
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • PAGE 1WEDNESDAY, JAN. 2, 2019

WEDNESDAY

71 52
HIGH

KNOW IT 
TODAY

Drainage project 
approved
The Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District 
Board approved a drain-
age project at Tilton Park. 
Page 3

WEATHER

LOW

• JAMES HERBERT 
BIRCHALL 
 
                         See page 4

OBITUARIES

• ALDI
• FARM & FLEET 
 

INSERTS

Local News.............2, 3, 5, 8
Obituaries............................4
Opinion................................6
Community.........................7

INSIDE

MIDWEEK EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Lady Hub track 
athletes qualify 
for state meet 
                   SEE SPORTS

RTHS board 
ratifies CBA 
with teachers 
                      PAGE 2

THURSDAY

82 54
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

78 56
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

58 45
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

Vol. 103 • No. 6

1381 N. 7th St. Suite A
815-562-5207

LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                           WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2022                        $1

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

200 S. Steward Road
815-562-2135

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS

Brent Ohlinger
Community President

NMLS#454385

David Eckhardt
Vice President/Loan Officer

NMLS#454387

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38
ROCHELLE 

firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
About $10,000 in dam-
age resulted from a garage 
fire at a home in the Flagg 
Center area on Monday 
afternoon, Rochelle Fire 
Department Chief Dave 
Sawlsville said. There 
were no injuries and the 
homeowner will not be 
displaced.

The Rochelle Fire De-
partment and all Ogle-Lee 
Fire Protection District 
Departments (Steward, 
Hillcrest, Flagg Center 
and Creston) responded 
just after 2 p.m. to the fire 
at 11169 E. Oak Court. 

Sawlsville said the 
homeowner arrived home 
and her garage door open-
er wouldn’t work. She 
went inside and smelled 
smoke from what was a 
fire that started in the at-
tached garage.

Fire department per-
sonnel took a hose in 
through the front door 
because the garage door 
wouldn’t open. 

“There wasn’t anyone 
home, so we didn’t have 

No injuries after Flagg Center garage fire
About $10,000 in damage from Monday afternoon blaze

About $10,000 in damage resulted from a garage fire at a home in the Flagg Center area Monday afternoon, 
Rochelle Fire Department Chief Dave Sawlsville said.

to worry about getting 
people out,” Sawlsville 
said. “It would’ve been a 
different story if she hadn’t 
come home at that time 
or had even gotten home 

15-20 minutes later. The 
fire would’ve gotten to 
the attic and spread from 
there.”

Firefighters eventually 
had to cut through the 

garage door to work in 
the area. 

“We’re still investi-
gating the cause of the 
fire,” Sawlsville said. “It 
seemed like it started in 

the back left corner of the 
garage. We were probably 
on-scene for an hour. We 
had to sift through every-
thing in the garage to make 
sure the fire was out.” 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

This story is the first of 
a monthly series featuring 
administration, officers 
and dispatchers of the Ro-
chelle Police Department. 

ROCHELLE — Of-
ficer Cassie Rogers of the 
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment is a patrol officer on 
day shift. She’s also a cer-
tified car seat technician. 

Rogers has been with 
the department for nine 
years, seven of which were 
spent as a 911 dispatcher 
before the past two as a 
police officer.

Her responsibilities as a 
police officer include de-
terring crime and assuring 
the community through 
her presence, patrolling 
the city and monitoring 
activities. 

See ROGERS page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Friday, the City of Rochelle 
and Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities held a celebration 
for their recently-complet-
ed $13.8 million electrical 
substation project at 1630 
Ritchie Court. 

The project broke 
ground a year ago in an 
effort to serve current 
customers and attract new 
industrial growth. The new 
substation will increase 
reliability for nearby in-
dustries and create the 
ability to have redundant 
feeds. This substation 
will also introduce a new 
voltage class for the city 
to be able to provide elec-
tricity to larger users and 
will be the first substation 
project split into two yards 
with the distribution yard 
owned and operated by 
RMU and the transmission 
yard owned and operated 
by ComEd.

In 2019, the city pur-
chased just over 16 acres 
for construction of the sub-
station to support growth 
in Rochelle’s southern 
corridor. Zekelman Indus-
tries, which will soon be 
opening next door to the 
substation in the former 
Nippon Sharyo buildings, 
will be one of the city’s 

Substation project complete
City officials celebrate $13.8 million electric facility

On Friday, the City of Rochelle and Rochelle Municipal Utilities held a celebration 
for their recently-completed $13.8 million electrical substation project at 1630 
Ritchie Court. Above, Mayor John Bearrows speaks to guests in attendance.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

largest power users. 
“This is an amazing 

project,” Rochelle Mayor 
John Bearrows said. “It 
takes care of not only our 
businesses today, but it 
also gives us expansion 
capabilities for the future. 
That’s one of the things the 
city has always been good 
about, looking forward and 
seeing what we’ll need in 
the future, not just today. 
This project will be the 
catalyst for not only cur-
rent service, but to promote 
expansion down the road.”

Bearrows called ComEd 

an “amazing partner to 
work with” on the proj-
ect, which came together 
over 18 months ahead of 
schedule amid supply chain 
and workforce shortages. 
The mayor thanked City 
Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh, 
City Attorney Dominick 
Lanzito, RMU Superinten-
dent of Electric Operations 
Blake Toliver and staff 
members for seeing the 
project through. 

“You all played a big 
part in this,” Bearrows said. 
“Everybody with the city 
really is a team. We don’t 

always agree, but we can 
reach a compromise that’s 
good for everybody. Thank 
you all for being here.”

The mayor spoke of 
the importance of having 
infrastructure in place to 
attract future businesses 
and growth. 

“This project is for 
today and for tomorrow,” 
Bearrows said. “And for 
decades. If somebody 
wants to come here, we 
have close to 1,000 acres 
that are shovel-ready.” 

See CITY page 8

Rogers in 
ninth year 
at RPD
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its Monday meeting, the 
Rochelle Township High 
School Board Education 
unanimously voted to rat-
ify a collective bargaining 
agreement with the RTHS 
Teachers Association. 

The agreement, which 
was already ratified by the 
teachers association May 6, 
is for four years. The board 
had been in negotiations 
with the teachers for the 
last month.

“I’d be remiss if I didn’t 
thank Mrs. Flanagan for 
her leadership for the 
teachers association,” Su-
perintendent Jason Harper 
said. “Negotiations can 
obviously be contentious 
or challenging at some 
points. This was never like 
that. It was really good dia-
logue both informally and 
formally. To you and your 
current leadership team and 
also the negotiations team, 
thank you.”

Retirees 
recognized

Harper, RTHS Principal 
Chris Lewis and the board 
recognized two teachers 
that will be retiring at the 

end of the school year: 
Kurt Wolter (production 
technology teacher) and 
Janice Prusator (Focus 
House teacher leader). 

Wolter has been “instru-
mental” in the progression 
of the RTHS technology 
department, Harper said. 
He’s helped with the theater 
department’s extracurric-
ular activities and taught 
dual credit classes in engi-
neering and drafting. 

“He has a strong rela-
tionship with Kishwaukee 
College, which has been 
important,” Harper said.  
“He’s done a great job 
building bridges to Kish 
and we’re very appreciative 
of that. He was a track and 
cross country coach when 
he got here in the 1990s. 
On behalf of myself and the 
board, I want to say thank 
you for your service here at 
RTHS and all the years you 
worked with our students.”

Wolter thanked the 
board for their support 
over his 29 years and called 
working in the community 
as a teacher an honor. He 
plans to continue to teach 
at Kishwaukee College 
in the fall and hopes to 
finish his second master’s 
degree at Northern Illinois 
University before working 
in something related to data 

RTHS board ratifies bargaining agreement with teachers
Retiring teachers Wolter, Prusator honored during meeting Monday evening

At its Monday meeting, the Rochelle Township High School Board Education unanimously voted to ratify a 
collective bargaining agreement with the RTHS Teachers Association. The agreement, which was already 
ratified by the teachers association May 6, is for four years. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

analysis. 
“It’s been just fantas-

tic working here in the 
building with the group of 
teachers we have,” Wolter 
said. “The administration 
has done a fantastic job 
lately of getting us through 
some very tough years. 

I’m looking forward to 
my future. It’s been a great 
place to work and I want to 
thank you all.”

Prusator has worked at 
Focus House for 31 years 
under the district umbrella 
with at-risk youth. Harper 
called her “a mainstay” 

at the facility and praised 
Prusator for her ability 
to navigate transitions in 
the program, especially in 
recent years. 

Three or four years ago, 
Focus House saw numbers 
drop and Prusator was the 
lone teacher in the building 

for a year before more 
teachers were brought 
back, Harper said. When 
that happened, she made 
sure the spirit, climate and 
culture at Focus House 
continued, he said. 

See RTHS page 5

OREGON — Serenity 
Hospice and Home will be 
holding their 30th Annual 
Jonathon Knodle Memorial 
Golf Play Day. This event 
honors the life of Jonathon 
Knodle, the son of Lynn 
and Doug Knodle, who 
died in 1990. 

He was cared for by 

Serenity Hospice (former-
ly Ogle County Hospice) 
in the final months of 
his life. Both Doug and 
Lynn became passionate 
volunteers for Serenity 
following his death, and 
Lynn is now the CEO. The 
golf play day has raised 
over $312,000 for Sereni-

ty Hospice & Home, helping 
it to provide the highest 
quality care to patients and 
their families.

The golf play day will be 
held on Saturday, June 18 
at PrairieView Golf Course, 
located at 7993 N. River 
Road, Illinois Route 72 
and German Church Road, 

Byron. Check-in begins at 7 
a.m. and the shotgun start is 
at 8 a.m. There will be a best 
ball scramble, on course 
contests, raffles and more.

