
do both.”

Re-employment
The board unanimously 

approved the re-employ-

ment of seven first-year 
teachers, seven second-year 
teachers, one third-year 
teacher and two fourth-year 
teachers. The teachers cur-
rently in their fourth year 
will become tenured next 
year. 

“They’ve all gone 
through our local evalu-
ation process each year 
they’ve been with RTHS,” 

Harper said. “Dr. Lewis, 
Dr. Perrin, Mr. Harvey 
and Mr. Zick have all done 
the evaluations along with 
our mentor program. The 
coaching program is led by 
Dr. Perrin. We feel confident 
and comfortable with these 
recommendations for re-
employment.”

See RTHS page 5

Rochelle Township High School Principal Chris Lewis speaks during the RTHS 
Board of Education meeting Monday evening.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

NDHC did not ask 
for any incentives from 
the city. Engineering and 
architectural documents 
were submitted to the city 
and state in recent weeks 

and NDHC hopes to start 
construction early in the 
summer and it will take 
about a year to complete. 

NDHC is a nonprofit 
and has built and rehabili-

tated more than 500 multi-
family and single-family 
units since its inception in 
1994. Its purpose is to pro-
vide high-quality afford-
able housing to households 

who would otherwise be 
unable to afford safe and 
decent housing without 
undue hardship.

See CITY page 8

Rochelle Police Department’s Jim Gilliam was sworn in to his new position as sergeant at the meeting. Gilliam 
has been with the department since 2005.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Dimond Bros

Trust the family medicine team who understands 
the power of putting people first.   
Call 815-562-3784 for an appointment or learn 

more at www.rochellehospital.com. 

For Angela Massutti, being a nurse practitioner and caring for families is perfect. The 
board-certified family medicine provider sees people of all ages—and entire families— 
at RCH’s Family Healthcare Clinic. From wellness visits and chronic illness management, 
to helping people navigate anxiety and depression, Massutti says communication and 
compassion strengthen her patient relationships. “I am always willing to listen and work 
to find a solution that works for everyone,” she shared.

ANGELA MASSUTTI, APRN

The Right Fit 
for your entire family

900 N. 2nd St., Suite 200, Rochelle, Illinois

2021-22 News-Leader Scholar-Athlete application available
ROCHELLE — For 

the last several years, 
Rochelle Township High 
School and the Rochelle 
News-Leader have part-
nered to offer the annual 
Rochelle News-Leader 

Scholar-Athlete Awards, 
which are normally pre-
sented during the school 
year to two recent alums, 
one male and one fe-
male, who demonstrated 
academic and athletic 

excellence throughout 
their time as high school 
student-athletes. These 
awards have normally been 
presented during the school 
year to student-athletes 
who graduated during the 

previous year.
With an interest in offer-

ing greater opportunities 
for the RTHS student-ath-
letes who’ve dedicated 
their time to achieving 
high standards in academ-

From page 1

The future redevelop-
ment of the Hickory Grove 
site was touched on as dem-
olition has started to come 
to a close and the city plans 
to solicit developer plans 
soon. The city is also con-
tinuing work on renovating 
and moving more depart-
ments to its new facility on 
South 7th Street, which is 
the former Johnson Tractor 
building it purchased over 
the summer. 

The presentation also 
included plans to continue 
to pay down debt and issue 
new debt at lower rates, a 
final implementation of 
internal ERP and asset 
management systems, a 
request for proposal for 
city liability, property and 
workman’s compensation 
insurance, continuing to 
seek grants where possible 
and applicable, continued 
reevaluation of employee 
positions and developing 
a joint fire training facility 
with the Ogle-Lee Fire 
Protection District. 

On the Rochelle Mu-
nicipal Utilities side, Be-
arrows and Fiegenschuh 
said plans include contin-
ued investments in water, 
water reclamation, electric 
and communications infra-
structure and increasing its 
renewable energy portfolio 
and increasing allowances 
for residents, such as a solar 

rate that was recently put 
into place for residential 
and small commercial 
RMU customers. 

The city officials talked 
about recent happenings in 
each city department and 
touched on various other 
ongoing projects for the 
future such as Geographic 
Information System up-
grades. 

Earlier this month, it was 
revealed that the mystery 
company that is filling the 
former Nippon Sharyo 
buildings at 1600 Ritchie 
Court in Rochelle is Zekel-
man Industries, the largest 
steel pipe and tube manu-
facturer in North America.

Operations will com-
mence in Rochelle this 
fall and the development is 
expected to create between 
100 and 150 jobs locally.

“I believe it’s one of the 
biggest projects we’ll see 
in a long time for the city,” 
Fiegenschuh said during 
the state of the community 
address. “They’re here to 
stay. They’ll double our 
daily power usage. I think 
they’ll be great partners. 
I’m proud of the project.” 

Bearrows detailed how 
the city’s portion of res-
idents’ property tax bills 
is spent. The city gets 10 
cents of every dollar and 
it’s spent on police offi-
cers, firefighters/EMTs, 
police cars, ambulances, 
dispatchers, school cross-

ADDRESS: Bearrows, Fiegenschuh discuss future for city

Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows and City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh took to Facebook live Thursday afternoon 
for their yearly State of the Community address. The city officials reviewed 2021 and discussed its current 
position and what’s expected during the rest of 2022. 

ing guards, engineering, 
economic development, 
community development 
and street department 
operators. 

Bearrows and Fiegen-
schuh fielded questions 
from residents during the 
Thursday address. One 
involved the possibility 
of getting a larger chain 
restaurant like a Cracker 
Barrel in town. Bearrows 
said city staff has worked 
to do that, but the response 
from those businesses 
hasn’t been fruitful due to 
Rochelle’s close proximity 
to larger cities with them 

like DeKalb and Rockford. 
“Our community de-

velopment department has 
reached out and provided 
data to Cracker Barrel in 
the past,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “Businesses like them 
locate to make a profit. 
They look at our retail trade 
area to get the maximum 
number of people in the 
door and they haven’t de-
cided to locate here. Being 
near Rockford and DeKalb 
doesn’t help.”

During Bearrows’ 
opening comments, he 
thanked the community 
for its support during the 

COVID-19 pandemic as 
lower case rates in the area 
have brought about what 
he called “light at the end 
of the tunnel.”

The mayor also thanked 
city staff and employees 
for keeping things on track 
during uncertain times. 
The pandemic saw the city 
issue grants and implement 
things like the RMU Shop 
Local program to navigate 
the pandemic’s effects on 
the community, namely 
small businesses.

“Thank you for support-
ing our local businesses 
and being patient with our 

staff as we work through 
very difficult times,” Be-
arrows said. “I want to 
thank our city council for 
supporting the change and 
programs we’ve put in 
place over the past couple 
of years. That group pro-
vides the final pieces and 
acceptance of various pro-
grams that we’ve come to 
know in our local commu-
nity. I also want to thank the 
city manager for continued 
leadership and guidance 
not only in the pandemic, 
but he continues to keep 
the day-to-day operations 
running smoothly.”

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ics and athletics for the 
last four years, the Ro-
chelle News-Leader will 
be presenting the 2021-22 
Scholar-Athlete Awards in 
the form of two $500 schol-
arships. These cash schol-
arships will be presented 
to two graduating senior 
student-athletes during 
the RTHS Honors Night 
on May 2. The Rochelle 
News-Leader is excited 
to offer these scholarships 
to senior student-athletes 
looking to further their 
education and possibly 
their athletic careers at the 
college level.

T h e  R o c h e l l e 
News-Leader will select 
two winners for the $500 
cash scholarships, one 
male and one female, 
who’ve demonstrated high 
standards in academics 
and athletics at RTHS. 
Winners will be selected 
from applications that are 
submitted in full. Applica-
tions are free to submit and 
can be completed by either 
student-athletes or their 
parents/guardians. The 
deadline for submitting 
applications to the RTHS 
Counseling Center office 
will be Friday, April 15 

at 5 p.m.
Addit ionally,  s tu-

dent-athletes who apply 
for a scholarship must 
fulfill the following re-
quirements:

Students must be se-
niors who are eligible to 
graduate this spring.

Students must be attend-
ing a college/university for 
the upcoming fall semester.

Students must have 
participated in at least one 
sport throughout their time 
at Rochelle Township High 
School. Additional sports 
or activities are a bonus.

Students must have 
earned a 3.0 GPA or higher 
to receive a cash scholar-
ship.

The 2021-22 Rochelle 
News-Leader Schol-
ar-Athlete application is 
available on the RTHS 
Counseling Center website 
at http://www.rthsd212.
org/counseling-center. 
Completed applications 
can be submitted to the 
RTHS Counseling Cen-
ter office. Questions or 
concerns can be directed 
to Rochelle News-Leader 
Sports Editor Russ Hodg-
es at rhodges@rochelle-
news-leader.com.
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Maintenance Mechanic 
 
SUMMARY
• The overall role of a Mechanic is to ensure that all machines and equipment in the facility are working properly and safe to 
operate.
• They perform preventative maintenance on all equipment to minimize machine down time.

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
• Ensure that all machines and equipment in the facility are working properly and safe to operate.
• Must be able to troubleshoot, diagnose and repair the equipment.
• Must be able to build gearboxes
• Responsible for keeping the down time for each machine to a minimal and perform preventative maintenance on all 
equipment and tools.

Requirements
QUALIFICATIONS
• Must have their own tools.
• Must have knowledge in electrical install, troubleshooting, hydraulics, and pneumatics.
• Must be able to operate Lathe machine, End Mill Machine, Drill Press, Surface Grinders, Grinders, Sanders, Hand Tools, 
Cutting Torch, and Welding Machines.
• Able to work with people, strong work ethic, must be capable of multi-tasking in a fast paced environment, strong com-
munication skills, must be able to read and write and be able to stay focused.

