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MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
long-awaited mystery 
company that is filling 
the former Nippon Sharyo 
buildings at 1600 Ritchie 
Court in Rochelle is Zekel-
man Industries, the largest 
steel pipe and tube manu-
facturer in North America, 
a City of Rochelle press 
release said Friday.

Operations will com-
mence in Rochelle this 
fall and the development is 
expected to create between 
100 and 150 jobs locally, 
the release said. The city 
expects the project to foster 
further industrial and com-
mercial development in the 
community.

“The City of Rochelle 
is pleased to welcome 
Zekelman Industries to 
our community,” Rochelle 
Mayor John Bearrows said 
in the press release. “The 
city was only able to attract 
this type of development 
because of our ongoing 
investment in our utility 
infrastructure.”  

In the past, Zekelman 
Industries has been said 
to be making a capital 
investment of over $130 
million in the facility and 

Project Jackpot revealed
Zekelman Industries to fill former Nippon Sharyo buildings

its jobs will pay an average 
of $52,000 per year before 
benefits.

The Lee-Ogle Enter-
prise zone was amended by 
the Rochelle City Council 
and other area members to 
attract Zekelman Industries 
by adding 10 years of 50 
percent abatement, creating 
a category for companies 
that make an investment 
of $100 million or more 
plus adding at least 125 
new jobs and a pay rate 
of $50,000 or more before 
benefits and maintaining 95 

percent employees. There 
are a total of 12 years of 
abatement for Zekelman 
Industries’ west building. 
The east building won’t 
be abated at all. The city 
also reached a development 
agreement with Zekelman 
Industries. 

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh has said previ-
ously that the city has 
invested a “significant” 
amount in attracting Ze-
kelman Industries in terms 
of incentive dollars and 
staff hours. Infrastructure 

like the current substation 
project going on next to the 
Zekelman Industries site 
has also been put into place. 

“This announcement 
was made possible through 
the efforts of the mayor, city 
council, and city staff over 
almost two years,” Fiegen-
schuh said in the Friday 
press release. “This project 
demonstrates that Rochelle 
is an economic engine for 
the region and that our 
community is an attractive 
location for families.”

City officials signed 

non-disclosure agreements 
about Zekelman Industries 
and were previously unable 
to reveal the identity of 
the company. It has been 
referred to as “Project 
Jackpot” by city staff and 
around the community.

Zekelman Industries is 
currently completing the 
redevelopment of the two 
buildings on its site, the 
press release said. When 
complete, the facility will 
be “state-of-the-art” in pipe 
and tube-making technol-
ogy.

The long-awaited mystery company that is filling the former Nippon Sharyo buildings at 1600 Ritchie Court 
in Rochelle is Zekelman Industries, the largest steel pipe and tube manufacturer in North America, a City of 
Rochelle press release said Friday.
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Sev-
en C’s Mission began in 
2013 when a member of 
Crossroads Community 
Church was getting rid of 
some belongings. 

“A lady came and said 
she’d take it all,” Amanda 
Barnes, a volunteer at 
Seven C’s Mission said. 
“A friend of mine was the 
one giving things away. 
Through conversation she 
learned that the lady had 
nothing and she prayed 
about it for a while. That 
all stirred her heart and 
she pitched it to me and 
it just went from there. 
It was just being touched 
by people and their needs. 
You go through your day, 
you don’t really notice that 
people are hurting and in 
need.”

Seven C’s started out 
at Crossroads and moved 
to 1135 Lincoln Hwy. in 
town four years ago. The 
mission is an outreach 
ministry of Living Water 
Community Church lo-
cated at 405 N. Main St. It 
hosts monthly giveaways 

Seven C’s Mission helping those in need
Local outreach ministry located at 1135 Lincoln Highway

Seven C’s started out at Crossroads and moved to 1135 Lincoln Hwy. in town four years ago. The mission is an 
outreach ministry of Living Water Community Church located at 405 N. Main St.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

on the second Saturday of 
each month from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. where it helps 
meet the needs of people 
by offering donated new 
and gently used clothing, 
hygiene items and other 
small housewares, as well 
as providing lunch free of 
charge. 

Beginning April 21, 

Seven C’s will begin host-
ing a second giveaway on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month from 4-7 p.m. Give-
aways are currently by ap-
pointment only. However, 
beginning May 14 it will 
begin serving the com-
munity on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. 

Some volunteers at Sev-

en C’s serve as personal 
shoppers who walk each 
person or family through 
the mission and get to know 
them through conversation 
while they pick out clothes 
or other donated items.  
The mission also takes 
appointments throughout 
the month to assist people 
in crisis. 

“Every month we seem 
to have one or two more 
people come in that need 
help,” Barnes said. “We just 
want to let the community 
know we’re here. It’s rough 
out there and we know a lot 
of people are hurting and 
we just want to help.”

See MISSION page 8
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

R O C H E L L E 
— During Rochelle 
Mayor John Bearrows’ 
bimonthly update on 
Thursday he was joined 
by City Manager Jeff 
Fiegenschuh and State 
Rep. Tom Demmer on 
Facebook live for dis-
cussion that involved 
utility issues and federal 
COVID-19 fund use. 

During last week’s 
city council meeting, a 
net metering policy was 
passed for residents and 
small commercial busi-
ness customers of Ro-
chelle Municipal Utilities 
that want to install solar 

panels in the future. RMU 
will be giving a credit 
back to customers that 
generate more power than 
they need that gets put 
back onto RMU’s grid. 
New energy legislation 
passed by the state last 
year required cities with 
public utilities to pass net 
metering and intercon-
nection policies. 

RMU customers that 
generate solar power that 
goes back onto RMU’s 
grid won’t receive a full 
“one-to-one” credit due 
to the city needing to pay 
expenses of maintaining 
its power grid.

“We’re essentially 
giving them a credit for 
our wholesale power 

Local leaders join for bimonthly city update
Bearrows, Fiegenschuh, Demmer discuss utilities, COVID-19 fund use

cost,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“We’re not giving them a 
larger credit because we 
still have a distribution 
system to run. If they’re 
not producing power 100 
percent of the time, then 
they’re using power off of 
our distribution lines and 
we have to pay our line-
men. We have to maintain 
our system.”

Last year’s energy bill 
legislative process saw 
impacts on the area when 
the fates of the Prairie 
State Energy Campus, 
which the City of Ro-
chelle is a part owner of, 
and the Byron Nuclear 
Plant were on the table. 
An eventual bill kept 
Prairie State open until 
at least 2038 and Byron 
was kept open after a 
September 2021 closure 
was possible. 

“Energy policy has 
been at the forefront on 
the state level quite a bit 
over the past couple of 
years,” Demmer said. 
“And now there are some 
local decisions being 
made on zoning and 
siting for solar farms. 
We’ve been dealing with 
wind farms for years, but 
there’s upgrades happen-
ing on those now. The 
energy world shows just 
how interconnected a lot 
of these decisions are.”

Bearrows and Fiegen-
schuh both stressed that 
they’re in favor of renew-
able energy during the 
bi-monthly update and 
discussed the importance 
of moving towards it in a 
thought-out fashion. 

“It’s very complex and 
it may be the wave of the 
future, but what scares me 
is the more we talk about 
electricity and try to gear 

more towards solar and 
wind and electric cars 
are coming online more,” 
Bearrows said. “It’s just a 
lot of change. It’s not that 
we’re against it. We’re 
not opposed to making 
these changes, but we 
have to have time to work 
into the changes. You 
can’t just flip the switch 
overnight.”

Fiegenschuh said he 
believes more electric 
cars in the future will put a 
greater burden on electric 
distribution systems like 
RMU’s. That will call 
for upsizing transformers 
and line sizes. 

COVID-19 
funds

When asked about the 
state’s biggest challenges 
in the future, Demmer 
discussed how the state, 
counties and cities will 
spend federal COVID-19 
relief dollars. He called 

it an “unprecedented” 
amount of money and 
said there have been a lot 
of different ideas on what 
to do with it. 

The funds are subject 
to some restrictions by 
the federal government 
on what they can be used 
or. Local governments 
will have to find the 
most responsible ways to 
spend the money. Dem-
mer said he’s been trying 
to get more transparency 
on how the money is 
spent to prevent unethical 
actions. 

“Those are important 
decisions,” Demmer said. 
“First, every decision 
about how we spend tax-
payer dollars is important 
and we should pay close 
attention to how we allo-
cate those dollars. These 
are one-time funds and 
they’re really significant. 
It’s a meaningful amount 
of money. That will be a 
challenge over the next 

year.”
Fiegenschuh agreed 

with Demmer about the 
money amount being 
unprecedented. The City 
of Rochelle received $1.2 
million in federal dollars 
and the city council has 
approved what to spend 
it on.

“We’re going to use 
them on what was named 
in the act: water, infra-
structure, storm sewer 
improvements and we’re 
actually talking to Habitat 
for Humanity about do-
ing some kind of project 
where we provide some 
assistance to low-income 
residents to do energy 
efficiency upgrades to 
their homes and we’re 
working with landlords 
on those in apartments,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “I ap-
plaud what we’re doing 
with the dollars. We’re 
going to send a brochure 
out so people can see what 
we’re spending it on.”

During Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows’ bimonthly update on Thursday he was 
joined by City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh and State Rep. Tom Demmer live for 
discussion that involved utility issues and federal COVID-19 fund use. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

St. Paul Lutheran SchoolSt. Paul Lutheran School

2022 Curriculum Fair

Thursday, March 31st, 6p-7:30p

St. Paul Lutheran School
1415 10th Ave, Rochelle, IL

815-562-6323
www.stpaulrochelleil.org

Come and check out St. Paul Lutheran School!

Please Join Us For

Meet the 
Teachers!

Thursday, March 17th, 6p-7:30p

Band & Choir 
Performances

Please Join Us For Our

Classroom Projects

03092022

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
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Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

One Stop Financial, Inc.
Income Tax Service

Larry and Teresa Anderson

808 Main Street, PO Box 224, Ashton, I L 61006
1500 W. Lincoln Hwy., Suite 5A, Rochelle, IL 61068

Income Tax Service
Call or text Teresa at 815-440-2678 

 OR Ashton at 815-453-2678 01052022

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike will resign on March 
14 after three years leading 
the agency and two years 
navigating a deadly pan-
demic that has claimed the 
lives of more than 32,000 
Illinoisans. 

Ezike, who was ap-
pointed IDPH director in 
2019, became a widely 
recognized public figure in 
the state as the COVID-19 
pandemic upended daily 
life across the globe.