People can register on-
line at ourfundraiser.events/
jdkgolfplayday. For more 
information, call Serenity 
at 815-732-2499. 

Serenity hosting memorial golf play day

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE —Ogle 
County Education Co-
operative Psychologist 
Chris Roberts was recently 
named the winner of the Illi-
nois Principals Association 
Certified Supported Per-
sonnel Leadership Award. 

While Roberts is a 
school psychologist for 
the OCEC, he’s spent most 
of his time at Rochelle 
Township High School for 
the past 15 years. 

“His wealth of experi-
ence and special education 
knowledge greatly benefit 

our staff, students, parents 
and district,” RTHS Prin-
cipal Dr. Chris Lewis said. 
“As new special education 
teachers have been added 
to the staff, Chris became 
a trusted resource to them 
for IEP support. As the 
building principal, most 
special education ques-
tions I have, go directly to 
him. His recommendations 
are highly-valued, well 
thought-out and usually the 
best decision for the district 
and, most importantly, the 
students and parents. I can’t 
think of a better person for 
this leadership award than 
Mr. Roberts.”

Roberts awarded

Ogle County Education Cooperative Psychologist 
Chris Roberts was recently named the winner of the 
Illinois Principals Association Certified Supported 
Personnel Leadership Award. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

May 29 ..................................................Defensive Handgun Techniques, 9am-3pm

June 11 & 12 ...........Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course, 8am-4pm both days

June 18 ...................Train a Teacher Day, 8am-12pm *proof of occupation required

June 19 ................................ Concealed Carry Permit Renewal, 9am-12pm, 3 hour

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

05
18

20
22

Teach Kids about 
Electrical Safety!

Some important lessons include:
• Water and electricity do not mix
• The only objects that go into
  outlets are electric plugs
• Never stick fingers or objects in
  electrical appliances
• Electric cords should be left alone

Local People Providing Local Services

815-562-4155
333 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle • www.rmu.net 01272019

Park board approves Tilton Park drainage project
BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its Monday meeting, the 
Flagg-Rochelle Commu-
nity Park District Board 
unanimously voted to 
move forward with a 
$19,965 drainage project 
at Tilton Park with Coun-
tryside Professional Land 
Services. 

Tilton Park, which 
houses the fields that Ro-
chelle Little League uses, 
has seen drainage issues 
with surface water on fields 
in the past. Countryside 
Managing Partner Dave 
Casey spoke at the meeting 
and said the idea of the 
project is to stop surface 
water from sitting on the 
fields for so long.  

“Clearly the park district 
has invested in this park for 
baseball and it’s certainly 
something we knew long 
ago was important to the 
community and this is 
just an addition to some 
of the earlier investments 
we’ve made,” Park District 
Executive Director Jackee 
Ohlinger said. “I think it’s 
important that we do it.”

Ohlinger said the work 
won’t begin until after the 
little league season ends. 
Following the drainage 
work, there’s potential that 
hard surface paths may be 
added to the complex. 

“There’s always been 
a plan to do the drainage 
and then potentially a hard 
surface that goes from the 

concessions area through 
the fields all the way to 
the little league field,” 
Ohlinger said. “That would 
probably be our next phase 
to look at is some sort of 
hard surface to connect 
everything.”

Director 
comments

During her director 
comments portion of the 
meeting, Ohlinger said 
work at Spring Lake Pool 
is in “full force.” The park 
district has been working 
to hire staff and prepare the 
facility for opening. There 
are tentative plans to open 
Spring Lake on June 4. 

“We’re having some 
work done on the slide and 
the climbing wall so they 
look great,” Ohlinger said. 
“We had someone come in 
to work on the pool drains. 
They’ll be coming back 
to get the pool ready to be 
filled in the next week.”

Ohlinger also said the 
park district was recent-
ly provided with recent 
round numbers from Fair-
ways Golf Course. 13,053 
rounds of golf were played 
in 2021, which looked 
similar to 2019 and 2018, 
she said. 

“We had 4,800 rounds 
of golf from Rochelle 
residents and about 4,200 
rounds from residents 
outside Rochelle,” Oh-
linger said. “I thought it 
was interesting that those 
numbers were that close. 

Executive Director Ohlinger: Spring Lake Pool scheduled to open June 4

At its Monday meeting, the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board unanimously voted to move 
forward with a $19,965 drainage project at Tilton Park with Countryside Professional Land Services. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Kishwaukee College will 
be using Fairways as its 
home course and there will 
be five different meets at 
Fairways this year. That’s 
great for the community 
and city.”

Park District Super-
intendent of Recreation 
& Fitness TC Hager said 
the Kickin’ It For a Cause 
kickball tournament held 
over the weekend in con-
junction with the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
went “really well.”

The event benefits the 

park district’s ENGAGE 
program to help with 
financial assistance for 
members of the commu-
nity to utilize park district 
programs, along with the 
chamber’s scholarship 
fund. 

“It was a really good 
event and went smoothly,” 
Hager said. “People had a 
lot of fun and we raised 
quite a bit of money for 
our ENGAGE program. 
Overall, we had nine teams 
and it was all positive 
comments from the com-

munity.”

Sealcoating
The board unanimously 

approved a contract with 
Wyatt Pavement for seal-
coating work this year in 
the amount of $16,818 that 
will take place in June. 

“We’re looking this year 
to do two basketball courts, 
the maintenance shop 
parking lot and driveway 
and Lake Sule,” Ohlinger 
said. “It’s a large amount 
of sealcoating. We’ll do 
the cracks, sealcoating and 

striping.”

Officers 
elected

The board elected its 
officers for the next year. 
Tim Hayden was elected 
board president, John 
Dobbs was elected vice 
president, BT Carmichael 
was elected secretary, Dale 
Wells was elected treasur-
er, Jodie Hart was elected 
assistant secretary and 
Joe Lenkaitis was elected 
assistant treasurer.

OREGON — Often 
overlooked but present 
in most homes are old, 
unused, expired and un-
needed prescription and 
over-the-counter (OTC) 
medications. Medications 
around the home can be 
abused, or be accident-
ly ingested. Flushing 
medications down the 
toilet can introduce these 
substances to our water 
supply, as water treatment 
facilities are not designed 
to handle this sort of water 
contamination. Sending 
medications to the landfill 
is discouraged as well, as 
the medications 
end up in the 
leachate (water 
which has come 
into contact with 
waste) and then 
poses a similar 
problem at the 
treatment plant as if the 
medications were flushed 
down the toilet.

In Ogle County, there 
is an ongoing program 
to collect unwanted pre-
scription drugs, so that 
they do not fall into the 

wrong hands and are dis-
posed of properly. Police 
departments in Byron, 
Forreston, Mt. Morris, 
Oregon, Polo and Ro-
chelle, as well as the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office in 
Oregon, have permanent, 
secure drop-off boxes so 
residents can properly 
dispose of their unwanted 
medications. The drop-off 
boxes at the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office, as well 
as the drop-off box at the 
Polo Police Department, 
are available 24 hours a 
day, while the other police 
department locations are 

available during 
normal business 
hours. This is a 
free program for 
area residents. 
The drop box-
es provide Ogle 
County residents 

with a safe and convenient 
disposal program for pre-
scription and over-the-
counter medications.

Accepted items include 
all prescription and over-
the-counter medications, 
vitamins, supplements 

and pet medications. Place 
pills into a sealable plastic 
bag and place into drop 
box.  You may recycle 
the empty containers with 
your regular recycling 
material after removing 
the labels. For liquid 
medications or ointments, 
block out any personal 
information, place bottle 
into sealable plastic bag, 
and place bag into drop 
box. Items that are not 
accepted include needles 
or sharps, thermometers, 
aerosol cans, hydrogen 
peroxide and medicine 
from businesses or med-
ical facilities.

The drop boxes provide 
Ogle County residents 
with a safe and conve-
nient disposal program for 
prescription and over-the-
counter medications.  

The Ogle County Solid 
Waste Management De-
partment (OCSWMD) en-
courages residents to clean 
out medicine cabinets 
and closets of unwanted 
or expired medications. 
Doing so can prevent the 
medications from being 

How to dispose of unused medications in Ogle County
abused, or accidently 
ingested, and can help pro-
tect our water supply and 
the environment. If you 

have questions regarding 
this program, please call 
the OCSWMD at 815-
732-4020, visit www.

oglecounty.org, or you can 
contact the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office or your 
local police department.
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Malta Community 
Garage Sales 

Saturday, May 21, 2022, 
8 a.m. to ? 

(some sales start early on 
Thursday and Friday). 

Something for 
everyone usually 
over 40 sales! 

Come enjoy a day 
in Malta!
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ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

ROCHELLE — James 
Herbert Birchall, 88, of 
Rochelle, passed away 
Monday, May 16 at his 
home. He was born Sept. 
24, 1933 in Chicago, the 
son of Herbert and Eve-
lyn (Gross) Birchall. He 
married Juanita Brooks 
on Aug. 27, 1955. She 
preceded him in death in 
2002. Jim married Joan 
Love in February 2006 in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. Jim 
served in the United States 
Navy. He worked many 
years for the telephone 
company.

Jim is survived by his 
wife, Joan Love-Birchall, 
of Rochelle; children, 
Sandra (Terry) Ardoin of 
Salisbury, North Carolina 
and Jeffrey (Peggie) Bir-
chall of Ft. Myers, Florida; 

daughter-in-law, Tisa Bir-
chall Huddleston; grand-
children, Stephanie (Josh) 
Frick, Joni (Rich) Luciano, 
Catherine Ardoin, Julia 
Birchall, Noah Birchall, 
Levi Birchall, and Al-
ana (Bailey) Buckner; 
five great-grandchildren; 
brother, Robert Davis of Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana; step-chil-
dren, Scott (Sharon) Love 
and Vicky (Ken) Osborne; 
five step-grandchildren 
and nine step great-grand-
children. 