EDUCATION AND/OR EXPERIENCE
• At least 5 years of experience in an environment with high tech machines.
• Prior manufacturing experience preferred.
• High school/GED or Trade school in machines.
• The military equivalent will be recognized in lieu of education and/or experience.

MATHEMATICAL SKILLS
• Basic mathematical skills, addition, subtraction, multiplication and converting fractions into decimals.
• Must be able to use and read a tape measure, caliper, and micrometer, dial bore gauge, and various other precision mea-
surement equipment.
• Competitive Wages and Benefits included

Apply at
www.clarkdietrich.com/about-us/careers

03
06

20
22

DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

Mar 26 & 27 .............. Concealed Carry/Home Defense Class, 8am-4pm both days

April 9 ................................. Concealed Carry Permit Renewal, 8am-1pm - 3 hours

April 23 ...................Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course, 8am-4pm both days

April 30 ..............................................................Introduction to Handguns 8a-12pm

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

03
16

20
22

One Stop Financial, Inc.
Income Tax Service

Larry and Teresa Anderson

808 Main Street, PO Box 224, Ashton, I L 61006
1500 W. Lincoln Hwy., Suite 5A, Rochelle, IL 61068

Income Tax Service
Call or text Teresa at 815-440-2678 

 OR Ashton at 815-453-2678 01052022
“Improving Your Family’s Health

& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness

Most
Insurances
Accepted

07
18

20
17

OREGON  — On 
March 11 at 1:10 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 5,000 
block of North Illinois 
Route 251 for expired 
registration. After a brief 
investigation, Juma Mr-
isho, 29, of Rockford 
was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. 
Mrisho was taken into 
custody and released on 
a $2,500 or 10 percent 
I-Bond with a return 
court date. Mrisho was 
also issued citations for 
expired registration and 
driving while uninsured.

On March 13 deputies 
arrested Samuel Nieva 
Rodriguez, 20, of Rock-
ford for driving with no 
valid driver’s license. 
Nieva was arrested by 
deputies on Interstate 39 
near Monroe Center after 
being stopped for speed-
ing. Nieva was released 
on a I-Bond and will 
appear in Ogle County 
court at a later date. 

On March 13 at ap-
proximately 12:55 a.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on a black 

Nissan Frontier in the 
3,700 block of North Leaf 
River Road for improper 
traffic lane usage. After 
investigation, the driver, 
Steven Maronde, 53, of 
Leaf River, was arrested 
for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 
Maronde was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond. 
Maronde was also cited 
for improper lane usage.  

On March 14 at ap-
proximately 6:34 p.m. 
Rochel le  EMS/Fire , 
Flagg Center Fire De-
partment and deputies 
were dispatched to the 
area of 12,000 East Flagg 
Road for the report of 
a one-vehicle accident 
with injuries. After an in-
vestigation, it was deter-
mined that a black Nissan 
Altima driven by Robert 
Trumbull, 76, of Ro-
chelle, left the roadway 
traveling eastbound in 
the 12,000 block of East 
Flagg Road and entered 
into the north ditch. The 
Nissan drove over two 
culverts in the north side 
ditch and came to rest 

after striking a creek em-
bankment. Trumbull was 
transported to Rochelle 
Community Hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The accident 
remains under investi-
gation. 

On March 14 at ap-
proximately 7:52 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at East Illi-
nois Route 64 and Mul-
ford Road. After a brief 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Rudy Dozal, 46, 
of Rockford, for no valid 
driver’s license. Dozal 
was taken into custody 
without incident and 
released on an individual 
bond with a return court 
date set. Dozal was also 
issued a citation for an 
inoperable rear registra-
tion light.   

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Rochelle EMS/Fire dispatched to 
one-vehicle accident with injuries 

Rochelle Police Department

ROCHELLE — On 
March 11 at 2:13 p.m. 
Tamika D. Moger, 33, 
of Ottawa was cited for 
disobeying a stop sign. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
April 22 Rochelle court 
date.

On March 11 at 8:25 
p.m. Jessica M. Hunter, 
40, of Sterling was cit-
ed for unlawful use of 
cellphone. She signed a 
promise to comply and 
was given an April 22 
Rochelle court date.

On March 12 at 11:51 
p.m. Ulises Amezcua-Va-
lencia, 45, of Rochelle 
was arrested for no valid 
driver’s license. He was 
released on an I-Bond 
and given an April 22 
Rochelle court date.

On March 13 at 1:42 
a.m. Sabrina T. Sauro, 
28, of Lockhurt, Tex-
as was cited for illegal 
transportation of alcohol. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 

April 22 Rochelle court 
date.

On March 12 at 5:13 
p.m. Justin R. Bertaud, 
29, of Rochelle was ar-
rested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant. He 
paid $500 and was given 
an April 8 Ogle County 
court date.

On March 12 at 10 p.m. 
Rueben A. Benavente, 37, 
of Chicago was cited for 
overweight on axle. 

On March 13 at 12:05 
p.m. Phil P. Kurian, 62, 
of Skokie was cited for 
speeding 74 m.p.h. in a 
55-m.p.h. zone. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given an April 22 
Rochelle court date.

On March 13 at 4:05 
p.m. Jonathan M. White, 
20, of Rochelle was ar-
rested for driving while 
license suspended. He 
was released on an I-Bond 
and given an April 22 
Rochelle court date.

On March 13 at 7:11 
p.m. Trisha A. Meese, 

41, of Rochelle was ar-
rested for an outstanding 
warrant in Ogle County 
and an outstanding war-
rant in Lee County and 
transferred.

On March 14 at 5:53 
a.m. Randi M. Suter, 33, 
of Lindenwood was ar-
rested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant and 
transferred.

On March 14 at 4:57 
p.m. Shaqwalia L. Jones, 
24, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 47 m.p.h. 
in a 30-m.p.h. zone. She 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April 
22 Rochelle court date.

Officers make several arrests

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Board 
of Trustees voted unan-
imously to maintain the 
college’s current tuition 
rate of $147 per credit 
hour for the 2022-2023 
academic year.

“One of the goals of the 
board is to keep tuition as 
affordable as possible,” 
Bob Johnson, chair of 
the Kishwaukee College 
Board of Trustees, said. 
“The college has worked 
hard over the course of the 
pandemic to keep costs 
down while increasing the 
programs and services of-
fered to support the chang-

ing needs of students and 
our communities.”

Relief money from 
both the federal and state 
governments has allowed 
the college to provide 
financial and other stu-
dent support services to 
help learners continue to 
attend college during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Holding the tuition rate 
steady for the last two 
years is one of several 
initiatives by the college 
to maintain affordabil-
ity. Additional student 
support services include 
direct cash payments and 
free textbooks, childcare 

and transportation.
“Kish continues to 

focus on the needs of our 
students and offer a qual-
ity, affordable education. 
We are fortunate to have 
additional resources to 
continue to support our 
students, including keep-
ing our tuition the same 
since the beginning of 
the pandemic,” Dr. Lau-
rie Borowicz, president 
of Kishwaukee College, 
said. 

For more information 
on college programs, 
scholarships and support 
services, please visit kish.
edu.

Kishwaukee College board 
keeps tuition rates flat for 
second consecutive year

The Kishwaukee College Board of Trustees voted to maintain the college’s current 
tuition rate of $147 per credit hour for the 2022-23 academic year.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

OREGON GFWC 
WOMAN’S CLUB PRESENTS

Oregon, IL 
Antique Show

OVER 30 DEALERS FROM THE MIDWEST
March 26th & 27th, 2022
Saturday 9am-5pm & 
Sunday 10am-4pm
• Crystal & China Repair Both Days
• Antique Appraisals Sunday only
   10am-3pm ($5 per item)
• Plenty of Parking
• Door Prizes
• Concessions
• Handicap Accessible

BLACKHAWKBLACKHAWK
CENTERCENTER
1101 W. Jefferson St.,1101 W. Jefferson St.,
Oregon, IL 61061Oregon, IL 61061
Entry $6Entry $6

70thAnnual

Obituaries

ROCHELLE — Hel-
en Eileen King, 91, of 
Rochelle passed away 
on Saturday, March 12 
at Serenity Hospice & 
Home in Oregon. Helen 
was born Aug. 2, 1930, 
to Ray and Alice (Phelps) 
Handlin in Rochelle.

Helen was a loving 
wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother. She married Gary 
Francis King on March 
22, 1950. She worked for 
Rochelle Township High 
School in the library for 
20 years.

Helen was a member 
of Rochelle United Meth-
odist Church, PEO and 
the Rochelle Community 
Hospital Auxiliary. She 
enjoyed quilting, playing 
bridge and making her fa-
mous fudge and apple pie.

She is survived by four 
sons, Graham (Shari) 
King of Madison, Wis-
consin, Matt (Jackie) 
King of Rochelle, Brian 
(Mary) King of Bakers-

field, California and Tony 
(Lynn) King of Hamp-
shire, Illinois and one 
daughter Lisa King of 
Byron.

Helen was also sur-
vived by 12 grandchil-
dren: Pete (Jill) King of 
Austin, Minnesota, Eric 
(Angel) King of Austin, 
Texas, Ben King of Aus-
tin, Texas, Andy King of 
New Berlin, Wisconsin, 
Kellie (Matt) Morgan of 
Elgin, Jessica (Robert) 
Morrison of Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, Katie 
(Waylon) Clairday of Ba-
kersfield, Nicole (Jason) 
Green of Bakersfield, 
Courtney (Ed Riggen-
bach) of Whitefish Bay, 
Wisconsin, Emily (Ben) 
Rodriquez of Cary, Il-
linois, Molly King of 
Hampshire and Cade 
King of Lexington, Ken-
tucky and 12 great-grand-
children.