“There is something 
particularly heroic about 
the service of an extraordi-
nary individual who did not 
seek greatness, but found it 
anyway,” Gov. JB Pritzker 
said, proclaiming March 1 
“Dr. Ngozi Ezike Day” in 
Illinois.

When she got the call 
from Pritzker in January 
2019, she said she wrote in 
her journal, “I’m so excited 
to grow and be stretched to 
new limits.”

“I didn’t exactly know 
the full impact of that,” 
she said through a laugh 
Tuesday after reading the 
passage.

Beginning with daily 
updates in March 2020, 
Ezike appeared at more 
than 160 COVID-19-re-
lated news conferences 
alongside the governor, 
putting a public face on the 
medical side of the state’s 
executive branch-driven 
pandemic response.

“IDPH consists of a 

team of unsung heroes, that 
by nature and definition 
works behind the scenes, 
who’s committed to public 
health. And that commit-
ment gave me strength 
every day,” she said.

Pritzker said the de-
partment will be led in the 
interim by Dr. Amaal To-
kars, an IDPH top deputy 
who has at times appeared 
next to the governor at his 
news conferences as well.

Ezike, a mother of four, 
thanked her family for “tol-
erating the absences” over 
the past two years.

“You have stood by and 
you have supported me and 
you’ve not complained and 
you have made dinners and 
you’ve done all the pickups 
and the drop-offs,” Ezike 
said. “But now it’s time 
for me to make you my 
priority. And give back a 
portion of the attention and 
the encouragement and the 
support that you lavished 
on me.”

An emotional Ezike 
thanked the governor and 
the people of Illinois for 
giving her strength in a 
difficult time.

“I acknowledge and 
mourn with the families 
of all the lives lost not 
just to COVID, but to gun 
violence, to suicide, to 
drug overdose, to racism, 
to cancer, and all the other 
diseases and ills that public 
health officials and all of 
our partners work tirelessly 
to curb,” she said.

Ezike also said that 
while the statewide indoor 
mask mandate was lifted as 
of Monday, it’s important 

to be respectful of Illinois-
ans who still choose to wear 
face coverings for medical 
or other reasons.

“We have embarked 
on a new chapter in our 
COVID journey, and I just 
want to highlight that as the 
mask requirement has been 
lifted it does not mean that 
it’s not recommended,” 
she said. “And as we think 
about our individual situ-
ations…It may absolutely 
be the case that you are an 
individual either because 
of your own self-assess-
ment… or because of those 
that you live with, that 
you will continue to wear 
a mask.”

Ezike said declining 
COVID-19 transmission 
rates and hospitalizations, 
as well as increasing vac-
cination rates, are leading 
to a lull in the pandemic 
that created a window for 
her to step down. 

“I’m hoping that with 
all the vaccinations and 
the therapeutics that are 
available that we will have, 
you know, a quiet spring. 
Spring and summer have 
typically been stable times. 
So this is my chance,” she 
said. 

She said IDPH will 
continue to monitor for 
future surges and adapt 
accordingly.

Pritzker also warned 
that despite the mandate 
being lifted, “COVID has 
not been eradicated.”

Tuesday marked two 
years to the day that Illi-
nois’ third and fourth con-
firmed COVID-19 cases 
were reported, Pritzker 

IDPH Director Ezike stepping down March 14
Gov. Pritzker declares March 1 ‘Dr. Ngozi Ezike Day’ in the state

Illinois Department of Public Health Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike appears with Gov. JB 
Pritzker in his office in Springfield in March 2020. She announced Tuesday she is 
stepping down as IDPH director after three years.

(CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS PHOTO)

said. Since that time, Ezike 
has dedicated long nights to 
overseeing the state’s pan-
demic response, he added.

“With all her being, she 
has dedicated each day 
– and I mean every day 
– to the agency’s mission 
to protect the health and 
wellness of the people of 
Illinois,” he said. “For 
much of the last two years, 
she’s dedicated every night 
too, even with this unprece-
dented internal workload.”

The governor credited 
the outgoing public health 
director for “providing not 
only the latest expertise and 
data, but also her empathy 
and her compassion.” 

Ezike has been “a bea-
con of stability for millions 
during a time of tremen-
dous uncertainty,” he said, 
crediting her for giving 
updates in English and 

Spanish.
“This pandemic is a col-

lective trauma that has, for 
many, numbed their ability 
to comprehend death on a 
massive scale,” Pritzker 
said. “Not Dr. Ezike. No 
number of sleepless nights 
and endless days could 
wear her down in her com-
mitment to think first and 
foremost of Illinois’ most 
vulnerable.”

In announcing Ezike’s 
plan to leave the depart-
ment, Pritzker called it a 
“change that I’m loathe to 
accept.”

“But perhaps she can 
finally get a good night’s 
sleep and precious time 
with her husband and 
her four kids,” he said. “I 
have utmost faith that Dr. 
Ezike’s next journey will 
also bring more good to 
the world, as has been the 

hallmark of every step of 
her career.”

Illinois Senate President 
Don Harmon also praised 
the outgoing director.

“Throughout this pan-
demic, Dr. Ezike has been 
a calming, compassionate 
voice offering reassurance 
and information to the 
people of Illinois in at least 
two languages,” he said. “I 
want to thank her for her 
commitment to the public 
health of this great state and 
wish her the very best in her 
next endeavors.”

Capitol News Illinois is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering 
state government and dis-
tributed to more than 400 
newspapers statewide. It 
is funded primarily by the 
Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle Kiwanis Golden K recently presented a check to Ms. Nancy Reed of 
Pegasus Special Riders to help cover costs of storm damage to horse stables. 

Pictured are Kiwanis Golden K Member Dennis Swinton, Reed and Kiwanis 
Golden K Treasurer Bill Paulin. 

Golden K donates to Pegasus Special Riders

ROCHELLE – The 
Rochelle Municipal Utili-
ties Customer Service Of-
fice will be closed Tues-
day, March 22 through 
Friday, March 25 as 
RMU begins a software 
conversion. The office 
will re-open on Monday, 
March 28 at 8:30 a.m.

During the closure, 
outages may be reported 
through our regular phone 
number 815-562-4155, 

where calls will be rout-
ed to our after-hours call 
center. Payments may be 
made online or dropped 
in one of two drop boxes 
located on the building. 
Payments will continue 
to be processed daily. 
Phone payments may be 
made by calling RMU’s 
processor directly at 877-
885-7968.

While the custom-
er service office lobby 

is closed, Community 
Development and Engi-
neering Departments are 
in the office and available 
by phone. For community 
development, please call 
815-562-8717 and for 
engineering please call 
815-561-2023 or 815-
561-2025.

If you have any ques-
tions, please contact 
RMU customer service 
at 815-562-4155.

RMU Customer Service 
office closed March 22-25
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ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE — Roy 
Francis Cardott, 83, passed 
away Sunday, March 6 at 
Pinecrest Terrace in Mt. 
Morris. Roy was born on 
Jan. 16, 1939 to Edward 
and Irene (Austin) Cardott 
in Rochelle. On June 23, 
1961, he married Eddie 
Mae Russell in Kings. 
He retired from Sawicki 
Motor Company in 2000 
after 36 years of service.

He is preceded in death 
by his wife, Eddie Mae on 
Nov. 17, 2014; brother, 
Ron Cardott and two sis-
ters: Roxie Hill and Rosey 
Nordick.

Roy is survived by 
his three daughters: Iona 
(Jim) Case of Rochelle, 
Ramona (Steve) Kraft and 
Renee (Burt) Lederer both 

of Dixon; four brothers: 
Rick Cardott of Cordova, 
Illinois, Ralph (Barb) Car-
dott of Mt. Morris, Randy 
Cardott of Cordova and 
Rusty (Shirley) Cardott 
of Alberta, Canada; seven 
grandchildren: Denise 
(Pete) Johnson, Jacki 
(Jake) Nauman, Aryn ( Liz 
Pardo) Case, Zach (Hope) 
Kraft, Erica (Cody) Boyle, 
Tyler (Courtney) Thom-
as and Ashley (Travis 
Cox) Thomas; eight great 
grandchildren: Andrew 
Johnson, Isabella Nau-
man, Beau Kraft, Auggie 
and Evy Boyle and Nolan, 
Grant and Indie Thomas.

The visitation will be 
from 10-11 a.m., Thurs-
day, March 10 at the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 

Home, 400 N. 6th St., 
Rochelle.  The funeral 
service will follow at 
11 a.m. Thursday with 
Chaplain Judy Williams 
officiating. Burial is at 
Trinity Memory Gardens 
in Rochelle. Memorials 
may be made in Roy’s 
memory to Serenity Hos-
pice and Home. 

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online 
guestbook.

LINDENWOOD — 
Mary Jane Owens, 78 
of Lindenwood, passed 
peacefully Friday morn-
ing, March 4. She was 
born July 17, 1943, in Chi-
cago to Thomas and Mary 
O’Malley. The family 
moved to Rochelle in the 
winter of that same year. 

She graduated from 
Mt. St. Clare Acade-
my and College. She 
attended Illinois State 
University, earning a BA 
degree in education and 
loved teaching primary 
grades. She met her true 
love, Barney Owens, at 
The Beacon in Rochelle 
and they married within 
the year. They created a 
beautiful life together, 
and “Barn” lovingly and 
faithfully took care of his 
“Jane Darlin” through her 
battle with scleroderma 
until the very end.

Mary Jane was a strong, 
independent woman of 
faith. She loved and longed 
for the beach and always 
marveled at God’s glo-
rious sunsets. She never 
met a stranger, and within 
minutes could be chatting 
with anyone, making a 
connection and a friend 
for life. Once a friend, you 
soon discovered her Irish 
wit, and no topic was off 
the table.

Her proudest accom-
plishments were her three 
children. She rarely missed 
anything in which her chil-
dren and grandchildren 
were involved, whether 
it be a sporting, musical, 

church or community pro-
gram. She was tech savvy 
enough to stream an event 
she had to miss, and she 
loved texting to keep in 
touch with anyone who 
could keep up—the more 
emojis, the better! If she 
wasn’t texting, you could 
count on a card in the mail 
for any little thing, and it 
most likely had a $2 bill, 
or a few singles tucked 
inside for “a little treat.” 

She was one of the in-
tegral parts of holding the 
“O’Malley Clan” together 
and was the “constant” 
for so many people in 
her life, both young and 
old. She lived her Cath-
olic faith by example, 
encouraged all and was 
proud of any progression 
a person was making. 
The best lesson she left 
us was to ALWAYS look 
for the blessings in ANY 
situation.