Jim is preceded in death 
by his father, Herbert 
Birchall; mother, Evelyn 
Birchall Davis; a son Philip 
Birchall; sister-in-law, 
Cindy Davis; and step-son, 
Brian Love.

Cremation care has 
been provided. Memorial 

visitation will be from 5-7 
p.m. on Thursday, May 19 
at Unger Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St. in 
Rochelle. Burial of cre-
mated remains will be held 
at Skyway Memorial Gar-
dens in Palmetto, Florida at 
a later date. Contributions 
in Jim’s memory may be 
directed to the family for 
a memorial to be estab-
lished. Please visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign 
the online guest book. 

Obituaries

James Herbert Birchall
Ogle County Sheriff’s Report

OREGON — On May 
13 at approximately 5 
p.m. deputies, Monroe 
Center Fire/EMS and 
Stillman Valley Fire/EMS 
responded to the intersec-
tion of East Illinois Route 
72 and the Interstate 39 
southbound off ramp for 
a two-vehicle accident. 
After investigation, it was 
determined that a red Jeep 
Patriot, driven by Mea-
gan Prosise, 22, of Davis 
Junction, was traveling 
westbound on East Illinois 
Route 72. A silver Chevro-
let Silverado pickup truck, 
driven by Aurelio Mascor-
ro-Arenas, 60, of Irving, 
Texas, was traveling south-
bound on the Interstate 39 
southbound off ramp. The 
silver Chevrolet failed to 
stop at the posted stop sign, 
at which time the red Jeep 
struck the Chevrolet near 
the rear driver side wheel, 
causing major damage to 
both vehicles. Prosise was 
accompanied by a juvenile, 
who was transported to 
Saint Anthony’s Hospital 
for minor injuries. Aure-
lio-Mascorro and passen-
ger, Maria Mascorro-Pa-
checo, 19, of Irving, Texas, 
were both transported to 
Saint Anthony’s Hospital 
for minor injuries. Aure-
lio-Mascorro was issued a 
citation for failure to stop 
at an intersection. 

On May 13 at 7:35 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to a two-vehicle accident 
in the 1,800 block of North 
Illinois Route 26. Through 
the course of the investiga-
tion, it was determined that 
a 2002 Chevrolet pickup 
truck driven by Difo C. 
Nunez, 58, of Freeport 
was traveling northbound 
on North Illinois Route 26. 
The blue Chevrolet lost 
control on the wet pave-
ment crossing the center 
line, striking a southbound 
2018 Chevrolet pickup 
truck driven by Kathleen 
I. Donaldson, 51, of Polo. 
The red Chevrolet then 
entered the west ditch, spun 
back onto the roadway, and 
then re-entered the west 
ditch facing northwest. 
Nunez was transported to 
KSB Hospital in Dixon 
for minor injuries by Polo 
EMS. Nunez was issued 
a citation for failure to 

Sheriff’s deputies respond 
to two-vehicle accident

reduce speed to avoid an 
accident. Deputies were as-
sisted on scene by the Polo 
Police Department and the 
Polo Fire Department.  

On May 13 at approxi-
mately 11:20 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 100. After brief 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Jesus Garcia, 24, 
of Rochelle for improper 
container of cannabis/
driver and an active Ogle 
County warrant. Garcia 
was also issued a citation 
for having an inoperable 
taillight. Garcia was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail, where he was released 
to correctional staff and 
held in lieu of bond.

On May 14 at 7:45 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to the intersection of North 
Baileyville Road and West 
Pit Road for a one-vehicle 
motorcycle accident. It was 
determined that the driver 
of the motorcycle, Richard 
E. Thompson III, 30, of 
Freeport had lost control 
of the motorcycle, exited 
the roadway and struck 
a tree. Thompson was 
arrested for DUI alcohol 
and transported to FHN 
Hospital in Freeport for 
moderate injuries by For-
reston EMS. Thompson 
was issued citations for 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle, expired 
registration, too fast for 
conditions, violation of li-
cense class first and second 
divisions and was released 
on a $3,000 I-Bond with a 
court date. Deputies were 
assisted on scene by the 
Forreston Police Depart-
ment and Forreston Fire 
Department/EMS.  

On May 14 at approxi-
mately 7:48 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 104. After brief 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Jasmine Alexander, 
22, of Aurora, for driving 
while license suspended. 
Alexander was also issued 
citations for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle 
and expired registration. 
Alexander was given an 
I-bond with a return court 
date later next month and 
released on scene.

On May 14 at approx-
imately 12:29 a.m. dep-
uties, along with Illinois 
State Police District 1 
Troopers, attempted to 
initiate a traffic stop in 
the 8,000 block of South 
Illinois Route 251. The 
vehicle fled from deputies 
and continued traveling 
northbound at a high rate 
of speed. Ogle Coun-
ty deputies continued to 
pursue the vehicle until 
reaching the city limits 
of Rockford, at which 
time deputies disengaged 
the pursuit. Illinois State 
Police District 16 Troop-
ers, Winnebago County 
Deputies and Rockford 
Police Officers were able 
to apprehend the vehicle 
and suspect, identified as 
Kyle Kirschbaum, 26, of 
Rockford, near Perryville 
Road just south of Guilford 
Road. Kirschbaum was 
transported to OSF Saint 
Anthony’s Hospital to be 
treated for his injuries after 

an accident involving his 
vehicle. The incident re-
mains under investigation. 

On May 15 at 6 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 9,000 block 
of North Pecatonica Road. 
As a result of the traffic 
stop, Candy M. Wendt, 31, 
of Rockford was arrested 
for driving on a suspended 
license. Wendt was also 
issued citations for expired 
registration and operating 
an uninsured motor vehi-
cle. Wendt was released on 
an I-Bond with a court date. 

On May 16 deputies 
arrested Steven Dodson, 
44, of Chana for domestic 
battery. Dodson was held 
in lieu of bond at the Ogle 
County Jail. 

On May 17 deputies 
arrested Tykee McDonald, 
22, of Rockford for an Ogle 
County failure to appear 
warrant and for driving on a 
suspended driver’s license. 
McDonald was arrested by 
deputies on North Mulford 
Road after being stopped 
for speeding. McDonald 
was transported to the jail 
for the warrant and issued  
an individual bond for the 
traffic offenses. 

Click It or Ticket
The Ogle County Sher-

iff’s Office announced 
Tuesday that it is stepping 
up enforcement for the 
Memorial Day “Click It 
or Ticket” campaign from 
May 13-31 and reminds 
motorists to buckle up. 
“Click It or Ticket” focuses 
on safety education and 
law enforcement support 
to save lives.

“Seat belts have proven 
to be one of the best ways 
to save your life in a crash,” 
Ogle County Sheriff Brian 
VanVickle said. “Unfor-
tunately, many still don’t 
buckle up. Worse yet, not 
wearing a seat belt is a habit 
that can be passed on to 
younger generations who 
follow the example set by 
their elders.”

Memorial Day weekend 
marks the unofficial start of 
summer, a popular time for 
traveling to visit family and 
friends. Whether you are 
traveling down the block 
or across the country, make 
sure you buckle up every 
time. Wearing a seat belt 
can reduce the risk of fatal 
injury by 45 percent. Seat 
belts save lives every day, 
but they are only effective 
if they are used.

While Illinois currently 
has a 93.5 percent seat 
belt use compliance rate, 
unbelted occupants still 
account for more than half 
of those killed in motor ve-
hicle crashes. The simple 
click of a seat belt could 
save thousands of lives 
each year. 

The “Click It or Ticket” 
campaign is administered 
by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation with fed-
eral highway safety funds.

Rochelle Police Report

ROCHELLE — On 
May 12 at 7:27 p.m. De-
ion M. Commack, 26, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
obstructing a peace officer 
and possession of drug par-
aphernalia. He was released 
on an I-Bond and given a 
June 10 Ogle County court 
date.

On May 13 at 3:07 
p.m. Patience M. Dicky, 
29, of Rochelle was cited 
for failure to yield - stop 
intersection. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a June 17 Ogle 
County court date.

On May 13 at 3:51 p.m. 
Anthony P. Bourdreau. 63, 
of Rochelle was arrested for 
driving while license sus-
pended. He was released on 
an I-Bond and given a June 
17 Ogle County court date.

On May 13 at 10:59 p.m. 
Enrique A. Vazquez Jr., 29, 
of Rochelle was arrested on 
an outstanding Ogle County 
warrant and transferred.

On May 14 at 1:32 
p.m. Kostadin Cuca, 65, 
of Loves Park was cited 
for failure to yield – stop 
intersection. He signed a 

promise to comply and was 
given a June 17 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 14 at 2:20 
p.m. Jimmie Rhodes, 69, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On May 14 at 6:40 p.m. 
Kimberly Crisp, 56, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for retail 
theft. She was released on 
an I-Bond and given a June 
17 Ogle County court date. 

On May 16, Jose M. 
Gomez Silva, 57, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for retail 
theft. He was released on an 
I-Bond and given a June 17 
Ogle County court date. 

Officers make multiple arrests
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

May is National 
Pet Month! Call  
Tails today to ad 

a special member 
to your family!

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Kylo ______
 
Hello! I’m Kylo, and I’m hoping to find a 

home very soon. You see, I have some 
separation anxiety and as kind as the people at 

Tails are, this environment is just overwhelming for me. I 
promise I’ll be a good roommate! I am almost 2 years old, house 

trained, and used to going into my crate when my people are gone. I’ve 
lived with another dog before, too, although a meet-and-greet with your pet 
is always a good idea. My ideal home is a quieter environment where my 
people are around a lot. What can I say? I like having you around to pet me! 
Small children might be a little too much for me, but I think older kids are 
pretty fun. 
If you think you’re my perfect human, please come meet me soon! I am 
staying in a quieter area of the shelter, so please ask to see me. I’m ready to 
go home with you!
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
Using their swiveling ears like 

radar dishes, experiments 
have shown that dogs can 

locate the source of a sound 
in 6/100ths of a second.