Helen was preceded in 
death by her husband, her 
parents, brother, Howard 

Handlin and sister, Bette 
Erickson.

There will be a public 
visitation from 4-7 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 15 at 
Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St., 
Rochelle. The funeral 
service will be held at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, March 
16 at Rochelle United 
Methodist Church. Burial 
will follow the service at 
White Rock Cemetery,  in 
Kings. Memorials may be 
made in Helen’s memory 
to Rochelle United Meth-
odist Church or Seren-
ity Hospice and Home. 
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com for online video 
tribute and guest book. 

R O C H E L L E  — 
John David O’Brien, 
71, of Rochelle, passed 
away on March 11. 
John was born on March 
20, 1950 to George and 
Pauline O’Brien in Ro-
chelle. He was the second 
oldest of 12 kids and often 
helped to keep his brothers 
and sisters in line. 

As a kid, John began 
working at Moore’s True 
Value Hardware. John 
graduated from Rochelle 
Township High School 
in 1968. On his way to 
St. Patrick’s grade school 
John used to go out of his 
way to ride his bike by 
Tilton school where Ann 
was a crossing guard. 
They married in 1971. To-
gether they raised three 
daughters, Alison (Justin) 
Mach, Alyssa (Anthony) 
Armato and Andra (John) 
O’Connell.

John was determined to 
provide for his family and 
give them the life he felt 
they should have. His fam-
ily meant more to him than 
anything. He was proud of 
Alison, Alyssa, Andra, and 
Ann. He always tried his 
best to provide for them in 
every way that he could.

He worked incredibly 
hard at Moore’s True Val-
ue Hardware store. John 
believed in giving back 
to the community. He was 
a volunteer firefighter, 
advocate of the Rochelle 
Downtown Association 
and Rochelle Chamber 
of Commerce and later 
served on the Ogle County 
Board and was a member 
of the Merit Commission 
for the Sheriff’s depart-
ment. As a collector of 

many historical odds and 
ends, he and Ann have 
donated many items to 
the Rochelle Historical 
Society. Plowing snow 
was just another way he 
helped others. 

After retiring from the 
hardware store in 2000, 
he could not rest easy, 
so he started RentMoore, 
When John wasn’t work-
ing, he took meticulous 
care of the lawn. He pat-
ented his own lawn mow-
er. John had a swimming 
pool installed for Ann, the 
girls and neighborhood 
friends and family to make 
memories. John enjoyed 
scuba diving, which en-
abled him to use the pool 
to test his equipment, not 
just to clean and care for.  

John eventually became 
passionate about sailing 
and took Ann on several 
sailing trips. Through his 
close ties to France and 
his French “daughter” 
Melanie, John learned to 
appreciate traveling to 
France and found his en-
joyment of wine. He could 
often be seen sitting on 
his patio, swirling a wine 
glass, filled with ice and 
Rose listening to the oldies 
while enjoying the sunset 
and the fresh country air.

Anyone who knew 
John knew that he was 
a loving father and hus-
band. No, maybe not the 
most “fun,” but he worked 
so incredibly hard. A 
generous neighbor and 
businessman who lived 
by strong principles. 

John was predeceased 
by his parents George 
and Pauline O’Brien, his 
brothers Pat and Mike 

O’Brien and his mother-
in-law & father-in-law 
Lewis and Edith Moore. 
He is survived by his 
wife Ann and beloved 
dog DD, daughters Al-
ison, (Justin) Mach of 
Knoxville, Tennessee, 
Alyssa (Anthony) of 
Saint Charles, and An-
dra (John) O’Connell of 
Chicago. John also leaves 
behind his five grandkids 
John, Addison and Peyton 
Mach of Knoxville and 
Vincent and Ava Armato 
of Saint Charles. John 
is also survived by his 
brothers and sisters Mary, 
Kathy, Tim, Margaret, 
Tom, Bill, Sharon, Vince 
and Carrie.  

Visitation will be 4-6 
p.m. Wednesday. March 
16 at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home in Ro-
chelle. A private funeral 
service will be at 11 
a.m. Thursday March 
17 at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home with Fa-
ther Jesus Dominguez 
officiating. Burial will 
follow at St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Cemetery in Ro-
chelle. Memorials can be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, Rochelle 
Downtown Association 
and The Kitchen Table. 

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com for online guest 
book and video tribute.

ROCHELLE — Rus-
sell LaVerne Rasmussen, 
89, of Rochelle passed 
away at his home, Satur-
day, March 12. Russell 
was born March 26, 1932, 
in Lafayette Township, 
Illinois, the son of Henry 
C. and Ella (Bolhaus) 
Rasmussen. Russell mar-
ried Velma Bernice Pifer, 
April 27, 1957 at the Ro-
chelle United Methodist 
Church. Russell worked 
for many years as a printer 
for Rochelle Printing.  

Russell was preceded 
in death by five brothers: 
Roger, Dale, William, 
Marvin and Harlan Ras-

mussen; two sisters: Betty 
Parsley and Eula Fay 
Friday.

He is survived by his 
wife of 64 years, Velma 
Rasmussen of Rochelle; 
two children: Steve Ras-
mussen of Rochelle and 
Beverly (Larry) Moore 
of Rockford; four grand-
children: Emily Brown, 
Ashley (Brendan Mckel-
vey) Rasmussen, Allison 
(Josiah) Vander Heyden 
and Patrick Moore; great 
grandchildren: Haylie, 
Milaena, Everett and Des-
mond; one sister: Darlene 
Stratton of Warrenville, 
Illinois.

Helen Eileen King John David O’Brien

Russell LaVerne Rasmussen

Public visitation will 
be 9:30-11 a.m. Friday, 
March 18 at the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home 
in Rochelle. Funeral ser-
vice will follow at 11 a.m. 
at the funeral home with 
pastor David Rogula offi-
ciating. Burial will follow 
at Lawnridge Cemetery 
in Rochelle. Memorials 
can be made to Serenity 
Hospice and Home in 
Oregon. 

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com for online guest-
book and video tribute.  

ROCHELLE — Ver-
non L. Randall, 89, of 
Rochelle passed away on 
March 12. Vernon was 
born on March 11, 1933 
in Finksburg, Maryland. 

Vernon L. Randall
Vernon was a resident of 
the Rochelle area for 75 
years. He loved music, 
playing guitar and singing. 
He also enjoyed fishing 
and was an animal lover. 
He had a unique bond with 
companion animals. He 
was a dedicated employee 
of Del Monte for 35 years. 
He was hard working and 
respected. He also had a 
charismatic personality 
that impressed everyone 
he knew. He loved his 
two daughters. He was a 
beloved father, grandfather 
and great grandfather. 

Vernon is survived by 
two daughters, Renee 
Bogue of Overton, Tex-
as and Rhonda Lowden 
of Overton, Texas; three 
grandchildren, Brittany 
(Kuzma) Ziblich, Am-
ber (Mark) Cordle and 
Christen (Calvin) Espich; 
four great grandchildren, 

Cooper, Niko, Camryn and 
Chance; one sister, Janet; 
one cousin, Mary Bauer 
of Rochelle; As well as 
one special friend, Garrett 
Williams.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents.

A graveside service will 
be held on Friday, March 18 
at 11 a.m. at Lindenwood 
Cemetery in Lindenwood. 
Funeral arrangements were 
entrusted to Beverage-Ly-
ons Family Funeral Homes. 
Online condolences may be 
made at www.beveragely-
onsfamilyfh.com
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Now is a great 
time to adopt a 

pet! Call  
Tails today!

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Bubbles ______
 
Please look into these deep brown 

eyes and hear my plea! Adopt me!! My 
name is Bubbles and I’m about 4 years old, have an 

amazingly beautiful brindle coat that needs to be seen in person 
to fully appreciate, and am smaller than you’d think from my photo, weighing 
only 35lbs. I’m a very nice girl who loves to toys and playing tug and fetch, 
but am not one of those dogs with a crazy amount of energy. Just the right 
amount. I’m housetrained and have the waggiest tail! I’ll follow you to the 
ends of the earth and beyond as being by your side gives me the greatest 
pleasure. Plus I’m a super cuddler! I also enjoy other dogs but cats...not so 
much. I hope you’ll come meet me and if you do, ASK as I might not be in 
the “main” dog area.
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

RTHS: Board removes reopening updates from agenda
From page 1

In separate agenda 
items, the board unan-
imously approved the 
resignations of Alex Pop-
idinski (science teach-
er), Kassandra Smith 
(dance coach), Jacob 
Diestelkamp (special 
education teacher) and 
Reed Dalen (second shift 
custodian) along with the 
hirings of Ethan James 
(IT support specialist) 
and Talina Nava (assistant 
softball coach). 

Reopening
During meetings amid 

the past two years of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a 
school reopening update 
has been a standing item 
on the board’s agenda 
where Harper gave up-
dates pertaining to the 
issue. 

He and the board re-
solved Monday to remove 
that from agendas going 
forward as low COVID-19 
case rates and the re-
moval of state mandates 
like masking and weekly 
testing for unvaccinated 
employees have occurred 
and made for a lack of 
updates. 

“I have no new updates 
for the second month in a 
row,” Harper said. “My 
recommendation is to take 
this off the agenda as a 
standing item. If some-
thing were to come up, we 
can put it back on.”

Principal’s 
report

During Lewis’s princi-
pal’s report portion of the 
meeting, he said the sched-
uling process for next year 
is underway and students 
have narrowed down their 
class choices. Staff and 
administration will now 
work on scheduling the 
appropriate amount of 
sessions and teachers for 
each course.

In April, RTHS’s mas-
ter schedule will come to-
gether so students can take 
as many desired classes as 
possible. 