Mary Jane was preced-
ed in death by many spe-
cial relatives and friends. 
She is survived by her 
husband, Barney, and her 
children: Chip (Megan) 
Owens of Quincy, Kelly 
Keppen of Woodstock and 
Marguerite (André) Brass 
of Byron. She leaves be-
hind eight grandchildren 
who adored her:  Delaney 
and Chloe Keppen of 
Woodstock, Nolan, Nick, 
Madeleine and Nate Brass 
of Byron, Marissa (Dan) 
Boebel of Leaf River and 
Mallory (Zac) Sanders of 
Virginia Beach, Virgin-
ia, along with two great 

granddaughters, Gene-
vieve Boebel and Riley 
Sanders. She will be ter-
ribly missed by her three 
siblings, Pat (Jim) Hanley 
of Rochelle, Tom (René) 
O’Malley of Sherman 
Oaks, California, and Neil 
(the late Billie) O’Malley 
of Belvidere along with 
many nieces, nephews, 
and close friends. 

Visitation will be on 
Thursday, March 10, from 
4-7 p.m.at the Unger 
Horner Funeral Home, 
400 N. 6th St., Rochelle. 
The funeral mass will 
be held the following 
morning at 10:30 a.m. on 
Friday, March 11 at St. 
Patrick Catholic Church 
in Rochelle with Father 
Richard Rosinski and 
Father Jesus Dominguez 
officiating. Burial will 
follow at St. Patrick Cem-
etery. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to 
the Scleroderma Founda-
tion of Greater Chicago for 
Research or the Poor Clare 
Nuns of Rockford, both 
C/O Unger Horner Funer-
al Home, PO Box 87, Ro-
chelle, IL 61068.  Guest 
book at www.UngerHorn-
er.com.

Obituaries

Roy Francis Cardott Mary Jane Owens

OREGON — On Feb. 
27 at 4:18 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 2,700 block of North 
David Court in Oregon. Af-
ter a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Charles 
Peterson, 42, of Pecatonica 
for driving while license 
suspended. Peterson was 
taken into custody without 
incident and released on a 
$2,500 or 10 percent indi-
vidual bond with a return 
court date. Peterson was 
also issued citations for 
no front registration and 
expired registration. 

On Feb. 27 at approxi-
mately 8:37 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in 
the 500 block of North 
Illinois Route 251 for 
speeding. Upon further 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Jason Mireles, 41, 
of Rochelle for possession 
of a controlled substance 
(crack cocaine). Addition-
ally, Ryan Fenton, 31, of 
Oregon, was arrested for 
an Ogle County warrant 
for possession of a stolen 
vehicle. Both individuals 
were transported the Ogle 
County Jail in lieu of bond. 

On Feb. 27 at 11:30 p.m. 

deputies arrested Jacob 
Saenz, 18, of Rockford 
for driving with no valid 
driver’s license. Deputies 
arrested Saenz on Illinois 
Route 251 near Scott Road 
after he was stopped for 
speeding. Saenz was re-
leased on a I-bond and will 
appear in Ogle County court 
at a later date. 

On March 1 at approxi-
mately 12:05 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 northbound 
near mile marker 110. 
Upon further investigation, 
Lucero Montalvo, 30, of 
Rochelle, was arrested 
for driving while license 
revoked. Montalvo was 
also cited for operating an 
uninsured vehicle and no 
rear registration light. Mon-
talvo was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where she 
is was held in lieu of bond.

On March 1 at approxi-
mately 9:17 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 64 and White Rock 
Road. After further inves-
tigation Nicholas Parsons, 
20, of Mt. Morris was 
placed under arrest for 
unlawful possession of 

cannabis/improper contain-
er. Parsons was also cited 
for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and loud ex-
haust. Parsons was released 
on an individual bond and 
will appear in court at a 
later date. 

On March 3, deputies 
investigated a report of a 
residential burglary in the 
Mt. Morris Estates Trailer 
park. After an investigation, 
Nancylee Limond and 
Kenny Adams were both 
arrested for residential 
burglary and theft over 
$300. Both Limond and 
Adams were taken into 
custody and transported to 
the Ogle County Jail and are 
being held in Lieu of Bond. 

On March 3 at 7:13 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop in the 400 block of S. 
White Rock Road. After a 
brief investigation, deputies 
arrested Christina N. Dodd, 
26, of Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin for no valid driver’s li-
cense. Dodd was taken into 
custody without incident 
and transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she was 
held in lieu of bond. Dodd 
was also cited for improper 
turn signal.    

Ogle County Sheriff’s Report

Deputies investigate report 
of residential burglary

Rochelle Police Report

ROCHELLE — On 
March 4 at 1:37 p.m. 
Malaysia A. Reyes, 18, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 61 m.p.h. in a 
40-m.p.h. zone. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given an April 22 Ro-
chelle court date.

On March 4 at 3:29 
p.m. Angel M. Grasty, 43, 
of Rochelle was arrested 

for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On March 4 at 8:10 a.m. 
Joann B. M. Ramaker, 35, 
of Creston was cited for 
speeding 65 m.p.h. in a 
40-m.p.h. zone. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given an April 22 Ro-
chelle court date.

On March 5 at 4:04 p.m. 
Ralph Rod, 93, of Princeton 

was cited for improper lane 
usage. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
an April 22 Rochelle court 
date.

On March 8 at 12:42 a.m. 
Christina Smith-Espitia, 49, 
of Rochelle was arrested on 
an outstanding Ogle Coun-
ty warrant. She paid $1,000 
and was given an April 6 
Ogle County court date.

Man arrested for domestic 
battery and transferred
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

Antiques & Collectibles
To advertise your 

business here, contact 
Andrew Heiserman at 

815-561-2123

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

A rural health care 
advisory and an-
alytics provider 

has found nearly half of ru-
ral hospitals have refrained 
from admissions because 
of nursing shortages this 
past year.

Additionally, more than 
a quarter of rural hospitals 
have ceased offering some 
services due to staffing 
challenges.

“Alarm bells should be 
ringing on this topic. This 
is a very big deal,” said 
Michael Topchik, the na-
tional leader of The Chartis 
Center for Rural Health, 
during the National Rural 
Health Association’s Poli-
cy Institute on Feb. 8.

Utilizing analytics and 
data to understand and 
address issues challeng-
ing the rural health safe-
ty net including health 
disparities and inequity, 
provider vulnerability and 
sustainable performance 
improvement, Topchik 
said that while pandemic 
funding has provided tem-
porary stabilization to rural 
hospitals, the emerging 
nursing shortage continues 
to worsen.

“This is the No. 1 need 
in our surveys and across 
a variety of ways we’ve 
looked at this, this is the 
biggest challenge rural 
hospitals tell us they have 

is staffing, staffing, staff-
ing,” Topchik said.

The majority of nurs-
es who have left rural 
hospitals exited for more 
lucrative positions, while 
others report being burned 
out from the pandemic and 
having to cover as a result 
of shortages.

Staffing shortages have 
also impacted services. 
While some services were 
suspended by law during 
the pandemic, Chartis data 
highlighted trends with ob-
stetric and chemotherapy 
services, which did not fall 
under that umbrella.

Between 2011 and 2021, 
198 rural hospitals ceased 
to provide obstetrics, while 
311 rural hospitals ceased 
to provide chemotherapy 
between 2014 and 2017.

“I’m afraid to say that 
it’s really the story behind 
the story of the hospital 
closure crisis. It’s the sto-
ry behind the story of the 
pandemic, which is that 
we’re seeing the loss of 
these services in rural ar-
eas, creating virtual deserts 
of care for very important 
services,” Topchik said.

Nearly half of rural 
hospitals are operating 
with a negative margin (ex-
cluding relief funds), with 
two rural hospitals closing 
in 2021, he said. The $12.6 
billion in pandemic relief 
payments has helped, but 
only temporarily. And 
Topchik anticipates rela-

Loss of rural health services creating care deserts

While pandemic funding has provided temporary stabilization to hospitals, the emerging nursing shortage 
continues to worsen, according to Michael Topchik, national leader of The Chartis Center for Rural Health. 

(PHOTO BY TAMMIE SLOUP OF FARMWEEK)

tive stability through 2022.
“There’s been some 

bright news, which is last 
year we didn’t see that 
many closures and we 
are predicting this year 
we won’t see that many 
either,” he said.

Attendees of the policy 
institute also met with 
members of Congress – 
including a handful from 
Illinois – to discuss emerg-
ing issues facing rural 
communities. Following 
his meeting with Illinois 
rural health representa-
tives, Sen. Dick Durbin, 
D-Springfield, issued a 
news release about the 

discussion in which he 
highlighted the $1 billion 
secured in the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan for the 
National Health Service 
Corps and Nurse Corps 
to build a more diverse 
pipeline of clinicians and 
recruit more health pro-
viders to serve in shortage 
areas.

To address other rural 
health care workforce 
issues, Durbin has intro-
duced the bipartisan Rural 
America Health Corps 
Act, which would create 
a National Health Service 
Corps pilot program to 
test whether an expanded 

loan repayment award 
and service commitment 
– $200,000 over five years 
– would improve retention 
in rural communities, 
according to the news 
release.

The Chartis Group also 
announced the 2022 Top 
100 Critical Access Hos-
pitals and the 2022 Top 
100 Rural & Community 
Hospitals. Based on the 
results of the Chartis Ru-
ral Hospital Performance 
INDEX, this annual rec-
ognition program honors 
outstanding performance 
among the nation’s rural 
hospitals.

A handful of Illinois 
hospitals made the lists, 
including Wabash General 
Hospital in Mount Carmel 
(critical access hospital); 
and HSHS St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Breese, Jersey 
Community Hospital in 
Jerseyville and OSF Saint 
Elizabeth Medical Center 
in Ottawa (rural and com-
munity hospitals).

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Il-
linois Press Association. 
For more food and farming 
news, visitFarmWeekNow.
com.

OREGON  — The 
fourth weekend in March 
is the much-anticipated 
return of the Oregon An-
tiques Show, Sponsored by 
the Oregon Woman’s Club! 
This year this noteworthy 
event is on March 26 & 
27 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday.

Quality antiques from 
the early 1800s through 
the retro era of the 1950s 
includes all areas of col-
lecting – furniture, glass, 
china, pottery, toys, prim-
itives, textiles, jewelry, 
dolls, silver, decorator 
items and more. 

You will be amazed at 
the selection available. 
There will be items for 
all collecting tastes and 
budgets, for both the new 
and advanced collector. 
Many changes have taken 

place during the past 70+ 
years developing one of the 
premier antique shows in 
northern Illinois. This year 
is no exception, with the 
addition of new and return-
ing dealers, it is shaping up 
to be another great event. 