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org
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Rogers also investigates 
crimes that occur and 
makes any apprehensions 
if need be, observes and 
respondes to various emer-
gency and non-emergency 
situations and follows poli-
cies and procedure set forth 
by the department and city. 

“My favorite part of 
my job is community 
policing,” Rogers said. 
“I enjoy being able to get 
out and be involved with 
the community and the 
people in it.” 

Rogers has wanted to 
be a police officer since 
the age of five.

“I had contact with of-
ficers on a few occasions 
as a child and they always 
seemed to come when 
times were rough,” Rog-
ers said. “Their presence 
always made a difference 
and made me feel safe and 
I want to be that comfort 
for this community in any 
way that I can be.”    

Rogers attended Ash-
ton-Frankl in  Center 
schools until her junior 
year in high school before 
transferring to Dixon, 
where she graduated from 

in 2009. She joined the 
Army National Guard in 
2007 as a cook and trained 
with the military police and 
was honorably discharged 
in 2015 with the rank of 
specialist. She earned 
an associate’s degree in 
criminal justice from Sauk 
Valley College.

Officer Rogers’ inter-
ests include hunting, fish-
ing, kayaking and working 
out and being healthy (she 
recently lost 40 pounds). 
She plays co-ed softball 
with the Oregon Park 
District. Spending time 
outside with her family is 
something she loves. She 
has an 11-year-old son and 
12-year-old stepdaughter 
with her wife of six years, 
who works as a physical 
education teacher for a lo-
cal school. The couple has 
two Labrador retrievers 
(one black and one brown) 
and two cats. 

Rogers was working as 
a dispatcher for RPD in 
2015 when the EF4 tornado 
hit just outside of town. 

“I’ll never forget the 
flood of 911 calls that 
were received that day,” 
Rogers said. “What is 
amazing about working 

ROGERS: RPD officer reflects on nine years in Rochelle

Officer Cassie Rogers of the Rochelle Police Department is a patrol officer on day shift. She’s also a certified 
car seat technician. Rogers has been with the department for nine years, seven of which were spent as a 911 
dispatcher before the past two as a police officer.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

situations like that is the 
teamwork that is involved 
in all aspects of emergency 
services. You become a 
giant family that would 

do anything for anyone.”  
In her time on patrol, 

Rogers has already earned 
a nickname in the com-
munity. 

“I have been told by 
members of the commu-
nity that they consider 
me ‘Officer Friendly,’” 
Rogers said. “I’ll accept 

that nickname because I 
would want anyone in this 
community to be able to be 
comfortable enough to ap-
proach me with anything.” 

From page 2

“Her colleagues talk 
about her being organized, 
flexible and the glue that 
holds Focus House to-
gether,” Harper said. “For 
what you’ve done in recent 
years, I’m very thankful. I 
want to thank you and your 
family for your service 
in the name of our most 
at-risk students here in 
Rochelle, in the county 
and beyond.”

Prusator called her work 

at Focus House “wild fun” 
for 31 years. 

“When Doug Creason 
came to me and said he had 
a position for me, I thought 
he was lying,” Prusator 
said. “Because it’s what I 
had always dreamt of when 
I went back to school. I 
didn’t think it was possi-
ble, but it was, and here it 
is. It’s a work of heart, like 
all teaching. It’s been fun. 
Thank you.”

RTHS Board President 
Tom Huddleston thanked 

Wolter and Prusator for 
their work ahead of their 
retirements. 

“I don’t think it gets 
more important than what 
the two of you have done 
for this school,” Hud-
dleston said. “Our great-
ness comes from within, 
from teachers such as 
yourselves who have been 
here as long as you have 
and have been so tremen-
dously committed and 
dedicated to the school and 
the kids and the communi-

ty. We greatly enjoy your 
support and appreciate 
everything you’ve done 
for our school and we’ll 
never forget you.”

End of year
RTHS’s last regular 

day of attendance was 
Tuesday. Final exams run 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday. Graduation 
practice will take place 
Friday, May 27 at 10 a.m. 
and graduation will be 
outdoors weather-permit-

ting on Saturday, May 28 
at 10 a.m. 

“We will plan on it 
being outside at the sta-
dium,” Lewis said. “If 
it’s not good weather, 
we’ll do it inside the gym. 
We’ll make the decision 
early in the morning and 
make sure there’s proper 
communication. We won’t 
postpone it. People have 
parties planned and things 
to go to.”

Lewis also noted that 
RTHS summer school 

will start on Wednesday, 
June 1.

Personnel
The board unanimous-

ly approved personnel 
changes including the 
resignations of Hannah 
Busching (Spanish teach-
er, assistant speech coach 
and international club ad-
visor), McKayla Snedeker 
(mathematics teacher and 
assistant girls basketball 
coach) and Mark Lovell 
(athletic trainer). 

RTHS: Final exams for 2021-22 school year conclude Friday

On Saturday, local volunteers and members of the 
Red Cross came together to install 229 free smoke 

alarms for Rochelle families vulnerable to home fires 
during a Sound the Alarm event. The event was part 

of a national Red Cross initiative to install 50,000 
free smoke alarms in more than 50 at-risk communi-
ties across the country in May. Volunteers from the 
Rochelle Fire Department, Ogle-Lee Fire Protection 

District, the City of Rochelle and the rest of the com-
munity met at The REC Center before breaking into 
teams to cover the entirety of Rochelle. Home fire 

safety information was provided to residents as well. 

Sound the Alarm event held

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
What is your favorite food truck or mobile food vendor in the area?

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Festivals, Hickory Grove and daycare update
I hope this column finds everyone doing well 

and enjoying our first taste of spring for 2022. 
The past few months have been busy at the 

city, with numerous projects being completed and 
coming close to completion. Festivals are un-
derway with the planning for the summer and 
fall. It’s hard to believe we are talking about 
fall already, however, the planning for these 
festivals begins many months in advance of 
the events. 

Recently we celebrated Cinco De Mayo 
on Saturday May 7. I know the date was not 
actually on Cinco De Mayo, but the com-
mittee wanted to make sure there would be 
a full day of enjoyment for all. The weather 
was great, and the turnout was fantastic. If you didn’t 
get the opportunity to try the food there, you missed 
out. Many thanks go out to City Councilperson 
Rosaelia Arteaga and her entire committee for all the 
hard work they put in this to make it the success it 
was. 

On Friday, May 13, we had a ribbon cutting at the 
newly-built City of Rochelle substation. This project 
was completed at budget and on schedule. Taking 
into account the supply chain issues, price increases 
and the pandemic, this is an amazing accomplish-
ment. 

The project could not have come together with-

out the collaborative efforts by the city manager, 
city council, city attorney and the full cooperation 
between Rochelle Municipal Utilities and ComEd.  
I tip my hat to all that helped make this project a 

reality, for not only the current businesses 
that will benefit, but for future growth in the 
southeast corridor of our community. Great 
job to all. 

The Hickory Grove project is all but ready 
to send out RFPs (request for proposals) soon 
to see what the thoughts and plans are from 
developers. There are just a few cosmetic 
items to complete and then it is shovel ready. 
When the RFPs are returned, there will be a 
committee review to see what is the “best fit” 

regarding the site. Depending on the final plan, it 
may need to go before the Planning & Zoning Com-
mission, and then on to the full city council for final 
approval.  

Relative to the childcare facility, I am extremely 
happy to say there has been an offer made and ac-
cepted on the former daycare facility here in Ro-
chelle, that as of now, it is my understanding that 
it will reopen as a community daycare. I have been 
informed that the buyers have a target for the closing 
of the transaction of June 1. 

I have worked with numerous community stake 
holders to see this day come since the facility closed 

over two years ago. Our team knew this was a need-
ed missing link in our community for all our resi-
dents in need. Many thanks to those that helped with 
this over the past two plus years, to try to find a way 
to re-open. Now it appears that will finally happen. 

This past Saturday, May 14, the “Sound the 
Alarm” project was done in cooperation the Rochelle 
Fire Department, Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District, 
the American Red Cross and countless local vol-
unteers. This program’s goal was to install smoke 
detectors in the homes of those that had requested 
them and to minimize the risk of home fires. Every-
one did a great job and we should have final numbers 
of detectors installed soon.  

I continue to present my mayor’s update every 
Thursday following the city council meeting at 1 
p.m. on my mayor’s Facebook page subject to sched-
uling, and I continue to have guest speakers each 
time to bring in another view in various departments 
and items of concern for our citizens. Stay safe and 
enjoy the coming summer months filled with festi-
vals and events. 

 Remember: “Don’t worry about failures, worry 
about the chances you miss when you don’t even 
try.” 

John Bearrows is the mayor of the City of Ro-
chelle. 

FARMING is a chal-
lenging and sometimes 
dangerous business. 

Weather, machinery, logistics 
and livestock can cause difficul-
ties within a day’s work.

Yet these can pale next to 
the concerns and stress that a 
farmer carries inside. Farmers 
are among the most likely to 
die by suicide, compared with 
other occupations, according to 
a 2022 study by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
The study also found that suicide 
rates overall had grown by 40% 
in less than two decades.

A new support system is 
available to help the Illinois 
farming community. It’s as 
close as your phone. A helpline 
(1-833-FARM-SOS) will con-
nect farmers to health profes-
sionals and services as part of 
a new statewide program.

The Farm Family Resource 
Initiative (FFRI) is a joint 
program of Southern Illinois 
University School of Medicine 
and the Illinois Department of 

Agriculture. SIU’s Center for 
Rural Health and Social Ser-
vices Development has created 
a statewide network of resources 
to address the mental health 
needs of the farming and 
agricultural workforce. 
In addition to the 24-
hour helpline, farmers 
can now access free 
webinars, blogs and 
trainings on psycho-
logical signs of stress 
at the website siumed.
org/farm.