“There’s only seven 
classes during the day, 
and we want to make sure 
we’re maximizing that 
as much as we possibly 
can,” Lewis said. “It’s the 
first time in a couple of 
years where we’ll have a 
good schedule come April 
and May. Two years ago 

schools were shut down 
and last year was hybrid 
learning. We’re back into 
a normal scheduling sys-
tem like we did prior to 
the pandemic.”

On April 13, all fresh-

men, sophomores and 
juniors will take the PSAT 
or SAT assessment, Lewis 
said. Juniors take the SAT 
and it’s a high school 
graduation requirement 
for the state. 

“It’s not nearly em-
phasized as much at the 
college level as it used 
to be,” Lewis said. “A lot 
of the schools are more 
focused on grades and 
resumes and the things 

kids are doing at their high 
school. Seniors will have 
that day off. It’s all hands 
on deck with our staff that 
day and the students that 
need accommodations 
that day will get them.”

Superintendent Jason Harper and the board resolved Monday to remove COVID-19 school reopening updates 
from agendas going forward as low COVID-19 case rates and the removal of state mandates like masking and 
weekly testing for unvaccinated employees have occurred and made for a lack of updates. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ROCHELLE – Please 
put your trays and seats 
in the upright and locked 
positions…because Planes, 
Trains & Automobiles 
is ready for takeoff! The 
Rochelle Area Community 
Foundation (RACF) would 
like to personally invite the 
community to attend this 
family friendly event on 
Saturday, Sept. 10 at the 
Rochelle Municipal Airport 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Proceeds from the event 

will support the RACF 
and its mission as it looks 
forward to strengthening its 
community impact.

Jacob Becker, event 
chair and RACF board 
member said, “Since Ro-
chelle’s history is so inter-
twined with the evolution 
of transportation, RACF 
felt that it only made sense 
that our first annual event 
pay homage to that rela-
tionship. This event will 
be the perfect opportunity 

to whip out your ‘picnic 
best’ and enjoy an afternoon 
celebrating Rochelle and 
the modes of transportation 
that have helped put it on the 
map over the last century.”

“We are excited to offer 
an event that appeals to 
all ages”, Emily Anaya, 
RACF executive director, 
said. “We foresee a day 
full of fun for families and 
friends. There is an invite 
only car show, planes on 
display, Burlington Rail-

road is building a train cab 
for guests to tour, an online 
only silent auction and 
some amazing food. RACF 
is grateful to our sponsors 
who have already secured 
their level of support for this 
special day.” 

Tickets for the event will 
go on sale Wednesday, Aug. 
10 at the RACF Office, lo-
cated at 350 May Mart Dr. 
You will be required to wear 
your ticket (wristband) that 
day allowing you to come 

and go as you please.   
If you are looking for 

more information about the 
event, sponsorship opportu-
nities or just have questions, 
please call the RACF at 

815-561-3600, email direc-
tor@rochellefoundation.
org, visit the website at 
rochellefoundation.org or 
the Events section of its 
Facebook page.

RACF announces Plains, Trains & Automobiles event

Read and 
Recycle

OGLE COUNTY – 
Gary A. Harris, 24, of 
Pelahatchie, Mississippi, 
was stopped for 
an equipment vi-
olation on March 
3 at 7:42 p.m. on 
Illinois Route 72 
at Interstate 39 in 
Ogle County and 
was charged with 
driving while license sus-
pended. Harris was re-
leased on an I-bond.

Antwon M. Wood-
son, 29, of Rochelle, was 
stopped for a registration 

violation on March 
7 at 1:36 a.m. on 
10th Avenue at 
Lincoln Highway 
in Rochelle and 
was wanted on 
an Ogle County 
warrant for fail-

ure to appear for larceny. 
Woodson was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail.

State Police arrest 
Rochelle man on 
county warrant 



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 6WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2022

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 

With spring holidays like St. Patrick’s Day and  
Easter approaching, what is your favorite holiday to 

celebrate during the year?

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Tom 
McDermott

“ASYLUM CHILDREN: 
A company of about 20 
children from the New 

York Juvenile Asylum from 
seven to 15 years of age will 
be in Rochelle at the 
Brackett House.

Thursday morn-
ing, March 6. Homes 
are wanted for them 
with farmers’ families 
in this and adjoin-
ing counties, where 
they will receive kind 
treatment, good moral 
training, and a fair 
common education.

They may be taken on trial 
for two weeks, and then under 
indentures until of age, pro-
vided they prove satisfactory. 
The terms of the indentures 
are that they shall receive a 
fair common school education, 
and paid $100 and two suits 
of clothes when of age. This 
company will consist mostly 
of boys, and they will be at 
the hotel at the appointed time 
without fail. Please meet them 
on that day. When indentures 
are executed, a small payment 
for passage expenses will be 
required. E. Wright, agent. P.S. 
Enquire at your post office for a 
hand bill giving further particu-
lars.” This ad appeared in the 
Rochelle newspapers in 1879.  

In 1850, there were thou-
sands of children on the streets 
of New York with no food and 
little, if any, supervision. Ger-
mans, Irish, Italians and many 
other nationalities were coming 
to America. America, the land 
of opportunity, where the streets 
were paved in gold and every-
man could prosper. Unfortu-

nately, the reality was somewhat 
different. 

Robert and Jane boarded a 
ship in Ireland with their three 
young children and made the 

crossing to Philadelphia. 
The trip was very difficult 
and Robert suffered from 
poor health for the whole 
trip. Within a few years, 
Robert passed away and 
Jane was left alone to pro-
vide for herself and her 
children. She was over-
whelmed. 

Remy and Eugene Hey-
dacker lived in New York. 

In 1872, their mother passed 
away leaving them in the sole 
care of their father. Mr. Hey-
dacker was a ship’s cook and 
found himself unable to provide 
financial support for his family 
unless he went to sea, in which 
case he could not be present to 
raise his boys. 

Archie, Jake and Elizabeth 
Fisher had a good life in New 
York until their father, a police 
officer, died. Every day there 
were more and more children 
who found themselves hungry 
or on the streets. 

Charles Loring Brace found-
ed the Children’s Aid Society 
in 1853. The purpose of the 
society was to find homes for 
the lost children of New York. 
Mr. Brace had a plan based on 
systems that he had witnessed 
in Europe. The city had more 
people than jobs and the farm-
ers out west needed laborers. 

Typhoid Fever, Yellow Fever 
and Spanish Flu epidemics took 
the lives of many children and 
adults alike. The Civil War and 
World War I led to the loss of 

thousands more young males. 
If the west was to be settled, 
more able-bodied settlers were 
needed. To Charles Loring 
Brace, the answer was obvious, 
transport the street children of 
New York to the west. 

This would solve the prob-
lem of abandoned children 
and the lack of laborers in the 
west. From 1854 through 1929, 
more than 200,000 children 
were loaded on trains and 
sent to be housed in the rural 
plains of America. There were 
four major causes for a child 
to be considered for “placing 
out.” The parent or parents 
could not pay sufficient atten-
tion to the children, the child 
was incorrigible or required 
the discipline that the Soci-
ety could provide, the family 
could not afford to financially 
support the children or one 
of the parents is a criminal or 
intemperate.  

The system was quite sim-
ple. The parent would deliver 
the child or children to the 
Children’s Aid Society and sign 
off their parental rights. The 
Society could then do as they 
pleased for the benefit of the 
child. The logic of the day was 
that the fresh air and honest la-
bor of the western farmer was 
far superior to the squalor of 
the larger city. Charles Loring 
Brace was ready to start his 
grand experiment. 

Part two of this column will 
appear in a future edition of 
the Rochelle News-Leader. 

Tom McDermott is a Flagg 
Township Museum historian 
and Rochelle city councilman. 

WE are 
lucky to 
have a 

supported library and 
a collection of over 
60,000 volumes in our 
community. 
Our collec-
tion includes a 
variety of titles 
and all types 
of genres. In 
March, we 
always search 
our vast collec-
tion for books 
with green 
covers or green in the 
title to display at the 
library. This month is 
Dr. Seuss’s Birthday. 
He wrote one of my 
favorite books that 
starts with the word 
green, Green Eggs and 
Ham.

“Theodor Geisel, 
better known to the 
world as Dr. Seuss, 
the author and il-
lustrator of such 
children’s books as 
‘The Cat in the Hat’ 
and ‘Green Eggs 
and Ham,’ is born 
in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts on March 
2, 1904. Geisel, who 
used his middle name 
(which was also his 
mother’s maiden 
name) as his pen 
name, wrote 48 books 
— including some for 
adults — that have 
sold well over 200 
million copies and 
been translated into 
multiple languages. 
Dr. Seuss books 
are known for their 
whimsical rhymes 
and quirky characters, 
which have names 
like the Lorax and the 
Sneetches and live in 
places like Whoville.

Geisel graduated 
from Dartmouth Col-
lege, where he was 
editor of the school’s 
humor magazine, and 
studied at Oxford 
University. There he 

met Helen Palmer, 
his first wife and the 
person who encour-
aged him to become a 
professional illustra-
tor. Back in America, 

Geisel worked 
as a cartoonist 
for a variety of 
magazines and 
in advertising.

The first 
children’s book 
that Geisel 
wrote and il-
lustrated, ‘And 
to Think That 

I Saw It On Mulberry 
Street,’ was rejected 
by over two dozen 
publishers before 
making it into print 
in 1937. Geisel’s first 
bestseller, ‘The Cat in 
the Hat,’ was pub-
lished in 1957. The 
story of a mischievous 
cat in a tall striped 
hat came about after 
his publisher asked 
him to produce a book 
using 220 new-reader 
vocabulary words 
that could serve as 
an entertaining alter-
native to the school 
reading primers chil-
dren found boring.” 
(https://www.history.
com/this-day-in-histo-
ry/dr-seuss-born). 