The Oregon Woman’s 
Club, a member of the 
General Federation of 
Woman’s Clubs, sponsors 
this show as a major fund-
raising event and uses the 
proceeds to help fund var-
ious community projects 
and charities. As in past 
years, the show will be held 
at the Blackhawk Center 
Sports Arena, located on 
the Oregon public school 
campus.

The facility offers ample 
parking, handicap accessi-
bility and a huge area for 
our 40+ Midwest antique 
dealers to display their 

merchandise for sale. 
There will be items for 

all collecting tastes and 
budgets, for both the new 
and advanced collector. We 
like to think of it as “com-
fort food for the eyes.”

The food concession 
will be provided by the 
Chana United Methodist 
Ladies. The menu will in-
clude homemade chicken 
and noodles, plus a selec-
tion of sandwiches, chips, 
beverages and delicious 
desserts. 

On Sunday, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Hacks 
Auction will offer verbal 
appraisals of your small 
treasures for $5 per item. 
Please supply photos of 
large items. If a written 
appraisal is needed, discuss 
details with the agents. 

Entry to the show is $6 
per person, which is good 

for the weekend.
Door prizes will be 

awarded throughout the 
day, both days of the show. 

The show is located 
at the Blackhawk Center, 
1101 W. Jefferson St., 
one block south of Illinois 
Route 64 (Washington 
Street), Oregon, IL, 61061. 
Watch for directional sig-
nage.

Mark your calendar and 
make plans to enjoy the day 
or the weekend in beautiful 
Oregon. For additional 
information visit www.
oregonil.com. 

Appraisals
Founded in 1961, Hack’s 

Auction & Realty Services, 
Inc. is a third-generation 
family owned and operated 
business in Pecatonica. A 
full-service, full-time, 
fully-insured company 

licensed in Illinois and 
Wisconsin, Hack’s started 
more than 50 years ago 
when Henry and Nancy 
Hackmeister conducted 
their first auction. Hack’s 
has evolved into a pre-
mier auction company 
in northern Illinois. Greg 
and Swan, sons of Henry 
and Nancy, are leading 
Hack’s Auction into the 
future.

The Hackmeisters are 
no strangers to the Oregon 
area. The Oregon Wom-
en’s Club invites you to join 
Hack’s auction staff as they 
provide their appraisal ser-
vices on Sunday, March 27 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. A $5 
fee per item will be charged 
as a donation to the Oregon 
Women’s Club. Bring in a 
family heirloom or antique 
that you are curious to iden-
tify or to find out what it is 

worth and Hack’s auction 
staff will provide you with 
an appraisal. Photographs 
of large items may also 
be appraised. A written 
appraisal can be discussed 
with the Hack’s agents.

Allow plenty of time to 
also enjoy over 40 antique 
dealers exhibiting their 
items for sale. Don’t forget 
to enjoy a lunch from the 
Ladies of Chana United 
Methodist Church.

The Antique Show will 
be held on Saturday, March 
26 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday, March 27 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Located 
at the Blackhawk Center, 
1101 W. Jefferson St., 
Oregon, IL 61061, with 
plenty of free parking and 
handicapped access. 

For additional informa-
tion email kathew1968@
yahoo.com.

Oregon Antiques Show scheduled for March 26-27
Hack’s Auction & Realty Services offering appraisals on March 27

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Department 
(OCSWMD) will be host-
ing a residential electron-
ics recycling event on 
March 25 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at 909 Pines Road 
in Oregon.

This event is for Ogle 
County residents only and 
a free permit is required in 
advance of the event. To 

obtain a free permit call 
815-732-4020 or email 
solidwaste@oglecounty.
org by 4 p.m. on Wednes-
day, March 23. 

Accepted items include 
all televisions and com-
puter monitors, comput-
ers, computer hardware 
and cables, laptops, tab-
lets, cell phones, printers, 
FAX machines, scan-
ners, shredders (no tubs), 

copiers, video gaming 
equipment, DVD/VCR’s, 
cable/satellite boxes, ste-
reo equipment, radios, 
digital clocks, cameras, 
calculators, phone sys-
tems, holiday light strands, 
extension cords, recharge-
able batteries, printer ink 
cartridges, CD/DVD’s and 
CFL bulbs.

Limit seven large or 
bulky items per permit 

and one permit per coun-
ty household per month.  
Business or institutional 
electronic materials not 
accepted at these events.

For more information 
about this recycling event 
call the OCSWMD at the 
number above, visit www.
oglecounty.org, or on 
Facebook at Ogle County 
Solid Waste Management 
Dept.

County electronics recycling event set March 25
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 

What are you giving up for Lent?

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Tom 
McDermott

I often get asked 
the question, 
“What does a 

city manager do?” 
Usually, I will go 

into my normal re-
sponse of managing 
departments, balanc-
ing budgets, speaking 
to civic groups 
and represent-
ing the city 
at state and 
national func-
tions. This is 
all true and an 
important part 
of what I do. 
However, the 
more I grow 
in my profession and 
surround myself with 
talented and dedicated 
staff and colleagues, 
the more I realize a 
city manager does not 
manage. He/she/they 
lead and build that 
leadership capacity 
within the organiza-
tion and within the 
community they serve. 

Last year I had the 
honor of participat-
ing in the Midwest 
Leadership Institute 
hosted by the North-
ern Illinois University 
Center for Govern-
ment Studies, Mor-
rison Associates and 
Limardi Consulting, 
LLC. Although we 
discussed many top-
ics, one key comment 
affected me the most.

“The talents to lead 
an organization are 
exceedingly technical 
and broadly psycho-
logical. Sustained suc-
cess comes to those 
leaders that can meld 
a disparate group of 
individuals into a team 
that can see a vision 
and accomplish a mis-
sion.” Such a powerful 
and true statement.

These words ring 
true for any leader, 
whether you are a city 
manager, the leader 
of a youth group, a 
volunteer coordina-
tor or lead bank teller. 
This is the concept we 
continue to promote at 
the City of Rochelle, 
and I know is being 
promoted in the many 
organizations that 

serve our community.
Speaking of com-

munity, thank you to 
everyone who sold 
and purchased From 
the Heart calendars 
this year. It was our 
most successful year 
yet, and it is all due to 

the volunteers 
in the com-
munity that 
give their time 
and talents to 
a cause greater 
than them-
selves. 

I have the 
pleasure of 
working with 

several of the groups 
that benefit from the 
calendar sales pro-
ceeds, and I know the 
dollars raised do great 
things in our com-
munity. Rochelle is 
blessed to have groups 
like Rotary, Golden K, 
the Rochelle Commu-
nity Foundation and 
so many others whose 
missions are dedicated 
to serve others before 
themselves.  

We are so blessed 
to live in America. To 
have the freedom to 
make our own choic-
es, to live our lives 
as we see fit, free of 
fear of being invaded 
or bombed like our 
fellow humans in 
the Ukraine. Let’s 
all work to make our 
community and coun-
try better. To lift each 
other up and stop tear-
ing those down whom 
we disagree with or 
envy. Thank God for 
what you have, not 
what you don’t have. 

“Strength does not 
come from winning. 
Your struggles de-
velop your strengths. 
When you go through 
hardships and decide 
not to surrender, that 
is strength.” -Mahatma 
Gandhi

“Only those who 
dare to fail greatly can 
ever achieve greatly.”-
Robert F. Kennedy 

Jeffrey A. Fiegen-
schuh, MPA, ICMA-
CM is the city man-
ager of Rochelle. 

GORDON Wortman 
and Jack were a team. 
Like many teams in 

World War II, they came from 
different backgrounds. 

Gordon was from Da-
vis Junction. Jack was 
from Floral Park, New 
York. One from the big 
city and one from rural 
America. Oh, and Jack 
was a dog. 

Jack’s story starts 
with Joseph Verhae-
ghe. Joe had fled from 
Belgium with his family during 
WWI. As their boat sailed from 
Belgium, the German Shore 
Patrol opened fire. Joe’s infant 
sister was hit and died in her 
mother’s arms. Joe never forgot 
or forgave. Joe lived on Long 
Island with his wife and son. 
When his son Bobby wanted a 
dog, it called for a trip to the 
animal shelter. 

Jack, a Belgium Shepherd, 
won their hearts and was ad-
opted as the newest member 
of the family. Growing up in 
Floral Park, New York, Jack 
became well-known as an ice 
cream thief. Neighborhood 
children learned quickly to 
guard their cones. One moment 
of distraction and Jack would 
strike with blinding speed. No 
child was bitten but Jack left 
with many a prize. 

When WWII broke out, Joe 
rushed to enlist. A ruptured ear 
drum destroyed Joe’s chances. 
Joe could not serve, but Jack 
could. Joe asked Bobby for 
approval to enlist Jack into the 
military. “Pop, if Jack can save 
lives I want him to go in.” 

With a tear in his eye, Bobby 
and Joe delivered Jack to the 
Marines. At Camp Lejeune, 

North Carolina, Jack met Gor-
don Wortman from Illinois and 
Paul Castracane of New York. 
The three became a working 

team and Gordon imme-
diately expressed pride 
in his protégé. 

“The captain said 
Jack was the only dog 
he was sure would make 
the grade. He said Jack 
would get medals of 
some kind someday. I 
surely hope it (the medal 
I mean) won’t mean the 

Purple Heart for that is what 
we get for being wounded.” 

In another letter to his 
mother on Oct. 21, 1943, Gor-
don reassured his family, “I am 
fine and in the best of health. 
Jack is also fine. I surely hope 
you get to see him someday. 
If I ever get a chance to come 
home again I will try to bring 
him with me. Jack is sitting 
here alongside me now and he 
said to send you his love. Don’t 
worry about me. Jack will take 
care of me.” 

Nov. 1943 found Jack, 
Gordon and Paul taking part 
in the Bougainville Invasion. 
The seventh day of the inva-
sion (Nov. 8) found Gordon 
and Jack assigned to a ma-
rine roadblock far inside the 
jungle of the island. Paul was 
at headquarters. The Japanese 
had eyes on the roadblock. The 
Japanese surreptitiously sur-
rounded the American position 
and cut communication lines 
between the roadblock and 
headquarters. 

With the Marines cut off 
from any help, the Japanese 
opened fire. Gordon received 
a crippling wound to his leg, 
Jack was struck in the back by 

machine gun fire. Jack crawled 
to Gordon and laid on his lap, 
even wounded Jack would stay 
with his partner. 

The officer of the roadblock 
detail crawled to Gordon, 
“Son, we’ve got to get through 
to headquarters, your dog is the 
only one we can send. Do you 
think he can make it?” “I think 
so, sir. He’s got lots of guts.” 