SIU Medicine con-
ducted a needs assessment in 
2020 that found two out of 
three Illinois farmers considered 
farm-related stress and mental 
health to be significant prob-
lems. In addition to the regular 
stresses of farm management, 
the pandemic has created labor 
and supply chain disruptions.

In 2021, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture received a 
$500,000 USDA grant that al-
lowed expansion of the FFRI’s 
pilot program. Part of that 

funding allowed the FFRI to go 
statewide. The remaining por-
tion went to the University of Il-
linois Extension for farm mental 
health programming. The SIU 

School of Medicine and 
University of Illinois 
Extension partner on 
many efforts.

Mental health profes-
sionals from Memorial 
Behavioral Health in 
Springfield staff the 
helpline. The counsel-
ors have both medical 
expertise and knowl-

edge of the factors that affect 
farming. The phone number is 
1-833-327-6767 (1-833-FARM-
SOS). A text option is available 
at the same number. Those 
who prefer to email can reach 
call center staff at FarmFami-
lyResourceHelpline@mhsil.
com. There are now counseling 
services available to those seek-
ing additional assistance. The 
website siumed.org/farm has 
new content and resources added 
regularly.

Please share this information 
with farmers and their loved 
ones who may benefit from 
it. They have friends here and 
across Illinois who want them 
to live well and prosper.

Established in 1970, SIU 
School of Medicine is based in 
Springfield and Carbondale and 
focused on the health care needs 
of downstate Illinois. It educates 
physicians to practice in Illinois 
communities and has graduated 
nearly 3,100 physicians since 
the first class in 1975.

Driving course
The Ogle County Farm Bu-

reau will be hosting a Defensive 
Driving Course on July 20 & 21 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Ogle 
County Farm Bureau Building, 
421 W Pines Rd., in Oregon. 
Both days must be attended to 
receive the certification. The 
registration fee of $10 covers 
course materials and lunch both 
days.

The course is open to people 
55 and older who are auto policy 

holders. Those completing the 
course may be eligible for a 
discount on their auto insurance.  

This program was developed 
by the National Safety Council 
and will be taught by Safety 
Specialist Doug Sommer of 
Pekin, Illinois. The course is 
very informative, entertaining 
and relevant to today’s driving 
environment and standards. An 
examination is not required to 
complete the course or receive 
certification.

Reservations are required 
and class size is limited. Call 
the Ogle County Farm Bureau 
at (815) 732-2231 to make 
your reservation or for more 
information.

This program is open only 
to farm bureau members and 
COUNTRY Financial insureds.

“I could tell that my parents 
hated me. My bath toys were a 
toaster and a radio.” -Rodney 
Dangerfield

Ron Kern is the manager of 
the Ogle County Farm Bureau. 

“Hicks BBQ and Ralfie’s 
BBQ. The food and service are 
wonderful.”

Denise Montgomery

“Golden K brats and hot dogs.”
Dennis Swinton

“Are we having another food 
truck day soon? I love every single 
food truck I’ve ordered from 
locally. My single most favorite 
item is the quesadilla from Oasis 
though!”

Lauri Hays

“Big D’s hot dogs.”
John Elliott

“Ralfie’s BBQ.”
Jennifer Roeglin Helfrich

“Al Pastor!”
Danielle Arredondo

“Hicks BBQ.”
Kim Lawson-Salsbury

“Oasis.”
Jennifer Heal

“Hicks BBQ and Catering.”
Becky Dickinson Moore

“Hicks BBQ.”
Katie Paulsen

“Ralfie’s and Hicks are great 
choices. They’re both some good 
cooking.”

Eric Paul

Farm-related stress and mental health

Ron Kern

John 
Bearrows
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

April 22 - Sherry Good, Rochelle, $25

April 23 - Jan Devore, DeKalb, $25

April 24 - Paula Heitter, Byron, $50

April 25 - Mildred Danekas, $25

April 26 - Mandy Tilton, Rochelle, $25

April 27 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

April 28 - Stephanie Williams, Rochelle, $25 
 
April 29 - Dr. Lonn, DeKalb, $25
 
April 30 - Jeff Fiegenschuh, Rochelle, $25

May 1 - Jeffrey Birr, Rochelle, $50

May 2 - Heather Fenwick, Broadhead, Wis., $25

May 3 - Kathleen Wayman, Oregon, $25

May 4 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

May 5 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

May 6 - David Cartwright, Rochelle, $25

May 7 - Christine Polz, Rochelle, $25

May 8 - Ben Weinstein, Rochelle, $50

May 9 - Anne Brodersen, Stillman Valley, $25

May 10 - Shane Peterson, Rochelle, $25

May 11 - Debbi Ramsey, Rochelle, $25

May 12 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

May 13 - Karen Kereven, Oregon, $25

May 14 - Romey Burgess, Steward, $25

May 15 - Jennifer Brown, Rochelle, $50

May 16 - Breynn Baiocco, Rochelle, $25

May 17 - Annabelle Duffy, Rochelle, $25

May 18 - Michelle Samano, Rochelle, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries

May 18
Arianna Thompson

May 20
Darrell & Beth Bolhous

May 21
Heather Floress

Heidi Bonilla
Brad & Kelly Arnold

May 22
John Gonzales

May 24
Katie Sherburne

Dave & Mary Helfrich
May 25

John & Kristi Gonzales
Harry & Valerie Rogers

May 27
Leland Hazlip

May 29
Tristan Perkins
Kathy Marchesi

May 19 – (Thursday) – Chicken Kabobs, Veggie Rice
May 20 – (Friday) – Pecan Crusted Tilapia, Baked 
Potato, Steamed Veggies, Dinner Roll 
May 24 – (Tuesday) – Lasagna, Salad, Garlic Bread
May 26 – (Thursday) – Pork Chops or Pork Medallions 
with Demi Glaze, Scallion Potato Cakes, Veggies 
May 31 – (Tuesday) – Spaghetti, Green Beans, Salad 
and Garlic Bread

June 5 – (Sunday Brunch) – Serving Time Changed to 
9 to 12 - Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Meat Omelets 
over Hash Browns, Fresh Fruit
If you would like to check before coming out, please 
call us at 815-561-9074 as we will put the menu 
on the answering machine. All menus subject to 
change.
Visit www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois State Police (ISP) 
is donating more than 
3,000 pieces of protective 
equipment, including body 
armor, ballistic face shields 
and ballistic helmets to 
help the Ukrainian citi-
zens enduring the Russian 

invasion. 
By U.S. standards, this 

equipment can no longer be 
used by ISP or any other law 
enforcement agency within 
Illinois. Most body armor 
in the U.S. has a standard 
five-year life span. How-
ever, it will still offer some 

protection to civilians, hu-
manitarian aid workers and 
others in the Ukraine. This 
surplus equipment must 
be disposed of if it is not 
donated to the Ukraine. ISP 
coordinated the donation 
with the Illinois National 
Guard, the United States 

Department of Homeland 
Security, the United States 
Department of Commerce 
and the United States De-
partment of State to trans-
port the equipment as well 
as ensure compliance with 
all federal and state laws 
and regulations.

ISP donating equipment to Ukraine

OGLE COUNTY — 
Alison E. Chaffee, 42, of 
Rochelle was a passenger 
in a vehicle stopped for 
an equipment violation on 
May 7 at 2:55 a.m. on 2nd 
Avenue and 2nd Street in 
Sterling and was charged 
with obstructing identifica-
tion and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Chaffee 
was released on an I-bond.

Vincent A. Henn, 25, 
of Oswego was stopped 
for speeding on May 8 
at 12:46 a.m. on Illinois 
Route 38 and Brookside 
Drive in Rochelle and was 
wanted on a Will County 
warrant for delivery of a 
controlled substance and 
possession of metham-

phetamine. Henn posted 
10% of the $7,500 bond 
and was released.

Acquinetta S. James, 
31, of Rockford, was 
stopped for improper win-
dow tint on May 12 at 
7:11 p.m. on Interstate 39 
southbound at milepost 
104 in Ogle County and 
was wanted on a DeKalb 
County warrant for battery. 
James was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail.

Dianna K. Tyler, 36, 
of Rockford, was stopped 
for improper use of the 
left lane on May 13 at 
1:08 a.m., on Interstate 
39 northbound at milepost 
106 in Ogle County and 
was charged with driving 

while license suspended. 
Tyler was released on an 
I-bond.

Miguel Rocha, 43, of 
Rochelle, was stopped 
for improper lighting and 
improper lane usage on 
May 15 at 12:20 a.m., on 
Illinois Route 38 East of 
Oak Court in Rochelle and 
was charged with driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol, improper lane usage, 
failure to dim headlights 
and no valid driver’s li-
cense. Rocha was released 
on an I-bond.

Issca L. Foreman, 32, 
of Maryland, was stopped 
on May 15 at 7:08 p.m., on 
Interstate 39 northbound at 
Illinois Route 38 in Ogle 

County after a routine reg-
istration check revealed the 
license plates were stolen. 
Foreman was charged with 
unlawful possession of 
stolen license/registration 
plates, obstructing identi-
fication and no insurance. 
Foreman was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail.

Indra B. Thapa, 28, of 
Madison, Wisconsin, was 
stopped for a registration 
violation on May 16 at 
7:54 p.m., on Interstate 
39 northbound at milepost 
108 in Ogle County and 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended 
and improper display of 
registration. Thapa was 
released on an I-bond.

State troopers issue several local arrests
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Learn more at 
kish.edu/register

Home for summer or a
Kish student? Taking summer
classes at Kish is a great way to get

a jump start on your coursework
to lighten your load this fall —

plus, you’ll save time and money!