Do you like green 
eggs and ham? Librar-
ies are places where 
you can relax, read 
and express your 
imagination. You gain 
knowledge and learn 
about many subjects. 
Think of all of the 
information that is 
stored in the books in 
our building just wait-
ing to be unlocked.  
Come in, bring your 
library card, choose 
a book and let your 
imagination soar.  

Sarah Flanagan is 
the library director 
of the Flagg-Rochelle 
Public Library Dis-
trict. 

Green eggs 
and ham

Orphan train: Part 1

“Christmas.”
Katie Paulsen

“4th of July.”
Eva Ip

“Christmas.”
Denise 

Montgomery

Sarah 
Flanagan
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Feb. 18 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Feb. 19 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Feb. 20 - From the Heart, $50

Feb. 21 - Mario Pineada, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 22 - Brett Johnson, Rockford, $25

Feb. 23 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 24 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Feb. 25 - Debbi Ramsey, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 26 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 27 - From the Heart, $50 

Feb. 28 - Sharon Watkins, DeKalb, $25

March 1 - Maggie Williams, Rochelle, $25

March 2 - Ava - Meyers Furniture, Rochelle, $25

March 3 - Kimberlee Wagner, Rochelle, $25

March 4 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

March 5 - Marcy Bruhn, Rochelle, $25

March 6 - Bethany DuFoe, Rochelle, $50

March 7 - From the Heart, $25

March 8 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

March 9 - Nena Stewart, Rochelle, $25

March 10 - Sydney Carmichael, Rochelle, $25

March 11 - Darlene Reynolds, Rochelle, $25

March 12 - Scott Meinert, Dakota, $25

March 13 - Jeremy Mumm, Rochelle, $50

March 14 - Greg Hackbarth, Lindenwood, $25

March 15 - Chandler Mattison-Farris, Rochelle, $25

March 16 - Mike Myers, Rochelle, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries

March 16
Christy Oleson

March 19
John Overstreet

March 20
Jesse Lopez

Rachelle Phillips
March 22

Wakely Peterman

March 23
Kristi Gonzales

March 24
John Wooten

Lanie McPhearson
March 25

Chaz & Kathy Conant
Liz Danekas

Shaun Rosenbach

March 26
LeeAnn Komadina

Kim Dougherty
Bernie & Anna Sexton

March 17 - (Thursday) - Corned Beef and Cabbage, Collard 
Greens, Cornbread, Ginger Beer 
March 18 - (Friday) - Fish Fry!!! Deep Fried Cod, Coleslaw 
and Fries 
March 22 - (Tuesday) - Parmesan Chicken Tenders, 
Avocado Black Olive Pasta Salad, 
March 24 - (Thursday) - Chicken Salad Sandwich or on 
Lettuce Boats, Chips, 
March 29 - (Tuesday) - Sweet and Sour Chicken, Egg Rolls, 
Potstickers 

March 31- (Thursday) - Chicken and Waffles with Syrup, 
Coleslaw 
April 3 - (Sunday Brunch) - Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, 
Breakfast Casserole, Oatmeal, Sausage Patties
**All menus are subject to change. 
If you would like to check before coming out, please 
call us at 815-561-9074 as we will put the menu on the 
answering machine.  www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Call 815-561-2151 
to submit names 
for birthdays and 

anniversaries

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment is seeking the com-
munity’s help in its search 
for a missing teen.

Addison C. Egland of 
Rochelle was last seen in the 
300 block of Woolf Court 
in Rochelle on Sunday Jan. 

16 wearing sweat pants and 
brown coat with fur lining.  
Egland is  a  5’7’’ , 
110-pounds with blue eyes 
and brown hair.

Egland may be with 
44-year-old Franky Mar-
tinez, who drives a silver 
2008 Nissan. 

She is believed to still 
be in the Rochelle/Hillcrest 
area. If you see her, please 
call Rochelle Police De-
partment non-emergency 
number at (815) 562-2131 
or Detective Brian Albers 
at 815-562-6736, exten-
sion 5.

RPD seeking help in search for missing teen

ROCHELLE — On 
Sunday, April 3, there will 
be a free coin appraisal at 
the Rochelle Moose. This 

event, open to the public, 
will be held 1-4 p.m. in the 
dining room with John Gru-
ben and Dave Schabacker 

doing the appraisals. They 
can even evaluate foreign 
coinage and U.S. paper 
money. Bring down your 

collection of coins you have 
gathered through the years 
and have them evaluated 
right here in Rochelle. 

CRESTON —April 1 
is the final deadline for 
removing grave blankets, 
wreaths, old flowers, etc. 
from graves at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Creston. 
After that, they will be de-

stroyed. With this warmer 
weather the items are not 
frozen in, so it would be 
a good time to remove 
them.

Please help the cem-
etery by removing your 

own grave blankets, etc. 
This cemetery is not a tax-
based cemetery, so help 
keep costs down. 

There are rules on the 
side of the building as to 
what is and isn’t permitted 

in the cemetery.
The annual meeting of 

the cemetery is March 17. 
If anyone has any con-
cerns or questions please 
contact Lyle at 815-375-
8996 prior to the meeting.

Cemetery clean up needs to be done by April 1

Free coin appraisal at Rochelle Moose
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*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

Call Today for Your FREE Estimate!

18 815-673-7532

RECEIVE A $50
DARDEN GIFT CARD

INSTALLATION*

$99
ONLY

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22. All participants who
attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home ppproduct consultation will
receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer
sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection.
This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married
or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and
complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo
ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members,
previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within
the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers.
Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that
LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems
it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.
com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed
to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of
promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Offer ends 3/31/22.

•LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRAARANTYYTY
•MMMAAADDDEEE OOONNNSSSIIITTTEEE SSSPPPEEECCCIIIFFFIIICCCAAACCALLLLLLYYY FFFOOORRR YYYOOOUUURRR HHHOOOMMMEEE
•THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTTTTER SYSTEM.

•SCRAARATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 815-660-0041

www.BuySafeStep.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any 

previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No 
cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

815-660-0041
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots
to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

From page 1

“If they were not com-
bining these lots, it’s 
already zoned for what 
they want to do,” Mayor 
John Bearrows said. “For 
two years we’ve heard 
about workforce housing. I 
certainly hope this is a step 
towards getting some of 
that. This is just zoning. It’s 
whether or not we’re going 
along with combining the 
two lots.”

Solar
The council unani-

mously approved a peti-
tion by Rochelle Solar to 
add the terms of 40 years 
to their special use permit 
for a future solar farm.

Last year, Rochelle 
Solar entered into an an-
nexation agreement for 
87.89 acres with the city 
for the southwest corner 
of Twombly Road and the 
North Caron Road pro-
posed extension to develop 
a solar farm. The property 
was zoned for rural devel-

opment at the time of an-
nexation, which required 
a special use permit. That 
was granted, but Rochelle 
Solar desired to go up to 
40 years of special use to 
make it consistent with the 
language in its annexation 
agreement.

A proposed timeline 
shown by Rochelle Solar at 
the meeting said it plans to 
complete an interconnec-
tion agreement with U.S. 
power grid operator PJM 
in January 2024 before 
beginning construction 
on the solar site in March 
2024 and being operation-
al in November 2024.

Almost half of the 
nearly 90 acres in the area 
will be covered with solar 
panels.

14th Street
The council unani-

mously approved the ac-
ceptance of a $326,068 bid 
from Martin and Company 
Excavating for improve-
ments to 14th Street.

The improvements will 

include complete pave-
ment removal and recon-
struction more suited for 
the truck route. Approved 
Monday was phase one of 
the project, which will go 
from Lincoln Avenue to 
6th Avenue. The second 
phase will be completed 
when funds allow. The 
Martin bid is approximate-
ly 16 percent lower than an 
engineer’s estimate of cost 
of $378,000.

The city manager and/
or the city engineer will 
have the authority to 
negotiate further change 
order work, not to exceed 
$52,000, within the pro-
posed contract to facili-
tate other improvements 
and upgrades to streets 
adjacent to the project. 
It is anticipated the con-
struction project will be 
substantially complete by 
the end of June.

A portion of the funds 
for the project come from 
an agreement with Silgan 
Containers that resulted 
in the permanent closure 

of 15th Street in 2001 for 
an expansion. 

Well 8
The council unani-

mously approved a reso-
lution to complete an EDA 
grant application for an 
iron removal plant at Well 
8 that would commit $3.6 
million for the $7.2 million 
project.

The grant will likely be 
submitted this month and 
construction would coin-
cide with the city receiving 
any grant funds. The city’s 
$3.6 million portion would 
be funded through the 
SRF loan program with 
the IEPA.

RMU
The council unani-

mously approved the pur-
chase of 30 single-phase 
pad mount transformers 
for Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities for $194,270 in 
an effort to keep inven-
tory high in the case of a 
possible future significant 
weather-related event with 

lead times of transformers 
climbing rapidly.

Also unanimously ap-
proved Monday was a pur-
chase order for 360 LED 
streetlights for $75,960. 
That makes up for year’s 
worth of streetlights as the 
city works to replace de-
teriorating infrastructure.

Swearing-in
Rochelle Police De-

partment’s Jim Gilliam 
was sworn in to his new 
position as sergeant at the 
meeting. Gilliam has been 
with the department since 
2005 and has experience 
as a taser instructor, field 
training officer and has 
been a member of the 
emergency response team 
for 15 years. He’s currently 
attending school for police 
staff and command. Gil-
liam will be assigned to 
the patrol division. 

Good News 
City Manager Jeff Fie-

genschuh presented a 
Good News award to 

Finance Director Chris 
Cardott and her team for 
receiving a certificate of 
excellence for the eighth 
year in a row from the Gov-
ernment Finance Officers 
Association.