A note was placed in Jack’s 
harness and Gordon cradled 
his wounded dog’s head in his 
hands. Gordon leaned close to 
Jack’s ear, “ Report to Paul.” 

Like the ice cream thief of 
the past, Jack shot from the 
roadblock into the jungle. 
Chased by Japanese machine 
gun fire, Jack ran like not only 
his life depended on it, but the 
lives of his comrades. 

Jack reached the headquar-
ters and collapsed at Paul’s 
feet. The message was taken to 
command and Jack was taken 
to medical care. Troops were 
sent to reinforce the roadblock 
and the Japanese were beaten 
back. 

Jack and Gordon were both 
commended and recommended 
to receive the Purple Heart. 
Jack was promoted to sergeant. 
On Feb. 20, 1943 in a letter to 
his mother, Gordon summed up 
his love for Jack. 

“Well, I’m back with my 
outfit again and Jack is fine. 
He seemed glad to see me 
again and I was surely happy 
to see him. Golly, a fellow 
doesn’t realize how much he 
can miss a dog.”

Tom McDermott is a Flagg 
Township Museum historian 
and a Rochelle city council-
man.

“Cussing. It’s not 
going very well so 
far but I’m working 
on it!”

Jenifer Foster 
Evans

“I’ve decided to 
give a piece of cloth-
ing donation for 
each day instead of 
concentrating on 
myself. God knows 
my weaknesses and 
my faults. At least 

this can help others 
instead of my waist-
line.”

Laura Emke 
Salazar

“Work.”
Eric Paul

What does a city 
manager do?

The story of Gordon Wortman and Jack

Jeffrey 
Fiegenschuh
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Feb. 11 - Stephanie Bailey, Oregon, $25

Feb. 12 - Melinda Vickrey, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Becky Anderson, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 14 - Alan Durbin, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 15 - Kim Crull, Byron, $25

Feb. 16 - Hope of Ogle County, $25

Feb. 17 - Blake Tollwer, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Feb. 19 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Feb. 20 - From the Heart, $50

Feb. 21 - Mario Pineada, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 22 - Brett Johnson, Rockford, $25

Feb. 23 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 24 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Feb. 25 - Debbi Ramsey, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 26 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 27 - From the Heart, $50 

Feb. 28 - Sharon Watkins, DeKalb, $25

March 1 - Maggie Williams, Rochelle, $25

March 2 - Ava - Meyers Furniture, Rochelle, $25

March 3 - Kimberlee Wagner, Rochelle, $25

March 4 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

March 5 - Marcy Bruhn, Rochelle, $25

March 6 - Bethany DuFoe, Rochelle, $50

March 7 - From the Heart, $25

March 8 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

March 9 - Nena Stewart, Rochelle, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries

March 8
Chaz Conant

Donna Sassaman
March 9

Minia Waters
March 12

Troy Komadina

March 13
Veronica Lopez

March 16
Christy Oleson

March 19
John Overstreet

March 20
Jesse Lopez

Rachelle Phillips
March 22

Wakely Peterman
March 23

Kristi Gonzales
March 24

John Wooten

March 10 - (Thursday) - Chicken Licken Bowls, Coleslaw, 
Biscuits and Honey 
March 15 - (Tuesday) - Chicken Fajita Casserole, Rice and 
Beans 
March 17 - (Thursday) - Corned Beef and Cabbage, Collard 
Greens, Cornbread, Ginger Beer 
March 18 - (Friday) - Fish Fry!!! Deep Fried Cod, Coleslaw 
and Fries 
March 22 - (Tuesday) - Parmesan Chicken Tenders, 
Avocado Black Olive Pasta Salad, 
March 24 - (Thursday) - Chicken Salad Sandwich or on 
Lettuce Boats, Chips, 

March 29 - (Tuesday) - Sweet and Sour Chicken, Egg Rolls, 
Potstickers 
March 31- (Thursday) - Chicken and Waffles with Syrup, 
Coleslaw 
April 3 - (Sunday Brunch) - Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, 
Breakfast Casserole, Oatmeal, Sausage Patties
**All menus are subject to change. 
If you would like to check before coming out, please 
call us at 815-561-9074 as we will put the menu on the 
answering machine.  www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Rochelle Police  
Department Officer 
Ryan Beery and K-9 Axel 
along with Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Zac Hare and K-9 Haze 
visited Chana Education 
Center on Wednesday for 
Read Across America Day 
2022. 

CHANA — Chana United 
Methodist Church is hosting its 
annual Chicken Noodle Lasagna 
Dinner Drive Thru on Saturday, 
March 12 from 4-6:30 p.m. Cost 
of the dinner is $10 and includes: 

a hearty portion of homemade 
(from scratch) noodles and 
chicken, a generous piece of 
homemade lasagna and fresh 
from the oven apple crisp. 

Chana UMC is a certified 

kitchen and is COVID-19 com-
pliant. The dinner is drive thru 
only

If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact the 
church at 815-732-7683.

Chana Education 
Center hosts law  
enforcement visitors

Chana UMC’s Chicken Noodle Lasagna 
Dinner Drive Thru is March 12
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*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

Call Today for Your FREE Estimate!

18 815-673-7532

RECEIVE A $50
DARDEN GIFT CARD

INSTALLATION*

$99
ONLY

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22. All participants who
attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home ppproduct consultation will
receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer
sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection.
This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married
or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and
complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo
ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members,
previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within
the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers.
Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that
LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems
it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.
com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed
to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of
promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Offer ends 3/31/22.

•LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRAARANTYYTY
•MMMAAADDDEEE OOONNNSSSIIITTTEEE SSSPPPEEECCCIIIFFFIIICCCAAACCALLLLLLYYY FFFOOORRR YYYOOOUUURRR HHHOOOMMMEEE
•THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTTTTER SYSTEM.

•SCRAARATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 815-660-0041

www.BuySafeStep.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any 

previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No 
cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

815-660-0041
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots
to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

From page 1

Along with Barnes, the 
Seven C’s volunteer team 
includes Gigi Gardner, Pat-
ty O’Connor and Brooke 
Smith. 

“I think it’s what Christ 
called us to do,” Gardner 
said. “So often you see 
somebody in need and you 
don’t reach out and just 
walk past them. We don’t 
want to do that. If there’s a 
need and we can help, we 
have to.”

Along with its mission 
work, Seven C’s volunteers 
carry blessings bags in their 
vehicles that include hy-
giene items, water bottles, 
a McDonalds gift card and 
more to hand out if they 
see someone that may be 
in need. 

Gardner estimates Seven 
C’s helps 18-25 people and 
their families every month. 
That number will increase 
in April with the extra give-
away day.

The mission is always 
available to area residents 
in emergency situations. 

“Last summer the house 
down the street from here 
burned down and the girl 
came and met us here and 
we scrambled and gave 
her whatever she needed,” 
Barnes said. “If we know 
there’s a need, we’ll just 
meet the person here.”

Seven C’s takes dona-
tions of and offers area 
residents hygiene items 
like toilet paper, shampoo 
and conditioner, lotion, 
shaving cream, razors and 
more. Those in need can 
look through clean, used 
clothing items that have 
been donated and small 
housewares.

There’s a donation bin on 

MISSION: Seven C’s lending help in the Hub City

the south side of the Seven 
C’s building if residents 
want to help with the items 
it needs. The mission also 
takes donations of shoes, 
bedding, towels, children’s 
diapers and new socks and 
underwear. 

O’Connor estimates the 
Seven C’s volunteer group 
puts in about 60 hours of 
work per month. Smith 
agreed with that number 

and spoke about what goes 
into volunteering at the 
mission.

“There’s a lot of work 
that goes into it,” Smith 
said. “We have to sort 
through donations because 
we’re very picky about what 
we take. We go through 
everything and everything 
is very organized. We also 
rotate the clothes in and out 
by season. There’s a lot of 

volunteer hours that go into 
it. There’s so much behind 
the scenes work. When 
we transition to spring and 
summer, it will be a busy 
two weeks. We’re here a 
lot.”

While Seven C’s knows 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has impacted area residents 
negatively and made more 
of a need for its services, it 
has not seen more people 

come in. 
“Maybe that’s because 

we haven’t been put out 
there very much,” Smith 
said. “We know seeing 
less people can’t be true 
of what’s really going on.”

The mission wants to 
be more involved in the 
community and give more 
help to the people that need 
it. Seven C’s wants to help 
on a personal level.

“Just being the hands and 
feet of Jesus and reaching 
out and loving people,” 
Barnes said. “I know when 
people come in here, a lot 
of them are used to being 
treated as a number. They’re 
used to walking through a 
food pantry with a number 
assigned to them. We really 
try to establish relationships 
so we know about them and 
their families.”

Along with its mission work, Seven C’s volunteers carry blessings bags in their vehicles that include hygiene items, water bottles, a 
McDonald’s gift card and more to hand out if they see someone in need. Seven C’s helps 18-25 people and their families every month.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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SPORTS FOURTH IN THE STATE 
 
The St. Paul Crusader basketball team 
took fourth in the Lutheran State tourney. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021 90 Days Same as Cash Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Closed Sun & Mon

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com
HUB CITY FURNITURE

Furniture to make you
feel right at home

Frosh shine at sectional
Three Hubs advance to IWCOA Fresh-Soph State Championship meet

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity 
wrestling team sent six 
athletes to the IWCOA 
Fresh-Soph Sterling Sec-
tional on Sunday, with 
three individuals quali-
fying for the state meet 
including sophomore 
Tommy Tourdot as well as 
freshmen Kaiden Morris 
and Joseph Nadig. 

The IWCOA Fresh-
Soph State Championship 
will begin on Saturday, 
March 12 in Springfield. 
The state championship 
meet will conclude on 
Sunday, March 13.

Nadig (3-0) went un-
beaten to win the 113-point 
sectional title. Nadig won 
by fall over Sterling’s 
Andrew Magnuson in 
the quarterfinals before 
scoring an 8-0 major de-
cision against Rockford 
Auburn’s Joseph Young. 
Nadig won by fall over 
Stillman Valley’s Henry 
Hildreth for the title.

Morris (3-0) also won 
three straight bouts to 
claim the 220-pound 
sectional title. Morris 
outlasted DeKalb’s La-
mar Bradley with a 3-1 
sudden victory before 
beating Stockton’s Mi-

chael Haas with a 3-1 
decision in the semifinals. 
Morris topped Geneseo’s 
Brayden Franzen with a 
7-2 decision to win the 
title and clinch a berth in 
the state tournament at 
the Bank of Springfield 
Center.