Benefits of Summer
Classes at Kish:

• Quick Summer Schedules
• Flexible Online or
In-Person Learning

• Courses Transfer Easily

From page 1

“We have the power, 
sewer, water and every-
thing it takes. I’m very 
proud of that. I want to 
thank our city council 
for being exceptionally 
supportive. They want the 
community to be on track 
and to grow. This is a great 
project, and it will be the 
catalyst for many great 
things to come.”

Toliver called being able 
to pull the project together 
on time in the middle of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
uncertainty “a huge feat.” 
The new substation is the 
largest RMU has energized 
to date. He thanked project 
contractors BHMG Engi-
neers, Whittaker Construc-
tion and Morse Electric for 
their work. 

BHMG Project Manag-
er Jason Jackson said the 
substation will provide re-
liability to make sure RMU 
is known as a reliable power 
source. The city is planning 
to build another substation 
in coming years on the west 

side of town. 
“The electric depart-

ment puts reliability first, 
and that’s dedication,” 
Jackson said. “Existing cus-
tomers come first here. The 
team worked diligently. 
The supply chain is brutal, 
but the team did a great job 
of staying cool and working 
through the progress. I think 
it was a very successful 
project and I look forward 
to the next one.” 

Fiegenschuh said the 
new substation is a product 
of reinvesting in infrastruc-
ture being a key part of the 
city’s strategic plan. When 
he first started as city man-
ager over four years ago, he 
was informed of the need 
for a new substation and it 
became a priority. 

“This is a product of 
cooperation between the 
city and ComEd, our mayor 
and city council and the new 
industries that are coming 
to town and the current 
ones,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“I’ll see you all in two years 
when we build our next 
substation.”

CITY: Celebration held for completed substation project

The City of Rochelle’s $13.8 million substation project broke ground a year ago in an effort to serve current 
customers and attract new industrial growth. The new substation will increase reliability for nearby industries 
and create the ability to have redundant feeds. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

On May 2, the Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H club met at Holcomb Huber Feed for a tour. 
Club members learned many things including how the facility mixes and bags the 

feed. For information on joining the Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H Club, please contact 
Trisha Vaughn at (815) 751-6667.  

Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H club tours Hueber Feed

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS REGIONAL MEDALISTS 
 
Rochelle-area wrestlers compete at 2022 
Northern Plains Regional Championships. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Girls Track

Trio advances to Charleston
Henkel, Meyers & Hayes qualify for 2022 IHSA State Championship meet

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity track and field team finished fifth in the IHSA 2A Genoa-Kingston Sectional on 
Friday. Three athletes including Alivia Henkel, Teagan Meyers and Liberty Hayes (left to right) qualified for the 
IHSA State Championship meet at Eastern Illinois University this Thursday through Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Boys Tennis

Hubs finish second at Interstate 8 Conference meet
Four Rochelle netters earn medals including doubles champs Haas, Wanner

The Rochelle Hub varsity tennis team took second in the Interstate 8 Conference Championship meet on Saturday. Above from left to right 
are Alex Gilbert, Owen Haas, Nolan Fonfara, John Green, David Wanner, Peter Forsberg, Devansh Patel and Jason Zheng.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ju-
niors Owen Haas and David 
Wanner thrive on setting 
each other up for success 
in doubles tennis. The two 
teammates showcased their 
growing chemistry on the 
court Saturday afternoon, 
when Rochelle hosted the 
Interstate 8 Conference 
Championship.

Entering the tournament 
as the No. 2 seed in the No. 
1 doubles bracket, Haas and 
Wanner battled through two 
three-set matches, outlast-
ing opponents from Ottawa 
and LaSalle-Peru to win the 
conference title and lead 
the Hubs to second place 
as a team. The doubles 
duo secured a hard-earned 
victory in the semifinals, 
overcoming a close first-
set loss and dominating 
the second and third sets to 
beat Ottawa’s Will Goetz 
and Logan Goetsch 6-7(3), 
6-2, 6-4.

“It feels great because 
we’ve put in a lot of hard 
work and we’ve really got-
ten better,” Wanner said. 
“It’s very satisfying to 
come out with a win today. 
I feel like Owen and I set 
each other up well because 
when I’m serving, Owen’s 
putting away all of the lobs. 
When Owen’s serving, 
I’m able to put away their 

lobs. It’s a huge confidence 
booster as we get ready for 
the sectional.”

Haas and Wanner faced 
LaSalle-Peru’s Joe Pohar 
and Andrew Bollis, who de-
feated the Rochelle combo 
during the regular season, 
for the conference title on 
Saturday. After dropping the 
first set once again, Haas and 
Wanner found their rhythm 
with a second-set sweep 
before building a 4-1 lead 

in the third set. A resilient 
effort from Pohar and Bollis 
saw the Cavalier duo break 
Haas and Wanner twice to 
slip ahead 5-4 with a chance 
to potentially seal the win.

But behind strong first 
serves and smart plays at the 
net, Haas and Wanner navi-
gated through the remainder 
of the match, winning three 
straight games to clinch the 
conference championship 
at No. 1 doubles. The two 

will look to continue their 
recent success when the 
Hubs host the IHSA 1A 
Rochelle Sectional, which 
runs from Friday, May 20 
through Saturday, May 21.

“I can’t stop smiling,” 
Haas said. “LaSalle-Peru 
had a really good team and 
I’m excited that we pulled 
out the win. I think David 
and I have very similar play 
styles and we’re a lot like 
brothers. We argue some-

times, but we joke around 
with each other as well. I 
knew we wouldn’t have a 
chance like this again and 
I didn’t want to let anyone 
down, especially my partner 
David.”

Rochelle scored 23 
points to finish second out 
of five teams in the confer-
ence tournament. Senior 
Jason Zheng medaled in 
second at No. 2 singles, 
cruising over Morris netter 

Brandon Maffit 6-2, 6-1 
before conceding an 0-6, 
5-7 loss against Ottawa’s 
Sebastian Cardenas. 

Senior Alex Gilbert me-
daled in third at No. 1 
singles, opening the tour-
nament with a 5-7, 6-7(5) 
loss against Ottawa’s Adam 
Gross before downing Mor-
ris netter Brandon Temme 
6-1, 6-1. 

See HUBS page 8

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021 90 Days Same as Cash Tue-Fri 9am-4:00 • Sat 9am-1pm • Closed Sun & Mon

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 10
16

20
19HUB CITY FURNITURE

Monkeys a little rough 
on your furniture?

Come see us!

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

GENOA — Alivia 
Henkel’s last race in the 
300-meter hurdles saw 
her take a tumble near 
the beginning of the back 
straightaway that left sev-
eral cuts and scrapes on her 
back. Friday’s IHSA 2A 
Genoa-Kingston Sectional 
was a far different story, 
with Henkel clearing every 
obstacle and blazing past 
the field to win the event 
and earn her first trip to 
the IHSA State Champi-
onships.

Henkel hadn’t run the 
300-meter hurdles in un-
der 48 seconds before the 
sectional, but that changed 
Friday evening, when the 
speedy sophomore clocked 
in at a personal-record time 
of 46.69 seconds, beating 
Kaneland runner-up Ol-
ivia Pastovich by nearly 
two seconds. Henkel will 
be one of three athletes 
who will represent the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
track and field team at the 
IHSA State Champion-
ships, which will begin at 
Eastern Illinois University 
next Thursday.

“I’ve been really ex-
cited for this meet and I 
had been anticipating this 
meet for a while,” Henkel 

said. “It means a lot to me 
to earn the chance to go 
to state and compete with 
my senior teammates. I’ve 
been working a lot on my 
form during practice and I 
think that was the biggest 
key for me today. It’s a 
huge confidence booster 
and I’m hoping to do the 
best I can at state.”

Senior Liberty Hayes 
will join Henkel at the 
state meet next weekend. 
Hayes, who entered the 
sectional meet seeded 
seventh in the 100-meter 
dash, found her stride early 
and closed out a second-
place performance with a 
time of 13.53 seconds to 
secure her first-ever berth 
in the state meet. Hayes 
is the first 100-meter dash 
state qualifier for the Lady 
Hubs since Macey Ryan, 
who won the sectional title 
during the 2019 season 
despite being seeded fifth.

“I feel really good about 
advancing to state because 
I know the sectional won’t 
be my last meet ever,” 
Hayes said. “I was really 
nervous before the race, 
but I was really excited 
afterward. I had no idea 
what to expect before the 
race, but I knew I had to 
do my best.” 

See STATE page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

HUB SPOTLIGHT

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

WISCONSIN DELLS, Wis. —  Several 
Rochelle-area athletes competed in the 2022 
USA Wrestling Northern Plains Regional 
Freestyle and Greco-Roman Wrestling 
Championships at the Woodside Dome this 
past weekend. Three Rochelle Township 
High School athletes including Kaiden 
Morris, Xavier Villalobos and Tommy Tour-
dot recorded at least one top-6 finish and 
qualified for the 2022 USA Wrestling 16U 
& Junior National Championships in Fargo.

Freestyle
Nehemiah Andronic took second in the 

8U 56-62 Division with a 1-1 record, scoring 
an 18-6 technical fall against Minnesota’s 
Jacob Skapyak in the second round. Brenden 
Voight finished third in the 14U 149 Division 
with a 3-1 record, defeating Wisconsin’s 
Colten Schultz with a 9-6 decision before 
falling against Illinois’ Eli Larson in the 
quarterfinals. Voight won three consecutive 
wrestlebacks over Illinois’ Corey Robinson 
(13-2 technical fall), Illinois’ Rodrigo Sa-
linas (12-1 technical fall) and Wisconsin’s 
Brock Schmidt (15-4 technical fall) for 
third place.