“It’s been a really hectic 
year for Chris because 
we’re going through an 
ERP implementation, 
which is a complete new 
software package for pret-
ty much everything we do 
at the city,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “You and your team 
are amazing and I appre-
ciate everything you do 
and wanted to recognize 
you tonight for your hard 
work.” 

Eagle scout
Bearrows presented a 

gold key to the city during 
the meeting to Jeremiah 
Diehl, who raised money 
and did a personal hygiene 
product drive for the Ro-
chelle Food Bank for his 
eagle scout project. Diehl 
has spent 12 years in the 
scouts.

CITY: Council approves 14th Street improvements

Mayor John Bearrows presented a gold key to the city during the meeting to Jeremiah Diehl (left), who raised money and did a personal hygiene product drive for the 
Rochelle Food Bank for his eagle scout project. City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh presented a Good News award to Finance Director Chris Cardott and her team (right)  for 
receiving a certificate of excellence for the eighth year in a row from the Government Finance Officers Association.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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From page 14

After a close loss by 
5-4 decision to Chicago’s 
Ethan Sonne, Nadig de-
feated Bethalto’s Avery 
Jaime by 7-2 decision for 
fifth place.

Voight finished sixth in 
the 144 Senior Division 
bracket with a 3-3 record. 
Voight earned a first-
round bye and took down 
Edwardsville’s Graham 
Taylor with an 11-1 major 
decision during the second 
round before conceding 
a tough 1-0 decision to 
Stockton’s Eli Larson in 
the quarterfinals. 

In the consolation 
bracket, Voight defeated 
Manhattan’s James Talley 
Jr. by 6-1 decision and St. 
Anne’s Tristin Golden 
by 5-4 decision. Voight 
then fell against Richton 
Park’s Trevon Williams 
before conceding a 9-5 
sudden victory in over-
time against Chicago’s 
Kenyonte Louis.

Three additional wres-
tlers from the Rochelle 
area competed in the state 
meet including Zachary 
Johnson, Brandin Kirk 
and Aidan Lopez. Lo-
pez went 2-2 in the 80 
Novice Division bracket, 
defeating Murphysboro’s 
Griffin Diehl by 11-1 
major decision in the 
championship bracket and 
pinning Poplar Grove’s 
Landon Jaski during the 
wrestlebacks.

Johnson went 1-2 in 
the 100 Novice Division 
bracket, opening the tour-
nament with a 5-4 decision 
over Gibson City’s Colton 
Johnson. Kirk finished 0-2 
in the 154 Novice Division 
bracket. Johnson and Kirk 
represented the Rochelle 
Wrestling Club at the state 
meet.

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068 
Phone: 815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com
Rochelle News-Leader

More than 6,200 
followers on 

RNL’s Facebook 
page!

03132022

Follow The 
Leader

Stay in the 
loop with the 

latest and 
most accurate 

local news 
by following 
the Rochelle 
News-Leader 
on Facebook 
and link to 

our website at 
rochellenews-leader.com

Keep informed of 
all the happenings 
as we specialize in 

bringing you  
Local News... Local Views.

SPORTS
IKWF: Youth wrestlers medal at state tournament

Six Rochelle-area wrestlers competed in the IKWF State Championship meet at the BMO Harris Bank Center in Rockford this past weekend. 
Benjamin Nadig (above) finished fifth in the 93 Novice Division and Brenden Voight (below) took sixth in the 144 Senior Division bracket. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BYRON — The Ro-
chelle Hub and Lady Hub 
track and field teams com-
peted at the Byron Indoor 
Preview on Saturday. The 
Lady Hubs finished fifth 
out of eight schools with 
40 points and the Hubs 
took seventh out of 11 
schools with 32 points. 
Rochelle’s next coed 
track and field meet will 
be the Sterling Invita-
tional at the Westwood 
Sports Center on Satur-
day, March 19. The Hubs 
will also compete at the 
Gary Egler Invitational in 
Sycamore on Wednesday, 
March 16.

Girls
Senior Teagan Mey-

ers set a new personal 
record in the high jump, 
winning the event with a 
clearance of 1.57 meters. 
Meyers also took third 
in the triple jump with a 
distance of 9.30 meters, 
while sophomore Alivia 
Henkel finished fourth 
in the pole vault with a 
height of 2.21 meters. 
Junior Baylie Sutton 
placed fifth in the triple 
jump with a distance of 
8.12 meters.

R o c h e l l e  r u n n e r s 
Bridgett Ramirez, McK-
enna Cook, Zoe White 
and Sara Johnson finished 
fifth in the 3200-me-
ter relay with a time 
of 13:14.21. The Lady 
Hubs placed eighth in the 

800-meter relay, clocking 
in at 2:05.61 behind Kylie 
Smith, Rylee Jackson, 
Alex Neece and Macy 
Ramos. Neece took fifth 
in the 55-meter hurdles 
with a personal-record 
time of 11.44 seconds.

Henkel finished sixth 
in the 55-meter dash 
with a time of 8.01 and 
White placed ninth in the 
800-meter run with a time 
of 3:05.01. Meyers and 
Smith took sixth and sev-
enth in the 400-meter dash 
with times of 1:08.57 and 
1:09.27. Ortiz finished 
fourth in the 1600-meter 
run with a time of 6:23.51 
and Meyers placed fifth in 
the 200-meter dash with 
a time of 30.06. White, 
Ortiz, Kennedy Adamski 
and Johnson took seventh 
in the 1600-meter relay at 
5:19.55.

Boys
Senior Zach Sanford 

finished second in the 
shot put with a new 
personal-record distance 
of 14.32 meters. Senior 
Ryan Simmons took sec-
ond in the high jump 
with a clearance of 1.78 
meters, while sophomore 
Nathan Sergeant finished 
fourth with a clearance 
of 1.57 meters. Seniors 
Luke and Max Orlikowski 
led the Hubs in the jump 
pits, with Max finishing 
eighth in the long jump 
(5.15 meters) and Luke 
taking fifth in the triple 
jump (10.59 meters) for 
Rochelle. 

R o c h e l l e  r u n n e r s 
Hayden Smith, Alexavier 
Villatoro, Jackson Smith 
and Troy Papke teamed 
up to finish fourth in the 
3200-meter relay with 
a time of 11:15.70. The 
Hubs placed fifth in the 
800-meter relay, clock-
ing in at 1:43.61 behind 
Irving Escalante, Trey 
Taft, Ethan Wells and 
Griffin Ohlinger. Junior 
Hayden Inman took sixth 
in the 55-meter hurdles 
with a time of 10.67 sec-
onds and senior Michael 
Ramsey finished ninth in 
the 55-meter dash at 7.24 
seconds. 

Junior Wade Smith and 
freshman Christopher 
Hickey placed 10th and 
11th in the 800-meter 
run with respective times 
of 2:43.31 and 2:43.41. 
Sophomores Caleb Wys-
sbord and Eli Luxton 
finished sixth and seventh 
in the 400-meter dash 
with respective times 
of 1:00.94 and 1:02.62. 
Sophomore Alex Burke 
took 10th in the 1600-me-
ter run with a time of 
5:45.00. Wyssbrod, Jack-
son Smith, Wade Smith 
and Escalante finished 
sixth in the 1600-meter 
relay at 4:10.51. 

Rochelle teams race at 
Byron Indoor Preview

RTHS Track & Field

Girls finish fifth, boys take seventh
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Community Unity

2021-2022
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle,
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.

1

5

9

2

6

3

74

8
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

PUBLIC AUCTION
Having decided to discontinue our Snow Removal & Lawn Care Business, we 
will sell at Public Auction the following described equipment. This Auction will 
be held Live On Site at 615 N 15th Street, Rochelle IL 61068 with a part of the 
auction being held indoors. Watch for Bearrows Auction signs from 20th Street 
and Flagg Blacktop in Rochelle IL. For More information, and pictures, visit our 
web site at www.bearrows.com click on the Auction Zip link.

Saturday, March 26th, 2022
10:00 a.m.