Tourdot (3-1) over-
came a loss against 
DeKalb’s Eduardo Cas-
tro in the quarterfinals of 
the 101-pound sectional 
bracket. After conceding 
a 3-2 decision, Tourdot 
rallied for a 16-0 technical 
fall over Richmond-Bur-
ton’s Kristian Gersch be-
fore scoring a third-period 
fall against Dixon’s Jacob 
Renkes. Tourdot won by 
fall over Richmond-Bur-
ton’s Kyan Gunderson for 
third place.

Sophomore Leo Stof-
fel went 2-2 over four 
matches in the 160-pound 
bracket, winning by fall 
over Moline’s TaVon-
tae Flowers and Orion’s 
Kaden Edmonds. Fresh-
man Jack Pavlak finished 
1-2 over three matches in 
the 170-pound bracket, 
winning by fall over 
LaSalle-Peru’s Gage 
Swiskoski. Sophomore 
Riley Damask ended the 
tournament with an 0-2 
record over two matches 
in the 120-pound bracket.

Freshman Joseph Nadig is declared the winner during the IWCOA Fresh-Soph Sterling Sectional on Sunday. 
Nadig went 3-0 to win the 113-pound bracket and clinch a berth in the state tournament later this week.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

RTHS Boys Basketball

Simmons, Kemp earn Interstate 8 First Team honors
Lager, Brown receive All-Conference Honorable Mentions this season

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Four 
members of the Rochelle 
Hub varsity basketball 
team were recognized with 
Interstate 8 All-Conference 
honors this season. Seniors 
Ryan Simmons and Adam 
Kemp were each named 
First-Team All-Conference 
players, while seniors Tan-
ner Lager and Noah Brown 
each took home All-Confer-
ence Honorable Mentions. 
Simmons was also named 
Interstate 8 Player of the 
Year after averaging 14.2 
points, 5.9 rebounds and 
3.8 assists.

“It’s a dream come true 
honestly,” Simmons said. 
“I’ve put a lot of work into 
basketball over the last four 
years and being named 
First-Team All-Conference 
was one of my goals for 
this season. I feel that this 
season, I was able to get to 
the basket more and create 
more shots. I also feel that 
I was able to make plays 
and create shots for my 
teammates. I felt a lot more 
comfortable this season and 
I’m going to miss going 
to practice everyday and 
competing with the boys. 
We’re a family and many 
of us have played a lot of 
basketball together.”

Simmons finished his 
career as a three-year varsity 
starter, scoring a career-high 
39 points against Wauconda 
during the E.C. Nichols 
Holiday Classic this winter. 
Simmons also led the Hubs 
with 28 points in their IHSA 
3A Regional Semifinal vic-
tory over the Dixon Dukes. 
Kemp concluded his career 
as a two-year varsity starter, 
averaging 9.6 points, 4.7 
rebounds and 3.7 assists for 
the Hubs this season while 
qualifying for the IHSA 3A 
Sectional 3-Point Shootout.

“It feels great to have 
all of my hard work pay 
off,” Kemp said. “My 
confidence and ability to 
run our offense improved 
tremendously. I enjoyed the 
bonds that our team formed 
and how much fun we had 
in winning conference and 
regional titles. I’m going to 
miss all of the guys. We’ve 
made many great memories 
and I wouldn’t have wanted 
to enjoy the season with 
anyone else.”

Lager averaged 9.4 
points, 5.3 rebounds and 
1.9 assists this season. 
Brown led the Hubs with 
90 3-pointers made and 57 
steals while averaging 13.1 
points and 3.0 rebounds per 
game. Rochelle finished 
22-11 overall and 11-3 in 
the Interstate 8 this season.

Seniors Adam Kemp (left) and Ryan Simmons (right) were named unanimous All-Conference First Team 
players in the Interstate 8 Conference this season. Simmons was also named the Player of the Year this season.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S
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5

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am

Call us for a ride: 815-562-5050
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

HUB SPOTLIGHT

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE senior Nate Burdin 
saw his relationship with Law-
rence University head coach Chris 

Krepline grow tremendously throughout his 
recruitment this year. Burdin’s connection 
with Krepline was one of several factors 
that fueled his decision to commit to the 
Vikings and continue his academics and his 
baseball career with Lawrence University 
after high school.

“I chose Lawrence to further my educa-
tion because they offered me a very pres-
tigious education with a trustworthy and 
helpful alumni base that will set me up for 
success throughout college and after col-
lege,” Burdin said. “I also chose Lawrence 
for baseball because of the relationship I’ve 
built with coach Krepline and the high-
intensity environment they offer.”

Burdin will enter his second season 
with the Rochelle Hub varsity baseball 
team this spring. The 5-foot-10, 155-pound 
left-handed pitcher and outfielder slashed 
.273/.396/.432 with 12 hits and seven RBIs 
as the team’s starting center fielder during 
his junior season. Burdin threw 11 and 
two-thirds innings this past season, finish-
ing 2-0 with a 4.94 ERA, 12 strikeouts and 
four walks.

“I’m looking forward to being around 
a team of high-level baseball players and 
competing against exceptional talent every 
night,” Burdin said. “Playing baseball at 
RTHS has helped prepare me for the college 
level because it’s taught me how to fight for 
a spot, compete every chance I have and 
how to be a great teammate through any 
situation… Lawrence will be getting a player 
who loves to compete and has an undeniable 
passion for the game of baseball.”

Burdin will be one of several seniors 
returning to the varsity baseball team this 
spring. The Hubs are looking to build on 
a 7-12 campaign that saw Rochelle fall to 
Dixon in extra innings during the IHSA 3A 
Regional Series. Burdin said he plans to 
major in economics and minor in innova-
tion/entrepreneurship in hopes of becoming 
a financial analyst for a top company.

“Lawrence will be getting a tenacious 
pitcher who has great command and can 
hit his spots at any given time while keep-

Burdin commits to 
Lawrence University

Rochelle senior Nate Burdin will 
continue his academics and his baseball 
career with Lawrence University.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

ing hitters on their toes with high-spinning 
offspeed pitches,” Burdin said. “I will bring 
a poised pitching sequence to the team next 
season with my fastball, changeup, curve-
ball, slider and knuckle-change. I believe I 
can be utilized in any role and I will work 
hard and accept my role in order to help out 
the team in any way possible.”

“I’m really happy for Nate,” Rochelle 
head coach Jarrod Reynolds said. “Nate 
does so many things well on the field and 
I’m looking forward to watching him play 
this year. I’m excited to see him continue 
to develop at the college level as well. I 
appreciate all of Nate’s hard work and 
dedication to the RTHS baseball program 
over these last four years.”

“Playing baseball at RTHS has helped prepare 
me for the college level because it’s taught me 
how to fight for a spot, compete every chance I 
have and how to be a great teammate through 
any situation... Lawrence [University] will be 
getting a player who loves to compete and has an 
undeniable passion for the game of baseball.”

Nate Burdin
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Crusaders finish fourth in 2022 LSA State Championship tournament
The St. Paul Crusader varsity basketball team took fourth in the 2022 LSA State Championship tournament earlier this month, with Bane Workman and Brody Bruns 
each earning All-State Tournament Team honors. St. Paul defeated Red Bud St. John 54-30 in the first round before topping Morton Bethel 40-34 in the quarterfinals. 
St. Paul fell against Peoria Christ and Rockford Lutheran to finish the tournament in fourth place. Pictured above from left to right are Brooklyn Sarver, Cohen Haedt, 

Tyler Johnson, Owen Carmichael, Luke Chadwick (front row), Alison Dyer, Johnny Chadwick, coach Craig Reineck, Brody Bruns, Bane Workman, Andrew Eyster, 
coach Ryan Haedt, Braxton Bruns and Cambrey Rodeghero (back row).

RTHS Boys Basketball

Second-half turnaround leads to historic season
Rochelle finishes 22-11 overall with Interstate 8, IHSA Regional titles

Junior David Gerber will be one of the leading returners for the Rochelle Hub 
varsity basketball team next season.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity bas-
ketball team entered the 
2021-22 season with high 
expectations including over 
20 wins as well as Interstate 
8 Conference and IHSA 
Regional titles. But after 
losing three consecutive 
games at the E.C. Nichols 
Holiday Classic in Marengo 
and finishing 2021 with 
a 5-8 record, head coach 
Tim Thompson took those 
aspirations off the table.

2022 was a much dif-
ferent story for the Hubs, 
who went 17-3 over their 
final 20 games of the season 
and completed one of the 
greatest midseason turn-
arounds Thompson has seen 
since he began coaching at 
RTHS in the early 2000s. 
With a greater emphasis 
on playing team basketball, 
Rochelle rallied to achieve 
each of its three preseason 
goals, finishing with a 22-11 
overall record while win-
ning the Interstate 8 and 
defeating rival Sterling for 

the regional title.
“We were doing a lot 

of soul searching and we 
were trying to figure out 
what needs to be done in 
order for us to be where 
we want to be,” Thompson 
said. “We stopped talking 
about conference titles 
and regional titles and we 
wanted to just start playing 
good basketball. We chal-
lenged our seniors to turn 
their season around and they 
came back after six days off 
and they went nuts. We went 
on a roll and it was really 
magical how we finished 
off our season.”

The 2021-22 season was 
a historic season for the 
Hubs, who not only won a 
conference championship 
for the first time since 2012 
and a regional champion-
ship for the first time since 
2009, but totaled the most 
victories in a season for 
any Rochelle team since 
2005. Several seniors led the 
way for the Hubs including 
First-Team All-Conference 
honorees Adam Kemp and 
Ryan Simmons, who was 
also named Interstate 8 Con-

ference Player of the Year.
“We saw so much growth 

from Ryan this season,” 
Thompson said. “We’ve 
talked about his potential 
but he really turned the 
corner this season. When 
we moved him to the point 
guard, he was very unselfish 
and he took over when we 
needed him to. Ryan was 
fantastic for us all season 
and he deserved Player of 
the Year. All of our seniors 
were tremendous for us this 
season and they put so much 
work in over the last four 
years to become who they 
are today.”

Rochelle will lose seven 
seniors from the varsity 
roster this season including 
All-Conference Honorable 
Mention winners Noah 
Brown and Tanner Lager 
as well as Zach Sanford, 
Forrest Gerber and Cooper 
Hasz. The Hubs will return 
a small number of varsity 
players including juniors 
Raul Aguirre, David Gerber 
and sophomore Eli Luxton, 
who each earned significant 
varsity minutes. Juniors 
Landon DeLille, Aidan 

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Darby, Colton O’Rorke are 
also eligible to return.