Roman Villalobos placed second in the 
14U 165 Division with a 3-1 record, taking 
down Illinois’ Lonnez Smith (10-0 techni-
cal fall), Wisconsin’s Ryder Zdanczewicz 
(11-0 technical fall) and Wisconsin’s Niko 
DeZiel (19-8 technical fall). Tommy Tourdot 
finished 0-2 in the 16U 113 Division and 
Xavier Villalobos went 2-2 in the 16U 120 
Division with victories over Minnesota’s 
Zachary Davidson (10-0 technical fall) and 

Illinois’ Carson Weber (3:34 fall). 
Kaiden Morris finished first in the 16U 

220 Division with a 4-0 record. Morris 
scored a 10-0 technical fall over Wiscon-
sin’s Benjamin Helminski before downing 
Nebraska’s Gurrola Kastens with a 14-4 
technical fall in the quarterfinals. Morris 
secured the title with a 14-3 technical fall 
over Illinois’ Mason Randall and a 10-7 
decision against Wisconsin’s Wade Kippers.

Greco-Roman
Nehemiah Andronic took second in the 

8U 62-64 Division. Roman Villalobos fin-
ished first in the 14U 165 Division with a 
1-0 record, defeating Illinois’ Lonnez Smith 
with an 8-0 technical fall. 

Tommy Tourdot placed fifth in the 16U 
113 Division with a 3-2 record. Tourdot 
opened the tournament with back-to-back 
8-0 technical falls over Minnesota’s Spencer 
Lee and Illinois’ Joseph Young before losses 
against Minnesota’s Gabriel Cohn in the 
semifinals and Minnesota’s Carter Kather-
man in the consolation semifinals. Tourdot 
clinched the fifth-place finish in the division 
with a 2:34 fall victory over North Dakota’s 
Nicolas Enzminger. 

Xavier Villalobos took fifth in the 16U 
120 Division with a 4-2 record. Villalobos 
scored an 8-0 technical fall over Min-
nesota’s Zachary Davidson in the second 
round before conceding a 6-2 decision to 
Illinois’ David Ogunsanya in the quarter-
finals. Villalobos won three wrestlebacks, 
edging Illinois’ Jerren Gille with an 11-8 
decision and earning an injury default over 
Illinois’ Wyatt Medlin before taking down 
Minnesota’s Chase Smith by 10-2 technical 
fall in the fifth-place bout.

Local wrestlers shine at 
Northern Plains Regionals

Several Rochelle area wrestlers competed in the 2022 USA Wrestling Northern Plains 
Regional Freestyle and Greco-Roman Championships this past weekend. Above 
from left to right are coach Brian Andronic, Nehemiah Andronic, coach Nelson Baker, 
Tommy Tourdot, coach Alphonso Vruno, Kaiden Morris and Xavier Villalobos. 

(PHOTO BY MARA BAKER)
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SPORTS
From page 1

“I thought I was mental-
ly prepared to race against 
some of the toughest ath-
letes and I thought they 
pushed me throughout the 
race. I’m happy that I’ll be 
sharing the state experience 
with my teammates.”

Rounding out the Lady 
Hub trio of state qualifiers 
Friday evening was senior 
Teagan Meyers, who won 
the sectional title in the high 
jump with a clearance of 
1.60 meters. Meyers went 
head-to-head with Syca-
more’s Karissa Clawson, 
who finished second on 
Friday after edging Mey-
ers for the title during the 
Interstate 8 Conference 
Championships earlier this 
week.

“She was seeded above 
me at the sectional meet last 
season and she won while I 
took second,” Meyers said. 
“I was seeded above her at 
the conference meet this 
season, but she got first and 
I took second again. She’s 
really motivated me in the 
high jump and I think it 
makes the event more fun 
because you have someone 
to cheer for, but you also 
have someone who’ll push 
you to be better. I’m look-
ing forward to having my 
teammates with me at state 
this year.”

Meyers, who placed sev-
enth in both the triple jump 

and the 200-meter dash on 
Friday, will compete at the 
state meet for the second 
consecutive season. Last 
season, Meyers became the 
first Lady Hub to qualify for 
state in the high jump since 
Katie Schwartz advanced 
in 2009. Henkel will be the 
team’s first 300-meter hur-
dler at state since Brooke 
Hatfield qualified in 2011.

“I came in feeling pretty 
confident,” Meyers said. “I 
thought my attempts were 
really good throughout 
the day and I’m excited to 
see what next week brings 
at the state meet. It’s a re-
ally good feeling because 
last season took a lot for 
me to qualify, but I came 
back this season with more 
confidence knowing what 
I could do and it felt like 
I had less weight on my 
shoulders.”

The Lady Hubs placed 
fifth out of 16 schools at 
the sectional meet, scoring 
40 points overall. Senior 
Sylvia Hasz finished fifth 
in the shot put with a dis-
tance of 10.23 meters and 
Rochelle’s 800-meter relay 
team (Liberty Hayes, Alivia 
Henkel, Rylee Jackson and 
Teagan Meyers) took fourth 
with a time of 1:51.52. Ju-
nior Yuelma Ortiz finished 
fourth in the 3200-meter 
run with a time of 12:53.10 
before placing fifth in the 
1600-meter run with a 
personal record of 5:46.45.

STATE: Lady Hubs finish fifth in IHSA 2A Genoa-Kingston Sectional

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Senior Sylvia Hasz (left) earned medalist honors in the shot put at the IHSA 2A Genoa-Kingston Sectional on 
Friday. Junior Yuelma Ortiz (right) medaled in both the 3200-meter run and the 1600-meter run.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Softball

Rochelle takes doubleheader at Ashton-Franklin Center
Lady Hubs concede nonconference road loss to Forreston on Thursday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ASHTON — The Ro-
chelle Lady Hub varsity 
softball team swept its non-
conference doubleheader 
against Ashton-Franklin 
Center on Saturday, win-
ning both games 18-3. The 
Lady Hubs (6-12, 3-9 Inter-
state 8) will host Ottawa for 
an Interstate 8 Conference 
matchup Monday.

Opener
Senior Jordin Dickey 

delivered a two-run double 
to give the Lady Hubs a 

2-0 lead in the top of the 
first inning. The Raid-
ers tallied one run in the 
bottom of the first inning 
before Rochelle rallied for 
11 runs in the top of the 
second inning. Freshmen 
Dempsey Atkinson and 
Lauren Dyer combined 
for three RBI singles in 
the frame, while Dickey 
smacked an RBI triple and 
senior Lauren Jackson hit 
a two-run single. Senior 
MeLisa Young added an 
RBI groundout.

Rochelle scratched 
three more runs in the top of 
the third inning. Senior Re-

gan Underwood doubled 
and two players notched 
singles including junior 
Addie Friestad, who re-
corded an RBI on her base 
knock. Ashton-Franklin 
Center scored twice in the 
bottom of the third inning 
before Dickey tripled and 
scored on an error in the 
top of the fourth inning to 
help seal the victory.

Finale
RBI singles from se-

niors Jordin Dickey and 
Ashley Knight helped put 
the Lady Hubs ahead 3-0 in 
the top of the first inning. 

The Raiders answered with 
one run in the bottom of the 
first inning, but the Lady 
Hubs broke the game open 
with seven runs in the top of 
the second inning. Dickey 
notched an RBI groundout 
and junior Layla Pelan 
slapped an RBI single in 
the frame.

Ashton-Franklin Cen-
ter plated two runners in 
the bottom of the second 
inning to make the score 
10-3 in favor of Rochelle. 
Senior MeLisa Young’s 
RBI groundout brought 
home one of the two 
Lady Hub runs in the top 

of the third inning, giv-
ing Rochelle a 12-3 lead 
before the Lady Hubs 
tallied five runs in the top 
of the fourth inning to ice 
the win. Dickey pounded 
an RBI groundout, which 
preceded a two-run single 
from Young and an RBI 
single from junior Addie 
Friestad. 

Forreston
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity softball team faced 
Forreston on Thursday 
in a nonconference road 
matchup. Behind four 
runs in the bottom of the 

first inning and six runs in 
the bottom of the fourth 
inning, Forreston defeated 
Rochelle 13-3. 

The Lady Hubs totaled 
six hits in the loss, with 
junior Layla Pelan and 
senior Jordin Dickey each 
recording doubles to lead 
the offense.
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Community Unity

2021-2022
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle,
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.

1

5

9

2

6

3

74

8
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211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068 
Phone: 815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com
Rochelle News-Leader

More than 6,200 
followers on 

RNL’s Facebook 
page!

03132022

Follow The 
Leader

Stay in the 
loop with the 

latest and 
most accurate 

local news 
by following 
the Rochelle 
News-Leader 
on Facebook 
and link to 

our website at 
rochellenews-leader.com

Keep informed of 
all the happenings 
as we specialize in 

bringing you  
Local News... Local Views.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

303 303 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

Part-time 
mailroom position

The Rochelle News-Leader has a part-
time mailroom position open that would 
include inserting flyers, banding bundles and 
occasionally help stacking papers coming off 
the press.

The position typically calls for 24-28 hours 
per week over four or five days per week, 
and includes mandatory shifts on Fridays and 
Saturdays when work load is heaviest.
Applicants must be able to quickly insert 
advertising flyers into newspapers, strap and 
lift medium-sized bundles onto a delivery 
truck, and work well as a team with others to 
follow instructions, pay attention to detail and 
get newspapers out the door.
Mailroom staff members are also asked to 
perform other basic duties in the department 
as needed, and may be trained to drive a fork 
lift.

Anyone (18 years or older) interested in 
this position should apply in person at the 
Rochelle News-Leader office, 211 Hwy. 38 
E., Rochelle, IL 61068.