Comfort Station
Auctioneers note: This auction will feature some very good quality trucks, 
trailers, commercial lawn care and snow removal equipment that is ready to go 
to work for you, and has been well maintained. For more information, contact 
Auctioneer John Bearrows at 815-739-9150 or visit our web site www.bearrows.
com to view color photos. Plan now to attend.
Trucks & Trailers: 2006 GMC Sierra SLT ½ Ton, 4WD, Crew Cab, 6ft box, 
Leather and loaded up, approx. 138,305 miles, some rust: 1998 GMC 3500, 
2WD, 6.5 Turbo Diesel, approx. 87,775 Miles, 10ft dump box, landscapers sides, 
cloth int. solid truck; 1998 Chevy Cheyenne 3500 1 Ton dump, 8 ft box, 4 speed 
manual trans, 7.4L gas, 2 way gate, 2WD, good work truck, VIN# 197949; 1997 
Ford F150 XLT, 163,238 Miles, Cloth int, Std cab, PW, PL, Tilt, Cruise, some 
rust; 1997 Ford F250 XLT Lariat, 2WD, approx. 64,482 Miles, Std Cab, Auto, 
8ft box, Tool box, PW,PL, Tilt cruise, some rust VIN# 11857; 1990 Dodge Ram 
Pickup, LE150, 2WD, ext. cab, 8ft box, with shell, PW, PL, VIN# 017096, some 
rust;  2003 Jamie Wldg 18ft Road Boss utility trailer, tandem axle, lift assist gate; 
1994 Rettig Ent 16ft Tandom axle utility trailer, w/lift assist ramp; 1993 Jamar  16 
ft tandem axle utility trailer, w/lift assist rear gate; 2000 Holt Trailer, 18 ft tandem 
axle utility trailer, 16ft flat + 2ft beaver tail with folding ramps;
Case IH Tractor, Skid Steer & Attachments: Case IH DX55 Compact Tractor, 
with LX118 Loader, 72” quick Tach bucket, and a 758C Case IH Mounted 
Backhoe, 18.4x24 Rears, 12x16.5 Turf Frts, approx. 4697 Hrs.,; Case 1840 Skid 
steer, approx. 2300 hrs, Aux Hyd., 62” Dirt Bucket w/detachable teeth, & Push 
Blade, (quick Tach) 10-16.5 Rubber(VIN# JAE0175482); Set of FFC Quick Tach 
Pallet Forks; Berco Frt mounted broom (Like new);
ExMark Mowers & Others: ExMark Lazor Z, S series, Red Technology, Better 
seat, 60” Mulch deck, 554 Hrs, Kawasaki Gas engine: ExMark Lazor Z, S 
series, Red Technology, Better seat, 60” Mulch deck, 571 Hrs, Kawasaki Gas 
engine: ExMark Lazer Z XP mower w/60” Deck, Diesel; ExMark Lazer Z C1, 52” 
deck, 23HP Vanguard, 2012 Hrs.; ExMark Lazer Z, X series, w/60” deck, Kohler 
Command Pro 747cc, 2372 Hrs; ExMark Lazer Z XS series diesel, 60” mulch 
deck, 1613 hrs; ExMark Lazer Z XP series, diesel, 60” side discharge deck, 1775 
Hrs; 2-Woods 6215 Mowing Machines, Diesel, 60” decks, walking rear wheels; ; 
Pull type Gang mower; Woods 72” 3pt rotary mower, hard rubber tire and safety 
chains; Cub Cadet 1711 hydro Garden tractor with deck and mounted sprayer 
w/3 ft boom and hand gun; Troy Bilt 21” walk behind variable speed mower; 
TORO 4ft walk behind commercial Proline mower; Kinco walk behind sickle 
mower; Walk behind self-Prop fence row mower; Walk behind string trimmer; 
12ft. Woods Tri-Deck pull type finish mower, Hyd lift and fold; Grasshopper 72” 
mower, w/vacuum, 1970 Hrs; Cub Cadet 125 Hydro, snowblower, deck & wheel 
weights;
Snow Blowers, Assorted Shop Tools & Equipment John Deere 826 Walk 
Behind snow blower; Large assortment of Stihl String trimmers & Blowers, 
shovels, rakes, thatcher’s, lawn rollers, and other items used in his lawn care 
business; Snow Blowers include 2-Toro CCR 2000 Power Curve and many 
other walk behinds, with several that are newer; 4ft pull type lawn Aerator; 110 
Gal Pickup Fuel Tank; 300 Gal overhead gas and 300 Diesel overhead tank; 
Many assorted parts including filters, plugs, blades and other items; Aluminum 
scaffolding; Bench grinders; Radial arm saw; Torch Kit w/cart; Shop Vacs; Sears 
15” floor drill press; Usual hand & power tools; Keller KKL-16 folding ladder; 
Drop Cords; Husqvarna 455 Rancher 20” chain saw; Other quick start chain saw; 
Chains and load binders; Forney welder; Splitting malls; Gas pressure washer;
TERMS:  Cash or Check w/ driver’s license I.D., 3% Convenience fee for 
VISA, Master Card or American Express.  Electronic clerking system used. 
Announcements made the day of auction take precedence over all prior 
advertising.  Not responsible for accidents or items after sold.

Lawn Care Services Inc. - Rochelle IL
 Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co., Rochelle IL 61068

815-562-5113

AUCTIONEERS:
JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL

(815) 739-9150
IL Lic. #440000243

JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL
(815) 739-1030

IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com
(815) 562-5113 

Director
Ogle County is seeking a Director 
for the Solid Waste Management 
Department.  
Position is responsible for ad-
ministration of all functions of 
the Department including fiscal 
management, its enforcement & 
inspection program, recycling & 
waste reduction initiatives, edu-
cational efforts, grant programs, 
and implementation of its Solid 
Waste Management Plan. 

For job description & require-
ments visit www.oglecounty.org 

To apply, send resume and cover 
letter by 9 a.m. April 8, 2022 to: 

Ogle County Clerk,
SWM Director Application
105 S. 5th St., Suite 104

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-1111

Or email to ocbc@oglecounty.org
03142022

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has a 
need to lease 4,566 Rentable Square Feet, 
yielding approximately a minimum of 3,805 
Usable Square Feet to 3,995 maximum of 
Usable Square Feet of office space in Lee 
County, Amboy, IL. Find more information 
by searching for Solicitation No. 57-17103-
21-FA on www.SAM.gov. You may also 
contact USDA’s Realty Specialist, Andrea 
Strauss, at Andrea.strauss@usda.gov or 
(202) 619-8510.

RNLSPEC

517 517 
WANTED TO RENT WANTED TO RENT 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )NO.
OF THE )2022
ESTATE )PR 9
OF )     
JENNIE L. )
BOHANNON, ) 
Deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of 
the death of JENNIE 
L. BOHANNON, of 
Rochelle, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on February 18, 
2022, to VIRGINIA L. 
BOHANNON, whose 
address is 112 S. 10th 
Street, Rochelle, IL 

61068, and whose 
attorneys are Fearer, 
Nye & Chadwick, 420 
4th Avenue, PO Box 
117, Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than September 
2, 2022, and any 
claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE 
& CHADWICK, 
Attorneys for VIRGINIA 
L. BOHANNON, 
Independent 
Administrator of the 
Estate of JENNIE 

L. BOHANNON, 
deceased
No. 0302 (Mar. 2, 9, 16)

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS will be 
received by the City of 
Rochelle, Illinois until 
11:00 a.m., April 4, 
2022, for the City
of Rochelle’s 2022 
Sidewalk Capital 
I m p r o v e m e n t s 
Program, which will 
consist of the removal 
and
replacement of 
approximately 26,500 
square feet of sidewalk, 
675 square feet of 
accessibility ramps, 
1,550
linear feet of 
combination concrete 
curb and gutter as well 
as other associated 
work located at various
locations throughout 
the City of Rochelle.
Specifications and/or 
plans may be obtained 
at the Office of the City 
Engineer, Engineering 
Department,
located at 333 Lincoln 
Highway, Rochelle, 
Illinois. The office is 
open Monday through 
Thursday 8:30 am to
3:30 pm or other times 
by appointment by 
emailing stesreau@
rochelleil.us or 
mknight@rochelleil.us. 
March
22, 2022 to March 
24, 2022 will be by 
appointment only. 
Bidders will be required 
to sign for the
specifications and/or 
plans before they are 
released. There is no 
cost for specifications 
and/or plans picked up
at the Engineering 
Office. A fee of $100.00 

will be required for any 
specifications and/or 
plans that are
mailed to prospective 
Bidders. Bids will be 
mailed USPS First 
Class mail only. All bids 
are to be returned to
the Office of the City 
Clerk, 420 N. 6th Street, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
THE CITY OF 
ROCHELLE PREFERS 
THE SEALED BID BE 
HAND DELIVERED TO 
THE OFFICE
OF THE CITY 
CLERK, CITY HALL, 
420 NORTH SIXTH 
STREET, ROCHELLE, 
ILLINOIS BEFORE
11:00 A.M., April 4, 
2022; HOWEVER, 
BIDS MAY ALSO BE 
MAILED. ANY BID 
RECEIVED AFTER
11:00 A.M., April 4, 2022, 
WILL BE RETURNED, 
UNOPENED.
ALL completed bids 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at a bid 
opening at 11:00 a.m.,
April 4, 2022, in the 
Council Chambers at 
City Hall in Rochelle, 
Illinois.
ANY OBJECTIONS, 
QUESTIONS OR 
COMMENTS on the 
City’s specifications 
shall be submitted in
writing on or before 1 
p.m. March 30, 2022. If 
deemed necessary by 
the City, an addendum 
will be
distributed to all 
prospective bidders by 
facsimile transmission 
at least two (2) business 
days prior to the bid
opening date. The 
decisions of the City 
shall be final.
THE CITY OF 
ROCHELLE is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
All Contracts for 
Construction of Public
Works are subject to the 
Illinois Prevailing Wage 
Act (820 ILCS 130/1-
12).
A CONTRACT may be 
awarded to the lowest 

responsible bidder 
whose bid is found to be 
in the best interest
of the City of Rochelle. 
The City of Rochelle 
reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids 
and to waive any
informalities or 
irregularities in the 
bidding. The City further 
reserves the right to 
review and study any 
and
all bids and to make a 
contract award within 
forty-five (45) days after 
the bids have been 
opened.
A Hold Harmless 
Agreement and a Non-
Collusion Affidavit of 
Compliance must be 
submitted with the bid.
The City of Rochelle 
does not discriminate 
on the basis of 
handicapped status 
in the admission or 
access to,
or treatment or 
employment in, its 
programs or activities.
Each BID must be 
accompanied by a BID 
BOND payable to the 
CITY OF ROCHELLE in 
the amount of
Seven Thousand 
Five Hundred Dollars 
($7,500.00). The City 
of Rochelle will decide 
within 45 days if it
intends to proceed with 
the project and award 
the contract. Written 
Notice of Award and 
instructions for the
execution of the 
Agreement will be 
issued to the Selected 
Bidder. The BID BOND 
of all BIDDERS will be
retained until the 
agreement has 
been executed and 
approved, after which 
all BID BONDS will be 
returned.
A certified cashier’s 
check may be used in 
lieu of a BID BOND.
A Performance Surety 
will be required as 
specified in the contract 
documents and 

specifications.
No. 0312 (Mar. 13, 16)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

MOVING SALE March 
17-18, 9-5PM and 
March 19, 9-12PM. 
Furniture, Lawn Mower, 
Tools, Kitchen items & 
Misc. 11196 E. Lincoln 
Lane, Rochelle  (3-16-
22)

Electric Train New 
Haven powered Twin 
“A” alcos engine units 
0-27 gauge. Also, New 
Haven Caboose, Never 
Used, still in boxes. 
“K-Line” Call (815) 562-
2582, Leave Message. 
(3-16-22)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

FOUND Black & White 
Female Cat. Has been 
well cared for. Front 
nails have been cut 
short. Loves attention 
and likes to sit on your 
lap. Has been around 
here for two months 
and is in my garage 
to keep her safe from 
the elements and 
predators. Somewhat 
fearful of strangers. 
This was someone’s 
cat. Owner please call 
(815) 539-6318 (3-23-
22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE
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SPORTS
IWCOA: Three Hubs medal at fresh-soph state meet

Freshman Joseph Nadig finished second in the 113-pound bracket at the IWCOA Fresh-Soph State Championship meet over the weekend. 
Nadig was one of three Rochelle wrestlers to medal in the state tournament, which was held at the Bank of Springfield Center.