“I thought Raul played 
really well at the end of the 
season and we felt like there 
were times that we didn’t 
give him the ball enough,” 
Thompson said. “I think 

our offense will have to run 
through Raul next season 
and he’ll need anywhere 
from 15-to-20 touches 
each game. Eli really came 
into his own and he had a 
great regional champion-
ship game. David stepped 

up earlier in the season and 
proved that he could play 
defense the way we wanted 
to and he made some big 
shots. Colton, Landon and 
Aidan will have the first 
shake at getting in the lineup 
next year.”

St. Paul Lutheran School
(COURTESY PHOTO)
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1140 N. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL

815-561-2337

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
815.562.5571

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com

firststatebank.biz

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER

Liberty Village Liberty Village 
of Rochelleof Rochelle

400 N. 15th St.
Rochelle IL 61068 

815-562-1250

200 S. Steward Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

815-562-8787
JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Pickin’ Station
708 Lincoln Ave.
815.562.7915

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village of Rochelle
2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
1221 Currency Ct Suite A
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

COUNSELING
Braden Counseling
2600 DeKalb Ave, Suite 3
Sycamore IL 60178

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576 • restauranttecarochelle.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
Rochelle IL 61068

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

John Vandre, Associate
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan
1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563 
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
233 IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank

 
 

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

B&W Appliance Repair LLC
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253

 
Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOTEL & TRAVEL
Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994
ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

PEST CONTROL
Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Lifeworks Photography
6342 South Westwood Ave.
Rochelle IL 61068

PRINTING AND/OR WEB DESIGN  
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. Hwy 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

 
 
SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771

TIRES
Alderks Tire Service  
311 N 7th St,
815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

Rocky’s Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 
7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping 
News • Ashton Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads 
and $44.60 for commercial business ads and $19.99 for 
garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. 
We will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, 
and will only credit customer for one insertion.

517 517 
WANTED TO RENT WANTED TO RENT 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

PUBLIC AUCTION
Having decided to discontinue our Snow Removal & Lawn Care Business, we 
will sell at Public Auction the following described equipment. This Auction will 
be held Live On Site at 615 N 15th Street, Rochelle IL 61068 with a part of the 
auction being held indoors. Watch for Bearrows Auction signs from 20th Street 
and Flagg Blacktop in Rochelle IL. For More information, and pictures, visit our 
web site at www.bearrows.com click on the Auction Zip link.

Saturday, March 26th, 2022
10:00 a.m.

Comfort Station
Auctioneers note: This auction will feature some very good quality trucks, 
trailers, commercial lawn care and snow removal equipment that is ready to go 
to work for you, and has been well maintained. For more information, contact 
Auctioneer John Bearrows at 815-739-9150 or visit our web site www.bearrows.
com to view color photos. Plan now to attend.
Trucks & Trailers: 2006 GMC Sierra SLT ½ Ton, 4WD, Crew Cab, 6ft box, 
Leather and loaded up, approx. 138,305 miles, some rust: 1998 GMC 3500, 
2WD, 6.5 Turbo Diesel, approx. 87,775 Miles, 10ft dump box, landscapers sides, 
cloth int. solid truck; 1998 Chevy Cheyenne 3500 1 Ton dump, 8 ft box, 4 speed 
manual trans, 7.4L gas, 2 way gate, 2WD, good work truck, VIN# 197949; 1997 
Ford F150 XLT, 163,238 Miles, Cloth int, Std cab, PW, PL, Tilt, Cruise, some 
rust; 1997 Ford F250 XLT Lariat, 2WD, approx. 64,482 Miles, Std Cab, Auto, 
8ft box, Tool box, PW,PL, Tilt cruise, some rust VIN# 11857; 1990 Dodge Ram 
Pickup, LE150, 2WD, ext. cab, 8ft box, with shell, PW, PL, VIN# 017096, some 
rust;  2003 Jamie Wldg 18ft Road Boss utility trailer, tandem axle, lift assist gate; 
1994 Rettig Ent 16ft Tandom axle utility trailer, w/lift assist ramp; 1993 Jamar  16 
ft tandem axle utility trailer, w/lift assist rear gate; 2000 Holt Trailer, 18 ft tandem 
axle utility trailer, 16ft flat + 2ft beaver tail with folding ramps;
Case IH Tractor, Skid Steer & Attachments: Case IH DX55 Compact Tractor, 
with LX118 Loader, 72” quick Tach bucket, and a 758C Case IH Mounted 
Backhoe, 18.4x24 Rears, 12x16.5 Turf Frts, approx. 4697 Hrs.,; Case 1840 Skid 
steer, approx. 2300 hrs, Aux Hyd., 62” Dirt Bucket w/detachable teeth, & Push 
Blade, (quick Tach) 10-16.5 Rubber(VIN# JAE0175482); Set of FFC Quick Tach 
Pallet Forks; Berco Frt mounted broom (Like new);
ExMark Mowers & Others: ExMark Lazor Z, S series, Red Technology, Better 
seat, 60” Mulch deck, 554 Hrs, Kawasaki Gas engine: ExMark Lazor Z, S 
series, Red Technology, Better seat, 60” Mulch deck, 571 Hrs, Kawasaki Gas 
engine: ExMark Lazer Z XP mower w/60” Deck, Diesel; ExMark Lazer Z C1, 52” 
deck, 23HP Vanguard, 2012 Hrs.; ExMark Lazer Z, X series, w/60” deck, Kohler 
Command Pro 747cc, 2372 Hrs; ExMark Lazer Z XS series diesel, 60” mulch 
deck, 1613 hrs; ExMark Lazer Z XP series, diesel, 60” side discharge deck, 1775 
Hrs; 2-Woods 6215 Mowing Machines, Diesel, 60” decks, walking rear wheels; ; 
Pull type Gang mower; Woods 72” 3pt rotary mower, hard rubber tire and safety 
chains; Cub Cadet 1711 hydro Garden tractor with deck and mounted sprayer 
w/3 ft boom and hand gun; Troy Bilt 21” walk behind variable speed mower; 
TORO 4ft walk behind commercial Proline mower; Kinco walk behind sickle 
mower; Walk behind self-Prop fence row mower; Walk behind string trimmer; 
12ft. Woods Tri-Deck pull type finish mower, Hyd lift and fold; Grasshopper 72” 
mower, w/vacuum, 1970 Hrs; Cub Cadet 125 Hydro, snowblower, deck & wheel 
weights;
Snow Blowers, Assorted Shop Tools & Equipment John Deere 826 Walk 
Behind snow blower; Large assortment of Stihl String trimmers & Blowers, 
shovels, rakes, thatcher’s, lawn rollers, and other items used in his lawn care 
business; Snow Blowers include 2-Toro CCR 2000 Power Curve and many 
other walk behinds, with several that are newer; 4ft pull type lawn Aerator; 110 
Gal Pickup Fuel Tank; 300 Gal overhead gas and 300 Diesel overhead tank; 
Many assorted parts including filters, plugs, blades and other items; Aluminum 
scaffolding; Bench grinders; Radial arm saw; Torch Kit w/cart; Shop Vacs; Sears 
15” floor drill press; Usual hand & power tools; Keller KKL-16 folding ladder; 
Drop Cords; Husqvarna 455 Rancher 20” chain saw; Other quick start chain saw; 
Chains and load binders; Forney welder; Splitting malls; Gas pressure washer;
TERMS:  Cash or Check w/ driver’s license I.D., 3% Convenience fee for 
VISA, Master Card or American Express.  Electronic clerking system used. 
Announcements made the day of auction take precedence over all prior 
advertising.  Not responsible for accidents or items after sold.

Lawn Care Services Inc. - Rochelle IL
 Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co., Rochelle IL 61068

815-562-5113

AUCTIONEERS:
JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL

(815) 739-9150
IL Lic. #440000243

JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL
(815) 739-1030

IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com
(815) 562-5113 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Saturday March 19th, 2022

10 AM
We will offer at Public Auction the following described Real Estate at Public 
Auction. This auction will be held on site at 10411 E Kyte Rd., Rochelle IL 
61068. On Auction Day, watch for Bearrows Real Estate & Auction signs From 
Skare Rd. & Flagg Blacktop, West of Rochelle on Flagg. Contact Auctioneer 
John Bearrows at 815-739-9150 for a private viewing or visit our web site at 
www.bearrows.com for further information & pictures.
DESCRIPTION OF REAL ESTATE:   This auction will feature a 5.88 Acre tract 
of land with a very large (3144 sq ft) 4 Plus bedroom 2-story home, complete 
with 3 full bathrooms. The home has 2-furnaces, 1 being newer, (Natural Gas) 
and 2 central air units. Home features a 26’x24’ master bedroom suite with walk 
in closet & full bath, Gas fireplace, hardwood floors, and a family room addition 
that has an office or extra bedroom and so much more. Large walk-in attic, and a 
partially finished basement with wet bar. The outbuildings include a 54’x 42’ cold 
storage pole barn with concrete floor, another 90’ x 42’ pole barn with a heated 
42’x 30’ garage/rec room. Other buildings include a large barn with a newer 
horse barn attached, and a lean-to horse pen area. There is a large machine 
shed and smaller garden shed as well. This truly is a spectacular offering. 
Contact Auctioneer John Bearrows at 815-739-9150 for full details. REAL 
ESTATE TERMS:  $10,000.00 down the day of the auction, with the balance due 
on or before April 29th, 2022, at which time full possession will be given. Seller 
to provide an appropriate executed deed as well as a merchantable Title Policy 
in the amount of the purchase price.  This property is being conveyed in its “As-
Is” condition without any contingencies with regard to financing and/or the sale 
of another piece of property.  All announcements made the day of auction take 
precedence over all prior advertising.

Holcomb Bank – Owner
Auctioneer: John Bearrows – 815-739-9150

Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W IL Rt#38

Rochelle IL 61068

AUCTIONEER:
JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL

(815) 739-9150
IL Lic. #440000243

Visit our website www.bearrows.com
(815) 562-5113 

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has a 
need to lease 4,566 Rentable Square Feet, 
yielding approximately a minimum of 3,805 
Usable Square Feet to 3,995 maximum of 
Usable Square Feet of office space in Lee 
County, Amboy, IL. Find more information 
by searching for Solicitation No. 57-17103-
21-FA on www.SAM.gov. You may also 
contact USDA’s Realty Specialist, Andrea 
Strauss, at Andrea.strauss@usda.gov or 
(202) 619-8510.