HW

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

_ COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE )No.
MATTER )2022
OF THE )PR 37
ESTATE OF ) 
VERNON )
LEE )
RANDALL,  )
Deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of VERNON LEE 
RANDALL, of Rochelle, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on May 
03, 2022 to RENEE 
R. BOGUE, whose 
address is 216 Drake 
Avenue, Rochelle, IL 
61068, and whose 
attorneys are Fearer, 
Nye & Chadwick, 420 
4th Avenue, PO Box 
117, Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than November 
4, 2022, and any 
claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for RENEE R. BOGUE, 
Executor of the Estate 
of VERNON LEE 
RANDALL, deceased
No. 0523 (May 11, 18, 
25)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center #275 School 
District is seeking a 
highly skilled, detail 
oriented and motivated 
Bookkeeper. The 
ideal candidate must 
maintain accurate 
records which reflect 
the daily financial 
transactions of the 
school district. The 
candidate will be 
expected to have 
working knowledge 
of basic cash-based 
accounting principles 
and have experience 
in synchronizing bank 
statements with monthly 
financial activities. The 
candidate must be able 
to effectively use MS 
Office Suite programs 
and must have 
excellent organizational 
and time management 
skills. They should 
work collaboratively 
with team members 
and must possess 
excellent written and 
verbal communication 
skills. For more detailed 
information and to apply 
go to afcschools.net.  
Contact Mike Lindy 
Superintendent with 

any questions.  815-
453-7461 mlindy@
afcschools.net

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

ROCHELLE: 2nd 
Annual SALE at the 
Flagg Center Church 
of God 13741 E Flagg 
Rd. Thursday, Friday 
May 19th-20th 
8am-4pm. There’s 
Something For 
Everyone! (05-18-22)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FREE BRICKS Qty., 
About 200 First person 
who calls, gets them 
Call- 815-303-0113. 
(05-18-22)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11

NOON ONLY.  Rochelle 
News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 Bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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SPORTS

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 Lowes gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer
sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involvedwith a life partner, both cohabitating personsmust attend and complete presentation together.
Participantsmust have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Companymay substitute a gift
of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of
the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without
notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 5/31/22.

PRE SUMMER SAVINGS
E-SUMMER
Hottest savi

ngs of the ye
ar

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long
as you own your home, or we will clean
your gutters for free

LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

815-673-7532

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

$25 LOWESGIFT CARD.

ONLY $99
Installation*

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 815-660-0041

www.BuySafeStep.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any 

previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No 
cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

815-660-0041
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots
to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

RTHS Baseball

Hubs handed one-run 
losses against Dixon

Rochelle suffers defeat at Kaneland
DIXON — The Ro-

chelle Hub varsity base-
ball team played a pair 
of close nonconference 
games against Dixon on 
Saturday, falling 1-0 in the 
opener before conceding a 
five-run rally in the finale 
to lose 8-7. Rochelle (5-
15, 4-10 Interstate 8) will 
face DeKalb on the road 
Wednesday evening.

Opener
Senior Nate Burdin 

started on the mound for 
the Hubs, throwing three 
innings and striking out 
three batters while allow-
ing three hits and only one 
earned run. Senior Eric 
Briseno tossed one inning 
and struck out two Dixon 
batters in relief. Rochelle 
mustered only two hits in 
the five-inning loss, with 
Burdin smacking a double 
and senior Forrest Gerber 
adding a single.

Finale
Junior Bradley Cooney 

took the ball for the Hubs 
in the second game, tossing 
three and one-third innings 
with seven strikeouts and 
two earned runs allowed 
on four hits. Senior Eric 
Briseno doubled and scored 
on an error to fuel a three-
run start in the top of the 
first inning, where junior 
Colton O’Rorke slapped an 
RBI double before scoring 
on a Dixon fielding error.

The Dukes tallied one 
run in the bottom of the first 
inning and another run in 
the bottom of the second in-
ning to make the score 3-2. 
Rochelle extended its lead 

in the top of the third inning, 
where Cooney’s brought 
Briseno home on a sacri-
fice fly before senior Jacob 
Andrist and junior Garrett 
Gensler each scored on 
passed balls after drawing 
walks earlier in the frame. 
An RBI single from Dixon’s 
Quentin Seggebruch made 
the score 6-3 in the bottom 
of the third inning.

Andrist doubled and 
came home on O’Rorke’s 
RBI triple to left field that 
gave the Hubs a 7-3 advan-
tage in the top of the fifth 
inning. Dixon’s five-run 
surge in the bottom of the 
fifth inning began when 
Brody Potter reached on a 
hit-by-pitch with one out. 
Lucas Sheridan and Chris 
Sitter drew back-to-back 
walks to load the bases for 
the Dukes, who saw Potter 

and Sheridan score on wild 
pitches before a fielding er-
ror allowed Sitter to score 
and make the score 7-6.

The bases remained 
loaded after Seggebruch 
drew a hit-by-pitch and 
Beau Evans followed with a 
pinch-hit walk. Both Segge-
bruch and Evans scored 
on wild pitches to seal the 
Dixon win.

Kaneland
The Rochelle Hub 

varsity baseball team’s 
tough stretch continued on 
Wednesday, when Kane-
land completed the the In-
terstate 8 Conference home-
and-home series sweep with 
an 11-1 victory to hand the 
Hubs their seventh consecu-
tive loss. Senior Josh Lloyd 
and junior Bradley Cooney 
each hit doubles in the loss.

Junior Colton O’Rorke fires a pitch during 
Wednesday’s varsity baseball game at Kaneland.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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Gilbert delivered sev-
eral clutch points near 
the end of the third-place 
match against Kaneland’s 
Aden Mumm, erasing a 
two-point deficit in the 
third-set tiebreaker to win 
6-3, 6-7(4), 12-10. 

Junior Nolan Fonfara 
and senior Devansh Patel 
finished fourth in the No. 
3 doubles bracket, while 
junior John Green and 
senior Peter Forsberg took 
fifth in the No. 2 doubles 
bracket.

Newman
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity tennis team played its 
final regular season match 
on Thursday, falling 3-2 
against Newman Central 
Catholic at Sauk Valley 
Community College. The 
Hubs (12-3, 4-0 Interstate 
8) will host the IHSA 1A 
Rochelle Sectional begin-
ning Friday, May 20.

Junior Ryan Ward de-
feated John Craft 6-3, 6-4 
at No. 2 singles and junior 
David Wanner outlasted 
Logan Palmer 7-5, 3-6, 
11-9 at No. 1 singles to 
clinch Rochelle’s singles 
sweep. Newman Central 
Catholic took all three 
doubles points, though, 
with Koda Brininger and 
Griffin Moran beating 
seniors Alex Gilbert and 
Jason Zheng 6-1, 6-1 
at No. 2 doubles before 
James Rhodes and Tyler 
Bonnell held off senior 
Peter Forsberg and junior 
Owen Haas 6-0, 7-5. Car-
son Palmer and Ryan Par-
tington secured a 7-6(4), 
2-6, 10-6 win over juniors 
Nolan Fonfara and John 
Green at No. 3 doubles to 
seal the dual-meet victory 
for the Comets.

HUBS: 
Sectional 
begins 
Friday
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RTHS Boys Track

Hubs finish sixth at Interstate 8 Conference meet
Fresh-soph team takes fourth, varsity athletes earn All-Conference honors

The Rochelle Hub track and field team saw several athletes earn All-Conference recognition during the 
Interstate 8 Conference Championship meet at Sycamore on Friday. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES 
SPORTS EDITOR

SYCAMORE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity track 
and field team finished 
sixth out of eight teams 
with 23.66 points in the 
Interstate 8 Conference 
Championship meet at 
Sycamore High School 
on Friday. The Hubs will 
host the IHSA 2A Rochelle 
Sectional on Wednesday, 
May 18.

Three Rochelle athletes 
took home All-Conference 
honors in the individual 
events. Senior Zach San-
ford earned All-Confer-
ence honors in the shot 
put, taking second with a 
personal-record heave of 
15.47 meters. Senior Ryan 
Simmons brought home 
All-Conference honors in 
the high jump, finishing 
in a tie for third with a 
clearance of 1.73 meters. 
Junior Griffin Ohlinger 
finished fourth in the 
100-meter dash with a time 
of 11.82 seconds to earn 
All-Conference honors.

Rochelle’s 800-me-
ter relay team (Ethan 
Wells, Michael Ramsey, 
Luke Orlikowski and 
Ohlinger) brought home 
All-Conference honors, 
finishing fourth with a 
time of 1:35.87. Ohlinger 
earned an Honorable Men-
tion in the 200-meter 
dash, placing fifth with 
a time of 23.92 seconds, 

while Sanford received an 
Honorable Mention in the 
discus, taking fifth with a 
mark of 40.14 meters.

Fresh-Soph
The Rochelle Hub 

fresh-soph track and field 
team took fourth with 59.5 
points in the Interstate 
8 Conference Champi-
onship meet on Friday. 
Sophomore Irving Es-
calante finished second in 
the 100-meter dash with a 
time of 12.38 seconds and 
second in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 55.46 
seconds. Freshman Chris 
Hickey took fifth in the 
800-meter run with a time 
of 2:28.34.

Rochelle’s 800-meter 
relay team (Jackson Smith, 
Jack Tilton, Anlun Mey-
ers and Nathan Sergeant) 
placed fourth in 1:45.90 
and Rochelle’s 1600-me-
ter relay team (Escalante, 
Smith, Sergeant and Caleb 
Wyssbrod) took second 

in 3:50.78. Rochelle’s 
3200-meter relay team 
(Abel Huerta, Hickey, Al-
evaxier Villatoro and Alex 

Burke) finished third with 
a time of 9:58.91.

Sophomore Carlos To-
mas placed fourth in the 

shot put with a distance of 
11.95 meters. Sophomore 
Eli Luxton won the high 
jump with a clearance of 

1.68 meters and freshman 
Kenny Overton took fifth 
in the pole vault with a 
clearance of 2.45 meters. 