From page 14

Morris successfully 
rode Haas out for most of 
the third period, conced-
ing an escape with only 
19 seconds left but hold-
ing the Stockton wrestler 
off to win the title by 3-2 
decision.

“It’s definitely a con-
fidence booster for me 
as I work toward next 
season,” Morris said. “I 
thought my conditioning 
improved throughout the 
season and I really started 
to believe in myself. I owe 
a lot of that to my coaches 
because they push me and 
they believe in me.”

Morris was one of 
three Rochelle wrestlers 
who medaled in the state 
tournament at the Bank of 
Springfield Center. Fresh-
man Joseph Nadig took 
second in the 113-pound 
bracket, scoring four 
straight victories in the 
championship bracket 
before coming just short 
in a 3-0 loss against Elk 
Grove Village’s Grant 
Madl. Nadig opened the 
tournament with three 

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

(COURTESY PHOTO)

consecutive falls over 
Quincy’s Evan Wakefield, 
Stevenson’s Yash Jagtap 
and Lincoln-Way East’s 

Zach Miller.
Sophomore Tommy 

Tourdot finished seventh 
in the 101-pound bracket, 

winning five total match-
es including a fall over 
Downers Grove North’s 
Tyler Tiangco in the sev-

enth-place bout.  Tourdot 
also scored falls over Oak 
Forest’s Dylan Baker, 
Brother Rice’s Danny 

Tait and McHenry’s Ryan 
Hanson as well as a 3-2 
decision over Stevenson’s 
Andrew Chamkin. 

RTHS Girls Soccer

Lady Hubs looking to build on two-win season
Several upperclassmen returning including senior captains Milan, Ost

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Head 
coach Brad Male felt 
that the Rochelle Lady 
Hub varsity soccer team 
turned a corner near the 
end of the shortened 
summer season this past 
year. Male will look for 
the Lady Hubs to con-
tinue building on their 
late-season success as the 
2022 opener approaches.

Rochel le  f in ished 
2-11-1 overall and 1-7 
in the Interstate 8 Confer-
ence last season, scoring 
victories over Plano and 
Oregon while drawing 
Stillman Valley. The 
Lady Hubs will kick off 
the 2022 season with 
a nonconference road 
match against Harlem on 

Thursday at 6 p.m. 
“We have several re-

turning players who were 
starters last season and 
it’s nice to have those girls 
back,” Male said. “We 
have some young players 
who are really talented 
and I’m really looking 
forward to the start of 
this season. I thought we 
started coming together 
toward the end of last 
season and our passing re-
ally improved. We want to 
keep that going this year.”

Rochelle will field 
plenty of experience on 
the back line. The Lady 
Hubs will return seniors 
Michelle Ocampo, Lucy 
Monroy and captain Liz-
beth Milan, who earned 
Interstate 8 First Team 
honors this past season. 
Sophomore Dani Ward 

also returns for her second 
year as goalkeeper. Ro-
chelle will have several 
players returning in the 
midfield including ju-
niors Jasmin Hernandez, 
Kailey Harris and senior 
captain Madison Ost. 
Sophomore Kara Marti-
nez returns at forward. 

“I’m looking for Liz-
beth to be a leader for 
us this year,” Male said. 
“I want our seniors to 
step up and become 
leaders for our younger 
girls. Madison has filled 
the captain’s role very 
nicely and she’s been 
really helpful in keeping 
the team together. Kara 
played an integral role for 
us at the forward position 
and I’m looking forward 
to seeing big things from 
her this season.”

Senior Michelle Ocampo will return on defense for the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
soccer team this season. The Lady Hubs open their season at Harlem on Thursday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 13WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2022

The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle
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Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am

Call us for a ride: 815-562-5050
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Troy

Komadina

Year: Freshman

Sport: Tennis

William

Miller

Year: Freshman

Sport: Tennis

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my first year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: It doesn’t involve as much 

running as other major sports.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: Math because it’s the subject  
I have the easiest time with.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: To be a meterologist because 
it would be great to know what the 
weather will be like ahead of time 
and I could make sure the data is 

correct.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I feel included when I play.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my first year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Using my racket.

Q: What is your favorite 
school subject and why?

A: English because it’s 
in my blood.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: To be an astronomer or a 
physicist because I think both 

would be interesting.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Norway because it’s where my 

heritage comes from.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Feeling like I’m a part 
of Rochelle and playing my role.
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SPORTS SOCCER SEASON BEGINS 
 
The Rochelle Lady Hub soccer team will 
kick off with its first match Thursday. 
 
See page 12 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

Morris wins state title
Three Rochelle athletes medal at IWCOA Fresh-Soph State Championship

Rochelle freshman Kaiden Morris finished first in the 220-pound bracket at the IWCOA Fresh-Soph State 
Championship meet this past weekend. Morris recorded five consecutive victories to bring home the title.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Illinois Kids Wrestling Federation

Junior Hubs battle at IKWF State Championship
Rochelle-area wrestlers Villalobos, Nadig, Voight earn medalist honors

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCKFORD — Six 
Rochelle-area wrestlers 
battled in the 50th IKWF 
State Championship tour-
nament at the BMO Harris 

Bank Center in Rockford 
on Friday and Saturday. 
Three athletes brought 
home medals including 
Roman Villalobos, Bren-
den Voight and Benjamin 
Nadig.

Villalobos took third in 

the 164 Senior Division 
bracket with a 4-1 record. 
Villalobos received a first-
round bye before scoring 
back-to-back, sub-minute 
falls over Rockton’s Har-
rison Kinney and Mur-
physboro’s Jack English. 

After a 9-2 loss against 
Marengo’s Connor Sacco, 
Villalobos rallied for falls 
over Winslow’s Duncan 
Nevel and O’Fallon’s 
Triston Manrique for third 
place. 

Nadig placed fifth in 

the 93 Novice Division 
bracket with a 4-2 record. 
After a first-round bye, 
Nadig won by fall over 
Lombard’s Cole Forsyth 
before conceding a 3-2 
loss to Manhattan’s Aiden 
Arnett. Nadig recovered in 

the consolation bracket, 
scoring a 10-0 major de-
cision over Algonquin’s 
Logan Woodbury and a 
10-2 major decision over 
Palatine’s John Hanrahan. 

See IKWF page 9

Roman Villalobos took third in the 164 Senior Division bracket at the IKWF State Championship meet in Rockford this past weekend. Villalobos was one of three 
Rochelle-area wrestlers who earned medalist honors and one of six Rochelle-area wrestlers who participated in the state tournament at the BMO Harris Bank Center.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SPRINGFIELD — 
Rochelle freshman Kaiden 
Morris was eager to make 
a statement during the 
IWCOA Fresh-Soph State 
Championship meet at the 
Bank of Springfield Center 
this weekend.

After falling one victory 
short of reaching the IHSA 
State Championship meet 
earlier this year, Morris 
set his sights on winning 
the IWCOA Fresh-Soph 
State Championship title. 
The talented 220-pounder 
cruised through the first 
two tournaments, earning 
regional and sectional 
titles without dropping a 
single bout. Morris contin-
ued to show dominance at 
the state meet, winning all 
five matches in the cham-
pionship bracket to bring 
home the 220-pound title. 

“I really wanted to 
make it to the IHSA state 
tournament, but I was re-
ally excited when I found 
out I’d have a chance to 
compete for the fresh-
soph state tournament,” 
Morris said. “I thought 
it’d be a great chance 
for me to compete and I 

had a fun weekend. I’m 
planning to continue on 
with some freestyle and 
Greco-Roman wrestling 
during the offseason, so 
I thought this was a good 
building block for me. I’m 
hoping to wrestle a few 
more tournaments this 
offseason.”

Morris, who went 40-8 
during the high school 
season, began his state title 
run with three consecutive 
falls over Lincoln-Way 
West’s Mick Kavooras, 
Mt. Zion’s Remington 
Hiser and Carmel Catho-
lic’s Patrick Lucansky. 
Morris faced his first chal-
lenge of the tournament 
in the semifinal round, 
where the standout fresh-
man broke a 1-1 tie with 
a takedown in the final 40 
seconds of the third period 
to edge Plainfield North’s 
Leonardo Tovar by 3-2 
decision.

Facing off against 
Stockton’s Michael Haas 
in the final round Sunday 
afternoon, Morris took 
the early lead with a first-
period takedown before a 
quick escape in the second 
period put him ahead 3-1. 

See IWCOA page 12

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021 90 Days Same as Cash Tue-Fri 9am-4:00 • Sat 9am-1pm • Closed Sun & Mon

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 02
13

20
18HUB CITY FURNITURE

No Blarney!
Just great furniture  
and great prices at...