RNLSPEC

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 

are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman Lawn Care 
and Tree Service. 
Mowing, Hedge 
Trimming, Painting, 
Interior and Exterior. 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Storm Damage Clean 
up, Spring and Fall 
and Much More. In 
Business Since 1999. 
Call Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message Will 
Return Call ASAP. Fully 
Insured. (TFN)

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )NO.
OF THE )2022
ESTATE )PR 9
OF )     

JENNIE L. )
BOHANNON, ) 
Deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of 
the death of JENNIE 
L. BOHANNON, of 
Rochelle, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on February 18, 
2022, to VIRGINIA L. 
BOHANNON, whose 

address is 112 S. 10th 
Street, Rochelle, IL 
61068, and whose 
attorneys are Fearer, 
Nye & Chadwick, 420 
4th Avenue, PO Box 
117, Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 

Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than September 
2, 2022, and any 
claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE 
& CHADWICK, 
Attorneys for VIRGINIA 
L. BOHANNON, 
Independent 
Administrator of the 
Estate of JENNIE 
L. BOHANNON, 
deceased
No. 0302 (Mar. 2, 9, 16)

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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Community Unity

2020-2021
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our 
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently 
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of 
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in 
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent 
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas 
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only 
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By 
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.

1

5

9

2

6

3

74

8
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Illinois Kids Wrestling Federation

SPORTS
Junior Hubs grapple at IKWF Sectional tourneys

Five Rochelle-area wrestlers qualify for state championship meet
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Eight 
athletes from the Rochelle 
Wrestling Club battled in the 
IKWF Rochelle Sectional 
tournament on Saturday. 
Benjamin Morris (2-0) 
earned the 125 Interme-
diate Division sectional 
title while Novice Division 
wrestlers Zachary Johnson 
(3-1) and Brandin Kirk 
(2-1) each took third in 
their respective brackets to 
clinch berths in the IKWF 
State Championship meet. 
The state meet will begin 
on Friday, March 11 at the 
BMO Harris Bank Center 
in Rockford.

Johnson finished third 
in the 100 Novice Division 
bracket, winning by fall 
over Sycamore’s Aiden 
Gemberling in the quarter-
finals before conceding a 
17-2 technical fall against 
Richmond’s Wyatt Franck-
owiak in the semifinals. 
Johnson rallied with a fall 
over Byron’s Cael O’Horo 
in the consolation semifinals 
and a 4-3 decision over 
Rockton’s Evan Musil in 
the third-place match.

Kirk bounced back after 
a quarterfinal loss against 
Carpentersville’s Jesus 
Reyes Jr. in the 154 Novice 
Division bracket. After con-
secutive consolation-round 
byes, Kirk scored a 3-0 deci-
sion over Belvidere’s Caleb 
Gallano before notching a 

first-period fall over Polo’s 
Ethan Dewey.

Morris won back-to-
back matches to earn the 
125 Intermediate Division 
title. Morris won by fall 
over Harvard’s Aydan Rojas 
and earned an 8-2 decision 
over Belvidere’s Brian 
Wadsworth.

Teddy Millard (2-1) took 
second in the 64 Intermedi-
ate Division bracket. Mil-
lard received a first-round 
bye before scoring a 12-4 
major decision over Al-
gonquin’s Max Jasso and 
edging Crystal Lake’s Nico 
Esche with a 7-3 decision. 
Millard conceded a 3-0 
decision to Crystal Lake’s 
Anthony Zalud in the finals. 
Tony Milburn (0-2) finished 
fourth in the 103 Senior 
Division bracket.

Other Rochelle Wres-
tling Club athletes par-
ticipating in the sectional 
include Intermediate Di-
vision wrestlers Braxton 
Rosenthal (0-2), Quentin 
Ansteth (0-2) and Garrett 
Miller (1-2), who earned a 
10-1 major decision over 
Durand’s Penelope Ander-
son for his lone win of the 
meet.

nWo
Three Rochelle wrestlers 

competing for the nWo 
Wrestling Club battled in 
the IKWF Rock Island 
Sectional on Saturday and 
earned berths in the IKWF 
State Championship meet. 

The IKWF Sectional Series tournaments were held this past weekend, with five Rochelle-area wrestlers 
qualifying for the IKWF State Championship in Rockford. Zachary Johnson and Brandin Kirk (left) will 
compete at the state meet as well as Roman Villalobos, Aidan Lopez and Brendan Voight (right).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Senior Division athletes 
Roman Villalobos (2-0), 
Brendan Voight (3-0) and 
Novice Division athlete 
Aidan Lopez (3-1) will also 
compete at the state meet 
beginning Friday, March 
11 in Rockford.

Villalobos won the 164 

Senior Division sectional 
title with back-to-back 
fall victories over Peoria’s 
Jordan Bair and Peoria’s 
Austin Webb. Voight went 
unbeaten to win the 144 
Senior Division sectional 
title, defeating Manito’s 
Kaleb McGlothlin with a 

22-5 technical fall in the 
quarterfinals before scoring 
a 12-0 major decision over 
Yorkville’s Tyler Gleason 
in the semifinals and earn-
ing a 6-3 decision against 
Geneseo’s Malaki Jackson 
in the finals.

Lopez placed second 

in the 80 Novice Division 
bracket, cruising with a 
16-1 technical fall over 
Morton’s Ryan Schelkopf 
and outlasting Pekin’s Lin-
coln Hawkins with an 8-6 
sudden victory in the semi-
finals before falling against 
LaSalle’s Griffin Kellett.

RTHS Track & Field

Rochelle athletes gearing up for indoor season
Several upperclassmen returning for Hub and Lady Hub varsity teams

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — CO-
VID-19 presented several 
challenges for the Rochelle 
Lady Hub track and field 
team this past season, 
most notably a small roster 
that prevented head coach 
Alison Vrana from filling 
some events at the varsity 
level. With activities re-
turning to normal and the 
2021-22 season underway, 
Rochelle has already more 
than doubled its roster size 
from last season.

The Lady Hubs will 
also have the opportunity 
to compete indoors once 
again, with the Sycamore 
Invitational scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 8. Ro-
chelle will look to build on 
its achievements from this 
past season, which includ-
ed a sixth-place finish at 
the Interstate 8 Conference 
Championship meet and a 
seventh-place finish in the 
IHSA 2A Plano Sectional. 
“It’s really nice to have a 
normal year with normal 
numbers,” Vrana said. “We 
have around 30 girls on the 
team and I think we did a re-
ally good job of recruiting 
athletes to come out. We 
have a lot of new freshmen 
and even though we have 
some returning athletes 
back this season, I feel like 
we’re starting fresh. I’m 
looking forward to having 
a deeper team and filling a 
full lineup.”

Rochelle will have a 
core group of seniors re-
turning this spring includ-
ing state-qualifying high 
jumper Teagan Meyers, 
who will also lead the 
Lady Hubs in the sprints 
and sprint relays. Senior 
Liberty Hayes and sopho-
more Alivia Henkel return 
as leading sprinters, while 
senior Sara Johnson and 
junior Yuelma Ortiz are 

expected to lead Rochelle 
in the distance events.

“I’m looking for our 
team to be strong in the 
200-meter, 400-meter and 
some 800-meter events,” 
Vrana said. “I think we’ll 
have some strong relay 
teams and some strong 
individual events that we 
weren’t able to do last 
season because we didn’t 
have the numbers. We’ve 
lost some good throwers 
over the last few years but 
we have some young kids 
who are really promising.”

After not having an in-
door meet this past season, 
Rochelle will compete in 
several this spring includ-
ing the Byron Indoor Pre-
view on Saturday, March 
12. The Lady Hubs will 
also return to a full outdoor 
schedule that features the 
annual Ogle County In-
vitational. Vrana said the 
team’s biggest goals for the 
season will be returning to 
the basics and maintaining 
the roster.

“We had only 13 girls 
who were active members 
of the track team last sea-
son,” Vrana said. “I want 
to continue building the 
program I was building 
before COVID-19 hap-
pened and I want to con-
tinue building our culture 
so girls are coming back 
every season. I’m looking 
forward to seeing the girls 
competing again and I’m 
excited that we’ll have an 
indoor season. I think the 
indoor season allows me to 
figure out what our girls are 
good at and we’re able to 
experiment with different 
lineups so we have a much 
better idea of what we can 
do before we get outside.”

Boys
The Rochelle Hub varsi-

ty track and field team saw 
multiple athletes finish just 
short of reaching the IHSA 

State Championship meet 
this past season. With ac-
tivities returning to normal 
after a condensed 2020-21 
season, head coach Dale 
Bergeson and the Hubs 
have high hopes that at least 
a few returning athletes will 
make the trip to the state 
meet this season.

Rochelle will beg the 
indoor season at the Byron 
Indoor Preview on Satur-
day, March 12. The Hubs 
are seeking to build on their 
sixth-place performance 
at the Interstate 8 Confer-
ence Championship meet 
and their 10th-place finish 
in the IHSA 2A Rochelle 
Sectional meet.

“We have a bigger team 
than we had last year and 
we have some returning 

seniors who we’re expect-
ing great things from,” 
Bergeson said. “We’ve 
gained quite a few juniors 
who weren’t on the team 
last season and I’m excited 
to see what they can do 
for us. I think we’ll have a 
chance to compete in mul-
tiple events at the sectional 
meet which will be huge for 
our program.”

The Hubs will feature 
top-3 sectional finishers in 
the field events from last 
season including senior 
thrower Zach Sanford and 
senior high-jumper Ryan 
Simmons. Junior Hayden 
Inman returns in the pole 
vault, while junior Ethan 
Bergeson could be a break-
out performer in the pole 
vault and hurdles. Senior 

Michael Ramsey returns as 
one of the team’s leading 
sprinters.

“We’re usually very 
strong in the high jump 
and I think we’ll have a 
lot more speed in the long 
jump and triple jump this 
season,” Bergeson said. “I 
think we’ll be able to put 
together a strong 400-meter 
and 800-meter relay team 
this season as well. We’re 
a little thin in the distance 
events right now, but we 
do have some freshmen 
and sophomores who could 
break out for us.”

The Hubs will close out 
the indoor season with the 
Gary Egler Invitational in 
Sycamore on Wednesday, 
March 16 and the Sterling 
Invitational on Saturday, 

March 19. Rochelle will 
return to a full outdoor 
schedule as well which 
will include the annual 
Ogle County Invitational. 
Bergeson said the Hubs 
will be striving for a top-4 
finish in the Interstate 8 
this season.

“We always want to 
take as many guys to the 
state meet as we can and I 
think we’ll have the chance 
to do that this season,” 
Bergeson said. “I think 
we’ll be competitive in 
our conference, which is 
always challenging with 
teams like Sycamore and 
Kaneland. I’m hoping we 
can have at least four events 
at the state meet and we 
were just short of reaching 
that mark last season.”

Seniors Michael Ramsey (left) and Liberty Hayes (right) are two of the leading sprinters returning to the 
Rochelle Hub and Lady Hub varsity track and field teams this season.
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